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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ALLEN).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 17, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RICK W.
ALLEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

————
IN MEMORY OF CAMERON PONDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in memory of Kentucky State
Trooper Cameron Ponder of Rineyville,
Kentucky.

I believe many people watched or saw
with horror the news that spread
across this country that another one of
our public service officers was Kkilled
this week. Only 31 years old, Cameron
was shot and killed during an on-duty
traffic stop earlier this week.

Known by his peers and in the com-
munity as an athlete, Cameron was an

all-State performer in track and was
the kicker on the football team in high
school. After graduating from North
Hardin High School near Fort Knox,
Cameron joined the U.S. Navy, turning
down a track scholarship.

More personally, Cameron was a son,
an uncle, and a fiance. Cameron grad-
uated from the Kentucky State Police
Academy in January and had been a
trooper for less than 9 months.

Among the many condolences that
have been shared are those of his
former Navy colleagues, who talked
about his devotion to our country.

While Cameron was taken far too
soon, his commitment to service and
community has not gone unnoticed. I
join with all of Kentucky’s Second Dis-
trict in sending prayers to Cameron’s
family, friends, and his Kentucky State
Police brethren. We will miss him and
are thankful for his service.

————

CLIMATE CHANGE AND PUBLIC
HEALTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, there
was a time when climate change was a
concern for future generations, a time
when we focused on predicting the pos-
sible problems and brainstorming the
possible solutions, a time when the
threat was real, but we still had time
to act. We had not come face-to-face
with our tipping point.

That time has passed. President
Obama put it best when he said: ‘“We
are the first generation to feel the im-
pacts of climate change, and the last
generation that can still do something
about it.”

The time to act is now, and the call
to action cannot be any clearer. De-
spite the fact that more than 12,000
peer-reviewed scientific studies are in
agreement that climate change is real
and humans are significantly to blame,

my colleagues continue to debate its
validity. Well, if the devastating global
and environmental threats aren’t proof
enough, let me share some of the nega-
tive impacts climate change is having
on our air quality and public health
now.

Simply put, climate change and air
pollution make a dangerous pair. In
fact, air pollution is among the most
serious, indirect health effects of glob-
al climate change. The same power
plants that release harmful carbon di-
oxide into our atmosphere also create
dangerous levels of soot, smog, and
ground-level ozone. The result is a
combination of ozone and fine particles
that can have devastating health im-
pacts. In all, 147 million people in the
U.S., nearly half of this Nation—our
Nation—are breathing unhealthy air.
And the news is far worse in Beijing,
where a new study claims that the air
in Beijing is so polluted, breathing it
does as much damage to the lungs as
smoking 40 cigarettes a day. That is
simply unacceptable.

To make matters worse, the warmer
temperatures from climate change are
only increasing the frequency of days
with unhealthy levels of ground-level
ozone. If emissions of air pollutants re-
main fixed at today’s levels until 2050,
warming from climate change alone
could increase the number of red ozone
alert days by 68 percent in the 50 larg-
est Eastern U.S. cities.

Studies have also linked breathing
and ozone pollution to an increased
risk of premature deaths and difficulty
breathing. If there are no changes in
regulatory controls, the CDC predicts
up to 4,300 additional premature deaths
in the United States by the year 2050
from combined ozone and particle
health effects.

The good news is that air quality has
improved dramatically in many Amer-
ican cities over the past 40 years due to
the Clean Air Act. The Clean Air Act
has a track record of cutting dangerous
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