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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, last 
night, nearly 80 of my colleagues joined 
me in sending a letter to Speaker 
BOEHNER urging him to keep the House 
in session every day until we reach a 
solution that prevents a government 
shutdown. 

In 2013, we saw how badly a shutdown 
damaged our economy: $24 billion in 
lost economic activity, 120,000 fewer 
private sector jobs created during the 
shutdown, and 20,000 veterans disabil-
ities claims per week that were stalled. 
And yet even though we have nearly 2 
weeks left before a shutdown would 
happen, there are only 5 days of sched-
uled activity in this House Chamber. 

The American people can’t afford an-
other self-inflicted Washington wound 
on our economy. The stakes are just 
too high to take even a day off. We owe 
it to working families, seniors, and vet-
erans across our Nation to get the job 
done right now. 
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JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF IRANIAN 
TERRORISM ACT 

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to seek justice for victims of Iran’s 
state-sponsored terror. 

One of those victims is Chief Petty 
Officer Robert Stethem. In June 1985, 
Petty Officer Stethem, 23 years old, 
was murdered by Hezbollah terrorists 
aboard hijacked TWA Flight 847 in Bei-
rut. He was executed when the hijack-
ers realized he was a United States 
servicemember. They tortured him, 
and then they murdered him in cold 
blood before leaving his body on the 
tarmac below the plane. 

Madam Speaker, Hezbollah is one of 
Iran’s most lethal terrorist proxies. In 
2002, a Federal judge ordered Iran to 
pay more than $320 million to 
Stethem’s family and other victims of 
Flight 847’s hijacking. It is one of the 
more than 80 judgments that require 
Iran to pay $43 billion to victims of its 
radical allies. Not one dime has been 
paid. 

Despite Iran’s refusal to compensate 
its victims, it will soon get a $150 bil-
lion windfall from the end of the sanc-
tions under the proposed nuclear deal. 
In short, Iran’s hardliners will get a 
payday while their victims await bil-
lions of dollars in compensation. 

Madam Speaker, I have introduced 
legislation, the Justice for Victims of 
Iranian Terrorism Act, which prohibits 
the removal of sanctions until Iran 
pays every penny it owes. It is the 
least we can do for victims like Chief 
Petty Officer Stethem and the families 
that suffered at Iran’s hands, and I 
urge my colleagues to support it. 
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, the 
GOP’s dysfunction has real con-
sequences for the hard-working Ameri-
cans who elected us and who are trying 
to make ends meet for their families. 

Rather than pass a long-term high-
way bill that invests in our crumbling 
infrastructure and creates jobs, Repub-
licans instead keep catering to the 
most radical elements of their base. 

Madam Speaker, this is irresponsible. 
The American people deserve better. It 
is time for the Republican Congress to 
come to its senses and for this Con-
gress to come together for the good of 
the people who elected us. 

f 

BORN-ALIVE ABORTION 
SURVIVORS PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 421, I 
call up the bill (H.R. 3504) to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to prohibit 
a healthcare practitioner from failing 
to exercise the proper degree of care in 
the case of a child who survives an 
abortion or attempted abortion, and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 421, the bill is 
considered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 3504 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Born-Alive 
Abortion Survivors Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds as follows: 
(1) If an abortion results in the live birth of 

an infant, the infant is a legal person for all 
purposes under the laws of the United 
States, and entitled to all the protections of 
such laws. 

(2) Any infant born alive after an abortion 
or within a hospital, clinic, or other facility 
has the same claim to the protection of the 
law that would arise for any newborn, or for 
any person who comes to a hospital, clinic, 
or other facility for screening and treatment 
or otherwise becomes a patient within its 
care. 
SEC. 3. BORN-ALIVE INFANTS PROTECTION. 

(a) REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING TO BORN- 
ALIVE ABORTION SURVIVORS.—Chapter 74 of 
title 18, United States Code, is amended by 
inserting after section 1531 the following: 

‘‘§ 1532. Requirements pertaining to born- 
alive abortion survivors 
‘‘(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR HEALTH CARE 

PRACTITIONERS.—In the case of an abortion 
or attempted abortion that results in a child 
born alive (as defined in section 8 of title 1, 
United States Code (commonly known as the 
‘Born-Alive Infants Protection Act’)): 

‘‘(1) DEGREE OF CARE REQUIRED; IMMEDIATE 
ADMISSION TO A HOSPITAL.—Any health care 
practitioner present at the time the child is 
born alive shall— 

‘‘(A) exercise the same degree of profes-
sional skill, care, and diligence to preserve 

the life and health of the child as a reason-
ably diligent and conscientious health care 
practitioner would render to any other child 
born alive at the same gestational age; and 

‘‘(B) following the exercise of skill, care, 
and diligence required under subparagraph 
(A), ensure that the child born alive is imme-
diately transported and admitted to a hos-
pital. 

‘‘(2) MANDATORY REPORTING OF VIOLA-
TIONS.—A health care practitioner or any 
employee of a hospital, a physician’s office, 
or an abortion clinic who has knowledge of a 
failure to comply with the requirements of 
paragraph (1) shall immediately report the 
failure to an appropriate State or Federal 
law enforcement agency, or to both. 

‘‘(b) PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Whoever violates sub-

section (a) shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or 
both. 

‘‘(2) INTENTIONAL KILLING OF CHILD BORN 
ALIVE.—Whoever intentionally performs or 
attempts to perform an overt act that kills 
a child born alive described under subsection 
(a), shall be punished as under section 1111 of 
this title for intentionally killing or at-
tempting to kill a human being. 

‘‘(c) BAR TO PROSECUTION.—The mother of a 
child born alive described under subsection 
(a) may not be prosecuted under this section, 
for conspiracy to violate this section, or for 
an offense under section 3 or 4 of this title 
based on such a violation. 

‘‘(d) CIVIL REMEDIES.— 
‘‘(1) CIVIL ACTION BY A WOMAN ON WHOM AN 

ABORTION IS PERFORMED.—If a child is born 
alive and there is a violation of subsection 
(a), the woman upon whom the abortion was 
performed or attempted may, in a civil ac-
tion against any person who committed the 
violation, obtain appropriate relief. 

‘‘(2) APPROPRIATE RELIEF.—Appropriate re-
lief in a civil action under this subsection in-
cludes— 

‘‘(A) objectively verifiable money damage 
for all injuries, psychological and physical, 
occasioned by the violation of subsection (a); 

‘‘(B) statutory damages equal to 3 times 
the cost of the abortion or attempted abor-
tion; and 

‘‘(C) punitive damages. 
‘‘(3) ATTORNEY’S FEE FOR PLAINTIFF.—The 

court shall award a reasonable attorney’s fee 
to a prevailing plaintiff in a civil action 
under this subsection. 

‘‘(4) ATTORNEY’S FEE FOR DEFENDANT.—If a 
defendant in a civil action under this sub-
section prevails and the court finds that the 
plaintiff’s suit was frivolous, the court shall 
award a reasonable attorney’s fee in favor of 
the defendant against the plaintiff. 

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

‘‘(1) ABORTION.—The term ‘abortion’ means 
the use or prescription of any instrument, 
medicine, drug, or any other substance or de-
vice— 

‘‘(A) to intentionally kill the unborn child 
of a woman known to be pregnant; or 

‘‘(B) to intentionally terminate the preg-
nancy of a woman known to be pregnant, 
with an intention other than— 

‘‘(i) after viability, to produce a live birth 
and preserve the life and health of the child 
born alive; or 

‘‘(ii) to remove a dead unborn child. 
‘‘(2) ATTEMPT.—The term ‘attempt’, with 

respect to an abortion, means conduct that, 
under the circumstances as the actor be-
lieves them to be, constitutes a substantial 
step in a course of conduct planned to cul-
minate in performing an abortion.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 74 of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting after 
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