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Passage marched over 900 miles from Selma,
Alabama to Washington, D.C. while serving as
the flag bearer during the Journey for Justice
March. From his work as a civil rights activist,
a veteran, and an overall believer in the U.S.
Constitution, Passage will be remembered for
his continued dedication for fighting for justice
and freedom for all.

While we grieve the loss of one of the many
pioneers for civil rights, we will remember his
legacy as a Marcher for Justice and more im-
portantly, celebrate his memory and work in
the community in efforts to ensure younger
generations can learn and become inspired by
him.

HONORING WILLIAM LEE HESS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize William Lee Hess.
William is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1351, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

William has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years William has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Wil-
liam has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending William Lee Hess for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING CATHLEEN OLSEN

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the work of Cathleen Olsen a nu-
trition advocate and one of my district's 2015
Woman of the year.

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of
September, of the Year Two Thousand and
Fifteen, Cathleen Olsen was recognized as a
2015 Woman of the year.

Whereas, Cathy is currently the Director of
Nutrition and Food Services for the Winters
Joint Unified School district and has been in-
strumental in educating students about good
food habits and nutrition. When talking about
meal plans, she always ensures it includes the
numerous fresh fruits and vegetables that are
in season.

Whereas, in 2001, Cathy championed the
start of the Winters Farm to School Program.
Its mission is to raise funds to provide fresh
and local produce to our children’s school food
program, educate children about the food pro-
grams, and reconnect children to the rich agri-
cultural heritage in the Winters Community.
Cathy has developed a strong network of
farmers that have helped her achieve remark-
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able statistics. Currently 93% of fresh fruits
and vegetables purchased are locally sourced,
50% coming directly from farmers. To ensure
that school children are getting fresh produce,
Cathy and the Farm to School committee also
started an annual fundraiser that last year,
provided $50,000 for the Winters Joint Unified
School District’s Nutrition and Food Services.

Whereas, additionally, Cathy helps host a
weekly Farmers Market and started a school
garden that allowed students to cultivate
plants throughout the school year. This past
summer alone, Cathy and her staff provided
over 400 breakfast and lunches for students
ages 5-18.

Resolved, That | Congressman JOHN
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the
accomplishments of Cathleen Olsen.

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
recognition of the upcoming National Day of
the Republic of China (Taiwan) on October 10,
2015.

The relationship between our two great
countries has been long and prosperous, and
will continue long into the future. During WWII,
the Republic of China helped the allied forces
defeat Japanese troops and ultimately win the
war. In 1954, Taiwan signed the Sino-Amer-
ican Mutual Defense Treaty, which ensured
peace in the Taiwan Strait and allowed for
continued Taiwanese development. Later, the
Taiwan Relations Act (TRA), passed in 1979,
guaranteed the future for a prosperous rela-
tionship.

Since that time, Taiwan has continued to be
a strong security and trade partner to the U.S.
America has provided Taiwan with $18.3 bil-
lion in arms sales over the past seven years.
In May 2015, the U.S. Congress passed initia-
tives aimed at increasing U.S.-Taiwan military
exchanges, including participation in the Rim
of the Pacific Exercise.

On the trade front, Taiwan has not only be-
come one of the leading economies in the
Asia-Pacific region, but the entire world. Tai-
wan is America’s tenth largest trading partner
and America is Taiwan’s third largest trading
partner after China and Japan. Taiwan has
even been named the third best country to in-
vest in and the U.S. is Taiwan’s largest foreign
investor.

In addition to being a strong trading partner,
Taiwan has emerged as a responsible partici-
pant in the international market and an active
member of prominent international organiza-
tions. Taiwan has been an outstanding mem-
ber since becoming a member of the World
Trade Organization in 2002. In 2008, the WTO
Committee on Subsidies and Countervailing
Measures elected Lo Chang-fa, a professor
specializing in international trade at National
Taiwan University, to serve on its Permanent
Group of Experts panel. Later that same year,
Taiwan became a member of the Agreement
on Government Procurement. These steps in
the WTO show how the world has recognized
Taiwan as a leading economy.

In January 2009, the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) made arrangements for Taiwan
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to become a party to the International Health
Regulations.

This has enabled the Taiwanese to have di-
rect contact with the WHO and gives it access
to firsthand information on public health emer-
gencies of international concern. Moreover,
the WHO can dispatch personnel to provide
assistance during any future health crisis in
Taiwan.

Given Taiwan’s proven track record of being
a reliable member in international bodies, we
should encourage more international participa-
tion by Taiwan. For example, given that crimi-
nals do not care about boundaries separating
countries, it is critical that nations are able to
share information on criminals and suspicious
activity with each other, but Taiwan cannot do
that because it is not yet a member of
INTERPOL. Taiwan should be granted ob-
server status in INTERPOL as soon as pos-
sible.

It is critical that the United States and Tai-
wan maintain and enhance their present rela-
tionship. From rising insecurity in the region to
economic challenges the world over, our two
countries need to face the future arm in arm.
| congratulate Taiwan on its National Day and
look forward to many more years of a close
partnership.

And that’s just the way it is.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
roll call vote 520, | was not present because
| was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “AYE.”

———————

IN APPRECIATION OF THE NORTH-
WEST INDIAN FISHERIES COM-
MISSION

HON. DENNY HECK

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor and thank the Northwest
Indian Fisheries Commission for its unyielding
dedication to the restoration of Puget Sound
and the protection of Tribal treaty rights for the
First Peoples of the Pacific Northwest.

For Tribes, clean water and healthy salmon
are not just perks of life in the Pacific North-
west; they are the centerpiece of the Tribes’
history, culture, and way of life. Unfortunately,
changing ocean chemistry, degrading habitats,
and stormwater runoff are posing an existen-
tial threat to these resources.

Following a landmark victory reaffirming
treaty-protected fishing rights, the Tribes cre-
ated the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commis-
sion to assist them in developing biologically
sound fisheries and restore the salmon runs
that sustained their people for centuries. The
interconnectedness of habitats and ecological
systems throughout the Puget Sound region
means that Tribal participation is vital to all as-
pects of natural resource management in the
Pacific Northwest.
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To that end, NWIFC provides a forum for
member Tribes to jointly address natural re-
source management issues and enables
Tribes to speak with a unified voice on issues
of mutual concern. For decades, NWIFC and
the Tribes have asked the Federal Govern-
ment to fulfill its treaty obligations by pro-
tecting the Puget Sound and restoring salmon
runs.

Today, | thank the Northwest Indian Fish-
eries Commission for its partnership and co-
operation in the development of the Promoting
United Government Efforts To Save Our
Sound Act, or the PUGET SOS Act. This bill
requires a more coordinated and deliberate ef-
fort within the Federal Government to restore
and protect the Puget Sound, and it explicitly
recognizes and prioritizes the treaty rights of
the sovereign Tribes. | sincerely thank the
Commission’s staff for their assistance and
advice in crafting this important piece of legis-
lation.

| raise my hands to the Northwest Indian
Fisheries Commission and its member Tribes
for their tireless efforts to save the Puget
Sound.

HONORING BECKY BRUMMET

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the work of Becky Brummet, a
special education teacher and one of my dis-
trict's 2015 Woman of the year.

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of
September, of the Year Two Thousand and
Fifteen, Becky Brummet was recognized as a
2015 Woman of the year.

Whereas, Becky is a dedicated Special Edu-
cation teacher at Orland High School who pre-
viously taught students at the Continuation
School and Head Start. Becky goes the extra
mile to ensure her students who face chal-
lenges get the services they need. Becky is
described by her colleagues as a Worker Bee
and a fearless child advocate.

Whereas, Becky served the Glenn County
Fair Board by appointment under Governor
Schwarzenegger and has continued to support
current appointees and activities since her de-
parture. Becky was the co-founder of the “Av-
enue of Lights”, an annual display installed at
the fairgrounds during the holidays that has
expanded over the years to encompass a full
mile. It poses as a Winter Wonderland to de-
light local residents of all ages.

Whereas, additionally, Becky serves as
President of the California Teachers Associa-
tion in Orland where she is a strong voice for
fairness in the workplace. Her voice is ampli-
fied each day with a powerful task: she leads
by example.

Resolved, That | Congressman JOHN
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the
accomplishments of Becky Brummet.
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RECOGNIZING LAUREN WHALEY

HON. MARK WALKER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
recognize Lauren Whaley as she and her fam-
ily begin a new chapter in their lives. | want to
thank her for her service to the Carolinas
Credit Union League and all the credit unions
in North Carolina they represent.

Lauren and her husband, Charles, are grad-
uates of North Carolina State University, and
have called Raleigh home for many years.
Last year, they were blessed to welcome their
beautiful daughter, Margaret Blaire Whaley,
into their family.

Lauren has been with the League for over
six years and has served as the Vice Presi-
dent of Governmental Affairs representing
credit unions in both the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly and the United States Con-
gress. She has represented credit unions with
the highest degree of professionalism and has
a work ethic that is second to none.

Lauren was instrumental in working to help
pass legislation to curb elder financial abuse
in North Carolina. Her accomplishments are
many and her mark is as lasting as her im-
pression on those she meets. As a freshman
member, | appreciate the resource she has
been to me and my staff.

| know Lauren will be missed as she de-
parts from the League not only for her industry
knowledge, but also for who she is as a per-
son. | wish Lauren and her family the best.

———

SHEDDING LIGHT ON NATIONAL
SICKLE CELL DISEASE AWARE-
NESS MONTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, during the
month of September, we recognize National
Sickle Cell Awareness month, which is signifi-
cant to me because this rare blood disorder
affects many constituents in my congressional
district. | understand how important it is to not
only be aware of the illness but also to ensure
those with Sickle Cell receive proper treat-
ment.

Sickle cell disease, most commonly found in
individuals of African American, Hispanic, In-
dian, Caribbean, Mediterranean, Middle East-
ern, and South Asian descent, affects more
than 100,000 individuals worldwide. It is an ill-
ness that affects the red blood cells. People
with sickle cell disease have red blood cells
with abnormal types of hemoglobin. This ab-
normal type of hemoglobin looks crescent-
shaped, is difficult to pass through blood ves-
sels and causes less blood to reach certain
parts of the body. When the proper amount of
blood does not circulate throughout the body,
they can have damaging effects, causing ane-
mia, jaundice and the formation of gallstones.

It is imperative that we not only educate
ourselves but those around us as well. | am
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proud that in 2014, | co-founded the Congres-
sional Sickle Cell Caucus with Rep. DANNY
DAvis (D-7th, IL) and Senator TIM SCOTT (R-
SC) to support legislation, promote policies
and inform the public about the disease. To-
gether we are pushing to reauthorize the Sick-
le Cell Disease Research, Surveillance, Pre-
vention, and Treatment Act which allows
states to collect data, conduct health initiatives
and identify and evaluate strategies for pre-
vention and treatment of sickle cell disease
complications. | commend organizations like
the Sickle Cell Disease Association and Sickle
Cell Foundation Support Group, Inc. for their
efforts and | will continue to support initiatives
that will help improve the lives of those with
Sickle Cell disease.

——————

HONORING BARBARA LEVAKE

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the work of Barbara LeVake a
County Supervisor of Yuba County and one of
my district's 2015 Woman of the year.

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of
September, of the Year Two Thousand and
Fifteen, Barbara LeVake was recognized as a
2015 Woman of the year.

Whereas, raised on a dairy farm in Merced,
Barbara LeVake has been involved in agri-
culture and public policy issues all her life.
She has been a member of the California
Women for Agriculture for 40 years and is cur-
rently the State Legislative Director.

Whereas, a resident of Sutter County for
over 30 years, Barbara is a County Supervisor
having previously served from 1989-1992 and
as a Governor appointee to the State Rec-
lamation Board.

Whereas, since 1995, Barbara has been the
CEO of Brazil/lLeVake Government Relations
providing services to clients ranging from agri-
culture to energy to water interests. She also
actively represents the agricultural industry as
a member of the California Elected Women’s
Association, California State Association of
Counties, Capitol Network, National Associa-
tion of Business Women Owners, Western
Growers Association, California Farm Bureau,
and Western Plant Health Association. She is
also a member of the Sutter Buttes Flood
Control Agency and the Sutter Yuba Farm Bu-
reau.

Whereas, Barbara is respected as a bold
leader who demonstrates grace under pres-
sure. She works to shape policy to address
the needs of today while being mindful of fu-
ture generations yet to come. As a role model,
Barbara helps to inspire in others, a reminder
to advocate passionately, be a leader, and to
always act with integrity and class.

Resolved, That | Congressman JOHN
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the
accomplishments of Barbara LeVake.
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