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two provisions in S. 2082, the Department of
Veterans Affairs Expiring Authorities Act of
2015: Sec. 501 the increased authorization for
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) med-
ical facility project in Denver, Colorado and
Sec. 412 the modification of authorization for
the VA medical facility project in Tampa, Flor-
ida which is designated as an emergency.

SEC. 501 INCREASED AUTHORIZATION FOR THE VA
MEDICAL FACILITY PROJECT IN DENVER, COLORADO

Originally budgeted to be an $800 million
dollar project, the VA is now requesting yet
another funding transfer from Congress to
bring the total price tag of this medical facility
to an astounding $1.675 billion, more than
$800 million dollars over budget. Mismanage-
ment of construction projects, and the unac-
ceptable waste of taxpayer dollars, unfortu-
nately have been an ongoing problem at the
VA. It is deplorable and should not be toler-
ated by Congress or the Administration.

This project is a perfect example of why the
VA is in dire need of wholesale reform in addi-
tion to continued oversight by Congress to en-
sure that the VA is transparent, accountable,
and ultimately able to best serve our nation’s
veterans. | fully support the House Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman JEFF MILLER’S
efforts to directly address the construction
problems at the VA and other efforts by his
Committee to enforce accountability agency-
wide, including H.R. 1994, the VA Account-
ability Act of 2015, which passed the U.S.
House of Representatives on July 29, 2015. |
also applaud Chairman MILLER’s version of an
increased authorization for the Denver project
bill, H.R. 3595, because it included offsets to
help pay for the increase in costs at the Den-
ver facility. These offsetting policies in H.R.
3595 are a clear indication that the U.S.
House of Representatives is no longer willing
to tolerate misbehavior and poor performance
at the VA and include the following: limitation
on awards and bonuses for VA employees, re-
duction of benefits for members of the Senior
Executive Service at the VA convicted of cer-
tain crimes, and authority for the VA Secretary
to recoup bonuses or awards paid to employ-
ees in the past if deemed appropriate pursu-
ant to regulations. Unfortunately, S. 2082 does
not include these offsets and allows the VA to
decide which funds to transfer to the Denver
project.

As Chairman of the House Committee on
the Budget, | do not condone mismanagement
by any Federal agency, especially an agency
tasked with the heavy responsibility of taking
care of the men and women who have served
our country in uniform. Our veterans should
not be punished by the lack of competence
within the VA bureaucracy, which would be
the effect of not approving the transfer of addi-
tional funds for this medical facility. However,
the VA should not take the approval of this
newest transfer of funds as an indication of
congressional support for their mismanage-
ment of the Denver facility. Further, the VA is
hereby placed on notice that the Budget Com-
mittee will work closely with the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee in the months ahead to ad-
vance the long overdue efforts to reform the
department’s dysfunctional operations. Our
veterans who have served this nation with
honor and distinction deserve nothing less
than Congress’ commitment to fix the man-
agement problems at the VA.
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SEC. 412 MODIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION FOR THE VA
MEDICAL FACILITY PROJECT IN TAMPA, FLORIDA

S. 2082 calls for modifying the authorization
for the Tampa facility from “providing bed
tower upgrades,” which was originally author-
ized and appropriated in the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-252), to
“constructing a new bed tower” and desig-
nating this new purpose of the monies as an
emergency requirement. The emergency des-
ignation, which is under the jurisdiction of the
Budget Committee, is defined for needs that
are urgent, unforeseen, and would result in
imminent loss of life or property if left unmet.
| do not believe that the authorization modi-
fication in S. 2082 meets these criteria since
it is occurring seven years after the original
emergency designation for this purpose in P.L.
110-252. | think most members of Congress
would agree that this provision does not qual-
ify as an emergency as defined by the Com-
mittee’s criteria and | am disappointed that this
emergency provision is included in S. 2082.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 2082.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

0 1409
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 2 o’clock and
9 minutes p.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. CON. RES. 79, DIRECTING THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES TO MAKE COR-
RECTIONS IN THE ENROLLMENT
OF H.R. 719, AND PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF THE SENATE
AMENDMENT TO THE HOUSE
AMENDMENT TO THE SENATE
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 719, TSA
OFFICE OF INSPECTION AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 114-272) on the resolution (H.
Res. 448) providing for consideration of
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
79) directing the Clerk of the House of
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Representatives to make corrections in
the enrollment of H.R. 719, and pro-
viding for consideration of the Senate
amendment to the House amendment
to the Senate amendment to the bill
(H.R. 719) to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to con-
form to existing Federal law and regu-
lations regarding criminal investigator
positions, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 79, DIRECTING
THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES TO MAKE
CORRECTIONS IN THE ENROLL-
MENT OF H.R. 719, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO
THE HOUSE AMENDMENT TO THE
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
719, TSA OFFICE OF INSPECTION
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 448 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 448

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 79) directing the Clerk of the House of
Representatives to make corrections in the
enrollment of H.R. 719. All points of order
against consideration of the concurrent reso-
lution are waived. The concurrent resolution
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the concurrent
resolution are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the concur-
rent resolution to adoption without inter-
vening motion or demand for division of the
question except 20 minutes of debate equally
divided and controlled by the Majority Lead-
er and the Minority Leader or their respec-
tive designees.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to take from the Speaker’s
table the bill (H.R. 719) to require the Trans-
portation Security Administration to con-
form to existing Federal law and regulations
regarding criminal investigator positions,
and for other purposes, with the Senate
amendment to the House amendment to the
Senate amendment thereto, and to consider
in the House, without intervention of any
point of order, a motion offered by the chair
of the Committee on Appropriations or his
designee that the House concur in the Senate
amendment to the House amendment to the
Senate amendment. The Senate amendment
and the motion shall be considered as read.
The motion shall be debatable for one hour
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the
motion to adoption without intervening mo-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), my
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