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Hundreds of thousands of Christians 

have been forced to flee. The United 
States needs to do what we can to save 
these Christian victims, as we have 
saved other refugees throughout our 
history 

Mr. Speaker, all of us who believe in 
religious freedom and tolerance need to 
stand up and state clearly that we 
won’t sit quietly as a genocide takes 
place on our watch. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in cosponsoring a 
resolution that I have here in my hand, 
that resolution declaring Middle East-
ern Christians as targets of genocide 
and giving them priority for immigra-
tion and refugee status. 

We have been silent already for too 
long. It is time for this body to make 
sure that our words are heard and our 
deeds are taken. This is a good place to 
start, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me in this resolution which I will now 
submit to the United States House of 
Representatives. 

f 

BUDGET NEGOTIATIONS 

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I and many of my colleagues 
had to hold our noses as we voted for a 
short-term continuing resolution. The 
CR, thankfully, did not cut funding to 
Planned Parenthood, which provided 
2.7 million Americans—women, men, 
and youth—with medical services last 
year. But this CR is only good until 
December 11, and it leaves out funding 
for a vital program like the Ex-Im 
Bank. In less than 10 weeks, we will be 
right back here fighting against an-
other government shutdown. 

Mr. Speaker, do we really want to 
fail our military veterans, our seniors, 
our families, and our voters? I say no. 
Let’s do the right thing. Let’s do our 
job. Let’s come up with a long-term 
budget that serves the American peo-
ple, American businesses, and the 
American economy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LOREN THORSON OF 
GREEN VALLEY, ARIZONA 

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, we are 
called the people’s House for a reason. 
We are sent to Washington to be the di-
rect voices of our constituents back 
home. Last week, it was my honor to 
take action on an issue that was origi-
nally brought to my attention by one 
of my constituents from Green Valley, 
Arizona. 

Loren Thorson served in World War 
II as a Navy commander. When he saw 
a report 5 years ago describing a little- 
known tax increase in the Affordable 
Care Act that is hurting families and is 
scheduled to hit seniors in 2017, he 
looked into it and knew something had 
to be done. He has sent letters, made 

phone calls, written editorials, and 
done much more to raise the alarm 
about this little-known issue. 

After hearing about this issue from 
him, my office has worked with Mem-
bers from both parties in the House and 
in the Senate to move the issue for-
ward and fix it. Those efforts resulted 
in my introduction last week of bipar-
tisan legislation, with my lead, to re-
peal this tax hike and put Loren’s ideas 
into action. 

Mr. Speaker, this is how our govern-
ment is supposed to work. I am grate-
ful for Loren’s tireless efforts to pro-
tect seniors and middle class families, 
and I will continue to work to advance 
his and my constituents’ ideas in Con-
gress. 

f 

REAUTHORIZE THE EXPORT- 
IMPORT BANK 

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, for too 
long, this Congress has governed from 
one crisis to the next. Yesterday, when 
we were just hours away from another 
self-inflicted Washington wound, two 
news pieces were published that I 
would like to share: number one, the 
CEO of Honeywell, a company with a 
significant presence in my district, 
published an article about the eco-
nomic damage of Congress’ failure to 
reauthorize the Export-Import Bank; 
then Bloomberg published a story with 
the headline, ‘‘Boeing Risks Losing $1.1 
Billion Jet Order on Ex-Im Shutdown.’’ 

Washington gridlock is putting the 
jobs of thousands of Americans at risk. 
This includes hundreds of the people I 
serve in Rockford and the Quad Cities. 

But today is a new day; it is a new 
month. Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my 
colleagues to turn over a new leaf of bi-
partisanship. Let’s work together, re-
authorize the Ex-Im Bank, and protect 
these good-paying manufacturing jobs 
before it is too late. 

f 

THE MEDICAL EVALUATION PAR-
ITY FOR SERVICEMEMBERS ACT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, just a few minutes ago, I 
cast an affirmative vote for the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
2016. However, I do have great concern 
over an important measure which was 
all but removed from the legislation we 
voted on today. 

Earlier this year, I authored the Med-
ical Evaluation Parity for Service-
members, or MEPS, Act. The MEPS 
Act would improve military suicide 
prevention by instituting a mental 
health assessment for all incoming 
military recruits, which can be used as 
a baseline for evaluations throughout 
their military careers. The conferenced 
version of the NDAA merely calls for 

the Department of Defense to continue 
to study such a screening. 

Mr. Speaker, this issue has been 
studied thoroughly over the past sev-
eral years. I strongly urge the Pen-
tagon to act quickly to take steps in 
better assessing the mental health of 
our servicemen and -women with a 
commonsense baseline evaluation. 

A recent Army study found that 
nearly one in five Army soldiers enter 
the service with a psychiatric disorder, 
and nearly half of all soldiers who tried 
suicide first attempted it before enlist-
ing. 

I call on the Pentagon to stop study-
ing to death the death of our soldiers. 
Mr. Speaker, we need to act now. 

f 

THE BENGHAZI COMMITTEE 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
have a great deal of respect for this in-
stitution that I have had the privilege 
of serving. As a member of the Judici-
ary Committee, I am very grateful for 
the extent of our jurisdiction that em-
braces the Constitution, and I believe 
justice is important. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in great con-
sternation, concern, and condemnation 
of the statement made by the Repub-
lican leadership that the Benghazi 
Committee is not for factfinding, it is 
not for recognizing the tragic loss of 
four Americans, but it is really to in-
sult and degrade a public servant who 
happens to be a Presidential candidate. 
How tragic that we would engage in 
such tomfoolery. In spite of the Con-
stitution and the Madison Papers, it 
talks about doing justice. 

As a member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I was engaged in impeachment 
proceedings, the investigation of Waco, 
investigation of antitrust issues, held a 
trial for a judge who acted improperly, 
a Federal judge. That is the factfinding 
role of this Nation. 

While we are fooling around with a 
committee that is there to do nothing 
but deal with political aggrandizing 
and we have not passed a Zadroga Act 
that helps our 9/11 first responders, I 
would only ask that we stop and end 
this committee because it is not doing 
justice as the United States calls us to 
do. 

Mr. Speaker, the Constitution gives 
us our guideposts. Why don’t we follow 
it? 

f 

HONORING ARTHUR WILLIAM 
‘‘BILL’’ BAILEY, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALKER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. FLORES) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Arthur William ‘‘Bill’’ 
Bailey, Jr., of Waco, Texas, who passed 
away on August 18, 2015. 
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Bill Bailey was a Korean war vet-

eran, a renowned Waco businessman, 
and a distinguished alumnus and 
former regent at Baylor University. He 
touched many lives in the Waco and 
Baylor communities, and he will be 
greatly missed. 

Bill was born in Waco on April 24, 
1929. He graduated from Waco High 
School in 1946 and enrolled in Baylor 
University. On December 15, 1950, Bill 
married his high school sweetheart, 
Roberta Hatch. They were married for 
almost 64 years prior to Roberta’s pass-
ing in 2014. Roberta and Bill had 3 sons 
and were blessed with 10 grandchildren 
and 4 great-grandchildren. 

Bill graduated from Baylor Univer-
sity in 1951 with a B.A. degree and a 
law degree. While at Baylor, he was a 
member of the debate team and the 
Baylor Chamber of Commerce. 

Bill served our Nation in the United 
States Air Force as a first lieutenant 
in the JAG division during the Korean 
war. He was ultimately promoted to 
captain in the U.S. Air Force Reserves. 

After concluding his service to our 
Nation, Bill returned to Waco to enter 
into the insurance business. In 1956, he 
established his own independent insur-
ance agency, Bill Bailey Insurance 
Agency, which is now known as Bailey 
Insurance and Risk Management, Inc. 
He became a noted State and national 
leader in the insurance industry. 

Mr. Speaker, because of his expertise 
in risk management, he was called 
upon to testify before the United 
States Senate and the United States 
House of Representatives committees 
as well as the Federal Reserve Board, 
all on behalf of the insurance industry. 

In 1969, Bill teamed up with a group 
of his fellow Texas insurance agents to 
establish the Certified Insurance Coun-
selors Program, which focused on 
teaching advanced insurance topics to 
ensure high-quality standards of ethics 
and professionalism in the insurance 
industry. This program would become 
the foundation of the National Alliance 
for Insurance Education and Research. 
Today, these certification programs 
are conducted in all 50 States with 
more than 150,000 participants annu-
ally. 

Bill held many prestigious positions 
on various boards, including as the 
chairman of the Board of Governors for 
the National Alliance for Insurance 
Education and Research; the president 
of the Independent Insurance Agents 
and Brokers Association of America; 
the liaison to the National Association 
of Insurance Commissioners for the 
Independent Insurance Agents and Bro-
kers Association of America; and as di-
rector, executive committee member, 
and past vice chairman of the Texas 
National Bank of Waco. 

Bill’s work in the insurance industry 
was honored by the Independent Insur-
ance Agents and Brokers Association 
of America when they dedicated their 
conference room in the Washington, 
D.C., office as the A. William Bailey, 
Jr., Conference Room. 

He was also a recipient of the Inde-
pendent Insurance Agents and Brokers 
Association of America Woodworth Me-
morial Award for Meritorious Service 
to the Insurance Profession, as well as 
the Drex Foreman Award of the Inde-
pendent Insurance Agents of Texas. 
Both of these are the highest distinc-
tions for these respective organiza-
tions. 

b 1415 

Bill was active in the Waco and 
Baylor University communities and 
served as the following: Trustee, Vice 
Chairman of the Board, and Regent of 
Baylor University; Officer, Director, 
and Executive Committee Member of 
the Waco Industrial Foundation; Mem-
ber and Chairman of the Hillcrest Bap-
tist Medical Center Board of Develop-
ment; Founder and Past President of 
the Waco Business League; and Presi-
dent of the following organizations: the 
Greater Waco United way; the Baylor- 
Waco and Baylor Bear Foundations; 
the Waco and Northwest Waco Rotary 
Clubs; the Waco YMCA; the Waco Camp 
Fire Girls; and the Baylor Stadium 
Corporation. 

In 1988, Bill was honored by the 
Baylor Alumni Association with the 
W.R. White Meritorious Service Award. 
In 1997, they honored him as a Distin-
guished Alumnus. Additionally, in 2008, 
the Waco Public Schools honored him 
as a Distinguished Alumnus. 

Bill was an active member of the 
First Baptist Church of Waco, where he 
served as Trustee, Deacon, and Chair-
man of the Board of Deacons; Chair-
man of the Finance Committee; Found-
ing Chairman of the First Baptist 
Church of Waco Foundation; President 
of the McCall Sunday School Class; and 
Co-Superintendent of the College Sun-
day School Department. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill Bailey will not only 
be remembered for his long list of ac-
complishments, but, most importantly, 
he will be forever remembered as a lov-
ing husband, a father, a grandfather, a 
great-grandfather, and a loyal friend to 
hundreds of central Texans. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest 
and heartfelt condolences to the Bailey 
family. We also lift up the family and 
friends of Bill Bailey in our prayers. 

As I close, I ask that all Americans 
continue to pray for our country, for 
our military men and women who pro-
tect us abroad, and for our first re-
sponders who protect us here at home. 

HONORING MATTIE LEE PHILLIPS 
Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor Mattie Lee Phillips 
from Bryan, Texas, who passed away on 
August 25, 2015, her 103rd birthday. 

Mrs. Phillips was born in Washington 
County, Texas, on August 25, 1912. 
Growing up, Mrs. Phillips attended 
school in the Waco and McGregor areas 
and later attended Bryan Public School 
for Colored. She married Willie Ster-
ling in 1931. They were blessed with 
five children. Later she married Eddie 
Phillips. They were blessed with four 
children. 

Mrs. Phillips was a member of the 
New Liberty Baptist Church in 
Boonville, Texas, at an early age and 
remained a member until 1941, when 
she became a member of the Pleasant 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in 
Bryan. 

She was an avid church worker, serv-
ing on the Pleasant Grove Church 
Usher Board for 35 years and as a Sun-
day school teacher and a mission 
teacher. She served on various pro-
grams and committees at the church 
and worked tirelessly raising funds to 
help improve their church facilities. 

Mrs. Phillips taught and counseled 
numerous youth during her life. She 
was a staunch believer in higher edu-
cation, and all nine of her children at-
tended college. 

Mrs. Phillips was an entrepreneur 
who took sewing and tailoring classes 
through the mail and worked for many 
years as a self-employed seamstress. 
She also bought, repaired, and resold 
real estate for additional income. In 
addition, she successfully owned and 
operated Phillips Cafe & Barbecue. 

Mrs. Phillips led a full life and was 
well respected in our community. She 
will be forever remembered for her de-
votion to her church and her commu-
nity and as a loving wife, a mother, a 
grandmother, a great-grandmother, 
and a great-great-grandmother, a 
youth mentor to hundreds, and a friend 
to many as well. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest 
and heartfelt condolences to the Phil-
lips and Sterling families. We also lift 
up the family and friends of Mattie Lee 
Phillips in our prayers. 

As I close, I ask that all Americans 
continue to pray for our country, for 
our military men and women who pro-
tect us abroad, and for our first re-
sponders who protect us here at home. 

HONORING TOMMY BOSQUEZ 
Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor Henry Thomas 
‘‘Tommy’’ Bosquez, of Bryan, Texas, 
who passed away on September 12, 2015. 

Tommy Bosquez selflessly served the 
Brazos Valley community in a variety 
of ways, and he will be missed greatly. 

Tommy was born on August 9, 1962, 
in Bryan, Texas. He graduated from 
Bryan High School in 1980. When he 
was 19, he began his public service ca-
reer as a City of Bryan police officer. 
He was the city’s youngest policeman 
and served on the force for 8 years. 

He held various assignments, includ-
ing patrol, special advanced traffic in-
vestigations, the field training officer 
program, crime scene analysis, and 
honor guard detail. 

Tommy was also a member of the 
Texas State Guard. He was commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant, serving 
as company commander in the 223rd 
Military Police Battalion, to assist 
State and local authorities in times of 
emergencies. 

Tommy married his high school 
sweetheart, Stella Grimaldo. They 
were married for 29 years and were 
blessed with two daughters. 
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Tommy earned his associate’s degree 

from Blinn College and later earned an 
undergraduate degree in political 
science in 1989 and a master’s degree in 
public administration in 1995, each 
from Texas A&M University. 

During his time at Texas A&M and 
the years that followed, he worked for 
the university. He started out in the 
College of Medicine, where he held var-
ious positions, including Director of 
Special Programs, Special Assistant to 
the Dean of Medicine, admissions com-
mittee member, principal investigator, 
and a lecturer in the Department of 
Humanities in Medicine. 

He would go on to work for the uni-
versity system in the Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for Human Resources, 
where he assumed a leadership role 
with the Health Science Center, work-
ing as Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent. 

Prior to his death, Tommy worked as 
the Chief Contracts Officer and Direc-
tor for Contract Administrator in the 
Office of Finance and Administration 
at the Texas A&M Health Science Cen-
ter. 

Tommy was an active volunteer and 
an engaged parent in the Bryan Inde-
pendent School District for over 25 
years. He began his service as an elect-
ed school board trustee in 2012 and 
served as vice president of that board. 

He also served extensively on various 
local and statewide charitable and edu-
cational organization boards such as 
the Texas Association for Access and 
Equity, the Texas Association of Advis-
ers for the Health Professions, the 
Texas Area Health Education Centers— 
East, the Bryan-College Station Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Bryan ISD Edu-
cation Foundation, the Blinn College 
Advisory Board, the United Way, the 
Boy’s and Girl’s Club, the Kiwanis, 
Gear Up, Habitat for Humanity, and 
Junior Achievement. 

Tommy received many acknowledge-
ments throughout his career, including 
the 2007 Texas Association of Chicanos 
in Higher Education Outstanding Meri-
torious Public Service Award, and the 
Kiwanis International Walter Zeller 
Fellowship Award. 

Tommy worked tirelessly to better 
our community. He will forever be re-
membered for his devotion to public 
service and as a loving husband, father, 
and friend to countless Brazos Valley 
citizens. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest 
and heartfelt condolences to the 
Bosquez family. We also lift up the 
family and friends of Tommy Bosquez 
in our prayers. 

As I close, I ask that all Americans 
continue to pray for our country and 
for our military men and women, who 
protect us abroad, and for our first re-
sponders, who protect us here at home. 

HONORING DR. JAMES COOPER 
Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor Dr. James F. Cooper of 
Bryan, Texas, who passed away on Au-
gust 18, 2015. 

Dr. James Cooper was a veteran of 
World War II and the Korean war. He 

was a physician, an aviation medical 
examiner, and an active member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He touched 
many lives in the Brazos Valley, and he 
will be greatly missed. 

Dr. Cooper was born on August 30, 
1927, in Farmersville, Louisiana. He 
was the son of a Baptist preacher and 
grew up in many towns throughout the 
South. 

At the age of 17, Dr. Cooper enlisted 
in the Navy to serve aboard the USS 
Dorchester in the South Pacific. Upon 
returning to the U.S., he used his GI 
bill benefits to attend medical school 
in Tennessee. 

He then served again in the Korean 
war as Deputy Medical Officer for the 
Destroyer Fleet Atlantic, stationed 
aboard its flagship, the USS Yosemite. 
Dr. Cooper retired from the Navy with 
a final rank of Lieutenant Commander, 
Medical Corps. 

In 1955, Dr. Cooper moved to Bryan, 
Texas, and entered a medical practice 
with his brother, O.C. Dr. Cooper was a 
well-loved family doctor and a surgeon 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

In addition to his medical practice, 
the good doctor had a strong affinity 
for aviation and specialized in aviation 
medicine. He was involved with the 
space programs at NASA and present 
at many of the Apollo launches. His 
knowledge and experience with NASA 
missions earned him the opportunity 
to do voice commentary for six Apollo 
launches for television broadcasts in 
Australia. 

Dr. Cooper also served as a FAA Sen-
ior Aviation Medical Examiner. As a 
fellow pilot, I was fortunate and grate-
ful to have Dr. Cooper as my medical 
examiner for many years. We developed 
a strong friendship and shared many 
stories about our mutual love for avia-
tion. 

Dr. Cooper was an extraordinary doc-
tor not only specializing in aviation, 
but also serving as Chief Medical Offi-
cer for the Texas World Speedway in 
College Station. 

In addition to his medical duties, Dr. 
Cooper was an active member of VFW 
Post No. 4692 in Bryan. He was very 
passionate about the VFW and even 
served as Commander of the post. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Cooper left a strong 
legacy for his family and for the Brazos 
Valley. He will be forever remembered 
as a great doctor, a dedicated veteran, 
a loving husband, a great father, a 
grandfather, and a loyal friend. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest 
and heartfelt condolences to the Coo-
per family. We also lift up the family 
and friends of Dr. James Cooper in our 
prayers. 

As I close, I ask that all Americans 
continue to pray for our country, for 
our military men and women, who pro-
tect us abroad, and for our first re-
sponders, who protect us here at home. 

HONORING ALAN WALDIE 
Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor Alan Duane Waldie, of 
Bryan, Texas, who passed away on Au-
gust 22, 2015. 

Alan Waldie was a veteran, an elec-
trical engineer, an Aggie, a pillar of 
the Brazos Valley community, and a 
great friend. He led a full life and will 
be missed greatly in our community. 

Alan was born on April 23, 1928, in 
Iowa Park, Texas. He graduated from 
Lamar High School in Houston in 1945 
and later attended Texas A&M Univer-
sity. 

While at Texas A&M, Alan was a 
member of the nationally famous 
‘‘Fightin’ Texas Aggie Band’’ and 
served as drum major during his senior 
year. He graduated from Texas A&M 
University in 1951 with a bachelor’s of 
science in electrical engineering. 

From 1946 to 1948, Alan served in the 
U.S. Navy. From 1951 to 1953, he served 
as a lieutenant in the U.S. Army Sig-
nal Corps. 

After his discharge from the Army, 
Alan began a successful business ca-
reer, which took him to Houston; Trip-
oli, Libya; and Calgary, Alberta, Can-
ada. 

In 1995, he moved back to College 
Station to begin his retirement. There 
he served as a volunteer for the George 
Bush Presidential Library and was the 
member of the Bryan Rotary Club and 
the Central Baptist Church. 

Mr. Speaker, Alan Waldie will be for-
ever remembered as a dedicated vet-
eran, a loving husband, a great father, 
and a loyal friend. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest 
and heartfelt condolences to his wife, 
Nancy, and to all of the Waldie family. 
We also lift up the family and friends 
of Alan Waldie in our prayers. 

Mr. Speaker, as I close, I ask that all 
Americans continue to pray for our 
country, for our military men and 
women, who protect us abroad, and for 
our first responders, who protect us 
here at home. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 30, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
September 30, 2015, at 8:45 p.m., and said to 
contain a message from the President where-
by he notifies of designation of funding for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism as provided in the Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2016. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House. 
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