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important time, as our countries work
together to address mutual security
threats and improve regional security.

President Park’s approach to North
Korea and her focus on reuniting fami-
lies who have been separated by the
Korean war has given renewed hope to
many Korean Americans in the United
States. I am sure her visit will lead to
new areas of cooperation between our
countries.

———

WELCOMING THE PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

(Mr. CONNOLLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, as the
co-chair of the Korea Caucus here in
Congress, as a member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, I extend
my warm greetings to President Park
on her second official visit to the
United States.

The U.S. and the Republic of Korea
share deep ties, an alliance forged in
blood and sweat and toil. Out of the
Korean war emerged one of the great
miracles of economic development the
world has ever seen, the Republic of
Korea.

The ROK has emerged as an eco-
nomic juggernaut with a vibrant de-
mocracy and a strong alliance with us,
the United States. During the Presi-
dent’s visit, I think she will be glad
also to find that those ties are familial.
We have a deep and vibrant commu-
nity, Korean American community
here in the United States, including
right here in the national capital re-
gion and in my district in northern
Virginia.

Alliances are often defined by mili-
tary or economic ties. Our ties go even
deeper. Those family ties are what con-
nect us with the Republic of Korea and
the Congressional Caucus.

I wish the President well, look for-
ward to a successful trip, and look for-
ward to continuing to work with her
and her government as the co-chair-
man of the Korea Caucus.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF AL
PIANTANIDA

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sadness that I announce
that Al Piantanida passed away on Au-
gust 31.

He was a veteran but, more impor-
tantly, a good American. Al is what I
would call the perfect constituent, the
perfect friend, and the perfect neigh-
bor.

Al would come to his elected offi-
cials’ offices all the time and let us
know what was going on in the commu-
nity and what was going wrong in the
community, but never once—never
once—did Al complain. He always said:
How can I be part of the solution?
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To me, that is not only a good per-
son, but that is what makes America
great: human beings who have the time
and the resources to give of themselves
and are not there to complain but are
there to make sure that their neighbor-
hood, their community, and their coun-
try are a better place.

We are going to miss Al. He was a
selfless individual and someone who
was always giving of himself, and he al-
ways was creative in making sure that
he was part of the solution and was al-
ways there for his community in every
way possible.

Al was a personal friend. I met him
through my responsibility as an elect-
ed official in the community, but I
grew to love him as a person and to ap-
preciate him very much.

We are going to miss you, Al, but you
will never be forgotten.

————
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FUTURE FORUM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHooOD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from California (Mr.
SWALWELL) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to kick off the
Future Forum Special Order hour.
Today we will be bringing attention,
once again, to the issue of college af-
fordability and student loan debt. We
also have a few surprises in store
today, as I will be joined by my Future
Forum colleagues.

I first want to report that just earlier
this week, on Monday, the Future
Forum, which is a group of about 16 to
17 of the youngest members in our cau-
cus, went out to Seattle. Congressman
KILMER, who represents the Seattle
area, was joined by myself and RUBEN
GALLEGO of the Phoenix, Arizona, area.

We went across the Seattle area. We
talked to college students, community
college students, college graduates, a
millennial workforce, and also folks in
the tech sector in Seattle.

We went to the University of Wash-
ington Tacoma and met with veterans.
We went to the University of Puget
Sound and talked to students. We went
to an SEIU training center and talked
to the next generation of their work-
force.

We were also able to go to Amazon.
We went to amazon.com and had a
town hall there with their millennial
workforce, and we were able to listen
to them and their concerns about the
future.

We heard a common thread through
all of these diverse groups, America’s
largest generation, millennials, 80 mil-
lion people. They are concerned about
their future.

They are concerned about their abil-
ity to afford and have access to go to
college. They are concerned about how
much it is going to cost them when
they get out and the student loan debt
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that they are going to be burdened
with.

It was another successful Future
Forum trip. It was the eighth one we
have taken this year, ranging from
New York, Boston, New Hampshire,
Phoenix, Washington, D.C., San Fran-
cisco, Los Angeles, and now Seattle.

I encourage anyone watching to en-
gage with us on Twitter. I will be a
part of the conversation. I will read
and respond to any questions as we go
along.

First, today I am joined by a col-
league of mine, a Future Forum mem-
ber from the Dallas/Fort Worth area,
Congressman MARC VEASEY.

Congressman, we are encouraging a
conversation around these issues at
#futureforum.

I have been to the Dallas/Fort Worth
area. I have seen the way you engage
with young people in your district.

I want to know just what are you
hearing out there about your constitu-
ents and their ability to go to college,
your constituents and their ability to
pay for college? And, once they get out,
how is student loan debt affecting their
opportunities?

Mr. VEASEY. Congressman
SWALWELL, thank you very much. I
really appreciate your leadership on
Future Forum and bringing up impor-
tant issues like student debt. It is a
real issue that so many of our young
people struggle with when they grad-
uate from college.

In one of the articles that I was read-
ing about student debt, a mnational
magazine put some Instagram photos
up of young people and the problems
and the issues that they have with stu-
dent debt. Some of the kids put up
some really creative things.

One of the graduating students, on
their graduating hat, instead of ‘“‘Game
of Thrones,” it said ‘“Game of Loans.”
Another sign that I saw at one of the
college graduations said, ‘I will soon
be joining millions of other young peo-
ple that are graduating from college,
and I will be consumed with thousands
of dollars in debt.”

But while these Instagram photos are
cute and funny and I am sure are a way
for young people to take their minds
off of what is going to be facing them
in thousands of dollars of debt, we
know that this is a very serious issue.

Our young people that are graduating
from college are putting off buying a
house. They are putting off buying that
new car. Those sorts of things play a
role in how well our economy does.

And I think, more importantly, you
hear a lot of young people that are
graduating from college saying that
they are putting off starting a family.

That is one of the most important
things that we do as young people as
we graduate from college and make our
way into the world, is that we start
that next generation.

And in order for us to start that next
generation with confidence, kids need
to know that when they graduate from
college, they are not going to be bur-
dened with all of this debt.
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