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10 years in real estate, Chris’ contributions in
his many capacities of public service has been
invaluable. Chris Smith served his community
in numerous ways, including as the Director of
the Clermont County Convention and Visitors
Bureau, the Economic Development Director
for Clermont County, and as an economic de-
velopment staff member for Ohio Governor
Bob Taft.

Due in part to his leadership, Clermont
County has become a thriving hub of eco-
nomic activity. The residential and economic
growth of Clermont County is a testament to
this hard work and success.

Also commendable is the positive and solu-
tions-oriented attitude with which Chris has
served. He has worked tirelessly to improve
Clermont County over the years, always de-
voted to the big picture and listening to the
people he serves, never asking or expecting
anything in return.

Southwest Ohio is fortunate to have a local
leader as committed to service and progress
as Chris Smith is. Again, | congratulate Chris
on his retirement, thank him for his public
service, and wish him the best in his future
endeavors.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER
OF COACH DAVID CLARK

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to con-
gratulate Coach David Clark on his 1000th win
as coach of the volleyball team of Jacksonville
High School, in Jacksonville, Alabama.

Clark attended Saks High School, grad-
uating in 1986, and enrolled in Auburn Univer-
sity. While there, he studied architecture and
received a degree in environmental design.

After a short time living in Oregon, he re-
turned to Alabama to pursue an education de-
gree at Jacksonville State University. After
graduation, he worked for one year at his
former high school before becoming part of
the Jacksonville High School coaching staff.

In his 23 years of coaching, he has led the
Jacksonville Golden Eagles volleyball team to
three state championship wins with four state
runner up positions, as well as eight county
and 16 area championships.

Coach Clark’s 1000th win came Saturday,
October 3rd during the Calhoun County
volleyball tournament. He is only the 10th
coach in the history of the Alabama High
School Athletic Association to reach this mile-
stone.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Coach David Clark on his achievement.

———

IN HONOR OF FREDERICK
DOUGLASS

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 8, 2015
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

to honor Frederick Douglass, a Maryland na-
tive who made tremendous contributions to
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our country. This year marks the 170th anni-
versary of his first autobiography, Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American
Slave, Written by Himself which gives us a
first glimpse of his remarkable life.

Born into chattel slavery on February 14,
1818 on the Wye Plantation near Tuckahoe,
Maryland, Frederick Augustus Washington
Bailey became internationally known as Fred-
erick Douglass, a champion in his own time
for eliminating slavery and an impassioned
voice demanding freedom for all.

In 1838, he married Anna Murray, a free
born black woman who provided him with
money to escape slavery. Together they set-
tled in New Bedford, Massachusetts and
raised four children.

After escaping slavery, Mr. Douglass began
to work for the abolition of slavery in the
United States. In 1845, Mr. Douglass wrote
and published the Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Writ-
ten by Himself. It is the first of a trilogy of
autobiographical writings. The second, entitled
My Bondage and My Freedom, was published
in 1855, and the final work, titled The Life and
Times of Frederick Douglass, was published in
1881.

The first autobiography, like its successors,
described the system of chattel slavery and
Mr. Douglass’ rejection of its premise that he,
like other slaves, was not a human being.
Stunningly direct in its portrayal of friends and
foes, the autobiographies present the conflicts
between freedom and slavery. This book re-
counts the honors of slavery, his courageous
efforts to educate himself, and his harrowing
but successful escape.

In 1847, Mr. Douglass published the North
Star, a weekly abolitionist newspaper. It was
the first of 4 newspapers he owned and wrote
for as a journalist.

A strong supporter of women’s rights, in
1848, Mr. Douglass attended the critical Sen-
eca Falls Convention in Seneca Falls, New
York for women’s suffrage and supported
women’s right to vote.

In 1852, Mr. Douglass gave what is re-
garded as the greatest abolitionist speech,
“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” in
Rochester, NY.

In 1863, during the middle of the Civil War,
Mr. Douglass met with President Lincoln and
successfully persuaded him to allow black
men to fight for the Union. This led to the for-
mation of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment,
the first all-black combat regiment.

In addition to his writings, Mr. Douglass
served his country in a number of government
positions. In 1871, he was appointed by Presi-
dent Grant as Assistant Secretary to the Santo
Domingo Commission. In 1876, he was ap-
pointed by President Hayes as United States
Marshal for the District of Columbia. In 1881,
he accepted an appointment from President
Garfield as Recorder of Deeds for the District
of Columbia. And in 1889, he was appointed
by President Harrison as Minister and Consul
General to Haiti.

In 1894, at the Metropolitan African Meth-
odist Church in Washington, D.C., Mr. Doug-
lass delivered “Lessons of the Hour,” a sear-
ing critique of lynching.

A year later, at the age of 77, Mr. Douglass
died of a heart attack at Cedar Hill, his home
in the Anacostia neighborhood of Washington,
D.C.

Today, Cedar Hill is a national historic site
where visitors from around the world can learn
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about the many contributions of Frederick
Douglass, an American treasure who dedi-
cated his life to winning freedom for all Ameri-
cans.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to be in Washington, DC on October 7, 2015
due to a death in the family and thus missed
the recorded votes on that day. On Roll Call
Votes 536, 537, 538, and 540, | would have
voted yea had | been present. On Roll Call
Vote 539, | would have voted no had | been
present.

———————

IN HONOR OF RETIRED MAJOR
JESSE BALTAZAR

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the accomplishments and service of
retired Major Jesse Baltazar on this, his nine-
ty-fifth birthday.

Major Baltazar's service includes over forty
years of dedication to the United States mili-
tary through the Battle of Bataan in World War
Il, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Still
recovering from wounds suffered at the hands
of a Japanese attack on his camp in 1942,
Major Baltazar managed to escape “the Ba-
taan Death March” after more than three days
of marching. His bravery earned him the honor
of a Bronze Star, a POW Medal, and a Purple
Heart, which was awarded to him this past
January.

As the first Filipino native commissioned into
the United States Air Force, Major Baltazar is
a true trail-blazer and has helped pave the
way for the many men and women who have
since immigrated to the United States and
joined our military.

The United States has been blessed by the
sacrifices of outstanding people such as Major
Baltazar who have adopted this country as
their own. | am proud to represent Major
Baltazar and all of the selfless men and
woman who serve our nation in uniform. They
are truly invaluable members of our society.
The debt of gratitude owed to these men and
women is impossible to repay, but today, we
do our small part by recognizing one special
man: Major Jesse Baltazar.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF WINTHROP
UNIVERSITY AND THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL
COLLEGIATE HONORS COUNCIL

HON. MICK MULVANEY

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Winthrop University and the 50th
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anniversary of the National Collegiate Honors
Council.

Winthrop University is a coeducational, com-
prehensive university that teaches students to
live, learn, and lead for a lifetime. Their Hon-
ors Program is designed to enrich the college
experience for highly talented and motivated
students and create a community of scholars
that promote the pursuit of knowledge for intel-
lectual and personal growth. The Honors Pro-
gram was founded in 1960 and is one of the
oldest in the nation. Over the years, the pro-
gram has flourished by adapting when needed
and now enrolls around 350 students from
each of the academic colleges at the univer-
sity. Winthrop University honors students who
exemplify the kind of leadership, knowledge
and experience we look for in future leaders of
our global society.

| also want to recognize and express my
gratitude to the National Collegiate Honors
Council as they celebrate their 50th anniver-
sary. The National Collegiate Honors Council
serves Winthrop and more than 800 other col-
leges and universities across the country.
These institutions share a commitment to
achieving excellence in diverse subject and
curriculum areas to accomplish professional
career goals.

With the help of universities like Winthrop
and professional organizations like the Na-
tional Collegiate Honors Council, | am con-
fident our nation will continue to produce the
workforce necessary to lead us successfully
through the 21st century.
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TRIBUTE TO ELAINE MATZNER
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to the incredible life of
a dear friend, Elaine Matzner, who passed
away on October 3, 2015 at her home in Palm
Springs, California, surrounded by family.
Elaine was a woman full of life and a pillar of
the Palm Springs community; she will be
deeply missed.

Elaine was born on October 6, 1933 in
southern New Jersey to the owners of a fruit
farm. Desiring a different life from her parents,
she left the farm choosing to further her edu-
cation by attending Drexel University. It was
there that she met her husband Eric. After the
couple married, settled down and had spent a
few years raising a young family in New Jer-
sey, Elaine and Eric decided to move their
family to Southern California. They moved to
Hacienda Heights and then later to Palm
Springs.

She was a woman of many passions, in-
cluding business, travel, and family. Elaine
opened the clothing store La Mariposa in Palm
Springs with her daughter Lisa and daughter-
in-law Diane. After years raising a family she
wanted to find a new outlet and Elaine en-
joyed being a small business owner and entre-
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preneur. La Mariposa imported luxury goods
and clothing from all over South and Central
America. The store became a fixture to the
residents and tourists of the Palm Springs
area.

Elaine pursued her passion of culture and
travel by indulging in numerous family trips
over the years that included seven African sa-
faris, 49 states and over 50 countries. She
never let age slow her down on any trip. One
of her favorite memories was climbing Huayna
Picchu, in Peru, the cliff above Machu Picchu
in the rain, when she was 65. Elaine took en-
joyment from experiencing the new places she
visited, their unique histories, and their people.

Elaine’s biggest passion throughout her life
was her family. She had a deep love of her
family and involved them in every aspect of
her life. Elaine took enormous pride in watch-
ing the growth and achievements of her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
over the years.

Elaine is survived by her brother Reed Her-
itage of Sacramento, California; her four chil-
dren, Bruce, Lisa, Jill and Evan; her five
grandchildren; and three great grandchildren. |
extend my heartfelt condolences to the entire
Matzner family and friends during this time; al-
though Elaine may be gone—the life, energy,
and wit that she brought to the world remains
and will never be forgotten.
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