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anniversary of the National Collegiate Honors 
Council. 

Winthrop University is a coeducational, com-
prehensive university that teaches students to 
live, learn, and lead for a lifetime. Their Hon-
ors Program is designed to enrich the college 
experience for highly talented and motivated 
students and create a community of scholars 
that promote the pursuit of knowledge for intel-
lectual and personal growth. The Honors Pro-
gram was founded in 1960 and is one of the 
oldest in the nation. Over the years, the pro-
gram has flourished by adapting when needed 
and now enrolls around 350 students from 
each of the academic colleges at the univer-
sity. Winthrop University honors students who 
exemplify the kind of leadership, knowledge 
and experience we look for in future leaders of 
our global society. 

I also want to recognize and express my 
gratitude to the National Collegiate Honors 
Council as they celebrate their 50th anniver-
sary. The National Collegiate Honors Council 
serves Winthrop and more than 800 other col-
leges and universities across the country. 
These institutions share a commitment to 
achieving excellence in diverse subject and 
curriculum areas to accomplish professional 
career goals. 

With the help of universities like Winthrop 
and professional organizations like the Na-
tional Collegiate Honors Council, I am con-
fident our nation will continue to produce the 
workforce necessary to lead us successfully 
through the 21st century. 

TRIBUTE TO ELAINE MATZNER 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the incredible life of 
a dear friend, Elaine Matzner, who passed 
away on October 3, 2015 at her home in Palm 
Springs, California, surrounded by family. 
Elaine was a woman full of life and a pillar of 
the Palm Springs community; she will be 
deeply missed. 

Elaine was born on October 6, 1933 in 
southern New Jersey to the owners of a fruit 
farm. Desiring a different life from her parents, 
she left the farm choosing to further her edu-
cation by attending Drexel University. It was 
there that she met her husband Eric. After the 
couple married, settled down and had spent a 
few years raising a young family in New Jer-
sey, Elaine and Eric decided to move their 
family to Southern California. They moved to 
Hacienda Heights and then later to Palm 
Springs. 

She was a woman of many passions, in-
cluding business, travel, and family. Elaine 
opened the clothing store La Mariposa in Palm 
Springs with her daughter Lisa and daughter- 
in-law Diane. After years raising a family she 
wanted to find a new outlet and Elaine en-
joyed being a small business owner and entre-

preneur. La Mariposa imported luxury goods 
and clothing from all over South and Central 
America. The store became a fixture to the 
residents and tourists of the Palm Springs 
area. 

Elaine pursued her passion of culture and 
travel by indulging in numerous family trips 
over the years that included seven African sa-
faris, 49 states and over 50 countries. She 
never let age slow her down on any trip. One 
of her favorite memories was climbing Huayna 
Picchu, in Peru, the cliff above Machu Picchu 
in the rain, when she was 65. Elaine took en-
joyment from experiencing the new places she 
visited, their unique histories, and their people. 

Elaine’s biggest passion throughout her life 
was her family. She had a deep love of her 
family and involved them in every aspect of 
her life. Elaine took enormous pride in watch-
ing the growth and achievements of her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren 
over the years. 

Elaine is survived by her brother Reed Her-
itage of Sacramento, California; her four chil-
dren, Bruce, Lisa, Jill and Evan; her five 
grandchildren; and three great grandchildren. I 
extend my heartfelt condolences to the entire 
Matzner family and friends during this time; al-
though Elaine may be gone—the life, energy, 
and wit that she brought to the world remains 
and will never be forgotten. 
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