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In fact, one in eight women in Amer-
ica will be diagnosed with breast can-
cer in her lifetime. Breast cancer can
be a cruel disease. It tears mothers
from their children, wives from their
husbands, and daughters from their
parents.

In 2015, it is anticipated that, in our
country alone, more than 40,000 women
will die from breast cancer. While
women are most at risk, we must re-
member that this disease does not just
affect women; while less common in
the United States, 2,350 men are diag-
nosed with breast cancer each year.

In the past 20 years, there have been
incredible advances in the research and
medicine surrounding breast cancer,
but there is much left to be done. We
can’t rest until we can prevent or cure
this horrible disease.

Again, we have already made huge
strides in the fight against breast can-
cer. Death rates due to breast cancer
have been declining since 1989, and
women younger than 50 are now less
likely to get breast cancer than ever
before. This is largely due to the
awareness that has been raised on the
importance of self-exams and yearly
doctor physicals.

However, currently, 29 percent of in-
sured women are still not receiving
mammograms; and for women without
health insurance, the percentage is
even higher, with 68 percent not receiv-
ing mammograms.

It is extremely important that we
continue to place an emphasis on early
detection so that we can catch this dis-
ease as early as possible and have the
best shot at beating it.

While there are factors like genetics
and age that can make someone more
susceptible to the disease, breast can-
cer does not discriminate against edu-
cation, upbringing, or wealth. From
CEOs in New York City to a stay-at-
home mom in small town Minnesota,
this disease knows no bounds.

I expect that just about everyone
who walks these halls and too many to
count across our country have been im-
pacted by breast cancer in some way. I
am no exception. Fifteen years ago, I
lost my sister, Bridget, to breast can-
cer. Bridget was only 38 years old when
she left us. She left behind two beau-
tiful daughters and a husband who
loved her.

While her life was a lesson on how to
get the most out of each second of
every minute of every hour and every
day, there is not a day that goes by
when I don’t wish there could have
been a cure for her.

For those who have experienced per-
sonal loss and pain from breast cancer,
and for everyone who is fighting this
disease, we join with you this month
not only to raise awareness about
breast cancer but to sound a call to ac-
tion, to strengthen our resolve, and to
eradicate this disease once and for all.

In Congress, we can absolutely play a
role in this effort. To the extent pos-
sible within our constitutional author-
ity, we can and should encourage fur-
ther advancement of medical research.
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I am proud to be a cosponsor of the
Accelerating the End of Breast Cancer
Act of 2015, which will establish a com-
mission to work to defeat this disease.
The commission will consist of experts
in cancer research who will work to
identify opportunities and ideas to ad-
vance our quest to prevent and cure
breast cancer for future generations.

October is a month to raise aware-
ness. We have made progress, and we
are making progress in our fight
against this unforgiving disease. Let us
use this month to rededicate ourselves
to our shared goal of eradicating breast
cancer once and for all.

————————

WASHINGTON IS OUT OF STEP
WITH AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, as
Donald Trump and Ben Carson have
turned up the volume with more and
more outrageous statements and policy
proposals, Members of Congress have
been trying to keep up.

Now, Republicans in the House not
only have to play to the small, but ex-
tremely vocal, segment of the elec-
torate that feels Washington is ‘“‘out of
step with the American people,” but
they have another audience to woo—
each other—because a lot of our col-
leagues are currently running for lead-
ership positions.

But is it really Washington that is
out of step with America or is it the
most vocal, most active, and most vit-
riolic elements of the Republican base
that are out of step with America?

Last week’s NBC News/Wall Street
Journal poll was pretty startling. It
shows in issue after issue that on the
positions adopted by the leading GOP
candidates, vast majorities of Ameri-
cans disagree with Republicans. On
abortion restrictions, immigration,
LGBT equality, racial diversity, and
reproductive health, some in the Re-
publican base demand we go back to
the Dark Ages. But it is not, in fact,
the direction that most Americans
want to go.

For most Americans, ‘‘Mad Men”’ was
a good TV drama set before racial inte-
gration, before the women’s movement
really took hold, before gays and les-
bians dared come out of the closet, and
before we removed racial quotas from
immigration. But some in the Repub-
lican Party aspire to turn it into a re-
ality TV show.

The latest throw-down from the right
has been over Planned Parenthood and
reimbursing this respected organiza-
tion for health services it provides to
women across the country.

In many cases, Planned Parenthood
is the only source of affordable and ac-
cessible reproductive health care, con-
traception, HIV and STD testing, can-
cer screenings, and basic health care
for women.

Under Federal law, our tax dollars
cannot pay for abortions, and there are
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no credible claims that this is being
violated. Under law, abortion is legal
in the United States, despite all of the
restrictions imposed and proposed by
my Republican colleagues. But this
goes further than abortion rights and a
woman’s right to control her own
health care and reproduction.

Some Americans here and around the
country are, frankly, not too com-
fortable with the whole family plan-
ning thing. In my family, I have two
daughters who are brilliant and whom
I trust to make decisions for them-
selves. They were born 8 years apart
and not by accident.

My wife and I planned her preg-
nancies around her career as an invest-
ment banker and had our children
when we were ready. That is an option
that opened the world of opportunity
and self-determination to my wife that
my mother never had. Puerto Rican
women in this country in my mother’s
day had one thing forced on them by
the government, and that was steriliza-
tion, period.

So when I hear talk about shutting
down the government to appease the
far right on Planned Parenthood, I
think of the progress we have made
from my mother’s generation to my
wife’s generation and now to the world
in which my daughters live.

It seems to me that we should not be
looking for ways to limit choices
women have, to force them into back
alleys or across State lines for health
care or to treat them as if only wise
men in Washington can make decisions
for the women of America.

But that desire to turn the clock
backwards, to undo the progress of our
lifetimes, and to punish America for
evolving over time is basically at the
heart of the Republican agenda, as
driven by their most active and vocal
base. Republicans run for office and
legislate as if they want gay people
back in the closet, as if they want
Latinos and Asians to become invis-
ible, as if they wish women were just in
the kitchen or in the bedroom, as if we
could go back to those golden days be-
fore the Civil Rights Act, the Voting
Rights Act, Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, when everything was separate
and some people were more equal than
others.

Well, with all due respect to Mr. Car-
son and Emperor Trump, every poll in-
dicates that the American people are
not with them, and that is especially
true of young people in America. Dr.
Carson must be nostalgic for the anti-
Catholic days before John Kennedy was
elected because he is now raising
doubts that people of certain religions
are qualified to serve their country as
President.

Senator CRUzZ must look at the old
days when we turned away refugees
from Europe because of their religion,
as we did in the 1930s and 1940s when
anti-Semitism gripped this country.
Now he wants to send Muslims back to
die in Syria.

And now there is Donald Trump. He
wants to deport about a quarter of the
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50 million Latinos in the TUnited
States. If mass deportation was good
enough for President Eisenhower, he
feels it should be good enough for
America today.
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I will agree with one leading can-
didate, Jeb Bush, who recently said
that ‘“‘stuff happens.” Stuff does hap-
pen. A lot of stuff has happened since
the 1950s when I was born and the 1960s
when I grew up in America.

Our laws and our culture have
evolved to become more inclusive, and
we have a more diverse and egalitarian
society because of it. Many Repub-
licans call that stuff the problem. I call
that stuff progress.

—————

LOSING A GENERATION TO GUN
VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
am tired. I am tired of, once again,
being asked to rise to honor the vic-
tims of gun violence.

Not even a month ago, I stood at this
very podium on behalf of gun violence
victims. With nearly 300 mass shoot-
ings in less than 300 days, this Congress
has proven that there is no appetite to
end gun violence.

I am tired because we will have more
moments of silence in honor of gun vic-
tims, and then we will have moments
of action from leaders working to stop
gun violence.

To my colleagues who came here on
the platform of caring about children,
to my colleagues who came here for
peace, to my friends on the left and
right of the aisle, can’t we own up to
our responsibility to stop this vio-
lence? Can’t we own the fact that we
are losing a generation of Americans to
gun violence?

Every year, over 100,000 people are
shot in America, more than 30,000 of
them fatally. This is a crisis that de-
mands more than a moment of silence
from Congress.

With every mass shooting, we hear
every excuse in the book for inaction:
it is a family problem; it is a mental
health issue; it is a people problem. Ap-
parently, it is everything but a gun
problem. At this point, even our ex-
cuses are tired.

Let me share some headlines from
my hometown this week:

From Sunday’s Chicago Tribune,
““Man Killed, 4 Injured in Shootings’’;

Monday, CBS Chicago, ‘‘One Dead, 11
Wounded in Weekend Shootings Across
Chicago’’;

Tuesday, Chicago Sun Times, ‘“‘Man
and Woman Shot Near Douglas Park on
West Side”’;

Wednesday, Chicago Tribune, ‘‘One
Dead, Eight Wounded in Shootings in
Chicago.”

These aren’t just headlines. They are
deferred dreams and altered realities
for countless families. This isn’t a Chi-
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cago problem, a Newtown problem, or
an Oregon problem; it is an American
problem.

Today, gun deaths are on pace to be
the leading cause of death for Ameri-
cans aged 15 through 24, not because
our kids are leaving the home front for
war, but because the home front is be-
coming a war zone. It is because mili-
tary-style weapons are flooding our
streets. It is because Hadiya Pendleton
was in the wrong place at the wrong
time, even though she had the right to
be in the park. It is because Reverend
Pinckney held Bible study, and a jour-
nalist and cameraman in Virginia woke
up and did their job. It is because a
couple of teens wanted to see an Amy
Schumer movie.

We have had no votes on legislation
to stop this. Mr. Speaker, for all the
talk about needing to improve our
mental health system, we have yet to
take a single vote on a comprehensive
mental health bill.

I have had multiple bills that will re-
duce gun violence; but the simplest
one, H.R. 224, will require the Surgeon
General to submit to Congress a report
on the public health impact of gun vio-
lence.

Simple, right? After all, we can’t
have a conversation about gun violence
without data on the death and dis-
ability it causes, its mental health ef-
fects, its community impact, and its
economic costs. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gress has no appetite for conversations
about gun violence. After all, there are
A ratings to protect.

The American people are tired, tired
of their representatives paying lip-
service to tragedies they were elected
to help prevent. They are tired of their
peace of mind being held hostage by
those we should be preventing from
ever getting their hands on a gun in
the first place.

I am calling everyone out here today.
You have talked the talk; it is time to
walk the walk. You say that you want
to save lives, then do it.

Where is the background check legis-
lation that 90 percent of Americans
support, including NRA members?

Bring my bill, H.R. 224, up for a vote,
and let the Surgeon General see if gun
violence is a threat to public health,
which I know it is. Show that you care.
Stop pivoting. Stop punting. Start
leading.

———

HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. FARR) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise on a
lighter note, a very positive note be-
cause I represent a very beautiful and
positive part of the United States: the
central coast of California. This is a
place where you hear the towns of
Santa Cruz, Monterey, Pacific Grove,
the beautiful fertile Salinas Valley,
and the magnificent Big Sur coastline,
which this poster here shows a photo-
graph of.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today because the
House of Representatives, 50 years ago,
passed marvelous legislation called the
Highway Beautification Act, and that
act came about because the States
were ruining the aesthetics of America.
It was a bill that First Lady Lady Bird
Johnson so much supported. In fact, it
became known as Lady Bird’s bill.

So 50 years ago, this House of Rep-
resentatives took a bold move to pro-
tect and improve our scenic highways.
Why are those important?

We sell scenery where I live. This is
another picture of a scenic highway in
the South, in the Southern States.
When you drive through these, you
don’t see any billboards, you don’t see
the urban clutter, or, as my friend
Ansel Adams said: ‘““You don’t see the
urban acne that is covering our roads.”

It is Big Business that we are fight-
ing, because the billboard lobby in the
United States is very powerful. It was
powerful then, but the First Lady was
more powerful.

I have a personal story in that be-
cause my father, who was in the Cali-
fornia State Senate, authored the first
legislation to create the California
Scenic Highway Program. In 1966, this
time of the year, Lady Bird Johnson
came all the way to California, not to
campaign for a Governor or United
States Senator, but to recognize the
work that my father, State Senator
Fred Farr, had done by dedicating
Highway 1 in California, the Big Sur
highway, as California’s first State sce-
nic highway and perhaps the first State
scenic highway in the United States. It
was a great day.

What Congress did is they ensured
that States would be able to have
money to enforce this billboard ban.
They would give them more money if
they would incorporate in their State,
county, and city laws billboard bans.

Now, we have a $7 billion industry
out there, the outdoor advertising in-
dustry, and it has been fighting high-
way beautification for over 50 years.
They have been unsuccessful at repeal-
ing the Federal law, but they have
made incredible progress in being able
to find exemptions for it.

They have prevented the 10 percent
penalty that States would receive for
not adopting highway beautification.
They have encouraged localities to
change zoning laws in rural areas, call-
ing them commercial or industrial or
anything to bypass the act. And they
have been able to loosen the rules on
repairing old signs, allowing them to
remain forever rather than being torn
down.

We now have approximately 700,000
billboards in the United States, and yet
this is a country that will be cele-
brating its 100th anniversary of our Na-
tional Park System. We advertise
around the world: ‘“Come to beautiful
America. See the scenery of America.”
In many places in America, all you see
is billboard scenery.

So as we celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of this act—which is not well
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