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known in Congress, nor in the country, 
yet is a very significant act because of 
what it did to empower States and 
local communities to have the ability 
to prevent billboards from going up and 
giving them funds for taking them 
down and to make sure that people are 
sensitive to why this is important for 
our scenery—let’s recommit to 
strengthening the program. 

As I said, we sell scenery. We sell 
watchable wildlife. The economy of the 
central coast depends on the beauty. 
As long as the beauty is there, people 
are going to come to the Carmels and 
Pacific Groves and Montereys, where 
California history began. 

People are spending more money on 
watchable wildlife. More people are 
watching wildlife in America than 
watch all of the sports combined. It is 
an unbelievable figure: of all the 
sports, all the football, all the baseball, 
all the hockey, basketball, you name 
it, more people look at wildlife. 

So let’s protect what is really unique 
to America, something that God gave 
us and only we can destroy. These hun-
dreds of thousands of signs are robbing 
America of its scenic view, of its iconic 
images that once defined the open 
road. 

I would like to quote Ogden Nash, 
who summed it up wonderfully in a 
poem, ‘‘Song of the Open Road’’: 
I think that I shall never see, 
A billboard as lovely as a tree. 
Indeed, unless the billboards fall, 
I will never see a tree at all. 

Let’s help protect America’s beauty. 
Let’s ban billboards. 
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GTMO TRANSFERS TO COLORADO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to the Obama admin-
istration’s announcement last week 
that the President is considering trans-
ferring detainees held at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, into my home State of Col-
orado. 

Closing Guantanamo Bay was an ill- 
advised campaign promise in 2007 made 
by the President, a promise made be-
fore he began receiving classified intel-
ligence updates. 

In fact, as of March 2015, the Director 
of National Intelligence reported that 
29 percent of detainees released from 
Guantanamo have engaged in or were 
suspected of engaging in terrorist or 
insurgent activity. Those who remain 
in Guantanamo are ‘‘worst of the 
worst.’’ So it is safe to presume that, if 
released, an even higher percentage of 
them will remain a threat to our na-
tional security. 

I struggle to understand why we 
would close the Guantanamo Bay de-
tention camp only to finance the incar-
ceration of enemy combatants within 
the United States. 

Ever since 2012, Congress has passed 
and President Obama has signed an-
nual restrictions against the transfer 

of prisoners at GTMO to the United 
States. The same restrictions are found 
in the FY 2016 National Defense Au-
thorization Act passed by the House 
last week, despite President Obama’s 
promise to veto that bill. 

There is broad bipartisan opposition 
to President Obama’s plans to transfer 
GTMO prisoners into the United 
States, both among Members of Con-
gress and the American people. 

For our Nation’s security, I implore 
President Obama to sign the National 
Defense Authorization Act when it 
reaches his desk and halt his reckless 
plan to place many of the world’s worst 
terrorists on U.S. soil, where they will 
have all of the due process protections 
provided to the American people and, 
thus, could be released through our 
court system. 
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CRISPUS ATTUCKS MEN’S 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. CARSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to the 
1955 Crispus Attucks men’s basketball 
team, the first all-African American 
high school athletic team to win a 
championship, not only in the great 
Hoosier State, but in the United 
States. 

Although the school was initially 
constructed out of pressure to seg-
regate Indianapolis high schools, 
Crispus Attucks High School quickly 
became a source of pride for the Afri-
can American community in Indianap-
olis and across the great Hoosier State. 

However, despite its historic cham-
pionship victory, the Crispus Attucks 
High School basketball team did not 
receive the praise and recognition tra-
ditionally bestowed upon previous 
State champions. 

After its win, the team took the tra-
ditional ride on a fire truck from But-
ler Fieldhouse to Monument Circle in 
downtown Indianapolis, but the team 
was not allowed to get off the truck at 
the Circle for the traditional photo ses-
sions. Instead, the fire truck took one 
more lap and then headed back into the 
city’s Black neighborhood. 

b 1030 
Now, Mr. Speaker, 60 years later I 

stand along all Hoosiers to recognize 
these men for their trailblazing efforts 
in bringing our city together through 
high school sports. Their win was a 
major first step for African American 
athletes across our country, breaking 
the barriers of segregation and setting 
the stage for the diversity that we see 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, today I am joining my 
colleague in the Senate, Senator JOE 
DONNELLY, to give these men the rec-
ognition they deserve. It is long over-
due, but I hope it helps to bring some 
attention to their amazing accomplish-
ments. 

I ask that my colleagues join us 
today in recognizing the 1955 Crispus 

Attucks men’s basketball team and 
thank them for bringing tremendous 
pride to the citizens of Indianapolis 
and to people of all races across our 
great country. 
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ZADROGA ACT REAUTHORIZATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I wish I 
could count how many times Members 
of Congress have come to this floor 
about the need to ‘‘never forget’’ Sep-
tember 11, 9/11, its victims, and our 
first responders. 

Members have offered resolutions, 
have given speeches, have come to the 
floor with shocking images that are al-
ready seared into our minds forever. 
Through it all, we hear this refrain of 
‘‘never forget.’’ I know I will never for-
get. I will never forget the friends and 
the family member I lost that day. 

I have constituents who will never 
forget. They will never forget the 
phone call they may have received that 
day of a loved one lost or the neighbor 
they saw for the very last time. When 
I visit a firehouse in Woodside, in 
Maspeth, in Sunnyside in Queens, or in 
Throgs Neck in the Bronx, I know they 
will never forget. 

I also know this is not just about my 
constituents, not just about my city of 
New York, not just about my State of 
New York, but this is about the United 
States of America. I know that Ameri-
cans will never forget the days, the 
weeks, the months spent, by the men 
and women who worked on the pile, 
trying to rescue and save lives, the re-
covery, and the eventual cleanup ef-
forts that took place in Lower Manhat-
tan. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, the only people 
I believe who seem in danger of forget-
ting are my colleagues right here in 
the House of Representatives. That is 
the only explanation I can give for why 
they let the James Zadroga 9/11 Health 
Act expire last week. 

They are forgetting the promise that 
this Congress, that our country, made 
to these first responders, the survivors, 
and other volunteers in the days that 
followed September 11. 

We all made a promise to them that 
they would not be left behind, they 
would not be ignored, left to fend for 
themselves. It took far too long for the 
Zadroga Act to become a law in the 
first place. 

Those are difficult years to have to 
keep telling 9/11 heroes: Just wait a lit-
tle longer. We will get there. But, even-
tually, we did get it done because it 
was the right thing to do. 

It would be easy for my colleagues to 
shrug their shoulders and say they did 
their part, to think that we have wiped 
our hands of the entire issue. But the 
need is still there. The pain and the 
suffering are still there. So we must 
act and we must act now. 

A few weeks ago hundreds of first re-
sponders came to Washington, D.C., 
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