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exert soft power that keeps bad actors
around the world from destabilizing
the price of oil. That change would be
lifting the ban on crude oil exports.

With all of these benefits for Amer-
ica, it makes sense that we should em-
brace that change and put it on the
President’s desk right away. The ex-
port ban is a relic of the past that
needs to be lifted to help establish the
United States as a preeminent energy
leader in the world.

The United States is the only coun-
try in the world that has a ban on ex-
porting oil. With countries like Iran
and Russia flexing their muscle on the
world stage, lifting the ban would help
enhance both our energy and our na-
tional security. But even more than
that, removing the crude oil export ban
means helping our economy with more
good-paying jobs for hardworking
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to lift the
crude oil export ban.

——————

HONORING HO FENG-SHAN

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Republic
of China on Taiwan’s National Day and
recognize the heroism of Ho Feng-
Shan, a Chinese diplomat stationed in
Vienna during World War II. At great
risk to his own life, Feng-Shan issued
thousands of Chinese visas to Jews, al-
lowing them to escape Nazi camps. Ho
Feng-Shan’s courage is just one exam-
ple of the Republic of China’s proud
heritage celebrated on National Day.

A vital U.S. trading partner, Taiwan
helps maintain peace and stability in
the western Pacific and shares our val-
ues for freedom, democracy, and re-
spect for human rights. Rooted in our
history of mutual interests and com-
mon goals, the U.S.-Taiwanese rela-
tionship will continue to flourish.

I pay tribute to Ho Feng-Shan and
wish the people of Taiwan a happy Na-
tional Day.

———

EARTH SCIENCE WEEK

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, next week
marks the 18th annual international
Earth Science Week. Today I am intro-
ducing a House resolution to recognize
Earth Science Week to highlight the
importance and broad impact of earth
science research.

Geoscientists and researchers in our
country continually push the frontier
of human knowledge; help develop and
incubate the concepts and programs
that keep us at the innovative fore-
front of the world’s economy; and in-
spire future generations of researchers,
scientists, and informed citizens. Earth
science funding is a stimulant to the
American economy and an investment
into our future global leadership.
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The devastating drought in my home
State of California highlights the need
for earth science research, which can
address major gaps in our under-
standing of water availability, quality,
and dynamics. Having a better under-
standing of natural systems allows for
more informed policy.

I am committed to working with my
friend and fellow science advocate,
Chairman CULBERSON, to ensure that
Federal earth science research is given
robust support and is not hindered by
misguided legislation that microman-
ages and places funding caps on these
critical fields. It is critical that we
study and understand our ‘‘pale blue
dot,” our one and only home.

REMEMBERING SENIOR AIRMAN
QUINN JOHNSON-HARRIS

(Ms. MOORE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to mourn the
six servicemembers and five civilians
killed in the recent crash of an Air
Force transport plane in Afghanistan.
Yesterday, the House held a moment of
silence to mark their sacrifice.

One of those who died was Senior
Airman Quinn Johnson-Harris, whose
family now calls Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, their home. He and his fallen
comrades join the list of the 2,300 he-
roes who have given their lives in Af-
ghanistan.

As a Member of Congress, there is no
more difficult moment in our jobs than
this. My heart and prayers go out to
family.

There is no question that Quinn
made our community in Milwaukee
stronger and our Nation safer because
of his service. This young man made a
difference wherever he went. I hear it
in the stories that have come out after
his death from his family, his friends,
his teachers, and others about his dedi-
cation to them and his country.

His mother said: “‘Quinn dared to be
different. He beat by his own drum.”’

When his family, community, or
country called, this young man stood
up and did not shrink back. According
to his sister, when she heard he was
being deployed to Afghanistan, ‘‘he was
ready to go,” and this surprised no one.

He came from a military family. His
grandfather served in Vietnam. His
older brother was a marine, and an-
other older brother is a 2015 graduate
of West Point and is in the Army.

Mr. Speaker, I join his family, his
friends, and his fellow servicemen in
mourning his life, yet celebrating the
life of this young hero, Senior Airman
Quinn Johnson-Harris.

————

MEDICARE PREMIUM FAIRNESS
ACT

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, without
congressional action, Medicare pre-
miums and deductibles will increase in
2016 by 52 percent for an estimated 7.5
million American seniors and people
with disabilities. Because these folks
will not be receiving a Social Security
cost of living adjustment for 2016, 30
percent of beneficiaries will not be held
harmless, and their premiums will in-
crease from $104 to $159 per month.

To stop rates from increasing, I have
introduced the Medicare Premium
Fairness Act, which will protect sen-
iors and people with disabilities by cap-
ping premiums at 2015 levels for a year.
I urge my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring this important legislation.

Seniors in our communities worked
hard all their lives and saw our coun-
try through a war, Depression, and dra-
matic social change. At a time when
every dollar counts, this critical legis-
lation will ensure that seniors can put
food on the table and buy lifesaving
medication.

So let’s stand up for America’s sen-
iors.

———
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
THE CONGRESSIONAL-EXECU-
TIVE COMMISSION ON THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BABIN). The Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 6913, and the order of the House
of January 6, 2015, of the following
Member on the part of the House to the
Congressional-Executive Commission
on the People’s Republic of China:

Mrs. BLACK, Tennessee

———

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DIS-
ABILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 451 of
the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (Pub. L. 113-128), and the
order of the House of January 6, 2015, of
the following individual on the part of
the House to the National Council on
Disability:

Lt. Colonel Daniel M. Gade, Ph.D.,
New Windsor, New York

————
THE PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey?
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