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enforcement of laws. Throughout this 
Congress, my Republican colleagues 
often rail against the Federal Govern-
ment telling State and local govern-
ments what to do, but now when it 
comes to something as important as 
public safety and law enforcement, it is 
suddenly OK to second guess State and 
local law enforcement? 

Instead of turning hard-working im-
migrants into bogeymen, we should be 
focusing on real solutions for violent 
crime in our communities. If my col-
leagues who support this bill are seri-
ous about addressing violence in Amer-
ica, then they should come to the table 
to talk about how we can strengthen 
our laws to keep guns out of the hands 
of criminals and the mentally ill. 

I have been saying, along with many 
of my colleagues for over a year now, if 
my Republican colleagues want to dis-
cuss immigration reform, we welcome 
that debate. Everyone agrees our im-
migration system is broken and needs 
reform. It has been 28 months since the 
Senate passed a comprehensive immi-
gration bill that had strong bipartisan 
support. 

Even though it was not perfect from 
my perspective, we nonetheless worked 
together to come up with a com-
promise bill, but House Republicans 
ducked the issue and refused to take up 
the immigration reform bill. The Sen-
ate comprehensive immigration bill 
would have reduced the Federal deficit 
by $1 trillion in just two decades be-
cause of the broad economic benefits 
immigration reform granted. 

It would have protected and united 
families, strengthened our border secu-
rity, improved our economy, and en-
couraged job creation in our country. 
The Senate’s bill would have gotten 
millions of people out of the shadows, 
requiring them to pass criminal back-
ground checks and earn their path to 
citizenship. It would have let immigra-
tion enforcement officials focus on true 
security threats to our country. 

The Senate’s immigration bill in-
cluded $46 billion in new resources to 
help our Border Patrol, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agents. Of 
this amount, roughly $30 billion was 
added to the bill to further secure our 
borders, but that is not enough for 
some Republicans. Apparently, some 
will not be happy until we literally 
round up every undocumented immi-
grant—some 11 million of them in our 
country—and deport them, which 
would be catastrophic to our economy, 
not to mention impossible to do. The 
current sanctuary cities debate is not 
the first time some have tried to use 
myths about immigrants to scare 
Americans. This rhetoric could not be 
further from the truth about immi-
grants. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose these 
scare tactics and to vote no on the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 2146. 

I yield the floor. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:48 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. CORKER). 

f 

STOP SANCTUARY POLICIES AND 
PROTECT AMERICANS ACT—MO-
TION TO PROCEED—Continued 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 252, S. 2146, 
a bill to hold sanctuary jurisdictions ac-
countable for defying Federal law, to in-
crease penalties for individuals who illegally 
reenter the United States after being re-
moved, and to provide liability protection 
for State and local law enforcement who co-
operate with Federal law enforcement and 
for other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, David Vitter, John 
Barrasso, Dan Sullivan, David Perdue, 
Bill Cassidy, Ron Johnson, Steve 
Daines, James Lankford, James E. 
Risch, John Boozman, Mike Lee, Rich-
ard C. Shelby, John Cornyn, Jeff Ses-
sions, Johnny Isakson, Patrick J. 
Toomey. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PORTMAN). By unanimous consent the 
mandatory quorum call has been 
waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to S. 2146, a bill to hold sanc-
tuary jurisdictions accountable for 
defying Federal law, to increase pen-
alties for individuals who illegally re-
enter the United States after being re-
moved, and to provide liability protec-
tion for State and local law enforce-
ment who cooperate with Federal law 
enforcement and for other purposes, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 280 Leg.] 

YEAS—54 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 

Capito 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 

Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 

Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 

Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 

Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NAYS—45 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 
Gillibrand 

Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Graham 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 54, the nays are 45. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is rejected. 

The Senator from Florida. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1082 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I don’t 
think any of us in any of the 50 States 
have not had calls from our constitu-
ents about the Veterans’ Administra-
tion. I know that certainly in Florida, 
I have. We are blessed to have so many 
people who are either in uniform or 
have served in uniform. 

We make two fundamental promises 
to the men and women who serve our 
country. The first is that if we ever put 
them into hostility, they will be better 
equipped, better trained, and have 
more information than their adver-
saries. I, of course, fear that all three 
of those promises have eroded. 

Here is the second promise we make 
to them: After they take care of us and 
they come home, we will take care of 
them. That is a promise that, sadly, is 
also not being kept. 

There are a lot of different issues we 
can get into when it comes to veterans 
and what they are facing in this coun-
try, but one that has received a lot of 
attention is the Veterans’ Administra-
tion and in particular the role it plays 
in providing health care for those re-
turning or those who have served our 
country and have been facing chal-
lenges ever since. We have all had the 
phone calls to our office, and we have 
seen the media reports about it. 

I am proud that last year we were 
able to pass legislation that gave the 
Secretary of the VA the ability to fire 
senior executives who weren’t doing 
their jobs. This is the point—and this 
is where I always stop and remind ev-
eryone there are really good people 
working in the VA. In fact, the enor-
mous majority of people at the VA are 
good people who care passionately 
about our veterans. There are some 
phenomenal VA facilities in this coun-
try, and then there are some facilities 
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