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cost of living adjustment to Social Se-
curity benefits next year.

This news has seniors in western New
York worried. The price of food, hous-
ing, and health care have increased.
Without a corresponding increase in
benefits, seniors will be asked to do
more with less.

The formula used to determine cost
of living adjustments is not properly
reflecting the senior economy. Seniors
spend more on housing, food, and med-
ical care and less on travel and edu-
cation. That is why I support legisla-
tion to adopt a new formula, called the
Consumer Price Index for the Elderly,
that would give weight to price in-
creases in housing and medical care
and more accurately reflect the costs
incurred by seniors.

Unless Congress acts, the incomes of
60 million Americans will be effectively
reduced. That would be bad for our
economy and worse for the vulnerable
Americans that we are here to protect.

————

GRATEFUL RESPONSE TO SOUTH
CAROLINA FLOOD

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, despite the destruction of the
thousand-year rain event flooding, it
was a testament to the people of South
Carolina working together. Led by
Governor Nikki Haley and Adjutant
General Bob Livingston, our State is a
model for disaster response.

I am grateful for our State Emer-
gency Management Division, led by Di-
rector Kim Stenson, for over 1,500 suc-
cessful rescue missions and to all of
our first responders for the countless
rescues.

Credit is due to Director Christy Hall
and the South Carolina Department of
Transportation for their tireless work.
During the flooding, over 500 roads and
bridges were closed. I know firsthand,
as the road I live on was washed out,
the location of our family home for the
last six generations, which was named
by my grandmother.

Donations and volunteers have come
from across the Nation. The Salvation
Army, led by Major Roger Coulson, has
provided over 50,000 meals to displaced
persons in the flooding. The Red Cross,
inspired by national president Gale
McGovern’s visit, has operated 26 shel-
ters.

I appreciate the positive spirit of the
people of South Carolina spontaneously
coming together as family and neigh-
bors before turning to government.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and the President by his actions must
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

Thank you, Coach Steve Spurrier, for
developing winning Gamecocks.

——

MUST-ACT DEADLINES

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, well, even
some of my Republican colleagues ac-
knowledge that there is chaos in their
conference and that chaos has con-
sequences. Governing from one manu-
factured crisis to another, we have
piled up a whole series of must-act
deadlines.

In just 8 days, the U.S. Government
will default unless Congress acts. Once
again, Republicans are jeopardizing the
full faith and credit of the United
States.

Unfortunately, that is just one of the
deadlines that we face in this calendar
of chaos. In just weeks, we have got to
pass another budget or face another
GOP-engineered shutdown.

We have to pass a highway trust fund
bill. Hopefully, it is not another short-
term patch but something that actu-
ally gets Americans working and re-
builds our infrastructure.

Sadly, the Export-Import Bank still
sits idle. Fortunately, a handful of cou-
rageous Republicans joined all Demo-
crats, and next week, hopefully, we will
be able to get that moving again. It
shouldn’t take that kind of an extraor-
dinary measure. We ought to be able to
do it through the normal course of leg-
islation.

This chaos is out of hand.

Hardworking Americans go to work
every day. We need to do our job in
Congress, and that is to do the business
of the American people. Mr. Speaker,
we have long passed time. We need to
get to work.

———

SOAR ACT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the
House this week will vote on H.R. 10,
the SOAR Reauthorization Act, known
as the Scholarships for Opportunity
and Results Act. This will authorize
the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Pro-
gram for an additional 5 years.

At the core of this scholarship pro-
gram is a simple premise that every
American child deserves the oppor-
tunity to receive a great education. No
child should be forced to attend low-
performing public schools when alter-
natives for parents and their children
are available right around the corner.

Education is essential to climbing
the ladder of success in this Nation,
and this bill takes a positive step for-
ward in giving parents the ability to
provide more opportunities and choices
to pave the way to a better future for
their children.

I urge my colleagues to support this
responsible measure, and 1 thank
Speaker BOEHNER for bringing this leg-
islation to our floor.

BALANCED BUDGET PROPOSAL

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to bring
responsible budgeting to our Nation’s
Capitol. First of all, this means fund-
ing the government every year without
a shutdown, but also it means bal-
ancing the budget.

Since I have served in Congress, we
have been consumed by fights over def-
icit reduction and budget priorities. We
have gone from crisis to crisis, never
coming up with a long-term plan. After
the crisis is over, nothing happens.

Recently, I introduced a balanced
budget amendment that would add dis-
cipline to the budget process and re-
quire the government to spend within
its means. Balanced budget proposals
are not new. But unlike most pro-
posals, my amendment protects Social
Security, enables long-term capital in-
vestments, and ensures that we can re-
spond to emergencies.

In Delaware, like most States, the
law requires the State to have a bal-
anced budget. As Delaware Secretary
of Finance, I helped make that happen.
We should hold the Federal Govern-
ment to the same standard.

If the United States is going to con-
tinue to be the strongest economy in
the world, we need to address our budg-
et deficits now. I urge my colleagues to
bring order and responsibility to our
budget process by passing my amend-
ment.

————
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NATIONAL DYSLEXIA AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, October
is National Dyslexia Awareness Month.
This is something that is very close to
my family. My wife and I watched our
daughter struggle to learn to read. She
dreaded reading aloud in class, and
worrying what her classmates thought
affected her self-esteem.

With hard work, our daughter was
able to catch up and surpass many of
her classmates. Over time, she discov-
ered her strengths in math and science,
which helped her increase her con-
fidence.

It wasn’t until high school that we
found out she actually has dyslexia.
This diagnosis has helped her under-
stand how her brain works and realize
that her difference gives her some ad-
vantages.

We are extremely proud of how hard
she has worked to overcome these chal-
lenges and not let them get in the way
of her success. Mr. Speaker, it is im-
portant that we bring awareness to
dyslexia and educate our communities
about the impact on families.

———

NATIONAL FOREST PRODUCTS
WEEK

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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