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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize the importance of the 
forest products industry as we cele-
brate National Forest Products Week. 

In my home State of New Hampshire, 
we have a rich tradition of supporting 
working forests and recognizing the 
ways in which our forests contribute to 
our State’s economic livelihood and 
the vitality of our rural communities. 

The forest products industry employs 
over 7,000 Granite Staters. These men 
and women proudly continue our 
State’s legacy of responsible forest 
stewardship. From timber production 
to biomass energy, our forests provide 
a wide range of sustainably sourced 
products that citizens and businesses 
rely on throughout our country. 

My district is home to both biomass 
power plants and wood pellet manufac-
turing facilities that are important job 
creators in the renewable energy sec-
tor, and I am proud to serve as co-chair 
of the bipartisan Congressional Bio-
mass Caucus. 

As part of our efforts to underscore 
the economic and environmental con-
tributions to our Nation’s forests, we 
must rededicate ourselves to pre-
serving these treasured lands for future 
generations to come. 

f 

NDAA VETO THREAT 

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I think 
this is absolutely nuts. Yesterday the 
House and the Senate sent the Presi-
dent the National Defense Authoriza-
tion bill requesting his signature, 
which he has now threatened to veto. 

I was an Air Force pilot for 14 years, 
and I sit on the House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence. I un-
derstand how critical it is that our 
military be prepared; and to be pre-
pared, they have to be adequately fund-
ed. 

Vetoing NDAA means that we simply 
don’t provide authorization for funding 
for our troops. It means we cut our 
military readiness. It means we can’t 
continue our fight against ISIS. It cuts 
such critical programs that protect us 
as our missile defense program. I just 
simply don’t understand it. 

The President doesn’t have any spe-
cific objections to this bill. It funds to 
the exact level that he has requested. 
By doing this, the President has ig-
nored the primary responsibility that 
the Federal Government has to defend 
and protect the United States. 

I hope that the President will not fail 
in that responsibility. I hope he will 
sign this critically important bill. 

f 

WE MUST TAKE ACTION ON GUN 
VIOLENCE 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks 3 weeks since the mass shooting 
at Umpqua Community College in 
Roseburg that cost nine innocent 
Americans their lives. As that tragedy 
fades from the headlines, the daily 
tragedy of gun violence in America 
drums on. 

Last week, in south Florida, Janel 
Hamilton was shot to death by her god-
mother’s son while watching TV. She 
was 19 and dreamed of becoming a law-
yer. 

Last weekend, in Chicago, a 3-year- 
old boy named Eian Santiago was shot 
to death by his 6-year-old brother. 
They were playing cops and robbers. 

Last night, in New York City, police 
officer Randolph Holder succumbed to 
a gunshot wound in the head. He was 
responding to gun violence in East Har-
lem. 

In the last 96 hours alone, 91 Ameri-
cans have lost their lives to gun vio-
lence. That is nearly 1 person killed by 
guns every hour in the United States. 

The American people expect us to 
take action. They expect us to stand up 
to those who fight to prevent us from 
taking action; yet, hour by hour goes 
by in this Congress without hearings, 
without debate, and without action. 

Mr. Speaker, I will be back next week 
and the week after that and the week 
after that. Gun violence won’t stop 
until this Congress takes action, and 
neither will I. 

f 

OUR MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM 

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, our mental health system is 
abusive and neglectful to those with a 
serious mental illness. Worse yet, these 
policies disproportionately impact mi-
norities and the poor. African Ameri-
cans are 50 percent less likely to re-
ceive psychiatric treatment. Out-
patient mental health spending for Af-
rican Americans is 40 percent lower. 

While there is an overall shortage of 
mental health professionals, only 3 per-
cent of psychiatrists and 2 percent of 
psychologists are African American. 
The rate is similar for Latino mental 
health professionals and worse for Na-
tive Americans. 

If you are a minority or low income 
and have a serious mental illness, you 
are more likely to end up in prison, 
where 80 percent of inmates don’t re-
ceive any treatment. 

If you are low income, Medicaid 
makes it harder for you to access inpa-
tient mental health treatment, won’t 
let you see two doctors on the same 
day, and says, you can’t take the medi-
cations your doctor prescribed. 

Stop this discrimination. I ask Mem-
bers to cosponsor and pass the Helping 
Families of Mental Health Crisis Act, 
H.R. 2646. People with serious mental 

illness can and do get better with help, 
but where there is no help, there is no 
hope. 

f 

IT IS TIME TO GET REAL ABOUT 
GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, it is time 
to get real about gun violence in Amer-
ica. As the entrusted voices for mil-
lions of Americans, we have a responsi-
bility to address gun violence. In our 
schools, in our movie theaters, and 
even in our churches the threat is ever 
present. 

Most recently a dangerous individual 
went on the campus of a community 
college in Roseburg, Oregon, and 
opened fire, taking nine lives and in-
juring seven. My thoughts and prayers 
are with the family and friends as they 
mourn. 

Chris Mintz, a veteran from 
Randleman, North Carolina, was 
among those injured while rushing into 
the crossfire in an effort to defuse the 
situation. I am honored by his bravery, 
and I wish him a speedy and full recov-
ery. 

From Newtown to Blacksburg, to Au-
rora, to Charleston, these senseless 
shootings are becoming far too com-
mon. It is not just mass shootings that 
are bothersome because every day 88 
people die because of gun violence. 
That is more than 30,000 Americans 
killed every year. 

How many lives must be lost before 
we say that now is the right time to 
pass commonsense legislation to keep 
guns out of the wrong hands? We can 
make a difference. We must, but we 
must take action now. 

f 

PREVENTABLE CHILD AND 
MATERNAL DEATHS 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in support of our children 
and salute the medical researchers and 
the pediatricians who are seeking to 
find cures for debilitating and prevent-
able childhood diseases. 

The leadership of the U.S. is crucial 
in helping end many of these childhood 
and maternal deaths. That is why we 
have included specific provisions in 
21st Century Cures for children. 

Cures bring benefits. Let me give you 
an example: polio. In 1988, the World 
Health Organization had a resolution 
to support the worldwide eradication of 
polio. Through the work of American 
researchers, private citizens, and Ro-
tarians, polio vaccines have nearly 
eradicated this scourge worldwide. 

American leadership should continue 
to help end preventable childhood and 
maternal deaths. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL FOREST 

PRODUCTS WEEK 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize National Forest Prod-
ucts Week and to acknowledge what an 
important role our forests play in all of 
our daily lives. 

The Second District of Florida is 
home to hundreds of thousands of acres 
of public and private forest lands. The 
Apalachicola National Forest alone is 
nearly 1,000 square miles. 

Just last week, I participated in a 
work day with the Nature Conservancy 
in the Apalachicola Forest to learn 
how responsible management can boost 
the economic and environmental value 
of forestland. 

I am proud that north Florida forests 
make such an important contribution 
to our country’s economy and our envi-
ronment. We depend on wood for the 
structure of our homes, the paper we 
write on, and a million different things 
in between, but most significantly for 
the oxygen we breathe. 

f 

FOREST PRODUCTS WEEK 
RECOGNITION 

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
also rise today in recognition of Na-
tional Forest Products Week and the 
men and women across our country 
that work in this crucial industry. For-
est products have been an integral part 
of the North American economy even 
before our States were united. 

From our beginnings, forest products 
built ships and were the main source of 
fuel. Through our industrialization, 
forest products became the foundation 
of our vast rail system and the media 
that fills our great libraries. Today so 
much of everything we get is shipped 
and contained in forest products. For-
est products have always been the 
backbone of housing, a critical sector 
of our economy. 

Forest products are green, renewable, 
and sequester carbon. We have been 
prolific in perfecting our conversion 
technologies, developing new products, 
and growing more timber. In fact, we 
have more trees today in America than 
in 1900. 

To keep our forests healthy and our 
economy strong, we need to develop 
more markets at home and abroad for 
our forest products, and we need to 
commit more research to find cost-ef-
fective ways to utilize our woody bio-
mass, a vast, renewable, carbon-neutral 
fuel source. 

f 

IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT NEED 
FUNDING 

(Mr. HASTINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, this 
month all of us know that we are ad-
dressing the issue of breast cancer and 
cancer generally. I will proudly wear 
this label today for the number of peo-
ple around our country and around the 
world that are suffering from cancer. 

On Monday, I participated at Nova 
Southeastern University with experts 
in genomics and studying this issue. I 
learned from them that only 8 percent 
of grants are made from the National 
Institutes of Health. That is an incred-
ible resource for all of us, and we need 
to be about the business of increasing 
the National Institutes of Health’s op-
portunities to go forward on breast 
cancer. 

The second part of my remarks this 
morning, Mr. Speaker, deals with air-
port workers, specifically in Fort Lau-
derdale and elsewhere. They are fight-
ing for $15 an hour. These are the peo-
ple that clean up the toilets at the air-
port in Broward County. They are the 
people who carry the people on the air-
plane with wheelchairs. We can at least 
afford $15 an hour for them. 

f 

b 1230 

REAUTHORIZE THE NATIONAL 
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 

(Mr. TROTT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the potentially 
grave situation facing our Nation’s se-
curity this week. 

Despite the National Defense Author-
ization Act garnering widespread bipar-
tisan support in both Houses of Con-
gress, President Obama has 
inexplicably threatened to veto it. Our 
soldiers and their families deserve bet-
ter than an administration that plays 
politics with the pay for our troops and 
puts our national security on the line 
just to prove a political point. 

What I find most shocking is the 
President spent the last several 
months fighting to lift economic sanc-
tions so that Iran’s terrorist army 
could receive billions in aid, and now 
he is planning to block funding for 
America’s military. This is unbeliev-
able. Our soldiers deserve better. Our 
Nation deserves better. 

America is facing increased threats 
from around the globe. We have sol-
diers fighting in Afghanistan. We have 
military families bravely continuing 
with their lives as their loved ones risk 
their lives for freedom. 

Not only do we need to fully fund our 
troops, but we need to show the world 
that, when it comes to our defense and 
national security, the United States 
stands as one strong, unified body. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time the President 
drops the partisan games and stands 
with our troops. It is time he signs the 
bill. 

WE ARE THE GREATEST NATION 
ON THE PLANET 

(Mr. CÁRDENAS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I feel 
compelled to take this opportunity to 
remind us how great we are as a coun-
try, but also to remind ourselves that 
we are as great as we are as individuals 
collectively that make our country so 
great, a country where anyone can 
practice whatever faith they choose to 
practice. 

You can come to this country from 
whatever part of the world and start 
anew and perhaps reach heights that 
you could never dream of in other 
places. We still are the greatest nation 
on the planet. 

I am compelled to say these words 
because far too often I see, almost ev-
erywhere I turn, where people want to 
leave this country. They talk about 
how we are not great and how we need 
to get back to greatness. 

We have never lost that greatness. I 
think it is really important for us to 
understand, as Members of Congress, 
that our responsibility is to guide this 
country and to legislate and to make 
decisions, but to always keep in mind 
those fundamental responsibilities that 
we have held true for so many hun-
dreds of years in this country and that 
we are blessed to be the greatest nation 
on the planet. The only way that we 
can do that is if we take our personal 
responsibilities to heart and exercise 
that every single day. 

f 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE DAY 

(Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today on Support Your 
Local Chamber of Commerce Day. 

Livingston Parish is one of the fast-
est growing parishes in the State of 
Louisiana, and the chamber of com-
merce appropriately—with the extraor-
dinary growth of this parish, we have 
had a growth in the businesses, the 
mom-and-pop businesses, and the large 
industrial businesses as well. Appro-
priately, the Livingston Parish Cham-
ber of Commerce was recognized for 
the Louisiana State Chamber of the 
Year Award for the mid-size category 
by the Louisiana Association of Cham-
ber of Commerce Executives. 

When you have a parish that grows at 
rapid rates, you have huge swells in 
population. You have all sorts of de-
mands on infrastructure, but you have 
demands on the growth of the busi-
nesses as well. Particularly, the Liv-
ingston Parish Chamber of Commerce 
was recognized in the areas of business 
resource and representation, commu-
nity alignment, organizational excel-
lence, and professional development. 
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