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and are promised. I feel we are falling 
woefully short should another attack 
occur. We must be prepared better than 
we are. 

f 

PREGNANCY DISCRIMINATION 
AMENDMENT ACT 

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
all Members of our House today to join 
me in support of H.R. 2800, the Preg-
nancy Discrimination Amendment Act. 

This important piece of legislation 
expands upon existing law to help pro-
tect pregnant women from workplace 
discrimination, and I am proud to be a 
cosponsor. 

Women account for nearly half of the 
workforce in our country, so it is par-
ticularly hard to believe, in today’s so-
ciety, women are still denied jobs or 
lose their jobs because they are preg-
nant. Every time this happens to a 
mom, it hurts her, it hurts her family, 
and it hurts our economy. 

We must ensure that hardworking 
moms and moms-to-be are protected 
from unfair employment decisions. As 
a society, we should encourage and 
support all workers. We should help en-
sure that moms and dads are phys-
ically and financially healthy and se-
cure as they approach parenthood. 

As a single father myself, who raised 
my son from the time he was in dia-
pers, I know firsthand how important 
it is to have a support system. That in-
cludes a supportive work environment 
where soon-to-be parents are not wor-
ried about being fired or about being 
overlooked for jobs or promotions be-
cause they have decided to have chil-
dren. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2016—VETO MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114–70) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KELLY of Mississippi) laid before the 
House the following veto message from 
the President of the United States: 
To The House of Representatives: 

I am returning herewith without my 
approval H.R. 1735, the ‘‘National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2016.’’ While there are provisions in 
this bill that I support, including the 
codification of key interrogation-re-
lated reforms from Executive Order 
13491 and positive changes to the mili-
tary retirement system, the bill would, 
among other things, constrain the abil-
ity of the Department of Defense to 
conduct multi-year defense planning 
and align military capabilities and 
force structure with our national de-
fense strategy, impede the closure of 
the detention facility at Guantanamo 
Bay, and prevent the implementation 
of essential defense reforms. 

This bill fails to authorize funding 
for our national defense in a fiscally re-

sponsible manner. It underfunds our 
military in the base budget, and in-
stead relies on an irresponsible budget 
gimmick that has been criticized by 
members of both parties. Specifically, 
the bill’s use of $38 billion in Overseas 
Contingency Operations funding— 
which was meant to fund wars and is 
not subject to budget caps—does not 
provide the stable, multi-year budget 
upon which sound defense planning de-
pends. Because this bill authorizes base 
budget funding at sequestration levels, 
it threatens the readiness and capabili-
ties of our military and fails to provide 
the support our men and women in uni-
form deserve. The decision reflected in 
this bill to circumvent rather than re-
verse sequestration further harms our 
national security by locking in unac-
ceptable funding cuts for crucial na-
tional security activities carried out 
by non-defense agencies. 

I have repeatedly called upon the 
Congress to work with my Administra-
tion to close the detention facility at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and explained 
why it is imperative that we do so. As 
I have noted, the continued operation 
of this facility weakens our national 
security by draining resources, dam-
aging our relationships with key allies 
and partners, and emboldening violent 
extremists. Yet in addition to failing 
to remove unwarranted restrictions on 
the transfer of detainees, this bill seeks 
to impose more onerous ones. The exec-
utive branch must have the flexibility, 
with regard to those detainees who re-
main at Guantanamo, to determine 
when and where to prosecute them, 
based on the facts and circumstances of 
each case and our national security in-
terests, and when and where to transfer 
them consistent with our national se-
curity and our humane treatment pol-
icy. Rather than taking steps to bring 
this chapter of our history to a close, 
as I have repeatedly called upon the 
Congress to do, this bill aims to extend 
it. 

The bill also fails to adopt many es-
sential defense reforms, including to 
force structure, weapons systems, and 
military health care. Our defense strat-
egy depends on investing every dollar 
where it will have the greatest effect. 
My Administration’s proposals will ac-
complish this through critical reforms 
that divest unneeded force structure, 
slow growth in compensation, and re-
duce wasteful overhead. The restric-
tions in the bill would require the De-
partment of Defense to retain unneces-
sary force structure and weapons sys-
tems that we cannot afford in today’s 
fiscal environment, contributing to a 
military that will be less capable of re-
sponding effectively to future chal-
lenges. 

Because of the manner in which this 
bill would undermine our national se-
curity, I must veto it. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 22, 2015. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ob-
jections of the President will be spread 
at large upon the Journal, and the veto 

message and the bill will be printed as 
a House document. 

Pursuant to the order of the House of 
October 21, 2015, further consideration 
of the veto message and the bill are 
postponed until the legislative day of 
Thursday, November 5, 2015, and that 
on that legislative day, the House shall 
proceed to the constitutional question 
of reconsideration and dispose of such 
question without intervening motion. 

f 

SYRIAN DISPLACEMENT CRISIS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as the Syrian displacement crisis 
has consumed seven nations in the 
Middle East, among them Lebanon, 
Jordan, Turkey, obviously, and Syria 
itself, and has spawned the largest ref-
ugee crisis Europe has faced since 
World War II. 

The scope of the damage is incred-
ible. This protracted conflict has deci-
mated Syria’s infrastructure and has 
already taken the lives of over 250,000 
civilians, has displaced over 4 million 
people, and has subjected tens upon 
thousands of children in that nation to 
Assad’s horrific barrel bombs. Most ev-
eryone who remains in Syria endures 
power and water cuts, the threat of 
shelling, galloping inflation, and ramp-
ant speculation about: What will hap-
pen next? Who will help us, the inno-
cents? 

With roads often subject to ambush, 
freedom to travel has been heavily cur-
tailed. Checkpoints and concrete blast 
barriers have become accepted adorn-
ments of daily life. Institutions such as 
schools, hospitals, and offices remain 
open in government-held areas, though 
many schools have become shelters for 
the legions of war injured and home-
less. Truly, it is grim. Often, classes 
are held in double shifts to make room 
for the extra students. This is everyday 
life in Syria. 

Five years into the conflict that has 
ravaged this once-modern nation, more 
than half of the Syrian population is 
displaced, with over 4 million refugees 
in neighboring countries and tens of 
thousands moving toward Europe. We 
see this on television every evening. 

My hometown of Toledo has taken in 
8 weary Syrian families—refugees who 
have now again found hope in the lib-
erty that America offers—but fewer 
than 2,000 Syrians have come to the 
United States, though the war has dis-
placed more than 12 million since 2011. 
The free world simply cannot allow 
this savage slaughter and dislocation 
to continue. 

We ask ourselves: Where is the lead-
ership for resolution? 

b 1715 
Now, in addition to daily airstrikes 

against civilians by the Syrian Govern-
ment violating international humani-
tarian law, Russian warplanes are 
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