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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today we
will vote on what, hopefully, will be
this Congress’ last short-term exten-
sion of the highway bill. We have made
progress on a long-term bill, and the
House should consider that legislation
next week. This is good news.

But the short-term bill also includes
an inevitable but disappointing exten-
sion of the deadline for railroads to in-
stall positive train control technology.
This technology can prevent train acci-
dents and is designed to save lives.

Originally, Congress gave railroads 7
years to install positive train control,
but as that deadline approaches, the
railroads are woefully behind schedule.
With the railroad industry’s threat to
shut down over our heads, we have no
choice but to go through with this ex-
tension.

I worry what the consequences will
be for this. This has to be the last
delay that we give to the railroads.

Congress did not mandate positive
train control to be a thorn in the rail-
roads’ side. It was done to save lives.

———

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
ON MEAT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to set the record
straight regarding a claim this week by
the International Agency for Research
on Cancer classifying processed meats
as carcinogenic and red meat as a prob-
able carcinogen.

According to the American Cancer
Society, there is a lifetime risk of de-
veloping colorectal cancer of 5 percent.
By this organization’s own findings,
eating a cold-cut sandwich or a hot dog
every day would only raise that risk to
around 6 percent.

Doctors with the International Agen-
cy for the Research on Cancer admit
that the risk for someone to develop
cancer due to red meat consumption is
dwarfed by the risk caused by cigarette
and alcohol consumption.

With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, this
study should not be used for scare-
mongering in causing people across the
Nation to believe that red meats or
processed foods are dangerous.

The fact remains that variety is the
key to a healthy, well-balanced diet,
and that cancer is not caused by a sin-
gle food.

———

FIX OUR BROKEN IMMIGRATION
SYSTEM

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I call
upon the House of Representatives to
finally fix our broken immigration sys-
tem.

The American people have had
enough. They have had enough of the
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lack of security around our borders.
They have had enough of the economic
damage of not being able to hire and
retain the people we need to grow our
economy and make us strong.

We have had enough of the chaos
within our borders, of the difficult de-
cisions that police and law enforce-
ment officials have had to make with
regard to enforcing a set of unenforce-
able laws, under which more than 10
million people here don’t have docu-
mentation.

This needs to end. We should not
have 12 million illegal immigrants. We
should not have 8 million illegal immi-
grants. We shouldn’t even have 1 mil-
lion illegal immigrants.

If we simply acted upon the bipar-
tisan proposal that passed the Senate
with more than two-thirds support last
session and, I believe, would pass the
House today if we brought it to the
floor, we would finally unite families,
secure our borders, boost our economy,
and end the enormous number of people
who are here without their papers.

I call upon this body to act.

CONGRATULATING PAUL MODRICH
AND AZIZ SANCAR

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to congratulate scientists Paul
Modrich of Duke University and Aziz
Sancar of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill on winning the
2015 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. They
share this prestigious award with
Swedish scientist Tomas Lindahl for
their work in understanding how cells
repair damaged DNA.

Dr. Modrich is the James B. Duke
Professor of Biochemistry at Duke’s
medical school and a member of the
Duke Cancer Institute. He is also an in-
vestigator with the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute. Dr. Modrich’s re-
search has demonstrated how the cell
corrects errors that occur when DNA is
replicated during cell division.

Dr. Sancar is the Sarah Graham
Kenan Professor of Biochemistry at
UNC’s medical School. Only the second
Turk to win a Nobel Prize, he is the co-
founder of the Aziz and Gwen Sancar
Foundation, a nonprofit organization
that promotes Turkish culture and
supports Turkish students in the
United States. Dr. Sancar has mapped
the mechanism that cells use to repair
UV damage to DNA.

Congratulations to Dr. Modrich and
Dr. Sancar on their extraordinary
achievements. We are fortunate they
call North Carolina home.

EX-IM BANK DISCHARGE
REAUTHORIZATION

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of reauthor-
izing the Export-Import Bank.
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In the First District of Georgia, the
Ex-Im Bank facilitates exports for over
17 companies, more than half of which
are small businesses, over $500 million
in exports, and supports over 3,200 jobs.

Around Georgia, those numbers jump
to more than $4 billion in exports from
205 companies supporting almost 30,000
jobs.

With the recent expiration of the Ex-
Im Bank, many of these companies
have suffered the loss of millions of
dollars in new business growth, market
access, and risked thousands of jobs.

While we stand here debating the fu-
ture of the Ex-Im Bank, our competi-
tors are leveraging their own versions
of their export-import agencies to in-
crease their market shares abroad.

While I advocated for reforms that go
further than this legislation, it does
provide critical reforms necessary to
ensure taxpayers are protected while
allowing the bank to do its important
work.

Passing this legislation is essential
to protecting thousands of jobs, and I
urge my colleagues to join us in reau-
thorizing the Ex-Im Bank and to let
the world know America is open for
business.

CONGENITAL HEART FUTURES
ACT

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the nearly 1 in 100
newborns born with congenital heart
disease. Congenital heart disease is the
most common birth defect and is the
number one cause of birth defect re-
lated deaths.

This disease demands our attention.
That is why I founded the Congenital
Heart Caucus, and that is why, this
week, I am introducing legislation to
reauthorize the Congenital Heart Fu-
tures Act.

This legislation focuses on studying,
educating, and raising awareness of the
continuing impact congenital heart
disease has throughout the life span. It
promotes more research at NIH and en-
courages the need to seek and maintain
lifelong, specialized care.

This bill helps give hope to the 40,000
babies born with congenital heart dis-
ease each year and their families
across the U.S. I urge my colleagues to
support this very important bill. We
must continue our efforts to help our

future generations live longer,
healthier lives.
———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:
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