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notable philanthropists. Mr. Moultrie is also a
blood donor and a proud member of NSA’s
Red Cross 10-Gallon Club.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Mr. Moultrie and his lifelong
dedicated service to the United States govern-
ment and the Intelligence Community. It is
with great pride that | congratulate Mr.
Moultrie on his retirement and wish him the
best of luck in all his future endeavors.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased today to rec-
ognize October as Down Syndrome Aware-
ness Month. Down syndrome is a congenital
disorder arising from a chromosome defect,
likely a full or partial copy of chromosome 21.
This defect causes intellectual impairment and
physical abnormalities.

Approximately 1 in 700 babies in the United
States are born with Down syndrome. Infants
with Down syndrome are more likely to have
other medical issues such as hearing loss,
heart defects, and various eye diseases. Fur-
thermore, African American infants born with
Down syndrome have a lower chance of sur-
viving past the first year of life than infants
with Down syndrome from other racial and
ethnic backgrounds.
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The economic impacts on the families of
those with Down syndrome are also stag-
gering. Medical care costs for children in their
first four years are twelve times higher than
the costs associated with a child without Down
syndrome. Nearly 40 percent of families have
suffered a financial setback or have forced a
family member to stop working because of the
child’s condition.

Progress has been made in some areas
that impact individuals with Down syndrome.
The life expectancy for individuals with this
disability has greatly increased. The 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act, a bipartisan bill that passed
the House of Representatives earlier this ses-
sion, provides additional funding to the Na-
tional Institute of Health for medical research
that one day may move the needle of innova-
tion in research and treatment forward enough
to improve the lives of individuals with Down
syndrome.

| am pleased to recognize the 400,000
Americans with Down syndrome and the fami-
lies who have sacrificed so that these individ-
uals can live their lives to the fullest.
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Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to express the sorrow
and profound loss that is being felt in commu-
nities across New Mexico following a heinous
act of violence that took the life of an innocent
young girl.

Four year-old Lilly Garcia was in the back
seat of her car with her family, when in a case
of road rage, a bullet that was fired at her car,
hit her, and killed her. This senseless violence
was shocking and heartbreaking. It has shak-
en our community to its core. We cannot turn
a blind eye to violence like this. Sadly this
story of violence is not unique.

In Rio Rancho we lost Officer Gregg Benner
who was shot and killed in the line of duty,
and in Albuquerque, Officer Daniel Webster
died this week after he too was shot in the line
of duty. We must have a real discussion about
how we address the violence that has taken
the lives of too many loved ones, and only by
coming together as a community can we make
a change.

My heart goes out to the family of Lilly Gar-
cia and all those who have lost someone they
love to violence.
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