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Nothing since those 100 days have
now passed lead me to have any dif-
ferent view of the impact of that deal
on the United States of America. And
yet the President appears prepared to
continue to implement the deal on its
terms, at least as he understands it.

And while media attention may have
shifted away to other things, it is in-
cumbent upon this body, the United
States Congress, to remain vigilant
and to ensure that America’s vital na-
tional security interests are not dam-
aged beyond repair in the execution of
the Iran deal.

Indeed, in those 100 days, it has be-
come clear that this deal is so badly
conceived and America’s position so
muddled and the text so poorly drafted
that the parties cannot even agree
what they executed 100 days ago.

For example, Secretary Kerry, the
principal negotiator on behalf of the
United States and the P5+1, said on
July 23 in front of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, “We will not vio-
late the JCPOA if we use our authori-
ties to impose sanctions on Iran for
terrorism, human rights, missiles, or
any other nonnuclear reason.”

But, on October 21, Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, in a let-
ter to President Rouhani ostensibly ap-
proving the JCPOA, said, ‘‘Throughout
the 8-year period, any imposition of
sanctions at any level and under any
pretext, including repetitive and fab-
ricated pretexts of terrorism and
human rights, on the part of any of the
countries involved in the negotiation
will constitute a violation of the
JCPOA.”

Members of Congress and the Amer-
ican people were promised repeatedly
that this deal was only about Iran’s nu-
clear program, and that America’s abil-
ity to implement sanctions based on
Iran’s continued terrorist activities,
ballistic missile ambitions, and other
nonnuclear issues would not be im-
peded. But it now appears that the only
man in Iran whose interpretation mat-
ters—the Ayatollah Khamenei—be-
lieves 100 percent the reverse of that.

This isn’t a small disagreement. This
isn’t about where you put a semicolon
or a comma. This isn’t a small tech-
nical detail. This goes to the very
heart of the deal between the P5+1 and
the Iranian Republic.

Iran’s refusal to abide by the written
terms of the agreement as it relates to
sanctions seems, on its face, to be an
irresolvable conflict on a key issue—
and Congress must lead. Congress must
stand ready, willing, and unified in
combating aggression by a regime who
continues to view America as the
“Great Satan,” and has been
emboldened by this deal.

Rather than moderate, the regime
has continued to flout U.N. resolutions,
kidnapped more Americans, and
stepped up its efforts to dominate the
region. Here are several examples.

On July 24, 10 days after the JCPOA
was announced, Iran’s chief exporter of
terrorism, Quds Force Commander
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Qassem Soleimani, traveled to Moscow,
in direct violation of a U.N. Security
Council resolution.

In September, it was reported that,
in anticipation of sanctions relief, the
Iranian regime has significantly in-
creased funding for terrorist groups
Lebanese Hezbollah and Hamas, two or-
ganizations that have American blood
on their hands. There is no doubt that
these groups have turned their eyes to
the West and to Israel as they seek to
grow their deadly and destabilizing
force in the Middle East, with no mod-
eration, after they signed to this deal.

On October 10, Iran successfully test-
fired a next-generation ballistic mis-
sile, capable of striking Israel, in an-
other clear violation of U.N. Security
Council resolutions.

And in just the last weeks, the re-
gime kidnapped yet another American
citizen without justification, Siamak
Namazi, who joins Pastor Saeed
Abedini, former Marine Amir Hekmati,
and Washington Post reporter Jason
Rezaian, in unjust captivity in Iran.
There is every reason to believe there
will be more.

Iran has firmly set itself against
American interests in Syria as well. A
ground force of over 2,000 Iranian forces
continues to fight against American in-
terests in Syria, supporting dictator
Bashar al-Assad, who our President has
said repeatedly must go.

I came to the floor today because it
is the 36th anniversary of the Iranian
hostage crisis back in 1979. Anyone who
had hoped that the Iran deal with the
United States would portend a new era
of openness between Iran and the
United States has been disappointed
and jolted beyond all imagination in
the past 100 days.

The Iranian regime clearly intends to
test our willingness in Congress to de-
fend America’s interest by pushing the
limits of the JCPOA, and beyond. Iran
also intends to intensify their conflict
with the West, imbued with a new le-
gitimacy. It now has $150 billion.

We, the Congress, have a duty to not
let the passage of time, the loss of
media interest, and the difficulty of
the task to prevent us from protecting
America’s interest Iran’s aggression—
even if we must battle our own Presi-
dent.

————
CARE FOR ALL VETERANS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. R0OSs-
LEHTINEN). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
COSTELLO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, as we look forward to
celebrating Veterans Day on November
11, let me just thank every man and
woman serving in our military and
every veteran for your service to our
country. You represent and reflect the
very best in our country’s values and
ideals.

This month, we also celebrate Na-
tional Family Caregiver Month. Care-
givers play a vital role, providing care
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and a sense of comfort and peace at
trying times for Americans all over our
country.

While we recognize all caregivers, 1
rise today to specifically speak about
individuals who dedicate their liveli-
hood, love, and support to improving
our veterans’ quality of life.

Caregivers of veterans assist with
personal care needs and support their
daily activities, including mental and
physical therapies, managing of fi-
nances, transportation, and other es-
sential duties.

In 2010, Congress passed the Care-
givers and Veterans Health Services
Act, marking the needed investment in
supporting the family caregivers of our
veterans by creating the VA Caregiver
Support program. This law, while bene-
ficial, limits eligibility of the program
to post-9/11 veterans only.

I believe we should not limit the care
of a veteran based on their period of
service, but instead make the program
accessible to veterans of all service
areas, particularly our elderly veterans
and their caregivers who presently do
not have the benefit. In an effort to
open the program to all veterans, I
joined Congresswoman ELIZABETH ESTY
to introduce the CARE for All Veterans
Act, H.R. 2894.

Earlier this year, I attended a town
hall at the Southeastern Veterans’
Center in Spring City, Chester County,
where a Vietnam war veteran asked me
why his caregiver could not have ac-
cess to the support provided by the VA
Caregiver Support program.

I want to thank that veteran for rais-
ing this issue. On behalf of the esti-
mated 214,000 pre-9/11 veterans in Penn-
sylvania, including 11,000 in my district
alone, and veterans all across this
country, I introduced the CARE for All
Veterans Act with Congresswoman
EsTY. This legislation is a meaningful
step to ensure our veterans receive the
quality of care they need in the com-
fort of their own home from their loved
one.

H.R. 2894 responsibly grows the pro-
gram to create an equitable system for
our Nation’s veterans and provide addi-
tional assistance to primary family
caregivers of eligible pre-9/11 veterans.

A coalition of veterans groups sup-
port the CARE for All Veterans Act,
including the American Legion, Mili-
tary Officers Association of America,
Disabled American Veterans,
AMVETS, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and
VetsFirst.

I encourage my colleagues to cospon-
sor this legislation and, when the time
comes, support this legislation on the
House floor. Our focus must obviously
be on making sure our veterans receive
the care and services need. That means
ensuring their loved ones and care-
givers have the proper training, sup-
port services, travel expenses, health
care, and respite care to provide the
best in-home care for veterans. All
caregivers, no matter the age of the
veteran they serve, should have access
to the VA Caregiver Support program.
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During a month when we recognize
Veterans Day, we must also take a mo-
ment to recognize those who play an
instrumental role in the life of a vet-
eran: their caregivers. By passing this
bill, we could make a big difference for
the veteran and their caregiver.

I am grateful to my constituents for
bringing this need to my attention, and
I call upon my colleagues to join me in
this effort in supporting H.R. 2894.

——————

DEFEATING ISIS AND
PRESIDENT’S SYRIA STRATEGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) for 56 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of
countless Hoosiers who are concerned
for our troops. Like many Americans,
we are increasingly dismayed by the
Obama administration’s incoherent
strategy to defeat ISIS and protect
American interests around the world.

As someone who served this country
in the United States Marine Corps, and
now as an elected Representative, I
take seriously our responsibility here
in Congress to demand war strategies
that put American military personnel
in a position to successfully complete
their missions. This responsibility to
our troops—to set them up for vic-
tory—has contributed to a new level of
frustration felt by many of us over
President Obama’s disjointed foreign
policy decisions in the Middle East.

Just last Friday, without any input
from Congress, and absent any form of
public debate, a White House spokes-
person announced to the world that
President Obama was authorizing the
deployment of U.S. special operators
directly into the fray in Syria.

Rather than hear it straight from our
Commander in Chief, it took President
Obama 3 full days to appear publicly
and discuss his decision to escalate
U.S. involvement and put more Amer-
ican boots on the ground.

On the one hand, I applaud the ad-
ministration for any attempts to de-
grade the capabilities of ISIS and sta-
bilize a war-torn Syria. However, it re-
mains unclear what these brave special
operators have been asked to accom-
plish. And, what strategy will enable a
few dozen U.S. special operators to de-
cisively drive ISIS from their strong-
hold in Raqqa?

To be clear, I know many of these
valorous special operators personally. I
am familiar with their remarkable
ability to accomplish seemingly impos-
sible missions, even with the odds
stacked against them. But these war-
riors are not magicians. They are not a
magic elixir capable of turning the tide
of a 4-year, multifaceted civil war.
They must be empowered to win.

President Obama tells us the U.S.
mission is to degrade and defeat ISIS.
But for that to succeed, he must ar-
ticulate a broader strategy for the re-
maining 15 months of his tenure as
Commander in Chief.
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As it currently stands, limited air-
strikes and a handful of special forces
operators will not sufficiently empower
the United States and our partners to
initiate change in the region.

Unfortunately, I fear that this marks
yet another instance of the President
dictating U.S. defense policy by pop-
ular opinion. This is unfair to our men
and women in uniform, their families,
and it is unfair to all Americans.

My fervent hope is that during the
close of this administration, a coher-
ent, longer-term strategy is developed
that empowers the greatest military in
the world to protect American inter-
ests and to bring stability to a region
desperately in need of peace.

—
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HONORING OUR VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. YOUNG) for 56 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today, as we approach Veterans
Day, to honor the brave men and
women who have served our country in
uniform.

Now, earlier this year, I met with a
group of young Iowans in Greenfield,
Iowa, belonging to the Junior Opti-
mists Club. They found a truly unique
way to pay tribute to our Iowa vet-
erans.

The Sidey family owned and pub-
lished the Free Press in Greenfield,
Iowa, for over 125 years. The Free Press
would publish in their newspaper let-
ters Iowa servicemembers sent home to
their families over the years.

The Junior Optimists I met with
went through the Sideys’ collection of
letters from World War II from sol-
diers. They picked out the ones they
found most interesting or compelling
and read them aloud at a Flag Day
celebration that I was fortunate to at-
tend.

I want to share one here, and I will
put some others in the RECORD here
with my colleagues in the House of
Representatives, and enshrine them in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that we,
and future generations, may always re-
member the very real and human
struggles our men and women face as
they leave their loved ones and family
behind to bravely secure and serve our
country with dignity, honor and dis-
tinction.

I would like to read one of these let-
ters, written by Lieutenant Kenneth
Eatinger of Adair County, Iowa.

July 23, 1943.

Dear Little Brother:

I hope and trust you will be able to read
this all by yourself, but if you can’t, mother
will read it to you and you will be able to
save it and read it yourself at a later date
after you have learned to read better.

Sonny, I know you miss me. I miss you
too. It is too bad this war could not have
been delayed a few more years so that I
could have been with you a while longer and
do all the things I had planned to do with
you. But I suppose we must be brave and put
those things off for now.
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If T could just get home once more to see
you and all the folks again and have them
meet my little wife and baby, I wouldn’t ask
for anything more.

When you are a little older, you will know
why your brother had to leave home for so
long. You know we have a big country and
we have big ideals as to how people should
live and enjoy the riches of it and how each
is born with equal rights to life, freedom,
and the pursuit of happiness.

Unfortunately, there are some countries in
the world where they do not have these
ideals, where a boy cannot grow up to be
what he wants to be, with no limits on his
opportunity to be a great man such as a
great statesman or a businessman, a farmer,
a soldier.

Because there are many people in other
countries who want to change our Nation, its
ideals, its form of government and way of
life, we must leave our homes and families to
fight.

When it is all over, your brother is going
to bring his little family home to see you
and Mom and Dad and Inez and all the rest.
In the meantime, take good care of Mom and
Dad and grow up to be a good boy and a good
young man.

Study hard when you are in school. Be a
good leader in everything good in life. Be a
good American, strive to win, but if you
must lose, lose like a gentleman, and be a
good sport. Don’t be a quitter, either in
sports or in your business or profession when
you grow up.

Get all the education you can. Stay close
to Mom and follow her advice. Obey her in
everything, no matter how you may at times
disagree. She knows what is best and will
never let you down or lead you away from
the right and honorable things of life.

Little Brother, if I don’t come back, you
will have to be Mom and Dad’s protectors
when they get older because you will be the
only one they have. You must grow up to
take my place as well as your own in their
life and heart.

Last of all, don’t forget your brother. Pray
for him to come back from this war, and if it
is God’s will that he does not, be the kind of
boy and man your brother wants you to be.

Kiss Mother, Dad, and Inez for me every
night. Goodbye for now, Little Brother. With
love to you and all the family, Your Brother.

Mr. Speaker, these are the words of a
brave man, and they ring as true today
as they did over 70 years ago when they
were written. They embody the ideals
of this great Nation and the ethos of
our Armed Forces that have fought,
sacrificed, and died for our country so
that we can remain free.

My friends and colleagues, next
week, when we recognize these men
and women on Veterans Day, look
them in the eye and say, ‘“Thank you.”
For their bravery and sacrifices, they
deserve our unwavering gratitude and
respect.

May God bless them, and may God
bless these United States of America.

—————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
WILLIAM “BRIT” KIRWAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Cos-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, first, I
would say I was moved by the remarks
of the gentleman who just spoke, and I
know we all join him in his sentiments.
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