H7636

O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God, our Creator, we give You thanks
for giving us another day. You brought
light from darkness and order from
chaos. During ongoing contentious de-
bates, lead our lawmakers, using their
daily experiences of joy and sorrow,
pleasure and pain, victory and defeat,
to strive together for Your glory. May
the fruits of their labor redound to the
benefit of our Nation.

As a community of colleagues, pos-
sessed of multiple layers of friendships
unknown to the public eye, this assem-
bly takes special notice today of the
passing of Howard Coble, the much-
loved and respected Member of 30 years
from North Carolina. A gentleman to
the core, may we all strive to embody
his grace, class, and respect for this in-
stitution and for those among whom
we engage in the work to be done here.
May he rest in peace.

And may everything done this day in
the people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. CHU) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JUDY CHU of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

—————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF HOWARD
COBLE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today we
mourn the loss of Howard Coble, a dedi-
cated public servant and a champion
for his constituents in North Carolina’s
Sixth District for 30 years. He never
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backed down from a challenge to do
what was right for North Carolina and
always pushed Washington to work
better for those he represented.

Howard was the essence of what it
means to be a Southern gentleman,
someone who simply exuded kindness,
charm, and compassion. He was a man
of integrity and principle, a Represent-
ative who stood for what is right and
who fought on behalf of what makes
America great.

He will be missed, but his legacy of
service and devotion to North Carolina
will continue to be the standard that
current and future leaders follow.

Howard, we miss you.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE POWER
ACT

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr.
Speaker, we depend on immigrant
workers to take some of the toughest
jobs. They pick our food, clean our
houses, and wash our cars. As U.S.
workers, they deserve to freely exercise
their labor rights; yet when immi-
grants want to organize for fair pay or
decent working conditions, they are
often silenced by unscrupulous employ-
ers who retaliate through harassment,
abuse, and threats of immigration en-
forcement.

This is unacceptable. When I hear
about it, I think of Asuncion Valdivia,
who died after 10 hours of grape pick-
ing in 105 degree heat. Asuncion did not
have the opportunity to report a viola-
tion. We cannot allow any voice to be
stifled, especially when that voice is
speaking out against dangerous or un-
fair practices.

That is why I am introducing the
POWER Act this week. This bill ex-
pands U visa eligibility for victims of
retaliation, strengthens labor agencies’
investigative powers, and allows a stay
of removal for workers who filed a
workplace claim.

We must protect our workers,
matter who they are.

no

—————
CONGRATULATIONS TO MARIAN
HIGH SCHOOL’S BOYS’ SOCCER
TEAM
(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Marian High
School boys’ soccer team. For the first
time in the school’s bl-year history,
the Knights won a State title. Last
weekend, the Knights claimed the
Class 1A State boys’ soccer champion-
ship with a 3-0 victory.

The win also earned Head Coach Ben
Householter his first State champion-
ship in 18 years as head coach. He was
also named the Northern Indiana Con-
ference Coach of the Year. All season
long, Marian competed against the best
of the best, finishing with 20 wins and
only 2 losses.
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Mr. Speaker, I stand before you
today a very proud Hoosier. Marian
High School is a great school, and the
team, the coach, the teachers, and the
entire student body should be proud
today. I want to recognize the parents,
who sacrifice so much for their kids to
play in sports programs.

The achievement that this is today is
something these students will have for
a lifetime. On behalf of the people of
the Second Congressional District of
the State of Indiana, I applaud Coach
Householter and the entire team for
their determination and hard work. I
congratulate them all on an amazing
season.

NEW STARTS AND SMALL STARTS
PROGRAM

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise in support of the Federal Transit
Administration’s New Starts and Small
Starts program, which provides critical
grant funding for the creation or exten-
sion of existing fixed guideway transit
systems.

Funding for these projects has facili-
tated the creation of dozens of new or
extended public transportation systems
in rural, suburban, and urban commu-
nities all across this country.

By creating good-paying construc-
tion jobs and connecting job-seeking
commuters with employers, New Starts
offers significant benefits to commu-
nities that are in need of rail expan-
sion.

In New Hampshire and across New
England, we have been working col-
laboratively with our neighboring
States to create a unified vision for our
region’s rail networks.

I was pleased to host a rail summit
just a few weeks ago that brought to-
gether regional stakeholders and offi-
cials from the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration, the FTA, and New England
States.

As we continue to work on the high-
way bill this week, I urge my col-
leagues to support Congressmen LIPIN-
SKI, NADLER, and DOLD’s amendment,
which will restore much-needed local
flexibility for New Start projects.

——————

NORTH CAROLINA HAS LOST A
FAVORITE SON

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, last
night on election day in North Caro-
lina, we lost one of our favorite sons,
Howard Coble, a man who served in
these Halls for three full decades, yet
his heart always belonged to the con-
stituents of The Old North State. I am
honored to stand with my colleagues
today and others in acknowledging our
Congressman.
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