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away. In my district, more than 6,700 
heroes will rely on the Zadroga Act for 
medical care not for the next 5 years, 
as is being proposed, but for the rest of 
their lives. 

Time doesn’t erase our moral impera-
tive to cover their medical expenses. It 
is an extension of the costs of the at-
tack. America’s heroes deserve a per-
manent reauthorization of the Zadroga 
Act, and nothing less. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this House 
permanently reauthorize this program, 
which is essential to our deserving he-
roes. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been 34 days since the murder of nine 
men and women at Umpqua Commu-
nity College in Oregon. It has been 140 
days since the murder of nine parish-
ioners at Mother Emanuel Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina. It has been 
1,055 days since the murder of 20 chil-
dren and 6 adults at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School in Newtown, Con-
necticut. 

In the time since then, Congress has 
done nothing to close loopholes in our 
background check system and make it 
easier to identify a dangerous indi-
vidual before they are able to buy a 
gun. 

There are more mass shootings in the 
United States each year than in any 
other country, and six of the deadliest 
shootings in American history have 
taken place in just the past 8 years. 

It shouldn’t be this way. It doesn’t 
have to be this way. Congress has the 
responsibility to stand up to the power-
ful special interests and say, ‘‘No 
more.’’ There is no reason lawmakers 
in this body should continue to cower 
before the National Rifle Association. 
We are the people’s Representatives, 
and it is time to get to work on com-
monsense reforms that will save the 
lives of thousands of Americans and 
put an end to the epidemic of gun vio-
lence in our country. 

f 

HONORING SENATOR FRED 
THOMPSON 

(Mrs. BLACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a Tennessee 
giant: Senator Fred Thompson. 

Whether Fred Thompson was speak-
ing on the Senate floor, canvassing the 
State in his red pickup truck, or enter-
taining us on the big screen, he always 
did the Volunteer State proud. 

In his lifetime, Fred saw many ac-
complishments, but he remained the 
same: a proud product of Lawrence-
burg, Tennessee, the son of a car sales-
man, and the first person in his family 
to earn a college degree. 

Fred was a statesman who led with 
conviction. He was a visionary who 
helped bring Tennessee from a Demo-
cratic stronghold to the conservative 
success story that it is today. He was a 
loving husband and father. He was a 
man of faith, who I know has found ul-
timate healing today from the cancer 
that gripped his earthly body. 

Tennessee shines brighter because of 
Fred Thompson’s service. We will miss 
him deeply, but we know that his leg-
acy lives on. 

f 

MANATEE AWARENESS MONTH 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, did you 
know it is Manatee Awareness Month? 

Every November, we celebrate these 
beautiful, gentle creatures. How lucky 
we are that Florida is one of the few 
places in the world where you can see 
them. 

To raise awareness, I would like to 
recognize the Save the Manatee Club, 
an international nonprofit which has 
been working to save endangered 
manatees since 1981, when it was co-
sponsored by Jimmy Buffett and my fa-
ther, Governor Bob Graham. Their 
commitment to these unique animals 
has made great strides in protecting 
them around the world. 

Human activity presents the greatest 
threat to manatees, but we are also 
their greatest hope. Only our compas-
sion and action can protect them. 

f 

FAR-REACHING ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATORY MANDATE 

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, President Obama issued an execu-
tive memorandum that could turn into 
one of the most far-reaching and dev-
astating environmental regulations in 
history. This document, which holds 
the same weight as an executive order, 
aims to expand a 26-year-old policy 
that requires agencies to set a no net 
loss of wetlands to all natural re-
sources. The economic impact of this 
regulation would be devastating to the 
West. 

Why do I live in Utah? I live there be-
cause I love it. I love to rock climb. I 
love to ski. I love the beauty of the 
place I live. 

All of us want to protect our natural 
resources, but we can’t put human in-
terests at the bottom of the priority 
pile. This is more than a huge power 
grab. It is going to devastate the trust 
that is essential between the President 
and the American people. 

If the President wants more regula-
tions and further protections on nat-
ural resources, such a thing must be 
done in the people’s Congress by those 
who are closest to the people. For that 
reason, I will use every tool at my dis-
posal in order to ensure that this out-

rageous Presidential decree is not im-
plemented. 

f 

b 1230 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF FORMER CONGRESSMAN HOW-
ARD COBLE 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor former Congressman 
Howard Coble, who passed away last 
night. 

Howard Coble was the epitome of a 
public servant. He served in the U.S. 
Coast Guard, the North Carolina State 
House, and as the Congressman for 
North Carolina’s Sixth Congressional 
District for more than 30 years. 

Howard Coble dedicated his life to 
serving, and it was exemplified in the 
way he ran his office. As a freshman 
Member of Congress, I looked to him in 
serving my constituents. He was stead-
fast, attentive, and always put his con-
stituents first. Some say he offered the 
best constituent services of any Mem-
ber. 

I will never forget the night Howard 
Coble welcomed me to Congress the 
day I was sworn in. He later wished me 
well on my new journey as a Member. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family, his friends, and his former col-
leagues during this difficult time. 

He will be missed but never forgot-
ten. Howard Coble’s legacy will remain 
in the Greensboro community and 
throughout North Carolina as a man 
who served selflessly. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND SEMPER FI 

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, today, 
in honor of the 240th birthday of the 
United States Marine Corps, I would 
like to offer the official Marine Corps 
Hymn in tribute to the brave men and 
women who serve as Marines at home 
and abroad. 
‘‘From the halls of Montezuma 
To the Shores of Tripoli; 
We fight our country’s battles 
In the air, on land and sea; 
First to fight for right and freedom 
And to keep our honor clean; 
We are proud to claim the title 
Of United States Marine. 

‘‘Our flag’s unfurled to every breeze 
From dawn to setting sun; 
We have fought in ev’ry clime and place 
Where we could take a gun; 
In the snow of far-off Northern lands 
And in sunny tropic scenes; 
You will find us always on the job— 
The United States Marines. 

‘‘Here’s health to you and to our Corps 
Which we are proud to serve; 
In many a strife we’ve fought for life 
And never lost our nerve; 
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