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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord of us all, everything belongs to
You. Use our lawmakers today to ac-
complish Your will. As they strive to
be Your peacemakers, remind them
that no evil can stop the unfolding of
Your purposes and providence.

Lord, show them how to use this
day’s fleeting minutes for Your glory.
Sanctify their thoughts, words, and
deeds throughout this day and in all
the days of their lives. Bless those who
support them in their work, rewarding
faithfulness with Your Divine approba-
tion.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

CONGRATULATING KENTUCKY'S
GOVERNOR-ELECT AND AD-
DRESSING THE WATERS OF THE
UNITED STATES REGULATION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, let
me begin this morning by congratu-
lating Kentucky’s Governor-elect and
the entire Republican ticket on a big
win at home last night. I remember
when the Republican nomination was
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hardly worth having in Kentucky. We
used to have to beg people to run. So it
says something when we see spirited
competition for it, which we had in the
primary back in May.

The Governor-elect and I certainly
are no strangers to spirited competi-
tion, but we are also conservative Ken-
tuckians happy to see some change
coming to Frankfort.

Yesterday’s election was a statement
about where the people of my State
want to see us headed, and it is not
down the road of government control
and Big Labor. They want fresh ideas,
growth, innovation, opportunity, and
greater control over their lives and
destinies. They want a change in direc-
tion. Here is something they certainly
don’t want: more of this administra-
tion’s top-down, Washington-knows-
best approach to everything from
health care to how best to use our nat-
ural resources.

Washington overreach is just what I
will discuss further right now. The ad-
ministration’s so-called waters of the
United States regulation would grant
Federal bureaucrats domination over
nearly every piece of land that has ever
touched a pothole, ditch or puddle at
some point. It would force the Ameri-
cans who live there to ask Federal bu-
reaucrats for permission to do just
about anything on their own property.
We are not talking about just a few
acres falling under bureaucratic con-
trol here and there. According to anal-
ysis by the American Farm Bureau, we
are talking about centralized Federal
control extending to nearly 92 percent
of Wisconsin, 95 percent of California,
98 percent of New York, 99 percent of
Pennsylvania, and, if you can believe
this, 100 percent of Virginia—the entire
State. This isn’t some clean water reg-
ulation. It is an unprecedented Federal
power grab that clumsily and poorly
pretends to masquerade as one.

It is obvious why waters of the
United States would be a leftwinger’s
dream. It is equally obvious why Demo-

cratic leaders would want to pretend
this rule is about clean water rather
than admit what it is really about, be-
cause the true purpose and scope of
this regulation is basically indefen-
sible. So 31 States have already filed
suit against it, 2 Federal courts have
already ruled that it is likely illegal,
and 1 court found that the rule was so
flawed that it had to be the result of ‘“‘a
process that is inexplicable, arbitrary,
and devoid of a reasoned process.” That
is why we considered the bipartisan
Federal Water Quality Protection Act
yesterday.

The legislation is bipartisan, and it is
simple. It says that the EPA’s re-
sources should be used to actually pro-
tect the lakes and rivers we all cherish
rather than for the administration to
launch arbitrary ideological attacks on
middle-class homeowners and family
farms. This bipartisan legislation
would have required America’s clean
water rules to be based on the kind of
scientific, collaborative process the
American people expect, not some arbi-
trary or inflexible process that is de-
void of reason such as we had with
WOTUS but a balanced process that ac-
tually takes the views of those it af-
fects into serious consideration.

I thank the Senator from Wyoming,
Mr. BARRASSO, for his impressive work
on the bill. A bipartisan majority of
the Senate voted to support it, but
most Democrats chose an ideological
power grab over sensible clean water
rules yesterday. To many Kentuckians,
this regulation feels a lot like the lat-
est in a sustained Obama administra-
tion regulatory assault on their fami-
lies.

The Senate is going to pursue an-
other avenue today to protect the mid-
dle class from this unfair regulatory
attack. Our colleague from Iowa, Sen-
ator ERNST, has introduced a measure
that would allow Congress to move for-
ward despite the Democratic filibuster.
It would overturn the regulation in its
entirety. A majority of the Senate
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voted to support this bill just yester-
day. We will vote on final passage later
today. And because this measure can-
not be filibustered, we expect it to
pass.

I ask my colleagues who voted
against bipartisan commonsense clean
water legislation yesterday to think
differently today. Work with us to pro-
tect the middle class instead of defend-
ing ‘‘inexplicable, arbitrary’ regula-
tion that is probably illegal and almost
certainly violates the Clean Water Act.

———

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS

Mr. McCONNELL. Now, on another
matter, Mr. President, we live in a
time of diverse and challenging global
threats. It is a time when we see ISIL
consolidating its gains in both Iraq and
Syria. It is a time when we see the
forces of Assad marching alongside Ira-
nian soldiers and Hezbollah militias. It
is a time when we see Russian aircraft
flying above them in support, and it is
a time when commanders tell us that
additional resources are required to en-
sure the safety and preparedness of our
troops. I think it is time to finally sup-
port the men and women who volunteer
to protect us. The last excuse not to do
so—the setting of a top-line budget
number—has been cleared away. We
fixed that. There is no reason that our
colleagues shouldn’t join us in moving
forward now.

These brave men and women aren’t
poker chips in some Washington polit-
ical game. They are the sisters, fa-
thers, daughters, and neighbors who
voluntarily and selflessly put them-
selves in harm’s way so that we might
live free. These are the men and women
we will salute this month on Veterans
Day. It is not enough just to support
those who defend us then; we need to
support them right now.

————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2232

Mr. MCCONNELL. Finally, Mr. Presi-
dent, I understand there is a bill at the
desk due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2232) to require a full audit of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System and the Federal reserve banks by the
Comptroller General of the United States,
and for other purposes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further
proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.
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CLEAN WATER REGULATION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, here is just
a brief word on the Republican attack
on the Clean Water Act. The bottom
line is that the administration’s clean
water regulation will protect 117 mil-
lion people. The cries about this legis-
lation fly in the face of facts. As I said,
117 million Americans are being pro-
tected.

————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS BILL

Mr. REID. Mr. President, yesterday
the Republican leader once again filed
a motion to invoke cloture on the De-
partment of Defense appropriations
bill. This is another example of the Re-
publican leader wasting the Senate’s
time on repeated cloture votes that he
knows will fail. Republicans have tried
this piecemeal approach already, and it
didn’t work. We came within hours of
defaulting and not extending the full
faith and credit of the United States
and came within days of shutting down
the government.

Even though two-thirds of Repub-
licans in the House and Senate voted to
close the government and default on
our debt, we were able to craft a budget
agreement that funds both the middle
class and the Pentagon. Now it is time
to move on and pass an omnibus appro-
priations bill that addresses both de-
fense and the needs of the middle class
in keeping with the budget agreement
that passed last week.

There is no reason we can’t get an
omnibus bill to fund all the govern-
ment by December 11, which is the
deadline. If the Republicans balk, the
government will close. Again, remem-
ber, two-thirds of the Republicans in
Congress already voted no. They voted
to default on the debt of this country
and to close the government. That
should give everyone pause.

———————

THE KOCH BROTHERS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, over the
last several months, the Koch brothers
have been on a public relations cam-
paign. This Koch propaganda campaign
has accelerated over the past few
weeks. Charles and David Koch have
been going to great lengths to convince
the American people that they are not
just a couple of billionaires who are
trying to dismantle Social Security
and who closed the Export-Import
Bank, putting 165,000 Americans out of
work and costing the government bil-
lions of dollars. These two men fought
a zoo in Ohio, and they fought a Repub-
lican mayor of Colorado Springs, CO,
as he tried to fix the city’s potholes.
They stopped both from happening.

The Kochs want everyone to believe
they are not the ones rigging the sys-
tem to benefit themselves and their
wealthy friends. The Koch brothers are
spending their vast wealth holding
newspaper and television interviews on
their propaganda campaign. In spite of
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all their efforts, this Koch media tour
has failed to bury the one simple truth:
The Koch brothers are trying to buy
America.

During an interview yesterday, the
scales fell away once again and re-
vealed the Koch brothers’ true inten-
tions. In justifying his and his broth-
er’s efforts to inject hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars into conservative polit-
ical campaigns, Charles Koch said: ‘I
expect something in return.”

The Koch brothers are getting plenty
in return. So far they have bought a
Republican House, a Republican Sen-
ate, a government shutdown, an ousted
Speaker of the House, a shuttered Ex-
port-Import Bank, and a Republican
Presidential field where nearly every
candidate kowtows to these billion-
aires. But that is not all. The Kochs
have procured a media that is intimi-
dated by their billions—too intimi-
dated to hold them accountable.

Consider yesterday’s interview on
MSNBC’s ‘“Morning Joe’’ show. This is
classic. Here are some of the questions
that Joe and Mika asked the Koch
brothers.

Joe Scarborough asked: “‘It’s hard to
find people in New York, liberals, we
were talking about this before, liberals
or conservative alike, who haven’t been
touched by your graciousness, whether
it is towards the arts or cancer re-
search. Do you think you got that in-
stinct from your mom?”’

Mika asked: ‘‘Sitting here in your
childhood home’”’—they were doing this
interview in Topeka, KS—‘‘we have the
Koch brothers. Which was the good
brother?”” That was another tough
question.

Joe then asked: ‘“You guys both play
rugby together, right?”’

Sometimes—most of the time—they
weren’t even questions; they were just
compliments.

At one point, here is what he said:
“You sound like my dad. That’s very
diplomatic. That’s very good.”

Wow. Those were some really tough
questions asked by the host of ‘“Morn-
ing Joe.” That is tough journalism.

Those questions are so easy; they
may even qualify them to moderate the
next Republican Presidential debate.

It seems that some journalists are
determined not to get on the wrong
side of the Koch brothers and their bil-
lions. After all, we have seen how the
Koch empire targets people, cities, and
States that do anything that conflicts
with the Koch brothers’ radical agenda.
When the media rolls over for these
modern-day robber barons, as it is
doing now, our country is in trouble.

As Charles Koch himself said, he and
his brother are mnot spending this
money for altruistic reasons; they are
doing it for one reason and one reason
only—for the profits of themselves and
fellow billionaires who have rigged the
system against the middle class. They
said it themselves. They want some-
thing in return, and what they want is
profit for their corporations. Their own
publicist once explained why the Koch
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