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known as the ‘National Apprenticeship
Act”) (referred to in this preamble as the
“national registered apprenticeship sys-
tem’’), which has existed for over 75 years—

(1) is an important pathway for workers of
the United States;

(2) offers a combination of—

(A) academic and technical instruction;
and

(B) paid, on-the-job, training;

(3) provides workers of the United States
credentials that are nationally-recognized
and industry-recognized;

(4) leads to higher earnings for apprentices;
and

(5) develops a highly skilled workforce for
the United States;

Whereas registered apprenticeships—

(1) are becoming increasingly innovative
and diverse in—

(A) design;

(B) partnerships;

(C) timeframes; and

(D) use of emerging educational and train-
ing concepts; and

(2) will continue to—

(A) evolve to meet emerging skill essen-
tials and employer requirements; and

(B) maintain high standards for appren-
tices;

Whereas the national registered appren-
ticeship system provides education and
training for apprentices in—

(1) high-growth sectors, including—

(A) information technology;

(B) financial services;

(C) advanced manufacturing; and

(D) health care; and

(2) traditional industries;

Whereas, according to the Department of
Labor, the national registered apprentice-
ship system leverages approximately
$1,000,000,000 in private investment, which re-
flects the strong commitment of the spon-
sors of the national registered apprentice-
ship system;

Whereas an evaluation of registered ap-
prenticeship programs in 10 States conducted
by Mathematica Policy Research in 2012
found that—

(1) individuals who completed registered
apprenticeship programs earned over $240,000
more over their careers than individuals who
did not participate in registered apprentice-
ship programs;

(2) the estimated social benefits of each
registered apprenticeship program (including
additional productivity of apprentices and
the reduction in governmental expenditures
as a result of reduced use of unemployment
compensation and public assistance) exceed-
ed the costs of each registered apprentice-
ship program by more than $49,000; and

(3) the tax return on every dollar the Fed-
eral Government invested in registered ap-
prenticeship programs was $27; and

Whereas celebration of National Appren-
ticeship Week—

(1) honors industries that use the reg-
istered apprenticeship model;

(2) encourages expansion of the registered
apprenticeship model to prepare highly
skilled workers of the United States;

(3) recognizes the role the national reg-
istered apprenticeship system has played in
preparing workers of the United States for
jobs; and

(4) promotes conversation about ways the
national registered apprenticeship system
can continue to respond to workforce chal-
lenges in the 21st century: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate designates the
week beginning November 2, 2015, as ‘‘Na-
tional Apprenticeship Week’’.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on No-
vember 4, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SR~
263 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Zero
Stars: How Gagging Honest Reviews
Harms Consumers and the Economy.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on November 4, 2015, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing entitled “U.S.
Policy in North Africa.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on November 4, 2015, at 10 a.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘“The Value of
Education Choices for Low-Income
Families: Reauthorizing the D.C. Op-
portunity Scholarship Program.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on November 4, 2015, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“Nominations.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT, AGENCY ACTION,

FEDERAL RIGHTS, AND FEDERAL COURTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Oversight, Agency Ac-
tion, Federal Rights, and Federal
Courts be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on November
4, 2015, at 2 p.m., in room SH-216 of the
Hart Senate Office Building, to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Justice Forsaken:
How the Federal Government Fails the
American Victims of Iranian and Pal-
estinian Terrorism.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Peter Narby, be granted the privileges
of the floor for the balance of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

November 4, 2015

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Joshua
Delaney, a staff member in my office,
be granted floor privileges for the re-
mainder of this session of Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 306, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 306) designating the
week beginning November 2, 2015, as ‘‘Na-
tional Apprenticeship Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

306) was

———————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 5, 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, No-
vember 5; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to H.R. 2685, with the time until 11 a.m.
equally divided in the usual form; fi-
nally, that the cloture vote with re-
spect to the motion to proceed to H.R.
2685 occur at 11 a.m. tomorrow.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:11 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
November 5, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
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