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But there are still too many wrongs that 

need righting. The current African-American 
unemployment rate, 9.2%, is twice that of 
white workers, 4.4%. During the first half of 
this year, black Americans killed by the police 
were more than twice as likely to be unarmed 
as white Americans killed by police. Black chil-
dren are suspended and expelled from school 
at three times the rate of white children. Black 
churches—a longtime refuge for our commu-
nity—are still the target of violent extremists. 

In the face of such injustice, we must be 
compelled—as Rosa Parks and countless oth-
ers were in their time—to act. 

We know that this will not be an easy fight. 
We know we must prepare for great sacrifice. 
There will be violence visited upon us—like 
the shooting of Black Lives Matter protesters 
in Minneapolis this past week. 

But the price we pay will bring about 
change—painfully slow at times—that we can 
pass on to the next generation. We are seeing 
this in places like South Carolina, where Wal-
ter Scott’s killer is facing trial. We are seeing 
it in Chicago, where the police chief is out and 
Laquan McDonald’s killer is being prosecuted. 
We are seeing it at the U.S. Department of 
Justice where troubling police practices are re-
ceiving deserved scrutiny. We are even seeing 
it here in Congress, where bipartisan reforms 
are underway that will address some of the ra-
cial disparities in our criminal justice system. 

I am humbled to have worked with Mrs. 
Parks for more than 20 years, and I am fortu-
nate to have been her friend for many more. 
Today, as we honor the actions that brought 
her global recognition, I hope we do so in 
kind—with actions worthy of her memory. 

SUPPORTING AID FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH SERVICES IN UKRAINE 
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OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the people of Ukraine, and to highlight 
the need for additional aid to address post- 
traumatic stress among the most vulnerable 
populations. Today, we mark the 24th anniver-
sary of Ukraine’s referendum on the Act of 
Declaration of Independence. That vote was 
supported by 92% of Ukraine’s citizens, and 
was a monumental event that made the Soviet 
era history. Now, in 2015, Ukraine and its peo-
ple are under threat, and the U.S. must do 
more to support the people of Ukraine during 
this critical time. 

In August, I traveled to Kyiv, which is a 
magnificent city in a beautiful country. Before 
my visit, I met with some of the leaders of the 
Ukrainian community in my district to learn 
what they had been hearing from friends and 
relatives in Ukraine and what their concerns 
were. While in Ukraine, I spoke with Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko, Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, and Kyiv Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko. I also met the Secretary of the Na-
tional Security Defense Council Oleksandr 
Valentynovych as well as several nongovern-
ment organizations and members of civil soci-
ety. 

Through these discussions, it became clear 
to me that we must do more to address the 
trauma and stress that is caused by the ongo-

ing attacks from Russian-backed separatists in 
Eastern Ukraine. This year, through USAID, 
the United States is providing $71 million in 
aid for economic recovery, humanitarian co-
ordination and logistics, nutrition, sanitation 
and water, and shelter. This funding has gone 
to support emergency needs in Ukraine, espe-
cially for the protection of refugees, internally 
displaced persons, and conflict victims. While 
the United States has been and will continue 
to be a critical ally to the Ukrainian people, 
more needs to be done. 

According to the Internal Displacement Mon-
itoring Centre there are an estimated 1.4 mil-
lion internally displaced persons, most from 
Eastern Ukraine, and 12.6 percent are chil-
dren. The long term effect of the violence in 
Eastern Ukraine, especially on mental health 
for displaced children, can be devastating. I 
am proud to be working with researchers from 
Yale University in my district, as well as non-
governmental organizations on the ground in 
Ukraine to find ways to support and expand 
training for mental health professionals in 
Ukraine. As one Ukrainian doctor who partici-
pated in a Yale training session last year put 
it: ‘‘The effects of this violence, if left un-
treated, are like landmines that will cause 
damage in our country for decades to come.’’ 

That is why I am calling upon Congress to 
support the people of Ukraine, particularly 
those forced from their communities, with pro-
fessional mental health training and support 
services in Ukraine. We must do everything in 
our power to ensure that the most vulnerable 
Ukrainians are not forgotten. 
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