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branch through the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment
Act of 2010 to enact sanctions against Iran or
entities that do business with Iran and can-
not have such actions be preempted by Fed-
eral law or regulation;

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010, including section 202 of such Act, was
enacted by Congress out of concern for illicit
Iranian behavior, including its state sponsor-
ship of terrorism and human rights abuses;

Whereas 30 States and the District of Co-
lumbia have enacted divestment legislation
or policies against Iran by refusing to invest
State and local pensions in international
corporations that do business with Iran;

Whereas 11 States have enacted laws or
policies that prohibit awarding State or
local government contracts to companies or
financial institutions that do business with
Iran;

Whereas such laws and regulations in no
way interfere with the conduct of United
States foreign policy;

Whereas States and local governments
adopted such laws and regulations out of a
shared concern for illicit Iranian behavior,
including its state sponsorship of terrorism
and human rights violations;

Whereas on July 14, 2015, the P5+1 coun-
tries and Iran agreed to the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (in this resolution
referred to as the “JCPOA”);

Whereas Iran divestment laws and regula-
tions adopted by States and local govern-
ments in no way prevent the implementation
of the lifting of sanctions as specified in the
JCPOA;

Whereas, on July 28, 2015, under testimony
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives, Secretary of State
John Kerry confirmed that States’ legal au-
thority to enact sanctions against Iran
would not be affected by the implementation
of the JCPOA;

Whereas, on September 30, 2015, Chris
Backemeyer, the Principal Deputy Coordi-
nator for Sanctions Policy at the Depart-
ment of State, stated in reference to sanc-
tions by State and local governments
against Iran, ‘“We certainly discussed this
issue when we were in the negotiations, and
at the present time we do not feel like any
of those pieces of legislation jeopardize our
ability to implement the JCPOA, and we are
quite clear about that.”’; and

Whereas sanctions targeting Iran’s spon-
sorship of terrorism and human rights viola-
tions, including State and local government
divestment laws and regulations, remain a
core national security priority of the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) reaffirms its commitment to stopping
Iran’s sponsorship of terrorism and human
rights violations;

(2) reaffirms its legislative intent that the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (Public
Law 111-195; 22 U.S.C. 8501 et seq.), including
section 202 of such Act, was enacted to deter
illicit Iranian behavior, including its spon-
sorship of terrorism and human rights viola-
tions; and

(3) strongly supports continued State and
local government sanctions targeting Iran’s
illicit activity, including divestment of as-
sets from companies investing in Iran and
prohibition of investment of the assets of the
State or local government in any person that
the State or local government determines,
using credible information available to the
public, engages in investment activities in
Iran, as authorized by section 202 of the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010.
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2874. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 3762, to provide
for reconciliation pursuant to section 2002 of
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 2016.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2874. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed
an amendment to the bill H.R. 3762, to
provide for reconciliation pursuant to
section 2002 of the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2016;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following:
TITLE I—FINANCE
SEC. 101. FEDERAL PAYMENT TO STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
504(a), 1902(a)(23), 1903(a), 2002, 2005(a)(4),
2102(a)(7), or 2105(a)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. T04(a), 1396a(a)(23), 1396b(a),
1397a, 1397d(a)(4), 1397bb(a)(7), 1397ee(a)(1)), or
the terms of any Medicaid waiver in effect on
the date of enactment of this Act that is ap-
proved under section 1115 or 1915 of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1315, 1396n), for
the 1-year period beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act, no Federal funds pro-
vided from a program referred to in this sub-
section that is considered direct spending for
any year may be made available to a State
for payments to a prohibited entity, whether
made directly to the prohibited entity or
through a managed care organization under
contract with the State.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) PROHIBITED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘prohib-
ited entity” means an entity, including its
affiliates, subsidiaries, successors, and clin-
ics—

(A) that, as of the date of enactment of
this Act—

(i) is an organization described in section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
and exempt from tax under section 501(a) of
such Code;

(ii) is an essential community provider de-
scribed in section 156.235 of title 45, Code of
Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date
of enactment of this Act), that is primarily
engaged in family planning services, repro-
ductive health, and related medical care; and

(iii) provides for abortions, other than an
abortion—

(I) if the pregnancy is the result of an act
of rape or incest; or

(IT) in the case where a woman suffers from
a physical disorder, physical injury, or phys-
ical illness that would, as certified by a phy-
sician, place the woman in danger of death
unless an abortion is performed, including a
life-endangering physical condition caused
by or arising from the pregnancy itself; and

(B) for which the total amount of Federal
and State expenditures under the Medicaid
program under title XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act in fiscal year 2014 made directly to
the entity and to any affiliates, subsidiaries,
successors, or clinics of the entity, or made
to the entity and to any affiliates, subsidi-
aries, successors, or clinics of the entity as
part of a nationwide health care provider
network, exceeded $350,000,000.

(2) DIRECT SPENDING.—The term ‘‘direct
spending’ has the meaning given that term
under section 250(c) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2
U.S.C. 900(c)).

SEC. 102. INDIVIDUAL MANDATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5000A(c) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (2)(B) by striking clauses
(ii) and (iii) and inserting the following:

‘‘(ii) Zero percent for taxable years begin-
ning after 2014.”’, and

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ““$695’ in subparagraph (A)
and inserting ‘“$0”’,

(B) by striking ‘“‘and $325 for 2015’ in sub-
paragraph (B), and

(C) by striking subparagraph (D).

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to months
beginning after December 31, 2014.

SEC. 103. EMPLOYER MANDATE.

(a) LARGE EMPLOYERS NOT OFFERING
HEALTH COVERAGE.—Paragraph (1) of section
4980H(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
is amended by inserting ‘“($0 in the case of
months beginning after December 31, 2014)”
after ‘$2,000"".

(b) LARGE EMPLOYERS OFFERING COVERAGE
WITH EMPLOYEES WHO QUALIFY FOR PREMIUM
TAX CREDITS OR COST-SHARING REDUCTIONS.—
Paragraph (1) of section 4980H(b) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by in-
serting ‘“($0 in the case of months beginning
after December 31, 2014)”° after ‘‘$3,000"".

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to months
beginning after December 31, 2014.

SEC. 104. REPEAL OF MEDICAL DEVICE EXCISE
TAX.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 32 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by striking
subchapter E

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to sales in
calendar quarters beginning after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 105. REPEAL OF THE TAX ON EMPLOYEE
HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS
AND HEALTH PLAN BENEFITS.

(a) EXCISE TAX.—Chapter 43 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by striking
section 49801.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2017.

(c) REINSTATEMENT.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall not apply to
taxable years beginning after December 31,
2024, and chapter 43 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 is amended to read as such chap-
ter would read if such subsection had never
been enacted.

SEC. 106. RECAPTURE OF EXCESS ADVANCE PAY-
MENTS OF PREMIUM TAX CREDITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (2) of sec-
tion 36B(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by striking subparagraph
(B).

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years ending after December 31, 2015.

TITLE II—HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR
AND PENSIONS
SEC. 201. REPEAL OF THE PREVENTION AND PUB-
LIC HEALTH FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4002(b) of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act (42
U.S.C. 300u-11(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘2017 and
inserting ‘“2015”’; and

(2) by striking paragraphs (3) through (5).

(b) RESCISSION OF UNOBLIGATED FUNDS.—Of
the funds made available by such section
4002, the unobligated balance is rescinded.
SEC. 202. FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH

CENTER PROGRAM.

Effective as if included in the enactment of
the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-10, 129 Stat.
87), paragraph (1) of section 221(a) of such
Act is amended by inserting after ‘‘Section
10503(b)(1)(E) of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 254b-2(b)(1)(E))
is amended’” the following: ‘“‘by striking
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‘$3,600,000,000° and inserting ‘$3,835,000,000’
and’.

———
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 1, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on December
1, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on December 1, 2015, at 2:45 p.m., in
room SD-215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“‘International Tax: OECD BEPS
& EU State Aid.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
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ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 1, 2015, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Nominations.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on December 1, 2015, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Puerto Rico’s Fiscal Problems:
Examining the Source and Exploring
the Solution.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 1, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 427

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand that there is a bill at the
desk and ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 427) to amend chapter 8 of title
5, United States Code, to provide that major
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rules of the executive branch shall have no
force or effect unless a joint resolution of ap-
proval is enacted into law.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask for a second
reading and, in order to place the bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

——————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 2, 2015

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, De-
cember 2; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; lastly, that following
leader remarks, the Senate then re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3762.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:50 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, December 2, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
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