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him, Steve will tell you he is just doing
what is right. But that takes courage.
Thankfully, Kentucky’s Governor has
had no shortage of that.

He reinstated an executive order pro-
hibiting LGBT discrimination against
government workers, made Kentucky
the first State in the Nation to adopt
Common Core and the second to adopt
New Generation Science Standards.

When it came to medical care, he ab-
solutely refused to play politics with
the health of his State. He expanded
Medicaid and led the creation of the
Nation’s most successful health ex-
change, Kynect, and reduced the num-
ber of Kentuckians without health in-
surance from 20.4 percent to 9 percent,
the best improvement in the Nation.

In my district alone, the uninsured
rate dropped 81 percent. For the first
time, quality, affordable health insur-
ance is a reality for hundreds of thou-
sands of Kentuckians. It is thanks to
Steve Beshear.

Of course, he has been working for
the people of Kentucky since long be-
fore he was a Governor, and he never
did it alone. Throughout his decades of
public service, he has depended on the
strength of another great Kentucky
leader, his wife and our first lady, Jane
Beshear.

Mr. Speaker, I have been honored to
be Steve and Jane’s ally these past 8
years and I have been lucky to have
them as mine as we worked to revi-
talize Louisville’s manufacturing sec-
tor, address our community’s infra-
structure needs, and make sure Ken-
tucky children, veterans, and working
families are taken care of.

Over the past 30 years, Mr. Speaker,
I have had the honor of calling Steve
Beshear my Attorney General, my
Lieutenant Governor, and now my Gov-
ernor. But, above all, I have been most
proud to call him my friend.

In his first inaugural address in 2007,
Governor Beshear noted that the path
of progress in Kentucky ‘‘will involve
new thinking and new ideas. It will re-
quire cooperation and patience. And it
will demand courage.”

Steve, you successfully embraced
those new ideas, you promoted co-
operation and patience, and you had
the courage not only to serve, but to
serve us well. I wish you the very best
as you leave public service.

I want to thank you, First Lady Jane
Beshear, and your devoted staff for
doing the right thing on behalf of the
people of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky.

Mr. Speaker, Kentucky is a stronger,
more prosperous, and a far healthier
place because of the dedication and the
work of our Governor Steve Beshear.

————

THE ELEMENTARY AND SEC-
ONDARY EDUCATION ACT MUST
BE REAUTHORIZED
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Illinois (Mr. DoLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘yes’ on
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the Every Student Succeeds Act, which
will reauthorize the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act.

Mr. Speaker, this bill goes a long way
to rectifying the problems that were
created by No Child Left Behind. We
have seen 14 years now of Federal en-
croachment on local schools, one-size-
fits-all testing, and local school dis-
tricts that are not allowed to apply
local solutions to local problems.

Mr. Speaker, the version of ESEA
that is coming to the floor later today
will fix these problems. The bill will
streamline the annual assessment proc-
ess and will ensure that our teachers
are not required to teach only the ma-
terial that will be on these tests. It
will remove the high stakes from these
assessments and will ensure that
school districts have the local control
over the assessment process.

More importantly, the bill will allow
States to develop their own academic
content and achievement standards
that are designed to suit the needs of
their students. Teachers and adminis-
trators will be given the freedom to
truly educate their students and will
be able to innovate and develop real so-
lutions to their problems without fear
of a bureaucrat in Washington looking
over their shoulder.

Mr. Speaker, though I rise in support
of this bill, I must say that I am dis-
appointed that the final version to
come out of conference did not include
the text of an amendment that I of-
fered that was adopted in H.R. 5, the
Student Success Act.
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My amendment would have forbidden
States from requiring school districts
to divert Federal education dollars
away from the classroom and into
State pension funds to pay off un-
funded liabilities of the past.

In my home State of Illinois, the
State government is presently requir-
ing school districts that choose to use
Federal education dollars to pay teach-
er salaries to divert over one-third of
their Federal education dollars to the
State’s Teachers’ Retirement System
to cover past financial mismanage-
ment. This amounts to a Federal bail-
out of State pension programs at the
expense of schools and education. Mr.
Speaker, this only happens in Illinois.

So what does this mean for the 10th
District of Illinois? In 2014, Wheeling
Community Consolidated School Dis-
trict 21 had to send over $140,000 to the
State to cover past pension obliga-
tions. That is 35 percent of the $400,000
of total Federal dollars that came to
Wheeling that Wheeling spent on
teachers. If Wheeling had only had to
pay the normal pension cost, the cur-
rent pension obligation, it would have
had to have contributed $32,000. That
means that Wheeling was forced to di-
vert over $100,000 to the pension system
to cover past pension obligations at the
expense of teachers in the classroom.
At $40,000 per year, this would have en-
abled them to hire an additional 2%
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teachers that could have been edu-
cating our children, reducing class-
room sizes, and making each of our
students receive the individual atten-
tion that they need to succeed.

In Waukegan, Illinois, this problem is
even worse. Waukegan spent $2.6 mil-
lion in Federal education dollars on
teachers and was forced to divert over
$900,000 annually to the State to cover
past pension obligations. If the Dold
amendment had been law, Waukegan
would have had an additional $700,000
to hire more teachers, or in the case of
District 60, they would have been able
to offer full-day kindergarten. That
makes an enormous difference in chil-
dren’s lives—and parents’ lives for that
matter.

More tragically, because Illinois does
not require the same kind of contribu-
tion when teacher salaries are paid
with State or local dollars, this policy
is taking away Federal education dol-
lars from our neediest and most vulner-
able children, precisely the students
that the ESEA was intended to help.

Mr. Speaker, my amendment would
have fixed this problem once and for all
and would have ensured that education
dollars intended for the students of
Wheeling and Waukegan and every-
where else where Federal dollars can
make a real difference in our children’s
lives would have actually gone to help
these students.

I will continue to fight on this issue
and will continue to work with my col-
leagues to make sure that the Federal
dollars that are given to school dis-
tricts are not diverted away from the
neediest to cover up financial mistakes
of the past.

Mr. Speaker, Every Student Succeeds
Act is by no means a perfect bill, but it
is a significant upgrade and a step for-
ward that goes a long way toward fix-
ing the problems posed by No Child
Left Behind.

I urge my colleagues to vote for this
bill and ensure that our children’s get-
ting the education they deserve is
something that we can all count on.

——
WAR ON COAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 56 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, as we
hear talk of bills on the floor and inter-
national climate meetings with the
world community, I want to bring to
my colleagues’ attention and to you,
Mr. Speaker, the real destruction that
is going on in the fossil fuel areas of
our Nation, one that I represent, the Il-
linois coal basin.

I want to start by quoting the mayor
of a town named Galatia in two arti-
cles from the paper called The South-
ern. In a November 5 article, he basi-
cally says: ‘“Without the coal mines,
we are going to be in dire straits.
That’s all there is to it.”

The mayor is referring to what we
have come to the floor numerous times
to talk about, and you actually heard
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it from my colleague today, the war on
coal, the intent by this administration
to take coal out of the portfolio of
electricity generation—and, really, any
other fossil fuel they can get their
hands on, whether it be crude oil or
whether they will then move to natural
gas.

Later on, the mayor, in another arti-
cle from the same paper, on November
12, says because the New Era Mine in
Galatia is now going to close, this clo-
sure, ‘It impacts everybody,” said
David Harrawood, the village’s mayor.
‘It doesn’t just impact coal miners. It
impacts trucking Dbusinesses, the
stores, all their vendors. It’s not just
one segment. Down here, we’re all tied
together.””

So that is the human toll of the war
on coal. The human toll is lost jobs,
lost benefits, bankruptcies, which then
creates a risk to the promised pension
payments to the retirees. It becomes a
loss of revenue to the taxing districts,
to the counties, to the villages, to the
first line responders, support for our
schools. It dries up the ability for the
local grocery store to operate, the local
hardware store, and it is, as the mayor
has said, devastating to southern Illi-
nois.

Now, when you hear the debate inter-
nationally, it is carbon dioxide, CO,. In
fact, I always talk in the committee
about then-Senator Obama and his
quote to the San Francisco Chronicle,
when he was interviewed by the edi-
torial board, when he was asked about
climate and his plan, and here is his
quote. You can YouTube it. It is easily
accessible. ‘‘So if somebody wants to
build a coal-powered plant, they can;
It’s just that it will bankrupt them.”

That has been the plan since 2008.
That has been the plan in the first 4
years of his administration, and that is
what he is striving to do, pushing with
all his force to not only do here in the
United States, but do in an inter-
national venue. He is being successful,
as we find out in the announcement of
the closure of the mine in Galatia.

The total number of coal mines open-
ing each year has fallen to its lowest
point in at least a decade. The total
number of operating coal mines has hit
its lowest point on record, according to
the Energy Information Administra-
tion, which has records back to 1923. At
the beginning of the Obama adminis-
tration, over half the Nation’s elec-
tricity came from coal. That number is
down to 38 percent as of 2014.

Now remember, coal is the most effi-
cient, the cheapest source of elec-
tricity generation and creates a base-
load capacity that is very critical to
keep the lights on. If you lose the base-
load generation and you rely on renew-
ables, you really do risk keeping the
lights on, and you assure the Nation of
higher costs of electricity.

So that is the war on coal, and that
is kind of where we are right now with
the administration.

So what has been the response on the
floor of the House? What have we done?
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Well, fortunately, yesterday we took a
parliamentary procedure and a process
called the Congressional Review Act to
address the ability of the administra-
tion to try to promulgate regulations
without the authority of Congress.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 54
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Once again, we come to You to ask
wisdom, patience, peace, and under-
standing for the Members of this peo-
ple’s House.

Give them the generosity of heart
and the courage of true leadership to
work toward a common solution to the
many issues facing our Nation.

As true statesmen and -women, may
they find the fortitude to make judg-
ments to benefit all Americans at this
time and those generations to come.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. QUIGLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

BORDER SECURITY AND SYRIAN
REFUGEES

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I share the concerns of the
majority of Americans regarding al-
lowing Syrian refugees into this coun-
try. Most important, I am worried that
a terrorist could slip through, just like
one of the terrorists involved in Paris.

But we also can’t lose sight of an-
other vulnerability, a geographical vul-
nerability, our southern border, be-
cause our border is not secure. This
President refuses to secure it.

Yesterday, I spoke with the director
of the Texas Department of Public
Safety, Steve McCraw, and he made it
very clear that we are seeing another
surge at the border. We are seeing folks
from Syria come across. This is trou-
bling and wrong.

The President must secure our border
and protect our national security. If he
refuses, we in this Congress must stop
him by any means possible.

———
NO POLICY RIDERS

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, weeks
ago, this body avoided a government
shutdown by passing the Bipartisan
Budget Act. Now we have to pass an
omnibus.

Unfortunately, many of our appro-
priations bills contain divisive policy
riders that threaten to create another
partisan standoff. There is an appro-
priate time and place to debate these
provisions: in the authorizing commit-
tees.

It seems that some Members have
learned nothing from the
brinksmanship that almost led to a
government shutdown. It is hard
enough to pass these measures without
these divisive, controversial riders. We
need to put the unnecessary fighting
behind us.

The Bipartisan Budget Act rep-
resents a chance for us to return to
reasonable compromises and regular
order. I call upon my colleagues to fol-
low up on that accomplishment and
pass a clean omnibus package.

———
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Saturday marked the
fifth annual Small Business Saturday,
a day when we recognize the impor-
tance of local businesses by shopping
at these community businesses.

Saturday’s event was particularly
meaningful to small businesses in
South Carolina, many of which were
recovering from the tragic thousand-
year flood in October.

In South Carolina, over half of our
State’s workforce is employed by a
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