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Nolan Sanchez, Linda Torres
Norcross T. Tsongas
O’Rourke Sarbanes Van Hollen
Pallone Schakowsky Vargas
Pascrgll Schiff Veasey
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Polis Sires Wasserman
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Rangel Speier Watson Coleman
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Richmond Takano Wilson (FL)
Roybal-Allard Thompson (CA) Yarmuth
Ruiz Thompson (MS)

NOT VOTING—10
Aguilar Meeks Takai
Cuellar Payne Williams
Johnson, Sam Ruppersberger
Lawrence Sanchez, Loretta
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Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York and Ms. KAPTUR changed
their vote from ‘‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall
Vote No. 672 on H.R. 8, | mistakenly recorded
my vote as “yes” when | should have voted
“no.”

———
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-

GROSSMENT OF H.R. 8, NORTH
AMERICAN ENERGY SECURITY
AND INFRASTRUCTURE ACT OF
2015

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Clerk be au-
thorized to make technical corrections
in the engrossment of H.R. 8, to include
corrections in spelling, punctuation,
section numbering and cross-ref-
erencing, and the insertion of appro-
priate headings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill, H.R. 8.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 22,
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION RE-
AUTHORIZATION AND REFORM
ACT OF 2015

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 546, I call up
the conference report on the bill (H.R.
22) to authorize funds for Federal-aid
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highways, highway safety programs,
and transit programs, and for other
purposes, and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 546, the con-
ference report is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
December 1, 2015, at page H8679.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) and the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. DEFAZIO) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the conference
report to accompany H.R. 22.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am very pleased that today the
House is considering the conference re-
port to H.R. 22, the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation, or the FAST
Act.

I believe this bill will be one of the
most important things this Congress
can accomplish for our country. This
conference report is appropriately
named the FAST Act for a few reasons.

It will certainly help fix America’s
surface transportation infrastructure.
The process has been fast. In fact, from
the day of introduction until today is
44 days that we have moved this bill
forward; so, it happened fast.

I think some of our staff, who worked
very hard in this process to help get
this bill done, actually had to fast over
the Thanksgiving holiday. So my
thanks go out to staff on both sides of
the aisle for working through the holi-
day as they did to get this bill put to-
gether and brought to the floor.

Ranking Member DEFAzZIO and I
worked diligently with our House and
Senate conferees to put together this
conference report. I want to thank Mr.
DEFAZzIO for all his efforts.

Before I describe the transportation
provisions in the conference report, I
do want to note that the conference re-
port includes numerous other provi-
sions that were in either the House- or
the Senate-passed versions of the bill.
These provisions are in the jurisdiction
of the Committees on Ways and Means,
Financial Services, Energy and Com-
merce, Natural Resources, and Judici-
ary.

Mr. Speaker, since I became chair-
man, one of my top priorities has been
to pass a long-term surface transpor-
tation reauthorization bill. For the
last year and more, I have traveled
across the country to talk to transpor-
tation and business leaders about the
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need for a reauthorization bill. What I
have heard is that all States and com-
munities have significant infrastruc-
ture needs and they all need long-term
certainty to address them.

The FAST Act represents a bipar-
tisan and bicameral agreement to pro-
vide that certainty. This is the first
time we have come together in a long-
term bill in 10 years. It is fully paid for
and reauthorizes Federal surface trans-
portation programs for 5 years.

It improves our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture, including our roads, public trans-
portation, and rail systems; reforms
our Federal transportation programs;
refocuses these programs on national
priorities, including the flow of freight
and commerce; provides greater flexi-
bility for States and local governments
to address our needs; streamlines the
Federal bureaucracy and accelerates
project delivery; promotes innovation
to make our surface transportation
system and programs work better; and
maintains a strong commitment to
highway, rail, and hazmat safety.

This bill also includes robust reforms
of Amtrak, which the House already
passed overwhelmingly this year. It
cuts waste, holds Amtrak accountable,
and increases transparency. It en-
hances opportunities for competition
on routes and increases private sector
participation in station development
and right-of-way leveraging. It gives
States more power and control over
their Amtrak routes.

This legislation has wide support
from throughout the stakeholder com-
munity.

The FAST Act invests in America,
continues the essential Federal role in
transportation, and helps keep our
country economically competitive.

I strongly urge all my colleagues to
support this conference report.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 4 minutes.

I want to thank the chairman and
the chairman of the subcommittee for
their tremendous cooperation and hard
work.

I certainly want to thank the staff,
who spent the whole Thanksgiving
break pulling this together and negoti-
ating with the Senate, and I want to
thank our colleagues in the Senate.

We have something that is very rare
in Washington, D.C., these days here on
the floor of the House: a truly bipar-
tisan approach to very real problems
confronting our Nation.

I have been to the floor many dozens
of times to talk about our country fall-
ing apart, and I won’t reiterate all
those statistics again today. They are
in the RECORD.

But this is now 10 years and 3 months
since Congress last passed a long-term
bill. This 5-year bill will give States
and local jurisdictions, cities, and
counties the capability of dealing with
bigger problems that confront our sys-
tem of transportation.

The series of short-term fixes we
have had over the last 5 years and 3
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