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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, the 
day of December 1st, I am not recorded on 
seven votes because I was absent due to ill-
ness. 

If I had been present, I would have voted: 
yes, on rollcall 646; yes, on rollcall 647; yes, 
on rollcall 648; yes, on rollcall 649; yes, on 
rollcall 650; yes, on rollcall 651; and yes on 
rollcall 652. 
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INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE POMPEO 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2015 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, I commend 
Chairman NUNES, Ranking Member SCHIFF, 
and the entire Intelligence Committee for 
crafting the Intelligence Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2016. This is a strong and bipar-
tisan piece of legislation that will ensure the 
safety of every American. 

For the people of the Fourth District of Kan-
sas, whom I represent, and for many other 
Americans, this bill represents more than just 
the three letter agencies it oversees, this bill is 
about ensuring the U.S. has a robust national 
security posture to keep Americans safe. 
When we empower the men and women in 
the Intelligence Community with the resources, 
tools, and capabilities they need, they are able 
to do their jobs and protect our nation. 

It is in the finest traditions of Congress that 
there has been such close cooperation be-
tween the House and Senate in undertaking 
our oversight responsibilities, and also produc-
tive collaboration with the Intelligence Commu-
nity. As always, in the Committee’s work of 
providing guidance to the Intelligence Commu-
nity, we continue to recommend fiscal respon-
sibility through increased efficiency and the 
elimination of unnecessary programs. All of 
this is done with a close eye to protecting 
every American’s Constitutional rights. 

I do not need to remind anyone that the 
threats facing the United States are real and 
dangerous. I applaud the decision to empower 
our intelligence agencies with potent tools, all 
the while focused on protecting privacy, to en-
sure that our interests and our way of life are 
protected in these uncertain times. 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JEFFREY D. 
SHULMAN, USAF 

HON. ROB BISHOP 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, for the 
past year, Major Jeff Shulman has served as 
an Air Force Congressional Fellow in my per-
sonal office, and today marks his graduation 
from that program. Major Shulman has been 
selected for promotion to Lieutenant Colonel 
as he will be accepting a new assignment 
abroad serving our country in the coming year. 

Major Shulman’s Air Force career began 
when he was first commissioned as a Distin-
guished Graduate from Saint Louis University 
in 2003. He has served with distinction as an 
F–16 Instructor Pilot, Mission Commander, 
and a Flight Examiner in the AT–38C. Addi-
tionally he has served as an Aide-de-Camp to 
two Four-Star General officers as well as a fel-
low at RAND Corporation. Major Shulman has 
flown the F–16 operationally during Operation 
NOBLE EAGLE and Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM and has 170 combat hours in the 
F–16 and over 1,500 hours in fighter aircraft. 

Major Shulman quickly became a valued 
and respected member of my staff, and was 
responsible for making invaluable contributions 
to several major legislative projects, including 
preserving and protecting military test and 
training ranges in the Western United States 
against various types of encroachments and 
undue restrictions. 

Major Shulman is truly representative of 
some of the finest of his generation serving in 
the United States military, and I believe that 
his actions and conduct so far in his career 
have demonstrated a commitment to the Air 
Force’s core values of integrity, service before 
self, and excellence in all he does. 

Our nation is well-served to have individuals 
of Major Shulman’s caliber and integrity serv-
ing to defend our freedoms. As he leaves his 
Capitol Hill fellowship, we can all join in saying 
to him, job well done. 

As he and his loving and dedicated family 
move on to the next assignment, we send with 
them our best wishes for a happy and suc-
cessful future. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SOCIETY OF 
INNOVATORS OF NORTHWEST IN-
DIANA 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and enthusiasm that I congratu-
late Ivy Tech Community College and its re-
gional partners who recently celebrated their 
11th Annual Northwest Indiana Innovation In-
duction Ceremony. At the ceremony, which re-

flects the ‘‘Spirit of Innovation’’ in Indiana, 
eleven individuals and fifteen teams were in-
ducted as members of the 2015–2016 Class 
of The Society of Innovators of Northwest Indi-
ana. Of these individuals, several members 
were inducted as Society Fellows for their ex-
ceptional efforts in innovation. These individ-
uals are Erin Argyilan, Ph.D., Marilyn Brunk, 
Tom Clark, Joseph Coar, Joseph Ferrandino, 
Ph.D., and Donald Galbreath. Also honored 
were two Chanute Prize recipients, the Green 
Abilities Team at The Arc Northwest Indiana, 
and Indiana University Health La Porte Hos-
pital. In addition, the ‘‘Accelerating Greatness’’ 
award was presented to Edgewater Behavioral 
Health Services and Methodist Hospital, 
Northlake Campus, for its level III ‘‘in the proc-
ess’’ trauma center. For their truly remarkable 
contributions to the community of Northwest 
Indiana and their continuous efforts to cultivate 
a culture of innovation, these honorees were 
inducted at the Horseshoe Casino in Ham-
mond, Indiana, on Thursday, October 22, 
2015. 

The Society of Innovators of Northwest Indi-
ana was created by Ivy Tech Northwest with 
the goal of highlighting and encouraging inno-
vative individuals and groups within the not- 
for-profit, public, and private sectors, as well 
as building a ‘‘culture of innovation’’ in North-
west Indiana. The importance of innovation in 
Northwest Indiana, as well as globally, is cru-
cial in today’s ever-changing economy. 

The fellows selected by the Society of 
Innovators were chosen for their extraordinary 
innovative leadership and the impact of their 
accomplishments throughout Northwest Indi-
ana and beyond. Erin Argyilan, Ph.D., is a ge-
ologist at Indiana University Northwest. Dr. 
Argyilan established a new model of a pre-
viously unknown geological hazard in sand 
dunes. Her discovery is called a ‘‘dune de-
composition chimney or tunnel,’’ and her ex-
tensive research helped to explain why six- 
year-old Nathan Woessner was trapped in a 
hole on Mount Baldy in 2013. Marilyn Brunk is 
a teacher at Griffith High School. Marilyn 
launched a computer science and program-
ming class involving video games, which is the 
first of its kind in Northwest Indiana and pos-
sibly the entire state. Griffith students are ex-
cited about this innovative class and enroll-
ment continues to grow each year. Tom Clark 
is a teacher at Lake Central High School. Tom 
started the Gold Star Honor Roll Project thirty 
years ago, and it is among the longest running 
experimental learning projects in the state and 
one of the largest in the nation. The project, 
which is celebrated by students and faculty, 
involves learning through the gathering of his-
toric memorabilia, validating records, and vis-
iting families of American soldiers killed in 
combat. Joseph Coar, of Tonn and Blank Con-
struction, spearheaded a carpenter’s appren-
ticeship program that put Indiana in the fore-
front of innovative curricula for high school 
students. In addition, his support led to the im-
plementation of the program at A.K. Smith Ca-
reer Center in La Porte, the first career center 
in Indiana to offer this program. Joseph 
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