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HONORING BERT DODDS

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today
we honor Bert Dodds for his service to the
United States Navy and to his country.

A Hospital Corpsman, Dodds was a medical
professional attached to the 1st Platoon, 2nd
Combined Action Group, 3rd Marine Amphib-
ious Force, 1st Marine Division in Vietnam
from November 1967 through November 1968.
During his tour of duty in Vietnam, Dodds pro-
vided medical expertise to Vietnamese or-
phans and various local villages. On Novem-
ber 4, 1967, while on patrol with his detach-
ment, a booby trap exploded on a nearby rice
paddy dike and injured Dodds’ leg and head.

In spite of his injuries, Dodds continued to
treat the Marines in his detachment until a
medical evacuation was arranged. Dodds’ her-
oism earned him, among other awards, a Pur-
ple Heart, a Navy Commendation, a Meri-
torious Unit Citation, and a Combat Action
Ribbon.

Dodds’ drive for selfless service continued
beyond his tenure in the Navy. After his home-
coming, Dodds lectured at the Officer Can-
didate School in Quantico, Virginia and served
as a medical corpsman during a massive
peace march in Washington, DC, in which
hundreds of thousands of demonstrators con-
verged on the Capitol to protest the Vietnam
War.

Today, Dodds’ heart for his community is re-
flected by his volunteerism. He visited local
grade schools on Veterans Day to teach the
children about proper flag etiquette. In con-
junction with the Marine Corps League, he has
visited numerous veterans in a VA hospital
and local nursing homes.

He is an active member of the Marine Corps
League Morgan County Detachment #1367
and was elected Commandant in April 2015.
Earlier this year, Dodds organized a celebra-
tion of the 70th anniversary of the Battle of
lwo Jima at the American Legion in
Martinsville.

It is a privilege to award Bert Dodds with
Congressional Commendation, and ensure his
story is preserved for future generations.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
roll call no. 655, | was unavoidably detained
off of the House floor. Therefore, | was unable
to cast my vote on the Motion to Instruct Con-
ferees on H.R. 644, the Trade Facilitation and
Trade Enforcement Act of 2015.

Had | been present, | would have voted NO.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARGE
COLAPIETRO

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Marge Colapietro for eight years of dedicated
service on the Millbrae City Council, including
a term as Vice Mayor in 2011 and as Mayor
in 2012. Marge’s commitment to her commu-
nity is unparalleled. She has logged precisely
24,274 hours of public service since she was
elected to the council in 2007. This is the kind
of precision and accountability that character-
izes Marge’s way of approaching problem
solving in service to her constituents. | am
proud to call her a colleague and dear friend.

During her tenure on the city council, Marge
has always sought the greatest good for
Millbrae’s residents and businesses. She
worked hard to protect safety services, helped
attract businesses to the city, used prudent
spending practices to control the budget dur-
ing very difficult fiscal times in our nation’s his-
tory, and she has always been attentive to her
constituents both young and old. My staff re-
ports that she regularly sought assistance for
her constituents with federal issues, and al-
ways wanted to be kept up-to-date on whether
or not a problem was resolved. Marge
Colapietro’s public service has been marked
by thorough analysis of opportunities facing
the City of Millbrae, constant interactions with
an ever-changing city population, and a
staunch belief that local decision making about
land use and public services is a key tool in
maintaining Millbrae’s outstanding quality of
life.

With a 37-year career in global transpor-
tation services, Marge brought invaluable ex-
perience and expertise to the table. Millbrae,
in addition to being a tree-lined community of
families and multiple generations, is a trans-
portation hub resting adjacent to San Fran-
cisco International Airport. Due to its strategic
location, Millbrae has wonderful prospects in
its future. To bolster these prospects while
preserving Millbrae’s small-town character,
Marge served on a long list of committees, in-
cluding the Cultural Arts Committee, the
Downtown Process Committee, Millbrae Com-
munity Television, the Senior Advisory Com-
mittee, the Tourism Committee, and the Youth
Advisory Committee. She also played an es-
sential role in ballot measures to save
Millbrae’s fire services.

Marge is passionate about bolstering the
middle class and working families of her com-
munity, as well as housing and emergency
preparedness. This passion is reflected in her
multiple assignments through the city council.
Regionally Marge represented Millbrae on the
Airport Community Roundtable, the Airport
Land Use Committee, C/CAG’s Board of Di-
rectors, the League of California Cities Public
Safety Advisory Committee, the San Mateo
Council of Cities, the San Mateo County Office
of Emergency Services, the San Mateo Coun-
ty Coalition for Safe Schools and Commu-
nities, and the San Mateo County Regional
Housing Needs Allocation Policy Advisory
Committee.

From this long, yet incomplete, list you can
see how she arrived at more than 24,000
hours of service. Marge is the ultimate volun-

E1733

teer on behalf of Millbrae’s best interests. She
made time for the American Cancer Society,
the Special Olympics, the Lions Club, Rotary,
the Millbrae library, the historical society, and
Millbrae’s outstanding schools. In 2001 Marge
was honored as Millbrae Woman of the Year.
In 2004, she received the California’s Park
and Recreation Society District IV Volunteer
Award. In 2009, she received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from President Obama.
RSVP, a senior volunteer organization, hon-
ored her with another Lifetime Achievement
award for volunteering 4,000 hours in less
than three years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor one of the most
dedicated and hands-on public servants our
region will ever see. As a Councilmember and
Mayor, Marge Colapietro’s fingerprints are all
over Millbrae and will be there for generations
to come. If her colleagues and future mem-
bers of the council learn even half of the les-
sons of stewardship that Marge has taught by
example throughout these years, these council
members will earn PhD’s in public service.
Marge Collapietro, the committed, energetic
and completely thorough professor of steward-
ship is retiring from her post to become an
emeritus professor of public life. We wish her
all the best in her many years to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO 1ST AVENUE
COLLECTIVE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Sarah
Reed and Sandra Geronimo on the opening of
their new business 1st Avenue Collective in
Winterset, lowa.

Sarah and Sandra recently moved to Madi-
son County and fell in love with Winterset and
the old county jail building that is how home
to their new business. They describe 1st Ave-
nue Collective as an artisan collective and
hope to promote arts and creativity in central
lowa.

1st Avenue Collective is home to artwork
from nine local artists and 10 artists from the
surrounding area. Each piece of artwork is
handmade and ranges from pottery and jew-
elry to wood works and candles. The wel-
coming atmosphere and culture of Winterset is
what drew Sarah and Sandra to this rural lowa
town.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Sarah and Sandra
for the service they provide to the community
of Winterset and their willingness to open a
small business. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them for the opening of
their new business and in wishing them noth-
ing but continued success.

———

HONORING EIGHTH DISTRICT
PUBLIC SERVANT

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a dedicated public servant
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