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we have watched as President Maduro
and former-President Chavez have sys-
tematically dismantled democracy in
the country. They have removed
checks on the executive. They have
corrupted the judiciary and the rule of
law. They have usurped the powers of
the legislature. They have politicized
the military. And they have suppressed
freedom of the press.

No one should be surprised that 15
years of democratic deterioration has
led to economic ruin, to rampant crim-
inality, and to an increasingly dan-
gerous political polarization. But the
first step to correct course and help
Venezuelans back from the brink of
being a failed state is the exercise this
weekend of that most fundamental
democratic right with a huge voter
turnout that could help move the coun-
try back toward democracy and the
rule of law.

We should take note that Latin
America is speaking out forcefully
about the situation in Venezuela, but
we in the United States should be pre-
paring our own response. Last week,
the Washington Post Editorial Board
noted that should the vote be disrupted
in Venezuela, the ‘“U.S. should be ready
to respond with censure and sanc-
tions.” I couldn’t agree more.

In December of 2014, the U.S. Con-
gress, with the unanimous consent of
both Chambers, approved the Ven-
ezuela Defense of Human Rights and
Civil Society Act—Ilegislation which I
authored and introduced with Senators
Nelson, Rubio, Kirk, and McCain. This
bipartisan bill called for mandatory
sanctions against violations of human
rights and fundamental freedoms and
provided the administration with the
authorities it needs. The administra-
tion has used these sanctions once, but
we should be prepared, if necessary, to
use them again.

We know what is happening in Ven-
ezuela: subversion of democracy
through state-sponsored violence; re-
pression; hundreds of thousands of Ven-
ezuelans in the streets earlier this year
protesting alarming levels of violence
and crime; sky-high inflation rates; the
scarcity of food and basic consumer
goods. That is today’s Venezuela. The
question is: Can we make tomorrow
better for the people of Venezuela?

The world watched as President
Maduro and his government responded
to protests with a brutal display of
force not seen in our hemisphere in
over a decade. The results: more than
40 deaths, more than 50 documented
cases of torture, and thousands of un-
lawful detentions. In May, Human
Rights Watch released a devastating
report that said Venezuelan human
rights violations ‘‘were part of a sys-
tematic practice by Venezuelan secu-
rity forces’ and that these abuses were
intended to ‘‘punish people for their po-
litical views.”

As I have said repeatedly and as is
the case today, not one Venezuelan
Government official or member of the
security forces has been held account-
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able for their role in beating, shooting,
jailing, or torturing peaceful pro-
testers—not one. Now they threaten to
highjack the electoral process, and
they must know that the world is
watching and that there will be con-
sequences to their actions.

———

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT DICK
DOUGLAS, JR.

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring my
constituent Robert Dick Douglas, Jr.
Mr. Douglas earned Eagle Scout rank
90 years ago today, making him the
longest serving Eagle alive.

The Boy Scouts of America recently
highlighted Mr. Douglas’ life in their
magazine, which I think would impress
anyone who reads it. I am pleased to
highlight some of the points in the ar-
ticle.

A native of Greensboro, Mr. Douglas
eagerly joined the Boy Scouts the very
same day that he celebrated his 12th
birthday. After earning his Eagle Scout
award on December 8, 1925, Mr. Douglas
was one of three scouts selected for an
African safari with famed photog-
raphers and adventurers Martin and
Osa Johnson. Upon his return from this
journey, Douglas coauthored the best
selling documentary “Three Boy
Scouts in Africa,” which went on to
sell 125,000 copies in its first year of
publication. The book afforded Douglas
the opportunity to tour the Nation
speaking with the likes of Amelia Ear-
hart at school and civic assemblies.

The publisher was evidently so im-
pressed with Douglas’ work that he
sent the young Eagle Scout to Alaska
to write another adventure book titled
“A Boy Scout in the Grizzly Country.”
From that experience, Douglas became
an advocate of land and wildlife con-
servation and, when he returned home,
began sharing his newfound knowledge
with the Nation through public appear-
ances.

Douglas’ successes continued well
into adulthood, going on to graduate
from law school at Georgetown Univer-
sity and to become a labor and employ-
ment law attorney at his father’s legal
practice. Mr. Douglas served as a law-
yer for over 70 years and managed to
make his way before the Supreme
Court. Douglas also served in the FBI,
where he had the chance to work under
J. Edgar Hoover for a time. Mr. Doug-
las retired at the age of 96.

In recognition of his longevity and
commitment to scouting and his com-
munity, the 103-year-old Douglas was
presented with the Distinguished Eagle
Scout Award on September 24, 2015.
During the ceremony, Mr. Douglas
extolled scouting as a significant influ-
ence on his life. He insists to this day
that scouting taught him that he could
do just about anything that he wanted
to undertake. It is with great pleasure
that I pay tribute to Robert Dick
Douglas, Jr., today on his 90th anniver-
sary of attaining Eagle Scout.
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RECOGNIZING MURDOCK
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to applaud Murdock Ele-
mentary School of Lafayette, IN, for
being recognized as a 2015 National
Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

Established in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program has recog-
nized over 7,500 public and nonpublic
schools that have demonstrated a vi-
sion of educational excellence for all
students, regardless of their social or
economic background. Since its incep-
tion, this program has offered the op-
portunity for schools in every State to
gain recognition for educational ac-
complishments in closing the achieve-
ment gaps among student groups.

Murdock Elementary School con-
tinues to be one of the best performing
schools in the State of Indiana. It has
been named an Indiana Four Star
School for 4 consecutive years.

In 2014, Murdock Elementary
School’s ISTEP+ pass rate for English/
Language Arts scores reached 97.7 per-
cent. Mathematics scores exceeded 95
percent, and the overall score for the
school hit 94.3 percent.

Murdock Elementary School’s effec-
tiveness can be found in its holistic ap-
proach and dedication to student
achievement. Murdock staff, students,
and students’ families work together to
teach and instill values that develop
strong character and demonstrate that
every kid matters: honesty, effort, car-
ing, respect, and teamwork. With some
of the highest English and mathe-
matics scores in Indiana, Murdock Ele-
mentary School is a stellar example of
the benefits that result from dedica-
tion, motivation, collaboration, and
family partnership in education.

I would like to acknowledge Murdock
Elementary School principal, Janell
Uerkwitz, the entire staff, the student
body, and their families. The effort,
dedication, and value you put into edu-
cation led not only to this prestigious
recognition, but will benefit you and
our communities well into the future.

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana, I
congratulate Murdock Elementary
School, and I wish the students and
staff continued success in the future.

———

RECOGNIZING NORTH
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to applaud North Elemen-
tary School of Poseyville, IN, for being
recognized as a 2015 National Blue Rib-
bon School by the U.S. Department of
Education.

Established in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program has recog-
nized over 7,500 public and nonpublic
schools that have demonstrated a vi-
sion of educational excellence for all
students, regardless of their social or
economic background. Since its incep-
tion, this program has offered the op-
portunity for schools in every State to
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