December 9, 2015

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
EDWARD TONINI

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the 51st Adjutant
General of the Commonwealth of Kentucky,
Major General Edward W. Tonini, upon his re-
tirement after 47 years of service. Since De-
cember 11, 2007, he has admirably served as
the Commanding General of both the Ken-
tucky Army and Air National Guard and as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Department of Military
Affairs, guiding the preparation of Kentucky’s
8,500 citizen soldiers and airmen, along with
the Division of Emergency Management, to re-
spond in times of state and national emer-
gency.

He is responsible for Federal and State mis-
sions, assignment of leaders, recruiting, train-
ing, equipping, mobilization, facilities and pub-
lic relations. He also oversees the develop-
ment and coordination of all policies, plans,
and programs affecting Army and Air National
Guard members in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. As a member of the Governor’s cabinet
and the principle advisor to the Governor on
military matters, General Tonini has been a
steadfast liaison on homeland security matters
and a stalwart advocate for the brave men
and women who serve this great Nation.

General Tonini received a direct commission
in 1970 in the Kentucky Air National Guard.
Prior to receiving his commission, General
Tonini served as an enlisted member of the
123rd Tactical Reconnaissance Wing of the
Kentucky Air National Guard. His valiant serv-
ice earned the decoration of the Air Force Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit Mer-
itorious Service Medal, Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal Air Force Achievement Medal, Air
Force Outstanding Unit Award, Air Force Or-
ganizational Excellence Award, Air Force Re-
serve Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force
Recognition Ribbon, National Defense Service
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Medal, Humanitarian
Service Medal, Military Outstanding Volunteer
Service Medal, Air Force Longevity Service
Award, and the Kentucky Merit Ribbon. We
are blessed in Kentucky to have such a leader
at the helm of our military affairs.

The list of medals, awards and accolades
are mere reflections of the outstanding char-
acter displayed by General Tonini on a daily
basis. His response time is impeccable,
whether through organizing deployments over-
seas or responding to natural disasters in the
hills of eastern Kentucky.

His legacy project is undoubtedly the state-
of-the-art Joint Support Operations (JSO)
Counter-Drug complex located in London,
Kentucky. Under his leadership, 1,433 Ken-
tucky National Guard soldiers and airmen
have participated in JSO counter-drug oper-
ations from the facility, seizing more than 3.4
million marijuana plants with a street value ex-
ceeding more than one billion dollars. They
also removed nearly 35,000 pounds of illicit
drugs from the streets, including cocaine, ec-
stasy, heroin, methamphetamines and opium.
Their work led to the arrest of more than
2,600 people, the seizure of over $73 million
in property and other non-drug assets, 514
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weapons, 134 vehicles and more than $14
million. Beneath his breastplate of courage,
beats a true servant’s heart for the people of
Kentucky and we are grateful for his leader-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Major General Edward W.
Tonini on a distinguished career of service to
the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the
United States. My wife, Cynthia and | wish
General Tonini and his wife, Carol many bliss-
ful years of retirement.

BRIT KIRWAN RETIREMENT
HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pride that | rise to congratulate Wil-
liam “Brit” Kirwan on the occasion of his re-
tirement after 12 years as chancellor of the
University System of Maryland.

As a Terp myself, | have always taken a
deep interest in the leadership of the univer-
sity system and have come to admire Brit’s in-
tegrity, professionalism and expertise.

Not only is Brit respected academically, he
has a great personality and he understands
the importance of relationships with elected
leaders. His political savvy has helped the uni-
versity system become a critical economic and
workforce development engine in the State of
Maryland.

Brit has become a sought-after mentor to
other university leaders in areas including col-
lege affordability—especially for minority and
low-income students—as well as cost contain-
ment, innovation in the classroom and diver-
sity.

| truly believe that Brit's vision has helped
the University System of Maryland become
one of the best in the nation.

Under his leadership, the university system
has: become more affordable. The average
tuition for undergraduate in-state students at
university institutions, once the nation’s sev-
enth highest, has now dropped to twenty-sixth.

His leadership has strengthened need-
based financial aid.

It has reduced the student achievement gap
and even eliminated it on some campuses.

It has strengthened Maryland’s competitive-
ness through the research and entrepreneurial
efforts of faculty, staff and students.

It has developed the landmark “Effective-
ness and Efficiency initiative,” which has im-
proved quality while saving more than $460
million to date and has even been cited by
President Obama as a national model.

It has made the university system a national
leader in environmental sustainability.

It has improved college completion rates,
especially among low-income and minority stu-
dents.

Brit has also become known for his use of
technology to rejuvenate traditional learning
methods like the lecture hall. His efforts have
increased the number of students showing up
for class, eager to learn, while saving money
and raising grades.

Let’s not forget that Brit spent a quarter cen-
tury as an educator and administrator prior to
becoming Chancellor. Throughout each stage
of his career—math professor, administrator,
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university president, and chancellor—Brit has
demonstrated a commitment to excellence and
access for all.

Brit's expertise benefits colleges around the
country as a member of the Board of Directors
of the Council for Higher Education Accredita-
tion. He chairs the College Board’s Commis-
sion on Access, Admissions, and Success in
Higher Education; and is a member of the
Business-Higher Education Forum.

He was also appointed by President George
W. Bush to the Board of Advisors on Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities. In 2010,
he was appointed to the National Advisory
Committee on Institutional Quality and Integ-
rity, which advises the U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation on accreditation issues and certification
processes for colleges and universities.

Locally, Brit is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Greater Baltimore Committee,
the Economic Alliance of Greater Baltimore,
and the Maryland Business Roundtable for
Education.

He is the well-deserved recipient of too
many awards and accolades to list in their en-
tirety, but they include the Theodore M.
Hesburgh Award for Leadership Excellence,
which is considered one of the nation’s top
higher education honors.

In 2009, he received the Carnegie Corpora-
tion Leadership Award, which included a
$500,000 grant to fund University System of
Maryland academic priorities.

| consider him a personal friend. He is a
true gentlemen and each of his day-to-day
interactions are marked with civility and gra-
ciousness. This is a rare quality in today’s
world.

He leaves big shoes to fill.

| congratulate him on a spectacular career
that has spanned more than a half-century
and wish him many more years of happiness
with his wife and family in his retirement.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR.

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to be present for votes yesterday, due to an
illness. However, if | was able to vote, | would
have voted the following way:

1) H.R. 158—Visa Waiver Program
provement Act—YES.

2) H.R. 3842—Federal Law Enforcement
Training Centers Reform and Improvement
Act—YES.

Im-

—————

MEDIA BIAS POSES A THREAT TO
OUR COUNTRY

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, media
bias poses one of the greatest threats to our
country.

The liberal national media should provide
the American people with the facts, not tell
them what to think. If voters don’t have the
facts, they can’t make good decisions. And if
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they can’'t make good decisions, our demo-
cratic form of government is at risk.

Media bias exists everywhere—from the
front pages of influential newspapers to daily
network newscasts to slanted social media
posts. “News” stories have now become opin-
ion pieces.

The liberal national media ignore events that
would be scandals if they involved conserv-
atives. Consider how little follow-up there has
been of the politicizing of the IRS, the deaths
of four Americans in Benghazi, the illegal im-
migration amnesties, the secret terms of the
Iran deal, and the videos of unborn babies’ or-
gans being sold.

In short, media bias affects almost every
issue that Americans care about.

————

IN HONOR OF CHIEF PHILLIP
MORRILL’S SERVICE TO
WOLFEBORO FIRE-RESCUE DE-
PARTMENT IN WOLFEBORO, NEW
HAMPSHIRE

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a Granite State first responder for forty
years of service to the Wolfeboro Fire-Rescue
Department in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire.

Chief Philip “Butch” Morrill joined the
Wolfeboro Fire-Rescue Department in Sep-
tember of 1975 as a call firefighter. Four years
later on October 23, 1979 he joined the ranks
of the department as a full time firefighter,
committed to protecting his community and the
Greater Lakes Region of New Hampshire.
Firefighter Morrill was a standout member of
the department and would work through the
ranks of the department over the next twenty
five years before being appointed Chief on
May 3, 2004. In addition to his duties with the
Wolfeboro Fire-Rescue Department, Chief
Morrill was also an active member of the New
England Association of Fire Chiefs, serving as
its President in 2013-2014.

On November 30, 2015 Chief Morrill retired
with forty years of service to the people of
Wolfeboro and the Granite State. On behalf of
the people of the First Congressional District
of New Hampshire, | thank him for his dedi-
cated service to the community and wish him
all the best in his retirement.

———

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 (H.R.
4127)

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, last June the
House voted on a partisan Intelligence Author-
ization, H.R. 2596. Along with 178 of my col-
leagues, | voted against that authorization.
Since June, negotiations among Republican
and Democratic leaders of the House and
Senate Intelligence Committees have taken
place resulting in the improved bill before us
today, H.R. 4127.

This bipartisan compromise ensures that the
Intelligence Community will have the funding
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and resources they need to keep America
safe, maintain necessary intelligence capabili-
ties, and counter a myriad of threats, including
ISIL and cybersecurity. It strengthens Con-
gressional oversight and provides strict author-
izations and limitations on intelligence activi-
ties. Along with reforms included in the bipar-
tisan USA Freedom Act of 2015 which was
signed into law in June of this year, H.R. 4127
makes critical steps towards ensuring our in-
telligence programs are conducted responsibly
and with strong accountability to maximize
both security and privacy.

As importantly, H.R. 4127 rectifies the inap-
propriate and unnecessary use of Overseas
Contingency Operations (OCO) funding that
was included in H.R. 2596 to circumvent the
Budget Control Act funding caps. This correc-
tion will allow for more stable budgeting for the
Intelligence Community for the remainder of
the fiscal year.

However, this bill unfortunately continues to
contain provisions that will prevent the closure
of the detention center at Guantanamo Bay.
While | strongly oppose measures to prevent
the closure of the detention center, the provi-
sions in H.R. 4127 have already been codified
into law in the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2016.

Ensuring that our Intelligence Community
has the resources, support and tools they
need is critical to our national security. We
must also ensure that strong privacy protec-
tions are included to ensure that we safeguard
our civil liberties. While not perfect, this com-
promise is much improved from the bill that
left this House in June and therefore earns my
support.

HONORING KYLE WEIGAND
HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Kyle Weigand for being award-
ed the American FFA Degree as a member of
the National FFA Organization. Kyle is a mem-
ber of the Willow Springs Chapter of the FFA
and, with four of its other members, received
this prestigious award. FFA is an intercur-
ricular student organization for those inter-
ested in agriculture and leadership consisting
of 629,367 members, aged 12-21. Kyle is
among the 463 FFA members from Missouri
that received the American FFA degree, mark-
ing the highest number of recipients from any
state.

As a past recipient of the American FFA De-
gree, | offer my highest congratulations as |
understand the hard work and effort required
to reach this goal. In order to obtain the Amer-
ican FFA Degree, a member must begin their
pursuit of the award during their freshman
year of high school through participation in
every level of the organization and leadership
events.

As a former member of FFA, | can proudly
say that my experience in the organization
was invaluable learning about leadership skills
and public speaking. It is my pleasure to rec-
ognize Kyle Weigand for receiving this promi-
nent award before the United States House of
Representatives.

December 9, 2015

REINTRODUCTION OF THE RE-
STORING THE PARTNERSHIP FOR
COUNTY HEALTH CARE COSTS
ACT OF 2015

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a bill to restore the partnership be-
tween the federal government and counties for
the health care costs of inmates who have not
been convicted of a crime. This legislation will
provide some relief to our nation’s local
economies, while embodying the fundamental
principles of our legal justice system.

In almost all states, a person who is incar-
cerated in a county jail or juvenile detention
facility loses their Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP or
SSI benefits even if they have not been con-
victed of a crime. The U.S. Supreme Court’s
interpretation of the 8th Amendment requires
government entities to provide medical care to
all inmates. As a result, local governments are
burdened with the expense of providing health
care to thousands of men, women and chil-
dren currently awaiting trial.

Providing health care for inmates constitutes
a major portion of local jail operating costs.
Requiring county governments to cover health
care costs for inmates who have not yet been
convicted of a crime places an unnecessary
burden on local governments, which have their
fair share of widespread budget deficits and
cuts to safety net programs and other essen-
tial services.

Terminating benefits to inmates who are
awaiting trial violates the presumption of inno-
cence, which is a cornerstone principle of our
justice system. The current practice does not
distinguish between persons who are awaiting
disposition of charges and persons who have
been duly convicted and sentenced. This dis-
proportionately affects low-income and minor-
ity populations who are often unable to post
bond, which would enable them to continue
receiving benefits.

Mr. Speaker, my legislation addresses this
problem by prohibiting the federal government
from stripping individuals of their Medicare,
Medicaid, and SSI benefits before the inmate
has been convicted of a crime. It preserves
the partnership between the federal and local
governments and ensures that local govern-
ments are not burdened with an unfair share
of meeting the mandate to guarantee medical
coverage. | encourage my colleagues to join
me in supporting this commonsense bill that
addresses a problem affecting communities all
across the nation.

HONORING DR. WILLIAM KIRWAN
HON. JOHN K. DELANEY

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Dr. William Kirwan for his service to the
people of Maryland. Earlier this year, Dr.
Kirwan retired after serving as Chancellor of
the University System of Maryland for 12
years. The system includes 12 universities,
which run from Frostburg State in Western
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