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Dr. Jonah Green, Medical Staff President of
Woodhull Medical Center, Ms. Marcia Peters,
JD, Senior Associated Executive Director at
Bellevue Hospital Center and Dr. Ramanathan
Raju, President and CEO of the New York
City Health + Hospitals are recipients of Con-
cerned Women of Brooklyn’s Excellence in
Health Services and Ms. Jani Selestine Ahay,
a New England College student is the recipi-
ent of the Peggy Pinchback Scholarship
Award.

| commend these honorees for their dedica-
tion, commitment and contribution to serving
the people of Brooklyn.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating
the 36th Annual Recognition Day of Con-
cerned Women of Brooklyn and these 12 won-
derful honorees.

——————

TRIBUTE TO STEVE CHAPMAN
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Steve
Chapman for being recognized by the Des
Moines Business Record as this year's Out-
standing Volunteer Fundraiser. For over 20
years Steve has been relied upon in the great-
er Des Moines metropolitan area as a trusted
and effective fundraising leader.

Among the many diverse contributions
Steve has made to the Des Moines metro
area, his fundraising acumen has been excep-
tionally influential. In dedicating his time and
talent Steve has successfully fundraised for
organizations like ChildServe, Yes for Valley,
Boy Scouts of America, Easter Seals, and the
American Heart Association, to name a few.

Steve has also played a key role in a num-
ber of important Des Moines initiatives, includ-
ing the passage of the Polk County local op-
tion sales tax. His willingness to serve and
work on the behalf of others is a testament to
his character.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that | rec-
ognize Steve today. It is lowans like Steve
that make me proud to be an lowan and rep-
resent our great state. | ask that my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives
join me in congratulating Steve for this out-
standing accomplishment and in wishing him
nothing but continued success.

——

CONGRATULATING LISA DRAKE
UPON HER RETIREMENT

HON. ANN WAGNER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Lisa Drake upon her upcoming
retirement after 28 years with Monsanto.

Since January 2007, Lisa has served as the
Team Lead for U.S. State and Local Govern-
ment Affairs for Monsanto. In that capacity,
she has managed the company’s government
affairs and community relations teams in all
fifty states and Puerto Rico. She also has
served as Secretary of the Board of Colorado
Biosciences Association.
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Prior to working in Government Affairs, Lisa
was Director of Public Affairs for Monsanto’s
Agricultural Sector, managing global media re-
lations and issues management for the com-
pany’s leading herbicide, Roundup herbicide,
and several of its biotechnology traits and
seeds businesses.

Before she joined Monsanto, Lisa earned a
B.A. in technical journalism from Colorado
State University and she worked for two trade
associations in California. She also served as
a reporter for several daily and weekly news-
papers in Colorado, Mississippi and Alabama.

As the Team Lead for U.S. State and Local
Government Affairs, Lisa recruited, trained and
developed an outstanding team of profes-
sionals to represent Monsanto before local
and state governments. She and her team
have built deep and effective relationships with
legislative bodies, elected officials, and grower
organizations throughout the nation. While she
has had many accomplishments, one of note
is her development and implementation of a
strategy to engage and partner with commu-
nities around a number of Monsanto’s facili-
ties.

Throughout her career, Lisa has rep-
resented Monsanto with professionalism,
grace, and class and has been a strong advo-
cate for American agriculture and farmers.
After relocating from St. Louis some years
ago, Lisa and her husband Jack and two chil-
dren, Sam and Amanda, live and work in Den-
ver, Colorado. In retirement, Lisa and Jack are
looking forward to traveling and pursuing their
hobbies and philanthropic activities. | wish
them the best as they begin this exciting new
chapter in their lives.

—

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD AND
BARBARA KUNZE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Richard
and Barbara Kunze of Griswold, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 65th wedding
anniversary. They were married at the Lewis
Methodist Church in 1950.

Richard and Barbara’s lifelong commitment
to each other and their children, Rebecca,
Dennis, Brad and Dana, along with their
grandchildren and great-children truly em-
bodies our lowa values. It is families like the
Kunzes that make me proud to call myself an
lowan and represent the people of our great
state.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 65th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

TRIBUTE TO TED BEATTIE
HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to commend Mr. Ted Beattie
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for his dedication to education and to con-
gratulate him on his retirement after twenty-
one years with Shedd Aquarium in Chicago.

For over two decades, Mr. Beattie has led
Shedd Aquarium as its president and CEO,
overseeing the aquarium’s largest expansion
project and launching Shedd to its position as
one of the country’s leading educational
aquariums.

Mr. Beattie began his career as a marketing
and development director for the Cincinnati
Zoo and eventually went on to lead zoos in
both Tennessee and Texas before coming to
Chicago in 1994. He is an active member of
the American Zoo and Aquarium Association
and formerly served as its president.

As a respected leader in his field of marine
science, Mr. Beattie was appointed by Presi-
dent Bush to serve on the sixteen-member
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy, an initia-
tive that has led to the creation of new ocean
policies, such as pollution prevention efforts
and the enhancement of marine science, com-
merce, and transportation.

A commitment to education has been one of
Mr. Beattie’s top priorities in his years with
Shedd Aquarium. The $45 million Wild Reef
wing opened in 2003 and features one of the
most diverse shark exhibits in the country. In
2009, during Mr. Beattie’s tenure, the renova-
tion of Shedd’s Abbott Oceanarium marine
mammal pavilion was completed—restoring
one of Shedd’s favorite exhibits, beloved by
teachers, students, and patrons of all ages.

Under Mr. Beattie’s leadership, Chicago’s
Shedd Aquarium has secured its reputation as
a world-class aquarium, hosting millions of
guests each year. Mr. Beattie’s commitment to
marine education has undoubtedly contributed
to Shedd’s excellence and | congratulate him
on his many achievements and thank him for
his work to make Shedd Aquarium one of llli-
nois’ most treasured attractions.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 11, 2015

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
687—Yes, rollcall No. 688—No, rolicall No.

689—VYes.
| was unavoidably detained.

TRIBUTE TO GREENFIELD OIL
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Green-
field Qil from Greenfield, lowa. The company
has reached an important milestone this year
and | join them in celebrating their 100th anni-
versary of providing goods and services to
southern lowa.

Greenfield Oil's doors first opened on Au-
gust 15th, 1915 by its owner, Frank Grounds.
Since that time, three generations of family
have owned and operated Greenfield Oil, fo-
cusing on auto care and tires.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor that I'm able
to recognize Greenfield Oil and its hard-work-
ing employees today for their dedication and
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perseverance through the years. | invite my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating them
on their 100th anniversary. | wish them noth-
ing but continued success.

—

HONORING RYAN CHESTER, WIN-
NER OF THE BREAKTHROUGH
JUNIOR CHALLENGE

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate Mr. Ryan Chester for his accom-
plishment of being selected the winner of the
Breakthrough Junior Challenge. Ryan is an
extraordinarily talented senior from North Roy-
alton High School, who competed against
more than 2,000 applicants from across the
world. The Breakthrough Junior Challenge is a
competition that invites students ages 13-18
to submit videos that explain science, physics,
and math concepts.

With a bowl of popcorn, a brilliant mind, and
some very creative video-editing skills, Ryan
created a capturing visual to explain Einstein’s
Special Theory in Relativity, and won first
prize in this inaugural competition.

As the winner of this competition, Ryan won
a $250,000 scholarship, a $100,000 state-of-
the art new science lab for North Royalton
High School, and $50,000 for his AP Physics
teacher Mr. Richard Nestoff. He also had the
once in a lifetime opportunity to meet
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, whose
Silicon Valley Community Foundation co-
hosted the event.

Ryan’s ability to take his passion for both
film and science and apply it in a setting out-
side of the classroom on his own accord
should be encouraged in schools throughout
the country. As a nation, we are committed to
advancing our understanding of science and
applying it in a way that can impact the lives
of all man-kind. | know we are in good hands
as we continue to lead the way in new sci-
entific breakthroughs and innovations that will
define the 21st century with young scientists
like Ryan.

It is with great admiration | ask my col-
leagues in the House to join me in congratu-
lating Ryan on his achievement, and wish him
the best with all of his future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO NORMAN AND
SHIRLEY KAISER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Norman
and Shirley Kaiser of Massena, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 50th wedding
anniversary. They were married on October 2,
1965 at the Baptist Church in Knoxville, lowa.

Norman and Shirley’s lifelong commitment
to each other, their daughter, Dori, and their
grandchildren, truly embodies lowa values. It
is families like the Kaisers that make me
proud to call myself an lowan and represent
the people of our great state.
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Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,775,084,981,439.86. We've
added $8,148,207,932,526.78 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

CREW OF THE M.S. SHAHAN II

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, |, along with my
colleague Mr. COURTNEY from Connecticut,
rise today to honor the crew of the M.S.
Shahan Il. On September 14, 2015, a seem-
ingly normal work commute turned into a life
or death rescue mission. Al Yeomans, Ship’s
Mate; Cliff McGuigan, Ship’s Mate; Jeffrey
Krause, Security; Meghan Jackson, Environ-
mental Safety and Occupational Health Spe-
cialist; Allyson Cooke, Document Control Spe-
cialist; Jennifer Knight, Administrative Assist-
ant; and Hector Lavarreda, Procurement Man-
ager, all a part of the workforce at the Plum
Island Animal Disease Center, sprang into ac-
tion after spotting two boaters off the coast of
Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

Upon arriving at the scene, the crew saw
the boaters clinging to the fender of their sink-
ing vessel and not wearing life jackets, which
meant that a timely rescue was critical. De-
spite the rough conditions, Captain Peter Jor-
dan managed to maneuver the ferry into posi-
tion to deploy a rescue sling and hoist the
boaters to safety. Once aboard, the crew
rushed to protect the victims from hypothermia
and shock.

If not for the courageous efforts of the crew
members, the story being told may have
ended tragically. The actions undertaken by
these crew members embody the spirit of
American determination and the desire to help
others when they need it most. It is important
to recognize these individuals so that their
selfless actions do not go unnoticed and can
be commended by all. Today, we thank these
crewmembers for their efforts and service to
their communities.
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TRIBUTE TO MAIN STREET
CORNING

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Main
Street Corning. The group has reached an im-
portant milestone this year and | join them in
celebrating their 25th anniversary of working
hard to improve the Corning local business
community.

The mission of the Main Street lowa Pro-
gram is to improve the social and economic
well-being of lowa’s communities by assisting
selected communities to capitalize on the
unique identity, assets, and character of each
historic commercial district. For 25 years, Main
Street Corning has continued to successfully
beautify the downtown and fiscally strengthen
its businesses.

Mr. Speaker, it's an honor to represent Main
Street Corning and its hard-working employ-
ees and volunteers in the United States Con-
gress. | invite my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating them on their 25th anniversary
and in wishing them nothing but continued
success.

IN RECOGNITION OF TED BEATTIE
HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, | join my lllinois
colleagues in wishing Ted Beattie the best as
he retires following a 21-year tenure as Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of Shedd
Aquarium. Under Mr. Beattie’s leadership,
Shedd Aquarium has prospered, growing into
one of the largest indoor aquariums in the
world. | thank him for his contributions to the
State of lllinois.

CELEBRATING THE 230TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ROCKAWAY VAL-
LEY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Rockaway Valley United
Methodist Church, located in Boonton Town-
ship, New Jersey, as it celebrates its 230th
Anniversary.

Rockaway Valley United Methodist Church
has been an active part of the Boonton Town-
ship community since its founding in 1785.
Through its weekly masses the church con-
tinues to foster religious life.

The United Methodist Church got its begin-
nings in the United States in 1784. The church
spread through “circuit riders” who traveled
spreading the word of God, and caring for His
people. In 1785 the Rockaway Valley United
Methodist Church was built as a center of wor-
ship for this new religion. The current church
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