December 11, 2015

perseverance through the years. | invite my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating them
on their 100th anniversary. | wish them noth-
ing but continued success.

—

HONORING RYAN CHESTER, WIN-
NER OF THE BREAKTHROUGH
JUNIOR CHALLENGE

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate Mr. Ryan Chester for his accom-
plishment of being selected the winner of the
Breakthrough Junior Challenge. Ryan is an
extraordinarily talented senior from North Roy-
alton High School, who competed against
more than 2,000 applicants from across the
world. The Breakthrough Junior Challenge is a
competition that invites students ages 13-18
to submit videos that explain science, physics,
and math concepts.

With a bowl of popcorn, a brilliant mind, and
some very creative video-editing skills, Ryan
created a capturing visual to explain Einstein’s
Special Theory in Relativity, and won first
prize in this inaugural competition.

As the winner of this competition, Ryan won
a $250,000 scholarship, a $100,000 state-of-
the art new science lab for North Royalton
High School, and $50,000 for his AP Physics
teacher Mr. Richard Nestoff. He also had the
once in a lifetime opportunity to meet
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, whose
Silicon Valley Community Foundation co-
hosted the event.

Ryan’s ability to take his passion for both
film and science and apply it in a setting out-
side of the classroom on his own accord
should be encouraged in schools throughout
the country. As a nation, we are committed to
advancing our understanding of science and
applying it in a way that can impact the lives
of all man-kind. | know we are in good hands
as we continue to lead the way in new sci-
entific breakthroughs and innovations that will
define the 21st century with young scientists
like Ryan.

It is with great admiration | ask my col-
leagues in the House to join me in congratu-
lating Ryan on his achievement, and wish him
the best with all of his future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO NORMAN AND
SHIRLEY KAISER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Norman
and Shirley Kaiser of Massena, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 50th wedding
anniversary. They were married on October 2,
1965 at the Baptist Church in Knoxville, lowa.

Norman and Shirley’s lifelong commitment
to each other, their daughter, Dori, and their
grandchildren, truly embodies lowa values. It
is families like the Kaisers that make me
proud to call myself an lowan and represent
the people of our great state.
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Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,775,084,981,439.86. We've
added $8,148,207,932,526.78 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

CREW OF THE M.S. SHAHAN II

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, |, along with my
colleague Mr. COURTNEY from Connecticut,
rise today to honor the crew of the M.S.
Shahan Il. On September 14, 2015, a seem-
ingly normal work commute turned into a life
or death rescue mission. Al Yeomans, Ship’s
Mate; Cliff McGuigan, Ship’s Mate; Jeffrey
Krause, Security; Meghan Jackson, Environ-
mental Safety and Occupational Health Spe-
cialist; Allyson Cooke, Document Control Spe-
cialist; Jennifer Knight, Administrative Assist-
ant; and Hector Lavarreda, Procurement Man-
ager, all a part of the workforce at the Plum
Island Animal Disease Center, sprang into ac-
tion after spotting two boaters off the coast of
Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

Upon arriving at the scene, the crew saw
the boaters clinging to the fender of their sink-
ing vessel and not wearing life jackets, which
meant that a timely rescue was critical. De-
spite the rough conditions, Captain Peter Jor-
dan managed to maneuver the ferry into posi-
tion to deploy a rescue sling and hoist the
boaters to safety. Once aboard, the crew
rushed to protect the victims from hypothermia
and shock.

If not for the courageous efforts of the crew
members, the story being told may have
ended tragically. The actions undertaken by
these crew members embody the spirit of
American determination and the desire to help
others when they need it most. It is important
to recognize these individuals so that their
selfless actions do not go unnoticed and can
be commended by all. Today, we thank these
crewmembers for their efforts and service to
their communities.

E1779

TRIBUTE TO MAIN STREET
CORNING

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Main
Street Corning. The group has reached an im-
portant milestone this year and | join them in
celebrating their 25th anniversary of working
hard to improve the Corning local business
community.

The mission of the Main Street lowa Pro-
gram is to improve the social and economic
well-being of lowa’s communities by assisting
selected communities to capitalize on the
unique identity, assets, and character of each
historic commercial district. For 25 years, Main
Street Corning has continued to successfully
beautify the downtown and fiscally strengthen
its businesses.

Mr. Speaker, it's an honor to represent Main
Street Corning and its hard-working employ-
ees and volunteers in the United States Con-
gress. | invite my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating them on their 25th anniversary
and in wishing them nothing but continued
success.

IN RECOGNITION OF TED BEATTIE
HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, | join my lllinois
colleagues in wishing Ted Beattie the best as
he retires following a 21-year tenure as Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of Shedd
Aquarium. Under Mr. Beattie’s leadership,
Shedd Aquarium has prospered, growing into
one of the largest indoor aquariums in the
world. | thank him for his contributions to the
State of lllinois.

CELEBRATING THE 230TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ROCKAWAY VAL-
LEY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 11, 2015

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Rockaway Valley United
Methodist Church, located in Boonton Town-
ship, New Jersey, as it celebrates its 230th
Anniversary.

Rockaway Valley United Methodist Church
has been an active part of the Boonton Town-
ship community since its founding in 1785.
Through its weekly masses the church con-
tinues to foster religious life.

The United Methodist Church got its begin-
nings in the United States in 1784. The church
spread through “circuit riders” who traveled
spreading the word of God, and caring for His
people. In 1785 the Rockaway Valley United
Methodist Church was built as a center of wor-
ship for this new religion. The current church
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