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isn’t the only new improvement under 
General Tonini’s watch. 

During the last 8 years, the Kentucky 
National Guard has undertaken nearly 
$200 million in facility improvements, 
consisting of both new buildings and 
additions and alterations to existing 
buildings, to add about 650,000 square 
feet of facilities to the Guard’s re-
sources. These new facilities include 
the Paducah and Richmond Armed 
Forces Reserve Center, the Owensboro 
Readiness Center, and the Army Avia-
tion Support Facility in Frankfort, 
among others. General Tonini was also 
a champion of the important work tak-
ing place at the Bluegrass Station in-
dustrial park in central Kentucky. 

General Tonini was a strong advocate 
of Kentucky’s Agribusiness Develop-
ment Teams, a program in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan. These teams of Kentucky 
soldiers and airmen taught agricul-
tural expertise to the people of Afghan-
istan, sharing their knowledge of irri-
gation techniques, food preservation, 
veterinary medicine, and more with 
hundreds of Afghans across the coun-
try. 

General Tonini also was a strong sup-
porter of the Guard’s state partnership 
program, where the Kentucky National 
Guard partners with a foreign nation 
to strengthen the operations of both 
partners. The Kentucky National 
Guard has partnered with Ecuador for 
19 years. Under the general’s leader-
ship, Kentucky added a second partner-
ship program with Djibouti, making 
my State the first to partner with an 
east African nation. Djibouti is a key 
strategic partner for us in humani-
tarian and counterterrorist operations. 

General Tonini’s leadership has also 
been recognized outside the Common-
wealth. In 2013, he was elected the 
president of the Adjutants General As-
sociation of the United States. During 
his tenure as president, America’s Na-
tional Guard boasted more than 450,000 
personnel across the Nation. 

Under General Tonini, Kentucky 
hosted the two largest events in the 
Nation for survivor outreach to sup-
port the family members of fallen serv-
icemembers, one in Louisville and the 
other in northern Kentucky. We were 
able to honor more than 850 survivors 
from multiple States. 

Finally, the Kentucky National 
Guard Memorial saw completion after 
10 years thanks to General Tonini’s 
persistence and his prodigious fund-
raising efforts. Located at Boone Na-
tional Guard Center in Frankfort, the 
memorial honors 234 Kentucky guards-
men who have given their lives in the 
line of duty since 1912. 

General Tonini has all these accom-
plishments and many more to be proud 
of as he steps down from the adjutant 
general post he so ably filled for 8 
years. He has truly earned a place not 
just in Kentucky history, but in Ken-
tuckians’ hearts for his honorable serv-
ice. 

I would be remiss if I did not also 
laud the general’s wife, Carol, who has 

been a consistent presence with him at 
the full range of National Guard 
events, both in Kentucky and through-
out the country. She has been a tre-
mendous asset to him thanks to her 
grace, her support for those in uniform 
and their families, and her rock-solid 
support for her husband. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating General Edward W. 
Tonini upon his retirement and thank-
ing him for his service—not just over 
the last 8 years, but over the last four 
decades. Kentucky is thankful for the 
many sacrifices he has made over the 
years to protect our communities and 
our Nation. I certainly want to wish 
General Tonini all the best in whatever 
awaits him in his next endeavors, and I 
am sure he will tackle all future chal-
lenges with the same vigor and for-
titude he applied to his military serv-
ice. Thank you, General Tonini, on be-
half of a grateful Commonwealth. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CULINARY WORK-
ERS UNION LOCAL 226 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 80th anniversary 
of the Culinary Workers Union Local 
226. 

Since it was founded in 1935, the Cul-
inary Workers Union Local 226 has suc-
cessfully advocated on behalf of thou-
sands of hospitality workers through-
out Nevada. These workers include the 
housekeepers, kitchen staff, cooks, and 
food and beverage servers who play an 
indispensable role in our local and na-
tional economy. Along with local part-
ners, the culinary union has effectively 
represented workers by advocating for 
competitive wages, affordable health 
insurance coverage, and enhanced 
working conditions. The culinary 
union is vital in the effort to provide 
real opportunities for working-class in-
dividuals and families. 

Over the past eight decades, work-
place environments across the United 
States have been transformed to meet 
our country’s changing needs. 
Throughout these changes, the cul-
inary union has always been on the 
frontlines to ensure that workers con-
tinue to receive fair treatment and the 
benefits they have earned. In par-
ticular, the culinary union successfully 
mobilized casino workers on many oc-
casions to ensure that they received 
adequate health care coverage, im-
proved contract terms, and pension 
benefits. 

The organization has also had a posi-
tive impact on its members through 
the establishment of local services, 
such as the culinary health fund and 
the culinary pharmacy. The culinary 
health fund is a health plan that pro-
vides benefits to more than 130,000 par-
ticipants, ensuring that union mem-
bers and their families have access to 
essential health care services that keep 
them healthy. Additionally, in 2001, the 
culinary union launched a citizen 
project, which provides assistance for 

individuals and families navigating the 
citizenship process. 

I applaud the Culinary Workers 
Union Local 226 for their dedicated 
work and commitment to improving 
the lives of Nevadans. Their work is 
truly appreciated and admired, and I 
wish the organization continued suc-
cess for years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO LOURDES TIBAN 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want 
other Senators to be aware of informa-
tion I received about Ecuadorian Na-
tional Assembly member Lourdes 
Tiban, a prominent and respected lead-
er of Ecuador’s indigenous people. 

As an indigenous leader, Ms. Tiban 
has become one of the most outspoken 
advocates for freedom of expression, in-
digenous rights, and social rights in 
Ecuador. Not surprisingly, this has 
made her the target of verbal attacks 
by President Rafael Correa. 

Earlier this year, Ms. Tiban was 
beaten by unidentified assailants as 
she was walking to work. The assault 
was filmed and then shared online by 
government supporters who posted 
humiliating comments. 

This isn’t the first time that Ms. 
Tiban has been physically assaulted. 
She is the victim of two other similar 
incidents which I am told have not 
been properly investigated. 

It is regrettable that, instead of vig-
orously investigating this latest attack 
against Ms. Tiban, a National Assem-
bly member from President Correa’s 
political party has brought a criminal 
case for libel against her. This is be-
lieved to be in retaliation for Ms. 
Tiban’s claim that government sup-
porters were responsible for targeting 
her, presumably in an attempt to si-
lence her and remove her from the Na-
tional Assembly. 

Ecuador is a country where judicial 
independence is seriously com-
promised. I have spoken about this sev-
eral times, and it has been well docu-
mented by the Department of State, 
the United Nations, and human rights 
organizations. It is also illustrated by 
the fact that the Council of the Judici-
ary, with the power to appoint and re-
move judges, is comprised of five 
former officials of the Correa adminis-
tration. It is likely that the criminal 
investigation against Ms. Tiban could 
result in an unjust conviction. 

We should condemn these attacks on 
freedom of expression, political rights, 
and the rights of indigenous people, 
and we should defend judicial independ-
ence which is fundamental to democ-
racy in Ecuador and throughout the 
hemisphere. 

Lourdes Tiban has devoted her legis-
lative efforts to protecting human 
rights for her people, and I am con-
fident that she will continue to do so 
as she is not easily intimidated. She 
has my support and the support of oth-
ers who believe in the principles of de-
mocracy. 
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