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Another way this legislation will
support jobs and grow the economy is
by permanently eliminating a relic
from the 1970s. This 40-year energy ban
has cost our economy jobs, and it
strengthens oil exporters such as Iran
and Russia. It is no secret that Russia
views its energy resources as a foreign
policy tool. It is no secret that Iran
views its energy resources as a compo-
nent of national power, nor is it a se-
cret that President Obama recently
granted the Iranian regime permission
to export those resources. Many think
it is time the American people were
treated at least as fairly as Iran.

This critical energy reform would
help strengthen America’s jobs and
America’s safety, but it is only a small
part of how the overall bill would sup-
port our national security. For in-
stance, we know that preventing an-
other crisis in military readiness will
require significant investments over
the medium term and over the long
term. We know there is much to be
done, but we also know this legislation
represents a critical step forward. It
would finally ensure our military has
the funding it needs to train, equip,
and confront the threats we face from
terrorist groups like ISIL and coun-
tries like Iran.

We know that preventing another
crisis in military readiness will require
significant investments over the near,
medium, and the long term. For in-
stance, our air campaign over Syria
and Iraq has our Navy, Marine Corps,
and Air Force flying sorties that will
further stress the readiness of the
force, and those planes need to be
maintained, repaired, and ultimately
replaced. We know there is much to be
done, but we also know this legislation
represents a critical step forward. It
would finally ensure our military has
more of the funding it needs to train,
equip, and confront the threats we face
from terrorist groups like ISIL and
countries like Iran.

We know this legislation would honor
our veterans by funding the health care
and benefits they rely on. We know it
would enact critical reforms to help
address the crises we have seen at the
VA.

We know this legislation would, at a
time of new and evolving terror
threats, bring badly needed reform to
the Visa Waiver Program. We know it
would bolster the FBI’s ability to con-
front terror within our borders.

We know this legislation would pre-
vent—I repeat, prevent—the transfer of
dangerous terrorists from Guanta-
namo’s secure detention center into
our communities.

We also know this legislation would
enact an important cyber security in-
formation sharing measure. It is clear
that countries such as Russia, China,
and Iran are determined to continue
launching cyber attacks against us. We
know that the administration already
succumbed to a devastating cyber at-
tack just recently. It is time to provide
the American people with some long-
overdue protection.
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The legislation before us would go a
long way toward strengthening our na-
tional security in a dangerous world.
Its provisions will help advance other
important conservative priorities, too,
like strengthening the First Amend-
ment and helping protect families from
a health care law that attacks the mid-
dle class.

This legislation would, in the wake of
the Obama administration’s conserv-
ative speech-suppression scandal, enact
important reforms at the IRS and force
it to root out waste. These reforms will
help prevent another Lois Lerner, and
they would help ensure that IRS em-
ployees who target Americans for their
political beliefs are actually fired.

This legislation would strip out more
pieces of a partisan law that hurts the
middle class. One newspaper said the
measure before us would ‘‘take an ax”
to a ‘“‘key pillar”’ of ObamaCare. It
would prevent a taxpayer bailout of
ObamaCare as well. The administration
pushed hard to reverse that last provi-
sion but did not succeed.

The legislation before us would root
out waste, fraud, and abuse. It would
consolidate or terminate dozens—Ilit-
erally dozens—of programs. It would
make long-overdue reforms to our Tax
Code and contains pro-life and pro-Sec-
ond Amendment protections as well.

So, in my view, here is the bottom
line: This legislation is worth sup-
porting. It doesn’t mean this is the leg-
islation I would have written on my
own. It doesn’t mean this is the legisla-
tion Speaker RYAN would have written
on his own either. It is not perfect, and
we certainly didn’t get everything we
wanted. But it made strides in it de-
fending our Nation at a time of global
unrest. It advances conservative prior-
ities in several areas and enacts sig-
nificant reform in several areas on ev-
erything from tax relief to energy pol-
icy to cyber security.

I plan to vote for it. I hope colleagues
will choose to do the same.

Before I leave the floor, I wish to ac-
knowledge the impressive work of the
chairman of the Finance Committee,
Senator ORRIN HATCH, on the tax side
of this issue. Permanent reform was
never going to be easy to come by, but
this thoughtful legislator, Senator
HATCH, never gave up, and he and his
staff continued to work on this issue
for a very long time. The result is a
significant accomplishment for Amer-
ican families and the American econ-
omy, and I can’t thank Senator HATCH
enough.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Democratic leader is recognized.

The

RELATIONSHIP OF THE MAJORITY
AND DEMOCRATIC LEADERS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the
Republican leader leaves the floor, I
wish to say a few things.
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In the years I have served in public
office, I brush aside most press and
don’t let it bother me, but once in a
while something comes along that
does. There was an article in one of the
Hill newspapers this day that really
troubled me: ‘“‘Bad blood: Reid-McCon-
nell relationship hits new low.”

I have a difficult job, and so does he.
We both have done our respective jobs.
We started out in leadership positions
here doing different things, but where
we first started working closely to-
gether was when we were both whips.

No one knows our personal relation-
ship except him and me. There are
things he does that disappoint me;
there are things I do that disappoint
him. Our caucuses have different views
on a lot of things.

I just want the record to be spread
that the Reid-McConnell relationship
hasn’t hit a new low. We have a per-
sonal relationship. Nobody knows how
many times we visit with each other on
the telephone and personally.

I will always remember him and his
wonderful wife. Within the last few
years my wife was involved in a ter-
rible automobile accident. The first
people to step up and ask if there was
anything they could do were MITCH and
his wife. Shortly thereafter, my wife
had a bruising battle with breast can-
cer. There is no one who can comfort a
wife more than another wife. On Janu-
ary 1 of this year, I blinded myself in
an exercise accident, and MITCH
MCCONNELL was there. His wife was
there.

So I want the record to reflect—peo-
ple might write all these things they
want to write, but MITCH MCCONNELL
and I are friends. People may think
that is difficult with all the things we
do here opposing each other, but that
is the job we have.

I want the record—I repeat—to be to-
tally reflective of the fact that I have
admiration for MITCH MCCONNELL and
the work that he has to do. Do I always
agree with what he does? Of course not.
I am sure the same applies to his feel-
ings about me. But no one can judge
what our personal relationship is ex-
cept MCCONNELL and REID.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Will my friend
yield for a comment?

Mr. REID. Yes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I am always frus-
trated, as I think the Democratic lead-
er is, with the tendency to personalize
political differences. Obviously we have
differences on issues, but I want to sec-
ond what my friend the Democratic
leader said: There is nothing wrong
with our personal relationship, wheth-
er it is watching Nats baseball or a lot
of other things that we have discussed
both personally and otherwise for lit-
erally years.

I share the Senator’s frustration, I
would say to my friend, over an article
like that. I think there is a tendency to
think you can’t have political argu-
ments without developing personal ani-
mosity, and I don’t have any toward
my friend, and I know he doesn’t have
any toward me.
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I really appreciate the opportunity
that he has given for both of us to kind
of clear the air about the perceptions
that could have been drawn by reading
such an article.

————
PUERTO RICO

Mr. REID. Mr. President, 18,000 Puer-
to Ricans served in the Armed Forces
in World War I; 65,000 in the Second
World War; 61,000 during the Korean
war; 48,000 in the Vietnam war. Since
1917, more than 200,000 American citi-
zens from Puerto Rico have served in
the U.S. Armed Forces, serving in
every conflict since World War 1.

A previous leader of the Senate asked
me to represent the Senate in a cere-
mony in Puerto Rico a number of years
ago as they were dedicating the monu-
ment to fallen soldiers of Puerto Rico
in conflicts involving the United States
and other countries. I have never for-
gotten that. I have a warm spot in my
heart for Puerto Rico, a wonderful part
of our country and a territory of the
United States with a beautiful rain for-
est. I have been there. I have fond
memories. I have been there a few
times, but I really like Puerto Rico.

Today, as they have helped us in
these battles, Puerto Ricans who live
in Puerto Rico need our help. Right
now, the people of Puerto Rico are
drowning in over $72 billion in debt. It
is a sparsely populated territory with,
I think, about 3.5 million people. They
have more debt per capita than any
U.S. State, of course. The territory is
facing a severe economic and fiscal cri-
sis, and it is becoming a humanitarian
crisis.

Leader PELOSI and I fought to include
meaningful provisions in an omnibus
spending package to assist Puerto
Rico, including empowering Puerto
Rico to readjust a significant portion
of its debt.

Unfortunately, Republicans refused
to work with us to address Puerto
Rico’s massive debt in a meaningful
way. Instead of seizing the last chance
Congress has this year to do the right
thing for Puerto Ricans, they turned
their backs on 3.5 million citizens of
the United States who are Puerto
Ricans and live in Puerto Rico.

To be clear, helping Puerto Rico
doesn’t mean bailing the island out of
its massive debt. They don’t need that.
They don’t need a massive check from
the taxpayers. This is about giving
Puerto Rico and their leaders the same
tools that every State has—the same
tools that are currently available in
every State. Puerto Rico is part of the
United States, and the people of Puerto
Rico are looking to Members of Con-
gress to step in as partners. That is our
job.

The territory is facing a massive $900
million payment in bond payments on
January 1 to its bond holders. Puerto
Rico’s Governor said yesterday that
the island will default in January or
May. We can’t wait.

Next year—likely the first half of
2016, the same period in which Puerto
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Rico is expected to default on its
debt—Congress will present a Congres-
sional Gold Medal in honor of the 65th
Infantry Regiment, which suffered such
massive casualties over time. This in-
fantry regiment was a U.S. Army unit
consisting mostly of Puerto Rican sol-
diers that distinguished itself for its
remarkable service during the Korean
war. It is shameful to think that Con-
gress can at once recognize the ex-
traordinary contributions of Puerto
Ricans, who have made the ultimate
sacrifice for their country, and then do
nothing to protect Puerto Ricans when
they turn to us for help in a time of
crisis.

Inaction is not an option. Puerto
Rico needs to do its part, and so must
Congress. As Puerto Rico’s Resident
Commissioner has said: ‘‘This is not
just a Puerto Rican problem; this is an
American problem, requiring an Amer-
ican solution.”

We can do something to help, and we
must do something to help. We can
work together to pass legislation that
allows Puerto Rico to restructure a
significant part of its debt without
costing U.S. taxpayers a penny.

These bonds are not bonds of the U.S.
Government. People have made invest-
ments. Like every other investment,
sometimes they go bad. Theirs went
bad as a result of the crash we had here
9 years ago or so on Wall Street.

The Obama administration and con-
gressional Democrats want to do some-
thing to help. We have asked Repub-
licans to join us in this effort, but so
far they have only stood in the way.
All we want is to simply say that a ter-
ritory of the United States—and we
will limit it, of course, to Puerto
Rico—has the ability, like every other
State, to file for bankruptcy protec-
tion.

Just last week, the senior Senator
from New York asked for unanimous
consent to adopt the Puerto Rico Chap-
ter 9 Uniformity Act—a bill that would
extend chapter 9 of the bankruptcy
code to Puerto Rico and allow it to re-
structure its municipal debt in the
same way other States can.

But instead of giving Puerto Rico the
same rights as Kentucky, Nevada, Illi-
nois or Utah, the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, from Utah, blocked
this critical legislation.

I understand there are important
issues that must be discussed, such as
the nature and scope of this authority,
but to deny Puerto Rico any restruc-
turing authority, as the Republicans
have done, is negligent.

I hope that recent comments by Re-
publican 1leaders, including Speaker
RYAN, will translate into meaningful
action.

Senate Democrats are ready to work
across the aisle on a real solution for
Puerto Rico, with the understanding
that any viable plan moving forward
will be a Federal process that allows
Puerto Rico to adjust its debt.

To deny Puerto Rico any restruc-
turing authority is not just bad for
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Puerto Rico, it is bad for the creditors
as well.

So I say to my Republican col-
leagues: Let’s work together to extend
a helping hand to our fellow citizens in
Puerto Rico. It should be in this bill
that we are going to vote on tomorrow.
Giving the people of Puerto Rico the
tools necessary to resolve this fiscal
crisis is the right thing to do. It is the
moral thing to do.

Mr. President, would you announce
the business of the day.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until 6
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The assistant Democratic leader.

———

SYRIAN REFUGEES

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is
amazing some of the people we get to
meet in our lives as Senators. There is
a medical doctor in Chicago who I
didn’t know several years ago, but he
and his wife have become dear friends
in a short period of time. His name is
Dr. Zaher Sahloul. He asked for an ap-
pointment in my office in Chicago a
few years back, and I agreed to it. He
came in to tell me a story and to show
me some pictures. He is originally from
Syria, and he is head of the Syrian-
American Medical Society in the
Chicagoland area. Because of the trag-
edy of the civil war in his home coun-
try of Syria, he has felt a special obli-
gation to help.

What he has done on many occasions
now was to get as close to the action as
he could in Syria to provide medical
assistance to the victims. Many times
he risked his life to do it. And other
doctors—some Syrian-American and
some not—have joined him in that ef-
fort. He would bring me back photo-
graphs of what casualties of war look
like in Syria. They were heart-
breaking—pictures of children who had
been maimed and seriously injured by
the barrel bombs of President Assad in
Syria and stories about parents killed
in the bombings that continue day
after weary day.

Dr. Sahloul would ask me: What can
you do, Senator? Can’t you help us?
Can’t you stop this?

Of course, that civil war in Syria,
which has gone on for 4 years, is al-
most intractable, almost impossible to
define. There are so many forces fight-
ing one another that at any given mo-
ment, your ally today may be your
enemy tomorrow.

I tried, since meeting Dr. Sahloul, to
do some things: to come out for a safe
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