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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. We pause in 
Your presence and ask guidance for the 
men and women of the people’s House. 

As the Members take this time to 
consider far-reaching legislation, give 
them wisdom and discernment. Help 
them to realize that Your congregation 
is wider and broader than ever we could 
measure or determine. 

Help them, and help us all, O Lord, to 
put away any judgments that belong to 
You and do what we can to live to-
gether in peace. 

As we approach this next recess, 
bless our great Nation and keep it 
faithful to its ideals, its hopes, and its 
promise of freedom in our world. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done be for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

NOTICE 

If the 114th Congress, 1st Session, adjourns sine die on or before December 24, 2015, a final issue of the Congres-
sional Record for the 114th Congress, 1st Session, will be published on Thursday, December 31, 2015, to permit Members 
to insert statements. 

All material for insertion must be signed by the Member and delivered to the respective offices of the Official Reporters 
of Debates (Room HT–59 or S–123 of the Capitol), Monday through Friday, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. through Wednesday, December 30. The final issue will be dated Thursday, December 31, 2015, and will be delivered 
on Monday, January 4, 2016. 

None of the material printed in the final issue of the Congressional Record may contain subject matter, or relate to 
any event, that occurred after the sine die date. 

Senators’ statements should also be formatted according to the instructions at http://webster.senate.gov/secretary/ 
Departments/ReporterslDebates/resources/conglrecord.pdf, and submitted electronically, either on a disk to accompany 
the signed statement, or by e-mail to the Official Reporters of Debates at ‘‘Record@Sec.Senate.gov’’. 

Members of the House of Representatives’ statements may also be submitted electronically by e-mail, to accompany 
the signed statement, and formatted according to the instructions for the Extensions of Remarks template at 
https://housenet.house.gov/legislative/research-and-reference/transcripts-and-records/electronic-congressional-record-inserts. 
The Official Reporters will transmit to GPO the template formatted electronic file only after receipt of, and authentication 
with, the hard copy, and signed manuscript. Deliver statements to the Official Reporters in Room HT–59. 

Members of Congress desiring to purchase reprints of material submitted for inclusion in the Congressional Record 
may do so by contacting the Office of Congressional Publishing Services, at the Government Publishing Office, on 512– 
0224, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. daily. 

By order of the Joint Committee on Printing. 
GREGG HARPER, Chairman. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:50 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 8633 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.000 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9378 December 17, 2015 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. WALORSKI) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. WALORSKI led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, our 
country is in the midst of a prescrip-
tion drug epidemic. Fifty Americans 
die each day from prescription drug 
overdoses. The epidemic is also affect-
ing our Nation’s veterans, who, in some 
VA facilities, are being overprescribed 
medications. 

To combat this growing problem, my 
home State of Indiana and others have 
created statewide databases that col-
lect data on medications prescribed to 
patients. It requires doctors and nurses 
to check patient records in the data-
base before prescribing painkillers. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, VA fa-
cilities are not required by law to par-
ticipate and have been known to over-
prescribe powerful medications. 

Today, I introduced legislation re-
quiring all Veteran Administration 
Medical Centers to participate in their 
corresponding statewide drug moni-
toring program. Requiring VA facili-
ties to comply will help ensure that 
veterans are not being overprescribed 
powerful pain medication. 

As a member of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, I take the well- 
being of each Hoosier veteran very seri-
ously, and they deserve high-quality 
health care. 

I also want to thank Indiana Attor-
ney General Greg Zoeller for his com-
mitment to fighting this epidemic in 
our State. 

f 

CALIFORNIA WATER LEGISLATION 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express the urgency to get Cali-
fornia water legislation passed sooner 

rather than later. After 4 consecutive 
dry years, drought conditions have be-
come even more devastating. If you 
look at the NASA photos that have de-
picted, from outer space, the drought 
conditions, you see over 1 million acres 
that have laid fallow this year. 

Many of us are fearful that if we re-
ceive the El Nino rains and snows that 
are predicted in the next 4 months, 
California will still not have the abil-
ity to move that water through the 
delta, where it is desperately needed, 
to other parts of the State; and many 
of our farm communities will continue 
to end up with another year of a zero— 
zero—water allocation, which would 
make the third year in a row. This 
would be devastating. It is both unac-
ceptable, and it is avoidable. 

Mr. Speaker, we in California can all 
retreat to our political corners and 
point fingers to lay blame, but that 
will not deliver an additional drop of 
water that is desperately needed, nor 
will it address the real harm done to 
the very people whose lives have been 
impacted and whose jobs have been 
lost. 

The fact is we have to work together, 
and I will continue to work with mul-
tiple parties involved in the negotia-
tions to try to bridge the gap and to 
get California water legislation passed. 
It is time to fix our broken water sys-
tem, and it is long overdue. 

f 

WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, bipar-
tisan majorities in the House and Sen-
ate, a majority of the States, and two 
Federal courts have rejected the ad-
ministration’s waters of the United 
States proposal by the EPA to reinter-
pret the Clean Water Act in order to 
seize authority over virtually every 
waterway, dry streambed, ditch, and 
puddle in the Nation. One Federal 
court found the proposal so excessive 
and so outside the President’s author-
ity that it issued a nationwide stay. 

This week, the nonpartisan Govern-
ment Accountability Office confirmed 
what we already knew: the administra-
tion not only violated Federal law 
when preparing this proposal, but also 
engaged in an illegal propaganda cam-
paign to misinform the public, solic-
iting skewed comments in favor of 
their proposal using social media, even 
so far as using general comments on 
Twitter in order to skew their view. 

Mr. Speaker, when is enough going to 
be enough? When the administration 
spends Americans’ own tax dollars to 
solicit and persuade them to give up 
their rights, should that not be a wake- 
up call, that it has crossed a very 
bright ethical line? 

It is time that the administration 
admit that the waters of the United 
States rule is an illegal power grab, an 
overreach, and withdraw it imme-
diately. 

PUERTO RICO 

(Mr. GUTIÉRREZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
can’t vote for the omnibus bill because 
it doesn’t give the people of Puerto 
Rico some hope for a better future. 

The omnibus bill does not provide a 
path forward amid budget cuts, cuts in 
services, growing unemployment, and 
the greedy banks and bondholders who 
demand more and more, even as the 
people of Puerto Rico have less and 
less. 

Puerto Rico is a colony of the United 
States. Its sovereignty rests here in 
the Congress of the United States, and 
we will not do anything to help them. 

(English translation of the statement 
made in Spanish is as follows:) 

So tomorrow I tell the people of Puerto 
Rico, I will be with you. 

I will vote against this omnibus budget be-
cause if there are no schools in Puerto Rico, 
if there is no law enforcement to protect the 
people on the streets, if there are no doctors 
or nurses healing the sick, there won’t be a 
vote on this budget until there is justice for 
the people. 

And I tell every Representative that votes 
in favor of this budget, you are denying a fu-
ture for Puerto Rico and you are betraying 
the people of Puerto Rico. 

Asi que mañana le digo al pueblo de Puerto 
Rico, yo estaré con ustedes. 

Votaré en contra de este presupuesto 
porque si no hay escuelas en Puerto Rico, si 
no hay policı́as para defender a la gente en la 
calle, si no hay doctoras o enfermeras para 
curar a los enfermos, tampoco habrá un voto 
para este presupuesto hasta que haya 
justicia para el pueblo. 

Y le digo a todo Congresista que vota a 
favor de este presupuesto, que le niega un 
futuro a Puerto Rico y le traiciona al pueblo 
de Puerto Rico. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The gentleman from Illinois 
will provide a translation for the 
RECORD. 

f 

HONORING ARMY HELICOPTER 
PILOT KEVIN WEISS 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Chief Warrant Officer 
Kevin Mose Weiss of McHenry County, 
a U.S. Army helicopter pilot who lost 
his life in service to our Nation. Re-
turning to service just after Thanks-
giving, Weiss and his copilot were fly-
ing a routine training exercise out of 
Fort Campbell in Kentucky on Decem-
ber 2 when the helicopter they were pi-
loting went down, killing both men in 
the crash. 

Mr. Speaker, Weiss dreamed of join-
ing his World War II veteran grand-
father in flying as a pilot for his coun-
try and was known by his grandfather’s 
nickname, ‘‘Mose.’’ Weiss was an avid 
outdoorsman and served our Nation 
overseas, flying a tour of duty in Af-
ghanistan and earning numerous com-
mendations and decorations. 
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Growing up through McHenry public 

schools, home schooling, and then 
Christian Liberty Academy, Weiss met 
his wife, Beth, through the youth pro-
gram, Awana. 

Weiss leaves behind a wife and two 
children, Lucas and Susan, and ex-
tended family and friends. They re-
member him as brave from a young 
age, a shoulder to lean on in difficult 
times, and a caring, loving brother, 
husband, and father. 

The family Christmas celebration 
will be muted this year, but we are for-
ever grateful for Mose’s service and 
sacrifice. 

f 

COACHELLA MOSQUE FIRE 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, on December 
11, 2015, the Islamic Society of 
Coachella Valley mosque was 
firebombed, with four people praying 
inside, 9 days after the San Bernardino 
terrorist mass shooting. The perpe-
trator is being charged for a hate 
crime. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly condemn vio-
lence toward innocent people, whether 
they are victims of terrorism or vic-
tims of hate crimes, whether they are 
randomly chosen or targeted for being 
Muslim. I strongly condemn the hate 
speech from politicos who capitalize on 
the fear of the fearful and the hate of 
the hateful for political gain. 

As Americans, we believe in justice, 
the rule of law, and freedom of religion. 
Destroying terrorists and protecting 
law-abiding Muslim Americans are not 
mutually exclusive, and we must do 
both because we believe in justice, sen-
tencing the guilty, and protecting the 
innocent. 

That is why I stand with my local 
priests, pastors, rabbis, imams, and law 
enforcement to denounce the violence, 
pursue justice, and strengthen our hu-
manity. 

f 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise during this Christmas 
season to speak about a public-private 
partnership that creates real impact in 
the communities I represent: Meals on 
Wheels. 

Today, a national army of 2 million 
volunteers is preparing and delivering 
about 1 million meals to America’s 
most vulnerable, hungry, and isolated 
seniors. 

I am very proud of the Third District 
of South Carolina for many reasons, 
but I am especially proud of programs 
like Pickens County Meals on Wheels 
in Liberty, South Carolina. This is just 
one of thousands of Meals on Wheels 
programs across the country that pro-
vides more than just meals. Meals on 

Wheels provides nutritious meals, safe-
ty checks, and friendly visits on a daily 
basis, which allow seniors to age in 
their own homes with the independence 
and dignity that they deserve. 

The precious and powerful combina-
tion of nutrition and socialization has 
proven to improve health, reduce falls, 
avert unnecessary visits to the ER, and 
reduce hospital admissions and re-
admissions. This, in turn, saves billions 
of dollars in Medicaid and Medicare ex-
penses. In fact, a Meals on Wheels pro-
gram can provide a senior with meals 
for an entire year for less than the cost 
of 1 day in the hospital or a week in 
the nursing home. 

I call on my colleagues to learn more 
about these vital programs, the seniors 
they serve, and the grave and growing 
and expensive problem of senior hun-
ger, a problem that will undoubtedly 
worsen if left unaddressed. 

Merry Christmas, America. 
f 

AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY TAX 
CREDIT 

(Mr. FATTAH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the fact that the 
American opportunity tax credit is 
going to become a permanent law as 
part of the tax extenders package. I in-
troduced, as the prime sponsor, this 
legislation many years ago as part of 
the economic recovery efforts. 

It has provided well over $20 billion 
to millions of families, a $2,500 tax 
credit in which 40 percent is refund-
able. Over the next 10 years, the Con-
gressional Research Service suggests 
that well over $60 billion will be pro-
vided to families to help meet higher 
education costs. 

So I want to just take a minute to 
pause and reflect on the fact that the 
work that we do here can, in fact, im-
pact many, many lives. I want to 
thank my colleagues for their initial 
support of this program and for, today, 
our efforts that will be successful to 
make it permanent, along with the 
earned income tax credit and a number 
of other very important tax credits for 
American families. 

f 

b 0915 

HONORING VALOR CHRISTIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL’S VARSITY GIRLS 
SOFTBALL TEAM 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the girls varsity 
softball team at Valor Christian High 
School in Highlands Ranch, Colorado, 
on winning the 2015 Colorado 4A State 
championship game on October 25, 2015. 

The students and staff who are part 
of the winning Eagles team deserve to 

be honored for finishing what had al-
ready been a fantastic season by win-
ning the State championship for the 
second time in 2 years. 

Mr. Speaker, throughout the season, 
the girls of Valor Christian High 
School’s softball team proved that hard 
work, dedication, and perseverance are 
the recipe for champions. The team 
was led to the championship title 
through the tireless leadership of their 
head coach, Dave Atencio, and his 
staff. 

It is with great pride that I join with 
the families of Highlands Ranch, Colo-
rado, in congratulating the Valor 
Christian Eagles on their second 
straight championship. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
2029, MILITARY CONSTRUCTION 
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016; PROVIDING FOR 
PROCEEDINGS DURING THE PE-
RIOD FROM DECEMBER 19, 2015, 
THROUGH JANUARY 4, 2016; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 566 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 566 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2029) making 
appropriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, with 
the Senate amendment thereto, and to con-
sider in the House, without intervention of 
any point of order, a motion offered by the 
chair of the Committee on Appropriations or 
his designee that the House concur in the 
Senate amendment with each of the two 
amendments specified in section 3 of this 
resolution. The Senate amendment and the 
motion shall be considered as read. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the motion to its adoption without inter-
vening motion or demand for division of the 
question except as specified in section 2 of 
this resolution. Clause 5(b) of rule XXI shall 
not apply to the motion. 

SEC. 2. (a) The question of adoption of the 
motion shall be divided between the two 
House amendments specified in section 3 of 
this resolution. The two portions of the di-
vided question shall be considered in the 
order specified by the Chair. Either portion 
of the divided question may be subject to 
postponement as though under clause 8 of 
rule XX. 

(b) The portion of the divided question 
comprising the amendment specified in sec-
tion 3(a) of this resolution shall be debatable 
for one hour equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Appropriations. The 
portion of the divided question comprising 
the amendment specified in section 3(b) of 
this resolution shall be debatable for one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

SEC. 3. The amendments referred to in the 
first and second sections of this resolution 
are as follows: 
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(a) An amendment consisting of the text of 

Rules Committee Print 114-39 modified by 
the amendment printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. 

(b) An amendment consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 114-40. 

SEC. 4. If only the portion of the divided 
question comprising the amendment speci-
fied in section 3(b) of this resolution is 
adopted, that portion shall be engrossed as 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute 
to the Senate amendment to H.R. 2029. 

SEC. 5. The chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations may insert in the Congressional 
Record at any time during the remainder of 
the first session of the 114th Congress such 
material as he may deem explanatory of the 
Senate amendment and the motion specified 
in the first section of this resolution. 

SEC. 6. On any legislative day of the first 
session of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress after December 18, 2015— 

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the 
previous day shall be considered as approved; 
and 

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the 
House adjourned to meet at a date and time, 
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by 
the Chair in declaring the adjournment. 

SEC. 7. On any legislative day of the second 
session of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress before January 5, 2016— 

(a) the Speaker may dispense with organi-
zational and legislative business; 

(b) the Journal of the proceedings of the 
previous day shall be considered as approved 
if applicable; and 

(c) the Chair at any time may declare the 
House adjourned to meet at a date and time, 
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by 
the Chair in declaring the adjournment. 

SEC. 8. The Speaker may appoint Members 
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the periods addressed by sections 6 
and 7 of this resolution as though under 
clause 8(a) of rule I. 

SEC. 9. Each day during the periods ad-
dressed by sections 6 and 7 of this resolution 
shall not constitute a calendar day for pur-
poses of section 7 of the War Powers Resolu-
tion (50 U.S.C. 1546). 

SEC. 10. Each day during the periods ad-
dressed by sections 6 and 7 of this resolution 
shall not constitute a legislative day for pur-
poses of clause 7 of rule XIII. 

SEC. 11. It shall be in order at any time 
through the legislative day of December 18, 
2015, for the Speaker to entertain motions 
that the House suspend the rules as though 
under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or his 
designee shall consult with the Minority 
Leader or her designee on the designation of 
any matter for consideration pursuant to 
this section. 

SEC. 12. The requirement of clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a 
report from the Committee on Rules on the 
same day it is presented to the House is 
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Decem-
ber 18, 2015. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 

legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 

the Rules Committee met and reported 
a rule for the consideration of the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 2029. The reso-
lution makes in order a motion offered 
by the chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations that the House concur in 
the Senate amendment with two House 
amendments. 

Amendment No. 1, consisting of the 
text of the omnibus appropriations bill, 
is provided 1 hour of debate, equally di-
vided and controlled by the Chair and 
ranking member of the Committee on 
Appropriations. Amendment No. 2, con-
sisting of the text of the tax extenders 
bill, is provided 1 hour of debate, equal-
ly divided and controlled by the Chair 
and ranking member of the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

The rule provides for a separate vote 
on each amendment. In addition, the 
rule provides that, if one or both 
amendments are adopted, then the bill 
is sent to the Senate. Finally, Mr. 
Speaker, the rule provides the standard 
recess authorities typically given at 
the end of the first session of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be pre-
senting to the House today the rule 
which will provide for the consider-
ation of two critical pieces of legisla-
tion which are the product of long and 
hard negotiations between the House, 
the Senate, and the administration. 

First, Mr. Speaker, this rule provides 
for the consideration of the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015, 
the PATH Act. This legislation makes 
over 20 different tax provisions perma-
nent, like the Research and Develop-
ment Tax Credit, section 179 expensing, 
and the State and local sales tax de-
duction. 

Many of these provisions have ex-
isted as part of the Tax Code for many 
years. However, they were often ex-
tended retroactively or on a yearly 
basis, making it difficult for businesses 
and individuals to plan effectively. 
Making these provisions permanent 
will allow businesses and individuals to 
make more sensible decisions through-
out the year, not just during the final 
12 or 14 days at the end of the year 
after Congress passes a retroactive ex-
tension. 

This bill also includes extensions of 
other tax provisions, like the New Mar-
kets Tax Credit, the bonus deprecia-
tion, and the Work Opportunity Tax 
Credit through 2019. Additionally, 
there are other provisions that are 
retroactively extended for 2015 and 
through 2016. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, the PATH 
Act includes a number of program in-
tegrity measures designed to strength-
en the integrity of the tax credit pro-
grams that have high rates of improper 
payments, fraud, and abuse. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this bill in-
cludes a series of reforms designed to 

rein in the power of the Internal Rev-
enue Service and better protect the 
American people, like firing IRS em-
ployees who take politically motivated 
actions against taxpayers and prohib-
iting IRS employees from using per-
sonal email accounts for official busi-
ness. 

In addition to these critical tax ex-
tenders, the rule also provides for the 
consideration of the omnibus spending 
bill for fiscal year 2016 at the funding 
levels agreed to in the Bipartisan 
Budget Act passed earlier this year. 

There is much to be proud of in this 
2,000-page bill and accompanying ex-
planatory statement. But, as I have 
told many of my colleagues, if you 
can’t find something you don’t agree 
with in the bill, you must not be look-
ing hard enough. 

That being said, Mr. Speaker, this 
omnibus spending measure is a com-
promise and a reflection of divided gov-
ernment, but it also demonstrates a 
commitment by both sides to restoring 
regular order to this House. 

While I could provide a long list of 
things I wish were included, this bill 
still maintains key Republican and 
conservative priorities. For example, 
the bill keeps the EPA staffing levels 
at the lowest level since 1989. In addi-
tion, it terminates dozens of duplica-
tive, ineffective, or unauthorized pro-
grams. 

Beyond the numerous cuts and re-
strictions on the executive branch, this 
bill also delays additional, onerous 
ObamaCare mandates. For example, it 
delays the Cadillac tax on healthcare 
insurance for an additional 2 years and 
imposes a moratorium on the health 
insurer excise tax in 2017. 

In addition to these important 
changes, the omnibus also reveals some 
of the programs that Republicans value 
and that, frankly, Democrats value as 
well. Included in this legislation is a $2 
billion increase for the National Insti-
tutes of Health. Likewise, it increases 
funding by 9.8 percent at the VA while 
strengthening the restrictions and 
oversight to ensure that taxpayer dol-
lars will be used more effectively. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, this legisla-
tion includes a repeal of the crude oil 
export ban. Repealing this ban, which 
has been in place for the past 40 years, 
has the potential to create more than a 
million new jobs across the United 
States, add $170 billion annually to our 
gross domestic product, and lead to 
still lower gasoline prices. This provi-
sion is a victory for the American peo-
ple. 

I am sure many of my colleagues will 
speak about other portions of this leg-
islation. However, in closing, I would 
like to recognize the hard work of 
Chairman ROGERS, Ranking Member 
LOWEY, and Speaker RYAN, who were 
able to lead us to this necessary com-
promise. 

This is the second year in a row that 
we will have been able to complete a 
vast majority of the appropriations 
process before the end of the calendar 
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year, giving us the ability to begin the 
process anew when we return in Janu-
ary. It is a culmination of the hard 
work of the Members and of the staff 
over the past 10 months, and it should 
be worthy of all of the Members’ sup-
port. 

I urge the support of the rule and of 
the underlying legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. I want to thank the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), 
my friend, for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, here we are again. It is 
the end of the year, and once more we 
have come to the brink of a govern-
ment shutdown. It is sad to say, but 
this has become routine. 

We need to return to regular order, 
where we pass appropriations bills one 
at a time and not end up with a 2,000- 
plus-page bill at the last minute that 
nobody has thoroughly read. 

In all candor, the excuse that it is all 
the Senate’s fault is a bit disingenuous. 
Of the 12 appropriations bills the gov-
ernment must pass each year, we only 
considered 6 in the House. We stopped 
considering appropriations bills be-
cause some of my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle were more inter-
ested in protecting the Confederate 
flag than in getting the people’s busi-
ness done. 

We have a deal before us that, if 
passed, would prevent us from heading 
toward a government shutdown and 
damaging our economy. Americans 
cannot afford another manufactured 
crisis, something that my friends on 
the other side of the aisle have become 
good at. The so-called deal that we will 
debate today and tomorrow reflects the 
imperfect process that produced it. 

I am grateful to my colleagues who 
worked to get a product to us that, 
hopefully, can avoid a catastrophe. I 
am especially grateful to the staff who 
worked around the clock these last 
weeks to get us to this point. Truth-
fully, we should be apologizing to the 
staff for putting them through this or-
deal. This is not the way to run Con-
gress. 

There are two parts to the under-
lying legislation: Amendment 1 to H.R. 
2029, the omnibus Appropriations Act, 
and Amendment 2, known as the tax 
extenders bill. 

The omnibus Appropriations Act is, 
by any measure, a mixed bag, but, im-
portantly, it does begin to undo so- 
called sequestration, which has done 
great damage to our economy and 
great harm to our people. 
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In my view, sequestration represents 
an all-time high in recklessness and 
stupidity. We need to reverse it. This 
bill begins to do that. 

In the omnibus there will be nec-
essary increases in funding for NIH, 
NSF, Head Start, Pell grants, job 
training, State and local law enforce-
ment, programs to prevent violence 
against women, energy efficiency pro-
grams, FEMA, our national parks, VA 
medical service accounts, the McGov-
ern-Dole international school feeding 
program, a reauthorization of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, and a 
host of other programs. I am grateful 
for these increases. 

This bill includes a 75-year extension 
to the Zadroga Act, which supports 
health care for the brave 9/11 first re-
sponders who risked their lives at 
Ground Zero to save others and became 
ill as a result. These are true American 
heroes, and I am pleased that Congress 
has finally done the right thing by en-
suring that they will be able to get the 
care that they deserve. 

One of the things, however, that con-
cerns me about the omnibus appropria-
tions bill is that it contains a con-
troversial cybersecurity measure that 
many of us feel falls short of safe-
guarding Americans’ private informa-
tion. Quite frankly, a provision like 
this does not belong in an omnibus ap-
propriations bill. 

Last night in the Rules Committee, I 
offered an amendment to strike this 
cybersecurity provision. Every single 
Republican—every single one—voted 
against my provision. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a ‘‘Dear Colleague’’ that was sent to all 
of us from Representatives LOFGREN, 
AMASH, CONYERS, FARENTHOLD, and 
POLIS in opposition to the cybersecu-
rity measure being part of this omni-
bus appropriations bill. 

DECEMBER 16, 2015. 
From: The Honorable Zoe Lofgren. 

OMNIBUS INCLUDES PRIVACY VIOLATING PROVI-
SIONS: JOIN REPS. LOFGREN, AMASH, CON-
YERS, FARENTHOLD, AND POLIS IN OPPOSI-
TION 

DEAR COLLEAGUE: We are writing to ex-
press our concerns with the inclusion of the 
Cybersecurity Act in the omnibus. What was 
intended to be a cybersecurity bill to facili-
tate the sharing of information between the 
private sector and government was instead 
drafted in such a way that it has effectively 
become a surveillance bill, and allows infor-
mation shared by companies to be used by 
the government to prosecute unrelated 
crimes. 

The bill intended to allow the private sec-
tor to share ‘‘cyber threat indicators’’ with 
government agencies. However, depending on 
the type of ‘‘indicator,’’ it is highly likely 
that private information otherwise protected 
by the Fourth Amendment will also be dis-
closed to government surveillance agencies. 

Unfortunately, as drafted, the bill falls 
short of providing safeguards to protect 
Americans’ private information. 

In particular: 
1. This bill allows the use of shared infor-

mation for more than just ‘‘cybersecurity 
purposes.’’ It allows the government to in-
vestigate and prosecute specific threats to 
serious bodily injury or serious economic in-
jury, computer fraud, and trade secrets vio-
lations, among other criminal violations. 

WHY THIS IS OF CONCERN: Specific 
threats to serious bodily injury or economic 

harm are extremely broad categories of 
crimes. So are identity theft, computer 
fraud, and trade secrets violations. By allow-
ing the use of this information for non-cy-
bersecurity purposes, the bill encourages in-
telligence agencies to collect and retain as 
much information as they can for as long as 
possible, in the unlikely event that one day 
it might be useful. An alternative bill, H.R. 
1731, which received the largest House sup-
port, prohibited these uses and limited the 
use of cyber indicators to only cyber secu-
rity purposes for this reason. 

2. The bill fails to include an express prohi-
bition on using this information for ‘‘surveil-
lance’’ purposes. 

WHY THIS IS OF CONCERN: Express pro-
hibition of ‘‘surveillance’’ is vital because 
past experience demonstrates that intel-
ligence agencies will broadly interpret the 
included non-cyber, criminal allowances to 
perform surveillance. For example, few 
thought the National Security Agency (NSA) 
would interpret ‘‘relevant’’ to allow collec-
tion of every phone record in America. Sur-
veillance is merely an investigation method, 
so this bill contains no protections against 
the NSA (or any other agency) from con-
ducting broad surveillance using this infor-
mation in the name of stopping any enumer-
ated offenses. 

3. The private sector and government are 
only required to remove personal informa-
tion they ‘‘know at the time of sharing’’ to 
be included in the information they share 
with DHS. 

WHY THIS IS OF CONCERN: The informa-
tion sharing legislation that passed the 
House with the strongest support, H.R. 1731, 
required both government and private sector 
to take ‘‘reasonable efforts’’ to scrub all per-
sonal information ‘‘reasonably believed’’ to 
be unrelated to a cybersecurity threat prior 
to sharing the information. Changing this to 
a ‘‘knowing’’ standard, as the Cybersecurity 
Act does, sets the bar too high. Developing 
automated systems to ‘‘know’’ that some-
thing is personal information is likely im-
possible. As such, the ‘‘knowing’’ standard 
encourages willful blindness. Why would the 
government or private sector expend time 
and effort to develop effective processes to 
determine when it ‘‘knows’’ something is 
personal information rather than just de-
velop a cursory review process likely to per-
mit the flow of private personal information. 

Furthermore, by limiting scrubbing only 
to ‘‘the time of sharing’’ there is no require-
ment that the government remove personal 
information it later discovers. 

Finally, the bill leaves details on how to 
develop privacy protection procedures 
around the collection, storage, and retention 
of shared information to DHS and also to the 
Attorney General and Director of National 
Intelligence. The AG and DNI also deter-
mined these same standards for the bulk-col-
lection of telephone metadata. These stand-
ards allowed for the largest abuse of Amer-
ican privacy in recent history and neces-
sitated Congress passing the USA FREEDOM 
Act. 

4. No express limitations on what or how 
DHS can share information with the DOD or 
NSA. 

WHY THIS IS OF CONCERN: Earlier this 
year Congress passed major privacy reforms 
because past experience has shown that if 
the NSA acquires information, they will use 
it in ways unintended by legislators. Every 
cybersecurity bill passed by the House this 
year has prohibited automatic information 
sharing (and in some cases all sharing) with 
the NSA. Without this prohibition, desig-
nating DHS as the ‘‘sole information sharing 
portal’’ is essentially meaningless, since 
DOD and NSA automatically receive cyber 
threat indicators along with the rest of civil-
ian agencies. As this bill is drafted, function-
ally—there is no difference between directly 
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giving this information to DHS and directly 
giving it to the NSA. There should be strong 
rules protecting personal information from 
being received, processed, and stored by in-
telligence agencies, which this bill lacks. 

Sincerely, 
REP. ZOE LOFGREN. 
REP. JUSTIN AMASH. 
REP. JOHN CONYERS. 
REP. BLAKE FARENTHOLD. 
REP. JARED POLIS. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, one 
additional concern, for me and for 
many others, is an awful provision— 
and I stress the word ‘‘awful’’—in this 
bill, which constitutes a big giveaway 
to Big Oil and could lead to an increase 
in gas prices. Big Oil gives big money 
to campaigns, and, sadly, Big Oil is 
getting a very big return on its invest-
ment with this bill. This provision 
could intensify climate change, have 
devastating environmental impacts, 
and does nothing to save consumers 
money on energy costs. 

I will be asking my colleagues to de-
feat the previous question. If the pre-
vious question is defeated, I will offer 
an amendment to strike this out-
rageous provision. 

My colleagues will have to decide 
whether the good outweighs the bad be-
fore casting their vote on the omnibus 
bill. Compromise is never easy, but in a 
divided government it is essential if we 
are to move forward. 

One of my biggest critiques of this 
Republican-controlled Congress has 
been the total disregard for Americans 
who struggle—those stuck in poverty. 
Time and time again in this Chamber, 
poor people have been demonized and 
disparaged while those who are well off 
and well connected get one tax break 
after another after another. 

I am pleased that in the tax extend-
ers package there are provisions to pro-
tect millions of struggling Americans 
from a tax increase and boost family 
incomes by permanently extending es-
sential improvements to the earned in-
come tax credit and the child tax cred-
it for low-income working families, as 
well as the American opportunity tax 
credit to help low- and middle-income 
families pay for college. 

All of these improvements to these 
tax credits were originally passed as 
part of the 2009 Recovery Act, and each 
has played a critical role in fueling 
America’s economic recovery after the 
financial crisis. Making these improve-
ments permanent would be among the 
biggest steps Congress can take to re-
duce poverty, and without action these 
credits would expire at the end of 2017. 

Every year, these improvements are 
expected to lift about 16 million people, 
including about 8 million children, out 
of poverty, or closer to rising above the 
poverty line. Simply put, making these 
improvements to the EITC and the CTC 
permanent will keep more children out 
of poverty than any other Federal pro-
gram. 

The real world impact cannot be 
overstated. For example, a single 
mother with two children who works 
full time at the Federal minimum wage 

of $7.25 an hour and makes $14,500 a 
year would lose her entire $1,725 child 
tax credit without congressional ac-
tion. For a family on a fixed income, 
this would be a terrible setback. Addi-
tionally, making the American oppor-
tunity tax credit permanent would en-
sure this program continues to help 
millions of low- and middle-income 
families pay for college every year. 

In addition to the millions of fami-
lies these provisions would help, this 
legislation before us takes important 
steps to bolster investments in edu-
cation, job training, advanced manu-
facturing, infrastructure, and research, 
while also strengthening national secu-
rity. 

I am especially pleased that this deal 
includes a provision that would make 
permanent tax parity for commuters 
who take mass transit—something that 
has long been a major priority of mine. 
For far too long, the Tax Code has al-
lowed employers to offer their workers 
more in pretax parking benefits than in 
mass transit benefits. Parity between 
parking and mass transit benefits was 
first established in the Recovery Act 
and has been extended on a short-term 
basis since then. 

The bill before us would establish 
permanent parity for mass transit 
commuters. It is an attractive fringe 
benefit that employers can offer their 
workers. It offers significant savings to 
employees who rely on mass transit. It 
is especially important to my constitu-
ents in central and western Massachu-
setts who take the train every day into 
downtown Boston. 

Mr. Speaker, by averting a govern-
ment shutdown and passing this deal, 
we will be able to bring certainty to 
small businesses, as well as companies 
investing in the United States, while 
extending important incentives that 
support hiring and investing in low-in-
come communities. 

Following the historic international 
climate agreement reached in Paris 
this past weekend, I am also pleased 
that this deal would extend tax incen-
tives for investments in wind and solar 
energy, helping to drive significant re-
ductions in carbon pollution and other 
dangerous air pollutants and provide 
certainty for investments in clean en-
ergy. 

Investments like these would not be 
possible without the recent budget 
deal, which reversed about 90 percent 
of the cuts that sequestration would 
have made to nondefense discretionary 
programs in fiscal year 2016 with parity 
between defense and nondefense spend-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, while there are many 
positive provisions in this deal, one 
major concern is that the House Re-
publican tax extender bill would pro-
vide hundreds of billions of dollars in 
special interest tax breaks that are 
permanent and unpaid for. Such mas-
sive giveaways to special interests like 
Big Oil are a step in the wrong direc-
tion. 

As our economy continues to recover, 
we have a responsibility to the Amer-

ican people to pass legislation that 
helps to grow the paychecks of hard-
working families and make the invest-
ments that will build the bright future 
that our children deserve. 

I am especially troubled by the fact 
that the tax extenders bill continues 
the misguided double standard of fi-
nancing tax cuts with budget deficits 
while insisting on offsets for any in-
creases in domestic spending. Quite 
frankly, this is dishonest coming from 
my Republican colleagues who so often 
claim to be focused on reducing the 
deficit. 

So many American families are 
working hard to get back on their feet 
and give their children opportunities 
that they deserve. Continuing this dou-
ble standard of holding back on invest-
ments that we could be making now to 
help even more of our fellow citizens is 
inexcusable. 

Extending hundreds of billions in tax 
breaks to the most powerful interests 
when our country needs much stronger 
investment in jobs and economic 
growth for all is a troubling and sober 
reminder that we must do more to put 
hardworking families first. Quite 
frankly, I think it highlights the dif-
ference between the two parties. Demo-
crats have long championed the impor-
tance of investing in our infrastruc-
ture, investing in our people, and in-
vesting in our economy. 

Mr. Speaker, the omnibus spending 
bill and the tax extenders package be-
fore us today is not perfect. Members 
on both sides of the aisle are going to 
have to decide for themselves whether 
the good outweighs the bad. Clearly, 
there are some good things and there 
are some bad things. Hopefully, in the 
future, we will return to regular order 
and do our business in a more thought-
ful and effective way. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I want to begin by agreeing with my 

friend from Massachusetts on a very 
important point, but perhaps adding a 
little bit of nuance. 

I celebrate, probably as much as any-
body in this Chamber, my friend’s and 
his side of the aisle’s newfound com-
mitment to regular order. When they 
were in the majority here, they cer-
tainly didn’t practice it. As a matter of 
fact, in 2009, I think only one or two 
appropriations bills reached the floor. 
During that period, the right of having 
an open rule, where every Member with 
an amendment could come down and 
offer it in the House, was taken away 
by my friend. Again, I appreciate that. 

My friend and I will disagree about 
what happened this year, because, in-
deed, we did begin down the path of 
regular order, we did bring six bills 
across the floor, we did bring all 12 
bills through the committee. But, as 
my friend said, the Senate did not do 
that. Frankly, when regular order 
breaks down on one side of the rotunda 
in the Capitol building, it breaks down 
on the other as well. You can’t keep 
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bringing bills down when the other side 
simply won’t bring bills at all. You are 
wasting a lot of time and you are cast-
ing a lot of votes that, frankly, become 
meaningless. 

Let us put this behind us. I actually 
agree with my friend. I think because 
of the bipartisan budget agreement, 
which my friend supported, and I sup-
ported as well, we now know what our 
spending levels will be next year. We 
now have an opportunity to do exactly 
what I am sure he wants to do, and I 
think every Member, regardless of 
viewpoint of party, wants to do. That is 
to bring all 12 bills to the floor and 
give every Member an opportunity to 
participate. That would be a good 
thing. 

The second point I would like to 
make in response to my friend deals 
with sequestration. I agree with him. 
To his credit, he has been a consistent 
opponent of sequestration. But we 
ought to remember this about that par-
ticular proposal. Sequestration was 
President Obama’s idea—suggestion— 
in the 2011 budget agreement. 

There are a lot of imperfections in 
that budget agreement. One of the 
things was that a supercommittee was 
set up that was supposed to work these 
things out and sequester was never 
supposed to happen. For whatever rea-
son, that committee was unable to ac-
tually do that. Sequester did save a lot 
of money. Our deficit is considerably 
lower than it was. 

Speaking of deficits—and my friend 
raised his concern about deficit spend-
ing—I share that concern too. I think 
it is worth pointing out that the last 4 
years that my friends on the other side 
were in the majority, the deficit rose 
every single year, peaking at about $1.4 
trillion. 

While we may disagree on particular 
provisions, the truth is for the 4 
years—and now 5—that Republicans 
have been in power in the House, the 
deficit has gone down every single 
year. I think that tells you who is com-
mitted to deficit reduction and who is 
serious about cutting spending. 

Indeed, we are spending less money 
in this omnibus spending bill in discre-
tionary accounts than we were spend-
ing when George Bush was President of 
the United States in 2008, so that is a 
pretty serious reduction. I would invite 
my friends to work with this on the 
real driver of the deficit, and that is 
the entitlement programs, which des-
perately need reform—Medicare, Med-
icaid, and Social Security. That is 
something that can only be done in a 
bipartisan fashion, and, frankly, can 
only be done with Presidential leader-
ship. In this case, sadly, the President 
of the United States has been AWOL in 
the effort to actually rein in entitle-
ment spending. 

My friend raised the lifting of the oil 
export ban in his remarks. On this we 
just simply have a different point of 
view. I come from a part of the world 
that has produced energy for this coun-
try for over 100 years and exported it. 

We think this is the key to sustaining 
the growth in the industry. 

Frankly, right now, $38 a barrel for 
oil means actually thousands of layoffs 
in Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and 
other energy-producing States. The 
productivity of that sector, which has 
benefited every American with lower 
energy prices and lower gasoline prices, 
has also created a lot of difficulty for 
them. 

We are the only country on the plan-
et that does not allow for the export of 
petroleum—the only one. Frankly, I 
think this is a case where we ought to 
listen to other countries around the 
world, and we ought to recognize some 
basic principles. Willing producers, 
willing buyers, and free markets are 
good for everybody. That always gives 
you the best product at the lowest 
price and creates the most innovation. 

I think this is an enormous step in 
the right direction. I am very proud 
that the two sides compromised and 
made this tough call—I know for some 
of my friends—but I think the right 
call long term for our country. 

Finally, I would just like to con-
clude, Mr. Speaker, by noting that in 
my friend’s remarks, while he certainly 
made what I think were some excellent 
points about process, certainly had 
some points where we differed, and cer-
tainly made some fair and legitimate 
critiques in what is a very large bill— 
as I said earlier, you can always find 
something to be critical of in this leg-
islation—my friend also pointed out a 
lot of the very many good things in 
this bill. Frankly, some of those things 
that he likes, Members on my side 
don’t necessarily agree with. 

That is the product of a real negotia-
tion between the two sides, the two 
Chambers, and with the administra-
tion. There are wins and losses in 
here—if we even want to call them 
losses. But I think there is a victory 
here for the American people—sta-
bility, certainty, some really key na-
tional investments, no government 
shutdown, and I think this year the 
foundation, if we pass this legislation, 
for regular order, which I know my 
friend very much wants, next year. 
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We have moved a long way from 
where we were several years ago— 
frankly, under both parties—to where 
we are today. I actually give both sides 
considerable credit for this because I 
think there is a genuine yearning from 
Members of both sides to get to regular 
order, to make sure that, when we ap-
propriate, everything is down here, 
transparent, every amendment has an 
opportunity. 

So, in the spirit of the Christmas sea-
son, we can put aside maybe some of 
our differences here. I think we will 
pass, ultimately, a very good bipar-
tisan bill. I think we can make a com-
mitment, an early New Year’s resolu-
tion, that next year we will go to ex-
actly where my friend wants to go and 
where I want to go and, frankly, where 

I know the Speaker wants to go, and 
that is regular order where each bill 
comes to the floor, receives due consid-
eration, every Member has an oppor-
tunity to participate, things are more 
transparent and, frankly, things are 
more orderly. That will be possible be-
cause we came to a bipartisan budget 
agreement this year early that set the 
spending limits for next year. I think 
that is a very good thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to say to my colleague from Oklahoma 
that I appreciate his commitment to 
regular order and reminding us that 
Speaker RYAN has committed to reg-
ular order as well. I am a little skep-
tical, so I am not going to hold my 
breath because I probably won’t make 
it until next year if I do that. I will 
just remind him that the previous 
Speaker, Speaker Boehner, promised 
the same thing, and we never saw it. In 
fact, we have the most closed Congress 
in the history of United States Con-
gresses. 

Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned earlier, I 
urge that we defeat the previous ques-
tion. If we do, I will offer an amend-
ment to the rule that would strike the 
provision in the omnibus that lifts the 
ban on exporting crude oil. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of the amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with extra-
neous material, immediately prior to 
the vote on the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. To discuss the pro-

posal, I yield 2 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. NORCROSS). 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

I urge Members to defeat the pre-
vious question because I am not sure 
that the majority has fully considered 
the permanent damage to jobs and to 
national security if this is not properly 
transitioned and implemented. 

It was not too long ago that many of 
us in this room remember what we call 
the odd-even days where we were wait-
ing in long lines, just hoping that we 
could get gasoline. Well, we have come 
a long way from there through tech-
nology and the ability to extract more 
oil. 

We made a strategic investment in 
American energy. We have refineries 
on the West Coast. We have them on 
the East Coast. We have them in the 
Gulf. That is critical to our national 
security because oil, without refining, 
simply doesn’t work. 

So here we are today looking at lift-
ing the 40-year-old oil ban. What this 
really means is jobs and, in particular, 
this means jobs and a strategic dis-
advantage to the East Coast where we 
will be losing many of our refineries. 

When it comes to very difficult times 
in this country, we need that capacity. 
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We have the natural resource called 
oil, but if we don’t have it in the refin-
ing sense on the East Coast, on the 
West Coast, and in the Gulf, we will be 
putting ourselves at a very strategic 
disadvantage. Those long lines remind 
us of how critical it is to have that ca-
pacity. 

It is about jobs, those skilled crafts-
men who work in the refineries day in 
and day out. So what this bill is doing 
is picking winners and losers. We are 
trading jobs. I absolutely believe in 
that. We are taking those East Coast 
jobs and shipping them overseas. 

We only have one chance to get this 
right. This is like creating a dam that 
has been holding back the water, but 
instead of letting it out slowly and 
transitioning, we are just simply 
breaking that dam. We need to make 
sure that we implement a transition 
for our refineries. The 199 is a step in 
the right direction for those transpor-
tation costs, but we need more. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, this is 
refining capacity we cannot lose. This 
is about our Nation’s security. This is 
about jobs. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of American jobs and independence for 
our strategic national security by de-
feating the previous questions. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I want to respond quickly to my 
friend from New Jersey on the refinery 
issue because I actually have two refin-
eries in my district, so not all refin-
eries are located on the East and West 
Coast or in the Gulf. There are quite a 
few of them in the historic middle part 
of the country as well. 

I am always concerned about those 
jobs as well because, as my friend sug-
gests, they are extremely important. 
He is precisely correct when he says 
that just producing oil is not enough. 
You want to be able to refine it. 

I also will tell you that sitting in 
Cushing, Oklahoma, is over 250 million 
barrels of oil that can’t be refined be-
cause there is not a sufficient capacity 
for that particular kind of oil in this 
country. 

I would also suggest that it is not 
fair for people to say you can only sell 
the product you produce one place. No-
body else in the world does that. No-
body else says you can’t sell your prod-
uct to any place in the world in any 
market you want to. Only we do that. 

Many people might want a captive 
audience, but that is just simply not 
fair to the people at the other end of 
the process. They ought to be able to 
sell their product, particularly when, 
in certain kinds of crude, there is just 
simply not sufficient capacity. I would 
suggest over time if we just have faith 
in the free market, those things will be 
worked out, and we will eventually 
have the appropriate balance and sup-
ply. 

Again, I want to agree with my 
friend about the importance of the re-
fining industry, but I also want to 
agree about the importance of free 
markets and the right and ability of 
people that produce products and make 
substantial investments to sell their 
product anyplace to any market that 
they care to do that. We are the only 
country in the world that denies that 
privilege to people that find and 
produce oil. I think if we remove that, 
frankly, we will have a more robust do-
mestic industry. 

Again, this is an industry that is to 
be commended because it has been 
their innovation that has created this 
abundance of production. We have in-
creased production in the United 
States by 85 percent in the last 5 or 6 
years. That wasn’t done with any gov-
ernment program. That wasn’t done by 
the government. That was actually 
done by hardworking entrepreneurs 
and workers in historic oil-producing 
areas and new areas that are being 
opened up, in States like Pennsylvania 
and Ohio. This is a good thing for the 
United States, and we ought to take 
full advantage. 

Their productivity has also brought 
them record low prices, and they need 
the opportunity to market their prod-
uct anyplace in the world that they 
think they can get a decent price. In 
the long-term, that will preserve the 
industry in the United States. 

Again, to my friend’s point, I care a 
lot about jobs. I would be happy to 
take you to my State and show you 
how many thousands of jobs we have 
lost in the last few months, in the last 
year and a half. 

It is not just a question of oilfield 
work; it is also machinery, production, 
and that sort of thing. Frankly, those 
losses will reach into the manufac-
turing section of our country that pro-
duces much of the steel, the pipe, and 
the concrete that are important. Those 
jobs aren’t just in our part of the coun-
try; they are all through the country. 

Again, I want to work with my 
friend. I agree with his observation. 
There were efforts made in good faith 
by both sides to provide some tax relief 
to the refining industry. If that is not 
sufficient, I would be happy to work 
with my friend to try and do more in 
that regard. 

Again, I think this is a balanced bill. 
It is a historic opportunity to do the 
right thing. At the end of the day, we 
are always better off when we trust 
free markets, free men and women pro-
ducing and selling the products that 
they choose to make as widely as pos-
sible. That is what has made the coun-
try great. That has certainly been the 
key to the success in the energy indus-
try. This is a step in the right direction 
to make sure that we not only main-
tain, but expand that principle. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER), a distin-

guished member of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
this has been a difficult process cre-
ating this package. I commend Speaker 
RYAN and Leader PELOSI working with 
the White House and our friends in the 
Senate to put together a package that 
actually may secure support and pas-
sage from people on both sides. 

Tomorrow, we are going to consider 
an omnibus bill that, on balance, I 
think is a very fair compromise, given 
the composition of this Congress and 
the challenges that we are facing. 

I am particularly interested in the 
unprecedented support for neuro-
science, something I have worked on 
for a long time, and the significant 
funding for the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund, a priority of people on 
both sides of the aisle, but it has been 
bottled up. We will be talking more 
about that tomorrow. 

As it relates to the bill that we are 
going to have before us in a few min-
utes, I wish that it had dealt more ag-
gressively with the question of the rev-
enue needs of this country, something I 
have consistently supported before I 
joined the Ways and Means Committee 
and what we are going to have to be ad-
dressing in the future. 

It is important to focus on the ele-
ments, I think, in the bill that warrant 
my support for it. First and foremost, 
it provides certainty for provisions 
that are important to a wide variety of 
our constituents and interests that ul-
timately were going to be funded one 
way or another. It harkened back to 
the saga we had of the doc fix, the 
SGR, the sustainable growth rate that 
we forced people to jump through 
hoops year after year. 

In this case, we are going to provide 
some important certainty for areas 
that invest in the future that I have 
spent a long time working on in terms 
of wind, solar, the new market tax 
credits, the short-line railroads. My 
friend from Massachusetts talked 
about a project we have worked on for 
years, transit parity; and being able to 
settle the books on that and move for-
ward, I think, is very, very important. 

It even is a little start on energy effi-
ciency for commercial buildings that I 
hope we can do better. Emerging indus-
tries like American-produced cider get 
a tremendous benefit, incorporating 
the CIDER Act that I have been work-
ing on. 

I would call special attention to 
something again my friend from Mas-
sachusetts referenced, and that is the 
provisions in this bill that relate to 
low-income working Americans. The 
earned income tax credit and the child 
tax credit were set to expire in 2017. 
This impacts 16 million people, raising 
them above poverty or at least getting 
to the poverty level, of which half of 
those are children, 8 million children. 
In my State, it is 164,000 families, some 
of Oregon’s most vulnerable working 
poor. 

Now, leaving this out until 2017 I 
think plays Russian roulette with it, 
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and it would be a mistake. No better 
deal is likely. I think it is important to 
move forward on it and protect it now. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Just very quickly, I want to thank 
my friend from Oregon for his hard, bi-
partisan work on Ways and Means and 
various elements in this package that 
came here. I want to thank him as well 
for the kind remarks he made about 
the omnibus and his interest in re-
search. I know that is genuine, and he 
has been a champion of that. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with that. 

Finally—and I know my friend would 
think this, too—we are all concerned 
about the deficit. Some day, if we get 
serious about entitlement reform, we 
will sit down and do it. Now, I believe 
that can only be done in a bipartisan 
way. I would invite my friend some-
time to look at a bill that Mr. DELANEY 
and I have to begin the process of per-
haps reforming Social Security in a bi-
partisan way. So, again, I look forward 
to that. I appreciate my friend’s good 
work. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. DOGGETT), the ranking member of 
the Ways and Means Subcommittee on 
Human Resources. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, across 
the world, this is a special time of the 
year, and we have our traditions here 
in Washington. One of them is under-
way at this moment in the House. It is 
called the ceremony of the stuffing of 
the silk stockings. We do it each year, 
and we do it generously. This bill is 
even referred to as a ‘‘Christmas tree 
bill’’ because special interests get spe-
cial presents, ‘‘ornaments’’ on this 
tree. 

Much of the focus this year has been 
the fact that the direct spending bill 
and the tax spending bill are consid-
ered under this same rule. The press 
has focused most of its attention on 
the direct spending bill, the Omnibus. 
While there has been some debate over 
some of the policy provisions, it has 
really been the sideshow here. 

What has driven the length of debate 
on this are Republicans—and some 
Democrats who have enabled them, un-
fortunately—determined to get as 
many permanent tax breaks as possible 
for those who have been waiting for 
this Christmas tree. They have added 
hundreds of billions of dollars of per-
manent tax breaks onto this bill. 

b 1000 

I must say, like many shoppers out 
there, they have put it all on the credit 
card. It is just that it is your credit 
card. We are borrowing from the Chi-
nese, from the Saudis, around the 
world, in order to pay for tax breaks 
for which not a penny has been paid. 
That is total fiscal irresponsibility. 

To cover this wrong of borrowing and 
adding more and more to our national 
debt, they have reached out to put in a 

few good provisions. I happen to be the 
author of the Refundability for the 
Higher Education Tax Credit. I am de-
lighted to see it extended permanently, 
but it does not even expire this year, as 
is true of some of the other tax breaks 
that are boasted about this morning. 

The real threat from adding hundreds 
of billions of dollars to the national 
debt has been clearly identified by my 
colleague from Oklahoma candidly, 
and that is that Social Security and 
Medicare are the next things up for 
consideration on the chopping block. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. DOGGETT. If you add this much 
debt unpaid for in a fiscally irrespon-
sible way, you begin to jeopardize re-
tirement security, Medicare, and So-
cial Security because those so-called 
entitlements are next up on the chop-
ping block. Reject this giveaway. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I want to join my friend from Texas 
in his concern about the national debt 
and the deficit. I think those are gen-
uine and real. 

I do point out to my friend that 
every year his side was in power the 
annual deficit got greater for 4 con-
secutive years, peaking at $1.4 trillion. 
Every year the Republicans have been 
in power in the House, it has come 
down. 

We can argue about the specifics of 
national debt, but who ran it up and 
who is trying to bring it down I think 
is pretty clear over the last several 
years. 

Second, while my friend is critical of 
many of the provisions—and, frankly, I 
could list some provisions that I am 
critical of in this legislation as well—I 
remind him it was negotiated by the 
Democratic minority leader, the 
Speaker of the House, the leader of the 
Senate, the minority leader of the Sen-
ate, and the President of the United 
States. 

Whatever is in this bill has been 
signed off by the leaders of both par-
ties, but certainly the leaders of his 
party. It is not some Democrats that 
are involved. It is the top Democrats 
that were involved. I presume they 
think this was in the best interest of 
the country. 

There are many items in here that 
we all like and agree on. There are 
going to be items that both sides do 
not like. I mean, that is just the nature 
of a compromise. 

I could certainly tick off a list of 
things that I think either should have 
been in the bill and aren’t or that are 
in the bill that I don’t like. I look at 
the broader virtues here. I think it is 
good. 

The final point I wish to make, Mr. 
Speaker, is this idea that we are mak-
ing permanent tax cuts, the reality is 
they have been permanent anyway. We 
have been extending these things ad in-
finitum, forever. 

The problem is, when you extend 
taxes instead of create certainty, peo-
ple don’t know whether to invest, what 
to invest, what to do. You actually 
don’t get the productive value out of 
the tax cut. 

I applaud my friend, Mr. BRADY, on 
Ways and Means and his colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle who are trying 
to make some things that are common 
sense and that we do every single year 
or every other year permanent so the 
American people can make an appro-
priate calculation. 

I do invite my friend to come down 
next year and work seriously, as I 
know he will, on trying to come to 
some sort of agreement on entitlement 
spending, some sort of reforms. That is 
where 71 percent of the total spending 
of the budget is. If you want to bal-
ance, you can’t rope it off and say 
these things we can never change over 
here. 

I would invite my friend to look at 
Mr. DELANEY’s bill and my bill, which 
is a process bill. It doesn’t lay these 
things out. It doesn’t cut anything. 
What it does do is actually force us to 
sit down and make some decisions. 
People on both sides of the aisle keep 
postponing this. 

We ought to go back and honestly do 
what Ronald Reagan, Tip O’Neill, and 
Howard Baker did in 1983. They had a 
commission similar to what Mr. 
DELANEY and I have. Any recommenda-
tion to that commission would have to 
be bipartisan. Then the Congress would 
have to vote on it up or down. I can as-
sure you that there will be things in a 
reform package that both sides don’t 
like, but Congress has ignored these 
things. 

On Medicare and Medicaid, two big 
drivers, I am proud that we have at 
least put proposals on the table in the 
Ryan and now the Price budgets, pro-
posals I know my friends probably 
don’t agree with, but I think are real 
efforts to actually reform those things. 

What we don’t have is a Democratic 
proposal on Medicare, a Democratic 
proposal on Medicaid. Frankly, neither 
side has been willing to really put 
something out on Social Security. I 
think that is something we ought to 
do. That is something Mr. DELANEY and 
I in a bipartisan way have tried to do. 
I hope other Members will work with 
us next year. 

I know that the Speaker is com-
mitted to trying to reform these pro-
grams so we can save them so that the 
scenario that my friend laid out does 
not happen, that they do not go bank-
rupt, that the American people do not 
lose them. We are going to have to sit 
down and make some hard decisions 
and make them in a bipartisan way. 

The fact that we did this on this bill, 
this omnibus spending bill and the tax 
extender portion, I think is a good 
start to sitting down and having that 
conversation more broadly next year. I 
hope we do that. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

2 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ), the distin-
guished ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Small Business. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is 
unconscionable that the legislation we 
are considering does nothing to address 
Puerto Rico’s mounting debt crisis. 
Puerto Rico’s crisis is decades in the 
making, and it stems from years of ne-
glect from this very same body, the 
United States Congress. 

The United States Congress brought 
us where we are today. Now it has a 
moral responsibility to act. Yet, my 
Republican colleagues are standing in 
the way. Giving Puerto Rico authority 
to restructure its debts will not cost 
taxpayers a dime, but it would help 
solve their fiscal crisis. 

To those who say Puerto Rico needs 
to cut spending, I ask you: How much 
more? The island spends $2,000 less per 
student than the average spent on the 
mainland. The government has already 
closed nearly 100 schools this year in 
addition to 60 closures last year. Sales 
taxes are the highest in the United 
States and would increase from 7 per-
cent to 11.5 percent. 

The government has laid off 21 per-
cent of its employees since 2008, and 
the 2016 budget makes further cuts. 
Puerto Rico is doing its part to raise 
revenue and cut expenses. Stop playing 
Russian roulette with the well-being of 
the Puerto Rican people, American 
citizens. 

Despite all the reforms that have 
been taken, Wall Street hedge funds 
want more. They bought this debt at 
cheap prices, and now they want it all. 
They are willing to inflate big suf-
fering on 3.5 million American citizens 
in order to reap massive profits. Sadly, 
congressional Republicans decide. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
the gentlewoman an additional 30 sec-
onds because I agree with her on this 
issue. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, the 
Governor of Puerto Rico is here—he is 
sitting in the gallery—asking you to 
help those Americans who call the is-
land home. 

While we are all going home for the 
holidays, for the 56 percent of Amer-
ican children who live in poverty in 
Puerto Rico, this omnibus is their 
Christmas present. 

Shame on us. It is wrong. It is mor-
ally wrong. It will not cost one dime to 
taxpayers. All we are asking is give 
Puerto Rico the ability to restructure 
its public debt like any other munici-
pality in this country. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded not to refer to occu-
pants of the gallery. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I listen with a great deal of attention 
to my good friend from New York 
whenever she rises on this issue be-
cause, frankly, I know she is much 

more knowledgeable about it than I 
am. 

I do not pretend to be an expert in 
this area at all. It is not something we 
handle normally on the Committee on 
Appropriations. It would normally 
come through another committee. 

I think, from what I have been told, 
that is actually what the great concern 
is. I don’t think there is much doubt 
that there is a serious crisis here. No-
body debates that. 

I think that the intent next year, as 
I understand it, is to try to work 
through regular order and resolve this, 
as we should, because it is a complex 
problem. 

I think probably the decision at high-
er levels than mine was that this is not 
the appropriate vehicle. That does not 
take away from my friend’s point that 
it is a serious problem. It needs the at-
tention of Congress. I look forward to 
working with her in that regard. 

I do not think this was the right ve-
hicle. I do think, actually, there would 
have been many Members with many 
questions who would not have had a 
chance to study it. 

It just makes more sense to work its 
way through the committee. I hope we 
do that. I think that is the right thing 
to do. I think my friend was certainly 
well within her rights and very appro-
priately raised an important issue that 
this House needs to turn its attention 
to next year. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
21⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO), the rank-
ing member of the Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies of the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to this rule and to express 
great disappointment with the under-
lying tax extenders bill. 

While the tax extenders bill makes 
the expansion of the child tax credit 
permanent, along with the earned in-
come tax credit and the American op-
portunity tax credit, it fails to index 
the value of the child tax credit to in-
flation. By the end of this decade, this 
will result in 750,000 children falling 
back into poverty. 

In the last big tax deal, Congress 
made the estate tax cut both perma-
nent and indexed to inflation. Who does 
this benefit? The children of the mil-
lionaires and billionaires. 

Yet, this bill fails to provide the 
same benefit to working families. It 
means that 7,450 estates nationwide are 
the beneficiaries of the estate tax. 
Nineteen million families and many, 
many more millions of children would 
have benefited from indexing the child 
tax credit. 

Congress has also provided for many 
more provisions of the Tax Code to be 
indexed: income tax rates, the adoption 
credit, the earned income tax credit, 
the low-income housing credit, the ex-
emption amount for the alternative 

minimum tax, the standard deduction, 
the overall limitation on itemized de-
ductions, cafeteria plans, transpor-
tation fringe benefits, adoption assist-
ance programs, the personal exemp-
tion, medical savings account, the 
maximum deduction for interest on 
education loans, foreign-earned income 
exclusion, estate tax exemption, gift 
tax exemption, and the list goes on and 
on. 

No family in the United States 
should have to struggle to raise a child. 
By failing to index the value of the 
child tax credit, we allow the benefit of 
the child tax credit to slowly erode 
away. 

Too many hardworking people are 
still not earning enough to make ends 
meet in this country. Middle class 
wages are stagnant or they are in de-
cline. We need to do whatever we can 
to support working people. Working 
and middle class families cannot afford 
to continue to see the value of their 
child tax credit decline. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), the distin-
guished ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to speak in support of the 9/11 health 
provisions that are in the omnibus bill 
that we will be voting on tomorrow. 
This is a major bipartisan victory. 

In our committee, the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, we had the 
health portion of the bill, which basi-
cally provides specialized health care 
for those first responders and survivors 
of 9/11. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell how im-
portant this is. In my own State of New 
Jersey, we have a clinic where we help 
about 5,000 mostly first responders. 
They need specialized health care. 
Their problems get more severe as time 
goes on. 

What we are doing with this legisla-
tion is making this 9/11 health program 
and victims compensation program 
permanent. It was authorized for 5 
years. There was a cap on it. The cap 
has now been removed. We know that 
those first responders now will get the 
kind of specialized health care that 
they need. I cannot emphasize how im-
portant this is. 

b 1015 

I want to thank my colleagues in the 
New Jersey delegation, the New York 
delegation, and the Connecticut dele-
gation on both sides of the aisle in both 
the Senate and the House of Represent-
atives. 

I think a lot of people think this is 
just a health insurance program. That 
is not what this is about. This is a re-
search program that looks into those 
specialized diseases that many of these 
first responders have been impacted by, 
and every day, we find more rare dis-
eases, more problems that these first 
responders are coming down with. It is 
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a research program. It is also a treat-
ment and diagnostic program for them. 

Thankfully, we now are going to have 
this as a permanent program so that 
they will not have to worry about what 
kind of health care they get, and they 
will not have to worry about where 
they go. 

I also want everyone to understand 
that it doesn’t matter where you are in 
the country. There is a protocol that 
has been set up under this 9/11 health 
program so that somebody in Los An-
geles, Florida, or wherever they are, 
can go to the local hospital and be at-
tended to. 

So, once again, this is a major vic-
tory, and I appreciate the fact that I 
have had the time to talk about it. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, first, I want to thank 
my friend from New Jersey for coming 
down here and making that point and, 
frankly, for his hard work and contin-
uous dedication on this important pro-
vision. 

When this legislation was first of-
fered a number of years ago, I was very 
proud to vote for it. I thought it was 
the right thing to do. I was happy to 
cosponsor its extension and being made 
permanent, and I look forward to hav-
ing the opportunity to vote for it in 
this context again. 

My friend is exactly right when he 
talks about the consequences of 9/11 to 
the men and women who heroically 
went to the site trying to save other 
Americans, risking their own lives and 
health, as we know, in the long term. I 
dealt with a similar situation when I 
was secretary of state in Oklahoma in 
the Oklahoma City bombing. I must 
say, we got tremendous help from our 
friends in New York and New Jersey 
and other parts of the country. We had 
rescue teams. We got wonderful help 
from the United States in the after-
math of the disaster and the recovery. 
Of course, the scale of 9/11 dwarfs any-
thing that has ever happened in our 
country. 

So I am glad on this note: The two 
parties have sat down and worked to-
gether and done the right thing. My 
friend from New Jersey has been a 
leader in that effort every step along 
the way. This is something in the bill 
that I think for even those who don’t 
support the bill, frankly, had we run it 
individually, I believe it would have 
passed on this floor overwhelmingly in 
a bipartisan fashion, but it does come 
to us in the context of this bill, and I 
hope many of my friends can support 
the bill for a variety of reasons, and 
this would be one of the chief amongst 
them. 

Frankly, if they cannot, I would rec-
ognize again that, had this come indi-
vidually, I think even those who are 
opposed would have supported this, be-
cause this is a uniting experience in 
American history. It is something we 
are proud of. And we can’t ever forget 
the sacrifices that men and women on 
the ground at the site in the moment 

of enormous danger made for their fel-
low Americans and the example they 
set for us all. So the least we can do is 
to make sure that those who suffered 
on our behalf are taken care of appro-
priately in the aftermath of this great 
tragedy. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

As I said at the very beginning, what 
we are presented with today, I think, 
can be fairly characterized as a mixed 
bag. There are some very good things 
that we can talk about in both these 
packages that we are going to debate 
and vote on today and tomorrow, and 
there are some very bad things. And I 
think Members are going to have to de-
cide for themselves whether the good 
outweighs the bad or the bad outweighs 
the good. 

But I think the one thing we should 
agree on is that we need to do better in 
terms of process. We ought to consider 
all of these appropriations bills indi-
vidually. And even if the other body 
chooses not to take those bills up, we 
ought to at least do our work here. We 
only did half the job this year, and I re-
gret that very, very much. 

I will say on the good side of what is 
being presented today is the chipping 
away at sequestration, which was a 
horrible idea. It has done great damage 
to this country’s economy, which has 
hurt a lot of struggling people in this 
country. This package before us today 
begins the process of chipping away at 
that. 

I also believe that it is good that we 
are doing what we should have done a 
long time ago, and that is provide cer-
tainty for the 9/11 responders. I want to 
thank the New York delegation, in par-
ticular, for their steadfast insistence 
that we act on this. That is in this 
package as well. 

In terms of the tax extenders, there 
is great concern on our side about the 
fact that a lot of this is all unpaid for. 
And yes, we do care about deficits. I 
wish my colleagues on the other side 
cared more about deficits. 

Everybody is saying that they are 
committed to reducing or eliminating 
our deficit. I will remind you we had a 
Democratic President, Bill Clinton, in 
office when we actually eliminated the 
deficit. And when the Republican, 
George W. Bush, got elected and we had 
unpaid-for tax cuts—most for wealthy 
people—and unpaid-for wars, we saw 
the elimination of the deficit balloon 
into these huge deficits. And we are 
still trying to dig ourselves out of that 
mess to this very day. 

I would say that in the tax extender 
bill I am grateful we have made perma-
nent the earned income tax credit and 
the child tax credit. These are both im-
portant antipoverty initiatives. It will 
help a lot of people whom this body has 
consistently and deliberately ignored 
for too long. 

I want to associate myself with the 
comments of my colleague from Con-

necticut (Ms. DELAURO), who said that 
the child tax credit should have been 
indexed for inflation. We could have 
done that. I think that would have 
been even a better gesture toward try-
ing to help people get out of poverty. 
We didn’t do that. That is a fight that 
we need to deal with in the future. 

Finally, I ask my colleagues to vote 
against the previous question so that 
we can have an up-or-down vote to 
eliminate what I think is an out-
rageous giveaway to Big Oil. It doesn’t 
belong in this bill. We should have that 
debate, and Members ought to be able 
to vote up or down on it. The only way 
we are going to be able to do that, 
quite frankly, is by eliminating the 
previous question so we can bring this 
amendment to the floor. 

Having said that, this is the final ac-
tion of the Rules Committee—I hope it 
is the final time the Rules Committee 
will be presenting on the floor—and, 
again, I want to thank my colleagues 
for their work on this. I want to espe-
cially thank the staff. I want to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year, and I look forward to 
a more productive 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, first, I want to thank 
my friend. As always, it is a privilege 
to have a debate and a discussion with 
him. I think his characterization of 
this legislation as a mixed bag is a fair 
characterization, but that is what I 
would expect in anything that is a 
compromise—and particularly a com-
promise of this magnitude. 

I take considerable pride, frankly, in 
all those involved in this. They did 
come to some major agreements. 
Again, I think each of the leaders of 
the House and of the Senate and cer-
tainly the President and his team 
could point to things they don’t like in 
this bill or things they gave up or 
things they wanted that didn’t make 
it. I know each of them has a long list 
of disappointments. 

But the bottom line is they found a 
way to get the job done. They found a 
way to sit down, work across the insti-
tutional divide, the partisan divide, 
their philosophical differences, and 
produce a good bill. 

I also want to agree with my friend 
on his concern about the process. He is 
precisely right; this is not the best way 
to operate. I am glad we got all these 
bills on the appropriations side 
through the full committee. I am proud 
that we got six of them across the 
floor. I am disappointed that our 
friends in the Senate, frankly, because 
of the minority’s opposition, didn’t get 
any onto the floor. They did get, 
though, in fairness, all 12 of theirs 
through committee. And that is 
progress for both bodies. We have 
moved in a broad direction. But my 
friend is right, we need to go further 
next year. 

I am going to disagree with him a lit-
tle bit about the deficit. He is not 
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going to be surprised. Again, I point 
out the reality that for the last 4 years 
my friends were in the majority, the 
deficit went up every single year; and 
since we have been in the majority, it 
has come down every single year. I 
don’t think those are coincidences. I 
think they show who is committed. 

I am also proud that we have put for-
ward real reform proposals on entitle-
ment spending, the real drivers of the 
debt. I invite my friends to actually 
offer proposals in that regard or to 
look at Mr. DELANEY’s bill and my bill. 
I wish our side would do that, too, by 
the way, because I think it offers us a 
reasonable way to get to reforming the 
Social Security system, probably the 
most important single program that we 
have in the country. 

I am also going to disagree with my 
good friend on the oil export ban, not 
surprisingly. In my part of the world, 
we are losing thousands of jobs. The 
idea that you would restrict where 
Americans, who have produced a prod-
uct, can sell it to only one place, when 
no other country in the world does 
that. This is something that shouldn’t 
have been in this bill. It should have 
never happened in the first place. It 
should have gone 40 years ago. 

Now, my friend mentioned Mr. Clin-
ton and balancing the budget. I think 
that is an appropriate thing to do. He 
somehow left out the part that it was a 
Republican Congress working with 
President Clinton. Frankly, President 
Clinton never ever submitted a bal-
anced budget to the Congress. Congress 
reduced the spending, and eventually 
we got lucky. We had a growth spurt. 
We had a peace dividend. We had a lot 
of things going on in the nineties. We 
had the baby boomers at the top of 
their earning potential. They were not 
retiring at the rate of 10,000 a day, as 
we have now. 

So I would argue our problem is 
tougher, but my friend is right when he 
makes the point that in a bipartisan 
fashion, we dealt with this problem in 
the 1990s. We need to be bipartisan and 
deal it with again, going forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that as we con-
clude the legislative business of this 
Congress, it is critical for us to end in 
a way that honors the trust the Amer-
ican people have placed in us. Divided 
government is difficult; however, it is a 
position that we have been placed in. 

The last few weeks have been filled 
with legislative activity: a long-term 
transportation bill, a fundamental 
overhaul of our elementary education 
programs, a Customs bill which makes 
it easier for Americans to trade over-
seas, and finally, both tax certainty for 
individuals and businesses and the 
completion of the fiscal year 2016 ap-
propriations process. 

None of these pieces of legislation 
have been perfect, from my perspective 
or I am sure from my friend’s perspec-
tive, but they have all been better than 
the alternative we have faced. And 
they were, in my estimation, the best 
deals we could negotiate. That is a tes-

tament to the leadership of Speaker 
RYAN; Leader PELOSI; the committee 
chairman, Mr. ROGERS; Mr. BRADY on 
our side, of their counterparts, Mrs. 
LOWEY; Mr. SHUSTER; the ranking 
member of Ways and Means, Mr. LEVIN, 
one of my favorite Members. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I do want to 
end with one note. I want to join my 
friend, my valued colleague in the 
Rules Committee, in our joint hope 
that we do not meet again in that con-
text. I want to wish him and his family 
a Merry Christmas, as well as to all 
those in this institution. And frankly, I 
want to congratulate all involved in 
this on a job well done. It was a hard 
deal, a long negotiation, but one where 
each side worked together. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 566 OFFERED BY 
MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new section: 

SEC. 13. Rules Committee Print 114–39 is 
modified by striking subsections (a) through 
(d) of section 101 of Division O concerning oil 
exports. 

THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT 
IT REALLY MEANS 

This vote, the vote on whether to order the 
previous question on a special rule, is not 
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote 
against the Republican majority agenda and 
a vote to allow the Democratic minority to 
offer an alternative plan. It is a vote about 
what the House should be debating. 

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the 
House of Representatives (VI, 308–311), de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on 
the rule as ‘‘a motion to direct or control the 
consideration of the subject before the House 
being made by the Member in charge.’’ To 
defeat the previous question is to give the 
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s 
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that 
‘‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the 
control of the resolution to the opposition’’ 
in order to offer an amendment. On March 
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated 
the previous question and a member of the 
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry, 
asking who was entitled to recognition. 
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R-Illinois) said: 
‘‘The previous question having been refused, 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to 
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to 
the first recognition.’’ 

The Republican majority may say ‘‘the 
vote on the previous question is simply a 
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate 
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and] 
has no substantive legislative or policy im-
plications whatsoever.’’ But that is not what 
they have always said. Listen to the Repub-
lican Leadership Manual on the Legislative 
Process in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, (6th edition, page 135). Here’s 
how the Republicans describe the previous 
question vote in their own manual: ‘‘Al-
though it is generally not possible to amend 
the rule because the majority Member con-
trolling the time will not yield for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment, the same re-
sult may be achieved by voting down the pre-
vious question on the rule. . . . When the 
motion for the previous question is defeated, 

control of the time passes to the Member 
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he 
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of 
amendment.’’ 

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, the subchapter titled 
‘‘Amending Special Rules’’ states: ‘‘a refusal 
to order the previous question on such a rule 
[a special rule reported from the Committee 
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate ‘‘(Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘‘Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous 
question, who may offer a proper amendment 
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.’’ 

Clearly, the vote on the previous question 
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools 
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time, and I move the 
previous question on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 9 of rule XX, the Chair 
will reduce to 5 minutes the minimum 
time for any electronic vote on the 
question of adoption of the resolution. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 244, nays 
177, not voting 12, as follows: 

[Roll No. 701] 

YEAS—244 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Ashford 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Clawson (FL) 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 

Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dold 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 

Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Hill 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Katko 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:50 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17DE7.016 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9389 December 17, 2015 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Knight 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Latta 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (PA) 
Neugebauer 

Newhouse 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Peterson 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price, Tom 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney (FL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 

Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NAYS—177 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Edwards 
Ellison 

Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Graham 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hastings 
Heck (WA) 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 

Luján, Ben Ray 
(NM) 

Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 

Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 

Torres 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—12 

Collins (NY) 
Cuellar 
DeSantis 
Deutch 

Joyce 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Moore 

Nadler 
Payne 
Rogers (KY) 
Russell 

b 1057 

Ms. WILSON of Florida and Mr. 
GRAYSON changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois and Ms. 
GRANGER changed their vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 240, noes 185, 
not voting 8, as follows: 

[Roll No. 702] 

AYES—240 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Clawson (FL) 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DesJarlais 

Diaz-Balart 
Dold 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Hill 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 

Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jordan 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Knight 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Latta 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 

Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (PA) 
Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price, Tom 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 

Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney (FL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce 
Russell 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 

Tiberi 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NOES—185 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amash 
Ashford 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 

Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Graham 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hastings 
Heck (WA) 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Napolitano 

Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 
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NOT VOTING—8 

Collins (NY) 
Cuellar 
DeSantis 

Deutch 
Joyce 
Kennedy 

Kildee 
Nadler 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1105 

Mr. MASSIE changed his vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 3831. An act to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to extend the annual 
comment period for payment rates under 
Medicare Advantage. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 1616. An act to provide for the identifica-
tion and prevention of improper payments 
and the identification of strategic sourcing 
opportunities by reviewing and analyzing the 
use of Federal agency charge cards. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 566, as 
the designee of the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS), I call up the 
bill (H.R. 2029) making appropriations 
for military construction, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, 
with the Senate amendment thereto, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

HULTGREN). The Clerk will designate 
the Senate amendment. 

Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
That the following sums are appropriated, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2016, and for other purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and 
real property for the Army as currently author-
ized by law, including personnel in the Army 
Corps of Engineers and other personal services 
necessary for the purposes of this appropriation, 

and for construction and operation of facilities 
in support of the functions of the Commander in 
Chief, $663,245,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of this 
amount, not to exceed $109,245,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, architect 
and engineer services, and host nation support, 
as authorized by law, unless the Secretary of 
the Army determines that additional obligations 
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE 
CORPS 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, naval installations, facilities, and real 
property for the Navy and Marine Corps as cur-
rently authorized by law, including personnel in 
the Naval Facilities Engineering Command and 
other personal services necessary for the pur-
poses of this appropriation, $1,619,699,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That, of this amount, not to exceed 
$91,649,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer serv-
ices, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary 
of the Navy determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and the 
reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and 
real property for the Air Force as currently au-
thorized by law, $1,389,185,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of 
this amount, not to exceed $89,164,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized by 
law, unless the Secretary of Air Force deter-
mines that additional obligations are necessary 
for such purposes and notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the determination and the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, installations, facilities, and real prop-
erty for activities and agencies of the Depart-
ment of Defense (other than the military depart-
ments), as currently authorized by law, 
$2,290,767,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That such amounts of 
this appropriation as may be determined by the 
Secretary of Defense may be transferred to such 
appropriations of the Department of Defense 
available for military construction or family 
housing as the Secretary may designate, to be 
merged with and to be available for the same 
purposes, and for the same time period, as the 
appropriation or fund to which transferred: 
Provided further, That, of the amount appro-
priated, not to exceed $160,404,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and architect 
and engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines that ad-
ditional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of the deter-
mination and the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Army Na-
tional Guard, and contributions therefor, as au-
thorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United 
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ization Acts, $197,237,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of the 

amount appropriated, not to exceed $20,337,000 
shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and the 
reasons therefor. 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Air National 
Guard, and contributions therefor, as author-
ized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United States 
Code, and Military Construction Authorization 
Acts, $138,738,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That, of the amount 
appropriated, not to exceed $5,104,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized by 
law, unless the Director of the Air National 
Guard determines that additional obligations 
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 
For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-

habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Army Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, 
United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $113,595,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2020: Provided, 
That, of the amount appropriated, not to exceed 
$9,318,000 shall be available for study, planning, 
design, and architect and engineer services, as 
authorized by law, unless the Chief of the Army 
Reserve determines that additional obligations 
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 
For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-

habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the reserve com-
ponents of the Navy and Marine Corps as au-
thorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United 
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ization Acts, $36,078,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of the 
amount appropriated, not to exceed $2,208,000 
shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy 
determines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 
For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-

habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the 
training and administration of the Air Force Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, 
United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $65,021,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of 
the amount appropriated, not to exceed 
$13,400,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer serv-
ices, as authorized by law, unless the Chief of 
the Air Force Reserve determines that additional 
obligations are necessary for such purposes and 
notifies the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress of the determination 
and the reasons therefor. 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

For the United States share of the cost of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security In-
vestment Program for the acquisition and con-
struction of military facilities and installations 
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(including international military headquarters) 
and for related expenses for the collective de-
fense of the North Atlantic Treaty Area as au-
thorized by section 2806 of title 10, United States 
Code, and Military Construction Authorization 
Acts, $120,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 
For expenses of family housing for the Army 

for construction, including acquisition, replace-
ment, addition, expansion, extension, and alter-
ation, as authorized by law, $99,695,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020. 
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 

ARMY 
For expenses of family housing for the Army 

for operation and maintenance, including debt 
payment, leasing, minor construction, principal 
and interest charges, and insurance premiums, 
as authorized by law, $393,511,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the Navy 
and Marine Corps for construction, including 
acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion, 
extension, and alteration, as authorized by law, 
$16,541,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2020. 
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 
For expenses of family housing for the Navy 

and Marine Corps for operation and mainte-
nance, including debt payment, leasing, minor 
construction, principal and interest charges, 
and insurance premiums, as authorized by law, 
$353,036,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 
For expenses of family housing for the Air 

Force for construction, including acquisition, 
replacement, addition, expansion, extension, 
and alteration, as authorized by law, 
$160,498,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2020. 
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 

AIR FORCE 
For expenses of family housing for the Air 

Force for operation and maintenance, including 
debt payment, leasing, minor construction, prin-
cipal and interest charges, and insurance pre-
miums, as authorized by law, $331,232,000. 
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 

DEFENSE-WIDE 
For expenses of family housing for the activi-

ties and agencies of the Department of Defense 
(other than the military departments) for oper-
ation and maintenance, leasing, and minor con-
struction, as authorized by law, $58,668,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE 
ACCOUNT 

For deposit into the Department of Defense 
Base Closure Account 1990, established by sec-
tion 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
$251,334,000, to remain available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 101. None of the funds made available in 

this title shall be expended for payments under 
a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for construction, 
where cost estimates exceed $25,000, to be per-
formed within the United States, except Alaska, 
without the specific approval in writing of the 
Secretary of Defense setting forth the reasons 
therefor. 

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title for 
construction shall be available for hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title for 
construction may be used for advances to the 
Federal Highway Administration, Department 
of Transportation, for the construction of access 
roads as authorized by section 210 of title 23, 
United States Code, when projects authorized 
therein are certified as important to the na-
tional defense by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be used to begin construction of 
new bases in the United States for which spe-
cific appropriations have not been made. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available in 
this title shall be used for purchase of land or 
land easements in excess of 100 percent of the 
value as determined by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers or the Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand, except: (1) where there is a determination 
of value by a Federal court; (2) purchases nego-
tiated by the Attorney General or the designee 
of the Attorney General; (3) where the estimated 
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense to be in 
the public interest. 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available in 
this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land; (2) 
provide for site preparation; or (3) install utili-
ties for any family housing, except housing for 
which funds have been made available in an-
nual Acts making appropriations for military 
construction. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available in 
this title for minor construction may be used to 
transfer or relocate any activity from one base 
or installation to another, without prior notifi-
cation to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be used for the procurement of 
steel for any construction project or activity for 
which American steel producers, fabricators, 
and manufacturers have been denied the oppor-
tunity to compete for such steel procurement. 

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the 
Department of Defense for military construction 
or family housing during the current fiscal year 
may be used to pay real property taxes in any 
foreign nation. 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be used to initiate a new installa-
tion overseas without prior notification to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be obligated for architect and en-
gineer contracts estimated by the Government to 
exceed $500,000 for projects to be accomplished 
in Japan, in any North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation member country, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, unless such contracts 
are awarded to United States firms or United 
States firms in joint venture with host nation 
firms. 

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available in 
this title for military construction in the United 
States territories and possessions in the Pacific 
and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, may be used to award 
any contract estimated by the Government to ex-
ceed $1,000,000 to a foreign contractor: Provided, 
That this section shall not be applicable to con-
tract awards for which the lowest responsive 
and responsible bid of a United States con-
tractor exceeds the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bid of a foreign contractor by greater 
than 20 percent: Provided further, That this sec-
tion shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for which 
the lowest responsive and responsible bid is sub-
mitted by a Marshallese contractor. 

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both Houses 
of Congress, including the Committees on Ap-
propriations, of plans and scope of any pro-
posed military exercise involving United States 
personnel 30 days prior to its occurring, if 
amounts expended for construction, either tem-
porary or permanent, are anticipated to exceed 
$100,000. 

SEC. 114. Not more than 20 percent of the 
funds made available in this title which are lim-
ited for obligation during the current fiscal year 
shall be obligated during the last 2 months of 
the fiscal year. 

SEC. 115. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior years 

shall be available for construction authorized 
for each such military department by the au-
thorizations enacted into law during the current 
session of Congress. 

SEC. 116. For military construction or family 
housing projects that are being completed with 
funds otherwise expired or lapsed for obligation, 
expired or lapsed funds may be used to pay the 
cost of associated supervision, inspection, over-
head, engineering and design on those projects 
and on subsequent claims, if any. 

SEC. 117. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, any funds made available to a military 
department or defense agency for the construc-
tion of military projects may be obligated for a 
military construction project or contract, or for 
any portion of such a project or contract, at any 
time before the end of the fourth fiscal year 
after the fiscal year for which funds for such 
project were made available, if the funds obli-
gated for such project: (1) are obligated from 
funds available for military construction 
projects; and (2) do not exceed the amount ap-
propriated for such project, plus any amount by 
which the cost of such project is increased pur-
suant to law. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 118. Subject to 30 days prior notification, 
or 14 days for a notification provided in an elec-
tronic medium pursuant to sections 480 and 2883 
of title 10, United States Code, to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress, 
such additional amounts as may be determined 
by the Secretary of Defense may be transferred 
to: (1) the Department of Defense Family Hous-
ing Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction in ‘‘Family Housing’’ 
accounts, to be merged with and to be available 
for the same purposes and for the same period of 
time as amounts appropriated directly to the 
Fund; or (2) the Department of Defense Military 
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund 
from amounts appropriated for construction of 
military unaccompanied housing in ‘‘Military 
Construction’’ accounts, to be merged with and 
to be available for the same purposes and for the 
same period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund: Provided, That appropria-
tions made available to the Funds shall be 
available to cover the costs, as defined in section 
502(5) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, 
of direct loans or loan guarantees issued by the 
Department of Defense pursuant to the provi-
sions of subchapter IV of chapter 169 of title 10, 
United States Code, pertaining to alternative 
means of acquiring and improving military fam-
ily housing, military unaccompanied housing, 
and supporting facilities. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 119. In addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of Defense, 
amounts may be transferred from the accounts 
established by sections 2906(a)(1) and 
2906A(a)(1) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), to 
the fund established by section 1013(d) of the 
Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan Develop-
ment Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to pay for ex-
penses associated with the Homeowners Assist-
ance Program incurred under 42 U.S.C. 
3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts transferred shall be 
merged with and be available for the same pur-
poses and for the same time period as the fund 
to which transferred. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, funds made available in this title for op-
eration and maintenance of family housing 
shall be the exclusive source of funds for repair 
and maintenance of all family housing units, in-
cluding general or flag officer quarters: Pro-
vided, That not more than $35,000 per unit may 
be spent annually for the maintenance and re-
pair of any general or flag officer quarters with-
out 30 days prior notification, or 14 days for a 
notification provided in an electronic medium 
pursuant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, 
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United States Code, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress, except 
that an after-the-fact notification shall be sub-
mitted if the limitation is exceeded solely due to 
costs associated with environmental remediation 
that could not be reasonably anticipated at the 
time of the budget submission: Provided further, 
That the Under Secretary of Defense (Comp-
troller) is to report annually to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
all operation and maintenance expenditures for 
each individual general or flag officer quarters 
for the prior fiscal year. 

SEC. 121. Amounts contained in the Ford Is-
land Improvement Account established by sub-
section (h) of section 2814 of title 10, United 
States Code, are appropriated and shall be 
available until expended for the purposes speci-
fied in subsection (i)(1) of such section or until 
transferred pursuant to subsection (i)(3) of such 
section. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 122. During the 5-year period after ap-

propriations available in this Act to the Depart-
ment of Defense for military construction and 
family housing operation and maintenance and 
construction have expired for obligation, upon a 
determination that such appropriations will not 
be necessary for the liquidation of obligations or 
for making authorized adjustments to such ap-
propriations for obligations incurred during the 
period of availability of such appropriations, 
unobligated balances of such appropriations 
may be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, De-
fense’’, to be merged with and to be available for 
the same time period and for the same purposes 
as the appropriation to which transferred. 

SEC. 123. Amounts appropriated or otherwise 
made available in an account funded under the 
headings in this title may be transferred among 
projects and activities within the account in ac-
cordance with the reprogramming guidelines for 
military construction and family housing con-
struction contained in Department of Defense 
Financial Management Regulation 7000.14–R, 
Volume 3, Chapter 7, of February 2009, as in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 124. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be obligated or expended for plan-
ning and design and construction of projects at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

SEC. 125. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Army’’, $34,500,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2020: Provided, 
That such funds may only be obligated to carry 
out construction projects, in priority order, 
identified in the Department of the Army’s Un-
funded Priority List for Fiscal Year 2016 sub-
mitted to Congress: Provided further, That such 
funding is subject to authorization prior to obli-
gation and expenditure of funds to carry out 
construction: Provided further, That, not later 
than 30 days after enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Army shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section. 

SEC. 126. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’, 
$34,320,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2020: Provided, That such funds may only be 
obligated to carry out construction projects, in 
priority order, identified in the Department of 
the Navy’s Unfunded Priority List for fiscal 
year 2016: Provided further, That such funding 
is subject to authorization prior to obligation 
and expenditure of funds to carry out construc-
tion: Provided further, That, not later than 30 
days after enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of the Navy shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress an 
expenditure plan for funds provided under this 
section. 

SEC. 127. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Army National Guard’’, 
$51,300,000, to remain available until September 

30, 2020: Provided, That such funds may only be 
obligated to carry out construction projects, in 
priority order, identified in the Department of 
the Army’s Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal 
Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That such funding is subject to authoriza-
tion prior to obligation and expenditure of funds 
to carry out construction: Provided further, 
That, not later than 30 days after enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of the Army shall submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Army Reserve’’, $34,200,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2020: 
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction projects, in pri-
ority order, identified in the Department of the 
Army’s Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal Year 
2016 submitted to Congress: Provided further, 
That such funding is subject to authorization 
prior to obligation and expenditure of funds to 
carry out construction: Provided further, That, 
not later than 30 days after enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of the Army shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 129. Of the unobligated balances avail-

able from prior Appropriations Acts (other than 
appropriations that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement or as being 
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global 
War on Terrorism pursuant to a concurrent res-
olution on the budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985) the 
following funds are hereby rescinded from the 
following accounts and programs in the speci-
fied amounts: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $45,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$46,400,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’, 

$80,500,000. 
(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 130. Of the unobligated balances made 
available in prior appropriations Acts for the 
fund established in section 1013(d) of the Dem-
onstration Cities and Metropolitan Development 
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374), $65,000,000 are here-
by rescinded. 

SEC. 131. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this or any other Act 
may be used to consolidate or relocate any ele-
ment of a United States Air Force Rapid Engi-
neer Deployable Heavy Operational Repair 
Squadron Engineer (RED HORSE) outside of 
the United States until the Secretary of the Air 
Force (1) completes an analysis and comparison 
of the cost and infrastructure investment re-
quired to consolidate or relocate a RED HORSE 
squadron outside of the United States versus 
within the United States; (2) provides to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress (‘‘the Committees’’) a report detailing 
the findings of the cost analysis; and (3) cer-
tifies in writing to the Committees that the pre-
ferred site for the consolidation or relocation 
yields the greatest savings for the Air Force: 
Provided, That the term ‘‘United States’’ in this 
section does not include any territory or posses-
sion of the United States. 

SEC. 132. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Air Force’’, $21,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That such funds may only be obligated to 
carry out construction projects, in priority 
order, identified in the Department of the Air 
Force’s Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal Year 
2016 submitted to Congress: Provided further, 
That such funding is subject to authorization 
prior to obligation and expenditure of funds to 
carry out construction: Provided further, That 
not later than 30 days after enactment of this 

Act, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 133. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Air National Guard’’, 
$6,100,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2020: Provided, That such funds may only be 
obligated to carry out construction projects, in 
priority order, identified in the Department of 
the Air Force’s Unfunded Priority List for Fis-
cal Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Provided 
further, That such funding is subject to author-
ization prior to obligation and expenditure of 
funds to carry out construction: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force 
shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress an expenditure 
plan for funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 134. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Air Force Reserve’’, 
$10,400,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2020: Provided, That such funds may only be 
obligated to carry out construction projects, in 
priority order, identified in the Department of 
the Air Force’s Unfunded Priority List for Fis-
cal Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Provided 
further, That such funding is subject to author-
ization prior to obligation and expenditure of 
funds to carry out construction: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force 
shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress an expenditure 
plan for funds provided under this section. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the payment of compensation benefits to 

or on behalf of veterans and a pilot program for 
disability examinations as authorized by section 
107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of 
title 38, United States Code; pension benefits to 
or on behalf of veterans as authorized by chap-
ters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United 
States Code; and burial benefits, the Reinstated 
Entitlement Program for Survivors, emergency 
and other officers’ retirement pay, adjusted- 
service credits and certificates, payment of pre-
miums due on commercial life insurance policies 
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits as au-
thorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and 2106, 
and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, 
United States Code, $166,271,436,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which 
$87,146,761,000 shall become available on October 
1, 2016: Provided, That not to exceed $15,562,000 
of the amount appropriated for fiscal year 2016 
and $16,021,000 of the amount made available 
for fiscal year 2017 under this heading shall be 
reimbursed to ‘‘General Operating Expenses, 
Veterans Benefits Administration’’, and ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Systems’’ for necessary ex-
penses in implementing the provisions of chap-
ters 51, 53, and 55 of title 38, United States Code, 
the funding source for which is specifically pro-
vided as the ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’ ap-
propriation: Provided further, That such sums 
as may be earned on an actual qualifying pa-
tient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical Care 
Collections Fund’’ to augment the funding of 
individual medical facilities for nursing home 
care provided to pensioners as authorized. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 
For the payment of readjustment and rehabili-

tation benefits to or on behalf of veterans as au-
thorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 
41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States 
Code, $32,088,826,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which $16,743,904,000 shall become 
available on October 1, 2016: Provided, That ex-
penses for rehabilitation program services and 
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assistance which the Secretary is authorized to 
provide under subsection (a) of section 3104 of 
title 38, United States Code, other than under 
paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of that sub-
section, shall be charged to this account. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 
For military and naval insurance, national 

service life insurance, servicemen’s indemnities, 
service-disabled veterans insurance, and vet-
erans mortgage life insurance as authorized by 
chapters 19 and 21, title 38, United States Code, 
$169,080,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which $91,920,000 shall become available on 
October 1, 2016. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND 
For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, 

such sums as may be necessary to carry out the 
program, as authorized by subchapters I 
through III of chapter 37 of title 38, United 
States Code: Provided, That such costs, includ-
ing the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That, dur-
ing fiscal year 2016, within the resources avail-
able, not to exceed $500,000 in gross obligations 
for direct loans are authorized for specially 
adapted housing loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan pro-
grams, $164,558,000. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans, $31,000, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United States 
Code: Provided, That such costs, including the 
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this heading are available to 
subsidize gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct loans not to exceed $2,952,381. 

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct loan program, 
$367,000, which may be paid to the appropria-
tion for ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For administrative expenses to carry out the 
direct loan program authorized by subchapter V 
of chapter 37 of title 38, United States Code, 
$1,134,000. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
MEDICAL SERVICES 

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as au-
thorized by law, inpatient and outpatient care 
and treatment to beneficiaries of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and veterans described 
in section 1705(a) of title 38, United States Code, 
including care and treatment in facilities not 
under the jurisdiction of the Department, and 
including medical supplies and equipment, bio-
engineering services, food services, and salaries 
and expenses of healthcare employees hired 
under title 38, United States Code, aid to State 
homes as authorized by section 1741 of title 38, 
United States Code, assistance and support serv-
ices for caregivers as authorized by section 
1720G of title 38, United States Code, loan re-
payments authorized by section 604 of the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services 
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 124 Stat. 1174; 
38 U.S.C. 7681 note), and hospital care and med-
ical services authorized by section 1787 of title 
38, United States Code; $3,104,197,000, which 
shall be in addition to funds previously appro-
priated under this heading that become avail-
able on October 1, 2015; and, in addition, 
$51,673,000,000, plus reimbursements, shall be-
come available on October 1, 2016, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount made available on 
October 1, 2016, under this heading, 
$1,400,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided further, That, not-

withstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a 
priority for the provision of medical treatment 
for veterans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall give priority funding for the provi-
sion of basic medical benefits to veterans in en-
rollment priority groups 1 through 6: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may authorize the dispensing of prescription 
drugs from Veterans Health Administration fa-
cilities to enrolled veterans with privately writ-
ten prescriptions based on requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary: Provided further, That 
the implementation of the program described in 
the previous proviso shall incur no additional 
cost to the Department of Veterans Affairs: Pro-
vided further, That, of the amount made avail-
able on October 1, 2016, under this heading, not 
less than $900,000,000 shall be available for high-
ly effective Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) clinical 
treatments including clinical treatments with 
modern medications that have significantly 
higher cure rates than older medications, are 
easier to prescribe, and have fewer and milder 
side effects: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that 
amounts appropriated to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for medical supplies and equip-
ment are allocated to ensure the provision of 
gender appropriate prosthetics. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE 
For necessary expenses in the administration 

of the medical, hospital, nursing home, domi-
ciliary, construction, supply, and research ac-
tivities, as authorized by law; administrative ex-
penses in support of capital policy activities; 
and administrative and legal expenses of the 
Department for collecting and recovering 
amounts owed the Department as authorized 
under chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code, 
and the Federal Medical Care Recovery Act (42 
U.S.C. 2651 et seq.), $6,524,000,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall become available on October 1, 
2016, and shall remain available until September 
30, 2017: Provided, That, of the amount made 
available on October 1, 2016, under this heading, 
$100,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
For necessary expenses for the maintenance 

and operation of hospitals, nursing homes, 
domiciliary facilities, and other necessary facili-
ties of the Veterans Health Administration; for 
administrative expenses in support of planning, 
design, project management, real property ac-
quisition and disposition, construction, and ren-
ovation of any facility under the jurisdiction or 
for the use of the Department; for oversight, en-
gineering, and architectural activities not 
charged to project costs; for repairing, altering, 
improving, or providing facilities in the several 
hospitals and homes under the jurisdiction of 
the Department, not otherwise provided for, ei-
ther by contract or by the hire of temporary em-
ployees and purchase of materials; for leases of 
facilities; and for laundry services, 
$5,074,000,000, plus reimbursements, shall become 
available on October 1, 2016, and shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That, of the amount made available on October 
1, 2016, under this heading, $250,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 
For necessary expenses in carrying out pro-

grams of medical and prosthetic research and 
development as authorized by chapter 73 of title 
38, United States Code, $621,813,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That such sums are 
allocated to ensure the provision of gender ap-
propriate prosthetics and to conduct research 
related to toxic exposure. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 
For necessary expenses of the National Ceme-

tery Administration for operations and mainte-
nance, not otherwise provided for, including 
uniforms or allowances therefor; cemeterial ex-
penses as authorized by law; purchase of one 
passenger motor vehicle for use in cemeterial op-
erations; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
repair, alteration or improvement of facilities 
under the jurisdiction of the National Cemetery 
Administration, $266,220,000, of which not to ex-
ceed $26,600,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary operating expenses of the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including administrative expenses in 
support of Department-Wide capital planning, 
management and policy activities, uniforms, or 
allowances therefor; not to exceed $25,000 for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses; 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and reimburse-
ment of the General Services Administration for 
security guard services, $311,591,000, of which 
not to exceed $10,000,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That funds 
provided under this heading may be transferred 
to ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration’’. 

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS 
For necessary operating expenses of the Board 

of Veterans Appeals, $107,884,000, of which not 
to exceed $10,788,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS 
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary operating expenses of the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration, not otherwise 
provided for, including hire of passenger motor 
vehicles, reimbursement of the General Services 
Administration for security guard services, and 
reimbursement of the Department of Defense for 
the cost of overseas employee mail, 
$2,697,734,000: Provided, That expenses for serv-
ices and assistance authorized under para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of section 3104(a) of 
title 38, United States Code, that the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs determines are necessary to 
enable entitled veterans: (1) to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, to become employable and to ob-
tain and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to 
achieve maximum independence in daily living, 
shall be charged to this account: Provided fur-
ther, That, of the funds made available under 
this heading, not to exceed $160,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 
For necessary expenses for information tech-

nology systems and telecommunications support, 
including developmental information systems 
and operational information systems; for pay 
and associated costs; and for the capital asset 
acquisition of information technology systems, 
including management and related contractual 
costs of said acquisitions, including contractual 
costs associated with operations authorized by 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
$4,106,363,000, plus reimbursements: Provided, 
That $1,115,757,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed $34,800,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 2017: 
Provided further, That $2,512,863,000 shall be for 
operations and maintenance, of which not to ex-
ceed $175,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided further, That 
$477,743,000 shall be for information technology 
systems development, modernization, and en-
hancement, and shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided further, That 
amounts made available for information tech-
nology systems development, modernization, and 
enhancement may not be obligated or expended 
until the Secretary of Veterans Affairs or the 
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Chief Information Officer of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs submits to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a 
certification of the amounts, in parts or in full, 
to be obligated and expended for each develop-
ment project: Provided further, That amounts 
made available for salaries and expenses, oper-
ations and maintenance, and information tech-
nology systems development, modernization, and 
enhancement may be transferred among the 
three subaccounts after the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs requests from the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress the 
authority to make the transfer and an approval 
is issued: Provided further, That amounts made 
available for the ‘‘Information Technology Sys-
tems’’ account for development, modernization, 
and enhancement may be transferred among 
projects or to newly defined projects: Provided 
further, That no project may be increased or de-
creased by more than $1,000,000 of cost prior to 
submitting a request to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued, or absent 
a response, a period of 30 days has elapsed: Pro-
vided further, That funds under this heading 
may be used by the Interagency Program Office 
through the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
develop a standard data reference terminology 
model: Provided further, That, of the funds 
made available for information technology sys-
tems development, modernization, and enhance-
ment for VistA Evolution, not more than 25 per-
cent may be obligated or expended until the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs submits to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress, and such Committees approve, a re-
port that describes: (1) the status of and 
changes to the VistA Evolution program plan 
dated March 24, 2014 (hereinafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Plan’’), the VistA 4 product roadmap dated 
February 26, 2015 (‘‘Roadmap’’), and the VistA 
4 Incremental Life Cycle Cost Estimate, dated 
October 26, 2014; (2) any changes to the scope or 
functionality of projects within the VistA Evo-
lution program as established in the Plan; (3) 
actual program costs incurred to date; (4) 
progress in meeting the schedule milestones that 
have been established in the Plan; (5) a Project 
Management Accountability System (PMAS) 
Dashboard Progress report that identifies each 
VistA Evolution project being tracked through 
PMAS, what functionality it is intended to pro-
vide, and what evaluation scores it has received 
throughout development; (6) the definition being 
used for interoperability between the electronic 
health record systems of the Department of De-
fense and the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the metrics to measure the extent of interoper-
ability, the milestones and timeline associated 
with achieving interoperability, and the base-
line measurements associated with interoper-
ability; (7) progress toward developing and im-
plementing all components and levels of inter-
operability, including semantic interoperability; 
(8) the change management tools in place to fa-
cilitate the implementation of VistA Evolution 
and interoperability; and (9) any changes to the 
governance structure for the VistA Evolution 
program and its chain of decisionmaking au-
thority: Provided further, That the funds made 
available under this heading for information 
technology systems development, modernization, 
and enhancement, shall be for the projects, and 
in the amounts, specified under this heading in 
the report accompanying this Act. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General, to include information tech-
nology, in carrying out the provisions of the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), 
$126,766,000, of which $12,676,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 
For constructing, altering, extending, and im-

proving any of the facilities, including parking 
projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of 

the Department of Veterans Affairs, or for any 
of the purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404, 
2406 and chapter 81 of title 38, United States 
Code, not otherwise provided for, including 
planning, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, construction management services, mainte-
nance or guarantee period services costs associ-
ated with equipment guarantees provided under 
the project, services of claims analysts, offsite 
utility and storm drainage system construction 
costs, and site acquisition, where the estimated 
cost of a project is more than the amount set 
forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United 
States Code, or where funds for a project were 
made available in a previous major project ap-
propriation, $1,027,064,000, of which $967,064,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 2020, 
and of which $60,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs as-
sessments which may or may not lead to capital 
investments, and other capital asset manage-
ment related activities, including portfolio devel-
opment and management activities, and invest-
ment strategy studies funded through the ad-
vance planning fund and the planning and de-
sign activities funded through the design fund, 
including needs assessments which may or may 
not lead to capital investments, and salaries and 
associated costs of the resident engineers who 
oversee those capital investments funded 
through this account, and funds provided for 
the purchase of land for the National Cemetery 
Administration through the land acquisition 
line item, none of the funds made available 
under this heading shall be used for any project 
which has not been approved by the Congress in 
the budgetary process: Provided further, That 
funds made available under this heading for fis-
cal year 2016, for each approved project shall be 
obligated: (1) by the awarding of a construction 
documents contract by September 30, 2016; and 
(2) by the awarding of a construction contract 
by September 30, 2017: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall promptly 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress a written report on any 
approved major construction project for which 
obligations are not incurred within the time lim-
itations established above: Provided further, 
That, of the amount made available on October 
1, 2016, under this heading, $490,700,000 for Vet-
erans Health Administration major construction 
projects shall not be available until the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs: 

(1) Enters into an agreement with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, to serve as the design 
and construction agent for Veterans Health Ad-
ministration projects with a Total Estimated 
Cost of $250,000,000 or above. 

(2) That such an agreement will designate the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as the design and 
construction agent to serve as— 

(A) the overall construction project manager, 
with a dedicated project delivery team including 
engineers, medical facility designers, and profes-
sional project managers; 

(B) the facility design manager, with a dedi-
cated design manager and technical support; 

(C) the design agent, with standardized and 
rigorous facility designs; 

(D) the architect/engineer designer; and 
(E) the overall construction agent, with a 

dedicated construction and technical team dur-
ing pre-construction, construction, and commis-
sioning phases. 

(3) Certifies in writing that such an agreement 
is in effect and will prevent subsequent major 
construction project cost overruns, provides a 
copy of the agreement entered into (and any re-
quired supplementary information) to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress, and a period of 60 days has elapsed. 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 
For constructing, altering, extending, and im-

proving any of the facilities, including parking 
projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of 

the Department of Veterans Affairs, including 
planning and assessments of needs which may 
lead to capital investments, architectural and 
engineering services, maintenance or guarantee 
period services costs associated with equipment 
guarantees provided under the project, services 
of claims analysts, offsite utility and storm 
drainage system construction costs, and site ac-
quisition, or for any of the purposes set forth in 
sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of title 38, 
United States Code, not otherwise provided for, 
where the estimated cost of a project is equal to 
or less than the amount set forth in section 
8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United States Code, 
$378,080,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2020, along with unobligated balances of pre-
vious ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’ appro-
priations which are hereby made available for 
any project where the estimated cost is equal to 
or less than the amount set forth in such sec-
tion: Provided, That funds made available 
under this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to 
any of the nonmedical facilities under the juris-
diction or for the use of the Department which 
are necessary because of loss or damage caused 
by any natural disaster or catastrophe; and (2) 
temporary measures necessary to prevent or to 
minimize further loss by such causes. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED 
CARE FACILITIES 

For grants to assist States to acquire or con-
struct State nursing home and domiciliary fa-
cilities and to remodel, modify, or alter existing 
hospital, nursing home, and domiciliary facili-
ties in State homes, for furnishing care to vet-
erans as authorized by sections 8131 through 
8137 of title 38, United States Code, $100,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS 
CEMETERIES 

For grants to assist States and tribal organi-
zations in establishing, expanding, or improving 
veterans cemeteries as authorized by section 
2408 of title 38, United States Code, $46,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year 
2016 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Read-
justment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insurance 
and Indemnities’’ may be transferred as nec-
essary to any other of the mentioned appropria-
tions: Provided, That, before a transfer may 
take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the authority 
to make the transfer and such Committees issue 
an approval, or absent a response, a period of 30 
days has elapsed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2016, in this Act or any other Act, under the 
‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical support and com-
pliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ accounts 
may be transferred among the accounts: Pro-
vided, That any transfers between the ‘‘Medical 
Services’’ and ‘‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’ accounts of 1 percent or less of the total 
amount appropriated to the account in this or 
any other Act may take place subject to notifi-
cation from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the amount and purpose 
of the transfer: Provided further, That any 
transfers between the ‘‘Medical Services’’ and 
‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’ accounts in 
excess of 1 percent, or exceeding the cumulative 
1 percent for the fiscal year, may take place 
only after the Secretary requests from the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer and 
an approval is issued: Provided further, That 
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any transfers to or from the ‘‘Medical Facili-
ties’’ account may take place only after the Sec-
retary requests from the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and an approval is 
issued. 

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this title 
for salaries and expenses shall be available for 
services authorized by section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code; hire of passenger motor ve-
hicles; lease of a facility or land or both; and 
uniforms or allowances therefore, as authorized 
by sections 5901 through 5902 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title (ex-
cept the appropriations for ‘‘Construction, 
Major Projects’’, and ‘‘Construction, Minor 
Projects’’) shall be available for the purchase of 
any site for or toward the construction of any 
new hospital or home. 

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title shall 
be available for hospitalization or examination 
of any persons (except beneficiaries entitled to 
such hospitalization or examination under the 
laws providing such benefits to veterans, and 
persons receiving such treatment under sections 
7901 through 7904 of title 5, United States Code, 
or the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et 
seq.)), unless reimbursement of the cost of such 
hospitalization or examination is made to the 
‘‘Medical Services’’ account at such rates as 
may be fixed by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this title 
for ‘‘Compensation and pensions’’, ‘‘Readjust-
ment benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans insurance and 
indemnities’’ shall be available for payment of 
prior year accrued obligations required to be re-
corded by law against the corresponding prior 
year accounts within the last quarter of fiscal 
year 2015. 

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this title 
shall be available to pay prior year obligations 
of corresponding prior year appropriations ac-
counts resulting from sections 3328(a), 3334, and 
3712(a) of title 31, United States Code, except 
that if such obligations are from trust fund ac-
counts they shall be payable only from ‘‘Com-
pensation and Pensions’’. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, during fiscal year 2016, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall, from the National Serv-
ice Life Insurance Fund under section 1920 of 
title 38, United States Code, the Veterans’ Spe-
cial Life Insurance Fund under section 1923 of 
title 38, United States Code, and the United 
States Government Life Insurance Fund under 
section 1955 of title 38, United States Code, reim-
burse the ‘‘General operating expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’ and ‘‘Information 
Technology Systems’’ accounts for the cost of 
administration of the insurance programs fi-
nanced through those accounts: Provided, That 
reimbursement shall be made only from the sur-
plus earnings accumulated in such an insurance 
program during fiscal year 2016 that are avail-
able for dividends in that program after claims 
have been paid and actuarially determined re-
serves have been set aside: Provided further, 
That, if the cost of administration of such an 
insurance program exceeds the amount of sur-
plus earnings accumulated in that program, re-
imbursement shall be made only to the extent of 
such surplus earnings: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall determine the cost of admin-
istration for fiscal year 2016 which is properly 
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any total 
disability income insurance included in that in-
surance program. 

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from enhanced- 
use lease proceeds to reimburse an account for 
expenses incurred by that account during a 
prior fiscal year for providing enhanced-use 
lease services, may be obligated during the fiscal 
year in which the proceeds are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or funds 

for salaries and other administrative expenses 
shall also be available to reimburse the Office of 
Resolution Management of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Office of Employment 
Discrimination Complaint Adjudication under 
section 319 of title 38, United States Code, for all 
services provided at rates which will recover ac-
tual costs but not to exceed $43,700,000 for the 
Office of Resolution Management and $3,400,000 
for the Office of Employment Discrimination 
Complaint Adjudication: Provided, That pay-
ments may be made in advance for services to be 
furnished based on estimated costs: Provided 
further, That amounts received shall be credited 
to the ‘‘General Administration’’ and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems’’ accounts for use by 
the office that provided the service. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 211. Of the amounts made available to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2016 for the Office of Rural Health under 
the heading ‘‘Medical Services’’, including any 
advance appropriation for fiscal year 2016 pro-
vided in prior appropriation Acts, up to 
$20,000,000 may be transferred to and merged 
with funds appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Grants for Construction of State Extended 
Care Facilities’’. 

SEC. 212. No funds of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall be available for hospital 
care, nursing home care, or medical services pro-
vided to any person under chapter 17 of title 38, 
United States Code, for a non-service-connected 
disability described in section 1729(a)(2) of such 
title, unless that person has disclosed to the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, in such form as the 
Secretary may require, current, accurate third- 
party reimbursement information for purposes of 
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the 
Secretary may recover, in the same manner as 
any other debt due the United States, the rea-
sonable charges for such care or services from 
any person who does not make such disclosure 
as required: Provided further, That any 
amounts so recovered for care or services pro-
vided in a prior fiscal year may be obligated by 
the Secretary during the fiscal year in which 
amounts are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 213. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, proceeds or revenues derived from en-
hanced-use leasing activities (including dis-
posal) may be deposited into the ‘‘Construction, 
Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, Minor 
Projects’’ accounts and be used for construction 
(including site acquisition and disposition), al-
terations, and improvements of any medical fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as 
realized are in addition to the amount provided 
for in ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and 
‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’. 

SEC. 214. Amounts made available under 
‘‘Medical Services’’ are available— 

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, sup-
plies, and equipment; and 

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, and 
other expenses incidental to funerals and bur-
ials for beneficiaries receiving care in the De-
partment. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 215. Such sums as may be deposited to 

the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to 
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code, 
may be transferred to ‘‘Medical Services’’, to re-
main available until expended for the purposes 
of that account: Provided, That, for fiscal year 
2016, up to $27,000,000 deposited in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Care Collec-
tions Fund shall be transferred to ‘‘Information 
Technology Systems’’, to remain available until 
expended, for development of the Medical Care 
Collections Fund electronic data exchange pro-
vider and payer system. 

SEC. 216. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may enter into agreements with Indian tribes 
and tribal organizations which are party to the 
Alaska Native Health Compact with the Indian 
Health Service, and Indian tribes and tribal or-
ganizations serving rural Alaska which have 
entered into contracts with the Indian Health 
Service under the Indian Self Determination 
and Educational Assistance Act, to provide 
healthcare, including behavioral health and 
dental care. The Secretary shall require partici-
pating veterans and facilities to comply with all 
appropriate rules and regulations, as estab-
lished by the Secretary. The term ‘‘rural Alas-
ka’’ shall mean those lands sited within the ex-
ternal boundaries of the Alaska Native regions 
specified in sections 7(a)(1)–(4) and (7)–(12) of 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, as 
amended (43 U.S.C. 1606), and those lands with-
in the Alaska Native regions specified in sec-
tions 7(a)(5) and 7(a)(6) of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 
1606), which are not within the boundaries of 
the municipality of Anchorage, the Fairbanks 
North Star Borough, the Kenai Peninsula Bor-
ough or the Matanuska Susitna Borough. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 217. Such sums as may be deposited to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs Capital 
Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of title 38, 
United States Code, may be transferred to the 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’’ accounts, to remain avail-
able until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts. 

SEC. 218. None of the funds made available in 
this title may be used to implement any policy 
prohibiting the Directors of the Veterans Inte-
grated Services Networks from conducting out-
reach or marketing to enroll new veterans with-
in their respective Networks. 

SEC. 219. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a quarterly re-
port on the financial status of the Veterans 
Health Administration. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 220. Amounts made available under the 

‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Support and 
Compliance’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘General 
Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’’, ‘‘General Administration’’, and ‘‘Na-
tional Cemetery Administration’’ accounts for 
fiscal year 2016 may be transferred to or from 
the ‘‘Information Technology Systems’’ account: 
Provided, That, before a transfer may take 
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued. 

SEC. 221. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act or any 
other Act for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs may be used in a manner that is incon-
sistent with: (1) section 842 of the Transpor-
tation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, the District of Columbia, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2006 (Public Law 109–115; 119 Stat. 2506); or (2) 
section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, United States Code. 

SEC. 222. Of the amounts made available to 
the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2016, in this Act or any other Act, under 
the ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ account for non-
recurring maintenance, not more than 20 per-
cent of the funds made available shall be obli-
gated during the last 2 months of that fiscal 
year: Provided, That the Secretary may waive 
this requirement after providing written notice 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 223. Of the amounts appropriated to the 

Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2016 for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Support 
and Compliance’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’, and ‘‘Information 
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Technology Systems’’, up to $266,303,000, plus 
reimbursements, may be transferred to the Joint 
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, 
established by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 
(Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 3571) and may be 
used for operation of the facilities designated as 
combined Federal medical facilities as described 
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, 
That additional funds may be transferred from 
accounts designated in this section to the Joint 
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund 
upon written notification by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided 
further, That section 223 of Title II of Division 
I of Public Law 113–235 is repealed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 224. Of the amounts appropriated to the 

Department of Veterans Affairs which become 
available on October 1, 2016, for ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’, and 
‘‘Medical Facilities’’, up to $265,675,000, plus re-
imbursements, may be transferred to the Joint 
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, 
established by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 
(Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 3571) and may be 
used for operation of the facilities designated as 
combined Federal medical facilities as described 
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, 
That additional funds may be transferred from 
accounts designated in this section to the Joint 
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund 
upon written notification by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 225. Such sums as may be deposited to 

the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to 
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code, for 
healthcare provided at facilities designated as 
combined Federal medical facilities as described 
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be 
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, estab-
lished by section 1704 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public 
Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 3571); and (2) for oper-
ations of the facilities designated as combined 
Federal medical facilities as described by section 
706 of the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 
110–417; 122 Stat. 4500). 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 226. Of the amounts available in this title 

for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Support and 
Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, a min-
imum of $15,000,000 shall be transferred to the 
DOD–VA Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund, 
as authorized by section 8111(d) of title 38, 
United States Code, to remain available until 
expended, for any purpose authorized by section 
8111 of title 38, United States Code. 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 227. (a) Of the funds appropriated in di-

vision I of Public Law 113–235, the following 
amounts which become available on October 1, 
2015, are hereby rescinded from the following 
accounts in the amounts specified: 

(1) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical 
Services’’, $1,400,000,000. 

(2) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical 
Support and Compliance’’, $150,000,000. 

(3) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical 
Facilities’’, $250,000,000. 

(b) In addition to amounts provided elsewhere 
in this Act, an additional amount is appro-
priated to the following accounts in the 
amounts specified to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: 

(1) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical 
Services’’, $1,400,000,000. 

(2) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical 
Support and Compliance’’, $100,000,000. 

(3) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical 
Facilities’’, $250,000,000. 

SEC. 228. The Secretary of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall notify the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of all 
bid savings in major construction projects that 
total at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent of the pro-
grammed amount of the project, whichever is 
less: Provided, That such notification shall 
occur within 14 days of a contract identifying 
the programmed amount: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress 14 days 
prior to the obligation of such bid savings and 
shall describe the anticipated use of such sav-
ings. 

SEC. 229. The scope of work for a project in-
cluded in ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ may 
not be increased above the scope specified for 
that project in the original justification data 
provided to the Congress as part of the request 
for appropriations. 

SEC. 230. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a quarterly re-
port that contains the following information 
from each Veterans Benefits Administration Re-
gional Office: (1) the average time to complete a 
disability compensation claim; (2) the number of 
claims pending more than 125 days; (3) error 
rates; (4) the number of claims personnel; (5) 
any corrective action taken within the quarter 
to address poor performance; (6) training pro-
grams undertaken; and (7) the number and re-
sults of Quality Review Team audits: Provided, 
That each quarterly report shall be submitted no 
later than 30 days after the end of the respective 
quarter. 

SEC. 231. Of the funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2016 for 
‘‘Medical Services’’ and ‘‘Medical Support and 
Compliance’’, a maximum of $5,000,000 may be 
obligated from the ‘‘Medical Services’’ account 
and a maximum of $154,596,000 may be obligated 
from the ‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’ 
account for the VistA Evolution and electronic 
health record interoperability projects: Pro-
vided, That funds in addition to these amounts 
may be obligated for the VistA Evolution and 
electronic health record interoperability projects 
upon written notification by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 232. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide written notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress 15 days prior to organizational changes 
which result in the transfer of 25 or more full- 
time equivalents from one organizational unit of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to another. 

SEC. 233. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress notification of any single national out-
reach and awareness marketing campaign in 
which obligations exceed $2,000,000. 

SEC. 234. Not more than $4,400,000 of the funds 
provided in this Act under the heading ‘‘Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs—Departmental Admin-
istration—General Administration’’ may be used 
for the Office of Congressional and Legislative 
Affairs. 

SEC. 235. None of the funds available to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or any 
other Act, may be used to replace the current 
system by which the Veterans Integrated Service 
Networks select and contract for diabetes moni-
toring supplies and equipment. 

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 236. Of the discretionary funds made 
available in title II of division I of Public Law 
113–235 for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for fiscal year 2016, $198,000,000 are rescinded 
from ‘‘Medical Services’’, $42,000,000 are re-
scinded from ‘‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, and $15,000,000 are rescinded from ‘‘Med-
ical Facilities’’. 

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 237. (a) There is hereby rescinded an ag-
gregate amount of $55,000,000 from the total 
budget authority provided for fiscal year 2016 
for discretionary accounts of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in— 

(1) this Act; or 
(2) any advance appropriation for fiscal year 

2016 in prior appropriation Acts. 
(b) The Secretary shall submit to the Commit-

tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress a report specifying the account and 
amount of each rescission not later than 30 days 
following enactment of this Act. 

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 238. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able within the ‘‘DOD–VA Health Care Sharing 
Incentive Fund’’, $50,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded. 

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 239. Of the discretionary funds made 
available in title II of division I of Public Law 
113–235 for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for fiscal year 2015, $1,052,000 are rescinded from 
‘‘General Administration’’, and $5,000,000 are 
rescinded from ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’. 

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 240. (a) There is hereby rescinded an ag-
gregate amount of $90,293,000 from prior year 
unobligated balances available within discre-
tionary accounts of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs; 

(b) No funds may be rescinded from amounts 
provided under the following headings: 

(1) ‘‘Medical Services’’; 
(2) ‘‘Medical and Prosthetic Research’’; 
(3) ‘‘National Cemetery Administration’’; 
(4) ‘‘Board of Veterans Appeals’’; 
(5) ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans 

Benefits Administration’’; 
(6) ‘‘Office of Inspector General’’; 
(7) ‘‘Grants for Construction of State Ex-

tended Care Facilities’’; and 
(8) ‘‘Grants for Construction of Veterans 

Cemeteries’’. 
(c) No amounts may be rescinded from 

amounts that were designated by the Congress 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to the 
Concurrent Resolution on the Budget or the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended. 

(d) The Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress a report specifying the account and 
amount of each rescission not later than 30 days 
following enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 241. Section 2302(a)(2)(A)(viii) of title 5, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘or 
under title 38’’ after ‘‘of this title’’. 

SEC. 242. The Department of Veterans Affairs 
is authorized to administer financial assistance 
grants and enter into cooperative agreements 
with organizations, utilizing a competitive selec-
tion process, to train and employ homeless and 
at-risk veterans in natural resource conserva-
tion management. 

SEC. 243. Section 312 of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(c)(1) Whenever the Inspector General, in 
carrying out the duties and responsibilities es-
tablished under the Inspector General Act of 
1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), issues a work product that 
makes a recommendation or otherwise suggests 
corrective action, the Inspector General shall— 

‘‘(A) submit the work product to— 
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‘‘(i) the Secretary; 
‘‘(ii) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, the 

Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate; 

‘‘(iii) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, and the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(iv) if the work product was initiated upon 
request by an individual or entity other than 
the Inspector General, that individual or entity; 
and 

‘‘(v) any Member of Congress upon request; 
and 

‘‘(B) the Inspector General shall submit all 
final work products to— 

‘‘(i) if the work product was initiated upon re-
quest by an individual or entity other than the 
Inspector General, that individual or entity; 
and 

‘‘(ii) any Member of Congress upon request; 
and 

‘‘(C) not later than 3 days after the work 
product is submitted in final form to the Sec-
retary, post the work product on the Internet 
website of the Inspector General. 

‘‘(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued to authorize the public disclosure of in-
formation that is specifically prohibited from 
disclosure by any other provision of law.’’. 

SEC. 244. None of the funds provided in this 
Act may be used to pay the salary of any indi-
vidual who (a) was the Executive Director of the 
Office of Acquisition, Logistics and Construc-
tion, and (b) who retired from Federal service in 
the midst of an investigation, initiated by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, into delays and 
cost overruns associated with the design and 
construction of the new medical center in Au-
rora, Colorado. 

SEC. 245. Of the amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for the ‘‘Medical Services’’ ac-
count for fiscal year 2016 in this Act of any 
other Act, not less than $10,000,000 shall be used 
to hire additional caregiver support coordina-
tors to support the programs of assistance and 
support for caregivers of veterans under section 
1720G of title 38, United States Code. 

SEC. 246. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in this Act may be used in a 
manner that would— 

(1) interfere with the ability of a veteran to 
participate in a State-approved medicinal mari-
juana program; 

(2) deny any services from the Department to 
a veteran who is participating in such a pro-
gram; or 

(3) limit or interfere with the ability of a 
health care provider of the Department to make 
appropriate recommendations, fill out forms, or 
take steps to comply with such a program. 

SEC. 247. The Comptroller General of the 
United States shall conduct random, periodic 
audits of medical facilities of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Veterans Integrated 
Service Networks to assess whether such facili-
ties and Networks are complying with all stand-
ards imposed by law or by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs with respect to the timely access of 
veterans to hospital care, medical services, and 
other health care from the Department. 

SEC. 248. None of the amounts appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this title may be 
used to transfer any amount from the Filipino 
Veterans Equity Compensation Fund to any 
other account in the Treasury of the United 
States. 

SEC. 249. None of the amounts appropriated or 
otherwise made available by title II may be used 
to carry out the Home Marketing Incentive Pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans Affairs or 
to carry out the Appraisal Value Offer Program 
of the Department with respect to an employee 
of the Department in a senior executive position 
(as defined in section 713(g) of title 38, United 
States Code). 

SEC. 250. (a) Not later than one year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submit 
to the congressional veterans committees a re-
port evaluating the implementation by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs of section 101 of 
the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability 
Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

(b) The report required by subsection (a) shall 
include, with respect to the implementation of 
such section 101, an evaluation of the following: 

(1) The effect of such implementation on the 
reduction in the use of purchased care by the 
Department, including delays or denials of care 
and interruptions in courses and continuity of 
care. 

(2) The ability of health care providers to meet 
the demand for primary, specialty, and behav-
ioral health care under such section 101 that 
cannot reasonably be provided in medical facili-
ties of the Department. 

(3) The efforts of the Department to recruit 
health care providers to provide health care 
under such section 101. 

(4) The accuracy of the information provided 
to veterans through call centers regarding the 
receipt of health care under such section 101. 

(5) The timeliness of referrals of veterans by 
the Department to health care providers under 
such section 101. 

(6) Unique issues and difficulties in the imple-
mentation of section 101 with respect to veterans 
residing in rural areas, the States of Alaska and 
Hawaii and states lacking a full service VA Hos-
pital. 

(7) With respect to rural areas: (A) an identi-
fication of the average wait times for veterans in 
rural areas to receive health care under such 
section 101, measured from when the veteran 
first calls the Department or contracted call cen-
ter to request an appointment; (B) an assess-
ment of utilization rates for health care pro-
vided under such section 101 in rural areas; (C) 
an assessment of the accessibility of veterans in 
rural areas to primary and specialty care at 
medical centers of the Department and from 
non-Department health care providers under 
such section 101; (D) an assessment of the status 
of any pilot programs created by the Depart-
ment to provide care under such section 101; (E) 
an identification of the number of health care 
providers providing health care under such sec-
tion 101 to veterans in rural areas, broken out 
by primary care providers, specialty and sub-
specialty providers, and behavioral health pro-
viders in each Veterans Integrated Service Net-
work. 

(8) Recommendations for such improvements 
to the provision of health care under such sec-
tion 101 as the Comptroller General considers 
appropriate. 

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘congressional 
veterans committees’’ means the Veterans Af-
fairs Committees of the United States Senate 
and the House of Representatives and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs and Related Agencies of the Committees 
on Appropriations of the United States Senate 
and the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 251. Not later than February 1, 2016, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives a report that supple-
ments the report required under section 4002(c) 
of the Surface Transportation and Veterans 
Health Care Choice Improvement Act of 2015 
(Public Law 114–41) and that contains the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A description of the changes in access, if 
any, of veterans in Alaska to purchased care 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs that 
have resulted from implementation of section 101 
of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–146), includ-
ing denials of care and interruptions in the 
course and continuity of care. 

(2) An assessment of the performance of the 
Department in providing health care under such 
section 101 in Alaska, including— 

(A) the performance of call center service pro-
vided to veterans; 

(B) the accuracy of call center information 
provided to veterans and health care providers; 

(C) whether health care providers are agree-
ing to provide health care under such section 
101 in each of the major communities in Alaska; 

(D) gaps in the availability of health care pro-
viders, disaggregated by primary, specialty, sub-
specialty, and behavioral health care; 

(E) impediments to the provision of health 
care under such section 101; and 

(F) plans to mitigate those impediments. 
(3) An assessment of the status of health care 

provider vacancies at the VA Alaska Healthcare 
System as of the date of submittal of the report 
under this section, including impediments to fill-
ing those vacancies and plans to mitigate those 
impediments. 

(4) A description of the manner in which the 
Department plans to serve the primary, spe-
cialty, and behavioral health care needs of vet-
erans in Alaska if the plan and recommenda-
tions set forth in the report submitted under 
such section 4002(c) are implemented, including 
a description of specific strategies to be em-
ployed by the Department to address gaps in the 
provision of health care to veterans and the 
supply and demand of health care providers for 
veterans, including the roles of tribal health 
providers and community providers in address-
ing those gaps. 

SEC. 252. None of the amounts appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this title may be 
used— 

(1) to carry out the memorandum of the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration known as ‘‘Fast 
Letter 13–10’’, issued on May 20, 2013; or 

(2) to create or maintain any patient record- 
keeping system other than those currently ap-
proved by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Central Office in Washington, District of Co-
lumbia. 

SEC. 253. (a) Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submit 
to Congress a report on the recruitment and re-
tention of health care providers by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

(b) The report required by subsection (a) shall 
include the following: 

(1) An identification of the ratio of veterans to 
health care providers of the Department, 
disaggregated by State. 

(2) An analysis of the workload of primary 
and specialty care providers of the Department, 
disaggregated by State. 

(3) An assessment of initiatives carried out by 
the Veterans Health Administration to recruit 
and retain health care providers of the Depart-
ment. 

(4) An assessment of the extent to which the 
Veterans Health Administration oversees health 
care providers of the Department. 

(5) Such recommendations for improving the 
recruitment and retention of health care pro-
viders of the Department as the Comptroller 
General considers appropriate. 

SEC. 254. (a) Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to Congress a 
report on the implementation by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs of section 101 of the Vet-
erans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note) in 
rural areas. 

(b) The report required by subsection (a) shall 
include the following: 

(1) An identification of average wait times for 
veterans in rural areas to receive health care 
under such section 101, measured from when the 
veteran first calls the Department to schedule 
an appointment. 

(2) An assessment of utilization rates for 
health care provided under such section 101 in 
rural areas. 
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(3) An assessment of the accessibility of vet-

erans in rural areas to primary and specialty 
care at medical centers of the Department and 
from non-Department health care providers 
under such section 101. 

(4) An identification of the number of health 
care providers providing health care under such 
section 101 in each Veterans Integrated Service 
Network. 

(5) An assessment of the status of any pilot 
programs created by the Department to provide 
care under such section 101 in rural areas. 

SEC. 255. REPORT ON USE OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBERS BY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS. (a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 
120 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Congress a 
report on the use of social security numbers by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
plans of the Secretary to discontinue the unnec-
essary use. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) A list of documents and records of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs that contain social 
security numbers. 

(2) A list of all government and non-govern-
ment entities and the numbers of their employ-
ees that have access to the social security num-
bers of veterans that are stored by the Depart-
ment. 

(3) A description of how the Department, 
other governmental entities, and persons use so-
cial security numbers they obtain from the De-
partment, including a description of any infor-
mation sharing arrangements that the Secretary 
may have with the heads of other governmental 
entities. 

(4) The number of data breaches of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs information systems 
that involved social security numbers that oc-
curred during the five-year period ending on the 
date of the enactment of this Act that the Sec-
retary discovered or that were reported to the 
Secretary, a description and status of the inves-
tigations conducted by the Secretary regarding 
such breaches, and a description of the plans of 
the Secretary to remediate such breaches. 

(5) The plans of the Secretary, including a 
timeline, to discontinue the unnecessary use by 
the Department of social security numbers. 

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 
and 

(2) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives. 

SEC. 256. (a) Not later than 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that in-
cludes, with respect to the South Texas Veterans 
Health Care System of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, the following: 

(1) A description of the nature and scope of 
any foreseeable increase in wait times for med-
ical appointments. 

(2) An assessment of whether a shortage of 
health care providers is the primary cause of 
any such increase in wait times. 

(3) An identification of any other causes of 
any such increase in wait times. 

(4) A description of any action taken by the 
Department to correct any such increase in wait 
times. 

(5) An assessment of any issues relating to ac-
cess to care. 

(6) A plan for how the Secretary will remedy 
any such increase in wait times, including a de-
tailed description of steps to be taken and a 
timeline for completion. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate com-
mittees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Appropriations and the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate; 
and 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations and the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of 
Representatives. 

SEC. 257. (a) Not later than 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Defense, enter into a contract 
with an independent third party described in 
subsection (b) to carry out a study on the im-
pact of participation in combat during service in 
the Armed Forces on suicides and other mental 
health issues among members of the Armed 
Forces and veterans. 

(b) An independent third party described in 
this subsection is an independent third party 
that has appropriate credentials to access infor-
mation in the possession of the Department of 
Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs 
that is necessary to carry out the study required 
under subsection (a). 

SEC. 258. (a) The amount appropriated or oth-
erwise made available by this title under the 
heading ‘‘MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH’’ 
under the heading ‘‘VETERANS HEALTH ADMINIS-
TRATION’’ is hereby increased by $8,922,462. 

(b) The amount appropriated or otherwise 
made available by this title for fiscal year 2016 
under the heading ‘‘MEDICAL SERVICES’’ under 
the heading ‘‘VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRA-
TION’’ is hereby reduced by $8,922,462. 

SEC. 259. Of the amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available by this title for ‘‘MEDICAL 
SERVICES’’, not more than $5,000,000 shall be 
available to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
carry out a pilot program to assess the feasi-
bility and advisability of awarding grants to 
veterans service agencies, veterans service orga-
nizations, and nongovernmental organizations 
to provide furniture, household items, and other 
assistance to formerly homeless veterans who 
are moving into permanent housing to facilitate 
the settlement of such veterans in such housing. 

SEC. 260. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
ACTION PLAN TO IMPROVE VOCATIONAL REHA-
BILITATION AND EDUCATION. (a) IN GENERAL.— 
Not later than 270 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall develop and publish an action plan 
for improving the services and assistance pro-
vided under chapter 31 of title 38, United States 
Code. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include each of the following: 

(1) A comprehensive analysis of, and rec-
ommendations and a proposed implementation 
plan for remedying workload management chal-
lenges at regional offices of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, including steps to reduce 
counselor caseloads of veterans participating in 
a rehabilitation program under such chapter, 
particularly for counselors who are assisting 
veterans with traumatic brain injury and post- 
traumatic stress disorder and counselors with 
educational and vocational counseling work-
loads. 

(2) A comprehensive analysis of the reasons 
for the disproportionately low percentage of vet-
erans with service-connected disabilities who 
served in the Armed Forces after September 11, 
2001, who opt to participate in a rehabilitation 
program under such chapter relative to the per-
centage of such veterans who use their entitle-
ment to educational assistance under chapter 33 
of title 38, United States Code, including an 
analysis of barriers to timely enrollment in reha-
bilitation programs under chapter 31 of such 
title and of any barriers to a veteran enrolling 
in the program of that veteran’s choice. 

(3) Recommendations and a proposed imple-
mentation plan for encouraging more veterans 
with service-connected disabilities who served in 
the Armed Forces after September 11, 2001, to 
participate in rehabilitation programs under 
chapter 31 of such title. 

(4) A national staff training program for voca-
tional rehabilitation counselors of the Depart-
ment that includes the provision of— 

(A) training to assist counselors in under-
standing the very profound disorientation expe-

rienced by veterans with service-connected dis-
abilities whose lives and life-plans have been 
upended and out of their control because of 
such disabilities; 

(B) training to assist counselors in working in 
partnership with veterans on individual reha-
bilitation plans; and 

(C) training on post-traumatic stress disorder 
and other mental health conditions and on mod-
erate to severe traumatic brain injury that is de-
signed to improve the ability of such counselors 
to assist veterans with these conditions, includ-
ing by providing information on the broad spec-
trum of such conditions and the effect of such 
conditions on an individual’s abilities and func-
tional limitations. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission, including the acquisition of land or 
interest in land in foreign countries; purchases 
and repair of uniforms for caretakers of na-
tional cemeteries and monuments outside of the 
United States and its territories and possessions; 
rent of office and garage space in foreign coun-
tries; purchase (one-for-one replacement basis 
only) and hire of passenger motor vehicles; not 
to exceed $7,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and insurance of official 
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $75,100,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission, such sums as may be necessary, to 
remain available until expended, for purposes 
authorized by section 2109 of title 36, United 
States Code. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the operation of 
the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims as authorized by sections 7251 through 
7298 of title 38, United States Code, $32,141,000: 
Provided, That $2,500,000 shall be available for 
the purpose of providing financial assistance as 
described, and in accordance with the process 
and reporting procedures set forth, under this 
heading in Public Law 102–229. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 

CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for maintenance, oper-
ation, and improvement of Arlington National 
Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home Na-
tional Cemetery, including the purchase or lease 
of passenger motor vehicles for replacement on a 
one-for-one basis only, and not to exceed $1,000 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, $70,800,000, of which not to exceed 
$28,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018. In addition, such sums as may 
be necessary for parking maintenance, repairs 
and replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease 
of Department of Defense Real Property for De-
fense Agencies’’ account. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 

TRUST FUND 

For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home to operate and maintain the 
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Washington, 
District of Columbia, and the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid 
from funds available in the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home Trust Fund, $64,300,000, of which 
$1,000,000 shall remain available until expended 
for construction and renovation of the physical 
plants at the Armed Forces Retirement Home— 
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Washington, District of Columbia, and the 
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 301. Funds appropriated in this Act 

under the heading ‘‘Department of Defense— 
Civil, Cemeterial Expenses, Army’’, may be pro-
vided to Arlington County, Virginia, for the re-
location of the federally owned water main at 
Arlington National Cemetery, making additional 
land available for ground burials. 

SEC. 302. Amounts deposited during the cur-
rent fiscal year to the special account estab-
lished under 10 U.S.C. 4727 are appropriated 
and shall be available until expended to support 
activities at the Army National Military Ceme-
teries. 

SEC. 303. For an additional amount for ‘‘De-
partment of Defense—Civil Cemeterial Expenses, 
Army’’ in this title, $30,000,000: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
such funds may be transferred to the Federal 
Highway Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, for construction of access roads adja-
cent to Arlington National Cemetery to support 
land acquisition for the expansion of the ceme-
tery. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless 
expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used for any program, project, 
or activity, when it is made known to the Fed-
eral entity or official to which the funds are 
made available that the program, project, or ac-
tivity is not in compliance with any Federal law 
relating to risk assessment, the protection of pri-
vate property rights, or unfunded mandates. 

SEC. 403. Such sums as may be necessary for 
fiscal year 2016 for pay raises for programs 
funded by this Act shall be absorbed within the 
levels appropriated in this Act. 

SEC. 404. No part of any funds appropriated 
in this Act shall be used by an agency of the ex-
ecutive branch, other than for normal and rec-
ognized executive-legislative relationships, for 
publicity or propaganda purposes, and for the 
preparation, distribution, or use of any kit, 
pamphlet, booklet, publication, radio, television, 
or film presentation designed to support or de-
feat legislation pending before Congress, except 
in presentation to Congress itself. 

SEC. 405. All departments and agencies funded 
under this Act are encouraged, within the limits 
of the existing statutory authorities and fund-
ing, to expand their use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’ tech-
nologies and procedures in the conduct of their 
business practices and public service activities. 

SEC. 406. Unless stated otherwise, all reports 
and notifications required by this Act shall be 
submitted to the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

SEC. 407. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be transferred to any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the United States 
Government except pursuant to a transfer made 
by, or transfer authority provided in, this or 
any other appropriations Act. 

SEC. 408. (a) Any agency receiving funds made 
available in this Act, shall, subject to sub-
sections (b) and (c), post on the public Web site 
of that agency any report required to be sub-
mitted by the Congress in this or any other Act, 
upon the determination by the head of the agen-
cy that it shall serve the national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a report 
if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains confidential or propri-
etary information. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has been 
made available to the requesting Committee or 
Committees of Congress for no less than 45 days. 

SEC. 409. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish 
a computer network unless such network blocks 
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of 
pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the 
use of funds necessary for any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any 
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities. 

SEC. 410. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds 
appropriated or otherwise made available to the 
Department of Defense in this Act may be used 
to construct, renovate, or expand any facility in 
the United States, its territories, or possessions 
to house any individual detained at United 
States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, 
for the purposes of detention or imprisonment in 
the custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not 
apply to any modification of facilities at United 
States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this subsection 
is any individual who, as of June 24, 2009, is lo-
cated at United States Naval Station, 
Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or a 
member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective con-

trol of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military Con-

struction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

MOTION OFFERED BY MR. BRADY OF TEXAS 
Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

have a motion at the desk. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will designate the motion. 
The text of the motion is as follows: 
Mr. BRADY of Texas moves that the 

House concur in the Senate amend-
ment to H.R. 2029 with the amendments 
specified in section 3 of House Resolu-
tion 566. 

The text of House amendment No. 2 
to the Senate amendment to the text is 
as follows: 

At the end of House amendment #1, insert 
the following: 

DIVISION Q—PROTECTING AMERICANS 
FROM TAX HIKES ACT OF 2015 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE, ETC. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be 

cited as the ‘‘Protecting Americans from Tax 
Hikes Act of 2015’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—Except as 
otherwise expressly provided, whenever in 
this division an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a 
section or other provision of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. 

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows: 

DIVISION Q—PROTECTING AMERICANS 
FROM TAX HIKES ACT OF 2015 

Sec. 1. Short title, etc. 
TITLE I—EXTENDERS 

Subtitle A—Permanent Extensions 
PART 1—TAX RELIEF FOR FAMILIES AND 

INDIVIDUALS 
Sec. 101. Enhanced child tax credit made 

permanent. 

Sec. 102. Enhanced American opportunity 
tax credit made permanent. 

Sec. 103. Enhanced earned income tax credit 
made permanent. 

Sec. 104. Extension and modification of de-
duction for certain expenses of 
elementary and secondary 
school teachers. 

Sec. 105. Extension of parity for exclusion 
from income for employer-pro-
vided mass transit and parking 
benefits. 

Sec. 106. Extension of deduction of State and 
local general sales taxes. 

PART 2—INCENTIVES FOR CHARITABLE GIVING 
Sec. 111. Extension and modification of spe-

cial rule for contributions of 
capital gain real property made 
for conservation purposes. 

Sec. 112. Extension of tax-free distributions 
from individual retirement 
plans for charitable purposes. 

Sec. 113. Extension and modification of 
charitable deduction for con-
tributions of food inventory. 

Sec. 114. Extension of modification of tax 
treatment of certain payments 
to controlling exempt organiza-
tions. 

Sec. 115. Extension of basis adjustment to 
stock of S corporations making 
charitable contributions of 
property. 

PART 3—INCENTIVES FOR GROWTH, JOBS, 
INVESTMENT, AND INNOVATION 

Sec. 121. Extension and modification of re-
search credit. 

Sec. 122. Extension and modification of em-
ployer wage credit for employ-
ees who are active duty mem-
bers of the uniformed services. 

Sec. 123. Extension of 15-year straight-line 
cost recovery for qualified 
leasehold improvements, quali-
fied restaurant buildings and 
improvements, and qualified re-
tail improvements. 

Sec. 124. Extension and modification of in-
creased expensing limitations 
and treatment of certain real 
property as section 179 prop-
erty. 

Sec. 125. Extension of treatment of certain 
dividends of regulated invest-
ment companies. 

Sec. 126. Extension of exclusion of 100 per-
cent of gain on certain small 
business stock. 

Sec. 127. Extension of reduction in S-cor-
poration recognition period for 
built-in gains tax. 

Sec. 128. Extension of subpart F exception 
for active financing income. 

PART 4—INCENTIVES FOR REAL ESTATE 
INVESTMENT 

Sec. 131. Extension of minimum low-income 
housing tax credit rate for non- 
Federally subsidized buildings. 

Sec. 132. Extension of military housing al-
lowance exclusion for deter-
mining whether a tenant in cer-
tain counties is low-income. 

Sec. 133. Extension of RIC qualified invest-
ment entity treatment under 
FIRPTA. 

Subtitle B—Extensions Through 2019 
Sec. 141. Extension of new markets tax cred-

it. 
Sec. 142. Extension and modification of work 

opportunity tax credit. 
Sec. 143. Extension and modification of 

bonus depreciation. 
Sec. 144. Extension of look-thru treatment 

of payments between related 
controlled foreign corporations 
under foreign personal holding 
company rules. 
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Subtitle C—Extensions Through 2016 

PART 1—TAX RELIEF FOR FAMILIES AND 
INDIVIDUALS 

Sec. 151. Extension and modification of ex-
clusion from gross income of 
discharge of qualified principal 
residence indebtedness. 

Sec. 152. Extension of mortgage insurance 
premiums treated as qualified 
residence interest. 

Sec. 153. Extension of above-the-line deduc-
tion for qualified tuition and 
related expenses. 

PART 2—INCENTIVES FOR GROWTH, JOBS, 
INVESTMENT, AND INNOVATION 

Sec. 161. Extension of Indian employment 
tax credit. 

Sec. 162. Extension and modification of rail-
road track maintenance credit. 

Sec. 163. Extension of mine rescue team 
training credit. 

Sec. 164. Extension of qualified zone acad-
emy bonds. 

Sec. 165. Extension of classification of cer-
tain race horses as 3-year prop-
erty. 

Sec. 166. Extension of 7-year recovery period 
for motorsports entertainment 
complexes. 

Sec. 167. Extension and modification of ac-
celerated depreciation for busi-
ness property on an Indian res-
ervation. 

Sec. 168. Extension of election to expense 
mine safety equipment. 

Sec. 169. Extension of special expensing 
rules for certain film and tele-
vision productions; special ex-
pensing for live theatrical pro-
ductions. 

Sec. 170. Extension of deduction allowable 
with respect to income attrib-
utable to domestic production 
activities in Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 171. Extension and modification of em-
powerment zone tax incentives. 

Sec. 172. Extension of temporary increase in 
limit on cover over of rum ex-
cise taxes to Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. 

Sec. 173. Extension of American Samoa eco-
nomic development credit. 

Sec. 174. Moratorium on medical device ex-
cise tax. 

PART 3—INCENTIVES FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION 
AND CONSERVATION 

Sec. 181. Extension and modification of cred-
it for nonbusiness energy prop-
erty. 

Sec. 182. Extension of credit for alternative 
fuel vehicle refueling property. 

Sec. 183. Extension of credit for 2-wheeled 
plug-in electric vehicles. 

Sec. 184. Extension of second generation 
biofuel producer credit. 

Sec. 185. Extension of biodiesel and renew-
able diesel incentives. 

Sec. 186. Extension and modification of pro-
duction credit for Indian coal 
facilities. 

Sec. 187. Extension of credits with respect to 
facilities producing energy 
from certain renewable re-
sources. 

Sec. 188. Extension of credit for energy-effi-
cient new homes. 

Sec. 189. Extension of special allowance for 
second generation biofuel plant 
property. 

Sec. 190. Extension of energy efficient com-
mercial buildings deduction. 

Sec. 191. Extension of special rule for sales 
or dispositions to implement 
FERC or State electric restruc-
turing policy for qualified elec-
tric utilities. 

Sec. 192. Extension of excise tax credits re-
lating to alternative fuels. 

Sec. 193. Extension of credit for new quali-
fied fuel cell motor vehicles. 

TITLE II—PROGRAM INTEGRITY 
Sec. 201. Modification of filing dates of re-

turns and statements relating 
to employee wage information 
and nonemployee compensation 
to improve compliance. 

Sec. 202. Safe harbor for de minimis errors 
on information returns and 
payee statements. 

Sec. 203. Requirements for the issuance of 
ITINs. 

Sec. 204. Prevention of retroactive claims of 
earned income credit after 
issuance of social security num-
ber. 

Sec. 205. Prevention of retroactive claims of 
child tax credit. 

Sec. 206. Prevention of retroactive claims of 
American opportunity tax cred-
it. 

Sec. 207. Procedures to reduce improper 
claims. 

Sec. 208. Restrictions on taxpayers who im-
properly claimed credits in 
prior year. 

Sec. 209. Treatment of credits for purposes 
of certain penalties. 

Sec. 210. Increase the penalty applicable to 
paid tax preparers who engage 
in willful or reckless conduct. 

Sec. 211. Employer identification number re-
quired for American oppor-
tunity tax credit. 

Sec. 212. Higher education information re-
porting only to include quali-
fied tuition and related ex-
penses actually paid. 

TITLE III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Family Tax Relief 

Sec. 301. Exclusion for amounts received 
under the Work Colleges Pro-
gram. 

Sec. 302. Improvements to section 529 ac-
counts. 

Sec. 303. Elimination of residency require-
ment for qualified ABLE pro-
grams. 

Sec. 304. Exclusion for wrongfully incarcer-
ated individuals. 

Sec. 305. Clarification of special rule for cer-
tain governmental plans. 

Sec. 306. Rollovers permitted from other re-
tirement plans into simple re-
tirement accounts. 

Sec. 307. Technical amendment relating to 
rollover of certain airline pay-
ment amounts. 

Sec. 308. Treatment of early retirement dis-
tributions for nuclear materials 
couriers, United States Capitol 
Police, Supreme Court Police, 
and diplomatic security special 
agents. 

Sec. 309. Prevention of extension of tax col-
lection period for members of 
the Armed Forces who are hos-
pitalized as a result of combat 
zone injuries. 

Subtitle B—Real Estate Investment Trusts 
Sec. 311. Restriction on tax-free spinoffs in-

volving REITs. 
Sec. 312. Reduction in percentage limitation 

on assets of REIT which may be 
taxable REIT subsidiaries. 

Sec. 313. Prohibited transaction safe har-
bors. 

Sec. 314. Repeal of preferential dividend rule 
for publicly offered REITs. 

Sec. 315. Authority for alternative remedies 
to address certain REIT dis-
tribution failures. 

Sec. 316. Limitations on designation of divi-
dends by REITs. 

Sec. 317. Debt instruments of publicly of-
fered REITs and mortgages 
treated as real estate assets. 

Sec. 318. Asset and income test clarification 
regarding ancillary personal 
property. 

Sec. 319. Hedging provisions. 
Sec. 320. Modification of REIT earnings and 

profits calculation to avoid du-
plicate taxation. 

Sec. 321. Treatment of certain services pro-
vided by taxable REIT subsidi-
aries. 

Sec. 322. Exception from FIRPTA for certain 
stock of REITs. 

Sec. 323. Exception for interests held by for-
eign retirement or pension 
funds. 

Sec. 324. Increase in rate of withholding of 
tax on dispositions of United 
States real property interests. 

Sec. 325. Interests in RICs and REITs not ex-
cluded from definition of 
United States real property in-
terests. 

Sec. 326. Dividends derived from RICs and 
REITs ineligible for deduction 
for United States source por-
tion of dividends from certain 
foreign corporations. 

Subtitle C—Additional Provisions 
Sec. 331. Deductibility of charitable con-

tributions to agricultural re-
search organizations. 

Sec. 332. Removal of bond requirements and 
extending filing periods for cer-
tain taxpayers with limited ex-
cise tax liability. 

Sec. 333. Modifications to alternative tax for 
certain small insurance compa-
nies. 

Sec. 334. Treatment of timber gains. 
Sec. 335. Modification of definition of hard 

cider. 
Sec. 336. Church plan clarification. 

Subtitle D—Revenue Provisions 
Sec. 341. Updated ASHRAE standards for en-

ergy efficient commercial 
buildings deduction. 

Sec. 342. Excise tax credit equivalency for 
liquified petroleum gas and 
liquified natural gas. 

Sec. 343. Exclusion from gross income of cer-
tain clean coal power grants to 
non-corporate taxpayers. 

Sec. 344. Clarification of valuation rule for 
early termination of certain 
charitable remainder unitrusts. 

Sec. 345. Prevention of transfer of certain 
losses from tax indifferent par-
ties. 

Sec. 346. Treatment of certain persons as 
employers with respect to mo-
tion picture projects. 

TITLE IV—TAX ADMINISTRATION 
Subtitle A—Internal Revenue Service 

Reforms 
Sec. 401. Duty to ensure that Internal Rev-

enue Service employees are fa-
miliar with and act in accord 
with certain taxpayer rights. 

Sec. 402. IRS employees prohibited from 
using personal email accounts 
for official business. 

Sec. 403. Release of information regarding 
the status of certain investiga-
tions. 

Sec. 404. Administrative appeal relating to 
adverse determinations of tax- 
exempt status of certain orga-
nizations. 

Sec. 405. Organizations required to notify 
Secretary of intent to operate 
under 501(c)(4). 

Sec. 406. Declaratory judgments for 501(c)(4) 
and other exempt organiza-
tions. 
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Sec. 407. Termination of employment of In-

ternal Revenue Service employ-
ees for taking official actions 
for political purposes. 

Sec. 408. Gift tax not to apply to contribu-
tions to certain exempt organi-
zations. 

Sec. 409. Extend Internal Revenue Service 
authority to require truncated 
Social Security numbers on 
Form W–2. 

Sec. 410. Clarification of enrolled agent cre-
dentials. 

Sec. 411. Partnership audit rules. 

Subtitle B—United States Tax Court 

PART 1—TAXPAYER ACCESS TO UNITED STATES 
TAX COURT 

Sec. 421. Filing period for interest abate-
ment cases. 

Sec. 422. Small tax case election for interest 
abatement cases. 

Sec. 423. Venue for appeal of spousal relief 
and collection cases. 

Sec. 424. Suspension of running of period for 
filing petition of spousal relief 
and collection cases. 

Sec. 425. Application of Federal rules of evi-
dence. 

PART 2—UNITED STATES TAX COURT 
ADMINISTRATION 

Sec. 431. Judicial conduct and disability pro-
cedures. 

Sec. 432. Administration, judicial con-
ference, and fees. 

PART 3—CLARIFICATION RELATING TO UNITED 
STATES TAX COURT 

Sec. 441. Clarification relating to United 
States Tax Court. 

TITLE V—TRADE-RELATED PROVISIONS 

Sec. 501. Modification of effective date of 
provisions relating to tariff 
classification of recreational 
performance outerwear. 

Sec. 502. Agreement by Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation members to 
reduce rates of duty on certain 
environmental goods. 

TITLE VI—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 

Sec. 601. Budgetary effects. 

TITLE I—EXTENDERS 
Subtitle A—Permanent Extensions 

PART 1—TAX RELIEF FOR FAMILIES AND 
INDIVIDUALS 

SEC. 101. ENHANCED CHILD TAX CREDIT MADE 
PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24(d)(1)(B)(i) is 
amended by striking ‘‘$10,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$3,000’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 24(d) 
is amended by striking paragraphs (3) and 
(4). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 102. ENHANCED AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY 
TAX CREDIT MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 25A(i) is amended 
by striking ‘‘and before 2018’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF POSSESSIONS.—Section 
1004(c)(1) of division B of the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Tax Act of 2009 by 
striking ‘‘and before 2018’’ each place it ap-
pears. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 103. ENHANCED EARNED INCOME TAX CRED-
IT MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) INCREASE IN CREDIT PERCENTAGE FOR 3 
OR MORE QUALIFYING CHILDREN MADE PERMA-
NENT.—Section 32(b)(1) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(1) PERCENTAGES.—The credit percentage 
and the phaseout percentage shall be deter-
mined as follows: 

‘‘In the case of 
an eligible individual with: 

The credit 
percentage 

is: 

The phase-
out 

percentage 
is: 

1 qualifying child ..................................................................................................................................................... 34 15.98
2 qualifying children ................................................................................................................................................ 40 21.06
3 or more qualifying children ................................................................................................................................... 45 21.06
No qualifying children ............................................................................................................................................. 7.65 7.65’’. 

(b) REDUCTION OF MARRIAGE PENALTY MADE 
PERMANENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 32(b)(2)(B) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(B) JOINT RETURNS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a joint re-

turn filed by an eligible individual and such 
individual’s spouse, the phaseout amount de-
termined under subparagraph (A) shall be in-
creased by $5,000. 

‘‘(ii) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case 
of any taxable year beginning after 2015, the 
$5,000 amount in clause (i) shall be increased 
by an amount equal to— 

‘‘(I) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(II) the cost of living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar 
year in which the taxable year begins deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2008’ 
for ‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 

‘‘(iii) ROUNDING.—Subparagraph (A) of sub-
section (j)(2) shall apply after taking into ac-
count any increase under clause (ii).’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 32(b) 
is amended by striking paragraph (3). 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 104. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF DE-

DUCTION FOR CERTAIN EXPENSES 
OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

(a) DEDUCTION MADE PERMANENT.—Section 
62(a)(2)(D) is amended by striking ‘‘In the 
case of taxable years beginning during 2002, 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, or 2014, the deductions’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘The deductions’’. 

(b) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—Section 62(d) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of 
any taxable year beginning after 2015, the 
$250 amount in subsection (a)(2)(D) shall be 
increased by an amount equal to— 

‘‘(A) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(B) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar 
year in which the taxable year begins, deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2014’ 
for ‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 
Any increase determined under the preceding 
sentence shall be rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $50.’’. 

(c) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT EX-
PENSES.—Section 62(a)(2)(D) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘educator in connection’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘educa-
tor—’’, and 

(2) by inserting at the end the following: 
‘‘(i) by reason of the participation of the 

educator in professional development 
courses related to the curriculum in which 
the educator provides instruction or to the 
students for which the educator provides in-
struction, and 

‘‘(ii) in connection with books, supplies 
(other than nonathletic supplies for courses 
of instruction in health or physical edu-
cation), computer equipment (including re-
lated software and services) and other equip-
ment, and supplementary materials used by 
the eligible educator in the classroom.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—The amendments made 
by subsections (b) and (c) shall apply to tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2015. 

SEC. 105. EXTENSION OF PARITY FOR EXCLUSION 
FROM INCOME FOR EMPLOYER-PRO-
VIDED MASS TRANSIT AND PARKING 
BENEFITS. 

(a) MASS TRANSIT AND PARKING PARITY.— 
Section 132(f)(2) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$100’’ in subparagraph (A) 
and inserting ‘‘$175’’, and 

(2) by striking the last sentence. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to months 
after December 31, 2014. 

SEC. 106. EXTENSION OF DEDUCTION OF STATE 
AND LOCAL GENERAL SALES TAXES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 164(b)(5) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (I). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 

PART 2—INCENTIVES FOR CHARITABLE 
GIVING 

SEC. 111. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 
SPECIAL RULE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CAPITAL GAIN REAL PROPERTY 
MADE FOR CONSERVATION PUR-
POSES. 

(a) MADE PERMANENT.— 
(1) INDIVIDUALS.—Section 170(b)(1)(E) is 

amended by striking clause (vi). 
(2) CORPORATIONS.—Section 170(b)(2)(B) is 

amended by striking clause (iii). 
(b) CONTRIBUTIONS OF CAPITAL GAIN REAL 

PROPERTY MADE FOR CONSERVATION PUR-
POSES BY NATIVE CORPORATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 170(b)(2) is amend-
ed by redesignating subparagraph (C) as sub-
paragraph (D), and by inserting after sub-
paragraph (B) the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(C) QUALIFIED CONSERVATION CONTRIBU-
TIONS BY CERTAIN NATIVE CORPORATIONS.— 
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‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Any qualified conserva-

tion contribution (as defined in subsection 
(h)(1)) which— 

‘‘(I) is made by a Native Corporation, and 
‘‘(II) is a contribution of property which 

was land conveyed under the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, 
shall be allowed to the extent that the aggre-
gate amount of such contributions does not 
exceed the excess of the taxpayer’s taxable 
income over the amount of charitable con-
tributions allowable under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(ii) CARRYOVER.—If the aggregate amount 
of contributions described in clause (i) ex-
ceeds the limitation of clause (i), such excess 
shall be treated (in a manner consistent with 
the rules of subsection (d)(2)) as a charitable 
contribution to which clause (i) applies in 
each of the 15 succeeding taxable years in 
order of time. 

‘‘(iii) NATIVE CORPORATION.—For purposes 
of this subparagraph, the term ‘Native Cor-
poration’ has the meaning given such term 
by section 3(m) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 170(b)(2)(A) is amended by 

striking ‘‘subparagraph (B) applies’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (B) or (C) applies’’. 

(B) Section 170(b)(2)(B)(ii) is amended by 
striking ‘‘15 succeeding years’’ and inserting 
‘‘15 succeeding taxable years’’. 

(3) VALID EXISTING RIGHTS PRESERVED.— 
Nothing in this subsection (or any amend-
ment made by this subsection) shall be con-
strued to modify the existing property rights 
validly conveyed to Native Corporations 
(within the meaning of section 3(m) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act) under 
such Act. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to contributions 
made in taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to contribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 112. EXTENSION OF TAX-FREE DISTRIBU-

TIONS FROM INDIVIDUAL RETIRE-
MENT PLANS FOR CHARITABLE PUR-
POSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 408(d)(8) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (F). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 113. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

CHARITABLE DEDUCTION FOR CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF FOOD INVENTORY. 

(a) PERMANENT EXTENSION.—Section 
170(e)(3)(C) is amended by striking clause 
(iv). 

(b) MODIFICATIONS.—Section 170(e)(3)(C), as 
amended by subsection (a), is amended by 
striking clause (ii), by redesignating clause 
(iii) as clause (vi), and by inserting after 
clause (i) the following new clauses: 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The aggregate amount 
of such contributions for any taxable year 
which may be taken into account under this 
section shall not exceed— 

‘‘(I) in the case of any taxpayer other than 
a C corporation, 15 percent of the taxpayer’s 
aggregate net income for such taxable year 
from all trades or businesses from which 
such contributions were made for such year, 
computed without regard to this section, and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a C corporation, 15 per-
cent of taxable income (as defined in sub-
section (b)(2)(D)). 

‘‘(iii) RULES RELATED TO LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(I) CARRYOVER.—If such aggregate 

amount exceeds the limitation imposed 
under clause (ii), such excess shall be treated 
(in a manner consistent with the rules of 

subsection (d)) as a charitable contribution 
described in clause (i) in each of the 5 suc-
ceeding taxable years in order of time. 

‘‘(II) COORDINATION WITH OVERALL COR-
PORATE LIMITATION.—In the case of any char-
itable contribution which is allowable after 
the application of clause (ii)(II), subsection 
(b)(2)(A) shall not apply to such contribu-
tion, but the limitation imposed by such sub-
section shall be reduced (but not below zero) 
by the aggregate amount of such contribu-
tions. For purposes of subsection (b)(2)(B), 
such contributions shall be treated as allow-
able under subsection (b)(2)(A). 

‘‘(iv) DETERMINATION OF BASIS FOR CERTAIN 
TAXPAYERS.—If a taxpayer— 

‘‘(I) does not account for inventories under 
section 471, and 

‘‘(II) is not required to capitalize indirect 
costs under section 263A, 
the taxpayer may elect, solely for purposes 
of subparagraph (B), to treat the basis of any 
apparently wholesome food as being equal to 
25 percent of the fair market value of such 
food. 

‘‘(v) DETERMINATION OF FAIR MARKET 
VALUE.—In the case of any such contribution 
of apparently wholesome food which cannot 
or will not be sold solely by reason of inter-
nal standards of the taxpayer, lack of mar-
ket, or similar circumstances, or by reason 
of being produced by the taxpayer exclu-
sively for the purposes of transferring the 
food to an organization described in subpara-
graph (A), the fair market value of such con-
tribution shall be determined— 

‘‘(I) without regard to such internal stand-
ards, such lack of market, such cir-
cumstances, or such exclusive purpose, and 

‘‘(II) by taking into account the price at 
which the same or substantially the same 
food items (as to both type and quality) are 
sold by the taxpayer at the time of the con-
tribution (or, if not so sold at such time, in 
the recent past).’’ 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to contributions 
made after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 114. EXTENSION OF MODIFICATION OF TAX 

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PAYMENTS 
TO CONTROLLING EXEMPT ORGANI-
ZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 512(b)(13)(E) is 
amended by striking clause (iv). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to payments 
received or accrued after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 115. EXTENSION OF BASIS ADJUSTMENT TO 

STOCK OF S CORPORATIONS MAK-
ING CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1367(a)(2) is 
amended by striking the last sentence. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2014. 
PART 3—INCENTIVES FOR GROWTH, JOBS, 

INVESTMENT, AND INNOVATION 
SEC. 121. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF RE-

SEARCH CREDIT. 
(a) MADE PERMANENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 41 is amended by 

striking subsection (h). 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 

45C(b)(1) is amended by striking subpara-
graph (D). 

(b) CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST ALTERNATIVE 
MINIMUM TAX IN CASE OF ELIGIBLE SMALL 
BUSINESS.—Section 38(c)(4)(B) is amended by 
redesignating clauses (ii) through (ix) as 
clauses (iii) through (x), respectively, and by 
inserting after clause (i) the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(ii) the credit determined under section 41 
for the taxable year with respect to an eligi-
ble small business (as defined in paragraph 
(5)(C), after application of rules similar to 
the rules of paragraph (5)(D)),’’. 

(c) TREATMENT OF RESEARCH CREDIT FOR 
CERTAIN STARTUP COMPANIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 41, as amended by 
subsection (a), is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(h) TREATMENT OF CREDIT FOR QUALIFIED 
SMALL BUSINESSES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the election of a 
qualified small business for any taxable year, 
section 3111(f) shall apply to the payroll tax 
credit portion of the credit otherwise deter-
mined under subsection (a) for the taxable 
year and such portion shall not be treated 
(other than for purposes of section 280C) as a 
credit determined under subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) PAYROLL TAX CREDIT PORTION.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the payroll tax 
credit portion of the credit determined under 
subsection (a) with respect to any qualified 
small business for any taxable year is the 
least of— 

‘‘(A) the amount specified in the election 
made under this subsection, 

‘‘(B) the credit determined under sub-
section (a) for the taxable year (determined 
before the application of this subsection), or 

‘‘(C) in the case of a qualified small busi-
ness other than a partnership or S corpora-
tion, the amount of the business credit 
carryforward under section 39 carried from 
the taxable year (determined before the ap-
plication of this subsection to the taxable 
year). 

‘‘(3) QUALIFIED SMALL BUSINESS.—For pur-
poses of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
small business’ means, with respect to any 
taxable year— 

‘‘(i) a corporation or partnership, if— 
‘‘(I) the gross receipts (as determined 

under the rules of section 448(c)(3), without 
regard to subparagraph (A) thereof) of such 
entity for the taxable year is less than 
$5,000,000, and 

‘‘(II) such entity did not have gross re-
ceipts (as so determined) for any taxable 
year preceding the 5-taxable-year period end-
ing with such taxable year, and 

‘‘(ii) any person (other than a corporation 
or partnership) who meets the requirements 
of subclauses (I) and (II) of clause (i), deter-
mined— 

‘‘(I) by substituting ‘person’ for ‘entity’ 
each place it appears, and 

‘‘(II) by only taking into account the ag-
gregate gross receipts received by such per-
son in carrying on all trades or businesses of 
such person. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—Such term shall not in-
clude an organization which is exempt from 
taxation under section 501. 

‘‘(4) ELECTION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any election under this 

subsection for any taxable year— 
‘‘(i) shall specify the amount of the credit 

to which such election applies, 
‘‘(ii) shall be made on or before the due 

date (including extensions) of— 
‘‘(I) in the case of a qualified small busi-

ness which is a partnership, the return re-
quired to be filed under section 6031, 

‘‘(II) in the case of a qualified small busi-
ness which is an S corporation, the return re-
quired to be filed under section 6037, and 

‘‘(III) in the case of any other qualified 
small business, the return of tax for the tax-
able year, and 

‘‘(iii) may be revoked only with the con-
sent of the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) AMOUNT.—The amount specified in any 

election made under this subsection shall 
not exceed $250,000. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9403 December 17, 2015 
‘‘(ii) NUMBER OF TAXABLE YEARS.—A person 

may not make an election under this sub-
section if such person (or any other person 
treated as a single taxpayer with such person 
under paragraph (5)(A)) has made an election 
under this subsection for 5 or more preceding 
taxable years. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULE FOR PARTNERSHIPS AND S 
CORPORATIONS.—In the case of a qualified 
small business which is a partnership or S 
corporation, the election made under this 
subsection shall be made at the entity level. 

‘‘(5) AGGREGATION RULES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), all persons or entities 
treated as a single taxpayer under subsection 
(f)(1) shall be treated as a single taxpayer for 
purposes of this subsection. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of this 
subsection and section 3111(f)— 

‘‘(i) each of the persons treated as a single 
taxpayer under subparagraph (A) may sepa-
rately make the election under paragraph (1) 
for any taxable year, and 

‘‘(ii) the $250,000 amount under paragraph 
(4)(B)(i) shall be allocated among all persons 
treated as a single taxpayer under subpara-
graph (A) in the same manner as under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii) or (B)(ii) of subsection 
(f)(1), whichever is applicable. 

‘‘(6) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of this sub-
section, including— 

‘‘(A) regulations to prevent the avoidance 
of the purposes of the limitations and aggre-
gation rules under this subsection through 
the use of successor companies or other 
means, 

‘‘(B) regulations to minimize compliance 
and record-keeping burdens under this sub-
section, and 

‘‘(C) regulations for recapturing the benefit 
of credits determined under section 3111(f) in 
cases where there is a subsequent adjust-
ment to the payroll tax credit portion of the 
credit determined under subsection (a), in-
cluding requiring amended income tax re-
turns in the cases where there is such an ad-
justment.’’. 

(2) CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST FICA TAXES.— 
Section 3111 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(f) CREDIT FOR RESEARCH EXPENDITURES 
OF QUALIFIED SMALL BUSINESSES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxpayer 
who has made an election under section 41(h) 
for a taxable year, there shall be allowed as 
a credit against the tax imposed by sub-
section (a) for the first calendar quarter 
which begins after the date on which the tax-
payer files the return specified in section 
41(h)(4)(A)(ii) an amount equal to the payroll 
tax credit portion determined under section 
41(h)(2). 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—The credit allowed by 
paragraph (1) shall not exceed the tax im-
posed by subsection (a) for any calendar 
quarter on the wages paid with respect to 
the employment of all individuals in the em-
ploy of the employer. 

‘‘(3) CARRYOVER OF UNUSED CREDIT.—If the 
amount of the credit under paragraph (1) ex-
ceeds the limitation of paragraph (2) for any 
calendar quarter, such excess shall be carried 
to the succeeding calendar quarter and al-
lowed as a credit under paragraph (1) for 
such quarter. 

‘‘(4) DEDUCTION ALLOWED FOR CREDITED 
AMOUNTS.—The credit allowed under para-
graph (1) shall not be taken into account for 
purposes of determining the amount of any 
deduction allowed under chapter 1 for taxes 
imposed under subsection (a).’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to shall apply to 

amounts paid or incurred after December 31, 
2014. 

(2) CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST ALTERNATIVE 
MINIMUM TAX IN CASE OF ELIGIBLE SMALL BUSI-
NESS.—The amendments made by subsection 
(b) shall apply to credits determined for tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2015. 

(3) TREATMENT OF RESEARCH CREDIT FOR 
CERTAIN STARTUP COMPANIES.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (c) shall apply to 
taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2015. 
SEC. 122. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF EM-

PLOYER WAGE CREDIT FOR EM-
PLOYEES WHO ARE ACTIVE DUTY 
MEMBERS OF THE UNIFORMED 
SERVICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45P is amended 
by striking subsection (f). 

(b) APPLICABILITY TO ALL EMPLOYERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 45P(a) is amended 

by striking ‘‘, in the case of an eligible small 
business employer’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
45P(b)(3) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) CONTROLLED GROUPS.—All persons 
treated as a single employer under sub-
section (b), (c), (m), or (o) of section 414 shall 
be treated as a single employer.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to payments made 
after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 123. EXTENSION OF 15-YEAR STRAIGHT-LINE 

COST RECOVERY FOR QUALIFIED 
LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, 
QUALIFIED RESTAURANT BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS, AND 
QUALIFIED RETAIL IMPROVEMENTS. 

(a) QUALIFIED LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENT 
PROPERTY AND QUALIFIED RESTAURANT PROP-
ERTY.—Clauses (iv) and (v) of section 
168(e)(3)(E) are each amended by striking 
‘‘placed in service before January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) QUALIFIED RETAIL IMPROVEMENT PROP-
ERTY.—Section 168(e)(3)(E)(ix) is amended by 
striking ‘‘placed in service after December 
31, 2008, and before January 1, 2015’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 124. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF IN-

CREASED EXPENSING LIMITATIONS 
AND TREATMENT OF CERTAIN REAL 
PROPERTY AS SECTION 179 PROP-
ERTY. 

(a) MADE PERMANENT.— 
(1) DOLLAR LIMITATION.—Section 179(b)(1) is 

amended by striking ‘‘shall not exceed—’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘shall not 
exceed $500,000.’’. 

(2) REDUCTION IN LIMITATION.—Section 
179(b)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘exceeds—’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘exceeds 
$2,000,000.’’. 

(b) COMPUTER SOFTWARE.—Section 
179(d)(1)(A)(ii) is amended by striking ‘‘, to 
which section 167 applies, and which is 
placed in service in a taxable year beginning 
after 2002 and before 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
to which section 167 applies’’. 

(c) SPECIAL RULES FOR TREATMENT OF 
QUALIFIED REAL PROPERTY.— 

(1) EXTENSION FOR 2015.—Section 179(f) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2015’’ in paragraph (1) and 
inserting ‘‘2016’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘2014’’ each place it appears 
in paragraph (4) and inserting ‘‘2015’’, and 

(C) by striking ‘‘AND 2013’’ in the heading of 
paragraph (4)(C) and inserting ‘‘2013, AND 
2014’’. 

(2) MADE PERMANENT.—Section 179(f), as 
amended by paragraph (1), is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘beginning after 2009 and 
before 2016’’ in paragraph (1), and 

(B) by striking paragraphs (3) and (4). 
(d) ELECTION.—Section 179(c)(2) is amend-

ed— 
(1) by striking ‘‘may not be revoked’’ and 

all that follows through ‘‘and before 2015’’, 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘IRREVOCABLE’’ in the head-
ing thereof. 

(e) AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING UNITS.— 
Section 179(d)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘and 
shall not include air conditioning or heating 
units’’. 

(f) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—Section 179(b) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any tax-

able year beginning after 2015, the dollar 
amounts in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall each 
be increased by an amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(ii) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar 
year in which the taxable year begins, deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2014’ 
for ‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 

‘‘(B) ROUNDING.—The amount of any in-
crease under subparagraph (A) shall be 
rounded to the nearest multiple of $10,000.’’. 

(g) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), the amendments made by this sec-
tion shall apply to taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—The amendments made 
by subsections (c)(2) and (e) shall apply to 
taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2015. 
SEC. 125. EXTENSION OF TREATMENT OF CER-

TAIN DIVIDENDS OF REGULATED IN-
VESTMENT COMPANIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 871(k) is amended 
by striking clause (v) of paragraph (1)(C) and 
clause (v) of paragraph (2)(C). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 126. EXTENSION OF EXCLUSION OF 100 PER-

CENT OF GAIN ON CERTAIN SMALL 
BUSINESS STOCK. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1202(a)(4) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and before January 1, 
2015’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘, 2011, 2012, 2013, AND 2014’’ in 
the heading thereof and inserting ‘‘AND 
THEREAFTER’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to stock ac-
quired after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 127. EXTENSION OF REDUCTION IN S-COR-

PORATION RECOGNITION PERIOD 
FOR BUILT-IN GAINS TAX. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1374(d)(7) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(7) RECOGNITION PERIOD.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘recognition 

period’ means the 5-year period beginning 
with the 1st day of the 1st taxable year for 
which the corporation was an S corporation. 
For purposes of applying this section to any 
amount includible in income by reason of 
distributions to shareholders pursuant to 
section 593(e), the preceding sentence shall 
be applied without regard to the phrase ‘5- 
year’. 

‘‘(B) INSTALLMENT SALES.—If an S corpora-
tion sells an asset and reports the income 
from the sale using the installment method 
under section 453, the treatment of all pay-
ments received shall be governed by the pro-
visions of this paragraph applicable to the 
taxable year in which such sale was made.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
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SEC. 128. EXTENSION OF SUBPART F EXCEPTION 

FOR ACTIVE FINANCING INCOME. 
(a) INSURANCE BUSINESSES.—Section 953(e) 

is amended by striking paragraph (10) and by 
redesignating paragraph (11) as paragraph 
(10). 

(b) BANKING, FINANCING, OR SIMILAR BUSI-
NESSES.—Section 954(h) is amended by strik-
ing paragraph (9). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years of foreign corporations beginning after 
December 31, 2014, and to taxable years of 
United States shareholders with or within 
which any such taxable year of such foreign 
corporation ends. 

PART 4—INCENTIVES FOR REAL ESTATE 
INVESTMENT 

SEC. 131. EXTENSION OF MINIMUM LOW-INCOME 
HOUSING TAX CREDIT RATE FOR 
NON-FEDERALLY SUBSIDIZED 
BUILDINGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 42(b)(2) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘with respect to housing cred-
it dollar amount allocations made before 
January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The heading for 
section 42(b)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘TEM-
PORARY MINIMUM’’ and inserting ‘‘MINIMUM’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2015. 
SEC. 132. EXTENSION OF MILITARY HOUSING AL-

LOWANCE EXCLUSION FOR DETER-
MINING WHETHER A TENANT IN 
CERTAIN COUNTIES IS LOW-INCOME. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3005(b) of the 
Housing Assistance Tax Act of 2008 is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘and before January 1, 2015’’ 
each place it appears. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the enactment of section 3005 of 
the Housing Assistance Tax Act of 2008. 
SEC. 133. EXTENSION OF RIC QUALIFIED INVEST-

MENT ENTITY TREATMENT UNDER 
FIRPTA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 897(h)(4)(A) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking clause (ii), and 
(2) by striking all that precedes ‘‘regulated 

investment company which’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(A) QUALIFIED INVESTMENT ENTITY.—The 
term ‘qualified investment entity’ means— 

‘‘(i) any real estate investment trust, and 
‘‘(ii) any’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall take effect on January 1, 
2015. Notwithstanding the preceding sen-
tence, such amendments shall not apply with 
respect to the withholding requirement 
under section 1445 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 for any payment made before 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) AMOUNTS WITHHELD ON OR BEFORE DATE 
OF ENACTMENT.—In the case of a regulated in-
vestment company— 

(A) which makes a distribution after De-
cember 31, 2014, and before the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and 

(B) which would (but for the second sen-
tence of paragraph (1)) have been required to 
withhold with respect to such distribution 
under section 1445 of such Code, 
such investment company shall not be liable 
to any person to whom such distribution was 
made for any amount so withheld and paid 
over to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Subtitle B—Extensions Through 2019 
SEC. 141. EXTENSION OF NEW MARKETS TAX 

CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45D(f)(1)(G) is 

amended by striking ‘‘for 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, and 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘for each of cal-
endar years 2010 through 2019’’. 

(b) CARRYOVER OF UNUSED LIMITATION.— 
Section 45D(f)(3) is amended by striking 
‘‘2019’’ and inserting ‘‘2024’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to calendar 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 142. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

WORK OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 51(c)(4) is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2019’’. 

(b) CREDIT FOR HIRING LONG-TERM UNEM-
PLOYMENT RECIPIENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 51(d)(1) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (H), by striking the period at the end 
of subparagraph (I) and inserting ‘‘, or’’, and 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph: 

‘‘(J) a qualified long-term unemployment 
recipient.’’. 

(2) QUALIFIED LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT 
RECIPIENT.—Section 51(d) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(15) QUALIFIED LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT 
RECIPIENT.—The term ‘qualified long-term 
unemployment recipient’ means any indi-
vidual who is certified by the designated 
local agency as being in a period of unem-
ployment which— 

‘‘(A) is not less than 27 consecutive weeks, 
and 

‘‘(B) includes a period in which the indi-
vidual was receiving unemployment com-
pensation under State or Federal law.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to individuals who 
begin work for the employer after December 
31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to individuals 
who begin work for the employer after De-
cember 31, 2015. 
SEC. 143. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

BONUS DEPRECIATION. 
(a) EXTENDED FOR 2015.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(k)(2) is 

amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2016’’ in sub-

paragraph (A)(iv) and inserting ‘‘January 1, 
2017’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘January 1, 
2016’’. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR FEDERAL LONG-TERM 
CONTRACTS.—Section 460(c)(6)(B)(ii) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015 (Janu-
ary 1, 2016’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2016 
(January 1, 2017’’. 

(3) EXTENSION OF ELECTION TO ACCELERATE 
AMT CREDIT IN LIEU OF BONUS DEPRECIATION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 
168(k)(4)(D)(iii)(II) is amended by striking 
‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 
2016’’. 

(B) ROUND 5 EXTENSION PROPERTY.—Section 
168(k)(4) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(L) SPECIAL RULES FOR ROUND 5 EXTENSION 
PROPERTY.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of round 5 ex-
tension property, in applying this paragraph 
to any taxpayer— 

‘‘(I) the limitation described in subpara-
graph (B)(i) and the business credit increase 
amount under subparagraph (E)(iii) thereof 
shall not apply, and 

‘‘(II) the bonus depreciation amount, max-
imum amount, and maximum increase 
amount shall be computed separately from 
amounts computed with respect to eligible 
qualified property which is not round 5 ex-
tension property. 

‘‘(ii) ELECTION.— 
‘‘(I) A taxpayer who has an election in ef-

fect under this paragraph for round 4 exten-

sion property shall be treated as having an 
election in effect for round 5 extension prop-
erty unless the taxpayer elects to not have 
this paragraph apply to round 5 extension 
property. 

‘‘(II) A taxpayer who does not have an elec-
tion in effect under this paragraph for round 
4 extension property may elect to have this 
paragraph apply to round 5 extension prop-
erty. 

‘‘(iii) ROUND 5 EXTENSION PROPERTY.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘round 5 extension property’ means property 
which is eligible qualified property solely by 
reason of the extension of the application of 
the special allowance under paragraph (1) 
pursuant to the amendments made by sec-
tion 143(a)(1) of the Protecting Americans 
from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 (and the applica-
tion of such extension to this paragraph pur-
suant to the amendment made by section 
143(a)(3) of such Act).’’. 

(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) The heading for section 168(k) is 

amended by striking ‘‘JANUARY 1, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘JANUARY 1, 2016’’. 

(B) The heading for section 168(k)(2)(B)(ii) 
is amended by striking ‘‘PRE-JANUARY 1, 2015’’ 
and inserting ‘‘PRE-JANUARY 1, 2016’’. 

(5) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the amendments made by 
this subsection shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2014, in 
taxable years ending after such date. 

(B) ELECTION TO ACCELERATE AMT CREDIT.— 
The amendments made by paragraph (3) shall 
apply to taxable years ending after Decem-
ber 31, 2014. 

(b) EXTENDED AND MODIFIED FOR 2016 
THROUGH 2019.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(k)(2), as 
amended by subsection (a), is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED PROPERTY.—For purposes of 
this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
property’ means property— 

‘‘(i)(I) to which this section applies which 
has a recovery period of 20 years or less, 

‘‘(II) which is computer software (as de-
fined in section 167(f)(1)(B)) for which a de-
duction is allowable under section 167(a) 
without regard to this subsection, 

‘‘(III) which is water utility property, or 
‘‘(IV) which is qualified improvement prop-

erty, 
‘‘(ii) the original use of which commences 

with the taxpayer, and 
‘‘(iii) which is placed in service by the tax-

payer before January 1, 2020. 
‘‘(B) CERTAIN PROPERTY HAVING LONGER 

PRODUCTION PERIODS TREATED AS QUALIFIED 
PROPERTY.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified prop-
erty’ includes any property if such prop-
erty— 

‘‘(I) meets the requirements of clauses (i) 
and (ii) of subparagraph (A), 

‘‘(II) is placed in service by the taxpayer 
before January 1, 2021, 

‘‘(III) is acquired by the taxpayer (or ac-
quired pursuant to a written contract en-
tered into) before January 1, 2020, 

‘‘(IV) has a recovery period of at least 10 
years or is transportation property, 

‘‘(V) is subject to section 263A, and 
‘‘(VI) meets the requirements of clause (iii) 

of section 263A(f)(1)(B) (determined as if such 
clause also applies to property which has a 
long useful life (within the meaning of sec-
tion 263A(f))). 

‘‘(ii) ONLY PRE-JANUARY 1, 2020 BASIS ELIGI-
BLE FOR ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCE.—In the case 
of property which is qualified property solely 
by reason of clause (i), paragraph (1) shall 
apply only to the extent of the adjusted basis 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:08 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.010 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9405 December 17, 2015 
thereof attributable to manufacture, con-
struction, or production before January 1, 
2020. 

‘‘(iii) TRANSPORTATION PROPERTY.—For pur-
poses of this subparagraph, the term ‘trans-
portation property’ means tangible personal 
property used in the trade or business of 
transporting persons or property. 

‘‘(iv) APPLICATION OF SUBPARAGRAPH.—This 
subparagraph shall not apply to any prop-
erty which is described in subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(C) CERTAIN AIRCRAFT.—The term ‘quali-
fied property’ includes property— 

‘‘(i) which meets the requirements of sub-
paragraph (A)(ii) and subclauses (II) and (III) 
of subparagraph (B)(i), 

‘‘(ii) which is an aircraft which is not a 
transportation property (as defined in sub-
paragraph (B)(iii)) other than for agricul-
tural or firefighting purposes, 

‘‘(iii) which is purchased and on which such 
purchaser, at the time of the contract for 
purchase, has made a nonrefundable deposit 
of the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) 10 percent of the cost, or 
‘‘(II) $100,000, and 
‘‘(iv) which has— 
‘‘(I) an estimated production period ex-

ceeding 4 months, and 
‘‘(II) a cost exceeding $200,000. 
‘‘(D) EXCEPTION FOR ALTERNATIVE DEPRE-

CIATION PROPERTY.—The term ‘qualified prop-
erty’ shall not include any property to which 
the alternative depreciation system under 
subsection (g) applies, determined— 

‘‘(i) without regard to paragraph (7) of sub-
section (g) (relating to election to have sys-
tem apply), and 

‘‘(ii) after application of section 280F(b) 
(relating to listed property with limited 
business use). 

‘‘(E) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(i) SELF-CONSTRUCTED PROPERTY.—In the 

case of a taxpayer manufacturing, con-
structing, or producing property for the tax-
payer’s own use, the requirements of sub-
clause (III) of subparagraph (B)(i) shall be 
treated as met if the taxpayer begins manu-
facturing, constructing, or producing the 
property before January 1, 2020. 

‘‘(ii) SALE-LEASEBACKS.—For purposes of 
clause (iii) and subparagraph (A)(ii), if prop-
erty is— 

‘‘(I) originally placed in service by a per-
son, and 

‘‘(II) sold and leased back by such person 
within 3 months after the date such property 
was originally placed in service, 
such property shall be treated as originally 
placed in service not earlier than the date on 
which such property is used under the lease-
back referred to in subclause (II). 

‘‘(iii) SYNDICATION.—For purposes of sub-
paragraph (A)(ii), if— 

‘‘(I) property is originally placed in service 
by the lessor of such property, 

‘‘(II) such property is sold by such lessor or 
any subsequent purchaser within 3 months 
after the date such property was originally 
placed in service (or, in the case of multiple 
units of property subject to the same lease, 
within 3 months after the date the final unit 
is placed in service, so long as the period be-
tween the time the first unit is placed in 
service and the time the last unit is placed 
in service does not exceed 12 months), and 

‘‘(III) the user of such property after the 
last sale during such 3-month period remains 
the same as when such property was origi-
nally placed in service, 
such property shall be treated as originally 
placed in service not earlier than the date of 
such last sale. 

‘‘(F) COORDINATION WITH SECTION 280F.—For 
purposes of section 280F— 

‘‘(i) AUTOMOBILES.—In the case of a pas-
senger automobile (as defined in section 
280F(d)(5)) which is qualified property, the 

Secretary shall increase the limitation 
under section 280F(a)(1)(A)(i) by $8,000. 

‘‘(ii) LISTED PROPERTY.—The deduction al-
lowable under paragraph (1) shall be taken 
into account in computing any recapture 
amount under section 280F(b)(2). 

‘‘(iii) PHASE DOWN.—In the case of a pas-
senger automobile placed in service by the 
taxpayer after December 31, 2017, clause (i) 
shall be applied by substituting for ‘$8,000’— 

‘‘(I) in the case of an automobile placed in 
service during 2018, $6,400, and 

‘‘(II) in the case of an automobile placed in 
service during 2019, $4,800. 

‘‘(G) DEDUCTION ALLOWED IN COMPUTING 
MINIMUM TAX.—For purposes of determining 
alternative minimum taxable income under 
section 55, the deduction under section 167 
for qualified property shall be determined 
without regard to any adjustment under sec-
tion 56.’’. 

(2) QUALIFIED IMPROVEMENT PROPERTY.— 
Section 168(k)(3) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(3) QUALIFIED IMPROVEMENT PROPERTY.— 
For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified im-
provement property’ means any improve-
ment to an interior portion of a building 
which is nonresidential real property if such 
improvement is placed in service after the 
date such building was first placed in serv-
ice. 

‘‘(B) CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS NOT IN-
CLUDED.—Such term shall not include any 
improvement for which the expenditure is 
attributable to— 

‘‘(i) the enlargement of the building, 
‘‘(ii) any elevator or escalator, or 
‘‘(iii) the internal structural framework of 

the building.’’. 
(3) EXPANSION OF ELECTION TO ACCELERATE 

AMT CREDITS IN LIEU OF BONUS DEPRECIA-
TION.—Section 168(k)(4), as amended by sub-
section (a), is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) ELECTION TO ACCELERATE AMT CREDITS 
IN LIEU OF BONUS DEPRECIATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If a corporation elects 
to have this paragraph apply for any taxable 
year— 

‘‘(i) paragraphs (1) and (2)(F) shall not 
apply to any qualified property placed in 
service during such taxable year, 

‘‘(ii) the applicable depreciation method 
used under this section with respect to such 
property shall be the straight line method, 
and 

‘‘(iii) the limitation imposed by section 
53(c) for such taxable year shall be increased 
by the bonus depreciation amount which is 
determined for such taxable year under sub-
paragraph (B). 

‘‘(B) BONUS DEPRECIATION AMOUNT.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The bonus depreciation 
amount for any taxable year is an amount 
equal to 20 percent of the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(I) the aggregate amount of depreciation 
which would be allowed under this section 
for qualified property placed in service by 
the taxpayer during such taxable year if 
paragraph (1) applied to all such property 
(and, in the case of any such property which 
is a passenger automobile (as defined in sec-
tion 280F(d)(5)), if paragraph (2)(F) applied to 
such automobile), over 

‘‘(II) the aggregate amount of depreciation 
which would be allowed under this section 
for qualified property placed in service by 
the taxpayer during such taxable year if 
paragraphs (1) and (2)(F) did not apply to any 
such property. 
The aggregate amounts determined under 
subclauses (I) and (II) shall be determined 
without regard to any election made under 
subparagraph (A) or subsection (b)(2)(D), 
(b)(3)(D), or (g)(7). 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The bonus depreciation 
amount for any taxable year shall not exceed 
the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) 50 percent of the minimum tax credit 
under section 53(b) for the first taxable year 
ending after December 31, 2015, or 

‘‘(II) the minimum tax credit under section 
53(b) for such taxable year determined by 
taking into account only the adjusted net 
minimum tax for taxable years ending before 
January 1, 2016 (determined by treating cred-
its as allowed on a first-in, first-out basis). 

‘‘(iii) AGGREGATION RULE.—All corporations 
which are treated as a single employer under 
section 52(a) shall be treated— 

‘‘(I) as 1 taxpayer for purposes of this para-
graph, and 

‘‘(II) as having elected the application of 
this paragraph if any such corporation so 
elects. 

‘‘(C) CREDIT REFUNDABLE.—For purposes of 
section 6401(b), the aggregate increase in the 
credits allowable under part IV of subchapter 
A for any taxable year resulting from the ap-
plication of this paragraph shall be treated 
as allowed under subpart C of such part (and 
not any other subpart). 

‘‘(D) OTHER RULES.— 
‘‘(i) ELECTION.—Any election under this 

paragraph may be revoked only with the 
consent of the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) PARTNERSHIPS WITH ELECTING PART-
NERS.—In the case of a corporation which is 
a partner in a partnership and which makes 
an election under subparagraph (A) for the 
taxable year, for purposes of determining 
such corporation’s distributive share of part-
nership items under section 702 for such tax-
able year— 

‘‘(I) paragraphs (1) and (2)(F) shall not 
apply to any qualified property placed in 
service during such taxable year, and 

‘‘(II) the applicable depreciation method 
used under this section with respect to such 
property shall be the straight line method. 

‘‘(iii) CERTAIN PARTNERSHIPS.—In the case 
of a partnership in which more than 50 per-
cent of the capital and profits interests are 
owned (directly or indirectly) at all times 
during the taxable year by 1 corporation (or 
by corporations treated as 1 taxpayer under 
subparagraph (B)(iii)), each partner shall 
compute its bonus depreciation amount 
under clause (i) of subparagraph (B) by tak-
ing into account its distributive share of the 
amounts determined by the partnership 
under subclauses (I) and (II) of such clause 
for the taxable year of the partnership end-
ing with or within the taxable year of the 
partner.’’. 

(4) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN PLANTS 
BEARING FRUITS AND NUTS.—Section 168(k) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking paragraph (5), and 
(B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 
‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN PLANTS 

BEARING FRUITS AND NUTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any speci-

fied plant which is planted before January 1, 
2020, or is grafted before such date to a plant 
that has already been planted, by the tax-
payer in the ordinary course of the tax-
payer’s farming business (as defined in sec-
tion 263A(e)(4)) during a taxable year for 
which the taxpayer has elected the applica-
tion of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) a depreciation deduction equal to 50 
percent of the adjusted basis of such speci-
fied plant shall be allowed under section 
167(a) for the taxable year in which such 
specified plant is so planted or grafted, and 

‘‘(ii) the adjusted basis of such specified 
plant shall be reduced by the amount of such 
deduction. 

‘‘(B) SPECIFIED PLANT.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘specified plant’ 
means— 
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‘‘(i) any tree or vine which bears fruits or 

nuts, and 
‘‘(ii) any other plant which will have more 

than one yield of fruits or nuts and which 
generally has a pre-productive period of 
more than 2 years from the time of planting 
or grafting to the time at which such plant 
begins bearing fruits or nuts. 
Such term shall not include any property 
which is planted or grafted outside of the 
United States. 

‘‘(C) ELECTION REVOCABLE ONLY WITH CON-
SENT.—An election under this paragraph may 
be revoked only with the consent of the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(D) ADDITIONAL DEPRECIATION MAY BE 
CLAIMED ONLY ONCE.—If this paragraph ap-
plies to any specified plant, such specified 
plant shall not be treated as qualified prop-
erty in the taxable year in which placed in 
service. 

‘‘(E) DEDUCTION ALLOWED IN COMPUTING 
MINIMUM TAX.—Rules similar to the rules of 
paragraph (2)(G) shall apply for purposes of 
this paragraph. 

‘‘(F) PHASE DOWN.—In the case of a speci-
fied plant which is planted after December 
31, 2017 (or is grafted to a plant that has al-
ready been planted before such date), sub-
paragraph (A)(i) shall be applied by sub-
stituting for ‘50 percent’— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a plant which is planted 
(or so grafted) in 2018, ‘40 percent’, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plant which is planted 
(or so grafted) during 2019, ‘30 percent’.’’. 

(5) PHASE DOWN OF BONUS DEPRECIATION.— 
Section 168(k) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) PHASE DOWN.—In the case of qualified 
property placed in service by the taxpayer 
after December 31, 2017, paragraph (1)(A) 
shall be applied by substituting for ‘50 per-
cent’— 

‘‘(A) in the case of property placed in serv-
ice in 2018 (or in the case of property placed 
in service in 2019 and described in paragraph 
(2)(B) or (C) (determined by substituting 
‘2019’ for ‘2020’ in paragraphs (2)(B)(i)(III) and 
(ii) and paragraph (2)(E)(i)), ‘40 percent’, 

‘‘(B) in the case of property placed in serv-
ice in 2019 (or in the case of property placed 
in service in 2020 and described in paragraph 
(2)(B) or (C), ‘30 percent’.’’. 

(6) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 168(e)(6) is amended— 
(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 

(B) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively, 

(ii) by striking all that precedes subpara-
graph (D) (as so redesignated) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(6) QUALIFIED LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENT 
PROPERTY.—For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
leasehold improvement property’ means any 
improvement to an interior portion of a 
building which is nonresidential real prop-
erty if— 

‘‘(i) such improvement is made under or 
pursuant to a lease (as defined in subsection 
(h)(7))— 

‘‘(I) by the lessee (or any sublessee) of such 
portion, or 

‘‘(II) by the lessor of such portion, 
‘‘(ii) such portion is to be occupied exclu-

sively by the lessee (or any sublessee) of such 
portion, and 

‘‘(iii) such improvement is placed in serv-
ice more than 3 years after the date the 
building was first placed in service. 

‘‘(B) CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS NOT IN-
CLUDED.—Such term shall not include any 
improvement for which the expenditure is 
attributable to— 

‘‘(i) the enlargement of the building, 
‘‘(ii) any elevator or escalator, 
‘‘(iii) any structural component benefit-

ting a common area, or 

‘‘(iv) the internal structural framework of 
the building. 

‘‘(C) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) COMMITMENT TO LEASE TREATED AS 
LEASE.—A commitment to enter into a lease 
shall be treated as a lease, and the parties to 
such commitment shall be treated as lessor 
and lessee, respectively. 

‘‘(ii) RELATED PERSONS.—A lease between 
related persons shall not be considered a 
lease. For purposes of the preceding sen-
tence, the term ‘related persons’ means— 

‘‘(I) members of an affiliated group (as de-
fined in section 1504), and 

‘‘(II) persons having a relationship de-
scribed in subsection (b) of section 267; ex-
cept that, for purposes of this clause, the 
phrase ‘80 percent or more’ shall be sub-
stituted for the phrase ‘more than 50 per-
cent’ each place it appears in such sub-
section.’’, and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)’’ in sub-
paragraph (E) (as so redesignated) and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (D)’’. 

(B) Section 168(e)(7)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘qualified leasehold improvement 
property’’ and inserting ‘‘qualified improve-
ment property’’. 

(C) Section 168(e)(8) is amended by striking 
subparagraph (D). 

(D) Section 168(k), as amended by the pre-
ceding provisions of this section, is amended 
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(7) ELECTION OUT.—If a taxpayer makes an 
election under this paragraph with respect to 
any class of property for any taxable year, 
paragraphs (1) and (2)(F) shall not apply to 
any qualified property in such class placed in 
service during such taxable year. An election 
under this paragraph may be revoked only 
with the consent of the Secretary.’’. 

(E) Section 168(l)(3) is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘section 168(k)’’ in subpara-

graph (A) and inserting ‘‘subsection (k)’’, and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘section 168(k)(2)(D)(i)’’ in 

subparagraph (B) and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(k)(2)(D)’’. 

(F) Section 168(l)(4) is amended by striking 
‘‘subparagraph (E) of section 168(k)(2)’’ and 
all that follows and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(k)(2)(E) shall apply.’’. 

(G) Section 168(l)(5) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 168(k)(2)(G)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (k)(2)(G)’’. 

(H) Section 263A(c) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(7) COORDINATION WITH SECTION 168(k)(5).— 
This section shall not apply to any amount 
allowed as a deduction by reason of section 
168(k)(5) (relating to special rules for certain 
plants bearing fruits and nuts).’’. 

(I) Section 460(c)(6)(B)(ii), as amended by 
subsection (a), is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(ii) is placed in service before January 1, 
2020 (January 1, 2021 in the case of property 
described in section 168(k)(2)(B)).’’. 

(J) Section 168(k), as amended by sub-
section (a), is amended by striking ‘‘AND BE-
FORE JANUARY 1, 2016’’ in the heading thereof 
and inserting ‘‘AND BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2020’’. 

(7) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this paragraph, the amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to prop-
erty placed in service after December 31, 
2015, in taxable years ending after such date. 

(B) EXPANSION OF ELECTION TO ACCELERATE 
AMT CREDITS IN LIEU OF BONUS DEPRECIA-
TION.—The amendments made by paragraph 
(3) shall apply to taxable years ending after 
December 31, 2015, except that in the case of 
any taxable year beginning before January 1, 
2016, and ending after December 31, 2015, the 
limitation under section 168(k)(4)(B)(ii) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amend-
ed by this section) shall be the sum of— 

(i) the product of— 
(I) the maximum increase amount (within 

the meaning of section 168(k)(4)(C)(iii) of 
such Code, as in effect before the amend-
ments made by this subsection), multiplied 
by 

(II) a fraction the numerator of which is 
the number of days in the taxable year be-
fore January 1, 2016, and the denominator of 
which is the number of days in the taxable 
year, plus 

(ii) the product of— 
(I) such limitation (determined without re-

gard to this subparagraph), multiplied by 
(II) a fraction the numerator of which is 

the number of days in the taxable year after 
December 31, 2015, and the denominator of 
which is the number of days in the taxable 
year. 

(C) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN PLANTS 
BEARING FRUITS AND NUTS.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (4) (other than subpara-
graph (A) thereof) shall apply to specified 
plants (as defined in section 168(k)(5)(B) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amend-
ed by this subsection) planted or grafted 
after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 144. EXTENSION OF LOOK-THRU TREAT-

MENT OF PAYMENTS BETWEEN RE-
LATED CONTROLLED FOREIGN COR-
PORATIONS UNDER FOREIGN PER-
SONAL HOLDING COMPANY RULES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 954(c)(6)(C) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2020’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years of foreign corporations beginning after 
December 31, 2014, and to taxable years of 
United States shareholders with or within 
which such taxable years of foreign corpora-
tions end. 

Subtitle C—Extensions Through 2016 
PART 1—TAX RELIEF FOR FAMILIES AND 

INDIVIDUALS 
SEC. 151. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF EX-

CLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME OF 
DISCHARGE OF QUALIFIED PRIN-
CIPAL RESIDENCE INDEBTEDNESS. 

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 108(a)(1)(E) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(b) MODIFICATION.—Section 108(a)(1)(E), as 
amended by subsection (a), is amended by 
striking ‘‘discharged before’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘discharged— 

‘‘(i) before January 1, 2017, or 
‘‘(ii) subject to an arrangement that is en-

tered into and evidenced in writing before 
January 1, 2017.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to discharges of in-
debtedness after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The amendment made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to discharges of 
indebtedness after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 152. EXTENSION OF MORTGAGE INSURANCE 

PREMIUMS TREATED AS QUALIFIED 
RESIDENCE INTEREST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subclause (I) of section 
163(h)(3)(E)(iv) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 
paid or accrued after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 153. EXTENSION OF ABOVE-THE-LINE DE-

DUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TUITION 
AND RELATED EXPENSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 222(e) is amended 
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
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PART 2—INCENTIVES FOR GROWTH, JOBS, 

INVESTMENT, AND INNOVATION 
SEC. 161. EXTENSION OF INDIAN EMPLOYMENT 

TAX CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45A(f) is amended 

by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 162. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

RAILROAD TRACK MAINTENANCE 
CREDIT. 

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 45G(f) is amended 
by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and inserting 
‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(b) MODIFICATION.—Section 45G(d) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2005,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015,’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to expenditures 
paid or incurred in taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The amendment made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to expenditures 
paid or incurred in taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 163. EXTENSION OF MINE RESCUE TEAM 

TRAINING CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45N(e) is amended 

by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 164. EXTENSION OF QUALIFIED ZONE ACAD-

EMY BONDS. 
(a) EXTENSION.—Section 54E(c)(1) is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘and 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘2014, 
2015, and 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to obliga-
tions issued after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 165. EXTENSION OF CLASSIFICATION OF 

CERTAIN RACE HORSES AS 3-YEAR 
PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(e)(3)(A)(i) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ in sub-
clause (I) and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’, 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ in sub-
clause (II) and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 166. EXTENSION OF 7-YEAR RECOVERY PE-

RIOD FOR MOTORSPORTS ENTER-
TAINMENT COMPLEXES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(i)(15)(D) is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 167. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF AC-

CELERATED DEPRECIATION FOR 
BUSINESS PROPERTY ON AN INDIAN 
RESERVATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(j)(8) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) ELECTION TO HAVE SPECIAL RULES NOT 
APPLY.—Section 168(j) is amended by redes-
ignating paragraph (8), as amended by sub-
section (a), as paragraph (9), and by inserting 
after paragraph (7) the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(8) ELECTION OUT.—If a taxpayer makes an 
election under this paragraph with respect to 
any class of property for any taxable year, 
this subsection shall not apply to all prop-
erty in such class placed in service during 
such taxable year. Such election, once made, 
shall be irrevocable.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 
subsection (a) shall apply to property placed 
in service after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 168. EXTENSION OF ELECTION TO EXPENSE 

MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 179E(g) is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 169. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL EXPENSING 

RULES FOR CERTAIN FILM AND TEL-
EVISION PRODUCTIONS; SPECIAL 
EXPENSING FOR LIVE THEATRICAL 
PRODUCTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 181(f) is amended 
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) APPLICATION TO LIVE PRODUCTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 

181(a) is amended by inserting ‘‘, and any 
qualified live theatrical production,’’ after 
‘‘any qualified film or television produc-
tion’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 181 
is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘or any qualified live the-
atrical production’’ after ‘‘qualified film or 
television production’’ each place it appears 
in subsections (a)(2), (b), and (c)(1), 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or qualified live theat-
rical productions’’ after ‘‘qualified film or 
television productions’’ in subsection (f), and 

(C) by inserting ‘‘AND LIVE THEATRICAL’’ 
after ‘‘FILM AND TELEVISION’’ in the heading. 

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The item relat-
ing to section 181 in the table of sections for 
part VI of subchapter B of chapter 1 is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘Sec. 181. Treatment of certain qualified 

film and television and live the-
atrical productions.’’. 

(c) QUALIFIED LIVE THEATRICAL PRODUC-
TION.—Section 181 is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f), 
as amended by subsections (a) and (b), as 
subsections (f) and (g), respectively, and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) QUALIFIED LIVE THEATRICAL PRODUC-
TION.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified live 
theatrical production’ means any production 
described in paragraph (2) if 75 percent of the 
total compensation of the production is 
qualified compensation (as defined in sub-
section (d)(3)). 

‘‘(2) PRODUCTION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A production is de-

scribed in this paragraph if such production 
is a live staged production of a play (with or 
without music) which is derived from a writ-
ten book or script and is produced or pre-
sented by a taxable entity in any venue 
which has an audience capacity of not more 
than 3,000 or a series of venues the majority 
of which have an audience capacity of not 
more than 3,000. 

‘‘(B) TOURING COMPANIES, ETC.—In the case 
of multiple live staged productions— 

‘‘(i) for which the election under this sec-
tion would be allowable to the same tax-
payer, and 

‘‘(ii) which are— 
‘‘(I) separate phases of a production, or 
‘‘(II) separate simultaneous stagings of the 

same production in different geographical lo-
cations (not including multiple performance 
locations of any one touring production), 
each such live staged production shall be 
treated as a separate production. 

‘‘(C) PHASE.—For purposes of subparagraph 
(B), the term ‘phase’ with respect to any 
qualified live theatrical production refers to 

each of the following, but only if each of the 
following is treated by the taxpayer as a sep-
arate activity for all purposes of this title: 

‘‘(i) The initial staging of a live theatrical 
production. 

‘‘(ii) Subsequent additional stagings or 
touring of such production which are pro-
duced by the same producer as the initial 
staging. 

‘‘(D) SEASONAL PRODUCTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a live 

staged production not described in subpara-
graph (B) which is produced or presented by 
a taxable entity for not more than 10 weeks 
of the taxable year, subparagraph (A) shall 
be applied by substituting ‘6,500’ for ‘3,000’. 

‘‘(ii) SHORT TAXABLE YEARS.—For purposes 
of clause (i), in the case of any taxable year 
of less than 12 months, the number of weeks 
for which a production is produced or pre-
sented shall be annualized by multiplying 
the number of weeks the production is pro-
duced or presented during such taxable year 
by 12 and dividing the result by the number 
of months in such taxable year. 

‘‘(E) EXCEPTION.—A production is not de-
scribed in this paragraph if such production 
includes or consists of any performance of 
conduct described in section 2257(h)(1) of 
title 18, United States Code.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to productions 
commencing after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made 

by subsections (b) and (c) shall apply to pro-
ductions commencing after December 31, 
2015. 

(B) COMMENCEMENT.—For purposes of sub-
paragraph (A), the date on which a qualified 
live theatrical production commences is the 
date of the first public performance of such 
production for a paying audience. 
SEC. 170. EXTENSION OF DEDUCTION ALLOW-

ABLE WITH RESPECT TO INCOME AT-
TRIBUTABLE TO DOMESTIC PRO-
DUCTION ACTIVITIES IN PUERTO 
RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 199(d)(8)(C) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘first 9 taxable years’’ and 
inserting ‘‘first 11 taxable years’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and in-
serting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 171. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF EM-

POWERMENT ZONE TAX INCENTIVES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—Section 1391(d)(1)(A)(i) is 

amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(2) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN TERMINATION 
DATES SPECIFIED IN NOMINATIONS.—In the case 
of a designation of an empowerment zone the 
nomination for which included a termination 
date which is contemporaneous with the date 
specified in subparagraph (A)(i) of section 
1391(d)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (as in effect before the enactment of this 
Act), subparagraph (B) of such section shall 
not apply with respect to such designation if, 
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the entity which made such nomination 
amends the nomination to provide for a new 
termination date in such manner as the Sec-
retary of the Treasury (or the Secretary’s 
designee) may provide. 

(b) MODIFICATION.—Section 1394(b)(3)(B)(i) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘References’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subclause (II), references’’, and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subclause: 
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‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE FOR EMPLOYEE RESI-

DENCE TEST.—For purposes of subsection 
(b)(6) and (c)(5) of section 1397C, an employee 
shall be treated as a resident of an empower-
ment zone if such employee is a resident of 
an empowerment zone, an enterprise commu-
nity, or a qualified low-income community 
within an applicable nominating jurisdic-
tion.’’. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.— 
(1) QUALIFIED LOW-INCOME COMMUNITY.— 

Section 1394(b)(3) is amended by redesig-
nating subparagraphs (C) and (D) as subpara-
graphs (D) and (E), respectively, and by in-
serting after subparagraph (B) the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) QUALIFIED LOW-INCOME COMMUNITY.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (B)— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified low- 
income community’ means any population 
census tract if— 

‘‘(I) the poverty rate for such tract is at 
least 20 percent, or 

‘‘(II) the median family income for such 
tract does not exceed 80 percent of statewide 
median family income (or, in the case of a 
tract located within a metropolitan area, 
metropolitan area median family income if 
greater). 
Subclause (II) shall be applied using 
possessionwide median family income in the 
case of census tracts located within a posses-
sion of the United States. 

‘‘(ii) TARGETED POPULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe regulations under 
which 1 or more targeted populations (within 
the meaning of section 103(20) of the Riegle 
Community Development and Regulatory 
Improvement Act of 1994) may be treated as 
qualified low-income communities. 

‘‘(iii) AREAS NOT WITHIN CENSUS TRACTS.—In 
the case of an area which is not tracted for 
population census tracts, the equivalent 
county divisions (as defined by the Bureau of 
the Census for purposes of defining poverty 
areas) shall be used for purposes of deter-
mining poverty rates and median family in-
come. 

‘‘(iv) MODIFICATION OF INCOME REQUIREMENT 
FOR CENSUS TRACTS WITHIN HIGH MIGRATION 
RURAL COUNTIES.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a popu-
lation census tract located within a high mi-
gration rural county, clause (i)(II) shall be 
applied to areas not located within a metro-
politan area by substituting ‘85 percent’ for 
‘80 percent’. 

‘‘(II) HIGH MIGRATION RURAL COUNTY.—For 
purposes of this clause, the term ‘high mi-
gration rural county’ means any county 
which, during the 20-year period ending with 
the year in which the most recent census was 
conducted, has a net out-migration of inhab-
itants from the county of at least 10 percent 
of the population of the county at the begin-
ning of such period.’’. 

(2) APPLICABLE NOMINATING JURISDICTION.— 
Section 1394(b)(3)(D), as redesignated by 
paragraph (1), is amended by adding at the 
end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iii) APPLICABLE NOMINATING JURISDIC-
TION.—The term ‘applicable nominating ju-
risdiction’ means, with respect to any em-
powerment zone or enterprise community, 
any local government that nominated such 
community for designation under section 
1391.’’. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 1394(b)(3)(B)(iii) is amended by 

striking ‘‘or an enterprise community’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, an enterprise community, or a 
qualified low-income community within an 
applicable nominating jurisdiction’’. 

(2) Section 1394(b)(3)(D), as redesignated by 
subsection (c)(1), is amended by striking 
‘‘DEFINITIONS’’ and inserting ‘‘OTHER DEFINI-
TIONS’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(1) EXTENSIONS.—The amendment made by 
subsection (a) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—The amendments made 
by subsections (b), (c), and (d) shall apply to 
bonds issued after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 172. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY INCREASE 

IN LIMIT ON COVER OVER OF RUM 
EXCISE TAXES TO PUERTO RICO AND 
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7652(f)(1) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to distilled 
spirits brought into the United States after 
December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 173. EXTENSION OF AMERICAN SAMOA ECO-

NOMIC DEVELOPMENT CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 119(d) of division 

A of the Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 
2006 is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’, 

(2) by striking ‘‘first 9 taxable years’’ in 
paragraph (1) and inserting ‘‘first 11 taxable 
years’’, and 

(3) by striking ‘‘first 3 taxable years’’ in 
paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘first 5 taxable 
years’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 174. MORATORIUM ON MEDICAL DEVICE EX-

CISE TAX. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4191 is amended 

by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(c) MORATORIUM.—The tax imposed under 
subsection (a) shall not apply to sales during 
the period beginning on January 1, 2016, and 
ending on December 31, 2017.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to sales 
after December 31, 2015. 

PART 3—INCENTIVES FOR ENERGY 
PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 

SEC. 181. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 
CREDIT FOR NONBUSINESS ENERGY 
PROPERTY. 

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 25C(g)(2) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) UPDATED ENERGY STAR REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 25C(c)(1) is 
amended by striking ‘‘which meets’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘requirements)’’. 

(2) ENERGY EFFICIENT BUILDING ENVELOPE 
COMPONENT.—Section 25C(c) is amended by 
redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as para-
graphs (3) and (4), respectively, and by in-
serting after paragraph (1) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) ENERGY EFFICIENT BUILDING ENVELOPE 
COMPONENT.—The term ‘energy efficient 
building envelope component’ means a build-
ing envelope component which meets— 

‘‘(A) applicable Energy Star program re-
quirements, in the case of a roof or roof 
products, 

‘‘(B) version 6.0 Energy Star program re-
quirements, in the case of an exterior win-
dow, a skylight, or an exterior door, and 

‘‘(C) the prescriptive criteria for such com-
ponent established by the 2009 International 
Energy Conservation Code, as such Code (in-
cluding supplements) is in effect on the date 
of the enactment of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Tax Act of 2009, in the 
case of any other component.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to property placed 
in service after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATION.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2015. 

SEC. 182. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR ALTER-
NATIVE FUEL VEHICLE REFUELING 
PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 30C(g) is amended 
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 183. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR 2-WHEELED 

PLUG-IN ELECTRIC VEHICLES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 30D(g)(3)(E) is 

amended by striking ‘‘acquired’’ and all that 
follows and inserting the following: ‘‘ac-
quired— 

‘‘(i) after December 31, 2011, and before 
January 1, 2014, or 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a vehicle that has 2 
wheels, after December 31, 2014, and before 
January 1, 2017.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to vehicles 
acquired after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 184. EXTENSION OF SECOND GENERATION 

BIOFUEL PRODUCER CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 40(b)(6)(J)(i) is 

amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to quali-
fied second generation biofuel production 
after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 185. EXTENSION OF BIODIESEL AND RENEW-

ABLE DIESEL INCENTIVES. 
(a) INCOME TAX CREDIT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (g) of section 

40A is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to fuel 
sold or used after December 31, 2014. 

(b) EXCISE TAX INCENTIVES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6426(c)(6) is 

amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(2) PAYMENTS.—Section 6427(e)(6)(B) is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to fuel 
sold or used after December 31, 2014. 

(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR 2015.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, in the 
case of any biodiesel mixture credit properly 
determined under section 6426(c) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 for the period be-
ginning on January 1, 2015, and ending on De-
cember 31, 2015, such credit shall be allowed, 
and any refund or payment attributable to 
such credit (including any payment under 
section 6427(e) of such Code) shall be made, 
only in such manner as the Secretary of the 
Treasury (or the Secretary’s delegate) shall 
provide. Such Secretary shall issue guidance 
within 30 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act providing for a one-time 
submission of claims covering periods de-
scribed in the preceding sentence. Such guid-
ance shall provide for a 180-day period for the 
submission of such claims (in such manner 
as prescribed by such Secretary) to begin not 
later than 30 days after such guidance is 
issued. Such claims shall be paid by such 
Secretary not later than 60 days after re-
ceipt. If such Secretary has not paid pursu-
ant to a claim filed under this subsection 
within 60 days after the date of the filing of 
such claim, the claim shall be paid with in-
terest from such date determined by using 
the overpayment rate and method under sec-
tion 6621 of such Code. 
SEC. 186. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

PRODUCTION CREDIT FOR INDIAN 
COAL FACILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45(e)(10)(A) is 
amended by striking ‘‘9-year period’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘11-year pe-
riod’’. 
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(b) REPEAL OF LIMITATION BASED ON DATE 

FACILITY IS PLACED IN SERVICE.—Section 
45(d)(10) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(10) INDIAN COAL PRODUCTION FACILITY.— 
The term ‘Indian coal production facility’ 
means a facility that produces Indian coal.’’. 

(c) TREATMENT OF SALES TO RELATED PAR-
TIES.—Section 45(e)(10)(A)(ii)(I) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘(either directly by the tax-
payer or after sale or transfer to one or more 
related persons)’’ after ‘‘unrelated person’’. 

(d) CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST ALTERNATIVE 
MINIMUM TAX.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 38(c)(4)(B), as 
amended by the preceding provisions of this 
Act, is amended by redesignating clauses (v) 
through (x) as clauses (vi) through (xi), re-
spectively, and by inserting after clause (iv) 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(v) the credit determined under section 45 
to the extent that such credit is attributable 
to section 45(e)(10) (relating to Indian coal 
production facilities),’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
45(e)(10) is amended by striking subpara-
graph (D). 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to coal produced 
after December 31, 2014. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—The amendments made 
by subsections (b) and (c) shall apply to coal 
produced and sold after December 31, 2015, in 
taxable years ending after such date. 

(3) CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST ALTERNATIVE 
MINIMUM TAX.—The amendments made by 
subsection (d) shall apply to credits deter-
mined for taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2015. 
SEC. 187. EXTENSION OF CREDITS WITH RESPECT 

TO FACILITIES PRODUCING ENERGY 
FROM CERTAIN RENEWABLE RE-
SOURCES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following provisions 
of section 45(d) are each amended by striking 
‘‘January 1, 2015’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’: 

(1) Paragraph (2)(A). 
(2) Paragraph (3)(A). 
(3) Paragraph (4)(B). 
(4) Paragraph (6). 
(5) Paragraph (7). 
(6) Paragraph (9). 
(7) Paragraph (11)(B). 
(b) EXTENSION OF ELECTION TO TREAT 

QUALIFIED FACILITIES AS ENERGY PROP-
ERTY.—Section 48(a)(5)(C)(ii) is amended by 
striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and inserting 
‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2015. 
SEC. 188. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR ENERGY- 

EFFICIENT NEW HOMES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45L(g) is amended 

by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to homes 
acquired after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 189. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL ALLOWANCE 

FOR SECOND GENERATION BIOFUEL 
PLANT PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(l)(2)(D) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 190. EXTENSION OF ENERGY EFFICIENT 

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS DEDUC-
TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 179D(h) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to prop-
erty placed in service after December 31, 
2014. 

SEC. 191. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL RULE FOR 
SALES OR DISPOSITIONS TO IMPLE-
MENT FERC OR STATE ELECTRIC RE-
STRUCTURING POLICY FOR QUALI-
FIED ELECTRIC UTILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 451(i)(3) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘January 1, 2017’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to disposi-
tions after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 192. EXTENSION OF EXCISE TAX CREDITS 

RELATING TO ALTERNATIVE FUELS. 
(a) EXTENSION OF ALTERNATIVE FUELS EX-

CISE TAX CREDITS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Sections 6426(d)(5) and 

6426(e)(3) are each amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2016’’. 

(2) OUTLAY PAYMENTS FOR ALTERNATIVE 
FUELS.—Section 6427(e)(6)(C) is amended by 
striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to fuel sold 
or used after December 31, 2014. 

(c) SPECIAL RULE FOR 2015.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, in the 
case of any alternative fuel credit properly 
determined under section 6426(d) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 for the period be-
ginning on January 1, 2015, and ending on De-
cember 31, 2015, such credit shall be allowed, 
and any refund or payment attributable to 
such credit (including any payment under 
section 6427(e) of such Code) shall be made, 
only in such manner as the Secretary of the 
Treasury (or the Secretary’s delegate) shall 
provide. Such Secretary shall issue guidance 
within 30 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act providing for a one-time 
submission of claims covering periods de-
scribed in the preceding sentence. Such guid-
ance shall provide for a 180-day period for the 
submission of such claims (in such manner 
as prescribed by such Secretary) to begin not 
later than 30 days after such guidance is 
issued. Such claims shall be paid by such 
Secretary not later than 60 days after re-
ceipt. If such Secretary has not paid pursu-
ant to a claim filed under this subsection 
within 60 days after the date of the filing of 
such claim, the claim shall be paid with in-
terest from such date determined by using 
the overpayment rate and method under sec-
tion 6621 of such Code. 
SEC. 193. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR NEW 

QUALIFIED FUEL CELL MOTOR VE-
HICLES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 30B(k)(1) is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
purchased after December 31, 2014. 

TITLE II—PROGRAM INTEGRITY 
SEC. 201. MODIFICATION OF FILING DATES OF 

RETURNS AND STATEMENTS RELAT-
ING TO EMPLOYEE WAGE INFORMA-
TION AND NONEMPLOYEE COM-
PENSATION TO IMPROVE COMPLI-
ANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6071 is amended 
by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection 
(d), and by inserting after subsection (b) the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(c) RETURNS AND STATEMENTS RELATING 
TO EMPLOYEE WAGE INFORMATION AND NON-
EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION.—Forms W–2 and 
W–3 and any returns or statements required 
by the Secretary to report nonemployee 
compensation shall be filed on or before Jan-
uary 31 of the year following the calendar 
year to which such returns relate.’’. 

(b) DATE FOR CERTAIN REFUNDS.—Section 
6402 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(m) EARLIEST DATE FOR CERTAIN RE-
FUNDS.—No credit or refund of an overpay-

ment for a taxable year shall be made to a 
taxpayer before the 15th day of the second 
month following the close of such taxable 
year if a credit is allowed to such taxpayer 
under section 24 (by reason of subsection (d) 
thereof) or 32 for such taxable year.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
6071(b) is amended by striking ‘‘subparts B 
and C of part III of this subchapter’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subpart B of part III of this sub-
chapter (other than returns and statements 
required to be filed with respect to non-
employee compensation)’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to returns and state-
ments relating to calendar years beginning 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) DATE FOR CERTAIN REFUNDS.—The 
amendment made by subsection (b) shall 
apply to credits or refunds made after De-
cember 31, 2016. 
SEC. 202. SAFE HARBOR FOR DE MINIMIS ER-

RORS ON INFORMATION RETURNS 
AND PAYEE STATEMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6721(c) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) SAFE HARBOR FOR CERTAIN DE MINIMIS 
ERRORS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to an in-
formation return filed with the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) there are 1 or more failures described 
in subsection (a)(2)(B) relating to an incor-
rect dollar amount, 

‘‘(ii) no single amount in error differs from 
the correct amount by more than $100, and 

‘‘(iii) no single amount reported for tax 
withheld on any information return differs 
from the correct amount by more than $25, 
then no correction shall be required and, for 
purposes of this section, such return shall be 
treated as having been filed with all of the 
correct required information. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply with respect to any incorrect dol-
lar amount to the extent that such error re-
lates to an amount with respect to which an 
election is made under section 6722(c)(3)(B). 

‘‘(C) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may issue regulations to prevent the 
abuse of the safe harbor under this para-
graph, including regulations providing that 
this paragraph shall not apply to the extent 
necessary to prevent any such abuse.’’. 

(b) FAILURE TO FURNISH CORRECT PAYEE 
STATEMENT.—Section 6722(c) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(3) SAFE HARBOR FOR CERTAIN DE MINIMIS 
ERRORS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to any 
payee statement— 

‘‘(i) there are 1 or more failures described 
in subsection (a)(2)(B) relating to an incor-
rect dollar amount, 

‘‘(ii) no single amount in error differs from 
the correct amount by more than $100, and 

‘‘(iii) no single amount reported for tax 
withheld on any information return differs 
from the correct amount by more than $25, 
then no correction shall be required and, for 
purposes of this section, such statement 
shall be treated as having been filed with all 
of the correct required information. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any payee statement if the per-
son to whom such statement is required to 
be furnished makes an election (at such time 
and in such manner as the Secretary may 
prescribe) that subparagraph (A) not apply 
with respect to such statement. 

‘‘(C) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may issue regulations to prevent the 
abuse of the safe harbor under this para-
graph, including regulations providing that 
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this paragraph shall not apply to the extent 
necessary to prevent any such abuse.’’. 

(c) APPLICATION TO BROKER REPORTING OF 
BASIS.—Section 6045(g)(2)(B) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iii) TREATMENT OF UNCORRECTED DE MINI-
MIS ERRORS.—Except as otherwise provided 
by the Secretary, the customer’s adjusted 
basis shall be determined by treating any in-
correct dollar amount which is not required 
to be corrected by reason of section 6721(c)(3) 
or section 6722(c)(3) as the correct amount.’’. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 6721(c) is amended by striking 

‘‘EXCEPTION FOR DE MINIMIS FAILURES TO IN-
CLUDE ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION’’ in the 
heading and inserting ‘‘EXCEPTIONS FOR CER-
TAIN DE MINIMIS FAILURES’’. 

(2) Section 6721(c)(1) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘IN GENERAL’’ in the heading and insert-
ing ‘‘EXCEPTION FOR DE MINIMIS FAILURE TO 
INCLUDE ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to returns 
required to be filed, and payee statements re-
quired to be provided, after December 31, 
2016. 
SEC. 203. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

ITINS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6109 is amended 

by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO THE 
ISSUANCE OF ITINS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to issue an individual taxpayer identi-
fication number to an individual only if the 
applicant submits an application, using such 
form as the Secretary may require and in-
cluding the required documentation— 

‘‘(A) in the case of an applicant not de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)— 

‘‘(i) in person to an employee of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service or a community-based 
certified acceptance agent approved by the 
Secretary, or 

‘‘(ii) by mail, pursuant to rules prescribed 
by the Secretary, or 

‘‘(B) in the case of an applicant who resides 
outside of the United States, by mail or in 
person to an employee of the Internal Rev-
enue Service or a designee of the Secretary 
at a United States diplomatic mission or 
consular post. 

‘‘(2) REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION.—For pur-
poses of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘required doc-
umentation’ includes such documentation as 
the Secretary may require that proves the 
individual’s identity, foreign status, and 
residency. 

‘‘(B) VALIDITY OF DOCUMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may accept only original documents 
or certified copies meeting the requirements 
of the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) TERM OF ITIN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual taxpayer 

identification number issued after December 
31, 2012, shall remain in effect unless the in-
dividual to whom such number is issued does 
not file a return of tax (or is not included as 
a dependent on the return of tax of another 
taxpayer) for 3 consecutive taxable years. In 
the case of an individual described in the 
preceding sentence, such number shall expire 
on the last day of such third consecutive tax-
able year. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR EXISTING ITINS.—In 
the case of an individual with respect to 
whom an individual taxpayer identification 
number was issued before January 1, 2013, 
such number shall remain in effect until the 
earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the applicable date, or 
‘‘(ii) if the individual does not file a return 

of tax (or is not included as a dependent on 
the return of tax of another taxpayer) for 3 
consecutive taxable years, the earlier of— 

‘‘(I) the last day of such third consecutive 
taxable year, or 

‘‘(II) the last day of the taxable year that 
includes the date of the enactment of this 
subsection. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE DATE.—For purposes of 
subparagraph (B), the term ‘applicable date’ 
means— 

‘‘(i) January 1, 2017, in the case of an indi-
vidual taxpayer identification number issued 
before January 1, 2008, 

‘‘(ii) January 1, 2018, in the case of an indi-
vidual taxpayer identification number issued 
in 2008, 

‘‘(iii) January 1, 2019, in the case of an indi-
vidual taxpayer identification number issued 
in 2009 or 2010, and 

‘‘(iv) January 1, 2020, in the case of an indi-
vidual taxpayer identification number issued 
in 2011 or 2012. 

‘‘(4) DISTINGUISHING ITINS ISSUED SOLELY 
FOR PURPOSES OF TREATY BENEFITS.—The Sec-
retary shall implement a system that en-
sures that individual taxpayer identification 
numbers issued solely for purposes of claim-
ing tax treaty benefits are used only for such 
purposes, by distinguishing such numbers 
from other individual taxpayer identifica-
tion numbers issued.’’. 

(b) AUDIT BY TIGTA.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and every 2 years thereafter, the Treas-
ury Inspector General for Tax Administra-
tion shall conduct an audit of the program of 
the Internal Revenue Service for the 
issuance of individual taxpayer identifica-
tion numbers pursuant to section 6109(i) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as added 
by this section) and report the results of 
such audit to the Committee on Finance of 
the Senate and the Committee on the Ways 
and Means of the House of Representatives. 

(c) COMMUNITY-BASED CERTIFIED ACCEPT-
ANCE AGENTS.—The Secretary of the Treas-
ury, or the Secretary’s delegate, shall main-
tain a program for training and approving 
community-based certified acceptance 
agents for purposes of section 6109(i)(1)(A)(i) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as 
added by this section). Persons eligible to be 
acceptance agents under such program in-
clude— 

(1) financial institutions (as defined in sec-
tion 265(b)(5) of such Code and the regula-
tions thereunder), 

(2) colleges and universities which are de-
scribed in section 501(c)(3) of such Code and 
exempt from taxation under section 501(a) of 
such Code, 

(3) Federal agencies (as defined in section 
6402(h) of such Code), 

(4) State and local governments, including 
agencies responsible for vital records, 

(5) community-based organizations which 
are described in subsection (c)(3) or (d) of 
section 501 of such Code and exempt from 
taxation under section 501(a) of such Code, 

(6) persons that provide assistance to tax-
payers in the preparation of their tax re-
turns, and 

(7) other persons or categories of persons 
as authorized by regulations or other guid-
ance of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(d) ITIN STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury, or the Secretary’s delegate, shall 
conduct a study on the effectiveness of the 
application process for individual taxpayer 
identification numbers before the implemen-
tation of the amendments made by this sec-
tion, the effects of the amendments made by 
this section on such application process, the 
comparative effectiveness of an in-person re-
view process for application versus other 
methods of reducing fraud in the ITIN pro-
gram and improper payments to ITIN hold-
ers as a result, and possible administrative 

and legislative recommendations to improve 
such process. 

(2) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.—Such study 
shall include an evaluation of the following: 

(A) Possible administrative and legislative 
recommendations to reduce fraud and im-
proper payments through the use of indi-
vidual taxpayer identification numbers 
(hereinafter referred to as ‘‘ITINs’’). 

(B) If data supports an in-person initial re-
view of ITIN applications to reduce fraud and 
improper payments, the administrative and 
legislative steps needed to implement such 
an in-person initial review of ITIN applica-
tions, in conjunction with an expansion of 
the community-based certified acceptance 
agent program under subsection (c), with a 
goal of transitioning to such a program by 
2020. 

(C) Strategies for more efficient processing 
of ITIN applications. 

(D) The acceptance agent program as in ex-
istence on the date of the enactment of this 
Act and ways to expand the geographic 
availability of agents through the commu-
nity-based certified acceptance agent pro-
gram under subsection (c). 

(E) Strategies for the Internal Revenue 
Service to work with other Federal agencies, 
State and local governments, and other orga-
nizations and persons described in subsection 
(c) to encourage participation in the commu-
nity-based certified acceptance agent pro-
gram under subsection (c) to facilitate in- 
person initial review of ITIN applications. 

(F) Typical characteristics (derived from 
Form W–7 and other sources) of mail applica-
tions for ITINs as compared with typical 
characteristics of in-person applications. 

(G) Typical characteristics (derived from 
17 Form W–7 and other sources) of ITIN ap-
plications before the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice revised its application procedures in 2012 
as compared with typical characteristics of 
ITIN applications made after such revisions 
went into effect. 

(3) REPORT.—The Secretary, or the Sec-
retary’s delegate, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Finance of the Senate and the 
Committee on Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives a report detailing the 
study under paragraph (1) and its findings 
not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(4) ADMINISTRATIVE STEPS.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury shall implement any admin-
istrative steps identified by the report under 
paragraph (3) not later than 180 days after 
submitting such report. 

(e) MATHEMATICAL OR CLERICAL ERROR AU-
THORITY.—Paragraph (2) of section 6213(g) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended 
by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph 
(M), by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (N) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by 
inserting after subparagraph (N) the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(O) the inclusion on a return of an indi-
vidual taxpayer identification number issued 
under section 6109(i) which has expired, been 
revoked by the Secretary, or is otherwise in-
valid.’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to applica-
tions for individual taxpayer identification 
numbers made after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 204. PREVENTION OF RETROACTIVE CLAIMS 

OF EARNED INCOME CREDIT AFTER 
ISSUANCE OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 32(m) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘on or before the due date for 
filing the return for the taxable year’’ before 
the period at the end. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendment made by this 
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section shall apply to any return of tax, and 
any amendment or supplement to any return 
of tax, which is filed after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) EXCEPTION FOR TIMELY-FILED 2015 RE-
TURNS.—The amendment made by this sec-
tion shall not apply to any return of tax 
(other than an amendment or supplement to 
any return of tax) for any taxable year which 
includes the date of the enactment of this 
Act if such return is filed on or before the 
due date for such return of tax. 

SEC. 205. PREVENTION OF RETROACTIVE CLAIMS 
OF CHILD TAX CREDIT. 

(a) QUALIFYING CHILD IDENTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENT.—Section 24(e) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and such taxpayer identification 
number was issued on or before the due date 
for filing such return’’ before the period at 
the end. 

(b) TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—Section 24(e), as amended by sub-
section (a) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘IDENTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—No credit shall be allowed’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘IDENTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) QUALIFYING CHILD IDENTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENT.—No credit shall be allowed’’, and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—No credit shall be allowed under this 
section if the identifying number of the tax-
payer was issued after the due date for filing 
the return for the taxable year.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to any return of tax, 
and any amendment or supplement to any 
return of tax, which is filed after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(2) EXCEPTION FOR TIMELY-FILED 2015 RE-
TURNS.—The amendments made by this sec-
tion shall not apply to any return of tax 
(other than an amendment or supplement to 
any return of tax) for any taxable year which 
includes the date of the enactment of this 
Act if such return is filed on or before the 
due date for such return of tax. 

SEC. 206. PREVENTION OF RETROACTIVE CLAIMS 
OF AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY TAX 
CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 25A(i) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking paragraph (6), and 
(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 
‘‘(6) IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS.— 
‘‘(A) STUDENT.—The requirements of sub-

section (g)(1) shall not be treated as met 
with respect to the Hope Scholarship Credit 
unless the individual’s taxpayer identifica-
tion number was issued on or before the due 
date for filing the return of tax for the tax-
able year. 

‘‘(B) TAXPAYER.—No Hope Scholarship 
Credit shall be allowed under this section if 
the identifying number of the taxpayer was 
issued after the due date for filing the return 
for the taxable year.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendment made by sub-
section (a)(2) shall apply to any return of 
tax, and any amendment or supplement to 
any return of tax, which is filed after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) EXCEPTION FOR TIMELY-FILED 2015 RE-
TURNS.—The amendment made by subsection 
(a)(2) shall not apply to any return of tax 
(other than an amendment or supplement to 
any return of tax) for any taxable year which 
includes the date of the enactment of this 
Act if such return is filed on or before the 
due date for such return of tax. 

(3) REPEAL OF DEADWOOD.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a)(1) shall take effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 207. PROCEDURES TO REDUCE IMPROPER 

CLAIMS. 
(a) DUE DILIGENCE REQUIREMENTS.—Section 

6695(g) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘section 32’’and inserting 

‘‘section 24, 25A(a)(1), or 32’’, and 
(2) in the heading by inserting ‘‘CHILD TAX 

CREDIT; AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT; 
AND’’ before ‘‘EARNED INCOME CREDIT’’. 

(b) RETURN PREPARER DUE DILIGENCE 
STUDY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury, or his delegate, shall conduct a 
study of the effectiveness of tax return pre-
parer due diligence requirements for claim-
ing the earned income tax credit under sec-
tion 32 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
the child tax credit under section 24 of such 
Code, and the American opportunity tax 
credit under section 25A(i) of such Code. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Such study shall in-
clude an evaluation of the following: 

(A) The effectiveness of the questions cur-
rently asked as part of the due-diligence re-
quirement with respect to minimizing error 
and fraud. 

(B) Whether all such questions are nec-
essary and support improved compliance. 

(C) The comparative effectiveness of such 
questions relative to other means of deter-
mining (i) eligibility for these tax credits 
and (ii) the correct amount of tax credit. 

(D) Whether due diligence of this type 
should apply to other methods of tax filing 
and whether such requirements should vary 
based on the methods to increase effective-
ness. 

(E) The effectiveness of the preparer pen-
alty under section 6695(g) in enforcing the 
due diligence requirements. 

(3) REPORT.—The Secretary, or his dele-
gate, shall submit to the Committee on Ways 
and Means of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Finance of the Senate 
a report detailing the study and its find-
ings— 

(A) in the case of the portion of the study 
that relates to the earned income tax credit, 
not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, and 

(B) in the case of the portions of the study 
that relate to the child tax credit and the 
American opportunity tax credit, not later 
than 2 years after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 208. RESTRICTIONS ON TAXPAYERS WHO IM-

PROPERLY CLAIMED CREDITS IN 
PRIOR YEAR. 

(a) RESTRICTIONS.— 
(1) CHILD TAX CREDIT.—Section 24 is amend-

ed by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(g) RESTRICTIONS ON TAXPAYERS WHO IM-
PROPERLY CLAIMED CREDIT IN PRIOR YEAR.— 

‘‘(1) TAXPAYERS MAKING PRIOR FRAUDULENT 
OR RECKLESS CLAIMS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No credit shall be al-
lowed under this section for any taxable year 
in the disallowance period. 

‘‘(B) DISALLOWANCE PERIOD.—For purposes 
of subparagraph (A), the disallowance period 
is— 

‘‘(i) the period of 10 taxable years after the 
most recent taxable year for which there was 
a final determination that the taxpayer’s 
claim of credit under this section was due to 
fraud, and 

‘‘(ii) the period of 2 taxable years after the 
most recent taxable year for which there was 
a final determination that the taxpayer’s 
claim of credit under this section was due to 

reckless or intentional disregard of rules and 
regulations (but not due to fraud). 

‘‘(2) TAXPAYERS MAKING IMPROPER PRIOR 
CLAIMS.—In the case of a taxpayer who is de-
nied credit under this section for any taxable 
year as a result of the deficiency procedures 
under subchapter B of chapter 63, no credit 
shall be allowed under this section for any 
subsequent taxable year unless the taxpayer 
provides such information as the Secretary 
may require to demonstrate eligibility for 
such credit.’’. 

(2) AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT.— 
Section 25A(i), as amended by the preceding 
provisions of this Act, is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(7) RESTRICTIONS ON TAXPAYERS WHO IM-
PROPERLY CLAIMED CREDIT IN PRIOR YEAR.— 

‘‘(A) TAXPAYERS MAKING PRIOR FRAUDULENT 
OR RECKLESS CLAIMS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—No credit shall be al-
lowed under this section for any taxable year 
in the disallowance period. 

‘‘(ii) DISALLOWANCE PERIOD.—For purposes 
of clause (i), the disallowance period is— 

‘‘(I) the period of 10 taxable years after the 
most recent taxable year for which there was 
a final determination that the taxpayer’s 
claim of credit under this section was due to 
fraud, and 

‘‘(II) the period of 2 taxable years after the 
most recent taxable year for which there was 
a final determination that the taxpayer’s 
claim of credit under this section was due to 
reckless or intentional disregard of rules and 
regulations (but not due to fraud). 

‘‘(B) TAXPAYERS MAKING IMPROPER PRIOR 
CLAIMS.—In the case of a taxpayer who is de-
nied credit under this section for any taxable 
year as a result of the deficiency procedures 
under subchapter B of chapter 63, no credit 
shall be allowed under this section for any 
subsequent taxable year unless the taxpayer 
provides such information as the Secretary 
may require to demonstrate eligibility for 
such credit.’’. 

(b) MATH ERROR AUTHORITY.— 
(1) EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT.—Section 

6213(g)(2)(K) is amended by inserting before 
the comma at the end the following: ‘‘or an 
entry on the return claiming the credit 
under section 32 for a taxable year for which 
the credit is disallowed under subsection 
(k)(1) thereof’’. 

(2) AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT AND 
CHILD TAX CREDIT.—Section 6213(g)(2), as 
amended by the preceding provisions of this 
Act, is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end 
of subparagraph (N), by striking the period 
at the end of subparagraph (O), and by in-
serting after subparagraph (O) the following 
new subparagraphs: 

‘‘(P) an omission of information required 
by section 24(h)(2) or an entry on the return 
claiming the credit under section 24 for a 
taxable year for which the credit is dis-
allowed under subsection (h)(1) thereof, and 

‘‘(Q) an omission of information required 
by section 25A(i)(8)(B) or an entry on the re-
turn claiming the credit determined under 
section 25A(i) for a taxable year for which 
the credit is disallowed under paragraph 
(8)(A) thereof.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 

SEC. 209. TREATMENT OF CREDITS FOR PUR-
POSES OF CERTAIN PENALTIES. 

(a) APPLICATION OF UNDERPAYMENT PEN-
ALTIES.—Section 6664(a) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: ‘‘A rule similar 
to the rule of section 6211(b)(4) shall apply 
for purposes of this subsection.’’. 

(b) PENALTY FOR ERRONEOUS CLAIM OF 
CREDIT MADE APPLICABLE TO EARNED INCOME 
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CREDIT.—Section 6676(a) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘(other than a claim for a refund or cred-
it relating to the earned income credit under 
section 32)’’. 

(c) REASONABLE CAUSE EXCEPTION FOR ER-
RONEOUS CLAIM FOR REFUND OR CREDIT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6676(a) is amended 
by striking ‘‘has a reasonable basis’’ and in-
serting ‘‘is due to reasonable cause’’. 

(2) NONECONOMIC SUBSTANCE TRANS-
ACTIONS.—Section 6676(c) is amended by 
striking ‘‘having a reasonable basis’’ and in-
serting ‘‘due to reasonable cause’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) UNDERPAYMENT PENALTIES.—The 

amendment made by subsection (a) shall 
apply to— 

(A) returns filed after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and 

(B) returns filed on or before such date if 
the period specified in section 6501 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 for assessment of 
the taxes with respect to which such return 
relates has not expired as of such date. 

(2) PENALTY FOR ERRONEOUS CLAIM OF CRED-
IT.—The amendment made by subsection (b) 
shall apply to claims filed after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 210. INCREASE THE PENALTY APPLICABLE 

TO PAID TAX PREPARERS WHO EN-
GAGE IN WILLFUL OR RECKLESS 
CONDUCT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6694(b)(1)(B) is 
amended by striking ‘‘50 percent’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘75 percent’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to returns 
prepared for taxable years ending after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 211. EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

REQUIRED FOR AMERICAN OPPOR-
TUNITY TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 25A(i)(6), as 
added by this Act, is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) INSTITUTION.—No Hope Scholarship 
Credit shall be allowed under this section un-
less the taxpayer includes the employer 
identification number of any institution to 
which qualified tuition and related expenses 
were paid with respect to the individual.’’. 

(b) INFORMATION REPORTING.—Section 
6050S(b)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end of subparagraph (B), by redesig-
nating subparagraph (C) as subparagraph (D), 
and by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) the employer identification number of 
the institution, and’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) SUBSECTION (a).—The amendments made 

by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2015. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to expenses paid 
after December 31, 2015, for education fur-
nished in academic periods beginning after 
such date. 
SEC. 212. HIGHER EDUCATION INFORMATION RE-

PORTING ONLY TO INCLUDE QUALI-
FIED TUITION AND RELATED EX-
PENSES ACTUALLY PAID. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6050S(b)(2)(B)(i) is 
amended by striking ‘‘or the aggregate 
amount billed’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (b) shall apply to ex-
penses paid after December 31, 2015, for edu-
cation furnished in academic periods begin-
ning after such date. 

TITLE III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Family Tax Relief 

SEC. 301. EXCLUSION FOR AMOUNTS RECEIVED 
UNDER THE WORK COLLEGES PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
117(c) is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end 

of subparagraph (A), by striking the period 
at the end of subparagraph (B) and inserting 
‘‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) a comprehensive student work-learn-
ing-service program (as defined in section 
448(e) of the Higher Education Act of 1965) 
operated by a work college (as defined in 
such section).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 
received in taxable years beginning after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 302. IMPROVEMENTS TO SECTION 529 AC-

COUNTS. 
(a) COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT 

PERMANENTLY ALLOWED AS A QUALIFIED 
HIGHER EDUCATION EXPENSE FOR SECTION 529 
ACCOUNTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 529(e)(3)(A)(iii) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(iii) expenses for the purchase of com-
puter or peripheral equipment (as defined in 
section 168(i)(2)(B)), computer software (as 
defined in section 197(e)(3)(B)), or Internet 
access and related services, if such equip-
ment, software, or services are to be used 
primarily by the beneficiary during any of 
the years the beneficiary is enrolled at an el-
igible educational institution.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2014. 

(b) ELIMINATION OF DISTRIBUTION AGGREGA-
TION REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 529(c)(3) is amend-
ed by striking subparagraph (D). 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to dis-
tributions after December 31, 2014. 

(c) RECONTRIBUTION OF REFUNDED 
AMOUNTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 529(c)(3), as 
amended by subsection (b), is amended by 
adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(D) SPECIAL RULE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
REFUNDED AMOUNTS.—In the case of a bene-
ficiary who receives a refund of any qualified 
higher education expenses from an eligible 
educational institution, subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to that portion of any dis-
tribution for the taxable year which is re-
contributed to a qualified tuition program of 
which such individual is a beneficiary, but 
only to the extent such recontribution is 
made not later than 60 days after the date of 
such refund and does not exceed the refunded 
amount.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by 

this subsection shall apply with respect to 
refunds of qualified higher education ex-
penses after December 31, 2014. 

(B) TRANSITION RULE.—In the case of a re-
fund of qualified higher education expenses 
received after December 31, 2014, and before 
the date of the enactment of this Act, sec-
tion 529(c)(3)(D) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 (as added by this subsection) shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘not later than 60 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
subparagraph’’ for ‘‘not later than 60 days 
after the date of such refund’’. 
SEC. 303. ELIMINATION OF RESIDENCY REQUIRE-

MENT FOR QUALIFIED ABLE PRO-
GRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 529A(b)(1) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (C), by in-
serting ‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph 
(B), and by redesignating subparagraph (D) 
as subparagraph (C). 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) The second sentence of section 

529A(d)(3) is amended by striking ‘‘and State 
of residence’’. 

(2) Section 529A(e) is amended by striking 
paragraph (7). 

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 529A(d)(4) is amended by strik-

ing ‘‘section 4’’ and inserting ‘‘section 103’’. 
(2) Section 529A(c)(1)(C)(i) is amended by 

striking ‘‘family member’’ and inserting 
‘‘member of the family’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 304. EXCLUSION FOR WRONGFULLY INCAR-

CERATED INDIVIDUALS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part III of subchapter B 

of chapter 1 is amended by inserting before 
section 140 the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 139F. CERTAIN AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY 

WRONGFULLY INCARCERATED INDI-
VIDUALS. 

‘‘(a) EXCLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME.—In 
the case of any wrongfully incarcerated indi-
vidual, gross income shall not include any 
civil damages, restitution, or other mone-
tary award (including compensatory or stat-
utory damages and restitution imposed in a 
criminal matter) relating to the incarcer-
ation of such individual for the covered of-
fense for which such individual was con-
victed. 

‘‘(b) WRONGFULLY INCARCERATED INDI-
VIDUAL.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘wrongfully incarcerated individual’ 
means an individual— 

‘‘(1) who was convicted of a covered of-
fense, 

‘‘(2) who served all or part of a sentence of 
imprisonment relating to that covered of-
fense, and 

‘‘(3)(A) who was pardoned, granted clem-
ency, or granted amnesty for that covered 
offense because that individual was innocent 
of that covered offense, or 

‘‘(B)(i) for whom the judgment of convic-
tion for that covered offense was reversed or 
vacated, and 

‘‘(ii) for whom the indictment, informa-
tion, or other accusatory instrument for that 
covered offense was dismissed or who was 
found not guilty at a new trial after the 
judgment of conviction for that covered of-
fense was reversed or vacated. 

‘‘(c) COVERED OFFENSE.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘covered offense’ 
means any criminal offense under Federal or 
State law, and includes any criminal offense 
arising from the same course of conduct as 
that criminal offense.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part III of subchapter B of chap-
ter 1 is amended by inserting after the item 
relating to section 139E the following new 
item: 
‘‘Sec. 139F. Certain amounts received by 

wrongfully incarcerated indi-
viduals.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning before, on, or after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(d) WAIVER OF LIMITATIONS.—If the credit 
or refund of any overpayment of tax result-
ing from the application of this Act to a pe-
riod before the date of enactment of this Act 
is prevented as of such date by the operation 
of any law or rule of law (including res judi-
cata), such credit or refund may nevertheless 
be allowed or made if the claim therefor is 
filed before the close of the 1-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 305. CLARIFICATION OF SPECIAL RULE FOR 

CERTAIN GOVERNMENTAL PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 

105(j) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘the taxpayer’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘a qualified taxpayer’’, and 
(2) by striking ‘‘deceased plan participant’s 

beneficiary’’ and inserting ‘‘deceased em-
ployee’s beneficiary (other than an indi-
vidual described in paragraph (3)(B))’’. 
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(b) QUALIFIED TAXPAYER.—Subsection (j) of 

section 105 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) QUALIFIED TAXPAYER.—For purposes of 
paragraph (1), with respect to an accident or 
health plan described in paragraph (2), the 
term ‘qualified taxpayer’ means a taxpayer 
who is— 

‘‘(A) an employee, or 
‘‘(B) the spouse, dependent (as defined for 

purposes of subsection (b)), or child (as de-
fined for purposes of such subsection) of an 
employee.’’. 

(c) APPLICATION TO POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 
OF STATES.—Paragraph (2) of section 105(j) is 
amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘or established by or on be-
half of a State or political subdivision there-
of’’ after ‘‘public retirement system’’, and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘or 501(c)(9)’’ after ‘‘section 
115’’ in subparagraph (B). 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to payments 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 306. ROLLOVERS PERMITTED FROM OTHER 
RETIREMENT PLANS INTO SIMPLE 
RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 408(p)(1)(B) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘except in the case of 
a rollover contribution described in sub-
section (d)(3)(G) or a rollover contribution 
otherwise described in subsection (d)(3) or in 
section 402(c), 403(a)(4), 403(b)(8), or 457(e)(16), 
which is made after the 2-year period de-
scribed in section 72(t)(6),’’ before ‘‘with re-
spect to which the only contributions al-
lowed’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 307. TECHNICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO 
ROLLOVER OF CERTAIN AIRLINE 
PAYMENT AMOUNTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1106(a) of the 
FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 
(26 U.S.C. 408 note) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN AIRLINE 
PAYMENT AMOUNTS.—In the case of any 
amount which became an airline payment 
amount by reason of the amendments made 
by section 1(b) of Public Law 113–243 (26 
U.S.C. 408 note), paragraph (1) shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘(or, if later, within the 
period beginning on December 18, 2014, and 
ending on the date which is 180 days after the 
date of enactment of the Protecting Ameri-
cans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015)’ for ‘(or, if 
later, within 180 days of the date of the en-
actment of this Act)’.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in Public Law 113–243 (26 U.S.C. 408 
note). 

SEC. 308. TREATMENT OF EARLY RETIREMENT 
DISTRIBUTIONS FOR NUCLEAR MA-
TERIALS COURIERS, UNITED STATES 
CAPITOL POLICE, SUPREME COURT 
POLICE, AND DIPLOMATIC SECURITY 
SPECIAL AGENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 72(t)(10)(B)(ii), as 
added by Public Law 114–26, is amended by 
striking ‘‘or any’’ and inserting ‘‘any’’ and 
by inserting before the period at the end the 
following: ‘‘, any nuclear materials courier 
described in section 8331(27) or 8401(33) of 
such title, any member of the United States 
Capitol Police, any member of the Supreme 
Court Police, or any diplomatic security spe-
cial agent of the Department of State’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions after December 31, 2015. 

SEC. 309. PREVENTION OF EXTENSION OF TAX 
COLLECTION PERIOD FOR MEMBERS 
OF THE ARMED FORCES WHO ARE 
HOSPITALIZED AS A RESULT OF 
COMBAT ZONE INJURIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7508(e) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) COLLECTION PERIOD AFTER ASSESSMENT 
NOT EXTENDED AS A RESULT OF HOSPITALIZA-
TION.—With respect to any period of contin-
uous qualified hospitalization described in 
subsection (a) and the next 180 days there-
after, subsection (a) shall not apply in the 
application of section 6502.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxes as-
sessed before, on, or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

Subtitle B—Real Estate Investment Trusts 
SEC. 311. RESTRICTION ON TAX-FREE SPINOFFS 

INVOLVING REITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 355 is amended by 

adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(h) RESTRICTION ON DISTRIBUTIONS INVOLV-
ING REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT TRUSTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—This section (and so 
much of section 356 as relates to this section) 
shall not apply to any distribution if either 
the distributing corporation or controlled 
corporation is a real estate investment trust. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS FOR CERTAIN SPINOFFS.— 
‘‘(A) SPINOFFS OF A REAL ESTATE INVEST-

MENT TRUST BY ANOTHER REAL ESTATE INVEST-
MENT TRUST.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply 
to any distribution if, immediately after the 
distribution, the distributing corporation 
and the controlled corporation are both real 
estate investment trusts. 

‘‘(B) SPINOFFS OF CERTAIN TAXABLE REIT 
SUBSIDIARIES.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply 
to any distribution if— 

‘‘(i) the distributing corporation has been a 
real estate investment trust at all times dur-
ing the 3-year period ending on the date of 
such distribution, 

‘‘(ii) the controlled corporation has been a 
taxable REIT subsidiary (as defined in sec-
tion 856(l)) of the distributing corporation at 
all times during such period, and 

‘‘(iii) the distributing corporation had con-
trol (as defined in section 368(c) applied by 
taking into account stock owned directly or 
indirectly, including through one or more 
corporations or partnerships, by the distrib-
uting corporation) of the controlled corpora-
tion at all times during such period. 
A controlled corporation will be treated as 
meeting the requirements of clauses (ii) and 
(iii) if the stock of such corporation was dis-
tributed by a taxable REIT subsidiary in a 
transaction to which this section (or so 
much of section 356 as relates to this section) 
applies and the assets of such corporation 
consist solely of the stock or assets of assets 
held by one or more taxable REIT subsidi-
aries of the distributing corporation meeting 
the requirements of clauses (ii) and (iii). For 
purposes of clause (iii), control of a partner-
ship means ownership of 80 percent of the 
profits interest and 80 percent of the capital 
interests.’’. 

(b) PREVENTION OF REIT ELECTION FOL-
LOWING TAX-FREE SPIN OFF.—Section 856(c) is 
amended by redesignating paragraph (8) as 
paragraph (9) and by inserting after para-
graph (7) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) ELECTION AFTER TAX-FREE REORGANIZA-
TION.—If a corporation was a distributing 
corporation or a controlled corporation 
(other than a controlled corporation with re-
spect to a distribution described in section 
355(h)(2)(A)) with respect to any distribution 
to which section 355 (or so much of section 
356 as relates to section 355) applied, such 
corporation (and any successor corporation) 
shall not be eligible to make any election 

under paragraph (1) for any taxable year be-
ginning before the end of the 10-year period 
beginning on the date of such distribution.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions on or after December 7, 2015, but shall 
not apply to any distribution pursuant to a 
transaction described in a ruling request ini-
tially submitted to the Internal Revenue 
Service on or before such date, which request 
has not been withdrawn and with respect to 
which a ruling has not been issued or denied 
in its entirety as of such date. 
SEC. 312. REDUCTION IN PERCENTAGE LIMITA-

TION ON ASSETS OF REIT WHICH 
MAY BE TAXABLE REIT SUBSIDI-
ARIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 856(c)(4)(B)(ii) is 
amended by striking ‘‘25 percent’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘20 percent’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2017. 
SEC. 313. PROHIBITED TRANSACTION SAFE HAR-

BORS. 
(a) ALTERNATIVE 3–YEAR AVERAGING TEST 

FOR PERCENTAGE OF ASSETS THAT CAN BE 
SOLD ANNUALLY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause (iii) of section 
857(b)(6)(C) is amended by inserting before 
the semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘, or 
(IV) the trust satisfies the requirements of 
subclause (II) applied by substituting ‘20 per-
cent’ for ‘10 percent’ and the 3-year average 
adjusted bases percentage for the taxable 
year (as defined in subparagraph (G)) does 
not exceed 10 percent, or (V) the trust satis-
fies the requirements of subclause (III) ap-
plied by substituting ‘20 percent’ for ‘10 per-
cent’ and the 3-year average fair market 
value percentage for the taxable year (as de-
fined in subparagraph (H)) does not exceed 10 
percent’’. 

(2) 3-YEAR AVERAGE ADJUSTED BASES AND 
FAIR MARKET VALUE PERCENTAGES.—Para-
graph (6) of section 857(b) is amended by re-
designating subparagraphs (G) and (H) as 
subparagraphs (I) and (J), respectively, and 
by inserting after subparagraph (F) the fol-
lowing new subparagraphs: 

‘‘(G) 3-YEAR AVERAGE ADJUSTED BASES PER-
CENTAGE.—The term ‘3-year average adjusted 
bases percentage’ means, with respect to any 
taxable year, the ratio (expressed as a per-
centage) of— 

‘‘(i) the aggregate adjusted bases (as deter-
mined for purposes of computing earnings 
and profits) of property (other than sales of 
foreclosure property or sales to which sec-
tion 1033 applies) sold during the 3 taxable 
year period ending with such taxable year, 
divided by 

‘‘(ii) the sum of the aggregate adjusted 
bases (as so determined) of all of the assets 
of the trust as of the beginning of each of the 
3 taxable years which are part of the period 
referred to in clause (i). 

‘‘(H) 3-YEAR AVERAGE FAIR MARKET VALUE 
PERCENTAGE.—The term ‘3-year average fair 
market value percentage’ means, with re-
spect to any taxable year, the ratio (ex-
pressed as a percentage) of— 

‘‘(i) the fair market value of property 
(other than sales of foreclosure property or 
sales to which section 1033 applies) sold dur-
ing the 3 taxable year period ending with 
such taxable year, divided by 

‘‘(ii) the sum of the fair market value of all 
of the assets of the trust as of the beginning 
of each of the 3 taxable years which are part 
of the period referred to in clause (i).’’. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Clause (iv) 
of section 857(b)(6)(D) is amended by adding 
‘‘or’’ at the end of subclause (III) and by add-
ing at the end the following new subclauses: 

‘‘(IV) the trust satisfies the requirements 
of subclause (II) applied by substituting ‘20 
percent’ for ‘10 percent’ and the 3-year aver-
age adjusted bases percentage for the taxable 
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year (as defined in subparagraph (G)) does 
not exceed 10 percent, or 

‘‘(V) the trust satisfies the requirements of 
subclause (III) applied by substituting ‘20 
percent’ for ‘10 percent’ and the 3-year aver-
age fair market value percentage for the tax-
able year (as defined in subparagraph (H)) 
does not exceed 10 percent,’’. 

(b) APPLICATION OF SAFE HARBORS INDE-
PENDENT OF DETERMINATION WHETHER REAL 
ESTATE ASSET IS INVENTORY PROPERTY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraphs (C) and (D) 
of section 857(b)(6) are each amended by 
striking ‘‘and which is described in section 
1221(a)(1)’’ in the matter preceding clause (i). 

(2) NO INFERENCE FROM SAFE HARBORS.— 
Subparagraph (F) of section 857(b)(6) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(F) NO INFERENCE WITH RESPECT TO TREAT-
MENT AS INVENTORY PROPERTY.—The deter-
mination of whether property is described in 
section 1221(a)(1) shall be made without re-
gard to this paragraph.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(2) APPLICATION OF SAFE HARBORS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the amendments made by 
subsection (b) shall take effect as if included 
in section 3051 of the Housing Assistance Tax 
Act of 2008. 

(B) RETROACTIVE APPLICATION OF NO INFER-
ENCE NOT APPLICABLE TO CERTAIN TIMBER 
PROPERTY PREVIOUSLY TREATED AS NOT INVEN-
TORY PROPERTY.—The amendment made by 
subsection (b)(2) shall not apply to any sale 
of property to which section 857(b)(6)(G) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as in ef-
fect on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act) applies. 
SEC. 314. REPEAL OF PREFERENTIAL DIVIDEND 

RULE FOR PUBLICLY OFFERED 
REITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 562(c) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘or a publicly offered REIT’’ 
after ‘‘a publicly offered regulated invest-
ment company (as defined in section 
67(c)(2)(B))’’. 

(b) PUBLICLY OFFERED REIT.—Section 
562(c), as amended by subsection (a), is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Except in the case of’’ and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except in the case of’’, 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) PUBLICLY OFFERED REIT.—For purposes 
of this subsection, the term ‘publicly offered 
REIT’ means a real estate investment trust 
which is required to file annual and periodic 
reports with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission under the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions in taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2014. 
SEC. 315. AUTHORITY FOR ALTERNATIVE REM-

EDIES TO ADDRESS CERTAIN REIT 
DISTRIBUTION FAILURES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (e) of section 
562 is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘In the case of a real estate 
investment trust’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) DETERMINATION OF EARNINGS AND PROF-
ITS FOR PURPOSES OF DIVIDENDS PAID DEDUC-
TION.—In the case of a real estate investment 
trust’’, and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE 
REMEDIES FOR CERTAIN FAILURES.—In the case 
of a failure of a distribution by a real estate 

investment trust to comply with the require-
ments of subsection (c), the Secretary may 
provide an appropriate remedy to cure such 
failure in lieu of not considering the dis-
tribution to be a dividend for purposes of 
computing the dividends paid deduction if— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary determines that such 
failure is inadvertent or is due to reasonable 
cause and not due to willful neglect, or 

‘‘(B) such failure is of a type of failure 
which the Secretary has identified for pur-
poses of this paragraph as being described in 
subparagraph (A).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions in taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2015. 
SEC. 316. LIMITATIONS ON DESIGNATION OF 

DIVIDENDS BY REITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 857 is amended by 

redesignating subsection (g) as subsection 
(h) and by inserting after subsection (f) the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(g) LIMITATIONS ON DESIGNATION OF DIVI-
DENDS.— 

‘‘(1) OVERALL LIMITATION.—The aggregate 
amount of dividends designated by a real es-
tate investment trust under subsections 
(b)(3)(C) and (c)(2)(A) with respect to any 
taxable year may not exceed the dividends 
paid by such trust with respect to such year. 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, divi-
dends paid after the close of the taxable year 
described in section 858 shall be treated as 
paid with respect to such year. 

‘‘(2) PROPORTIONALITY.—The Secretary may 
prescribe regulations or other guidance re-
quiring the proportionality of the designa-
tion of particular types of dividends among 
shares or beneficial interests of a real estate 
investment trust.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions in taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2015. 
SEC. 317. DEBT INSTRUMENTS OF PUBLICLY OF-

FERED REITS AND MORTGAGES 
TREATED AS REAL ESTATE ASSETS. 

(a) DEBT INSTRUMENTS OF PUBLICLY OF-
FERED REITS TREATED AS REAL ESTATE AS-
SETS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 856(c)(5) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘and shares’’ and inserting 
‘‘, shares’’, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘, and debt instruments 
issued by publicly offered REITs’’ before the 
period at the end of the first sentence. 

(2) INCOME FROM NONQUALIFIED DEBT IN-
STRUMENTS OF PUBLICLY OFFERED REITS NOT 
QUALIFIED FOR PURPOSES OF SATISFYING THE 75 
PERCENT GROSS INCOME TEST.—Subparagraph 
(H) of section 856(c)(3) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘(other than a nonqualified publicly of-
fered REIT debt instrument)’’ after ‘‘real es-
tate asset’’. 

(3) 25 PERCENT ASSET LIMITATION ON HOLD-
ING OF NONQUALIFIED DEBT INSTRUMENTS OF 
PUBLICLY OFFERED REITS.—Subparagraph (B) 
of section 856(c)(4) is amended by redesig-
nating clause (iii) as clause (iv) and by in-
serting after clause (ii) the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(iii) not more than 25 percent of the value 
of its total assets is represented by non-
qualified publicly offered REIT debt instru-
ments, and’’. 

(4) DEFINITIONS RELATED TO DEBT INSTRU-
MENTS OF PUBLICLY OFFERED REITS.—Para-
graph (5) of section 856(c) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(L) DEFINITIONS RELATED TO DEBT INSTRU-
MENTS OF PUBLICLY OFFERED REITS.— 

‘‘(i) PUBLICLY OFFERED REIT.—The term 
‘publicly offered REIT’ has the meaning 
given such term by section 562(c)(2). 

‘‘(ii) NONQUALIFIED PUBLICLY OFFERED REIT 
DEBT INSTRUMENT.—The term ‘nonqualified 
publicly offered REIT debt instrument’ 
means any real estate asset which would 
cease to be a real estate asset if subpara-
graph (B) were applied without regard to the 
reference to ‘debt instruments issued by pub-
licly offered REITs’.’’. 

(b) INTERESTS IN MORTGAGES ON INTERESTS 
IN REAL PROPERTY TREATED AS REAL ESTATE 
ASSETS.—Subparagraph (B) of section 
856(c)(5) is amended by inserting ‘‘or on in-
terests in real property’’ after ‘‘interests in 
mortgages on real property’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 318. ASSET AND INCOME TEST CLARIFICA-

TION REGARDING ANCILLARY PER-
SONAL PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 
856, as amended by the preceding provisions 
of this Act, is amended by redesignating 
paragraph (9) as paragraph (10) and by insert-
ing after paragraph (8) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(9) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN PERSONAL 
PROPERTY WHICH IS ANCILLARY TO REAL PROP-
ERTY.— 

‘‘(A) CERTAIN PERSONAL PROPERTY LEASED 
IN CONNECTION WITH REAL PROPERTY.—Per-
sonal property shall be treated as a real es-
tate asset for purposes of paragraph (4)(A) to 
the extent that rents attributable to such 
personal property are treated as rents from 
real property under subsection (d)(1)(C). 

‘‘(B) CERTAIN PERSONAL PROPERTY MORT-
GAGED IN CONNECTION WITH REAL PROPERTY.— 
In the case of an obligation secured by a 
mortgage on both real property and personal 
property, if the fair market value of such 
personal property does not exceed 15 percent 
of the total fair market value of all such 
property, such obligation shall be treated— 

‘‘(i) for purposes of paragraph (3)(B), as an 
obligation described therein, and 

‘‘(ii) for purposes of paragraph (4)(A), as a 
real estate asset. 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, the 
fair market value of all such property shall 
be determined in the same manner as the 
fair market value of real property is deter-
mined for purposes of apportioning interest 
income between real property and personal 
property under paragraph (3)(B).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 319. HEDGING PROVISIONS. 

(a) MODIFICATION TO PERMIT THE TERMI-
NATION OF A HEDGING TRANSACTION USING AN 
ADDITIONAL HEDGING INSTRUMENT.—Subpara-
graph (G) of section 856(c)(5) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause (i), by 
striking the period at the end of clause (ii) 
and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by adding at the 
end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iii) if— 
‘‘(I) a real estate investment trust enters 

into one or more positions described in 
clause (i) with respect to indebtedness de-
scribed in clause (i) or one or more positions 
described in clause (ii) with respect to prop-
erty which generates income or gain de-
scribed in paragraph (2) or (3), 

‘‘(II) any portion of such indebtedness is 
extinguished or any portion of such property 
is disposed of, and 

‘‘(III) in connection with such extinguish-
ment or disposition, such trust enters into 
one or more transactions which would be 
hedging transactions described in clause (ii) 
or (iii) of section 1221(b)(2)(A) with respect to 
any position referred to in subclause (I) if 
such position were ordinary property, 
any income of such trust from any position 
referred to in subclause (I) and from any 
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transaction referred to in subclause (III) (in-
cluding gain from the termination of any 
such position or transaction) shall not con-
stitute gross income under paragraphs (2) 
and (3) to the extent that such transaction 
hedges such position.’’. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (G) of sec-

tion 856(c)(5), as amended by subsection (a), 
is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of 
clause (ii), by striking the period at the end 
of clause (iii) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by 
adding at the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) shall not 
apply with respect to any transaction unless 
such transaction satisfies the identification 
requirement described in section 1221(a)(7) 
(determined after taking into account any 
curative provisions provided under the regu-
lations referred to therein).’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Subpara-
graph (G) of section 856(c)(5) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘which is clearly identified 
pursuant to section 1221(a)(7)’’ in clause (i), 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘, but only if such trans-
action is clearly identified as such before the 
close of the day on which it was acquired, 
originated, or entered into (or such other 
time as the Secretary may prescribe)’’ in 
clause (ii). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 320. MODIFICATION OF REIT EARNINGS AND 

PROFITS CALCULATION TO AVOID 
DUPLICATE TAXATION. 

(a) EARNINGS AND PROFITS NOT INCREASED 
BY AMOUNTS ALLOWED IN COMPUTING TAXABLE 
INCOME IN PRIOR YEARS.—Section 857(d) is 
amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The earnings and profits 
of a real estate investment trust for any tax-
able year (but not its accumulated earnings) 
shall not be reduced by any amount which— 

‘‘(A) is not allowable in computing its tax-
able income for such taxable year, and 

‘‘(B) was not allowable in computing its 
taxable income for any prior taxable year.’’, 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(4) REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT TRUST.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘real 
estate investment trust’ includes a domestic 
corporation, trust, or association which is a 
real estate investment trust determined 
without regard to the requirements of sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR DETERMINING EARN-
INGS AND PROFITS FOR PURPOSES OF THE DE-
DUCTION FOR DIVIDENDS PAID.—For special 
rules for determining the earnings and prof-
its of a real estate investment trust for pur-
poses of the deduction for dividends paid, see 
section 562(e)(1).’’. 

(b) EXCEPTION FOR PURPOSES OF DETER-
MINING DIVIDENDS PAID DEDUCTION.—Section 
562(e)(1), as amended by the preceding provi-
sions of this Act, is amended by striking ‘‘de-
duction, the earnings’’ and all that follows 
and inserting the following: ‘‘deduction— 

‘‘(A) the earnings and profits of such trust 
for any taxable year (but not its accumu-
lated earnings) shall be increased by the 
amount of gain (if any) on the sale or ex-
change of real property which is taken into 
account in determining the taxable income 
of such trust for such taxable year (and not 
otherwise taken into account in determining 
such earnings and profits), and 

‘‘(B) section 857(d)(1) shall be applied with-
out regard to subparagraph (B) thereof.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 

SEC. 321. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN SERVICES 
PROVIDED BY TAXABLE REIT SUB-
SIDIARIES. 

(a) TAXABLE REIT SUBSIDIARIES TREATED 
IN SAME MANNER AS INDEPENDENT CONTRAC-
TORS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.— 

(1) MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT EXPENSES 
UNDER RENTAL PROPERTY SAFE HARBOR.— 
Clause (v) of section 857(b)(6)(C) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘or a taxable REIT subsidiary’’ 
before the period at the end. 

(2) MARKETING EXPENSES UNDER TIMBER 
SAFE HARBOR.—Clause (v) of section 
857(b)(6)(D) is amended by striking ‘‘, in the 
case of a sale on or before the termination 
date,’’. 

(3) FORECLOSURE PROPERTY GRACE PERIOD.— 
Subparagraph (C) of section 856(e)(4) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or through a taxable 
REIT subsidiary’’ after ‘‘receive any in-
come’’. 

(b) TAX ON REDETERMINED TRS SERVICE IN-
COME.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 857(b)(7) is amended by striking ‘‘and ex-
cess interest’’ and inserting ‘‘excess interest, 
and redetermined TRS service income’’. 

(2) REDETERMINED TRS SERVICE INCOME.— 
Paragraph (7) of section 857(b) is amended by 
redesignating subparagraphs (E) and (F) as 
subparagraphs (F) and (G), respectively, and 
inserting after subparagraph (D) the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) REDETERMINED TRS SERVICE INCOME.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘redetermined 

TRS service income’ means gross income of 
a taxable REIT subsidiary of a real estate in-
vestment trust attributable to services pro-
vided to, or on behalf of, such trust (less de-
ductions properly allocable thereto) to the 
extent the amount of such income (less such 
deductions) would (but for subparagraph (F)) 
be increased on distribution, apportionment, 
or allocation under section 482. 

‘‘(ii) COORDINATION WITH REDETERMINED 
RENTS.—Clause (i) shall not apply with re-
spect to gross income attributable to serv-
ices furnished or rendered to a tenant of the 
real estate investment trust (or to deduc-
tions properly allocable thereto).’’. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Subpara-
graphs (B)(i) and (C) of section 857(b)(7) are 
each amended by striking ‘‘subparagraph 
(E)’’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (F)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 322. EXCEPTION FROM FIRPTA FOR CER-

TAIN STOCK OF REITS. 
(a) MODIFICATIONS OF OWNERSHIP RULES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 897 is amended by 

adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(k) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO REAL ES-
TATE INVESTMENT TRUSTS.— 

‘‘(1) INCREASE IN PERCENTAGE OWNERSHIP 
FOR EXCEPTIONS FOR PERSONS HOLDING PUB-
LICLY TRADED STOCK.— 

‘‘(A) DISPOSITIONS.—In the case of any dis-
position of stock in a real estate investment 
trust, paragraphs (3) and (6)(C) of subsection 
(c) shall each be applied by substituting 
‘more than 10 percent’ for ‘more than 5 per-
cent’. 

‘‘(B) DISTRIBUTIONS.—In the case of any 
distribution from a real estate investment 
trust, subsection (h)(1) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘10 percent’ for ‘5 percent’. 

‘‘(2) STOCK HELD BY QUALIFIED SHARE-
HOLDERS NOT TREATED AS USRPI.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B)— 

‘‘(i) stock of a real estate investment trust 
which is held directly (or indirectly through 
1 or more partnerships) by a qualified share-
holder shall not be treated as a United 
States real property interest, and 

‘‘(ii) notwithstanding subsection (h)(1), any 
distribution to a qualified shareholder shall 

not be treated as gain recognized from the 
sale or exchange of a United States real 
property interest to the extent the stock of 
the real estate investment trust held by such 
qualified shareholder is not treated as a 
United States real property interest under 
clause (i). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—In the case of a qualified 
shareholder with 1 or more applicable inves-
tors— 

‘‘(i) subparagraph (A)(i) shall not apply to 
so much of the stock of a real estate invest-
ment trust held by a qualified shareholder as 
bears the same ratio to the value of the in-
terests (other than interests held solely as a 
creditor) held by such applicable investors in 
the qualified shareholder bears to value of 
all interests (other than interests held solely 
as a creditor) in the qualified shareholder, 
and 

‘‘(ii) a percentage equal to the ratio deter-
mined under clause (i) of the amounts real-
ized by the qualified shareholder with re-
spect to any disposition of stock in the real 
estate investment trust or with respect to 
any distribution from the real estate invest-
ment trust attributable to gain from sales or 
exchanges of a United States real property 
interest shall be treated as amounts realized 
from the disposition of United States real 
property interests. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN DISTRIBU-
TIONS TREATED AS SALE OR EXCHANGE.—If a 
distribution by a real estate investment 
trust is treated as a sale or exchange of 
stock under section 301(c)(3), 302, or 331 with 
respect to a qualified shareholder— 

‘‘(i) in the case of an applicable investor, 
subparagraph (B) shall apply with respect to 
such distribution, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of any other person, such 
distribution shall be treated under section 
857(b)(3)(F) as a dividend from a real estate 
investment trust notwithstanding any other 
provision of this title. 

‘‘(D) APPLICABLE INVESTOR.—For purposes 
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable inves-
tor’ means, with respect to any qualified 
shareholder holding stock in a real estate in-
vestment trust, a person (other than a quali-
fied shareholder) which— 

‘‘(i) holds an interest (other than an inter-
est solely as a creditor) in such qualified 
shareholder, and 

‘‘(ii) holds more than 10 percent of the 
stock of such real estate investment trust 
(whether or not by reason of the person’s 
ownership interest in the qualified share-
holder). 

‘‘(E) CONSTRUCTIVE OWNERSHIP RULES.—For 
purposes of subparagraphs (B)(i) and (C) and 
paragraph (4), the constructive ownership 
rules under subsection (c)(6)(C) shall apply. 

‘‘(3) QUALIFIED SHAREHOLDER.—For pur-
poses of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
shareholder’ means a foreign person which— 

‘‘(i)(I) is eligible for benefits of a com-
prehensive income tax treaty with the 
United States which includes an exchange of 
information program and the principal class 
of interests of which is listed and regularly 
traded on 1 or more recognized stock ex-
changes (as defined in such comprehensive 
income tax treaty), or 

‘‘(II) is a foreign partnership that is cre-
ated or organized under foreign law as a lim-
ited partnership in a jurisdiction that has an 
agreement for the exchange of information 
with respect to taxes with the United States 
and has a class of limited partnership units 
which is regularly traded on the New York 
Stock Exchange or Nasdaq Stock Market 
and such class of limited partnership units 
value is greater than 50 percent of the value 
of all the partnership units, 

‘‘(ii) is a qualified collective investment 
vehicle, and 
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‘‘(iii) maintains records on the identity of 

each person who, at any time during the for-
eign person’s taxable year, holds directly 5 
percent or more of the class of interest de-
scribed in subclause (I) or (II) of clause (i), as 
the case may be. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED COLLECTIVE INVESTMENT VE-
HICLE.—For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘qualified collective investment vehi-
cle’ means a foreign person— 

‘‘(i) which, under the comprehensive in-
come tax treaty described in subparagraph 
(A)(i), is eligible for a reduced rate of with-
holding with respect to ordinary dividends 
paid by a real estate investment trust even if 
such person holds more than 10 percent of 
the stock of such real estate investment 
trust, 

‘‘(ii) which— 
‘‘(I) is a publicly traded partnership (as de-

fined in section 7704(b)) to which subsection 
(a) of section 7704 does not apply, 

‘‘(II) is a withholding foreign partnership 
for purposes of chapters 3, 4, and 61, 

‘‘(III) if such foreign partnership were a 
United States corporation, would be a United 
States real property holding corporation (de-
termined without regard to paragraph (1)) at 
any time during the 5-year period ending on 
the date of disposition of, or distribution 
with respect to, such partnership’s interests 
in a real estate investment trust, or 

‘‘(iii) which is designated as a qualified col-
lective investment vehicle by the Secretary 
and is either— 

‘‘(I) fiscally transparent within the mean-
ing of section 894, or 

‘‘(II) required to include dividends in its 
gross income, but entitled to a deduction for 
distributions to persons holding interests 
(other than interests solely as a creditor) in 
such foreign person. 

‘‘(4) PARTNERSHIP ALLOCATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of this 

subsection, in the case of an applicable in-
vestor who is a nonresident alien individual 
or a foreign corporation and is a partner in 
a partnership that is a qualified shareholder, 
if such partner’s proportionate share of 
USRPI gain for the taxable year exceeds 
such partner’s distributive share of USRPI 
gain for the taxable year, then 

‘‘(i) such partner’s distributive share of the 
amount of gain taken into account under 
subsection (a)(1) by the partner for the tax-
able year (determined without regard to this 
paragraph) shall be increased by the amount 
of such excess, and 

‘‘(ii) such partner’s distributive share of 
items of income or gain for the taxable year 
that are not treated as gain taken into ac-
count under subsection (a)(1) (determined 
without regard to this paragraph) shall be 
decreased (but not below zero) by the 
amount of such excess. 

‘‘(B) USRPI GAIN.—For the purposes of this 
paragraph, the term ‘USRPI gain’ means the 
excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(i) the sum of— 
‘‘(I) any gain recognized from the disposi-

tion of a United States real property inter-
est, and 

‘‘(II) any distribution by a real estate in-
vestment trust that is treated as gain recog-
nized from the sale or exchange of a United 
States real property interest, over 

‘‘(ii) any loss recognized from the disposi-
tion of a United States real property inter-
est. 

‘‘(C) PROPORTIONATE SHARE OF USRPI 
GAIN.—For purposes of this paragraph, an ap-
plicable investor’s proportionate share of 
USRPI gain shall be determined on the basis 
of such investor’s share of partnership items 
of income or gain (excluding gain allocated 
under section 704(c)), whichever results in 
the largest proportionate share. If the inves-
tor’s share of partnership items of income or 

gain (excluding gain allocated under section 
704(c)) may vary during the period such in-
vestor is a partner in the partnership, such 
share shall be the highest share such inves-
tor may receive.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 897(c)(1)(A) is amended by in-

serting ‘‘or subsection (k)’’ after ‘‘subpara-
graph (B)’’ in the matter preceding clause (i). 

(B) Section 857(b)(3)(F) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or subparagraph (A)(ii) or (C) of sec-
tion 897(k)(2)’’ after ‘‘897(h)(1)’’. 

(b) DETERMINATION OF DOMESTIC CON-
TROL.— 

(1) SPECIAL OWNERSHIP RULES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 897(h)(4) is 

amended by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) SPECIAL OWNERSHIP RULES.—For pur-
poses of determining the holder of stock 
under subparagraphs (B) and (C)— 

‘‘(i) in the case of any class of stock of the 
qualified investment entity which is regu-
larly traded on an established securities 
market in the United States, a person hold-
ing less than 5 percent of such class of stock 
at all times during the testing period shall 
be treated as a United States person unless 
the qualified investment entity has actual 
knowledge that such person is not a United 
States person, 

‘‘(ii) any stock in the qualified investment 
entity held by another qualified investment 
entity— 

‘‘(I) any class of stock of which is regularly 
traded on an established securities market, 
or 

‘‘(II) which is a regulated investment com-
pany which issues redeemable securities 
(within the meaning of section 2 of the In-
vestment Company Act of 1940), 
shall be treated as held by a foreign person, 
except that if such other qualified invest-
ment entity is domestically controlled (de-
termined after application of this subpara-
graph), such stock shall be treated as held by 
a United States person, and 

‘‘(iii) any stock in the qualified investment 
entity held by any other qualified invest-
ment entity not described in subclause (I) or 
(II) of clause (ii) shall only be treated as held 
by a United States person in proportion to 
the stock of such other qualified investment 
entity which is (or is treated under clause 
(ii) or (iii) as) held by a United States per-
son.’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading 
for paragraph (4) of section 897(h) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘AND SPECIAL RULES’’ after 
‘‘DEFINITIONS’’. 

(2) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Clause (ii) of 
section 897(h)(4)(A) is amended by inserting 
‘‘and for purposes of determining whether a 
real estate investment trust is a domesti-
cally controlled qualified investment entity 
under this subsection’’ after ‘‘real estate in-
vestment trust’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall take effect on the date of 
enactment and shall apply to— 

(A) any disposition on and after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and 

(B) any distribution by a real estate in-
vestment trust on or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act which is treated as a de-
duction for a taxable year of such trust end-
ing after such date. 

(2) DETERMINATION OF DOMESTIC CONTROL.— 
The amendments made by subsection (b)(1) 
shall take effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(3) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—The amend-
ment made by subsection (b)(2) shall take ef-
fect on January 1, 2015. 

SEC. 323. EXCEPTION FOR INTERESTS HELD BY 
FOREIGN RETIREMENT OR PENSION 
FUNDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 897, as amended 
by the preceding provisions of this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(l) EXCEPTION FOR INTERESTS HELD BY 
FOREIGN PENSION FUNDS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—This section shall not 
apply to any United States real property in-
terest held directly (or indirectly through 1 
or more partnerships) by, or to any distribu-
tion received from a real estate investment 
trust by— 

‘‘(A) a qualified foreign pension fund, or 
‘‘(B) any entity all of the interests of 

which are held by a qualified foreign pension 
fund. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED FOREIGN PENSION FUND.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘quali-
fied foreign pension fund’ means any trust, 
corporation, or other organization or ar-
rangement— 

‘‘(A) which is created or organized under 
the law of a country other than the United 
States, 

‘‘(B) which is established to provide retire-
ment or pension benefits to participants or 
beneficiaries that are current or former em-
ployees (or persons designated by such em-
ployees) of one or more employers in consid-
eration for services rendered, 

‘‘(C) which does not have a single partici-
pant or beneficiary with a right to more 
than five percent of its assets or income, 

‘‘(D) which is subject to government regu-
lation and provides annual information re-
porting about its beneficiaries to the rel-
evant tax authorities in the country in 
which it is established or operates, and 

‘‘(E) with respect to which, under the laws 
of the country in which it is established or 
operates— 

‘‘(i) contributions to such trust, corpora-
tion, organization, or arrangement which 
would otherwise be subject to tax under such 
laws are deductible or excluded from the 
gross income of such entity or taxed at a re-
duced rate, or 

‘‘(ii) taxation of any investment income of 
such trust, corporation, organization or ar-
rangement is deferred or such income is 
taxed at a reduced rate. 

‘‘(3) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out the pur-
poses of this subsection.’’. 

(b) EXEMPTION FROM WITHHOLDING.—Sec-
tion 1445(f)(3) is amended by striking ‘‘any 
person’’ and all that follows and inserting 
the following: ‘‘any person other than— 

‘‘(A) a United States person, and 
‘‘(B) except as otherwise provided by the 

Secretary, an entity with respect to which 
section 897 does not apply by reason of sub-
section (l) thereof.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to disposi-
tions and distributions after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 324. INCREASE IN RATE OF WITHHOLDING 

OF TAX ON DISPOSITIONS OF 
UNITED STATES REAL PROPERTY IN-
TERESTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsections (a), (e)(3), 
(e)(4), and (e)(5) of section 1445 are each 
amended by striking ‘‘10 percent’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘15 percent’’. 

(b) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN RESIDENCES.— 
Section 1445(c) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) REDUCED RATE OF WITHHOLDING FOR 
RESIDENCE WHERE AMOUNT REALIZED DOES NOT 
EXCEED $1,000,000.—In the case of a disposi-
tion— 

‘‘(A) of property which is acquired by the 
transferee for use by the transferee as a resi-
dence, 
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‘‘(B) with respect to which the amount re-

alized for such property does not exceed 
$1,000,000, and 

‘‘(C) to which subsection (b)(5) does not 
apply, 
subsection (a) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘10 percent’ for ‘15 percent’.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to disposi-
tions after the date which is 60 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 325. INTERESTS IN RICS AND REITS NOT EX-

CLUDED FROM DEFINITION OF 
UNITED STATES REAL PROPERTY IN-
TERESTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 897(c)(1)(B) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of 
clause (i), by striking the period at the end 
of clause (ii)(II) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by 
adding at the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iii) neither such corporation nor any 
predecessor of such corporation was a regu-
lated investment company or a real estate 
investment trust at any time during the 
shorter of the periods described in subpara-
graph (A)(ii).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to disposi-
tions on or after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 
SEC. 326. DIVIDENDS DERIVED FROM RICS AND 

REITS INELIGIBLE FOR DEDUCTION 
FOR UNITED STATES SOURCE POR-
TION OF DIVIDENDS FROM CERTAIN 
FOREIGN CORPORATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 245(a) is amended 
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(12) DIVIDENDS DERIVED FROM RICS AND 
REITS INELIGIBLE FOR DEDUCTION.—Regulated 
investment companies and real estate in-
vestment trusts shall not be treated as do-
mestic corporations for purposes of para-
graph (5)(B).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to dividends 
received from regulated investment compa-
nies and real estate investment trusts on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(c) NO INFERENCE.—Nothing contained in 
this section or the amendments made by this 
section shall be construed to create any in-
ference with respect to the proper treatment 
under section 245 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 of dividends received from regu-
lated investment companies or real estate 
investment trusts before the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

Subtitle C—Additional Provisions 
SEC. 331. DEDUCTIBILITY OF CHARITABLE CON-

TRIBUTIONS TO AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH ORGANIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 170(b)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end of clause (vii), by striking the 
comma at the end of clause (viii) and insert-
ing ‘‘, or’’, and by inserting after clause (viii) 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(ix) an agricultural research organization 
directly engaged in the continuous active 
conduct of agricultural research (as defined 
in section 1404 of the Agricultural Research, 
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977) 
in conjunction with a land-grant college or 
university (as defined in such section) or a 
non-land grant college of agriculture (as de-
fined in such section), and during the cal-
endar year in which the contribution is made 
such organization is committed to spend 
such contribution for such research before 
January 1 of the fifth calendar year which 
begins after the date such contribution is 
made,’’. 

(b) EXPENDITURES TO INFLUENCE LEGISLA-
TION.—Paragraph (4) of section 501(h) is 
amended by redesignating subparagraphs (E) 
and (F) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respec-
tively, and by inserting after subparagraph 
(D) the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) section 170(b)(1)(A)(ix) (relating to ag-
ricultural research organizations),’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made on and after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 
SEC. 332. REMOVAL OF BOND REQUIREMENTS 

AND EXTENDING FILING PERIODS 
FOR CERTAIN TAXPAYERS WITH LIM-
ITED EXCISE TAX LIABILITY. 

(a) FILING REQUIREMENTS.—Paragraph (4) 
of section 5061(d) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘In the case of’’ and insert-

ing the following: 
‘‘(i) MORE THAN $1,000 AND NOT MORE THAN 

$50,000 IN TAXES.—Except as provided in clause 
(ii), in the case of’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘under bond for deferred 
payment’’, and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(ii) NOT MORE THAN $1,000 IN TAXES.—In the 
case of any taxpayer who reasonably expects 
to be liable for not more than $1,000 in taxes 
imposed with respect to distilled spirits, 
wines, and beer under subparts A, C, and D 
and section 7652 for the calendar year and 
who was liable for not more than $1,000 in 
such taxes in the preceding calendar year, 
the last day for the payment of tax on with-
drawals, removals, and entries (and articles 
brought into the United States from Puerto 
Rico) shall be the 14th day after the last day 
of the calendar year.’’, and 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Subparagraph (A)’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(i) EXCEEDS $50,000 LIMIT.—Subparagraph 

(A)(i)’’, and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

clause: 
‘‘(ii) EXCEEDS $1,000 LIMIT.—Subparagraph 

(A)(ii) shall not apply to any taxpayer for 
any portion of the calendar year following 
the first date on which the aggregate 
amount of tax due under subparts A, C, and 
D and section 7652 from such taxpayer during 
such calendar year exceeds $1,000, and any 
tax under such subparts which has not been 
paid on such date shall be due on the 14th 
day after the last day of the calendar quarter 
in which such date occurs.’’. 

(b) BOND REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 5551 of such Code 

is amended— 
(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘No indi-

vidual’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided 
under subsection (d), no individual’’, and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(d) REMOVAL OF BOND REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—During any period to 

which subparagraph (A) of section 5061(d)(4) 
applies to a taxpayer (determined after ap-
plication of subparagraph (B) thereof), such 
taxpayer shall not be required to furnish any 
bond covering operations or withdrawals of 
distilled spirits or wines for nonindustrial 
use or of beer. 

‘‘(2) SATISFACTION OF BOND REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Any taxpayer for any period de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be treated as if 
sufficient bond has been furnished for pur-
poses of covering operations and withdrawals 
of distilled spirits or wines for nonindustrial 
use or of beer for purposes of any require-
ments relating to bonds under this chap-
ter.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) BONDS FOR DISTILLED SPIRITS PLANTS.— 

Section 5173(a) of such Code is amended— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘No per-

son’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided 
under section 5551(d), no person’’, and 

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘No dis-
tilled spirits’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as pro-

vided under section 5551(d), no distilled spir-
its’’. 

(B) BONDED WINE CELLARS.—Section 5351 of 
such Code is amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘Any person’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person’’, 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘, except as provided 

under section 5551(d),’’ before ‘‘file bond’’, 
(iii) by striking ‘‘Such premises shall’’ and 

all that follows through the period, and 
(iv) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 

chapter— 
‘‘(1) BONDED WINE CELLAR.—The term 

‘bonded wine cellar’ means any premises de-
scribed in subsection (a), including any such 
premises established by a taxpayer described 
in section 5551(d). 

‘‘(2) BONDED WINERY.—At the discretion of 
the Secretary, any bonded wine cellar that 
engages in production operations may be 
designated as a ‘bonded winery’.’’. 

(C) BONDS FOR BREWERIES.—Section 5401 of 
such Code is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(c) EXCEPTION FROM BOND REQUIREMENTS 
FOR CERTAIN BREWERIES.—Subsection (b) 
shall not apply to any taxpayer for any pe-
riod described in section 5551(d).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any cal-
endar quarters beginning more than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 333. MODIFICATIONS TO ALTERNATIVE TAX 

FOR CERTAIN SMALL INSURANCE 
COMPANIES. 

(a) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR COMPA-
NIES TO WHICH ALTERNATIVE TAX APPLIES.— 

(1) ADDED REQUIREMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-

tion 831(b)(2) is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(including interinsurers 

and reciprocal underwriters)’’, and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause 

(i), by redesignating clause (ii) as clause (iii), 
and by inserting after clause (i) the following 
new clause: 

‘‘(ii) such company meets the diversifica-
tion requirements of subparagraph (B), and’’. 

(B) DIVERSIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Para-
graph (2) of section 831(b) is amended by re-
designating subparagraphs (B) as subpara-
graph (C) and by inserting after subpara-
graph (A) the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(B) DIVERSIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An insurance company 

meets the requirements of this subparagraph 
if— 

‘‘(I) no more than 20 percent of the net 
written premiums (or, if greater, direct writ-
ten premiums) of such company for the tax-
able year is attributable to any one policy-
holder, or 

‘‘(II) such insurance company does not 
meet the requirement of subclause (I) and no 
person who holds (directly or indirectly) an 
interest in such insurance company is a spec-
ified holder who holds (directly or indirectly) 
aggregate interests in such insurance com-
pany which constitute a percentage of the 
entire interests in such insurance company 
which is more than a de minimis percentage 
higher than the percentage of interests in 
the specified assets with respect to such in-
surance company held (directly or indi-
rectly) by such specified holder. 

‘‘(ii) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of clause 
(i)(II)— 

‘‘(I) SPECIFIED HOLDER.—The term ‘speci-
fied holder’ means, with respect to any in-
surance company, any individual who holds 
(directly or indirectly) an interest in such 
insurance company and who is a spouse or 
lineal descendant (including by adoption) of 
an individual who holds an interest (directly 
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or indirectly) in the specified assets with re-
spect to such insurance company. 

‘‘(II) SPECIFIED ASSETS.—The term ‘speci-
fied assets’ means, with respect to any insur-
ance company, the trades or businesses, 
rights, or assets with respect to which the 
net written premiums (or direct written pre-
miums) of such insurance company are paid. 

‘‘(III) INDIRECT INTEREST.—An indirect in-
terest includes any interest held through a 
trust, estate, partnership, or corporation. 

‘‘(IV) DE MINIMIS.—Except as otherwise 
provided by the Secretary in regulations or 
other guidance, 2 percentage points or less 
shall be treated as de minimis.’’. 

(C) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The second 
sentence section 831(b)(2)(A) is amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘clause (ii)’’ and inserting 
‘‘clause (iii)’’, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘clause (i)’’ and inserting 
‘‘clauses (i) and (ii)’’. 

(2) TREATMENT OF RELATED POLICY-
HOLDERS.—Clause (i) of section 831(b)(2)(C), 
as redesignated by paragraph (1)(B), is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘For purposes of subpara-
graph (A), in determining’’ and inserting 
‘‘For purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(I) in determining’’, 
(B) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘, and’’, and 
(C) by adding at the end the following new 

subclause: 
‘‘(II) in determining the attribution of pre-

miums to any policyholder under subpara-
graph (B)(i), all policyholders which are re-
lated (within the meaning of section 267(b) or 
707(b)) or are members of the same con-
trolled group shall be treated as one policy-
holder.’’. 

(3) REPORTING.—Section 831 is amended by 
redesignating subsection (d) as subsection (e) 
and by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(d) REPORTING.—Every insurance com-
pany for which an election is in effect under 
subsection (b) for any taxable year shall fur-
nish to the Secretary at such time and in 
such manner as the Secretary shall prescribe 
such information for such taxable year as 
the Secretary shall require with respect to 
the requirements of subsection (b)(2)(A)(ii).’’. 

(b) INCREASE IN LIMITATION ON PREMIUMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section 

831(b)(2)(A) is amended by striking 
‘‘$1,200,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$2,200,000’’. 

(2) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—Paragraph (2) 
of section 831(b), as amended by subsection 
(a)(1)(B), is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case 
of any taxable year beginning in a calendar 
year after 2015, the dollar amount set forth 
in subparagraph (A)(i) shall be increased by 
an amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(ii) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for such calendar 
year by substituting ‘calendar year 2013’ for 
‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 
If the amount as adjusted under the pre-
ceding sentence is not a multiple of $50,000, 
such amount shall be rounded to the next 
lowest multiple of $50,000.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2016. 
SEC. 334. TREATMENT OF TIMBER GAINS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1201(b) is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) SPECIAL RATE FOR QUALIFIED TIMBER 
GAINS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If, for any taxable year 
beginning in 2016, a corporation has both a 
net capital gain and qualified timber gain— 

‘‘(A) subsection (a) shall apply to such cor-
poration for the taxable year without regard 

to whether the applicable tax rate exceeds 35 
percent, and 

‘‘(B) the tax computed under subsection 
(a)(2) shall be equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(i) 23.8 percent of the least of— 
‘‘(I) qualified timber gain, 
‘‘(II) net capital gain, or 
‘‘(III) taxable income, plus 
‘‘(ii) 35 percent of the excess (if any) of tax-

able income over the sum of the amounts for 
which a tax was determined under subsection 
(a)(1) and clause (i). 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED TIMBER GAIN.—For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘qualified timber 
gain’ means, with respect to any taxpayer 
for any taxable year, the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(A) the sum of the taxpayer’s gains de-
scribed in subsections (a) and (b) of section 
631 for such year, over 

‘‘(B) the sum of the taxpayer’s losses de-
scribed in such subsections for such year. 
For purposes of subparagraphs (A) and (B), 
only timber held more than 15 years shall be 
taken into account.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 55(b) 
is amended by striking paragraph (4). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 335. MODIFICATION OF DEFINITION OF 

HARD CIDER. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5041 of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (6) of subsection (b), by 

striking ‘‘which is a still wine’’ and all that 
follows through ‘‘alcohol by volume’’, and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(g) HARD CIDER.—For purposes of sub-
section (b)(6), the term ‘hard cider’ means a 
wine— 

‘‘(1) containing not more than 0.64 gram of 
carbon dioxide per hundred milliliters of 
wine, except that the Secretary may by reg-
ulations prescribe such tolerances to this 
limitation as may be reasonably necessary in 
good commercial practice, 

‘‘(2) which is derived primarily— 
‘‘(A) from apples or pears, or 
‘‘(B) from— 
‘‘(i) apple juice concentrate or pear juice 

concentrate, and 
‘‘(ii) water, 
‘‘(3) which contains no fruit product or 

fruit flavoring other than apple or pear, and 
‘‘(4) which contains at least one-half of 1 

percent and less than 8.5 percent alcohol by 
volume.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to hard 
cider removed during calendar years begin-
ning after December 31, 2016. 
SEC. 336. CHURCH PLAN CLARIFICATION. 

(a) APPLICATION OF CONTROLLED GROUP 
RULES TO CHURCH PLANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 414(c) is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘For purposes’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), for purposes’’, and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO CHURCH 
PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided in 
subparagraphs (B) and (C), for purposes of 
this subsection and subsection (m), an orga-
nization that is otherwise eligible to partici-
pate in a church plan shall not be aggregated 
with another such organization and treated 
as a single employer with such other organi-
zation for a plan year beginning in a taxable 
year unless— 

‘‘(i) one such organization provides (di-
rectly or indirectly) at least 80 percent of the 
operating funds for the other organization 

during the preceding taxable year of the re-
cipient organization, and 

‘‘(ii) there is a degree of common manage-
ment or supervision between the organiza-
tions such that the organization providing 
the operating funds is directly involved in 
the day-to-day operations of the other orga-
nization. 

‘‘(B) NONQUALIFIED CHURCH-CONTROLLED OR-
GANIZATIONS.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A), for purposes of this subsection and 
subsection (m), an organization that is a 
nonqualified church-controlled organization 
shall be aggregated with 1 or more other 
nonqualified church-controlled organiza-
tions, or with an organization that is not ex-
empt from tax under section 501, and treated 
as a single employer with such other organi-
zation, if at least 80 percent of the directors 
or trustees of such other organization are ei-
ther representatives of, or directly or indi-
rectly controlled by, such nonqualified 
church-controlled organization. For purposes 
of this subparagraph, the term ‘nonqualified 
church-controlled organization’ means a 
church-controlled tax-exempt organization 
described in section 501(c)(3) that is not a 
qualified church-controlled organization (as 
defined in section 3121(w)(3)(B)). 

‘‘(C) PERMISSIVE AGGREGATION AMONG 
CHURCH-RELATED ORGANIZATIONS.—The 
church or convention or association of 
churches with which an organization de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) is associated 
(within the meaning of subsection (e)(3)(D)), 
or an organization designated by such 
church or convention or association of 
churches, may elect to treat such organiza-
tions as a single employer for a plan year. 
Such election, once made, shall apply to all 
succeeding plan years unless revoked with 
notice provided to the Secretary in such 
manner as the Secretary shall prescribe. 

‘‘(D) PERMISSIVE DISAGGREGATION OF 
CHURCH-RELATED ORGANIZATIONS.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), in the case of a 
church plan, an employer may elect to treat 
churches (as defined in section 403(b)(12)(B)) 
separately from entities that are not church-
es (as so defined), without regard to whether 
such entities maintain separate church 
plans. Such election, once made, shall apply 
to all succeeding plan years unless revoked 
with notice provided to the Secretary in 
such manner as the Secretary shall pre-
scribe.’’. 

(2) CLARIFICATION RELATING TO APPLICATION 
OF ANTI-ABUSE RULE.—The rule of 26 CFR 
1.414(c)–5(f) shall continue to apply to each 
paragraph of section 414(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by para-
graph (1). 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to years 
beginning before, on, or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) APPLICATION OF CONTRIBUTION AND 
FUNDING LIMITATIONS TO 403(b) GRAND-
FATHERED DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 251(e)(5) of the 
Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 
1982 (Public Law 97–248), is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘403(b)(2)’’ and inserting 
‘‘403(b)’’, and 

(B) by inserting before the period at the 
end the following: ‘‘, and shall be subject to 
the applicable limitations of section 415(b) of 
such Code as if it were a defined benefit plan 
under section 401(a) of such Code (and not to 
the limitations of section 415(c) of such 
Code).’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to years 
beginning before, on, or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(c) AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT BY CHURCH 
PLANS.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—This subsection shall su-

persede any law of a State that relates to 
wage, salary, or payroll payment, collection, 
deduction, garnishment, assignment, or 
withholding which would directly or indi-
rectly prohibit or restrict the inclusion in 
any church plan (as defined in section 414(e) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) of an 
automatic contribution arrangement. 

(2) DEFINITION OF AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION 
ARRANGEMENT.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘‘automatic contribution 
arrangement’’ means an arrangement— 

(A) under which a participant may elect to 
have the plan sponsor or the employer make 
payments as contributions under the plan on 
behalf of the participant, or to the partici-
pant directly in cash, 

(B) under which a participant is treated as 
having elected to have the plan sponsor or 
the employer make such contributions in an 
amount equal to a uniform percentage of 
compensation provided under the plan until 
the participant specifically elects not to 
have such contributions made (or specifi-
cally elects to have such contributions made 
at a different percentage), and 

(C) under which the notice and election re-
quirements of paragraph (3), and the invest-
ment requirements of paragraph (4), are sat-
isfied. 

(3) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The plan sponsor of, or 

plan administrator or employer maintaining, 
an automatic contribution arrangement 
shall, within a reasonable period before the 
first day of each plan year, provide to each 
participant to whom the arrangement ap-
plies for such plan year notice of the partici-
pant’s rights and obligations under the ar-
rangement which— 

(i) is sufficiently accurate and comprehen-
sive to apprise the participant of such rights 
and obligations, and 

(ii) is written in a manner calculated to be 
understood by the average participant to 
whom the arrangement applies. 

(B) ELECTION REQUIREMENTS.—A notice 
shall not be treated as meeting the require-
ments of subparagraph (A) with respect to a 
participant unless— 

(i) the notice includes an explanation of 
the participant’s right under the arrange-
ment not to have elective contributions 
made on the participant’s behalf (or to elect 
to have such contributions made at a dif-
ferent percentage), 

(ii) the participant has a reasonable period 
of time, after receipt of the explanation de-
scribed in clause (i) and before the first elec-
tive contribution is made, to make such 
election, and 

(iii) the notice explains how contributions 
made under the arrangement will be invested 
in the absence of any investment election by 
the participant. 

(4) DEFAULT INVESTMENT.—If no affirmative 
investment election has been made with re-
spect to any automatic contribution ar-
rangement, contributions to such arrange-
ment shall be invested in a default invest-
ment selected with the care, skill, prudence, 
and diligence that a prudent person selecting 
an investment option would use. 

(5) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall 
take effect on the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(d) ALLOW CERTAIN PLAN TRANSFERS AND 
MERGERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 414 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(z) CERTAIN PLAN TRANSFERS AND MERG-
ERS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Under rules prescribed 
by the Secretary, except as provided in para-
graph (2), no amount shall be includible in 
gross income by reason of— 

‘‘(A) a transfer of all or a portion of the ac-
crued benefit of a participant or beneficiary, 
whether or not vested, from a church plan 
that is a plan described in section 401(a) or 
an annuity contract described in section 
403(b) to an annuity contract described in 
section 403(b), if such plan and annuity con-
tract are both maintained by the same 
church or convention or association of 
churches, 

‘‘(B) a transfer of all or a portion of the ac-
crued benefit of a participant or beneficiary, 
whether or not vested, from an annuity con-
tract described in section 403(b) to a church 
plan that is a plan described in section 
401(a), if such plan and annuity contract are 
both maintained by the same church or con-
vention or association of churches, or 

‘‘(C) a merger of a church plan that is a 
plan described in section 401(a), or an annu-
ity contract described in section 403(b), with 
an annuity contract described in section 
403(b), if such plan and annuity contract are 
both maintained by the same church or con-
vention or association of churches. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to a transfer or merger unless the par-
ticipant’s or beneficiary’s total accrued ben-
efit immediately after the transfer or merger 
is equal to or greater than the participant’s 
or beneficiary’s total accrued benefit imme-
diately before the transfer or merger, and 
such total accrued benefit is nonforfeitable 
after the transfer or merger. 

‘‘(3) QUALIFICATION.—A plan or annuity 
contract shall not fail to be considered to be 
described in section 401(a) or 403(b) merely 
because such plan or annuity contract en-
gages in a transfer or merger described in 
this subsection. 

‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) CHURCH OR CONVENTION OR ASSOCIATION 
OF CHURCHES.—The term ‘church or conven-
tion or association of churches’ includes an 
organization described in subparagraph (A) 
or (B)(ii) of subsection (e)(3). 

‘‘(B) ANNUITY CONTRACT.—The term ‘annu-
ity contract’ includes a custodial account de-
scribed in section 403(b)(7) and a retirement 
income account described in section 403(b)(9). 

‘‘(C) ACCRUED BENEFIT.—The term ‘accrued 
benefit’ means— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a defined benefit plan, 
the employee’s accrued benefit determined 
under the plan, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plan other than a de-
fined benefit plan, the balance of the em-
ployee’s account under the plan.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to trans-
fers or mergers occurring after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(e) INVESTMENTS BY CHURCH PLANS IN COL-
LECTIVE TRUSTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of— 
(A) a church plan (as defined in section 

414(e) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986), 
including a plan described in section 401(a) of 
such Code and a retirement income account 
described in section 403(b)(9) of such Code, 
and 

(B) an organization described in section 
414(e)(3)(A) of such Code the principal pur-
pose or function of which is the administra-
tion of such a plan or account, 
the assets of such plan, account, or organiza-
tion (including any assets otherwise per-
mitted to be commingled for investment pur-
poses with the assets of such a plan, account, 
or organization) may be invested in a group 
trust otherwise described in Internal Rev-
enue Service Revenue Ruling 81–100 (as modi-
fied by Internal Revenue Service Revenue 
Rulings 2004–67, 2011–1, and 2014–24), or any 
subsequent revenue ruling that supersedes or 
modifies such revenue ruling, without ad-
versely affecting the tax status of the group 

trust, such plan, account, or organization, or 
any other plan or trust that invests in the 
group trust. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall 
apply to investments made after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

Subtitle D—Revenue Provisions 
SEC. 341. UPDATED ASHRAE STANDARDS FOR EN-

ERGY EFFICIENT COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS DEDUCTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 
179D(c) is amended by striking ‘‘Standard 
90.1–2001’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘Standard 90.1–2007’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Paragraph (2) of section 179D(c) is 

amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(2) STANDARD 90.1–2007.—The term ‘Stand-

ard 90.1–2007’ means Standard 90.1–2007 of the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, 
and Air Conditioning Engineers and the Illu-
minating Engineering Society of North 
America (as in effect on the day before the 
date of the adoption of Standard 90.1–2010 of 
such Societies).’’. 

(2) Subsection (f) of section 179D is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘Standard 90.1–2001’’ each 
place it appears in paragraphs (1) and 
(2)(C)(i) and inserting ‘‘Standard 90.1–2007’’. 

(3) Paragraph (1) of section 179D(f) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Table 9.3.1.1’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Table 9.5.1’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘Table 9.3.1.2’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Table 9.6.1’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to prop-
erty placed in service after December 31, 
2015. 
SEC. 342. EXCISE TAX CREDIT EQUIVALENCY FOR 

LIQUIFIED PETROLEUM GAS AND 
LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6426 is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(j) ENERGY EQUIVALENCY DETERMINATIONS 
FOR LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS AND LIQUE-
FIED NATURAL GAS.—For purposes of deter-
mining any credit under this section, any 
reference to the number of gallons of an al-
ternative fuel or the gasoline gallon equiva-
lent of such a fuel shall be treated as a ref-
erence to— 

‘‘(1) in the case of liquefied petroleum gas, 
the energy equivalent of a gallon of gasoline, 
as defined in section 4041(a)(2)(C), and 

‘‘(2) in the case of liquefied natural gas, the 
energy equivalent of a gallon of diesel, as de-
fined in section 4041(a)(2)(D).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to fuel sold 
or used after December 31, 2015. 
SEC. 343. EXCLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME OF 

CERTAIN CLEAN COAL POWER 
GRANTS TO NON-CORPORATE TAX-
PAYERS. 

(a) GENERAL RULE.—In the case of an eligi-
ble taxpayer other than a corporation, gross 
income for purposes of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 shall not include any amount re-
ceived under section 402 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005. 

(b) REDUCTION IN BASIS.—The basis of any 
property subject to the allowance for depre-
ciation under the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 which is acquired with any amount to 
which subsection (a) applies during the 12- 
month period beginning on the day such 
amount is received shall be reduced by an 
amount equal to such amount. The excess (if 
any) of such amount over the amount of the 
reduction under the preceding sentence shall 
be applied to the reduction (as of the last 
day of the period specified in the preceding 
sentence) of the basis of any other property 
held by the taxpayer. The particular prop-
erties to which the reductions required by 
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this subsection are allocated shall be deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury (or 
the Secretary’s delegate) under regulations 
similar to the regulations under section 
362(c)(2) of such Code. 

(c) LIMITATION TO AMOUNTS WHICH WOULD 
BE CONTRIBUTIONS TO CAPITAL.—Subsection 
(a) shall not apply to any amount unless 
such amount, if received by a corporation, 
would be excluded from gross income under 
section 118 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

(d) ELIGIBLE TAXPAYER.—For purposes of 
this section, with respect to any amount re-
ceived under section 402 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005, the term ‘‘eligible taxpayer’’ 
means a taxpayer that makes a payment to 
the Secretary of the Treasury (or the Sec-
retary’s delegate) equal to 1.18 percent of the 
amount so received. Such payment shall be 
made at such time and in such manner as 
such Secretary (or the Secretary’s delegate) 
shall prescribe. In the case of a partnership, 
such Secretary (or the Secretary’s delegate) 
shall prescribe regulations to determine the 
allocation of such payment amount among 
the partners. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply to amounts received under section 402 
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 in taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2011. 
SEC. 344. CLARIFICATION OF VALUATION RULE 

FOR EARLY TERMINATION OF CER-
TAIN CHARITABLE REMAINDER 
UNITRUSTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 664(e) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘In 
the case of the early termination of a trust 
which is a charitable remainder unitrust by 
reason of subsection (d)(3), the valuation of 
interests in such trust for purposes of this 
section shall be made under rules similar to 
the rules of the preceding sentence.’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘FOR PURPOSES OF CHARI-
TABLE CONTRIBUTION’’ in the heading thereof 
and inserting ‘‘OF INTERESTS’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to termi-
nations of trusts occurring after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 345. PREVENTION OF TRANSFER OF CER-

TAIN LOSSES FROM TAX INDIF-
FERENT PARTIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 267(d) is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(d) AMOUNT OF GAIN WHERE LOSS PRE-
VIOUSLY DISALLOWED.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(A) in the case of a sale or exchange of 

property to the taxpayer a loss sustained by 
the transferor is not allowable to the trans-
feror as a deduction by reason of subsection 
(a)(1), and 

‘‘(B) the taxpayer sells or otherwise dis-
poses of such property (or of other property 
the basis of which in the taxpayer’s hands is 
determined directly or indirectly by ref-
erence to such property) at a gain, 
then such gain shall be recognized only to 
the extent that it exceeds so much of such 
loss as is properly allocable to the property 
sold or otherwise disposed of by the tax-
payer. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR WASH SALES.—Para-
graph (1) shall not apply if the loss sustained 
by the transferor is not allowable to the 
transferor as a deduction by reason of sec-
tion 1091 (relating to wash sales). 

‘‘(3) EXCEPTION FOR TRANSFERS FROM TAX 
INDIFFERENT PARTIES.—Paragraph (1) shall 
not apply to the extent any loss sustained by 
the transferor (if allowed) would not be 
taken into account in determining a tax im-
posed under section 1 or 11 or a tax computed 
as provided by either of such sections.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to sales and 

other dispositions of property acquired after 
December 31, 2015, by the taxpayer in a sale 
or exchange to which section 267(a)(1) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 applied. 
SEC. 346. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONS AS 

EMPLOYERS WITH RESPECT TO MO-
TION PICTURE PROJECTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 25 (relating to 
general provisions relating to employment 
taxes) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 3512. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONS 

AS EMPLOYERS WITH RESPECT TO 
MOTION PICTURE PROJECTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sections 
3121(a)(1) and 3306(b)(1), remuneration paid to 
a motion picture project worker by a motion 
picture project employer during a calendar 
year shall be treated as remuneration paid 
with respect to employment of such worker 
by such employer during the calendar year. 
The identity of such employer for such pur-
poses shall be determined as set forth in this 
section and without regard to the usual com-
mon law rules applicable in determining the 
employer-employee relationship. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

‘‘(1) MOTION PICTURE PROJECT EMPLOYER.— 
The term ‘motion picture project employer’ 
means any person if— 

‘‘(A) such person (directly or through af-
filiates)— 

‘‘(i) is a party to a written contract cov-
ering the services of motion picture project 
workers with respect to motion picture 
projects in the course of a client’s trade or 
business, 

‘‘(ii) is contractually obligated to pay re-
muneration to the motion picture project 
workers without regard to payment or reim-
bursement by any other person, 

‘‘(iii) controls the payment (within the 
meaning of section 3401(d)(1)) of remunera-
tion to the motion picture project workers 
and pays such remuneration from its own ac-
count or accounts, 

‘‘(iv) is a signatory to one or more collec-
tive bargaining agreements with a labor or-
ganization (as defined in 29 U.S.C. 152(5)) 
that represents motion picture project work-
ers, and 

‘‘(v) has treated substantially all motion 
picture project workers that such person 
pays as employees and not as independent 
contractors during such calendar year for 
purposes of determining employment taxes 
under this subtitle, and 

‘‘(B) at least 80 percent of all remuneration 
(to which section 3121 applies) paid by such 
person in such calendar year is paid to mo-
tion picture project workers. 

‘‘(2) MOTION PICTURE PROJECT WORKER.— 
The term ‘motion picture project worker’ 
means any individual who provides services 
on motion picture projects for clients who 
are not affiliated with the motion picture 
project employer. 

‘‘(3) MOTION PICTURE PROJECT.—The term 
‘motion picture project’ means the produc-
tion of any property described in section 
168(f)(3). Such term does not include property 
with respect to which records are required to 
be maintained under section 2257 of title 18, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(4) AFFILIATE; AFFILIATED.—A person shall 
be treated as an affiliate of, or affiliated 
with, another person if such persons are 
treated as a single employer under sub-
section (b) or (c) of section 414.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for such chapter 25 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 3512. Treatment of certain persons as 

employers with respect to mo-
tion picture projects.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to remu-
neration paid after December 31, 2015. 

(d) NO INFERENCE.—Nothing in the amend-
ments made by this section shall be con-
strued to create any inference on the law be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act. 

TITLE IV—TAX ADMINISTRATION 
Subtitle A—Internal Revenue Service 

Reforms 
SEC. 401. DUTY TO ENSURE THAT INTERNAL REV-

ENUE SERVICE EMPLOYEES ARE FA-
MILIAR WITH AND ACT IN ACCORD 
WITH CERTAIN TAXPAYER RIGHTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7803(a) is amend-
ed by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4) and by inserting after paragraph (2) 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) EXECUTION OF DUTIES IN ACCORD WITH 
TAXPAYER RIGHTS.—In discharging his duties, 
the Commissioner shall ensure that employ-
ees of the Internal Revenue Service are fa-
miliar with and act in accord with taxpayer 
rights as afforded by other provisions of this 
title, including— 

‘‘(A) the right to be informed, 
‘‘(B) the right to quality service, 
‘‘(C) the right to pay no more than the cor-

rect amount of tax, 
‘‘(D) the right to challenge the position of 

the Internal Revenue Service and be heard, 
‘‘(E) the right to appeal a decision of the 

Internal Revenue Service in an independent 
forum, 

‘‘(F) the right to finality, 
‘‘(G) the right to privacy, 
‘‘(H) the right to confidentiality, 
‘‘(I) the right to retain representation, and 
‘‘(J) the right to a fair and just tax sys-

tem.’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 402. IRS EMPLOYEES PROHIBITED FROM 

USING PERSONAL EMAIL ACCOUNTS 
FOR OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

No officer or employee of the Internal Rev-
enue Service may use a personal email ac-
count to conduct any official business of the 
Government. 
SEC. 403. RELEASE OF INFORMATION REGARD-

ING THE STATUS OF CERTAIN INVES-
TIGATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6103(e) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(11) DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION REGARD-
ING STATUS OF INVESTIGATION OF VIOLATION OF 
THIS SECTION.—In the case of a person who 
provides to the Secretary information indi-
cating a violation of section 7213, 7213A, or 
7214 with respect to any return or return in-
formation of such person, the Secretary may 
disclose to such person (or such person’s des-
ignee)— 

‘‘(A) whether an investigation based on the 
person’s provision of such information has 
been initiated and whether it is open or 
closed, 

‘‘(B) whether any such investigation sub-
stantiated such a violation by any indi-
vidual, and 

‘‘(C) whether any action has been taken 
with respect to such individual (including 
whether a referral has been made for pros-
ecution of such individual).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to disclo-
sures made on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 404. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL RELATING 

TO ADVERSE DETERMINATIONS OF 
TAX-EXEMPT STATUS OF CERTAIN 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7123 is amended 
by adding at the end of the following: 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL RELATING TO 
ADVERSE DETERMINATION OF TAX-EXEMPT 
STATUS OF CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe procedures under which an organiza-
tion which claims to be described in section 
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501(c) may request an administrative appeal 
(including a conference relating to such ap-
peal if requested by the organization) to the 
Internal Revenue Service Office of Appeals of 
an adverse determination described in para-
graph (2). 

‘‘(2) ADVERSE DETERMINATIONS.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), an adverse determina-
tion is described in this paragraph if such de-
termination is adverse to an organization 
with respect to— 

‘‘(A) the initial qualification or continuing 
qualification of the organization as exempt 
from tax under section 501(a) or as an organi-
zation described in section 170(c)(2), 

‘‘(B) the initial classification or continuing 
classification of the organization as a pri-
vate foundation under section 509(a), or 

‘‘(C) the initial classification or continuing 
classification of the organization as a pri-
vate operating foundation under section 
4942(j)(3).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to deter-
minations made on or after May 19, 2014. 
SEC. 405. ORGANIZATIONS REQUIRED TO NOTIFY 

SECRETARY OF INTENT TO OPERATE 
UNDER 501(c)(4). 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter F of 
chapter 1 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 506. ORGANIZATIONS REQUIRED TO NOTIFY 

SECRETARY OF INTENT TO OPERATE 
UNDER 501(c)(4). 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—An organization de-
scribed in section 501(c)(4) shall, not later 
than 60 days after the organization is estab-
lished, notify the Secretary (in such manner 
as the Secretary shall by regulation pre-
scribe) that it is operating as such. 

‘‘(b) CONTENTS OF NOTICE.—The notice re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include the 
following information: 

‘‘(1) The name, address, and taxpayer iden-
tification number of the organization. 

‘‘(2) The date on which, and the State 
under the laws of which, the organization 
was organized. 

‘‘(3) A statement of the purpose of the or-
ganization. 

‘‘(c) ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT.—Not 
later than 60 days after receipt of such a no-
tice, the Secretary shall send to the organi-
zation an acknowledgment of such receipt. 

‘‘(d) EXTENSION FOR REASONABLE CAUSE.— 
The Secretary may, for reasonable cause, ex-
tend the 60-day period described in sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(e) USER FEE.—The Secretary shall im-
pose a reasonable user fee for submission of 
the notice under subsection (a). 

‘‘(f) REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION.—Upon 
request by an organization to be treated as 
an organization described in section 501(c)(4), 
the Secretary may issue a determination 
with respect to such treatment. Such request 
shall be treated for purposes of section 6104 
as an application for exemption from tax-
ation under section 501(a).’’. 

(b) SUPPORTING INFORMATION WITH FIRST 
RETURN.—Section 6033(f) is amended— 

(1) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘, and’’, 

(2) by striking ‘‘include on the return re-
quired under subsection (a) the information’’ 
and inserting the following: ‘‘include on the 
return required under subsection (a)— 

‘‘(1) the information’’, and 
(3) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(2) in the case of the first such return 

filed by such an organization after submit-
ting a notice to the Secretary under section 
506(a), such information as the Secretary 
shall by regulation require in support of the 
organization’s treatment as an organization 
described in section 501(c)(4).’’. 

(c) FAILURE TO FILE INITIAL NOTIFICA-
TION.—Section 6652(c) is amended by redesig-

nating paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) as para-
graphs (5), (6), and (7), respectively, and by 
inserting after paragraph (3) the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) NOTICES UNDER SECTION 506.— 
‘‘(A) PENALTY ON ORGANIZATION.—In the 

case of a failure to submit a notice required 
under section 506(a) (relating to organiza-
tions required to notify Secretary of intent 
to operate as 501(c)(4)) on the date and in the 
manner prescribed therefor, there shall be 
paid by the organization failing to so submit 
$20 for each day during which such failure 
continues, but the total amount imposed 
under this subparagraph on any organization 
for failure to submit any one notice shall not 
exceed $5,000. 

‘‘(B) MANAGERS.—The Secretary may make 
written demand on an organization subject 
to penalty under subparagraph (A) specifying 
in such demand a reasonable future date by 
which the notice shall be submitted for pur-
poses of this subparagraph. If such notice is 
not submitted on or before such date, there 
shall be paid by the person failing to so sub-
mit $20 for each day after the expiration of 
the time specified in the written demand 
during which such failure continues, but the 
total amount imposed under this subpara-
graph on all persons for failure to submit 
any one notice shall not exceed $5,000.’’. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part I of subchapter F of chapter 
1 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new item: 

‘‘Sec. 506. Organizations required to notify 
Secretary of intent to operate 
under 501(c)(4).’’. 

(e) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, any fees collected 
pursuant to section 506(e) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as added by subsection 
(a), shall not be expended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury or the Secretary’s delegate un-
less provided by an appropriations Act. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to organizations 
which are described in section 501(c)(4) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and organized 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) CERTAIN EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS.—In 
the case of any other organization described 
in section 501(c)(4) of such Code, the amend-
ments made by this section shall apply to 
such organization only if, on or before the 
date of the enactment of this Act— 

(A) such organization has not applied for a 
written determination of recognition as an 
organization described in section 501(c)(4) of 
such Code, and 

(B) such organization has not filed at least 
one annual return or notice required under 
subsection (a)(1) or (i) (as the case may be) of 
section 6033 of such Code. 
In the case of any organization to which the 
amendments made by this section apply by 
reason of the preceding sentence, such orga-
nization shall submit the notice required by 
section 506(a) of such Code, as added by this 
Act, not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 406. DECLARATORY JUDGMENTS FOR 

501(c)(4) AND OTHER EXEMPT ORGA-
NIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7428(a)(1) is 
amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (C) and by inserting after subpara-
graph (D) the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) with respect to the initial qualifica-
tion or continuing qualification of an organi-
zation as an organization described in sec-
tion 501(c) (other than paragraph (3)) or 
501(d) and exempt from tax under section 
501(a), or’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to pleadings 

filed after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 407. TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT OF IN-

TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE EM-
PLOYEES FOR TAKING OFFICIAL AC-
TIONS FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (10) of section 
1203(b) of the Internal Revenue Service Re-
structuring and Reform Act of 1998 is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(10) performing, delaying, or failing to 
perform (or threatening to perform, delay, or 
fail to perform) any official action (including 
any audit) with respect to a taxpayer for 
purpose of extracting personal gain or ben-
efit or for a political purpose.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 408. GIFT TAX NOT TO APPLY TO CONTRIBU-

TIONS TO CERTAIN EXEMPT ORGA-
NIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2501(a) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(6) TRANSFERS TO CERTAIN EXEMPT ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to 
the transfer of money or other property to 
an organization described in paragraph (4), 
(5), or (6) of section 501(c) and exempt from 
tax under section 501(a), for the use of such 
organization.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to gifts 
made after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(c) NO INFERENCE.—Nothing in the amend-
ment made by subsection (a) shall be con-
strued to create any inference with respect 
to whether any transfer of property (whether 
made before, on, or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act) to an organization de-
scribed in paragraph (4), (5), or (6) of section 
501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
a transfer of property by gift for purposes of 
chapter 12 of such Code. 
SEC. 409. EXTEND INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE TRUN-
CATED SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS 
ON FORM W–2. 

(a) WAGES.—Section 6051(a)(2) is amended 
by striking ‘‘his social security account 
number’’ and inserting ‘‘an identifying num-
ber for the employee’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 410. CLARIFICATION OF ENROLLED AGENT 

CREDENTIALS. 
Section 330 of title 31, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) by redesignating subsections (b), (c), 

and (d) as subsections (c), (d), and (e), respec-
tively, and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(b) Any enrolled agents properly licensed 
to practice as required under rules promul-
gated under subsection (a) shall be allowed 
to use the credentials or designation of ‘en-
rolled agent’, ‘EA’, or ‘E.A.’.’’. 
SEC. 411. PARTNERSHIP AUDIT RULES. 

(a) CORRECTION AND CLARIFICATION TO 
MODIFICATIONS TO IMPUTED UNDERPAY-
MENTS.— 

(1) Section 6225(c)(4)(A)(i) is amended by 
striking ‘‘in the case of ordinary income,’’. 

(2) Section 6225(c) is amended by redesig-
nating paragraphs (5) through (7) as para-
graphs (6) through (8), respectively, and by 
inserting after paragraph (4) the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) CERTAIN PASSIVE LOSSES OF PUBLICLY 
TRADED PARTNERSHIPS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a publicly 
traded partnership (as defined in section 
469(k)(2)), such procedures shall provide— 

‘‘(i) for determining the imputed under-
payment without regard to the portion 
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thereof that the partnership demonstrates is 
attributable to a net decrease in a specified 
passive activity loss which is allocable to a 
specified partner, and 

‘‘(ii) for the partnership to take such net 
decrease into account as an adjustment in 
the adjustment year with respect to the 
specified partners to which such net decrease 
relates. 

‘‘(B) SPECIFIED PASSIVE ACTIVITY LOSS.— 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term 
‘specified passive activity loss’ means, with 
respect to any specified partner of such pub-
licly traded partnership, the lesser of— 

‘‘(i) the passive activity loss of such part-
ner which is separately determined with re-
spect to such partnership under section 
469(k) with respect to such partner’s taxable 
year in which or with which the reviewed 
year of such partnership ends, or 

‘‘(ii) such passive activity loss so deter-
mined with respect to such partner’s taxable 
year in which or with which the adjustment 
year of such partnership ends. 

‘‘(C) SPECIFIED PARTNER.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘specified partner’ 
means any person if such person— 

‘‘(i) is a partner of the publicly traded 
partnership referred to in subparagraph (A), 

‘‘(ii) is described in section 469(a)(2), and 
‘‘(iii) has a specified passive activity loss 

with respect to such publicly traded partner-
ship, 
with respect to each taxable year of such 
person which is during the period beginning 
with the taxable year of such person in 
which or with which the reviewed year of 
such publicly traded partnership ends and 
ending with the taxable year of such person 
in which or with which the adjustment year 
of such publicly traded partnership ends.’’. 

(b) CORRECTION AND CLARIFICATION TO JUDI-
CIAL REVIEW OF PARTNERSHIP ADJUSTMENT .— 

(1) Section 6226 is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(d) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—For the time period 
within which a partnership may file a peti-
tion for a readjustment, see section 6234(a).’’. 

(2) Subsections (a)(3), (b)(1), and (d) of sec-
tion 6234 are each amended by striking ‘‘the 
Claims Court’’ and inserting ‘‘the Court of 
Federal Claims’’. 

(3) The heading for section 6234(b) is 
amended by striking ‘‘CLAIMS COURT’’ and in-
serting ‘‘COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS’’. 

(c) CORRECTION AND CLARIFICATION TO PE-
RIOD OF LIMITATIONS ON MAKING ADJUST-
MENTS.— 

(1) Section 6235(a)(2) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘paragraph (4)’’ and inserting ‘‘para-
graph (7)’’. 

(2) Section 6235(a)(3) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘270 days’’ and inserting ‘‘330 days (plus 
the number of days of any extension con-
sented to by the Secretary under section 
6225(c)(7)’’. 

(d) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 
6031(b) is amended by striking the last sen-
tence and inserting the following: ‘‘Except as 
provided in the procedures under section 
6225(c), with respect to statements under sec-
tion 6226, or as otherwise provided by the 
Secretary, information required to be fur-
nished by the partnership under this sub-
section may not be amended after the due 
date of the return under subsection (a) to 
which such information relates.’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 1101 of the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2015. 

Subtitle B—United States Tax Court 
PART 1—TAXPAYER ACCESS TO UNITED 

STATES TAX COURT 
SEC. 421. FILING PERIOD FOR INTEREST ABATE-

MENT CASES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (h) of section 

6404 is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘REVIEW OF DENIAL’’ in the 
heading and inserting ‘‘JUDICIAL REVIEW’’, 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘if such action is brought’’ 
and all that follows in paragraph (1) and in-
serting ‘‘if such action is brought— 

‘‘(A) at any time after the earlier of— 
‘‘(i) the date of the mailing of the Sec-

retary’s final determination not to abate 
such interest, or 

‘‘(ii) the date which is 180 days after the 
date of the filing with the Secretary (in such 
form as the Secretary may prescribe) of a 
claim for abatement under this section, and 

‘‘(B) not later than the date which is 180 
days after the date described in subpara-
graph (A)(i).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to claims 
for abatement of interest filed with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 422. SMALL TAX CASE ELECTION FOR INTER-

EST ABATEMENT CASES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 

7463 is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of para-

graph (1), 
(2) by striking the period at the end of 

paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and 
(3) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(3) a petition to the Tax Court under sec-

tion 6404(h) in which the amount of the 
abatement sought does not exceed $50,000.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to cases 
pending as of the day after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, and cases commenced 
after such date of enactment. 
SEC. 423. VENUE FOR APPEAL OF SPOUSAL RE-

LIEF AND COLLECTION CASES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 

7482(b) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of subpara-

graph (D), 
(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-

paragraph (E), and 
(3) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the 

following new subparagraphs: 
‘‘(F) in the case of a petition under section 

6015(e), the legal residence of the petitioner, 
or 

‘‘(G) in the case of a petition under section 
6320 or 6330— 

‘‘(i) the legal residence of the petitioner if 
the petitioner is an individual, and 

‘‘(ii) the principal place of business or prin-
cipal office or agency if the petitioner is an 
entity other than an individual.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to petitions filed 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) EFFECT ON EXISTING PROCEEDINGS.— 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
create any inference with respect to the ap-
plication of section 7482 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 with respect to court pro-
ceedings filed on or before the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 
SEC. 424. SUSPENSION OF RUNNING OF PERIOD 

FOR FILING PETITION OF SPOUSAL 
RELIEF AND COLLECTION CASES. 

(a) PETITIONS FOR SPOUSAL RELIEF.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (e) of section 

6015 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) SUSPENSION OF RUNNING OF PERIOD FOR 
FILING PETITION IN TITLE 11 CASES.—In the 
case of a person who is prohibited by reason 
of a case under title 11, United States Code, 
from filing a petition under paragraph (1)(A) 
with respect to a final determination of re-
lief under this section, the running of the pe-
riod prescribed by such paragraph for filing 
such a petition with respect to such final de-

termination shall be suspended for the period 
during which the person is so prohibited 
from filing such a petition, and for 60 days 
thereafter.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to peti-
tions filed under section 6015(e) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) COLLECTION PROCEEDINGS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 

6330 is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘appeal such determination 

to the Tax Court’’ in paragraph (1) and in-
serting ‘‘petition the Tax Court for review of 
such determination’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘JUDICIAL REVIEW OF DETER-
MINATION’’ in the heading of paragraph (1) 
and inserting ‘‘PETITION FOR REVIEW BY TAX 
COURT’’, 

(C) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3), and 

(D) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) SUSPENSION OF RUNNING OF PERIOD FOR 
FILING PETITION IN TITLE 11 CASES.—In the 
case of a person who is prohibited by reason 
of a case under title 11, United States Code, 
from filing a petition under paragraph (1) 
with respect to a determination under this 
section, the running of the period prescribed 
by such subsection for filing such a petition 
with respect to such determination shall be 
suspended for the period during which the 
person is so prohibited from filing such a pe-
tition, and for 30 days thereafter, and’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to peti-
tions filed under section 6330 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 
(c) of section 6320 is amended by striking 
‘‘(2)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘(3)(B)’’. 
SEC. 425. APPLICATION OF FEDERAL RULES OF 

EVIDENCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7453 is amended 

by striking ‘‘the rules of evidence applicable 
in trials without a jury in the United States 
District Court of the District of Columbia’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the Federal Rules of Evi-
dence’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to pro-
ceedings commenced after the date of the en-
actment of this Act and, to the extent that 
it is just and practicable, to all proceedings 
pending on such date. 

PART 2—UNITED STATES TAX COURT 
ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 431. JUDICIAL CONDUCT AND DISABILITY 
PROCEDURES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part II of subchapter C of 
chapter 76 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 7466. JUDICIAL CONDUCT AND DISABILITY 

PROCEDURES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Tax Court shall pre-

scribe rules, consistent with the provisions 
of chapter 16 of title 28, United States Code, 
establishing procedures for the filing of com-
plaints with respect to the conduct of any 
judge or special trial judge of the Tax Court 
and for the investigation and resolution of 
such complaints. In investigating and taking 
action with respect to any such complaint, 
the Tax Court shall have the powers granted 
to a judicial council under such chapter. 

‘‘(b) JUDICIAL COUNCIL.—The provisions of 
sections 354(b) through 360 of title 28, United 
States Code, regarding referral or certifi-
cation to, and petition for review in the Ju-
dicial Conference of the United States, and 
action thereon, shall apply to the exercise by 
the Tax Court of the powers of a judicial 
council under subsection (a). The determina-
tion pursuant to section 354(b) or 355 of title 
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28, United States Code, shall be made based 
on the grounds for removal of a judge from 
office under section 7443(f), and certification 
and transmittal by the Conference of any 
complaint shall be made to the President for 
consideration under section 7443(f). 

‘‘(c) HEARINGS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In conducting hearings 

pursuant to subsection (a), the Tax Court 
may exercise the authority provided under 
section 1821 of title 28, United States Code, 
to pay the fees and allowances described in 
that section. 

‘‘(2) REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES.—The 
Tax Court shall have the power provided 
under section 361 of such title 28 to award re-
imbursement for the reasonable expenses de-
scribed in that section. Reimbursements 
under this paragraph shall be made out of 
any funds appropriated for purposes of the 
Tax Court.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part II of subchapter C of chap-
ter 76 is amended by adding at the end the 
following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 7466. Judicial conduct and disability 

procedures.’’. 
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to pro-
ceedings commenced after the date which is 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and, to the extent just and prac-
ticable, all proceedings pending on such 
date. 
SEC. 432. ADMINISTRATION, JUDICIAL CON-

FERENCE, AND FEES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part III of subchapter C 

of chapter 76 is amended by inserting before 
section 7471 the following new sections: 
‘‘SEC. 7470. ADMINISTRATION. 

‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Tax Court may exercise, for pur-
poses of management, administration, and 
expenditure of funds of the Court, the au-
thorities provided for such purposes by any 
provision of law (including any limitation 
with respect to such provision of law) appli-
cable to a court of the United States (as that 
term is defined in section 451 of title 28, 
United States Code), except to the extent 
that such provision of law is inconsistent 
with a provision of this subchapter. 
‘‘SEC. 7470A. JUDICIAL CONFERENCE. 

‘‘(a) JUDICIAL CONFERENCE.—The chief 
judge may summon the judges and special 
trial judges of the Tax Court to an annual ju-
dicial conference, at such time and place as 
the chief judge shall designate, for the pur-
pose of considering the business of the Tax 
Court and recommending means of improv-
ing the administration of justice within the 
jurisdiction of the Tax Court. The Tax Court 
shall provide by its rules for representation 
and active participation at such conferences 
by persons admitted to practice before the 
Tax Court and by other persons active in the 
legal profession. 

‘‘(b) REGISTRATION FEE.—The Tax Court 
may impose a reasonable registration fee on 
persons (other than judges and special trial 
judges of the Tax Court) participating at ju-
dicial conferences convened pursuant to sub-
section (a). Amounts so received by the Tax 
Court shall be available to the Tax Court to 
defray the expenses of such conferences.’’. 

(b) DISPOSITION OF FEES.—Section 7473 is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 7473. DISPOSITION OF FEES. 

‘‘Except as provided in sections 7470A and 
7475, all fees received by the Tax Court pur-
suant to this title shall be deposited into a 
special fund of the Treasury to be available 
to offset funds appropriated for the operation 
and maintenance of the Tax Court.’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of 
sections for part III of subchapter C of chap-
ter 76 is amended by inserting before the 

item relating to section 7471 the following 
new items: 
‘‘Sec. 7470. Administration. 
‘‘Sec. 7470A. Judicial conference.’’. 

PART 3—CLARIFICATION RELATING TO 
UNITED STATES TAX COURT 

SEC. 441. CLARIFICATION RELATING TO UNITED 
STATES TAX COURT. 

Section 7441 is amended by adding at the 
end the following: ‘‘The Tax Court is not an 
agency of, and shall be independent of, the 
executive branch of the Government.’’. 

TITLE V—TRADE-RELATED PROVISIONS 
SEC. 501. MODIFICATION OF EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO TARIFF 
CLASSIFICATION OF RECREATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE OUTERWEAR. 

Section 601(c) of the Trade Preferences Ex-
tension Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–27; 129 
Stat. 412) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘the 180th 
day after the date of the enactment of this 
Act’’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2016’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘such 180th 
day’’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2016’’. 
SEC. 502. AGREEMENT BY ASIA-PACIFIC ECO-

NOMIC COOPERATION MEMBERS TO 
REDUCE RATES OF DUTY ON CER-
TAIN ENVIRONMENTAL GOODS. 

Section 107 of the Bipartisan Congressional 
Trade Priorities and Accountability Act of 
2015 (Public Law 114–26; 19 U.S.C. 4206) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(c) AGREEMENT BY ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION MEMBERS TO REDUCE RATES OF 
DUTY ON CERTAIN ENVIRONMENTAL GOODS.— 
Notwithstanding the notification require-
ment described in section 103(a)(2), the Presi-
dent may exercise the proclamation author-
ity provided for in section 103(a)(1)(B) to im-
plement an agreement by members of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
to reduce any rate of duty on certain envi-
ronmental goods included in Annex C of the 
APEC Leaders Declaration issued on Sep-
tember 9, 2012, if (and only if) the President, 
as soon as feasible after the date of the en-
actment of this subsection, and before exer-
cising proclamation authority under section 
103(a)(1)(B), notifies Congress of the negotia-
tions relating to the agreement and the spe-
cific United States objectives in the negotia-
tions.’’. 

TITLE VI—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 
SEC. 601. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) PAYGO SCORECARD.—The budgetary ef-
fects of this Act shall not be entered on ei-
ther PAYGO scorecard maintained pursuant 
to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay-As-You- 
Go Act of 2010. 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARD.—The budg-
etary effects of this Act shall not be entered 
on any PAYGO scorecard maintained for 
purposes of section 201 of S. Con. Res. 21 
(110th Congress). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 566, the ques-
tion shall be divided among the two 
House amendments. 

Pursuant to section 2(a) of House 
Resolution 566, the portion of the di-
vided question comprising the amend-
ment specified in section 3(b) of House 
Resolution 566 shall be considered first. 

This portion shall be debatable for 1 
hour equally divided and controlled by 
the Chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
BRADY) and the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. LEVIN) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2029. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

After months of negotiations, I am 
honored today to talk to Americans 
about the Protecting Americans from 
Tax Hikes Act, also known as the 
PATH Act. 

The most important thing for the 
American people to know is that this 
bill prevents their taxes from increas-
ing, helps create more jobs in their 
communities, and makes it easier for 
them to do their taxes. It also reins in 
the IRS and protects taxpayers from 
waste and fraud within the large tax 
credit programs administered by the 
IRS. 

Now I would like to take a moment 
to talk about the six specific ways this 
bill helps American taxpayers. 

First, this bill provides $629 billion of 
tax relief that families and businesses 
can rely on. It is financially respon-
sible because preventing a tax increase 
is never a cost. 

Republicans have always worked to 
stop Washington from taking more 
money from the hardworking Ameri-
cans who earned it. This is not Wash-
ington’s money. It is the taxpayers’. 
We shouldn’t have to raise taxes on 
some people to prevent taxes on other 
people from going up. 

Secondly, by making a number of 
temporary tax provisions permanent, 
this will deliver predictability, clarity, 
and certainty for individual taxpayers 
as well as people managing businesses 
and trying to invest for the future. 

As we know all too well, how our 
country manages its Tax Code makes 
absolutely no sense. How can families 
and local businesses count on tax relief 
each year as long as Congress can’t de-
cide what is permanent and what is 
not? That confusion ends with this bill. 

With this bill in place, Americans 
will no longer have to worry each De-
cember if Congress will take action to 
extend certain tax relief measures that 
they have come to rely upon, including 
allowing State and local sales tax de-
ductions for families, providing small 
businesses tax relief, and offering in-
centives—true incentives—for innova-
tion, including the research and devel-
opment tax credit. 

Third, this is a progrowth bill. This 
permanent tax relief will make it easi-
er for employees to plan ahead, hire 
new workers, grow their businesses, 
and invest in the community. 

Fourth, Americans who are frus-
trated by Washington waste will be 
pleased to know that our bill contains 
stronger measures to fight fraud and 
abuse in these tax credit programs. 
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While these provisions are significant, 
they are only a down payment on Re-
publican efforts to make these tax pro-
grams, which are far too prone to 
error, abuse, and waste today, more ac-
countable. 

Fifth, our bill reins in the IRS and 
protects taxpayers, delivers the power 
to fire IRS employees who take politi-
cally motivated actions against tax-
payers, requires IRS employees to re-
spect the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, and 
prohibits IRS employees from using 
personal email accounts for official 
business. 

After witnessing years of abuse at 
the IRS, we can all agree that these 
provisions are important taxpayer vic-
tories. 

Finally, this bill serves as a path for-
ward to progrowth tax reform by en-
suring that we will no longer have to 
spend months each year debating tem-
porary tax extensions. Instead, Con-
gress can focus on delivering a simpler, 
fairer, and flatter Tax Code that is 
built for growth. 

I am proud of this legislation and 
grateful for all the Members of Con-
gress who have helped throughout the 
course of these negotiations. This bill 
includes literally dozens of provisions 
drawn from bills and marked up by the 
Ways and Means Committee this past 
year. That is a reflection of the regular 
order that I am committed to extend-
ing and expanding next year as the 
committee digs in on tax reform and 
other critical measures. 

There is a lot in this bill, but those 
are the key principles. The bottom line 
is this legislation prevents tax in-
creases, creates more job opportuni-
ties, and makes it easier for Americans 
to do their taxes. That is a great gift, 
an overdue gift, for the American tax-
payers and the people who want and de-
serve a stronger U.S. economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1115 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
This bill adds $622 billion to the def-

icit, the vast majority of which is 
through permanent tax provisions. For 
those who propose to have the increase 
in the deficit continue to drive down 
defense domestic spending, this bill 
will almost certainly accomplish this. 
By FY17, nondefense discretionary 
spending will have already fallen to its 
lowest level, as a share of the economy, 
since 1962. These cuts seriously threat-
en programs that assist the middle 
class or those who are striving to reach 
the middle class, programs like Head 
Start and Pell Grants and those in job 
training and those in basic health re-
search. 

For those who want, as they have for 
years, to make tax breaks permanent 
so that they will not have to be offset 
in revenue-neutral tax reform, this bill 
will help them carry it out, leaving 
more room to cut taxes for the very 
wealthy, which they will say will pay 
for themselves. 

For those who want to continue tax 
cuts that were only intended for a spe-
cific period, like expensive bonus de-
preciation, the purpose of which is to 
ease recovery from the recession and to 
lose its effectiveness otherwise, this 
bill will help do that. 

For those who want to continue 
international tax proposals, often serv-
ing as a loophole and helping to move 
resources overseas, this bill will help 
do that. The active financing inter-
national tax provision, made perma-
nent in this bill at a cost of $78 billion, 
and the extension of the CFC look- 
through provision for 5 years, at a cost 
of $8 billion, which often promotes tax 
savings, should be thoroughly reexam-
ined as part of comprehensive tax re-
form—and the sooner the better. 

This bill is a piecemeal approach to 
tax reform. It is the opposite of what 
was done by former Ways and Means 
Chairman Dave Camp, who kept some 
provisions, who changed some, who 
ended some, like bonus depreciation, 
and who paid for his revenue-neutral 
comprehensive tax reform proposal. 

These shortcomings must be weighed 
against the provisions that are impor-
tant priorities for Democrats—the 
child tax credit, the earned income tax 
credit, and the American opportunity 
tax credit. But the long-term negative 
dangers of this legislation make the 
price too high. Therefore, I oppose this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, I have asked that the 
nonpartisan Joint Committee on Tax-
ation make available to the public a 
technical explanation of the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015, 
which the House is considering today. 

The Joint Committee on Taxation 
has issued that technical explanation 
as JCX–144–15, and it expresses the 
Ways and Means Committee’s under-
standing and legislative intent behind 
this important legislation. It is avail-
able on the Joint Committee on Tax-
ation’s Web site at www.jct.gov. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. BOU-
STANY), who leads the Subcommittee 
on Tax Policy for the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. I thank the chair-
man for the fine work he and his staff 
have done in negotiating this package. 

Mr. Speaker, Speaker RYAN has 
talked about restoring confidence in 
America, which is something I think 
we can all agree on. Things we need to 
do to achieve that involve restoring 
American leadership abroad, pro-
tecting our American values, and, very 
importantly, restoring American pros-
perity. We can’t do that until we re-
form the Tax Code. That is at the cen-
ter of all of the efforts to restore Amer-
ican prosperity through economic 
growth. 

I rise in rigorous support of this bill 
as it stops the cycle of just extending 
these provisions without vetting them 
year after year and in the last hours of 
the year. It is time to stop that, and we 
are doing that. We are making some of 
these provisions permanent. We are 
creating certainty for American fami-
lies and for American businesses at a 
time of economic uncertainty. This is 
real tax relief that sets the stage for 
tax reform. 

There are a number of important pro-
visions in this. Mr. PAULSEN has 
worked very hard to repeal the device 
tax, which stifles American innovation, 
and we are going to put this on hold for 
2 years. We are going to stop the health 
insurance tax for 1 year, which is caus-
ing health insurance premium hikes for 
American families. By some estimates, 
it is $350 to $400 a year for American 
families, and this is wrong. 

The R&D tax credit is made perma-
nent. American innovation is what we 
want to see to get growth. It also has 
a whole bunch of other provisions that 
help small businesses and families. We 
do work very hard to create program 
integrity in our EITC and child tax 
credit, something that is very much 
needed. 

I believe this is a very important step 
forward for tax reform. It sets the 
stage. We have broken that disastrous 
cycle of just a knee-jerk extension of 
these provisions, and we have, actu-
ally, vetted a lot of these tax provi-
sions to be made permanent—we have 
run them through committee; we have 
had hearings; we have had markups; we 
have taken them to the floor. We are 
trying to restore regular order. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this will be 
seen as a first step in restoring Amer-
ican confidence. I am confident of that. 
Let’s pass this package and move on. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the Democratic 
whip. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, as for the last speaker, 
I heard that speech in 1981. I heard it in 
2001. I heard it in 2003. The certainty of 
this bill is that we will explode further 
deficits and provide for disinvestment. 
That is the certainty of this bill, and I 
rise in strong opposition to it. 

This package will raise deficits by 
approximately $622 billion over the 
next 10 years. Add to that the $58 bil-
lion in unpaid-for tax provisions in the 
omnibus bill of approximately $680 bil-
lion. When you add interest to that, it 
is almost $800 billion in additional 
debt, Mr. and Mrs. America. 

I came to this floor on Tuesday and 
spoke in greater detail about my oppo-
sition to this package. I, again, want to 
highlight one major issue, and that is 
how enacting this legislation will set 
the stage for the next round of painful 
sequester cuts, otherwise known as dis-
investment in growing our economy 
and jobs. 

Do my colleagues not see the tragic 
symmetry of this package’s almost $800 
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billion in new deficits and the seques-
ter’s $813 billion in cuts that were im-
posed for the sake of deficit reduction? 

Republicans will again insist upon 
hundreds of billions of cuts from do-
mestic discretionary investment—i.e., 
growing jobs and the economy—in 
order to make up for the budget short-
fall incurred by the extension of these 
tax credits, some of which are made 
permanent. 

There are, certainly, good reasons to 
make a number of these tax credits and 
deductions permanent, and I support 
making many of these permanent, but 
we ought to pay for it in the process, as 
your predecessor did, Mr. Camp. It was 
a tough decision he made, and it was 
dismissed out of hand because it was 
hard to do. 

This is easy to do. There is no cour-
age required to vote for this bill. All 
you have to do is suspend common 
sense. This legislation flies in the face 
of the basic budgeting principle, which 
hardworking families all across our Na-
tion understand and have to live with 
every month. 

Maya MacGuineas, president of the 
Committee for a Responsible Federal 
Budget, wrote in The Washington Post 
last week: 

‘‘How do we explain to our children 
that we borrowed more than $1 tril-
lion—counting interest—not because it 
was a national emergency or to make 
critical investments in the future but 
because we just don’t like paying our 
bills?’’ 

Republicans would answer as they al-
ways do—that tax cuts somehow, magi-
cally, pay for themselves. I have been 
here 35 years. It has never happened. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 30 seconds. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we have 
seen that notion disproven several 
times over, and the results of experi-
menting with that idea have been high-
er deficits and a ballooning debt that 
fuel Republican efforts to disinvest in 
our future and to dismantle Medicare, 
Social Security, and safety net pro-
grams. Let’s not make the same mis-
take again. 

Instead, we ought to be voting on a 
straightforward, 2-year extension, and 
then commit ourselves to meaningful 
tax reform as David Camp did. It is 
tough to do, I understand that, but it is 
the right thing to do. Let us show that 
we have courage as well as common 
sense. Defeat this bill. Let us move on 
to meaningful tax reform and to grow-
ing our economy. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. TIBERI), one of our key lead-
ers on tax reform. 

Mr. TIBERI. I thank Chairman 
BRADY and Speaker RYAN for their 
leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, to the previous gen-
tleman, I say Mr. and Mrs. America 
would be stunned to know that, to keep 
current policy in place, we have to 

raise taxes to keep tax cuts, some of 
which have been in place for 30 years. 
The R&D tax credit has been around 
for 30 years. The horrible way that we 
make policy here on a retroactive basis 
or on a ‘‘1-year forward and then we 
will address it again’’ basis is changing 
today. 

Tom and Judy Price, who are farmers 
in my district, have been thinking 
about buying a loader this year. They 
can now, actually, buy one, and they 
can, actually, plan for the next 10 years 
on how to operate their farm and to 
make investments. There is that small 
business guy who wants to expense or 
that person to whom R&D is so impor-
tant, but they weren’t sure what we 
were going to do with the R&D tax 
credit even though it has been around 
for decades. 

For decades, the current policy has 
been the R&D tax credit. Yet, making 
that current policy permanent was 
being argued by some on the other side 
as our having to raise taxes to pay for 
this current policy. No wonder Ameri-
cans shake their heads. 

This is a good bill. This is an amaz-
ing bill. Go talk to your small business 
owners. Go talk to the accountant at 
the YMCA who puts together tax fil-
ings for people who care about the 
child tax credit and about the perma-
nency in the child tax credit, about the 
New Markets tax credit—things that 
have an amazing impact on our com-
munities, like the Low-Income Housing 
tax credit that Mr. NEAL and I have 
worked on. Section 179’s permanency is 
unbelievable. It is going to impact 
communities from coast to coast, in-
cluding my district in Ohio and farm-
ers as well. This is going to provide 
amazing certainty. 

I have been so pleased to work on a 
number of these issues with my Repub-
lican and Democrat colleagues. This, 
ladies and gentlemen, is a wonderful 
bridge to comprehensive tax reform. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. RANGEL). 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
know how proud we can be as legisla-
tors to say, at the end of the year, in-
stead of legislating—having hearings, 
listening to what this is going to do to 
help America, and where it is going to 
hurt—we are so proud of the fact that 
we are negotiating. Here we are talking 
about $680 billion of tax cuts, yet, we 
all know that, when we get home, there 
is nobody in the world who is going to 
think that their pockets, that their 
jobs, that their educations are going to 
be better. 

The world should be screaming for 
America to provide the leadership and 
to say that we have a system based on 
a Tax Code that we can depend on. Yes, 
we shouldn’t have to extend these 
every year. We should work together to 
bring all of this together so that we 
know exactly what is going on. 

I hate to say this. People talk about 
the earned income tax credit. I fought 
for this. I am one of the people who 

goes against loopholes, and I guess I 
have really tried to get more loopholes 
in it in order for poor people to get 
some justice out of the tax system. The 
truth of the matter is, because of the 
disparity in incomes, because people 
work hard every day and they are still 
in poverty, we are going to use the Tax 
Code in order to say that we will give 
them a refundable tax credit. 

No. What this is going to do is to re-
move the ability for this great country 
of ours to have the discretionary funds 
to do the right thing, which is really 
conditioned in what we call the pursuit 
of happiness. We should not be using 
the Tax Code for social welfare, nor 
should we be using the Tax Code in 
order to have certain companies ben-
efit from it. 
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What we should be doing is reforming 
the entire Tax Code so America would 
know where we are going and where we 
should be going. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Kansas (Ms. JENKINS), a key mem-
ber of our tax writing committee. 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for his good 
work on this issue. 

As I visit with folks at home in Kan-
sas, they often express their frustra-
tion with Washington. Uncertainty is 
the enemy, whether in tax policy, regu-
latory policy, or health policy. Folks 
simply need to know what the rules 
will be so they can plan accordingly. 

As a former CPA who worked in the 
tax area and a former State treasurer, 
I have seen firsthand how uncertain 
tax policies that expire every year neg-
atively impact our hardworking busi-
nesses and families. I am pleased we 
have secured a tax package that will 
bring much more certainty to families 
and businesses across the country 
fighting to create jobs in our still- 
struggling economy. This legislation 
will help bring us closer to the stable 
tax policies our economy desperately 
needs. 

This bill is another step in the right 
direction toward a confident America, 
built on principles and values that hard 
work should equal success. This legis-
lation will grow our economy, put 
more money back in the folks’ pockets, 
and rein in the IRS. With these founda-
tions, we can continue to make strides 
towards a progrowth agenda that helps 
businesses succeed, creates more jobs, 
and stimulates the economy. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI). 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and I thank 
him for his leadership on bigger pay-
checks for America’s working families 
and in so many areas. Thank you, Mr. 
LEVIN, for your leadership. 

I congratulate Chairman BRADY for 
assuming his new position. We all wish 
him success and look forward to work-
ing with him. 
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The bill before us today calls for very 

serious discussion. We in this body 
have a very big responsibility to make 
decisions as architects of our children’s 
future, where we are making decisions 
that strengthen the middle class and 
that take us to our responsibility to be 
custodians of our democracy. 

The middle class is the backbone of 
our democracy, and this legislation un-
dermines the success of the middle 
class. In terms of children, their edu-
cation, the financial security of their 
families, the pension security of their 
grandparents, the health of the envi-
ronment in which they live, all of that 
is seriously affected by this legislation. 

Let’s put it in perspective, because 
this is part of a grand scheme that 
started after President Clinton left of-
fice. In his term of office, because of 
the Budget Act of 1993 which passed 
with Democratic support, it unleashed 
a remarkable era of job creation, and it 
took us on a path to deficit reduction. 
In fact, five of his last budgets were 
even or in surplus, and that was taking 
us to a path of reducing not only the 
deficit—of course it would be elimi-
nated—but the national debt. 

Along came tax cuts for the middle 
class, and in just a few years, all of the 
progress in reducing the deficit that 
occurred during the Clinton adminis-
tration was reversed by the Bush tax 
cuts—unpaid for—for the wealthiest. 
That unpaid for is really what my 
problem is here today. 

There are many provisions in this 
bill that we Democrats take ownership 
of and I personally take some personal 
pride in having worked on. For exam-
ple, the earned income tax credit and 
the childcare tax credit, those initia-
tives we negotiated with President 
Bush to take them to the place that 
they are. They are a stimulus. They 
were debated and passed at the time as 
part of President Bush’s stimulus pack-
age. 

When it comes to some of the initia-
tives like R&D, we have all been talk-
ing about modernizing and making per-
manent the research and development 
tax credit. The problem is, unpaid for. 

When we talk about 179, that is a cre-
ation of which Democrats were very 
much a part, which were the initiatives 
to help small businesses. We fully sub-
scribe to that. But when we make them 
permanent—and that might be a good 
idea—and they are unpaid for, it also 
hurts our ability to do something 
broader in the Tax Code and take ad-
vantage of that opportunity. 

So low-income housing tax credits, 
again, I think I am second to none—ex-
cept maybe Mr. RANGEL—in this body 
in my advocacy for that, when Mr. Ros-
tenkowski was the chairman of the 
committee. It is important that they 
are in this legislation, and they should 
be permanent. 

My problem with it all is why are 
these things—look, this is an engine to 
send jobs overseas with some of the 
provisions that are in the legislation, 
so it is like a Trojan horse. There are 

many good things, and then all of a 
sudden you find out what is in the 
belly of them. 

So the fact that they are permanent 
means that, for certain things like 
bonus depreciation and things like 
that, if they are for a short term, peo-
ple will take advantage of them. We 
get the boost in our economy, and our 
Treasury from that. 

Here is what it comes down to: You 
go down this path of $600-plus billion of 
permanent, unpaid for tax extenders 
largely benefiting corporate America 
and say that doesn’t have to be paid 
for. Oh, but, by the way, if you want to 
do $7 billion to honor the work of 9/11 
first responders, you have to pay for 
every penny of it, find a way to do it by 
cuts or outlay or some other way. 

So what is the symmetry in all of 
this? Tax cuts for businesses to send 
jobs overseas, unpaid for and perma-
nent; 9/11, which is an emergency, 
would you not agree? If there ever were 
an emergency, it would be 9/11. And the 
costs related to honoring our commit-
ments, both in health and compensa-
tion to those workers, should be held 
up because we couldn’t find pay-fors. 
Now we have, so that is good. We had 
to find the pay-fors. 

What I question very seriously is: 
What are the costs in the outyears? It 
is hard to determine, but they are 
there. 

What they are going to do is increase 
the deficit with such seriousness that 
our country will have to borrow from 
the Social Security trust fund to stay 
afloat, seriously undermining Social 
Security—and as our distinguished 
whip said, Social Security, Medicare, 
and the rest. It seriously affects this 
legislation, seriously affects our abil-
ity to make the discretionary invest-
ments in the education of our children, 
the promotion of growth, and the rest 
of that. 

So I think what it comes down to is, 
yes, there are some good ideas in here. 
We developed them. We support them. 
We don’t even care if some of them are 
permanent. It is the unpaid for part of 
it that is mortgaging our children’s fu-
ture, that is threatening Social Secu-
rity, and that undermines our ability 
to reduce the deficit and reduce the in-
terest payments on the national debt. 

Again, we are walking away from 
what President Clinton did so success-
fully with a very difficult vote. We lost 
the Congress after that for that and 
other reasons. Some Members did. 
They said: I did the right thing because 
it took us on a path of fiscal soundness, 
and it took us on a path of economic 
growth. This, of course, was reversed in 
the Bush years. The $5.5 trillion of def-
icit reduction was—there was an $11 
trillion reversal, one of the biggest, up 
until that time, of a reversal. 

My colleagues, I sympathize with 
some who say, well, I have always been 
for R&D tax credits, and others who 
say, well, it has to do with the tax stuff 
in my State and all that. I appreciate 
that, and I respect your judgment on 
it. 

There is a bigger picture here, and 
the bigger picture is our responsibility 
to the future. The chickens will come 
home to roost on this. We will have to 
pay. You know who is going to pay? 
Our children, their families, the Social 
Security system, and the rest. 

For that reason, I will not be sup-
porting this, and I join our distin-
guished Whip HOYER in urging our col-
leagues to vote against it as well. I 
know it sounds good. But, as I said, it 
is a Trojan horse, and we should not be 
fooled. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN), the House 
leader of the efforts to stop the med-
ical device tax. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker and 
Members, the United States is the only 
country in the world that lets impor-
tant parts of its Tax Code expire each 
and every year, and we are changing 
that here today. This bipartisan tax 
package prioritizes permanent tax re-
lief for families and businesses so that 
they can keep more of their own 
money, they can hire new workers, and 
they can invest in new equipment. 

It also does include the repeal of the 
medical device tax that has been in 
place, and it stops it for the next 2 
years, a tax that has cost our economy 
jobs and has also reduced innovation. 

What has been the result of this tax? 
One small business I spoke with said it 
is pretty simple. Instead of having 10 
projects, I will have 6, which means 2 
fewer engineers and 2 fewer techni-
cians. 

Another company I spoke to says, be-
cause it is a tax on sales and not on 
profit, they testified it is a 79 percent 
effective tax rate that they have. How 
can anyone justify a 79 percent effec-
tive tax rate? Another company said 
they are borrowing money from the 
bank every single month just to pay 
the tax in the hopes and taking the 
risk that they will actually become 
profitable. 

Of course, a constituent I spoke to, 
Jim, he told the story of losing his job 
at a medical device company that he 
had for 21 years. He was laid off. He 
eventually was rehired, but his job paid 
$40,000 less, his vacation time was 
halved, and his health costs sky-
rocketed. 

Of course, patients are suffering also 
because we have fewer lifesaving and 
life-improving technologies here devel-
oped in the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, this tax package helps 
our economy, and it gets us back on 
track with a progrowth Tax Code. I 
will say that our local businesses are 
really excited about ending the guess-
ing game of 6-month, 1-year, retro-
active tax policy and instead giving 
clarity, predictability, and certainty so 
they can invest in their people and 
they can invest in their equipment. 

I ask my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

I thank the chairman for his leader-
ship. 
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 

minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. NEAL). 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, the bill we 
have before us today is the universal 
legislator’s dilemma: the possible 
versus the perfect. 

I rise in support of this legislation 
today. I stand with President Obama in 
support of this legislation today. 

I rise to prevent 18 million Ameri-
cans, including 8 million children, from 
falling deeper into poverty. 

I rise to ensure that, during this spe-
cial time of the year, nonprofits will 
continue their important work to im-
prove the lives of millions of Ameri-
cans through charitable activity. 

I rise to unleash billions of dollars in 
economic development to rebuild, to 
rehab, and to refurbish our neighbor-
hoods and our communities. 

I rise to incentivize American inno-
vation and the millions of jobs that it 
creates. At this bill’s core is a modest 
progrowth jobs bill, one that, given the 
current headwinds of our economy, is 
sorely needed. 

I have spent the better part of my ca-
reer in Congress as a champion of the 
earned income tax credit and expand-
ing it, as a champion of the child tax 
credit and expanding it, as a champion 
of the low-income housing tax credit 
and expanding it and the expansion of 
the New Markets Tax Credit Program, 
which my DNA clearly is on. 

Taken together, these credits will go 
a long way to toward improving the 
lives of millions of Americans across 
the country in our typically over-
looked communities. 
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This is not the easiest way to accom-
plish an end. We should be very critical 
of ourselves now for the backup man-
ner in which we do these under-
takings—voting on 12 legislative appro-
priations bills tomorrow wrapped into 
1; tax policy that is done in this shape 
and manner. 

I will also say something else that we 
need to remind ourselves of: the break-
down of the committee structure in 
Congress. What has happened to the 
procedures that we all use to vet con-
troversial legislation? Amendments 
could be offered and people could speak 
their minds. 

Today we are taking up issues that 
should have been vetted over the 
course of the last 3 years. I offer a 
gentle rebuke to my colleagues on the 
other side. Chairman Camp had the 
backbone to put out a decent piece of 
legislation. It didn’t mean we were 
going to embrace it or endorse it, but 
it was a courageous act, and it was his 
own side that shot it down. 

In Cambridge, Massachusetts, Ken-
dall Square has the highest concentra-
tion of research and development today 
in the world. Making the R&D tax 
credit permanent is going to enhance 
that opportunity. I have worked on the 
R&D credit and pushed for a more ag-
gressive, predictable R&D credit 

through my entire years in this Con-
gress. 

This is not perfect, what we are doing 
today. It is far from it. But it rep-
resents a compromise or, as The New 
York Times called it, an acceptable 
compromise that is necessary to move 
the country forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge its adoption. 
Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. REICHERT), the former 
leader of our Subcommittee on Tax 
Policy. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding and for his 
hard work on this bill. 

We are here in Washington, D.C., 
talking about tax reform, and we are 
throwing around tax terms like built- 
in gains, bonus depreciation, research 
and development, R&D, and on and on 
and on. 

People back home I think really, for 
the most part, don’t get all of that 
talk, but they do understand when we 
are talking about reducing their taxes, 
when we are creating an environment 
where businesses can thrive, where 
businesses can reinvest their capital 
back into their hard work, their small 
businesses, create jobs, sell their prod-
ucts, and hire more people. That is 
what this bill is about. 

Just three quick examples of con-
stituencies that I am hearing from in 
my district: 

One, the teachers in Washington 
State. They really appreciate the fact 
that there is certainty now that they 
can deduct the amount of money they 
spend up to $500 on school equipment 
to help our children learn. Every year 
or 2 years we go through this exercise 
of deciding whether or not we are going 
to support our teachers. They have cer-
tainty. This is not about big busi-
nesses. These are teachers. 

Two, small businesses, S Corpora-
tions, can now with certainty have ac-
cess to revenue. Rather than waiting 10 
years, they can have it in 5. They can 
sell equipment that they had to sit on 
for 5 years or 7 years. Now they can sell 
that equipment and buy new equip-
ment, creating more jobs and selling 
more products. 

Three, for Washington State espe-
cially, the permanency in sales tax is a 
big deal. The permanency in our ability 
in Washington State—I think one of 
seven States in this country—to deduct 
our sales tax from our Federal income 
tax creates certainty for every tax-
paying citizen in Washington State. 
This is a big deal. 

These three small, little provisions 
are big deals for the average American 
across this country in Washington 
State and in the Eighth District of 
Washington State that I serve. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. DOGGETT), another distinguished 
member of our committee. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, the 
nonpartisan Committee for a Respon-
sible Federal Budget has said that, 

over two decades, this very bill will add 
over $2 trillion to the national debt. 

For anyone who hides behind poor 
kids to justify that $2 trillion in debt, 
understand that there is no poor child 
in America who will get a dime out of 
this bill next year. Their tax credits do 
not expire now. We have more than an-
other year to resolve that matter. 

No, this isn’t about poor children. It 
is about big gifts. Indeed, in the holi-
day spirit, the biggest bow of all has 
been put on a special gift for Wall 
Street. The world’s largest financial in-
stitutions, you know, the ones that 
brought America to its economic knees 
with the debacle over finances and then 
came forward and got a majority of 
this Congress—not me—to vote for a 
taxpayer bailout, well, they are back 
here again, and they are getting a re-
ward. 

They are getting a tax subsidy that is 
made permanent. It just happens to be 
a tax subsidy that was removed from 
our Tax Code originally in a bill that 
Ronald Reagan signed into law. When 
it got put back in on a temporary 
basis, Bill Clinton sought to veto the 
provision because it was so unjustified. 

Christmas, of course, is not cheap. 
This bill, this gift to Wall Street, costs 
$78 billion—not paid for—borrowed 
from the Saudis and from the Chinese 
to give Wall Street $78 billion, with a 
‘‘B.’’ 

How much money is that? Well, 
about the same amount is included in 
the bill this will be a part of. It funds 
all the medical research at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, the Centers 
for Disease Control, all of Head Start 
across the country, and all of the edu-
cation for the disabled and disadvan-
taged that is provided by the Federal 
Government. All of that combined is 
$78 billion. But you can be sure that 
Wall Street is never disabled or dis-
advantaged in the Capitol. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman. 

Mr. DOGGETT. This $78 billion tax 
subsidy is called the ‘‘active financing 
exception.’’ My, my, these bankers 
have been active here. They may have 
been very naughty to the American 
people. They may have been very 
naughty to the American economy. 
But they have been, oh, so nice to some 
Members of Congress. 

Republicans and some Democratic 
enablers are helping keep a provision 
in here that will only lead to shipping 
jobs overseas. They are borrowing from 
overseas to put this burden on the 
American people. This is the kind of 
provision that causes Americans to be 
so concerned about their government 
and a feeling that it has run away from 
them because these kinds of provisions 
are running away our debt and denying 
the support for Make It In America 
that we need. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the rejection of 
this package that will do so much 
harm to our country. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:08 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17DE7.029 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9428 December 17, 2015 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to include extraneous materials 
to the motion now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH), a big fight-
er for American agriculture who serves 
on the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the chairman for his efforts 
on better tax policy. The U.S. Congress 
owes the American people better tax 
policy than we currently have. 

We currently have so many tem-
porary provisions that so many Ameri-
cans are wondering and trying to pre-
dict what the tax policy will be by the 
end of the year. That is not what we 
should be about. We should be about es-
tablishing permanent tax policy when-
ever we can. 

I appreciate the bipartisan interest 
in today’s bill because I know a lot of 
work has gone into this. I know that 
constituents in Nebraska’s Third Dis-
trict can appreciate what permanent 
tax policy can deliver, especially as it 
sets us on a trajectory to comprehen-
sive tax reform. 

We hear from both sides that we need 
comprehensive tax reform. I agree. 
This is a great way to move the ball 
down the field. We can end up with bet-
ter tax policy today as a result of this 
legislation. I urge my colleagues to 
adopt this legislation. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, how much 
time remains on each side? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan has 151⁄2 minutes 
remaining. The gentleman from Texas 
has 15 minutes remaining. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON), another distin-
guished member of our committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I stand today in support of 
many of the provisions that are in this 
bill. I, too, believe that we need to 
bring permanency to our tax policy. 

One of the pieces of this legislation 
that we are debating today is one that 
is very near and dear to my heart, 
something I have worked on since the 
day I got to Congress, and that is the 
conservation easement provision, 
which has helped all of our districts a 
great deal. That, too, needs to be made 
permanent. 

But I stand in opposition to the over-
all bill. It is not because it is bad pol-
icy. We all agree that a lot of the pro-
visions in this bill are good public pol-
icy. We should pass them. We should 
make them permanent. 

But, sadly, this bill is fiscally reck-
less. We are going to pass this policy, 
and we are going to send a nearly $700 
billion bill on to the taxpayers of this 
country. 

In his comments, my friend, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana, said that, for 
every piece of legislation in here, they 
have had hearings, they have had 
markups, and they have taken these to 
the floor. He is absolutely correct. 

We have done everything except 
make sure this bill is paid for. That is 
a responsibility that all of us should 
take seriously. We should not pass tax 
expenditures without paying for them. 

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on the bill. 
Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK), a mem-
ber of our committee who is a cham-
pion of the State and local sales tax de-
duction. 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the Pro-
tecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act, 
which includes a permanent extension 
of the sales tax deduction that is so 
critical for Tennessee. We are proud to 
be one of only nine States in the Union 
without an income tax on wages. 

Taxpayers in other States are able to 
deduct their State income tax on their 
Federal returns. It only makes sense 
that a similar deduction would be made 
available in States like mine that exer-
cise our right not to pile on additional 
income tax on our own. 

As the only Member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means from the 
State of Tennessee, I was proud to 
work with Chairman Brady to ensure 
the inclusion of this much-needed pro-
vision in today’s bill. I am also pleased 
that this legislation includes language 
to combat educational tax fraud. 

Specifically, this bill requires that 
individuals claiming the American Op-
portunity Tax Credit provide the em-
ployer identification number of the 
educational institution they are at-
tending, in turn, saving our tax system 
an estimated $837 million in fraudulent 
payments. 

I urge passage of the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes Act. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 21⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. BLUMENAUER). 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I, 
too, have been deeply concerned about 
the long-term trends of our failing to 
come forward with revenue to pay for 
America’s priorities. I found the Bush 
tax cuts a disaster. 

I have repeatedly brought before my 
friends in Congress proposals to actu-
ally fund our priorities. I look forward 
to doing so again, either stand-alone or 
in the context of comprehensive tax re-
form. 

I am prepared, however, today to sup-
port the provisions before us. First of 
all, I think the cost ought to be put in 
perspective because these items are 
ones that have been routinely approved 
year in and year out, not particularly 
paid for, and they are ones that will be 
approved again. 

My friend, the distinguished minor-
ity whip, talked about it is better to do 
just 2 years. Doing it on an ongoing 
basis for 2 years continues to have the 

same cost, but provides uncertainty for 
people who depend upon it. 

There are a number of provisions 
here that we all worked on: wind, solar, 
new markets, short line, transit parity, 
CIDER Act. These are items people de-
serve to have some clarity on moving 
forward for numerous provisions that 
ultimately would pass, but we would 
hold people in suspense until the end. 

But I want to speak to one particular 
item here. My good friend from Texas 
said you don’t have to worry about the 
earned income tax credit or the child 
tax credit because they don’t expire 
until next year. 

Well, I would respectfully suggest 
that, if we followed that path and wait-
ed until 2017, not in the context of this 
total package, I think we are putting 
at risk significant tax relief for work-
ing, low-income Americans and their 
families. 

b 1200 

Left alone, there would be a huge 
price to be extracted from some in Con-
gress who aren’t particularly sup-
portive of this Democratic priority. It 
would put at risk the support for these 
16 million Americans, half of whom are 
children, and 164,000 Oregonians. 

I think adopting it in this package 
and making it permanent is a far supe-
rior approach to guarantee that. Then, 
by all means, let’s roll up our sleeves 
and work on the provisions together. 
There is going to be lots to argue 
about, but in the meantime, I feel com-
fortable supporting those priorities— 
and particularly for low- and moderate- 
income Americans. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. REED), who has 
been a key leader of the Ways and 
Means Committee on manufacturing 
and energy. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chairman for yielding, and I thank him 
for his hard work, as well as the folks 
on the other side of the aisle who have 
come together to support this legisla-
tion, as I do, today. 

Mr. Speaker, hardworking taxpayers 
across America deserve a fairer, sim-
pler Tax Code, and one that allows 
them to keep more of their hard-earned 
dollars. That is exactly why I support 
this legislation, as it is a step in the 
right direction along that path. 

The other important aspect of this 
legislation is it brings certainty to our 
manufacturers and the energy sector in 
regard to these provisions that are 
temporarily extended each and every 
year, as my colleagues have recognized 
over and over again, and now, to a 
large extent, we make permanent. That 
allows them to plan for tomorrow. 
That allows them to make the invest-
ments with their hard-earned dollars in 
the places they choose to put that 
money. And they can rely on a Tax 
Code now that is certain, simpler, and 
fairer on their behalf. 

We also take care of hardworking 
families in this bill. We also take care 
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of people in our bill, the Mortgage For-
giveness Act and the America Gives 
More Act, where we talk about chari-
table donation of food inventories. 

That is the right policy for the Amer-
ican people. That is the right policy for 
hardworking taxpayers across Amer-
ica. And I am glad that we have on the 
floor today an opportunity to dem-
onstrate to hardworking taxpayers 
that we care about them and that we 
are going to put their interests first 
and foremost, rather than those of 
Washington, D.C., and of the elected of-
ficials here. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY), another key 
member of our committee, who brings 
such local business sense to the issue of 
taxes. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. I thank 
the chairman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support. 
This is one of the things that I think 
really makes us a little bit different. It 
is about certainty. And where I am 
from, there is an old saying: If you 
don’t know where you are going, any 
road will get you there. Well, people 
who run businesses actually have to 
know where they are going before they 
start. So this does bring some honesty 
to what it is that we need to do. 

But in a time when people talk about 
‘‘I’’ and ‘‘me’’—and that is what I hear 
most of the time—I want to talk about 
all the other people: the ‘‘we’s’’ that 
got together. This is truly a joint ef-
fort between a lot of staff members. It 
is not just Members of Congress, but 
staff members. 

So, if I could just for a second thank 
the committee’s tax team: George 
Callas, Mark Warren, Harold Hancock, 
John Sandell, Aharon Friedman, and 
Jennifer Acuna. They have put in unbe-
lievable amounts of time on this to get 
this done not for the Republican Party, 
but for the American people. How re-
freshing it is at this time of the year to 
actually give back and do something 
for others—and do it in a way that just 
makes common sense to everybody out 
there who has to know where it is that 
they are going. 

There is something about certainty 
that gives us the confidence to go for-
ward and that gives us that assured-
ness that we can actually get there. 
This is an incredible opportunity. This 
is really historic. 

So I want to thank Members on both 
sides. I think the American people will 
sit back and say: This is the place 
where these guys and girls can’t get to-
gether on anything. I would just say 
that is not true. This is truly bipar-
tisan. It has taken an awful lot of work 
by an awful lot of people. So I want to 
take time to thank them for what they 
did. They are incredible people and 
great patriots. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KIND), another distin-
guished member of our committee. 

Mr. KIND. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I am all for certainty. I 
am all for predictability. I am all for a 
lot of the policy initiatives that are 
contained in this legislation before us. 
But what I am not in favor of is the 
fact that this $700 billion bill is not 
paid for. Not a nickle of it is offset. 

When I go home to Wisconsin, I con-
stantly hear from folks back home for 
Congress to pay our bills and to get our 
fiscal house in order. This legislation 
doesn’t do it. It is $700 billion over the 
first 10 years. It explodes to $2 trillion 
in the second 10 years. 

There is nothing more dangerous for 
the long-term success of Social Secu-
rity and Medicaid or our children’s fu-
ture than these end-of-the-year, large 
tax cut packages that are not paid for 
and that are not offset. 

It is a missed opportunity. We should 
be doing this within the context of 
comprehensive reform. I submit that 
by going forward and making perma-
nent many of these provisions in the 
legislation today, it takes the wind out 
of the sails of tax reform in the future. 

There has been an implicit agree-
ment when we do comprehensive re-
form that we are going to do it in a 
way that builds in certainty, encour-
ages investments, makes us more com-
petitive globally, but we don’t blow a 
hole in the deficit and our children’s 
future at the same time. Chairman 
Camp recognized that with the discus-
sion draft. He made hard choices to pay 
for the lowering of rates and the broad-
ening of the base. We are ducking that 
responsibility here today. 

The irony is that every bipartisan 
deficit reduction commission that has 
been asked to try to come up with a 
plan to get our fiscal house in order 
has reached the same conclusion: We 
are going to need some additional rev-
enue in the future and long-term 
spending reforms in order to accom-
plish it. This legislation fails on both 
of those fronts. 

So I would encourage my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘no’’ on this legislation. We 
can continue temporarily to extend 
many of these important provisions 
today, but let’s keep the pressure on 
comprehensive reform. By doing this 
now, I submit that we are punting on 
the opportunity in the very short fu-
ture to take on a Tax Code that has 
been long overdue for reform since 1987. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. RENACCI), a key mem-
ber of our committee who has exten-
sive business experience. 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the chairman and his staff for 
their hard work. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the Protecting Americans from Tax 
Hikes Act, or the PATH Act. 

I came to Washington as a business 
owner and CPA to reform our broken 
Tax Code and protect hardworking 
American taxpayers. Many of those 
taxpayers come to my office on an an-

nual basis, looking at many of these 
extenders and not really understanding 
whether they were permanent or not 
permanent, whether they had them or 
would have the opportunity to use 
these credits. This package here makes 
many of those credits permanent. 

The PATH Act is an important first 
step forward in allowing us to reform 
our broken Tax Code. This legislation 
will make several tax policies perma-
nent, such as the R&D credit and small 
business expensing. It will provide cer-
tainty and predictability to our busi-
nesses and individuals. And most im-
portantly, it will help open the door to 
economic growth. 

This legislation also removes unnec-
essary tax compliance burdens. The 
PATH Act includes a bill I introduced 
with many of my colleagues, including 
many on the Bipartisan Working Group 
that I formed many years ago. The In-
formation Reporting Simplification 
Act of 2015 is in the bill. This bipar-
tisan, commonsense legislation pro-
vides a safe harbor to eliminate the 
need to correct minor errors on tax 
forms that have de minimis impact on 
the tax liability outcome, and helps 
avoid the waste in time and dollars for 
businesses and individuals that would 
otherwise have to refile their tax re-
turns. 

Mr. Speaker, the PATH Act is an im-
portant first step in fixing our Tax 
Code, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in support. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 21⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BECERRA). 

Mr. BECERRA. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, there are pockets of 
Americans who might like the tax 
break here for corporations or the tax 
break there for wealthy folks who want 
to donate some of their IRA. But for 
the 320 million Americans in the coun-
try, and particularly for the 147 million 
Americans who file Federal tax re-
turns, my guess is they are more con-
cerned about their security and that of 
their children—their personal security, 
our national security, and our eco-
nomic security. 

After San Bernardino, Colorado 
Springs, Charleston, and Newtown, 
where Americans were senselessly 
gunned down in our schools, at work, 
and in our places of worship, the Amer-
ican people want job one of this Con-
gress to be security—personal, na-
tional, and economic. 

So why, 2 weeks after 32 Americans 
were terrorized and 14 of them killed in 
San Bernardino, would we make this 
massive, $600 billion tax break give-
away and charge it to the government 
credit card—because remember, it is 
not paid for—the first major legislation 
to come before this House for a vote? 

We can all agree that the FBI does 
important work keeping us safe, track-
ing down terrorists. We all agree that 
they need to do more. So why would we 
be voting for this bill, which will rob 
funding for everything from the FBI to 
food safety to college Pell grants? 
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The cost of this bill would fund the 

FBI for the next 73 years—because, re-
member, these tax breaks are not paid 
for. We have got to pay for them some-
how. If you were to add up the cost of 
this tax break bill, it could fund the 
FBI for 73 years. And why would we use 
the credit card for people who can give 
up their IRAs, when most Americans 
can’t even put enough money into one 
basic IRA? 

This is wrong-headed. These are not 
the American people’s priorities. We 
can do this right. We can reform the 
Tax Code. But this is not the reform 
that the American people are asking us 
for. They are asking us, first and fore-
most, to keep our eye on the prize: our 
security, my kids’ security, your kids’ 
security, our national security, and our 
economic security. 

You give away this money to cor-
porations, you give it away to wealthy 
folks, and guess what? Can that person 
who has to think about the job and 
worry whether he or she is safe at the 
job or their kids are safe at school or 
can you go worship safely, are they 
going to be able to send their kids to 
college, buy that home, and retire in 
security? Think about it. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on 
this legislation. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING), a mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee 
who has focused on making companies 
competitive here and around the world. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, the 
PATH Act will provide much-needed 
certainty to our Nation’s families and 
small businesses and, most impor-
tantly, lay the foundation for com-
prehensive tax reform. 

For far too long, folks in North Caro-
lina had to face the burden of trying to 
grow their businesses and plan for the 
future while being forced to operate 
under a tax system comprised of tem-
porary tax provisions whose fate is un-
predictable. 

With this bill, farmers in my district 
will be able to purchase a new tractor 
without having to gamble on whether 
Congress will extend the expensing pro-
visions they depend on. In the Research 
Triangle Park, innovative companies 
will finally be able to access the R&D 
credit to further support their 
groundbreaking research without being 
concerned as to whether Congress will 
extend the credit or not. 

Mr. Speaker, importantly, it is im-
perative that we continue to build on 
this progress. This bill is an important 
first step towards comprehensive tax 
reform that simplifies the Tax Code, 
lowers the rate, and makes America 
competitive around the world. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
PATH Act. 
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL), a distinguished 
member of our committee. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, let’s 
cut to the chase. I support this legisla-
tion. It wasn’t an easy decision, but I 
believe that Democrats were able to 
get a lot of policies into the bill that 
are good for the middle class. It is 
going to help 16 million Americans out 
of poverty. 

In New Jersey, 435,000 children and 
219,000 families will lose some or all of 
their working family tax credits if we 
don’t do this. 

This package includes a bill intro-
duced by my friend from New York, 
TOM REED, and myself to help put peo-
ple back to work. Our tax credit for 
businesses who hire long-term unem-
ployed Americans—and we have aban-
doned them, let’s face it—will help 
those families who haven’t yet felt the 
effects of our economic recovery. 

Another bill the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. REICHERT) and I co- 
authored supports our Nation’s hard-
working teachers. You heard him speak 
about it just several minutes ago. 

Both of these bills are part of the tax 
package before us today. And as the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. BLU-
MENAUER) said, these things pass rou-
tinely anyway. 

Who the heck are we kidding? The 
enemy of the good is the perfect. Over 
and over and again we prove that here 
on this floor. 

An important provision allowing pub-
lic safety officers to withdraw from 
their pensions when they retire early 
without a tax penalty is included in 
this package. 

There are provisions that support 
mass transit commuters, small busi-
nesses, low-income housing, families 
paying for college, economic develop-
ment. 

The earned income tax credit and the 
child tax credit are our biggest forces 
against poverty in this country, in this 
Nation. I can’t say enough about the 
significance of making these enhanced 
credits permanent. 

But when faced with the choice be-
tween these important priorities for 
families, for teachers, for public safety 
officers, I simply can’t, in good con-
science, vote against them to prove a 
point that not everything is in there, 
including the kitchen sink. The bill is 
far from perfect. 

And in conclusion, let me say this. I 
think this has been a civil debate, and 
that is healthy for us, all of us, regard-
less of what happens in the vote. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. DOLD), a member of 
our committee who has focused on 
working families in Illinois. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chairman for his leadership and for 
yielding time. 

Today we are voting on a historic 
bill. Frankly, as a small-business 
owner, when I came to Congress, it was 
largely because I felt the government 
was making it harder and harder for 
me to put the key in the door and open 
up my small business each and every 

day. They should be making it easier 
for me to open up my business, easier 
for me to hire that next individual. 

I hear from small businesses each and 
every day, that they need more cer-
tainty. If they had the certainty, they 
would be able to move forward. In-
stead, they sit on their hands. 

These tax policies that we are voting 
on today, what a difference a year 
makes. A year ago this December, we 
were extending these tax extenders, 
and we made it for 1 year, which was 
retroactive. My goodness gracious, ret-
roactive tax policy. I can’t imagine 
anything so asinine. This package 
today, this historic package, talks 
about making many of these provisions 
permanent. 

The R&D tax credit, if we want to 
talk about innovation, we want to talk 
about moving our country forward and 
being on the leading edge, this R&D 
tax credit is absolutely vital for small 
businesses that want to expense equip-
ment. We make that permanent. It is 
absolutely vital that we are jump- 
starting our economy and growing 
more American jobs. 

But it is not just for the businesses in 
here. We are also protecting families. 
We are also helping families pay for 
higher education. 

We have incentives for charitable 
giving. Now listen. There are some that 
say the government should be the one 
that determines where these dollars go, 
but I would argue for putting that 
choice into the hands of the American 
people as to where they can put those 
dollars into the charitable organiza-
tions that they care about. Those dol-
lars will go so much further. 

That is exactly the type of bipartisan 
legislation that the American people 
not only want, but expect, from this 
body. 

We also have so many other great 
things in this package: transit parity, 
development for affordable housing. 

I urge my colleagues to come to-
gether in a bipartisan way and re-
soundingly pass this package. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS), another very ac-
tive member of our committee. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I have been told that all that 
glitters is not gold. There isn’t much 
that is absolutely perfect, and this ex-
tender package certainly is not. 

However, I am pleased to note that it 
does make the child tax credit perma-
nent, the American opportunity tax 
credit permanent, the earned income 
tax credit permanent, extends deduc-
tions for expenses for elementary and 
secondary schoolteachers, extends de-
ductions for State and local general 
sales tax, extends deductions for cer-
tain charitable giving, and extends de-
ductions for research activities, which 
helps to create jobs. 

The new market tax credit has been 
beneficial to districts like mine all 
over the country, and I am indeed 
pleased to see it extended. 
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The work opportunity tax credit is a 

godsend for long-term unemployed. I 
have worked on an issue called Work 
Colleges, and I am pleased to note the 
exemption for students who work 
under this provision. 

I am also pleased to note the elimi-
nation of residency requirements for 
disabled individuals who are eligible 
for the ABLE program. I am also 
pleased to note the exclusion for 
wrongfully incarcerated individuals. 

Mr. Speaker, these extensions are 
good. I am not sure that they are going 
to do enough. They are not paid for, 
and I am not sure that they are going 
to do as much for low- and moderate- 
income families and communities as I 
had hoped, or for job creation or for 
disadvantaged areas. I am convinced 
that they will do good, but I am not 
sure that they will do enough. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MEEHAN), one of the 
members of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee focused on small businesses and 
on ending this medical device tax. 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman. 

Let me express my support for this, 
really, through the people that I rep-
resent. I try to think about: How does 
it make a difference in their lives? 

It does for the person looking for a 
job. And we see that jobs are created 
by small business, and this is the kind 
of a program which we have now given 
certainty to the entrepreneurs that 
will create new jobs and, therefore, new 
revenue by somebody who is back to 
work. 

We appreciate teachers who take 
money out of their own pocket. It is 
not a big dollar amount, but we say 
thank you for making your commit-
ment to our children. 

We appreciate our communities with 
conservation easement that will allow 
us to preserve the beauty, particularly 
in areas in which open space continues 
to be an issue. 

But I think it is in the issue of health 
care, families struggling with diseases, 
that now we incent the kind of re-
search and development to make a 
change; and then, ultimately, when we 
do have the products that we can bring 
to market, we are not taxing them and 
driving them further away from the 
consumer. 

For all of these reasons, it makes a 
difference to the people in a positive 
way, and that is why I urge my col-
leagues to be supportive. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM), a key 
member, the leader of our Oversight 
Subcommittee who authored many of 
the IRS reforms that are in this bill. 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman BRADY. 

Not long ago, the Internal Revenue 
Service reached out its long arm and 
decided to try and get between donors 

and 501(c)(4), (c)(5), and (c)(6) organiza-
tions. The IRS did something that was 
really provocative. 

What they said was—they created a 
false impression, and they sent letters 
to donors that had a chilling effect and 
said: We know that you made this con-
tribution, but we think we may have a 
tax liability for you there. You can 
imagine how this had a shuddering ef-
fect all throughout these areas. And 
lest people think that this is a left- 
right issue, it is not. Left and right 
were both under a great deal of threat 
here. 

So I am really pleased that in this 
extenders package is something that 
has had broad bipartisan support and 
bicameral support and support from 
both the political left and the political 
right, and that is to say that gifts to 
501(c)(4), (c)(5), and (c)(6) organizations 
should be tax exempt, and the IRS 
ought not be manipulating and intimi-
dating and so forth. So, Mr. Speaker, 
what this does is it makes sure that 
the IRS is boxed in and that there is no 
gift tax liability. 

I strongly support this package, and I 
thank Chairman BRADY. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to yield 1 minute to the 
gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. 
WALORSKI), who has been a key pro-
ponent of tax relief for families and 
small businesses. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. I thank the chair-
man for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of the Protecting Americans from Tax 
Hikes Act. There are many great pieces 
of this bill, but I want to highlight two 
in particular that will help Indiana’s 
economy. 

For decades, the research and devel-
opment tax credit has relied on short- 
term extensions, leaving innovators in 
complete limbo. Today, we are making 
it permanent, giving innovative indus-
try the confidence to make invest-
ments here in the United States. Indi-
ana is also home to 300 medical device 
companies, employing over 20,000 peo-
ple, and stands to benefit greatly from 
this certainty. 

I am also thrilled today that we are 
delaying the damaging medical device 
tax for 2 years. This misguided tax will 
cost jobs, harm patients, and I look 
forward to the day that we can fully re-
peal it. 

Mr. Speaker, our Tax Code is a mess; 
but today we have an opportunity to 
give certainty to individuals, to fami-
lies, charities, and job creators, and we 
can take another step forward toward 
comprehensive tax reform. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. SANFORD), who is a 
strong proponent of progrowth tax re-
form. 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise as 
a fiscal hawk. I rise as one who believes 

passionately in the issue of the debt 
and the deficit and government spend-
ing, but one who believes that we can’t 
pretend our way to fixing those prob-
lems and that the first part of fixing a 
problem lies in actually recognizing 
that you have a problem. Yet the re-
ality is that, for the last 30 years or so, 
we have pretended that which was per-
manent was impermanent, which 
makes, overall, this notion of tax re-
form incredibly difficult. 

Ronald Reagan once observed that 
the closest thing to eternal life was a 
government program. It is true with 
regard to tax policy as well. 

So I just applaud the committee for 
the way that they have moved us to a 
place where we can move to a fair tax, 
a flat tax, changing the Tax Code to 
make the system fairer and flatter, 
more equitable for all and then, frank-
ly, get rid of some of the provisions 
that don’t belong in this Tax Code. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Well, here we go again, $622 billion 
added to the deficit, and when you in-
clude interest on the deficit, far more. 
No hard choices. We are making a bad 
choice. 

There has been lots of talk here 
about certainty. What is certain with 
this bill is that it will lead to further 
starving what the Republicans call the 
beast: adequate domestic spending for 
education, for health, for job training, 
for nutrition programs. 

What is also certain is that it is 
going to make it easier for Republicans 
to cut taxes for the very wealthy. 

b 1230 
That has always been one of the 

major purposes of all these bills mak-
ing permanent unpaid-for tax cuts. It is 
also certain with this bill that we will 
keep loopholes that need to be closed. 

For all of these reasons, Mr. Speaker, 
I think the cost is much too high. 
There are some important provisions 
here, but their significance I think is 
really overwhelmed by the fact that we 
are going to add money to the deficit 
and have consequences for the long 
term. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge opposition to this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I first want to thank 
the Ways and Means members who 
have for years and years worked on 
making these important tax relief pro-
visions permanent and who have con-
tinued with me to stay at the table to 
work through an agreement that fi-
nally provides tax relief that families 
and businesses can count on. 

Mr. Speaker, that wouldn’t have been 
possible without an extremely talented 
professional staff. Our tax team, led by 
Mr. George Callas, did remarkable 
work in crafting this tax relief perma-
nent measure. For that I say thank 
you. 
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This is a historical day. Today we 

end business as usual in Congress, and 
we take an important first step to 
progrowth tax reform. This bill pro-
vides tax relief families and businesses 
can finally count on. It reins in the 
IRS and protects taxpayers. It includes 
the first significant antifraud provi-
sions in the IRS tax credit program 
since the 1990s. It finally creates true, 
honest accounting of our Tax Code. 

It spends no more than what we 
spend each year as Congress lurches 
December to December trying to decide 
what is permanent, what is temporary, 
and what can people count on. Today 
we heard arguments that these tax sav-
ings advance terrorism, starve chil-
dren, and are apparently responsible 
for the breakup of the Beatles. 

The truth of the matter is, Mr. 
Speaker, extending these provisions 
year by year is no less—the math is no 
different than simply acknowledging 
that it is going to be done and doing it 
permanently so that we can actually 
create tax relief our families and busi-
nesses can count on. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the end of 
tax reform. This is a serious first step 
to progrowth tax reform that is built 
for growth, built for the growth for 
families’ paychecks, built for the 
growth of our local businesses, and 
built for the growth of America. 

We have got work to do. Today we 
start that work. Let’s get to work. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of a number of the policies included in the 
PATH Act, but in opposition to fully paying for 
it. 

As a member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, I have long supported a number of pro-
visions included in the PATH Act on the floor 
today. A number of these provisions are vital 
for our businesses to operate; others are crit-
ical to helping families plan for the year 
ahead. I have worked closely with Congress-
man TIBERI on an enhanced Sec. 179 expens-
ing limitations for small businesses and with 
Congressman REICHERT on the reduction of S- 
corporation recognition period for built-in gains 
tax. I appreciate the dedication of my partners 
across the aisle to working with me to see 
these proposals over the finish line and signed 
into law. 

Within the PATH Act, I am pleased that the 
50,000 families in my district who receive the 
Child Tax Credit and the 40,000 who benefit 
from the Earned Income Tax Credit will be 
able to count on these benefits in the years to 
come. Many new provisions in this package 
are important to me and our communities, in-
cluding my bill with Congresswoman JENKINS 
to improve section 529 accounts to help our 
students save for college more effectively. I 
am also pleased to see the inclusion of the 
provision allowing rollovers from 401(k)s to 
SIMPLE IRAs to help families better save for 
retirement. The creation of agricultural re-
search organizations, a bill I introduced with 
Congressman NUNES, will help universities 
and extensions across the country invest in 
cutting edge 21st century agricultural re-
search. Finally, I am glad to see that legisla-
tion I worked on with Congressman PAULSEN 

to remove bond requirements for craft bev-
erages is included in the PATH Act. 

As lead Democratic sponsor on the Protect 
Medical Innovation Act that repeals the device 
tax, I have been, and continue to be, strongly 
supportive of repealing the medical device tax. 
The medical device industry is one of the most 
innovative and creative in the U.S. economy 
today. Some of the greatest cost savings 
we’ve seen in the health care system have 
come through technological breakthroughs in 
the medical device and biotechnology indus-
tries. I fought against including the medical de-
vice tax during debate on the ACA and remain 
opposed to it now, but I am also committed to 
fiscal responsibility. 

Although this legislation included a number 
of my bills and proposals, I will be voting 
against the bill on the floor today. Without off-
sets, these provisions will cause our deficits to 
explode. Tax cuts do not pay for themselves, 
as Republican CPO Director Keith Hall re-
minded us just this summer. This bill makes 
comprehensive tax reform even more difficult 
by narrowing the base and eliminating options. 
The United States needs comprehensive tax 
reform that broadens the tax base while low-
ering rates on businesses and families. The 
PATH Act narrows that base, and makes no 
effort to remove any wasteful provisions. This 
package, while commendable for many of its 
policy goals, will fuel unsustainable deficit 
growth and I must oppose the package on 
these grounds. In the future, I look forward to 
working on bipartisan tax reform that promotes 
both a better business climate and supports 
the middle class. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to the PATH Act. This bill does take 
some good steps, but the failure to close spe-
cial interest tax loopholes to offset permanent 
businesses tax provisions leads to a massive 
loss in federal revenue, and proves once 
again that Republicans are committed to using 
accounting gimmicks that would make Enron 
blush. 

This bill does include extension of some im-
portant enhancements to the EITC, Child Tax 
Credit, and American Opportunity Tax Credit. 
These are vital pro-work, pro-family income 
supports, and making the enhancements per-
manent will help tens of millions of Americans. 

But, while a permanent extension of these 
provisions is a positive first step, this bill 
stopped short of doing more for working fami-
lies. The child tax credit did not get indexed, 
so will not rise with the cost of living. Each 
year, the credit loses value in real dollars, 
making it harder and harder for low-income 
families. There is also bipartisan agreement 
that the EITC for childless workers is far too 
low, and yet the EITC for childless workers 
was left out of the PATH Act. I believe not tak-
ing these steps today is a missed opportunity. 

The unpaid-for tax cuts in the PATH Act are 
also more proof that the Republicans’ claims 
of fiscal discipline are at best gimmicks, and at 
worst out-right fabrications. Between the 
PATH Act and the tax provisions in the omni-
bus spending bill, federal revenue is being re-
duced by $680 billion over the next ten years. 

Since my Republican colleagues probably 
won’t say it, I will remind everyone of one key 
fact—when Republicans passed their budget 
and claimed that it would balance in ten years, 
they relied on every single dollar of revenue 
that is being cut today. Let me repeat that, so 
it is very clear. Every. Single. Dollar. The Re-

publican budget never really balanced in 
March, and it certainly does not balance now. 

Here are some things which the PATH Act 
does not do: it does not close the loophole 
giving a lower tax rate to hedge funds man-
agers; it does not close the inversion loophole 
allowing companies to dodge their taxes just 
by changing their mailing address; it does not 
end all the tax subsidies for the oil and gas in-
dustry; and it does not touch the 17% of all 
tax expenditures that go to the top 1% of 
earners. We could have significantly reduced 
the lost revenue if we closed these and other 
special interest tax loopholes, and failure to do 
so is another missed opportunity. 

So, next time Republicans come to the floor 
claiming that they care about fiscal discipline, 
let’s all be reminded of just what happened 
today—more budget gimmickry that doesn’t 
pass the smell test. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 566, 
the previous question is ordered on this 
portion of the divided question. 

The question is: Will the House con-
cur in the Senate amendment with the 
House amendment specified in session 
3(b) of House Resolution 566? 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 318, nays 
109, not voting 6, as follows: 

[Roll No. 703] 

YEAS—318 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Ashford 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Beatty 
Benishek 
Bera 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boustany 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clawson (FL) 

Cleaver 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Cook 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis, Rodney 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dold 
Donovan 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Engel 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 

Frelinghuysen 
Gabbard 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Graham 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Hahn 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (OH) 
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Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jordan 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kilmer 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Knight 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 

Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Price, Tom 
Quigley 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney (FL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Russell 
Ryan (OH) 
Salmon 

Sanford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Veasey 
Vela 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NAYS—109 

Adams 
Amash 
Bass 
Becerra 
Beyer 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (FL) 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Clyburn 
Collins (NY) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Eshoo 
Farr 

Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gallego 
Grayson 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hastings 
Himes 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Jones 
Kelly (IL) 
Kind 
Larsen (WA) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
Moore 
Napolitano 

O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Pocan 
Polis 
Rangel 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Rush 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

SchultzWaters, 
Maxine 

Watson Coleman 
Welch 

Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cuellar 
Deutch 

Joyce 
Kennedy 

Kildee 
Nadler 

b 1300 

Ms. SLAUGHTER changed her vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the first portion of the divided 
question was adopted. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further 
consideration of the pending motion is 
postponed. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal, which the Chair will put 
de novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
demand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 234, noes 155, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 2, not voting 42, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 704] 

AYES—234 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Ashford 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Beatty 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (FL) 
Buchanan 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Capps 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (TX) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cicilline 
Clawson (FL) 
Cleaver 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 

Culberson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Emmer (MN) 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fleischmann 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Goodlatte 
Graham 
Granger 
Grayson 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hahn 
Hardy 

Harper 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Huelskamp 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Israel 
Issa 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kline 
Kuster 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 

Maloney, 
Carolyn 

Massie 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McHenry 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Nunes 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palmer 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Pompeo 

Posey 
Price (NC) 
Rangel 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney (FL) 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Russell 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 

Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stutzman 
Takano 
Thornberry 
Titus 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Veasey 
Vela 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yarmuth 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NOES—155 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amash 
Babin 
Bass 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (MI) 
Blum 
Bost 
Brady (PA) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carter (GA) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Collins (GA) 
Connolly 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Crawford 
Crowley 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
Delaney 
DeSaulnier 
Dold 
Duckworth 
Ellmers (NC) 
Farenthold 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleming 
Flores 
Foxx 
Fudge 
Gibson 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Green, Al 

Green, Gene 
Guinta 
Gutiérrez 
Hanna 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Herrera Beutler 
Hill 
Holding 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hurd (TX) 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Jordan 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Knight 
Lance 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
LoBiondo 
Lowey 
MacArthur 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McKinley 
Miller (FL) 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Mulvaney 
Napolitano 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Palazzo 

Pallone 
Paulsen 
Pelosi 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Price, Tom 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Sewell (AL) 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Stivers 
Swalwell (CA) 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Turner 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walker 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—2 

Payne Tonko 

NOT VOTING—42 

Boyle, Brendan 
F. 

Byrne 
Chaffetz 

Chu, Judy 
Clay 
Collins (NY) 
Courtney 

Cuellar 
Denham 
DeSantis 
Deutch 
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Franks (AZ) 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Graves (MO) 
Grijalva 
Harris 
Hastings 
Hurt (VA) 

Jackson Lee 
Johnson (OH) 
Joyce 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Labrador 
Lieu, Ted 
Loudermilk 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Matsui 

Nadler 
Pascrell 
Pearce 
Pitts 
Quigley 
Sarbanes 
Sires 
Takai 
Wagner 
Wenstrup 

b 1320 
So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mr. HURT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I was 

not present for rollcall vote No. 704, a re-
corded vote on the Approval of the Journal. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 

December 17th, I am not recorded on any 
votes because I was absent due to a death in 
the family. 

If I had been present, I would have voted: 
‘‘yea,’’ on rollcall 701, on ordering the previous 
question on the Rule; ‘‘no,’’ on rollcall 702, on 
agreeing to H. Res. 566—Rule providing for 
consideration of Motion to Concur in the Sen-
ate Amendment to H.R. 2029 with House 
Amendment #1—Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2016 and Motion to Concur in the Senate 
Amendment to H.R. 2029 with House Amend-
ment #2—‘‘Protecting Americans from Tax 
Hikes Act of 2015’’; ‘‘yea,’’ on rollcall 703, on 
Concuring in the Senate Amendment to H.R. 
2029 with House Amendment #2—‘‘Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015’’; 
‘‘yea,’’ on rollcall 704, on approving the Jour-
nal. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL EX-
PLANATORY OF AMENDMENT NO. 
1 OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES TO THE AMENDMENT OF 
THE SENATE TO H.R. 2029 
Pursuant to section 5 of House Reso-

lution 566, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations submitted 
explanatory material relating to 
amendment No. 1 of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the amendment of the 
Senate to H.R. 2029. The contents of 
this submission will be published in 
Book II of this RECORD. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

KLINE). Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule 
XIX, further consideration of the mo-
tion to concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill (H.R. 2029) making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes, with amendments will 
now resume. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of House amendment No. 1 

to the Senate amendment to the text is 
as follows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the 
following: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consolidated 

Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents of this Act is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 
Sec. 4. Explanatory statement. 
Sec. 5. Statement of appropriations. 
Sec. 6. Availability of funds. 
Sec. 7. Technical allowance for estimating 

differences. 
Sec. 8. Corrections. 
Sec. 9. Adjustments to compensation. 
DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-

VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Agricultural Programs 
Title II—Conservation Programs 
Title III—Rural Development Programs 
Title IV—Domestic Food Programs 
Title V—Foreign Assistance and Related 

Programs 
Title VI—Related Agencies and Food and 

Drug Administration 
Title VII—General Provisions 
DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, 

SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Department of Commerce 
Title II—Department of Justice 
Title III—Science 
Title IV—Related Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 
DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 
Title I—Military Personnel 
Title II—Operation and Maintenance 
Title III—Procurement 
Title IV—Research, Development, Test and 

Evaluation 
Title V—Revolving and Management Funds 
Title VI—Other Department of Defense Pro-

grams 
Title VII—Related Agencies 
Title VIII—General Provisions 
Title IX—Overseas Contingency Operations/ 

Global War on Terrorism 
DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DE-

VELOPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Corps of Engineers—Civil 
Title II—Department of the Interior 
Title III—Department of Energy 
Title IV—Independent Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 
DIVISION E—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Department of the Treasury 
Title II—Executive Office of the President 

and Funds Appropriated to the 
President 

Title III—The Judiciary 
Title IV—District of Columbia 
Title V—Independent Agencies 
Title VI—General Provisions—This Act 
Title VII—General Provisions—Government- 

wide 
Title VIII—General Provisions—District of 

Columbia 
DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF HOME-

LAND SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

Title I—Departmental Management and Op-
erations 

Title II—Security, Enforcement, and Inves-
tigations 

Title III—Protection, Preparedness, Re-
sponse, and Recovery 

Title IV—Research, Development, Training, 
and Services 

Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION G—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Department of the Interior 
Title II—Environmental Protection Agency 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions 
DIVISION H—DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, AND 
EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Department of Labor 
Title II—Department of Health and Human 

Services 
Title III—Department of Education 
Title IV—Related Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION I—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Legislative Branch 
Title II—General Provisions 
DIVISION J—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION 

AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

Title I—Department of Defense 
Title II—Department of Veterans Affairs 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions 
DIVISION K—DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Title I—Department of State and Related 
Agency 

Title II—United States Agency for Inter-
national Development 

Title III—Bilateral Economic Assistance 
Title IV—International Security Assistance 
Title V—Multilateral Assistance 
Title VI—Export and Investment Assistance 
Title VII—General Provisions 
Title VIII—Overseas Contingency Oper-

ations/Global War on Terrorism 
Title IX—Other Matters 
DIVISION L—TRANSPORTATION, HOUS-

ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

Title I—Department of Transportation 
Title II—Department of Housing and Urban 

Development 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions—This Act 
DIVISION M—INTELLIGENCE AUTHOR-

IZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 
DIVISION N—CYBERSECURITY ACT OF 

2015 
DIVISION O—OTHER MATTERS 

DIVISION P—TAX-RELATED PROVISIONS 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any 
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 

The explanatory statement regarding this 
Act, printed in the House of Representatives 
section of the Congressional Record on or 
about December 17, 2015 by the Chairman of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House, shall have the same effect with re-
spect to the allocation of funds and imple-
mentation of divisions A through L of this 
Act as if it were a joint explanatory state-
ment of a committee of conference. 
SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016. 
SEC. 6. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS. 

Each amount designated in this Act by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
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section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 
shall be available (or rescinded, if applicable) 
only if the President subsequently so des-
ignates all such amounts and transmits such 
designations to the Congress. 
SEC. 7. TECHNICAL ALLOWANCE FOR ESTI-

MATING DIFFERENCES. 
If, for fiscal year 2016, new budget author-

ity provided in appropriations Acts exceeds 
the discretionary spending limit for any cat-
egory set forth in section 251(c) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985 due to estimating differences 
with the Congressional Budget Office, an ad-
justment to the discretionary spending limit 
in such category for fiscal year 2016 shall be 
made by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget in the amount of the ex-
cess but the total of all such adjustments 
shall not exceed 0.2 percent of the sum of the 
adjusted discretionary spending limits for all 
categories for that fiscal year. 
SEC. 8. CORRECTIONS. 

The Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016 
(Public Law 114–53) is amended— 

(1) by changing the long title so as to read: 
‘‘Making continuing appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes.’’; 

(2) by inserting after the enacting clause 
(before section 1) the following: ‘‘DIVISION 
A—TSA OFFICE OF INSPECTION ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ACT OF 2015’’; 

(3) by inserting after section 8 (before the 
statement of appropriations) the following: 
‘‘DIVISION B—CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2016’’; and 

(4) by inserting after section 150 (before the 
short title) the following new section: ‘‘SEC. 
151. Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference in this division to ‘this Act’ 
shall be treated as referring only to the pro-
visions of this division.’’. 
SEC. 9. ADJUSTMENTS TO COMPENSATION. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no adjustment shall be made under sec-
tion 601(a) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4501) (relating to cost of 
living adjustments for Members of Congress) 
during fiscal year 2016. 

DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-
TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

PRODUCTION, PROCESSING, AND MARKETING 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Secretary, $45,555,000, of which not to exceed 
$5,051,000 shall be available for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary, of which not to 
exceed $250,000 shall be available for the 
Military Veterans Agricultural Liaison; not 
to exceed $502,000 shall be available for the 
Office of Tribal Relations; not to exceed 
$1,496,000 shall be available for the Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Coordi-
nation; not to exceed $1,209,000 shall be avail-
able for the Office of Advocacy and Outreach; 
not to exceed $25,928,000 shall be available for 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration, of which $25,124,000 shall be 
available for Departmental Administration 
to provide for necessary expenses for man-
agement support services to offices of the 
Department and for general administration, 
security, repairs and alterations, and other 
miscellaneous supplies and expenses not oth-
erwise provided for and necessary for the 
practical and efficient work of the Depart-
ment; not to exceed $3,869,000 shall be avail-
able for the Office of Assistant Secretary for 

Congressional Relations to carry out the 
programs funded by this Act, including pro-
grams involving intergovernmental affairs 
and liaison within the executive branch; and 
not to exceed $7,500,000 shall be available for 
the Office of Communications: Provided, 
That the Secretary of Agriculture is author-
ized to transfer funds appropriated for any 
office of the Office of the Secretary to any 
other office of the Office of the Secretary: 
Provided further, That no appropriation for 
any office shall be increased or decreased by 
more than 5 percent: Provided further, That 
not to exceed $11,000 of the amount made 
available under this paragraph for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation 
expenses, not otherwise provided for, as de-
termined by the Secretary: Provided further, 
That the amount made available under this 
heading for Departmental Administration 
shall be reimbursed from applicable appro-
priations in this Act for travel expenses inci-
dent to the holding of hearings as required 
by 5 U.S.C. 551–558: Provided further, That 
funds made available under this heading for 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Con-
gressional Relations may be transferred to 
agencies of the Department of Agriculture 
funded by this Act to maintain personnel at 
the agency level: Provided further, That no 
funds made available under this heading for 
the Office of Assistant Secretary for Con-
gressional Relations may be obligated after 
30 days from the date of enactment of this 
Act, unless the Secretary has notified the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress on the allocation of these 
funds by USDA agency: Provided further, 
That within 180 days of the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit 
to Congress the report required in section 7 
U.S.C. 6935(b)(3). 

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Economist, $17,777,000, of which 
$4,000,000 shall be for grants or cooperative 
agreements for policy research under 7 
U.S.C. 3155, and of which $1,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, shall be 
for the purpose set forth under this heading 
in the explanatory statement described in 
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A 
of the consolidated Act). 

NATIONAL APPEALS DIVISION 
For necessary expenses of the National Ap-

peals Division, $13,317,000. 
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Budget and Program Analysis, $9,392,000. 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Chief Information Officer, $44,538,000, of 
which not less than $28,000,000 is for cyberse-
curity requirements of the Department. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Chief Financial Officer, $6,028,000. 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, $898,000. 
OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Civil Rights, $24,070,000. 

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For payment of space rental and related 
costs pursuant to Public Law 92–313, includ-
ing authorities pursuant to the 1984 delega-
tion of authority from the Administrator of 
General Services to the Department of Agri-

culture under 40 U.S.C. 121, for programs and 
activities of the Department which are in-
cluded in this Act, and for alterations and 
other actions needed for the Department and 
its agencies to consolidate unneeded space 
into configurations suitable for release to 
the Administrator of General Services, and 
for the operation, maintenance, improve-
ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings 
and facilities, and for related costs, 
$64,189,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for buildings operations and mainte-
nance expenses: Provided, That the Secretary 
may use unobligated prior year balances of 
an agency or office that are no longer avail-
able for new obligation to cover shortfalls in-
curred in prior or current year rental pay-
ments for such agency or office. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Department 
of Agriculture, to comply with the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 
et seq.) and the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), 
$3,618,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That appropriations and 
funds available herein to the Department for 
Hazardous Materials Management may be 
transferred to any agency of the Department 
for its use in meeting all requirements pur-
suant to the above Acts on Federal and non- 
Federal lands. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General, including employment pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$95,738,000, including such sums as may be 
necessary for contracting and other arrange-
ments with public agencies and private per-
sons pursuant to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, and including not to 
exceed $125,000 for certain confidential oper-
ational expenses, including the payment of 
informants, to be expended under the direc-
tion of the Inspector General pursuant to 
Public Law 95–452 and section 1337 of Public 
Law 97–98. 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

General Counsel, $44,383,000. 
OFFICE OF ETHICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Ethics, $3,654,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Research, Education, 
and Economics, $893,000. 

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 
For necessary expenses of the Economic 

Research Service, $85,373,000. 
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, $168,443,000, of 
which up to $42,177,000 shall be available 
until expended for the Census of Agriculture: 
Provided, That amounts made available for 
the Census of Agriculture may be used to 
conduct Current Industrial Report surveys 
subject to 7 U.S.C. 2204g(d) and (f). 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural 
Research Service and for acquisition of lands 
by donation, exchange, or purchase at a 
nominal cost not to exceed $100, and for land 
exchanges where the lands exchanged shall 
be of equal value or shall be equalized by a 
payment of money to the grantor which 
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total value 
of the land or interests transferred out of 
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Federal ownership, $1,143,825,000: Provided, 
That appropriations hereunder shall be 
available for the operation and maintenance 
of aircraft and the purchase of not to exceed 
one for replacement only: Provided further, 
That appropriations hereunder shall be 
available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the 
construction, alteration, and repair of build-
ings and improvements, but unless otherwise 
provided, the cost of constructing any one 
building shall not exceed $375,000, except for 
headhouses or greenhouses which shall each 
be limited to $1,200,000, and except for 10 
buildings to be constructed or improved at a 
cost not to exceed $750,000 each, and the cost 
of altering any one building during the fiscal 
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the cur-
rent replacement value of the building or 
$375,000, whichever is greater: Provided fur-
ther, That the limitations on alterations con-
tained in this Act shall not apply to mod-
ernization or replacement of existing facili-
ties at Beltsville, Maryland: Provided further, 
That appropriations hereunder shall be 
available for granting easements at the 
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center: Pro-
vided further, That the foregoing limitations 
shall not apply to replacement of buildings 
needed to carry out the Act of April 24, 1948 
(21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That appro-
priations hereunder shall be available for 
granting easements at any Agricultural Re-
search Service location for the construction 
of a research facility by a non-Federal entity 
for use by, and acceptable to, the Agricul-
tural Research Service and a condition of the 
easements shall be that upon completion the 
facility shall be accepted by the Secretary, 
subject to the availability of funds herein, if 
the Secretary finds that acceptance of the 
facility is in the interest of the United 
States: Provided further, That funds may be 
received from any State, other political sub-
division, organization, or individual for the 
purpose of establishing or operating any re-
search facility or research project of the Ag-
ricultural Research Service, as authorized by 
law: Provided further, That of the appropria-
tions hereunder, $57,192,000 may not be obli-
gated until 30 days after the Secretary of Ag-
riculture certifies in writing to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress that the Agricultural Research 
Service has updated its animal care policies 
and that all Agricultural Research Service 
research facilities at which animal research 
is conducted have a fully functioning Insti-
tutional Animal Care and Use Committee, 
including all appropriate and necessary 
record keeping: Provided further, That such 
certification shall set forth in detail the fac-
tual basis for the certification and the De-
partment’s plan for ensuring these changes 
are maintained in the future: Provided fur-
ther, That such certification shall be subject 
to prior consultation with the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For the acquisition of land, construction, 
repair, improvement, extension, alteration, 
and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities 
as necessary to carry out the agricultural re-
search programs of the Department of Agri-
culture, where not otherwise provided, 
$212,101,000 to remain available until ex-
pended. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

For payments to agricultural experiment 
stations, for cooperative forestry and other 
research, for facilities, and for other ex-
penses, $819,685,000, which shall be for the 
purposes, and in the amounts, specified in 
the table titled ‘‘National Institute of Food 

and Agriculture, Research and Education Ac-
tivities’’ in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act): Pro-
vided, That funds for research grants for 1994 
institutions, education grants for 1890 insti-
tutions, capacity building for non-land-grant 
colleges of agriculture, the agriculture and 
food research initiative, veterinary medicine 
loan repayment, multicultural scholars, 
graduate fellowship and institution chal-
lenge grants, and grants management sys-
tems shall remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That each institution eligi-
ble to receive funds under the Evans-Allen 
program receives no less than $1,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That funds for education grants 
for Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-serv-
ing institutions be made available to indi-
vidual eligible institutions or consortia of el-
igible institutions with funds awarded equal-
ly to each of the States of Alaska and Ha-
waii: Provided further, That funds for edu-
cation grants for 1890 institutions shall be 
made available to institutions eligible to re-
ceive funds under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 3222: Pro-
vided further, That not more than 5 percent 
of the amounts made available by this or any 
other Act to carry out the Agriculture and 
Food Research Initiative under 7 U.S.C. 
450i(b) may be retained by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to pay administrative costs in-
curred by the Secretary in carrying out that 
authority. 

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

For the Native American Institutions En-
dowment Fund authorized by Public Law 
103–382 (7 U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
For payments to States, the District of Co-

lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, Micronesia, the Northern Marianas, 
and American Samoa, $475,891,000, which 
shall be for the purposes, and in the 
amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agriculture, Ex-
tension Activities’’ in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided, That funds for facility im-
provements at 1890 institutions shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That institutions eligible to receive funds 
under 7 U.S.C. 3221 for cooperative extension 
receive no less than $1,000,000: Provided fur-
ther, That funds for cooperative extension 
under sections 3(b) and (c) of the Smith- 
Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(b) and (c)) and section 
208(c) of Public Law 93–471 shall be available 
for retirement and employees’ compensation 
costs for extension agents. 

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES 
For the integrated research, education, 

and extension grants programs, including 
necessary administrative expenses, 
$30,900,000, which shall be for the purposes, 
and in the amounts, specified in the table ti-
tled ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, Integrated Activities’’ in the explan-
atory statement described in section 4 (in 
the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act): Provided, That funds for the 
Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2017: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, indirect costs 
shall not be charged against any Extension 
Implementation Program Area grant award-
ed under the Crop Protection/Pest Manage-
ment Program (7 U.S.C. 7626). 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, $893,000. 

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION 
SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, including 
up to $30,000 for representation allowances 
and for expenses pursuant to the Foreign 
Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4085), 
$894,415,000, of which $470,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be available 
for the control of outbreaks of insects, plant 
diseases, animal diseases and for control of 
pest animals and birds (‘‘contingency fund’’) 
to the extent necessary to meet emergency 
conditions; of which $11,520,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be used for 
the cotton pests program for cost share pur-
poses or for debt retirement for active eradi-
cation zones; of which $35,339,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for Animal 
Health Technical Services; of which $697,000 
shall be for activities under the authority of 
the Horse Protection Act of 1970, as amended 
(15 U.S.C. 1831); of which $55,340,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be used 
to support avian health; of which $4,251,000, 
to remain available until expended, shall be 
for information technology infrastructure; of 
which $158,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, shall be for specialty crop pests; of 
which, $8,826,000, to remain available until 
expended, shall be for field crop and range-
land ecosystem pests; of which $54,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be for 
tree and wood pests; of which $3,973,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be for 
the National Veterinary Stockpile; of which 
up to $1,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the scrapie program for 
indemnities; of which $2,500,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for the 
wildlife damage management program for 
aviation safety: Provided, That of amounts 
available under this heading for wildlife 
services methods development, $1,000,000 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That of amounts available 
under this heading for the screwworm pro-
gram, $4,990,000 shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That no funds 
shall be used to formulate or administer a 
brucellosis eradication program for the cur-
rent fiscal year that does not require min-
imum matching by the States of at least 40 
percent: Provided further, That this appro-
priation shall be available for the operation 
and maintenance of aircraft and the pur-
chase of not to exceed five, of which two 
shall be for replacement only: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition, in emergencies which 
threaten any segment of the agricultural 
production industry of this country, the Sec-
retary may transfer from other appropria-
tions or funds available to the agencies or 
corporations of the Department such sums as 
may be deemed necessary, to be available 
only in such emergencies for the arrest and 
eradication of contagious or infectious dis-
ease or pests of animals, poultry, or plants, 
and for expenses in accordance with sections 
10411 and 10417 of the Animal Health Protec-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 8310 and 8316) and sections 
431 and 442 of the Plant Protection Act (7 
U.S.C. 7751 and 7772), and any unexpended 
balances of funds transferred for such emer-
gency purposes in the preceding fiscal year 
shall be merged with such transferred 
amounts: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available pursuant 
to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the repair and alter-
ation of leased buildings and improvements, 
but unless otherwise provided the cost of al-
tering any one building during the fiscal 
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the cur-
rent replacement value of the building. 
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In fiscal year 2016, the agency is authorized 

to collect fees to cover the total costs of pro-
viding technical assistance, goods, or serv-
ices requested by States, other political sub-
divisions, domestic and international organi-
zations, foreign governments, or individuals, 
provided that such fees are structured such 
that any entity’s liability for such fees is 
reasonably based on the technical assistance, 
goods, or services provided to the entity by 
the agency, and such fees shall be reim-
bursed to this account, to remain available 
until expended, without further appropria-
tion, for providing such assistance, goods, or 
services. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For plans, construction, repair, preventive 

maintenance, environmental support, im-
provement, extension, alteration, and pur-
chase of fixed equipment or facilities, as au-
thorized by 7 U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of 
land as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 428a, $3,175,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 
MARKETING SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, $81,223,000: Provided, That 
this appropriation shall be available pursu-
ant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration 
and repair of buildings and improvements, 
but the cost of altering any one building dur-
ing the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 per-
cent of the current replacement value of the 
building. 

Fees may be collected for the cost of stand-
ardization activities, as established by regu-
lation pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701). 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
Not to exceed $60,982,000 (from fees col-

lected) shall be obligated during the current 
fiscal year for administrative expenses: Pro-
vided, That if crop size is understated and/or 
other uncontrollable events occur, the agen-
cy may exceed this limitation by up to 10 
percent with notification to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 
FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME, 

AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Funds available under section 32 of the Act 
of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c), shall be 
used only for commodity program expenses 
as authorized therein, and other related op-
erating expenses, except for: (1) transfers to 
the Department of Commerce as authorized 
by the Fish and Wildlife Act of August 8, 
1956; (2) transfers otherwise provided in this 
Act; and (3) not more than $20,489,000 for for-
mulation and administration of marketing 
agreements and orders pursuant to the Agri-
cultural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937 
and the Agricultural Act of 1961. 

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS 
For payments to departments of agri-

culture, bureaus and departments of mar-
kets, and similar agencies for marketing ac-
tivities under section 204(b) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)), 
$1,235,000. 
GRAIN INSPECTION, PACKERS AND STOCKYARDS 

ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Grain In-
spection, Packers and Stockyards Adminis-
tration, $43,057,000: Provided, That this appro-
priation shall be available pursuant to law (7 
U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and repair of 
buildings and improvements, but the cost of 
altering any one building during the fiscal 
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the cur-
rent replacement value of the building. 

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING 
SERVICES EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current 

fiscal year for inspection and weighing serv-
ices: Provided, That if grain export activities 
require additional supervision and oversight, 
or other uncontrollable factors occur, this 
limitation may be exceeded by up to 10 per-
cent with notification to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD 
SAFETY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $816,000. 

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE 
For necessary expenses to carry out serv-

ices authorized by the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act, the Poultry Products Inspection 
Act, and the Egg Products Inspection Act, 
including not to exceed $50,000 for represen-
tation allowances and for expenses pursuant 
to section 8 of the Act approved August 3, 
1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $1,014,871,000; and in addi-
tion, $1,000,000 may be credited to this ac-
count from fees collected for the cost of lab-
oratory accreditation as authorized by sec-
tion 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 138f): Pro-
vided, That funds provided for the Public 
Health Data Communication Infrastructure 
system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than 
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be 
employed during fiscal year 2016 for purposes 
dedicated solely to inspections and enforce-
ment related to the Humane Methods of 
Slaughter Act: Provided further, That the 
Food Safety and Inspection Service shall 
continue implementation of section 11016 of 
Public Law 110–246 as further clarified by the 
amendments made in section 12106 of Public 
Law 113–79: Provided further, That this appro-
priation shall be available pursuant to law (7 
U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and repair of 
buildings and improvements, but the cost of 
altering any one building during the fiscal 
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the cur-
rent replacement value of the building. 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM 

AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agri-
cultural Services, $898,000. 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Farm Serv-

ice Agency, $1,200,180,000: Provided, That not 
more than 50 percent of the $129,546,000 made 
available under this heading for information 
technology related to farm program deliv-
ery, including the Modernize and Innovate 
the Delivery of Agricultural Systems and 
other farm program delivery systems, may 
be obligated until the Secretary submits to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress a plan for expenditure 
that (1) identifies for each project/invest-
ment over $25,000 (a) the functional and per-
formance capabilities to be delivered and the 
mission benefits to be realized, (b) the esti-
mated lifecycle cost, including estimates for 
development as well as maintenance and op-
erations, and (c) key milestones to be met; 
(2) demonstrates that each project/invest-
ment is, (a) consistent with the Farm Serv-
ice Agency Information Technology Road-
map, (b) being managed in accordance with 
applicable lifecycle management policies and 
guidance, and (c) subject to the applicable 
Department’s capital planning and invest-
ment control requirements; and (3) has been 
reviewed by the Government Accountability 
Office and approved by the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress: 
Provided further, That the agency shall sub-
mit a report by the end of the fourth quarter 
of fiscal year 2016 to the Committees on Ap-

propriations and the Government Account-
ability Office, that identifies for each 
project/investment that is operational (a) 
current performance against key indicators 
of customer satisfaction, (b) current per-
formance of service level agreements or 
other technical metrics, (c) current perform-
ance against a pre-established cost baseline, 
(d) a detailed breakdown of current and 
planned spending on operational enhance-
ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of 
whether the investment continues to meet 
business needs as intended as well as alter-
natives to the investment: Provided further, 
That the Secretary is authorized to use the 
services, facilities, and authorities (but not 
the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion to make program payments for all pro-
grams administered by the Agency: Provided 
further, That other funds made available to 
the Agency for authorized activities may be 
advanced to and merged with this account: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
to county committees shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That none 
of the funds available to the Farm Service 
Agency shall be used to close Farm Service 
Agency county offices: Provided further, That 
none of the funds available to the Farm 
Service Agency shall be used to permanently 
relocate county based employees that would 
result in an office with two or fewer employ-
ees without prior notification and approval 
of the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

STATE MEDIATION GRANTS 
For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the 

Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended 
(7 U.S.C. 5101–5106), $3,404,000. 

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 
PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out well-
head or groundwater protection activities 
under section 1240O of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–2), $6,500,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses involved in making 
indemnity payments to dairy farmers and 
manufacturers of dairy products under a 
dairy indemnity program, such sums as may 
be necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such program is car-
ried out by the Secretary in the same man-
ner as the dairy indemnity program de-
scribed in the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001 
(Public Law 106–387, 114 Stat. 1549A–12). 

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For gross obligations for the principal 

amount of direct and guaranteed farm own-
ership (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7 
U.S.C. 1941 et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7 
U.S.C. 1961 et seq.), Indian tribe land acquisi-
tion loans (25 U.S.C. 488), boll weevil loans (7 
U.S.C. 1989), guaranteed conservation loans 
(7 U.S.C. 1924 et seq.), and Indian highly 
fractionated land loans (25 U.S.C. 488) to be 
available from funds in the Agricultural 
Credit Insurance Fund, as follows: 
$2,000,000,000 for guaranteed farm ownership 
loans and $1,500,000,000 for farm ownership di-
rect loans; $1,393,443,000 for unsubsidized 
guaranteed operating loans and $1,252,004,000 
for direct operating loans; emergency loans, 
$34,667,000; Indian tribe land acquisition 
loans, $2,000,000; guaranteed conservation 
loans, $150,000,000; Indian highly fractionated 
land loans, $10,000,000; and for boll weevil 
eradication program loans, $60,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary shall deem the 
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pink bollworm to be a boll weevil for the 
purpose of boll weevil eradication program 
loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans 
and grants, including the cost of modifying 
loans as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows: 
farm operating loans, $53,961,000 for direct 
operating loans, $14,352,000 for unsubsidized 
guaranteed operating loans, and emergency 
loans, $1,262,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $314,918,000, of which 
$306,998,000 shall be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Farm 
Service Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Ag-
ricultural Credit Insurance Program Ac-
count for farm ownership, operating and con-
servation direct loans and guaranteed loans 
may be transferred among these programs: 
Provided, That the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress are notified 
at least 15 days in advance of any transfer. 

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Risk Man-
agement Agency, $74,829,000: Provided, That 
not to exceed $1,000 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses, 
as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 1506(i). 

CORPORATIONS 

The following corporations and agencies 
are hereby authorized to make expenditures, 
within the limits of funds and borrowing au-
thority available to each such corporation or 
agency and in accord with law, and to make 
contracts and commitments without regard 
to fiscal year limitations as provided by sec-
tion 104 of the Government Corporation Con-
trol Act as may be necessary in carrying out 
the programs set forth in the budget for the 
current fiscal year for such corporation or 
agency, except as hereinafter provided. 

FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND 

For payments as authorized by section 516 
of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 
1516), such sums as may be necessary, to re-
main available until expended. 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For the current fiscal year, such sums as 
may be necessary to reimburse the Com-
modity Credit Corporation for net realized 
losses sustained, but not previously reim-
bursed, pursuant to section 2 of the Act of 
August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. 713a–11): Provided, 
That of the funds available to the Com-
modity Credit Corporation under section 11 
of the Commodity Credit Corporation Char-
ter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of its 
business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and 
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for 
information resource management activities 
of the Foreign Agricultural Service that are 
not related to Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion business. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 

(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES) 

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation shall not expend more 
than $5,000,000 for site investigation and 
cleanup expenses, and operations and main-
tenance expenses to comply with the require-
ment of section 107(g) of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section 
6001 of the Resource Conservation and Recov-
ery Act (42 U.S.C. 6961). 

TITLE II 
CONSERVATION PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and 
Environment, $898,000. 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

CONSERVATION OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses for carrying out 

the provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16 
U.S.C. 590a–f), including preparation of con-
servation plans and establishment of meas-
ures to conserve soil and water (including 
farm irrigation and land drainage and such 
special measures for soil and water manage-
ment as may be necessary to prevent floods 
and the siltation of reservoirs and to control 
agricultural related pollutants); operation of 
conservation plant materials centers; classi-
fication and mapping of soil; dissemination 
of information; acquisition of lands, water, 
and interests therein for use in the plant ma-
terials program by donation, exchange, or 
purchase at a nominal cost not to exceed $100 
pursuant to the Act of August 3, 1956 (7 
U.S.C. 428a); purchase and erection or alter-
ation or improvement of permanent and tem-
porary buildings; and operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft, $850,856,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That appropriations hereunder shall be 
available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for con-
struction and improvement of buildings and 
public improvements at plant materials cen-
ters, except that the cost of alterations and 
improvements to other buildings and other 
public improvements shall not exceed 
$250,000: Provided further, That when build-
ings or other structures are erected on non- 
Federal land, that the right to use such land 
is obtained as provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made 
available under this heading, $5,600,000, shall 
remain available until expended for the au-
thorities under 16 U.S.C. 1001–1005 and 1007– 
1009 for authorized ongoing watershed 
projects with a primary purpose of providing 
water to rural communities: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading, $5,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended for the authorities under sec-
tion 13 of the Flood Control Act of December 
22, 1944 (Public Law 78–534) for authorized on-
going projects with a primary purpose of wa-
tershed protection by stabilizing stream 
channels, tributaries, and banks to reduce 
erosion and sediment transport. 

WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
Under the authorities of section 14 of the 

Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
Act, $12,000,000 is provided. 

TITLE III 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Rural Development, 
$893,000. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for carrying out 

the administration and implementation of 
programs in the Rural Development mission 
area, including activities with institutions 
concerning the development and operation of 
agricultural cooperatives; and for coopera-
tive agreements; $225,835,000: Provided, That 
no less than $19,500,000 shall be for the Com-
prehensive Loan Accounting System: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, funds appropriated 
under this heading may be used for adver-

tising and promotional activities that sup-
port the Rural Development mission area: 
Provided further, That any balances available 
from prior years for the Rural Utilities Serv-
ice, Rural Housing Service, and the Rural 
Business–Cooperative Service salaries and 
expenses accounts shall be transferred to and 
merged with this appropriation. 

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by title V of the Housing Act of 
1949, to be available from funds in the rural 
housing insurance fund, as follows: 
$900,000,000 shall be for direct loans and 
$24,000,000,000 shall be for unsubsidized guar-
anteed loans; $26,278,000 for section 504 hous-
ing repair loans; $28,398,000 for section 515 
rental housing; $150,000,000 for section 538 
guaranteed multi-family housing loans; 
$10,000,000 for credit sales of single family 
housing acquired property; $5,000,000 for sec-
tion 523 self-help housing land development 
loans; and $5,000,000 for section 524 site devel-
opment loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed 
loans, including the cost of modifying loans, 
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, as follows: section 502 
loans, $60,750,000 shall be for direct loans; 
section 504 housing repair loans, $3,424,000; 
and repair, rehabilitation, and new construc-
tion of section 515 rental housing, $8,414,000: 
Provided, That to support the loan program 
level for section 538 guaranteed loans made 
available under this heading the Secretary 
may charge or adjust any fees to cover the 
projected cost of such loan guarantees pursu-
ant to the provisions of the Credit Reform 
Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and the in-
terest on such loans may not be subsidized: 
Provided further, That applicants in commu-
nities that have a current rural area waiver 
under section 541 of the Housing Act of 1949 
(42 U.S.C. 1490q) shall be treated as living in 
a rural area for purposes of section 502 guar-
anteed loans provided under this heading: 
Provided further, That of the amounts avail-
able under this paragraph for section 502 di-
rect loans, no less than $5,000,000 shall be 
available for direct loans for individuals 
whose homes will be built pursuant to a pro-
gram funded with a mutual and self-help 
housing grant authorized by section 523 of 
the Housing Act of 1949 until June 1, 2016. 

In addition, for the cost of direct loans, 
grants, and contracts, as authorized by 42 
U.S.C. 1484 and 1486, $15,125,000, to remain 
available until expended, for direct farm 
labor housing loans and domestic farm labor 
housing grants and contracts: Provided, That 
any balances available for the Farm Labor 
Program Account shall be transferred to and 
merged with this account. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $417,854,000 shall be 
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Rural Development, Salaries 
and Expenses’’. 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
For rental assistance agreements entered 

into or renewed pursuant to the authority 
under section 521(a)(2) or agreements entered 
into in lieu of debt forgiveness or payments 
for eligible households as authorized by sec-
tion 502(c)(5)(D) of the Housing Act of 1949, 
$1,389,695,000; and in addition such sums as 
may be necessary, as authorized by section 
521(c) of the Act, to liquidate debt incurred 
prior to fiscal year 1992 to carry out the rent-
al assistance program under section 521(a)(2) 
of the Act: Provided, That rental assistance 
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agreements entered into or renewed during 
the current fiscal year shall be funded for a 
one-year period: Provided further, That any 
unexpended balances remaining at the end of 
such one-year agreements may be trans-
ferred and used for purposes of any debt re-
duction; maintenance, repair, or rehabilita-
tion of any existing projects; preservation; 
and rental assistance activities authorized 
under title V of the Act: Provided further, 
That rental assistance provided under agree-
ments entered into prior to fiscal year 2016 
for a farm labor multi-family housing 
project financed under section 514 or 516 of 
the Act may not be recaptured for use in an-
other project until such assistance has re-
mained unused for a period of 12 consecutive 
months, if such project has a waiting list of 
tenants seeking such assistance or the 
project has rental assistance eligible tenants 
who are not receiving such assistance: Pro-
vided further, That such recaptured rental as-
sistance shall, to the extent practicable, be 
applied to another farm labor multi-family 
housing project financed under section 514 or 
516 of the Act: Provided further, That of the 
total amount provided, up to $75,000,000 shall 
be available until September 30, 2017, for re-
newal of rental assistance agreements within 
the 12-month contract period: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall provide to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress quarterly reports on the 
number of renewals approved pursuant to the 
preceding proviso, on the amount of rental 
assistance available, and the anticipated 
need for rental assistance for the remainder 
of the fiscal year: Provided further, That ex-
cept as provided in the second proviso under 
this heading and notwithstanding any other 
provision of the Act, the Secretary may re-
capture rental assistance provided under 
agreements entered into prior to fiscal year 
2016 for a project that the Secretary deter-
mines no longer needs rental assistance and 
use such recaptured funds for current needs 
as well as unmet rental assistance needs 
from fiscal year 2015. 

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING REVITALIZATION 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the rural housing voucher program as 
authorized under section 542 of the Housing 
Act of 1949, but notwithstanding subsection 
(b) of such section, and for additional costs 
to conduct a demonstration program for the 
preservation and revitalization of multi-fam-
ily rental housing properties described in 
this paragraph, $37,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That of the 
funds made available under this heading, 
$15,000,000, shall be available for rural hous-
ing vouchers to any low-income household 
(including those not receiving rental assist-
ance) residing in a property financed with a 
section 515 loan which has been prepaid after 
September 30, 2005: Provided further, That the 
amount of such voucher shall be the dif-
ference between comparable market rent for 
the section 515 unit and the tenant paid rent 
for such unit: Provided further, That funds 
made available for such vouchers shall be 
subject to the availability of annual appro-
priations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, administer such vouchers with cur-
rent regulations and administrative guid-
ance applicable to section 8 housing vouchers 
administered by the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development: 
Provided further, That if the Secretary deter-
mines that the amount made available for 
vouchers in this or any other Act is not 
needed for vouchers, the Secretary may use 
such funds for the demonstration program 
for the preservation and revitalization of 
multi-family rental housing properties de-
scribed in this paragraph: Provided further, 

That of the funds made available under this 
heading, $22,000,000 shall be available for a 
demonstration program for the preservation 
and revitalization of the sections 514, 515, 
and 516 multi-family rental housing prop-
erties to restructure existing USDA multi- 
family housing loans, as the Secretary deems 
appropriate, expressly for the purposes of en-
suring the project has sufficient resources to 
preserve the project for the purpose of pro-
viding safe and affordable housing for low-in-
come residents and farm laborers including 
reducing or eliminating interest; deferring 
loan payments, subordinating, reducing or 
reamortizing loan debt; and other financial 
assistance including advances, payments and 
incentives (including the ability of owners to 
obtain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall as part of the pres-
ervation and revitalization agreement obtain 
a restrictive use agreement consistent with 
the terms of the restructuring: Provided fur-
ther, That if the Secretary determines that 
additional funds for vouchers described in 
this paragraph are needed, funds for the pres-
ervation and revitalization demonstration 
program may be used for such vouchers: Pro-
vided further, That if Congress enacts legisla-
tion to permanently authorize a multi-fam-
ily rental housing loan restructuring pro-
gram similar to the demonstration program 
described herein, the Secretary may use 
funds made available for the demonstration 
program under this heading to carry out 
such legislation with the prior approval of 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That in 
addition to any other available funds, the 
Secretary may expend not more than 
$1,000,000 total, from the program funds made 
available under this heading, for administra-
tive expenses for activities funded under this 
heading. 

MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS 
For grants and contracts pursuant to sec-

tion 523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 
U.S.C. 1490c), $27,500,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For grants for very low-income housing re-

pair and rural housing preservation made by 
the Rural Housing Service, as authorized by 
42 U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $32,239,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For gross obligations for the principal 

amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act, $2,200,000,000 for di-
rect loans and $148,305,000 for guaranteed 
loans. 

For the cost of guaranteed loans, including 
the cost of modifying loans, as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, $3,500,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

For the cost of grants for rural community 
facilities programs as authorized by section 
306 and described in section 381E(d)(1) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, $38,778,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That $4,000,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading 
shall be available for a Rural Community 
Development Initiative: Provided further, 
That such funds shall be used solely to de-
velop the capacity and ability of private, 
nonprofit community-based housing and 
community development organizations, low- 
income rural communities, and Federally 
Recognized Native American Tribes to un-
dertake projects to improve housing, com-

munity facilities, community and economic 
development projects in rural areas: Provided 
further, That such funds shall be made avail-
able to qualified private, nonprofit and pub-
lic intermediary organizations proposing to 
carry out a program of financial and tech-
nical assistance: Provided further, That such 
intermediary organizations shall provide 
matching funds from other sources, includ-
ing Federal funds for related activities, in an 
amount not less than funds provided: Pro-
vided further, That $5,778,000 of the amount 
appropriated under this heading shall be to 
provide grants for facilities in rural commu-
nities with extreme unemployment and se-
vere economic depression (Public Law 106– 
387), with up to 5 percent for administration 
and capacity building in the State rural de-
velopment offices: Provided further, That 
$4,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be available for commu-
nity facilities grants to tribal colleges, as 
authorized by section 306(a)(19) of such Act: 
Provided further, That sections 381E–H and 
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to the 
funds made available under this heading: 
Provided further, That for the purposes of de-
termining eligibility or level of program as-
sistance the Secretary shall not include in-
carcerated prison populations. 

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE 
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For the cost of loan guarantees and grants, 

for the rural business development programs 
authorized by section 310B and described in 
subsections (a), (c), (f) and (g) of section 310B 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, $62,687,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That of the amount 
appropriated under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $500,000 shall be made available for one 
grant to a qualified national organization to 
provide technical assistance for rural trans-
portation in order to promote economic de-
velopment and $3,000,000 shall be for grants 
to the Delta Regional Authority (7 U.S.C. 
2009aa et seq.) for any Rural Community Ad-
vancement Program purpose as described in 
section 381E(d) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act, of which not more 
than 5 percent may be used for administra-
tive expenses: Provided further, That 
$4,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for business grants to 
benefit Federally Recognized Native Amer-
ican Tribes, including $250,000 for a grant to 
a qualified national organization to provide 
technical assistance for rural transportation 
in order to promote economic development: 
Provided further, That for purposes of deter-
mining eligibility or level of program assist-
ance the Secretary shall not include incar-
cerated prison populations: Provided further, 
That sections 381E–H and 381N of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
are not applicable to funds made available 
under this heading. 

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the principal amount of direct loans, 

as authorized by the Intermediary Relending 
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), 
$18,889,000. 

For the cost of direct loans, $5,217,000, as 
authorized by the Intermediary Relending 
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of 
which $531,000 shall be available through 
June 30, 2016, for Federally Recognized Na-
tive American Tribes; and of which $1,021,000 
shall be available through June 30, 2016, for 
Mississippi Delta Region counties (as deter-
mined in accordance with Public Law 100– 
460): Provided, That such costs, including the 
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cost of modifying such loans, shall be as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000 
shall be transferred to and merged with the 
appropriation for ‘‘Rural Development, Sala-
ries and Expenses’’. 

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
For the principal amount of direct loans, 

as authorized under section 313 of the Rural 
Electrification Act, for the purpose of pro-
moting rural economic development and job 
creation projects, $33,077,000. 

Of the funds derived from interest on the 
cushion of credit payments, as authorized by 
section 313 of the Rural Electrification Act 
of 1936, $179,000,000 shall not be obligated and 
$179,000,000 are rescinded. 

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 
For rural cooperative development grants 

authorized under section 310B(e) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1932), $22,050,000, of which $2,500,000 
shall be for cooperative agreements for the 
appropriate technology transfer for rural 
areas program: Provided, That not to exceed 
$3,000,000 shall be for grants for cooperative 
development centers, individual coopera-
tives, or groups of cooperatives that serve 
socially disadvantaged groups and a major-
ity of the boards of directors or governing 
boards of which are comprised of individuals 
who are members of socially disadvantaged 
groups; and of which $10,750,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for value- 
added agricultural product market develop-
ment grants, as authorized by section 231 of 
the Agricultural Risk Protection Act of 2000 
(7 U.S.C. 1632a). 

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM 
For the cost of a program of loan guaran-

tees, under the same terms and conditions as 
authorized by section 9007 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107), $500,000: Provided, That the cost 
of loan guarantees, including the cost of 
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974. 

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE 
RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees, and grants for the rural water, waste 
water, waste disposal, and solid waste man-
agement programs authorized by sections 
306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B and de-
scribed in sections 306C(a)(2), 306D, 306E, and 
381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act, $522,365,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which not 
to exceed $1,000,000 shall be available for the 
rural utilities program described in section 
306(a)(2)(B) of such Act, and of which not to 
exceed $993,000 shall be available for the 
rural utilities program described in section 
306E of such Act: Provided, That not to ex-
ceed $10,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be for grants au-
thorized by section 306A(i)(2) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act in 
addition to funding authorized by section 
306A(i)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That 
$64,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for loans and grants in-
cluding water and waste disposal systems 
grants authorized by section 306C(a)(2)(B) 
and section 306D of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act, and Federally 
Recognized Native American Tribes author-
ized by 306C(a)(1): Provided further, That 

funding provided for section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
may be provided to a consortium formed pur-
suant to section 325 of Public Law 105–83: 
Provided further, That not more than 2 per-
cent of the funding provided for section 306D 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act may be used by the State of Alas-
ka for training and technical assistance pro-
grams and not more than 2 percent of the 
funding provided for section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
may be used by a consortium formed pursu-
ant to section 325 of Public Law 105–83 for 
training and technical assistance programs: 
Provided further, That not to exceed 
$20,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for technical assistance 
grants for rural water and waste systems 
pursuant to section 306(a)(14) of such Act, un-
less the Secretary makes a determination of 
extreme need, of which $6,500,000 shall be 
made available for a grant to a qualified 
nonprofit multi-State regional technical as-
sistance organization, with experience in 
working with small communities on water 
and waste water problems, the principal pur-
pose of such grant shall be to assist rural 
communities with populations of 3,300 or 
less, in improving the planning, financing, 
development, operation, and management of 
water and waste water systems, and of which 
not less than $800,000 shall be for a qualified 
national Native American organization to 
provide technical assistance for rural water 
systems for tribal communities: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $16,397,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading 
shall be for contracting with qualified na-
tional organizations for a circuit rider pro-
gram to provide technical assistance for 
rural water systems: Provided further, That 
not to exceed $4,000,000 shall be for solid 
waste management grants: Provided further, 
That $10,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be transferred to, 
and merged with, the Rural Utilities Service, 
High Energy Cost Grants Account to provide 
grants authorized under section 19 of the 
Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 
918a): Provided further, That any prior year 
balances for high-energy cost grants author-
ized by section 19 of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a) shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with the Rural Utilities 
Service, High Energy Cost Grants Account: 
Provided further, That sections 381E–H and 
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to the 
funds made available under this heading. 
RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNI-

CATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The principal amount of direct and guaran-
teed loans as authorized by sections 305 and 
306 of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 
U.S.C. 935 and 936) shall be made as follows: 
loans made pursuant to section 306 of that 
Act, rural electric, $5,500,000,000; guaranteed 
underwriting loans pursuant to section 313A, 
$750,000,000; 5 percent rural telecommuni-
cations loans, cost of money rural tele-
communications loans, and for loans made 
pursuant to section 306 of that Act, rural 
telecommunications loans, $690,000,000: Pro-
vided, That up to $2,000,000,000 shall be used 
for the construction, acquisition, or im-
provement of fossil-fueled electric gener-
ating plants (whether new or existing) that 
utilize carbon sequestration systems. 

For the cost of direct loans as authorized 
by section 305 of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935), including the cost 
of modifying loans, as defined in section 502 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, cost 
of money rural telecommunications loans, 
$104,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $34,707,000, which shall 
be transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Rural Development, Salaries 
and Expenses’’. 

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND 
BROADBAND PROGRAM 

For the principal amount of broadband 
telecommunication loans, $20,576,000. 

For grants for telemedicine and distance 
learning services in rural areas, as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $22,000,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That $3,000,000 shall be made available for 
grants authorized by 379G of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act: Pro-
vided further, That funding provided under 
this heading for grants under 379G of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act may only be provided to entities that 
meet all of the eligibility criteria for a con-
sortium as established by this section. 

For the cost of broadband loans, as author-
ized by section 601 of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act, $4,500,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the cost of direct 
loans shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974. 

In addition, $10,372,000, to remain available 
until expended, for a grant program to fi-
nance broadband transmission in rural areas 
eligible for Distance Learning and Telemedi-
cine Program benefits authorized by 7 U.S.C. 
950aaa. 

TITLE IV 
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD, 
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Services, $811,000. 

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE 
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21, 
and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1771 et seq.), except sections 17 and 21; 
$22,149,746,000 to remain available through 
September 30, 2017, of which such sums as are 
made available under section 14222(b)(1) of 
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–246), as amended by this 
Act, shall be merged with and available for 
the same time period and purposes as pro-
vided herein: Provided, That of the total 
amount available, $17,004,000 shall be avail-
able to carry out section 19 of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.): 
Provided further, That of the total amount 
available, $25,000,000 shall be available to 
provide competitive grants to State agencies 
for subgrants to local educational agencies 
and schools to purchase the equipment need-
ed to serve healthier meals, improve food 
safety, and to help support the establish-
ment, maintenance, or expansion of the 
school breakfast program: Provided further, 
That of the total amount available, 
$16,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended to carry out section 749(g) of the Ag-
riculture Appropriations Act of 2010 (Public 
Law 111–80): Provided further, That section 
26(d) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769g(d)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking 
‘‘2010 through 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘2010 
through 2016’’. 

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM 
FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
special supplemental nutrition program as 
authorized by section 17 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $6,350,000,000, 
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to remain available through September 30, 
2017: Provided, That notwithstanding section 
17(h)(10) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1786(h)(10)), not less than $60,000,000 
shall be used for breastfeeding peer coun-
selors and other related activities, and 
$13,600,000 shall be used for infrastructure: 
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided in this account shall be available for 
the purchase of infant formula except in ac-
cordance with the cost containment and 
competitive bidding requirements specified 
in section 17 of such Act: Provided further, 
That none of the funds provided shall be 
available for activities that are not fully re-
imbursed by other Federal Government de-
partments or agencies unless authorized by 
section 17 of such Act: Provided further, That 
upon termination of a federally mandated 
vendor moratorium and subject to terms and 
conditions established by the Secretary, the 
Secretary may waive the requirement at 7 
CFR 246.12(g)(6) at the request of a State 
agency. 

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 
et seq.), $80,849,383,000, of which $3,000,000,000, 
to remain available through December 31, 
2017, shall be placed in reserve for use only in 
such amounts and at such times as may be-
come necessary to carry out program oper-
ations: Provided, That funds available for the 
contingency reserve under the heading ‘‘Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program’’ of 
division A of Public Law 113–235 shall be 
available until December 31, 2016: Provided 
further, That funds provided herein shall be 
expended in accordance with section 16 of the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under 
this heading, $998,000 may be used to provide 
nutrition education services to State agen-
cies and Federally Recognized Tribes partici-
pating in the Food Distribution Program on 
Indian Reservations: Provided further, That 
this appropriation shall be subject to any 
work registration or workfare requirements 
as may be required by law: Provided further, 
That funds made available for Employment 
and Training under this heading shall re-
main available through September 30, 2017: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
under this heading for section 28(d)(1) and 
section 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act 
of 2008 shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided further, That funds 
made available under this heading may be 
used to enter into contracts and employ staff 
to conduct studies, evaluations, or to con-
duct activities related to program integrity 
provided that such activities are authorized 
by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008. 

COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses to carry out dis-

aster assistance and the Commodity Supple-
mental Food Program as authorized by sec-
tion 4(a) of the Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection Act of 1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c note); 
the Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983; 
special assistance for the nuclear affected is-
lands, as authorized by section 103(f)(2) of the 
Compact of Free Association Amendments 
Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–188); and the 
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as au-
thorized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966, $296,217,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That none of these funds shall be available 
to reimburse the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion for commodities donated to the pro-
gram: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, effective with 
funds made available in fiscal year 2016 to 
support the Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutri-
tion Program, as authorized by section 4402 

of the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002, such funds shall remain available 
through September 30, 2017: Provided further, 
That of the funds made available under sec-
tion 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)), the Secretary may use 
up to 10 percent for costs associated with the 
distribution of commodities. 

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION 
For necessary administrative expenses of 

the Food and Nutrition Service for carrying 
out any domestic nutrition assistance pro-
gram, $150,824,000: Provided, That of the funds 
provided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for 
the purposes of section 4404 of Public Law 
107–171, as amended by section 4401 of Public 
Law 110–246. 

TITLE V 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED 

PROGRAMS 
FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Foreign Ag-
ricultural Service, including not to exceed 
$250,000 for representation allowances and for 
expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), 
$191,566,000: Provided, That the Service may 
utilize advances of funds, or reimburse this 
appropriation for expenditures made on be-
half of Federal agencies, public and private 
organizations and institutions under agree-
ments executed pursuant to the agricultural 
food production assistance programs (7 
U.S.C. 1737) and the foreign assistance pro-
grams of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development: Provided further, That 
funds made available for middle-income 
country training programs, funds made 
available for the Borlaug International Agri-
cultural Science and Technology Fellowship 
program, and up to $2,000,000 of the Foreign 
Agricultural Service appropriation solely for 
the purpose of offsetting fluctuations in 
international currency exchange rates, sub-
ject to documentation by the Foreign Agri-
cultural Service, shall remain available until 
expended. 

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE I DIRECT CREDIT AND 
FOOD FOR PROGRESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For administrative expenses to carry out 

the credit program of title I, Food for Peace 
Act (Public Law 83–480) and the Food for 
Progress Act of 1985, $2,528,000, shall be 
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Farm Service Agency, Salaries 
and Expenses’’. 

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS 
For expenses during the current fiscal 

year, not otherwise recoverable, and unre-
covered prior years’ costs, including interest 
thereon, under the Food for Peace Act (Pub-
lic Law 83–480), for commodities supplied in 
connection with dispositions abroad under 
title II of said Act, $1,466,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 
MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR 

EDUCATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 
GRANTS 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of section 3107 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 1736o–1), $201,626,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That the Com-
modity Credit Corporation is authorized to 
provide the services, facilities, and authori-
ties for the purpose of implementing such 
section, subject to reimbursement from 
amounts provided herein: Provided further, 
That of the amount made available under 
this heading, $5,000,000, shall remain avail-
able until expended for necessary expenses to 

carry out the provisions of section 3207 of the 
Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 1726c). 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT 
(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For administrative expenses to carry out 
the Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export 
Guarantee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103, 
$6,748,000; to cover common overhead ex-
penses as permitted by section 11 of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act and 
in conformity with the Federal Credit Re-
form Act of 1990, of which $6,394,000 shall be 
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Foreign Agricultural Service, 
Salaries and Expenses’’, and of which $354,000 
shall be transferred to and merged with the 
appropriation for ‘‘Farm Service Agency, 
Salaries and Expenses’’. 

TITLE VI 

RELATED AGENCIES AND FOOD AND 
DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Food and 
Drug Administration, including hire and pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles; for pay-
ment of space rental and related costs pursu-
ant to Public Law 92–313 for programs and 
activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion which are included in this Act; for rent-
al of special purpose space in the District of 
Columbia or elsewhere; for miscellaneous 
and emergency expenses of enforcement ac-
tivities, authorized and approved by the Sec-
retary and to be accounted for solely on the 
Secretary’s certificate, not to exceed $25,000; 
and notwithstanding section 521 of Public 
Law 107–188; $4,681,392,000: Provided, That of 
the amount provided under this heading, 
$851,481,000 shall be derived from prescription 
drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379h, 
and shall be credited to this account and re-
main available until expended; $137,677,000 
shall be derived from medical device user 
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j, and shall be 
credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended; $318,363,000 shall be de-
rived from human generic drug user fees au-
thorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–42, and shall be 
credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended; $21,540,000 shall be de-
rived from biosimilar biological product user 
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–52, and shall 
be credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended; $22,818,000 shall be de-
rived from animal drug user fees authorized 
by 21 U.S.C. 379j–12, and shall be credited to 
this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $9,705,000 shall be derived from ani-
mal generic drug user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 379j–21, and shall be credited to this 
account and remain available until ex-
pended; $599,000,000 shall be derived from to-
bacco product user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 387s, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That in addition to and not-
withstanding any other provision under this 
heading, amounts collected for prescription 
drug user fees, medical device user fees, 
human generic drug user fees, biosimilar bio-
logical product user fees, animal drug user 
fees, and animal generic drug user fees that 
exceed the respective fiscal year 2016 limita-
tions are appropriated and shall be credited 
to this account and remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That fees derived 
from prescription drug, medical device, 
human generic drug, biosimilar biological 
product, animal drug, and animal generic 
drug assessments for fiscal year 2016, includ-
ing any such fees collected prior to fiscal 
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year 2016 but credited for fiscal year 2016, 
shall be subject to the fiscal year 2016 limita-
tions: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may accept payment during fiscal year 2016 
of user fees specified under this heading and 
authorized for fiscal year 2017, prior to the 
due date for such fees, and that amounts of 
such fees assessed for fiscal year 2017 for 
which the Secretary accepts payment in fis-
cal year 2016 shall not be included in 
amounts under this heading: Provided further, 
That none of these funds shall be used to de-
velop, establish, or operate any program of 
user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated: (1) $987,328,000 shall be for the 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutri-
tion and related field activities in the Office 
of Regulatory Affairs; (2) $1,394,136,000 shall 
be for the Center for Drug Evaluation and 
Research and related field activities in the 
Office of Regulatory Affairs; (3) $354,901,000 
shall be for the Center for Biologics Evalua-
tion and Research and for related field ac-
tivities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; 
(4) $187,825,000 shall be for the Center for Vet-
erinary Medicine and for related field activi-
ties in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (5) 
$430,443,000 shall be for the Center for De-
vices and Radiological Health and for related 
field activities in the Office of Regulatory 
Affairs; (6) $63,331,000 shall be for the Na-
tional Center for Toxicological Research; (7) 
$564,117,000 shall be for the Center for To-
bacco Products and for related field activi-
ties in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (8) 
not to exceed $171,418,000 shall be for Rent 
and Related activities, of which $52,346,000 is 
for White Oak Consolidation, other than the 
amounts paid to the General Services Ad-
ministration for rent; (9) not to exceed 
$238,274,000 shall be for payments to the Gen-
eral Services Administration for rent; and 
(10) $289,619,000 shall be for other activities, 
including the Office of the Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs, the Office of Foods and Vet-
erinary Medicine, the Office of Medical and 
Tobacco Products, the Office of Global and 
Regulatory Policy, the Office of Operations, 
the Office of the Chief Scientist, and central 
services for these offices: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $25,000 of this amount 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, not otherwise provided for, as 
determined by the Commissioner: Provided 
further, That any transfer of funds pursuant 
to section 770(n) of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n)) shall 
only be from amounts made available under 
this heading for other activities: Provided 
further, That of the amounts that are made 
available under this heading for ‘‘other ac-
tivities’’, and that are not derived from user 
fees, $1,500,000 shall be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services—Office 
of Inspector General’’ for oversight of the 
programs and operations of the Food and 
Drug Administration and shall be in addition 
to funds otherwise made available for over-
sight of the Food and Drug Administration: 
Provided further, That funds may be trans-
ferred from one specified activity to another 
with the prior approval of the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

In addition, mammography user fees au-
thorized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certifi-
cation user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381, 
priority review user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, food and feed recall 
fees, food reinspection fees, and voluntary 
qualified importer program fees authorized 
by 21 U.S.C. 379j–31, outsourcing facility fees 
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–62, prescription 
drug wholesale distributor licensing and in-
spection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
353(e)(3), and third-party logistics provider 

licensing and inspection fees authorized by 
21 U.S.C. 360eee–3(c)(1), and third-party audi-
tor fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), 
shall be credited to this account, to remain 
available until expended. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For plans, construction, repair, improve-

ment, extension, alteration, and purchase of 
fixed equipment or facilities of or used by 
the Food and Drug Administration, where 
not otherwise provided, $8,788,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 
COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of the Commodity Exchange Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), including the purchase 
and hire of passenger motor vehicles, and the 
rental of space (to include multiple year 
leases), in the District of Columbia and else-
where, $250,000,000, including not to exceed 
$3,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, and not to exceed $25,000 for 
the expenses for consultations and meetings 
hosted by the Commission with foreign gov-
ernmental and other regulatory officials, of 
which not less than $50,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, shall be 
for the purchase of information technology 
and of which not less than $2,620,000 shall be 
for expenses of the Office of the Inspector 
General: Provided, That notwithstanding the 
limitations in 31 U.S.C. 1553, amounts pro-
vided under this heading are available for 
the liquidation of obligations equal to cur-
rent year payments on leases entered into 
prior to the date of enactment of this Act: 
Provided further, That for the purpose of re-
cording any obligations that should have 
been recorded against accounts closed pursu-
ant to 31 U.S.C. 1552, these accounts may be 
reopened solely for the purpose of correcting 
any violations of 31 U.S.C. 1501(a)(1), and bal-
ances canceled pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1552(a) 
in any accounts reopened pursuant to this 
authority shall remain unavailable to liq-
uidate any outstanding obligations. 

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $65,600,000 (from assessments 
collected from farm credit institutions, in-
cluding the Federal Agricultural Mortgage 
Corporation) shall be obligated during the 
current fiscal year for administrative ex-
penses as authorized under 12 U.S.C. 2249: 
Provided, That this limitation shall not 
apply to expenses associated with receiver-
ships: Provided further, That the agency may 
exceed this limitation by up to 10 percent 
with notification to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress. 

TITLE VII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 701. Within the unit limit of cost fixed 
by law, appropriations and authorizations 
made for the Department of Agriculture for 
the current fiscal year under this Act shall 
be available for the purchase, in addition to 
those specifically provided for, of not to ex-
ceed 71 passenger motor vehicles of which 68 
shall be for replacement only, and for the 
hire of such vehicles: Provided, That notwith-
standing this section, the only purchase of 
new passenger vehicles shall be for those de-
termined by the Secretary to be necessary 
for transportation safety, to reduce oper-
ational costs, and for the protection of life, 
property, and public safety. 

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture 
may transfer unobligated balances of discre-
tionary funds appropriated by this Act or 
any other available unobligated discre-

tionary balances that are remaining avail-
able of the Department of Agriculture to the 
Working Capital Fund for the acquisition of 
plant and capital equipment necessary for 
the delivery of financial, administrative, and 
information technology services of primary 
benefit to the agencies of the Department of 
Agriculture, such transferred funds to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That none of the funds made available by 
this Act or any other Act shall be trans-
ferred to the Working Capital Fund without 
the prior approval of the agency adminis-
trator: Provided further, That none of the 
funds transferred to the Working Capital 
Fund pursuant to this section shall be avail-
able for obligation without written notifica-
tion to and the prior approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress: Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated by this Act or made 
available to the Department’s Working Cap-
ital Fund shall be available for obligation or 
expenditure to make any changes to the De-
partment’s National Finance Center without 
written notification to and prior approval of 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress as required by section 717 
of this Act: Provided further, That of annual 
income amounts in the Working Capital 
Fund of the Department of Agriculture allo-
cated for the National Finance Center, the 
Secretary may reserve not more than 4 per-
cent for the replacement or acquisition of 
capital equipment, including equipment for 
the improvement and implementation of a fi-
nancial management plan, information tech-
nology, and other systems of the National 
Finance Center or to pay any unforeseen, ex-
traordinary cost of the National Finance 
Center: Provided further, That none of the 
amounts reserved shall be available for obli-
gation unless the Secretary submits written 
notification of the obligation to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress: Provided further, That the limita-
tion on the obligation of funds pending noti-
fication to Congressional Committees shall 
not apply to any obligation that, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, is necessary to re-
spond to a declared state of emergency that 
significantly impacts the operations of the 
National Finance Center; or to evacuate em-
ployees of the National Finance Center to a 
safe haven to continue operations of the Na-
tional Finance Center. 

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act 
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost 
rates on cooperative agreements or similar 
arrangements between the United States De-
partment of Agriculture and nonprofit insti-
tutions in excess of 10 percent of the total di-
rect cost of the agreement when the purpose 
of such cooperative arrangements is to carry 
out programs of mutual interest between the 
two parties. This does not preclude appro-
priate payment of indirect costs on grants 
and contracts with such institutions when 
such indirect costs are computed on a simi-
lar basis for all agencies for which appropria-
tions are provided in this Act. 

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department 
of Agriculture for the cost of direct and 
guaranteed loans made available in the cur-
rent fiscal year shall remain available until 
expended to disburse obligations made in the 
current fiscal year for the following ac-
counts: the Rural Development Loan Fund 
program account, the Rural Electrification 
and Telecommunication Loans program ac-
count, and the Rural Housing Insurance 
Fund program account. 

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available 
to the Department of Agriculture by this Act 
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may be used to acquire new information 
technology systems or significant upgrades, 
as determined by the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer, without the approval of 
the Chief Information Officer and the con-
currence of the Executive Information Tech-
nology Investment Review Board: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this Act may be 
transferred to the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer without written notification 
to and the prior approval of the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing section 11319 of title 40, United 
States Code, none of the funds available to 
the Department of Agriculture for informa-
tion technology shall be obligated for 
projects, contracts, or other agreements over 
$25,000 prior to receipt of written approval by 
the Chief Information Officer: Provided fur-
ther, That the Chief Information Officer may 
authorize an agency to obligate funds with-
out written approval from the Chief Informa-
tion Officer for projects, contracts, or other 
agreements up to $250,000 based upon the per-
formance of an agency measured against the 
performance plan requirements described in 
the explanatory statement accompanying 
Public Law 113–235. 

SEC. 707. Funds made available under sec-
tion 524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year 
shall remain available until expended to dis-
burse obligations made in the current fiscal 
year. 

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any former RUS borrower that 
has repaid or prepaid an insured, direct or 
guaranteed loan under the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936, or any not-for-profit utility 
that is eligible to receive an insured or di-
rect loan under such Act, shall be eligible for 
assistance under section 313(b)(2)(B) of such 
Act in the same manner as a borrower under 
such Act. 

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in 
unobligated balances from appropriations 
made available for salaries and expenses in 
this Act for the Farm Service Agency shall 
remain available through September 30, 2017, 
for information technology expenses: Pro-
vided, That except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, unobligated balances from 
appropriations made available for salaries 
and expenses in this Act for the Rural Devel-
opment mission area shall remain available 
through September 30, 2017, for information 
technology expenses. 

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used for first-class travel by the employees 
of agencies funded by this Act in contraven-
tion of sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–79), other than by title 
I or subtitle A of title III of such Act, or pro-
grams for which indefinite amounts were 
provided in that Act, that is authorized or 
required to be carried out using funds of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation— 

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries 
and related administrative expenses, includ-
ing technical assistance, associated with the 
implementation of the program, without re-
gard to the limitation on the total amount 
of allotments and fund transfers contained in 
section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i); and 

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose 
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer 
or allotment for purposes of applying the 
limitation on the total amount of allotments 
and fund transfers contained in such section. 

SEC. 712. Of the funds made available by 
this Act, not more than $2,000,000 shall be 
used to cover necessary expenses of activi-
ties related to all advisory committees, pan-
els, commissions, and task forces of the De-
partment of Agriculture, except for panels 
used to comply with negotiated rule makings 
and panels used to evaluate competitively 
awarded grants. 

SEC. 713. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be available to pay indirect costs charged 
against any agricultural research, education, 
or extension grant awards issued by the Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agriculture that 
exceed 30 percent of total Federal funds pro-
vided under each award: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 1462 of the National Ag-
ricultural Research, Extension, and Teach-
ing Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3310), funds 
provided by this Act for grants awarded com-
petitively by the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture shall be available to pay full 
allowable indirect costs for each grant 
awarded under section 9 of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 638). 

SEC. 714. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act shall be used to pay the salaries 
and expenses of personnel to carry out the 
following: 

(1) The Watershed Rehabilitation program 
authorized by section 14(h)(1) of the Water-
shed and Flood Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 
1012(h)(1)); 

(2) The Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program as authorized by sections 1240–1240H 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3839aa–3839aa–8) in excess of $1,329,000,000: 
Provided, That this limitation shall apply 
only to funds provided by section 
1241(a)(5)(C) of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3841(a)(5)(C)); 

(3) The Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
authorized by section 9011 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8111) in excess of $3,000,000 in new 
obligational authority; and 

(4) The Biorefinery, Renewable Chemical 
and Biobased Product Manufacturing Assist-
ance program as authorized by section 9003 
of the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8103) in excess of 
$27,000,000 of the funding appropriated by 
subsection (g)(1)(A)(ii) of that section for fis-
cal year 2016. 

SEC. 715. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act shall be used to pay the salaries 
and expenses of personnel to carry out a pro-
gram under subsection (b)(2)(A)(viii) of sec-
tion 14222 of Public Law 110–246 in excess of 
$884,980,000, as follows: Child Nutrition Pro-
grams Entitlement Commodities— 
$465,000,000; State Option Contracts— 
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commod-
ities—$2,500,000: Provided, That none of the 
funds made available in this Act or any 
other Act shall be used for salaries and ex-
penses to carry out in this fiscal year section 
19(i)(1)(E) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act, as amended, except in an 
amount that excludes the transfer of 
$125,000,000 of the funds to be transferred 
under subsection (c) of section 14222 of Public 
Law 110–246, until October 1, 2016: Provided 
further, That $125,000,000 made available on 
October 1, 2016, to carry out section 
19(i)(1)(E) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act, as amended, shall be ex-
cluded from the limitation described in sub-
section (b)(2)(A)(ix) of section 14222 of Public 
Law 110–246: Provided further, That none of 
the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available by this or any other Act shall be 
used to pay the salaries or expenses of any 
employee of the Department of Agriculture 
or officer of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion to carry out clause 3 of section 32 of the 

Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1935 (Public 
Law 74–320, 7 U.S.C. 612c, as amended), or for 
any surplus removal activities or price sup-
port activities under section 5 of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act: Pro-
vided further, That the available unobligated 
balances under (b)(2)(A)(viii) of section 14222 
of Public Law 110–246 in excess of the limita-
tion set forth in this section, except for the 
amounts to be transferred pursuant to the 
first proviso, are hereby permanently re-
scinded. 

SEC. 716. None of the funds appropriated by 
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the 
salaries and expenses of personnel who pre-
pare or submit appropriations language as 
part of the President’s budget submission to 
the Congress for programs under the juris-
diction of the Appropriations Subcommit-
tees on Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies that assumes revenues or reflects a 
reduction from the previous year due to user 
fees proposals that have not been enacted 
into law prior to the submission of the budg-
et unless such budget submission identifies 
which additional spending reductions should 
occur in the event the user fees proposals are 
not enacted prior to the date of the con-
vening of a committee of conference for the 
fiscal year 2017 appropriations Act. 

SEC. 717. (a) None of the funds provided by 
this Act, or provided by previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act 
that remain available for obligation or ex-
penditure in the current fiscal year, or pro-
vided from any accounts in the Treasury de-
rived by the collection of fees available to 
the agencies funded by this Act, shall be 
available for obligation or expenditure 
through a reprogramming, transfer of funds, 
or reimbursements as authorized by the 
Economy Act, or in the case of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, through use of the au-
thority provided by section 702(b) of the De-
partment of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944 
(7 U.S.C. 2257) or section 8 of Public Law 89– 
106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), that— 

(1) creates new programs; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-

ity; 
(3) increases funds or personnel by any 

means for any project or activity for which 
funds have been denied or restricted; 

(4) relocates an office or employees; 
(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activi-

ties; or 
(6) contracts out or privatizes any func-

tions or activities presently performed by 
Federal employees; 
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the 
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission (as the case may be) notifies 
in writing and receives approval from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in ad-
vance of the reprogramming of such funds or 
the use of such authority. 

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act, 
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts 
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure 
in the current fiscal year, or provided from 
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the 
collection of fees available to the agencies 
funded by this Act, shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure for activities, pro-
grams, or projects through a reprogramming 
or use of the authorities referred to in sub-
section (a) involving funds in excess of 
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less, 
that— 

(1) augments existing programs, projects, 
or activities; 

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any 
existing program, project, or activity, or 
numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or 
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(3) results from any general savings from a 

reduction in personnel which would result in 
a change in existing programs, activities, or 
projects as approved by Congress; unless the 
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, or the Chair-
man of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (as the case may be) notifies in 
writing and receives approval from the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress at least 30 days in advance of the 
reprogramming or transfer of such funds or 
the use of such authority. 

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the 
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission shall notify in writing and 
receive approval from the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
before implementing any program or activ-
ity not carried out during the previous fiscal 
year unless the program or activity is funded 
by this Act or specifically funded by any 
other Act. 

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act, 
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts 
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure 
in the current fiscal year, or provided from 
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the 
collection of fees available to the agencies 
funded by this Act, shall be available for— 

(1) modifying major capital investments 
funding levels, including information tech-
nology systems, that involves increasing or 
decreasing funds in the current fiscal year 
for the individual investment in excess of 
$500,000 or 10 percent of the total cost, which-
ever is less; 

(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current, 
or vacant positions or agency activities or 
functions to establish a center, office, 
branch, or similar entity with five or more 
personnel; or 

(3) carrying out activities or functions that 
were not described in the budget request; un-
less the agencies funded by this Act notify, 
in writing, the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress at least 30 
days in advance of using the funds for these 
purposes. 

(e) As described in this section, no funds 
may be used for any activities unless the 
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, or the Chair-
man of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission receives from the Committee on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
written or electronic mail confirmation of 
receipt of the notification as required in this 
section. 

SEC. 718. Notwithstanding section 
310B(g)(5) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)), 
the Secretary may assess a one-time fee for 
any guaranteed business and industry loan 
in an amount that does not exceed 3 percent 
of the guaranteed principal portion of the 
loan. 

SEC. 719. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department 
of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, or the Farm Credit Administra-
tion shall be used to transmit or otherwise 
make available reports, questions, or re-
sponses to questions that are a result of in-
formation requested for the appropriations 
hearing process to any non-Department of 
Agriculture, non-Department of Health and 
Human Services, non-Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission, or non-Farm Credit 
Administration employee. 

SEC. 720. Unless otherwise authorized by 
existing law, none of the funds provided in 
this Act, may be used by an executive branch 
agency to produce any prepackaged news 
story intended for broadcast or distribution 

in the United States unless the story in-
cludes a clear notification within the text or 
audio of the prepackaged news story that the 
prepackaged news story was prepared or 
funded by that executive branch agency. 

SEC. 721. No employee of the Department of 
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned 
from an agency or office funded by this Act 
or any other Act to any other agency or of-
fice of the Department for more than 60 days 
in a fiscal year unless the individual’s em-
ploying agency or office is fully reimbursed 
by the receiving agency or office for the sal-
ary and expenses of the employee for the pe-
riod of assignment. 

SEC. 722. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries 
and expenses of personnel who provide non-
recourse marketing assistance loans for mo-
hair under section 1201 of the Agricultural 
Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–79). 

SEC. 723. Not later than 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the 
Food and Drug Administration, the Chair-
man of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, and the Chairman of the Farm 
Credit Administration shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress a detailed spending plan 
by program, project, and activity for all the 
funds made available under this Act includ-
ing appropriated user fees, as defined in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

SEC. 724. Funds made available under title 
II of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et 
seq.) may only be used to provide assistance 
to recipient nations if adequate monitoring 
and controls, as determined by the Adminis-
trator of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, are in place to ensure that 
emergency food aid is received by the in-
tended beneficiaries in areas affected by food 
shortages and not diverted for unauthorized 
or inappropriate purposes. 

SEC. 725. There is hereby appropriated 
$1,996,000 to carry out section 1621 of Public 
Law 110–246. 

SEC. 726. The Secretary shall establish an 
intermediary loan packaging program based 
on the pilot program in effect for fiscal year 
2013 for packaging and reviewing section 502 
single family direct loans. The Secretary 
shall enter into agreements with current 
intermediary organizations and with addi-
tional qualified intermediary organizations. 
The Secretary shall work with these organi-
zations to increase effectiveness of the sec-
tion 502 single family direct loan program in 
rural communities and shall set aside and 
make available from the national reserve 
section 502 loans an amount necessary to 
support the work of such intermediaries and 
provide a priority for review of such loans. 

SEC. 727. For loans and loan guarantees 
that do not require budget authority and the 
program level has been established in this 
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may in-
crease the program level for such loans and 
loan guarantees by not more than 25 percent: 
Provided, That prior to the Secretary imple-
menting such an increase, the Secretary no-
tifies, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least 
15 days in advance. 

SEC. 728. There is hereby appropriated for 
the ‘‘Emergency Watershed Protection Pro-
gram’’, $157,000,000, to remain available until 
expended; for the ‘‘Emergency Forestry Res-
toration Program’’, $6,000,000, to remain 
available until expended; and for the ‘‘Emer-
gency Conservation Program’’, $108,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That $37,000,000 made available for the 
‘‘Emergency Watershed Protection Pro-
gram’’; $2,000,000 made available for the 

‘‘Emergency Forestry Restoration Pro-
gram’’; and $91,000,000 made available for the 
‘‘Emergency Conservation Program’’ under 
this section are for necessary expenses re-
sulting from a major disaster declared pursu-
ant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5121 et seq.), and are designated by the Con-
gress as being for disaster relief pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(D) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 729. None of the credit card refunds or 
rebates transferred to the Working Capital 
Fund pursuant to section 729 of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public 
Law 107–76) shall be available for obligation 
without written notification to, and the 
prior approval of, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided, That the refunds or rebates so trans-
ferred shall be available for obligation only 
for the acquisition of plant and capital 
equipment necessary for the delivery of fi-
nancial, administrative, and information 
technology services of primary benefit to the 
agencies of the Department of Agriculture. 

SEC. 730. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to procure processed 
poultry products imported into the United 
States from the People’s Republic of China 
for use in the school lunch program under 
the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), the Child 
and Adult Food Care Program under section 
17 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1766), the Summer 
Food Service Program for Children under 
section 13 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1761), or the 
school breakfast program under the Child 
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.). 

SEC. 731. In response to an eligible commu-
nity where the drinking water supplies are 
inadequate due to a natural disaster, as de-
termined by the Secretary, including 
drought or severe weather, the Secretary 
may provide potable water through the 
Emergency Community Water Assistance 
Grant Program for an additional period of 
time not to exceed 120 days beyond the es-
tablished period provided under the Program 
in order to protect public health. 

SEC. 732. Funds provided by this or any 
prior Appropriations Act for the Agriculture 
and Food Research Initiative under 7 U.S.C. 
450i(b) shall be made available without re-
gard to section 7128 of the Agricultural Act 
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 3371 note), under the match-
ing requirements in laws in effect on the 
date before the date of enactment of such 
section: Provided, That the requirements of 7 
U.S.C. 450i(b)(9) shall continue to apply. 

SEC. 733. (a) For the period beginning on 
the date of enactment of this Act through 
school year 2016–2017, with respect to the 
school lunch program established under the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) or the school 
breakfast program established under the 
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et 
seq.) and final regulations published by the 
Department of Agriculture in the Federal 
Register on January 26, 2012 (77 Fed. Reg. 
4088 et seq.), the Secretary shall allow States 
to grant an exemption from the whole grain 
requirements that took effect on or after 
July 1, 2014, and the States shall establish a 
process for evaluating and responding, in a 
reasonable amount of time, to requests for 
an exemption: Provided, That school food au-
thorities demonstrate hardship, including fi-
nancial hardship, in procuring specific whole 
grain products which are acceptable to the 
students and compliant with the whole 
grain-rich requirements: Provided further, 
That school food authorities shall comply 
with the applicable grain component or 
standard with respect to the school lunch or 
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school breakfast program that was in effect 
prior to July 1, 2014. 

(b) None of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available by this or any other 
Act shall be used to pay the salaries and ex-
penses of personnel to implement any regu-
lations under the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et 
seq.), the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1771 et seq.), the Healthy, Hunger- 
Free Kids Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–296), or 
any other law that would require a reduction 
in the quantity of sodium contained in feder-
ally reimbursed meals, foods, and snacks 
sold in schools below Target 1 (as described 
in section 220.8(f)(3) of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or successor regulations)) 
until the latest scientific research estab-
lishes the reduction is beneficial for chil-
dren. 

SEC. 734. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to re-
lease or implement the final version of the 
eighth edition of the Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans, revised pursuant to section 301 of 
the National Nutrition Monitoring and Re-
lated Research Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5341), un-
less the Secretary of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services en-
sure that each revision to any nutritional or 
dietary information or guideline contained 
in the 2010 edition of the Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans and each new nutritional or 
dietary information or guideline to be in-
cluded in the eighth edition of the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans— 

(1) is based on significant scientific agree-
ment; and 

(2) is limited in scope to nutritional and di-
etary information. 

SEC. 735. (a) Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall engage the 
National Academy of Medicine to conduct a 
comprehensive study of the entire process 
used to establish the Advisory Committee 
for the Dietary Guidelines for Americans and 
the subsequent development of the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, most recently re-
vised pursuant to section 301 of the National 
Nutrition Monitoring and Related Research 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5341). The panel of the 
National Academy of Medicine selected to 
conduct the study shall include a balanced 
representation of individuals with broad ex-
periences and viewpoints regarding nutri-
tional and dietary information. 

(b) The study required by subsection (a) 
shall include the following: 

(1) An analysis of each of the following: 
(A) How the Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-

cans can better prevent chronic disease, en-
sure nutritional sufficiency for all Ameri-
cans, and accommodate a range of individual 
factors, including age, gender, and metabolic 
health. 

(B) How the advisory committee selection 
process can be improved to provide more 
transparency, eliminate bias, and include 
committee members with a range of view-
points. 

(C) How the Nutrition Evidence Library is 
compiled and utilized, including whether Nu-
trition Evidence Library reviews and other 
systematic reviews and data analysis are 
conducted according to rigorous and objec-
tive scientific standards. 

(D) How systematic reviews are conducted 
on longstanding Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans recommendations, including 
whether scientific studies are included from 
scientists with a range of viewpoints. 

(2) Recommendations to improve the proc-
ess used to establish the Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans and to ensure the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans reflect balanced 
sound science. 

(c) There is hereby appropriated $1,000,000 
to conduct the study required by subsection 
(a). 

SEC. 736. The unobligated balances identi-
fied by the Treasury Appropriation Fund 
Symbol 12X0113 are rescinded. 

SEC. 737. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, acting through the Food and 
Nutrition Service, to commence any new re-
search and evaluation projects until the Sec-
retary submits to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a re-
search and evaluation plan for fiscal year 
2016, prepared in coordination with the Re-
search, Education, and Economics mission 
area of the Department of Agriculture, and a 
period of 30 days beginning on the date of the 
submission of the plan expires to permit 
Congressional review of the plan. 

SEC. 738. Of the unobligated prior year 
funds identified by Treasury Appropriation 
Fund Symbol 12X1980 where obligations have 
been cancelled, $13,000,000 is rescinded. 

SEC. 739. The unobligated balances identi-
fied by the Treasury Appropriation Fund 
Symbol 12X3318, 12X1010, 12X1090, 12X1907, 
12X0402, 12X3508, and 12X3322 are rescinded. 

SEC. 740. Section 166 of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7286) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and title I of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008’’ both 
places it appears and inserting ‘‘title I of the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, 
and Subtitle B of title I of the Agricultural 
Act of 2014’’; and 

(2) by amending paragraph (3) of subsection 
(c) to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION OF AUTHORITY.—Begin-
ning with the 2015 crop marketing year, the 
Secretary shall carry out paragraph (1) 
under the same terms and conditions as were 
in effect for the 2008 crop year for loans made 
to producers under subtitle B of title I of the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 8701 et seq.).’’. 

SEC. 741. (a) There is hereby appropriated 
$5,000,000 to provide competitive grants to 
State agencies for subgrants to local edu-
cational agencies and schools to purchase 
the equipment needed to serve healthier 
meals, improve food safety, and to help sup-
port the establishment, maintenance, or ex-
pansion of the school breakfast program, to 
remain available until expended. 

(b) There is hereby appropriated $7,000,000 
to carry out section 749(g) of the Agriculture 
Appropriations Act of 2010 (Public Law 111– 
80), to remain available until expended. 

SEC. 742. Of the unobligated balances iden-
tified by the Treasury Appropriation Fund 
Symbol 12X1072, $20,000,000 is hereby re-
scinded: Provided, That no amounts may be 
rescinded from amounts that were des-
ignated by Congress as an emergency re-
quirement or for disaster relief requirement 
pursuant to a Concurrent Resolution on the 
Budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 743. In carrying out subsection (h) of 
section 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 
U.S.C. 1472), the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall have the same authority with respect 
to loans guaranteed under such section and 
eligible lenders for such loans as the Sec-
retary has under subsections (h) and (j) of 
section 538 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1490p–2) 
with respect to loans guaranteed under such 
section 538 and eligible lenders for such 
loans. 

SEC. 744. There is hereby appropriated 
$8,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to carry out section 6407 of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107a): Provided, That the Secretary 
launch the program authorized by this sec-
tion during the 2016 fiscal year and that it be 

carried out through the Rural Utilities Serv-
ice: Provided further, That, within 60 days of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
provide a report to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress on 
how the Rural Utilities Service will imple-
ment section 6407 during the 2016 fiscal year. 

SEC. 745. Of the unobligated balances of ap-
propriations in Public Law 108–199, Public 
Law 109–234, and Public Law 110–28 made 
available for the ‘‘Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program’’, $2,400,000 shall be 
available for the purposes of such program 
for any disaster occurring fiscal year 2016 or 
fiscal year 2017, and shall remain available 
until expended. 

SEC. 746. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to propose, promul-
gate, or implement any rule, or take any 
other action with respect to, allowing or re-
quiring information intended for a pre-
scribing health care professional, in the case 
of a drug or biological product subject to sec-
tion 503(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)), to be dis-
tributed to such professional electronically 
(in lieu of in paper form) unless and until a 
Federal law is enacted to allow or require 
such distribution. 

SEC. 747. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the final rule entitled 
‘‘Food Labeling; Nutrition Labeling of 
Standard Menu Items in Restaurants and 
Similar Retail Food Establishments’’ pub-
lished by the Food and Drug Administration 
in the Federal Register on December 1, 2014 
(79 Fed. Reg. 71156 et seq.) until the later of— 

(1) December 1, 2016; or 
(2) the date that is one year after the date 

on which the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services publishes Level 1 guidance with re-
spect to nutrition labeling of standard menu 
items in restaurants and similar retail food 
establishments in accordance with para-
graphs (g)(1)(i), (g)(1)(ii), (g)(1)(iii), and 
(g)(1)(iv) of section 10.115 of title 21, Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 748. In addition to funds appropriated 
in this Act, there is hereby appropriated 
$250,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, under the heading ‘‘Food for Peace 
Title II Grants’’: Provided, That the funds 
made available under this section shall be 
used for the purposes set forth in the Food 
for Peace Act for both emergency and non- 
emergency purposes: Provided further, That 
the funds made available by this section used 
for emergency programs may be prioritized 
to respond to emergency food needs involv-
ing conflict in the Middle East and to ad-
dress other urgent food needs around the 
world: Provided further, That of the funds 
made available under this section, $20,000,000 
shall be used to reimburse the Commodity 
Credit Corporation for the release of eligible 
commodities under section 302(f)(2)(A) of the 
Bill Emerson Humanitarian Trust Act (7 
U.S.C. 1736f–1). 

SEC. 749. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to notify a sponsor 
or otherwise acknowledge receipt of a sub-
mission for an exemption for investigational 
use of a drug or biological product under sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) or section 
351(a)(3) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in research in which a 
human embryo is intentionally created or 
modified to include a heritable genetic modi-
fication. Any such submission shall be 
deemed to have not been received by the Sec-
retary, and the exemption may not go into 
effect. 

SEC. 750. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to im-
plement or enforce any provision of the FDA 
Food Safety Modernization Act (Public Law 
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111–353), including the amendments made 
thereby, with respect to the regulation of 
the distribution, sale, or receipt of dried 
spent grain byproducts of the alcoholic bev-
erage production process, irrespective of 
whether such byproducts are solely intended 
for use as animal feed. 

SEC. 751. (a) Of the unobligated balances 
from amounts made available in fiscal year 
2015 for the supplemental nutrition program 
as authorized by section 17 of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $220,000,000 
are hereby rescinded. 

(b) In addition to amounts provided else-
where in this Act, there is hereby appro-
priated for ‘‘Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children’’, 
$220,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for management information sys-
tems, including WIC electronic benefit trans-
fer systems and activities. 

SEC. 752. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture 
shall— 

(1) within 4 months of the date of enact-
ment of this Act, establish a prioritization 
process for APHIS to conduct audits or re-
views of countries or regions that have re-
ceived animal health status recognitions by 
APHIS and provide a description of this 
process to the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House, Committee on Appropriations 
of the Senate, Committee on Agriculture of 
the House, and Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate; 

(2) conduct audits in a manner that evalu-
ates the following factors in the country or 
region being audited, as applicable: 

(A) veterinary control and oversight; 
(B) disease history and vaccination prac-

tices; 
(C) livestock demographics and 

traceability; 
(D) epidemiological separation from poten-

tial sources of infection; 
(E) surveillance practices; 
(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and 
(G) emergency preparedness and response. 
(3) promptly make publicly available the 

final reports of any audits or reviews con-
ducted pursuant to subsection (2); and 

(b) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under its international trade agree-
ments. 

SEC. 753. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to carry out any ac-
tivities or incur any expense related to the 
issuance of licenses under section 3 of the 
Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2133), or the re-
newal of such licenses, to class B dealers who 
sell dogs and cats for use in research, experi-
ments, teaching, or testing. 

SEC. 754. No partially hydrogenated oils as 
defined in the order published by the Food 
and Drug Administration in the Federal Reg-
ister on June 17, 2015 (80 Fed. Reg. 34650 et 
seq.) shall be deemed unsafe within the 
meaning of section 409(a) and no food that is 
introduced or delivered for introduction into 
interstate commerce that bears or contains a 
partially hydrogenated oil shall be deemed 
adulterated under sections 402(a)(1) or 
402(a)(2)(C)(i) by virtue of bearing or con-
taining a partially hydrogenated oil until 
the compliance date as specified in such 
order (June 18, 2018). 

SEC. 755. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law— 

(1) the Secretary of Agriculture shall im-
plement section 12106 of the Agricultural Act 
of 2014 and the amendments made by such 
section (21 U.S.C. 601 note; Public Law 113– 
79), including any regulation or guidance the 
Secretary of Agriculture issues to carry out 
such section or the amendments made by 
such section; and 

(2) the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall implement section 403(t) of 

the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 343(t)), including any regulation or 
guidance the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services issues to carry out such section. 

SEC. 756. There is hereby appropriated 
$600,000 for the purposes of section 727 of di-
vision A of Public Law 112–55. 

SEC. 757. In addition to amounts otherwise 
made available by this Act and notwith-
standing the last sentence of 16 U.S.C. 1310, 
there is appropriated $4,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, to implement non- 
renewable agreements on eligible lands, in-
cluding flooded agricultural lands, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, under the Water 
Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301–1311). 

SEC. 758. The Secretary shall set aside for 
Rural Economic Area Partnership (REAP) 
Zones, until August 15, 2016, an amount of 
funds made available in title III under the 
headings of Rural Housing Insurance Fund 
Program Account, Mutual and Self-Help 
Housing Grants, Rural Housing Assistance 
Grants, Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account, Rural Business Program Ac-
count, Rural Development Loan Fund Pro-
gram Account, and Rural Water and Waste 
Disposal Program Account, equal to the 
amount obligated in REAP Zones with re-
spect to funds provided under such headings 
in the most recent fiscal year any such funds 
were obligated under such headings for 
REAP Zones. 

SEC. 759. (a) Section 281 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1638) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking paragraphs (1) and (7); 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), (4), 

(5), (6), (8), and (9) as paragraphs (1), (2), (3), 
(4), (5), (6), and (7), respectively; and 

(3) in paragraph (1)(A) (as so redesig-
nated)— 

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘beef,’’ and ‘‘, 
pork,’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘ground 
beef,’’ and ‘‘, ground pork,’’. 

(b) Section 282 of the Agricultural Mar-
keting Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1638a) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘BEEF,’’ and 

‘‘PORK,’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘beef,’’ and ‘‘pork,’’ each 

place it appears in subparagraphs (A), (B), 
(C), and (D); and 

(C) in subparagraph (E)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘BEEF, 

PORK,’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘ground beef, ground 

pork,’’ each place it appears; and 
(2) in subsection (f)(2)— 
(A) by striking subparagraphs (B) and (C); 

and 
(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) and 

(E) as subparagraphs (B) and (C), respec-
tively. 

SEC. 760. The Secretary of Agriculture and 
the Secretary’s designees are hereby granted 
the same access to information and subject 
to the same requirements applicable to the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment as provided in section 453(j) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 653(j)) and sec-
tion 6103(l)(7)(D)(ix) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 6103(l)(7)(D)(ix)) to 
verify the income for individuals partici-
pating in sections 502, 504, 521, and 542 of the 
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472, 1474, 
1490a, and 1490r). 

SEC. 761. (a) During fiscal year 2016, the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) shall 
not allow the introduction or delivery for in-
troduction into interstate commerce of any 
food that contains genetically engineered 
salmon until FDA publishes final labeling 
guidelines for informing consumers of such 
content; and 

(b) Of the amounts made available to the 
Food and Drug Administration, Salaries and 

Expenses, not less than $150,000 shall be used 
to develop labeling guidelines and implement 
a program to disclose to consumers whether 
salmon offered for sale to consumers is a ge-
netically engineered variety. 

SEC. 762. The Secretary may charge a fee 
for lenders to access Department loan guar-
antee systems in connection with such lend-
ers’ participation in loan guarantee pro-
grams of the Rural Housing Service: Pro-
vided, That the funds collected from such 
fees shall be made available to the Secretary 
without further appropriation and such 
funds shall be deposited into the Rural De-
velopment Salaries and Expense Account and 
shall remain available until expended for ob-
ligation and expenditure by the Secretary 
for administrative expenses of the Rural 
Housing Service Loan Guarantee Program in 
addition to other available funds: Provided 
further, That such fees collected shall not ex-
ceed $50 per loan. 

SEC. 763. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any other Act may be used— 

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the 
Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940); or 

(2) to prohibit the transportation, proc-
essing, sale, or use of industrial hemp that is 
grown or cultivated in accordance with sub-
section section 7606 of the Agricultural Act 
of 2014, within or outside the State in which 
the industrial hemp is grown or cultivated. 

SEC. 764. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Animal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice, Salaries and Expenses’’, $5,500,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, for 
one-time control and management and asso-
ciated activities directly related to the mul-
tiple-agency response to citrus greening. 

SEC. 765. Section 529(b)(5) of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
360ff(b)(5)) is amended by striking ‘‘the last 
day’’ and all that follows through the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘September 30, 
2016.’’. 

SEC. 766. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, for purposes of applying the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
301 et seq.)— 

(1) the acceptable market name of Gadus 
chalcogrammus, formerly known as 
Theragra chalcogramma, is ‘‘pollock’’; and 

(2) the term ‘‘Alaskan Pollock’’ or ‘‘ ‘Alas-
ka Pollock’ ’’ may be used in labeling to 
refer solely to ‘‘pollock’’ harvested in the 
State waters of Alaska or the exclusive eco-
nomic zone (as that term is defined in sec-
tion 3 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 
1802)) adjacent to Alaska. 

SEC. 767. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act shall 
be used to pay the salaries and expenses of 
personnel— 

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the 
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603); 

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of 
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public 
Law 104–127); or 

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19 
of title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a 
successor regulation). 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, 
SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses for international 
trade activities of the Department of Com-
merce provided for by law, and for engaging 
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in trade promotional activities abroad, in-
cluding expenses of grants and cooperative 
agreements for the purpose of promoting ex-
ports of United States firms, without regard 
to sections 3702 and 3703 of title 44, United 
States Code; full medical coverage for de-
pendent members of immediate families of 
employees stationed overseas and employees 
temporarily posted overseas; travel and 
transportation of employees of the Inter-
national Trade Administration between two 
points abroad, without regard to section 
40118 of title 49, United States Code; employ-
ment of citizens of the United States and 
aliens by contract for services; rental of 
space abroad for periods not exceeding 10 
years, and expenses of alteration, repair, or 
improvement; purchase or construction of 
temporary demountable exhibition struc-
tures for use abroad; payment of tort claims, 
in the manner authorized in the first para-
graph of section 2672 of title 28, United 
States Code, when such claims arise in for-
eign countries; not to exceed $294,300 for offi-
cial representation expenses abroad; pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for official 
use abroad, not to exceed $45,000 per vehicle; 
obtaining insurance on official motor vehi-
cles; and rental of tie lines, $493,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017, of 
which $10,000,000 is to be derived from fees to 
be retained and used by the International 
Trade Administration, notwithstanding sec-
tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code: Pro-
vided, That, of amounts provided under this 
heading, not less than $16,400,000 shall be for 
China antidumping and countervailing duty 
enforcement and compliance activities: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts provided 
for the International Trade Administration 
under this title, $5,000,000 shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure until 15 
days after the Undersecretary of Commerce 
for International Trade submits to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate the report 
and certification detailed in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided further, That the provisions of 
the first sentence of section 105(f) and all of 
section 108(c) of the Mutual Educational and 
Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out 
these activities; and that for the purpose of 
this Act, contributions under the provisions 
of the Mutual Educational and Cultural Ex-
change Act of 1961 shall include payment for 
assessments for services provided as part of 
these activities. 

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses for export adminis-
tration and national security activities of 
the Department of Commerce, including 
costs associated with the performance of ex-
port administration field activities both do-
mestically and abroad; full medical coverage 
for dependent members of immediate fami-
lies of employees stationed overseas; em-
ployment of citizens of the United States 
and aliens by contract for services abroad; 
payment of tort claims, in the manner au-
thorized in the first paragraph of section 2672 
of title 28, United States Code, when such 
claims arise in foreign countries; not to ex-
ceed $13,500 for official representation ex-
penses abroad; awards of compensation to in-
formers under the Export Administration 
Act of 1979, and as authorized by section 1(b) 
of the Act of June 15, 1917 (40 Stat. 223; 22 
U.S.C. 401(b)); and purchase of passenger 
motor vehicles for official use and motor ve-
hicles for law enforcement use with special 
requirement vehicles eligible for purchase 
without regard to any price limitation other-
wise established by law, $112,500,000, to re-

main available until expended: Provided, 
That the provisions of the first sentence of 
section 105(f) and all of section 108(c) of the 
Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall 
apply in carrying out these activities: Pro-
vided further, That payments and contribu-
tions collected and accepted for materials or 
services provided as part of such activities 
may be retained for use in covering the cost 
of such activities, and for providing informa-
tion to the public with respect to the export 
administration and national security activi-
ties of the Department of Commerce and 
other export control programs of the United 
States and other governments. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS 

For grants for economic development as-
sistance as provided by the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965, for trade 
adjustment assistance, and for grants au-
thorized by section 27 of the Stevenson- 
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 
U.S.C. 3722), $222,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, of which $15,000,000 shall be 
for grants under such section 27. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of administering 
the economic development assistance pro-
grams as provided for by law, $39,000,000: Pro-
vided, That these funds may be used to mon-
itor projects approved pursuant to title I of 
the Public Works Employment Act of 1976, 
title II of the Trade Act of 1974, section 27 of 
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722), and the Com-
munity Emergency Drought Relief Act of 
1977. 

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Department 
of Commerce in fostering, promoting, and 
developing minority business enterprise, in-
cluding expenses of grants, contracts, and 
other agreements with public or private or-
ganizations, $32,000,000. 

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, as authorized by 
law, of economic and statistical analysis pro-
grams of the Department of Commerce, 
$109,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing and publishing 
statistics, provided for by law, $270,000,000: 
Provided, That, from amounts provided here-
in, funds may be used for promotion, out-
reach, and marketing activities: Provided 
further, That the Bureau of the Census shall 
collect and analyze data for the Annual So-
cial and Economic Supplement to the Cur-
rent Population Survey using the same 
health insurance questions included in pre-
vious years, in addition to the revised ques-
tions implemented in the Current Population 
Survey beginning in February 2014. 

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing and publishing 
statistics for periodic censuses and programs 
provided for by law, $1,100,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That, from amounts provided herein, funds 
may be used for promotion, outreach, and 
marketing activities: Provided further, That 
within the amounts appropriated, $1,551,000 
shall be transferred to the ‘‘Office of Inspec-

tor General’’ account for activities associ-
ated with carrying out investigations and 
audits related to the Bureau of the Census: 
Provided further, That not more than 50 per-
cent of the amounts made available under 
this heading for information technology re-
lated to 2020 census delivery, including the 
Census Enterprise Data Collection and Proc-
essing (CEDCaP) program, may be obligated 
until the Secretary submits to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate a plan for ex-
penditure that: (1) identifies for each 
CEDCaP project/investment over $25,000: (A) 
the functional and performance capabilities 
to be delivered and the mission benefits to be 
realized; (B) the estimated lifecycle cost, in-
cluding estimates for development as well as 
maintenance and operations; and (C) key 
milestones to be met; (2) details for each 
project/investment: (A) reasons for any cost 
and schedule variances; and (B) top risks and 
mitigation strategies; and (3) has been sub-
mitted to the Government Accountability 
Office. 

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND 
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, as provided for by 
law, of the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration (NTIA), 
$39,500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 1535(d), the Secretary of 
Commerce shall charge Federal agencies for 
costs incurred in spectrum management, 
analysis, operations, and related services, 
and such fees shall be retained and used as 
offsetting collections for costs of such spec-
trum services, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of Commerce is authorized to retain and use 
as offsetting collections all funds trans-
ferred, or previously transferred, from other 
Government agencies for all costs incurred 
in telecommunications research, engineer-
ing, and related activities by the Institute 
for Telecommunication Sciences of NTIA, in 
furtherance of its assigned functions under 
this paragraph, and such funds received from 
other Government agencies shall remain 
available until expended. 

PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES, 
PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION 

For the administration of prior-year 
grants, recoveries and unobligated balances 
of funds previously appropriated are avail-
able for the administration of all open grants 
until their expiration. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK 
OFFICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) provided for by law, including de-
fense of suits instituted against the Under 
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of the USPTO, 
$3,272,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as offsetting collections of fees and 
surcharges assessed and collected by the 
USPTO under any law are received during 
fiscal year 2016, so as to result in a fiscal 
year 2016 appropriation from the general 
fund estimated at $0: Provided further, That 
during fiscal year 2016, should the total 
amount of such offsetting collections be less 
than $3,272,000,000 this amount shall be re-
duced accordingly: Provided further, That any 
amount received in excess of $3,272,000,000 in 
fiscal year 2016 and deposited in the Patent 
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and Trademark Fee Reserve Fund shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of USPTO shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made 
available by the preceding proviso and such 
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section: Provided 
further, That any amounts reprogrammed in 
accordance with the preceding proviso shall 
be transferred to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office ‘‘Salaries and Ex-
penses’’ account: Provided further, That from 
amounts provided herein, not to exceed $900 
shall be made available in fiscal year 2016 for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses: Provided further, That in fiscal year 
2016 from the amounts made available for 
‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’ for the USPTO, the 
amounts necessary to pay (1) the difference 
between the percentage of basic pay contrib-
uted by the USPTO and employees under sec-
tion 8334(a) of title 5, United States Code, 
and the normal cost percentage (as defined 
by section 8331(17) of that title) as provided 
by the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) for USPTO’s specific use, of basic pay, 
of employees subject to subchapter III of 
chapter 83 of that title, and (2) the present 
value of the otherwise unfunded accruing 
costs, as determined by OPM for USPTO’s 
specific use of post-retirement life insurance 
and post-retirement health benefits coverage 
for all USPTO employees who are enrolled in 
Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) 
and Federal Employees Group Life Insurance 
(FEGLI), shall be transferred to the Civil 
Service Retirement and Disability Fund, the 
FEGLI Fund, and the FEHB Fund, as appro-
priate, and shall be available for the author-
ized purposes of those accounts: Provided fur-
ther, That any differences between the 
present value factors published in OPM’s 
yearly 300 series benefit letters and the fac-
tors that OPM provides for USPTO’s specific 
use shall be recognized as an imputed cost on 
USPTO’s financial statements, where appli-
cable: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, all fees 
and surcharges assessed and collected by 
USPTO are available for USPTO only pursu-
ant to section 42(c) of title 35, United States 
Code, as amended by section 22 of the Leahy- 
Smith America Invents Act (Public Law 112– 
29): Provided further, That within the 
amounts appropriated, $2,000,000 shall be 
transferred to the ‘‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’’ account for activities associated with 
carrying out investigations and audits re-
lated to the USPTO. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND 
SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the National In-

stitute of Standards and Technology (NIST), 
$690,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $9,000,000 may 
be transferred to the ‘‘Working Capital 
Fund’’: Provided, That not to exceed $5,000 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses: Provided further, That NIST 
may provide local transportation for summer 
undergraduate research fellowship program 
participants. 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
For necessary expenses for industrial tech-

nology services, $155,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $130,000,000 
shall be for the Hollings Manufacturing Ex-
tension Partnership, and of which $25,000,000 

shall be for the National Network for Manu-
facturing Innovation. 

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES 
For construction of new research facilities, 

including architectural and engineering de-
sign, and for renovation and maintenance of 
existing facilities, not otherwise provided for 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, as authorized by sections 13 
through 15 of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278c–278e), $119,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That the Secretary 
of Commerce shall include in the budget jus-
tification materials that the Secretary sub-
mits to Congress in support of the Depart-
ment of Commerce budget (as submitted 
with the budget of the President under sec-
tion 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code) 
an estimate for each National Institute of 
Standards and Technology construction 
project having a total multi-year program 
cost of more than $5,000,000, and simulta-
neously the budget justification materials 
shall include an estimate of the budgetary 
requirements for each such project for each 
of the 5 subsequent fiscal years. 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of activities au-
thorized by law for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, including 
maintenance, operation, and hire of aircraft 
and vessels; grants, contracts, or other pay-
ments to nonprofit organizations for the pur-
poses of conducting activities pursuant to 
cooperative agreements; and relocation of fa-
cilities, $3,305,813,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017, except that funds 
provided for cooperative enforcement shall 
remain available until September 30, 2018: 
Provided, That fees and donations received by 
the National Ocean Service for the manage-
ment of national marine sanctuaries may be 
retained and used for the salaries and ex-
penses associated with those activities, not-
withstanding section 3302 of title 31, United 
States Code: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, $130,164,000 shall be derived by transfer 
from the fund entitled ‘‘Promote and De-
velop Fishery Products and Research Per-
taining to American Fisheries’’, which shall 
only be used for fishery activities related to 
the Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant Program, Co-
operative Research, Annual Stock Assess-
ments, Survey and Monitoring Projects, 
Interjurisdictional Fisheries Grants, and 
Fish Information Networks: Provided further, 
That of the $3,453,477,000 provided for in di-
rect obligations under this heading, 
$3,305,813,000 is appropriated from the general 
fund, $130,164,000 is provided by transfer and 
$17,500,000 is derived from recoveries of prior 
year obligations: Provided further, That the 
total amount available for National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration corporate 
services administrative support costs shall 
not exceed $226,300,000: Provided further, That 
any deviation from the amounts designated 
for specific activities in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), or any use of deobligated balances of 
funds provided under this heading in pre-
vious years, shall be subject to the proce-
dures set forth in section 505 of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That in addition, for necessary 
retired pay expenses under the Retired Serv-
iceman’s Family Protection and Survivor 
Benefits Plan, and for payments for the med-
ical care of retired personnel and their de-
pendents under the Dependents Medical Care 
Act (10 U.S.C. 55), such sums as may be nec-
essary. 

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For procurement, acquisition and con-
struction of capital assets, including alter-
ation and modification costs, of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
$2,400,416,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018, except that funds provided 
for acquisition and construction of vessels 
and construction of facilities shall remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
the $2,413,416,000 provided for in direct obli-
gations under this heading, $2,400,416,000 is 
appropriated from the general fund and 
$13,000,000 is provided from recoveries of 
prior year obligations: Provided further, That 
any deviation from the amounts designated 
for specific activities in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), or any use of deobligated balances of 
funds provided under this heading in pre-
vious years, shall be subject to the proce-
dures set forth in section 505 of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Com-
merce shall include in budget justification 
materials that the Secretary submits to Con-
gress in support of the Department of Com-
merce budget (as submitted with the budget 
of the President under section 1105(a) of title 
31, United States Code) an estimate for each 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration procurement, acquisition or con-
struction project having a total of more than 
$5,000,000 and simultaneously the budget jus-
tification shall include an estimate of the 
budgetary requirements for each such 
project for each of the 5 subsequent fiscal 
years: Provided further, That within the 
amounts appropriated, $80,050,000 shall not 
be available for obligation or expenditure 
until 15 days after the Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere sub-
mits to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
a fleet modernization and recapitalization 
plan: Provided further, That, within the 
amounts appropriated, $1,302,000 shall be 
transferred to the ‘‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’’ account for activities associated with 
carrying out investigations and audits re-
lated to satellite procurement, acquisition 
and construction. 

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY 
For necessary expenses associated with the 

restoration of Pacific salmon populations, 
$65,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That, of the funds 
provided herein, the Secretary of Commerce 
may issue grants to the States of Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, California, 
and Alaska, and to the Federally recognized 
tribes of the Columbia River and Pacific 
Coast (including Alaska), for projects nec-
essary for conservation of salmon and 
steelhead populations that are listed as 
threatened or endangered, or that are identi-
fied by a State as at-risk to be so listed, for 
maintaining populations necessary for exer-
cise of tribal treaty fishing rights or native 
subsistence fishing, or for conservation of 
Pacific coastal salmon and steelhead habi-
tat, based on guidelines to be developed by 
the Secretary of Commerce: Provided further, 
That all funds shall be allocated based on 
scientific and other merit principles and 
shall not be available for marketing activi-
ties: Provided further, That funds disbursed to 
States shall be subject to a matching re-
quirement of funds or documented in-kind 
contributions of at least 33 percent of the 
Federal funds. 

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND 
For carrying out the provisions of title IV 

of Public Law 95–372, not to exceed $350,000, 
to be derived from receipts collected pursu-
ant to that Act, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
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FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, during fiscal year 2016, 
obligations of direct loans may not exceed 
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans 
and not to exceed $100,000,000 for traditional 
direct loans as authorized by the Merchant 
Marine Act of 1936. 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the manage-
ment of the Department of Commerce pro-
vided for by law, including not to exceed 
$4,500 for official reception and representa-
tion, $58,000,000: Provided, That within 
amounts provided, the Secretary of Com-
merce may use up to $2,500,000 to engage in 
activities to provide businesses and commu-
nities with information about and referrals 
to relevant Federal, State, and local govern-
ment programs. 

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION 
For necessary expenses for the renovation 

and modernization of Department of Com-
merce facilities, $19,062,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.), $32,000,000. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 101. During the current fiscal year, ap-

plicable appropriations and funds made 
available to the Department of Commerce by 
this Act shall be available for the activities 
specified in the Act of October 26, 1949 (15 
U.S.C. 1514), to the extent and in the manner 
prescribed by the Act, and, notwithstanding 
31 U.S.C. 3324, may be used for advanced pay-
ments not otherwise authorized only upon 
the certification of officials designated by 
the Secretary of Commerce that such pay-
ments are in the public interest. 

SEC. 102. During the current fiscal year, ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of Commerce by this Act for salaries 
and expenses shall be available for hire of 
passenger motor vehicles as authorized by 31 
U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and uniforms or allowances 
therefor, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901– 
5902). 

SEC. 103. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 
fiscal year for the Department of Commerce 
in this Act may be transferred between such 
appropriations, but no such appropriation 
shall be increased by more than 10 percent 
by any such transfers: Provided, That any 
transfer pursuant to this section shall be 
treated as a reprogramming of funds under 
section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in 
that section: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall notify the Com-
mittees on Appropriations at least 15 days in 
advance of the acquisition or disposal of any 
capital asset (including land, structures, and 
equipment) not specifically provided for in 
this Act or any other law appropriating 
funds for the Department of Commerce. 

SEC. 104. The requirements set forth by sec-
tion 105 of the Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2012 (Public Law 112–55), as amended by sec-
tion 105 of title I of division B of Public Law 
113–6, are hereby adopted by reference and 
made applicable with respect to fiscal year 
2016: Provided, That the life cycle cost for the 
Joint Polar Satellite System is $11,322,125,000 
and the life cycle cost for the Geostationary 

Operational Environmental Satellite R-Se-
ries Program is $10,828,059,000. 

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary may furnish serv-
ices (including but not limited to utilities, 
telecommunications, and security services) 
necessary to support the operation, mainte-
nance, and improvement of space that per-
sons, firms, or organizations are authorized, 
pursuant to the Public Buildings Cooperative 
Use Act of 1976 or other authority, to use or 
occupy in the Herbert C. Hoover Building, 
Washington, DC, or other buildings, the 
maintenance, operation, and protection of 
which has been delegated to the Secretary 
from the Administrator of General Services 
pursuant to the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act of 1949 on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis. Amounts 
received as reimbursement for services pro-
vided under this section or the authority 
under which the use or occupancy of the 
space is authorized, up to $200,000, shall be 
credited to the appropriation or fund which 
initially bears the costs of such services. 

SEC. 106. Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to prevent a grant recipient from de-
terring child pornography, copyright in-
fringement, or any other unlawful activity 
over its networks. 

SEC. 107. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion is authorized to use, with their consent, 
with reimbursement and subject to the lim-
its of available appropriations, the land, 
services, equipment, personnel, and facilities 
of any department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States, or of any State, 
local government, Indian tribal government, 
Territory, or possession, or of any political 
subdivision thereof, or of any foreign govern-
ment or international organization, for pur-
poses related to carrying out the responsibil-
ities of any statute administered by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. 

SEC. 108. The National Technical Informa-
tion Service shall not charge any customer 
for a copy of any report or document gen-
erated by the Legislative Branch unless the 
Service has provided information to the cus-
tomer on how an electronic copy of such re-
port or document may be accessed and 
downloaded for free online. Should a cus-
tomer still require the Service to provide a 
printed or digital copy of the report or docu-
ment, the charge shall be limited to recov-
ering the Service’s cost of processing, repro-
ducing, and delivering such report or docu-
ment. 

SEC. 109. The Secretary of Commerce may 
waive the requirement for bonds under 40 
U.S.C. 3131 with respect to contracts for the 
construction, alteration, or repair of vessels, 
regardless of the terms of the contracts as to 
payment or title, when the contract is made 
under the Coast and Geodetic Survey Act of 
1947 (33 U.S.C. 883a et seq.). 

SEC. 110. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act or any other appropriations 
Act may be used by the Secretary of Com-
merce for management activities pursuant 
to the Fishery Management Plan for the 
Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico or 
any amendment to such Plan unless such 
management is conducted beyond the sea-
ward boundary of a coastal State as set out 
under subsection (b). 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, for the purpose of carrying out activi-
ties pursuant to the Fishery Management 
Plan for the Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf 
of Mexico or any amendment to such Plan, 
the seaward boundary of a coastal State in 
the Gulf of Mexico is a line 9 nautical miles 
seaward from the baseline from which the 
territorial sea of the United States is meas-
ured. 

SEC. 111. To carry out the responsibilities 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA), the Administrator of 
NOAA is authorized to: (1) enter into grants 
and cooperative agreements with; (2) use on 
a non-reimbursable basis land, services, 
equipment, personnel, and facilities provided 
by; and (3) receive and expend funds made 
available on a consensual basis from: a Fed-
eral agency, State or subdivision thereof, 
local government, tribal government, terri-
tory, or possession or any subdivisions there-
of: Provided, That funds received for permit-
ting and related regulatory activities pursu-
ant to this section shall be deposited under 
the heading ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration—Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities’’ and shall remain 
available until September 30, 2018, for such 
purposes: Provided further, That all funds 
within this section and their corresponding 
uses are subject to section 505 of this Act. 

SEC. 112. Amounts provided by this Act or 
by any prior appropriations Act that remain 
available for obligation, for necessary ex-
penses of the programs of the Economics and 
Statistics Administration of the Department 
of Commerce, including amounts provided 
for programs of the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis and the U.S. Census Bureau, shall 
be available for expenses of cooperative 
agreements with appropriate entities, in-
cluding any Federal, State, or local govern-
mental unit, or institution of higher edu-
cation, to aid and promote statistical, re-
search, and methodology activities which 
further the purposes for which such amounts 
have been made available. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Commerce Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the administra-
tion of the Department of Justice, 
$111,500,000, of which not to exceed $4,000,000 
for security and construction of Department 
of Justice facilities shall remain available 
until expended. 

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for information 
sharing technology, including planning, de-
velopment, deployment and departmental di-
rection, $31,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the Attorney Gen-
eral may transfer up to $35,400,000 to this ac-
count, from funds available to the Depart-
ment of Justice for information technology, 
to remain available until expended, for en-
terprise-wide information technology initia-
tives: Provided further, That the transfer au-
thority in the preceding proviso is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority con-
tained in this Act. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND APPEALS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the administra-
tion of pardon and clemency petitions and 
immigration-related activities, $426,791,000, 
of which $4,000,000 shall be derived by trans-
fer from the Executive Office for Immigra-
tion Review fees deposited in the ‘‘Immigra-
tion Examinations Fee’’ account: Provided, 
That of the amount available for the Execu-
tive Office for Immigration Review, not to 
exceed $15,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $93,709,000, including not to 
exceed $10,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character. 
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UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Parole Commission as authorized, 
$13,308,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, upon the expira-
tion of a term of office of a Commissioner, 
the Commissioner may continue to act until 
a successor has been appointed. 

LEGAL ACTIVITIES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL 
ACTIVITIES 

For expenses necessary for the legal activi-
ties of the Department of Justice, not other-
wise provided for, including not to exceed 
$20,000 for expenses of collecting evidence, to 
be expended under the direction of, and to be 
accounted for solely under the certificate of, 
the Attorney General; and rent of private or 
Government-owned space in the District of 
Columbia, $893,000,000, of which not to exceed 
$20,000,000 for litigation support contracts 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That of the amount provided for 
INTERPOL Washington dues payments, not 
to exceed $685,000 shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That of the 
total amount appropriated, not to exceed 
$9,000 shall be available to INTERPOL Wash-
ington for official reception and representa-
tion expenses: Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 205 of this Act, upon a 
determination by the Attorney General that 
emergent circumstances require additional 
funding for litigation activities of the Civil 
Division, the Attorney General may transfer 
such amounts to ‘‘Salaries and Expenses, 
General Legal Activities’’ from available ap-
propriations for the current fiscal year for 
the Department of Justice, as may be nec-
essary to respond to such circumstances: 
Provided further, That any transfer pursuant 
to the preceding proviso shall be treated as a 
reprogramming under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section: Provided 
further, That of the amount appropriated, 
such sums as may be necessary shall be 
available to the Civil Rights Division for sal-
aries and expenses associated with the elec-
tion monitoring program under section 8 of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10305) 
and to reimburse the Office of Personnel 
Management for such salaries and expenses: 
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading for the election 
monitoring program, $3,390,000 shall remain 
available until expended. 

In addition, for reimbursement of expenses 
of the Department of Justice associated with 
processing cases under the National Child-
hood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986, not to ex-
ceed $9,358,000, to be appropriated from the 
Vaccine Injury Compensation Trust Fund. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION 

For expenses necessary for the enforce-
ment of antitrust and kindred laws, 
$164,977,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, fees collected for 
premerger notification filings under the 
Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements 
Act of 1976 (15 U.S.C. 18a), regardless of the 
year of collection (and estimated to be 
$124,000,000 in fiscal year 2016), shall be re-
tained and used for necessary expenses in 
this appropriation, and shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated from the gen-
eral fund shall be reduced as such offsetting 
collections are received during fiscal year 
2016, so as to result in a final fiscal year 2016 
appropriation from the general fund esti-
mated at $40,977,000. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEYS 

For necessary expenses of the Offices of the 
United States Attorneys, including inter- 
governmental and cooperative agreements, 
$2,000,000,000: Provided, That of the total 
amount appropriated, not to exceed $7,200 
shall be available for official reception and 
representation expenses: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $25,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That each United States Attorney shall es-
tablish or participate in a task force on 
human trafficking. 

UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND 
For necessary expenses of the United 

States Trustee Program, as authorized, 
$225,908,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, deposits to the United 
States Trustee System Fund and amounts 
herein appropriated shall be available in 
such amounts as may be necessary to pay re-
funds due depositors: Provided further, That, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
fees collected pursuant to section 589a(b) of 
title 28, United States Code, shall be retained 
and used for necessary expenses in this ap-
propriation and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That to the ex-
tent that fees collected in fiscal year 2016, 
net of amounts necessary to pay refunds due 
depositors, exceed $225,908,000, those excess 
amounts shall be available in future fiscal 
years only to the extent provided in advance 
in appropriations Acts: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated from the gen-
eral fund shall be reduced (1) as such fees are 
received during fiscal year 2016, net of 
amounts necessary to pay refunds due de-
positors, (estimated at $162,400,000) and (2) to 
the extent that any remaining general fund 
appropriations can be derived from amounts 
deposited in the Fund in previous fiscal 
years that are not otherwise appropriated, so 
as to result in a final fiscal year 2016 appro-
priation from the general fund estimated at 
$0. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS 
SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 

For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the Foreign Claims Settlement 
Commission, including services as author-
ized by section 3109 of title 5, United States 
Code, $2,374,000. 

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES 
For fees and expenses of witnesses, for ex-

penses of contracts for the procurement and 
supervision of expert witnesses, for private 
counsel expenses, including advances, and for 
expenses of foreign counsel, $270,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, of which 
not to exceed $16,000,000 is for construction of 
buildings for protected witness safesites; not 
to exceed $3,000,000 is for the purchase and 
maintenance of armored and other vehicles 
for witness security caravans; and not to ex-
ceed $13,000,000 is for the purchase, installa-
tion, maintenance, and upgrade of secure 
telecommunications equipment and a secure 
automated information network to store and 
retrieve the identities and locations of pro-
tected witnesses: Provided, That amounts 
made available under this heading may not 
be transferred pursuant to section 205 of this 
Act. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS SERVICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Community 

Relations Service, $14,446,000: Provided, That 
notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, upon 
a determination by the Attorney General 
that emergent circumstances require addi-
tional funding for conflict resolution and vi-

olence prevention activities of the Commu-
nity Relations Service, the Attorney General 
may transfer such amounts to the Commu-
nity Relations Service, from available appro-
priations for the current fiscal year for the 
Department of Justice, as may be necessary 
to respond to such circumstances: Provided 
further, That any transfer pursuant to the 
preceding proviso shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section. 

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND 

For expenses authorized by subparagraphs 
(B), (F), and (G) of section 524(c)(1) of title 28, 
United States Code, $20,514,000, to be derived 
from the Department of Justice Assets For-
feiture Fund. 

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Marshals Service, $1,230,581,000, of 
which not to exceed $6,000 shall be available 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, and not to exceed $15,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended. 

CONSTRUCTION 

For construction in space controlled, occu-
pied or utilized by the United States Mar-
shals Service for prisoner holding and re-
lated support, $15,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses related to United 
States prisoners in the custody of the United 
States Marshals Service as authorized by 
section 4013 of title 18, United States Code, 
$1,454,414,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed 
$20,000,000 shall be considered ‘‘funds appro-
priated for State and local law enforcement 
assistance’’ pursuant to section 4013(b) of 
title 18, United States Code: Provided further, 
That the United States Marshals Service 
shall be responsible for managing the Justice 
Prisoner and Alien Transportation System: 
Provided further, That any unobligated bal-
ances available from funds appropriated 
under the heading ‘‘General Administration, 
Detention Trustee’’ shall be transferred to 
and merged with the appropriation under 
this heading. 

NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the National Security Division, 
$95,000,000, of which not to exceed $5,000,000 
for information technology systems shall re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, 
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require 
additional funding for the activities of the 
National Security Division, the Attorney 
General may transfer such amounts to this 
heading from available appropriations for 
the current fiscal year for the Department of 
Justice, as may be necessary to respond to 
such circumstances: Provided further, That 
any transfer pursuant to the preceding pro-
viso shall be treated as a reprogramming 
under section 505 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section. 

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

INTERAGENCY CRIME AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT 

For necessary expenses for the identifica-
tion, investigation, and prosecution of indi-
viduals associated with the most significant 
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drug trafficking and affiliated money laun-
dering organizations not otherwise provided 
for, to include inter-governmental agree-
ments with State and local law enforcement 
agencies engaged in the investigation and 
prosecution of individuals involved in orga-
nized crime drug trafficking, $512,000,000, of 
which $50,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended: Provided, That any amounts obli-
gated from appropriations under this head-
ing may be used under authorities available 
to the organizations reimbursed from this 
appropriation. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation for detection, inves-
tigation, and prosecution of crimes against 
the United States, $8,489,786,000, of which not 
to exceed $216,900,000 shall remain available 
until expended: Provided, That not to exceed 
$184,500 shall be available for official recep-
tion and representation expenses. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For necessary expenses, to include the cost 

of equipment, furniture, and information 
technology requirements, related to con-
struction or acquisition of buildings, facili-
ties and sites by purchase, or as otherwise 
authorized by law; conversion, modification 
and extension of federally owned buildings; 
and preliminary planning and design of 
projects; $308,982,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Drug En-
forcement Administration, including not to 
exceed $70,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character pursuant 
to section 530C of title 28, United States 
Code; and expenses for conducting drug edu-
cation and training programs, including 
travel and related expenses for participants 
in such programs and the distribution of 
items of token value that promote the goals 
of such programs, $2,080,000,000, of which not 
to exceed $75,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended and not to exceed $90,000 shall 
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND 

EXPLOSIVES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
for training of State and local law enforce-
ment agencies with or without reimburse-
ment, including training in connection with 
the training and acquisition of canines for 
explosives and fire accelerants detection; 
and for provision of laboratory assistance to 
State and local law enforcement agencies, 
with or without reimbursement, 
$1,240,000,000, of which not to exceed $36,000 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, not to exceed $1,000,000 shall 
be available for the payment of attorneys’ 
fees as provided by section 924(d)(2) of title 
18, United States Code, and not to exceed 
$20,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That none of the funds ap-
propriated herein shall be available to inves-
tigate or act upon applications for relief 
from Federal firearms disabilities under sec-
tion 925(c) of title 18, United States Code: 
Provided further, That such funds shall be 
available to investigate and act upon appli-
cations filed by corporations for relief from 
Federal firearms disabilities under section 
925(c) of title 18, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That no funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to 
transfer the functions, missions, or activities 
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives to other agencies or Depart-
ments. 

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Federal Pris-

on System for the administration, operation, 
and maintenance of Federal penal and cor-
rectional institutions, and for the provision 
of technical assistance and advice on correc-
tions related issues to foreign governments, 
$6,948,500,000: Provided, That the Attorney 
General may transfer to the Department of 
Health and Human Services such amounts as 
may be necessary for direct expenditures by 
that Department for medical relief for in-
mates of Federal penal and correctional in-
stitutions: Provided further, That the Direc-
tor of the Federal Prison System, where nec-
essary, may enter into contracts with a fis-
cal agent or fiscal intermediary claims proc-
essor to determine the amounts payable to 
persons who, on behalf of the Federal Prison 
System, furnish health services to individ-
uals committed to the custody of the Federal 
Prison System: Provided further, That not to 
exceed $5,400 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That not to exceed $50,000,000 
shall remain available for necessary oper-
ations until September 30, 2017: Provided fur-
ther, That, of the amounts provided for con-
tract confinement, not to exceed $20,000,000 
shall remain available until expended to 
make payments in advance for grants, con-
tracts and reimbursable agreements, and 
other expenses: Provided further, That the Di-
rector of the Federal Prison System may ac-
cept donated property and services relating 
to the operation of the prison card program 
from a not-for-profit entity which has oper-
ated such program in the past, notwith-
standing the fact that such not-for-profit en-
tity furnishes services under contracts to the 
Federal Prison System relating to the oper-
ation of pre-release services, halfway houses, 
or other custodial facilities. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For planning, acquisition of sites and con-

struction of new facilities; purchase and ac-
quisition of facilities and remodeling, and 
equipping of such facilities for penal and cor-
rectional use, including all necessary ex-
penses incident thereto, by contract or force 
account; and constructing, remodeling, and 
equipping necessary buildings and facilities 
at existing penal and correctional institu-
tions, including all necessary expenses inci-
dent thereto, by contract or force account, 
$530,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $444,000,000 shall be avail-
able only for costs related to construction of 
new facilities: Provided, That labor of United 
States prisoners may be used for work per-
formed under this appropriation. 

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
The Federal Prison Industries, Incor-

porated, is hereby authorized to make such 
expenditures within the limits of funds and 
borrowing authority available, and in accord 
with the law, and to make such contracts 
and commitments without regard to fiscal 
year limitations as provided by section 9104 
of title 31, United States Code, as may be 
necessary in carrying out the program set 
forth in the budget for the current fiscal 
year for such corporation. 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, 
FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
Not to exceed $2,700,000 of the funds of the 

Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated, 
shall be available for its administrative ex-
penses, and for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, to be 
computed on an accrual basis to be deter-

mined in accordance with the corporation’s 
current prescribed accounting system, and 
such amounts shall be exclusive of deprecia-
tion, payment of claims, and expenditures 
which such accounting system requires to be 
capitalized or charged to cost of commod-
ities acquired or produced, including selling 
and shipping expenses, and expenses in con-
nection with acquisition, construction, oper-
ation, maintenance, improvement, protec-
tion, or disposition of facilities and other 
property belonging to the corporation or in 
which it has an interest. 

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITIES 

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND 

PROSECUTION PROGRAMS 
For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-

ments, and other assistance for the preven-
tion and prosecution of violence against 
women, as authorized by the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 3711 et seq.) (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Vio-
lent Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–322) (‘‘the 1994 
Act’’); the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 
(Public Law 101–647) (‘‘the 1990 Act’’); the 
Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to 
end the Exploitation of Children Today Act 
of 2003 (Public Law 108–21); the Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 
(42 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.) (‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the 
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (Public Law 106–386) (‘‘the 
2000 Act’’); the Violence Against Women and 
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); 
the Violence Against Women Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–4) (‘‘the 2013 
Act’’); and the Rape Survivor Child Custody 
Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22) (‘‘the 2015 
Act’’); and for related victims services, 
$480,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $379,000,000 shall be derived 
by transfer from amounts available for obli-
gation in this Act from the Fund established 
by section 1402 of chapter XIV of title II of 
Public Law 98–473 (42 U.S.C. 10601), notwith-
standing section 1402(d) of such Act of 1984, 
and merged with the amounts otherwise 
made available under this heading: Provided, 
That except as otherwise provided by law, 
not to exceed 5 percent of funds made avail-
able under this heading may be used for ex-
penses related to evaluation, training, and 
technical assistance: Provided further, That 
of the amount provided— 

(1) $215,000,000 is for grants to combat vio-
lence against women, as authorized by part 
T of the 1968 Act; 

(2) $30,000,000 is for transitional housing as-
sistance grants for victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual as-
sault as authorized by section 40299 of the 
1994 Act; 

(3) $5,000,000 is for the National Institute of 
Justice for research and evaluation of vio-
lence against women and related issues ad-
dressed by grant programs of the Office on 
Violence Against Women, which shall be 
transferred to ‘‘Research, Evaluation and 
Statistics’’ for administration by the Office 
of Justice Programs; 

(4) $11,000,000 is for a grant program to pro-
vide services to advocate for and respond to 
youth victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking; assist-
ance to children and youth exposed to such 
violence; programs to engage men and youth 
in preventing such violence; and assistance 
to middle and high school students through 
education and other services related to such 
violence: Provided, That unobligated bal-
ances available for the programs authorized 
by sections 41201, 41204, 41303, and 41305 of the 
1994 Act, prior to its amendment by the 2013 
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Act, shall be available for this program: Pro-
vided further, That 10 percent of the total 
amount available for this grant program 
shall be available for grants under the pro-
gram authorized by section 2015 of the 1968 
Act: Provided further, That the definitions 
and grant conditions in section 40002 of the 
1994 Act shall apply to this program; 

(5) $51,000,000 is for grants to encourage ar-
rest policies as authorized by part U of the 
1968 Act, of which $4,000,000 is for a homicide 
reduction initiative; 

(6) $35,000,000 is for sexual assault victims 
assistance, as authorized by section 41601 of 
the 1994 Act; 

(7) $34,000,000 is for rural domestic violence 
and child abuse enforcement assistance 
grants, as authorized by section 40295 of the 
1994 Act; 

(8) $20,000,000 is for grants to reduce violent 
crimes against women on campus, as author-
ized by section 304 of the 2005 Act; 

(9) $45,000,000 is for legal assistance for vic-
tims, as authorized by section 1201 of the 2000 
Act; 

(10) $5,000,000 is for enhanced training and 
services to end violence against and abuse of 
women in later life, as authorized by section 
40802 of the 1994 Act; 

(11) $16,000,000 is for grants to support fami-
lies in the justice system, as authorized by 
section 1301 of the 2000 Act: Provided, That 
unobligated balances available for the pro-
grams authorized by section 1301 of the 2000 
Act and section 41002 of the 1994 Act, prior to 
their amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be 
available for this program; 

(12) $6,000,000 is for education and training 
to end violence against and abuse of women 
with disabilities, as authorized by section 
1402 of the 2000 Act; 

(13) $500,000 is for the National Resource 
Center on Workplace Responses to assist vic-
tims of domestic violence, as authorized by 
section 41501 of the 1994 Act; 

(14) $1,000,000 is for analysis and research 
on violence against Indian women, including 
as authorized by section 904 of the 2005 Act: 
Provided, That such funds may be transferred 
to ‘‘Research, Evaluation and Statistics’’ for 
administration by the Office of Justice Pro-
grams; 

(15) $500,000 is for a national clearinghouse 
that provides training and technical assist-
ance on issues relating to sexual assault of 
American Indian and Alaska Native women; 

(16) $2,500,000 is for grants to assist tribal 
governments in exercising special domestic 
violence criminal jurisdiction, as authorized 
by section 904 of the 2013 Act: Provided, That 
the grant conditions in section 40002(b) of the 
1994 Act shall apply to this program; and 

(17) $2,500,000 for the purposes authorized 
under the 2015 Act. 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by 
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preven-
tion Act of 1974 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the Missing 
Children’s Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5771 et 
seq.); the Prosecutorial Remedies and Other 
Tools to end the Exploitation of Children 
Today Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–21); the 
Justice for All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108– 
405); the Violence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 
2005 (Public Law 109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); 
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (Pub-
lic Law 101–647); the Second Chance Act of 
2007 (Public Law 110–199); the Victims of 
Crime Act of 1984 (Public Law 98–473); the 
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act 
of 2006 (Public Law 109–248) (‘‘the Adam 
Walsh Act’’); the PROTECT Our Children 

Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–401); subtitle D of 
title II of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–296) (‘‘the 2002 Act’’); the 
NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 
(Public Law 110–180); the Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public 
Law 113–4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); and other pro-
grams, $116,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which— 

(1) $41,000,000 is for criminal justice statis-
tics programs, and other activities, as au-
thorized by part C of title I of the 1968 Act; 

(2) $36,000,000 is for research, development, 
and evaluation programs, and other activi-
ties as authorized by part B of title I of the 
1968 Act and subtitle D of title II of the 2002 
Act; 

(3) $35,000,000 is for regional information 
sharing activities, as authorized by part M of 
title I of the 1968 Act; and 

(4) $4,000,000 is for activities to strengthen 
and enhance the practice of forensic 
sciences, of which $3,000,000 is for transfer to 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology to support Scientific Area Com-
mittees. 

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ASSISTANCE 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by 
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–322) (‘‘the 
1994 Act’’); the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the 
Justice for All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108– 
405); the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 
(Public Law 101–647) (‘‘the 1990 Act’’); the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–164); the Vio-
lence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Adam 
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 
2006 (Public Law 109–248) (‘‘the Adam Walsh 
Act’’); the Victims of Trafficking and Vio-
lence Protection Act of 2000 (Public Law 106– 
386); the NICS Improvement Amendments 
Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–180); subtitle D of 
title II of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–296) (‘‘the 2002 Act’’); the 
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110– 
199); the Prioritizing Resources and Organi-
zation for Intellectual Property Act of 2008 
(Public Law 110–403); the Victims of Crime 
Act of 1984 (Public Law 98–473); the Mentally 
Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction 
Reauthorization and Improvement Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–416); the Violence 
Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 
(Public Law 113–4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); and 
other programs, $1,408,500,000, to remain 
available until expended as follows— 

(1) $476,000,000 for the Edward Byrne Memo-
rial Justice Assistance Grant program as au-
thorized by subpart 1 of part E of title I of 
the 1968 Act (except that section 1001(c), and 
the special rules for Puerto Rico under sec-
tion 505(g) of title I of the 1968 Act shall not 
apply for purposes of this Act), of which, not-
withstanding such subpart 1, $15,000,000 is for 
an Officer Robert Wilson III memorial initia-
tive on Preventing Violence Against Law En-
forcement Officer Resilience and Surviv-
ability (VALOR), $4,000,000 is for use by the 
National Institute of Justice for research 
targeted toward developing a better under-
standing of the domestic radicalization phe-
nomenon, and advancing evidence-based 
strategies for effective intervention and pre-
vention, $5,000,000 is for an initiative to sup-
port evidence-based policing, $2,500,000 is for 
an initiative to enhance prosecutorial deci-
sion-making, $100,000,000 is for grants for law 
enforcement activities associated with the 
presidential nominating conventions, and 
$2,400,000 is for the operationalization, main-
tenance and expansion of the National Miss-
ing and Unidentified Persons System; 

(2) $210,000,000 for the State Criminal Alien 
Assistance Program, as authorized by sec-
tion 241(i)(5) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1231(i)(5)): Provided, That 
no jurisdiction shall request compensation 
for any cost greater than the actual cost for 
Federal immigration and other detainees 
housed in State and local detention facili-
ties; 

(3) $45,000,000 for victim services programs 
for victims of trafficking, as authorized by 
section 107(b)(2) of Public Law 106–386, for 
programs authorized under Public Law 109– 
164, or programs authorized under Public 
Law 113–4; 

(4) $42,000,000 for Drug Courts, as author-
ized by section 1001(a)(25)(A) of title I of the 
1968 Act; 

(5) $10,000,000 for mental health courts and 
adult and juvenile collaboration program 
grants, as authorized by parts V and HH of 
title I of the 1968 Act, and the Mentally Ill 
Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction 
Reauthorization and Improvement Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–416); 

(6) $12,000,000 for grants for Residential 
Substance Abuse Treatment for State Pris-
oners, as authorized by part S of title I of the 
1968 Act; 

(7) $2,500,000 for the Capital Litigation Im-
provement Grant Program, as authorized by 
section 426 of Public Law 108–405, and for 
grants for wrongful conviction review; 

(8) $13,000,000 for economic, high tech-
nology and Internet crime prevention grants, 
including as authorized by section 401 of 
Public Law 110–403; 

(9) $2,000,000 for a student loan repayment 
assistance program pursuant to section 952 
of Public Law 110–315; 

(10) $20,000,000 for sex offender management 
assistance, as authorized by the Adam Walsh 
Act, and related activities; 

(11) $8,000,000 for an initiative relating to 
children exposed to violence; 

(12) $22,500,000 for the matching grant pro-
gram for law enforcement armor vests, as 
authorized by section 2501 of title I of the 
1968 Act: Provided, That $1,500,000 is trans-
ferred directly to the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology’s Office of Law 
Enforcement Standards for research, testing 
and evaluation programs; 

(13) $1,000,000 for the National Sex Offender 
Public Website; 

(14) $6,500,000 for competitive and evidence- 
based programs to reduce gun crime and 
gang violence; 

(15) $73,000,000 for grants to States to up-
grade criminal and mental health records for 
the National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System, of which no less than 
$25,000,000 shall be for grants made under the 
authorities of the NICS Improvement 
Amendments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110– 
180); 

(16) $13,500,000 for Paul Coverdell Forensic 
Sciences Improvement Grants under part BB 
of title I of the 1968 Act; 

(17) $125,000,000 for DNA-related and foren-
sic programs and activities, of which— 

(A) $117,000,000 is for a DNA analysis and 
capacity enhancement program and for other 
local, State, and Federal forensic activities, 
including the purposes authorized under sec-
tion 2 of the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimi-
nation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106–546) (the 
Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program): 
Provided, That up to 4 percent of funds made 
available under this paragraph may be used 
for the purposes described in the DNA Train-
ing and Education for Law Enforcement, 
Correctional Personnel, and Court Officers 
program (Public Law 108–405, section 303); 

(B) $4,000,000 is for the purposes described 
in the Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction 
DNA Testing Program (Public Law 108–405, 
section 412); and 
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(C) $4,000,000 is for Sexual Assault Forensic 

Exam Program grants, including as author-
ized by section 304 of Public Law 108–405; 

(18) $45,000,000 for a grant program for com-
munity-based sexual assault response re-
form; 

(19) $9,000,000 for the court-appointed spe-
cial advocate program, as authorized by sec-
tion 217 of the 1990 Act; 

(20) $30,000,000 for assistance to Indian 
tribes; 

(21) $68,000,000 for offender reentry pro-
grams and research, as authorized by the 
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110– 
199), without regard to the time limitations 
specified at section 6(1) of such Act, of which 
not to exceed $6,000,000 is for a program to 
improve State, local, and tribal probation or 
parole supervision efforts and strategies, 
$5,000,000 is for Children of Incarcerated Par-
ents Demonstrations to enhance and main-
tain parental and family relationships for in-
carcerated parents as a reentry or recidivism 
reduction strategy, and $4,000,000 is for addi-
tional replication sites employing the 
Project HOPE Opportunity Probation with 
Enforcement model implementing swift and 
certain sanctions in probation, and for a re-
search project on the effectiveness of the 
model: Provided, That up to $7,500,000 of 
funds made available in this paragraph may 
be used for performance-based awards for 
Pay for Success projects, of which up to 
$5,000,000 shall be for Pay for Success pro-
grams implementing the Permanent Sup-
portive Housing Model; 

(22) $6,000,000 for a veterans treatment 
courts program; 

(23) $13,000,000 for a program to monitor 
prescription drugs and scheduled listed 
chemical products; 

(24) $10,500,000 for prison rape prevention 
and prosecution grants to States and units of 
local government, and other programs, as 
authorized by the Prison Rape Elimination 
Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–79); 

(25) $75,000,000 for the Comprehensive 
School Safety Initiative: Provided, That sec-
tion 213 of this Act shall not apply with re-
spect to the amount made available in this 
paragraph; and 

(26) $70,000,000 for initiatives to improve 
police-community relations, of which 
$22,500,000 is for a competitive matching 
grant program for purchases of body-worn 
cameras for State, local and tribal law en-
forcement, $27,500,000 is for a justice rein-
vestment initiative, for activities related to 
criminal justice reform and recidivism re-
duction, $5,000,000 is for research and statis-
tics on body-worn cameras and community 
trust issues, and $15,000,000 is for an Edward 
Byrne Memorial criminal justice innovation 
program: 
Provided, That, if a unit of local government 
uses any of the funds made available under 
this heading to increase the number of law 
enforcement officers, the unit of local gov-
ernment will achieve a net gain in the num-
ber of law enforcement officers who perform 
non-administrative public sector safety serv-
ice. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-

ments, and other assistance authorized by 
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Act of 1974 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) (‘‘the 
2005 Act’’); the Missing Children’s Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5771 et seq.); the Prosecutorial 
Remedies and Other Tools to end the Exploi-
tation of Children Today Act of 2003 (Public 
Law 108–21); the Victims of Child Abuse Act 
of 1990 (Public Law 101–647) (‘‘the 1990 Act’’); 

the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–248) (‘‘the Adam 
Walsh Act’’); the PROTECT Our Children 
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–401); the Violence 
Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 
(Public Law 113–4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); and 
other juvenile justice programs, $270,160,000, 
to remain available until expended as fol-
lows— 

(1) $58,000,000 for programs authorized by 
section 221 of the 1974 Act, and for training 
and technical assistance to assist small, non-
profit organizations with the Federal grants 
process: Provided, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this paragraph, $500,000 shall be 
for a competitive demonstration grant pro-
gram to support emergency planning among 
State, local and tribal juvenile justice resi-
dential facilities; 

(2) $90,000,000 for youth mentoring grants; 
(3) $17,500,000 for delinquency prevention, 

as authorized by section 505 of the 1974 Act, 
of which, pursuant to sections 261 and 262 
thereof— 

(A) $10,000,000 shall be for the Tribal Youth 
Program; 

(B) $5,000,000 shall be for gang and youth 
violence education, prevention and interven-
tion, and related activities; 

(C) $500,000 shall be for an Internet site 
providing information and resources on chil-
dren of incarcerated parents; and 

(D) $2,000,000 shall be for competitive 
grants focusing on girls in the juvenile jus-
tice system; 

(4) $20,000,000 for programs authorized by 
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990; 

(5) $8,000,000 for community-based violence 
prevention initiatives, including for public 
health approaches to reducing shootings and 
violence; 

(6) $72,160,000 for missing and exploited 
children programs, including as authorized 
by sections 404(b) and 405(a) of the 1974 Act 
(except that section 102(b)(4)(B) of the PRO-
TECT Our Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 
110–401) shall not apply for purposes of this 
Act); 

(7) $2,000,000 for child abuse training pro-
grams for judicial personnel and practi-
tioners, as authorized by section 222 of the 
1990 Act; and 

(8) $2,500,000 for a program to improve juve-
nile indigent defense: 
Provided, That not more than 10 percent of 
each amount may be used for research, eval-
uation, and statistics activities designed to 
benefit the programs or activities author-
ized: Provided further, That not more than 2 
percent of the amounts designated under 
paragraphs (1) through (4) and (7) may be 
used for training and technical assistance: 
Provided further, That the two preceding pro-
visos shall not apply to grants and projects 
administered pursuant to sections 261 and 262 
of the 1974 Act and to missing and exploited 
children programs. 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For payments and expenses authorized 
under section 1001(a)(4) of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968, such sums as are necessary (including 
amounts for administrative costs), to remain 
available until expended; and $16,300,000 for 
payments authorized by section 1201(b) of 
such Act and for educational assistance au-
thorized by section 1218 of such Act, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, 
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require 
additional funding for such disability and 
education payments, the Attorney General 
may transfer such amounts to ‘‘Public Safe-
ty Officer Benefits’’ from available appro-
priations for the Department of Justice as 

may be necessary to respond to such cir-
cumstances: Provided further, That any 
transfer pursuant to the preceding proviso 
shall be treated as a reprogramming under 
section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in 
that section. 

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 

PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For activities authorized by the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 (Public Law 103–322); the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 
1968 Act’’); and the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) (‘‘the 2005 
Act’’), $212,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That any balances made 
available through prior year deobligations 
shall only be available in accordance with 
section 505 of this Act: Provided further, That 
of the amount provided under this heading— 

(1) $11,000,000 is for anti-methamphet-
amine-related activities, which shall be 
transferred to the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration upon enactment of this Act; 

(2) $187,000,000 is for grants under section 
1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (42 U.S.C. 
3796dd) for the hiring and rehiring of addi-
tional career law enforcement officers under 
part Q of such title notwithstanding sub-
section (i) of such section: Provided, That, 
notwithstanding section 1704(c) of such title 
(42 U.S.C. 3796dd–3(c)), funding for hiring or 
rehiring a career law enforcement officer 
may not exceed $125,000 unless the Director 
of the Office of Community Oriented Polic-
ing Services grants a waiver from this limi-
tation: Provided further, That within the 
amounts appropriated under this paragraph, 
$30,000,000 is for improving tribal law en-
forcement, including hiring, equipment, 
training, and anti-methamphetamine activi-
ties: Provided further, That of the amounts 
appropriated under this paragraph, 
$10,000,000 is for community policing develop-
ment activities in furtherance of the pur-
poses in section 1701: Provided further, That 
within the amounts appropriated under this 
paragraph, $10,000,000 is for the collaborative 
reform model of technical assistance in fur-
therance of the purposes in section 1701; 

(3) $7,000,000 is for competitive grants to 
State law enforcement agencies in States 
with high seizures of precursor chemicals, 
finished methamphetamine, laboratories, 
and laboratory dump seizures: Provided, That 
funds appropriated under this paragraph 
shall be utilized for investigative purposes to 
locate or investigate illicit activities, in-
cluding precursor diversion, laboratories, or 
methamphetamine traffickers; and 

(4) $7,000,000 is for competitive grants to 
statewide law enforcement agencies in 
States with high rates of primary treatment 
admissions for heroin and other opioids: Pro-
vided, That these funds shall be utilized for 
investigative purposes to locate or inves-
tigate illicit activities, including activities 
related to the distribution of heroin or un-
lawful distribution of prescription opioids, or 
unlawful heroin and prescription opioid traf-
fickers through statewide collaboration. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 201. In addition to amounts otherwise 

made available in this title for official recep-
tion and representation expenses, a total of 
not to exceed $50,000 from funds appropriated 
to the Department of Justice in this title 
shall be available to the Attorney General 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses. 
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SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated by 

this title shall be available to pay for an 
abortion, except where the life of the mother 
would be endangered if the fetus were carried 
to term, or in the case of rape or incest: Pro-
vided, That should this prohibition be de-
clared unconstitutional by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, this section shall be null 
and void. 

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated 
under this title shall be used to require any 
person to perform, or facilitate in any way 
the performance of, any abortion. 

SEC. 204. Nothing in the preceding section 
shall remove the obligation of the Director 
of the Bureau of Prisons to provide escort 
services necessary for a female inmate to re-
ceive such service outside the Federal facil-
ity: Provided, That nothing in this section in 
any way diminishes the effect of section 203 
intended to address the philosophical beliefs 
of individual employees of the Bureau of 
Prisons. 

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 
fiscal year for the Department of Justice in 
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation, ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided, shall 
be increased by more than 10 percent by any 
such transfers: Provided, That any transfer 
pursuant to this section shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section. 

SEC. 206. Funds appropriated by this or any 
other Act, with respect to any fiscal year, 
under the heading ‘‘Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives, Salaries and 
Expenses’’ shall be available for retention 
pay for any employee who would otherwise 
be subject to a reduction in pay upon termi-
nation of the Bureau’s Personnel Manage-
ment Demonstration Project (as transferred 
to the Attorney General by section 1115 of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002, Public 
Law 107–296 (28 U.S.C. 599B)): Provided, That 
such retention pay shall comply with section 
5363 of title 5, United States Code, and re-
lated Office of Personnel Management regu-
lations, except as provided in this section: 
Provided further, That such retention pay 
shall be paid at the employee’s rate of pay 
immediately prior to the termination of the 
demonstration project and shall not be sub-
ject to the limitation set forth in section 
5304(g)(1) of title 5, United States Code, and 
related regulations. 

SEC. 207. None of the funds made available 
under this title may be used by the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons or the United States Mar-
shals Service for the purpose of transporting 
an individual who is a prisoner pursuant to 
conviction for crime under State or Federal 
law and is classified as a maximum or high 
security prisoner, other than to a prison or 
other facility certified by the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons as appropriately secure for 
housing such a prisoner. 

SEC. 208. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act may be used by Federal prisons 
to purchase cable television services, or to 
rent or purchase audiovisual or electronic 
media or equipment used primarily for rec-
reational purposes. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not preclude the 
rental, maintenance, or purchase of audio-
visual or electronic media or equipment for 
inmate training, religious, or educational 
programs. 

SEC. 209. None of the funds made available 
under this title shall be obligated or ex-
pended for any new or enhanced information 
technology program having total estimated 
development costs in excess of $100,000,000, 
unless the Deputy Attorney General and the 
investment review board certify to the Com-

mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate that the in-
formation technology program has appro-
priate program management controls and 
contractor oversight mechanisms in place, 
and that the program is compatible with the 
enterprise architecture of the Department of 
Justice. 

SEC. 210. The notification thresholds and 
procedures set forth in section 505 of this Act 
shall apply to deviations from the amounts 
designated for specific activities in this Act 
and in the explanatory statement described 
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division 
A of this consolidated Act), and to any use of 
deobligated balances of funds provided under 
this title in previous years. 

SEC. 211. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used to plan for, begin, con-
tinue, finish, process, or approve a public- 
private competition under the Office of Man-
agement and Budget Circular A–76 or any 
successor administrative regulation, direc-
tive, or policy for work performed by em-
ployees of the Bureau of Prisons or of Fed-
eral Prison Industries, Incorporated. 

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no funds shall be available for 
the salary, benefits, or expenses of any 
United States Attorney assigned dual or ad-
ditional responsibilities by the Attorney 
General or his designee that exempt that 
United States Attorney from the residency 
requirements of section 545 of title 28, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 213. At the discretion of the Attorney 
General, and in addition to any amounts 
that otherwise may be available (or author-
ized to be made available) by law, with re-
spect to funds appropriated by this title 
under the headings ‘‘Research, Evaluation 
and Statistics’’, ‘‘State and Local Law En-
forcement Assistance’’, and ‘‘Juvenile Jus-
tice Programs’’— 

(1) up to 3 percent of funds made available 
to the Office of Justice Programs for grant 
or reimbursement programs may be used by 
such Office to provide training and technical 
assistance; and 

(2) up to 2 percent of funds made available 
for grant or reimbursement programs under 
such headings, except for amounts appro-
priated specifically for research, evaluation, 
or statistical programs administered by the 
National Institute of Justice and the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, shall be transferred to 
and merged with funds provided to the Na-
tional Institute of Justice and the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, to be used by them for re-
search, evaluation, or statistical purposes, 
without regard to the authorizations for 
such grant or reimbursement programs. 

SEC. 214. Upon request by a grantee for 
whom the Attorney General has determined 
there is a fiscal hardship, the Attorney Gen-
eral may, with respect to funds appropriated 
in this or any other Act making appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2013 through 2016 for the 
following programs, waive the following re-
quirements: 

(1) For the adult and juvenile offender 
State and local reentry demonstration 
projects under part FF of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797w(g)(1)), the requirements 
under section 2976(g)(1) of such part. 

(2) For State, Tribal, and local reentry 
courts under part FF of title I of such Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797w–2(e)(1) and (2)), the re-
quirements under section 2978(e)(1) and (2) of 
such part. 

(3) For the prosecution drug treatment al-
ternatives to prison program under part CC 
of title I of such Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797q– 
3), the requirements under section 2904 of 
such part. 

(4) For grants to protect inmates and safe-
guard communities as authorized by section 

6 of the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 
(42 U.S.C. 15605(c)(3)), the requirements of 
section 6(c)(3) of such Act. 

SEC. 215. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, section 20109(a) of subtitle A of 
title II of the Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 13709(a)) 
shall not apply to amounts made available 
by this or any other Act. 

SEC. 216. None of the funds made available 
under this Act, other than for the national 
instant criminal background check system 
established under section 103 of the Brady 
Handgun Violence Prevention Act (18 U.S.C. 
922 note), may be used by a Federal law en-
forcement officer to facilitate the transfer of 
an operable firearm to an individual if the 
Federal law enforcement officer knows or 
suspects that the individual is an agent of a 
drug cartel, unless law enforcement per-
sonnel of the United States continuously 
monitor or control the firearm at all times. 

SEC. 217. (a) None of the income retained in 
the Department of Justice Working Capital 
Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 102– 
140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall be 
available for obligation during fiscal year 
2016, except up to $40,000,000 may be obli-
gated for implementation of a unified De-
partment of Justice financial management 
system. 

(b) Not to exceed $30,000,000 of the unobli-
gated balances transferred to the capital ac-
count of the Department of Justice Working 
Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public 
Law 102–140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) 
shall be available for obligation in fiscal 
year 2016, and any use, obligation, transfer or 
allocation of such funds shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act. 

(c) Not to exceed $10,000,000 of the excess 
unobligated balances available under section 
524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United States Code, 
shall be available for obligation during fiscal 
year 2016, and any use, obligation, transfer or 
allocation of such funds shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act. 

(d) Subsections (a) through (c) of this sec-
tion shall sunset on September 30, 2016. 

SEC. 218. (a) Of the funds appropriated by 
this Act under each of the headings ‘‘General 
Administration—Salaries and Expenses’’, 
‘‘United States Marshals Service—Salaries 
and Expenses’’, ‘‘Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation—Salaries and Expenses’’, ‘‘Drug En-
forcement Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’’, and ‘‘Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives—Salaries and Ex-
penses’’, $20,000,000 shall not be available for 
obligation until the Attorney General dem-
onstrates to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate that all recommendations in-
cluded in the Office of Inspector General of 
the Department of Justice, Evaluation and 
Inspections Division Report 15–04 entitled 
‘‘The Handling of Sexual Harassment and 
Misconduct Allegations by the Department’s 
Law Enforcement Components’’, dated 
March, 2015, have been implemented or are in 
the process of being implemented. 

(b) The Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Justice shall report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate not later than 90 
days after the date of enactment of this Act 
on the status of the Department’s implemen-
tation of recommendations included in the 
report specified in subsection (a). 

SEC. 219. Discretionary funds that are made 
available in this Act for the Office of Justice 
Programs may be used to participate in Per-
formance Partnership Pilots authorized 
under section 526 of division H of Public Law 
113–76, section 524 of division G of Public Law 
113–235, and such authorities as are enacted 
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for Performance Partnership Pilots in an ap-
propriations Act for fiscal year 2016. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Justice Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE III 
SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Science and Technology Policy, in carrying 
out the purposes of the National Science and 
Technology Policy, Organization, and Prior-
ities Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), hire 
of passenger motor vehicles, and services as 
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code, not to exceed $2,250 for official 
reception and representation expenses, and 
rental of conference rooms in the District of 
Columbia, $5,555,000. 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION 

SCIENCE 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of 
science research and development activities, 
including research, development, operations, 
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space 
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms 
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, 
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of 
mission and administrative aircraft, 
$5,589,400,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That the formula-
tion and development costs (with develop-
ment cost as defined under section 30104 of 
title 51, United States Code) for the James 
Webb Space Telescope shall not exceed 
$8,000,000,000: Provided further, That should 
the individual identified under subsection 
(c)(2)(E) of section 30104 of title 51, United 
States Code, as responsible for the James 
Webb Space Telescope determine that the de-
velopment cost of the program is likely to 
exceed that limitation, the individual shall 
immediately notify the Administrator and 
the increase shall be treated as if it meets 
the 30 percent threshold described in sub-
section (f) of section 30104: Provided further, 
That, of the amounts provided, $175,000,000 is 
for an orbiter with a lander to meet the 
science goals for the Jupiter Europa mission 
as outlined in the most recent planetary 
science decadal survey: Provided further, 
That the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration shall use the Space Launch 
System as the launch vehicle for the Jupiter 
Europa mission, plan for a launch no later 
than 2022, and include in the fiscal year 2017 
budget the 5-year funding profile necessary 
to achieve these goals. 

AERONAUTICS 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
nautics research and development activities, 
including research, development, operations, 
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space 
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms 
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, 
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of 
mission and administrative aircraft, 
$640,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

SPACE TECHNOLOGY 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of 

space technology research and development 
activities, including research, development, 
operations, support, and services; mainte-
nance and repair, facility planning and de-
sign; space flight, spacecraft control, and 
communications activities; program man-
agement; personnel and related costs, includ-
ing uniforms or allowances therefor, as au-
thorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, 
and operation of mission and administrative 
aircraft, $686,500,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That 
$133,000,000 shall be for the RESTORE sat-
ellite servicing program for completion of 
pre-formulation and initiation of formula-
tion activities for RESTORE and such funds 
shall not support activities solely needed for 
the asteroid redirect mission. 

EXPLORATION 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of ex-
ploration research and development activi-
ties, including research, development, oper-
ations, support, and services; maintenance 
and repair, facility planning and design; 
space flight, spacecraft control, and commu-
nications activities; program management; 
personnel and related costs, including uni-
forms or allowances therefor, as authorized 
by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United 
States Code; travel expenses; purchase and 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and pur-
chase, lease, charter, maintenance, and oper-
ation of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$4,030,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That not less than 
$1,270,000,000 shall be for the Orion Multi- 
Purpose Crew Vehicle: Provided further, That 
not less than $2,000,000,000 shall be for the 
Space Launch System (SLS) launch vehicle, 
which shall have a lift capability not less 
than 130 metric tons and which shall have 
core elements and an enhanced upper stage 
developed simultaneously: Provided further, 
That of the amounts provided for SLS, not 
less than $85,000,000 shall be for enhanced 
upper stage development: Provided further, 
That $410,000,000 shall be for exploration 
ground systems: Provided further, That the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion shall provide to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, concurrent with the annual 
budget submission, a 5-year budget profile 
and funding projection that adheres to a 70 
percent Joint Confidence Level and is con-
sistent with the Key Decision Point C (KDP– 
C) for the SLS and with the management 
agreement contained in the KDP–C for the 
Orion Multi-Purpose Crew Vehicle: Provided 
further, That $350,000,000 shall be for explo-
ration research and development. 

SPACE OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of 
space operations research and development 
activities, including research, development, 
operations, support and services; space 
flight, spacecraft control and communica-
tions activities, including operations, pro-
duction, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; program 
management; personnel and related costs, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance 
and operation of mission and administrative 
aircraft, $5,029,200,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017. 

EDUCATION 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-

space and aeronautical education research 
and development activities, including re-
search, development, operations, support, 
and services; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms 
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, 
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of 
mission and administrative aircraft, 
$115,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, of which $18,000,000 shall be 
for the Experimental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research and $40,000,000 shall be 
for the National Space Grant College pro-
gram. 

SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of 
science, aeronautics, space technology, ex-
ploration, space operations and education re-
search and development activities, including 
research, development, operations, support, 
and services; maintenance and repair, facil-
ity planning and design; space flight, space-
craft control, and communications activi-
ties; program management; personnel and re-
lated costs, including uniforms or allowances 
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 
5902 of title 5, United States Code; travel ex-
penses; purchase and hire of passenger motor 
vehicles; not to exceed $63,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses; and 
purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and 
operation of mission and administrative air-
craft, $2,768,600,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION 

For necessary expenses for construction of 
facilities including repair, rehabilitation, re-
vitalization, and modification of facilities, 
construction of new facilities and additions 
to existing facilities, facility planning and 
design, and restoration, and acquisition or 
condemnation of real property, as authorized 
by law, and environmental compliance and 
restoration, $388,900,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2021: Provided, That pro-
ceeds from leases deposited into this account 
shall be available for a period of 5 years to 
the extent and in amounts as provided in an-
nual appropriations Acts: Provided further, 
That such proceeds referred to in the pre-
ceding proviso shall be available for obliga-
tion for fiscal year 2016 in an amount not to 
exceed $9,470,300: Provided further, That each 
annual budget request shall include an an-
nual estimate of gross receipts and collec-
tions and proposed use of all funds collected 
pursuant to section 20145 of title 51, United 
States Code. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $37,400,000, of which 
$500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Funds for any announced prize otherwise 
authorized shall remain available, without 
fiscal year limitation, until the prize is 
claimed or the offer is withdrawn. 

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropria-
tion made available for the current fiscal 
year for the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration in this Act may be trans-
ferred between such appropriations, but no 
such appropriation, except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, shall be increased by more 
than 10 percent by any such transfers. Bal-
ances so transferred shall be merged with 
and available for the same purposes and the 
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same time period as the appropriations to 
which transferred. Any transfer pursuant to 
this provision shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section. 

The spending plan required by this Act 
shall be provided by NASA at the theme, 
program, project and activity level. The 
spending plan, as well as any subsequent 
change of an amount established in that 
spending plan that meets the notification re-
quirements of section 505 of this Act, shall be 
treated as a reprogramming under section 
505 of this Act and shall not be available for 
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that 
section. 

The unexpired balances for Commercial 
Spaceflight Activities contained within the 
Exploration account may be transferred to 
the Space Operations account for such ac-
tivities. Balances so transferred shall be 
merged with the funds in the Space Oper-
ations account and shall be available under 
the same terms, conditions and period of 
time as previously appropriated. 

For the closeout of all Space Shuttle con-
tracts and associated programs, amounts 
that have expired but have not been can-
celled in the Exploration, Space Operations, 
Human Space Flight, Space Flight Capabili-
ties, and Exploration Capabilities appropria-
tions accounts shall remain available 
through fiscal year 2025 for the liquidation of 
valid obligations incurred during the period 
of fiscal year 2001 through fiscal year 2013. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

For necessary expenses in carrying out the 
National Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), and Public Law 86–209 (42 
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.); services as authorized by 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code; 
maintenance and operation of aircraft and 
purchase of flight services for research sup-
port; acquisition of aircraft; and authorized 
travel; $6,033,645,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017, of which not to ex-
ceed $540,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended for polar research and operations 
support, and for reimbursement to other 
Federal agencies for operational and science 
support and logistical and other related ac-
tivities for the United States Antarctic pro-
gram: Provided, That receipts for scientific 
support services and materials furnished by 
the National Research Centers and other Na-
tional Science Foundation supported re-
search facilities may be credited to this ap-
propriation. 

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES 
CONSTRUCTION 

For necessary expenses for the acquisition, 
construction, commissioning, and upgrading 
of major research equipment, facilities, and 
other such capital assets pursuant to the Na-
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), including authorized 
travel, $200,310,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES 
For necessary expenses in carrying out 

science, mathematics and engineering edu-
cation and human resources programs and 
activities pursuant to the National Science 
Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et 
seq.), including services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, au-
thorized travel, and rental of conference 
rooms in the District of Columbia, 
$880,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 
AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT 

For agency operations and award manage-
ment necessary in carrying out the National 

Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 
1861 et seq.); services authorized by section 
3109 of title 5, United States Code; hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; uniforms or allow-
ances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 
and 5902 of title 5, United States Code; rental 
of conference rooms in the District of Co-
lumbia; and reimbursement of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for security 
guard services; $330,000,000: Provided, That 
not to exceed $8,280 is for official reception 
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That contracts may be entered into 
under this heading in fiscal year 2016 for 
maintenance and operation of facilities and 
for other services to be provided during the 
next fiscal year: Provided further, That of the 
amount provided for costs associated with 
the acquisition, occupancy, and related costs 
of new headquarters space, not more than 
$30,770,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD 
For necessary expenses (including payment 

of salaries, authorized travel, hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, the rental of con-
ference rooms in the District of Columbia, 
and the employment of experts and consult-
ants under section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code) involved in carrying out section 
4 of the National Science Foundation Act of 
1950 (42 U.S.C. 1863) and Public Law 86–209 (42 
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.), $4,370,000: Provided, That 
not to exceed $2,500 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General as authorized by the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $15,160,000, of which 
$400,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropria-

tion made available for the current fiscal 
year for the National Science Foundation in 
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation shall 
be increased by more than 10 percent by any 
such transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this 
section shall be treated as a reprogramming 
of funds under section 505 of this Act and 
shall not be available for obligation except 
in compliance with the procedures set forth 
in that section. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Science Ap-
propriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE IV 
RELATED AGENCIES 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Commission 
on Civil Rights, including hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, $9,200,000: Provided, That 
none of the funds appropriated in this para-
graph may be used to employ any individuals 
under Schedule C of subpart C of part 213 of 
title 5 of the Code of Federal Regulations ex-
clusive of one special assistant for each Com-
missioner: Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated in this paragraph shall be 
used to reimburse Commissioners for more 
than 75 billable days, with the exception of 
the chairperson, who is permitted 125 billable 
days: Provided further, That none of the funds 
appropriated in this paragraph shall be used 
for any activity or expense that is not ex-
plicitly authorized by section 3 of the Civil 
Rights Commission Act of 1983 (42 U.S.C. 
1975a). 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Equal Em-

ployment Opportunity Commission as au-

thorized by title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employ-
ment Act of 1967, the Equal Pay Act of 1963, 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
section 501 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
the Civil Rights Act of 1991, the Genetic In-
formation Non-Discrimination Act (GINA) of 
2008 (Public Law 110–233), the ADA Amend-
ments Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–325), and 
the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 
(Public Law 111–2), including services as au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code; hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles as authorized by section 1343(b) of title 
31, United States Code; nonmonetary awards 
to private citizens; and up to $29,500,000 for 
payments to State and local enforcement 
agencies for authorized services to the Com-
mission, $364,500,000: Provided, That the Com-
mission is authorized to make available for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $2,250 from available 
funds: Provided further, That the Commission 
may take no action to implement any work-
force repositioning, restructuring, or reorga-
nization until such time as the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate have been notified of 
such proposals, in accordance with the re-
programming requirements of section 505 of 
this Act: Provided further, That the Chair is 
authorized to accept and use any gift or do-
nation to carry out the work of the Commis-
sion. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Inter-
national Trade Commission, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles and services as 
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code, and not to exceed $2,250 for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses, 
$88,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 
PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES 

CORPORATION 
For payment to the Legal Services Cor-

poration to carry out the purposes of the 
Legal Services Corporation Act of 1974, 
$385,000,000, of which $352,000,000 is for basic 
field programs and required independent au-
dits; $5,000,000 is for the Office of Inspector 
General, of which such amounts as may be 
necessary may be used to conduct additional 
audits of recipients; $19,000,000 is for manage-
ment and grants oversight; $4,000,000 is for 
client self-help and information technology; 
$4,000,000 is for a Pro Bono Innovation Fund; 
and $1,000,000 is for loan repayment assist-
ance: Provided, That the Legal Services Cor-
poration may continue to provide locality 
pay to officers and employees at a rate no 
greater than that provided by the Federal 
Government to Washington, DC-based em-
ployees as authorized by section 5304 of title 
5, United States Code, notwithstanding sec-
tion 1005(d) of the Legal Services Corpora-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 2996(d)): Provided further, 
That the authorities provided in section 205 
of this Act shall be applicable to the Legal 
Services Corporation: Provided further, That, 
for the purposes of section 505 of this Act, 
the Legal Services Corporation shall be con-
sidered an agency of the United States Gov-
ernment. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION—LEGAL SERVICES 

CORPORATION 
None of the funds appropriated in this Act 

to the Legal Services Corporation shall be 
expended for any purpose prohibited or lim-
ited by, or contrary to any of the provisions 
of, sections 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, and 506 of 
Public Law 105–119, and all funds appro-
priated in this Act to the Legal Services Cor-
poration shall be subject to the same terms 
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and conditions set forth in such sections, ex-
cept that all references in sections 502 and 
503 to 1997 and 1998 shall be deemed to refer 
instead to 2015 and 2016, respectively. 

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Marine 
Mammal Commission as authorized by title 
II of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), $3,431,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

United States Trade Representative, includ-
ing the hire of passenger motor vehicles and 
the employment of experts and consultants 
as authorized by section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code, $54,500,000, of which 
$1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed $124,000 
shall be available for official reception and 
representation expenses. 

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the State Jus-
tice Institute, as authorized by the State 
Justice Institute Authorization Act of 1984 
(42 U.S.C. 10701 et seq.) $5,121,000, of which 
$500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That not to exceed 
$2,250 shall be available for official reception 
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That, for the purposes of section 505 of 
this Act, the State Justice Institute shall be 
considered an agency of the United States 
Government. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 501. No part of any appropriation con-

tained in this Act shall be used for publicity 
or propaganda purposes not authorized by 
the Congress. 

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 503. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract, pursuant 
to section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
shall be limited to those contracts where 
such expenditures are a matter of public 
record and available for public inspection, 
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order 
issued pursuant to existing law. 

SEC. 504. If any provision of this Act or the 
application of such provision to any person 
or circumstances shall be held invalid, the 
remainder of the Act and the application of 
each provision to persons or circumstances 
other than those as to which it is held in-
valid shall not be affected thereby. 

SEC. 505. None of the funds provided under 
this Act, or provided under previous appro-
priations Acts to the agencies funded by this 
Act that remain available for obligation or 
expenditure in fiscal year 2016, or provided 
from any accounts in the Treasury of the 
United States derived by the collection of 
fees available to the agencies funded by this 
Act, shall be available for obligation or ex-
penditure through a reprogramming of funds 
that: (1) creates or initiates a new program, 
project or activity; (2) eliminates a program, 
project or activity; (3) increases funds or per-
sonnel by any means for any project or ac-
tivity for which funds have been denied or 
restricted; (4) relocates an office or employ-
ees; (5) reorganizes or renames offices, pro-
grams or activities; (6) contracts out or 

privatizes any functions or activities pres-
ently performed by Federal employees; (7) 
augments existing programs, projects or ac-
tivities in excess of $500,000 or 10 percent, 
whichever is less, or reduces by 10 percent 
funding for any program, project or activity, 
or numbers of personnel by 10 percent; or (8) 
results from any general savings, including 
savings from a reduction in personnel, which 
would result in a change in existing pro-
grams, projects or activities as approved by 
Congress; unless the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations are notified 15 
days in advance of such reprogramming of 
funds by agencies (excluding agencies of the 
Department of Justice) funded by this Act 
and 45 days in advance of such reprogram-
ming of funds by agencies of the Department 
of Justice funded by this Act. 

SEC. 506. (a) If it has been finally deter-
mined by a court or Federal agency that any 
person intentionally affixed a label bearing a 
‘‘Made in America’’ inscription, or any in-
scription with the same meaning, to any 
product sold in or shipped to the United 
States that is not made in the United States, 
the person shall be ineligible to receive any 
contract or subcontract made with funds 
made available in this Act, pursuant to the 
debarment, suspension, and ineligibility pro-
cedures described in sections 9.400 through 
9.409 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations. 

(b)(1) To the extent practicable, with re-
spect to authorized purchases of promotional 
items, funds made available by this Act shall 
be used to purchase items that are manufac-
tured, produced, or assembled in the United 
States, its territories or possessions. 

(2) The term ‘‘promotional items’’ has the 
meaning given the term in OMB Circular A– 
87, Attachment B, Item (1)(f)(3). 

SEC. 507. (a) The Departments of Commerce 
and Justice, the National Science Founda-
tion, and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration shall provide to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a quar-
terly report on the status of balances of ap-
propriations at the account level. For unob-
ligated, uncommitted balances and unobli-
gated, committed balances the quarterly re-
ports shall separately identify the amounts 
attributable to each source year of appro-
priation from which the balances were de-
rived. For balances that are obligated, but 
unexpended, the quarterly reports shall sepa-
rately identify amounts by the year of obli-
gation. 

(b) The report described in subsection (a) 
shall be submitted within 30 days of the end 
of each quarter. 

(c) If a department or agency is unable to 
fulfill any aspect of a reporting requirement 
described in subsection (a) due to a limita-
tion of a current accounting system, the de-
partment or agency shall fulfill such aspect 
to the maximum extent practicable under 
such accounting system and shall identify 
and describe in each quarterly report the ex-
tent to which such aspect is not fulfilled. 

SEC. 508. Any costs incurred by a depart-
ment or agency funded under this Act result-
ing from, or to prevent, personnel actions 
taken in response to funding reductions in-
cluded in this Act shall be absorbed within 
the total budgetary resources available to 
such department or agency: Provided, That 
the authority to transfer funds between ap-
propriations accounts as may be necessary 
to carry out this section is provided in addi-
tion to authorities included elsewhere in this 
Act: Provided further, That use of funds to 
carry out this section shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure except in compliance 
with the procedures set forth in that section: 
Provided further, That for the Department of 

Commerce, this section shall also apply to 
actions taken for the care and protection of 
loan collateral or grant property. 

SEC. 509. None of the funds provided by this 
Act shall be available to promote the sale or 
export of tobacco or tobacco products, or to 
seek the reduction or removal by any foreign 
country of restrictions on the marketing of 
tobacco or tobacco products, except for re-
strictions which are not applied equally to 
all tobacco or tobacco products of the same 
type. 

SEC. 510. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, amounts deposited or available 
in the Fund established by section 1402 of 
chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98–473 
(42 U.S.C. 10601) in any fiscal year in excess 
of $3,042,000,000 shall not be available for ob-
ligation until the following fiscal year: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding section 1402(d) 
of such Act, of the amounts available from 
the Fund for obligation, $10,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended to the Depart-
ment of Justice Office of Inspector General 
for oversight and auditing purposes. 

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available 
to the Department of Justice in this Act 
may be used to discriminate against or deni-
grate the religious or moral beliefs of stu-
dents who participate in programs for which 
financial assistance is provided from those 
funds, or of the parents or legal guardians of 
such students. 

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act. 

SEC. 513. Any funds provided in this Act 
used to implement E-Government Initiatives 
shall be subject to the procedures set forth 
in section 505 of this Act. 

SEC. 514. (a) The Inspectors General of the 
Department of Commerce, the Department 
of Justice, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, the National Science 
Foundation, and the Legal Services Corpora-
tion shall conduct audits, pursuant to the In-
spector General Act (5 U.S.C. App.), of grants 
or contracts for which funds are appro-
priated by this Act, and shall submit reports 
to Congress on the progress of such audits, 
which may include preliminary findings and 
a description of areas of particular interest, 
within 180 days after initiating such an audit 
and every 180 days thereafter until any such 
audit is completed. 

(b) Within 60 days after the date on which 
an audit described in subsection (a) by an In-
spector General is completed, the Secretary, 
Attorney General, Administrator, Director, 
or President, as appropriate, shall make the 
results of the audit available to the public on 
the Internet website maintained by the De-
partment, Administration, Foundation, or 
Corporation, respectively. The results shall 
be made available in redacted form to ex-
clude— 

(1) any matter described in section 552(b) of 
title 5, United States Code; and 

(2) sensitive personal information for any 
individual, the public access to which could 
be used to commit identity theft or for other 
inappropriate or unlawful purposes. 

(c) Any person awarded a grant or contract 
funded by amounts appropriated by this Act 
shall submit a statement to the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Attorney General, the Ad-
ministrator, Director, or President, as appro-
priate, certifying that no funds derived from 
the grant or contract will be made available 
through a subcontract or in any other man-
ner to another person who has a financial in-
terest in the person awarded the grant or 
contract. 

(d) The provisions of the preceding sub-
sections of this section shall take effect 30 
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days after the date on which the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, in 
consultation with the Director of the Office 
of Government Ethics, determines that a 
uniform set of rules and requirements, sub-
stantially similar to the requirements in 
such subsections, consistently apply under 
the executive branch ethics program to all 
Federal departments, agencies, and entities. 

SEC. 515. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available under this Act 
may be used by the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, or the National 
Science Foundation to acquire a high-impact 
or moderate-impact information system, as 
defined for security categorization in the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology’s (NIST) Federal Information Proc-
essing Standard Publication 199, ‘‘Standards 
for Security Categorization of Federal Infor-
mation and Information Systems’’ unless the 
agency has— 

(1) reviewed the supply chain risk for the 
information systems against criteria devel-
oped by NIST to inform acquisition decisions 
for high-impact and moderate-impact infor-
mation systems within the Federal Govern-
ment; 

(2) reviewed the supply chain risk from the 
presumptive awardee against available and 
relevant threat information provided by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and 
other appropriate agencies; and 

(3) in consultation with the FBI or other 
appropriate Federal entity, conducted an as-
sessment of any risk of cyber-espionage or 
sabotage associated with the acquisition of 
such system, including any risk associated 
with such system being produced, manufac-
tured, or assembled by one or more entities 
identified by the United States Government 
as posing a cyber threat, including but not 
limited to, those that may be owned, di-
rected, or subsidized by the People’s Repub-
lic of China. 

(b) None of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available under this Act may be 
used to acquire a high-impact or moderate- 
impact information system reviewed and as-
sessed under subsection (a) unless the head 
of the assessing entity described in sub-
section (a) has— 

(1) developed, in consultation with NIST 
and supply chain risk management experts, a 
mitigation strategy for any identified risks; 

(2) determined that the acquisition of such 
system is in the national interest of the 
United States; and 

(3) reported that determination to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate and the 
agency Inspector General. 

(c) During fiscal year 2016— 
(1) the FBI shall develop best practices for 

supply chain risk management; and 
(2) the Departments of Commerce and Jus-

tice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and the National Science 
Foundation shall incorporate such practices 
into their information technology procure-
ment practices to the maximum extent prac-
ticable. 

SEC. 516. None of the funds made available 
in this Act shall be used in any way whatso-
ever to support or justify the use of torture 
by any official or contract employee of the 
United States Government. 

SEC. 517. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law or treaty, none of the funds 
appropriated or otherwise made available 
under this Act or any other Act may be ex-
pended or obligated by a department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the United States 
to pay administrative expenses or to com-
pensate an officer or employee of the United 
States in connection with requiring an ex-
port license for the export to Canada of com-

ponents, parts, accessories or attachments 
for firearms listed in Category I, section 
121.1 of title 22, Code of Federal Regulations 
(International Trafficking in Arms Regula-
tions (ITAR), part 121, as it existed on April 
1, 2005) with a total value not exceeding $500 
wholesale in any transaction, provided that 
the conditions of subsection (b) of this sec-
tion are met by the exporting party for such 
articles. 

(b) The foregoing exemption from obtain-
ing an export license— 

(1) does not exempt an exporter from filing 
any Shipper’s Export Declaration or notifi-
cation letter required by law, or from being 
otherwise eligible under the laws of the 
United States to possess, ship, transport, or 
export the articles enumerated in subsection 
(a); and 

(2) does not permit the export without a li-
cense of— 

(A) fully automatic firearms and compo-
nents and parts for such firearms, other than 
for end use by the Federal Government, or a 
Provincial or Municipal Government of Can-
ada; 

(B) barrels, cylinders, receivers (frames) or 
complete breech mechanisms for any firearm 
listed in Category I, other than for end use 
by the Federal Government, or a Provincial 
or Municipal Government of Canada; or 

(C) articles for export from Canada to an-
other foreign destination. 

(c) In accordance with this section, the 
District Directors of Customs and post-
masters shall permit the permanent or tem-
porary export without a license of any un-
classified articles specified in subsection (a) 
to Canada for end use in Canada or return to 
the United States, or temporary import of 
Canadian-origin items from Canada for end 
use in the United States or return to Canada 
for a Canadian citizen. 

(d) The President may require export li-
censes under this section on a temporary 
basis if the President determines, upon pub-
lication first in the Federal Register, that 
the Government of Canada has implemented 
or maintained inadequate import controls 
for the articles specified in subsection (a), 
such that a significant diversion of such arti-
cles has and continues to take place for use 
in international terrorism or in the esca-
lation of a conflict in another nation. The 
President shall terminate the requirements 
of a license when reasons for the temporary 
requirements have ceased. 

SEC. 518. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States receiving 
appropriated funds under this Act or any 
other Act shall obligate or expend in any 
way such funds to pay administrative ex-
penses or the compensation of any officer or 
employee of the United States to deny any 
application submitted pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 
2778(b)(1)(B) and qualified pursuant to 27 CFR 
section 478.112 or .113, for a permit to import 
United States origin ‘‘curios or relics’’ fire-
arms, parts, or ammunition. 

SEC. 519. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to include in any 
new bilateral or multilateral trade agree-
ment the text of— 

(1) paragraph 2 of article 16.7 of the United 
States-Singapore Free Trade Agreement; 

(2) paragraph 4 of article 17.9 of the United 
States-Australia Free Trade Agreement; or 

(3) paragraph 4 of article 15.9 of the United 
States-Morocco Free Trade Agreement. 

SEC. 520. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to authorize or issue 
a national security letter in contravention of 
any of the following laws authorizing the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to issue na-
tional security letters: The Right to Finan-
cial Privacy Act; The Electronic Commu-
nications Privacy Act; The Fair Credit Re-

porting Act; The National Security Act of 
1947; USA PATRIOT Act; USA FREEDOM 
Act of 2015; and the laws amended by these 
Acts. 

SEC. 521. If at any time during any quarter, 
the program manager of a project within the 
jurisdiction of the Departments of Com-
merce or Justice, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, or the National 
Science Foundation totaling more than 
$75,000,000 has reasonable cause to believe 
that the total program cost has increased by 
10 percent or more, the program manager 
shall immediately inform the respective Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director. The Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director shall no-
tify the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations within 30 days in writing of 
such increase, and shall include in such no-
tice: the date on which such determination 
was made; a statement of the reasons for 
such increases; the action taken and pro-
posed to be taken to control future cost 
growth of the project; changes made in the 
performance or schedule milestones and the 
degree to which such changes have contrib-
uted to the increase in total program costs 
or procurement costs; new estimates of the 
total project or procurement costs; and a 
statement validating that the project’s man-
agement structure is adequate to control 
total project or procurement costs. 

SEC. 522. Funds appropriated by this Act, 
or made available by the transfer of funds in 
this Act, for intelligence or intelligence re-
lated activities are deemed to be specifically 
authorized by the Congress for purposes of 
section 504 of the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 414) during fiscal year 2016 
until the enactment of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for fiscal year 2016. 

SEC. 523. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to enter into a contract in an amount 
greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in 
excess of such amount unless the prospective 
contractor or grantee certifies in writing to 
the agency awarding the contract or grant 
that, to the best of its knowledge and belief, 
the contractor or grantee has filed all Fed-
eral tax returns required during the three 
years preceding the certification, has not 
been convicted of a criminal offense under 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and has 
not, more than 90 days prior to certification, 
been notified of any unpaid Federal tax as-
sessment for which the liability remains 
unsatisfied, unless the assessment is the sub-
ject of an installment agreement or offer in 
compromise that has been approved by the 
Internal Revenue Service and is not in de-
fault, or the assessment is the subject of a 
non-frivolous administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 524. (a) Of the unobligated balances 

from prior year appropriations available to 
the Department of Commerce’s Economic 
Development Administration, Economic De-
velopment Assistance Programs, $10,000,000 
are rescinded, not later than September 30, 
2016. 

(b) Of the unobligated balances available 
to the Department of Justice, the following 
funds are hereby rescinded, not later than 
September 30, 2016, from the following ac-
counts in the specified amounts— 

(1) ‘‘Working Capital Fund’’, $69,000,000; 
(2) ‘‘United States Marshals Service, Fed-

eral Prisoner Detention’’, $195,974,000; 
(3) ‘‘Federal Bureau of Investigation, Sala-

ries and Expenses’’, $80,767,000 from fees col-
lected to defray expenses for the automation 
of fingerprint identification and criminal 
justice information services and associated 
costs; 

(4) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities, Office on Violence Against Women, 
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Violence Against Women Prevention and 
Prosecution Programs’’, $15,000,000; 

(5) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities, Office of Justice Programs’’, 
$40,000,000; 

(6) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities, Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices’’, $10,000,000; and 

(7) ‘‘Legal Activities, Assets Forfeiture 
Fund’’, $458,000,000. 

(c) The Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate a report no later than Sep-
tember 1, 2016, specifying the amount of each 
rescission made pursuant to subsections (a) 
and (b). 

SEC. 525. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to purchase first 
class or premium airline travel in contraven-
tion of sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 
of title 41 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 526. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to send or otherwise 
pay for the attendance of more than 50 em-
ployees from a Federal department or agen-
cy, who are stationed in the United States, 
at any single conference occurring outside 
the United States unless such conference is a 
law enforcement training or operational con-
ference for law enforcement personnel and 
the majority of Federal employees in attend-
ance are law enforcement personnel sta-
tioned outside the United States. 

SEC. 527. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available in this or any 
other Act may be used to transfer, release, 
or assist in the transfer or release to or with-
in the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any 
other detainee who— 

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009, 
at the United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, by the Department of De-
fense. 

SEC. 528. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available in this or any 
other Act may be used to construct, acquire, 
or modify any facility in the United States, 
its territories, or possessions to house any 
individual described in subsection (c) for the 
purposes of detention or imprisonment in the 
custody or under the effective control of the 
Department of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall 
not apply to any modification of facilities at 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24, 
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or 
a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective 

control of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

SEC. 529. To the extent practicable, funds 
made available in this Act should be used to 
purchase light bulbs that are ‘‘Energy Star’’ 
qualified or have the ‘‘Federal Energy Man-
agement Program’’ designation. 

SEC. 530. The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall instruct any de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States receiving funds appropriated 
under this Act to track undisbursed balances 
in expired grant accounts and include in its 
annual performance plan and performance 
and accountability reports the following: 

(1) Details on future action the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality will take 

to resolve undisbursed balances in expired 
grant accounts. 

(2) The method that the department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality uses to track 
undisbursed balances in expired grant ac-
counts. 

(3) Identification of undisbursed balances 
in expired grant accounts that may be re-
turned to the Treasury of the United States. 

(4) In the preceding 3 fiscal years, details 
on the total number of expired grant ac-
counts with undisbursed balances (on the 
first day of each fiscal year) for the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality and the 
total finances that have not been obligated 
to a specific project remaining in the ac-
counts. 

SEC. 531. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) or the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP) to develop, de-
sign, plan, promulgate, implement, or exe-
cute a bilateral policy, program, order, or 
contract of any kind to participate, collabo-
rate, or coordinate bilaterally in any way 
with China or any Chinese-owned company 
unless such activities are specifically au-
thorized by a law enacted after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to effectuate the 
hosting of official Chinese visitors at facili-
ties belonging to or utilized by NASA. 

(c) The limitations described in sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall not apply to activi-
ties which NASA or OSTP has certified— 

(1) pose no risk of resulting in the transfer 
of technology, data, or other information 
with national security or economic security 
implications to China or a Chinese-owned 
company; and 

(2) will not involve knowing interactions 
with officials who have been determined by 
the United States to have direct involvement 
with violations of human rights. 

(d) Any certification made under sub-
section (c) shall be submitted to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, no later 
than 30 days prior to the activity in question 
and shall include a description of the purpose 
of the activity, its agenda, its major partici-
pants, and its location and timing. 

SEC. 532. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries 
or expenses of personnel to deny, or fail to 
act on, an application for the importation of 
any model of shotgun if— 

(1) all other requirements of law with re-
spect to the proposed importation are met; 
and 

(2) no application for the importation of 
such model of shotgun, in the same configu-
ration, had been denied by the Attorney Gen-
eral prior to January 1, 2011, on the basis 
that the shotgun was not particularly suit-
able for or readily adaptable to sporting pur-
poses. 

SEC. 533. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, adjudication, or 
other law enforcement- or victim assistance- 
related activity. 

SEC. 534. The Departments of Commerce 
and Justice, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, the National Science 
Foundation, the Commission on Civil Rights, 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, the International Trade Commis-

sion, the Legal Services Corporation, the 
Marine Mammal Commission, the Offices of 
Science and Technology Policy and the 
United States Trade Representative, and the 
State Justice Institute shall submit spend-
ing plans, signed by the respective depart-
ment or agency head, to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate within 45 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 535. (a) The head of any executive 
branch department, agency, board, commis-
sion, or office funded by this Act shall sub-
mit annual reports to the Inspector General 
or senior ethics official for any entity with-
out an Inspector General, regarding the costs 
and contracting procedures related to each 
conference held by any such department, 
agency, board, commission, or office during 
fiscal year 2016 for which the cost to the 
United States Government was more than 
$100,000. 

(b) Each report submitted shall include, for 
each conference described in subsection (a) 
held during the applicable period— 

(1) a description of its purpose; 
(2) the number of participants attending; 
(3) a detailed statement of the costs to the 

United States Government, including— 
(A) the cost of any food or beverages; 
(B) the cost of any audio-visual services; 
(C) the cost of employee or contractor 

travel to and from the conference; and 
(D) a discussion of the methodology used 

to determine which costs relate to the con-
ference; and 

(4) a description of the contracting proce-
dures used including— 

(A) whether contracts were awarded on a 
competitive basis; and 

(B) a discussion of any cost comparison 
conducted by the departmental component 
or office in evaluating potential contractors 
for the conference. 

(c) Within 15 days of the date of a con-
ference held by any executive branch depart-
ment, agency, board, commission, or office 
funded by this Act during fiscal year 2016 for 
which the cost to the United States Govern-
ment was more than $20,000, the head of any 
such department, agency, board, commis-
sion, or office shall notify the Inspector Gen-
eral or senior ethics official for any entity 
without an Inspector General, of the date, lo-
cation, and number of employees attending 
such conference. 

(d) A grant or contract funded by amounts 
appropriated by this Act may not be used for 
the purpose of defraying the costs of a ban-
quet or conference that is not directly and 
programmatically related to the purpose for 
which the grant or contract was awarded, 
such as a banquet or conference held in con-
nection with planning, training, assessment, 
review, or other routine purposes related to 
a project funded by the grant or contract. 

(e) None of the funds made available in this 
Act may be used for travel and conference 
activities that are not in compliance with 
Office of Management and Budget Memo-
randum M–12–12 dated May 11, 2012 or any 
subsequent revisions to that memorandum. 

SEC. 536. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be obligated or expended to 
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the 
Senate approves a resolution of ratification 
for the Treaty. 

SEC. 537. The head of any executive branch 
department, agency, board, commission, or 
office funded by this Act shall require that 
all contracts within their purview that pro-
vide award fees link such fees to successful 
acquisition outcomes, specifying the terms 
of cost, schedule, and performance. 

SEC. 538. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this 
Act may be used to pay award or incentive 
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fees for contractor performance that has 
been judged to be below satisfactory per-
formance or for performance that does not 
meet the basic requirements of a contract. 

SEC. 539. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to relinquish 
the responsibility of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration, during fiscal year 2016, with respect 
to Internet domain name system functions, 
including responsibility with respect to the 
authoritative root zone file and the Internet 
Assigned Numbers Authority functions. 

(b) Nothwithstanding any other law, sub-
section (a) of this section shall not apply in 
fiscal year 2017. 

SEC. 540. No funds provided in this Act 
shall be used to deny an Inspector General 
funded under this Act timely access to any 
records, documents, or other materials avail-
able to the department or agency over which 
that Inspector General has responsibilities 
under the Inspector General Act of 1978, or to 
prevent or impede that Inspector General’s 
access to such records, documents, or other 
materials, under any provision of law, except 
a provision of law that expressly refers to 
the Inspector General and expressly limits 
the Inspector General’s right of access. A de-
partment or agency covered by this section 
shall provide its Inspector General with ac-
cess to all such records, documents, and 
other materials in a timely manner. Each In-
spector General shall ensure compliance 
with statutory limitations on disclosure rel-
evant to the information provided by the es-
tablishment over which that Inspector Gen-
eral has responsibilities under the Inspector 
General Act of 1978. Each Inspector General 
covered by this section shall report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate within 5 
calendar days any failures to comply with 
this requirement. 

SEC. 541. The Department of Commerce, 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, and the National Science Founda-
tion shall provide a quarterly report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate on any of-
ficial travel to China by any employee of 
such Department or agency, including the 
purpose of such travel. 

SEC. 542. None of the funds made available 
in this Act to the Department of Justice 
may be used, with respect to any of the 
States of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin, 
and Wyoming, or with respect to the District 
of Columbia, Guam, or Puerto Rico, to pre-
vent any of them from implementing their 
own laws that authorize the use, distribu-
tion, possession, or cultivation of medical 
marijuana. 

SEC. 543. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
section 7606 (‘‘Legitimacy of Industrial Hemp 
Research’’) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 
(Public Law 113–79) by the Department of 
Justice or the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
MILITARY PERSONNEL 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, ARMY 
For pay, allowances, individual clothing, 

subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities, 
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational 
movements), and expenses of temporary duty 
travel between permanent duty stations, for 
members of the Army on active duty (except 
members of reserve components provided for 
elsewhere), cadets, and aviation cadets; for 
members of the Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps; and for payments pursuant to section 
156 of Public Law 97–377, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of 
Defense Military Retirement Fund, 
$41,045,562,000. 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, NAVY 
For pay, allowances, individual clothing, 

subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities, 
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational 
movements), and expenses of temporary duty 
travel between permanent duty stations, for 
members of the Navy on active duty (except 
members of the Reserve provided for else-
where), midshipmen, and aviation cadets; for 
members of the Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps; and for payments pursuant to section 
156 of Public Law 97–377, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of 
Defense Military Retirement Fund, 
$27,835,183,000. 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS 
For pay, allowances, individual clothing, 

subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities, 
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational 
movements), and expenses of temporary duty 
travel between permanent duty stations, for 
members of the Marine Corps on active duty 
(except members of the Reserve provided for 
elsewhere); and for payments pursuant to 
section 156 of Public Law 97–377, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of 
Defense Military Retirement Fund, 
$12,859,152,000. 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE 
For pay, allowances, individual clothing, 

subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities, 
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational 
movements), and expenses of temporary duty 
travel between permanent duty stations, for 
members of the Air Force on active duty (ex-
cept members of reserve components pro-
vided for elsewhere), cadets, and aviation ca-
dets; for members of the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps; and for payments pursuant 
to section 156 of Public Law 97–377, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 402 note), and to the De-
partment of Defense Military Retirement 
Fund, $27,679,066,000. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, ARMY 
For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, 

gratuities, travel, and related expenses for 
personnel of the Army Reserve on active 
duty under sections 10211, 10302, and 3038 of 
title 10, United States Code, or while serving 
on active duty under section 12301(d) of title 
10, United States Code, in connection with 
performing duty specified in section 12310(a) 
of title 10, United States Code, or while un-
dergoing reserve training, or while per-
forming drills or equivalent duty or other 
duty, and expenses authorized by section 
16131 of title 10, United States Code; and for 
payments to the Department of Defense Mili-
tary Retirement Fund, $4,463,164,000. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, NAVY 
For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, 

gratuities, travel, and related expenses for 

personnel of the Navy Reserve on active duty 
under section 10211 of title 10, United States 
Code, or while serving on active duty under 
section 12301(d) of title 10, United States 
Code, in connection with performing duty 
specified in section 12310(a) of title 10, United 
States Code, or while undergoing reserve 
training, or while performing drills or equiv-
alent duty, and expenses authorized by sec-
tion 16131 of title 10, United States Code; and 
for payments to the Department of Defense 
Military Retirement Fund, $1,866,891,000. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS 
For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, 

gratuities, travel, and related expenses for 
personnel of the Marine Corps Reserve on ac-
tive duty under section 10211 of title 10, 
United States Code, or while serving on ac-
tive duty under section 12301(d) of title 10, 
United States Code, in connection with per-
forming duty specified in section 12310(a) of 
title 10, United States Code, or while under-
going reserve training, or while performing 
drills or equivalent duty, and for members of 
the Marine Corps platoon leaders class, and 
expenses authorized by section 16131 of title 
10, United States Code; and for payments to 
the Department of Defense Military Retire-
ment Fund, $702,481,000. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE 
For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, 

gratuities, travel, and related expenses for 
personnel of the Air Force Reserve on active 
duty under sections 10211, 10305, and 8038 of 
title 10, United States Code, or while serving 
on active duty under section 12301(d) of title 
10, United States Code, in connection with 
performing duty specified in section 12310(a) 
of title 10, United States Code, or while un-
dergoing reserve training, or while per-
forming drills or equivalent duty or other 
duty, and expenses authorized by section 
16131 of title 10, United States Code; and for 
payments to the Department of Defense Mili-
tary Retirement Fund, $1,682,942,000. 

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, ARMY 
For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, 

gratuities, travel, and related expenses for 
personnel of the Army National Guard while 
on duty under sections 10211, 10302, or 12402 of 
title 10 or section 708 of title 32, United 
States Code, or while serving on duty under 
section 12301(d) of title 10 or section 502(f) of 
title 32, United States Code, in connection 
with performing duty specified in section 
12310(a) of title 10, United States Code, or 
while undergoing training, or while per-
forming drills or equivalent duty or other 
duty, and expenses authorized by section 
16131 of title 10, United States Code; and for 
payments to the Department of Defense Mili-
tary Retirement Fund, $7,892,327,000. 

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE 
For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, 

gratuities, travel, and related expenses for 
personnel of the Air National Guard on duty 
under sections 10211, 10305, or 12402 of title 10 
or section 708 of title 32, United States Code, 
or while serving on duty under section 
12301(d) of title 10 or section 502(f) of title 32, 
United States Code, in connection with per-
forming duty specified in section 12310(a) of 
title 10, United States Code, or while under-
going training, or while performing drills or 
equivalent duty or other duty, and expenses 
authorized by section 16131 of title 10, United 
States Code; and for payments to the Depart-
ment of Defense Military Retirement Fund, 
$3,201,890,000. 

TITLE II 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and maintenance 
of the Army, as authorized by law, 
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$32,399,440,000: Provided, That not to exceed 
$12,478,000 can be used for emergencies and 
extraordinary expenses, to be expended on 
the approval or authority of the Secretary of 
the Army, and payments may be made on his 
certificate of necessity for confidential mili-
tary purposes. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and maintenance 
of the Navy and the Marine Corps, as author-
ized by law, $39,600,172,000: Provided, That not 
to exceed $15,055,000 can be used for emer-
gencies and extraordinary expenses, to be ex-
pended on the approval or authority of the 
Secretary of the Navy, and payments may be 
made on his certificate of necessity for con-
fidential military purposes. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and maintenance 
of the Marine Corps, as authorized by law, 
$5,718,074,000. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and maintenance 
of the Air Force, as authorized by law, 
$35,727,457,000: Provided, That not to exceed 
$7,699,000 can be used for emergencies and ex-
traordinary expenses, to be expended on the 
approval or authority of the Secretary of the 
Air Force, and payments may be made on his 
certificate of necessity for confidential mili-
tary purposes. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and maintenance 
of activities and agencies of the Department 
of Defense (other than the military depart-
ments), as authorized by law, $32,105,040,000: 
Provided, That not more than $15,000,000 may 
be used for the Combatant Commander Ini-
tiative Fund authorized under section 166a of 
title 10, United States Code: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $36,000,000 can be used for 
emergencies and extraordinary expenses, to 
be expended on the approval or authority of 
the Secretary of Defense, and payments may 
be made on his certificate of necessity for 
confidential military purposes: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds provided under this 
heading, not less than $35,045,000 shall be 
made available for the Procurement Tech-
nical Assistance Cooperative Agreement 
Program, of which not less than $3,600,000 
shall be available for centers defined in 10 
U.S.C. 2411(1)(D): Provided further, That none 
of the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available by this Act may be used to plan or 
implement the consolidation of a budget or 
appropriations liaison office of the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense, the office of the 
Secretary of a military department, or the 
service headquarters of one of the Armed 
Forces into a legislative affairs or legislative 
liaison office: Provided further, That 
$9,031,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, is available only for expenses relat-
ing to certain classified activities, and may 
be transferred as necessary by the Secretary 
of Defense to operation and maintenance ap-
propriations or research, development, test 
and evaluation appropriations, to be merged 
with and to be available for the same time 
period as the appropriations to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That any ceiling on 
the investment item unit cost of items that 
may be purchased with operation and main-
tenance funds shall not apply to the funds 
described in the preceding proviso: Provided 
further, That the transfer authority provided 
under this heading is in addition to any 
other transfer authority provided elsewhere 
in this Act. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 
RESERVE 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and mainte-
nance, including training, organization, and 
administration, of the Army Reserve; repair 
of facilities and equipment; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; travel and transportation; 
care of the dead; recruiting; procurement of 
services, supplies, and equipment; and com-
munications, $2,646,911,000. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY RESERVE 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and mainte-
nance, including training, organization, and 
administration, of the Navy Reserve; repair 
of facilities and equipment; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; travel and transportation; 
care of the dead; recruiting; procurement of 
services, supplies, and equipment; and com-
munications, $998,481,000. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS 

RESERVE 
For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 

necessary for the operation and mainte-
nance, including training, organization, and 
administration, of the Marine Corps Reserve; 
repair of facilities and equipment; hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; travel and trans-
portation; care of the dead; recruiting; pro-
curement of services, supplies, and equip-
ment; and communications, $274,526,000. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 
RESERVE 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the operation and mainte-
nance, including training, organization, and 
administration, of the Air Force Reserve; re-
pair of facilities and equipment; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; travel and transpor-
tation; care of the dead; recruiting; procure-
ment of services, supplies, and equipment; 
and communications, $2,980,768,000. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD 

For expenses of training, organizing, and 
administering the Army National Guard, in-
cluding medical and hospital treatment and 
related expenses in non-Federal hospitals; 
maintenance, operation, and repairs to 
structures and facilities; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; personnel services in the Na-
tional Guard Bureau; travel expenses (other 
than mileage), as authorized by law for 
Army personnel on active duty, for Army 
National Guard division, regimental, and 
battalion commanders while inspecting units 
in compliance with National Guard Bureau 
regulations when specifically authorized by 
the Chief, National Guard Bureau; supplying 
and equipping the Army National Guard as 
authorized by law; and expenses of repair, 
modification, maintenance, and issue of sup-
plies and equipment (including aircraft), 
$6,595,483,000. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL 

GUARD 
For expenses of training, organizing, and 

administering the Air National Guard, in-
cluding medical and hospital treatment and 
related expenses in non-Federal hospitals; 
maintenance, operation, and repairs to 
structures and facilities; transportation of 
things, hire of passenger motor vehicles; sup-
plying and equipping the Air National 
Guard, as authorized by law; expenses for re-
pair, modification, maintenance, and issue of 
supplies and equipment, including those fur-
nished from stocks under the control of 
agencies of the Department of Defense; trav-
el expenses (other than mileage) on the same 
basis as authorized by law for Air National 
Guard personnel on active Federal duty, for 
Air National Guard commanders while in-
specting units in compliance with National 

Guard Bureau regulations when specifically 
authorized by the Chief, National Guard Bu-
reau, $6,820,569,000. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE 
ARMED FORCES 

For salaries and expenses necessary for the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces, $14,078,000, of which not to ex-
ceed $5,000 may be used for official represen-
tation purposes. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, ARMY 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the Department of the Army, 
$234,829,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the 
Army shall, upon determining that such 
funds are required for environmental res-
toration, reduction and recycling of haz-
ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings 
and debris of the Department of the Army, 
or for similar purposes, transfer the funds 
made available by this appropriation to 
other appropriations made available to the 
Department of the Army, to be merged with 
and to be available for the same purposes 
and for the same time period as the appro-
priations to which transferred: Provided fur-
ther, That upon a determination that all or 
part of the funds transferred from this appro-
priation are not necessary for the purposes 
provided herein, such amounts may be trans-
ferred back to this appropriation: Provided 
further, That the transfer authority provided 
under this heading is in addition to any 
other transfer authority provided elsewhere 
in this Act. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, NAVY 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the Department of the Navy, 
$300,000,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the 
Navy shall, upon determining that such 
funds are required for environmental res-
toration, reduction and recycling of haz-
ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings 
and debris of the Department of the Navy, or 
for similar purposes, transfer the funds made 
available by this appropriation to other ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of the Navy, to be merged with and to 
be available for the same purposes and for 
the same time period as the appropriations 
to which transferred: Provided further, That 
upon a determination that all or part of the 
funds transferred from this appropriation are 
not necessary for the purposes provided here-
in, such amounts may be transferred back to 
this appropriation: Provided further, That the 
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided elsewhere in this Act. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, AIR FORCE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the Department of the Air Force, 
$368,131,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the 
Air Force shall, upon determining that such 
funds are required for environmental res-
toration, reduction and recycling of haz-
ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings 
and debris of the Department of the Air 
Force, or for similar purposes, transfer the 
funds made available by this appropriation 
to other appropriations made available to 
the Department of the Air Force, to be 
merged with and to be available for the same 
purposes and for the same time period as the 
appropriations to which transferred: Provided 
further, That upon a determination that all 
or part of the funds transferred from this ap-
propriation are not necessary for the pur-
poses provided herein, such amounts may be 
transferred back to this appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority 
provided under this heading is in addition to 
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any other transfer authority provided else-
where in this Act. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the Department of Defense, $8,232,000, 
to remain available until transferred: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Defense shall, 
upon determining that such funds are re-
quired for environmental restoration, reduc-
tion and recycling of hazardous waste, re-
moval of unsafe buildings and debris of the 
Department of Defense, or for similar pur-
poses, transfer the funds made available by 
this appropriation to other appropriations 
made available to the Department of De-
fense, to be merged with and to be available 
for the same purposes and for the same time 
period as the appropriations to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That upon a deter-
mination that all or part of the funds trans-
ferred from this appropriation are not nec-
essary for the purposes provided herein, such 
amounts may be transferred back to this ap-
propriation: Provided further, That the trans-
fer authority provided under this heading is 
in addition to any other transfer authority 
provided elsewhere in this Act. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, FORMERLY 
USED DEFENSE SITES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the Department of the Army, 
$231,217,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the 
Army shall, upon determining that such 
funds are required for environmental res-
toration, reduction and recycling of haz-
ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings 
and debris at sites formerly used by the De-
partment of Defense, transfer the funds made 
available by this appropriation to other ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of the Army, to be merged with and to 
be available for the same purposes and for 
the same time period as the appropriations 
to which transferred: Provided further, That 
upon a determination that all or part of the 
funds transferred from this appropriation are 
not necessary for the purposes provided here-
in, such amounts may be transferred back to 
this appropriation: Provided further, That the 
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided elsewhere in this Act. 

OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN, DISASTER, AND 
CIVIC AID 

For expenses relating to the Overseas Hu-
manitarian, Disaster, and Civic Aid pro-
grams of the Department of Defense (con-
sisting of the programs provided under sec-
tions 401, 402, 404, 407, 2557, and 2561 of title 
10, United States Code), $103,266,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017. 

COOPERATIVE THREAT REDUCTION ACCOUNT 

For assistance to the republics of the 
former Soviet Union and, with appropriate 
authorization by the Department of Defense 
and Department of State, to countries out-
side of the former Soviet Union, including 
assistance provided by contract or by grants, 
for facilitating the elimination and the safe 
and secure transportation and storage of nu-
clear, chemical and other weapons; for estab-
lishing programs to prevent the proliferation 
of weapons, weapons components, and weap-
on-related technology and expertise; for pro-
grams relating to the training and support of 
defense and military personnel for demili-
tarization and protection of weapons, weap-
ons components, and weapons technology 
and expertise, and for defense and military 
contacts, $358,496,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2018. 

TITLE III 
PROCUREMENT 

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, ARMY 
For construction, procurement, produc-

tion, modification, and modernization of air-
craft, equipment, including ordnance, ground 
handling equipment, spare parts, and acces-
sories therefor; specialized equipment and 
training devices; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, including the land necessary 
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and 
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon 
prior to approval of title; and procurement 
and installation of equipment, appliances, 
and machine tools in public and private 
plants; reserve plant and Government and 
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and 
other expenses necessary for the foregoing 
purposes, $5,866,367,000, to remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2018. 

MISSILE PROCUREMENT, ARMY 
For construction, procurement, produc-

tion, modification, and modernization of 
missiles, equipment, including ordnance, 
ground handling equipment, spare parts, and 
accessories therefor; specialized equipment 
and training devices; expansion of public and 
private plants, including the land necessary 
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and 
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon 
prior to approval of title; and procurement 
and installation of equipment, appliances, 
and machine tools in public and private 
plants; reserve plant and Government and 
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and 
other expenses necessary for the foregoing 
purposes, $1,600,957,000, to remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2018. 

PROCUREMENT OF WEAPONS AND TRACKED 
COMBAT VEHICLES, ARMY 

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, and modification of weapons and 
tracked combat vehicles, equipment, includ-
ing ordnance, spare parts, and accessories 
therefor; specialized equipment and training 
devices; expansion of public and private 
plants, including the land necessary there-
for, for the foregoing purposes, and such 
lands and interests therein, may be acquired, 
and construction prosecuted thereon prior to 
approval of title; and procurement and in-
stallation of equipment, appliances, and ma-
chine tools in public and private plants; re-
serve plant and Government and contractor- 
owned equipment layaway; and other ex-
penses necessary for the foregoing purposes, 
$1,951,646,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2018. 

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, ARMY 
For construction, procurement, produc-

tion, and modification of ammunition, and 
accessories therefor; specialized equipment 
and training devices; expansion of public and 
private plants, including ammunition facili-
ties, authorized by section 2854 of title 10, 
United States Code, and the land necessary 
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and 
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon 
prior to approval of title; and procurement 
and installation of equipment, appliances, 
and machine tools in public and private 
plants; reserve plant and Government and 
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and 
other expenses necessary for the foregoing 
purposes, $1,245,426,000, to remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2018. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, ARMY 
For construction, procurement, produc-

tion, and modification of vehicles, including 
tactical, support, and non-tracked combat 
vehicles; the purchase of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement only; communications 

and electronic equipment; other support 
equipment; spare parts, ordnance, and acces-
sories therefor; specialized equipment and 
training devices; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, including the land necessary 
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and 
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon 
prior to approval of title; and procurement 
and installation of equipment, appliances, 
and machine tools in public and private 
plants; reserve plant and Government and 
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and 
other expenses necessary for the foregoing 
purposes, $5,718,811,000, to remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2018. 

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, NAVY 
For construction, procurement, produc-

tion, modification, and modernization of air-
craft, equipment, including ordnance, spare 
parts, and accessories therefor; specialized 
equipment; expansion of public and private 
plants, including the land necessary there-
for, and such lands and interests therein, 
may be acquired, and construction pros-
ecuted thereon prior to approval of title; and 
procurement and installation of equipment, 
appliances, and machine tools in public and 
private plants; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away, $17,521,209,000, to remain available for 
obligation until September 30, 2018. 

WEAPONS PROCUREMENT, NAVY 
For construction, procurement, produc-

tion, modification, and modernization of 
missiles, torpedoes, other weapons, and re-
lated support equipment including spare 
parts, and accessories therefor; expansion of 
public and private plants, including the land 
necessary therefor, and such lands and inter-
ests therein, may be acquired, and construc-
tion prosecuted thereon prior to approval of 
title; and procurement and installation of 
equipment, appliances, and machine tools in 
public and private plants; reserve plant and 
Government and contractor-owned equip-
ment layaway, $3,049,542,000, to remain avail-
able for obligation until September 30, 2018. 

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, and modification of ammunition, and 
accessories therefor; specialized equipment 
and training devices; expansion of public and 
private plants, including ammunition facili-
ties, authorized by section 2854 of title 10, 
United States Code, and the land necessary 
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and 
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon 
prior to approval of title; and procurement 
and installation of equipment, appliances, 
and machine tools in public and private 
plants; reserve plant and Government and 
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and 
other expenses necessary for the foregoing 
purposes, $651,920,000, to remain available for 
obligation until September 30, 2018. 

SHIPBUILDING AND CONVERSION, NAVY 
For expenses necessary for the construc-

tion, acquisition, or conversion of vessels as 
authorized by law, including armor and ar-
mament thereof, plant equipment, appli-
ances, and machine tools and installation 
thereof in public and private plants; reserve 
plant and Government and contractor-owned 
equipment layaway; procurement of critical, 
long lead time components and designs for 
vessels to be constructed or converted in the 
future; and expansion of public and private 
plants, including land necessary therefor, 
and such lands and interests therein, may be 
acquired, and construction prosecuted there-
on prior to approval of title, as follows: 

Carrier Replacement Program, 
$1,569,571,000; 
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Carrier Replacement Program (AP), 

$862,358,000; 
Virginia Class Submarine, $3,346,370,000; 
Virginia Class Submarine (AP), 

$1,971,840,000; 
CVN Refueling Overhauls, $637,588,000; 
CVN Refueling Overhauls (AP), $14,951,000; 
DDG–1000 Program, $433,404,000; 
DDG–51 Destroyer, $4,132,650,000; 
Littoral Combat Ship, $1,331,591,000; 
LPD–17, $550,000,000; 
Afloat Forward Staging Base, $635,000,000; 
LHA Replacement (AP), $476,543,000; 
LX(R) (AP), $250,000,000; 
Joint High Speed Vessel, $225,000,000; 
TAO Fleet Oiler, $674,190,000; 
T–ATS(X) Fleet Tug, $75,000,000; 
LCU Replacement, $34,000,000; 
Moored Training Ship (AP), $138,200,000; 
Ship to Shore Connector, $210,630,000; 
Service Craft, $30,014,000; 
LCAC Service Life Extension Program, 

$80,738,000; 
YP Craft Maintenance/ROH/SLEP, 

$21,838,000; and 
For outfitting, post delivery, conversions, 

and first destination transportation, 
$613,758,000. 

Completion of Prior Year Shipbuilding 
Programs, $389,305,000. 

In all: $18,704,539,000, to remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That additional obligations may be in-
curred after September 30, 2020, for engineer-
ing services, tests, evaluations, and other 
such budgeted work that must be performed 
in the final stage of ship construction: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds provided 
under this heading for the construction or 
conversion of any naval vessel to be con-
structed in shipyards in the United States 
shall be expended in foreign facilities for the 
construction of major components of such 
vessel: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided under this heading shall be 
used for the construction of any naval vessel 
in foreign shipyards. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, NAVY 
For procurement, production, and mod-

ernization of support equipment and mate-
rials not otherwise provided for, Navy ord-
nance (except ordnance for new aircraft, new 
ships, and ships authorized for conversion); 
the purchase of passenger motor vehicles for 
replacement only; expansion of public and 
private plants, including the land necessary 
therefor, and such lands and interests there-
in, may be acquired, and construction pros-
ecuted thereon prior to approval of title; and 
procurement and installation of equipment, 
appliances, and machine tools in public and 
private plants; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away, $6,484,257,000, to remain available for 
obligation until September 30, 2018. 

PROCUREMENT, MARINE CORPS 
For expenses necessary for the procure-

ment, manufacture, and modification of mis-
siles, armament, military equipment, spare 
parts, and accessories therefor; plant equip-
ment, appliances, and machine tools, and in-
stallation thereof in public and private 
plants; reserve plant and Government and 
contractor-owned equipment layaway; vehi-
cles for the Marine Corps, including the pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only; and expansion of public and 
private plants, including land necessary 
therefor, and such lands and interests there-
in, may be acquired, and construction pros-
ecuted thereon prior to approval of title, 
$1,186,812,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2018. 

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 
For construction, procurement, and modi-

fication of aircraft and equipment, including 

armor and armament, specialized ground 
handling equipment, and training devices, 
spare parts, and accessories therefor; special-
ized equipment; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, Government-owned equipment 
and installation thereof in such plants, erec-
tion of structures, and acquisition of land, 
for the foregoing purposes, and such lands 
and interests therein, may be acquired, and 
construction prosecuted thereon prior to ap-
proval of title; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away; and other expenses necessary for the 
foregoing purposes including rents and trans-
portation of things, $15,756,853,000, to remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2018. 

MISSILE PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 
For construction, procurement, and modi-

fication of missiles, rockets, and related 
equipment, including spare parts and acces-
sories therefor; ground handling equipment, 
and training devices; expansion of public and 
private plants, Government-owned equip-
ment and installation thereof in such plants, 
erection of structures, and acquisition of 
land, for the foregoing purposes, and such 
lands and interests therein, may be acquired, 
and construction prosecuted thereon prior to 
approval of title; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away; and other expenses necessary for the 
foregoing purposes including rents and trans-
portation of things, $2,912,131,000, to remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2018. 

SPACE PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 
For construction, procurement, and modi-

fication of spacecraft, rockets, and related 
equipment, including spare parts and acces-
sories therefor; ground handling equipment, 
and training devices; expansion of public and 
private plants, Government-owned equip-
ment and installation thereof in such plants, 
erection of structures, and acquisition of 
land, for the foregoing purposes, and such 
lands and interests therein, may be acquired, 
and construction prosecuted thereon prior to 
approval of title; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away; and other expenses necessary for the 
foregoing purposes including rents and trans-
portation of things, $2,812,159,000, to remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2018. 

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, AIR FORCE 
For construction, procurement, produc-

tion, and modification of ammunition, and 
accessories therefor; specialized equipment 
and training devices; expansion of public and 
private plants, including ammunition facili-
ties, authorized by section 2854 of title 10, 
United States Code, and the land necessary 
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and 
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon 
prior to approval of title; and procurement 
and installation of equipment, appliances, 
and machine tools in public and private 
plants; reserve plant and Government and 
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and 
other expenses necessary for the foregoing 
purposes, $1,744,993,000, to remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2018. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 
For procurement and modification of 

equipment (including ground guidance and 
electronic control equipment, and ground 
electronic and communication equipment), 
and supplies, materials, and spare parts 
therefor, not otherwise provided for; the pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only; lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles; and expansion of public and private 
plants, Government-owned equipment and 
installation thereof in such plants, erection 

of structures, and acquisition of land, for the 
foregoing purposes, and such lands and inter-
ests therein, may be acquired, and construc-
tion prosecuted thereon, prior to approval of 
title; reserve plant and Government and con-
tractor-owned equipment layaway, 
$18,311,882,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2018. 

PROCUREMENT, DEFENSE-WIDE 
For expenses of activities and agencies of 

the Department of Defense (other than the 
military departments) necessary for procure-
ment, production, and modification of equip-
ment, supplies, materials, and spare parts 
therefor, not otherwise provided for; the pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, equipment, and installation 
thereof in such plants, erection of struc-
tures, and acquisition of land for the fore-
going purposes, and such lands and interests 
therein, may be acquired, and construction 
prosecuted thereon prior to approval of title; 
reserve plant and Government and con-
tractor-owned equipment layaway, 
$5,245,443,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2018. 

DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT PURCHASES 
For activities by the Department of De-

fense pursuant to sections 108, 301, 302, and 
303 of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 
U.S.C. App. 2078, 2091, 2092, and 2093), 
$76,680,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

TITLE IV 
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 

EVALUATION 
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 

EVALUATION, ARMY 
For expenses necessary for basic and ap-

plied scientific research, development, test 
and evaluation, including maintenance, re-
habilitation, lease, and operation of facili-
ties and equipment, $7,565,327,000, to remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2017. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION, NAVY 

For expenses necessary for basic and ap-
plied scientific research, development, test 
and evaluation, including maintenance, re-
habilitation, lease, and operation of facili-
ties and equipment, $18,117,677,000, to remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2017: Provided, That funds appropriated in 
this paragraph which are available for the V– 
22 may be used to meet unique operational 
requirements of the Special Operations 
Forces. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION, AIR FORCE 

For expenses necessary for basic and ap-
plied scientific research, development, test 
and evaluation, including maintenance, re-
habilitation, lease, and operation of facili-
ties and equipment, $25,217,148,000, to remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2017. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For expenses of activities and agencies of 

the Department of Defense (other than the 
military departments), necessary for basic 
and applied scientific research, development, 
test and evaluation; advanced research 
projects as may be designated and deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense, pursuant 
to law; maintenance, rehabilitation, lease, 
and operation of facilities and equipment, 
$18,695,955,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2017: Provided, That, 
of the funds made available in this para-
graph, $250,000,000 for the Defense Rapid In-
novation Program shall only be available for 
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expenses, not otherwise provided for, to in-
clude program management and oversight, 
to conduct research, development, test and 
evaluation to include proof of concept dem-
onstration; engineering, testing, and valida-
tion; and transition to full-scale production: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense may transfer funds provided herein for 
the Defense Rapid Innovation Program to 
appropriations for research, development, 
test and evaluation to accomplish the pur-
pose provided herein: Provided further, That 
this transfer authority is in addition to any 
other transfer authority available to the De-
partment of Defense: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Defense shall, not fewer 
than 30 days prior to making transfers from 
this appropriation, notify the congressional 
defense committees in writing of the details 
of any such transfer. 

OPERATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION, 
DEFENSE 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the independent activities of 
the Director, Operational Test and Evalua-
tion, in the direction and supervision of 
operational test and evaluation, including 
initial operational test and evaluation which 
is conducted prior to, and in support of, pro-
duction decisions; joint operational testing 
and evaluation; and administrative expenses 
in connection therewith, $188,558,000, to re-
main available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

TITLE V 

REVOLVING AND MANAGEMENT FUNDS 

DEFENSE WORKING CAPITAL FUNDS 

For the Defense Working Capital Funds, 
$1,738,768,000. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE SEALIFT FUND 

For National Defense Sealift Fund pro-
grams, projects, and activities, and for ex-
penses of the National Defense Reserve 
Fleet, as established by section 11 of the 
Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. 
App. 1744), and for the necessary expenses to 
maintain and preserve a U.S.-flag merchant 
fleet to serve the national security needs of 
the United States, $474,164,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That 
none of the funds provided in this paragraph 
shall be used to award a new contract that 
provides for the acquisition of any of the fol-
lowing major components unless such com-
ponents are manufactured in the United 
States: auxiliary equipment, including 
pumps, for all shipboard services; propulsion 
system components (engines, reduction 
gears, and propellers); shipboard cranes; and 
spreaders for shipboard cranes: Provided fur-
ther, That the exercise of an option in a con-
tract awarded through the obligation of pre-
viously appropriated funds shall not be con-
sidered to be the award of a new contract: 
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided in this paragraph shall be used to 
award a new contract for the construction, 
acquisition, or conversion of vessels, includ-
ing procurement of critical, long lead time 
components and designs for vessels to be 
constructed or converted in the future: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of the mili-
tary department responsible for such pro-
curement may waive the restrictions in the 
first proviso on a case-by-case basis by certi-
fying in writing to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate that adequate domestic sup-
plies are not available to meet Department 
of Defense requirements on a timely basis 
and that such an acquisition must be made 
in order to acquire capability for national se-
curity purposes. 

TITLE VI 
OTHER DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

PROGRAMS 
DEFENSE HEALTH PROGRAM 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
for medical and health care programs of the 
Department of Defense as authorized by law, 
$32,329,490,000; of which $29,842,167,000 shall be 
for operation and maintenance, of which not 
to exceed one percent shall remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2017, and 
of which up to $14,579,612,000 may be avail-
able for contracts entered into under the 
TRICARE program; of which $365,390,000, to 
remain available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2018, shall be for procurement; and 
of which $2,121,933,000, to remain available 
for obligation until September 30, 2017, shall 
be for research, development, test and eval-
uation: Provided, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, of the amount made 
available under this heading for research, de-
velopment, test and evaluation, not less than 
$8,000,000 shall be available for HIV preven-
tion educational activities undertaken in 
connection with United States military 
training, exercises, and humanitarian assist-
ance activities conducted primarily in Afri-
can nations: Provided further, That of the 
funds provided under this heading for re-
search, development, test and evaluation, 
not less than $943,300,000 shall be made avail-
able to the United States Army Medical Re-
search and Materiel Command to carry out 
the congressionally directed medical re-
search programs. 

CHEMICAL AGENTS AND MUNITIONS 
DESTRUCTION, DEFENSE 

For expenses, not otherwise provided for, 
necessary for the destruction of the United 
States stockpile of lethal chemical agents 
and munitions in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 1412 of the Department of 
Defense Authorization Act, 1986 (50 U.S.C. 
1521), and for the destruction of other chem-
ical warfare materials that are not in the 
chemical weapon stockpile, $699,821,000, of 
which $118,198,000 shall be for operation and 
maintenance, of which no less than 
$50,743,000 shall be for the Chemical Stock-
pile Emergency Preparedness Program, con-
sisting of $21,289,000 for activities on mili-
tary installations and $29,454,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, to assist 
State and local governments; $2,281,000 shall 
be for procurement, to remain available 
until September 30, 2018, of which $2,281,000 
shall be for the Chemical Stockpile Emer-
gency Preparedness Program to assist State 
and local governments; and $579,342,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017, 
shall be for research, development, test and 
evaluation, of which $569,339,000 shall only be 
for the Assembled Chemical Weapons Alter-
natives program. 

DRUG INTERDICTION AND COUNTER-DRUG 
ACTIVITIES, DEFENSE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For drug interdiction and counter-drug ac-

tivities of the Department of Defense, for 
transfer to appropriations available to the 
Department of Defense for military per-
sonnel of the reserve components serving 
under the provisions of title 10 and title 32, 
United States Code; for operation and main-
tenance; for procurement; and for research, 
development, test and evaluation, 
$1,050,598,000, of which $716,109,000 shall be for 
counter-narcotics support; $121,589,000 shall 
be for the drug demand reduction program; 
$192,900,000 shall be for the National Guard 
counter-drug program; and $20,000,000 shall 
be for the National Guard counter-drug 
schools program: Provided, That the funds 
appropriated under this heading shall be 
available for obligation for the same time 

period and for the same purpose as the ap-
propriation to which transferred: Provided 
further, That upon a determination that all 
or part of the funds transferred from this ap-
propriation are not necessary for the pur-
poses provided herein, such amounts may be 
transferred back to this appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority 
provided under this heading is in addition to 
any other transfer authority contained else-
where in this Act. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For expenses and activities of the Office of 

the Inspector General in carrying out the 
provisions of the Inspector General Act of 
1978, as amended, $312,559,000, of which 
$310,459,000 shall be for operation and main-
tenance, of which not to exceed $700,000 is 
available for emergencies and extraordinary 
expenses to be expended on the approval or 
authority of the Inspector General, and pay-
ments may be made on the Inspector Gen-
eral’s certificate of necessity for confidential 
military purposes; and of which $2,100,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017, 
shall be for research, development, test and 
evaluation. 

TITLE VII 
RELATED AGENCIES 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY RETIREMENT 
AND DISABILITY SYSTEM FUND 

For payment to the Central Intelligence 
Agency Retirement and Disability System 
Fund, to maintain the proper funding level 
for continuing the operation of the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, $514,000,000. 

INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT 
ACCOUNT 

For necessary expenses of the Intelligence 
Community Management Account, 
$505,206,000. 

TITLE VIII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 8001. No part of any appropriation 
contained in this Act shall be used for pub-
licity or propaganda purposes not authorized 
by the Congress. 

SEC. 8002. During the current fiscal year, 
provisions of law prohibiting the payment of 
compensation to, or employment of, any per-
son not a citizen of the United States shall 
not apply to personnel of the Department of 
Defense: Provided, That salary increases 
granted to direct and indirect hire foreign 
national employees of the Department of De-
fense funded by this Act shall not be at a 
rate in excess of the percentage increase au-
thorized by law for civilian employees of the 
Department of Defense whose pay is com-
puted under the provisions of section 5332 of 
title 5, United States Code, or at a rate in ex-
cess of the percentage increase provided by 
the appropriate host nation to its own em-
ployees, whichever is higher: Provided fur-
ther, That this section shall not apply to De-
partment of Defense foreign service national 
employees serving at United States diplo-
matic missions whose pay is set by the De-
partment of State under the Foreign Service 
Act of 1980: Provided further, That the limita-
tions of this provision shall not apply to for-
eign national employees of the Department 
of Defense in the Republic of Turkey. 

SEC. 8003. No part of any appropriation 
contained in this Act shall remain available 
for obligation beyond the current fiscal year, 
unless expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 8004. No more than 20 percent of the 
appropriations in this Act which are limited 
for obligation during the current fiscal year 
shall be obligated during the last 2 months of 
the fiscal year: Provided, That this section 
shall not apply to obligations for support of 
active duty training of reserve components 
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or summer camp training of the Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8005. Upon determination by the Sec-

retary of Defense that such action is nec-
essary in the national interest, he may, with 
the approval of the Office of Management 
and Budget, transfer not to exceed 
$4,500,000,000 of working capital funds of the 
Department of Defense or funds made avail-
able in this Act to the Department of De-
fense for military functions (except military 
construction) between such appropriations 
or funds or any subdivision thereof, to be 
merged with and to be available for the same 
purposes, and for the same time period, as 
the appropriation or fund to which trans-
ferred: Provided, That such authority to 
transfer may not be used unless for higher 
priority items, based on unforeseen military 
requirements, than those for which origi-
nally appropriated and in no case where the 
item for which funds are requested has been 
denied by the Congress: Provided further, 
That the Secretary of Defense shall notify 
the Congress promptly of all transfers made 
pursuant to this authority or any other au-
thority in this Act: Provided further, That no 
part of the funds in this Act shall be avail-
able to prepare or present a request to the 
Committees on Appropriations for re-
programming of funds, unless for higher pri-
ority items, based on unforeseen military re-
quirements, than those for which originally 
appropriated and in no case where the item 
for which reprogramming is requested has 
been denied by the Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That a request for multiple 
reprogrammings of funds using authority 
provided in this section shall be made prior 
to June 30, 2016: Provided further, That trans-
fers among military personnel appropria-
tions shall not be taken into account for pur-
poses of the limitation on the amount of 
funds that may be transferred under this sec-
tion. 

SEC. 8006. (a) With regard to the list of spe-
cific programs, projects, and activities (and 
the dollar amounts and adjustments to budg-
et activities corresponding to such programs, 
projects, and activities) contained in the ta-
bles titled ‘‘Explanation of Project Level Ad-
justments’’ in the explanatory statement re-
garding this Act, the obligation and expendi-
ture of amounts appropriated or otherwise 
made available in this Act for those pro-
grams, projects, and activities for which the 
amounts appropriated exceed the amounts 
requested are hereby required by law to be 
carried out in the manner provided by such 
tables to the same extent as if the tables 
were included in the text of this Act. 

(b) Amounts specified in the referenced ta-
bles described in subsection (a) shall not be 
treated as subdivisions of appropriations for 
purposes of section 8005 of this Act: Provided, 
That section 8005 shall apply when transfers 
of the amounts described in subsection (a) 
occur between appropriation accounts. 

SEC. 8007. (a) Not later than 60 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Department of 
Defense shall submit a report to the congres-
sional defense committees to establish the 
baseline for application of reprogramming 
and transfer authorities for fiscal year 2016: 
Provided, That the report shall include— 

(1) a table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the President’s 
budget request, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if appropriate, and the fiscal year en-
acted level; 

(2) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation both by budget activity and pro-
gram, project, and activity as detailed in the 
Budget Appendix; and 

(3) an identification of items of special 
congressional interest. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 8005 of this 
Act, none of the funds provided in this Act 
shall be available for reprogramming or 
transfer until the report identified in sub-
section (a) is submitted to the congressional 
defense committees, unless the Secretary of 
Defense certifies in writing to the congres-
sional defense committees that such re-
programming or transfer is necessary as an 
emergency requirement: Provided, That this 
subsection shall not apply to transfers from 
the following appropriations accounts: 

(1) ‘‘Environmental Restoration, Army’’; 
(2) ‘‘Environmental Restoration, Navy’’; 
(3) ‘‘Environmental Restoration, Air 

Force’’; 
(4) ‘‘Environmental Restoration, Defense- 

wide’’; and 
(5) ‘‘Environmental Restoration, Formerly 

Used Defense Sites’’. 
(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 8008. During the current fiscal year, 
cash balances in working capital funds of the 
Department of Defense established pursuant 
to section 2208 of title 10, United States 
Code, may be maintained in only such 
amounts as are necessary at any time for 
cash disbursements to be made from such 
funds: Provided, That transfers may be made 
between such funds: Provided further, That 
transfers may be made between working cap-
ital funds and the ‘‘Foreign Currency Fluc-
tuations, Defense’’ appropriation and the 
‘‘Operation and Maintenance’’ appropriation 
accounts in such amounts as may be deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense, with the 
approval of the Office of Management and 
Budget, except that such transfers may not 
be made unless the Secretary of Defense has 
notified the Congress of the proposed trans-
fer: Provided further, That except in amounts 
equal to the amounts appropriated to work-
ing capital funds in this Act, no obligations 
may be made against a working capital fund 
to procure or increase the value of war re-
serve material inventory, unless the Sec-
retary of Defense has notified the Congress 
prior to any such obligation. 

SEC. 8009. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may not be used to initiate a special access 
program without prior notification 30 cal-
endar days in advance to the congressional 
defense committees. 

SEC. 8010. None of the funds provided in 
this Act shall be available to initiate: (1) a 
multiyear contract that employs economic 
order quantity procurement in excess of 
$20,000,000 in any one year of the contract or 
that includes an unfunded contingent liabil-
ity in excess of $20,000,000; or (2) a contract 
for advance procurement leading to a 
multiyear contract that employs economic 
order quantity procurement in excess of 
$20,000,000 in any one year, unless the con-
gressional defense committees have been no-
tified at least 30 days in advance of the pro-
posed contract award: Provided, That no part 
of any appropriation contained in this Act 
shall be available to initiate a multiyear 
contract for which the economic order quan-
tity advance procurement is not funded at 
least to the limits of the Government’s li-
ability: Provided further, That no part of any 
appropriation contained in this Act shall be 
available to initiate multiyear procurement 
contracts for any systems or component 
thereof if the value of the multiyear con-
tract would exceed $500,000,000 unless specifi-
cally provided in this Act: Provided further, 
That no multiyear procurement contract can 
be terminated without 30-day prior notifica-
tion to the congressional defense commit-
tees: Provided further, That the execution of 
multiyear authority shall require the use of 
a present value analysis to determine lowest 
cost compared to an annual procurement: 
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-

vided in this Act may be used for a 
multiyear contract executed after the date 
of the enactment of this Act unless in the 
case of any such contract— 

(1) the Secretary of Defense has submitted 
to Congress a budget request for full funding 
of units to be procured through the contract 
and, in the case of a contract for procure-
ment of aircraft, that includes, for any air-
craft unit to be procured through the con-
tract for which procurement funds are re-
quested in that budget request for produc-
tion beyond advance procurement activities 
in the fiscal year covered by the budget, full 
funding of procurement of such unit in that 
fiscal year; 

(2) cancellation provisions in the contract 
do not include consideration of recurring 
manufacturing costs of the contractor asso-
ciated with the production of unfunded units 
to be delivered under the contract; 

(3) the contract provides that payments to 
the contractor under the contract shall not 
be made in advance of incurred costs on 
funded units; and 

(4) the contract does not provide for a price 
adjustment based on a failure to award a fol-
low-on contract. 

SEC. 8011. Within the funds appropriated 
for the operation and maintenance of the 
Armed Forces, funds are hereby appropriated 
pursuant to section 401 of title 10, United 
States Code, for humanitarian and civic as-
sistance costs under chapter 20 of title 10, 
United States Code. Such funds may also be 
obligated for humanitarian and civic assist-
ance costs incidental to authorized oper-
ations and pursuant to authority granted in 
section 401 of chapter 20 of title 10, United 
States Code, and these obligations shall be 
reported as required by section 401(d) of title 
10, United States Code: Provided, That funds 
available for operation and maintenance 
shall be available for providing humani-
tarian and similar assistance by using Civic 
Action Teams in the Trust Territories of the 
Pacific Islands and freely associated states 
of Micronesia, pursuant to the Compact of 
Free Association as authorized by Public 
Law 99–239: Provided further, That upon a de-
termination by the Secretary of the Army 
that such action is beneficial for graduate 
medical education programs conducted at 
Army medical facilities located in Hawaii, 
the Secretary of the Army may authorize 
the provision of medical services at such fa-
cilities and transportation to such facilities, 
on a nonreimbursable basis, for civilian pa-
tients from American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the 
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia, Palau, and Guam. 

SEC. 8012. (a) During fiscal year 2016, the ci-
vilian personnel of the Department of De-
fense may not be managed on the basis of 
any end-strength, and the management of 
such personnel during that fiscal year shall 
not be subject to any constraint or limita-
tion (known as an end-strength) on the num-
ber of such personnel who may be employed 
on the last day of such fiscal year. 

(b) The fiscal year 2017 budget request for 
the Department of Defense as well as all jus-
tification material and other documentation 
supporting the fiscal year 2017 Department of 
Defense budget request shall be prepared and 
submitted to the Congress as if subsections 
(a) and (b) of this provision were effective 
with regard to fiscal year 2017. 

(c) As required by section 1107 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2014 (Public Law 113–66; 10 U.S.C. 2358 
note) civilian personnel at the Department 
of Army Science and Technology Reinven-
tion Laboratories may not be managed on 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00089 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9466 December 17, 2015 
the basis of the Table of Distribution and Al-
lowances, and the management of the work-
force strength shall be done in a manner con-
sistent with the budget available with re-
spect to such Laboratories. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to apply to military (civilian) techni-
cians. 

SEC. 8013. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be used in any way, directly 
or indirectly, to influence congressional ac-
tion on any legislation or appropriation mat-
ters pending before the Congress. 

SEC. 8014. None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act shall be available for the basic 
pay and allowances of any member of the 
Army participating as a full-time student 
and receiving benefits paid by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs from the Department of 
Defense Education Benefits Fund when time 
spent as a full-time student is credited to-
ward completion of a service commitment: 
Provided, That this section shall not apply to 
those members who have reenlisted with this 
option prior to October 1, 1987: Provided fur-
ther, That this section applies only to active 
components of the Army. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8015. Funds appropriated in title III of 

this Act for the Department of Defense Pilot 
Mentor-Protégé Program may be transferred 
to any other appropriation contained in this 
Act solely for the purpose of implementing a 
Mentor-Protégé Program developmental as-
sistance agreement pursuant to section 831 
of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 1991 (Public Law 101–510; 10 
U.S.C. 2302 note), as amended, under the au-
thority of this provision or any other trans-
fer authority contained in this Act. 

SEC. 8016. None of the funds in this Act 
may be available for the purchase by the De-
partment of Defense (and its departments 
and agencies) of welded shipboard anchor and 
mooring chain 4 inches in diameter and 
under unless the anchor and mooring chain 
are manufactured in the United States from 
components which are substantially manu-
factured in the United States: Provided, That 
for the purpose of this section, the term 
‘‘manufactured’’ shall include cutting, heat 
treating, quality control, testing of chain 
and welding (including the forging and shot 
blasting process): Provided further, That for 
the purpose of this section substantially all 
of the components of anchor and mooring 
chain shall be considered to be produced or 
manufactured in the United States if the ag-
gregate cost of the components produced or 
manufactured in the United States exceeds 
the aggregate cost of the components pro-
duced or manufactured outside the United 
States: Provided further, That when adequate 
domestic supplies are not available to meet 
Department of Defense requirements on a 
timely basis, the Secretary of the service re-
sponsible for the procurement may waive 
this restriction on a case-by-case basis by 
certifying in writing to the Committees on 
Appropriations that such an acquisition 
must be made in order to acquire capability 
for national security purposes. 

SEC. 8017. Of the amounts appropriated for 
‘‘Working Capital Fund, Army’’, $145,000,000 
shall be available to maintain competitive 
rates at the arsenals. 

SEC. 8018. None of the funds available to 
the Department of Defense may be used to 
demilitarize or dispose of M–1 Carbines, M–1 
Garand rifles, M–14 rifles, .22 caliber rifles, 
.30 caliber rifles, or M–1911 pistols, or to de-
militarize or destroy small arms ammuni-
tion or ammunition components that are not 
otherwise prohibited from commercial sale 
under Federal law, unless the small arms 
ammunition or ammunition components are 
certified by the Secretary of the Army or 

designee as unserviceable or unsafe for fur-
ther use. 

SEC. 8019. No more than $500,000 of the 
funds appropriated or made available in this 
Act shall be used during a single fiscal year 
for any single relocation of an organization, 
unit, activity or function of the Department 
of Defense into or within the National Cap-
ital Region: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Defense may waive this restriction on a case- 
by-case basis by certifying in writing to the 
congressional defense committees that such 
a relocation is required in the best interest 
of the Government. 

SEC. 8020. Of the funds made available in 
this Act, $15,000,000 shall be available for in-
centive payments authorized by section 504 
of the Indian Financing Act of 1974 (25 U.S.C. 
1544): Provided, That a prime contractor or a 
subcontractor at any tier that makes a sub-
contract award to any subcontractor or sup-
plier as defined in section 1544 of title 25, 
United States Code, or a small business 
owned and controlled by an individual or in-
dividuals defined under section 4221(9) of 
title 25, United States Code, shall be consid-
ered a contractor for the purposes of being 
allowed additional compensation under sec-
tion 504 of the Indian Financing Act of 1974 
(25 U.S.C. 1544) whenever the prime contract 
or subcontract amount is over $500,000 and 
involves the expenditure of funds appro-
priated by an Act making appropriations for 
the Department of Defense with respect to 
any fiscal year: Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 1906 of title 41, United 
States Code, this section shall be applicable 
to any Department of Defense acquisition of 
supplies or services, including any contract 
and any subcontract at any tier for acquisi-
tion of commercial items produced or manu-
factured, in whole or in part, by any subcon-
tractor or supplier defined in section 1544 of 
title 25, United States Code, or a small busi-
ness owned and controlled by an individual 
or individuals defined under section 4221(9) of 
title 25, United States Code. 

SEC. 8021. Funds appropriated by this Act 
for the Defense Media Activity shall not be 
used for any national or international polit-
ical or psychological activities. 

SEC. 8022. During the current fiscal year, 
the Department of Defense is authorized to 
incur obligations of not to exceed $350,000,000 
for purposes specified in section 2350j(c) of 
title 10, United States Code, in anticipation 
of receipt of contributions, only from the 
Government of Kuwait, under that section: 
Provided, That, upon receipt, such contribu-
tions from the Government of Kuwait shall 
be credited to the appropriations or fund 
which incurred such obligations. 

SEC. 8023. (a) Of the funds made available 
in this Act, not less than $39,500,000 shall be 
available for the Civil Air Patrol Corpora-
tion, of which— 

(1) $27,400,000 shall be available from ‘‘Op-
eration and Maintenance, Air Force’’ to sup-
port Civil Air Patrol Corporation operation 
and maintenance, readiness, counter-drug 
activities, and drug demand reduction activi-
ties involving youth programs; 

(2) $10,400,000 shall be available from ‘‘Air-
craft Procurement, Air Force’’; and 

(3) $1,700,000 shall be available from ‘‘Other 
Procurement, Air Force’’ for vehicle pro-
curement. 

(b) The Secretary of the Air Force should 
waive reimbursement for any funds used by 
the Civil Air Patrol for counter-drug activi-
ties in support of Federal, State, and local 
government agencies. 

SEC. 8024. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated in this Act are available to establish 
a new Department of Defense (department) 
federally funded research and development 
center (FFRDC), either as a new entity, or as 
a separate entity administrated by an orga-

nization managing another FFRDC, or as a 
nonprofit membership corporation con-
sisting of a consortium of other FFRDCs and 
other nonprofit entities. 

(b) No member of a Board of Directors, 
Trustees, Overseers, Advisory Group, Special 
Issues Panel, Visiting Committee, or any 
similar entity of a defense FFRDC, and no 
paid consultant to any defense FFRDC, ex-
cept when acting in a technical advisory ca-
pacity, may be compensated for his or her 
services as a member of such entity, or as a 
paid consultant by more than one FFRDC in 
a fiscal year: Provided, That a member of any 
such entity referred to previously in this 
subsection shall be allowed travel expenses 
and per diem as authorized under the Federal 
Joint Travel Regulations, when engaged in 
the performance of membership duties. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, none of the funds available to the de-
partment from any source during fiscal year 
2016 may be used by a defense FFRDC, 
through a fee or other payment mechanism, 
for construction of new buildings, for pay-
ment of cost sharing for projects funded by 
Government grants, for absorption of con-
tract overruns, or for certain charitable con-
tributions, not to include employee partici-
pation in community service and/or develop-
ment: Provided, That up to 1 percent of funds 
provided in this Act for support of defense 
FFRDCs may be used for planning and design 
of scientific or engineering facilities: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Defense 
shall notify the congressional defense com-
mittees 15 days in advance of exercising the 
authority in the previous proviso. 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, of the funds available to the department 
during fiscal year 2016, not more than 5,750 
staff years of technical effort (staff years) 
may be funded for defense FFRDCs: Provided, 
That, of the specific amount referred to pre-
viously in this subsection, not more than 
1,125 staff years may be funded for the de-
fense studies and analysis FFRDCs: Provided 
further, That this subsection shall not apply 
to staff years funded in the National Intel-
ligence Program (NIP) and the Military In-
telligence Program (MIP). 

(e) The Secretary of Defense shall, with the 
submission of the department’s fiscal year 
2017 budget request, submit a report pre-
senting the specific amounts of staff years of 
technical effort to be allocated for each de-
fense FFRDC during that fiscal year and the 
associated budget estimates. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the total amount appropriated in 
this Act for FFRDCs is hereby reduced by 
$65,000,000. 

SEC. 8025. None of the funds appropriated 
or made available in this Act shall be used to 
procure carbon, alloy, or armor steel plate 
for use in any Government-owned facility or 
property under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense which were not melted and 
rolled in the United States or Canada: Pro-
vided, That these procurement restrictions 
shall apply to any and all Federal Supply 
Class 9515, American Society of Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) or American Iron and 
Steel Institute (AISI) specifications of car-
bon, alloy or armor steel plate: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of the military de-
partment responsible for the procurement 
may waive this restriction on a case-by-case 
basis by certifying in writing to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate that adequate 
domestic supplies are not available to meet 
Department of Defense requirements on a 
timely basis and that such an acquisition 
must be made in order to acquire capability 
for national security purposes: Provided fur-
ther, That these restrictions shall not apply 
to contracts which are in being as of the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
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SEC. 8026. For the purposes of this Act, the 

term ‘‘congressional defense committees’’ 
means the Armed Services Committee of the 
House of Representatives, the Armed Serv-
ices Committee of the Senate, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives. 

SEC. 8027. During the current fiscal year, 
the Department of Defense may acquire the 
modification, depot maintenance and repair 
of aircraft, vehicles and vessels as well as the 
production of components and other Defense- 
related articles, through competition be-
tween Department of Defense depot mainte-
nance activities and private firms: Provided, 
That the Senior Acquisition Executive of the 
military department or Defense Agency con-
cerned, with power of delegation, shall cer-
tify that successful bids include comparable 
estimates of all direct and indirect costs for 
both public and private bids: Provided further, 
That Office of Management and Budget Cir-
cular A–76 shall not apply to competitions 
conducted under this section. 

SEC. 8028. (a)(1) If the Secretary of Defense, 
after consultation with the United States 
Trade Representative, determines that a for-
eign country which is party to an agreement 
described in paragraph (2) has violated the 
terms of the agreement by discriminating 
against certain types of products produced in 
the United States that are covered by the 
agreement, the Secretary of Defense shall re-
scind the Secretary’s blanket waiver of the 
Buy American Act with respect to such 
types of products produced in that foreign 
country. 

(2) An agreement referred to in paragraph 
(1) is any reciprocal defense procurement 
memorandum of understanding, between the 
United States and a foreign country pursu-
ant to which the Secretary of Defense has 
prospectively waived the Buy American Act 
for certain products in that country. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense shall submit 
to the Congress a report on the amount of 
Department of Defense purchases from for-
eign entities in fiscal year 2016. Such report 
shall separately indicate the dollar value of 
items for which the Buy American Act was 
waived pursuant to any agreement described 
in subsection (a)(2), the Trade Agreement 
Act of 1979 (19 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), or any 
international agreement to which the United 
States is a party. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘Buy American Act’’ means chapter 83 of 
title 41, United States Code. 

SEC. 8029. During the current fiscal year, 
amounts contained in the Department of De-
fense Overseas Military Facility Investment 
Recovery Account established by section 
2921(c)(1) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act of 1991 (Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 
2687 note) shall be available until expended 
for the payments specified by section 
2921(c)(2) of that Act. 

SEC. 8030. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Secretary of the Air 
Force may convey at no cost to the Air 
Force, without consideration, to Indian 
tribes located in the States of Nevada, Idaho, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Or-
egon, Minnesota, and Washington 
relocatable military housing units located at 
Grand Forks Air Force Base, Malmstrom Air 
Force Base, Mountain Home Air Force Base, 
Ellsworth Air Force Base, and Minot Air 
Force Base that are excess to the needs of 
the Air Force. 

(b) The Secretary of the Air Force shall 
convey, at no cost to the Air Force, military 
housing units under subsection (a) in accord-
ance with the request for such units that are 
submitted to the Secretary by the Operation 

Walking Shield Program on behalf of Indian 
tribes located in the States of Nevada, Idaho, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Or-
egon, Minnesota, and Washington. Any such 
conveyance shall be subject to the condition 
that the housing units shall be removed 
within a reasonable period of time, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(c) The Operation Walking Shield Program 
shall resolve any conflicts among requests of 
Indian tribes for housing units under sub-
section (a) before submitting requests to the 
Secretary of the Air Force under subsection 
(b). 

(d) In this section, the term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 
means any recognized Indian tribe included 
on the current list published by the Sec-
retary of the Interior under section 104 of the 
Federally Recognized Indian Tribe Act of 
1994 (Public Law 103–454; 108 Stat. 4792; 25 
U.S.C. 479a–1). 

SEC. 8031. During the current fiscal year, 
appropriations which are available to the De-
partment of Defense for operation and main-
tenance may be used to purchase items hav-
ing an investment item unit cost of not more 
than $250,000. 

SEC. 8032. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to— 

(1) disestablish, or prepare to disestablish, 
a Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
program in accordance with Department of 
Defense Instruction Number 1215.08, dated 
June 26, 2006; or 

(2) close, downgrade from host to extension 
center, or place on probation a Senior Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps program in ac-
cordance with the information paper of the 
Department of the Army titled ‘‘Army Sen-
ior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (SROTC) 
Program Review and Criteria’’, dated Janu-
ary 27, 2014. 

SEC. 8033. The Secretary of Defense shall 
issue regulations to prohibit the sale of any 
tobacco or tobacco-related products in mili-
tary resale outlets in the United States, its 
territories and possessions at a price below 
the most competitive price in the local com-
munity: Provided, That such regulations 
shall direct that the prices of tobacco or to-
bacco-related products in overseas military 
retail outlets shall be within the range of 
prices established for military retail system 
stores located in the United States. 

SEC. 8034. (a) During the current fiscal 
year, none of the appropriations or funds 
available to the Department of Defense 
Working Capital Funds shall be used for the 
purchase of an investment item for the pur-
pose of acquiring a new inventory item for 
sale or anticipated sale during the current 
fiscal year or a subsequent fiscal year to cus-
tomers of the Department of Defense Work-
ing Capital Funds if such an item would not 
have been chargeable to the Department of 
Defense Business Operations Fund during fis-
cal year 1994 and if the purchase of such an 
investment item would be chargeable during 
the current fiscal year to appropriations 
made to the Department of Defense for pro-
curement. 

(b) The fiscal year 2017 budget request for 
the Department of Defense as well as all jus-
tification material and other documentation 
supporting the fiscal year 2017 Department of 
Defense budget shall be prepared and sub-
mitted to the Congress on the basis that any 
equipment which was classified as an end 
item and funded in a procurement appropria-
tion contained in this Act shall be budgeted 
for in a proposed fiscal year 2017 procure-
ment appropriation and not in the supply 
management business area or any other area 
or category of the Department of Defense 
Working Capital Funds. 

SEC. 8035. None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act for programs of the Central In-
telligence Agency shall remain available for 

obligation beyond the current fiscal year, ex-
cept for funds appropriated for the Reserve 
for Contingencies, which shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017: Provided, That 
funds appropriated, transferred, or otherwise 
credited to the Central Intelligence Agency 
Central Services Working Capital Fund dur-
ing this or any prior or subsequent fiscal 
year shall remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That any funds appropriated 
or transferred to the Central Intelligence 
Agency for advanced research and develop-
ment acquisition, for agent operations, and 
for covert action programs authorized by the 
President under section 503 of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3093) shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017. 

SEC. 8036. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds made available in this 
Act for the Defense Intelligence Agency may 
be used for the design, development, and de-
ployment of General Defense Intelligence 
Program intelligence communications and 
intelligence information systems for the 
Services, the Unified and Specified Com-
mands, and the component commands. 

SEC. 8037. Of the funds appropriated to the 
Department of Defense under the heading 
‘‘Operation and Maintenance, Defense- 
Wide’’, not less than $12,000,000 shall be made 
available only for the mitigation of environ-
mental impacts, including training and tech-
nical assistance to tribes, related adminis-
trative support, the gathering of informa-
tion, documenting of environmental damage, 
and developing a system for prioritization of 
mitigation and cost to complete estimates 
for mitigation, on Indian lands resulting 
from Department of Defense activities. 

SEC. 8038. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated in this Act may be expended by an 
entity of the Department of Defense unless 
the entity, in expending the funds, complies 
with the Buy American Act. For purposes of 
this subsection, the term ‘‘Buy American 
Act’’ means chapter 83 of title 41, United 
States Code. 

(b) If the Secretary of Defense determines 
that a person has been convicted of inten-
tionally affixing a label bearing a ‘‘Made in 
America’’ inscription to any product sold in 
or shipped to the United States that is not 
made in America, the Secretary shall deter-
mine, in accordance with section 2410f of 
title 10, United States Code, whether the per-
son should be debarred from contracting 
with the Department of Defense. 

(c) In the case of any equipment or prod-
ucts purchased with appropriations provided 
under this Act, it is the sense of the Congress 
that any entity of the Department of De-
fense, in expending the appropriation, pur-
chase only American-made equipment and 
products, provided that American-made 
equipment and products are cost-competi-
tive, quality competitive, and available in a 
timely fashion. 

SEC. 8039. None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act and hereafter shall be available 
for a contract for studies, analysis, or con-
sulting services entered into without com-
petition on the basis of an unsolicited pro-
posal unless the head of the activity respon-
sible for the procurement determines— 

(1) as a result of thorough technical eval-
uation, only one source is found fully quali-
fied to perform the proposed work; 

(2) the purpose of the contract is to explore 
an unsolicited proposal which offers signifi-
cant scientific or technological promise, rep-
resents the product of original thinking, and 
was submitted in confidence by one source; 
or 

(3) the purpose of the contract is to take 
advantage of unique and significant indus-
trial accomplishment by a specific concern, 
or to insure that a new product or idea of a 
specific concern is given financial support: 
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Provided, That this limitation shall not 
apply to contracts in an amount of less than 
$25,000, contracts related to improvements of 
equipment that is in development or produc-
tion, or contracts as to which a civilian offi-
cial of the Department of Defense, who has 
been confirmed by the Senate, determines 
that the award of such contract is in the in-
terest of the national defense. 

SEC. 8040. (a) Except as provided in sub-
sections (b) and (c), none of the funds made 
available by this Act may be used— 

(1) to establish a field operating agency; or 
(2) to pay the basic pay of a member of the 

Armed Forces or civilian employee of the de-
partment who is transferred or reassigned 
from a headquarters activity if the member 
or employee’s place of duty remains at the 
location of that headquarters. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense or Secretary 
of a military department may waive the lim-
itations in subsection (a), on a case-by-case 
basis, if the Secretary determines, and cer-
tifies to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate that the granting of the waiver will re-
duce the personnel requirements or the fi-
nancial requirements of the department. 

(c) This section does not apply to— 
(1) field operating agencies funded within 

the National Intelligence Program; 
(2) an Army field operating agency estab-

lished to eliminate, mitigate, or counter the 
effects of improvised explosive devices, and, 
as determined by the Secretary of the Army, 
other similar threats; 

(3) an Army field operating agency estab-
lished to improve the effectiveness and effi-
ciencies of biometric activities and to inte-
grate common biometric technologies 
throughout the Department of Defense; or 

(4) an Air Force field operating agency es-
tablished to administer the Air Force Mor-
tuary Affairs Program and Mortuary Oper-
ations for the Department of Defense and au-
thorized Federal entities. 

SEC. 8041. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated by this Act shall be available to con-
vert to contractor performance an activity 
or function of the Department of Defense 
that, on or after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, is performed by Department of De-
fense civilian employees unless— 

(1) the conversion is based on the result of 
a public-private competition that includes a 
most efficient and cost effective organiza-
tion plan developed by such activity or func-
tion; 

(2) the Competitive Sourcing Official deter-
mines that, over all performance periods 
stated in the solicitation of offers for per-
formance of the activity or function, the 
cost of performance of the activity or func-
tion by a contractor would be less costly to 
the Department of Defense by an amount 
that equals or exceeds the lesser of— 

(A) 10 percent of the most efficient organi-
zation’s personnel-related costs for perform-
ance of that activity or function by Federal 
employees; or 

(B) $10,000,000; and 
(3) the contractor does not receive an ad-

vantage for a proposal that would reduce 
costs for the Department of Defense by— 

(A) not making an employer-sponsored 
health insurance plan available to the work-
ers who are to be employed in the perform-
ance of that activity or function under the 
contract; or 

(B) offering to such workers an employer- 
sponsored health benefits plan that requires 
the employer to contribute less towards the 
premium or subscription share than the 
amount that is paid by the Department of 
Defense for health benefits for civilian em-
ployees under chapter 89 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(b)(1) The Department of Defense, without 
regard to subsection (a) of this section or 

subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 2461 of 
title 10, United States Code, and notwith-
standing any administrative regulation, re-
quirement, or policy to the contrary shall 
have full authority to enter into a contract 
for the performance of any commercial or in-
dustrial type function of the Department of 
Defense that— 

(A) is included on the procurement list es-
tablished pursuant to section 2 of the Javits- 
Wagner-O’Day Act (section 8503 of title 41, 
United States Code); 

(B) is planned to be converted to perform-
ance by a qualified nonprofit agency for the 
blind or by a qualified nonprofit agency for 
other severely handicapped individuals in ac-
cordance with that Act; or 

(C) is planned to be converted to perform-
ance by a qualified firm under at least 51 per-
cent ownership by an Indian tribe, as defined 
in section 4(e) of the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 
450b(e)), or a Native Hawaiian Organization, 
as defined in section 8(a)(15) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(a)(15)). 

(2) This section shall not apply to depot 
contracts or contracts for depot mainte-
nance as provided in sections 2469 and 2474 of 
title 10, United States Code. 

(c) The conversion of any activity or func-
tion of the Department of Defense under the 
authority provided by this section shall be 
credited toward any competitive or out-
sourcing goal, target, or measurement that 
may be established by statute, regulation, or 
policy and is deemed to be awarded under the 
authority of, and in compliance with, sub-
section (h) of section 2304 of title 10, United 
States Code, for the competition or out-
sourcing of commercial activities. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 8042. Of the funds appropriated in De-

partment of Defense Appropriations Acts, 
the following funds are hereby rescinded 
from the following accounts and programs in 
the specified amounts: Provided, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism or as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to the Concurrent Resolution 
on the Budget or the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as 
amended: 

‘‘Cooperative Threat Reduction Account’’, 
2014/2016, $15,000,000; 

‘‘Aircraft Procurement, Army’’, 2014/2016, 
$9,295,000; 

‘‘Other Procurement, Army’’, 2014/2016, 
$40,000,000; 

‘‘Aircraft Procurement, Navy’’, 2014/2016, 
$53,415,000; 

‘‘Weapons Procurement, Navy’’, 2014/2016, 
$888,000; 

‘‘Aircraft Procurement, Air Force’’, 2014/ 
2016, $2,300,000; 

‘‘Procurement of Ammunition, Air Force’’, 
2014/2016, $6,300,000; 

‘‘Other Procurement, Air Force’’, 2014/2016, 
$90,000,000; 

‘‘Aircraft Procurement, Army’’, 2015/2017, 
$25,000,000; 

‘‘Procurement of Weapons and Tracked 
Combat Vehicles, Army’’, 2015/2017, $7,500,000; 

‘‘Other Procurement, Army’’, 2015/2017, 
$30,000,000; 

‘‘Aircraft Procurement, Navy’’, 2015/2017, 
$11,702,000; 

‘‘Weapons Procurement, Navy’’, 2015/2017, 
$15,422,000; 

‘‘Procurement of Ammunition, Navy and 
Marine Corps’’, 2015/2017, $8,906,000; 

‘‘Procurement, Marine Corps’’, 2015/2017, 
$66,477,000; 

‘‘Aircraft Procurement, Air Force’’, 2015/ 
2017, $199,046,000; 

‘‘Missile Procurement, Air Force’’, 2015/ 
2017, $212,000,000; 

‘‘Other Procurement, Air Force’’, 2015/2017, 
$17,000,000; 

‘‘Research, Development, Test and Evalua-
tion, Army’’, 2015/2016, $9,299,000; 

‘‘Research, Development, Test and Evalua-
tion, Navy’’, 2015/2016, $228,387,000; 

‘‘Research, Development, Test and Evalua-
tion, Air Force’’, 2015/2016, $718,500,000; and 

‘‘Research, Development, Test and Evalua-
tion, Defense-Wide’’, 2015/2016, $2,500,000. 

SEC. 8043. None of the funds available in 
this Act may be used to reduce the author-
ized positions for military technicians (dual 
status) of the Army National Guard, Air Na-
tional Guard, Army Reserve and Air Force 
Reserve for the purpose of applying any ad-
ministratively imposed civilian personnel 
ceiling, freeze, or reduction on military tech-
nicians (dual status), unless such reductions 
are a direct result of a reduction in military 
force structure. 

SEC. 8044. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available in this Act may 
be obligated or expended for assistance to 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
unless specifically appropriated for that pur-
pose. 

SEC. 8045. Funds appropriated in this Act 
for operation and maintenance of the Mili-
tary Departments, Combatant Commands 
and Defense Agencies shall be available for 
reimbursement of pay, allowances and other 
expenses which would otherwise be incurred 
against appropriations for the National 
Guard and Reserve when members of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve provide intel-
ligence or counterintelligence support to 
Combatant Commands, Defense Agencies and 
Joint Intelligence Activities, including the 
activities and programs included within the 
National Intelligence Program and the Mili-
tary Intelligence Program: Provided, That 
nothing in this section authorizes deviation 
from established Reserve and National Guard 
personnel and training procedures. 

SEC. 8046. (a) None of the funds available to 
the Department of Defense for any fiscal 
year for drug interdiction or counter-drug 
activities may be transferred to any other 
department or agency of the United States 
except as specifically provided in an appro-
priations law. 

(b) None of the funds available to the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency for any fiscal year 
for drug interdiction or counter-drug activi-
ties may be transferred to any other depart-
ment or agency of the United States except 
as specifically provided in an appropriations 
law. 

SEC. 8047. None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act may be used for the procurement 
of ball and roller bearings other than those 
produced by a domestic source and of domes-
tic origin: Provided, That the Secretary of 
the military department responsible for such 
procurement may waive this restriction on a 
case-by-case basis by certifying in writing to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, 
that adequate domestic supplies are not 
available to meet Department of Defense re-
quirements on a timely basis and that such 
an acquisition must be made in order to ac-
quire capability for national security pur-
poses: Provided further, That this restriction 
shall not apply to the purchase of ‘‘commer-
cial items’’, as defined by section 103 of title 
41, United States Code, except that the re-
striction shall apply to ball or roller bear-
ings purchased as end items. 

SEC. 8048. None of the funds made available 
by this Act for Evolved Expendable Launch 
Vehicle service competitive procurements 
may be used unless the competitive procure-
ments are open for award to all certified pro-
viders of Evolved Expendable Launch Vehi-
cle-class systems: Provided, That the award 
shall be made to the provider that offers the 
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best value to the government: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, award may be made to a launch 
service provider competing with any cer-
tified launch vehicle in its inventory regard-
less of the country of origin of the rocket en-
gine that will be used on its launch vehicle, 
in order to ensure robust competition and 
continued assured access to space. 

SEC. 8049. In addition to the amounts ap-
propriated or otherwise made available else-
where in this Act, $44,000,000 is hereby appro-
priated to the Department of Defense: Pro-
vided, That upon the determination of the 
Secretary of Defense that it shall serve the 
national interest, the Secretary shall make 
grants in the amounts specified as follows: 
$20,000,000 to the United Service Organiza-
tions and $24,000,000 to the Red Cross. 

SEC. 8050. None of the funds in this Act 
may be used to purchase any supercomputer 
which is not manufactured in the United 
States, unless the Secretary of Defense cer-
tifies to the congressional defense commit-
tees that such an acquisition must be made 
in order to acquire capability for national se-
curity purposes that is not available from 
United States manufacturers. 

SEC. 8051. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision in this Act, the Small Business Inno-
vation Research program and the Small 
Business Technology Transfer program set- 
asides shall be taken proportionally from all 
programs, projects, or activities to the ex-
tent they contribute to the extramural budg-
et. 

SEC. 8052. None of the funds available to 
the Department of Defense under this Act 
shall be obligated or expended to pay a con-
tractor under a contract with the Depart-
ment of Defense for costs of any amount paid 
by the contractor to an employee when— 

(1) such costs are for a bonus or otherwise 
in excess of the normal salary paid by the 
contractor to the employee; and 

(2) such bonus is part of restructuring costs 
associated with a business combination. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8053. During the current fiscal year, 

no more than $30,000,000 of appropriations 
made in this Act under the heading ‘‘Oper-
ation and Maintenance, Defense-Wide’’ may 
be transferred to appropriations available for 
the pay of military personnel, to be merged 
with, and to be available for the same time 
period as the appropriations to which trans-
ferred, to be used in support of such per-
sonnel in connection with support and serv-
ices for eligible organizations and activities 
outside the Department of Defense pursuant 
to section 2012 of title 10, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 8054. During the current fiscal year, in 
the case of an appropriation account of the 
Department of Defense for which the period 
of availability for obligation has expired or 
which has closed under the provisions of sec-
tion 1552 of title 31, United States Code, and 
which has a negative unliquidated or unex-
pended balance, an obligation or an adjust-
ment of an obligation may be charged to any 
current appropriation account for the same 
purpose as the expired or closed account if— 

(1) the obligation would have been properly 
chargeable (except as to amount) to the ex-
pired or closed account before the end of the 
period of availability or closing of that ac-
count; 

(2) the obligation is not otherwise properly 
chargeable to any current appropriation ac-
count of the Department of Defense; and 

(3) in the case of an expired account, the 
obligation is not chargeable to a current ap-
propriation of the Department of Defense 
under the provisions of section 1405(b)(8) of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1991, Public Law 101–510, as 

amended (31 U.S.C. 1551 note): Provided, That 
in the case of an expired account, if subse-
quent review or investigation discloses that 
there was not in fact a negative unliquidated 
or unexpended balance in the account, any 
charge to a current account under the au-
thority of this section shall be reversed and 
recorded against the expired account: Pro-
vided further, That the total amount charged 
to a current appropriation under this section 
may not exceed an amount equal to 1 percent 
of the total appropriation for that account. 

SEC. 8055. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Chief of the National 
Guard Bureau may permit the use of equip-
ment of the National Guard Distance Learn-
ing Project by any person or entity on a 
space-available, reimbursable basis. The 
Chief of the National Guard Bureau shall es-
tablish the amount of reimbursement for 
such use on a case-by-case basis. 

(b) Amounts collected under subsection (a) 
shall be credited to funds available for the 
National Guard Distance Learning Project 
and be available to defray the costs associ-
ated with the use of equipment of the project 
under that subsection. Such funds shall be 
available for such purposes without fiscal 
year limitation. 

SEC. 8056. None of the funds available to 
the Department of Defense may be obligated 
to modify command and control relation-
ships to give Fleet Forces Command oper-
ational and administrative control of United 
States Navy forces assigned to the Pacific 
fleet: Provided, That the command and con-
trol relationships which existed on October 
1, 2004, shall remain in force unless changes 
are specifically authorized in a subsequent 
Act: Provided further, That this section does 
not apply to administrative control of Navy 
Air and Missile Defense Command. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8057. Of the funds appropriated in this 

Act under the heading ‘‘Operation and Main-
tenance, Defense-wide’’, $25,000,000 shall be 
for continued implementation and expansion 
of the Sexual Assault Special Victims’ Coun-
sel Program: Provided, That the funds are 
made available for transfer to the Depart-
ment of the Army, the Department of the 
Navy, and the Department of the Air Force: 
Provided further, That funds transferred shall 
be merged with and available for the same 
purposes and for the same time period as the 
appropriations to which the funds are trans-
ferred: Provided further, That this transfer 
authority is in addition to any other transfer 
authority provided in this Act. 

SEC. 8058. None of the funds appropriated in 
title IV of this Act may be used to procure 
end-items for delivery to military forces for 
operational training, operational use or in-
ventory requirements: Provided, That this re-
striction does not apply to end-items used in 
development, prototyping, and test activi-
ties preceding and leading to acceptance for 
operational use: Provided further, That this 
restriction does not apply to programs fund-
ed within the National Intelligence Program: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense may waive this restriction on a case- 
by-case basis by certifying in writing to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate that it is 
in the national security interest to do so. 

SEC. 8059. (a) The Secretary of Defense 
may, on a case-by-case basis, waive with re-
spect to a foreign country each limitation on 
the procurement of defense items from for-
eign sources provided in law if the Secretary 
determines that the application of the limi-
tation with respect to that country would in-
validate cooperative programs entered into 
between the Department of Defense and the 
foreign country, or would invalidate recip-
rocal trade agreements for the procurement 

of defense items entered into under section 
2531 of title 10, United States Code, and the 
country does not discriminate against the 
same or similar defense items produced in 
the United States for that country. 

(b) Subsection (a) applies with respect to— 
(1) contracts and subcontracts entered into 

on or after the date of the enactment of this 
Act; and 

(2) options for the procurement of items 
that are exercised after such date under con-
tracts that are entered into before such date 
if the option prices are adjusted for any rea-
son other than the application of a waiver 
granted under subsection (a). 

(c) Subsection (a) does not apply to a limi-
tation regarding construction of public ves-
sels, ball and roller bearings, food, and cloth-
ing or textile materials as defined by section 
XI (chapters 50–65) of the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States and products 
classified under headings 4010, 4202, 4203, 6401 
through 6406, 6505, 7019, 7218 through 7229, 
7304.41 through 7304.49, 7306.40, 7502 through 
7508, 8105, 8108, 8109, 8211, 8215, and 9404. 

SEC. 8060. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, none of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be used to consolidate or relo-
cate any element of a United States Air 
Force Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy 
Operational Repair Squadron Engineer (RED 
HORSE) outside of the United States until 
the Secretary of the Air Force— 

(1) completes an analysis and comparison 
of the cost and infrastructure investment re-
quired to consolidate or relocate a RED 
HORSE squadron outside of the United 
States versus within the United States; 

(2) provides to the congressional defense 
committees a report detailing the findings of 
the cost analysis; and 

(3) certifies in writing to the congressional 
defense committees that the preferred site 
for the consolidation or relocation yields the 
greatest savings for the Air Force: 
Provided, That the term ‘‘United States’’ in 
this section does not include any territory or 
possession of the United States. 

SEC. 8061. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this or other 
Department of Defense Appropriations Acts 
may be obligated or expended for the purpose 
of performing repairs or maintenance to 
military family housing units of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including areas in such 
military family housing units that may be 
used for the purpose of conducting official 
Department of Defense business. 

SEC. 8062. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds appropriated in this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Research, Development, 
Test and Evaluation, Defense-Wide’’ for any 
new start advanced concept technology dem-
onstration project or joint capability dem-
onstration project may only be obligated 45 
days after a report, including a description 
of the project, the planned acquisition and 
transition strategy and its estimated annual 
and total cost, has been provided in writing 
to the congressional defense committees: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Defense may 
waive this restriction on a case-by-case basis 
by certifying to the congressional defense 
committees that it is in the national inter-
est to do so. 

SEC. 8063. The Secretary of Defense shall 
continue to provide a classified quarterly re-
port to the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees, Subcommittees on Defense on 
certain matters as directed in the classified 
annex accompanying this Act. 

SEC. 8064. Notwithstanding section 12310(b) 
of title 10, United States Code, a Reserve 
who is a member of the National Guard serv-
ing on full-time National Guard duty under 
section 502(f) of title 32, United States Code, 
may perform duties in support of the ground- 
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based elements of the National Ballistic Mis-
sile Defense System. 

SEC. 8065. None of the funds provided in 
this Act may be used to transfer to any non-
governmental entity ammunition held by 
the Department of Defense that has a center- 
fire cartridge and a United States military 
nomenclature designation of ‘‘armor pene-
trator’’, ‘‘armor piercing (AP)’’, ‘‘armor 
piercing incendiary (API)’’, or ‘‘armor-pierc-
ing incendiary tracer (API–T)’’, except to an 
entity performing demilitarization services 
for the Department of Defense under a con-
tract that requires the entity to dem-
onstrate to the satisfaction of the Depart-
ment of Defense that armor piercing projec-
tiles are either: (1) rendered incapable of 
reuse by the demilitarization process; or (2) 
used to manufacture ammunition pursuant 
to a contract with the Department of De-
fense or the manufacture of ammunition for 
export pursuant to a License for Permanent 
Export of Unclassified Military Articles 
issued by the Department of State. 

SEC. 8066. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the Chief of the National 
Guard Bureau, or his designee, may waive 
payment of all or part of the consideration 
that otherwise would be required under sec-
tion 2667 of title 10, United States Code, in 
the case of a lease of personal property for a 
period not in excess of 1 year to any organi-
zation specified in section 508(d) of title 32, 
United States Code, or any other youth, so-
cial, or fraternal nonprofit organization as 
may be approved by the Chief of the National 
Guard Bureau, or his designee, on a case-by- 
case basis. 

SEC. 8067. None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act shall be used for the support of 
any nonappropriated funds activity of the 
Department of Defense that procures malt 
beverages and wine with nonappropriated 
funds for resale (including such alcoholic 
beverages sold by the drink) on a military 
installation located in the United States un-
less such malt beverages and wine are pro-
cured within that State, or in the case of the 
District of Columbia, within the District of 
Columbia, in which the military installation 
is located: Provided, That, in a case in which 
the military installation is located in more 
than one State, purchases may be made in 
any State in which the installation is lo-
cated: Provided further, That such local pro-
curement requirements for malt beverages 
and wine shall apply to all alcoholic bev-
erages only for military installations in 
States which are not contiguous with an-
other State: Provided further, That alcoholic 
beverages other than wine and malt bev-
erages, in contiguous States and the District 
of Columbia shall be procured from the most 
competitive source, price and other factors 
considered. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8068. Of the amounts appropriated in 

this Act under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance, Army’’, $76,611,750 shall remain 
available until expended: Provided, That, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary of Defense is authorized to 
transfer such funds to other activities of the 
Federal Government: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Defense is authorized to 
enter into and carry out contracts for the ac-
quisition of real property, construction, per-
sonal services, and operations related to 
projects carrying out the purposes of this 
section: Provided further, That contracts en-
tered into under the authority of this section 
may provide for such indemnification as the 
Secretary determines to be necessary: Pro-
vided further, That projects authorized by 
this section shall comply with applicable 
Federal, State, and local law to the max-
imum extent consistent with the national se-

curity, as determined by the Secretary of 
Defense. 

SEC. 8069. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated in this or any other Act may be used 
to take any action to modify— 

(1) the appropriations account structure 
for the National Intelligence Program budg-
et, including through the creation of a new 
appropriation or new appropriation account; 

(2) how the National Intelligence Program 
budget request is presented in the unclassi-
fied P–1, R–1, and O–1 documents supporting 
the Department of Defense budget request; 

(3) the process by which the National Intel-
ligence Program appropriations are appor-
tioned to the executing agencies; or 

(4) the process by which the National Intel-
ligence Program appropriations are allotted, 
obligated and disbursed. 

(b) Nothing in section (a) shall be con-
strued to prohibit the merger of programs or 
changes to the National Intelligence Pro-
gram budget at or below the Expenditure 
Center level, provided such change is other-
wise in accordance with paragraphs (a)(1)–(3). 

(c) The Director of National Intelligence 
and the Secretary of Defense may jointly, 
only for the purposes of achieving auditable 
financial statements and improving fiscal re-
porting, study and develop detailed proposals 
for alternative financial management proc-
esses. Such study shall include a comprehen-
sive counterintelligence risk assessment to 
ensure that none of the alternative processes 
will adversely affect counterintelligence. 

(d) Upon development of the detailed pro-
posals defined under subsection (c), the Di-
rector of National Intelligence and the Sec-
retary of Defense shall— 

(1) provide the proposed alternatives to all 
affected agencies; 

(2) receive certification from all affected 
agencies attesting that the proposed alter-
natives will help achieve auditability, im-
prove fiscal reporting, and will not adversely 
affect counterintelligence; and 

(3) not later than 30 days after receiving all 
necessary certifications under paragraph (2), 
present the proposed alternatives and certifi-
cations to the congressional defense and in-
telligence committees. 

(e) This section shall not be construed to 
alter or affect the application of section 1633 
of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2016 to the amounts made 
available by this Act. 

SEC. 8070. In addition to amounts provided 
elsewhere in this Act, $5,000,000 is hereby ap-
propriated to the Department of Defense, to 
remain available for obligation until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, that upon the deter-
mination of the Secretary of Defense that it 
shall serve the national interest, these funds 
shall be available only for a grant to the 
Fisher House Foundation, Inc., only for the 
construction and furnishing of additional 
Fisher Houses to meet the needs of military 
family members when confronted with the 
illness or hospitalization of an eligible mili-
tary beneficiary. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8071. Of the amounts appropriated in 

this Act under the headings ‘‘Procurement, 
Defense-Wide’’ and ‘‘Research, Development, 
Test and Evaluation, Defense-Wide’’, 
$487,595,000 shall be for the Israeli Coopera-
tive Programs: Provided, That of this 
amount, $55,000,000 shall be for the Secretary 
of Defense to provide to the Government of 
Israel for the procurement of the Iron Dome 
defense system to counter short-range rock-
et threats, subject to the U.S.-Israel Iron 
Dome Procurement Agreement, as amended; 
$286,526,000 shall be for the Short Range Bal-
listic Missile Defense (SRBMD) program, in-
cluding cruise missile defense research and 

development under the SRBMD program, of 
which $150,000,000 shall be for production ac-
tivities of SRBMD missiles in the United 
States and in Israel to meet Israel’s defense 
requirements consistent with each nation’s 
laws, regulations, and procedures, of which 
not more than $90,000,000, subject to pre-
viously established transfer procedures, may 
be obligated or expended until establishment 
of a U.S.-Israeli production agreement for 
SRBMD; $89,550,000 shall be for an upper-tier 
component to the Israeli Missile Defense Ar-
chitecture, of which not more than 
$15,000,000, subject to previously established 
transfer procedures, may be obligated or ex-
pended until establishment of a U.S.-Israeli 
production agreement; and $56,519,000 shall 
be for the Arrow System Improvement Pro-
gram including development of a long range, 
ground and airborne, detection suite: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available 
under this provision for production of mis-
siles and missile components may be trans-
ferred to appropriations available for the 
procurement of weapons and equipment, to 
be merged with and to be available for the 
same time period and the same purposes as 
the appropriation to which transferred: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority 
provided under this provision is in addition 
to any other transfer authority contained in 
this Act. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8072. Of the amounts appropriated in 

this Act under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding 
and Conversion, Navy’’, $389,305,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2016, to fund 
prior year shipbuilding cost increases: Pro-
vided, That upon enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Navy shall transfer funds to 
the following appropriations in the amounts 
specified: Provided further, That the amounts 
transferred shall be merged with and be 
available for the same purposes as the appro-
priations to which transferred to: 

(1) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2008/2016: Carrier Re-
placement Program $123,760,000; 

(2) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2009/2016: LPD–17 Am-
phibious Transport Dock Program $22,860,000; 

(3) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2012/2016: CVN Refueling 
Overhauls Program $20,029,000; 

(4) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2012/2016: DDG–51 De-
stroyer $75,014,000; 

(5) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2012/2016: Littoral Com-
bat Ship $82,674,000; 

(6) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2012/2016: LPD–17 Am-
phibious Transport Dock Program $38,733,000; 

(7) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2012/2016: Joint High 
Speed Vessel $22,597,000; and 

(8) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy’’, 2013/2016: Joint High 
Speed Vessel $3,638,000. 

SEC. 8073. Funds appropriated by this Act, 
or made available by the transfer of funds in 
this Act, for intelligence activities are 
deemed to be specifically authorized by the 
Congress for purposes of section 504 of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3094) 
during fiscal year 2016 until the enactment of 
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2016. 

SEC. 8074. None of the funds provided in 
this Act shall be available for obligation or 
expenditure through a reprogramming of 
funds that creates or initiates a new pro-
gram, project, or activity unless such pro-
gram, project, or activity must be under-
taken immediately in the interest of na-
tional security and only after written prior 
notification to the congressional defense 
committees. 
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SEC. 8075. The budget of the President for 

fiscal year 2017 submitted to the Congress 
pursuant to section 1105 of title 31, United 
States Code, shall include separate budget 
justification documents for costs of United 
States Armed Forces’ participation in con-
tingency operations for the Military Per-
sonnel accounts, the Operation and Mainte-
nance accounts, the Procurement accounts, 
and the Research, Development, Test and 
Evaluation accounts: Provided, That these 
documents shall include a description of the 
funding requested for each contingency oper-
ation, for each military service, to include 
all Active and Reserve components, and for 
each appropriations account: Provided fur-
ther, That these documents shall include es-
timated costs for each element of expense or 
object class, a reconciliation of increases and 
decreases for each contingency operation, 
and programmatic data including, but not 
limited to, troop strength for each Active 
and Reserve component, and estimates of the 
major weapons systems deployed in support 
of each contingency: Provided further, That 
these documents shall include budget exhib-
its OP–5 and OP–32 (as defined in the Depart-
ment of Defense Financial Management Reg-
ulation) for all contingency operations for 
the budget year and the two preceding fiscal 
years. 

SEC. 8076. None of the funds in this Act 
may be used for research, development, test, 
evaluation, procurement or deployment of 
nuclear armed interceptors of a missile de-
fense system. 

SEC. 8077. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this Act, to reflect savings due to 
favorable foreign exchange rates, the total 
amount appropriated in this Act is hereby 
reduced by $1,500,789,000. 

SEC. 8078. None of the funds appropriated 
or made available in this Act shall be used to 
reduce or disestablish the operation of the 
53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron of 
the Air Force Reserve, if such action would 
reduce the WC–130 Weather Reconnaissance 
mission below the levels funded in this Act: 
Provided, That the Air Force shall allow the 
53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron to 
perform other missions in support of na-
tional defense requirements during the non- 
hurricane season. 

SEC. 8079. None of the funds provided in 
this Act shall be available for integration of 
foreign intelligence information unless the 
information has been lawfully collected and 
processed during the conduct of authorized 
foreign intelligence activities: Provided, That 
information pertaining to United States per-
sons shall only be handled in accordance 
with protections provided in the Fourth 
Amendment of the United States Constitu-
tion as implemented through Executive 
Order No. 12333. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8080. The Secretary of Defense may 

transfer funds from any available Depart-
ment of the Navy appropriation to any avail-
able Navy ship construction appropriation 
for the purpose of liquidating necessary 
changes resulting from inflation, market 
fluctuations, or rate adjustments for any 
ship construction program appropriated in 
law: Provided, That the Secretary may trans-
fer not to exceed $20,000,000 under the author-
ity provided by this section: Provided further, 
That the Secretary may not transfer any 
funds until 30 days after the proposed trans-
fer has been reported to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, unless a response from 
the Committees is received sooner: Provided 
further, That any funds transferred pursuant 
to this section shall retain the same period 
of availability as when originally appro-
priated: Provided further, That the transfer 

authority provided by this section is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority con-
tained elsewhere in this Act. 

SEC. 8081. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated by this Act may be used to transfer 
research and development, acquisition, or 
other program authority relating to current 
tactical unmanned aerial vehicles (TUAVs) 
from the Army. 

(b) The Army shall retain responsibility 
for and operational control of the MQ–1C 
Gray Eagle Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 
in order to support the Secretary of Defense 
in matters relating to the employment of un-
manned aerial vehicles. 

SEC. 8082. Up to $15,000,000 of the funds ap-
propriated under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance, Navy’’ may be made available 
for the Asia Pacific Regional Initiative Pro-
gram for the purpose of enabling the Pacific 
Command to execute Theater Security Co-
operation activities such as humanitarian 
assistance, and payment of incremental and 
personnel costs of training and exercising 
with foreign security forces: Provided, That 
funds made available for this purpose may be 
used, notwithstanding any other funding au-
thorities for humanitarian assistance, secu-
rity assistance or combined exercise ex-
penses: Provided further, That funds may not 
be obligated to provide assistance to any for-
eign country that is otherwise prohibited 
from receiving such type of assistance under 
any other provision of law. 

SEC. 8083. None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act for programs of the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence shall re-
main available for obligation beyond the 
current fiscal year, except for funds appro-
priated for research and technology, which 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2017. 

SEC. 8084. For purposes of section 1553(b) of 
title 31, United States Code, any subdivision 
of appropriations made in this Act under the 
heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, 
Navy’’ shall be considered to be for the same 
purpose as any subdivision under the heading 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ appro-
priations in any prior fiscal year, and the 1 
percent limitation shall apply to the total 
amount of the appropriation. 

SEC. 8085. (a) Not later than 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence shall submit a 
report to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees to establish the baseline for applica-
tion of reprogramming and transfer authori-
ties for fiscal year 2016: Provided, That the 
report shall include— 

(1) a table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the President’s 
budget request, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if appropriate, and the fiscal year en-
acted level; 

(2) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation by Expenditure Center and 
project; and 

(3) an identification of items of special 
congressional interest. 

(b) None of the funds provided for the Na-
tional Intelligence Program in this Act shall 
be available for reprogramming or transfer 
until the report identified in subsection (a) is 
submitted to the congressional intelligence 
committees, unless the Director of National 
Intelligence certifies in writing to the con-
gressional intelligence committees that such 
reprogramming or transfer is necessary as an 
emergency requirement. 

SEC. 8086. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to eliminate, re-
structure, or realign Army Contracting Com-
mand–New Jersey or make disproportionate 
personnel reductions at any Army Con-
tracting Command–New Jersey sites without 
30-day prior notification to the congressional 
defense committees. 

SEC. 8087. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to retire, divest, re-
align, or transfer RQ–4B Global Hawk air-
craft, or to disestablish or convert units as-
sociated with such aircraft. 

SEC. 8088. None of the funds made available 
by this Act for excess defense articles, assist-
ance under section 1206 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 
(Public Law 109–163; 119 Stat. 3456), or peace-
keeping operations for the countries des-
ignated annually to be in violation of the 
standards of the Child Soldiers Prevention 
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–457; 22 U.S.C. 
2370c–1) may be used to support any military 
training or operation that includes child sol-
diers, as defined by the Child Soldiers Pre-
vention Act of 2008, unless such assistance is 
otherwise permitted under section 404 of the 
Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8089. Of the funds appropriated in the 

Intelligence Community Management Ac-
count for the Program Manager for the In-
formation Sharing Environment, $20,000,000 
is available for transfer by the Director of 
National Intelligence to other departments 
and agencies for purposes of Government- 
wide information sharing activities: Pro-
vided, That funds transferred under this pro-
vision are to be merged with and available 
for the same purposes and time period as the 
appropriation to which transferred: Provided 
further, That the Office of Management and 
Budget must approve any transfers made 
under this provision. 

SEC. 8090. (a) None of the funds provided for 
the National Intelligence Program in this or 
any prior appropriations Act shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a 
reprogramming or transfer of funds in ac-
cordance with section 102A(d) of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3024(d)) that— 

(1) creates a new start effort; 
(2) terminates a program with appropriated 

funding of $10,000,000 or more; 
(3) transfers funding into or out of the Na-

tional Intelligence Program; or 
(4) transfers funding between appropria-

tions, unless the congressional intelligence 
committees are notified 30 days in advance 
of such reprogramming of funds; this notifi-
cation period may be reduced for urgent na-
tional security requirements. 

(b) None of the funds provided for the Na-
tional Intelligence Program in this or any 
prior appropriations Act shall be available 
for obligation or expenditure through a re-
programming or transfer of funds in accord-
ance with section 102A(d) of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3024(d)) that re-
sults in a cumulative increase or decrease of 
the levels specified in the classified annex 
accompanying the Act unless the congres-
sional intelligence committees are notified 
30 days in advance of such reprogramming of 
funds; this notification period may be re-
duced for urgent national security require-
ments. 

SEC. 8091. The Director of National Intel-
ligence shall submit to Congress each year, 
at or about the time that the President’s 
budget is submitted to Congress that year 
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United 
States Code, a future-years intelligence pro-
gram (including associated annexes) reflect-
ing the estimated expenditures and proposed 
appropriations included in that budget. Any 
such future-years intelligence program shall 
cover the fiscal year with respect to which 
the budget is submitted and at least the four 
succeeding fiscal years. 

SEC. 8092. For the purposes of this Act, the 
term ‘‘congressional intelligence commit-
tees’’ means the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate, the Subcommittee on 
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Defense of the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives, and the 
Subcommittee on Defense of the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate. 

SEC. 8093. The Department of Defense shall 
continue to report incremental contingency 
operations costs for Operation Inherent Re-
solve, Operation Freedom’s Sentinel, and 
any named successor operations, on a 
monthly basis and any other operation des-
ignated and identified by the Secretary of 
Defense for the purposes of section 127a of 
title 10, United States Code, on a semi-an-
nual basis in the Cost of War Execution Re-
port as prescribed in the Department of De-
fense Financial Management Regulation De-
partment of Defense Instruction 7000.14, Vol-
ume 12, Chapter 23 ‘‘Contingency Oper-
ations’’, Annex 1, dated September 2005. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8094. During the current fiscal year, 

not to exceed $11,000,000 from each of the ap-
propriations made in title II of this Act for 
‘‘Operation and Maintenance, Army’’, ‘‘Oper-
ation and Maintenance, Navy’’, and ‘‘Oper-
ation and Maintenance, Air Force’’ may be 
transferred by the military department con-
cerned to its central fund established for 
Fisher Houses and Suites pursuant to section 
2493(d) of title 10, United States Code. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8095. Funds appropriated by this Act 

for operation and maintenance may be avail-
able for the purpose of making remittances 
and transfer to the Defense Acquisition 
Workforce Development Fund in accordance 
with section 1705 of title 10, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 8096. (a) Any agency receiving funds 
made available in this Act, shall, subject to 
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public 
Web site of that agency any report required 
to be submitted by the Congress in this or 
any other Act, upon the determination by 
the head of the agency that it shall serve the 
national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains proprietary infor-
mation. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has 
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less 
than 45 days. 

SEC. 8097. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this 
Act may be expended for any Federal con-
tract for an amount in excess of $1,000,000, 
unless the contractor agrees not to— 

(1) enter into any agreement with any of 
its employees or independent contractors 
that requires, as a condition of employment, 
that the employee or independent contractor 
agree to resolve through arbitration any 
claim under title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 or any tort related to or arising out 
of sexual assault or harassment, including 
assault and battery, intentional infliction of 
emotional distress, false imprisonment, or 
negligent hiring, supervision, or retention; 
or 

(2) take any action to enforce any provi-
sion of an existing agreement with an em-
ployee or independent contractor that man-
dates that the employee or independent con-
tractor resolve through arbitration any 
claim under title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 or any tort related to or arising out 
of sexual assault or harassment, including 
assault and battery, intentional infliction of 
emotional distress, false imprisonment, or 
negligent hiring, supervision, or retention. 

(b) None of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available by this Act may be ex-

pended for any Federal contract unless the 
contractor certifies that it requires each 
covered subcontractor to agree not to enter 
into, and not to take any action to enforce 
any provision of, any agreement as described 
in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a), 
with respect to any employee or independent 
contractor performing work related to such 
subcontract. For purposes of this subsection, 
a ‘‘covered subcontractor’’ is an entity that 
has a subcontract in excess of $1,000,000 on a 
contract subject to subsection (a). 

(c) The prohibitions in this section do not 
apply with respect to a contractor’s or sub-
contractor’s agreements with employees or 
independent contractors that may not be en-
forced in a court of the United States. 

(d) The Secretary of Defense may waive 
the application of subsection (a) or (b) to a 
particular contractor or subcontractor for 
the purposes of a particular contract or sub-
contract if the Secretary or the Deputy Sec-
retary personally determines that the waiver 
is necessary to avoid harm to national secu-
rity interests of the United States, and that 
the term of the contract or subcontract is 
not longer than necessary to avoid such 
harm. The determination shall set forth with 
specificity the grounds for the waiver and for 
the contract or subcontract term selected, 
and shall state any alternatives considered 
in lieu of a waiver and the reasons each such 
alternative would not avoid harm to na-
tional security interests of the United 
States. The Secretary of Defense shall trans-
mit to Congress, and simultaneously make 
public, any determination under this sub-
section not less than 15 business days before 
the contract or subcontract addressed in the 
determination may be awarded. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8098. From within the funds appro-

priated for operation and maintenance for 
the Defense Health Program in this Act, up 
to $121,000,000, shall be available for transfer 
to the Joint Department of Defense-Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility 
Demonstration Fund in accordance with the 
provisions of section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010, 
Public Law 111–84: Provided, That for pur-
poses of section 1704(b), the facility oper-
ations funded are operations of the inte-
grated Captain James A. Lovell Federal 
Health Care Center, consisting of the North 
Chicago Veterans Affairs Medical Center, the 
Navy Ambulatory Care Center, and sup-
porting facilities designated as a combined 
Federal medical facility as described by sec-
tion 706 of Public Law 110–417: Provided fur-
ther, That additional funds may be trans-
ferred from funds appropriated for operation 
and maintenance for the Defense Health Pro-
gram to the Joint Department of Defense- 
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Fa-
cility Demonstration Fund upon written no-
tification by the Secretary of Defense to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. 

SEC. 8099. Appropriations available to the 
Department of Defense may be used for the 
purchase of heavy and light armored vehicles 
for the physical security of personnel or for 
force protection purposes up to a limit of 
$450,000 per vehicle, notwithstanding price or 
other limitations applicable to the purchase 
of passenger carrying vehicles. 

SEC. 8100. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act or 
any other Act may be used by the Depart-
ment of Defense or a component thereof in 
contravention of the provisions of section 
130h of title 10, United States Code (as added 
by section 1671 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016). 

SEC. 8101. The Secretary of Defense shall 
report quarterly the numbers of civilian per-

sonnel end strength by appropriation ac-
count for each and every appropriation ac-
count used to finance Federal civilian per-
sonnel salaries to the congressional defense 
committees within 15 days after the end of 
each fiscal quarter. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8102. Upon a determination by the Di-

rector of National Intelligence that such ac-
tion is necessary and in the national inter-
est, the Director may, with the approval of 
the Office of Management and Budget, trans-
fer not to exceed $1,500,000,000 of the funds 
made available in this Act for the National 
Intelligence Program: Provided, That such 
authority to transfer may not be used unless 
for higher priority items, based on unfore-
seen intelligence requirements, than those 
for which originally appropriated and in no 
case where the item for which funds are re-
quested has been denied by the Congress: 
Provided further, That a request for multiple 
reprogrammings of funds using authority 
provided in this section shall be made prior 
to June 30, 2016. 

SEC. 8103. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available in this or any 
other Act may be used to transfer, release, 
or assist in the transfer or release to or with-
in the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any 
other detainee who— 

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009, 
at United States Naval Station, Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, by the Department of Defense. 

SEC. 8104. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available in this 
or any other Act may be used to construct, 
acquire, or modify any facility in the United 
States, its territories, or possessions to 
house any individual described in subsection 
(c) for the purposes of detention or imprison-
ment in the custody or under the effective 
control of the Department of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall 
not apply to any modification of facilities at 
United States Naval Station, Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24, 
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or 
a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective 

control of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

SEC. 8105. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available in this Act may 
be used to transfer any individual detained 
at United States Naval Station Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, to the custody or control of the 
individual’s country of origin, any other for-
eign country, or any other foreign entity ex-
cept in accordance with sections 1033 and 
1034 of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 

SEC. 8106. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541 et 
seq.). 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8107. Of the amounts appropriated for 

‘‘Operation and Maintenance, Navy’’, up to 
$1,000,000 shall be available for transfer to 
the John C. Stennis Center for Public Serv-
ice Development Trust Fund established 
under section 116 of the John C. Stennis Cen-
ter for Public Service Training and Develop-
ment Act (2 U.S.C. 1105). 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00096 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9473 December 17, 2015 
SEC. 8108. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used by the Department 
of Defense or any other Federal agency to 
lease or purchase new light duty vehicles, for 
any executive fleet, or for any agency’s fleet 
inventory, except in accordance with Presi-
dential Memorandum-Federal Fleet Perform-
ance, dated May 24, 2011. 

SEC. 8109. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this 
or any other Act may be used by the Sec-
retary of Defense, or any other official or of-
ficer of the Department of Defense, to enter 
into a contract, memorandum of under-
standing, or cooperative agreement with, or 
make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan 
guarantee to Rosoboronexport or any sub-
sidiary of Rosoboronexport. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense may waive 
the limitation in subsection (a) if the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State and the Director of National Intel-
ligence, determines that it is in the vital na-
tional security interest of the United States 
to do so, and certifies in writing to the con-
gressional defense committees that, to the 
best of the Secretary’s knowledge: 

(1) Rosoboronexport has ceased the trans-
fer of lethal military equipment to, and the 
maintenance of existing lethal military 
equipment for, the Government of the Syrian 
Arab Republic; 

(2) The armed forces of the Russian Federa-
tion have withdrawn from Crimea, other 
than armed forces present on military bases 
subject to agreements in force between the 
Government of the Russian Federation and 
the Government of Ukraine; and 

(3) Agents of the Russian Federation have 
ceased taking active measures to destabilize 
the control of the Government of Ukraine 
over eastern Ukraine. 

(c) The Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Defense shall conduct a review of 
any action involving Rosoboronexport with 
respect to a waiver issued by the Secretary 
of Defense pursuant to subsection (b), and 
not later than 90 days after the date on 
which such a waiver is issued by the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Inspector General 
shall submit to the congressional defense 
committees a report containing the results 
of the review conducted with respect to such 
waiver. 

SEC. 8110. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for the purchase or 
manufacture of a flag of the United States 
unless such flags are treated as covered 
items under section 2533a(b) of title 10, 
United States Code. 

SEC. 8111. (a) Of the funds appropriated in 
this Act for the Department of Defense, 
amounts may be made available, under such 
regulations as the Secretary of Defense may 
prescribe, to local military commanders ap-
pointed by the Secretary, or by an officer or 
employee designated by the Secretary, to 
provide at their discretion ex gratia pay-
ments in amounts consistent with subsection 
(d) of this section for damage, personal in-
jury, or death that is incident to combat op-
erations of the Armed Forces in a foreign 
country. 

(b) An ex gratia payment under this sec-
tion may be provided only if— 

(1) the prospective foreign civilian recipi-
ent is determined by the local military com-
mander to be friendly to the United States; 

(2) a claim for damages would not be com-
pensable under chapter 163 of title 10, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘For-
eign Claims Act’’); and 

(3) the property damage, personal injury, 
or death was not caused by action by an 
enemy. 

(c) NATURE OF PAYMENTS.—Any payments 
provided under a program under subsection 
(a) shall not be considered an admission or 

acknowledgement of any legal obligation to 
compensate for any damage, personal injury, 
or death. 

(d) AMOUNT OF PAYMENTS.—If the Sec-
retary of Defense determines a program 
under subsection (a) to be appropriate in a 
particular setting, the amounts of payments, 
if any, to be provided to civilians determined 
to have suffered harm incident to combat op-
erations of the Armed Forces under the pro-
gram should be determined pursuant to regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary and 
based on an assessment, which should in-
clude such factors as cultural appropriate-
ness and prevailing economic conditions. 

(e) LEGAL ADVICE.—Local military com-
manders shall receive legal advice before 
making ex gratia payments under this sub-
section. The legal advisor, under regulations 
of the Department of Defense, shall advise on 
whether an ex gratia payment is proper 
under this section and applicable Depart-
ment of Defense regulations. 

(f) WRITTEN RECORD.—A written record of 
any ex gratia payment offered or denied 
shall be kept by the local commander and on 
a timely basis submitted to the appropriate 
office in the Department of Defense as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense. 

(g) REPORT.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall report to the congressional defense 
committees on an annual basis the efficacy 
of the ex gratia payment program including 
the number of types of cases considered, 
amounts offered, the response from ex gratia 
payment recipients, and any recommended 
modifications to the program. 

SEC. 8112. None of the funds available in 
this Act to the Department of Defense, other 
than appropriations made for necessary or 
routine refurbishments, upgrades or mainte-
nance activities, shall be used to reduce or to 
prepare to reduce the number of deployed 
and non-deployed strategic delivery vehicles 
and launchers below the levels set forth in 
the report submitted to Congress in accord-
ance with section 1042 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012. 

SEC. 8113. The Secretary of Defense shall 
post grant awards on a public Web site in a 
searchable format. 

SEC. 8114. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to realign forces at 
Lajes Air Force Base, Azores, Portugal, until 
the Secretary of Defense certifies to the con-
gressional defense committees that the Sec-
retary of Defense has determined, based on 
an analysis of operational requirements, 
that Lajes Air Force Base is not an optimal 
location for the Joint Intelligence Analysis 
Complex. 

SEC. 8115. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to fund the perform-
ance of a flight demonstration team at a lo-
cation outside of the United States: Provided, 
That this prohibition applies only if a per-
formance of a flight demonstration team at 
a location within the United States was can-
celed during the current fiscal year due to 
insufficient funding. 

SEC. 8116. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the National Se-
curity Agency to— 

(1) conduct an acquisition pursuant to sec-
tion 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act of 1978 for the purpose of targeting 
a United States person; or 

(2) acquire, monitor, or store the contents 
(as such term is defined in section 2510(8) of 
title 18, United States Code) of any elec-
tronic communication of a United States 
person from a provider of electronic commu-
nication services to the public pursuant to 
section 501 of the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act of 1978. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 8117. In addition to amounts provided 

elsewhere in this Act for basic allowance for 

housing for military personnel, including ac-
tive duty, reserve and National Guard per-
sonnel, $300,000,000 is hereby appropriated to 
the Department of Defense and made avail-
able for transfer only to military personnel 
accounts: Provided, That the transfer author-
ity provided under this heading is in addition 
to any other transfer authority provided 
elsewhere in this Act. 

SEC. 8118. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be obligated or expended to 
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the 
Senate approves a resolution of ratification 
for the Treaty. 

SEC. 8119. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act may be used to pay 
the salary of any officer or employee of any 
agency funded by this Act who approves or 
implements the transfer of administrative 
responsibilities or budgetary resources of 
any program, project, or activity financed by 
this Act to the jurisdiction of another Fed-
eral agency not financed by this Act without 
the express authorization of Congress: Pro-
vided, That this limitation shall not apply to 
transfers of funds expressly provided for in 
Defense Appropriations Acts, or provisions of 
Acts providing supplemental appropriations 
for the Department of Defense. 

SEC. 8120. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be used in contravention of section 1054 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2016, regarding transfer of AH–64 
Apache helicopters from the Army National 
Guard to regular Army. 

SEC. 8121. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be obligated for activities 
authorized under section 1208 of the Ronald 
W. Reagan National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (Public Law 112–81; 
125 Stat. 1621) to initiate support for, or ex-
pand support to, foreign forces, irregular 
forces, groups, or individuals unless the con-
gressional defense committees are notified in 
accordance with the direction contained in 
the classified annex accompanying this Act, 
not less than 15 days before initiating such 
support: Provided, That none of the funds 
made available in this Act may be used 
under section 1208 for any activity that is 
not in support of an ongoing military oper-
ation being conducted by United States Spe-
cial Operations Forces to combat terrorism: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense may waive the prohibitions in this sec-
tion if the Secretary determines that such 
waiver is required by extraordinary cir-
cumstances and, by not later than 72 hours 
after making such waiver, notifies the con-
gressional defense committees of such waiv-
er. 

SEC. 8122. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used with respect to Iraq 
in contravention of the War Powers Resolu-
tion (50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.), including for the 
introduction of United States armed forces 
into hostilities in Iraq, into situations in 
Iraq where imminent involvement in hos-
tilities is clearly indicated by the cir-
cumstances, or into Iraqi territory, airspace, 
or waters while equipped for combat, in con-
travention of the congressional consultation 
and reporting requirements of sections 3 and 
4 of such Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1542 and 1543). 

SEC. 8123. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to divest, retire, 
transfer, or place in storage or on backup 
aircraft inventory status, or prepare to di-
vest, retire, transfer, or place in storage or 
on backup aircraft inventory status, any A– 
10 aircraft, or to disestablish any units of the 
active or reserve component associated with 
such aircraft. 

SEC. 8124. Of the funds provided for ‘‘Re-
search, Development, Test and Evaluation, 
Defense-Wide’’ in this Act, not less than 
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$2,800,000 shall be used to support the Depart-
ment’s activities related to the implementa-
tion of the Digital Accountability and Trans-
parency Act (Public Law 113–101; 31 U.S.C. 
6101 note) and to support the implementation 
of a uniform procurement instrument identi-
fier as described in subpart 4.16 of Title 48, 
Code of Federal Regulations, to include 
changes in business processes, workforce, or 
information technology. 

SEC. 8125. None of the funds provided in 
this Act for the T–AO(X) program shall be 
used to award a new contract that provides 
for the acquisition of the following compo-
nents unless those components are manufac-
tured in the United States: Auxiliary equip-
ment (including pumps) for shipboard serv-
ices; propulsion equipment (including en-
gines, reduction gears, and propellers); ship-
board cranes; and spreaders for shipboard 
cranes: Provided, That the Secretary of the 
military department responsible for such 
procurement may waive these restrictions on 
a case-by-case basis by certifying in writing 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate 
that adequate domestic supplies are not 
available to meet Department of Defense re-
quirements on a timely and cost competitive 
basis and that such an acquisition must be 
made in order to acquire capability for na-
tional security purposes. 

SEC. 8126. The amounts appropriated in 
title II of this Act are hereby reduced by 
$389,000,000 to reflect excess cash balances in 
Department of Defense Working Capital 
Funds, as follows: 

(1) From ‘‘Operation and Maintenance, 
Army’’, $138,000,000; 

(2) From ‘‘Operation and Maintenance, Air 
Force’’, $251,000,000. 

(RESCISSION) 
SEC. 8127. Of the unobligated balances 

available to the Department of Defense, the 
following funds are permanently rescinded 
from the following accounts and programs in 
the specified amounts to reflect excess cash 
balances in Department of Defense Working 
Capital Funds: Provided, That no amounts 
may be rescinded from amounts that were 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism or as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to the Concurrent Resolution on the 
Budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as amend-
ed: 

From ‘‘Defense Working Capital Fund, De-
fense, X’’, $1,037,000,000. 

SEC. 8128. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this Act, to reflect savings due to 
lower than anticipated fuel costs, the total 
amount appropriated in title II of this Act is 
hereby reduced by $2,576,000,000. 

SEC. 8129. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to divest or retire, 
or to prepare to divest or retire, KC–10 air-
craft. 

SEC. 8130. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to divest, retire, 
transfer, or place in storage or on backup 
aircraft inventory status, or prepare to di-
vest, retire, transfer, or place in storage or 
on backup aircraft inventory status, any EC– 
130H aircraft. 

SEC. 8131. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for Government 
Travel Charge Card expenses by military or 
civilian personnel of the Department of De-
fense for gaming, or for entertainment that 
includes topless or nude entertainers or par-
ticipants, as prohibited by Department of 
Defense FMR, Volume 9, Chapter 3 and De-
partment of Defense Instruction 1015.10 (en-
closure 3, 14a and 14b). 

SEC. 8132. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to propose, plan for, 

or execute a new or additional Base Realign-
ment and Closure (BRAC) round. 

TITLE IX 
OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS/ 

GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM 
MILITARY PERSONNEL 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, ARMY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Military 

Personnel, Army’’, $1,846,356,000: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, NAVY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Military 

Personnel, Navy’’, $251,011,000: Provided, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global 
War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Military 

Personnel, Marine Corps’’, $171,079,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Military 

Personnel, Air Force’’, $726,126,000: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, ARMY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve 

Personnel, Army’’, $24,462,000: Provided, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global 
War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, NAVY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve 

Personnel, Navy’’, $12,693,000: Provided, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global 
War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve 

Personnel, Marine Corps’’, $3,393,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

RESERVE PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve 

Personnel, Air Force’’, $18,710,000: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, ARMY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘National 

Guard Personnel, Army’’, $166,015,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘National 

Guard Personnel, Air Force’’, $2,828,000: Pro-

vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance, Army’’, $14,994,833,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 

and Maintenance, Navy’’, $7,169,611,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance, Marine Corps’’, 
$1,372,534,000: Provided, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 

and Maintenance, Air Force’’, $11,128,813,000: 
Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance, Defense-Wide’’, 
$5,665,633,000: Provided, That of the funds pro-
vided under this heading, not to exceed 
$1,160,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, shall be for payments to re-
imburse key cooperating nations for 
logistical, military, and other support, in-
cluding access, provided to United States 
military and stability operations in Afghani-
stan and to counter the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant: Provided further, That such 
reimbursement payments may be made in 
such amounts as the Secretary of Defense, 
with the concurrence of the Secretary of 
State, and in consultation with the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
may determine, based on documentation de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense to ade-
quately account for the support provided, 
and such determination is final and conclu-
sive upon the accounting officers of the 
United States, and 15 days following notifi-
cation to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees: Provided further, That these funds 
may be used for the purpose of providing spe-
cialized training and procuring supplies and 
specialized equipment and providing such 
supplies and loaning such equipment on a 
non-reimbursable basis to coalition forces 
supporting United States military and sta-
bility operations in Afghanistan and to 
counter the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant, and 15 days following notification to 
the appropriate congressional committees: 
Provided further, That these funds may be 
used to support the Governments of Jordan 
and Lebanon, in such amounts as the Sec-
retary of Defense may determine, to enhance 
the ability of the armed forces of Jordan to 
increase or sustain security along its borders 
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and the ability of the armed forces of Leb-
anon to increase or sustain security along its 
borders, upon 15 days prior written notifica-
tion to the congressional defense committees 
outlining the amounts intended to be pro-
vided and the nature of the expenses in-
curred: Provided further, That of the funds 
provided under this heading, up to $30,000,000 
shall be for Operation Observant Compass: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense shall provide quarterly reports to the 
congressional defense committees on the use 
of funds provided in this paragraph: Provided 
further, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 
RESERVE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance, Army Reserve’’, 
$99,559,000: Provided, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY RESERVE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance, Navy Reserve’’, $31,643,000: 
Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS 

RESERVE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 

and Maintenance, Marine Corps Reserve’’, 
$3,455,000: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 
RESERVE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance, Air Force Reserve’’, 
$58,106,000: Provided, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance, Army National Guard’’, 
$135,845,000: Provided, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL 

GUARD 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 

and Maintenance, Air National Guard’’, 
$19,900,000: Provided, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

COUNTERTERRORISM PARTNERSHIPS FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the ‘‘Counterterrorism Partnerships 
Fund’’, $1,100,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That such 
funds shall be available to provide support 

and assistance to foreign security forces or 
other groups or individuals to conduct, sup-
port, or facilitate counterterrorism and cri-
sis response activities: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Defense shall transfer the 
funds provided herein to other appropria-
tions provided for in this Act to be merged 
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses and subject to the same authorities 
and for the same time period as the appro-
priation to which transferred: Provided fur-
ther, That the transfer authority under this 
heading is in addition to any other transfer 
authority provided elsewhere in this Act: 
Provided further, That the funds available 
under this heading are available for transfer 
only to the extent that the Secretary of De-
fense submits a prior approval reprogram-
ming request to the congressional defense 
committees: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Defense shall comply with the ap-
propriate vetting standards and procedures 
established in division C of the Consolidated 
and Further Continuing Appropriations Act 
of 2015 (Public Law 113–235) for any recipient 
of training, equipment, or other assistance: 
Provided further, That the amount provided 
under this heading is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

AFGHANISTAN SECURITY FORCES FUND 
For the ‘‘Afghanistan Security Forces 

Fund’’, $3,652,257,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That such 
funds shall be available to the Secretary of 
Defense, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, for the purpose of allowing the 
Commander, Combined Security Transition 
Command—Afghanistan, or the Secretary’s 
designee, to provide assistance, with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State, to the se-
curity forces of Afghanistan, including the 
provision of equipment, supplies, services, 
training, facility and infrastructure repair, 
renovation, construction, and funding: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Defense 
may obligate and expend funds made avail-
able to the Department of Defense in this 
title for additional costs associated with ex-
isting projects previously funded with 
amounts provided under the heading ‘‘Af-
ghanistan Infrastructure Fund’’ in prior 
Acts: Provided further, That such costs shall 
be limited to contract changes resulting 
from inflation, market fluctuation, rate ad-
justments, and other necessary contract ac-
tions to complete existing projects, and asso-
ciated supervision and administration costs 
and costs for design during construction: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may not 
use more than $50,000,000 under the authority 
provided in this section: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall notify in advance 
such contract changes and adjustments in 
annual reports to the congressional defense 
committees: Provided further, That the au-
thority to provide assistance under this 
heading is in addition to any other authority 
to provide assistance to foreign nations: Pro-
vided further, That contributions of funds for 
the purposes provided herein from any per-
son, foreign government, or international or-
ganization may be credited to this Fund, to 
remain available until expended, and used 
for such purposes: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of Defense shall notify the con-
gressional defense committees in writing 
upon the receipt and upon the obligation of 
any contribution, delineating the sources 
and amounts of the funds received and the 
specific use of such contributions: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Defense shall, 
not fewer than 15 days prior to obligating 
from this appropriation account, notify the 
congressional defense committees in writing 

of the details of any such obligation: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Defense 
shall notify the congressional defense com-
mittees of any proposed new projects or 
transfer of funds between budget sub-activ-
ity groups in excess of $20,000,000: Provided 
further, That the United States may accept 
equipment procured using funds provided 
under this heading in this or prior Acts that 
was transferred to the security forces of Af-
ghanistan and returned by such forces to the 
United States: Provided further, That equip-
ment procured using funds provided under 
this heading in this or prior Acts, and not 
yet transferred to the security forces of Af-
ghanistan or transferred to the security 
forces of Afghanistan and returned by such 
forces to the United States, may be treated 
as stocks of the Department of Defense upon 
written notification to the congressional de-
fense committees: Provided further, That of 
the funds provided under this heading, not 
less than $10,000,000 shall be for recruitment 
and retention of women in the Afghanistan 
National Security Forces, and the recruit-
ment and training of female security per-
sonnel: Provided further, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

IRAQ TRAIN AND EQUIP FUND 
For the ‘‘Iraq Train and Equip Fund’’, 

$715,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That such funds 
shall be available to the Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretary of 
State, to provide assistance, including train-
ing; equipment; logistics support, supplies, 
and services; stipends; infrastructure repair, 
renovation, and sustainment, to military 
and other security forces of or associated 
with the Government of Iraq, including 
Kurdish and tribal security forces or other 
local security forces, with a national secu-
rity mission, to counter the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that 
prior to providing assistance to elements of 
any forces such elements are appropriately 
vetted, including at a minimum, assessing 
such elements for associations with terrorist 
groups or groups associated with the Govern-
ment of Iran; and receiving commitments 
from such elements to promote respect for 
human rights and the rule of law: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Defense may 
accept and retain contributions, including 
assistance in-kind, from foreign govern-
ments, including the Government of Iraq, 
and other entities, to carry out assistance 
authorized under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That contributions of funds for the pur-
poses provided herein from any foreign gov-
ernment or other entities, may be credited 
to this Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended, and used for such purposes: Provided 
further, That not more than 25 percent of the 
funds appropriated under this heading may 
be obligated or expended until not fewer 
than 15 days after: (1) the Secretary of De-
fense submits a report to the appropriate 
congressional committees, describing the 
plan for the provision of such training and 
assistance and the forces designated to re-
ceive such assistance; and (2) the President 
submits a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees on how assistance pro-
vided under this heading supports a larger 
regional strategy: Provided further, That of 
the amount provided under this heading, not 
more than 60 percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until not fewer than 15 days after the 
date on which the Secretary of Defense cer-
tifies to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that an amount equal to not less 
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than 40 percent of the amount provided 
under this heading has been contributed by 
other countries and entities for the purposes 
for which funds are provided under this head-
ing, of which at least 50 percent shall have 
been contributed or provided by the Govern-
ment of Iraq: Provided further, That the limi-
tation in the preceding proviso shall not 
apply if the Secretary of Defense determines, 
in writing, that the national security objec-
tives of the United States will be com-
promised by the application of the limita-
tion to such assistance, and notifies the ap-
propriate congressional committees not less 
than 15 days in advance of the exemption 
taking effect, including a justification for 
the Secretary’s determination and a descrip-
tion of the assistance to be exempted from 
the application of such limitation: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Defense may 
waive a provision of law relating to the ac-
quisition of items and support services or 
sections 40 and 40A of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780 and 2785) if the Sec-
retary determines such provisions of law 
would prohibit, restrict, delay or otherwise 
limit the provision of such assistance and a 
notice of and justification for such waiver is 
submitted to the appropriate congressional 
committees: Provided further, That the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
under this heading means the ‘‘congressional 
defense committees’’, the Committees on Ap-
propriations and Foreign Relations of the 
Senate and the Committees on Appropria-
tions and Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives: Provided further, That 
amounts made available under this heading 
are designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

PROCUREMENT 
AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, ARMY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Aircraft 
Procurement, Army’’, $161,987,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

MISSILE PROCUREMENT, ARMY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Missile Pro-

curement, Army’’, $37,260,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

PROCUREMENT OF WEAPONS AND TRACKED 
COMBAT VEHICLES, ARMY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Weapons and Tracked Combat Vehi-
cles, Army’’, $486,630,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2018: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, ARMY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-

ment of Ammunition, Army’’, $222,040,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2018: 
Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, ARMY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Other Pro-

curement, Army’’, $1,175,596,000, to remain 

available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, NAVY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Aircraft 

Procurement, Navy’’, $210,990,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Ammunition, Navy and Marine 
Corps’’, $117,966,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2018: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, NAVY 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Other Pro-

curement, Navy’’, $12,186,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

PROCUREMENT, MARINE CORPS 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-

ment, Marine Corps’’, $56,934,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Aircraft 

Procurement, Air Force’’, $128,900,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

MISSILE PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Missile Pro-

curement, Air Force’’, $289,142,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-

ment of Ammunition, Air Force’’, 
$228,874,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Other Pro-

curement, Air Force’’, $3,477,001,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

PROCUREMENT, DEFENSE-WIDE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-

ment, Defense-Wide’’, $173,918,000, to remain 

available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE EQUIPMENT 
ACCOUNT 

For procurement of rotary-wing aircraft; 
combat, tactical and support vehicles; other 
weapons; and other procurement items for 
the reserve components of the Armed Forces, 
$1,000,000,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2018: Provided, That 
the Chiefs of National Guard and Reserve 
components shall, not later than 30 days 
after enactment of this Act, individually 
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees the modernization priority assessment 
for their respective National Guard or Re-
serve component: Provided further, That none 
of the funds made available by this para-
graph may be used to procure manned fixed 
wing aircraft, or procure or modify missiles, 
munitions, or ammunition: Provided further, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION, ARMY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research, 
Development, Test and Evaluation, Army’’, 
$1,500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION, NAVY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research, 
Development, Test and Evaluation, Navy’’, 
$35,747,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION, AIR FORCE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research, 
Development, Test and Evaluation, Air 
Force’’, $17,100,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND 
EVALUATION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research, 
Development, Test and Evaluation, Defense- 
Wide’’, $177,087,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 
REVOLVING AND MANAGEMENT FUNDS 

DEFENSE WORKING CAPITAL FUNDS 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense 

Working Capital Funds’’, $88,850,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 
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OTHER DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

PROGRAMS 

DEFENSE HEALTH PROGRAM 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense 
Health Program’’, $272,704,000, which shall be 
for operation and maintenance: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

DRUG INTERDICTION AND COUNTER-DRUG 
ACTIVITIES, DEFENSE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Drug Inter-
diction and Counter-Drug Activities, De-
fense’’, $186,000,000: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

JOINT IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICE DEFEAT 
FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the ‘‘Joint Improvised Explosive De-
vice Defeat Fund’’, $349,464,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That such funds shall be available to the 
Secretary of Defense, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, for the purpose of al-
lowing the Director of the Joint Improvised 
Explosive Device Defeat Organization to in-
vestigate, develop and provide equipment, 
supplies, services, training, facilities, per-
sonnel and funds to assist United States 
forces in the defeat of improvised explosive 
devices: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of Defense may transfer funds provided here-
in to appropriations for military personnel; 
operation and maintenance; procurement; 
research, development, test and evaluation; 
and defense working capital funds to accom-
plish the purpose provided herein: Provided 
further, That this transfer authority is in ad-
dition to any other transfer authority avail-
able to the Department of Defense: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Defense shall, 
not fewer than 15 days prior to making 
transfers from this appropriation, notify the 
congressional defense committees in writing 
of the details of any such transfer: Provided 
further, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Office of 
the Inspector General’’, $10,262,000: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE 

SEC. 9001. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds made available in this 
title are in addition to amounts appropriated 
or otherwise made available for the Depart-
ment of Defense for fiscal year 2016. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 9002. Upon the determination of the 
Secretary of Defense that such action is nec-
essary in the national interest, the Sec-
retary may, with the approval of the Office 
of Management and Budget, transfer up to 
$4,500,000,000 between the appropriations or 
funds made available to the Department of 
Defense in this title: Provided, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the Congress promptly of 
each transfer made pursuant to the author-
ity in this section: Provided further, That the 
authority provided in this section is in addi-

tion to any other transfer authority avail-
able to the Department of Defense and is 
subject to the same terms and conditions as 
the authority provided in section 8005 of this 
Act. 

SEC. 9003. Supervision and administration 
costs and costs for design during construc-
tion associated with a construction project 
funded with appropriations available for op-
eration and maintenance or the ‘‘Afghani-
stan Security Forces Fund’’ provided in this 
Act and executed in direct support of over-
seas contingency operations in Afghanistan, 
may be obligated at the time a construction 
contract is awarded: Provided, That, for the 
purpose of this section, supervision and ad-
ministration costs and costs for design dur-
ing construction include all in-house Govern-
ment costs. 

SEC. 9004. From funds made available in 
this title, the Secretary of Defense may pur-
chase for use by military and civilian em-
ployees of the Department of Defense in the 
United States Central Command area of re-
sponsibility: (1) passenger motor vehicles up 
to a limit of $75,000 per vehicle; and (2) heavy 
and light armored vehicles for the physical 
security of personnel or for force protection 
purposes up to a limit of $450,000 per vehicle, 
notwithstanding price or other limitations 
applicable to the purchase of passenger car-
rying vehicles. 

SEC. 9005. Not to exceed $5,000,000 of the 
amounts appropriated by this title under the 
heading ‘‘Operation and Maintenance, 
Army’’ may be used, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, to fund the Com-
manders’ Emergency Response Program 
(CERP), for the purpose of enabling military 
commanders in Afghanistan to respond to 
urgent, small-scale, humanitarian relief and 
reconstruction requirements within their 
areas of responsibility: Provided, That each 
project (including any ancillary or related 
elements in connection with such project) 
executed under this authority shall not ex-
ceed $2,000,000: Provided further, That not 
later than 45 days after the end of each 6 
months of the fiscal year, the Secretary of 
Defense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report regarding the 
source of funds and the allocation and use of 
funds during that 6-month period that were 
made available pursuant to the authority 
provided in this section or under any other 
provision of law for the purposes described 
herein: Provided further, That, not later than 
30 days after the end of each fiscal year quar-
ter, the Army shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees quarterly com-
mitment, obligation, and expenditure data 
for the CERP in Afghanistan: Provided fur-
ther, That, not less than 15 days before mak-
ing funds available pursuant to the author-
ity provided in this section or under any 
other provision of law for the purposes de-
scribed herein for a project with a total an-
ticipated cost for completion of $500,000 or 
more, the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a written no-
tice containing each of the following: 

(1) The location, nature and purpose of the 
proposed project, including how the project 
is intended to advance the military cam-
paign plan for the country in which it is to 
be carried out. 

(2) The budget, implementation timeline 
with milestones, and completion date for the 
proposed project, including any other CERP 
funding that has been or is anticipated to be 
contributed to the completion of the project. 

(3) A plan for the sustainment of the pro-
posed project, including the agreement with 
either the host nation, a non-Department of 
Defense agency of the United States Govern-
ment or a third-party contributor to finance 
the sustainment of the activities and main-
tenance of any equipment or facilities to be 
provided through the proposed project. 

SEC. 9006. Funds available to the Depart-
ment of Defense for operation and mainte-
nance may be used, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, to provide supplies, 
services, transportation, including airlift 
and sealift, and other logistical support to 
coalition forces supporting military and sta-
bility operations in Afghanistan and to 
counter the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant: Provided, That the Secretary of Defense 
shall provide quarterly reports to the con-
gressional defense committees regarding 
support provided under this section. 

SEC. 9007. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act shall be obligated or expended by 
the United States Government for a purpose 
as follows: 

(1) To establish any military installation 
or base for the purpose of providing for the 
permanent stationing of United States 
Armed Forces in Iraq. 

(2) To exercise United States control over 
any oil resource of Iraq. 

(3) To establish any military installation 
or base for the purpose of providing for the 
permanent stationing of United States 
Armed Forces in Afghanistan. 

SEC. 9008. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in contravention of 
the following laws enacted or regulations 
promulgated to implement the United Na-
tions Convention Against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (done at New York on December 
10, 1984): 

(1) Section 2340A of title 18, United States 
Code. 

(2) Section 2242 of the Foreign Affairs Re-
form and Restructuring Act of 1998 (division 
G of Public Law 105–277; 112 Stat. 2681–822; 8 
U.S.C. 1231 note) and regulations prescribed 
thereto, including regulations under part 208 
of title 8, Code of Federal Regulations, and 
part 95 of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 

(3) Sections 1002 and 1003 of the Depart-
ment of Defense, Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations to Address Hurricanes in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic Influenza Act, 
2006 (Public Law 109–148). 

SEC. 9009. None of the funds provided for 
the ‘‘Afghanistan Security Forces Fund’’ 
(ASFF) may be obligated prior to the ap-
proval of a financial and activity plan by the 
Afghanistan Resources Oversight Council 
(AROC) of the Department of Defense: Pro-
vided, That the AROC must approve the re-
quirement and acquisition plan for any serv-
ice requirements in excess of $50,000,000 an-
nually and any non-standard equipment re-
quirements in excess of $100,000,000 using 
ASFF: Provided further, That the Department 
of Defense must certify to the congressional 
defense committees that the AROC has con-
vened and approved a process for ensuring 
compliance with the requirements in the 
preceding proviso and accompanying report 
language for the ASFF. 

SEC. 9010. Funds made available in this 
title to the Department of Defense for oper-
ation and maintenance may be used to pur-
chase items having an investment unit cost 
of not more than $250,000: Provided, That, 
upon determination by the Secretary of De-
fense that such action is necessary to meet 
the operational requirements of a Com-
mander of a Combatant Command engaged 
in contingency operations overseas, such 
funds may be used to purchase items having 
an investment item unit cost of not more 
than $500,000. 

SEC. 9011. From funds made available to 
the Department of Defense in this title under 
the heading ‘‘Operation and Maintenance, 
Air Force’’, up to $80,000,000 may be used by 
the Secretary of Defense, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, to support United 
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States Government transition activities in 
Iraq by funding the operations and activities 
of the Office of Security Cooperation in Iraq 
and security assistance teams, including life 
support, transportation and personal secu-
rity, and facilities renovation and construc-
tion, and site closeout activities prior to re-
turning sites to the Government of Iraq: Pro-
vided, That to the extent authorized under 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2016, the operations and activi-
ties that may be carried out by the Office of 
Security Cooperation in Iraq may, with the 
concurrence of the Secretary of State, in-
clude non-operational training activities in 
support of Iraqi Minister of Defense and 
Counter Terrorism Service personnel in an 
institutional environment to address capa-
bility gaps, integrate processes relating to 
intelligence, air sovereignty, combined arms, 
logistics and maintenance, and to manage 
and integrate defense-related institutions: 
Provided further, That not later than 30 days 
following the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of State 
shall submit to the congressional defense 
committees a plan for transitioning any such 
training activities that they determine are 
needed after the end of fiscal year 2016, to ex-
isting or new contracts for the sale of de-
fense articles or defense services consistent 
with the provisions of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.): Provided fur-
ther, That, not less than 15 days before mak-
ing funds available pursuant to the author-
ity provided in this section, the Secretary of 
Defense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a written notice con-
taining a detailed justification and timeline 
for the operations and activities of the Office 
of Security Cooperation in Iraq at each site 
where such operations and activities will be 
conducted during fiscal year 2016 : Provided 
further, That amounts made available by this 
section are designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 9012. Up to $600,000,000 of funds appro-
priated by this Act for the Counterterrorism 
Partnerships Fund may be used to provide 
assistance to the Government of Jordan to 
support the armed forces of Jordan and to 
enhance security along its borders. 

SEC. 9013. None of the funds made available 
by this Act under the heading ‘‘Iraq Train 
and Equip Fund’’ may be used to procure or 
transfer man-portable air defense systems. 

SEC. 9014. For the ‘‘Ukraine Security As-
sistance Initiative’’, $250,000,000 is hereby ap-
propriated, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2016: Provided, That such funds 
shall be available to the Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretary of 
State, to provide assistance, including train-
ing; equipment; lethal weapons of a defensive 
nature; logistics support, supplies and serv-
ices; sustainment; and intelligence support 
to the military and national security forces 
of Ukraine, and for replacement of any weap-
ons or defensive articles provided to the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine from the inventory of 
the United States: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of Defense shall, not less than 15 
days prior to obligating funds provided under 
this heading, notify the congressional de-
fense committees in writing of the details of 
any such obligation: Provided further, That 
the United States may accept equipment 
procured using funds provided under this 
heading in this or prior Acts that was trans-
ferred to the security forces of Ukraine and 
returned by such forces to the United States: 
Provided further, That equipment procured 
using funds provided under this heading in 
this or prior Acts, and not yet transferred to 
the military or National Security Forces of 

Ukraine or returned by such forces to the 
United States, may be treated as stocks of 
the Department of Defense upon written no-
tification to the congressional defense com-
mittees: Provided further, That amounts 
made available by this section are des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 9015. Funds appropriated in this title 
shall be available for replacement of funds 
for items provided to the Government of 
Ukraine from the inventory of the United 
States to the extent specifically provided for 
in section 9014 of this Act. 

SEC. 9016. None of the funds made available 
by this Act under section 9014 for ‘‘Assist-
ance and Sustainment to the Military and 
National Security Forces of Ukraine’’ may 
be used to procure or transfer man-portable 
air defense systems. 

SEC. 9017. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this 
Act under the heading ‘‘Operation and Main-
tenance, Defense-Wide’’ for payments under 
section 1233 of Public Law 110–181 for reim-
bursement to the Government of Pakistan 
may be made available unless the Secretary 
of Defense, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State, certifies to the congressional 
defense committees that the Government of 
Pakistan is— 

(1) cooperating with the United States in 
counterterrorism efforts against the Haqqani 
Network, the Quetta Shura Taliban, Lashkar 
e-Tayyiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, Al Qaeda, 
and other domestic and foreign terrorist or-
ganizations, including taking steps to end 
support for such groups and prevent them 
from basing and operating in Pakistan and 
carrying out cross border attacks into neigh-
boring countries; 

(2) not supporting terrorist activities 
against United States or coalition forces in 
Afghanistan, and Pakistan’s military and in-
telligence agencies are not intervening 
extra-judicially into political and judicial 
processes in Pakistan; 

(3) dismantling improvised explosive device 
(IED) networks and interdicting precursor 
chemicals used in the manufacture of IEDs; 

(4) preventing the proliferation of nuclear- 
related material and expertise; 

(5) implementing policies to protect judi-
cial independence and due process of law; 

(6) issuing visas in a timely manner for 
United States visitors engaged in counterter-
rorism efforts and assistance programs in 
Pakistan; and 

(7) providing humanitarian organizations 
access to detainees, internally displaced per-
sons, and other Pakistani civilians affected 
by the conflict. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of State, may waive 
the restriction in subsection (a) on a case-by- 
case basis by certifying in writing to the 
congressional defense committees that it is 
in the national security interest to do so: 
Provided, That if the Secretary of Defense, in 
coordination with the Secretary of State, ex-
ercises such waiver authority, the Secre-
taries shall report to the congressional de-
fense committees on both the justification 
for the waiver and on the requirements of 
this section that the Government of Paki-
stan was not able to meet: Provided further, 
That such report may be submitted in classi-
fied form if necessary. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 9018. In addition to amounts otherwise 

made available in this Act, $500,000,000 is 
hereby appropriated to the Department of 
Defense and made available for transfer only 
to the operation and maintenance, military 

personnel, and procurement accounts, to im-
prove the intelligence, surveillance, and re-
connaissance capabilities of the Department 
of Defense: Provided, That the transfer au-
thority provided in this section is in addition 
to any other transfer authority provided 
elsewhere in this Act: Provided further, That 
not later than 30 days prior to exercising the 
transfer authority provided in this section, 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit a re-
port to the congressional defense commit-
tees on the proposed uses of these funds: Pro-
vided further, That the funds provided in this 
section may not be transferred to any pro-
gram, project, or activity specifically lim-
ited or denied by this Act: Provided further, 
That amounts made available by this section 
are designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985: Provided further, That 
the authority to provide funding under this 
section shall terminate on September 30, 
2016. 

SEC. 9019. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used with respect to 
Syria in contravention of the War Powers 
Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.), including 
for the introduction of United States armed 
or military forces into hostilities in Syria, 
into situations in Syria where imminent in-
volvement in hostilities is clearly indicated 
by the circumstances, or into Syrian terri-
tory, airspace, or waters while equipped for 
combat, in contravention of the congres-
sional consultation and reporting require-
ments of sections 3 and 4 of that law (50 
U.S.C. 1542 and 1543). 

SEC. 9020. None of the funds in this Act 
may be made available for the transfer of ad-
ditional C–130 cargo aircraft to the Afghani-
stan National Security Forces or the Af-
ghanistan Air Force until the Department of 
Defense provides a report to the congres-
sional defense committees of the Afghani-
stan Air Force’s medium airlift require-
ments. The report should identify Afghani-
stan’s ability to utilize and maintain exist-
ing medium lift aircraft in the inventory and 
the best alternative platform, if necessary, 
to provide additional support to the Afghani-
stan Air Force’s current medium airlift ca-
pacity. 

(RESCISSION) 

SEC. 9021. Of the funds appropriated in De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Acts, 
the following funds are hereby rescinded 
from the following accounts and programs in 
the specified amounts: Provided, That such 
amounts are designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as 
amended: 

‘‘Afghanistan Security Forces Fund’’, 2015/ 
2016, $400,000,000. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DEVEL-
OPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 

The following appropriations shall be ex-
pended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Army and the supervision of the Chief 
of Engineers for authorized civil functions of 
the Department of the Army pertaining to 
river and harbor, flood and storm damage re-
duction, shore protection, aquatic ecosystem 
restoration, and related efforts. 
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INVESTIGATIONS 

For expenses necessary where authorized 
by law for the collection and study of basic 
information pertaining to river and harbor, 
flood and storm damage reduction, shore 
protection, aquatic ecosystem restoration, 
and related needs; for surveys and detailed 
studies, and plans and specifications of pro-
posed river and harbor, flood and storm dam-
age reduction, shore protection, and aquatic 
ecosystem restoration projects, and related 
efforts prior to construction; for restudy of 
authorized projects; and for miscellaneous 
investigations, and, when authorized by law, 
surveys and detailed studies, and plans and 
specifications of projects prior to construc-
tion, $121,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the Secretary may 
initiate up to, but not more than, 10 new 
study starts during fiscal year 2016: Provided 
further, That the new study starts will con-
sist of seven studies where the majority of 
the benefits are derived from navigation 
transportation savings or from flood and 
storm damage reduction and three studies 
where the majority of benefits are derived 
from environmental restoration: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall not deviate 
from the new starts proposed in the work 
plan, once the plan has been submitted to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate. 

CONSTRUCTION 

For expenses necessary for the construc-
tion of river and harbor, flood and storm 
damage reduction, shore protection, aquatic 
ecosystem restoration, and related projects 
authorized by law; for conducting detailed 
studies, and plans and specifications, of such 
projects (including those involving participa-
tion by States, local governments, or private 
groups) authorized or made eligible for selec-
tion by law (but such detailed studies, and 
plans and specifications, shall not constitute 
a commitment of the Government to con-
struction); $1,862,250,000, to remain available 
until expended; of which such sums as are 
necessary to cover the Federal share of con-
struction costs for facilities under the 
Dredged Material Disposal Facilities pro-
gram shall be derived from the Harbor Main-
tenance Trust Fund as authorized by Public 
Law 104–303; and of which such sums as are 
necessary to cover one-half of the costs of 
construction, replacement, rehabilitation, 
and expansion of inland waterways projects 
shall be derived from the Inland Waterways 
Trust Fund, except as otherwise specifically 
provided for in law: Provided, That the Sec-
retary may initiate up to, but not more 
than, six new construction starts during fis-
cal year 2016: Provided further, That the new 
construction starts will consist of five 
projects where the majority of the benefits 
are derived from navigation transportation 
savings or from flood and storm damage re-
duction and one project where the majority 
of the benefits are derived from environ-
mental restoration: Provided further, That for 
new construction projects, project cost shar-
ing agreements shall be executed as soon as 
practicable but no later than August 31, 2016: 
Provided further, That no allocation for a new 
start shall be considered final and no work 
allowance shall be made until the Secretary 
provides to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate an out-year funding scenario 
demonstrating the affordability of the se-
lected new starts and the impacts on other 
projects: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may not deviate from the new starts pro-
posed in the work plan, once the plan has 
been submitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES 
For expenses necessary for flood damage 

reduction projects and related efforts in the 
Mississippi River alluvial valley below Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, as authorized by law, 
$345,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which such sums as are necessary 
to cover the Federal share of eligible oper-
ation and maintenance costs for inland har-
bors shall be derived from the Harbor Main-
tenance Trust Fund. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
For expenses necessary for the operation, 

maintenance, and care of existing river and 
harbor, flood and storm damage reduction, 
aquatic ecosystem restoration, and related 
projects authorized by law; providing secu-
rity for infrastructure owned or operated by 
the Corps, including administrative build-
ings and laboratories; maintaining harbor 
channels provided by a State, municipality, 
or other public agency that serve essential 
navigation needs of general commerce, 
where authorized by law; surveying and 
charting northern and northwestern lakes 
and connecting waters; clearing and 
straightening channels; and removing ob-
structions to navigation, $3,137,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which such 
sums as are necessary to cover the Federal 
share of eligible operation and maintenance 
costs for coastal harbors and channels, and 
for inland harbors shall be derived from the 
Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund; of which 
such sums as become available from the spe-
cial account for the Corps of Engineers es-
tablished by the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Act of 1965 shall be derived from 
that account for resource protection, re-
search, interpretation, and maintenance ac-
tivities related to resource protection in the 
areas at which outdoor recreation is avail-
able; and of which such sums as become 
available from fees collected under section 
217 of Public Law 104–303 shall be used to 
cover the cost of operation and maintenance 
of the dredged material disposal facilities for 
which such fees have been collected: Pro-
vided, That 1 percent of the total amount of 
funds provided for each of the programs, 
projects, or activities funded under this 
heading shall not be allocated to a field oper-
ating activity prior to the beginning of the 
fourth quarter of the fiscal year and shall be 
available for use by the Chief of Engineers to 
fund such emergency activities as the Chief 
of Engineers determines to be necessary and 
appropriate, and that the Chief of Engineers 
shall allocate during the fourth quarter any 
remaining funds which have not been used 
for emergency activities proportionally in 
accordance with the amounts provided for 
the programs, projects, or activities. 

REGULATORY PROGRAM 
For expenses necessary for administration 

of laws pertaining to regulation of navigable 
waters and wetlands, $200,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017. 

FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL ACTION 
PROGRAM 

For expenses necessary to clean up con-
tamination from sites in the United States 
resulting from work performed as part of the 
Nation’s early atomic energy program, 
$112,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

FLOOD CONTROL AND COASTAL EMERGENCIES 
For expenses necessary to prepare for 

flood, hurricane, and other natural disasters 
and support emergency operations, repairs, 
and other activities in response to such dis-
asters as authorized by law, $28,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for the supervision 

and general administration of the civil 

works program in the headquarters of the 
Corps of Engineers and the offices of the Di-
vision Engineers; and for costs of manage-
ment and operation of the Humphreys Engi-
neer Center Support Activity, the Institute 
for Water Resources, the United States 
Army Engineer Research and Development 
Center, and the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers Finance Center allocable to the 
civil works program, $179,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, of which 
not to exceed $5,000 may be used for official 
reception and representation purposes and 
only during the current fiscal year: Provided, 
That no part of any other appropriation pro-
vided in this title shall be available to fund 
the civil works activities of the Office of the 
Chief of Engineers or the civil works execu-
tive direction and management activities of 
the division offices: Provided further, That 
any Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies 
appropriation may be used to fund the super-
vision and general administration of emer-
gency operations, repairs, and other activi-
ties in response to any flood, hurricane, or 
other natural disaster. 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE 
ARMY FOR CIVIL WORKS 

For the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
the Army for Civil Works as authorized by 10 
U.S.C. 3016(b)(3), $4,750,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017: Provided, That 
not more than 50 percent of such amount 
may be obligated or expended until the As-
sistant Secretary submits to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress a work plan that allocates at least 95 
percent of the additional funding provided 
under each heading in this title (as des-
ignated under such heading in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act)) to specific programs, projects, or 
activities. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—CORPS OF 
ENGINEERS—CIVIL 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 101. (a) None of the funds provided in 
title I of this Act, or provided by previous 
appropriations Acts to the agencies or enti-
ties funded in title I of this Act that remain 
available for obligation or expenditure in fis-
cal year 2016, shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure through a reprogram-
ming of funds that: 

(1) creates or initiates a new program, 
project, or activity; 

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity; 

(3) increases funds or personnel for any 
program, project, or activity for which funds 
have been denied or restricted by this Act, 
unless prior approval is received from the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions; 

(4) proposes to use funds directed for a spe-
cific activity for a different purpose, unless 
prior approval is received from the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations; 

(5) augments or reduces existing programs, 
projects, or activities in excess of the 
amounts contained in paragraphs (6) through 
(10), unless prior approval is received from 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations; 

(6) INVESTIGATIONS.—For a base level over 
$100,000, reprogramming of 25 percent of the 
base amount up to a limit of $150,000 per 
project, study or activity is allowed: Pro-
vided, That for a base level less than $100,000, 
the reprogramming limit is $25,000: Provided 
further, That up to $25,000 may be repro-
grammed into any continuing study or activ-
ity that did not receive an appropriation for 
existing obligations and concomitant admin-
istrative expenses; 
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(7) CONSTRUCTION.—For a base level over 

$2,000,000, reprogramming of 15 percent of the 
base amount up to a limit of $3,000,000 per 
project, study or activity is allowed: Pro-
vided, That for a base level less than 
$2,000,000, the reprogramming limit is 
$300,000: Provided further, That up to $3,000,000 
may be reprogrammed for settled contractor 
claims, changed conditions, or real estate de-
ficiency judgments: Provided further, That up 
to $300,000 may be reprogrammed into any 
continuing study or activity that did not re-
ceive an appropriation for existing obliga-
tions and concomitant administrative ex-
penses; 

(8) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—Unlim-
ited reprogramming authority is granted for 
the Corps to be able to respond to emer-
gencies: Provided, That the Chief of Engi-
neers shall notify the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations of these 
emergency actions as soon thereafter as 
practicable: Provided further, That for a base 
level over $1,000,000, reprogramming of 15 
percent of the base amount up to a limit of 
$5,000,000 per project, study, or activity is al-
lowed: Provided further, That for a base level 
less than $1,000,000, the reprogramming limit 
is $150,000: Provided further, That $150,000 may 
be reprogrammed into any continuing study 
or activity that did not receive an appropria-
tion; 

(9) MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES.— 
The reprogramming guidelines in paragraphs 
(6), (7), and (8) shall apply to the Investiga-
tions, Construction, and Operation and 
Maintenance portions of the Mississippi 
River and Tributaries Account, respectively; 
and 

(10) FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL AC-
TION PROGRAM.—Reprogramming of up to 15 
percent of the base of the receiving project is 
permitted. 

(b) DE MINIMUS REPROGRAMMINGS.—In no 
case should a reprogramming for less than 
$50,000 be submitted to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations. 

(c) CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM.— 
Subsection (a)(1) shall not apply to any 
project or activity funded under the con-
tinuing authorities program. 

(d) Not later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
submit a report to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations to establish 
the baseline for application of reprogram-
ming and transfer authorities for the current 
fiscal year which shall include: 

(1) A table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the President’s 
budget request, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if applicable, and the fiscal year en-
acted level; 

(2) A delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation both by object class and pro-
gram, project and activity as detailed in the 
budget appendix for the respective appro-
priations; and 

(3) An identification of items of special 
congressional interest. 

SEC. 102. The Secretary shall allocate funds 
made available in this Act solely in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Act and the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act), including the determina-
tion and designation of new starts. 

SEC. 103. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to award or modify 
any contract that commits funds beyond the 
amounts appropriated for that program, 
project, or activity that remain unobligated, 
except that such amounts may include any 
funds that have been made available through 
reprogramming pursuant to section 101. 

SEC. 104. The Secretary of the Army may 
transfer to the Fish and Wildlife Service, and 

the Fish and Wildlife Service may accept and 
expend, up to $5,400,000 of funds provided in 
this title under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance’’ to mitigate for fisheries lost 
due to Corps of Engineers projects. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act making appropria-
tions for Energy and Water Development for 
any fiscal year may be used by the Corps of 
Engineers during the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, to develop, adopt, imple-
ment, administer, or enforce any change to 
the regulations in effect on October 1, 2012, 
pertaining to the definitions of the terms 
‘‘fill material’’ or ‘‘discharge of fill mate-
rial’’ for the purposes of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.). 

SEC. 106. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used for an open lake placement alter-
native of dredged material, after evaluating 
the least costly, environmentally acceptable 
manner for the disposal or management of 
dredged material originating from Lake Erie 
or tributaries thereto, unless it is approved 
under a State water quality certification 
pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 1341. 

SEC. 107. (a) Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall execute a transfer agreement 
with the South Florida Water Management 
District for the project identified as the 
‘‘Ten Mile Creek Water Preserve Area Crit-
ical Restoration Project’’, carried out under 
section 528(b)(3) of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 1996 (110 Stat. 3768). 

(b) The transfer agreement under sub-
section (a) shall require the South Florida 
Water Management District to operate the 
transferred project as an environmental res-
toration project to provide water storage and 
water treatment options. 

(c) Upon execution of the transfer agree-
ment under subsection (a), the Ten Mile 
Creek Water Preserve Area Critical Restora-
tion Project shall no longer be authorized as 
a Federal project. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used for any acquisition 
that is not consistent with 48 CFR 225.7007. 

SEC. 109. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to continue the 
study conducted by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers pursuant to section 5018(a)(1) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 
(Public Law 110–114). 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to require a permit 
for the discharge of dredged or fill material 
under the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq.) for the activities 
identified in subparagraphs (A) and (C) of 
section 404(f)(1) of the Act (33 U.S.C. 
1344(f)(1)(A), (C)). 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNT 
For carrying out activities authorized by 

the Central Utah Project Completion Act, 
$10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $1,000,000 shall be deposited 
into the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and 
Conservation Account for use by the Utah 
Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation 
Commission: Provided, That of the amount 
provided under this heading, $1,350,000 shall 
be available until September 30, 2017, for ex-
penses necessary in carrying out related re-
sponsibilities of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2016, of the amount made available to the 
Commission under this Act or any other Act, 
the Commission may use an amount not to 
exceed $1,500,000 for administrative expenses. 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
The following appropriations shall be ex-

pended to execute authorized functions of 
the Bureau of Reclamation: 

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For management, development, and res-
toration of water and related natural re-
sources and for related activities, including 
the operation, maintenance, and rehabilita-
tion of reclamation and other facilities, par-
ticipation in fulfilling related Federal re-
sponsibilities to Native Americans, and re-
lated grants to, and cooperative and other 
agreements with, State and local govern-
ments, federally recognized Indian tribes, 
and others, $1,118,972,000, to remain available 
until expended, of which $22,000 shall be 
available for transfer to the Upper Colorado 
River Basin Fund and $5,899,000 shall be 
available for transfer to the Lower Colorado 
River Basin Development Fund; of which 
such amounts as may be necessary may be 
advanced to the Colorado River Dam Fund: 
Provided, That such transfers may be in-
creased or decreased within the overall ap-
propriation under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That of the total appropriated, the 
amount for program activities that can be fi-
nanced by the Reclamation Fund or the Bu-
reau of Reclamation special fee account es-
tablished by 16 U.S.C. 6806 shall be derived 
from that Fund or account: Provided further, 
That funds contributed under 43 U.S.C. 395 
are available until expended for the purposes 
for which the funds were contributed: Pro-
vided further, That funds advanced under 43 
U.S.C. 397a shall be credited to this account 
and are available until expended for the 
same purposes as the sums appropriated 
under this heading: Provided further, That of 
the amounts provided herein, funds may be 
used for high-priority projects which shall be 
carried out by the Youth Conservation 
Corps, as authorized by 16 U.S.C. 1706. 

CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT RESTORATION FUND 

For carrying out the programs, projects, 
plans, habitat restoration, improvement, and 
acquisition provisions of the Central Valley 
Project Improvement Act, $49,528,000, to be 
derived from such sums as may be collected 
in the Central Valley Project Restoration 
Fund pursuant to sections 3407(d), 3404(c)(3), 
and 3405(f) of Public Law 102–575, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
Bureau of Reclamation is directed to assess 
and collect the full amount of the additional 
mitigation and restoration payments author-
ized by section 3407(d) of Public Law 102–575: 
Provided further, That none of the funds made 
available under this heading may be used for 
the acquisition or leasing of water for in- 
stream purposes if the water is already com-
mitted to in-stream purposes by a court 
adopted decree or order. 

CALIFORNIA BAY-DELTA RESTORATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For carrying out activities authorized by 
the Water Supply, Reliability, and Environ-
mental Improvement Act, consistent with 
plans to be approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior, $37,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which such amounts as may be 
necessary to carry out such activities may 
be transferred to appropriate accounts of 
other participating Federal agencies to carry 
out authorized purposes: Provided, That 
funds appropriated herein may be used for 
the Federal share of the costs of CALFED 
Program management: Provided further, That 
CALFED implementation shall be carried 
out in a balanced manner with clear per-
formance measures demonstrating concur-
rent progress in achieving the goals and ob-
jectives of the Program. 

POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 

For expenses necessary for policy, adminis-
tration, and related functions in the Office of 
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the Commissioner, the Denver office, and of-
fices in the five regions of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, $59,500,000, to be derived from 
the Reclamation Fund and be nonreimburs-
able as provided in 43 U.S.C. 377: Provided, 
That no part of any other appropriation in 
this Act shall be available for activities or 
functions budgeted as policy and administra-
tion expenses. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
Appropriations for the Bureau of Reclama-

tion shall be available for purchase of not to 
exceed five passenger motor vehicles, which 
are for replacement only. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF THE INTERIOR 

SEC. 201. (a) None of the funds provided in 
title II of this Act for Water and Related Re-
sources, or provided by previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies or entities funded 
in title II of this Act for Water and Related 
Resources that remain available for obliga-
tion or expenditure in fiscal year 2016, shall 
be available for obligation or expenditure 
through a reprogramming of funds that— 

(1) initiates or creates a new program, 
project, or activity; 

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity; 

(3) increases funds for any program, 
project, or activity for which funds have 
been denied or restricted by this Act, unless 
prior approval is received from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate; 

(4) restarts or resumes any program, 
project or activity for which funds are not 
provided in this Act, unless prior approval is 
received from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate; 

(5) transfers funds in excess of the fol-
lowing limits, unless prior approval is re-
ceived from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate: 

(A) 15 percent for any program, project or 
activity for which $2,000,000 or more is avail-
able at the beginning of the fiscal year; or 

(B) $300,000 for any program, project or ac-
tivity for which less than $2,000,000 is avail-
able at the beginning of the fiscal year; 

(6) transfers more than $500,000 from either 
the Facilities Operation, Maintenance, and 
Rehabilitation category or the Resources 
Management and Development category to 
any program, project, or activity in the 
other category, unless prior approval is re-
ceived from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate; or 

(7) transfers, where necessary to discharge 
legal obligations of the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, more than $5,000,000 to provide ade-
quate funds for settled contractor claims, in-
creased contractor earnings due to acceler-
ated rates of operations, and real estate defi-
ciency judgments, unless prior approval is 
received from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. 

(b) Subsection (a)(5) shall not apply to any 
transfer of funds within the Facilities Oper-
ation, Maintenance, and Rehabilitation cat-
egory. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term 
transfer means any movement of funds into 
or out of a program, project, or activity. 

(d) The Bureau of Reclamation shall sub-
mit reports on a quarterly basis to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate detailing all 
the funds reprogrammed between programs, 
projects, activities, or categories of funding. 
The first quarterly report shall be submitted 
not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

SEC. 202. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be used to determine the final point of dis-
charge for the interceptor drain for the San 
Luis Unit until development by the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the State of Cali-
fornia of a plan, which shall conform to the 
water quality standards of the State of Cali-
fornia as approved by the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, to 
minimize any detrimental effect of the San 
Luis drainage waters. 

(b) The costs of the Kesterson Reservoir 
Cleanup Program and the costs of the San 
Joaquin Valley Drainage Program shall be 
classified by the Secretary of the Interior as 
reimbursable or nonreimbursable and col-
lected until fully repaid pursuant to the 
‘‘Cleanup Program—Alternative Repayment 
Plan’’ and the ‘‘SJVDP—Alternative Repay-
ment Plan’’ described in the report entitled 
‘‘Repayment Report, Kesterson Reservoir 
Cleanup Program and San Joaquin Valley 
Drainage Program, February 1995’’, prepared 
by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation. Any future obligations of funds 
by the United States relating to, or pro-
viding for, drainage service or drainage stud-
ies for the San Luis Unit shall be fully reim-
bursable by San Luis Unit beneficiaries of 
such service or studies pursuant to Federal 
reclamation law. 

SEC. 203. The Reclamation Safety of Dams 
Act of 1978 is amended by— 

(1) striking ‘‘Construction’’ and inserting 
‘‘Except as provided in section 5B, construc-
tion’’ in section 3; and 

(2) inserting after section 5A (43 U.S.C. 
509a) the following: 

‘‘SEC. 5B. Notwithstanding section 3, if the 
Secretary, in her judgment, determines that 
additional project benefits, including but not 
limited to additional conservation storage 
capacity, are necessary and in the interests 
of the United States and the project and are 
feasible and not inconsistent with the pur-
poses of this Act, the Secretary is authorized 
to develop additional project benefits 
through the construction of new or supple-
mentary works on a project in conjunction 
with the Secretary’s activities under section 
2 of this Act and subject to the conditions 
described in the feasibility study, provided a 
cost share agreement related to the addi-
tional project benefits is reached among non- 
Federal and Federal funding participants and 
the costs associated with developing the ad-
ditional project benefits are allocated exclu-
sively among beneficiaries of the additional 
project benefits and repaid consistent with 
all provisions of Federal Reclamation law 
(the Act of June 17, 1902, 43 U.S.C. 371 et seq.) 
and acts supplemental to and amendatory of 
that Act.’’. 

SEC. 204. Section 5 of the Reclamation 
Safety of Dams Act of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 509) is 
amended in the first sentence— 

(a) by inserting ‘‘and effective October 1, 
2015, not to exceed an additional $1,100,000,000 
(October 1, 2003, price levels),’’ after ‘‘(Octo-
ber 1, 2003, price levels),’’; 

(b) in the proviso— 
(1) by striking ‘‘$1,250,000’’ and inserting 

‘‘$20,000,000’’; and 
(2) by striking ‘‘Congress’’ and inserting 

‘‘Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘For 
modification expenditures between $1,800,000 
and $20,000,000 (October 1, 2015, price levels), 
the Secretary of the Interior shall, at least 
30 days before the date on which the funds 
are expended, submit written notice of the 
expenditures to the Committee on Natural 
Resources of the House of Representatives 
and Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources of the Senate that provides a sum-
mary of the project, the cost of the project, 
and any alternatives that were considered.’’. 

SEC. 205. The Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, shall— 

(1) complete the feasibility studies de-
scribed in clauses (i)(I) and (ii)(II) of section 
103(d)(1)(A) of Public Law 108–361 (118 Stat. 
1684) and submit such studies to the appro-
priate committees of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate not later than Decem-
ber 31, 2015; 

(2) complete the feasibility studies de-
scribed in clauses (i)(II) and (ii)(I) of section 
103(d)(1)(A) of Public Law 108–361 and submit 
such studies to the appropriate committees 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate not later than November 30, 2016; 

(3) complete the feasibility study described 
in section 103(f)(1)(A) of Public Law 108–361 
(118 Stat. 1694) and submit such study to the 
appropriate committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate not later than 
December 31, 2017; and 

(4) provide a progress report on the status 
of the feasibility studies referred to in para-
graphs (1) through (3) to the appropriate 
committees of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
each 180 days thereafter until December 31, 
2017, as applicable. The report shall include 
timelines for study completion, draft envi-
ronmental impact statements, final environ-
mental impact statements, and Records of 
Decision. 

SEC. 206. Section 9504(e) of the Secure 
Water Act of 2009 (42 U.S.C. 10364(e)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘$300,000,000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$350,000,000’’. 

SEC. 207. Title I of Public Law 108–361 (the 
Calfed Bay-Delta Authorization Act) (118 
Stat. 1681), as amended by section 210 of Pub-
lic Law 111–85, is amended by striking ‘‘2016’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘2017’’. 

TITLE III 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

ENERGY PROGRAMS 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For Department of Energy expenses includ-

ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy activities in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $2,073,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $155,000,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2017, for program direc-
tion: Provided further, That of the amount 
provided under this heading, the Secretary 
may transfer up to $45,000,000 to the Defense 
Production Act Fund for activities of the De-
partment of Energy pursuant to the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. App. 2061, et 
seq.). 

ELECTRICITY DELIVERY AND ENERGY 
RELIABILITY 

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for electricity de-
livery and energy reliability activities in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $206,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
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such amount, $28,000,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2017, for program direc-
tion. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for nuclear energy 
activities in carrying out the purposes of the 
Department of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition 
or condemnation of any real property or any 
facility or for plant or facility acquisition, 
construction, or expansion, $986,161,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount, $80,000,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2017, for pro-
gram direction including official reception 
and representation expenses not to exceed 
$10,000. 

FOSSIL ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out fossil energy research 
and development activities, under the au-
thority of the Department of Energy Organi-
zation Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including 
the acquisition of interest, including defea-
sible and equitable interests in any real 
property or any facility or for plant or facil-
ity acquisition or expansion, and for con-
ducting inquiries, technological investiga-
tions and research concerning the extrac-
tion, processing, use, and disposal of mineral 
substances without objectionable social and 
environmental costs (30 U.S.C. 3, 1602, and 
1603), $632,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That of such amount 
$114,202,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for program direction. 

NAVAL PETROLEUM AND OIL SHALE RESERVES 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary to carry out naval petroleum and oil 
shale reserve activities, $17,500,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, un-
obligated funds remaining from prior years 
shall be available for all naval petroleum 
and oil shale reserve activities. 

STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary for Strategic Petroleum Reserve facil-
ity development and operations and program 
management activities pursuant to the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 
6201 et seq.), $212,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

NORTHEAST HOME HEATING OIL RESERVE 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary for Northeast Home Heating Oil Re-
serve storage, operation, and management 
activities pursuant to the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.), 
$7,600,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out the activities of the 
Energy Information Administration, 
$122,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

NON-DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other expenses necessary for non-defense en-
vironmental cleanup activities in carrying 
out the purposes of the Department of En-
ergy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), 
including the acquisition or condemnation of 
any real property or any facility or for plant 
or facility acquisition, construction, or ex-
pansion, $255,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

URANIUM ENRICHMENT DECONTAMINATION AND 
DECOMMISSIONING FUND 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out uranium enrichment 
facility decontamination and decommis-
sioning, remedial actions, and other activi-
ties of title II of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954, and title X, subtitle A, of the Energy 
Policy Act of 1992, $673,749,000, to be derived 
from the Uranium Enrichment Decontamina-
tion and Decommissioning Fund, to remain 
available until expended, of which $32,959,000 
shall be available in accordance with title X, 
subtitle A, of the Energy Policy Act of 1992. 

SCIENCE 
For Department of Energy expenses includ-

ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for science activi-
ties in carrying out the purposes of the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition 
or condemnation of any real property or fa-
cility or for plant or facility acquisition, 
construction, or expansion, and purchase of 
not more than 17 passenger motor vehicles 
for replacement only, including one ambu-
lance and one bus, $5,350,200,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $185,000,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2017, for program direc-
tion: Provided further, That of such amount, 
not more than $115,000,000 shall be made 
available for the in-kind contributions and 
related support activities of ITER: Provided 
further, That not later than May 2, 2016, the 
Secretary of Energy shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress a report recommending 
either that the United States remain a part-
ner in the ITER project after October 2017 or 
terminate participation, which shall include, 
as applicable, an estimate of either the full 
cost, by fiscal year, of all future Federal 
funding requirements for construction, oper-
ation, and maintenance of ITER or the cost 
of termination. 

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY— 
ENERGY 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out the activities author-
ized by section 5012 of the America COM-
PETES Act (Public Law 110–69), $291,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount, $29,250,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2017, for pro-
gram direction. 

TITLE 17 INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN 
GUARANTEE PROGRAM 

Such sums as are derived from amounts re-
ceived from borrowers pursuant to section 
1702(b) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 under 
this heading in prior Acts, shall be collected 
in accordance with section 502(7) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided, That 
for necessary administrative expenses to 
carry out this Loan Guarantee program, 
$42,000,000 is appropriated, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017: Provided fur-
ther, That $25,000,000 of the fees collected 
pursuant to section 1702(h) of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 shall be credited as offset-
ting collections to this account to cover ad-
ministrative expenses and shall remain 
available until expended, so as to result in a 
final fiscal year 2016 appropriation from the 
general fund estimated at not more than 
$17,000,000: Provided further, That fees col-
lected under section 1702(h) in excess of the 
amount appropriated for administrative ex-
penses shall not be available until appro-
priated: Provided further, That the Depart-
ment of Energy shall not subordinate any 
loan obligation to other financing in viola-
tion of section 1702 of the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005 or subordinate any Guaranteed Obli-

gation to any loan or other debt obligations 
in violation of section 609.10 of title 10, Code 
of Federal Regulations. 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY VEHICLES 
MANUFACTURING LOAN PROGRAM 

For Department of Energy administrative 
expenses necessary in carrying out the Ad-
vanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing 
Loan Program, $6,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 
For salaries and expenses of the Depart-

ment of Energy necessary for departmental 
administration in carrying out the purposes 
of the Department of Energy Organization 
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), $248,142,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, in-
cluding the hire of passenger motor vehicles 
and official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $30,000, plus such addi-
tional amounts as necessary to cover in-
creases in the estimated amount of cost of 
work for others notwithstanding the provi-
sions of the Anti-Deficiency Act (31 U.S.C. 
1511 et seq.): Provided, That such increases in 
cost of work are offset by revenue increases 
of the same or greater amount: Provided fur-
ther, That moneys received by the Depart-
ment for miscellaneous revenues estimated 
to total $117,171,000 in fiscal year 2016 may be 
retained and used for operating expenses 
within this account, as authorized by section 
201 of Public Law 95–238, notwithstanding the 
provisions of 31 U.S.C. 3302: Provided further, 
That the sum herein appropriated shall be 
reduced as collections are received during 
the fiscal year so as to result in a final fiscal 
year 2016 appropriation from the general 
fund estimated at not more than $130,971,000: 
Provided further, That of the total amount 
made available under this heading, $31,297,000 
is for Energy Policy and Systems Analysis. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For expenses necessary for the Office of the 

Inspector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$46,424,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 
ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION 
WEAPONS ACTIVITIES 

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other incidental expenses necessary for 
atomic energy defense weapons activities in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $8,846,948,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $97,118,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2017, for program direc-
tion: Provided further, That funding made 
available under this heading may be made 
available for project engineering and design 
for the Albuquerque Complex Project. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION 
For Department of Energy expenses, in-

cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other incidental expenses necessary for de-
fense nuclear nonproliferation activities, in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $1,940,302,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

NAVAL REACTORS 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary for naval reactors activities to carry 
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out the Department of Energy Organization 
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the ac-
quisition (by purchase, condemnation, con-
struction, or otherwise) of real property, 
plant, and capital equipment, facilities, and 
facility expansion, $1,375,496,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $42,504,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2017, for program direc-
tion. 

FEDERAL SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for Federal Sala-
ries and Expenses in the National Nuclear 
Security Administration, $383,666,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, in-
cluding official reception and representation 
expenses not to exceed $12,000: Provided, That 
of the unobligated balances from prior year 
appropriations available under this heading, 
$19,900,000 is hereby rescinded: Provided fur-
ther, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE 
ACTIVITIES 

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other expenses necessary for atomic energy 
defense environmental cleanup activities in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, and the purchase of not 
to exceed one fire apparatus pumper truck 
and one armored vehicle for replacement 
only, $5,289,742,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That of such amount 
$281,951,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for program direction. 

OTHER DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other expenses, necessary for atomic energy 
defense, other defense activities, and classi-
fied activities, in carrying out the purposes 
of the Department of Energy Organization 
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the ac-
quisition or condemnation of any real prop-
erty or any facility or for plant or facility 
acquisition, construction, or expansion, 
$776,425,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amount, 
$249,137,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for program direction. 

POWER MARKETING ADMINISTRATIONS 

BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION FUND 

Expenditures from the Bonneville Power 
Administration Fund, established pursuant 
to Public Law 93–454, are approved for the 
Shoshone Paiute Trout Hatchery, the Spo-
kane Tribal Hatchery, the Snake River 
Sockeye Weirs and, in addition, for official 
reception and representation expenses in an 
amount not to exceed $5,000: Provided, That 
during fiscal year 2016, no new direct loan 
obligations may be made. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SOUTHEASTERN 
POWER ADMINISTRATION 

For expenses necessary for operation and 
maintenance of power transmission facilities 
and for marketing electric power and energy, 
including transmission wheeling and ancil-
lary services, pursuant to section 5 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), as 
applied to the southeastern power area, 

$6,900,000, including official reception and 
representation expenses in an amount not to 
exceed $1,500, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302 and section 5 of the Flood Control 
Act of 1944, up to $6,900,000 collected by the 
Southeastern Power Administration from 
the sale of power and related services shall 
be credited to this account as discretionary 
offsetting collections, to remain available 
until expended for the sole purpose of fund-
ing the annual expenses of the Southeastern 
Power Administration: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated for annual ex-
penses shall be reduced as collections are re-
ceived during the fiscal year so as to result 
in a final fiscal year 2016 appropriation esti-
mated at not more than $0: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, up to 
$66,500,000 collected by the Southeastern 
Power Administration pursuant to the Flood 
Control Act of 1944 to recover purchase 
power and wheeling expenses shall be cred-
ited to this account as offsetting collections, 
to remain available until expended for the 
sole purpose of making purchase power and 
wheeling expenditures: Provided further, That 
for purposes of this appropriation, annual ex-
penses means expenditures that are gen-
erally recovered in the same year that they 
are incurred (excluding purchase power and 
wheeling expenses). 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
SOUTHWESTERN POWER ADMINISTRATION 

For expenses necessary for operation and 
maintenance of power transmission facilities 
and for marketing electric power and energy, 
for construction and acquisition of trans-
mission lines, substations and appurtenant 
facilities, and for administrative expenses, 
including official reception and representa-
tion expenses in an amount not to exceed 
$1,500 in carrying out section 5 of the Flood 
Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), as applied 
to the Southwestern Power Administration, 
$47,361,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302 and section 5 of the Flood Control 
Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), up to $35,961,000 
collected by the Southwestern Power Admin-
istration from the sale of power and related 
services shall be credited to this account as 
discretionary offsetting collections, to re-
main available until expended, for the sole 
purpose of funding the annual expenses of 
the Southwestern Power Administration: 
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated for annual expenses shall be reduced 
as collections are received during the fiscal 
year so as to result in a final fiscal year 2016 
appropriation estimated at not more than 
$11,400,000: Provided further, That notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, up to $63,000,000 col-
lected by the Southwestern Power Adminis-
tration pursuant to the Flood Control Act of 
1944 to recover purchase power and wheeling 
expenses shall be credited to this account as 
offsetting collections, to remain available 
until expended for the sole purpose of mak-
ing purchase power and wheeling expendi-
tures: Provided further, That for purposes of 
this appropriation, annual expenses means 
expenditures that are generally recovered in 
the same year that they are incurred (ex-
cluding purchase power and wheeling ex-
penses). 
CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, OPERATION 

AND MAINTENANCE, WESTERN AREA POWER 
ADMINISTRATION 
For carrying out the functions authorized 

by title III, section 302(a)(1)(E) of the Act of 
August 4, 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7152), and other re-
lated activities including conservation and 
renewable resources programs as authorized, 
$307,714,000, including official reception and 
representation expenses in an amount not to 
exceed $1,500, to remain available until ex-

pended, of which $302,000,000 shall be derived 
from the Department of the Interior Rec-
lamation Fund: Provided, That notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, section 5 of the Flood 
Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), and sec-
tion 1 of the Interior Department Appropria-
tion Act, 1939 (43 U.S.C. 392a), up to 
$214,342,000 collected by the Western Area 
Power Administration from the sale of power 
and related services shall be credited to this 
account as discretionary offsetting collec-
tions, to remain available until expended, for 
the sole purpose of funding the annual ex-
penses of the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration: Provided further, That the sum here-
in appropriated for annual expenses shall be 
reduced as collections are received during 
the fiscal year so as to result in a final fiscal 
year 2016 appropriation estimated at not 
more than $93,372,000, of which $87,658,000 is 
derived from the Reclamation Fund: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, 
up to $352,813,000 collected by the Western 
Area Power Administration pursuant to the 
Flood Control Act of 1944 and the Reclama-
tion Project Act of 1939 to recover purchase 
power and wheeling expenses shall be cred-
ited to this account as offsetting collections, 
to remain available until expended for the 
sole purpose of making purchase power and 
wheeling expenditures: Provided further, That 
for purposes of this appropriation, annual ex-
penses means expenditures that are gen-
erally recovered in the same year that they 
are incurred (excluding purchase power and 
wheeling expenses). 

FALCON AND AMISTAD OPERATING AND 
MAINTENANCE FUND 

For operation, maintenance, and emer-
gency costs for the hydroelectric facilities at 
the Falcon and Amistad Dams, $4,490,000, to 
remain available until expended, and to be 
derived from the Falcon and Amistad Oper-
ating and Maintenance Fund of the Western 
Area Power Administration, as provided in 
section 2 of the Act of June 18, 1954 (68 Stat. 
255): Provided, That notwithstanding the pro-
visions of that Act and of 31 U.S.C. 3302, up 
to $4,262,000 collected by the Western Area 
Power Administration from the sale of power 
and related services from the Falcon and 
Amistad Dams shall be credited to this ac-
count as discretionary offsetting collections, 
to remain available until expended for the 
sole purpose of funding the annual expenses 
of the hydroelectric facilities of these Dams 
and associated Western Area Power Adminis-
tration activities: Provided further, That the 
sum herein appropriated for annual expenses 
shall be reduced as collections are received 
during the fiscal year so as to result in a 
final fiscal year 2016 appropriation estimated 
at not more than $228,000: Provided further, 
That for purposes of this appropriation, an-
nual expenses means expenditures that are 
generally recovered in the same year that 
they are incurred: Provided further, That for 
fiscal year 2016, the Administrator of the 
Western Area Power Administration may ac-
cept up to $460,000 in funds contributed by 
United States power customers of the Falcon 
and Amistad Dams for deposit into the Fal-
con and Amistad Operating and Maintenance 
Fund, and such funds shall be available for 
the purpose for which contributed in like 
manner as if said sums had been specifically 
appropriated for such purpose: Provided fur-
ther, That any such funds shall be available 
without further appropriation and without 
fiscal year limitation for use by the Commis-
sioner of the United States Section of the 
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion for the sole purpose of operating, main-
taining, repairing, rehabilitating, replacing, 
or upgrading the hydroelectric facilities at 
these Dams in accordance with agreements 
reached between the Administrator, Com-
missioner, and the power customers. 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for the Federal En-

ergy Regulatory Commission to carry out 
the provisions of the Department of Energy 
Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), in-
cluding services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $3,000, and the hire of 
passenger motor vehicles, $319,800,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, not to exceed $319,800,000 of revenues 
from fees and annual charges, and other 
services and collections in fiscal year 2016 
shall be retained and used for expenses nec-
essary in this account, and shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That the sum herein appropriated from the 
general fund shall be reduced as revenues are 
received during fiscal year 2016 so as to re-
sult in a final fiscal year 2016 appropriation 
from the general fund estimated at not more 
than $0. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER AND RESCISSIONS OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 301. (a) No appropriation, funds, or au-
thority made available by this title for the 
Department of Energy shall be used to ini-
tiate or resume any program, project, or ac-
tivity or to prepare or initiate Requests For 
Proposals or similar arrangements (includ-
ing Requests for Quotations, Requests for In-
formation, and Funding Opportunity An-
nouncements) for a program, project, or ac-
tivity if the program, project, or activity has 
not been funded by Congress. 

(b)(1) Unless the Secretary of Energy noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress at least 3 full busi-
ness days in advance, none of the funds made 
available in this title may be used to— 

(A) make a grant allocation or discre-
tionary grant award totaling $1,000,000 or 
more; 

(B) make a discretionary contract award or 
Other Transaction Agreement totaling 
$1,000,000 or more, including a contract cov-
ered by the Federal Acquisition Regulation; 

(C) issue a letter of intent to make an allo-
cation, award, or Agreement in excess of the 
limits in subparagraph (A) or (B); or 

(D) announce publicly the intention to 
make an allocation, award, or Agreement in 
excess of the limits in subparagraph (A) or 
(B). 

(2) The Secretary of Energy shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress within 15 days of the con-
clusion of each quarter a report detailing 
each grant allocation or discretionary grant 
award totaling less than $1,000,000 provided 
during the previous quarter. 

(3) The notification required by paragraph 
(1) and the report required by paragraph (2) 
shall include the recipient of the award, the 
amount of the award, the fiscal year for 
which the funds for the award were appro-
priated, the account and program, project, or 
activity from which the funds are being 
drawn, the title of the award, and a brief de-
scription of the activity for which the award 
is made. 

(c) The Department of Energy may not, 
with respect to any program, project, or ac-
tivity that uses budget authority made 
available in this title under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of Energy—Energy Programs’’, 
enter into a multiyear contract, award a 
multiyear grant, or enter into a multiyear 
cooperative agreement unless— 

(1) the contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement is funded for the full period of 
performance as anticipated at the time of 
award; or 

(2) the contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement includes a clause conditioning the 
Federal Government’s obligation on the 
availability of future year budget authority 
and the Secretary notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress at least 3 days in advance. 

(d) Except as provided in subsections (e), 
(f), and (g), the amounts made available by 
this title shall be expended as authorized by 
law for the programs, projects, and activities 
specified in the ‘‘Final Bill’’ column in the 
‘‘Department of Energy’’ table included 
under the heading ‘‘Title III—Department of 
Energy’’ in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 

(e) The amounts made available by this 
title may be reprogrammed for any program, 
project, or activity, and the Department 
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress at least 30 
days prior to the use of any proposed re-
programming that would cause any program, 
project, or activity funding level to increase 
or decrease by more than $5,000,000 or 10 per-
cent, whichever is less, during the time pe-
riod covered by this Act. 

(f) None of the funds provided in this title 
shall be available for obligation or expendi-
ture through a reprogramming of funds 
that— 

(1) creates, initiates, or eliminates a pro-
gram, project, or activity; 

(2) increases funds or personnel for any 
program, project, or activity for which funds 
are denied or restricted by this Act; or 

(3) reduces funds that are directed to be 
used for a specific program, project, or activ-
ity by this Act. 

(g)(1) The Secretary of Energy may waive 
any requirement or restriction in this sec-
tion that applies to the use of funds made 
available for the Department of Energy if 
compliance with such requirement or re-
striction would pose a substantial risk to 
human health, the environment, welfare, or 
national security. 

(2) The Secretary of Energy shall notify 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of any waiver under para-
graph (1) as soon as practicable, but not later 
than 3 days after the date of the activity to 
which a requirement or restriction would 
otherwise have applied. Such notice shall in-
clude an explanation of the substantial risk 
under paragraph (1) that permitted such 
waiver. 

SEC. 302. The unexpended balances of prior 
appropriations provided for activities in this 
Act may be available to the same appropria-
tion accounts for such activities established 
pursuant to this title. Available balances 
may be merged with funds in the applicable 
established accounts and thereafter may be 
accounted for as one fund for the same time 
period as originally enacted. 

SEC. 303. Funds appropriated by this or any 
other Act, or made available by the transfer 
of funds in this Act, for intelligence activi-
ties are deemed to be specifically authorized 
by the Congress for purposes of section 504 of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094) during fiscal year 2016 until the enact-
ment of the Intelligence Authorization Act 
for fiscal year 2016. 

SEC. 304. None of the funds made available 
in this title shall be used for the construc-
tion of facilities classified as high-hazard nu-
clear facilities under 10 CFR Part 830 unless 
independent oversight is conducted by the 
Office of Independent Enterprise Assess-
ments to ensure the project is in compliance 
with nuclear safety requirements. 

SEC. 305. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to approve critical 
decision-2 or critical decision-3 under De-
partment of Energy Order 413.3B, or any suc-

cessive departmental guidance, for construc-
tion projects where the total project cost ex-
ceeds $100,000,000, until a separate inde-
pendent cost estimate has been developed for 
the project for that critical decision. 

SEC. 306. Notwithstanding section 301(c) of 
this Act, none of the funds made available 
under the heading ‘‘Department of Energy— 
Energy Programs—Science’’ in this or any 
subsequent Energy and Water Development 
and Related Agencies appropriations Act for 
any fiscal year may be used for a multiyear 
contract, grant, cooperative agreement, or 
Other Transaction Agreement of $1,000,000 or 
less unless the contract, grant, cooperative 
agreement, or Other Transaction Agreement 
is funded for the full period of performance 
as anticipated at the time of award. 

SEC. 307. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this or any prior Act under the head-
ing ‘‘Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation’’ may 
be made available to enter into new con-
tracts with, or new agreements for Federal 
assistance to, the Russian Federation. 

(b) The Secretary of Energy may waive the 
prohibition in subsection (a) if the Secretary 
determines that such activity is in the na-
tional security interests of the United 
States. This waiver authority may not be 
delegated. 

(c) A waiver under subsection (b) shall not 
be effective until 15 days after the date on 
which the Secretary submits to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress, in classified form if necessary, a 
report on the justification for the waiver. 

SEC. 308. (a) NEW REGIONAL RESERVES.— 
The Secretary of Energy may not establish 
any new regional petroleum product reserve 
unless funding for the proposed regional pe-
troleum product reserve is explicitly re-
quested in advance in an annual budget sub-
mission and approved by the Congress in an 
appropriations Act. 

(b) The budget request or notification shall 
include— 

(1) the justification for the new reserve; 
(2) a cost estimate for the establishment, 

operation, and maintenance of the reserve, 
including funding sources; 

(3) a detailed plan for operation of the re-
serve, including the conditions upon which 
the products may be released; 

(4) the location of the reserve; and 
(5) the estimate of the total inventory of 

the reserve. 
SEC. 309. Of the amounts made available by 

this Act for ‘‘National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration—Weapons Activities’’, up to 
$50,000,000 may be reprogrammed within such 
account for Domestic Uranium Enrichment, 
subject to the notice requirement in section 
301(e). 

SEC. 310. (a) Unobligated balances available 
from appropriations are hereby rescinded 
from the following accounts of the Depart-
ment of Energy in the specified amounts: 

(1) ‘‘Energy Programs—Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy’’, $1,355,149.00 from 
Public Law 110–161; $627,299.24 from Public 
Law 111–8; and $1,824,051.94 from Public Law 
111–85. 

(2) ‘‘Energy Programs—Science’’, 
$3,200,000.00. 

(b) No amounts may be rescinded by this 
section from amounts that were designated 
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on 
the budget or the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 311. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the provisions of 40 U.S.C. 11319 
shall not apply to funds appropriated in this 
title to Federally Funded Research and De-
velopment Centers sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Energy. 

SEC. 312. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used— 
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(1) to implement or enforce section 

430.32(x) of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions; or 

(2) to implement or enforce the standards 
established by the tables contained in sec-
tion 325(i)(1)(B) of the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6295(i)(1)(B)) 
with respect to BPAR incandescent reflector 
lamps, BR incandescent reflector lamps, and 
ER incandescent reflector lamps. 

SEC. 313. (a) Of the funds appropriated in 
prior Acts under the headings ‘‘Fossil En-
ergy Research and Development’’ and ‘‘Clean 
Coal Technology’’ for prior solicitations 
under the Clean Coal Power Initiative and 
FutureGen, not less than $160,000,000 from 
projects selected under such solicitations 
that have not reached financial close and 
have not secured funding sufficient to con-
struct the project prior to 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act shall be 
deobligated, if necessary, shall be utilized for 
previously selected demonstration projects 
under such solicitations that have reached 
financial close or have otherwise secured 
funding sufficient to construct the project 
prior to 30 days after the date of enactment 
of this Act, and shall be allocated among 
such projects in proportion to the total fi-
nancial contribution by the recipients to 
those projects stipulated in their respective 
cooperative agreements. 

(b) Funds utilized pursuant to subsection 
(a) shall be administered in accordance with 
the provisions in the Act in which the funds 
for those demonstration projects were origi-
nally appropriated, except that financial as-
sistance for costs in excess of those esti-
mated as of the date of award of the original 
financial assistance may be provided in ex-
cess of the proportion of costs borne by the 
Government in the original agreement and 
shall not be limited to 25 percent of the 
original financial assistance. 

(c) No amounts may be repurposed pursu-
ant to this section from amounts that were 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

(d) This section shall be fully implemented 
not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

TITLE IV 
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

programs authorized by the Appalachian Re-
gional Development Act of 1965, notwith-
standing 40 U.S.C. 14704, and for expenses 
necessary for the Federal Co-Chairman and 
the Alternate on the Appalachian Regional 
Commission, for payment of the Federal 
share of the administrative expenses of the 
Commission, including services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, and hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, $146,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 
DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for the Defense Nu-

clear Facilities Safety Board in carrying out 
activities authorized by the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954, as amended by Public Law 100– 
456, section 1441, $29,150,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017. 

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Delta Re-
gional Authority and to carry out its activi-
ties, as authorized by the Delta Regional Au-
thority Act of 2000, notwithstanding sections 
382C(b)(2), 382F(d), 382M, and 382N of said 
Act, $25,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

DENALI COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary for the Denali 

Commission including the purchase, con-
struction, and acquisition of plant and cap-
ital equipment as necessary and other ex-
penses, $11,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, notwithstanding the limitations 
contained in section 306(g) of the Denali 
Commission Act of 1998: Provided, That funds 
shall be available for construction projects 
in an amount not to exceed 80 percent of 
total project cost for distressed commu-
nities, as defined by section 307 of the Denali 
Commission Act of 1998 (division C, title III, 
Public Law 105–277), as amended by section 
701 of appendix D, title VII, Public Law 106– 
113 (113 Stat. 1501A–280), and an amount not 
to exceed 50 percent for non-distressed com-
munities. 

NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary for the Northern 

Border Regional Commission in carrying out 
activities authorized by subtitle V of title 40, 
United States Code, $7,500,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That such 
amounts shall be available for administra-
tive expenses, notwithstanding section 
15751(b) of title 40, United States Code. 
SOUTHEAST CRESCENT REGIONAL COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary for the Southeast 

Crescent Regional Commission in carrying 
out activities authorized by subtitle V of 
title 40, United States Code, $250,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Commission 
in carrying out the purposes of the Energy 
Reorganization Act of 1974 and the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, $990,000,000, including of-
ficial representation expenses not to exceed 
$25,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That of the amount appropriated 
herein, not more than $7,500,000 may be made 
available for salaries, travel, and other sup-
port costs for the Office of the Commission, 
to remain available until September 30, 2017, 
of which, notwithstanding section 201(a)(2)(c) 
of the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5841(a)(2)(c)), the use and expenditure 
shall only be approved by a majority vote of 
the Commission: Provided further, That reve-
nues from licensing fees, inspection services, 
and other services and collections estimated 
at $872,864,000 in fiscal year 2016 shall be re-
tained and used for necessary salaries and 
expenses in this account, notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302, and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That the sum 
herein appropriated shall be reduced by the 
amount of revenues received during fiscal 
year 2016 so as to result in a final fiscal year 
2016 appropriation estimated at not more 
than $117,136,000: Provided further, That of the 
amounts appropriated under this heading, 
$10,000,000 shall be for university research 
and development in areas relevant to their 
respective organization’s mission, and 
$5,000,000 shall be for a Nuclear Science and 
Engineering Grant Program that will sup-
port multiyear projects that do not align 
with programmatic missions but are critical 
to maintaining the discipline of nuclear 
science and engineering. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For expenses necessary for the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$12,136,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That revenues from 
licensing fees, inspection services, and other 
services and collections estimated at 
$10,060,000 in fiscal year 2016 shall be retained 
and be available until September 30, 2017, for 
necessary salaries and expenses in this ac-

count, notwithstanding section 3302 of title 
31, United States Code: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated shall be reduced 
by the amount of revenues received during 
fiscal year 2016 so as to result in a final fiscal 
year 2016 appropriation estimated at not 
more than $2,076,000: Provided further, That of 
the amounts appropriated under this head-
ing, $958,000 shall be for Inspector General 
services for the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board, which shall not be available 
from fee revenues. 

NUCLEAR WASTE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Nuclear 
Waste Technical Review Board, as author-
ized by Public Law 100–203, section 5051, 
$3,600,000, to be derived from the Nuclear 
Waste Fund, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—INDEPENDENT 

AGENCIES 
SEC. 401. The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-

sion shall comply with the July 5, 2011, 
version of Chapter VI of its Internal Com-
mission Procedures when responding to Con-
gressional requests for information. 

SEC. 402. (a) The amounts made available 
by this title for the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission may be reprogrammed for any 
program, project, or activity, and the Com-
mission shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at 
least 30 days prior to the use of any proposed 
reprogramming that would cause any pro-
gram funding level to increase or decrease by 
more than $500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is 
less, during the time period covered by this 
Act. 

(b)(1) The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
may waive the notification requirement in 
(a) if compliance with such requirement 
would pose a substantial risk to human 
health, the environment, welfare, or national 
security. 

(2) The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of any waiv-
er under paragraph (1) as soon as practicable, 
but not later than 3 days after the date of 
the activity to which a requirement or re-
striction would otherwise have applied. Such 
notice shall include an explanation of the 
substantial risk under paragraph (1) that 
permitted such waiver and shall provide a 
detailed report to the Committees of such 
waiver and changes to funding levels to pro-
grams, projects, or activities. 

(c) Except as provided in subsections (a), 
(b), and (d), the amounts made available by 
this title for ‘‘Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion—Salaries and Expenses’’ shall be ex-
pended as directed in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 

(d) None of the funds provided for the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a 
reprogramming of funds that increases funds 
or personnel for any program, project, or ac-
tivity for which funds are denied or re-
stricted by this Act. 

(e) The Commission shall provide a month-
ly report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, which in-
cludes the following for each program, 
project, or activity, including any prior year 
appropriations— 

(1) total budget authority; 
(2) total unobligated balances; and 
(3) total unliquidated obligations. 
SEC. 403. Public Law 105–277, division A, 

section 101(g) (title III, section 329(a), (b)) is 
amended by inserting, in subsection (b), after 
‘‘State law’’ and before the period the fol-
lowing: ‘‘or for the construction and repair 
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of barge mooring points and barge landing 
sites to facilitate pumping fuel from fuel 
transport barges into bulk fuel storage 
tanks.’’. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 501. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used in any way, directly or 
indirectly, to influence congressional action 
on any legislation or appropriation matters 
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913. 

SEC. 502. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in title III of this Act may be trans-
ferred to any department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government, 
except pursuant to a transfer made by or 
transfer authority provided in this Act or 
any other appropriations Act for any fiscal 
year, transfer authority referenced in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act), or any authority whereby 
a department, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States Government may provide 
goods or services to another department, 
agency, or instrumentality. 

(b) None of the funds made available for 
any department, agency, or instrumentality 
of the United States Government may be 
transferred to accounts funded in title III of 
this Act, except pursuant to a transfer made 
by or transfer authority provided in this Act 
or any other appropriations Act for any fis-
cal year, transfer authority referenced in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act), or any authority whereby 
a department, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States Government may provide 
goods or services to another department, 
agency, or instrumentality. 

(c) The head of any relevant department or 
agency funded in this Act utilizing any 
transfer authority shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress a semiannual report detailing the 
transfer authorities, except for any author-
ity whereby a department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government 
may provide goods or services to another de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality, used 
in the previous 6 months and in the year-to- 
date. This report shall include the amounts 
transferred and the purposes for which they 
were transferred, and shall not replace or 
modify existing notification requirements 
for each authority. 

SEC. 503. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
Executive Order No. 12898 of February 11, 
1994 (Federal Actions to Address Environ-
mental Justice in Minority Populations and 
Low-Income Populations). 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Energy 
and Water Development and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION E—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Depart-
mental Offices including operation and 
maintenance of the Treasury Building and 
Annex; hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
maintenance, repairs, and improvements of, 
and purchase of commercial insurance poli-
cies for, real properties leased or owned over-
seas, when necessary for the performance of 
official business; executive direction pro-
gram activities; international affairs and 

economic policy activities; domestic finance 
and tax policy activities, including technical 
assistance to Puerto Rico; and Treasury- 
wide management policies and programs ac-
tivities, $222,500,000: Provided, That of the 
amount appropriated under this heading— 

(1) not to exceed $350,000 is for official re-
ception and representation expenses; 

(2) not to exceed $258,000 is for unforeseen 
emergencies of a confidential nature to be 
allocated and expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury and to be 
accounted for solely on the Secretary’s cer-
tificate; and 

(3) not to exceed $22,200,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017, for— 

(A) the Treasury-wide Financial Statement 
Audit and Internal Control Program; 

(B) information technology modernization 
requirements; 

(C) the audit, oversight, and administra-
tion of the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust 
Fund; and 

(D) the development and implementation 
of programs within the Office of Critical In-
frastructure Protection and Compliance Pol-
icy, including entering into cooperative 
agreements. 

OFFICE OF TERRORISM AND FINANCIAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the necessary expenses of the Office of 
Terrorism and Financial Intelligence to safe-
guard the financial system against illicit use 
and to combat rogue nations, terrorist 
facilitators, weapons of mass destruction 
proliferators, money launderers, drug king-
pins, and other national security threats, 
$117,000,000: Provided, That of the amount ap-
propriated under this heading: (1) not to ex-
ceed $27,100,000 is available for administra-
tive expenses; and (2) $5,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017. 

DEPARTMENT-WIDE SYSTEMS AND CAPITAL 
INVESTMENTS PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For development and acquisition of auto-
matic data processing equipment, software, 
and services and for repairs and renovations 
to buildings owned by the Department of the 
Treasury, $5,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2018: Provided, That these 
funds shall be transferred to accounts and in 
amounts as necessary to satisfy the require-
ments of the Department’s offices, bureaus, 
and other organizations: Provided further, 
That this transfer authority shall be in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority provided 
in this Act: Provided further, That none of 
the funds appropriated under this heading 
shall be used to support or supplement ‘‘In-
ternal Revenue Service, Operations Support’’ 
or ‘‘Internal Revenue Service, Business Sys-
tems Modernization’’. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$35,416,000, including hire of passenger motor 
vehicles; of which not to exceed $100,000 shall 
be available for unforeseen emergencies of a 
confidential nature, to be allocated and ex-
pended under the direction of the Inspector 
General of the Treasury; of which up to 
$2,800,000 to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, shall be for audits and inves-
tigations conducted pursuant to section 1608 
of the Resources and Ecosystems Sustain-
ability, Tourist Opportunities, and Revived 
Economies of the Gulf Coast States Act of 
2012 (33 U.S.C. 1321 note); and of which not to 
exceed $1,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses. 

TREASURY INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR TAX 
ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Treasury In-
spector General for Tax Administration in 
carrying out the Inspector General Act of 
1978, as amended, including purchase and 
hire of passenger motor vehicles (31 U.S.C. 
1343(b)); and services authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, at such rates as may be determined by 
the Inspector General for Tax Administra-
tion; $167,275,000, of which $5,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017; of 
which not to exceed $6,000,000 shall be avail-
able for official travel expenses; of which not 
to exceed $500,000 shall be available for un-
foreseen emergencies of a confidential na-
ture, to be allocated and expended under the 
direction of the Inspector General for Tax 
Administration; and of which not to exceed 
$1,500 shall be available for official reception 
and representation expenses. 

SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR THE 
TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF PROGRAM 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Special Inspector General in carrying out 
the provisions of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (Public Law 110– 
343), $40,671,000. 

FINANCIAL CRIMES ENFORCEMENT NETWORK 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles; travel and 
training expenses of non-Federal and foreign 
government personnel to attend meetings 
and training concerned with domestic and 
foreign financial intelligence activities, law 
enforcement, and financial regulation; serv-
ices authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; not to ex-
ceed $10,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and for assistance to 
Federal law enforcement agencies, with or 
without reimbursement, $112,979,000, of 
which not to exceed $34,335,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2018. 

TREASURY FORFEITURE FUND 

(RESCISSION) 

Of the unobligated balances available 
under this heading, $700,000,000 are rescinded. 

BUREAU OF THE FISCAL SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of operations of the 
Bureau of the Fiscal Service, $363,850,000; of 
which not to exceed $4,210,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018, is for in-
formation systems modernization initia-
tives; of which $5,000 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses; 
and of which not to exceed $19,800,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2018, is to 
support the Department’s activities related 
to implementation of the Digital Account-
ability and Transparency Act (DATA Act; 
Public Law 113–101), including changes in 
business processes, workforce, or informa-
tion technology to support high quality, 
transparent Federal spending information. 

In addition, $165,000, to be derived from the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund to reimburse 
administrative and personnel expenses for fi-
nancial management of the Fund, as author-
ized by section 1012 of Public Law 101–380. 

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE 
BUREAU 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of carrying out sec-
tion 1111 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, including hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles, $106,439,000; of which not to exceed $6,000 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses; not to exceed $50,000 for cooperative 
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research and development programs for lab-
oratory services; and provision of laboratory 
assistance to State and local agencies with 
or without reimbursement: Provided, That of 
the amount appropriated under this heading, 
$5,000,000 shall be for the costs of accel-
erating the processing of formula and label 
applications. 

UNITED STATES MINT 

UNITED STATES MINT PUBLIC ENTERPRISE FUND 

Pursuant to section 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, the United States Mint is pro-
vided funding through the United States 
Mint Public Enterprise Fund for costs asso-
ciated with the production of circulating 
coins, numismatic coins, and protective 
services, including both operating expenses 
and capital investments: Provided, That the 
aggregate amount of new liabilities and obli-
gations incurred during fiscal year 2016 
under such section 5136 for circulating coin-
age and protective service capital invest-
ments of the United States Mint shall not 
exceed $20,000,000. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

To carry out the Riegle Community Devel-
opment and Regulatory Improvements Act of 
1994 (subtitle A of title I of Public Law 103– 
325), including services authorized by section 
3109 of title 5, United States Code, but at 
rates for individuals not to exceed the per 
diem rate equivalent to the rate for EX–3, 
$233,523,000. Of the amount appropriated 
under this heading— 

(1) not less than $153,423,000, notwith-
standing section 108(e) of Public Law 103–325 
(12 U.S.C. 4707(e)) with regard to Small and/ 
or Emerging Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions Assistance awards, is 
available until September 30, 2017, for finan-
cial assistance and technical assistance 
under subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 
108(a)(1), respectively, of Public Law 103–325 
(12 U.S.C. 4707(a)(1)(A) and (B)), of which up 
to $3,102,500 may be used for the cost of di-
rect loans: Provided, That the cost of direct 
and guaranteed loans, including the cost of 
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974: Provided further, That these funds are 
available to subsidize gross obligations for 
the principal amount of direct loans not to 
exceed $25,000,000; 

(2) not less than $15,500,000, notwith-
standing section 108(e) of Public Law 103–325 
(12 U.S.C. 4707(e)), is available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for financial assistance, 
technical assistance, training and outreach 
programs designed to benefit Native Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Alaskan Native 
communities and provided primarily through 
qualified community development lender or-
ganizations with experience and expertise in 
community development banking and lend-
ing in Indian country, Native American or-
ganizations, tribes and tribal organizations, 
and other suitable providers; 

(3) not less than $19,000,000 is available 
until September 30, 2017, for the Bank Enter-
prise Award program; 

(4) not less than $22,000,000, notwith-
standing subsections (d) and (e) of section 108 
of Public Law 103–325 (12 U.S.C. 4707(d) and 
(e)), is available until September 30, 2017, for 
a Healthy Food Financing Initiative to pro-
vide financial assistance, technical assist-
ance, training, and outreach to community 
development financial institutions for the 
purpose of offering affordable financing and 
technical assistance to expand the avail-
ability of healthy food options in distressed 
communities; 

(5) up to $23,600,000 is available until Sep-
tember 30, 2016, for administrative expenses, 
including administration of CDFI fund pro-

grams and the New Markets Tax Credit Pro-
gram, of which not less than $1,000,000 is for 
capacity building to expand CDFI invest-
ments in underserved rural areas, and up to 
$300,000 is for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct loan program; and 

(6) during fiscal year 2016, none of the 
funds available under this heading are avail-
able for the cost, as defined in section 502 of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, of com-
mitments to guarantee bonds and notes 
under section 114A of the Riegle Community 
Development and Regulatory Improvement 
Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4713a): Provided, That 
commitments to guarantee bonds and notes 
under such section 114A shall not exceed 
$750,000,000: Provided further, That such sec-
tion 114A shall remain in effect until Sep-
tember 30, 2016. 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
TAXPAYER SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Internal 
Revenue Service to provide taxpayer serv-
ices, including pre-filing assistance and edu-
cation, filing and account services, taxpayer 
advocacy services, and other services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, at such rates as 
may be determined by the Commissioner, 
$2,156,554,000, of which not less than $6,500,000 
shall be for the Tax Counseling for the Elder-
ly Program, of which not less than $12,000,000 
shall be available for low-income taxpayer 
clinic grants, and of which not less than 
$15,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, shall be available for a Com-
munity Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
matching grants program for tax return 
preparation assistance, of which not less 
than $206,000,000 shall be available for oper-
ating expenses of the Taxpayer Advocate 
Service: Provided, That of the amounts made 
available for the Taxpayer Advocate Service, 
not less than $5,000,000 shall be for identity 
theft casework. 

ENFORCEMENT 
For necessary expenses for tax enforce-

ment activities of the Internal Revenue 
Service to determine and collect owed taxes, 
to provide legal and litigation support, to 
conduct criminal investigations, to enforce 
criminal statutes related to violations of in-
ternal revenue laws and other financial 
crimes, to purchase and hire passenger 
motor vehicles (31 U.S.C. 1343(b)), and to pro-
vide other services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, at such rates as may be determined by 
the Commissioner, $4,860,000,000, of which not 
to exceed $50,000,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017, and of which not 
less than $60,257,000 shall be for the Inter-
agency Crime and Drug Enforcement pro-
gram. 

OPERATIONS SUPPORT 
For necessary expenses of the Internal 

Revenue Service to support taxpayer serv-
ices and enforcement programs, including 
rent payments; facilities services; printing; 
postage; physical security; headquarters and 
other IRS-wide administration activities; re-
search and statistics of income; tele-
communications; information technology de-
velopment, enhancement, operations, main-
tenance, and security; the hire of passenger 
motor vehicles (31 U.S.C. 1343(b)); the oper-
ations of the Internal Revenue Service Over-
sight Board; and other services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, at such rates as may be de-
termined by the Commissioner; $3,638,446,000, 
of which not to exceed $50,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017; of 
which not to exceed $10,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for acquisition of 
equipment and construction, repair and ren-
ovation of facilities; of which not to exceed 
$1,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018, for research; of which not to 

exceed $20,000 shall be for official reception 
and representation expenses: Provided, That 
not later than 30 days after the end of each 
quarter, the Internal Revenue Service shall 
submit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate and the Comptroller General 
of the United States detailing the cost and 
schedule performance for its major informa-
tion technology investments, including the 
purpose and life-cycle stages of the invest-
ments; the reasons for any cost and schedule 
variances; the risks of such investments and 
strategies the Internal Revenue Service is 
using to mitigate such risks; and the ex-
pected developmental milestones to be 
achieved and costs to be incurred in the next 
quarter: Provided further, That the Internal 
Revenue Service shall include, in its budget 
justification for fiscal year 2017, a summary 
of cost and schedule performance informa-
tion for its major information technology 
systems. 

BUSINESS SYSTEMS MODERNIZATION 

For necessary expenses of the Internal 
Revenue Service’s business systems mod-
ernization program, $290,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018, for the 
capital asset acquisition of information 
technology systems, including management 
and related contractual costs of said acquisi-
tions, including related Internal Revenue 
Service labor costs, and contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 3109: Provided, That not later than 30 
days after the end of each quarter, the Inter-
nal Revenue Service shall submit a report to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate and 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
detailing the cost and schedule performance 
for CADE 2 and Modernized e-File informa-
tion technology investments, including the 
purposes and life-cycle stages of the invest-
ments; the reasons for any cost and schedule 
variances; the risks of such investments and 
the strategies the Internal Revenue Service 
is using to mitigate such risks; and the ex-
pected developmental milestones to be 
achieved and costs to be incurred in the next 
quarter. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 101. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available in this Act to the 
Internal Revenue Service may be transferred 
to any other Internal Revenue Service appro-
priation upon the advance approval of the 
Committees on Appropriations. 

SEC. 102. The Internal Revenue Service 
shall maintain an employee training pro-
gram, which shall include the following top-
ics: taxpayers’ rights, dealing courteously 
with taxpayers, cross-cultural relations, eth-
ics, and the impartial application of tax law. 

SEC. 103. The Internal Revenue Service 
shall institute and enforce policies and pro-
cedures that will safeguard the confiden-
tiality of taxpayer information and protect 
taxpayers against identity theft. 

SEC. 104. Funds made available by this or 
any other Act to the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice shall be available for improved facilities 
and increased staffing to provide sufficient 
and effective 1–800 help line service for tax-
payers. The Commissioner shall continue to 
make improvements to the Internal Revenue 
Service 1–800 help line service a priority and 
allocate resources necessary to enhance the 
response time to taxpayer communications, 
particularly with regard to victims of tax-re-
lated crimes. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available 
to the Internal Revenue Service by this Act 
may be used to make a video unless the 
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Service-Wide Video Editorial Board deter-
mines in advance that making the video is 
appropriate, taking into account the cost, 
topic, tone, and purpose of the video. 

SEC. 106. The Internal Revenue Service 
shall issue a notice of confirmation of any 
address change relating to an employer mak-
ing employment tax payments, and such no-
tice shall be sent to both the employer’s 
former and new address and an officer or em-
ployee of the Internal Revenue Service shall 
give special consideration to an offer-in-com-
promise from a taxpayer who has been the 
victim of fraud by a third party payroll tax 
preparer. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available 
under this Act may be used by the Internal 
Revenue Service to target citizens of the 
United States for exercising any right guar-
anteed under the First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Internal Rev-
enue Service to target groups for regulatory 
scrutiny based on their ideological beliefs. 

SEC. 109. None of funds made available by 
this Act to the Internal Revenue Service 
shall be obligated or expended on con-
ferences that do not adhere to the proce-
dures, verification processes, documentation 
requirements, and policies issued by the 
Chief Financial Officer, Human Capital Of-
fice, and Agency-Wide Shared Services as a 
result of the recommendations in the report 
published on May 31, 2013, by the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration 
entitled ‘‘Review of the August 2010 Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division’s Con-
ference in Anaheim, California’’ (Reference 
Number 2013–10–037). 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available 
in this Act to the Internal Revenue Service 
may be obligated or expended— 

(1) to make a payment to any employee 
under a bonus, award, or recognition pro-
gram; or 

(2) under any hiring or personnel selection 
process with respect to re-hiring a former 
employee, 
unless such program or process takes into 
account the conduct and Federal tax compli-
ance of such employee or former employee. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to confidentiality and disclo-
sure of returns and return information). 

SEC. 112. Except to the extent provided in 
section 6014, 6020, or 6201(d) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, no funds in this or any 
other Act shall be available to the Secretary 
of the Treasury to provide to any person a 
proposed final return or statement for use by 
such person to satisfy a filing or reporting 
requirement under such Code. 

SEC. 113. In addition to the amounts other-
wise made available in this Act for the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, $290,000,000, to be avail-
able until September 30, 2017, shall be trans-
ferred by the Commissioner to the ‘‘Tax-
payer Services’’, ‘‘Enforcement’’, or ‘‘Oper-
ations Support’’ accounts of the Internal 
Revenue Service for an additional amount to 
be used solely for measurable improvements 
in the customer service representative level 
of service rate, to improve the identification 
and prevention of refund fraud and identity 
theft, and to enhance cybersecurity to safe-
guard taxpayer data: Provided, That such 
funds shall supplement, not supplant any 
other amounts made available by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service for such purpose: Pro-
vided further, That such funds shall not be 
available until the Commissioner submits to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate a 
spending plan for such funds: Provided fur-
ther, That such funds shall not be used to 

support any provision of Public Law 111–148, 
Public Law 111–152, or any amendment made 
by either such Public Law. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF THE TREASURY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 114. Appropriations to the Department 

of the Treasury in this Act shall be available 
for uniforms or allowances therefor, as au-
thorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901), including 
maintenance, repairs, and cleaning; purchase 
of insurance for official motor vehicles oper-
ated in foreign countries; purchase of motor 
vehicles without regard to the general pur-
chase price limitations for vehicles pur-
chased and used overseas for the current fis-
cal year; entering into contracts with the 
Department of State for the furnishing of 
health and medical services to employees 
and their dependents serving in foreign coun-
tries; and services authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109. 

SEC. 115. Not to exceed 2 percent of any ap-
propriations in this title made available 
under the headings ‘‘Departmental Offices— 
Salaries and Expenses’’, ‘‘Office of Inspector 
General’’, ‘‘Special Inspector General for the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program’’, ‘‘Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network’’, ‘‘Bureau of 
the Fiscal Service’’, and ‘‘Alcohol and To-
bacco Tax and Trade Bureau’’ may be trans-
ferred between such appropriations upon the 
advance approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided, That, upon advance 
approval of such Committees, not to exceed 
2 percent of any such appropriations may be 
transferred to the ‘‘Office of Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence’’: Provided further, 
That no transfer under this section may in-
crease or decrease any such appropriation by 
more than 2 percent. 

SEC. 116. Not to exceed 2 percent of any ap-
propriation made available in this Act to the 
Internal Revenue Service may be transferred 
to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration’s appropriation upon the ad-
vance approval of the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided, That no transfer 
may increase or decrease any such appro-
priation by more than 2 percent. 

SEC. 117. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act or otherwise available to the De-
partment of the Treasury or the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing may be used to rede-
sign the $1 Federal Reserve note. 

SEC. 118. The Secretary of the Treasury 
may transfer funds from the ‘‘Bureau of the 
Fiscal Service-Salaries and Expenses’’ to the 
Debt Collection Fund as necessary to cover 
the costs of debt collection: Provided, That 
such amounts shall be reimbursed to such 
salaries and expenses account from debt col-
lections received in the Debt Collection 
Fund. 

SEC. 119. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be used by the United States 
Mint to construct or operate any museum 
without the explicit approval of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, the House Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and the Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

SEC. 120. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act or source to the Department of the 
Treasury, the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, and the United States Mint, indi-
vidually or collectively, may be used to con-
solidate any or all functions of the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing and the United 
States Mint without the explicit approval of 
the House Committee on Financial Services; 
the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs; and the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. 

SEC. 121. Funds appropriated by this Act, 
or made available by the transfer of funds in 
this Act, for the Department of the Treas-
ury’s intelligence or intelligence related ac-
tivities are deemed to be specifically author-
ized by the Congress for purposes of section 
504 of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 414) during fiscal year 2016 until the 
enactment of the Intelligence Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 

SEC. 122. Not to exceed $5,000 shall be made 
available from the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing’s Industrial Revolving Fund for 
necessary official reception and representa-
tion expenses. 

SEC. 123. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall submit a Capital Investment Plan to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives not 
later than 30 days following the submission 
of the annual budget submitted by the Presi-
dent: Provided, That such Capital Investment 
Plan shall include capital investment spend-
ing from all accounts within the Department 
of the Treasury, including but not limited to 
the Department-wide Systems and Capital 
Investment Programs account, Treasury 
Franchise Fund account, and the Treasury 
Forfeiture Fund account: Provided further, 
That such Capital Investment Plan shall in-
clude expenditures occurring in previous fis-
cal years for each capital investment project 
that has not been fully completed. 

SEC. 124. (a) Not later than 60 days after 
the end of each quarter, the Office of Finan-
cial Stability and the Office of Financial Re-
search shall submit reports on their activi-
ties to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

(b) The reports required under subsection 
(a) shall include— 

(1) the obligations made during the pre-
vious quarter by object class, office, and ac-
tivity; 

(2) the estimated obligations for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year by object class, of-
fice, and activity; 

(3) the number of full-time equivalents 
within each office during the previous quar-
ter; 

(4) the estimated number of full-time 
equivalents within each office for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year; and 

(5) actions taken to achieve the goals, ob-
jectives, and performance measures of each 
office. 

(c) At the request of any such Committees 
specified in subsection (a), the Office of Fi-
nancial Stability and the Office of Financial 
Research shall make officials available to 
testify on the contents of the reports re-
quired under subsection (a). 

SEC. 125. Within 45 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall submit an itemized report to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate on 
the amount of total funds charged to each of-
fice by the Franchise Fund including the 
amount charged for each service provided by 
the Franchise Fund to each office, a detailed 
description of the services, a detailed expla-
nation of how each charge for each service is 
calculated, and a description of the role cus-
tomers have in governing in the Franchise 
Fund. 

SEC. 126. The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the appropriate agencies, 
departments, bureaus, and commissions that 
have expertise in terrorism and complex fi-
nancial instruments, shall provide a report 
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to the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and Senate, the 
Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act on 
economic warfare and financial terrorism. 

SEC. 127. During fiscal year 2016— 
(1) none of the funds made available in this 

or any other Act may be used by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, including the Internal 
Revenue Service, to issue, revise, or finalize 
any regulation, revenue ruling, or other 
guidance not limited to a particular tax-
payer relating to the standard which is used 
to determine whether an organization is op-
erated exclusively for the promotion of so-
cial welfare for purposes of section 501(c)(4) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (includ-
ing the proposed regulations published at 78 
Fed. Reg. 71535 (November 29, 2013)); and 

(2) the standard and definitions as in effect 
on January 1, 2010, which are used to make 
such determinations shall apply after the 
date of the enactment of this Act for pur-
poses of determining status under section 
501(c)(4) of such Code of organizations cre-
ated on, before, or after such date. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of the Treasury Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE II 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

AND FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the White 
House as authorized by law, including not to 
exceed $3,850,000 for services as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109 and 3 U.S.C. 105; subsistence ex-
penses as authorized by 3 U.S.C. 105, which 
shall be expended and accounted for as pro-
vided in that section; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, and travel (not to exceed 
$100,000 to be expended and accounted for as 
provided by 3 U.S.C. 103); and not to exceed 
$19,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, to be available for allocation 
within the Executive Office of the President; 
and for necessary expenses of the Office of 
Policy Development, including services as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 and 3 U.S.C. 107, 
$55,000,000. 

EXECUTIVE RESIDENCE AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Executive 
Residence at the White House, $12,723,000, to 
be expended and accounted for as provided by 
3 U.S.C. 105, 109, 110, and 112–114. 

REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 
For the reimbursable expenses of the Exec-

utive Residence at the White House, such 
sums as may be necessary: Provided, That all 
reimbursable operating expenses of the Exec-
utive Residence shall be made in accordance 
with the provisions of this paragraph: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, such amount for re-
imbursable operating expenses shall be the 
exclusive authority of the Executive Resi-
dence to incur obligations and to receive off-
setting collections, for such expenses: Pro-
vided further, That the Executive Residence 
shall require each person sponsoring a reim-
bursable political event to pay in advance an 
amount equal to the estimated cost of the 
event, and all such advance payments shall 
be credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That 
the Executive Residence shall require the na-
tional committee of the political party of 
the President to maintain on deposit $25,000, 
to be separately accounted for and available 
for expenses relating to reimbursable polit-

ical events sponsored by such committee 
during such fiscal year: Provided further, 
That the Executive Residence shall ensure 
that a written notice of any amount owed for 
a reimbursable operating expense under this 
paragraph is submitted to the person owing 
such amount within 60 days after such ex-
pense is incurred, and that such amount is 
collected within 30 days after the submission 
of such notice: Provided further, That the Ex-
ecutive Residence shall charge interest and 
assess penalties and other charges on any 
such amount that is not reimbursed within 
such 30 days, in accordance with the interest 
and penalty provisions applicable to an out-
standing debt on a United States Govern-
ment claim under 31 U.S.C. 3717: Provided fur-
ther, That each such amount that is reim-
bursed, and any accompanying interest and 
charges, shall be deposited in the Treasury 
as miscellaneous receipts: Provided further, 
That the Executive Residence shall prepare 
and submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions, by not later than 90 days after the end 
of the fiscal year covered by this Act, a re-
port setting forth the reimbursable oper-
ating expenses of the Executive Residence 
during the preceding fiscal year, including 
the total amount of such expenses, the 
amount of such total that consists of reim-
bursable official and ceremonial events, the 
amount of such total that consists of reim-
bursable political events, and the portion of 
each such amount that has been reimbursed 
as of the date of the report: Provided further, 
That the Executive Residence shall maintain 
a system for the tracking of expenses related 
to reimbursable events within the Executive 
Residence that includes a standard for the 
classification of any such expense as polit-
ical or nonpolitical: Provided further, That no 
provision of this paragraph may be construed 
to exempt the Executive Residence from any 
other applicable requirement of subchapter I 
or II of chapter 37 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

WHITE HOUSE REPAIR AND RESTORATION 
For the repair, alteration, and improve-

ment of the Executive Residence at the 
White House pursuant to 3 U.S.C. 105(d), 
$750,000, to remain available until expended, 
for required maintenance, resolution of safe-
ty and health issues, and continued prevent-
ative maintenance. 

COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Council of 
Economic Advisers in carrying out its func-
tions under the Employment Act of 1946 (15 
U.S.C. 1021 et seq.), $4,195,000. 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND HOMELAND 

SECURITY COUNCIL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National Se-
curity Council and the Homeland Security 
Council, including services as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109, $12,800,000. 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Ad-
ministration, including services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 and 3 U.S.C. 107, and hire 
of passenger motor vehicles, $96,116,000, of 
which not to exceed $7,994,000 shall remain 
available until expended for continued mod-
ernization of information resources within 
the Executive Office of the President. 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Management and Budget, including hire of 
passenger motor vehicles and services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, to carry out the 
provisions of chapter 35 of title 44, United 

States Code, and to prepare and submit the 
budget of the United States Government, in 
accordance with section 1105(a) of title 31, 
United States Code, $95,000,000, of which not 
to exceed $3,000 shall be available for official 
representation expenses: Provided, That none 
of the funds appropriated in this Act for the 
Office of Management and Budget may be 
used for the purpose of reviewing any agri-
cultural marketing orders or any activities 
or regulations under the provisions of the 
Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act of 
1937 (7 U.S.C. 601 et seq.): Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available for 
the Office of Management and Budget by this 
Act may be expended for the altering of the 
transcript of actual testimony of witnesses, 
except for testimony of officials of the Office 
of Management and Budget, before the Com-
mittees on Appropriations or their sub-
committees: Provided further, That of the 
funds made available for the Office of Man-
agement and Budget by this Act, no less 
than one full-time equivalent senior staff po-
sition shall be dedicated solely to the Office 
of the Intellectual Property Enforcement Co-
ordinator: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided in this or prior Acts shall be 
used, directly or indirectly, by the Office of 
Management and Budget, for evaluating or 
determining if water resource project or 
study reports submitted by the Chief of En-
gineers acting through the Secretary of the 
Army are in compliance with all applicable 
laws, regulations, and requirements relevant 
to the Civil Works water resource planning 
process: Provided further, That the Office of 
Management and Budget shall have not more 
than 60 days in which to perform budgetary 
policy reviews of water resource matters on 
which the Chief of Engineers has reported: 
Provided further, That the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget shall notify 
the appropriate authorizing and appro-
priating committees when the 60-day review 
is initiated: Provided further, That if water 
resource reports have not been transmitted 
to the appropriate authorizing and appro-
priating committees within 15 days after the 
end of the Office of Management and Budget 
review period based on the notification from 
the Director, Congress shall assume Office of 
Management and Budget concurrence with 
the report and act accordingly. 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POLICY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy; for research ac-
tivities pursuant to the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy Reauthorization Act of 
2006 (Public Law 109–469); not to exceed 
$10,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and for participation in joint 
projects or in the provision of services on 
matters of mutual interest with nonprofit, 
research, or public organizations or agencies, 
with or without reimbursement, $20,047,000: 
Provided, That the Office is authorized to ac-
cept, hold, administer, and utilize gifts, both 
real and personal, public and private, with-
out fiscal year limitation, for the purpose of 
aiding or facilitating the work of the Office. 

FEDERAL DRUG CONTROL PROGRAMS 
HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREAS 

PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy’s High Intensity 
Drug Trafficking Areas Program, $250,000,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2017, 
for drug control activities consistent with 
the approved strategy for each of the des-
ignated High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas (‘‘HIDTAs’’), of which not less than 51 
percent shall be transferred to State and 
local entities for drug control activities and 
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shall be obligated not later than 120 days 
after enactment of this Act: Provided, That 
up to 49 percent may be transferred to Fed-
eral agencies and departments in amounts 
determined by the Director of the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy, of which up to 
$2,700,000 may be used for auditing services 
and associated activities: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding the requirements of 
Public Law 106–58, any unexpended funds ob-
ligated prior to fiscal year 2014 may be used 
for any other approved activities of that 
HIDTA, subject to reprogramming require-
ments: Provided further, That each HIDTA 
designated as of September 30, 2015, shall be 
funded at not less than the fiscal year 2015 
base level, unless the Director submits to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate justifica-
tion for changes to those levels based on 
clearly articulated priorities and published 
Office of National Drug Control Policy per-
formance measures of effectiveness: Provided 
further, That the Director shall notify the 
Committees on Appropriations of the initial 
allocation of fiscal year 2016 funding among 
HIDTAs not later than 45 days after enact-
ment of this Act, and shall notify the Com-
mittees of planned uses of discretionary 
HIDTA funding, as determined in consulta-
tion with the HIDTA Directors, not later 
than 90 days after enactment of this Act: 
Provided further, That upon a determination 
that all or part of the funds so transferred 
from this appropriation are not necessary for 
the purposes provided herein and upon notifi-
cation to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, such amounts may be transferred back 
to this appropriation. 

OTHER FEDERAL DRUG CONTROL PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For other drug control activities author-
ized by the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy Reauthorization Act of 2006 (Public 
Law 109–469), $109,810,000, to remain available 
until expended, which shall be available as 
follows: $95,000,000 for the Drug-Free Commu-
nities Program, of which $2,000,000 shall be 
made available as directed by section 4 of 
Public Law 107–82, as amended by Public Law 
109–469 (21 U.S.C. 1521 note); $2,000,000 for 
drug court training and technical assistance; 
$9,500,000 for anti-doping activities; $2,060,000 
for the United States membership dues to 
the World Anti-Doping Agency; and $1,250,000 
shall be made available as directed by sec-
tion 1105 of Public Law 109–469: Provided, 
That amounts made available under this 
heading may be transferred to other Federal 
departments and agencies to carry out such 
activities. 

UNANTICIPATED NEEDS 
For expenses necessary to enable the Presi-

dent to meet unanticipated needs, in further-
ance of the national interest, security, or de-
fense which may arise at home or abroad 
during the current fiscal year, as authorized 
by 3 U.S.C. 108, $800,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY OVERSIGHT AND 
REFORM 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for the furtherance 

of integrated, efficient, secure, and effective 
uses of information technology in the Fed-
eral Government, $30,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget may transfer these funds to one or 
more other agencies to carry out projects to 
meet these purposes. 

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE PRESIDENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to enable the Vice 
President to provide assistance to the Presi-

dent in connection with specially assigned 
functions; services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109 and 3 U.S.C. 106, including subsistence 
expenses as authorized by 3 U.S.C. 106, which 
shall be expended and accounted for as pro-
vided in that section; and hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, $4,228,000. 
OFFICIAL RESIDENCE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the care, operation, refurnishing, im-
provement, and to the extent not otherwise 
provided for, heating and lighting, including 
electric power and fixtures, of the official 
residence of the Vice President; the hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and not to exceed 
$90,000 pursuant to 3 U.S.C. 106(b)(2), $299,000: 
Provided, That advances, repayments, or 
transfers from this appropriation may be 
made to any department or agency for ex-
penses of carrying out such activities. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—EXECUTIVE OF-

FICE OF THE PRESIDENT AND FUNDS APPRO-
PRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 201. From funds made available in this 

Act under the headings ‘‘The White House’’, 
‘‘Executive Residence at the White House’’, 
‘‘White House Repair and Restoration’’, 
‘‘Council of Economic Advisers’’, ‘‘National 
Security Council and Homeland Security 
Council’’, ‘‘Office of Administration’’, ‘‘Spe-
cial Assistance to the President’’, and ‘‘Offi-
cial Residence of the Vice President’’, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget (or such other officer as the Presi-
dent may designate in writing), may, with 
advance approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, transfer not to exceed 10 per-
cent of any such appropriation to any other 
such appropriation, to be merged with and 
available for the same time and for the same 
purposes as the appropriation to which 
transferred: Provided, That the amount of an 
appropriation shall not be increased by more 
than 50 percent by such transfers: Provided 
further, That no amount shall be transferred 
from ‘‘Special Assistance to the President’’ 
or ‘‘Official Residence of the Vice President’’ 
without the approval of the Vice President. 

SEC. 202. Within 90 days after the date of 
enactment of this section, the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget shall 
submit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate on the costs of implementing 
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act (Public Law 111– 
203). Such report shall include— 

(1) the estimated mandatory and discre-
tionary obligations of funds through fiscal 
year 2018, by Federal agency and by fiscal 
year, including— 

(A) the estimated obligations by cost in-
puts such as rent, information technology, 
contracts, and personnel; 

(B) the methodology and data sources used 
to calculate such estimated obligations; and 

(C) the specific section of such Act that re-
quires the obligation of funds; and 

(2) the estimated receipts through fiscal 
year 2018 from assessments, user fees, and 
other fees by the Federal agency making the 
collections, by fiscal year, including— 

(A) the methodology and data sources used 
to calculate such estimated collections; and 

(B) the specific section of such Act that au-
thorizes the collection of funds. 

SEC. 203. (a) During fiscal year 2016, any 
Executive order or Presidential memo-
randum issued by the President shall be ac-
companied by a written statement from the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget on the budgetary impact, including 
costs, benefits, and revenues, of such order 
or memorandum. 

(b) Any such statement shall include— 
(1) a narrative summary of the budgetary 

impact of such order or memorandum on the 
Federal Government; 

(2) the impact on mandatory and discre-
tionary obligations and outlays as the result 
of such order or memorandum, listed by Fed-
eral agency, for each year in the 5-fiscal year 
period beginning in fiscal year 2016; and 

(3) the impact on revenues of the Federal 
Government as the result of such order or 
memorandum over the 5-fiscal-year period 
beginning in fiscal year 2016. 

(c) If an Executive order or Presidential 
memorandum is issued during fiscal year 
2016 due to a national emergency, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget 
may issue the statement required by sub-
section (a) not later than 15 days after the 
date that such order or memorandum is 
issued. 

(d) The requirement for cost estimates for 
Presidential memoranda shall only apply for 
Presidential memoranda estimated to have a 
regulatory cost in excess of $100,000,000. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Executive 
Office of the President Appropriations Act, 
2016’’. 

TITLE III 
THE JUDICIARY 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the operation of 
the Supreme Court, as required by law, ex-
cluding care of the building and grounds, in-
cluding hire of passenger motor vehicles as 
authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; not to 
exceed $10,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and for miscellaneous 
expenses, to be expended as the Chief Justice 
may approve, $75,838,000, of which $2,000,000 
shall remain available until expended. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of the chief justice and asso-
ciate justices of the court. 

CARE OF THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
For such expenditures as may be necessary 

to enable the Architect of the Capitol to 
carry out the duties imposed upon the Archi-
tect by 40 U.S.C. 6111 and 6112, $9,964,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE 
FEDERAL CIRCUIT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For salaries of officers and employees, and 

for necessary expenses of the court, as au-
thorized by law, $30,872,000. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of the chief judge and judges 
of the court. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For salaries of officers and employees of 

the court, services, and necessary expenses 
of the court, as authorized by law, $18,160,000. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of the chief judge and judges 
of the court. 

COURTS OF APPEALS, DISTRICT COURTS, AND 
OTHER JUDICIAL SERVICES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the salaries of judges of the United 
States Court of Federal Claims, magistrate 
judges, and all other officers and employees 
of the Federal Judiciary not otherwise spe-
cifically provided for, necessary expenses of 
the courts, and the purchase, rental, repair, 
and cleaning of uniforms for Probation and 
Pretrial Services Office staff, as authorized 
by law, $4,918,969,000 (including the purchase 
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of firearms and ammunition); of which not to 
exceed $27,817,000 shall remain available 
until expended for space alteration projects 
and for furniture and furnishings related to 
new space alteration and construction 
projects. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of circuit and district judges 
(including judges of the territorial courts of 
the United States), bankruptcy judges, and 
justices and judges retired from office or 
from regular active service. 

In addition, for expenses of the United 
States Court of Federal Claims associated 
with processing cases under the National 
Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986 (Public 
Law 99–660), not to exceed $6,050,000, to be ap-
propriated from the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Trust Fund. 

DEFENDER SERVICES 
For the operation of Federal Defender or-

ganizations; the compensation and reim-
bursement of expenses of attorneys ap-
pointed to represent persons under 18 U.S.C. 
3006A and 3599, and for the compensation and 
reimbursement of expenses of persons fur-
nishing investigative, expert, and other serv-
ices for such representations as authorized 
by law; the compensation (in accordance 
with the maximums under 18 U.S.C. 3006A) 
and reimbursement of expenses of attorneys 
appointed to assist the court in criminal 
cases where the defendant has waived rep-
resentation by counsel; the compensation 
and reimbursement of expenses of attorneys 
appointed to represent jurors in civil actions 
for the protection of their employment, as 
authorized by 28 U.S.C. 1875(d)(1); the com-
pensation and reimbursement of expenses of 
attorneys appointed under 18 U.S.C. 983(b)(1) 
in connection with certain judicial civil for-
feiture proceedings; the compensation and 
reimbursement of travel expenses of guard-
ians ad litem appointed under 18 U.S.C. 
4100(b); and for necessary training and gen-
eral administrative expenses, $1,004,949,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

FEES OF JURORS AND COMMISSIONERS 
For fees and expenses of jurors as author-

ized by 28 U.S.C. 1871 and 1876; compensation 
of jury commissioners as authorized by 28 
U.S.C. 1863; and compensation of commis-
sioners appointed in condemnation cases 
pursuant to rule 71.1(h) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure (28 U.S.C. Appendix Rule 
71.1(h)), $44,199,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the compensation 
of land commissioners shall not exceed the 
daily equivalent of the highest rate payable 
under 5 U.S.C. 5332. 

COURT SECURITY 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, incident to the provision of protec-
tive guard services for United States court-
houses and other facilities housing Federal 
court operations, and the procurement, in-
stallation, and maintenance of security sys-
tems and equipment for United States court-
houses and other facilities housing Federal 
court operations, including building ingress- 
egress control, inspection of mail and pack-
ages, directed security patrols, perimeter se-
curity, basic security services provided by 
the Federal Protective Service, and other 
similar activities as authorized by section 
1010 of the Judicial Improvement and Access 
to Justice Act (Public Law 100–702), 
$538,196,000, of which not to exceed $15,000,000 
shall remain available until expended, to be 
expended directly or transferred to the 
United States Marshals Service, which shall 
be responsible for administering the Judicial 
Facility Security Program consistent with 
standards or guidelines agreed to by the Di-

rector of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts and the Attorney Gen-
eral. 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE UNITED 
STATES COURTS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Administra-

tive Office of the United States Courts as au-
thorized by law, including travel as author-
ized by 31 U.S.C. 1345, hire of a passenger 
motor vehicle as authorized by 31 U.S.C. 
1343(b), advertising and rent in the District 
of Columbia and elsewhere, $85,665,000, of 
which not to exceed $8,500 is authorized for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses. 

FEDERAL JUDICIAL CENTER 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Ju-
dicial Center, as authorized by Public Law 
90–219, $27,719,000; of which $1,800,000 shall re-
main available through September 30, 2017, 
to provide education and training to Federal 
court personnel; and of which not to exceed 
$1,500 is authorized for official reception and 
representation expenses. 

UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the salaries and expenses necessary to 
carry out the provisions of chapter 58 of title 
28, United States Code, $17,570,000, of which 
not to exceed $1,000 is authorized for official 
reception and representation expenses. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—THE JUDICIARY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 301. Appropriations and authoriza-

tions made in this title which are available 
for salaries and expenses shall be available 
for services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109. 

SEC. 302. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 
fiscal year for the Judiciary in this Act may 
be transferred between such appropriations, 
but no such appropriation, except ‘‘Courts of 
Appeals, District Courts, and Other Judicial 
Services, Defender Services’’ and ‘‘Courts of 
Appeals, District Courts, and Other Judicial 
Services, Fees of Jurors and Commis-
sioners’’, shall be increased by more than 10 
percent by any such transfers: Provided, That 
any transfer pursuant to this section shall be 
treated as a reprogramming of funds under 
sections 604 and 608 of this Act and shall not 
be available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in section 608. 

SEC. 303. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the salaries and expenses appro-
priation for ‘‘Courts of Appeals, District 
Courts, and Other Judicial Services’’ shall be 
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses of the Judicial Conference of 
the United States: Provided, That such avail-
able funds shall not exceed $11,000 and shall 
be administered by the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States 
Courts in the capacity as Secretary of the 
Judicial Conference. 

SEC. 304. Section 3314(a) of title 40, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘Federal’’ for ‘‘executive’’ each place it ap-
pears. 

SEC. 305. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. 561– 
569, and notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the United States Marshals Service 
shall provide, for such courthouses as its Di-
rector may designate in consultation with 
the Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts, for purposes of a 
pilot program, the security services that 40 
U.S.C. 1315 authorizes the Department of 
Homeland Security to provide, except for the 
services specified in 40 U.S.C. 1315(b)(2)(E). 
For building-specific security services at 
these courthouses, the Director of the Ad-

ministrative Office of the United States 
Courts shall reimburse the United States 
Marshals Service rather than the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

SEC. 306. (a) Section 203(c) of the Judicial 
Improvements Act of 1990 (Public Law 101– 
650; 28 U.S.C. 133 note), is amended in the sec-
ond sentence (relating to the District of Kan-
sas) following paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘24 
years and 6 months’’ and inserting ‘‘25 years 
and 6 months’’. 

(b) Section 406 of the Transportation, 
Treasury, Housing and Urban Development, 
the Judiciary, the District of Columbia, and 
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2006 (Public Law 109–115; 119 Stat. 2470; 28 
U.S.C. 133 note) is amended in the second 
sentence (relating to the eastern District of 
Missouri) by striking ‘‘22 years and 6 
months’’ and inserting ‘‘23 years and 6 
months’’. 

(c) Section 312(c)(2) of the 21st Century De-
partment of Justice Appropriations Author-
ization Act (Public Law 107–273; 28 U.S.C. 133 
note), is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence by striking ‘‘13 
years’’ and inserting ‘‘14 years’’; 

(2) in the second sentence (relating to the 
central District of California), by striking 
‘‘12 years and 6 months’’ and inserting ‘‘13 
years and 6 months’’; and 

(3) in the third sentence (relating to the 
western district of North Carolina), by strik-
ing ‘‘11 years’’ and inserting ‘‘12 years’’. 

SEC. 307. Section 3602(a) of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) by inserting after the first sentence: ‘‘A 
person appointed as a probation officer in 
one district may serve in another district 
with the consent of the appointing court and 
the court in the other district.’’; and 

(2) by inserting in the last sentence ‘‘ap-
pointing’’ before ‘‘court may, for cause’’. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Judiciary 
Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE IV 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR RESIDENT TUITION 
SUPPORT 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia, to be deposited into a dedicated 
account, for a nationwide program to be ad-
ministered by the Mayor, for District of Co-
lumbia resident tuition support, $40,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That such funds, including any interest ac-
crued thereon, may be used on behalf of eli-
gible District of Columbia residents to pay 
an amount based upon the difference be-
tween in-State and out-of-State tuition at 
public institutions of higher education, or to 
pay up to $2,500 each year at eligible private 
institutions of higher education: Provided 
further, That the awarding of such funds may 
be prioritized on the basis of a resident’s aca-
demic merit, the income and need of eligible 
students and such other factors as may be 
authorized: Provided further, That the Dis-
trict of Columbia government shall maintain 
a dedicated account for the Resident Tuition 
Support Program that shall consist of the 
Federal funds appropriated to the Program 
in this Act and any subsequent appropria-
tions, any unobligated balances from prior 
fiscal years, and any interest earned in this 
or any fiscal year: Provided further, That the 
account shall be under the control of the 
District of Columbia Chief Financial Officer, 
who shall use those funds solely for the pur-
poses of carrying out the Resident Tuition 
Support Program: Provided further, That the 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer shall 
provide a quarterly financial report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate for these 
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funds showing, by object class, the expendi-
tures made and the purpose therefor. 
FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR EMERGENCY PLANNING 

AND SECURITY COSTS IN THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA 
For a Federal payment of necessary ex-

penses, as determined by the Mayor of the 
District of Columbia in written consultation 
with the elected county or city officials of 
surrounding jurisdictions, $13,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the costs 
of providing public safety at events related 
to the presence of the National Capital in 
the District of Columbia, including support 
requested by the Director of the United 
States Secret Service in carrying out protec-
tive duties under the direction of the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for the 
costs of providing support to respond to im-
mediate and specific terrorist threats or at-
tacks in the District of Columbia or sur-
rounding jurisdictions. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA COURTS 

For salaries and expenses for the District 
of Columbia Courts, $274,401,000 to be allo-
cated as follows: for the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals, $14,192,000, of which not to 
exceed $2,500 is for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; for the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia, $123,638,000, of 
which not to exceed $2,500 is for official re-
ception and representation expenses; for the 
District of Columbia Court System, 
$73,981,000, of which not to exceed $2,500 is for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses; and $62,590,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017, for capital improve-
ments for District of Columbia courthouse 
facilities: Provided, That funds made avail-
able for capital improvements shall be ex-
pended consistent with the District of Co-
lumbia Courts master plan study and facili-
ties condition assessment: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, all amounts under this heading shall be 
apportioned quarterly by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and obligated and ex-
pended in the same manner as funds appro-
priated for salaries and expenses of other 
Federal agencies: Provided further, That 30 
days after providing written notice to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, the Dis-
trict of Columbia Courts may reallocate not 
more than $6,000,000 of the funds provided 
under this heading among the items and en-
tities funded under this heading: Provided 
further, That the Joint Committee on Judi-
cial Administration in the District of Colum-
bia may, by regulation, establish a program 
substantially similar to the program set 
forth in subchapter II of chapter 35 of title 5, 
United States Code, for employees of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Courts. 
FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR DEFENDER SERVICES IN 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURTS 
For payments authorized under section 11– 

2604 and section 11–2605, D.C. Official Code 
(relating to representation provided under 
the District of Columbia Criminal Justice 
Act), payments for counsel appointed in pro-
ceedings in the Family Court of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia under 
chapter 23 of title 16, D.C. Official Code, or 
pursuant to contractual agreements to pro-
vide guardian ad litem representation, train-
ing, technical assistance, and such other 
services as are necessary to improve the 
quality of guardian ad litem representation, 
payments for counsel appointed in adoption 
proceedings under chapter 3 of title 16, D.C. 
Official Code, and payments authorized 
under section 21–2060, D.C. Official Code (re-
lating to services provided under the District 
of Columbia Guardianship, Protective Pro-

ceedings, and Durable Power of Attorney Act 
of 1986), $49,890,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That funds provided 
under this heading shall be administered by 
the Joint Committee on Judicial Adminis-
tration in the District of Columbia: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, this appropriation shall be 
apportioned quarterly by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and obligated and ex-
pended in the same manner as funds appro-
priated for expenses of other Federal agen-
cies. 
FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE COURT SERVICES 

AND OFFENDER SUPERVISION AGENCY FOR THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
For salaries and expenses, including the 

transfer and hire of motor vehicles, of the 
Court Services and Offender Supervision 
Agency for the District of Columbia, as au-
thorized by the National Capital Revitaliza-
tion and Self-Government Improvement Act 
of 1997, $244,763,000, of which not to exceed 
$2,000 is for official reception and representa-
tion expenses related to Community Super-
vision and Pretrial Services Agency pro-
grams, of which not to exceed $25,000 is for 
dues and assessments relating to the imple-
mentation of the Court Services and Of-
fender Supervision Agency Interstate Super-
vision Act of 2002; of which $182,406,000 shall 
be for necessary expenses of Community Su-
pervision and Sex Offender Registration, to 
include expenses relating to the supervision 
of adults subject to protection orders or the 
provision of services for or related to such 
persons, of which up to $3,159,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018, for 
the relocation of offender supervision field 
offices; and of which $62,357,000 shall be 
available to the Pretrial Services Agency: 
Provided, That notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, all amounts under this 
heading shall be apportioned quarterly by 
the Office of Management and Budget and 
obligated and expended in the same manner 
as funds appropriated for salaries and ex-
penses of other Federal agencies: Provided 
further, That amounts under this heading 
may be used for programmatic incentives for 
offenders and defendants successfully meet-
ing terms of supervision: Provided further, 
That the Director is authorized to accept 
and use gifts in the form of in-kind contribu-
tions of the following: space and hospitality 
to support offender and defendant programs; 
equipment, supplies, clothing, and profes-
sional development and vocational training 
services and items necessary to sustain, edu-
cate, and train offenders and defendants, in-
cluding their dependent children; and pro-
grammatic incentives for offenders and de-
fendants meeting terms of supervision: Pro-
vided further, That the Director shall keep 
accurate and detailed records of the accept-
ance and use of any gift under the previous 
proviso, and shall make such records avail-
able for audit and public inspection: Provided 
further, That the Court Services and Offender 
Supervision Agency Director is authorized to 
accept and use reimbursement from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Government for space and 
services provided on a cost reimbursable 
basis. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICE 

For salaries and expenses, including the 
transfer and hire of motor vehicles, of the 
District of Columbia Public Defender Serv-
ice, as authorized by the National Capital 
Revitalization and Self-Government Im-
provement Act of 1997, $40,889,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, all amounts under this heading shall be 
apportioned quarterly by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and obligated and ex-
pended in the same manner as funds appro-

priated for salaries and expenses of Federal 
agencies: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing section 1342 of title 31, United 
States Code, and in addition to the authority 
provided by the District of Columbia Code 
Section 2–1607(b), upon approval of the Board 
of Trustees, the District of Columbia Public 
Defender Service may accept and use vol-
untary and uncompensated services for the 
purpose of aiding or facilitating the work of 
the District of Columbia Public Defender 
Service: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing District of Columbia Code section 
2–1603(d), for the purpose of any action 
brought against the Board of the Trustees of 
the District of Columbia Public Defender 
Service at any time during fiscal year 2016 or 
any previous fiscal year, the trustees shall 
be deemed to be employees of the Public De-
fender Service. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia Water and Sewer Authority, 
$14,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to continue implementation of the 
Combined Sewer Overflow Long-Term Plan: 
Provided, That the District of Columbia 
Water and Sewer Authority provides a 100 
percent match for this payment. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COORDINATING COUNCIL 

For a Federal payment to the Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Council, $1,900,000, to 
remain available until expended, to support 
initiatives related to the coordination of 
Federal and local criminal justice resources 
in the District of Columbia. 
FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR JUDICIAL COMMISSIONS 

For a Federal payment, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017, to the Commis-
sion on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure, 
$295,000, and for the Judicial Nomination 
Commission, $270,000. 
FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT 
For a Federal payment for a school im-

provement program in the District of Colum-
bia, $45,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for payments authorized under the 
Scholarship for Opportunity and Results Act 
(division C of Public Law 112–10): Provided, 
That, to the extent that funds are available 
for opportunity scholarships and following 
the priorities included in section 3006 of such 
Act, the Secretary of Education shall make 
scholarships available to students eligible 
under section 3013(3) of such Act (Public Law 
112–10; 125 Stat. 211) including students who 
were not offered a scholarship during any 
previous school year: Provided further, That 
within funds provided for opportunity schol-
arships $3,200,000 shall be for the activities 
specified in sections 3007(b) through 3007(d) 
and 3009 of the Act. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA NATIONAL GUARD 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia National Guard, $435,000, to remain 
available until expended for the Major Gen-
eral David F. Wherley, Jr. District of Colum-
bia National Guard Retention and College 
Access Program. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR TESTING AND 
TREATMENT OF HIV/AIDS 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia for the testing of individuals for, 
and the treatment of individuals with, 
human immunodeficiency virus and acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome in the District 
of Columbia, $5,000,000. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FUNDS 
Local funds are appropriated for the Dis-

trict of Columbia for the current fiscal year 
out of the General Fund of the District of 
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Columbia (‘‘General Fund’’) for programs 
and activities set forth under the heading 
‘‘District of Columbia Funds Summary of 
Expenses’’ and at the rate set forth under 
such heading, as included in the Fiscal Year 
2016 Budget Request Act of 2015 submitted to 
the Congress by the District of Columbia as 
amended as of the date of enactment of this 
Act: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, except as provided in 
section 450A of the District of Columbia 
Home Rule Act (section 1–204.50a, D.C. Offi-
cial Code), sections 816 and 817 of the Finan-
cial Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act, 2009 (secs. 47–369.01 and 47– 
369.02, D.C. Official Code), and provisions of 
this Act, the total amount appropriated in 
this Act for operating expenses for the Dis-
trict of Columbia for fiscal year 2016 under 
this heading shall not exceed the estimates 
included in the Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Re-
quest Act of 2015 submitted to Congress by 
the District of Columbia as amended as of 
the date of enactment of this Act or the sum 
of the total revenues of the District of Co-
lumbia for such fiscal year: Provided further, 
That the amount appropriated may be in-
creased by proceeds of one-time trans-
actions, which are expended for emergency 
or unanticipated operating or capital needs: 
Provided further, That such increases shall be 
approved by enactment of local District law 
and shall comply with all reserve require-
ments contained in the District of Columbia 
Home Rule Act: Provided further, That the 
Chief Financial Officer of the District of Co-
lumbia shall take such steps as are necessary 
to assure that the District of Columbia 
meets these requirements, including the ap-
portioning by the Chief Financial Officer of 
the appropriations and funds made available 
to the District during fiscal year 2016, except 
that the Chief Financial Officer may not re-
program for operating expenses any funds de-
rived from bonds, notes, or other obligations 
issued for capital projects. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘District of 
Columbia Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE V 
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Administra-

tive Conference of the United States, author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 591 et seq., $3,100,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, of 
which not to exceed $1,000 is for official re-
ception and representation expenses. 

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles, services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, but at rates for in-
dividuals not to exceed the per diem rate 
equivalent to the maximum rate payable 
under 5 U.S.C. 5376, purchase of nominal 
awards to recognize non-Federal officials’ 
contributions to Commission activities, and 
not to exceed $4,000 for official reception and 
representation expenses, $125,000,000, of 
which not less than $1,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017, to reduce 
the costs of third party testing associated 
with certification of children’s products 
under section 14 of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2063). 

ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

Help America Vote Act of 2002 (Public Law 
107–252), $9,600,000, of which $1,500,000 shall be 
transferred to the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology for election re-
form activities authorized under the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002. 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal 
Communications Commission, as authorized 
by law, including uniforms and allowances 
therefor, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; 
not to exceed $4,000 for official reception and 
representation expenses; purchase and hire 
of motor vehicles; special counsel fees; and 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, 
$339,844,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That in addition, $44,168,497 
shall be made available until expended for 
necessary expenses associated with moving 
to a new facility or reconfiguring the exist-
ing space to significantly reduce space con-
sumption: Provided further, That $384,012,497 
of offsetting collections shall be assessed and 
collected pursuant to section 9 of title I of 
the Communications Act of 1934, shall be re-
tained and used for necessary expenses and 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated shall be reduced as such offsetting 
collections are received during fiscal year 
2016 so as to result in a final fiscal year 2016 
appropriation estimated at $0: Provided fur-
ther, That any offsetting collections received 
in excess of $384,012,497 in fiscal year 2016 
shall not be available for obligation: Provided 
further, That remaining offsetting collec-
tions from prior years collected in excess of 
the amount specified for collection in each 
such year and otherwise becoming available 
on October 1, 2015, shall not be available for 
obligation: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing 47 U.S.C. 309(j)(8)(B), proceeds from 
the use of a competitive bidding system that 
may be retained and made available for obli-
gation shall not exceed $117,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2016: Provided further, That, of the 
amount appropriated under this heading, not 
less than $11,600,000 shall be for the salaries 
and expenses of the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

SEC. 501. Section 302 of the Universal Serv-
ice Antideficiency Temporary Suspension 
Act is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2016’’, each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2017’’. 

SEC. 502. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission to modify, amend, or 
change its rules or regulations for universal 
service support payments to implement the 
February 27, 2004 recommendations of the 
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service regarding single connection or pri-
mary line restrictions on universal service 
support payments. 

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$34,568,000, to be derived from the Deposit In-
surance Fund or, only when appropriate, the 
FSLIC Resolution Fund. 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign 
Act of 1971, $76,119,000, of which $5,000,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2017, for lease expiration and replacement 
lease expenses; and of which not to exceed 
$5,000 shall be available for reception and 
representation expenses. 

FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Federal Labor Relations Author-

ity, pursuant to Reorganization Plan Num-
bered 2 of 1978, and the Civil Service Reform 
Act of 1978, including services authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109, and including hire of experts 
and consultants, hire of passenger motor ve-
hicles, and including official reception and 
representation expenses (not to exceed $1,500) 
and rental of conference rooms in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and elsewhere, $26,200,000: 
Provided, That public members of the Fed-
eral Service Impasses Panel may be paid 
travel expenses and per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5703) 
for persons employed intermittently in the 
Government service, and compensation as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, funds 
received from fees charged to non-Federal 
participants at labor-management relations 
conferences shall be credited to and merged 
with this account, to be available without 
further appropriation for the costs of car-
rying out these conferences. 

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal 
Trade Commission, including uniforms or al-
lowances therefor, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
5901–5902; services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
not to exceed $2,000 for official reception and 
representation expenses, $306,900,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That not to exceed $300,000 shall be available 
for use to contract with a person or persons 
for collection services in accordance with 
the terms of 31 U.S.C. 3718: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, not to exceed $124,000,000 of offsetting 
collections derived from fees collected for 
premerger notification filings under the 
Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements 
Act of 1976 (15 U.S.C. 18a), regardless of the 
year of collection, shall be retained and used 
for necessary expenses in this appropriation: 
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, not to exceed 
$14,000,000 in offsetting collections derived 
from fees sufficient to implement and en-
force the Telemarketing Sales Rule, promul-
gated under the Telemarketing and Con-
sumer Fraud and Abuse Prevention Act (15 
U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), shall be credited to this 
account, and be retained and used for nec-
essary expenses in this appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as such offsetting collections are re-
ceived during fiscal year 2016, so as to result 
in a final fiscal year 2016 appropriation from 
the general fund estimated at not more than 
$168,900,000: Provided further, That none of the 
funds made available to the Federal Trade 
Commission may be used to implement sub-
section (e)(2)(B) of section 43 of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1831t). 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

REAL PROPERTY ACTIVITIES 

FEDERAL BUILDINGS FUND 

LIMITATIONS ON AVAILABILITY OF REVENUE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Amounts in the Fund, including revenues 
and collections deposited into the Fund, 
shall be available for necessary expenses of 
real property management and related ac-
tivities not otherwise provided for, including 
operation, maintenance, and protection of 
federally owned and leased buildings; rental 
of buildings in the District of Columbia; res-
toration of leased premises; moving govern-
mental agencies (including space adjust-
ments and telecommunications relocation 
expenses) in connection with the assignment, 
allocation, and transfer of space; contractual 
services incident to cleaning or servicing 
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buildings, and moving; repair and alteration 
of federally owned buildings, including 
grounds, approaches, and appurtenances; 
care and safeguarding of sites; maintenance, 
preservation, demolition, and equipment; ac-
quisition of buildings and sites by purchase, 
condemnation, or as otherwise authorized by 
law; acquisition of options to purchase build-
ings and sites; conversion and extension of 
federally owned buildings; preliminary plan-
ning and design of projects by contract or 
otherwise; construction of new buildings (in-
cluding equipment for such buildings); and 
payment of principal, interest, and any other 
obligations for public buildings acquired by 
installment purchase and purchase contract; 
in the aggregate amount of $10,196,124,000, of 
which— 

(1) $1,607,738,000 shall remain available 
until expended for construction and acquisi-
tion (including funds for sites and expenses, 
and associated design and construction serv-
ices) as follows: 

(A) $341,000,000 shall be for the DHS Con-
solidation at St. Elizabeths; 

(B) $105,600,000 shall be for the Alexandria 
Bay, New York, Land Port of Entry; 

(C) $85,645,000 shall be for the Columbus, 
New Mexico, Land Port of Entry; 

(D) $947,760,000 shall be for new construc-
tion projects of the Federal Judiciary as 
prioritized in the ‘‘Federal Judiciary Court-
house Project Priorities’’ plan approved by 
the Judicial Conference of the United States 
on September 17, 2015, and submitted to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions on September 28, 2015; 

(E) $52,733,000 shall be for new construction 
and acquisition projects that are joint 
United States courthouses and Federal build-
ings, including U.S. Post Offices, on the 
‘‘FY2015–FY2019 Five-Year Capital Invest-
ment Plan’’ submitted by the General Serv-
ices Administration to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations with the 
agency’s fiscal year 2016 Congressional Jus-
tification; and 

(F) $75,000,000 shall be for construction 
management and oversight activities, and 
other project support costs, for the FBI 
Headquarters Consolidation: 
Provided, That each of the foregoing limits of 
costs on new construction and acquisition 
projects may be exceeded to the extent that 
savings are effected in other such projects, 
but not to exceed 10 percent of the amounts 
included in a transmitted prospectus, if re-
quired, unless advance approval is obtained 
from the Committees on Appropriations of a 
greater amount; 

(2) $735,331,000 shall remain available until 
expended for repairs and alterations, includ-
ing associated design and construction serv-
ices, of which— 

(A) $310,331,000 is for Major Repairs and Al-
terations; 

(B) $300,000,000 is for Basic Repairs and Al-
terations; and 

(C) $125,000,000 is for Special Emphasis Pro-
grams, of which— 

(i) $20,000,000 is for Fire and Life Safety; 
(ii) $20,000,000 is for Judiciary Capital Secu-

rity; 
(iii) $10,000,000 is for Energy and Water 

Retrofit and Conservation Measures; and 
(iv) $75,000,000 is for Consolidation Activi-

ties: Provided, That consolidation projects 
result in reduced annual rent paid by the 
tenant agency: Provided further, That no con-
solidation project exceed $20,000,000 in costs: 
Provided further, That consolidation projects 
are approved by each of the committees 
specified in section 3307(a) of title 40, United 
States Code: Provided further, That pref-
erence is given to consolidation projects that 
achieve a utilization rate of 130 usable 
square feet or less per person for office space: 
Provided further, That the obligation of funds 

under this paragraph for consolidation ac-
tivities may not be made until 10 days after 
a proposed spending plan and explanation for 
each project to be undertaken, including es-
timated savings, has been submitted to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate: 
Provided, That funds made available in this 
or any previous Act in the Federal Buildings 
Fund for Repairs and Alterations shall, for 
prospectus projects, be limited to the 
amount identified for each project, except 
each project in this or any previous Act may 
be increased by an amount not to exceed 10 
percent unless advance approval is obtained 
from the Committees on Appropriations of a 
greater amount: Provided further, That addi-
tional projects for which prospectuses have 
been fully approved may be funded under 
this category only if advance approval is ob-
tained from the Committees on Appropria-
tions: Provided further, That the amounts 
provided in this or any prior Act for ‘‘Re-
pairs and Alterations’’ may be used to fund 
costs associated with implementing security 
improvements to buildings necessary to 
meet the minimum standards for security in 
accordance with current law and in compli-
ance with the reprogramming guidelines of 
the appropriate Committees of the House 
and Senate: Provided further, That the dif-
ference between the funds appropriated and 
expended on any projects in this or any prior 
Act, under the heading ‘‘Repairs and Alter-
ations’’, may be transferred to Basic Repairs 
and Alterations or used to fund authorized 
increases in prospectus projects: Provided 
further, That the amount provided in this or 
any prior Act for Basic Repairs and Alter-
ations may be used to pay claims against the 
Government arising from any projects under 
the heading ‘‘Repairs and Alterations’’ or 
used to fund authorized increases in pro-
spectus projects; 

(3) $5,579,055,000 for rental of space to re-
main available until expended; and 

(4) $2,274,000,000 for building operations to 
remain available until expended, of which 
$1,137,000,000 is for building services, and 
$1,137,000,000 is for salaries and expenses: Pro-
vided further, That not to exceed 5 percent of 
any appropriation made available under this 
paragraph for building operations may be 
transferred between and merged with such 
appropriations upon notification to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, but no such 
appropriation shall be increased by more 
than 5 percent by any such transfers: Pro-
vided further, That section 508 of this title 
shall not apply with respect to funds made 
available under this heading for building op-
erations: Provided further, That the total 
amount of funds made available from this 
Fund to the General Services Administration 
shall not be available for expenses of any 
construction, repair, alteration and acquisi-
tion project for which a prospectus, if re-
quired by 40 U.S.C. 3307(a), has not been ap-
proved, except that necessary funds may be 
expended for each project for required ex-
penses for the development of a proposed 
prospectus: Provided further, That funds 
available in the Federal Buildings Fund may 
be expended for emergency repairs when ad-
vance approval is obtained from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations: Provided further, 
That amounts necessary to provide reim-
bursable special services to other agencies 
under 40 U.S.C. 592(b)(2) and amounts to pro-
vide such reimbursable fencing, lighting, 
guard booths, and other facilities on private 
or other property not in Government owner-
ship or control as may be appropriate to en-
able the United States Secret Service to per-
form its protective functions pursuant to 18 
U.S.C. 3056, shall be available from such rev-
enues and collections: Provided further, That 

revenues and collections and any other sums 
accruing to this Fund during fiscal year 2016, 
excluding reimbursements under 40 U.S.C. 
592(b)(2), in excess of the aggregate new 
obligational authority authorized for Real 
Property Activities of the Federal Buildings 
Fund in this Act shall remain in the Fund 
and shall not be available for expenditure ex-
cept as authorized in appropriations Acts. 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES 
GOVERNMENT-WIDE POLICY 

For expenses authorized by law, not other-
wise provided for, for Government-wide pol-
icy and evaluation activities associated with 
the management of real and personal prop-
erty assets and certain administrative serv-
ices; Government-wide policy support re-
sponsibilities relating to acquisition, travel, 
motor vehicles, information technology 
management, and related technology activi-
ties; and services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109; $58,000,000. 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses authorized by law, not other-
wise provided for, for Government-wide ac-
tivities associated with utilization and dona-
tion of surplus personal property; disposal of 
real property; agency-wide policy direction, 
management, and communications; the Ci-
vilian Board of Contract Appeals; and serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; $58,560,000, 
of which $25,979,000 is for Real and Personal 
Property Management and Disposal; 
$23,397,000 is for the Office of the Adminis-
trator, of which not to exceed $7,500 is for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses; 
and $9,184,000 is for the Civilian Board of 
Contract Appeals: Provided, That not to ex-
ceed 5 percent of the appropriation made 
available under this heading for Office of the 
Administrator may be transferred to the ap-
propriation for the Real and Personal Prop-
erty Management and Disposal upon notifi-
cation to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, but the appropriation for the Real and 
Personal Property Management and Disposal 
may not be increased by more than 5 percent 
by any such transfer. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General and service authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 3109, $65,000,000, of which $2,000,000 is 
available until expended: Provided, That not 
to exceed $50,000 shall be available for pay-
ment for information and detection of fraud 
against the Government, including payment 
for recovery of stolen Government property: 
Provided further, That not to exceed $2,500 
shall be available for awards to employees of 
other Federal agencies and private citizens 
in recognition of efforts and initiatives re-
sulting in enhanced Office of Inspector Gen-
eral effectiveness. 

ALLOWANCES AND OFFICE STAFF FOR FORMER 
PRESIDENTS 

For carrying out the provisions of the Act 
of August 25, 1958 (3 U.S.C. 102 note), and 
Public Law 95–138, $3,277,000. 

PRE-ELECTION PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For activities authorized by the Pre-Elec-
tion Presidential Transition Act of 2010 
(Public Law 111–283), not to exceed 
$13,278,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That such amounts 
may be transferred and credited to ‘‘Acquisi-
tion Services Fund’’ or ‘‘Federal Buildings 
Fund’’ to reimburse obligations incurred for 
the purposes provided herein in fiscal year 
2015 and 2016: Provided further, That amounts 
made available under this heading shall be in 
addition to any other amounts available for 
such purposes. 
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FEDERAL CITIZEN SERVICES FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Cit-
izen Services and Innovative Technologies, 
including services authorized by 40 U.S.C. 323 
and 44 U.S.C. 3604; and for necessary expenses 
in support of interagency projects that en-
able the Federal Government to enhance its 
ability to conduct activities electronically, 
through the development and implementa-
tion of innovative uses of information tech-
nology; $55,894,000, to be deposited into the 
Federal Citizen Services Fund: Provided, 
That the previous amount may be trans-
ferred to Federal agencies to carry out the 
purpose of the Federal Citizen Services 
Fund: Provided further, That the appropria-
tions, revenues, reimbursements, and collec-
tions deposited into the Fund shall be avail-
able until expended for necessary expenses of 
Federal Citizen Services and other activities 
that enable the Federal Government to en-
hance its ability to conduct activities elec-
tronically in the aggregate amount not to 
exceed $90,000,000: Provided further, That ap-
propriations, revenues, reimbursements, and 
collections accruing to this Fund during fis-
cal year 2016 in excess of such amount shall 
remain in the Fund and shall not be avail-
able for expenditure except as authorized in 
appropriations Acts: Provided further, That 
any appropriations provided to the Elec-
tronic Government Fund that remain unobli-
gated may be transferred to the Federal Cit-
izen Services Fund: Provided further, That 
the transfer authorities provided herein shall 
be in addition to any other transfer author-
ity provided in this Act. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—GENERAL 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 510. Funds available to the General 
Services Administration shall be available 
for the hire of passenger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 511. Funds in the Federal Buildings 
Fund made available for fiscal year 2016 for 
Federal Buildings Fund activities may be 
transferred between such activities only to 
the extent necessary to meet program re-
quirements: Provided, That any proposed 
transfers shall be approved in advance by the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. 

SEC. 512. Except as otherwise provided in 
this title, funds made available by this Act 
shall be used to transmit a fiscal year 2017 
request for United States Courthouse con-
struction only if the request: (1) meets the 
design guide standards for construction as 
established and approved by the General 
Services Administration, the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States, and the Office 
of Management and Budget; (2) reflects the 
priorities of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States as set out in its approved 5- 
year construction plan; and (3) includes a 
standardized courtroom utilization study of 
each facility to be constructed, replaced, or 
expanded. 

SEC. 513. None of the funds provided in this 
Act may be used to increase the amount of 
occupiable square feet, provide cleaning 
services, security enhancements, or any 
other service usually provided through the 
Federal Buildings Fund, to any agency that 
does not pay the rate per square foot assess-
ment for space and services as determined by 
the General Services Administration in con-
sideration of the Public Buildings Amend-
ments Act of 1972 (Public Law 92–313). 

SEC. 514. From funds made available under 
the heading Federal Buildings Fund, Limita-
tions on Availability of Revenue, claims 
against the Government of less than $250,000 
arising from direct construction projects and 
acquisition of buildings may be liquidated 

from savings effected in other construction 
projects with prior notification to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. 

SEC. 515. In any case in which the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate adopt a resolution 
granting lease authority pursuant to a pro-
spectus transmitted to Congress by the Ad-
ministrator of the General Services Adminis-
tration under 40 U.S.C. 3307, the Adminis-
trator shall ensure that the delineated area 
of procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus for all lease 
agreements, except that, if the Adminis-
trator determines that the delineated area of 
the procurement should not be identical to 
the delineated area included in the pro-
spectus, the Administrator shall provide an 
explanatory statement to each of such com-
mittees and the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate prior to exercising any lease au-
thority provided in the resolution. 

SEC. 516. With respect to each project fund-
ed under the heading ‘‘Major Repairs and Al-
terations’’ or ‘‘Judiciary Capital Security 
Program’’, and with respect to E-Govern-
ment projects funded under the heading 
‘‘Federal Citizen Services Fund’’, the Admin-
istrator of General Services shall submit a 
spending plan and explanation for each 
project to be undertaken to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 517. With respect to each project fund-
ed under the heading of ‘‘new construction 
projects of the Federal Judiciary’’, the Gen-
eral Services Administration, in consulta-
tion with the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts, shall submit a spend-
ing plan and description for each project to 
be undertaken to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate not later than 120 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 518. With respect to each project fund-
ed under the heading of ‘‘joint United States 
courthouses and Federal buildings, including 
U.S. Post Offices’’, the General Services Ad-
ministration shall submit a spending plan 
and explanation for the projects to be under-
taken to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate not later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 
HARRY S TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For payment to the Harry S Truman 

Scholarship Foundation Trust Fund, estab-
lished by section 10 of Public Law 93–642, 
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

MERIT SYSTEMS PROTECTION BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses to carry out func-

tions of the Merit Systems Protection Board 
pursuant to Reorganization Plan Numbered 2 
of 1978, the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, 
and the Whistleblower Protection Act of 1989 
(5 U.S.C. 5509 note), including services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, rental of conference 
rooms in the District of Columbia and else-
where, hire of passenger motor vehicles, di-
rect procurement of survey printing, and not 
to exceed $2,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $44,490,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, and in ad-
dition not to exceed $2,345,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, for admin-
istrative expenses to adjudicate retirement 
appeals to be transferred from the Civil 

Service Retirement and Disability Fund in 
amounts determined by the Merit Systems 
Protection Board. 

MORRIS K. UDALL AND STEWART L. UDALL 
FOUNDATION 

MORRIS K. UDALL AND STEWART L. UDALL 
TRUST FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For payment to the Morris K. Udall and 
Stewart L. Udall Trust Fund, pursuant to 
the Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall 
Foundation Act (20 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.), 
$1,995,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which, notwithstanding sections 8 
and 9 of such Act: (1) up to $50,000 shall be 
used to conduct financial audits pursuant to 
the Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–289); and (2) up to $1,000,000 
shall be available to carry out the activities 
authorized by section 6(7) of Public Law 102– 
259 and section 817(a) of Public Law 106–568 
(20 U.S.C. 5604(7)): Provided, That of the total 
amount made available under this heading 
$200,000 shall be transferred to the Office of 
Inspector General of the Department of the 
Interior, to remain available until expended, 
for audits and investigations of the Morris K. 
Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation, con-
sistent with the Inspector General Act of 
1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 

ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION FUND 

For payment to the Environmental Dis-
pute Resolution Fund to carry out activities 
authorized in the Environmental Policy and 
Conflict Resolution Act of 1998, $3,400,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses in connection with 
the administration of the National Archives 
and Records Administration and archived 
Federal records and related activities, as 
provided by law, and for expenses necessary 
for the review and declassification of docu-
ments, the activities of the Public Interest 
Declassification Board, the operations and 
maintenance of the electronic records ar-
chives, the hire of passenger motor vehicles, 
and for uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901), including 
maintenance, repairs, and cleaning, 
$372,393,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Reform Act of 
2008, Public Law 110–409, 122 Stat. 4302–16 
(2008), and the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(5 U.S.C. App.), and for the hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, $4,180,000. 

REPAIRS AND RESTORATION 

For the repair, alteration, and improve-
ment of archives facilities, and to provide 
adequate storage for holdings, $7,500,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That from amounts made available under 
this heading in Public Laws 111–8 and 111–117 
for necessary expenses related to the repair 
and renovation of the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Presidential Library and Museum in Hyde 
Park, New York, the remaining unobligated 
balances shall be available to implement the 
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion Capital Improvement Plan. 

NATIONAL HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS AND 
RECORDS COMMISSION 

GRANTS PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses for allocations and 
grants for historical publications and records 
as authorized by 44 U.S.C. 2504, $5,000,000, to 
remain available until expended. 
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NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REVOLVING LOAN 
FUND 

For the Community Development Revolv-
ing Loan Fund program as authorized by 42 
U.S.C. 9812, 9822 and 9910, $2,000,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2017, for tech-
nical assistance to low-income designated 
credit unions. 

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ETHICS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Office of Government Ethics pur-
suant to the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, the Ethics Reform Act of 1989, and the 
Stop Trading on Congressional Knowledge 
Act of 2012, including services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, rental of conference rooms 
in the District of Columbia and elsewhere, 
hire of passenger motor vehicles, and not to 
exceed $1,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $15,742,000. 

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF TRUST FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) pursuant to Reorganization Plan 
Numbered 2 of 1978 and the Civil Service Re-
form Act of 1978, including services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; medical examina-
tions performed for veterans by private phy-
sicians on a fee basis; rental of conference 
rooms in the District of Columbia and else-
where; hire of passenger motor vehicles; not 
to exceed $2,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; advances for reim-
bursements to applicable funds of OPM and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for ex-
penses incurred under Executive Order No. 
10422 of January 9, 1953, as amended; and pay-
ment of per diem and/or subsistence allow-
ances to employees where Voting Rights Act 
activities require an employee to remain 
overnight at his or her post of duty, 
$120,688,000, of which $2,500,000 shall remain 
available until expended for Federal inves-
tigations enhancements, and of which 
$616,000 may be for strengthening the capac-
ity and capabilities of the acquisition work-
force (as defined by the Office of Federal 
Procurement Policy Act, as amended (41 
U.S.C. 4001 et seq.)), including the recruit-
ment, hiring, training, and retention of such 
workforce and information technology in 
support of acquisition workforce effective-
ness or for management solutions to improve 
acquisition management; and in addition 
$124,550,000 for administrative expenses, to be 
transferred from the appropriate trust funds 
of OPM without regard to other statutes, in-
cluding direct procurement of printed mate-
rials, for the retirement and insurance pro-
grams: Provided, That the provisions of this 
appropriation shall not affect the authority 
to use applicable trust funds as provided by 
sections 8348(a)(1)(B), 8958(f)(2)(A), 
8988(f)(2)(A), and 9004(f)(2)(A) of title 5, 
United States Code: Provided further, That no 
part of this appropriation shall be available 
for salaries and expenses of the Legal Exam-
ining Unit of OPM established pursuant to 
Executive Order No. 9358 of July 1, 1943, or 
any successor unit of like purpose: Provided 
further, That the President’s Commission on 
White House Fellows, established by Execu-
tive Order No. 11183 of October 3, 1964, may, 
during fiscal year 2016, accept donations of 
money, property, and personal services: Pro-
vided further, That such donations, including 
those from prior years, may be used for the 
development of publicity materials to pro-
vide information about the White House Fel-
lows, except that no such donations shall be 
accepted for travel or reimbursement of 

travel expenses, or for the salaries of em-
ployees of such Commission. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF TRUST FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, in-
cluding services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, hire of passenger motor vehicles, 
$4,365,000, and in addition, not to exceed 
$22,479,000 for administrative expenses to 
audit, investigate, and provide other over-
sight of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment’s retirement and insurance programs, 
to be transferred from the appropriate trust 
funds of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, as determined by the Inspector Gen-
eral: Provided, That the Inspector General is 
authorized to rent conference rooms in the 
District of Columbia and elsewhere. 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Office of Special Counsel pursu-
ant to Reorganization Plan Numbered 2 of 
1978, the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95–454), the Whistleblower Pro-
tection Act of 1989 (Public Law 101–12) as 
amended by Public Law 107–304, the Whistle-
blower Protection Enhancement Act of 2012 
(Public Law 112–199), and the Uniformed 
Services Employment and Reemployment 
Rights Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–353), in-
cluding services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, payment of fees and expenses for wit-
nesses, rental of conference rooms in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and elsewhere, and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; $24,119,000. 

POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Postal Regu-
latory Commission in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Postal Accountability and En-
hancement Act (Public Law 109–435), 
$15,200,000, to be derived by transfer from the 
Postal Service Fund and expended as author-
ized by section 603(a) of such Act. 

PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OVERSIGHT 
BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Privacy and 
Civil Liberties Oversight Board, as author-
ized by section 1061 of the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 
(42 U.S.C. 2000ee), $21,297,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017. 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, including serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, the rental 
of space (to include multiple year leases) in 
the District of Columbia and elsewhere, and 
not to exceed $3,500 for official reception and 
representation expenses, $1,605,000,000, to re-
main available until expended; of which not 
less than $11,315,971 shall be for the Office of 
Inspector General; of which not to exceed 
$75,000 shall be available for a permanent 
secretariat for the International Organiza-
tion of Securities Commissions; of which not 
to exceed $100,000 shall be available for ex-
penses for consultations and meetings hosted 
by the Commission with foreign govern-
mental and other regulatory officials, mem-
bers of their delegations and staffs to ex-
change views concerning securities matters, 
such expenses to include necessary logistic 
and administrative expenses and the ex-
penses of Commission staff and foreign 
invitees in attendance including: (1) inci-

dental expenses such as meals; (2) travel and 
transportation; and (3) related lodging or 
subsistence; and of which not less than 
$68,223,000 shall be for the Division of Eco-
nomic and Risk Analysis: Provided, That fees 
and charges authorized by section 31 of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 
78ee) shall be credited to this account as off-
setting collections: Provided further, That 
not to exceed $1,605,000,000 of such offsetting 
collections shall be available until expended 
for necessary expenses of this account: Pro-
vided further, That the total amount appro-
priated under this heading from the general 
fund for fiscal year 2016 shall be reduced as 
such offsetting fees are received so as to re-
sult in a final total fiscal year 2016 appro-
priation from the general fund estimated at 
not more than $0. 

SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Selective 
Service System, including expenses of at-
tendance at meetings and of training for uni-
formed personnel assigned to the Selective 
Service System, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
4101–4118 for civilian employees; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and not to exceed $750 for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses; 
$22,703,000: Provided, That during the current 
fiscal year, the President may exempt this 
appropriation from the provisions of 31 
U.S.C. 1341, whenever the President deems 
such action to be necessary in the interest of 
national defense: Provided further, That none 
of the funds appropriated by this Act may be 
expended for or in connection with the in-
duction of any person into the Armed Forces 
of the United States. 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the Small Business Administra-
tion, including hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles as authorized by sections 1343 and 1344 of 
title 31, United States Code, and not to ex-
ceed $3,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $268,000,000, of which 
not less than $12,000,000 shall be available for 
examinations, reviews, and other lender 
oversight activities: Provided, That the Ad-
ministrator is authorized to charge fees to 
cover the cost of publications developed by 
the Small Business Administration, and cer-
tain loan program activities, including fees 
authorized by section 5(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Act: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, revenues received 
from all such activities shall be credited to 
this account, to remain available until ex-
pended, for carrying out these purposes with-
out further appropriations: Provided further, 
That the Small Business Administration 
may accept gifts in an amount not to exceed 
$4,000,000 and may co-sponsor activities, each 
in accordance with section 132(a) of division 
K of Public Law 108–447, during fiscal year 
2016: Provided further, That $6,100,000 shall be 
available for the Loan Modernization and 
Accounting System, to be available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided further, That 
$3,000,000 shall be for the Federal and State 
Technology Partnership Program under sec-
tion 34 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
657d). 

ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
For necessary expenses of programs sup-

porting entrepreneurial and small business 
development, $231,100,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017: Provided, That 
$117,000,000 shall be available to fund grants 
for performance in fiscal year 2016 or fiscal 
year 2017 as authorized by section 21 of the 
Small Business Act: Provided further, That 
$25,000,000 shall be for marketing, manage-
ment, and technical assistance under section 
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7(m) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
636(m)(4)) by intermediaries that make 
microloans under the microloan program: 
Provided further, That $18,000,000 shall be 
available for grants to States to carry out 
export programs that assist small business 
concerns authorized under section 1207 of 
Public Law 111–240. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$19,900,000. 

OFFICE OF ADVOCACY 
For necessary expenses of the Office of Ad-

vocacy in carrying out the provisions of title 
II of Public Law 94–305 (15 U.S.C. 634a et seq.) 
and the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 (5 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.), $9,120,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

BUSINESS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, $3,338,172, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That such costs, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974: Provided further, That subject to section 
502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, 
during fiscal year 2016 commitments to guar-
antee loans under section 503 of the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958 shall not ex-
ceed $7,500,000,000: Provided further, That dur-
ing fiscal year 2016 commitments for general 
business loans authorized under section 7(a) 
of the Small Business Act shall not exceed 
$26,500,000,000 for a combination of amor-
tizing term loans and the aggregated max-
imum line of credit provided by revolving 
loans: Provided further, That during fiscal 
year 2016 commitments for loans authorized 
under subparagraph (C) of section 502(7) of 
The Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
(15 U.S.C. 696(7)) shall not exceed 
$7,500,000,000: Provided further, That during 
fiscal year 2016 commitments to guarantee 
loans for debentures under section 303(b) of 
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
shall not exceed $4,000,000,000: Provided fur-
ther, That during fiscal year 2016, guarantees 
of trust certificates authorized by section 
5(g) of the Small Business Act shall not ex-
ceed a principal amount of $12,000,000,000. In 
addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan 
programs, $152,725,828, which may be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriations 
for Salaries and Expenses. 

DISASTER LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For administrative expenses to carry out 
the direct loan program authorized by sec-
tion 7(b) of the Small Business Act, 
$186,858,000, to be available until expended, of 
which $1,000,000 is for the Office of Inspector 
General of the Small Business Administra-
tion for audits and reviews of disaster loans 
and the disaster loan programs and shall be 
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priations for the Office of Inspector General; 
of which $176,858,000 is for direct administra-
tive expenses of loan making and servicing 
to carry out the direct loan program, which 
may be transferred to and merged with the 
appropriations for Salaries and Expenses; 
and of which $9,000,000 is for indirect admin-
istrative expenses for the direct loan pro-
gram, which may be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriations for Salaries 
and Expenses. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—SMALL BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 520. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 

fiscal year for the Small Business Adminis-
tration in this Act may be transferred be-
tween such appropriations, but no such ap-
propriation shall be increased by more than 
10 percent by any such transfers: Provided, 
That any transfer pursuant to this paragraph 
shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds 
under section 608 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section. 

SEC. 521. (a) Subparagraph (C) of section 
502(7) of the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 696(7)), as in effect on Sep-
tember 25, 2012, shall be in effect in any fis-
cal year during which the cost to the Federal 
Government of making guarantees under 
such subparagraph (C) and section 503 of the 
Small Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 
U.S.C. 697) is zero, except that— 

(1) subclause (I)(bb) and subclause (II) of 
clause (iv) of such subparagraph (C) shall not 
be in effect; 

(2) unless, upon application by a develop-
ment company and after determining that 
the refinance loan is needed for good cause, 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration waives this paragraph, a devel-
opment company shall limit its financings 
under section 502 of the Small Business In-
vestment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 696) so that, 
during any fiscal year, new financings under 
such subparagraph (C) shall not exceed 50 
percent of the dollars loaned under title V of 
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
(15 U.S.C. 695 et seq.) during the previous fis-
cal year; and 

(3) clause (iv)(I)(aa) of such subparagraph 
(C) shall be applied by substituting ‘‘job cre-
ation and retention’’ for ‘‘job creation’’. 

(b) Section 303(b)(2)(B) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 
683(b)(2)(B)) is amended by striking 
‘‘$225,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$350,000,000’’. 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
PAYMENT TO THE POSTAL SERVICE FUND 

For payment to the Postal Service Fund 
for revenue forgone on free and reduced rate 
mail, pursuant to subsections (c) and (d) of 
section 2401 of title 39, United States Code, 
$55,075,000: Provided, That mail for overseas 
voting and mail for the blind shall continue 
to be free: Provided further, That 6-day deliv-
ery and rural delivery of mail shall continue 
at not less than the 1983 level: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available 
to the Postal Service by this Act shall be 
used to implement any rule, regulation, or 
policy of charging any officer or employee of 
any State or local child support enforcement 
agency, or any individual participating in a 
State or local program of child support en-
forcement, a fee for information requested or 
provided concerning an address of a postal 
customer: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided in this Act shall be used to 
consolidate or close small rural and other 
small post offices. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$248,600,000, to be derived by transfer from 
the Postal Service Fund and expended as au-
thorized by section 603(b)(3) of the Postal Ac-
countability and Enhancement Act (Public 
Law 109–435). 

UNITED STATES TAX COURT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, including contract 
reporting and other services as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109, $51,300,000: Provided, That trav-
el expenses of the judges shall be paid upon 
the written certificate of the judge. 

TITLE VI 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 
SEC. 601. None of the funds in this Act shall 

be used for the planning or execution of any 
program to pay the expenses of, or otherwise 
compensate, non-Federal parties intervening 
in regulatory or adjudicatory proceedings 
funded in this Act. 

SEC. 602. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act shall remain available for obliga-
tion beyond the current fiscal year, nor may 
any be transferred to other appropriations, 
unless expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 603. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 3109, shall be limited to those 
contracts where such expenditures are a 
matter of public record and available for 
public inspection, except where otherwise 
provided under existing law, or under exist-
ing Executive order issued pursuant to exist-
ing law. 

SEC. 604. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act. 

SEC. 605. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be available for any activ-
ity or for paying the salary of any Govern-
ment employee where funding an activity or 
paying a salary to a Government employee 
would result in a decision, determination, 
rule, regulation, or policy that would pro-
hibit the enforcement of section 307 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307). 

SEC. 606. No funds appropriated pursuant to 
this Act may be expended by an entity un-
less the entity agrees that in expending the 
assistance the entity will comply with chap-
ter 83 of title 41, United States Code. 

SEC. 607. No funds appropriated or other-
wise made available under this Act shall be 
made available to any person or entity that 
has been convicted of violating chapter 83 of 
title 41, United States Code. 

SEC. 608. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Act, none of the funds provided in this 
Act, provided by previous appropriations 
Acts to the agencies or entities funded in 
this Act that remain available for obligation 
or expenditure in fiscal year 2016, or provided 
from any accounts in the Treasury derived 
by the collection of fees and available to the 
agencies funded by this Act, shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a 
reprogramming of funds that: (1) creates a 
new program; (2) eliminates a program, 
project, or activity; (3) increases funds or 
personnel for any program, project, or activ-
ity for which funds have been denied or re-
stricted by the Congress; (4) proposes to use 
funds directed for a specific activity by the 
Committee on Appropriations of either the 
House of Representatives or the Senate for a 
different purpose; (5) augments existing pro-
grams, projects, or activities in excess of 
$5,000,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less; (6) 
reduces existing programs, projects, or ac-
tivities by $5,000,000 or 10 percent, whichever 
is less; or (7) creates or reorganizes offices, 
programs, or activities unless prior approval 
is received from the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided, That prior to any 
significant reorganization or restructuring 
of offices, programs, or activities, each agen-
cy or entity funded in this Act shall consult 
with the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate: 
Provided further, That not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, each 
agency funded by this Act shall submit a re-
port to the Committees on Appropriations of 
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the House of Representatives and the Senate 
to establish the baseline for application of 
reprogramming and transfer authorities for 
the current fiscal year: Provided further, That 
at a minimum the report shall include: (1) a 
table for each appropriation with a separate 
column to display the President’s budget re-
quest, adjustments made by Congress, ad-
justments due to enacted rescissions, if ap-
propriate, and the fiscal year enacted level; 
(2) a delineation in the table for each appro-
priation both by object class and program, 
project, and activity as detailed in the budg-
et appendix for the respective appropriation; 
and (3) an identification of items of special 
congressional interest: Provided further, That 
the amount appropriated or limited for sala-
ries and expenses for an agency shall be re-
duced by $100,000 per day for each day after 
the required date that the report has not 
been submitted to the Congress. 

SEC. 609. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not to exceed 50 percent of 
unobligated balances remaining available at 
the end of fiscal year 2016 from appropria-
tions made available for salaries and ex-
penses for fiscal year 2016 in this Act, shall 
remain available through September 30, 2017, 
for each such account for the purposes au-
thorized: Provided, That a request shall be 
submitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate for approval prior to the expendi-
ture of such funds: Provided further, That 
these requests shall be made in compliance 
with reprogramming guidelines. 

SEC. 610. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used by the Execu-
tive Office of the President to request— 

(1) any official background investigation 
report on any individual from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; or 

(2) a determination with respect to the 
treatment of an organization as described in 
section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 and exempt from taxation under sec-
tion 501(a) of such Code from the Department 
of the Treasury or the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply— 
(1) in the case of an official background in-

vestigation report, if such individual has 
given express written consent for such re-
quest not more than 6 months prior to the 
date of such request and during the same 
presidential administration; or 

(2) if such request is required due to ex-
traordinary circumstances involving na-
tional security. 

SEC. 611. The cost accounting standards 
promulgated under chapter 15 of title 41, 
United States Code shall not apply with re-
spect to a contract under the Federal Em-
ployees Health Benefits Program established 
under chapter 89 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 612. For the purpose of resolving liti-
gation and implementing any settlement 
agreements regarding the nonforeign area 
cost-of-living allowance program, the Office 
of Personnel Management may accept and 
utilize (without regard to any restriction on 
unanticipated travel expenses imposed in an 
Appropriations Act) funds made available to 
the Office of Personnel Management pursu-
ant to court approval. 

SEC. 613. No funds appropriated by this Act 
shall be available to pay for an abortion, or 
the administrative expenses in connection 
with any health plan under the Federal em-
ployees health benefits program which pro-
vides any benefits or coverage for abortions. 

SEC. 614. The provision of section 613 shall 
not apply where the life of the mother would 
be endangered if the fetus were carried to 
term, or the pregnancy is the result of an act 
of rape or incest. 

SEC. 615. In order to promote Government 
access to commercial information tech-

nology, the restriction on purchasing non-
domestic articles, materials, and supplies set 
forth in chapter 83 of title 41, United States 
Code (popularly known as the Buy American 
Act), shall not apply to the acquisition by 
the Federal Government of information 
technology (as defined in section 11101 of 
title 40, United States Code), that is a com-
mercial item (as defined in section 103 of 
title 41, United States Code). 

SEC. 616. Notwithstanding section 1353 of 
title 31, United States Code, no officer or em-
ployee of any regulatory agency or commis-
sion funded by this Act may accept on behalf 
of that agency, nor may such agency or com-
mission accept, payment or reimbursement 
from a non-Federal entity for travel, subsist-
ence, or related expenses for the purpose of 
enabling an officer or employee to attend 
and participate in any meeting or similar 
function relating to the official duties of the 
officer or employee when the entity offering 
payment or reimbursement is a person or en-
tity subject to regulation by such agency or 
commission, or represents a person or entity 
subject to regulation by such agency or com-
mission, unless the person or entity is an or-
ganization described in section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a) of such 
Code. 

SEC. 617. Notwithstanding section 708 of 
this Act, funds made available to the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission and the 
Securities and Exchange Commission by this 
or any other Act may be used for the inter-
agency funding and sponsorship of a joint ad-
visory committee to advise on emerging reg-
ulatory issues. 

SEC. 618. (a)(1) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, an Executive agency cov-
ered by this Act otherwise authorized to 
enter into contracts for either leases or the 
construction or alteration of real property 
for office, meeting, storage, or other space 
must consult with the General Services Ad-
ministration before issuing a solicitation for 
offers of new leases or construction con-
tracts, and in the case of succeeding leases, 
before entering into negotiations with the 
current lessor. 

(2) Any such agency with authority to 
enter into an emergency lease may do so 
during any period declared by the President 
to require emergency leasing authority with 
respect to such agency. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘Executive agency covered by this Act’’ 
means any Executive agency provided funds 
by this Act, but does not include the General 
Services Administration or the United 
States Postal Service. 

SEC. 619. (a) There are appropriated for the 
following activities the amounts required 
under current law: 

(1) Compensation of the President (3 U.S.C. 
102). 

(2) Payments to— 
(A) the Judicial Officers’ Retirement Fund 

(28 U.S.C. 377(o)); 
(B) the Judicial Survivors’ Annuities Fund 

(28 U.S.C. 376(c)); and 
(C) the United States Court of Federal 

Claims Judges’ Retirement Fund (28 U.S.C. 
178(l)). 

(3) Payment of Government contribu-
tions— 

(A) with respect to the health benefits of 
retired employees, as authorized by chapter 
89 of title 5, United States Code, and the Re-
tired Federal Employees Health Benefits Act 
(74 Stat. 849); and 

(B) with respect to the life insurance bene-
fits for employees retiring after December 
31, 1989 (5 U.S.C. ch. 87). 

(4) Payment to finance the unfunded liabil-
ity of new and increased annuity benefits 
under the Civil Service Retirement and Dis-
ability Fund (5 U.S.C. 8348). 

(5) Payment of annuities authorized to be 
paid from the Civil Service Retirement and 
Disability Fund by statutory provisions 
other than subchapter III of chapter 83 or 
chapter 84 of title 5, United States Code. 

(b) Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to exempt any amount appropriated 
by this section from any otherwise applica-
ble limitation on the use of funds contained 
in this Act. 

SEC. 620. The Public Company Accounting 
Oversight Board (Board) shall have authority 
to obligate funds for the scholarship program 
established by section 109(c)(2) of the Sar-
banes-Oxley Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–204) 
in an aggregate amount not exceeding the 
amount of funds collected by the Board as of 
December 31, 2015, including accrued inter-
est, as a result of the assessment of mone-
tary penalties. Funds available for obliga-
tion in fiscal year 2016 shall remain available 
until expended. 

SEC. 621. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Federal Trade 
Commission to complete the draft report en-
titled ‘‘Interagency Working Group on Food 
Marketed to Children: Preliminary Proposed 
Nutrition Principles to Guide Industry Self- 
Regulatory Efforts’’ unless the Interagency 
Working Group on Food Marketed to Chil-
dren complies with Executive Order No. 
13563. 

SEC. 622. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries 
and expenses for the following positions: 

(1) Director, White House Office of Health 
Reform. 

(2) Assistant to the President for Energy 
and Climate Change. 

(3) Senior Advisor to the Secretary of the 
Treasury assigned to the Presidential Task 
Force on the Auto Industry and Senior Coun-
selor for Manufacturing Policy. 

(4) White House Director of Urban Affairs. 
SEC. 623. None of the funds in this Act may 

be used for the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management to award a contract, 
enter an extension of, or exercise an option 
on a contract to a contractor conducting the 
final quality review processes for back-
ground investigation fieldwork services or 
background investigation support services 
that, as of the date of the award of the con-
tract, are being conducted by that con-
tractor. 

SEC. 624. (a) The head of each executive 
branch agency funded by this Act shall en-
sure that the Chief Information Officer of 
the agency has the authority to participate 
in decisions regarding the budget planning 
process related to information technology. 

(b) Amounts appropriated for any execu-
tive branch agency funded by this Act that 
are available for information technology 
shall be allocated within the agency, con-
sistent with the provisions of appropriations 
Acts and budget guidelines and recommenda-
tions from the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, in such manner as 
specified by, or approved by, the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the agency in consultation 
with the Chief Financial Officer of the agen-
cy and budget officials. 

SEC. 625. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in contravention of 
chapter 29, 31, or 33 of title 44, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 626. From the unobligated balances 
available in the Securities and Exchange 
Commission Reserve Fund established by 
section 991 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act (Pub-
lic Law 111–203), $25,000,000 are rescinded. 

SEC. 627. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by a governmental 
entity to require the disclosure by a provider 
of electronic communication service to the 
public or remote computing service of the 
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contents of a wire or electronic communica-
tion that is in electronic storage with the 
provider (as such terms are defined in sec-
tions 2510 and 2711 of title 18, United States 
Code) in a manner that violates the Fourth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

SEC. 628. Beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, in the current fiscal year 
and continuing through September 30, 2025, 
the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
and Report and Order adopted by the Federal 
Communications Commission on March 31, 
2014 (FCC 14–28), and the amendments to the 
rules of the Commission adopted in such 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and 
Report and Order, shall not apply to a joint 
sales agreement (as defined in Note 2(k) to 
section 73.3555 of title 47, Code of Federal 
Regulations) that was in effect on March 31, 
2014, and a rule of the Commission amended 
by such an amendment shall apply to such 
agreement as such rule was in effect on the 
day before the effective date of such amend-
ment. A party to a joint sales agreement 
that was in effect on March 31, 2014, shall not 
be considered to be in violation of the owner-
ship limitations of section 73.3555 of title 47, 
Code of Federal Regulations, by reason of 
the application of the rule in Note 2(k)(2), as 
so amended, to the joint sales agreement. 

SEC. 629. During fiscal year 2016, none of 
the amounts made available by this Act may 
be used to finalize or implement the Safety 
Standard for Recreational Off-Highway Vehi-
cles published by the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission in the Federal Register 
on November 19, 2014 (79 Fed. Reg. 68964) 
until after— 

(1) the National Academy of Sciences, in 
consultation with the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration and the De-
partment of Defense, completes a study to 
determine— 

(A) the technical validity of the lateral 
stability and vehicle handling requirements 
proposed by such standard for purposes of re-
ducing the risk of Recreational Off-Highway 
Vehicle (referred to in this section as 
‘‘ROV’’) rollovers in the off-road environ-
ment, including the repeatability and repro-
ducibility of testing for compliance with 
such requirements; 

(B) the number of ROV rollovers that 
would be prevented if the proposed require-
ments were adopted; 

(C) whether there is a technical basis for 
the proposal to provide information on a 
point-of-sale hangtag about a ROV’s rollover 
resistance on a progressive scale; and 

(D) the effect on the utility of ROVs used 
by the United States military if the proposed 
requirements were adopted; and 

(2) a report containing the results of the 
study completed under paragraph (1) is deliv-
ered to— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; and 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 630. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, not to exceed $2,266,085 of unobli-
gated balances from ‘‘Election Assistance 
Commission, Election Reform Programs’’ 
shall be available to record a disbursement 
previously incurred under that heading in 
fiscal year 2014 against a 2008 cancelled ac-
count. 

SEC. 631. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission to modify, amend, or 
change the rules or regulations of the Com-
mission for universal service high-cost sup-
port for competitive eligible telecommuni-

cations carriers in a way that is inconsistent 
with paragraph (e)(5) or (e)(6) of section 
54.307 of title 47, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, as in effect on July 15, 2015: Provided, 
That this section shall not prohibit the Com-
mission from considering, developing, or 
adopting other support mechanisms as an al-
ternative to Mobility Fund Phase II. 

SEC. 632. (a) The Office of Personnel Man-
agement shall provide to each affected indi-
vidual as defined in subsection (b) com-
plimentary identity protection coverage 
that— 

(1) is not less comprehensive than the com-
plimentary identity protection coverage 
that the Office provided to affected individ-
uals before the date of enactment of this 
Act; 

(2) is effective for a period of not less than 
10 years; and 

(3) includes not less than $5,000,000 in iden-
tity theft insurance. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘affected individual’’ means any individual 
whose Social Security Number was com-
promised during— 

(1) the data breach of personnel records of 
current and former Federal employees, at a 
network maintained by the Department of 
the Interior, that was announced by the Of-
fice of Personnel Management on June 4, 
2015; or 

(2) the data breach of systems of the Office 
of Personnel Management containing infor-
mation related to the background investiga-
tions of current, former, and prospective 
Federal employees, and of other individuals. 

SEC. 633. Sections 1101(a) and 1104(a)(2)(A) 
of the Internet Tax Freedom Act (title XI of 
division C of Public Law 105–277; 47 U.S.C. 151 
note) shall be applied by substituting ‘‘Octo-
ber 1, 2016’’ for ‘‘October 1, 2015’’. 

SEC. 634. (a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) BANKING INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘bank-

ing institution’’ means an insured depository 
institution, Federal credit union, State cred-
it union, bank holding company, or savings 
and loan holding company. 

(2) BASEL III CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS.—The 
term ‘‘Basel III capital requirements’’ means 
the Global Regulatory Framework for More 
Resilient Banks and Banking Systems issued 
by the Basel Committee on Banking Super-
vision on December 16, 2010, as revised on 
June 1, 2011. 

(3) FEDERAL BANKING AGENCIES.—The term 
‘‘Federal banking agencies’’ means the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
the Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration, and the National Credit Union Ad-
ministration. 

(4) MORTGAGE SERVICING ASSETS.—The term 
‘‘mortgage servicing assets’’ means those as-
sets that result from contracts to service 
loans secured by real estate, where such 
loans are owned by third parties. 

(5) NCUA CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS.—The 
term ‘‘NCUA capital requirements’’ means 
the final rule of the National Credit Union 
Administration entitled ‘‘Risk-Based Cap-
ital’’ (80 Fed. Reg. 66625 (October 29, 2015)). 

(6) OTHER DEFINITIONS.— 
(A) BANKING DEFINITIONS.—The terms 

‘‘bank holding company’’, ‘‘insured deposi-
tory institution’’, and ‘‘savings and loan 
holding company’’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 3 of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1813). 

(B) CREDIT UNION DEFINITIONS.—The terms 
‘‘Federal credit union’’ and ‘‘State credit 
union’’ have the meanings given those terms 
in section 101 of the Federal Credit Union 
Act (12 U.S.C. 1752). 

(b) STUDY OF THE APPROPRIATE CAPITAL 
FOR MORTGAGE SERVICING ASSETS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal banking 
agencies shall jointly conduct a study of the 

appropriate capital requirements for mort-
gage servicing assets for banking institu-
tions. 

(2) ISSUES TO BE STUDIED.—The study re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall include, 
with a specific focus on banking institu-
tions— 

(A) the risk to banking institutions of 
holding mortgage servicing assets; 

(B) the history of the market for mortgage 
servicing assets, including in particular the 
market for those assets in the period of the 
financial crisis; 

(C) the ability of banking institutions to 
establish a value for mortgage servicing as-
sets of the institution through periodic sales 
or other means; 

(D) regulatory approaches to mortgage 
servicing assets and capital requirements 
that may be used to address concerns about 
the value of and ability to sell mortgage 
servicing assets; 

(E) the impact of imposing the Basel III 
capital requirements and the NCUA capital 
requirements on banking institutions on the 
ability of those institutions— 

(i) to compete in the mortgage servicing 
business, including the need for economies of 
scale to compete in that business; and 

(ii) to provide service to consumers to 
whom the institutions have made mortgage 
loans; 

(F) an analysis of what the mortgage serv-
icing marketplace would look like if the 
Basel III capital requirements and the NCUA 
capital requirements on mortgage servicing 
assets— 

(i) were fully implemented; and 
(ii) applied to both banking institutions 

and nondepository residential mortgage loan 
servicers; 

(G) the significance of problems with mort-
gage servicing assets, if any, in banking in-
stitution failures and problem banking insti-
tutions, including specifically identifying 
failed banking institutions where mortgage 
servicing assets contributed to the failure; 
and 

(H) an analysis of the relevance of the 
Basel III capital requirements and the NCUA 
capital requirements on mortgage servicing 
assets to the banking systems of other sig-
nificantly developed countries. 

(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of enactment of this 
title, the Federal banking agencies shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives a report con-
taining— 

(A) the results of the study required under 
paragraph (1); 

(B) any analysis on the specific issue of 
mortgage servicing assets undertaken by the 
Federal banking agencies before finalizing 
regulations implementing the Basel III cap-
ital requirements and the NCUA capital re-
quirements; and 

(C) any recommendations for legislative or 
regulatory actions that would address con-
cerns about the value of and ability to sell 
and the ability of banking institutions to 
hold mortgage servicing assets. 

SEC. 635. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided in this Act for ‘‘National Archives 
and Records Administration, Operating Ex-
penses’’, there is appropriated $7,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, for the re-
pair, alteration, and improvement of an addi-
tional leased facility to provide adequate 
storage for holdings of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate. 
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TITLE VII 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—GOVERNMENT- 
WIDE 

DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, AND CORPORATIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 701. No department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States receiving ap-
propriated funds under this or any other Act 
for fiscal year 2016 shall obligate or expend 
any such funds, unless such department, 
agency, or instrumentality has in place, and 
will continue to administer in good faith, a 
written policy designed to ensure that all of 
its workplaces are free from the illegal use, 
possession, or distribution of controlled sub-
stances (as defined in the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)) by the officers 
and employees of such department, agency, 
or instrumentality. 

SEC. 702. Unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided, the maximum amount allowable dur-
ing the current fiscal year in accordance 
with subsection 1343(c) of title 31, United 
States Code, for the purchase of any pas-
senger motor vehicle (exclusive of buses, am-
bulances, law enforcement vehicles, protec-
tive vehicles, and undercover surveillance 
vehicles), is hereby fixed at $19,947 except 
station wagons for which the maximum shall 
be $19,997: Provided, That these limits may be 
exceeded by not to exceed $7,250 for police- 
type vehicles: Provided further, That the lim-
its set forth in this section may not be ex-
ceeded by more than 5 percent for electric or 
hybrid vehicles purchased for demonstration 
under the provisions of the Electric and Hy-
brid Vehicle Research, Development, and 
Demonstration Act of 1976: Provided further, 
That the limits set forth in this section may 
be exceeded by the incremental cost of clean 
alternative fuels vehicles acquired pursuant 
to Public Law 101–549 over the cost of com-
parable conventionally fueled vehicles: Pro-
vided further, That the limits set forth in this 
section shall not apply to any vehicle that is 
a commercial item and which operates on al-
ternative fuel, including but not limited to 
electric, plug-in hybrid electric, and hydro-
gen fuel cell vehicles. 

SEC. 703. Appropriations of the executive 
departments and independent establishments 
for the current fiscal year available for ex-
penses of travel, or for the expenses of the 
activity concerned, are hereby made avail-
able for quarters allowances and cost-of-liv-
ing allowances, in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
5922–5924. 

SEC. 704. Unless otherwise specified in law 
during the current fiscal year, no part of any 
appropriation contained in this or any other 
Act shall be used to pay the compensation of 
any officer or employee of the Government 
of the United States (including any agency 
the majority of the stock of which is owned 
by the Government of the United States) 
whose post of duty is in the continental 
United States unless such person: (1) is a cit-
izen of the United States; (2) is a person who 
is lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
and is seeking citizenship as outlined in 8 
U.S.C. 1324b(a)(3)(B); (3) is a person who is 
admitted as a refugee under 8 U.S.C. 1157 or 
is granted asylum under 8 U.S.C. 1158 and has 
filed a declaration of intention to become a 
lawful permanent resident and then a citizen 
when eligible; or (4) is a person who owes al-
legiance to the United States: Provided, That 
for purposes of this section, affidavits signed 
by any such person shall be considered prima 
facie evidence that the requirements of this 
section with respect to his or her status are 
being complied with: Provided further, That 
for purposes of subsections (2) and (3) such 
affidavits shall be submitted prior to em-
ployment and updated thereafter as nec-
essary: Provided further, That any person 
making a false affidavit shall be guilty of a 

felony, and upon conviction, shall be fined no 
more than $4,000 or imprisoned for not more 
than 1 year, or both: Provided further, That 
the above penal clause shall be in addition 
to, and not in substitution for, any other 
provisions of existing law: Provided further, 
That any payment made to any officer or 
employee contrary to the provisions of this 
section shall be recoverable in action by the 
Federal Government: Provided further, That 
this section shall not apply to any person 
who is an officer or employee of the Govern-
ment of the United States on the date of en-
actment of this Act, or to international 
broadcasters employed by the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors, or to temporary employ-
ment of translators, or to temporary em-
ployment in the field service (not to exceed 
60 days) as a result of emergencies: Provided 
further, That this section does not apply to 
the employment as Wildland firefighters for 
not more than 120 days of nonresident aliens 
employed by the Department of the Interior 
or the USDA Forest Service pursuant to an 
agreement with another country. 

SEC. 705. Appropriations available to any 
department or agency during the current fis-
cal year for necessary expenses, including 
maintenance or operating expenses, shall 
also be available for payment to the General 
Services Administration for charges for 
space and services and those expenses of ren-
ovation and alteration of buildings and fa-
cilities which constitute public improve-
ments performed in accordance with the 
Public Buildings Act of 1959 (73 Stat. 479), 
the Public Buildings Amendments of 1972 (86 
Stat. 216), or other applicable law. 

SEC. 706. In addition to funds provided in 
this or any other Act, all Federal agencies 
are authorized to receive and use funds re-
sulting from the sale of materials, including 
Federal records disposed of pursuant to a 
records schedule recovered through recycling 
or waste prevention programs. Such funds 
shall be available until expended for the fol-
lowing purposes: 

(1) Acquisition, waste reduction and pre-
vention, and recycling programs as described 
in Executive Order No. 13423 (January 24, 
2007), including any such programs adopted 
prior to the effective date of the Executive 
order. 

(2) Other Federal agency environmental 
management programs, including, but not 
limited to, the development and implemen-
tation of hazardous waste management and 
pollution prevention programs. 

(3) Other employee programs as authorized 
by law or as deemed appropriate by the head 
of the Federal agency. 

SEC. 707. Funds made available by this or 
any other Act for administrative expenses in 
the current fiscal year of the corporations 
and agencies subject to chapter 91 of title 31, 
United States Code, shall be available, in ad-
dition to objects for which such funds are 
otherwise available, for rent in the District 
of Columbia; services in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 3109; and the objects specified under 
this head, all the provisions of which shall be 
applicable to the expenditure of such funds 
unless otherwise specified in the Act by 
which they are made available: Provided, 
That in the event any functions budgeted as 
administrative expenses are subsequently 
transferred to or paid from other funds, the 
limitations on administrative expenses shall 
be correspondingly reduced. 

SEC. 708. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this or any other Act shall be 
available for interagency financing of boards 
(except Federal Executive Boards), commis-
sions, councils, committees, or similar 
groups (whether or not they are interagency 
entities) which do not have a prior and spe-
cific statutory approval to receive financial 
support from more than one agency or in-
strumentality. 

SEC. 709. None of the funds made available 
pursuant to the provisions of this or any 
other Act shall be used to implement, admin-
ister, or enforce any regulation which has 
been disapproved pursuant to a joint resolu-
tion duly adopted in accordance with the ap-
plicable law of the United States. 

SEC. 710. During the period in which the 
head of any department or agency, or any 
other officer or civilian employee of the Fed-
eral Government appointed by the President 
of the United States, holds office, no funds 
may be obligated or expended in excess of 
$5,000 to furnish or redecorate the office of 
such department head, agency head, officer, 
or employee, or to purchase furniture or 
make improvements for any such office, un-
less advance notice of such furnishing or re-
decoration is transmitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate. For the purposes of 
this section, the term ‘‘office’’ shall include 
the entire suite of offices assigned to the in-
dividual, as well as any other space used pri-
marily by the individual or the use of which 
is directly controlled by the individual. 

SEC. 711. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346, or 
section 708 of this Act, funds made available 
for the current fiscal year by this or any 
other Act shall be available for the inter-
agency funding of national security and 
emergency preparedness telecommunications 
initiatives which benefit multiple Federal 
departments, agencies, or entities, as pro-
vided by Executive Order No. 13618 (July 6, 
2012). 

SEC. 712. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this or any other Act may be obli-
gated or expended by any department, agen-
cy, or other instrumentality of the Federal 
Government to pay the salaries or expenses 
of any individual appointed to a position of 
a confidential or policy-determining char-
acter that is excepted from the competitive 
service under section 3302 of title 5, United 
States Code, (pursuant to schedule C of sub-
part C of part 213 of title 5 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations) unless the head of the 
applicable department, agency, or other in-
strumentality employing such schedule C in-
dividual certifies to the Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management that the 
schedule C position occupied by the indi-
vidual was not created solely or primarily in 
order to detail the individual to the White 
House. 

(b) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to Federal employees or members of 
the armed forces detailed to or from an ele-
ment of the intelligence community (as that 
term is defined under section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3003(4))). 

SEC. 713. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this or any other Act shall be 
available for the payment of the salary of 
any officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment, who— 

(1) prohibits or prevents, or attempts or 
threatens to prohibit or prevent, any other 
officer or employee of the Federal Govern-
ment from having any direct oral or written 
communication or contact with any Member, 
committee, or subcommittee of the Congress 
in connection with any matter pertaining to 
the employment of such other officer or em-
ployee or pertaining to the department or 
agency of such other officer or employee in 
any way, irrespective of whether such com-
munication or contact is at the initiative of 
such other officer or employee or in response 
to the request or inquiry of such Member, 
committee, or subcommittee; or 

(2) removes, suspends from duty without 
pay, demotes, reduces in rank, seniority, sta-
tus, pay, or performance or efficiency rating, 
denies promotion to, relocates, reassigns, 
transfers, disciplines, or discriminates in re-
gard to any employment right, entitlement, 
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or benefit, or any term or condition of em-
ployment of, any other officer or employee 
of the Federal Government, or attempts or 
threatens to commit any of the foregoing ac-
tions with respect to such other officer or 
employee, by reason of any communication 
or contact of such other officer or employee 
with any Member, committee, or sub-
committee of the Congress as described in 
paragraph (1). 

SEC. 714. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this or any other Act may be obli-
gated or expended for any employee training 
that— 

(1) does not meet identified needs for 
knowledge, skills, and abilities bearing di-
rectly upon the performance of official du-
ties; 

(2) contains elements likely to induce high 
levels of emotional response or psychological 
stress in some participants; 

(3) does not require prior employee notifi-
cation of the content and methods to be used 
in the training and written end of course 
evaluation; 

(4) contains any methods or content associ-
ated with religious or quasi-religious belief 
systems or ‘‘new age’’ belief systems as de-
fined in Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission Notice N–915.022, dated Sep-
tember 2, 1988; or 

(5) is offensive to, or designed to change, 
participants’ personal values or lifestyle out-
side the workplace. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, 
restrict, or otherwise preclude an agency 
from conducting training bearing directly 
upon the performance of official duties. 

SEC. 715. No part of any funds appropriated 
in this or any other Act shall be used by an 
agency of the executive branch, other than 
for normal and recognized executive-legisla-
tive relationships, for publicity or propa-
ganda purposes, and for the preparation, dis-
tribution or use of any kit, pamphlet, book-
let, publication, radio, television, or film 
presentation designed to support or defeat 
legislation pending before the Congress, ex-
cept in presentation to the Congress itself. 

SEC. 716. None of the funds appropriated by 
this or any other Act may be used by an 
agency to provide a Federal employee’s 
home address to any labor organization ex-
cept when the employee has authorized such 
disclosure or when such disclosure has been 
ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 717. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act may be used to pro-
vide any non-public information such as 
mailing, telephone or electronic mailing 
lists to any person or any organization out-
side of the Federal Government without the 
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. 

SEC. 718. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this or any other Act shall be used 
directly or indirectly, including by private 
contractor, for publicity or propaganda pur-
poses within the United States not here-
tofore authorized by Congress. 

SEC. 719. (a) In this section, the term 
‘‘agency’’— 

(1) means an Executive agency, as defined 
under 5 U.S.C. 105; and 

(2) includes a military department, as de-
fined under section 102 of such title, the 
Postal Service, and the Postal Regulatory 
Commission. 

(b) Unless authorized in accordance with 
law or regulations to use such time for other 
purposes, an employee of an agency shall use 
official time in an honest effort to perform 
official duties. An employee not under a 
leave system, including a Presidential ap-
pointee exempted under 5 U.S.C. 6301(2), has 
an obligation to expend an honest effort and 
a reasonable proportion of such employee’s 
time in the performance of official duties. 

SEC. 720. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346 
and section 708 of this Act, funds made avail-
able for the current fiscal year by this or any 
other Act to any department or agency, 
which is a member of the Federal Account-
ing Standards Advisory Board (FASAB), 
shall be available to finance an appropriate 
share of FASAB administrative costs. 

SEC. 721. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346 
and section 708 of this Act, the head of each 
Executive department and agency is hereby 
authorized to transfer to or reimburse ‘‘Gen-
eral Services Administration, Government- 
wide Policy’’ with the approval of the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget, 
funds made available for the current fiscal 
year by this or any other Act, including re-
bates from charge card and other contracts: 
Provided, That these funds shall be adminis-
tered by the Administrator of General Serv-
ices to support Government-wide and other 
multi-agency financial, information tech-
nology, procurement, and other management 
innovations, initiatives, and activities, in-
cluding improving coordination and reducing 
duplication, as approved by the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, in 
consultation with the appropriate inter-
agency and multi-agency groups designated 
by the Director (including the President’s 
Management Council for overall manage-
ment improvement initiatives, the Chief Fi-
nancial Officers Council for financial man-
agement initiatives, the Chief Information 
Officers Council for information technology 
initiatives, the Chief Human Capital Officers 
Council for human capital initiatives, the 
Chief Acquisition Officers Council for pro-
curement initiatives, and the Performance 
Improvement Council for performance im-
provement initiatives): Provided further, 
That the total funds transferred or reim-
bursed shall not exceed $15,000,000 to improve 
coordination, reduce duplication, and for 
other activities related to Federal Govern-
ment Priority Goals established by 31 U.S.C. 
1120, and not to exceed $17,000,000 for Govern-
ment-Wide innovations, initiatives, and ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the funds 
transferred to or for reimbursement of ‘‘Gen-
eral Services Administration, Government- 
wide Policy’’ during fiscal year 2016 shall re-
main available for obligation through Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided further, That such 
transfers or reimbursements may only be 
made after 15 days following notification of 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate by 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

SEC. 722. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, a woman may breastfeed her 
child at any location in a Federal building or 
on Federal property, if the woman and her 
child are otherwise authorized to be present 
at the location. 

SEC. 723. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346, or 
section 708 of this Act, funds made available 
for the current fiscal year by this or any 
other Act shall be available for the inter-
agency funding of specific projects, work-
shops, studies, and similar efforts to carry 
out the purposes of the National Science and 
Technology Council (authorized by Execu-
tive Order No. 12881), which benefit multiple 
Federal departments, agencies, or entities: 
Provided, That the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide a report describing the 
budget of and resources connected with the 
National Science and Technology Council to 
the Committees on Appropriations, the 
House Committee on Science and Tech-
nology, and the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 90 days 
after enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 724. Any request for proposals, solici-
tation, grant application, form, notification, 
press release, or other publications involving 

the distribution of Federal funds shall com-
ply with any relevant requirements in part 
200 of title 2, Code of Federal Regulations: 
Provided, That this section shall apply to di-
rect payments, formula funds, and grants re-
ceived by a State receiving Federal funds. 

SEC. 725. (a) PROHIBITION OF FEDERAL AGEN-
CY MONITORING OF INDIVIDUALS’ INTERNET 
USE.—None of the funds made available in 
this or any other Act may be used by any 
Federal agency— 

(1) to collect, review, or create any aggre-
gation of data, derived from any means, that 
includes any personally identifiable informa-
tion relating to an individual’s access to or 
use of any Federal Government Internet site 
of the agency; or 

(2) to enter into any agreement with a 
third party (including another government 
agency) to collect, review, or obtain any ag-
gregation of data, derived from any means, 
that includes any personally identifiable in-
formation relating to an individual’s access 
to or use of any nongovernmental Internet 
site. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The limitations estab-
lished in subsection (a) shall not apply to— 

(1) any record of aggregate data that does 
not identify particular persons; 

(2) any voluntary submission of personally 
identifiable information; 

(3) any action taken for law enforcement, 
regulatory, or supervisory purposes, in ac-
cordance with applicable law; or 

(4) any action described in subsection (a)(1) 
that is a system security action taken by the 
operator of an Internet site and is nec-
essarily incident to providing the Internet 
site services or to protecting the rights or 
property of the provider of the Internet site. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this 
section: 

(1) The term ‘‘regulatory’’ means agency 
actions to implement, interpret or enforce 
authorities provided in law. 

(2) The term ‘‘supervisory’’ means exami-
nations of the agency’s supervised institu-
tions, including assessing safety and sound-
ness, overall financial condition, manage-
ment practices and policies and compliance 
with applicable standards as provided in law. 

SEC. 726. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act may be used to enter into or 
renew a contract which includes a provision 
providing prescription drug coverage, except 
where the contract also includes a provision 
for contraceptive coverage. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall apply to a 
contract with— 

(1) any of the following religious plans: 
(A) Personal Care’s HMO; and 
(B) OSF HealthPlans, Inc.; and 
(2) any existing or future plan, if the car-

rier for the plan objects to such coverage on 
the basis of religious beliefs. 

(c) In implementing this section, any plan 
that enters into or renews a contract under 
this section may not subject any individual 
to discrimination on the basis that the indi-
vidual refuses to prescribe or otherwise pro-
vide for contraceptives because such activi-
ties would be contrary to the individual’s re-
ligious beliefs or moral convictions. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to require coverage of abortion or 
abortion-related services. 

SEC. 727. The United States is committed 
to ensuring the health of its Olympic, Pan 
American, and Paralympic athletes, and sup-
ports the strict adherence to anti-doping in 
sport through testing, adjudication, edu-
cation, and research as performed by nation-
ally recognized oversight authorities. 

SEC. 728. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds appropriated for official 
travel to Federal departments and agencies 
may be used by such departments and agen-
cies, if consistent with Office of Management 
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and Budget Circular A–126 regarding official 
travel for Government personnel, to partici-
pate in the fractional aircraft ownership 
pilot program. 

SEC. 729. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds appropriated or 
made available under this or any other ap-
propriations Act may be used to implement 
or enforce restrictions or limitations on the 
Coast Guard Congressional Fellowship Pro-
gram, or to implement the proposed regula-
tions of the Office of Personnel Management 
to add sections 300.311 through 300.316 to part 
300 of title 5 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions, published in the Federal Register, vol-
ume 68, number 174, on September 9, 2003 (re-
lating to the detail of executive branch em-
ployees to the legislative branch). 

SEC. 730. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no executive branch agency shall 
purchase, construct, or lease any additional 
facilities, except within or contiguous to ex-
isting locations, to be used for the purpose of 
conducting Federal law enforcement train-
ing without the advance approval of the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, except 
that the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center is authorized to obtain the temporary 
use of additional facilities by lease, contract, 
or other agreement for training which can-
not be accommodated in existing Center fa-
cilities. 

SEC. 731. Unless otherwise authorized by 
existing law, none of the funds provided in 
this or any other Act may be used by an ex-
ecutive branch agency to produce any pre-
packaged news story intended for broadcast 
or distribution in the United States, unless 
the story includes a clear notification within 
the text or audio of the prepackaged news 
story that the prepackaged news story was 
prepared or funded by that executive branch 
agency. 

SEC. 732. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in contravention of 
section 552a of title 5, United States Code 
(popularly known as the Privacy Act), and 
regulations implementing that section. 

SEC. 733. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by this or any other Act may be used for 
any Federal Government contract with any 
foreign incorporated entity which is treated 
as an inverted domestic corporation under 
section 835(b) of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 395(b)) or any subsidiary of 
such an entity. 

(b) WAIVERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any Secretary shall waive 

subsection (a) with respect to any Federal 
Government contract under the authority of 
such Secretary if the Secretary determines 
that the waiver is required in the interest of 
national security. 

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Any Secretary 
issuing a waiver under paragraph (1) shall re-
port such issuance to Congress. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—This section shall not 
apply to any Federal Government contract 
entered into before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, or to any task order issued 
pursuant to such contract. 

SEC. 734. During fiscal year 2016, for each 
employee who— 

(1) retires under section 8336(d)(2) or 
8414(b)(1)(B) of title 5, United States Code; or 

(2) retires under any other provision of 
subchapter III of chapter 83 or chapter 84 of 
such title 5 and receives a payment as an in-
centive to separate, the separating agency 
shall remit to the Civil Service Retirement 
and Disability Fund an amount equal to the 
Office of Personnel Management’s average 
unit cost of processing a retirement claim 
for the preceding fiscal year. Such amounts 
shall be available until expended to the Of-
fice of Personnel Management and shall be 

deemed to be an administrative expense 
under section 8348(a)(1)(B) of title 5, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 735. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this or any other Act may be used to 
recommend or require any entity submitting 
an offer for a Federal contract to disclose 
any of the following information as a condi-
tion of submitting the offer: 

(1) Any payment consisting of a contribu-
tion, expenditure, independent expenditure, 
or disbursement for an electioneering com-
munication that is made by the entity, its 
officers or directors, or any of its affiliates 
or subsidiaries to a candidate for election for 
Federal office or to a political committee, or 
that is otherwise made with respect to any 
election for Federal office. 

(2) Any disbursement of funds (other than 
a payment described in paragraph (1)) made 
by the entity, its officers or directors, or any 
of its affiliates or subsidiaries to any person 
with the intent or the reasonable expecta-
tion that the person will use the funds to 
make a payment described in paragraph (1). 

(b) In this section, each of the terms ‘‘con-
tribution’’, ‘‘expenditure’’, ‘‘independent ex-
penditure’’, ‘‘electioneering communica-
tion’’, ‘‘candidate’’, ‘‘election’’, and ‘‘Federal 
office’’ has the meaning given such term in 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (2 
U.S.C. 431 et seq.). 

SEC. 736. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act may be used to pay 
for the painting of a portrait of an officer or 
employee of the Federal government, includ-
ing the President, the Vice President, a 
member of Congress (including a Delegate or 
a Resident Commissioner to Congress), the 
head of an executive branch agency (as de-
fined in section 133 of title 41, United States 
Code), or the head of an office of the legisla-
tive branch. 

SEC. 737. (a)(1) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, and except as otherwise 
provided in this section, no part of any of the 
funds appropriated for fiscal year 2016, by 
this or any other Act, may be used to pay 
any prevailing rate employee described in 
section 5342(a)(2)(A) of title 5, United States 
Code— 

(A) during the period from the date of expi-
ration of the limitation imposed by the com-
parable section for the previous fiscal years 
until the normal effective date of the appli-
cable wage survey adjustment that is to take 
effect in fiscal year 2016, in an amount that 
exceeds the rate payable for the applicable 
grade and step of the applicable wage sched-
ule in accordance with such section; and 

(B) during the period consisting of the re-
mainder of fiscal year 2016, in an amount 
that exceeds, as a result of a wage survey ad-
justment, the rate payable under subpara-
graph (A) by more than the sum of— 

(i) the percentage adjustment taking effect 
in fiscal year 2016 under section 5303 of title 
5, United States Code, in the rates of pay 
under the General Schedule; and 

(ii) the difference between the overall aver-
age percentage of the locality-based com-
parability payments taking effect in fiscal 
year 2016 under section 5304 of such title 
(whether by adjustment or otherwise), and 
the overall average percentage of such pay-
ments which was effective in the previous 
fiscal year under such section. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no prevailing rate employee described in 
subparagraph (B) or (C) of section 5342(a)(2) 
of title 5, United States Code, and no em-
ployee covered by section 5348 of such title, 
may be paid during the periods for which 
paragraph (1) is in effect at a rate that ex-
ceeds the rates that would be payable under 
paragraph (1) were paragraph (1) applicable 
to such employee. 

(3) For the purposes of this subsection, the 
rates payable to an employee who is covered 

by this subsection and who is paid from a 
schedule not in existence on September 30, 
2015, shall be determined under regulations 
prescribed by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, rates of premium pay for employees sub-
ject to this subsection may not be changed 
from the rates in effect on September 30, 
2015, except to the extent determined by the 
Office of Personnel Management to be con-
sistent with the purpose of this subsection. 

(5) This subsection shall apply with respect 
to pay for service performed after September 
30, 2015. 

(6) For the purpose of administering any 
provision of law (including any rule or regu-
lation that provides premium pay, retire-
ment, life insurance, or any other employee 
benefit) that requires any deduction or con-
tribution, or that imposes any requirement 
or limitation on the basis of a rate of salary 
or basic pay, the rate of salary or basic pay 
payable after the application of this sub-
section shall be treated as the rate of salary 
or basic pay. 

(7) Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
sidered to permit or require the payment to 
any employee covered by this subsection at a 
rate in excess of the rate that would be pay-
able were this subsection not in effect. 

(8) The Office of Personnel Management 
may provide for exceptions to the limita-
tions imposed by this subsection if the Office 
determines that such exceptions are nec-
essary to ensure the recruitment or reten-
tion of qualified employees. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the ad-
justment in rates of basic pay for the statu-
tory pay systems that take place in fiscal 
year 2016 under sections 5344 and 5348 of title 
5, United States Code, shall be— 

(1) not less than the percentage received by 
employees in the same location whose rates 
of basic pay are adjusted pursuant to the 
statutory pay systems under sections 5303 
and 5304 of title 5, United States Code: Pro-
vided, That prevailing rate employees at lo-
cations where there are no employees whose 
pay is increased pursuant to sections 5303 
and 5304 of title 5, United States Code, and 
prevailing rate employees described in sec-
tion 5343(a)(5) of title 5, United States Code, 
shall be considered to be located in the pay 
locality designated as ‘‘Rest of United 
States’’ pursuant to section 5304 of title 5, 
United States Code, for purposes of this sub-
section; and 

(2) effective as of the first day of the first 
applicable pay period beginning after Sep-
tember 30, 2015. 

SEC. 738. (a) The Vice President may not 
receive a pay raise in calendar year 2016, not-
withstanding the rate adjustment made 
under section 104 of title 3, United States 
Code, or any other provision of law. 

(b) An employee serving in an Executive 
Schedule position, or in a position for which 
the rate of pay is fixed by statute at an Ex-
ecutive Schedule rate, may not receive a pay 
rate increase in calendar year 2016, notwith-
standing schedule adjustments made under 
section 5318 of title 5, United States Code, or 
any other provision of law, except as pro-
vided in subsection (g), (h), or (i). This sub-
section applies only to employees who are 
holding a position under a political appoint-
ment. 

(c) A chief of mission or ambassador at 
large may not receive a pay rate increase in 
calendar year 2016, notwithstanding section 
401 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (Public 
Law 96–465) or any other provision of law, ex-
cept as provided in subsection (g), (h), or (i). 

(d) Notwithstanding sections 5382 and 5383 
of title 5, United States Code, a pay rate in-
crease may not be received in calendar year 
2016 (except as provided in subsection (g), (h), 
or (i)) by— 
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(1) a noncareer appointee in the Senior Ex-

ecutive Service paid a rate of basic pay at or 
above level IV of the Executive Schedule; or 

(2) a limited term appointee or limited 
emergency appointee in the Senior Execu-
tive Service serving under a political ap-
pointment and paid a rate of basic pay at or 
above level IV of the Executive Schedule. 

(e) Any employee paid a rate of basic pay 
(including any locality-based payments 
under section 5304 of title 5, United States 
Code, or similar authority) at or above level 
IV of the Executive Schedule who serves 
under a political appointment may not re-
ceive a pay rate increase in calendar year 
2016, notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, except as provided in subsection (g), (h), 
or (i). This subsection does not apply to em-
ployees in the General Schedule pay system 
or the Foreign Service pay system, or to em-
ployees appointed under section 3161 of title 
5, United States Code, or to employees in an-
other pay system whose position would be 
classified at GS–15 or below if chapter 51 of 
title 5, United States Code, applied to them. 

(f) Nothing in subsections (b) through (e) 
shall prevent employees who do not serve 
under a political appointment from receiving 
pay increases as otherwise provided under 
applicable law. 

(g) A career appointee in the Senior Execu-
tive Service who receives a Presidential ap-
pointment and who makes an election to re-
tain Senior Executive Service basic pay enti-
tlements under section 3392 of title 5, United 
States Code, is not subject to this section. 

(h) A member of the Senior Foreign Serv-
ice who receives a Presidential appointment 
to any position in the executive branch and 
who makes an election to retain Senior For-
eign Service pay entitlements under section 
302(b) of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 
(Public Law 96–465) is not subject to this sec-
tion. 

(i) Notwithstanding subsections (b) 
through (e), an employee in a covered posi-
tion may receive a pay rate increase upon an 
authorized movement to a different covered 
position with higher-level duties and a pre- 
established higher level or range of pay, ex-
cept that any such increase must be based on 
the rates of pay and applicable pay limita-
tions in effect on December 31, 2013. 

(j) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, for an individual who is newly appointed 
to a covered position during the period of 
time subject to this section, the initial pay 
rate shall be based on the rates of pay and 
applicable pay limitations in effect on De-
cember 31, 2013. 

(k) If an employee affected by subsections 
(b) through (e) is subject to a biweekly pay 
period that begins in calendar year 2016 but 
ends in calendar year 2017, the bar on the em-
ployee’s receipt of pay rate increases shall 
apply through the end of that pay period. 

SEC. 739. (a) The head of any Executive 
branch department, agency, board, commis-
sion, or office funded by this or any other ap-
propriations Act shall submit annual reports 
to the Inspector General or senior ethics offi-
cial for any entity without an Inspector Gen-
eral, regarding the costs and contracting 
procedures related to each conference held 
by any such department, agency, board, com-
mission, or office during fiscal year 2016 for 
which the cost to the United States Govern-
ment was more than $100,000. 

(b) Each report submitted shall include, for 
each conference described in subsection (a) 
held during the applicable period— 

(1) a description of its purpose; 
(2) the number of participants attending; 
(3) a detailed statement of the costs to the 

United States Government, including— 
(A) the cost of any food or beverages; 
(B) the cost of any audio-visual services; 
(C) the cost of employee or contractor 

travel to and from the conference; and 

(D) a discussion of the methodology used 
to determine which costs relate to the con-
ference; and 

(4) a description of the contracting proce-
dures used including— 

(A) whether contracts were awarded on a 
competitive basis; and 

(B) a discussion of any cost comparison 
conducted by the departmental component 
or office in evaluating potential contractors 
for the conference. 

(c) Within 15 days of the date of a con-
ference held by any Executive branch depart-
ment, agency, board, commission, or office 
funded by this or any other appropriations 
Act during fiscal year 2016 for which the cost 
to the United States Government was more 
than $20,000, the head of any such depart-
ment, agency, board, commission, or office 
shall notify the Inspector General or senior 
ethics official for any entity without an In-
spector General, of the date, location, and 
number of employees attending such con-
ference. 

(d) A grant or contract funded by amounts 
appropriated by this or any other appropria-
tions Act may not be used for the purpose of 
defraying the costs of a conference described 
in subsection (c) that is not directly and pro-
grammatically related to the purpose for 
which the grant or contract was awarded, 
such as a conference held in connection with 
planning, training, assessment, review, or 
other routine purposes related to a project 
funded by the grant or contract. 

(e) None of the funds made available in this 
or any other appropriations Act may be used 
for travel and conference activities that are 
not in compliance with Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Memorandum M–12–12 
dated May 11, 2012 or any subsequent revi-
sions to that memorandum. 

SEC. 740. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other appropriations Act may 
be used to increase, eliminate, or reduce 
funding for a program, project, or activity as 
proposed in the President’s budget request 
for a fiscal year until such proposed change 
is subsequently enacted in an appropriation 
Act, or unless such change is made pursuant 
to the reprogramming or transfer provisions 
of this or any other appropriations Act. 

SEC. 741. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to im-
plement, administer, enforce, or apply the 
rule entitled ‘‘Competitive Area’’ published 
by the Office of Personnel Management in 
the Federal Register on April 15, 2008 (73 Fed. 
Reg. 20180 et seq.). 

SEC. 742. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be used to begin or announce 
a study or public-private competition re-
garding the conversion to contractor per-
formance of any function performed by Fed-
eral employees pursuant to Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Circular A–76 or any other 
administrative regulation, directive, or pol-
icy. 

SEC. 743. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be available for a contract, 
grant, or cooperative agreement with an en-
tity that requires employees or contractors 
of such entity seeking to report fraud, waste, 
or abuse to sign internal confidentiality 
agreements or statements prohibiting or 
otherwise restricting such employees or con-
tractors from lawfully reporting such waste, 
fraud, or abuse to a designated investigative 
or law enforcement representative of a Fed-
eral department or agency authorized to re-
ceive such information. 

(b) The limitation in subsection (a) shall 
not contravene requirements applicable to 
Standard Form 312, Form 4414, or any other 
form issued by a Federal department or 
agency governing the nondisclosure of classi-
fied information. 

SEC. 744. (a) No funds appropriated in this 
or any other Act may be used to implement 
or enforce the agreements in Standard 
Forms 312 and 4414 of the Government or any 
other nondisclosure policy, form, or agree-
ment if such policy, form, or agreement does 
not contain the following provisions: ‘‘These 
provisions are consistent with and do not su-
persede, conflict with, or otherwise alter the 
employee obligations, rights, or liabilities 
created by existing statute or Executive 
order relating to (1) classified information, 
(2) communications to Congress, (3) the re-
porting to an Inspector General of a viola-
tion of any law, rule, or regulation, or mis-
management, a gross waste of funds, an 
abuse of authority, or a substantial and spe-
cific danger to public health or safety, or (4) 
any other whistleblower protection. The 
definitions, requirements, obligations, 
rights, sanctions, and liabilities created by 
controlling Executive orders and statutory 
provisions are incorporated into this agree-
ment and are controlling.’’: Provided, That 
notwithstanding the preceding provision of 
this section, a nondisclosure policy form or 
agreement that is to be executed by a person 
connected with the conduct of an intel-
ligence or intelligence-related activity, 
other than an employee or officer of the 
United States Government, may contain pro-
visions appropriate to the particular activity 
for which such document is to be used. Such 
form or agreement shall, at a minimum, re-
quire that the person will not disclose any 
classified information received in the course 
of such activity unless specifically author-
ized to do so by the United States Govern-
ment. Such nondisclosure forms shall also 
make it clear that they do not bar disclo-
sures to Congress, or to an authorized offi-
cial of an executive agency or the Depart-
ment of Justice, that are essential to report-
ing a substantial violation of law. 

(b) A nondisclosure agreement may con-
tinue to be implemented and enforced not-
withstanding subsection (a) if it complies 
with the requirements for such agreement 
that were in effect when the agreement was 
entered into. 

(c) No funds appropriated in this or any 
other Act may be used to implement or en-
force any agreement entered into during fis-
cal year 2014 which does not contain substan-
tially similar language to that required in 
subsection (a). 

SEC. 745. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to 
enter into a contract, memorandum of un-
derstanding, or cooperative agreement with, 
make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan 
guarantee to, any corporation that has any 
unpaid Federal tax liability that has been as-
sessed, for which all judicial and administra-
tive remedies have been exhausted or have 
lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely 
manner pursuant to an agreement with the 
authority responsible for collecting the tax 
liability, where the awarding agency is 
aware of the unpaid tax liability, unless a 
Federal agency has considered suspension or 
debarment of the corporation and has made 
a determination that this further action is 
not necessary to protect the interests of the 
Government. 

SEC. 746. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to 
enter into a contract, memorandum of un-
derstanding, or cooperative agreement with, 
make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan 
guarantee to, any corporation that was con-
victed of a felony criminal violation under 
any Federal law within the preceding 24 
months, where the awarding agency is aware 
of the conviction, unless a Federal agency 
has considered suspension or debarment of 
the corporation and has made a determina-
tion that this further action is not necessary 
to protect the interests of the Government. 
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SEC. 747. (a) The Act entitled ‘‘An Act pro-

viding for the incorporation of certain per-
sons as Group Hospitalization and Medical 
Services, Inc.’’, approved August 11, 1939 (53 
Stat. 1412), is amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 11 as section 
12; and 

(2) by inserting after section 10 the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘SEC. 11. The surplus of the corporation is 
for the benefit and protection of all of its 
certificate holders and shall be available for 
the satisfaction of all obligations of the cor-
poration regardless of the jurisdiction in 
which such surplus originated or such obliga-
tions arise. The corporation shall not divide, 
attribute, distribute, or reduce its surplus 
pursuant to any statute, regulation, or order 
of any jurisdiction without the express 
agreement of the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, and Virginia— 

‘‘(1) that the entire surplus of the corpora-
tion is excessive; and 

‘‘(2) to any plan for reduction or distribu-
tion of surplus.’’. 

(b) The amendments made by subsection 
(a) shall apply with respect to the surplus of 
Group Hospitalization and Medical Services, 
Inc. for any year after 2011. 

SEC. 748. (a) During fiscal year 2016, on the 
date on which a request is made for a trans-
fer of funds in accordance with section 1017 
of Public Law 111–203, the Bureau of Con-
sumer Financial Protection shall notify the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of 
Representatives, and the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate of such request. 

(b) Any notification required by this sec-
tion shall be made available on the Bureau’s 
public Web site. 

SEC. 749. (a) Notwithstanding the time lim-
itations specified in section 3744 of title 10, 
United States Code, or any other time limi-
tation with respect to the awarding of cer-
tain medals to persons who served in the 
Armed Forces, the President may award the 
Medal of Honor under section 3741 of such 
title to Charles S. Kettles for the acts of 
valor during the Vietnam War described in 
subsection (b). 

(b) The acts of valor referred to in sub-
section (a) are the actions of Charles S. Ket-
tles during combat operations on May 15, 
1967, while serving as Flight Commander, 
176th Aviation Company, 14th Aviation Bat-
talion, Task Force Oregon, Republic of Viet-
nam, for which he was previously awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross. 

SEC. 750. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able under this or any other Act may be used 
to— 

(1) implement, administer, carry out, mod-
ify, revise, or enforce Executive Order 13690, 
entitled ‘‘Establishing a Federal Flood Risk 
Management Standard and a Process for 
Further Soliciting and Considering Stake-
holder Input’’ (issued January 30, 2015), other 
than for— 

(A) acquiring, managing, or disposing of 
Federal lands and facilities; 

(B) providing federally undertaken, fi-
nanced, or assisted construction or improve-
ments; or 

(C) conducting Federal activities or pro-
grams affecting land use, including water 
and related land resources planning, regu-
lating, and licensing activities; 

(2) implement Executive Order 13690 in a 
manner that modifies the non-grant compo-
nents of the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram; or 

(3) apply Executive Order 13690 or the Fed-
eral Flood Risk Management Standard by 
any component of the Department of De-
fense, including the Army Corps of Engineers 

in a way that changes the ‘‘floodplain’’ con-
sidered when determining whether or not to 
issue a Department of the Army permit 
under section 404 of the Clean Water Act or 
section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. 

(b) Subsection (a) of this section shall not 
be in effect during the period beginning on 
October 1, 2016 and ending on September 30, 
2017. 

SEC. 751. Except as expressly provided oth-
erwise, any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ con-
tained in any title other than title IV or VIII 
shall not apply to such title IV or VIII. 

TITLE VIII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 801. There are appropriated from the 
applicable funds of the District of Columbia 
such sums as may be necessary for making 
refunds and for the payment of legal settle-
ments or judgments that have been entered 
against the District of Columbia govern-
ment. 

SEC. 802. None of the Federal funds pro-
vided in this Act shall be used for publicity 
or propaganda purposes or implementation 
of any policy including boycott designed to 
support or defeat legislation pending before 
Congress or any State legislature. 

SEC. 803. (a) None of the Federal funds pro-
vided under this Act to the agencies funded 
by this Act, both Federal and District gov-
ernment agencies, that remain available for 
obligation or expenditure in fiscal year 2016, 
or provided from any accounts in the Treas-
ury of the United States derived by the col-
lection of fees available to the agencies fund-
ed by this Act, shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditures for an agency through a 
reprogramming of funds which— 

(1) creates new programs; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or re-

sponsibility center; 
(3) establishes or changes allocations spe-

cifically denied, limited or increased under 
this Act; 

(4) increases funds or personnel by any 
means for any program, project, or responsi-
bility center for which funds have been de-
nied or restricted; 

(5) re-establishes any program or project 
previously deferred through reprogramming; 

(6) augments any existing program, 
project, or responsibility center through a 
reprogramming of funds in excess of 
$3,000,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less; or 

(7) increases by 20 percent or more per-
sonnel assigned to a specific program, 
project or responsibility center, 
unless prior approval is received from the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. 

(b) The District of Columbia government is 
authorized to approve and execute re-
programming and transfer requests of local 
funds under this title through November 7, 
2016. 

SEC. 804. None of the Federal funds pro-
vided in this Act may be used by the District 
of Columbia to provide for salaries, expenses, 
or other costs associated with the offices of 
United States Senator or United States Rep-
resentative under section 4(d) of the District 
of Columbia Statehood Constitutional Con-
vention Initiatives of 1979 (D.C. Law 3–171; 
D.C. Official Code, sec. 1–123). 

SEC. 805. Except as otherwise provided in 
this section, none of the funds made avail-
able by this Act or by any other Act may be 
used to provide any officer or employee of 
the District of Columbia with an official ve-
hicle unless the officer or employee uses the 
vehicle only in the performance of the offi-
cer’s or employee’s official duties. For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘official du-
ties’’ does not include travel between the of-

ficer’s or employee’s residence and work-
place, except in the case of— 

(1) an officer or employee of the Metropoli-
tan Police Department who resides in the 
District of Columbia or is otherwise des-
ignated by the Chief of the Department; 

(2) at the discretion of the Fire Chief, an 
officer or employee of the District of Colum-
bia Fire and Emergency Medical Services 
Department who resides in the District of 
Columbia and is on call 24 hours a day; 

(3) at the discretion of the Director of the 
Department of Corrections, an officer or em-
ployee of the District of Columbia Depart-
ment of Corrections who resides in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and is on call 24 hours a 
day; 

(4) at the discretion of the Chief Medical 
Examiner, an officer or employee of the Of-
fice of the Chief Medical Examiner who re-
sides in the District of Columbia and is on 
call 24 hours a day; 

(5) at the discretion of the Director of the 
Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, an officer or employee of the 
Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-
ment Agency who resides in the District of 
Columbia and is on call 24 hours a day; 

(6) the Mayor of the District of Columbia; 
and 

(7) the Chairman of the Council of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

SEC. 806. (a) None of the Federal funds con-
tained in this Act may be used by the Dis-
trict of Columbia Attorney General or any 
other officer or entity of the District govern-
ment to provide assistance for any petition 
drive or civil action which seeks to require 
Congress to provide for voting representa-
tion in Congress for the District of Colum-
bia. 

(b) Nothing in this section bars the Dis-
trict of Columbia Attorney General from re-
viewing or commenting on briefs in private 
lawsuits, or from consulting with officials of 
the District government regarding such law-
suits. 

SEC. 807. None of the Federal funds con-
tained in this Act may be used to distribute 
any needle or syringe for the purpose of pre-
venting the spread of blood borne pathogens 
in any location that has been determined by 
the local public health or local law enforce-
ment authorities to be inappropriate for 
such distribution. 

SEC. 808. Nothing in this Act may be con-
strued to prevent the Council or Mayor of 
the District of Columbia from addressing the 
issue of the provision of contraceptive cov-
erage by health insurance plans, but it is the 
intent of Congress that any legislation en-
acted on such issue should include a ‘‘con-
science clause’’ which provides exceptions 
for religious beliefs and moral convictions. 

SEC. 809. (a) None of the Federal funds con-
tained in this Act may be used to enact or 
carry out any law, rule, or regulation to le-
galize or otherwise reduce penalties associ-
ated with the possession, use, or distribution 
of any schedule I substance under the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) 
or any tetrahydrocannabinols derivative. 

(b) None of the funds contained in this Act 
may be used to enact any law, rule, or regu-
lation to legalize or otherwise reduce pen-
alties associated with the possession, use, or 
distribution of any schedule I substance 
under the Controlled Substances Act (21 
U.S.C. 801 et seq.) or any 
tetrahydrocannabinols derivative for rec-
reational purposes. 

SEC. 810. None of the funds appropriated 
under this Act shall be expended for any 
abortion except where the life of the mother 
would be endangered if the fetus were carried 
to term or where the pregnancy is the result 
of an act of rape or incest. 

SEC. 811. (a) No later than 30 calendar days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
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the Chief Financial Officer for the District of 
Columbia shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress, the Mayor, and the 
Council of the District of Columbia, a re-
vised appropriated funds operating budget in 
the format of the budget that the District of 
Columbia government submitted pursuant to 
section 442 of the District of Columbia Home 
Rule Act (D.C. Official Code, sec. 1–204.42), 
for all agencies of the District of Columbia 
government for fiscal year 2016 that is in the 
total amount of the approved appropriation 
and that realigns all budgeted data for per-
sonal services and other-than-personal serv-
ices, respectively, with anticipated actual 
expenditures. 

(b) This section shall apply only to an 
agency for which the Chief Financial Officer 
for the District of Columbia certifies that a 
reallocation is required to address unantici-
pated changes in program requirements. 

SEC. 812. No later than 30 calendar days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Chief Financial Officer for the District of 
Columbia shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress, the Mayor, and the 
Council for the District of Columbia, a re-
vised appropriated funds operating budget 
for the District of Columbia Public Schools 
that aligns schools budgets to actual enroll-
ment. The revised appropriated funds budget 
shall be in the format of the budget that the 
District of Columbia government submitted 
pursuant to section 442 of the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act (D.C. Official Code, 
sec. 1–204.42). 

SEC. 813. (a) Amounts appropriated in this 
Act as operating funds may be transferred to 
the District of Columbia’s enterprise and 
capital funds and such amounts, once trans-
ferred, shall retain appropriation authority 
consistent with the provisions of this Act. 

(b) The District of Columbia government is 
authorized to reprogram or transfer for oper-
ating expenses any local funds transferred or 
reprogrammed in this or the four prior fiscal 
years from operating funds to capital funds, 
and such amounts, once transferred or repro-
grammed, shall retain appropriation author-
ity consistent with the provisions of this 
Act. 

(c) The District of Columbia government 
may not transfer or reprogram for operating 
expenses any funds derived from bonds, 
notes, or other obligations issued for capital 
projects. 

SEC. 814. None of the Federal funds appro-
priated in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year, 
nor may any be transferred to other appro-
priations, unless expressly so provided here-
in. 

SEC. 815. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law or under this Act, not to ex-
ceed 50 percent of unobligated balances re-
maining available at the end of fiscal year 
2016 from appropriations of Federal funds 
made available for salaries and expenses for 
fiscal year 2016 in this Act, shall remain 
available through September 30, 2017, for 
each such account for the purposes author-
ized: Provided, That a request shall be sub-
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate for approval prior to the expenditure of 
such funds: Provided further, That these re-
quests shall be made in compliance with re-
programming guidelines outlined in section 
803 of this Act. 

SEC. 816. (a) During fiscal year 2017, during 
a period in which neither a District of Co-
lumbia continuing resolution or a regular 
District of Columbia appropriation bill is in 
effect, local funds are appropriated in the 
amount provided for any project or activity 
for which local funds are provided in the Fis-
cal Year 2017 Budget Request Act of 2016 as 
submitted to Congress (subject to any modi-

fications enacted by the District of Columbia 
as of the beginning of the period during 
which this subsection is in effect) at the rate 
set forth by such Act. 

(b) Appropriations made by subsection (a) 
shall cease to be available— 

(1) during any period in which a District of 
Columbia continuing resolution for fiscal 
year 2017 is in effect; or 

(2) upon the enactment into law of the reg-
ular District of Columbia appropriation bill 
for fiscal year 2017. 

(c) An appropriation made by subsection 
(a) is provided under the authority and con-
ditions as provided under this Act and shall 
be available to the extent and in the manner 
that would be provided by this Act. 

(d) An appropriation made by subsection 
(a) shall cover all obligations or expendi-
tures incurred for such project or activity 
during the portion of fiscal year 2017 for 
which this section applies to such project or 
activity. 

(e) This section shall not apply to a project 
or activity during any period of fiscal year 
2017 if any other provision of law (other than 
an authorization of appropriations)— 

(1) makes an appropriation, makes funds 
available, or grants authority for such 
project or activity to continue for such pe-
riod; or 

(2) specifically provides that no appropria-
tion shall be made, no funds shall be made 
available, or no authority shall be granted 
for such project or activity to continue for 
such period. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to affect obligations of the govern-
ment of the District of Columbia mandated 
by other law. 

SEC. 817. (a) This section may be cited as 
the ‘‘D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program 
School Certification Requirements Act’’. 

(b) Section 3007(a) of the Scholarships for 
Opportunity and Results Act (Public Law 
112–10; 125 Stat. 203) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon; 
(B) in subparagraph (F), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(G)(i) is provisionally or fully accredited 

by a national or regional accrediting agency 
that is recognized in the District of Colum-
bia School Reform Act of 1995 (sec. 38– 
1802.02(16)(A)–(G), D.C. Official Code) or any 
other accrediting body deemed appropriate 
by the Office of the State Superintendent for 
Schools for the purposes of accrediting an el-
ementary or secondary school; or 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a school that is a par-
ticipating school as of the day before the 
date of enactment of the D.C. Opportunity 
Scholarship Program School Certification 
Requirements Act and, as of such day, does 
not meet the requirements of clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) by not later than 1 year after such 
date of enactment, is pursuing accreditation 
by a national or regional accrediting agency 
recognized in the District of Columbia 
School Reform Act of 1995 (sec. 38– 
1802.02(16)(A)–(G), D.C. Official Code) or any 
other accrediting body deemed appropriate 
by the Office of the State Superintendent for 
Schools for the purposes of accrediting an el-
ementary or secondary school; and 

‘‘(II) by not later than 5 years after such 
date of enactment, is provisionally or fully 
accredited by such accrediting agency, ex-
cept that an eligible entity may grant not 
more than one 1-year extension to meet this 
requirement for each participating school 
that provides evidence to the eligible entity 
from such accrediting agency that the 
school’s application for accreditation is in 
process and the school will be awarded ac-

creditation before the end of the 1-year ex-
tension period; 

‘‘(H) conducts criminal background checks 
on school employees who have direct and un-
supervised interaction with students; and 

‘‘(I) complies with all requests for data and 
information regarding the reporting require-
ments described in section 3010.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) NEW PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS.—If a 

school is not a participating school as of the 
date of enactment of the D.C. Opportunity 
Scholarship Program School Certification 
Requirements Act, the school shall not be-
come a participating school and none of the 
funds provided under this division for oppor-
tunity scholarships may be used by an eligi-
ble student to enroll in that school unless 
the school— 

‘‘(A) is actively pursuing provisional or full 
accreditation by a national or regional ac-
crediting agency that is recognized in the 
District of Columbia School Reform Act of 
1995 (sec. 38–1802.02(16)(A)–(G), D.C. Official 
Code) or any other accrediting body deemed 
appropriate by the Office of the State Super-
intendent for Schools for the purposes of ac-
crediting an elementary or secondary school; 
and 

‘‘(B) meets all of the other requirements 
for participating schools under this Act. 

‘‘(6) ENROLLING IN ANOTHER SCHOOL.—An el-
igible entity shall assist the parents of a par-
ticipating eligible student in identifying, ap-
plying to, and enrolling in an another par-
ticipating school for which opportunity 
scholarship funds may be used, if— 

‘‘(A) such student is enrolled in a partici-
pating private school and may no longer use 
opportunity scholarship funds for enrollment 
in that participating private school because 
such school fails to meet a requirement 
under paragraph 4, or any other requirement 
of this Act; or 

‘‘(B) a participating eligible student is en-
rolled in a school that ceases to be a partici-
pating school.’’. 

(c) REPORT TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Section 
3010 of the Scholarships for Opportunity and 
Results Act (Public Law 112–10; 125 Stat. 203) 
is further amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (e); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) REPORTS TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The 
eligible entity receiving funds under section 
3004(a) shall ensure that each participating 
school under this division submits to the eli-
gible entity beginning not later than 5 years 
after the date of the enactment of the D.C. 
Opportunity Scholarship Program School 
Certification Requirements Act, a certifi-
cation that the school has been awarded pro-
visional or full accreditation, or has been 
granted an extension by the eligible entity 
in accordance with section 3007(a)(4)(G).’’. 

(d) Unless specifically provided otherwise, 
this section, and the amendments made by 
this section, shall take effect 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 818. Subparagraph (G) of section 
3(c)(2) of the District of Columbia College 
Access Act of 1999 (Public Law 106–98), as 
amended, is further amended: 

(1) by inserting after ‘‘(G)’’, ‘‘(i) for individ-
uals who began an undergraduate course of 
study prior to school year 2015–2016,’’; and 

(2) by inserting the following before the pe-
riod at the end: ‘‘and (ii) for individuals who 
begin an undergraduate course of study in or 
after school year 2016–2017, is from a family 
with a taxable annual income of less than 
$750,000. Beginning with school year 2017– 
2018, the Mayor shall adjust the amounts in 
clauses (i) and (ii) for inflation, as measured 
by the percentage increase, if any, from the 
preceding fiscal year in the Consumer Price 
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Index for All Urban Consumers, published by 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Depart-
ment of Labor’’. 

SEC. 819. Except as expressly provided oth-
erwise, any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ con-
tained in this title or in title IV shall be 
treated as referring only to the provisions of 
this title or of title IV. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Finan-
cial Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2016 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND 

OPERATIONS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY AND EXECUTIVE 

MANAGEMENT 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Secretary of Homeland Security, as author-
ized by section 102 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 112), and executive man-
agement of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, as authorized by law, $137,466,000: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $45,000 shall be for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses: Provided further, That all official 
costs associated with the use of government 
aircraft by Department of Homeland Secu-
rity personnel to support official travel of 
the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary 
shall be paid from amounts made available 
for the Immediate Office of the Secretary 
and the Immediate Office of the Deputy Sec-
retary: Provided further, That not later than 
30 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, the Committees on the Ju-
diciary of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs of the 
Senate, and the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives, the 
comprehensive plan for implementation of 
the biometric entry and exit data system as 
required under this heading in Public Law 
114–4 and a report on visa overstay data by 
country as required by section 1376 of title 8, 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
the report on visa overstay data shall also 
include— 

(1) overstays from all nonimmigrant visa 
categories under the immigration laws, de-
lineated by each of the classes and sub-class-
es of such categories; and 

(2) numbers as well as rates of overstays 
for each class and sub-class of such non-
immigrant categories on a per-country basis: 
Provided further, That of the funds provided 
under this heading, $13,000,000 shall be with-
held from obligation for the Office of the 
Secretary and Executive Management until 
both the comprehensive plan and the report 
are submitted. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
MANAGEMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Management, as author-
ized by sections 701 through 705 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 341 
through 345), $196,810,000, of which not to ex-
ceed $2,000 shall be for official reception and 
representation expenses: Provided, That of 
the total amount made available under this 
heading, $4,456,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017, solely for the alter-
ation and improvement of facilities, tenant 
improvements, and relocation costs to con-
solidate Department headquarters oper-
ations at the Nebraska Avenue Complex; and 
$7,778,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for the Human Resources In-
formation Technology program: Provided fur-

ther, That the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment shall include in the President’s budget 
proposal for fiscal year 2017, submitted pur-
suant to section 1105(a) of title 31, United 
States Code, a Comprehensive Acquisition 
Status Report, which shall include the infor-
mation required under the heading ‘‘Office of 
the Under Secretary for Management’’ under 
title I of division D of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2012 (Public Law 112–74), 
and shall submit quarterly updates to such 
report not later than 45 days after the com-
pletion of each quarter. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Financial Officer, as authorized by sec-
tion 103 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 113), $56,420,000: Provided, That the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives, 
at the time the President’s budget proposal 
for fiscal year 2017 is submitted pursuant to 
section 1105(a) of title 31, United States 
Code, the Future Years Homeland Security 
Program, as authorized by section 874 of 
Public Law 107–296 (6 U.S.C. 454). 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Information Officer, as authorized by 
section 103 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 113), and Department-wide 
technology investments, $309,976,000; of 
which $109,957,000 shall be available for sala-
ries and expenses; and of which $200,019,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2017, 
shall be available for development and acqui-
sition of information technology equipment, 
software, services, and related activities for 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

ANALYSIS AND OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses for intelligence 
analysis and operations coordination activi-
ties, as authorized by title II of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121 et 
seq.), $264,714,000; of which not to exceed 
$3,825 shall be for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; of which not to exceed 
$2,000,000 is available for facility needs asso-
ciated with secure space at fusion centers, 
including improvements to buildings; and of 
which $111,021,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.), $137,488,000; of which not to ex-
ceed $300,000 may be used for certain con-
fidential operational expenses, including the 
payment of informants, to be expended at 
the direction of the Inspector General. 

TITLE II 

SECURITY, ENFORCEMENT, AND 
INVESTIGATIONS 

U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for enforcement of 
laws relating to border security, immigra-
tion, customs, agricultural inspections and 
regulatory activities related to plant and 
animal imports, and transportation of unac-
companied minor aliens; purchase and lease 
of up to 7,500 (6,500 for replacement only) po-
lice-type vehicles; and contracting with indi-
viduals for personal services abroad; 
$8,628,902,000; of which $3,274,000 shall be de-
rived from the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund for administrative expenses related to 
the collection of the Harbor Maintenance 
Fee pursuant to section 9505(c)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 
9505(c)(3)) and notwithstanding section 
1511(e)(1) of the Homeland Security Act of 

2002 (6 U.S.C. 551(e)(1)); of which $30,000,000 
shall be available until September 30, 2017, 
solely for the purpose of recruiting, hiring, 
training, and equipping law enforcement of-
ficers and Border Patrol agents; of which not 
to exceed $34,425 shall be for official recep-
tion and representation expenses; of which 
such sums as become available in the Cus-
toms User Fee Account, except sums subject 
to section 13031(f)(3) of the Consolidated Om-
nibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 (19 
U.S.C. 58c(f)(3)), shall be derived from that 
account; of which not to exceed $150,000 shall 
be available for payment for rental space in 
connection with preclearance operations; 
and of which not to exceed $1,000,000 shall be 
for awards of compensation to informants, to 
be accounted for solely under the certificate 
of the Secretary of Homeland Security: Pro-
vided, That of the amounts made available 
under this heading for Inspection and Detec-
tion Technology Investments, $18,500,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2018: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2016, the overtime limitation prescribed in 
section 5(c)(1) of the Act of February 13, 1911 
(19 U.S.C. 267(c)(1)) shall be $35,000; and not-
withstanding any other provision of law, 
none of the funds appropriated by this Act 
shall be available to compensate any em-
ployee of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion for overtime, from whatever source, in 
an amount that exceeds such limitation, ex-
cept in individual cases determined by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, or the des-
ignee of the Secretary, to be necessary for 
national security purposes, to prevent exces-
sive costs, or in cases of immigration emer-
gencies: Provided further, That the Border 
Patrol shall maintain an active duty pres-
ence of not less than 21,370 full-time equiva-
lent agents protecting the borders of the 
United States in the fiscal year. 

AUTOMATION MODERNIZATION 
For necessary expenses for U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection for operation and im-
provement of automated systems, including 
salaries and expenses, $829,460,000; of which 
$465,732,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018; and of which not less than 
$151,184,000 shall be for the development of 
the Automated Commercial Environment. 
BORDER SECURITY FENCING, INFRASTRUCTURE, 

AND TECHNOLOGY 
For necessary expenses for border security 

fencing, infrastructure, and technology, 
$447,461,000; of which $273,931,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017, for oper-
ations and maintenance; and of which 
$173,530,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018, for development and deploy-
ment. 

AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses for the operations, 

maintenance, and procurement of marine 
vessels, aircraft, unmanned aerial systems, 
the Air and Marine Operations Center, and 
other related equipment of the air and ma-
rine program, including salaries and ex-
penses, operational training, and mission-re-
lated travel, the operations of which include 
the following: the interdiction of narcotics 
and other goods; the provision of support to 
Federal, State, and local agencies in the en-
forcement or administration of laws enforced 
by the Department of Homeland Security; 
and, at the discretion of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the provision of assist-
ance to Federal, State, and local agencies in 
other law enforcement and emergency hu-
manitarian efforts; $802,298,000; of which 
$300,429,000 shall be available for salaries and 
expenses; and of which $501,869,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That no aircraft or other related 
equipment, with the exception of aircraft 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00130 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9507 December 17, 2015 
that are one of a kind and have been identi-
fied as excess to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection requirements and aircraft that 
have been damaged beyond repair, shall be 
transferred to any other Federal agency, de-
partment, or office outside of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security during fiscal 
year 2016 without prior notice to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives: Provided fur-
ther, That funding made available under this 
heading shall be available for customs ex-
penses when necessary to maintain or to 
temporarily increase operations in Puerto 
Rico. 

CONSTRUCTION AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

For necessary expenses to plan, acquire, 
construct, renovate, equip, furnish, operate, 
manage, and maintain buildings, facilities, 
and related infrastructure necessary for the 
administration and enforcement of the laws 
relating to customs, immigration, and bor-
der security, $340,128,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2020. 

U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
ENFORCEMENT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for enforcement of 
immigration and customs laws, detention 
and removals, and investigations, including 
intellectual property rights and overseas 
vetted units operations; and purchase and 
lease of up to 3,790 (2,350 for replacement 
only) police-type vehicles; $5,779,041,000; of 
which not to exceed $10,000,000 shall be avail-
able until expended for conducting special 
operations under section 3131 of the Customs 
Enforcement Act of 1986 (19 U.S.C. 2081); of 
which not to exceed $11,475 shall be for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses; 
of which not to exceed $2,000,000 shall be for 
awards of compensation to informants, to be 
accounted for solely under the certificate of 
the Secretary of Homeland Security; of 
which not less than $305,000 shall be for pro-
motion of public awareness of the child por-
nography tipline and activities to counter 
child exploitation; of which not less than 
$5,400,000 shall be used to facilitate agree-
ments consistent with section 287(g) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1357(g)); of which not to exceed $45,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017, is 
for maintenance, construction, and leasehold 
improvements at owned and leased facilities; 
and of which not to exceed $11,216,000 shall be 
available to fund or reimburse other Federal 
agencies for the costs associated with the 
care, maintenance, and repatriation of smug-
gled aliens unlawfully present in the United 
States: Provided, That of the total amount 
made available under this heading, 
$100,000,000 shall be withheld from obligation 
until the Director of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement submits to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives a report detail-
ing the number of full-time equivalent em-
ployees hired and lost through attrition for 
the period beginning on October 1, 2015, and 
ending on June 30, 2016: Provided further, 
That of the total amount made available 
under this heading, $5,000,000 shall be with-
held from obligation until the Director of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
briefs the Committees on Appropriations of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives 
on efforts to increase the number of commu-
nities and law enforcement agencies partici-
pating in the Priority Enforcement Program, 
including details as to the jurisdictions and 
law enforcement agencies approached and 
the level of participation on a by-community 
basis: Provided further, That none of the 
funds made available under this heading 
shall be available to compensate any em-

ployee for overtime in an annual amount in 
excess of $35,000, except that the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, or the designee of the 
Secretary, may waive that amount as nec-
essary for national security purposes and in 
cases of immigration emergencies: Provided 
further, That of the total amount provided, 
$15,770,000 shall be for activities to enforce 
laws against forced child labor, of which not 
to exceed $6,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That of the 
total amount available, not less than 
$1,600,000,000 shall be available to identify 
aliens convicted of a crime who may be de-
portable, and to remove them from the 
United States once they are judged deport-
able: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall prioritize the iden-
tification and removal of aliens convicted of 
a crime by the severity of that crime: Pro-
vided further, That funding made available 
under this heading shall maintain a level of 
not less than 34,000 detention beds through 
September 30, 2016: Provided further, That of 
the total amount provided, not less than 
$3,217,942,000 is for enforcement, detention, 
and removal operations, including transpor-
tation of unaccompanied minor aliens: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount provided 
for Custody Operations in the previous pro-
viso, $45,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2020: Provided further, That of 
the total amount provided for the Visa Secu-
rity Program and international investiga-
tions, $13,300,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided further, That not 
less than $15,000,000 shall be available for in-
vestigation of intellectual property rights 
violations, including operation of the Na-
tional Intellectual Property Rights Coordi-
nation Center: Provided further, That none of 
the funds provided under this heading may 
be used to continue a delegation of law en-
forcement authority authorized under sec-
tion 287(g) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1357(g)) if the Department 
of Homeland Security Inspector General de-
termines that the terms of the agreement 
governing the delegation of authority have 
been materially violated: Provided further, 
That none of the funds provided under this 
heading may be used to continue any con-
tract for the provision of detention services 
if the two most recent overall performance 
evaluations received by the contracted facil-
ity are less than ‘‘adequate’’ or the equiva-
lent median score in any subsequent per-
formance evaluation system: Provided fur-
ther, That nothing under this heading shall 
prevent U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement from exercising those authorities 
provided under the immigration laws (as de-
fined in section 101(a)(17) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17))) 
during priority operations pertaining to 
aliens convicted of a crime: Provided further, 
That without regard to the limitation as to 
time and condition of section 503(d) of this 
Act, the Secretary may propose to repro-
gram and transfer funds within and into this 
appropriation necessary to ensure the deten-
tion of aliens prioritized for removal. 

AUTOMATION MODERNIZATION 

For expenses of immigration and customs 
enforcement automated systems, $53,000,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2018. 

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

AVIATION SECURITY 

For necessary expenses of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration related to 
providing civil aviation security services 
pursuant to the Aviation and Transportation 
Security Act (Public Law 107–71; 115 Stat. 
597; 49 U.S.C. 40101 note), $5,719,437,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017; of 
which not to exceed $7,650 shall be for official 

reception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided, That any award to deploy explosives 
detection systems shall be based on risk, the 
airport’s current reliance on other screening 
solutions, lobby congestion resulting in in-
creased security concerns, high injury rates, 
airport readiness, and increased cost effec-
tiveness: Provided further, That security serv-
ice fees authorized under section 44940 of 
title 49, United States Code, shall be credited 
to this appropriation as offsetting collec-
tions and shall be available only for aviation 
security: Provided further, That the sum ap-
propriated under this heading from the gen-
eral fund shall be reduced on a dollar-for-dol-
lar basis as such offsetting collections are re-
ceived during fiscal year 2016 so as to result 
in a final fiscal year appropriation from the 
general fund estimated at not more than 
$3,589,437,000: Provided further, That the funds 
deposited pursuant to section 44945 of title 
49, United States Code, that are currently 
unavailable for obligation are hereby perma-
nently cancelled: Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 44923 of title 49, United 
States Code, for fiscal year 2016, any funds in 
the Aviation Security Capital Fund estab-
lished by section 44923(h) of title 49, United 
States Code, may be used for the procure-
ment and installation of explosives detection 
systems or for the issuance of other trans-
action agreements for the purpose of funding 
projects described in section 44923(a) of such 
title: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, for the current 
fiscal year and each fiscal year hereafter, 
mobile explosives detection systems pur-
chased and deployed using funds made avail-
able under this heading may be moved and 
redeployed to meet evolving passenger and 
baggage screening security priorities at air-
ports: Provided further, That none of the 
funds made available in this Act may be used 
for any recruiting or hiring of personnel into 
the Transportation Security Administration 
that would cause the agency to exceed a 
staffing level of 45,000 full-time equivalent 
screeners: Provided further, That the pre-
ceding proviso shall not apply to personnel 
hired as part-time employees: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than 90 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives a detailed 
report on— 

(1) the Department of Homeland Security 
efforts and resources being devoted to de-
velop more advanced integrated passenger 
screening technologies for the most effective 
security of passengers and baggage at the 
lowest possible operating and acquisition 
costs, including projected funding levels for 
each fiscal year for the next 5 years or until 
project completion, whichever is earlier; 

(2) how the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration is deploying its existing pas-
senger and baggage screener workforce in 
the most cost-effective manner; and 

(3) labor savings from the deployment of 
improved technologies for passenger and 
baggage screening, including high-speed bag-
gage screening, and how those savings are 
being used to offset security costs or rein-
vested to address security vulnerabilities: 
Provided further, That Members of the United 
States House of Representatives and the 
United States Senate, including the leader-
ship; the heads of Federal agencies and com-
missions, including the Secretary, Deputy 
Secretary, Under Secretaries, and Assistant 
Secretaries of the Department of Homeland 
Security; the United States Attorney Gen-
eral, Deputy Attorney General, Assistant At-
torneys General, and the United States At-
torneys; and senior members of the Execu-
tive Office of the President, including the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
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Budget, shall not be exempt from Federal 
passenger and baggage screening. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION SECURITY 

For necessary expenses of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration related to 
surface transportation security activities, 
$110,798,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

INTELLIGENCE AND VETTING 

For necessary expenses for the develop-
ment and implementation of intelligence and 
vetting activities, $236,693,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017. 

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY SUPPORT 

For necessary expenses of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration related to 
transportation security support pursuant to 
the Aviation and Transportation Security 
Act (Public Law 107–71; 115 Stat. 597; 49 
U.S.C. 40101 note), $924,015,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017. 

COAST GUARD 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the operations 
and maintenance of the Coast Guard, not 
otherwise provided for; purchase or lease of 
not to exceed 25 passenger motor vehicles, 
which shall be for replacement only; pur-
chase or lease of small boats for contingent 
and emergent requirements (at a unit cost of 
no more than $700,000) and repairs and serv-
ice-life replacements, not to exceed a total of 
$31,000,000; purchase or lease of boats nec-
essary for overseas deployments and activi-
ties; purchase or lease of other equipment (at 
a unit cost of no more than $250,000); minor 
shore construction projects not exceeding 
$1,000,000 in total cost on any location; pay-
ments pursuant to section 156 of Public Law 
97–377 (42 U.S.C. 402 note; 96 Stat. 1920); and 
recreation and welfare; $7,061,490,000, of 
which $500,002,000 shall be for defense-related 
activities, of which $160,002,000 is designated 
by the Congress for Overseas Contingency 
Operations/Global War on Terrorism pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985; of which $24,500,000 shall be derived 
from the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund to 
carry out the purposes of section 1012(a)(5) of 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 
2712(a)(5)); and of which not to exceed $23,000 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses: Provided, That none of the 
funds made available by this Act shall be for 
expenses incurred for recreational vessels 
under section 12114 of title 46, United States 
Code, except to the extent fees are collected 
from owners of yachts and credited to this 
appropriation: Provided further, That to the 
extent fees are insufficient to pay expenses 
of recreational vessel documentation under 
such section 12114, and there is a backlog of 
recreational vessel applications, then per-
sonnel performing non-recreational vessel 
documentation functions under subchapter II 
of chapter 121 of title 46, United States Code, 
may perform documentation under section 
12114: Provided further, That of the funds pro-
vided under this heading, $85,000,000 shall be 
withheld from obligation for Coast Guard 
Headquarters Directorates until a future- 
years capital investment plan for fiscal 
years 2017 through 2021, as specified under 
the heading ‘‘Coast Guard, Acquisition, Con-
struction, and Improvements’’ of this Act, is 
submitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives: Provided further, That funds 
made available under this heading for Over-
seas Contingency Operations/Global War on 
Terrorism may be allocated by program, 
project, and activity, notwithstanding sec-
tion 503 of this Act: Provided further, That 
without regard to the limitation as to time 

and condition of section 503(d) of this Act, 
after June 30, up to $10,000,000 may be repro-
grammed to or from Military Pay and Allow-
ances in accordance with subsections (a), (b), 
and (c) of section 503. 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND 
RESTORATION 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
environmental compliance and restoration 
functions of the Coast Guard under chapter 
19 of title 14, United States Code, $13,221,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2020. 

RESERVE TRAINING 

For necessary expenses of the Coast Guard 
Reserve, as authorized by law; operations 
and maintenance of the Coast Guard reserve 
program; personnel and training costs; and 
equipment and services; $110,614,000. 

ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, AND 
IMPROVEMENTS 

For necessary expenses of acquisition, con-
struction, renovation, and improvement of 
aids to navigation, shore facilities, vessels, 
and aircraft, including equipment related 
thereto; and maintenance, rehabilitation, 
lease, and operation of facilities and equip-
ment; as authorized by law; $1,945,169,000; of 
which $20,000,000 shall be derived from the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund to carry out 
the purposes of section 1012(a)(5) of the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2712(a)(5)); 
and of which the following amounts shall be 
available until September 30, 2020 (except as 
subsequently specified): $21,000,000 for mili-
tary family housing; $1,264,400,000 to acquire, 
effect major repairs to, renovate, or improve 
vessels, small boats, and related equipment; 
$295,000,000 to acquire, effect major repairs 
to, renovate, or improve aircraft or increase 
aviation capability; $65,100,000 for other ac-
quisition programs; $181,600,000 for shore fa-
cilities and aids to navigation, including fa-
cilities at Department of Defense installa-
tions used by the Coast Guard; and 
$118,069,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2016, for personnel compensation 
and benefits and related costs: Provided, That 
of the funds provided by this Act, not less 
than $640,000,000 shall be immediately avail-
able and allotted to contract for the produc-
tion of the ninth National Security Cutter 
notwithstanding the availability of funds for 
post-production costs: Provided further, That 
the Commandant of the Coast Guard shall 
submit to the Congress, at the time the 
President’s budget proposal for fiscal year 
2017 is submitted pursuant to section 1105(a) 
of title 31, United States Code, a future-years 
capital investment plan as described in the 
second proviso under the heading ‘‘Coast 
Guard, Acquisition, Construction, and Im-
provements’’ in the Department of Homeland 
Security Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public 
Law 114–4), which shall be subject to the re-
quirements in the third and fourth provisos 
under such heading. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND 
EVALUATION 

For necessary expenses for applied sci-
entific research, development, test, and eval-
uation; and for maintenance, rehabilitation, 
lease, and operation of facilities and equip-
ment; as authorized by law; $18,019,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2018, of 
which $500,000 shall be derived from the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund to carry out the 
purposes of section 1012(a)(5) of the Oil Pollu-
tion Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2712(a)(5)): Pro-
vided, That there may be credited to and 
used for the purposes of this appropriation 
funds received from State and local govern-
ments, other public authorities, private 
sources, and foreign countries for expenses 
incurred for research, development, testing, 
and evaluation. 

RETIRED PAY 
For retired pay, including the payment of 

obligations otherwise chargeable to lapsed 
appropriations for this purpose, payments 
under the Retired Serviceman’s Family Pro-
tection and Survivor Benefits Plans, pay-
ment for career status bonuses, concurrent 
receipts, and combat-related special com-
pensation under the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, and payments for medical 
care of retired personnel and their depend-
ents under chapter 55 of title 10, United 
States Code, $1,604,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Secret Service, including purchase of 
not to exceed 652 vehicles for police-type use 
for replacement only; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; purchase of motorcycles 
made in the United States; hire of aircraft; 
services of expert witnesses at such rates as 
may be determined by the Director of the 
United States Secret Service; rental of build-
ings in the District of Columbia, and fencing, 
lighting, guard booths, and other facilities 
on private or other property not in Govern-
ment ownership or control, as may be nec-
essary to perform protective functions; pay-
ment of per diem or subsistence allowances 
to employees in cases in which a protective 
assignment on the actual day or days of the 
visit of a protectee requires an employee to 
work 16 hours per day or to remain overnight 
at a post of duty; conduct of and participa-
tion in firearms matches; presentation of 
awards; travel of United States Secret Serv-
ice employees on protective missions with-
out regard to the limitations on such ex-
penditures in this or any other Act if ap-
proval is obtained in advance from the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives; research and 
development; grants to conduct behavioral 
research in support of protective research 
and operations; and payment in advance for 
commercial accommodations as may be nec-
essary to perform protective functions; 
$1,854,526,000; of which not to exceed $19,125 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; of which not to exceed $100,000 
shall be to provide technical assistance and 
equipment to foreign law enforcement orga-
nizations in counterfeit investigations; of 
which $2,366,000 shall be for forensic and re-
lated support of investigations of missing 
and exploited children; of which $6,000,000 
shall be for a grant for activities related to 
investigations of missing and exploited chil-
dren and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017; and of which not less than 
$12,000,000 shall be for activities related to 
training in electronic crimes investigations 
and forensics: Provided, That $18,000,000 for 
protective travel shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading for security improvements at 
the White House complex, $8,200,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided further, That $4,500,000 for National 
Special Security Events shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That 
the United States Secret Service is author-
ized to obligate funds in anticipation of re-
imbursements from Federal agencies and en-
tities, as defined in section 105 of title 5, 
United States Code, for personnel receiving 
training sponsored by the James J. Rowley 
Training Center, except that total obliga-
tions at the end of the fiscal year shall not 
exceed total budgetary resources available 
under this heading at the end of the fiscal 
year: Provided further, That none of the funds 
made available under this heading shall be 
available to compensate any employee for 
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overtime in an annual amount in excess of 
$35,000, except that the Secretary of Home-
land Security, or the designee of the Sec-
retary, may waive that amount as necessary 
for national security purposes: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available 
to the United States Secret Service by this 
Act or by previous appropriations Acts may 
be made available for the protection of the 
head of a Federal agency other than the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the United States 
Secret Service may enter into an agreement 
to provide such protection on a fully reim-
bursable basis: Provided further, That none of 
the funds made available to the United 
States Secret Service by this Act or by pre-
vious appropriations Acts may be obligated 
for the purpose of opening a new permanent 
domestic or overseas office or location un-
less the Committees on Appropriations of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives 
are notified 15 days in advance of such obli-
gation: Provided further, That for purposes of 
section 503 of this Act, $15,000,000 or 10 per-
cent, whichever is less, may be repro-
grammed between Protection of Persons and 
Facilities and Domestic Field Operations. 

ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, IMPROVEMENTS, 
AND RELATED EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for acquisition, 
construction, repair, alteration, and im-
provement of physical and technological in-
frastructure, $79,019,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2018. 

TITLE III 
PROTECTION, PREPAREDNESS, 

RESPONSE, AND RECOVERY 
NATIONAL PROTECTION AND PROGRAMS 

DIRECTORATE 
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

For the management and administration of 
the National Protection and Programs Direc-
torate, and support for operations and infor-
mation technology, $62,132,000: Provided, 
That not to exceed $3,825 shall be for official 
reception and representation expenses. 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION AND 
INFORMATION SECURITY 

For necessary expenses for infrastructure 
protection and information security pro-
grams and activities, as authorized by title 
II of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 121 et seq.), $1,291,000,000, of which 
$289,650,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

FEDERAL PROTECTIVE SERVICE 
The revenues and collections of security 

fees credited to this account shall be avail-
able until expended for necessary expenses 
related to the protection of federally owned 
and leased buildings and for the operations 
of the Federal Protective Service: Provided, 
That the Director of the Federal Protective 
Service shall submit at the time the Presi-
dent’s budget proposal for fiscal year 2017 is 
submitted pursuant to section 1105(a) of title 
31, United States Code, a strategic human 
capital plan that aligns fee collections to 
personnel requirements based on a current 
threat assessment. 

OFFICE OF BIOMETRIC IDENTITY MANAGEMENT 
For necessary expenses for the Office of Bi-

ometric Identity Management, as authorized 
by section 7208 of the Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (8 
U.S.C. 1365b), $282,473,000, of which 
$159,054,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

OFFICE OF HEALTH AFFAIRS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Health Affairs, $125,369,000; of which 
$27,010,000 is for salaries and expenses and 
$82,078,000 is for BioWatch operations: Pro-

vided, That of the amount made available 
under this heading, $16,281,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017, for bio-
surveillance, chemical defense, medical and 
health planning and coordination, and work-
force health protection. 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, $960,754,000, 
including activities authorized by the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
4001 et seq.), the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5121 et seq.), the Cerro Grande Fire 
Assistance Act of 2000 (division C, title I, 114 
Stat. 583), the Earthquake Hazards Reduc-
tion Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.), the 
Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 
App. 2061 et seq.), sections 107 and 303 of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 404, 
405), Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.), the National Dam Safety Pro-
gram Act (33 U.S.C. 467 et seq.), the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101 et 
seq.), the Implementing Recommendations of 
the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007 (Public Law 
110–53), the Federal Fire Prevention and Con-
trol Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.), the 
Post-Katrina Emergency Management Re-
form Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–295; 120 
Stat. 1394), the Biggert-Waters Flood Insur-
ance Reform Act of 2012 (Public Law 112–141, 
126 Stat. 916), and the Homeowner Flood In-
surance Affordability Act of 2014 (Public Law 
113–89): Provided, That not to exceed $2,250 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses: Provided further, That of the 
total amount made available under this 
heading, $35,180,000 shall be for the Urban 
Search and Rescue Response System, of 
which none is available for Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency administrative 
costs: Provided further, That of the total 
amount made available under this heading, 
$27,500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for capital improvements 
and other expenses related to continuity of 
operations at the Mount Weather Emergency 
Operations Center: Provided further, That of 
the total amount made available, $3,422,000 
shall be for the Office of National Capital 
Region Coordination. 

STATE AND LOCAL PROGRAMS 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other activities, $1,500,000,000, 
which shall be allocated as follows: 

(1) $467,000,000 shall be for the State Home-
land Security Grant Program under section 
2004 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 605), of which $55,000,000 shall be for 
Operation Stonegarden: Provided, That not-
withstanding subsection (c)(4) of such sec-
tion 2004, for fiscal year 2016, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico shall make available 
to local and tribal governments amounts 
provided to the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico under this paragraph in accordance 
with subsection (c)(1) of such section 2004. 

(2) $600,000,000 shall be for the Urban Area 
Security Initiative under section 2003 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 604), 
of which $20,000,000 shall be for organizations 
(as described under section 501(c)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from 
tax under section 501(a) of such code) deter-
mined by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to be at high risk of a terrorist attack. 

(3) $100,000,000 shall be for Public Transpor-
tation Security Assistance, Railroad Secu-
rity Assistance, and Over-the-Road Bus Se-
curity Assistance under sections 1406, 1513, 
and 1532 of the Implementing Recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007 
(Public Law 110–53; 6 U.S.C. 1135, 1163, and 
1182), of which $10,000,000 shall be for Amtrak 

security and $3,000,000 shall be for Over-the- 
Road Bus Security: Provided, That such pub-
lic transportation security assistance shall 
be provided directly to public transportation 
agencies. 

(4) $100,000,000 shall be for Port Security 
Grants in accordance with 46 U.S.C. 70107. 

(5) $233,000,000 shall be to sustain current 
operations for training, exercises, technical 
assistance, and other programs, of which 
$162,991,000 shall be for training of State, 
local, and tribal emergency response pro-
viders: 
Provided, That for grants under paragraphs 
(1) through (4), applications for grants shall 
be made available to eligible applicants not 
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, that eligible applicants 
shall submit applications not later than 80 
days after the grant announcement, and the 
Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency shall act within 65 days 
after the receipt of an application: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding section 
2008(a)(11) of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 609(a)(11)) or any other provi-
sion of law, a grantee may not use more than 
5 percent of the amount of a grant made 
available under this heading for expenses di-
rectly related to administration of the grant: 
Provided further, That for grants under para-
graphs (1) and (2), the installation of commu-
nications towers is not considered construc-
tion of a building or other physical facility: 
Provided further, That grantees shall provide 
reports on their use of funds, as determined 
necessary by the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 509 of this Act, the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency may use the funds provided in 
paragraph (5) to acquire real property for the 
purpose of establishing or appropriately ex-
tending the security buffer zones around 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
training facilities. 

FIREFIGHTER ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For grants for programs authorized by the 

Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 
1974 (15 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.), $690,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, of 
which $345,000,000 shall be available to carry 
out section 33 of that Act (15 U.S.C. 2229) and 
$345,000,000 shall be available to carry out 
section 34 of that Act (15 U.S.C. 2229a). 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE 
GRANTS 

For emergency management performance 
grants, as authorized by the National Flood 
Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.), 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et 
seq.), the Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act 
of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.), and Reorga-
nization Plan No. 3 of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), 
$350,000,000. 

RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
PROGRAM 

The aggregate charges assessed during fis-
cal year 2016, as authorized in title III of the 
Departments of Veterans Affairs and Hous-
ing and Urban Development, and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999 
(42 U.S.C. 5196e), shall not be less than 100 
percent of the amounts anticipated by the 
Department of Homeland Security necessary 
for its radiological emergency preparedness 
program for the next fiscal year: Provided, 
That the methodology for assessment and 
collection of fees shall be fair and equitable 
and shall reflect costs of providing such serv-
ices, including administrative costs of col-
lecting such fees: Provided further, That fees 
received under this heading shall be depos-
ited in this account as offsetting collections 
and will become available for authorized pur-
poses on October 1, 2016, and remain avail-
able until expended. 
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UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Fire Administration and for other 
purposes, as authorized by the Federal Fire 
Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 
2201 et seq.) and the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101 et seq.), $44,000,000. 

DISASTER RELIEF FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses in carrying out the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.), 
$7,374,693,000 to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $24,000,000 shall be trans-
ferred to the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Office of Inspector General for audits 
and investigations related to disasters: Pro-
vided, That the reporting requirements in 
paragraphs (1) and (2) under the heading 
‘‘Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
Disaster Relief Fund’’ in the Department of 
Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2015 
(Public Law 114–4) shall be applied in fiscal 
year 2016 with respect to budget year 2017 
and current fiscal year 2016, respectively, by 
substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2016’’ in paragraph (1): Provided further, 
That of the amount provided under this 
heading, $6,712,953,000 shall be for major dis-
asters declared pursuant to the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided 
further, That the amount in the preceding 
proviso is designated by the Congress as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(D) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

FLOOD HAZARD MAPPING AND RISK ANALYSIS 
PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses, including adminis-
trative costs, under section 1360 of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
4101), and under sections 100215, 100216, 100226, 
100230, and 100246 of the Biggert-Waters 
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012, (Public 
Law 112–141, 126 Stat. 916), $190,000,000, and 
such additional sums as may be provided by 
State and local governments or other polit-
ical subdivisions for cost-shared mapping ac-
tivities under section 1360(f)(2) of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 4101(f)(2)), to remain available 
until expended. 

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE FUND 
For activities under the National Flood In-

surance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.), 
the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (42 
U.S.C. 4001 et seq.), the Biggert-Waters Flood 
Insurance Reform Act of 2012 (Public Law 
112–141, 126 Stat. 916), and the Homeowner 
Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 2014 
(Public Law 113–89; 128 Stat. 1020), 
$181,198,000, which shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017, and shall be derived 
from offsetting amounts collected under sec-
tion 1308(d) of the National Flood Insurance 
Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4015(d)); of which 
$25,299,000 shall be available for salaries and 
expenses associated with flood management 
and flood insurance operations and 
$155,899,000 shall be available for flood plain 
management and flood mapping: Provided, 
That any additional fees collected pursuant 
to section 1308(d) of the National Flood In-
surance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4015(d)) shall be 
credited as an offsetting collection to this 
account, to be available for flood plain man-
agement and flood mapping: Provided further, 
That in fiscal year 2016, no funds shall be 
available from the National Flood Insurance 
Fund under section 1310 of the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4017) in 
excess of: 

(1) $133,252,000 for operating expenses; 
(2) $1,123,000,000 for commissions and taxes 

of agents; 
(3) such sums as are necessary for interest 

on Treasury borrowings; and 

(4) $175,000,000, which shall remain avail-
able until expended, for flood mitigation ac-
tions and for flood mitigation assistance 
under section 1366 of the National Flood In-
surance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4104c), notwith-
standing sections 1366(e) and 1310(a)(7) of 
such Act (42 U.S.C. 4104c(e), 4017): 
Provided further, That the amounts collected 
under section 102 of the Flood Disaster Pro-
tection Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 4012a) and sec-
tion 1366(e) of the National Flood Insurance 
Act of 1968 shall be deposited in the National 
Flood Insurance Fund to supplement other 
amounts specified as available for section 
1366 of the National Flood Insurance Act of 
1968, notwithstanding section 102(f)(8), sec-
tion 1366(e), and paragraphs (1) through (3) of 
section 1367(b) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
4012a(f)(8), 4104c(e), 4104d(b)(1)–(3)): Provided 
further, That total administrative costs shall 
not exceed 4 percent of the total appropria-
tion: Provided further, That up to $5,000,000 is 
available to carry out section 24 of the 
Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability 
Act of 2014 (42 U.S.C. 4033). 

NATIONAL PREDISASTER MITIGATION FUND 
For the predisaster mitigation grant pro-

gram under section 203 of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5133), $100,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

EMERGENCY FOOD AND SHELTER 
To carry out the Emergency Food and 

Shelter program pursuant to title III of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 11331 et seq.), $120,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That total administrative costs shall not ex-
ceed 3.5 percent of the total amount made 
available under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That if the President’s budget proposal 
for fiscal year 2017, submitted pursuant to 
section 1105(a) of title 31, United States 
Code, proposes to move the Emergency Food 
and Shelter program from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, or 
to fund such program directly through the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, a joint transition plan from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency and the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall be submitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives not later than 90 
days after the date the fiscal year 2017 budg-
et is submitted to Congress: Provided further, 
That such plan shall include details on the 
transition of programmatic responsibilities, 
efforts to consult with stakeholders, and 
mechanisms to ensure that the original pur-
pose of the program will be retained. 

TITLE IV 
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING, 

AND SERVICES 
UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION 

SERVICES 
For necessary expenses for citizenship and 

immigration services, $119,671,000 for the E- 
Verify Program, as described in section 
403(a) of the Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8 
U.S.C. 1324a note), to assist United States 
employers with maintaining a legal work-
force: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, funds otherwise made 
available to United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services may be used to ac-
quire, operate, equip, and dispose of up to 5 
vehicles, for replacement only, for areas 
where the Administrator of General Services 
does not provide vehicles for lease: Provided 
further, That the Director of United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services may 
authorize employees who are assigned to 
those areas to use such vehicles to travel be-

tween the employees’ residences and places 
of employment. 

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING 
CENTER 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center, including ma-
terials and support costs of Federal law en-
forcement basic training; the purchase of not 
to exceed 117 vehicles for police-type use and 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; expenses 
for student athletic and related activities; 
the conduct of and participation in firearms 
matches and presentation of awards; public 
awareness and enhancement of community 
support of law enforcement training; room 
and board for student interns; a flat monthly 
reimbursement to employees authorized to 
use personal mobile phones for official du-
ties; and services as authorized by section 
3109 of title 5, United States Code; 
$217,485,000; of which up to $38,981,000 shall 
remain available until September 30, 2017, for 
materials and support costs of Federal law 
enforcement basic training; and of which not 
to exceed $7,180 shall be for official reception 
and representation expenses: Provided, That 
the Center is authorized to obligate funds in 
anticipation of reimbursements from agen-
cies receiving training sponsored by the Cen-
ter, except that total obligations at the end 
of the fiscal year shall not exceed total budg-
etary resources available at the end of the 
fiscal year: Provided further, That section 
1202(a) of Public Law 107–206 (42 U.S.C. 3771 
note), as amended under this heading in Pub-
lic Law 114–4, is further amended by striking 
‘‘December 31, 2017’’ and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2018’’: Provided further, That the Di-
rector of the Federal Law Enforcement 
Training Center shall schedule basic or ad-
vanced law enforcement training, or both, at 
all four training facilities under the control 
of the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center to ensure that such training facilities 
are operated at the highest capacity 
throughout the fiscal year: Provided further, 
That the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Accreditation Board, including representa-
tives from the Federal law enforcement com-
munity and non-Federal accreditation ex-
perts involved in law enforcement training, 
shall lead the Federal law enforcement 
training accreditation process to continue 
the implementation of measuring and assess-
ing the quality and effectiveness of Federal 
law enforcement training programs, facili-
ties, and instructors. 

ACQUISITIONS, CONSTRUCTION, IMPROVEMENTS, 
AND RELATED EXPENSES 

For acquisition of necessary additional 
real property and facilities, construction, 
and ongoing maintenance, facility improve-
ments, and related expenses of the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Center, 
$27,553,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That the Center is 
authorized to accept reimbursement to this 
appropriation from government agencies re-
questing the construction of special use fa-
cilities. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

For salaries and expenses of the Office of 
the Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology and for management and administra-
tion of programs and activities, as author-
ized by title III of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), $131,531,000: 
Provided, That not to exceed $7,650 shall be 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses. 
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RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, ACQUISITION, AND 

OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses for science and 

technology research, including advanced re-
search projects, development, test and eval-
uation, acquisition, and operations as au-
thorized by title III of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), and the 
purchase or lease of not to exceed 5 vehicles, 
$655,407,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

DOMESTIC NUCLEAR DETECTION OFFICE 
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

For salaries and expenses of the Domestic 
Nuclear Detection Office, as authorized by 
title XIX of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 591 et seq.), for management 
and administration of programs and activi-
ties, $38,109,000: Provided, That not to exceed 
$2,250 shall be for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses for radiological and 

nuclear research, development, testing, eval-
uation, and operations, $196,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2018. 

SYSTEMS ACQUISITION 
For necessary expenses for the Domestic 

Nuclear Detection Office acquisition and de-
ployment of radiological detection systems 
in accordance with the global nuclear detec-
tion architecture, $113,011,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 501. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 502. Subject to the requirements of 
section 503 of this Act, the unexpended bal-
ances of prior appropriations provided for ac-
tivities in this Act may be transferred to ap-
propriation accounts for such activities es-
tablished pursuant to this Act, may be 
merged with funds in the applicable estab-
lished accounts, and thereafter may be ac-
counted for as one fund for the same time pe-
riod as originally enacted. 

SEC. 503. (a) None of the funds provided by 
this Act, provided by previous appropriations 
Acts to the agencies in or transferred to the 
Department of Homeland Security that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure 
in fiscal year 2016, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury of the United States 
derived by the collection of fees available to 
the agencies funded by this Act, shall be 
available for obligation or expenditure 
through a reprogramming of funds that— 

(1) creates a new program, project, or ac-
tivity; 

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity; 

(3) increases funds for any program, 
project, or activity for which funds have 
been denied or restricted by the Congress; 

(4) contracts out any function or activity 
presently performed by Federal employees or 
any new function or activity proposed to be 
performed by Federal employees in the 
President’s budget proposal for fiscal year 
2016 for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity; 

(5) augments existing programs, projects, 
or activities in excess of $5,000,000 or 10 per-
cent, whichever is less; 

(6) reduces any program, project, or activ-
ity, or numbers of personnel by 10 percent; or 

(7) results from any general savings from a 
reduction in personnel that would result in a 
change in existing programs, projects, or ac-
tivities as approved by the Congress, unless 

the Committees on Appropriations of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives are 
notified 15 days in advance of such re-
programming of funds. 

(b) Not to exceed 5 percent of any appro-
priation made available for the current fiscal 
year for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity by this Act or provided by previous ap-
propriations Acts may be transferred be-
tween such appropriations. 

(c) Any transfer under this section shall be 
treated as a reprogramming of funds under 
subsection (a) and shall not be available for 
obligation unless the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives are notified 15 days in ad-
vance of such transfer. 

(d) Notwithstanding subsections (a), (b), 
and (c), no funds shall be reprogrammed 
within or transferred between appropriations 
based upon an initial notification provided 
after June 30, except in extraordinary cir-
cumstances that imminently threaten the 
safety of human life or the protection of 
property. 

(e) The notification thresholds and proce-
dures set forth in this section shall apply to 
any use of deobligated balances of funds pro-
vided in previous Department of Homeland 
Security Appropriations Acts. 

SEC. 504. The Department of Homeland Se-
curity Working Capital Fund, established 
pursuant to section 403 of Public Law 103–356 
(31 U.S.C. 501 note), shall continue oper-
ations as a permanent working capital fund 
for fiscal year 2016: Provided, That none of 
the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available to the Department of Homeland 
Security may be used to make payments to 
the Working Capital Fund, except for the ac-
tivities and amounts allowed in the Presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2016 budget: Provided fur-
ther, That funds provided to the Working 
Capital Fund shall be available for obliga-
tion until expended to carry out the purposes 
of the Working Capital Fund: Provided fur-
ther, That all Departmental components 
shall be charged only for direct usage of each 
Working Capital Fund service: Provided fur-
ther, That funds provided to the Working 
Capital Fund shall be used only for purposes 
consistent with the contributing component: 
Provided further, That the Working Capital 
Fund shall be paid in advance or reimbursed 
at rates which will return the full cost of 
each service: Provided further, That the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives shall be noti-
fied of any activity added to or removed 
from the fund: Provided further, That for any 
activity added to the fund, the notification 
shall identify sources of funds by program, 
project, and activity: Provided further, That 
the Chief Financial Officer of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security shall submit a 
quarterly execution report with activity 
level detail, not later than 30 days after the 
end of each quarter. 

SEC. 505. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not to exceed 50 percent of 
unobligated balances remaining available at 
the end of fiscal year 2016, as recorded in the 
financial records at the time of a reprogram-
ming request, but not later than June 30, 
2017, from appropriations for salaries and ex-
penses for fiscal year 2016 in this Act shall 
remain available through September 30, 2017, 
in the account and for the purposes for which 
the appropriations were provided: Provided, 
That prior to the obligation of such funds, a 
request shall be submitted to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives for approval in ac-
cordance with section 503 of this Act. 

SEC. 506. Funds made available by this Act 
for intelligence activities are deemed to be 
specifically authorized by the Congress for 
purposes of section 504 of the National Secu-

rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 414) during fiscal 
year 2016 until the enactment of an Act au-
thorizing intelligence activities for fiscal 
year 2016. 

SEC. 507. (a) Except as provided in sub-
sections (b) and (c), none of the funds made 
available by this Act may be used to— 

(1) make or award a grant allocation, 
grant, contract, other transaction agree-
ment, or task or delivery order on a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security multiple award 
contract, or to issue a letter of intent total-
ing in excess of $1,000,000; 

(2) award a task or delivery order requiring 
an obligation of funds in an amount greater 
than $10,000,000 from multi-year Department 
of Homeland Security funds; 

(3) make a sole-source grant award; or 
(4) announce publicly the intention to 

make or award items under paragraph (1), 
(2), or (3) including a contract covered by the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation. 

(b) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may waive the prohibition under subsection 
(a) if the Secretary notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives at least 3 full busi-
ness days in advance of making an award or 
issuing a letter as described in that sub-
section. 

(c) If the Secretary of Homeland Security 
determines that compliance with this sec-
tion would pose a substantial risk to human 
life, health, or safety, an award may be made 
without notification, and the Secretary shall 
notify the Committees on Appropriations of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives 
not later than 5 full business days after such 
an award is made or letter issued. 

(d) A notification under this section— 
(1) may not involve funds that are not 

available for obligation; and 
(2) shall include the amount of the award; 

the fiscal year for which the funds for the 
award were appropriated; the type of con-
tract; and the account from which the funds 
are being drawn. 

(e) The Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency shall brief the 
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives 5 full busi-
ness days in advance of announcing publicly 
the intention of making an award under 
‘‘State and Local Programs’’. 

SEC. 508. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no agency shall purchase, con-
struct, or lease any additional facilities, ex-
cept within or contiguous to existing loca-
tions, to be used for the purpose of con-
ducting Federal law enforcement training 
without advance notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, except that the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center is 
authorized to obtain the temporary use of 
additional facilities by lease, contract, or 
other agreement for training that cannot be 
accommodated in existing Center facilities. 

SEC. 509. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used for expenses for any construction, re-
pair, alteration, or acquisition project for 
which a prospectus otherwise required under 
chapter 33 of title 40, United States Code, has 
not been approved, except that necessary 
funds may be expended for each project for 
required expenses for the development of a 
proposed prospectus. 

SEC. 510. (a) Sections 520, 522, and 530 of the 
Department of Homeland Security Appro-
priations Act, 2008 (division E of Public Law 
110–161; 121 Stat. 2073 and 2074) shall apply 
with respect to funds made available in this 
Act in the same manner as such sections ap-
plied to funds made available in that Act. 
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(b) The third proviso of section 537 of the 

Department of Homeland Security Appro-
priations Act, 2006 (6 U.S.C. 114), shall here-
after not apply with respect to funds made 
available in this or any other Act. 

(c) Section 525 of Public Law 109–90 is 
amended by striking ‘‘thereafter’’, and sec-
tion 554 of Public Law 111–83 is amended by 
striking ‘‘and shall report annually there-
after’’. 

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in contravention of 
the applicable provisions of the Buy Amer-
ican Act. For purposes of the preceding sen-
tence, the term ‘‘Buy American Act’’ means 
chapter 83 of title 41, United States Code. 

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to amend the oath of 
allegiance required by section 337 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1448). 

SEC. 513. Not later than 30 days after the 
last day of each month, the Chief Financial 
Officer of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives a monthly budget and staff-
ing report for that month that includes total 
obligations of the Department for that 
month for the fiscal year at the appropria-
tion and program, project, and activity lev-
els, by the source year of the appropriation: 
Provided, That total obligations for staffing 
shall also be provided by subcategory of on- 
board and funded full-time equivalent staff-
ing levels, respectively: Provided further, 
That the report shall specify the number of, 
and total obligations for, contract employees 
for each office of the Department. 

SEC. 514. Except as provided in section 
44945 of title 49, United States Code, funds 
appropriated or transferred to Transpor-
tation Security Administration ‘‘Aviation 
Security’’, ‘‘Administration’’, and ‘‘Trans-
portation Security Support’’ for fiscal years 
2004 and 2005 that are recovered or 
deobligated shall be available only for the 
procurement or installation of explosives de-
tection systems, air cargo, baggage, and 
checkpoint screening systems, subject to no-
tification: Provided, That semiannual reports 
shall be submitted to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives on any funds that are recov-
ered or deobligated. 

SEC. 515. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used to process or approve a 
competition under Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A–76 for services provided by 
employees (including employees serving on a 
temporary or term basis) of United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services of the 
Department of Homeland Security who are 
known as Immigration Information Officers, 
Immigration Service Analysts, Contact Rep-
resentatives, Investigative Assistants, or Im-
migration Services Officers. 

SEC. 516. Any funds appropriated to ‘‘Coast 
Guard, Acquisition, Construction, and Im-
provements’’ for fiscal years 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2005, and 2006 for the 110–123 foot patrol boat 
conversion that are recovered, collected, or 
otherwise received as the result of negotia-
tion, mediation, or litigation, shall be avail-
able until expended for the Fast Response 
Cutter program. 

SEC. 517. The functions of the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center instructor 
staff shall be classified as inherently govern-
mental for the purpose of the Federal Activi-
ties Inventory Reform Act of 1998 (31 U.S.C. 
501 note). 

SEC. 518. (a) The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall submit a report not later than 
October 15, 2016, to the Inspector General of 
the Department of Homeland Security list-
ing all grants and contracts awarded by any 
means other than full and open competition 
during fiscal year 2016. 

(b) The Inspector General shall review the 
report required by subsection (a) to assess 
Departmental compliance with applicable 
laws and regulations and report the results 
of that review to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives not later than February 15, 
2017. 

SEC. 519. None of the funds provided by this 
or previous appropriations Acts shall be used 
to fund any position designated as a Prin-
cipal Federal Official (or the successor there-
to) for any Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5121 et seq.) declared disasters or emer-
gencies unless— 

(1) the responsibilities of the Principal 
Federal Official do not include operational 
functions related to incident management, 
including coordination of operations, and are 
consistent with the requirements of section 
509(c) and sections 503(c)(3) and 503(c)(4)(A) of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
319(c), 313(c)(3), and 313(c)(4)(A)) and section 
302 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5143); 

(2) not later than 10 business days after the 
latter of the date on which the Secretary of 
Homeland Security appoints the Principal 
Federal Official and the date on which the 
President issues a declaration under section 
401 or section 501 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5170 and 5191, respectively), the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit a notification of the appointment of the 
Principal Federal Official and a description 
of the responsibilities of such Official and 
how such responsibilities are consistent with 
paragraph (1) to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate, and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives; and 

(3) not later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
provide a report specifying timeframes and 
milestones regarding the update of oper-
ations, planning and policy documents, and 
training and exercise protocols, to ensure 
consistency with paragraph (1) of this sec-
tion. 

SEC. 520. None of the funds provided or oth-
erwise made available in this Act shall be 
available to carry out section 872 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 452) 
unless explicitly authorized by Congress. 

SEC. 521. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
by this or previous appropriations Acts may 
be used to establish an Office of Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explo-
sives Defense until such time as Congress 
has authorized such establishment. 

(b) Subject to the limitation in subsection 
(a) and notwithstanding section 503 of this 
Act, the Secretary may transfer funds for 
the purpose of executing authorization of the 
Office of Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear, and Explosives Defense. 

(c) Not later than 15 days before transfer-
ring funds pursuant to subsection (b), the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate, and the Committee on Homeland 
Security of the House of Representatives 
on— 

(1) the transition plan for the establish-
ment of the office; and 

(2) the funds and positions to be trans-
ferred by source. 

SEC. 522. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services to 

grant an immigration benefit unless the re-
sults of background checks required by law 
to be completed prior to the granting of the 
benefit have been received by United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, and 
the results do not preclude the granting of 
the benefit. 

SEC. 523. Section 831 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 391) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Until 
September 30, 2015,’’ and inserting ‘‘Until 
September 30, 2016,’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2015,’’ and inserting ‘‘September 
30, 2016,’’. 

SEC. 524. The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall require that all contracts of the 
Department of Homeland Security that pro-
vide award fees link such fees to successful 
acquisition outcomes (which outcomes shall 
be specified in terms of cost, schedule, and 
performance). 

SEC. 525. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds provided in 
this or any other Act shall be used to ap-
prove a waiver of the navigation and vessel- 
inspection laws pursuant to 46 U.S.C. 501(b) 
for the transportation of crude oil distrib-
uted from and to the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve until the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, after consultation with the Secre-
taries of the Departments of Energy and 
Transportation and representatives from the 
United States flag maritime industry, takes 
adequate measures to ensure the use of 
United States flag vessels: Provided, That the 
Secretary shall notify the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives, the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives within 2 business days of 
any request for waivers of navigation and 
vessel-inspection laws pursuant to 46 U.S.C. 
501(b). 

SEC. 526. None of the funds made available 
in this Act for U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection may be used to prevent an individual 
not in the business of importing a prescrip-
tion drug (within the meaning of section 
801(g) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act) from importing a prescription 
drug from Canada that complies with the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act: Pro-
vided, That this section shall apply only to 
individuals transporting on their person a 
personal-use quantity of the prescription 
drug, not to exceed a 90-day supply: Provided 
further, That the prescription drug may not 
be— 

(1) a controlled substance, as defined in 
section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act 
(21 U.S.C. 802); or 

(2) a biological product, as defined in sec-
tion 351 of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 262). 

SEC. 527. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used to reduce the Coast Guard’s Oper-
ations Systems Center mission or its govern-
ment-employed or contract staff levels. 

SEC. 528. The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with the Secretary of 
the Treasury, shall notify the Committees 
on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives of any proposed 
transfers of funds available under section 
9703.1(g)(4)(B) of title 31, United States Code 
(as added by Public Law 102–393) from the 
Department of the Treasury Forfeiture Fund 
to any agency within the Department of 
Homeland Security: Provided, That none of 
the funds identified for such a transfer may 
be obligated until the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives approve the proposed trans-
fers. 
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SEC. 529. None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be used for planning, test-
ing, piloting, or developing a national identi-
fication card. 

SEC. 530. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used to conduct, or to imple-
ment the results of, a competition under Of-
fice of Management and Budget Circular A– 
76 for activities performed with respect to 
the Coast Guard National Vessel Documenta-
tion Center. 

SEC. 531. Any official that is required by 
this Act to report or to certify to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives may not dele-
gate such authority to perform that act un-
less specifically authorized herein. 

SEC. 532. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available in this or any 
other Act may be used to transfer, release, 
or assist in the transfer or release to or with-
in the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any 
other detainee who— 

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009, 
at the United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, by the Department of De-
fense. 

SEC. 533. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for first-class travel 
by the employees of agencies funded by this 
Act in contravention of sections 301–10.122 
through 301–10.124 of title 41, Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

SEC. 534. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to employ workers 
described in section 274A(h)(3) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1324a(h)(3)). 

SEC. 535. Funds made available in this Act 
may be used to alter operations within the 
Civil Engineering Program of the Coast 
Guard nationwide, including civil engineer-
ing units, facilities design and construction 
centers, maintenance and logistics com-
mands, and the Coast Guard Academy, ex-
cept that none of the funds provided in this 
Act may be used to reduce operations within 
any civil engineering unit unless specifically 
authorized by a statute enacted after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 536. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this 
Act may be used to pay award or incentive 
fees for contractor performance that has 
been judged to be below satisfactory per-
formance or performance that does not meet 
the basic requirements of a contract. 

SEC. 537. In developing any process to 
screen aviation passengers and crews for 
transportation or national security purposes, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall en-
sure that all such processes take into consid-
eration such passengers’ and crews’ privacy 
and civil liberties consistent with applicable 
laws, regulations, and guidance. 

SEC. 538. (a) Notwithstanding section 
1356(n) of title 8, United States Code, of the 
funds deposited into the Immigration Exami-
nations Fee Account, up to $10,000,000 may be 
allocated by United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services in fiscal year 2016 for 
the purpose of providing an immigrant inte-
gration grants program. 

(b) None of the funds made available to 
United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services for grants for immigrant integra-
tion may be used to provide services to 
aliens who have not been lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence. 

SEC. 539. For an additional amount for the 
‘‘Office of the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment’’, $215,679,000, to remain available until 
expended, for necessary expenses to plan, ac-

quire, design, construct, renovate, reme-
diate, equip, furnish, improve infrastructure, 
and occupy buildings and facilities for the 
Department headquarters consolidation 
project and associated mission support con-
solidation: Provided, That the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives shall receive an expendi-
ture plan not later than 90 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act detailing the 
allocation of these funds. 

SEC. 540. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to enter into any Federal contract un-
less such contract is entered into in accord-
ance with the requirements of subtitle I of 
title 41, United States Code, or chapter 137 of 
title 10, United States Code, and the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation, unless such contract 
is otherwise authorized by statute to be en-
tered into without regard to the above ref-
erenced statutes. 

SEC. 541. (a) For an additional amount for 
financial systems modernization, $52,977,000 
to remain available until September 30, 2017. 

(b) Funds made available in subsection (a) 
for financial systems modernization may be 
transferred by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security between appropriations for the 
same purpose, notwithstanding section 503 of 
this Act. 

(c) No transfer described in subsection (b) 
shall occur until 15 days after the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives are notified of such 
transfer. 

SEC. 542. (a) For an additional amount for 
cybersecurity to safeguard and enhance De-
partment of Homeland Security systems and 
capabilities, $100,000,000 to remain available 
until September 30, 2017. 

(b) Funds made available in subsection (a) 
for cybersecurity may be transferred by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security between ap-
propriations for the same purpose, notwith-
standing section 503 of this Act. 

(c) No transfer described in subsection (b) 
shall occur until 15 days after the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives are notified of such 
transfer. 

SEC. 543. (a) For an additional amount for 
emergent threats from violent extremism 
and from complex, coordinated terrorist at-
tacks, $50,000,000 to remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

(b) Funds made available in subsection (a) 
for emergent threats may be transferred by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security between 
appropriations for the same purpose, not-
withstanding section 503 of this Act. 

(c) No transfer described in subsection (b) 
shall occur until 15 days after the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives are notified of such 
transfer. 

SEC. 544. The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity may transfer to the fund established by 
8 U.S.C. 1101 note, up to $20,000,000 from ap-
propriations available to the Department of 
Homeland Security: Provided, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives 5 days in advance of such 
transfer. 

SEC. 545. The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall ensure enforcement of all immi-
gration laws (as defined in section 101(a)(17) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(17))). 

SEC. 546. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 

State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

SEC. 547. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by a Federal law en-
forcement officer to facilitate the transfer of 
an operable firearm to an individual if the 
Federal law enforcement officer knows or 
suspects that the individual is an agent of a 
drug cartel unless law enforcement personnel 
of the United States continuously monitor 
or control the firearm at all times. 

SEC. 548. None of the funds provided in this 
or any other Act may be obligated to imple-
ment the National Preparedness Grant Pro-
gram or any other successor grant programs 
unless explicitly authorized by Congress. 

SEC. 549. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to provide funding 
for the position of Public Advocate, or a suc-
cessor position, within U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. 

SEC. 550. Section 559(e)(3)(D) of Public Law 
113–76 is amended by striking ‘‘five pilots per 
year’’ and inserting ‘‘10 pilots per year’’. 

SEC. 551. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to pay for the travel 
to or attendance of more than 50 employees 
of a single component of the Department of 
Homeland Security, who are stationed in the 
United States, at a single international con-
ference unless the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, or a designee, determines that such 
attendance is in the national interest and 
notifies the Committees on Appropriations 
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives within at least 10 days of that deter-
mination and the basis for that determina-
tion: Provided, That for purposes of this sec-
tion the term ‘‘international conference’’ 
shall mean a conference occurring outside of 
the United States attended by representa-
tives of the United States Government and 
of foreign governments, international orga-
nizations, or nongovernmental organiza-
tions: Provided further, That the total cost to 
the Department of Homeland Security of any 
such conference shall not exceed $500,000. 

SEC. 552. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to reimburse any 
Federal department or agency for its partici-
pation in a National Special Security Event. 

SEC. 553. With the exception of countries 
with preclearance facilities in service prior 
to 2013, none of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used for new U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection air preclearance 
agreements entering into force after Feb-
ruary 1, 2014, unless: (1) the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, has certified to Congress 
that air preclearance operations at the air-
port provide a homeland or national security 
benefit to the United States; (2) U.S. pas-
senger air carriers are not precluded from 
operating at existing preclearance locations; 
and (3) a U.S. passenger air carrier is oper-
ating at all airports contemplated for estab-
lishment of new air preclearance operations. 

SEC. 554. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used by the 
Administrator of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration to implement, admin-
ister, or enforce, in abrogation of the respon-
sibility described in section 44903(n)(1) of 
title 49, United States Code, any requirement 
that airport operators provide airport-fi-
nanced staffing to monitor exit points from 
the sterile area of any airport at which the 
Transportation Security Administration pro-
vided such monitoring as of December 1, 2013. 

SEC. 555. The administrative law judge an-
nuitants participating in the Senior Admin-
istrative Law Judge Program managed by 
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement under section 3323 of title 5, United 
States Code, shall be available on a tem-
porary reemployment basis to conduct arbi-
trations of disputes arising from delivery of 
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assistance under the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency Public Assistance Pro-
gram. 

SEC. 556. As authorized by section 601(b) of 
the United States-Colombia Trade Pro-
motion Agreement Implementation Act 
(Public Law 112–42) fees collected from pas-
sengers arriving from Canada, Mexico, or an 
adjacent island pursuant to section 
13031(a)(5) of the Consolidated Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 (19 U.S.C. 
58c(a)(5)) shall be available until expended. 

SEC. 557. None of the funds made available 
to the Department of Homeland Security by 
this or any other Act may be obligated for 
any structural pay reform that affects more 
than 100 full-time equivalent employee posi-
tions or costs more than $5,000,000 in a single 
year before the end of the 30-day period be-
ginning on the date on which the Secretary 
of Homeland Security submits to Congress a 
notification that includes— 

(1) the number of full-time equivalent em-
ployee positions affected by such change; 

(2) funding required for such change for the 
current year and through the Future Years 
Homeland Security Program; 

(3) justification for such change; and 
(4) an analysis of compensation alter-

natives to such change that were considered 
by the Department. 

SEC. 558. (a) Any agency receiving funds 
made available in this Act shall, subject to 
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public 
Web site of that agency any report required 
to be submitted by the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives in this Act, upon the deter-
mination by the head of the agency that it 
shall serve the national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises homeland or national security; or 

(2) the report contains proprietary infor-
mation. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has 
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less 
than 45 days except as otherwise specified in 
law. 

SEC. 559. (a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall not— 

(1) establish, collect, or otherwise impose 
any new border crossing fee on individuals 
crossing the Southern border or the North-
ern border at a land port of entry; or 

(2) conduct any study relating to the impo-
sition of a border crossing fee. 

(b) BORDER CROSSING FEE DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘border crossing fee’’ 
means a fee that every pedestrian, cyclist, 
and driver and passenger of a private motor 
vehicle is required to pay for the privilege of 
crossing the Southern border or the North-
ern border at a land port of entry. 

SEC. 560. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, grants awarded to States along 
the Southwest Border of the United States 
under sections 2003 or 2004 of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 604 and 605) 
using funds provided under the heading 
‘‘Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
State and Local Programs’’ in this Act, Pub-
lic Law 114–4, division F of Public Law 113– 
76, or division D of Public Law 113–6 may be 
used by recipients or sub-recipients for costs, 
or reimbursement of costs, related to pro-
viding humanitarian relief to unaccom-
panied alien children and alien adults ac-
companied by an alien minor where they are 
encountered after entering the United 
States, provided that such costs were in-
curred between January 1, 2014, and Decem-
ber 31, 2014, or during the award period of 
performance. 

SEC. 561. (a) Each major acquisition pro-
gram of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, as defined in Department of Homeland 
Security Management Directive 102–2, shall 
meet established acquisition documentation 
requirements for its acquisition program 
baseline established in the Department of 
Homeland Security Instruction Manual 102– 
01–001 and the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Acquisition Instruction/Guidebook 
102–01–001, Appendix K. 

(b) The Department shall report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives in the 
Comprehensive Acquisition Status Report 
and its quarterly updates, required under the 
heading ‘‘Office of the Under Secretary for 
Management’’ of this Act, on any major ac-
quisition program that does not meet such 
documentation requirements and the sched-
ule by which the program will come into 
compliance with these requirements. 

(c) None of the funds made available by 
this or any other Act for any fiscal year may 
be used for a major acquisition program that 
is out of compliance with such documenta-
tion requirements for more than two years 
except that funds may be used solely to come 
into compliance with such documentation 
requirements or to terminate the program. 

SEC. 562. None of the funds appropriated by 
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the 
salaries and expenses of personnel who pre-
pare or submit appropriations language as 
part of the President’s budget proposal to 
the Congress of the United States for pro-
grams under the jurisdiction of the Appro-
priations Subcommittees on the Department 
of Homeland Security that assumes revenues 
or reflects a reduction from the previous 
year due to user fees proposals that have not 
been enacted into law prior to the submis-
sion of the budget unless such budget sub-
mission identifies which additional spending 
reductions should occur in the event the user 
fees proposals are not enacted prior to the 
date of the convening of a committee of con-
ference for the fiscal year 2017 appropriations 
Act. 

SEC. 563. (a) The Secretary of Homeland 
Security may include, in the President’s 
budget proposal for fiscal year 2017, sub-
mitted pursuant to section 1105(a) of title 31, 
United States Code, and accompanying jus-
tification materials, an account structure 
under which each appropriation under each 
agency heading either remains the same as 
fiscal year 2016 or falls within the following 
categories of appropriations: 

(1) Operations and Support. 
(2) Procurements, Construction, and Im-

provements. 
(3) Research and Development. 
(4) Federal Assistance. 
(b) The Under Secretary for Management, 

acting through the Chief Financial Officer, 
shall determine and provide centralized guid-
ance to each agency on how to structure ap-
propriations for purposes of subsection (a). 

(c) Not earlier than October 1, 2016, the ac-
counts designated under subsection (a) may 
be established, and the Secretary of Home-
land Security may execute appropriations of 
the Department as provided pursuant to such 
subsection, including any continuing appro-
priations made available for fiscal year 2017 
before enactment of a regular appropriations 
Act. 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may transfer any appropriation made avail-
able to the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity by any appropriations Acts to the ac-
counts created pursuant to subsection (c) to 
carry out the requirements of such sub-
section, and shall notify the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives within 5 days of each 
transfer. 

(e)(1) Not later than November 1, 2016, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall estab-
lish the preliminary baseline for application 
of reprogramming and transfer authorities 
and submit the report specified in paragraph 
(2) to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

(2) The report required in this subsection 
shall include— 

(A) a delineation of the amount and ac-
count of each transfer made pursuant to sub-
section (c) or (d); 

(B) a table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the President’s 
budget proposal, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if appropriate, adjustments made pur-
suant to the transfer authority in subsection 
(c) or (d), and the fiscal year level; 

(C) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation, adjusted as described in para-
graph (2), both by budget activity and pro-
gram, project, and activity as detailed in the 
Budget Appendix; and 

(D) an identification of funds directed for a 
specific activity. 

(f) The Secretary shall not exercise the au-
thority provided in subsections (c), (d), and 
(e) unless, not later than April 1, 2016, the 
Chief Financial Officer has submitted to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives— 

(1) technical assistance on new legislative 
language in the account structure under sub-
section (a); 

(2) comparison tables of fiscal years 2015, 
2016, and 2017 in the account structure under 
subsection (a); 

(3) cross-component comparisons that the 
account structure under subsection (a) facili-
tates; 

(4) a copy of the interim financial manage-
ment policy manual addressing changes 
made in this Act; 

(5) an outline of the financial management 
policy manual changes necessary for the ac-
count structure under subsection (a); 

(6) proposed changes to transfer and re-
programming requirements, including tech-
nical assistance on legislative language; 

(7) certification by the Chief Financial Of-
ficer that the Department’s financial sys-
tems can report in the new account struc-
ture; and 

(8) a plan for training and implementation 
of the account structure under subsections 
(a) and (c). 

SEC. 564. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be obligated or expended to 
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the 
Senate approves a resolution of ratification 
for the Treaty. 

SEC. 565. Section 214(g)(9)(A) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1184(g)(9)(A)) is amended by striking ‘‘2004, 
2005, or 2006 shall not again be counted to-
ward such limitation during fiscal year 
2007.’’ and inserting ‘‘2013, 2014, or 2015 shall 
not again be counted toward such limitation 
during fiscal year 2016.’’. 

SEC. 566. For an additional amount for 
‘‘U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Sala-
ries and Expenses’’, $14,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, to be reduced by 
amounts collected and credited to this ap-
propriation from amounts authorized to be 
collected by section 286(i) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(i)), 
section 10412 of the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8311), and 
section 817 of the Trade Facilitation and 
Trade Enforcement Act of 2015: Provided, 
That to the extent that amounts realized 
from such collections exceed $14,000,000, 
those amounts in excess of $14,000,000 shall 
be credited to this appropriation and remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
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That this authority is contingent on enact-
ment of the Trade Facilitation and Trade 
Enforcement Act of 2015. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 567. Of the funds appropriated to the 

Department of Homeland Security, the fol-
lowing funds are hereby rescinded from the 
following accounts and programs in the spec-
ified amounts: Provided, That no amounts 
may be rescinded from amounts that were 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 
(Public Law 99–177): 

(1) $27,338,000 from Public Law 109–88; 
(2) $4,188,000 from unobligated prior year 

balances from ‘‘Analysis and Operations’’; 
(3) $7,000,000 from unobligated prior year 

balances from ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Automation Modernization’’; 

(4) $21,856,000 from unobligated prior year 
balances from ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Border Security, Fencing, Infra-
structure, and Technology’’; 

(5) $4,500,000 from unobligated prior year 
balances from ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Construction and Facilities Man-
agement’’; 

(6) $158,414,000 from Public Law 114–4 under 
the heading ‘‘Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, Aviation Security’’; 

(7) $14,000,000 from Public Law 114–4 under 
the heading ‘‘Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, Surface Transportation Secu-
rity’’; 

(8) $5,800,000 from Public Law 112–74 under 
the heading ‘‘Coast Guard, Acquisition, Con-
struction, and Improvements’’; 

(9) $16,445,000 from Public Law 113–76 under 
the heading ‘‘Coast Guard, Acquisition, Con-
struction, and Improvements’’; 

(10) $13,758,918 from ‘‘Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, National Predisaster 
Mitigation Fund’’ account 70 × 0716; 

(11) $393,178 from Public Law 113–6 under 
the heading ‘‘Science and Technology, Re-
search, Development, Acquisition, and Oper-
ations’’; 

(12) $8,500,000 from Public Law 113–76 under 
the heading ‘‘Science and Technology, Re-
search, Development, Acquisition, and Oper-
ations’’; and 

(13) $1,106,822 from Public Law 114–4 under 
the heading ‘‘Science and Technology, Re-
search, Development, Acquisition, and Oper-
ations’’. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 568. Of the funds transferred to the 

Department of Homeland Security when it 
was created in 2003, the following funds are 
hereby rescinded from the following ac-
counts and programs in the specified 
amounts: 

(1) $417,017 from ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Salaries and Expenses’’; 

(2) $15,238 from ‘‘Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, Office of Domestic Pre-
paredness’’; and 

(3) $573,828 from ‘‘Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, National Predisaster Miti-
gation Fund’’. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 569. The following unobligated bal-

ances made available to the Department of 
Homeland Security pursuant to section 505 
of the Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 114–4) are 
rescinded: 

(1) $361,242 from ‘‘Office of the Secretary 
and Executive Management’’; 

(2) $146,547 from ‘‘Office of the Under Sec-
retary for Management’’; 

(3) $25,859 from ‘‘Office of the Chief Finan-
cial Officer’’; 

(4) $507,893 from ‘‘Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer’’; 

(5) $301,637 from ‘‘Analysis and Oper-
ations’’; 

(6) $20,856 from ‘‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’’; 

(7) $598,201 from ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Salaries and Expenses’’; 

(8) $254,322 from ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Automation Modernization’’; 

(9) $450,806 from ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Air and Marine Operations’’; 

(10) $2,461,665 from ‘‘U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, Salaries and Ex-
penses’’; 

(11) $8,653,853 from ‘‘Coast Guard, Oper-
ating Expenses’’; 

(12) $515,040 from ‘‘Coast Guard, Reserve 
Training’’; 

(13) $970,844 from ‘‘Coast Guard, Acquisi-
tion, Construction, and Improvements’’; 

(14) $4,212,971 from ‘‘United States Secret 
Service, Salaries and Expenses’’; 

(15) $27,360 from ‘‘National Protection and 
Programs Directorate, Management and Ad-
ministration’’; 

(16) $188,146 from ‘‘National Protection and 
Programs Directorate, Infrastructure Pro-
tection and Information Security’’; 

(17) $986 from ‘‘National Protection and 
Programs Directorate, Office of Biometric 
Identity Management’’; 

(18) $20,650 from ‘‘Office of Health Affairs’’; 
(19) $236,332 from ‘‘Federal Emergency 

Management Agency, United States Fire Ad-
ministration’’; 

(20) $3,086,173 from ‘‘United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services’’; 

(21) $558,012 from ‘‘Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center, Salaries and Ex-
penses’’; 

(22) $284,796 from ‘‘Science and Technology, 
Management and Administration’’; and 

(23) $83,861 from ‘‘Domestic Nuclear Detec-
tion Office, Management and Administra-
tion’’. 

(RESCISSION) 
SEC. 570. From the unobligated balances 

made available in the Department of the 
Treasury Forfeiture Fund established by sec-
tion 9703 of title 31, United States Code 
(added by section 638 of Public Law 102–393), 
$176,000,000 shall be rescinded. 

(RESCISSION) 
SEC. 571. Of the unobligated balances made 

available to ‘‘Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Disaster Relief Fund’’, 
$1,021,879,000 shall be rescinded: Provided, 
That no amounts may be rescinded from 
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, as amended: Provided fur-
ther, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from the amounts that were designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985. 

SEC. 572. Section 401(b) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) shall 
be applied by substituting ‘‘September 30, 
2016’’ for the date specified in section 106(3) 
of the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016 
(Public Law 114–53). 

SEC. 573. Subclauses 101(a)(27)(C)(ii)(II) and 
(III) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(C)(ii)(II) and (III)) shall 
be applied by substituting ‘‘September 30, 
2016’’ for the date specified in section 106(3) 
of the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016 
(Public Law 114–53). 

SEC. 574. Section 220(c) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Technical Corrections Act of 
1994 (8 U.S.C. 1182 note) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’ for the 
date specified in section 106(3) of the Con-

tinuing Appropriations Act, 2016 (Public Law 
114–53). 

SEC. 575. Section 610(b) of the Departments 
of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judici-
ary, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1993 (8 U.S.C. 1153 note) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’ for the 
date specified in section 106(3) of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2016 (Public Law 
114–53). 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Appropriations 
Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION G—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES 

For necessary expenses for protection, use, 
improvement, development, disposal, cadas-
tral surveying, classification, acquisition of 
easements and other interests in lands, and 
performance of other functions, including 
maintenance of facilities, as authorized by 
law, in the management of lands and their 
resources under the jurisdiction of the Bu-
reau of Land Management, including the 
general administration of the Bureau, and 
assessment of mineral potential of public 
lands pursuant to section 1010(a) of Public 
Law 96–487 (16 U.S.C. 3150(a)), $1,072,675,000, to 
remain available until expended, including 
all such amounts as are collected from per-
mit processing fees, as authorized but made 
subject to future appropriation by section 
35(d)(3)(A)(i) of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 
U.S.C. 191), except that amounts from permit 
processing fees may be used for any bureau- 
related expenses associated with the proc-
essing of oil and gas applications for permits 
to drill and related use of authorizations; of 
which $3,000,000 shall be available in fiscal 
year 2016 subject to a match by at least an 
equal amount by the National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation for cost-shared projects sup-
porting conservation of Bureau lands; and 
such funds shall be advanced to the Founda-
tion as a lump-sum grant without regard to 
when expenses are incurred. 

In addition, $39,696,000 is for Mining Law 
Administration program operations, includ-
ing the cost of administering the mining 
claim fee program, to remain available until 
expended, to be reduced by amounts col-
lected by the Bureau and credited to this ap-
propriation from mining claim maintenance 
fees and location fees that are hereby au-
thorized for fiscal year 2016, so as to result in 
a final appropriation estimated at not more 
than $1,072,675,000, and $2,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, from communica-
tion site rental fees established by the Bu-
reau for the cost of administering commu-
nication site activities. 

LAND ACQUISITION 
For expenses necessary to carry out sec-

tions 205, 206, and 318(d) of Public Law 94–579, 
including administrative expenses and acqui-
sition of lands or waters, or interests there-
in, $38,630,000, to be derived from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund and to remain 
available until expended. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS 
For expenses necessary for management, 

protection, and development of resources and 
for construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of access roads, reforestation, and 
other improvements on the revested Oregon 
and California Railroad grant lands, on other 
Federal lands in the Oregon and California 
land-grant counties of Oregon, and on adja-
cent rights-of-way; and acquisition of lands 
or interests therein, including existing con-
necting roads on or adjacent to such grant 
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lands; $107,734,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That 25 percent of the 
aggregate of all receipts during the current 
fiscal year from the revested Oregon and 
California Railroad grant lands is hereby 
made a charge against the Oregon and Cali-
fornia land-grant fund and shall be trans-
ferred to the General Fund in the Treasury 
in accordance with the second paragraph of 
subsection (b) of title II of the Act of August 
28, 1937 (43 U.S.C. 1181f). 

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 
For rehabilitation, protection, and acquisi-

tion of lands and interests therein, and im-
provement of Federal rangelands pursuant to 
section 401 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1751), not-
withstanding any other Act, sums equal to 50 
percent of all moneys received during the 
prior fiscal year under sections 3 and 15 of 
the Taylor Grazing Act (43 U.S.C. 315b, 315m) 
and the amount designated for range im-
provements from grazing fees and mineral 
leasing receipts from Bankhead-Jones lands 
transferred to the Department of the Inte-
rior pursuant to law, but not less than 
$10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed $600,000 
shall be available for administrative ex-
penses. 
SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES 

For administrative expenses and other 
costs related to processing application docu-
ments and other authorizations for use and 
disposal of public lands and resources, for 
costs of providing copies of official public 
land documents, for monitoring construc-
tion, operation, and termination of facilities 
in conjunction with use authorizations, and 
for rehabilitation of damaged property, such 
amounts as may be collected under Public 
Law 94–579 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and under 
section 28 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 
U.S.C. 185), to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That, notwithstanding any 
provision to the contrary of section 305(a) of 
Public Law 94–579 (43 U.S.C. 1735(a)), any 
moneys that have been or will be received 
pursuant to that section, whether as a result 
of forfeiture, compromise, or settlement, if 
not appropriate for refund pursuant to sec-
tion 305(c) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1735(c)), 
shall be available and may be expended 
under the authority of this Act by the Sec-
retary to improve, protect, or rehabilitate 
any public lands administered through the 
Bureau of Land Management which have 
been damaged by the action of a resource de-
veloper, purchaser, permittee, or any unau-
thorized person, without regard to whether 
all moneys collected from each such action 
are used on the exact lands damaged which 
led to the action: Provided further, That any 
such moneys that are in excess of amounts 
needed to repair damage to the exact land 
for which funds were collected may be used 
to repair other damaged public lands. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS 
In addition to amounts authorized to be 

expended under existing laws, there is hereby 
appropriated such amounts as may be con-
tributed under section 307 of Public Law 94– 
579 (43 U.S.C. 1737), and such amounts as may 
be advanced for administrative costs, sur-
veys, appraisals, and costs of making con-
veyances of omitted lands under section 
211(b) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1721(b)), to re-
main available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
The Bureau of Land Management may 

carry out the operations funded under this 
Act by direct expenditure, contracts, grants, 
cooperative agreements and reimbursable 
agreements with public and private entities, 
including with States. Appropriations for the 
Bureau shall be available for purchase, erec-

tion, and dismantlement of temporary struc-
tures, and alteration and maintenance of 
necessary buildings and appurtenant facili-
ties to which the United States has title; up 
to $100,000 for payments, at the discretion of 
the Secretary, for information or evidence 
concerning violations of laws administered 
by the Bureau; miscellaneous and emergency 
expenses of enforcement activities author-
ized or approved by the Secretary and to be 
accounted for solely on the Secretary’s cer-
tificate, not to exceed $10,000: Provided, That 
notwithstanding Public Law 90–620 (44 U.S.C. 
501), the Bureau may, under cooperative 
cost-sharing and partnership arrangements 
authorized by law, procure printing services 
from cooperators in connection with jointly 
produced publications for which the coopera-
tors share the cost of printing either in cash 
or in services, and the Bureau determines 
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That 
projects to be funded pursuant to a written 
commitment by a State government to pro-
vide an identified amount of money in sup-
port of the project may be carried out by the 
Bureau on a reimbursable basis. Appropria-
tions herein made shall not be available for 
the destruction of healthy, unadopted, wild 
horses and burros in the care of the Bureau 
or its contractors or for the sale of wild 
horses and burros that results in their de-
struction for processing into commercial 
products. 
UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
For necessary expenses of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service, as author-
ized by law, and for scientific and economic 
studies, general administration, and for the 
performance of other authorized functions 
related to such resources, $1,238,771,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $20,515,000 shall be 
used for implementing subsections (a), (b), 
(c), and (e) of section 4 of the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533) (except for 
processing petitions, developing and issuing 
proposed and final regulations, and taking 
any other steps to implement actions de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2)(A), (c)(2)(B)(i), or 
(c)(2)(B)(ii)), of which not to exceed $4,605,000 
shall be used for any activity regarding the 
designation of critical habitat, pursuant to 
subsection (a)(3), excluding litigation sup-
port, for species listed pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1) prior to October 1, 2014; of 
which not to exceed $1,501,000 shall be used 
for any activity regarding petitions to list 
species that are indigenous to the United 
States pursuant to subsections (b)(3)(A) and 
(b)(3)(B); and, of which not to exceed 
$1,504,000 shall be used for implementing sub-
sections (a), (b), (c), and (e) of section 4 of 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 
1533) for species that are not indigenous to 
the United States. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For construction, improvement, acquisi-

tion, or removal of buildings and other fa-
cilities required in the conservation, man-
agement, investigation, protection, and uti-
lization of fish and wildlife resources, and 
the acquisition of lands and interests there-
in; $23,687,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

LAND ACQUISITION 
For expenses necessary to carry out chap-

ter 2003 of title 54, United States Code, in-
cluding administrative expenses, and for ac-
quisition of land or waters, or interest there-
in, in accordance with statutory authority 
applicable to the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, $68,500,000, to be derived 
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
and to remain available until expended, of 

which, notwithstanding section 200306 of 
title 54, United States Code, not more than 
$10,000,000 shall be for land conservation 
partnerships authorized by the Highlands 
Conservation Act of 2004, including not to ex-
ceed $320,000 for administrative expenses: 
Provided, That none of the funds appro-
priated for specific land acquisition projects 
may be used to pay for any administrative 
overhead, planning or other management 
costs. 

COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES 
CONSERVATION FUND 

For expenses necessary to carry out sec-
tion 6 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(16 U.S.C. 1535), $53,495,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $22,695,000 is to 
be derived from the Cooperative Endangered 
Species Conservation Fund; and of which 
$30,800,000 is to be derived from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund. 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FUND 
For expenses necessary to implement the 

Act of October 17, 1978 (16 U.S.C. 715s), 
$13,228,000. 

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION 
FUND 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
provisions of the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4401 et seq.), 
$35,145,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation 
Act (16 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), $3,910,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

African Elephant Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 
4201 et seq.), the Asian Elephant Conserva-
tion Act of 1997 (16 U.S.C. 4261 et seq.), the 
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of 
1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Great Ape 
Conservation Act of 2000 (16 U.S.C. 6301 et 
seq.), and the Marine Turtle Conservation 
Act of 2004 (16 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), $11,061,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS 
For wildlife conservation grants to States 

and to the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, the United States Virgin Islands, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, 
and Indian tribes under the provisions of the 
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 and the Fish 
and Wildlife Coordination Act, for the devel-
opment and implementation of programs for 
the benefit of wildlife and their habitat, in-
cluding species that are not hunted or fished, 
$60,571,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amount pro-
vided herein, $4,084,000 is for a competitive 
grant program for Indian tribes not subject 
to the remaining provisions of this appro-
priation: Provided further, That $5,487,000 is 
for a competitive grant program to imple-
ment approved plans for States, territories, 
and other jurisdictions and at the discretion 
of affected States, the regional Associations 
of fish and wildlife agencies, not subject to 
the remaining provisions of this appropria-
tion: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall, after deducting $9,571,000 and adminis-
trative expenses, apportion the amount pro-
vided herein in the following manner: (1) to 
the District of Columbia and to the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, each a sum equal 
to not more than one-half of 1 percent there-
of; and (2) to Guam, American Samoa, the 
United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
each a sum equal to not more than one- 
fourth of 1 percent thereof: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall apportion the re-
maining amount in the following manner: (1) 
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one-third of which is based on the ratio to 
which the land area of such State bears to 
the total land area of all such States; and (2) 
two-thirds of which is based on the ratio to 
which the population of such State bears to 
the total population of all such States: Pro-
vided further, That the amounts apportioned 
under this paragraph shall be adjusted equi-
tably so that no State shall be apportioned a 
sum which is less than 1 percent of the 
amount available for apportionment under 
this paragraph for any fiscal year or more 
than 5 percent of such amount: Provided fur-
ther, That the Federal share of planning 
grants shall not exceed 75 percent of the 
total costs of such projects and the Federal 
share of implementation grants shall not ex-
ceed 65 percent of the total costs of such 
projects: Provided further, That the non-Fed-
eral share of such projects may not be de-
rived from Federal grant programs: Provided 
further, That any amount apportioned in 2016 
to any State, territory, or other jurisdiction 
that remains unobligated as of September 30, 
2017, shall be reapportioned, together with 
funds appropriated in 2018, in the manner 
provided herein. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice may carry out the operations of Service 
programs by direct expenditure, contracts, 
grants, cooperative agreements and reim-
bursable agreements with public and private 
entities. Appropriations and funds available 
to the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice shall be available for repair of damage to 
public roads within and adjacent to reserva-
tion areas caused by operations of the Serv-
ice; options for the purchase of land at not to 
exceed $1 for each option; facilities incident 
to such public recreational uses on conserva-
tion areas as are consistent with their pri-
mary purpose; and the maintenance and im-
provement of aquaria, buildings, and other 
facilities under the jurisdiction of the Serv-
ice and to which the United States has title, 
and which are used pursuant to law in con-
nection with management, and investigation 
of fish and wildlife resources: Provided, That 
notwithstanding 44 U.S.C. 501, the Service 
may, under cooperative cost sharing and 
partnership arrangements authorized by law, 
procure printing services from cooperators 
in connection with jointly produced publica-
tions for which the cooperators share at 
least one-half the cost of printing either in 
cash or services and the Service determines 
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That 
the Service may accept donated aircraft as 
replacements for existing aircraft: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, 
all fees collected for non-toxic shot review 
and approval shall be deposited under the 
heading ‘‘United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service—Resource Management’’ and shall 
be available to the Secretary, without fur-
ther appropriation, to be used for expenses of 
processing of such non-toxic shot type or 
coating applications and revising regulations 
as necessary, and shall remain available 
until expended. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

For expenses necessary for the manage-
ment, operation, and maintenance of areas 
and facilities administered by the National 
Park Service and for the general administra-
tion of the National Park Service, 
$2,369,596,000, of which $10,001,000 for planning 
and interagency coordination in support of 
Everglades restoration and $99,461,000 for 
maintenance, repair, or rehabilitation 
projects for constructed assets shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That funds appropriated under this heading 

in this Act are available for the purposes of 
section 5 of Public Law 95–348 and section 204 
of Public Law 93–486, as amended by section 
1(3) of Public Law 100–355. 

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION 
For expenses necessary to carry out recre-

ation programs, natural programs, cultural 
programs, heritage partnership programs, 
environmental compliance and review, inter-
national park affairs, and grant administra-
tion, not otherwise provided for, $62,632,000. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND 
For expenses necessary in carrying out the 

National Historic Preservation Act (division 
A of subtitle III of title 54, United States 
Code), $65,410,000, to be derived from the His-
toric Preservation Fund and to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017, of which 
$500,000 is for competitive grants for the sur-
vey and nomination of properties to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and as Na-
tional Historic Landmarks associated with 
communities currently underrepresented, as 
determined by the Secretary, and of which 
$8,000,000 is for competitive grants to pre-
serve the sites and stories of the Civil Rights 
movement: Provided, That such competitive 
grants shall be made without imposing the 
matching requirements in section 302902(b)(3) 
of title 54, United States Code to States and 
Indian tribes as defined in chapter 3003 of 
such title, Native Hawaiian organizations, 
local governments, including Certified Local 
Governments, and nonprofit organizations. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For construction, improvements, repair, or 

replacement of physical facilities, including 
modifications authorized by section 104 of 
the Everglades National Park Protection and 
Expansion Act of 1989 (16 U.S.C. 410r-8), 
$192,937,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, for any project ini-
tially funded in fiscal year 2016 with a future 
phase indicated in the National Park Service 
5–Year Line Item Construction Plan, a single 
procurement may be issued which includes 
the full scope of the project: Provided further, 
That the solicitation and contract shall con-
tain the clause availability of funds found at 
48 CFR 52.232–18: Provided further, That Na-
tional Park Service Donations, Park Conces-
sions Franchise Fees, and Recreation Fees 
may be made available for the cost of adjust-
ments and changes within the original scope 
of effort for projects funded by the National 
Park Service Construction appropriation: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of the 
Interior shall consult with the Committees 
on Appropriations, in accordance with cur-
rent reprogramming thresholds, prior to 
making any charges authorized by this sec-
tion. 

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 
(RESCISSION) 

The contract authority provided for fiscal 
year 2016 by section 200308 of title 54, United 
States Code, is rescinded. 

LAND ACQUISITION AND STATE ASSISTANCE 
For expenses necessary to carry out chap-

ter 2003 of title 54, United States Code, in-
cluding administrative expenses, and for ac-
quisition of lands or waters, or interest 
therein, in accordance with the statutory au-
thority applicable to the National Park 
Service, $173,670,000, to be derived from the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund and to 
remain available until expended, of which 
$110,000,000 is for the State assistance pro-
gram and of which $10,000,000 shall be for the 
American Battlefield Protection Program 
grants as authorized by chapter 3081 of title 
54, United States Code. 

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

provisions of section 101701 of title 54, United 

States Code, relating to challenge cost share 
agreements, $15,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for Centennial Challenge 
projects and programs: Provided, That not 
less than 50 percent of the total cost of each 
project or program shall be derived from 
non-Federal sources in the form of donated 
cash, assets, or a pledge of donation guaran-
teed by an irrevocable letter of credit. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

In addition to other uses set forth in sec-
tion 101917(c)(2) of title 54, United States 
Code, franchise fees credited to a sub-ac-
count shall be available for expenditure by 
the Secretary, without further appropria-
tion, for use at any unit within the National 
Park System to extinguish or reduce liabil-
ity for Possessory Interest or leasehold sur-
render interest. Such funds may only be used 
for this purpose to the extent that the bene-
fitting unit anticipated franchise fee receipts 
over the term of the contract at that unit 
exceed the amount of funds used to extin-
guish or reduce liability. Franchise fees at 
the benefitting unit shall be credited to the 
sub-account of the originating unit over a 
period not to exceed the term of a single con-
tract at the benefitting unit, in the amount 
of funds so expended to extinguish or reduce 
liability. 

For the costs of administration of the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund grants 
authorized by section 105(a)(2)(B) of the Gulf 
of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (Pub-
lic Law 109–432), the National Park Service 
may retain up to 3 percent of the amounts 
which are authorized to be disbursed under 
such section, such retained amounts to re-
main available until expended. 

National Park Service funds may be trans-
ferred to the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA), Department of Transportation, 
for purposes authorized under 23 U.S.C. 204. 
Transfers may include a reasonable amount 
for FHWA administrative support costs. 

In fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, any amounts deposited into the 
National Park Service trust fund accounts 
(31 U.S.C. 1321(a)(l7)–(18)) shall be invested by 
the Secretary of the Treasury in interest 
bearing obligations of the United States to 
the extent such amounts are not, in his judg-
ment, required to meet current withdrawals: 
Provided, That interest earned by such in-
vestments shall be available for obligation 
without further appropriation, to the benefit 
of the project. 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH 

For expenses necessary for the United 
States Geological Survey to perform sur-
veys, investigations, and research covering 
topography, geology, hydrology, biology, and 
the mineral and water resources of the 
United States, its territories and posses-
sions, and other areas as authorized by 43 
U.S.C. 31, 1332, and 1340; classify lands as to 
their mineral and water resources; give engi-
neering supervision to power permittees and 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission li-
censees; administer the minerals exploration 
program (30 U.S.C. 641); conduct inquiries 
into the economic conditions affecting min-
ing and materials processing industries (30 
U.S.C. 3, 21a, and 1603; 50 U.S.C. 98g(1)) and 
related purposes as authorized by law; and to 
publish and disseminate data relative to the 
foregoing activities; $1,062,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017; of which 
$57,637,189 shall remain available until ex-
pended for satellite operations; and of which 
$7,280,000 shall be available until expended 
for deferred maintenance and capital im-
provement projects that exceed $100,000 in 
cost: Provided, That none of the funds pro-
vided for the ecosystem research activity 
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shall be used to conduct new surveys on pri-
vate property, unless specifically authorized 
in writing by the property owner: Provided 
further, That no part of this appropriation 
shall be used to pay more than one-half the 
cost of topographic mapping or water re-
sources data collection and investigations 
carried on in cooperation with States and 
municipalities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

From within the amount appropriated for 
activities of the United States Geological 
Survey such sums as are necessary shall be 
available for contracting for the furnishing 
of topographic maps and for the making of 
geophysical or other specialized surveys 
when it is administratively determined that 
such procedures are in the public interest; 
construction and maintenance of necessary 
buildings and appurtenant facilities; acquisi-
tion of lands for gauging stations and obser-
vation wells; expenses of the United States 
National Committee for Geological Sciences; 
and payment of compensation and expenses 
of persons employed by the Survey duly ap-
pointed to represent the United States in the 
negotiation and administration of interstate 
compacts: Provided, That activities funded 
by appropriations herein made may be ac-
complished through the use of contracts, 
grants, or cooperative agreements as defined 
in section 6302 of title 31, United States 
Code: Provided further, That the United 
States Geological Survey may enter into 
contracts or cooperative agreements directly 
with individuals or indirectly with institu-
tions or nonprofit organizations, without re-
gard to 41 U.S.C. 6101, for the temporary or 
intermittent services of students or recent 
graduates, who shall be considered employ-
ees for the purpose of chapters 57 and 81 of 
title 5, United States Code, relating to com-
pensation for travel and work injuries, and 
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code, 
relating to tort claims, but shall not be con-
sidered to be Federal employees for any 
other purposes. 

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

For expenses necessary for granting leases, 
easements, rights-of-way and agreements for 
use for oil and gas, other minerals, energy, 
and marine-related purposes on the Outer 
Continental Shelf and approving operations 
related thereto, as authorized by law; for en-
vironmental studies, as authorized by law; 
for implementing other laws and to the ex-
tent provided by Presidential or Secretarial 
delegation; and for matching grants or coop-
erative agreements, $170,857,000, of which 
$74,235,000, is to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017 and of which $96,622,000 is to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That this total appropriation shall be re-
duced by amounts collected by the Secretary 
and credited to this appropriation from addi-
tions to receipts resulting from increases to 
lease rental rates in effect on August 5, 1993, 
and from cost recovery fees from activities 
conducted by the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management pursuant to the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act, including studies, 
assessments, analysis, and miscellaneous ad-
ministrative activities: Provided further, 
That the sum herein appropriated shall be 
reduced as such collections are received dur-
ing the fiscal year, so as to result in a final 
fiscal year 2016 appropriation estimated at 
not more than $74,235,000: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $3,000 shall be available 
for reasonable expenses related to promoting 
volunteer beach and marine cleanup activi-
ties. 

BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

OFFSHORE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

For expenses necessary for the regulation 
of operations related to leases, easements, 
rights-of-way and agreements for use for oil 
and gas, other minerals, energy, and marine- 
related purposes on the Outer Continental 
Shelf, as authorized by law; for enforcing and 
implementing laws and regulations as au-
thorized by law and to the extent provided 
by Presidential or Secretarial delegation; 
and for matching grants or cooperative 
agreements, $124,772,000, of which $67,565,000 
is to remain available until September 30, 
2017 and of which $57,207,000 is to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That this 
total appropriation shall be reduced by 
amounts collected by the Secretary and 
credited to this appropriation from additions 
to receipts resulting from increases to lease 
rental rates in effect on August 5, 1993, and 
from cost recovery fees from activities con-
ducted by the Bureau of Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement pursuant to the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act, including stud-
ies, assessments, analysis, and miscellaneous 
administrative activities: Provided further, 
That the sum herein appropriated shall be 
reduced as such collections are received dur-
ing the fiscal year, so as to result in a final 
fiscal year 2016 appropriation estimated at 
not more than $67,565,000. 

For an additional amount, $65,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, to be re-
duced by amounts collected by the Secretary 
and credited to this appropriation, which 
shall be derived from non-refundable inspec-
tion fees collected in fiscal year 2016, as pro-
vided in this Act: Provided, That to the ex-
tent that amounts realized from such inspec-
tion fees exceed $65,000,000, the amounts real-
ized in excess of $65,000,000 shall be credited 
to this appropriation and remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That for fis-
cal year 2016, not less than 50 percent of the 
inspection fees expended by the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement will 
be used to fund personnel and mission-re-
lated costs to expand capacity and expedite 
the orderly development, subject to environ-
mental safeguards, of the Outer Continental 
Shelf pursuant to the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), in-
cluding the review of applications for per-
mits to drill. 

OIL SPILL RESEARCH 
For necessary expenses to carry out title I, 

section 1016, title IV, sections 4202 and 4303, 
title VII, and title VIII, section 8201 of the 
Oil Pollution Act of 1990, $14,899,000, which 
shall be derived from the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND 

ENFORCEMENT 
REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95–87, 
$123,253,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That appropria-
tions for the Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement may provide for 
the travel and per diem expenses of State 
and tribal personnel attending Office of Sur-
face Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
sponsored training. 

In addition, for costs to review, admin-
ister, and enforce permits issued by the Of-
fice pursuant to section 507 of Public Law 95– 
87 (30 U.S.C. 1257), $40,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That fees as-
sessed and collected by the Office pursuant 
to such section 507 shall be credited to this 

account as discretionary offsetting collec-
tions, to remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as collections are received during the 
fiscal year, so as to result in a fiscal year 
2016 appropriation estimated at not more 
than $123,253,000. 

ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 
For necessary expenses to carry out title 

IV of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95–87, 
$27,303,000, to be derived from receipts of the 
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund and to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That pursuant to Public Law 97–365, the De-
partment of the Interior is authorized to use 
up to 20 percent from the recovery of the de-
linquent debt owed to the United States Gov-
ernment to pay for contracts to collect these 
debts: Provided further, That funds made 
available under title IV of Public Law 95–87 
may be used for any required non-Federal 
share of the cost of projects funded by the 
Federal Government for the purpose of envi-
ronmental restoration related to treatment 
or abatement of acid mine drainage from 
abandoned mines: Provided further, That such 
projects must be consistent with the pur-
poses and priorities of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts provided under this head-
ing may be used for the travel and per diem 
expenses of State and tribal personnel at-
tending Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement sponsored training. 

In addition, $90,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for grants to States for rec-
lamation of abandoned mine lands and other 
related activities in accordance with the 
terms and conditions in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided, That such additional amount 
shall be used for economic and community 
development in conjunction with the prior-
ities in section 403(a) of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1233(a)): Provided further, That such 
additional amount shall be distributed in 
equal amounts to the 3 Appalachian States 
with the greatest amount of unfunded needs 
to meet the priorities described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of such section: Provided 
further, That such additional amount shall 
be allocated to States within 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND BUREAU OF 
INDIAN EDUCATION 

OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the operation of 
Indian programs, as authorized by law, in-
cluding the Snyder Act of November 2, 1921 
(25 U.S.C. 13), the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25 
U.S.C. 450 et seq.), the Education Amend-
ments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2001–2019), and the 
Tribally Controlled Schools Act of 1988 (25 
U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), $2,267,924,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, except as 
otherwise provided herein; of which not to 
exceed $8,500 may be for official reception 
and representation expenses; of which not to 
exceed $74,791,000 shall be for welfare assist-
ance payments: Provided, That, in cases of 
designated Federal disasters, the Secretary 
may exceed such cap, from the amounts pro-
vided herein, to provide for disaster relief to 
Indian communities affected by the disaster: 
Provided further, That federally recognized 
Indian tribes and tribal organizations of fed-
erally recognized Indian tribes may use their 
tribal priority allocations for unmet welfare 
assistance costs: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $628,351,000 for school operations 
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costs of Bureau-funded schools and other 
education programs shall become available 
on July 1, 2016, and shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $43,813,000 shall remain 
available until expended for housing im-
provement, road maintenance, attorney fees, 
litigation support, land records improve-
ment, and the Navajo-Hopi Settlement Pro-
gram: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, includ-
ing but not limited to the Indian Self-Deter-
mination Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 450f et seq.) 
and section 1128 of the Education Amend-
ments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2008), not to exceed 
$73,276,000 within and only from such 
amounts made available for school oper-
ations shall be available for administrative 
cost grants associated with grants approved 
prior to July 1, 2016: Provided further, That 
any forestry funds allocated to a federally 
recognized tribe which remain unobligated 
as of September 30, 2017, may be transferred 
during fiscal year 2018 to an Indian forest 
land assistance account established for the 
benefit of the holder of the funds within the 
holder’s trust fund account: Provided further, 
That any such unobligated balances not so 
transferred shall expire on September 30, 
2018: Provided further, That, in order to en-
hance the safety of Bureau field employees, 
the Bureau may use funds to purchase uni-
forms or other identifying articles of cloth-
ing for personnel. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 

For payments to tribes and tribal organi-
zations for contract support costs associated 
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for fiscal year 2016, 
such sums as may be necessary, which shall 
be available for obligation through Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That amounts obli-
gated but not expended by a tribe or tribal 
organization for contract support costs for 
such agreements for the current fiscal year 
shall be applied to contract support costs 
otherwise due for such agreements for subse-
quent fiscal years: Provided further, That, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no amounts made available under this head-
ing shall be available for transfer to another 
budget account. 

CONSTRUCTION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For construction, repair, improvement, 
and maintenance of irrigation and power sys-
tems, buildings, utilities, and other facili-
ties, including architectural and engineering 
services by contract; acquisition of lands, 
and interests in lands; and preparation of 
lands for farming, and for construction of 
the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project pursu-
ant to Public Law 87–483, $193,973,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That such amounts as may be available for 
the construction of the Navajo Indian Irriga-
tion Project may be transferred to the Bu-
reau of Reclamation: Provided further, That 
not to exceed 6 percent of contract authority 
available to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
from the Federal Highway Trust Fund may 
be used to cover the road program manage-
ment costs of the Bureau: Provided further, 
That any funds provided for the Safety of 
Dams program pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 13 shall 
be made available on a nonreimbursable 
basis: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2016, in implementing new construction, re-
placement facilities construction, or facili-
ties improvement and repair project grants 
in excess of $100,000 that are provided to 
grant schools under Public Law 100–297, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall use the Ad-
ministrative and Audit Requirements and 
Cost Principles for Assistance Programs con-

tained in 43 CFR part 12 as the regulatory re-
quirements: Provided further, That such 
grants shall not be subject to section 12.61 of 
43 CFR; the Secretary and the grantee shall 
negotiate and determine a schedule of pay-
ments for the work to be performed: Provided 
further, That in considering grant applica-
tions, the Secretary shall consider whether 
such grantee would be deficient in assuring 
that the construction projects conform to 
applicable building standards and codes and 
Federal, tribal, or State health and safety 
standards as required by 25 U.S.C. 2005(b), 
with respect to organizational and financial 
management capabilities: Provided further, 
That if the Secretary declines a grant appli-
cation, the Secretary shall follow the re-
quirements contained in 25 U.S.C. 2504(f): 
Provided further, That any disputes between 
the Secretary and any grantee concerning a 
grant shall be subject to the disputes provi-
sion in 25 U.S.C. 2507(e): Provided further, 
That in order to ensure timely completion of 
construction projects, the Secretary may as-
sume control of a project and all funds re-
lated to the project, if, within 18 months of 
the date of enactment of this Act, any grant-
ee receiving funds appropriated in this Act 
or in any prior Act, has not completed the 
planning and design phase of the project and 
commenced construction: Provided further, 
That this appropriation may be reimbursed 
from the Office of the Special Trustee for 
American Indians appropriation for the ap-
propriate share of construction costs for 
space expansion needed in agency offices to 
meet trust reform implementation. 
INDIAN LAND AND WATER CLAIM SETTLEMENTS 

AND MISCELLANEOUS PAYMENTS TO INDIANS 
For payments and necessary administra-

tive expenses for implementation of Indian 
land and water claim settlements pursuant 
to Public Laws 99–264, 100–580, 101–618, 111–11, 
and 111–291, and for implementation of other 
land and water rights settlements, 
$49,475,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
For the cost of guaranteed loans and in-

sured loans, $7,748,000, of which $1,062,000 is 
for administrative expenses, as authorized by 
the Indian Financing Act of 1974: Provided, 
That such costs, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974: Provided further, That these funds are 
available to subsidize total loan principal, 
any part of which is to be guaranteed or in-
sured, not to exceed $113,804,510. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs may carry 

out the operation of Indian programs by di-
rect expenditure, contracts, cooperative 
agreements, compacts, and grants, either di-
rectly or in cooperation with States and 
other organizations. 

Notwithstanding 25 U.S.C. 15, the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs may contract for services in 
support of the management, operation, and 
maintenance of the Power Division of the 
San Carlos Irrigation Project. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs for central office oversight and 
Executive Direction and Administrative 
Services (except executive direction and ad-
ministrative services funding for Tribal Pri-
ority Allocations, regional offices, and facili-
ties operations and maintenance) shall be 
available for contracts, grants, compacts, or 
cooperative agreements with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs under the provisions of the In-
dian Self-Determination Act or the Tribal 
Self-Governance Act of 1994 (Public Law 103– 
413). 

In the event any tribe returns appropria-
tions made available by this Act to the Bu-

reau of Indian Affairs, this action shall not 
diminish the Federal Government’s trust re-
sponsibility to that tribe, or the govern-
ment-to-government relationship between 
the United States and that tribe, or that 
tribe’s ability to access future appropria-
tions. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Education, other than the amounts pro-
vided herein for assistance to public schools 
under 25 U.S.C. 452 et seq., shall be available 
to support the operation of any elementary 
or secondary school in the State of Alaska. 

No funds available to the Bureau of Indian 
Education shall be used to support expanded 
grades for any school or dormitory beyond 
the grade structure in place or approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior at each school 
in the Bureau of Indian Education school 
system as of October 1, 1995, except that the 
Secretary of the Interior may waive this pro-
hibition to support expansion of up to one 
additional grade when the Secretary deter-
mines such waiver is needed to support ac-
complishment of the mission of the Bureau 
of Indian Education. Appropriations made 
available in this or any prior Act for schools 
funded by the Bureau shall be available, in 
accordance with the Bureau’s funding for-
mula, only to the schools in the Bureau 
school system as of September 1, 1996, and to 
any school or school program that was rein-
stated in fiscal year 2012. Funds made avail-
able under this Act may not be used to es-
tablish a charter school at a Bureau-funded 
school (as that term is defined in section 1141 
of the Education Amendments of 1978 (25 
U.S.C. 2021)), except that a charter school 
that is in existence on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and that has operated at a 
Bureau-funded school before September 1, 
1999, may continue to operate during that pe-
riod, but only if the charter school pays to 
the Bureau a pro rata share of funds to reim-
burse the Bureau for the use of the real and 
personal property (including buses and vans), 
the funds of the charter school are kept sepa-
rate and apart from Bureau funds, and the 
Bureau does not assume any obligation for 
charter school programs of the State in 
which the school is located if the charter 
school loses such funding. Employees of Bu-
reau-funded schools sharing a campus with a 
charter school and performing functions re-
lated to the charter school’s operation and 
employees of a charter school shall not be 
treated as Federal employees for purposes of 
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, including section 113 of title I of appen-
dix C of Public Law 106–113, if in fiscal year 
2003 or 2004 a grantee received indirect and 
administrative costs pursuant to a distribu-
tion formula based on section 5(f) of Public 
Law 101–301, the Secretary shall continue to 
distribute indirect and administrative cost 
funds to such grantee using the section 5(f) 
distribution formula. 

Funds available under this Act may not be 
used to establish satellite locations of 
schools in the Bureau school system as of 
September 1, 1996, except that the Secretary 
may waive this prohibition in order for an 
Indian tribe to provide language and cultural 
immersion educational programs for non- 
public schools located within the jurisdic-
tional area of the tribal government which 
exclusively serve tribal members, do not in-
clude grades beyond those currently served 
at the existing Bureau-funded school, pro-
vide an educational environment with educa-
tor presence and academic facilities com-
parable to the Bureau-funded school, comply 
with all applicable Tribal, Federal, or State 
health and safety standards, and the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, and demonstrate 
the benefits of establishing operations at a 
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satellite location in lieu of incurring ex-
traordinary costs, such as for transportation 
or other impacts to students such as those 
caused by busing students extended dis-
tances: Provided, That no funds available 
under this Act may be used to fund oper-
ations, maintenance, rehabilitation, con-
struction or other facilities-related costs for 
such assets that are not owned by the Bu-
reau: Provided further, That the term ‘‘sat-
ellite school’’ means a school location phys-
ically separated from the existing Bureau 
school by more than 50 miles but that forms 
part of the existing school in all other re-
spects. 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses for management of 
the Department of the Interior, including 
the collection and disbursement of royalties, 
fees, and other mineral revenue proceeds, 
and for grants and cooperative agreements, 
as authorized by law, $721,769,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017; of which 
not to exceed $15,000 may be for official re-
ception and representation expenses; and of 
which up to $1,000,000 shall be available for 
workers compensation payments and unem-
ployment compensation payments associated 
with the orderly closure of the United States 
Bureau of Mines; and of which $12,618,000 for 
the Office of Valuation Services is to be de-
rived from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund and shall remain available until ex-
pended; and of which $38,300,000 shall remain 
available until expended for the purpose of 
mineral revenue management activities: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, $15,000 under this heading shall 
be available for refunds of overpayments in 
connection with certain Indian leases in 
which the Secretary concurred with the 
claimed refund due, to pay amounts owed to 
Indian allottees or tribes, or to correct prior 
unrecoverable erroneous payments. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

For fiscal year 2016, up to $400,000 of the 
payments authorized by the Act of October 
20, 1976 (31 U.S.C. 6901–6907) may be retained 
for administrative expenses of the Payments 
in Lieu of Taxes Program: Provided, That no 
payment shall be made pursuant to that Act 
to otherwise eligible units of local govern-
ment if the computed amount of the pay-
ment is less than $100: Provided further, That 
the Secretary may reduce the payment au-
thorized by 31 U.S.C. 6901–6907 for an indi-
vidual county by the amount necessary to 
correct prior year overpayments to that 
county: Provided further, That the amount 
needed to correct a prior year underpayment 
to an individual county shall be paid from 
any reductions for overpayments to other 
counties and the amount necessary to cover 
any remaining underpayment is hereby ap-
propriated and shall be paid to individual 
counties: Provided further, That of the total 
amount made available by this title for ‘‘Of-
fice of the Secretary—Departmental Oper-
ations’’, $452,000,000 shall be available to the 
Secretary of the Interior for an additional 
amount for fiscal year 2016 for payments in 
lieu of taxes under chapter 69 of title 31, 
United States Code. 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES 

For expenses necessary for assistance to 
territories under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of the Interior and other jurisdic-
tions identified in section 104(e) of Public 
Law 108–188, $86,976,000, of which: (1) 
$77,528,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for territorial assistance, including 
general technical assistance, maintenance 

assistance, disaster assistance, coral reef ini-
tiative activities, and brown tree snake con-
trol and research; grants to the judiciary in 
American Samoa for compensation and ex-
penses, as authorized by law (48 U.S.C. 
1661(c)); grants to the Government of Amer-
ican Samoa, in addition to current local rev-
enues, for construction and support of gov-
ernmental functions; grants to the Govern-
ment of the Virgin Islands as authorized by 
law; grants to the Government of Guam, as 
authorized by law; and grants to the Govern-
ment of the Northern Mariana Islands as au-
thorized by law (Public Law 94–241; 90 Stat. 
272); and (2) $9,448,000 shall be available until 
September 30, 2017, for salaries and expenses 
of the Office of Insular Affairs: Provided, 
That all financial transactions of the terri-
torial and local governments herein provided 
for, including such transactions of all agen-
cies or instrumentalities established or used 
by such governments, may be audited by the 
Government Accountability Office, at its 
discretion, in accordance with chapter 35 of 
title 31, United States Code: Provided further, 
That Northern Mariana Islands Covenant 
grant funding shall be provided according to 
those terms of the Agreement of the Special 
Representatives on Future United States Fi-
nancial Assistance for the Northern Mariana 
Islands approved by Public Law 104–134: Pro-
vided further, That the funds for the program 
of operations and maintenance improvement 
are appropriated to institutionalize routine 
operations and maintenance improvement of 
capital infrastructure with territorial par-
ticipation and cost sharing to be determined 
by the Secretary based on the grantee’s com-
mitment to timely maintenance of its cap-
ital assets: Provided further, That any appro-
priation for disaster assistance under this 
heading in this Act or previous appropria-
tions Acts may be used as non-Federal 
matching funds for the purpose of hazard 
mitigation grants provided pursuant to sec-
tion 404 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170c). 

COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION 

For grants and necessary expenses, 
$3,318,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, as provided for in sections 221(a)(2) 
and 233 of the Compact of Free Association 
for the Republic of Palau; and section 
221(a)(2) of the Compacts of Free Association 
for the Government of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and the Federated States of 
Micronesia, as authorized by Public Law 99– 
658 and Public Law 108–188. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

At the request of the Governor of Guam, 
the Secretary may transfer discretionary 
funds or mandatory funds provided under 
section 104(e) of Public Law 108–188 and Pub-
lic Law 104–134, that are allocated for Guam, 
to the Secretary of Agriculture for the sub-
sidy cost of direct or guaranteed loans, plus 
not to exceed three percent of the amount of 
the subsidy transferred for the cost of loan 
administration, for the purposes authorized 
by the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 and 
section 306(a)(1) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act for construction 
and repair projects in Guam, and such funds 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That such costs, including the cost of 
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974: Provided further, That such loans or 
loan guarantees may be made without regard 
to the population of the area, credit else-
where requirements, and restrictions on the 
types of eligible entities under the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 and section 
306(a)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 

Development Act: Provided further, That any 
funds transferred to the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall be in addition to funds other-
wise made available to make or guarantee 
loans under such authorities. 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Solicitor, $65,800,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $50,047,000. 

OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL TRUSTEE FOR 
AMERICAN INDIANS 

FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the operation of trust programs for In-
dians by direct expenditure, contracts, coop-
erative agreements, compacts, and grants, 
$139,029,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $22,120,000 
from this or any other Act, may be available 
for historical accounting: Provided, That 
funds for trust management improvements 
and litigation support may, as needed, be 
transferred to or merged with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation, ‘‘Operation of Indian Programs’’ ac-
count; the Office of the Solicitor, ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses’’ account; and the Office of the 
Secretary, ‘‘Departmental Operations’’ ac-
count: Provided further, That funds made 
available through contracts or grants obli-
gated during fiscal year 2016, as authorized 
by the Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975 
(25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.), shall remain available 
until expended by the contractor or grantee: 
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary shall 
not be required to provide a quarterly state-
ment of performance for any Indian trust ac-
count that has not had activity for at least 
15 months and has a balance of $15 or less: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
issue an annual account statement and 
maintain a record of any such accounts and 
shall permit the balance in each such ac-
count to be withdrawn upon the express writ-
ten request of the account holder: Provided 
further, That not to exceed $50,000 is avail-
able for the Secretary to make payments to 
correct administrative errors of either dis-
bursements from or deposits to Individual 
Indian Money or Tribal accounts after Sep-
tember 30, 2002: Provided further, That erro-
neous payments that are recovered shall be 
credited to and remain available in this ac-
count for this purpose: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall not be required to rec-
oncile Special Deposit Accounts with a bal-
ance of less than $500 unless the Office of the 
Special Trustee receives proof of ownership 
from a Special Deposit Accounts claimant. 

DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS 
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for fire prepared-

ness, fire suppression operations, fire science 
and research, emergency rehabilitation, haz-
ardous fuels management activities, and 
rural fire assistance by the Department of 
the Interior, $816,745,000, to remain available 
until expended, of which not to exceed 
$6,427,000 shall be for the renovation or con-
struction of fire facilities: Provided, That 
such funds are also available for repayment 
of advances to other appropriation accounts 
from which funds were previously trans-
ferred for such purposes: Provided further, 
That of the funds provided $170,000,000 is for 
hazardous fuels management activities: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds provided 
$18,970,000 is for burned area rehabilitation: 
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Provided further, That persons hired pursuant 
to 43 U.S.C. 1469 may be furnished subsist-
ence and lodging without cost from funds 
available from this appropriation: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding 42 U.S.C. 
1856d, sums received by a bureau or office of 
the Department of the Interior for fire pro-
tection rendered pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1856 et 
seq., protection of United States property, 
may be credited to the appropriation from 
which funds were expended to provide that 
protection, and are available without fiscal 
year limitation: Provided further, That using 
the amounts designated under this title of 
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior may 
enter into procurement contracts, grants, or 
cooperative agreements, for hazardous fuels 
management and resilient landscapes activi-
ties, and for training and monitoring associ-
ated with such hazardous fuels management 
and resilient landscapes activities on Fed-
eral land, or on adjacent non-Federal land 
for activities that benefit resources on Fed-
eral land: Provided further, That the costs of 
implementing any cooperative agreement be-
tween the Federal Government and any non- 
Federal entity may be shared, as mutually 
agreed on by the affected parties: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding requirements 
of the Competition in Contracting Act, the 
Secretary, for purposes of hazardous fuels 
management and resilient landscapes activi-
ties, may obtain maximum practicable com-
petition among: (1) local private, nonprofit, 
or cooperative entities; (2) Youth Conserva-
tion Corps crews, Public Lands Corps (Public 
Law 109–154), or related partnerships with 
State, local, or nonprofit youth groups; (3) 
small or micro-businesses; or (4) other enti-
ties that will hire or train locally a signifi-
cant percentage, defined as 50 percent or 
more, of the project workforce to complete 
such contracts: Provided further, That in im-
plementing this section, the Secretary shall 
develop written guidance to field units to en-
sure accountability and consistent applica-
tion of the authorities provided herein: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under 
this heading may be used to reimburse the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the National Marine Fisheries Service for 
the costs of carrying out their responsibil-
ities under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to consult and 
conference, as required by section 7 of such 
Act, in connection with wildland fire man-
agement activities: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of the Interior may use 
wildland fire appropriations to enter into 
leases of real property with local govern-
ments, at or below fair market value, to con-
struct capitalized improvements for fire fa-
cilities on such leased properties, including 
but not limited to fire guard stations, re-
tardant stations, and other initial attack 
and fire support facilities, and to make ad-
vance payments for any such lease or for 
construction activity associated with the 
lease: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture 
may authorize the transfer of funds appro-
priated for wildland fire management, in an 
aggregate amount not to exceed $50,000,000, 
between the Departments when such trans-
fers would facilitate and expedite wildland 
fire management programs and projects: Pro-
vided further, That funds provided for wildfire 
suppression shall be available for support of 
Federal emergency response actions: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under 
this heading shall be available for assistance 
to or through the Department of State in 
connection with forest and rangeland re-
search, technical information, and assist-
ance in foreign countries, and, with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State, shall be 
available to support forestry, wildland fire 
management, and related natural resource 

activities outside the United States and its 
territories and possessions, including tech-
nical assistance, education and training, and 
cooperation with United States and inter-
national organizations. 
FLAME WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION RESERVE FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for large fire sup-

pression operations of the Department of the 
Interior and as a reserve fund for suppression 
and Federal emergency response activities, 
$177,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such amounts are 
only available for transfer to the ‘‘Wildland 
Fire Management’’ account following a dec-
laration by the Secretary in accordance with 
section 502 of the FLAME Act of 2009 (43 
U.S.C. 1748a). 

CENTRAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FUND 
For necessary expenses of the Department 

of the Interior and any of its component of-
fices and bureaus for the response action, in-
cluding associated activities, performed pur-
suant to the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), $10,010,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 
AND RESTORATION 

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FUND 
To conduct natural resource damage as-

sessment, restoration activities, and onshore 
oil spill preparedness by the Department of 
the Interior necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et 
seq.), and Public Law 101–337 (16 U.S.C. 19jj et 
seq.), $7,767,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
For the operation and maintenance of a de-

partmental financial and business manage-
ment system, information technology im-
provements of general benefit to the Depart-
ment, and the consolidation of facilities and 
operations throughout the Department, 
$67,100,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That none of the funds ap-
propriated in this Act or any other Act may 
be used to establish reserves in the Working 
Capital Fund account other than for accrued 
annual leave and depreciation of equipment 
without prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate: Provided further, That 
the Secretary may assess reasonable charges 
to State, local and tribal government em-
ployees for training services provided by the 
National Indian Program Training Center, 
other than training related to Public Law 93– 
638: Provided further, That the Secretary may 
lease or otherwise provide space and related 
facilities, equipment or professional services 
of the National Indian Program Training 
Center to State, local and tribal government 
employees or persons or organizations en-
gaged in cultural, educational, or rec-
reational activities (as defined in section 
3306(a) of title 40, United States Code) at the 
prevailing rate for similar space, facilities, 
equipment, or services in the vicinity of the 
National Indian Program Training Center: 
Provided further, That all funds received pur-
suant to the two preceding provisos shall be 
credited to this account, shall be available 
until expended, and shall be used by the Sec-
retary for necessary expenses of the National 
Indian Program Training Center: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may enter into 
grants and cooperative agreements to sup-
port the Office of Natural Resource Reve-
nue’s collection and disbursement of royal-

ties, fees, and other mineral revenue pro-
ceeds, as authorized by law. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
There is hereby authorized for acquisition 

from available resources within the Working 
Capital Fund, aircraft which may be ob-
tained by donation, purchase or through 
available excess surplus property: Provided, 
That existing aircraft being replaced may be 
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value 
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY—INTRA- 

BUREAU 
SEC. 101. Appropriations made in this title 

shall be available for expenditure or transfer 
(within each bureau or office), with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, for the emergency 
reconstruction, replacement, or repair of air-
craft, buildings, utilities, or other facilities 
or equipment damaged or destroyed by fire, 
flood, storm, or other unavoidable causes: 
Provided, That no funds shall be made avail-
able under this authority until funds specifi-
cally made available to the Department of 
the Interior for emergencies shall have been 
exhausted: Provided further, That all funds 
used pursuant to this section must be replen-
ished by a supplemental appropriation, 
which must be requested as promptly as pos-
sible. 

EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY— 
DEPARTMENT-WIDE 

SEC. 102. The Secretary may authorize the 
expenditure or transfer of any no year appro-
priation in this title, in addition to the 
amounts included in the budget programs of 
the several agencies, for the suppression or 
emergency prevention of wildland fires on or 
threatening lands under the jurisdiction of 
the Department of the Interior; for the emer-
gency rehabilitation of burned-over lands 
under its jurisdiction; for emergency actions 
related to potential or actual earthquakes, 
floods, volcanoes, storms, or other unavoid-
able causes; for contingency planning subse-
quent to actual oil spills; for response and 
natural resource damage assessment activi-
ties related to actual oil spills or releases of 
hazardous substances into the environment; 
for the prevention, suppression, and control 
of actual or potential grasshopper and Mor-
mon cricket outbreaks on lands under the ju-
risdiction of the Secretary, pursuant to the 
authority in section 417(b) of Public Law 106– 
224 (7 U.S.C. 7717(b)); for emergency reclama-
tion projects under section 410 of Public Law 
95–87; and shall transfer, from any no year 
funds available to the Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, such 
funds as may be necessary to permit assump-
tion of regulatory authority in the event a 
primacy State is not carrying out the regu-
latory provisions of the Surface Mining Act: 
Provided, That appropriations made in this 
title for wildland fire operations shall be 
available for the payment of obligations in-
curred during the preceding fiscal year, and 
for reimbursement to other Federal agencies 
for destruction of vehicles, aircraft, or other 
equipment in connection with their use for 
wildland fire operations, such reimburse-
ment to be credited to appropriations cur-
rently available at the time of receipt there-
of: Provided further, That for wildland fire op-
erations, no funds shall be made available 
under this authority until the Secretary de-
termines that funds appropriated for 
‘‘wildland fire operations’’ and ‘‘FLAME 
Wildfire Suppression Reserve Fund’’ shall be 
exhausted within 30 days: Provided further, 
That all funds used pursuant to this section 
must be replenished by a supplemental ap-
propriation, which must be requested as 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9522 December 17, 2015 
promptly as possible: Provided further, That 
such replenishment funds shall be used to re-
imburse, on a pro rata basis, accounts from 
which emergency funds were transferred. 

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 103. Appropriations made to the De-

partment of the Interior in this title shall be 
available for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, when 
authorized by the Secretary, in total amount 
not to exceed $500,000; purchase and replace-
ment of motor vehicles, including specially 
equipped law enforcement vehicles; hire, 
maintenance, and operation of aircraft; hire 
of passenger motor vehicles; purchase of re-
prints; payment for telephone service in pri-
vate residences in the field, when authorized 
under regulations approved by the Secretary; 
and the payment of dues, when authorized by 
the Secretary, for library membership in so-
cieties or associations which issue publica-
tions to members only or at a price to mem-
bers lower than to subscribers who are not 
members. 

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS, INDIAN TRUST 
MANAGEMENT 

SEC. 104. Appropriations made in this Act 
under the headings Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and Bureau of Indian Education, and Office 
of the Special Trustee for American Indians 
and any unobligated balances from prior ap-
propriations Acts made under the same head-
ings shall be available for expenditure or 
transfer for Indian trust management and re-
form activities. Total funding for historical 
accounting activities shall not exceed 
amounts specifically designated in this Act 
for such purpose. 
REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS, BUREAU OF INDIAN 

AFFAIRS 
SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized to redistribute any Tribal Pri-
ority Allocation funds, including tribal base 
funds, to alleviate tribal funding inequities 
by transferring funds to address identified, 
unmet needs, dual enrollment, overlapping 
service areas or inaccurate distribution 
methodologies. No tribe shall receive a re-
duction in Tribal Priority Allocation funds 
of more than 10 percent in fiscal year 2016. 
Under circumstances of dual enrollment, 
overlapping service areas or inaccurate dis-
tribution methodologies, the 10 percent limi-
tation does not apply. 

ELLIS, GOVERNORS, AND LIBERTY ISLANDS 
SEC. 106. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized to acquire lands, waters, or inter-
ests therein including the use of all or part 
of any pier, dock, or landing within the 
State of New York and the State of New Jer-
sey, for the purpose of operating and main-
taining facilities in the support of transpor-
tation and accommodation of visitors to 
Ellis, Governors, and Liberty Islands, and of 
other program and administrative activities, 
by donation or with appropriated funds, in-
cluding franchise fees (and other monetary 
consideration), or by exchange; and the Sec-
retary is authorized to negotiate and enter 
into leases, subleases, concession contracts 
or other agreements for the use of such fa-
cilities on such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary may determine reasonable. 

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF INSPECTION FEES 
SEC. 107. (a) In fiscal year 2016, the Sec-

retary shall collect a nonrefundable inspec-
tion fee, which shall be deposited in the ‘‘Off-
shore Safety and Environmental Enforce-
ment’’ account, from the designated operator 
for facilities subject to inspection under 43 
U.S.C. 1348(c). 

(b) Annual fees shall be collected for facili-
ties that are above the waterline, excluding 

drilling rigs, and are in place at the start of 
the fiscal year. Fees for fiscal year 2016 shall 
be: 

(1) $10,500 for facilities with no wells, but 
with processing equipment or gathering 
lines; 

(2) $17,000 for facilities with 1 to 10 wells, 
with any combination of active or inactive 
wells; and 

(3) $31,500 for facilities with more than 10 
wells, with any combination of active or in-
active wells. 

(c) Fees for drilling rigs shall be assessed 
for all inspections completed in fiscal year 
2016. Fees for fiscal year 2016 shall be: 

(1) $30,500 per inspection for rigs operating 
in water depths of 500 feet or more; and 

(2) $16,700 per inspection for rigs operating 
in water depths of less than 500 feet. 

(d) The Secretary shall bill designated op-
erators under subsection (b) within 60 days, 
with payment required within 30 days of bill-
ing. The Secretary shall bill designated oper-
ators under subsection (c) within 30 days of 
the end of the month in which the inspection 
occurred, with payment required within 30 
days of billing. 
BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT, REG-

ULATION AND ENFORCEMENT REORGANIZATION 
SEC. 108. The Secretary of the Interior, in 

order to implement a reorganization of the 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regu-
lation and Enforcement, may transfer funds 
among and between the successor offices and 
bureaus affected by the reorganization only 
in conformance with the reprogramming 
guidelines described in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 
CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS FOR WILD HORSE 

AND BURRO HOLDING FACILITIES 
SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior 
may enter into multiyear cooperative agree-
ments with nonprofit organizations and 
other appropriate entities, and may enter 
into multiyear contracts in accordance with 
the provisions of section 3903 of title 41, 
United States Code (except that the 5-year 
term restriction in subsection (a) shall not 
apply), for the long-term care and mainte-
nance of excess wild free roaming horses and 
burros by such organizations or entities on 
private land. Such cooperative agreements 
and contracts may not exceed 10 years, sub-
ject to renewal at the discretion of the Sec-
retary. 

MASS MARKING OF SALMONIDS 
SEC. 110. The United States Fish and Wild-

life Service shall, in carrying out its respon-
sibilities to protect threatened and endan-
gered species of salmon, implement a system 
of mass marking of salmonid stocks, in-
tended for harvest, that are released from 
federally operated or federally financed 
hatcheries including but not limited to fish 
releases of coho, chinook, and steelhead spe-
cies. Marked fish must have a visible mark 
that can be readily identified by commercial 
and recreational fishers. 

EXHAUSTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 
SEC. 111. Paragraph (1) of section 122(a) of 

division E of Public Law 112–74 (125 Stat. 
1013) is amended by striking ‘‘through 2016,’’ 
in the first sentence and inserting ‘‘through 
2018,’’. 

WILD LANDS FUNDING PROHIBITION 
SEC. 112. None of the funds made available 

in this Act or any other Act may be used to 
implement, administer, or enforce Secre-
tarial Order No. 3310 issued by the Secretary 
of the Interior on December 22, 2010: Pro-
vided, That nothing in this section shall re-
strict the Secretary’s authorities under sec-

tions 201 and 202 of the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1711 
and 1712). 

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION OPERATED 
SCHOOLS 

SEC. 113. Section 115(d) of division E of 
Public Law 112–74 (25 U.S.C. 2000 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting 
‘‘2027’’. 

VOLUNTEERS IN PARKS 
SEC. 114. Section 102301(d) of title 54, 

United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘$3,500,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$7,000,000’’. 

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS WITH INDIAN 
AFFAIRS 

SEC. 115. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2016, in car-
rying out work involving cooperation with 
State, local, and tribal governments or any 
political subdivision thereof, Indian Affairs 
may record obligations against accounts re-
ceivable from any such entities, except that 
total obligations at the end of the fiscal year 
shall not exceed total budgetary resources 
available at the end of the fiscal year. 

HERITAGE AREAS 
SEC. 116. (a) Section 157(h)(1) of title I of 

Public Law 106–291 (16 U.S.C. 461 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘$11,000,000’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘$13,000,000’’. 

(b) Division II of Public Law 104–333 (16 
U.S.C. 461 note) is amended— 

(1) in sections 409(a), 508(a), and 812(a) by 
striking ‘‘$15,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$17,000,000’’; and 

(2) in sections 208, 310, and 607 by striking 
‘‘2015’’ and inserting ‘‘2017’’. 

SAGE-GROUSE 
SEC. 117. None of the funds made available 

by this or any other Act may be used by the 
Secretary of the Interior to write or issue 
pursuant to section 4 of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533)— 

(1) a proposed rule for greater sage-grouse 
(Centrocercus urophasianus); 

(2) a proposed rule for the Columbia basin 
distinct population segment of greater sage- 
grouse. 

ONSHORE PAY AUTHORITY EXTENSION 
SEC. 118. For fiscal year 2016, funds made 

available in this title for the Bureau of Land 
Management and the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs may be used by the Secretary of the In-
terior to establish higher minimum rates of 
basic pay for employees of the Department of 
the Interior carrying out the inspection and 
regulation of onshore oil and gas operations 
on public lands in the Petroleum Engineer 
(GS–0881) and Petroleum Engineering Tech-
nician (GS–0802) job series at grades 5 
through 14 at rates no greater than 25 per-
cent above the minimum rates of basic pay 
normally scheduled, and such higher rates 
shall be consistent with subsections (e) 
through (h) of section 5305 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

REPUBLIC OF PALAU 
SEC. 119. (a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to sub-

section (c), the United States Government, 
through the Secretary of the Interior shall 
provide to the Government of Palau for fis-
cal year 2016 grants in amounts equal to the 
annual amounts specified in subsections (a), 
(c), and (d) of section 211 of the Compact of 
Free Association between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of Palau (48 U.S.C. 1931 note) (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Compact’’). 

(b) PROGRAMMATIC ASSISTANCE.—Subject to 
subsection (c), the United States shall pro-
vide programmatic assistance to the Repub-
lic of Palau for fiscal year 2016 in amounts 
equal to the amounts provided in subsections 
(a) and (b)(1) of section 221 of the Compact. 
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(c) LIMITATIONS ON ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The grants and pro-

grammatic assistance provided under sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall be provided to the 
same extent and in the same manner as the 
grants and assistance were provided in fiscal 
year 2009. 

(2) TRUST FUND.—If the Government of 
Palau withdraws more than $5,000,000 from 
the trust fund established under section 
211(f) of the Compact, amounts to be pro-
vided under subsections (a) and (b) shall be 
withheld from the Government of Palau. 

WILDLIFE RESTORATION EXTENSION OF 
INVESTMENT OF UNEXPENDED AMOUNTS 

SEC. 120. Section 3(b)(2)(C) of the Pittman- 
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 
U.S.C. 669b(b)(2)(C)) is amended by striking 
‘‘2016’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’. 

PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 121. (a) Any proposed new use of the 

Arizona & California Railroad Company’s 
Right of Way for conveyance of water shall 
not proceed unless the Secretary of the Inte-
rior certifies that the proposed new use is 
within the scope of the Right of Way. 

(b) No funds appropriated or otherwise 
made available to the Department of the In-
terior may be used, in relation to any pro-
posal to store water underground for the pur-
pose of export, for approval of any right-of- 
way or similar authorization on the Mojave 
National Preserve or lands managed by the 
Needles Field Office of the Bureau of Land 
Management, or for carrying out any activi-
ties associated with such right-of-way or 
similar approval. 

TITLE II 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
For science and technology, including re-

search and development activities, which 
shall include research and development ac-
tivities under the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980; necessary expenses for per-
sonnel and related costs and travel expenses; 
procurement of laboratory equipment and 
supplies; and other operating expenses in 
support of research and development, 
$734,648,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That of the funds 
included under this heading, $14,100,000 shall 
be for Research: National Priorities as speci-
fied in the explanatory statement described 
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division 
A of this consolidated Act). 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT 

For environmental programs and manage-
ment, including necessary expenses, not oth-
erwise provided for, for personnel and related 
costs and travel expenses; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; hire, maintenance, and oper-
ation of aircraft; purchase of reprints; li-
brary memberships in societies or associa-
tions which issue publications to members 
only or at a price to members lower than to 
subscribers who are not members; adminis-
trative costs of the brownfields program 
under the Small Business Liability Relief 
and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2002; 
and not to exceed $9,000 for official reception 
and representation expenses, $2,613,679,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017: 
Provided, That of the funds included under 
this heading, $12,700,000 shall be for Environ-
mental Protection: National Priorities as 
specified in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act): Provided 
further, That of the funds included under this 
heading, $427,737,000 shall be for Geographic 
Programs specified in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 

HAZARDOUS WASTE ELECTRONIC MANIFEST 
SYSTEM FUND 

For necessary expenses to carry out sec-
tion 3024 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 
U.S.C. 6939g), including the development, op-
eration, maintenance, and upgrading of the 
hazardous waste electronic manifest system 
established by such section, $3,674,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2018. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$41,489,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For construction, repair, improvement, ex-

tension, alteration, and purchase of fixed 
equipment or facilities of, or for use by, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
$42,317,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA), including sections 111(c)(3), (c)(5), 
(c)(6), and (e)(4) (42 U.S.C. 9611) $1,088,769,000, 
to remain available until expended, con-
sisting of such sums as are available in the 
Trust Fund on September 30, 2015, as author-
ized by section 517(a) of the Superfund 
Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 
1986 (SARA) and up to $1,088,769,000 as a pay-
ment from general revenues to the Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund for purposes as 
authorized by section 517(b) of SARA: Pro-
vided, That funds appropriated under this 
heading may be allocated to other Federal 
agencies in accordance with section 111(a) of 
CERCLA: Provided further, That of the funds 
appropriated under this heading, $9,939,000 
shall be paid to the ‘‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’’ appropriation to remain available until 
September 30, 2017, and $18,850,000 shall be 
paid to the ‘‘Science and Technology’’ appro-
priation to remain available until September 
30, 2017. 
LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST 

FUND PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses to carry out leak-

ing underground storage tank cleanup activi-
ties authorized by subtitle I of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act, $91,941,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which $66,572,000 
shall be for carrying out leaking under-
ground storage tank cleanup activities au-
thorized by section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act; $25,369,000 shall be for carrying 
out the other provisions of the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act specified in section 9508(c) of 
the Internal Revenue Code: Provided, That 
the Administrator is authorized to use ap-
propriations made available under this head-
ing to implement section 9013 of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act to provide financial as-
sistance to federally recognized Indian tribes 
for the development and implementation of 
programs to manage underground storage 
tanks. 

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAMS 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s respon-
sibilities under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 
$18,209,000, to be derived from the Oil Spill 
Liability trust fund, to remain available 
until expended. 

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For environmental programs and infra-

structure assistance, including capitaliza-
tion grants for State revolving funds and 
performance partnership grants, 
$3,518,161,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which— 

(1) $1,393,887,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Clean Water State 
Revolving Funds under title VI of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act; and of 
which $863,233,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Funds under section 1452 of 
the Safe Drinking Water Act: Provided, That 
for fiscal year 2016, to the extent there are 
sufficient eligible project applications and 
projects are consistent with State Intended 
Use Plans, not less than 10 percent of the 
funds made available under this title to each 
State for Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
capitalization grants shall be used by the 
State for projects to address green infra-
structure, water or energy efficiency im-
provements, or other environmentally inno-
vative activities: Provided further, That for 
fiscal year 2016, funds made available under 
this title to each State for Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund capitalization grants 
may, at the discretion of each State, be used 
for projects to address green infrastructure, 
water or energy efficiency improvements, or 
other environmentally innovative activities: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding sec-
tion 603(d)(7) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, the limitation on the amounts 
in a State water pollution control revolving 
fund that may be used by a State to admin-
ister the fund shall not apply to amounts in-
cluded as principal in loans made by such 
fund in fiscal year 2016 and prior years where 
such amounts represent costs of admin-
istering the fund to the extent that such 
amounts are or were deemed reasonable by 
the Administrator, accounted for separately 
from other assets in the fund, and used for 
eligible purposes of the fund, including ad-
ministration: Provided further, That for fiscal 
year 2016, notwithstanding the limitation on 
amounts in section 518(c) of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, up to a total of 
2 percent of the funds appropriated, or 
$30,000,000, whichever is greater, and not-
withstanding the limitation on amounts in 
section 1452(i) of the Safe Drinking Water 
Act, up to a total of 2 percent of the funds 
appropriated, or $20,000,000, whichever is 
greater, for State Revolving Funds under 
such Acts may be reserved by the Adminis-
trator for grants under section 518(c) and 
section 1452(i) of such Acts: Provided further, 
That for fiscal year 2016, notwithstanding 
the amounts specified in section 205(c) of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, up to 
1.5 percent of the aggregate funds appro-
priated for the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund program under the Act less any sums 
reserved under section 518(c) of the Act, may 
be reserved by the Administrator for grants 
made under title II of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act for American Samoa, 
Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Marianas, and United States Virgin Islands: 
Provided further, That for fiscal year 2016, 
notwithstanding the limitations on amounts 
specified in section 1452(j) of the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act, up to 1.5 percent of the funds 
appropriated for the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund programs under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act may be reserved by the 
Administrator for grants made under section 
1452(j) of the Safe Drinking Water Act: Pro-
vided further, That 10 percent of the funds 
made available under this title to each State 
for Clean Water State Revolving Fund cap-
italization grants and 20 percent of the funds 
made available under this title to each State 
for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
capitalization grants shall be used by the 
State to provide additional subsidy to eligi-
ble recipients in the form of forgiveness of 
principal, negative interest loans, or grants 
(or any combination of these), and shall be 
so used by the State only where such funds 
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are provided as initial financing for an eligi-
ble recipient or to buy, refinance, or restruc-
ture the debt obligations of eligible recipi-
ents only where such debt was incurred on or 
after the date of enactment of this Act; 

(2) $10,000,000 shall be for architectural, en-
gineering, planning, design, construction and 
related activities in connection with the 
construction of high priority water and 
wastewater facilities in the area of the 
United States-Mexico Border, after consulta-
tion with the appropriate border commis-
sion; Provided, That no funds provided by 
this appropriations Act to address the water, 
wastewater and other critical infrastructure 
needs of the colonias in the United States 
along the United States-Mexico border shall 
be made available to a county or municipal 
government unless that government has es-
tablished an enforceable local ordinance, or 
other zoning rule, which prevents in that ju-
risdiction the development or construction 
of any additional colonia areas, or the devel-
opment within an existing colonia the con-
struction of any new home, business, or 
other structure which lacks water, waste-
water, or other necessary infrastructure; 

(3) $20,000,000 shall be for grants to the 
State of Alaska to address drinking water 
and wastewater infrastructure needs of rural 
and Alaska Native Villages: Provided, That of 
these funds: (A) the State of Alaska shall 
provide a match of 25 percent; (B) no more 
than 5 percent of the funds may be used for 
administrative and overhead expenses; and 
(C) the State of Alaska shall make awards 
consistent with the Statewide priority list 
established in conjunction with the Agency 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
all water, sewer, waste disposal, and similar 
projects carried out by the State of Alaska 
that are funded under section 221 of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1301) or the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.) which 
shall allocate not less than 25 percent of the 
funds provided for projects in regional hub 
communities; 

(4) $80,000,000 shall be to carry out section 
104(k) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
of 1980 (CERCLA), including grants, inter-
agency agreements, and associated program 
support costs: Provided, That not more than 
25 percent of the amount appropriated to 
carry out section 104(k) of CERCLA shall be 
used for site characterization, assessment, 
and remediation of facilities described in 
section 101(39)(D)(ii)(II) of CERCLA; 

(5) $50,000,000 shall be for grants under title 
VII, subtitle G of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005; 

(6) $20,000,000 shall be for targeted airshed 
grants in accordance with the terms and con-
ditions of the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act); 

(7) $1,060,041,000 shall be for grants, includ-
ing associated program support costs, to 
States, federally recognized tribes, inter-
state agencies, tribal consortia, and air pol-
lution control agencies for multi-media or 
single media pollution prevention, control 
and abatement and related activities, includ-
ing activities pursuant to the provisions set 
forth under this heading in Public Law 104– 
134, and for making grants under section 103 
of the Clean Air Act for particulate matter 
monitoring and data collection activities 
subject to terms and conditions specified by 
the Administrator, of which: $47,745,000 shall 
be for carrying out section 128 of CERCLA; 
$9,646,000 shall be for Environmental Infor-
mation Exchange Network grants, including 
associated program support costs; $1,498,000 
shall be for grants to States under section 
2007(f)(2) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, 
which shall be in addition to funds appro-

priated under the heading ‘‘Leaking Under-
ground Storage Tank Trust Fund Program’’ 
to carry out the provisions of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act specified in section 
9508(c) of the Internal Revenue Code other 
than section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste Dis-
posal Act; $17,848,000 of the funds available 
for grants under section 106 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act shall be for 
State participation in national- and State- 
level statistical surveys of water resources 
and enhancements to State monitoring pro-
grams: Provided, That for the period of fiscal 
years 2016 through 2020, notwithstanding 
other applicable provisions of law, the funds 
appropriated for the Indian Environmental 
General Assistance Program shall be avail-
able to federally recognized tribes for solid 
waste and recovered materials collection, 
transportation, backhaul, and disposal serv-
ices; and 

(8) $21,000,000 shall be for grants to States 
and federally recognized Indian tribes for im-
plementation of environmental programs 
and projects that complement existing envi-
ronmental program grants, including inter-
agency agreements, as specified in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS— 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSION OF 
FUNDS) 

For fiscal year 2016, notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 6303(1) and 6305(1), the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, in 
carrying out the Agency’s function to imple-
ment directly Federal environmental pro-
grams required or authorized by law in the 
absence of an acceptable tribal program, 
may award cooperative agreements to feder-
ally recognized Indian tribes or Intertribal 
consortia, if authorized by their member 
tribes, to assist the Administrator in imple-
menting Federal environmental programs 
for Indian tribes required or authorized by 
law, except that no such cooperative agree-
ments may be awarded from funds des-
ignated for State financial assistance agree-
ments. 

The Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency is authorized to collect 
and obligate pesticide registration service 
fees in accordance with section 33 of the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act, as amended by Public Law 112–177, the 
Pesticide Registration Improvement Exten-
sion Act of 2012. 

Notwithstanding section 33(d)(2) of the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) (7 U.S.C. 136w– 
8(d)(2)), the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency may assess fees 
under section 33 of FIFRA (7 U.S.C. 136w–8) 
for fiscal year 2016. 

The Administrator is authorized to trans-
fer up to $300,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated for the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative under the heading ‘‘Environmental 
Programs and Management’’ to the head of 
any Federal department or agency, with the 
concurrence of such head, to carry out ac-
tivities that would support the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative and Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement programs, 
projects, or activities; to enter into an inter-
agency agreement with the head of such Fed-
eral department or agency to carry out these 
activities; and to make grants to govern-
mental entities, nonprofit organizations, in-
stitutions, and individuals for planning, re-
search, monitoring, outreach, and implemen-
tation in furtherance of the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative and the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement. 

The Science and Technology, Environ-
mental Programs and Management, Office of 

Inspector General, Hazardous Substance 
Superfund, and Leaking Underground Stor-
age Tank Trust Fund Program Accounts, are 
available for the construction, alteration, re-
pair, rehabilitation, and renovation of facili-
ties provided that the cost does not exceed 
$150,000 per project. 

For fiscal year 2016, and notwithstanding 
section 518(f) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1377(f)), the Adminis-
trator is authorized to use the amounts ap-
propriated for any fiscal year under section 
319 of the Act to make grants to federally 
recognized Indian tribes pursuant to sections 
319(h) and 518(e) of that Act. 

The Administrator is authorized to use the 
amounts appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Environmental Programs and Manage-
ment’’ for fiscal year 2016 to provide grants 
to implement the Southeastern New England 
Watershed Restoration Program. 

In addition to the amounts otherwise made 
available in this Act for the Environmental 
Protection Agency, $27,000,000, to be avail-
able until September 30, 2017, to be used sole-
ly to meet Federal requirements for cyberse-
curity implementation, including enhancing 
response capabilities and upgrading incident 
management tools: Provided, That such funds 
shall supplement, not supplant, any other 
amounts made available to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency for such purpose: 
Provided further, That solely for the purposes 
provided herein, such funds may be trans-
ferred to and merged with any other appro-
priation in this Title. 

Of the unobligated balances available for 
‘‘State and Tribal Assistance Grants’’ ac-
count, $40,000,000 are permanently rescinded: 
Provided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to the Concurrent Resolution on the 
Budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

TITLE III 
RELATED AGENCIES 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOREST SERVICE 

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 
For necessary expenses of forest and range-

land research as authorized by law, 
$291,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the funds provided, 
$75,000,000 is for the forest inventory and 
analysis program. 

STATE AND PRIVATE FORESTRY 
For necessary expenses of cooperating with 

and providing technical and financial assist-
ance to States, territories, possessions, and 
others, and for forest health management, 
including treatments of pests, pathogens, 
and invasive or noxious plants and for re-
storing and rehabilitating forests damaged 
by pests or invasive plants, cooperative for-
estry, and education and land conservation 
activities and conducting an international 
program as authorized, $237,023,000, to re-
main available until expended, as authorized 
by law; of which $62,347,000 is to be derived 
from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. 

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, for manage-
ment, protection, improvement, and utiliza-
tion of the National Forest System, 
$1,509,364,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the funds provided, 
$40,000,000 shall be deposited in the Collabo-
rative Forest Landscape Restoration Fund 
for ecological restoration treatments as au-
thorized by 16 U.S.C. 7303(f): Provided further, 
That of the funds provided, $359,805,000 shall 
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be for forest products: Provided further, That 
of the funds provided, up to $81,941,000 is for 
the Integrated Resource Restoration pilot 
program for Region 1, Region 3 and Region 4: 
Provided further, That of the funds provided 
for forest products, up to $65,560,000 may be 
transferred to support the Integrated Re-
source Restoration pilot program in the pre-
ceding proviso: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of Agriculture may transfer to the 
Secretary of the Interior any unobligated 
funds appropriated in a previous fiscal year 
for operation of the Valles Caldera National 
Preserve. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, $364,164,000, 
to remain available until expended, for con-
struction, capital improvement, mainte-
nance and acquisition of buildings and other 
facilities and infrastructure; and for con-
struction, reconstruction, decommissioning 
of roads that are no longer needed, including 
unauthorized roads that are not part of the 
transportation system, and maintenance of 
forest roads and trails by the Forest Service 
as authorized by 16 U.S.C. 532–538 and 23 
U.S.C. 101 and 205: Provided, That $40,000,000 
shall be designated for urgently needed road 
decommissioning, road and trail repair and 
maintenance and associated activities, and 
removal of fish passage barriers, especially 
in areas where Forest Service roads may be 
contributing to water quality problems in 
streams and water bodies which support 
threatened, endangered, or sensitive species 
or community water sources: Provided fur-
ther, That funds becoming available in fiscal 
year 2016 under the Act of March 4, 1913 (16 
U.S.C. 501) shall be transferred to the Gen-
eral Fund of the Treasury and shall not be 
available for transfer or obligation for any 
other purpose unless the funds are appro-
priated: Provided further, That of the funds 
provided for decommissioning of roads, up to 
$14,743,000 may be transferred to the ‘‘Na-
tional Forest System’’ to support the Inte-
grated Resource Restoration pilot program. 

LAND ACQUISITION 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

provisions of chapter 2003 of title 54, United 
States Code, including administrative ex-
penses, and for acquisition of land or waters, 
or interest therein, in accordance with statu-
tory authority applicable to the Forest Serv-
ice, $63,435,000, to be derived from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund and to remain 
available until expended. 
ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS 

SPECIAL ACTS 
For acquisition of lands within the exte-

rior boundaries of the Cache, Uinta, and 
Wasatch National Forests, Utah; the Toiyabe 
National Forest, Nevada; and the Angeles, 
San Bernardino, Sequoia, and Cleveland Na-
tional Forests, California, as authorized by 
law, $950,000, to be derived from forest re-
ceipts. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND 
EXCHANGES 

For acquisition of lands, such sums, to be 
derived from funds deposited by State, coun-
ty, or municipal governments, public school 
districts, or other public school authorities, 
and for authorized expenditures from funds 
deposited by non-Federal parties pursuant to 
Land Sale and Exchange Acts, pursuant to 
the Act of December 4, 1967 (16 U.S.C. 484a), 
to remain available until expended (16 U.S.C. 
516–617a, 555a; Public Law 96–586; Public Law 
76–589, 76–591; and Public Law 78–310). 

RANGE BETTERMENT FUND 
For necessary expenses of range rehabilita-

tion, protection, and improvement, 50 per-

cent of all moneys received during the prior 
fiscal year, as fees for grazing domestic live-
stock on lands in National Forests in the 16 
Western States, pursuant to section 401(b)(1) 
of Public Law 94–579, to remain available 
until expended, of which not to exceed 6 per-
cent shall be available for administrative ex-
penses associated with on-the-ground range 
rehabilitation, protection, and improve-
ments. 

GIFTS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR FOREST 
AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 

For expenses authorized by 16 U.S.C. 
1643(b), $45,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to be derived from the fund estab-
lished pursuant to the above Act. 
MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS FOR 

SUBSISTENCE USES 
For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-

ice to manage Federal lands in Alaska for 
subsistence uses under title VIII of the Alas-
ka National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
(Public Law 96–487), $2,500,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for forest fire 
presuppression activities on National Forest 
System lands, for emergency fire suppression 
on or adjacent to such lands or other lands 
under fire protection agreement, hazardous 
fuels management on or adjacent to such 
lands, emergency rehabilitation of burned- 
over National Forest System lands and 
water, and for State and volunteer fire as-
sistance, $2,386,329,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That such funds in-
cluding unobligated balances under this 
heading, are available for repayment of ad-
vances from other appropriations accounts 
previously transferred for such purposes: 
Provided further, That such funds shall be 
available to reimburse State and other co-
operating entities for services provided in re-
sponse to wildfire and other emergencies or 
disasters to the extent such reimbursements 
by the Forest Service for non-fire emer-
gencies are fully repaid by the responsible 
emergency management agency: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, $6,914,000 of funds appro-
priated under this appropriation shall be 
available for the Forest Service in support of 
fire science research authorized by the Joint 
Fire Science Program, including all Forest 
Service authorities for the use of funds, such 
as contracts, grants, research joint venture 
agreements, and cooperative agreements: 
Provided further, That all authorities for the 
use of funds, including the use of contracts, 
grants, and cooperative agreements, avail-
able to execute the Forest and Rangeland 
Research appropriation, are also available in 
the utilization of these funds for Fire 
Science Research: Provided further, That 
funds provided shall be available for emer-
gency rehabilitation and restoration, haz-
ardous fuels management activities, support 
to Federal emergency response, and wildfire 
suppression activities of the Forest Service: 
Provided further, That of the funds provided, 
$375,000,000 is for hazardous fuels manage-
ment activities, $19,795,000 is for research ac-
tivities and to make competitive research 
grants pursuant to the Forest and Rangeland 
Renewable Resources Research Act, (16 
U.S.C. 1641 et seq.), $78,000,000 is for State 
fire assistance, and $13,000,000 is for volun-
teer fire assistance under section 10 of the 
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 
(16 U.S.C. 2106): Provided further, That 
amounts in this paragraph may be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘National Forest System’’, and 
‘‘Forest and Rangeland Research’’ accounts 
to fund forest and rangeland research, the 
Joint Fire Science Program, vegetation and 

watershed management, heritage site reha-
bilitation, and wildlife and fish habitat man-
agement and restoration: Provided further, 
That the costs of implementing any coopera-
tive agreement between the Federal Govern-
ment and any non-Federal entity may be 
shared, as mutually agreed on by the af-
fected parties: Provided further, That up to 
$15,000,000 of the funds provided herein may 
be used by the Secretary of Agriculture to 
enter into procurement contracts or coopera-
tive agreements or to issue grants for haz-
ardous fuels management activities and for 
training or monitoring associated with such 
hazardous fuels management activities on 
Federal land or on non-Federal land if the 
Secretary determines such activities benefit 
resources on Federal land: Provided further, 
That funds made available to implement the 
Community Forest Restoration Act, Public 
Law 106–393, title VI, shall be available for 
use on non-Federal lands in accordance with 
authorities made available to the Forest 
Service under the ‘‘State and Private For-
estry’’ appropriation: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may authorize the 
transfer of funds appropriated for wildland 
fire management, in an aggregate amount 
not to exceed $50,000,000, between the Depart-
ments when such transfers would facilitate 
and expedite wildland fire management pro-
grams and projects: Provided further, That of 
the funds provided for hazardous fuels man-
agement, not to exceed $15,000,000 may be 
used to make grants, using any authorities 
available to the Forest Service under the 
‘‘State and Private Forestry’’ appropriation, 
for the purpose of creating incentives for in-
creased use of biomass from National Forest 
System lands: Provided further, That funds 
designated for wildfire suppression, includ-
ing funds transferred from the ‘‘FLAME 
Wildfire Suppression Reserve Fund’’, shall be 
assessed for cost pools on the same basis as 
such assessments are calculated against 
other agency programs: Provided further, 
That of the funds for hazardous fuels man-
agement, up to $24,000,000 may be transferred 
to the ‘‘National Forest System’’ to support 
the Integrated Resource Restoration pilot 
program. 
FLAME WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION RESERVE FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for large fire sup-

pression operations of the Department of Ag-
riculture and as a reserve fund for suppres-
sion and Federal emergency response activi-
ties, $823,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That such amounts are 
only available for transfer to the ‘‘Wildland 
Fire Management’’ account following a dec-
laration by the Secretary in accordance with 
section 502 of the FLAME Act of 2009 (43 
U.S.C. 1748a). 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, FOREST SERVICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
Appropriations to the Forest Service for 

the current fiscal year shall be available for: 
(1) purchase of passenger motor vehicles; ac-
quisition of passenger motor vehicles from 
excess sources, and hire of such vehicles; 
purchase, lease, operation, maintenance, and 
acquisition of aircraft to maintain the oper-
able fleet for use in Forest Service wildland 
fire programs and other Forest Service pro-
grams; notwithstanding other provisions of 
law, existing aircraft being replaced may be 
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value 
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft; (2) services pursuant to 7 
U.S.C. 2225, and not to exceed $100,000 for em-
ployment under 5 U.S.C. 3109; (3) purchase, 
erection, and alteration of buildings and 
other public improvements (7 U.S.C. 2250); (4) 
acquisition of land, waters, and interests 
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therein pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 428a; (5) for ex-
penses pursuant to the Volunteers in the Na-
tional Forest Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 558a, 558d, 
and 558a note); (6) the cost of uniforms as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; and (7) for debt 
collection contracts in accordance with 31 
U.S.C. 3718(c). 

Any appropriations or funds available to 
the Forest Service may be transferred to the 
Wildland Fire Management appropriation for 
forest firefighting, emergency rehabilitation 
of burned-over or damaged lands or waters 
under its jurisdiction, and fire preparedness 
due to severe burning conditions upon the 
Secretary’s notification of the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations that 
all fire suppression funds appropriated under 
the headings ‘‘Wildland Fire Management’’ 
and ‘‘FLAME Wildfire Suppression Reserve 
Fund’’ will be obligated within 30 days: Pro-
vided, That all funds used pursuant to this 
paragraph must be replenished by a supple-
mental appropriation which must be re-
quested as promptly as possible. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for assistance to or 
through the Agency for International Devel-
opment in connection with forest and range-
land research, technical information, and as-
sistance in foreign countries, and shall be 
available to support forestry and related nat-
ural resource activities outside the United 
States and its territories and possessions, in-
cluding technical assistance, education and 
training, and cooperation with U.S., private, 
and international organizations. The Forest 
Service, acting for the International Pro-
gram, may sign direct funding agreements 
with foreign governments and institutions as 
well as other domestic agencies (including 
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Department of State, and the Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation), U.S. pri-
vate sector firms, institutions and organiza-
tions to provide technical assistance and 
training programs overseas on forestry and 
rangeland management. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for expenditure or transfer 
to the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management, for removal, preparation, 
and adoption of excess wild horses and bur-
ros from National Forest System lands, and 
for the performance of cadastral surveys to 
designate the boundaries of such lands. 

None of the funds made available to the 
Forest Service in this Act or any other Act 
with respect to any fiscal year shall be sub-
ject to transfer under the provisions of sec-
tion 702(b) of the Department of Agriculture 
Organic Act of 1944 (7 U.S.C. 2257), section 442 
of Public Law 106–224 (7 U.S.C. 7772), or sec-
tion 10417(b) of Public Law 107–107 (7 U.S.C. 
8316(b)). 

None of the funds available to the Forest 
Service may be reprogrammed without the 
advance approval of the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations in accordance 
with the reprogramming procedures con-
tained in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 

Not more than $82,000,000 of funds available 
to the Forest Service shall be transferred to 
the Working Capital Fund of the Department 
of Agriculture and not more than $14,500,000 
of funds available to the Forest Service shall 
be transferred to the Department of Agri-
culture for Department Reimbursable Pro-
grams, commonly referred to as Greenbook 
charges. Nothing in this paragraph shall pro-
hibit or limit the use of reimbursable agree-
ments requested by the Forest Service in 
order to obtain services from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s National Information 
Technology Center and the Department of 
Agriculture’s International Technology 
Service. 

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 shall be available for pri-
ority projects within the scope of the ap-
proved budget, which shall be carried out by 
the Youth Conservation Corps and shall be 
carried out under the authority of the Public 
Lands Corps Act of 1993, Public Law 103–82, 
as amended by Public Lands Corps Healthy 
Forests Restoration Act of 2005, Public Law 
109–154. 

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, $4,000 is available to the Chief of the For-
est Service for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

Pursuant to sections 405(b) and 410(b) of 
Public Law 101–593, of the funds available to 
the Forest Service, up to $3,000,000 may be 
advanced in a lump sum to the National For-
est Foundation to aid conservation partner-
ship projects in support of the Forest Service 
mission, without regard to when the Founda-
tion incurs expenses, for projects on or bene-
fitting National Forest System lands or re-
lated to Forest Service programs: Provided, 
That of the Federal funds made available to 
the Foundation, no more than $300,000 shall 
be available for administrative expenses: 
Provided further, That the Foundation shall 
obtain, by the end of the period of Federal fi-
nancial assistance, private contributions to 
match on at least one-for-one basis funds 
made available by the Forest Service: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may 
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or a non- 
Federal recipient for a project at the same 
rate that the recipient has obtained the non- 
Federal matching funds. 

Pursuant to section 2(b)(2) of Public Law 
98–244, up to $3,000,000 of the funds available 
to the Forest Service may be advanced to 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in 
a lump sum to aid cost-share conservation 
projects, without regard to when expenses 
are incurred, on or benefitting National For-
est System lands or related to Forest Service 
programs: Provided, That such funds shall be 
matched on at least a one-for-one basis by 
the Foundation or its sub-recipients: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may 
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or non- 
Federal recipient for a project at the same 
rate that the recipient has obtained the non- 
Federal matching funds. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for interactions with and 
providing technical assistance to rural com-
munities and natural resource-based busi-
nesses for sustainable rural development 
purposes. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for payments to counties 
within the Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area, pursuant to section 14(c)(1) and 
(2), and section 16(a)(2) of Public Law 99–663. 

Any funds appropriated to the Forest Serv-
ice may be used to meet the non-Federal 
share requirement in section 502(c) of the 
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3056(c)(2)). 

Funds available to the Forest Service, not 
to exceed $65,000,000, shall be assessed for the 
purpose of performing fire, administrative 
and other facilities maintenance and decom-
missioning. Such assessments shall occur 
using a square foot rate charged on the same 
basis the agency uses to assess programs for 
payment of rent, utilities, and other support 
services. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, any appropriations or funds available to 
the Forest Service not to exceed $500,000 may 
be used to reimburse the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel (OGC), Department of Agri-
culture, for travel and related expenses in-
curred as a result of OGC assistance or par-
ticipation requested by the Forest Service at 
meetings, training sessions, management re-
views, land purchase negotiations and simi-

lar nonlitigation-related matters. Future 
budget justifications for both the Forest 
Service and the Department of Agriculture 
should clearly display the sums previously 
transferred and the requested funding trans-
fers. 

An eligible individual who is employed in 
any project funded under title V of the Older 
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056 et seq.) 
and administered by the Forest Service shall 
be considered to be a Federal employee for 
purposes of chapter 171 of title 28, United 
States Code. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES 
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
Act of August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act, the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act, and titles II and III of the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to the In-
dian Health Service, $3,566,387,000, together 
with payments received during the fiscal 
year pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 238(b) and 238b, for 
services furnished by the Indian Health Serv-
ice: Provided, That funds made available to 
tribes and tribal organizations through con-
tracts, grant agreements, or any other agree-
ments or compacts authorized by the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 450), shall be 
deemed to be obligated at the time of the 
grant or contract award and thereafter shall 
remain available to the tribe or tribal orga-
nization without fiscal year limitation: Pro-
vided further, That, $914,139,000 for Purchased/ 
Referred Care, including $51,500,000 for the 
Indian Catastrophic Health Emergency 
Fund, shall remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That, of the funds provided, 
up to $36,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended for implementation of the loan re-
payment program under section 108 of the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act: Provided 
further, That, of the funds provided, $2,000,000 
shall be used to supplement funds available 
for operational costs at tribal clinics oper-
ated under an Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act compact or con-
tract where health care is delivered in space 
acquired through a full service lease, which 
is not eligible for maintenance and improve-
ment and equipment funds from the Indian 
Health Service, and $2,000,000 shall be for ac-
creditation emergencies: Provided further, 
That the amounts collected by the Federal 
Government as authorized by sections 104 
and 108 of the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act (25 U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a) during 
the preceding fiscal year for breach of con-
tracts shall be deposited to the Fund author-
ized by section 108A of the Act (25 U.S.C. 
1616a–1) and shall remain available until ex-
pended and, notwithstanding section 108A(c) 
of the Act (25 U.S.C. 1616a–1(c)), funds shall 
be available to make new awards under the 
loan repayment and scholarship programs 
under sections 104 and 108 of the Act (25 
U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a): Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the amounts made available within 
this account for the methamphetamine and 
suicide prevention and treatment initiative, 
for the domestic violence prevention initia-
tive, to improve collections from public and 
private insurance at Indian Health Service 
and tribally operated facilities, and for ac-
creditation emergencies shall be allocated at 
the discretion of the Director of the Indian 
Health Service and shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That funds 
provided in this Act may be used for annual 
contracts and grants that fall within 2 fiscal 
years, provided the total obligation is re-
corded in the year the funds are appro-
priated: Provided further, That the amounts 
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collected by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services under the authority of title 
IV of the Indian Health Care Improvement 
Act shall remain available until expended for 
the purpose of achieving compliance with 
the applicable conditions and requirements 
of titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act, except for those related to the plan-
ning, design, or construction of new facili-
ties: Provided further, That funding contained 
herein for scholarship programs under the 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25 
U.S.C. 1613) shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That amounts re-
ceived by tribes and tribal organizations 
under title IV of the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act shall be reported and ac-
counted for and available to the receiving 
tribes and tribal organizations until ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs may collect from the Indian 
Health Service, tribes and tribal organiza-
tions operating health facilities pursuant to 
Public Law 93–638, such individually identifi-
able health information relating to disabled 
children as may be necessary for the purpose 
of carrying out its functions under the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (20 
U.S.C. 1400, et seq.): Provided further, That 
the Indian Health Care Improvement Fund 
may be used, as needed, to carry out activi-
ties typically funded under the Indian Health 
Facilities account. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 
For payments to tribes and tribal organi-

zations for contract support costs associated 
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the 
Indian Health Service for fiscal year 2016, 
such sums as may be necessary: Provided, 
That amounts obligated but not expended by 
a tribe or tribal organization for contract 
support costs for such agreements for the 
current fiscal year shall be applied to con-
tract support costs otherwise due for such 
agreements for subsequent fiscal years: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, no amounts made 
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for transfer to another budget account. 

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES 
For construction, repair, maintenance, im-

provement, and equipment of health and re-
lated auxiliary facilities, including quarters 
for personnel; preparation of plans, specifica-
tions, and drawings; acquisition of sites, pur-
chase and erection of modular buildings, and 
purchases of trailers; and for provision of do-
mestic and community sanitation facilities 
for Indians, as authorized by section 7 of the 
Act of August 5, 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2004a), the In-
dian Self-Determination Act, and the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act, and for ex-
penses necessary to carry out such Acts and 
titles II and III of the Public Health Service 
Act with respect to environmental health 
and facilities support activities of the Indian 
Health Service, $523,232,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, funds 
appropriated for the planning, design, con-
struction, renovation or expansion of health 
facilities for the benefit of an Indian tribe or 
tribes may be used to purchase land on 
which such facilities will be located: Provided 
further, That not to exceed $500,000 may be 
used by the Indian Health Service to pur-
chase TRANSAM equipment from the De-
partment of Defense for distribution to the 
Indian Health Service and tribal facilities: 
Provided further, That none of the funds ap-
propriated to the Indian Health Service may 
be used for sanitation facilities construction 
for new homes funded with grants by the 
housing programs of the United States De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment: Provided further, That not to exceed 

$2,700,000 from this account and the ‘‘Indian 
Health Services’’ account may be used by the 
Indian Health Service to obtain ambulances 
for the Indian Health Service and tribal fa-
cilities in conjunction with an existing 
interagency agreement between the Indian 
Health Service and the General Services Ad-
ministration: Provided further, That not to 
exceed $500,000 may be placed in a Demoli-
tion Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended, and be used by the Indian Health 
Service for the demolition of Federal build-
ings. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—INDIAN HEALTH 

SERVICE 
Appropriations provided in this Act to the 

Indian Health Service shall be available for 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 at 
rates not to exceed the per diem rate equiva-
lent to the maximum rate payable for senior- 
level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376; hire of 
passenger motor vehicles and aircraft; pur-
chase of medical equipment; purchase of re-
prints; purchase, renovation and erection of 
modular buildings and renovation of existing 
facilities; payments for telephone service in 
private residences in the field, when author-
ized under regulations approved by the Sec-
retary; uniforms or allowances therefor as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; and for ex-
penses of attendance at meetings that relate 
to the functions or activities of the Indian 
Health Service: Provided, That in accordance 
with the provisions of the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act, non-Indian patients may 
be extended health care at all tribally ad-
ministered or Indian Health Service facili-
ties, subject to charges, and the proceeds 
along with funds recovered under the Federal 
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651– 
2653) shall be credited to the account of the 
facility providing the service and shall be 
available without fiscal year limitation: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any 
other law or regulation, funds transferred 
from the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to the Indian Health Service 
shall be administered under Public Law 86– 
121, the Indian Sanitation Facilities Act and 
Public Law 93–638: Provided further, That 
funds appropriated to the Indian Health 
Service in this Act, except those used for ad-
ministrative and program direction pur-
poses, shall not be subject to limitations di-
rected at curtailing Federal travel and trans-
portation: Provided further, That none of the 
funds made available to the Indian Health 
Service in this Act shall be used for any as-
sessments or charges by the Department of 
Health and Human Services unless identified 
in the budget justification and provided in 
this Act, or approved by the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations through 
the reprogramming process: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, funds previously or herein made avail-
able to a tribe or tribal organization through 
a contract, grant, or agreement authorized 
by title I or title V of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act of 
1975 (25 U.S.C. 450), may be deobligated and 
reobligated to a self-determination contract 
under title I, or a self-governance agreement 
under title V of such Act and thereafter shall 
remain available to the tribe or tribal orga-
nization without fiscal year limitation: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds made 
available to the Indian Health Service in this 
Act shall be used to implement the final rule 
published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 16, 1987, by the Department of Health 
and Human Services, relating to the eligi-
bility for the health care services of the In-
dian Health Service until the Indian Health 
Service has submitted a budget request re-
flecting the increased costs associated with 
the proposed final rule, and such request has 

been included in an appropriations Act and 
enacted into law: Provided further, That with 
respect to functions transferred by the In-
dian Health Service to tribes or tribal orga-
nizations, the Indian Health Service is au-
thorized to provide goods and services to 
those entities on a reimbursable basis, in-
cluding payments in advance with subse-
quent adjustment, and the reimbursements 
received therefrom, along with the funds re-
ceived from those entities pursuant to the 
Indian Self-Determination Act, may be cred-
ited to the same or subsequent appropriation 
account from which the funds were origi-
nally derived, with such amounts to remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That reimbursements for training, technical 
assistance, or services provided by the Indian 
Health Service will contain total costs, in-
cluding direct, administrative, and overhead 
associated with the provision of goods, serv-
ices, or technical assistance: Provided fur-
ther, That the appropriation structure for 
the Indian Health Service may not be altered 
without advance notification to the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations: 
Provided further, That the Indian Health 
Service shall develop a strategic plan for the 
Urban Indian Health program in consulta-
tion with urban Indians and the National 
Academy of Public Administration, and shall 
publish such plan not later than one year 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

HEALTH SCIENCES 
For necessary expenses for the National In-

stitute of Environmental Health Sciences in 
carrying out activities set forth in section 
311(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9660(a)) and section 126(g) of 
the Superfund Amendments and Reauthor-
ization Act of 1986, $77,349,000. 
AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE 

REGISTRY 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
For necessary expenses for the Agency for 

Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) in carrying out activities set forth 
in sections 104(i) and 111(c)(4) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) and section 3019 of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act, $74,691,000, of which up 
to $1,000 per eligible employee of the Agency 
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
shall remain available until expended for In-
dividual Learning Accounts: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
in lieu of performing a health assessment 
under section 104(i)(6) of CERCLA, the Ad-
ministrator of ATSDR may conduct other 
appropriate health studies, evaluations, or 
activities, including, without limitation, 
biomedical testing, clinical evaluations, 
medical monitoring, and referral to accred-
ited healthcare providers: Provided further, 
That in performing any such health assess-
ment or health study, evaluation, or activ-
ity, the Administrator of ATSDR shall not 
be bound by the deadlines in section 
104(i)(6)(A) of CERCLA: Provided further, 
That none of the funds appropriated under 
this heading shall be available for ATSDR to 
issue in excess of 40 toxicological profiles 
pursuant to section 104(i) of CERCLA during 
fiscal year 2016, and existing profiles may be 
updated as necessary. 

OTHER RELATED AGENCIES 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

For necessary expenses to continue func-
tions assigned to the Council on Environ-
mental Quality and Office of Environmental 
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Quality pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, the Environ-
mental Quality Improvement Act of 1970, and 
Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1977, and not to 
exceed $750 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $3,000,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 202 of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1970, the 
Council shall consist of one member, ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, serving as 
chairman and exercising all powers, func-
tions, and duties of the Council. 
CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION 

BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses in carrying out ac-
tivities pursuant to section 112(r)(6) of the 
Clean Air Act, including hire of passenger 
vehicles, uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902, and for serv-
ices authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 but at rates 
for individuals not to exceed the per diem 
equivalent to the maximum rate payable for 
senior level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376, 
$11,000,000: Provided, That the Chemical Safe-
ty and Hazard Investigation Board (Board) 
shall have not more than three career Senior 
Executive Service positions: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the individual appointed to the position 
of Inspector General of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) shall, by virtue of 
such appointment, also hold the position of 
Inspector General of the Board: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Inspector General of the 
Board shall utilize personnel of the Office of 
Inspector General of EPA in performing the 
duties of the Inspector General of the Board, 
and shall not appoint any individuals to po-
sitions within the Board. 

OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI INDIAN 
RELOCATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Navajo and Hopi Indian Relocation as au-
thorized by Public Law 93–531, $15,000,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That funds provided in this or any other ap-
propriations Act are to be used to relocate 
eligible individuals and groups including 
evictees from District 6, Hopi-partitioned 
lands residents, those in significantly sub-
standard housing, and all others certified as 
eligible and not included in the preceding 
categories: Provided further, That none of the 
funds contained in this or any other Act may 
be used by the Office of Navajo and Hopi In-
dian Relocation to evict any single Navajo or 
Navajo family who, as of November 30, 1985, 
was physically domiciled on the lands parti-
tioned to the Hopi Tribe unless a new or re-
placement home is provided for such house-
hold: Provided further, That no relocatee will 
be provided with more than one new or re-
placement home: Provided further, That the 
Office shall relocate any certified eligible 
relocatees who have selected and received an 
approved homesite on the Navajo reservation 
or selected a replacement residence off the 
Navajo reservation or on the land acquired 
pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 640d–10: Provided fur-
ther, That $200,000 shall be transferred to the 
Office of Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, to remain available 
until expended, for audits and investigations 
of the Office of Navajo and Hopi Indian Relo-
cation, consistent with the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 
INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA 
NATIVE CULTURE AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT 

PAYMENT TO THE INSTITUTE 
For payment to the Institute of American 

Indian and Alaska Native Culture and Arts 

Development, as authorized by title XV of 
Public Law 99–498 (20 U.S.C. 56 part A), 
$11,619,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Smithsonian 
Institution, as authorized by law, including 
research in the fields of art, science, and his-
tory; development, preservation, and docu-
mentation of the National Collections; pres-
entation of public exhibits and perform-
ances; collection, preparation, dissemina-
tion, and exchange of information and publi-
cations; conduct of education, training, and 
museum assistance programs; maintenance, 
alteration, operation, lease agreements of no 
more than 30 years, and protection of build-
ings, facilities, and approaches; not to exceed 
$100,000 for services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109; and purchase, rental, repair, and clean-
ing of uniforms for employees, $696,045,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017, 
except as otherwise provided herein; of which 
not to exceed $48,233,000 for the instrumenta-
tion program, collections acquisition, exhi-
bition reinstallation, the National Museum 
of African American History and Culture, 
and the repatriation of skeletal remains pro-
gram shall remain available until expended; 
and including such funds as may be nec-
essary to support American overseas re-
search centers: Provided, That funds appro-
priated herein are available for advance pay-
ments to independent contractors per-
forming research services or participating in 
official Smithsonian presentations. 

FACILITIES CAPITAL 
For necessary expenses of repair, revital-

ization, and alteration of facilities owned or 
occupied by the Smithsonian Institution, by 
contract or otherwise, as authorized by sec-
tion 2 of the Act of August 22, 1949 (63 Stat. 
623), and for construction, including nec-
essary personnel, $144,198,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which not to ex-
ceed $10,000 shall be for services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109. 

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the upkeep and operations of the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, the protection and 
care of the works of art therein, and admin-
istrative expenses incident thereto, as au-
thorized by the Act of March 24, 1937 (50 Stat. 
51), as amended by the public resolution of 
April 13, 1939 (Public Resolution 9, Seventy- 
sixth Congress), including services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; payment in advance 
when authorized by the treasurer of the Gal-
lery for membership in library, museum, and 
art associations or societies whose publica-
tions or services are available to members 
only, or to members at a price lower than to 
the general public; purchase, repair, and 
cleaning of uniforms for guards, and uni-
forms, or allowances therefor, for other em-
ployees as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901– 
5902); purchase or rental of devices and serv-
ices for protecting buildings and contents 
thereof, and maintenance, alteration, im-
provement, and repair of buildings, ap-
proaches, and grounds; and purchase of serv-
ices for restoration and repair of works of 
art for the National Gallery of Art by con-
tracts made, without advertising, with indi-
viduals, firms, or organizations at such rates 
or prices and under such terms and condi-
tions as the Gallery may deem proper, 
$124,988,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, of which not to exceed 
$3,578,000 for the special exhibition program 
shall remain available until expended. 

REPAIR, RESTORATION AND RENOVATION OF 
BUILDINGS 

For necessary expenses of repair, restora-
tion and renovation of buildings, grounds 

and facilities owned or occupied by the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, by contract or other-
wise, for operating lease agreements of no 
more than 10 years, with no extensions or re-
newals beyond the 10 years, that address 
space needs created by the ongoing renova-
tions in the Master Facilities Plan, as au-
thorized, $22,564,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That contracts 
awarded for environmental systems, protec-
tion systems, and exterior repair or renova-
tion of buildings of the National Gallery of 
Art may be negotiated with selected contrac-
tors and awarded on the basis of contractor 
qualifications as well as price. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

For necessary expenses for the operation, 
maintenance and security of the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 
$21,660,000. 

CAPITAL REPAIR AND RESTORATION 

For necessary expenses for capital repair 
and restoration of the existing features of 
the building and site of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, $14,740,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR 
SCHOLARS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary in carrying out the 
provisions of the Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 1356) including hire of 
passenger vehicles and services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $10,500,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017. 

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE 
HUMANITIES 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities Act of 1965, $147,949,000 shall be 
available to the National Endowment for the 
Arts for the support of projects and produc-
tions in the arts, including arts education 
and public outreach activities, through as-
sistance to organizations and individuals 
pursuant to section 5 of the Act, for program 
support, and for administering the functions 
of the Act, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities Act of 1965, $147,942,000 to remain 
available until expended, of which 
$137,042,000 shall be available for support of 
activities in the humanities, pursuant to sec-
tion 7(c) of the Act and for administering the 
functions of the Act; and $10,900,000 shall be 
available to carry out the matching grants 
program pursuant to section 10(a)(2) of the 
Act, including $8,500,000 for the purposes of 
section 7(h): Provided, That appropriations 
for carrying out section 10(a)(2) shall be 
available for obligation only in such 
amounts as may be equal to the total 
amounts of gifts, bequests, devises of money, 
and other property accepted by the chairman 
or by grantees of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities under the provisions of 
sections 11(a)(2)(B) and 11(a)(3)(B) during the 
current and preceding fiscal years for which 
equal amounts have not previously been ap-
propriated. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

None of the funds appropriated to the Na-
tional Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities may be used to process any grant 
or contract documents which do not include 
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the text of 18 U.S.C. 1913: Provided, That none 
of the funds appropriated to the National 
Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities 
may be used for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses: Provided further, That 
funds from nonappropriated sources may be 
used as necessary for official reception and 
representation expenses: Provided further, 
That the Chairperson of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts may approve grants of up 
to $10,000, if in the aggregate the amount of 
such grants does not exceed 5 percent of the 
sums appropriated for grantmaking purposes 
per year: Provided further, That such small 
grant actions are taken pursuant to the 
terms of an expressed and direct delegation 
of authority from the National Council on 
the Arts to the Chairperson. 

COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses of the Commission of Fine 
Arts under chapter 91 of title 40, United 
States Code, $2,653,000: Provided, That the 
Commission is authorized to charge fees to 
cover the full costs of its publications, and 
such fees shall be credited to this account as 
an offsetting collection, to remain available 
until expended without further appropria-
tion: Provided further, That the Commission 
is authorized to accept gifts, including ob-
jects, papers, artwork, drawings and arti-
facts, that pertain to the history and design 
of the Nation’s Capital or the history and ac-
tivities of the Commission of Fine Arts, for 
the purpose of artistic display, study or edu-
cation. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL ARTS AND CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS 

For necessary expenses as authorized by 
Public Law 99–190 (20 U.S.C. 956a), $2,000,000. 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation (Public 
Law 89–665), $6,080,000. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National 
Capital Planning Commission under chapter 
87 of title 40, United States Code, including 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, 
$8,348,000: Provided, That one-quarter of 1 
percent of the funds provided under this 
heading may be used for official reception 
and representational expenses associated 
with hosting international visitors engaged 
in the planning and physical development of 
world capitals. 

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
For expenses of the Holocaust Memorial 

Museum, as authorized by Public Law 106–292 
(36 U.S.C. 2301–2310), $54,000,000, of which 
$1,215,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018, for the Museum’s equipment 
replacement program; and of which $2,500,000 
for the Museum’s repair and rehabilitation 
program and $1,264,000 for the Museum’s out-
reach initiatives program shall remain avail-
able until expended. 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER MEMORIAL 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses, including the costs 

of construction design, of the Dwight D. Ei-
senhower Memorial Commission, $1,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
RESTRICTION ON USE OF FUNDS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be available for any 

activity or the publication or distribution of 
literature that in any way tends to promote 
public support or opposition to any legisla-
tive proposal on which Congressional action 
is not complete other than to communicate 
to Members of Congress as described in 18 
U.S.C. 1913. 

OBLIGATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 402. No part of any appropriation con-

tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

DISCLOSURE OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
SEC. 403. The amount and basis of esti-

mated overhead charges, deductions, re-
serves or holdbacks, including working cap-
ital fund and cost pool charges, from pro-
grams, projects, activities and subactivities 
to support government-wide, departmental, 
agency, or bureau administrative functions 
or headquarters, regional, or central oper-
ations shall be presented in annual budget 
justifications and subject to approval by the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. Changes 
to such estimates shall be presented to the 
Committees on Appropriations for approval. 

MINING APPLICATIONS 
SEC. 404. (a) LIMITATION OF FUNDS.—None of 

the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available pursuant to this Act shall be obli-
gated or expended to accept or process appli-
cations for a patent for any mining or mill 
site claim located under the general mining 
laws. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply if the Secretary of the Interior deter-
mines that, for the claim concerned (1) a pat-
ent application was filed with the Secretary 
on or before September 30, 1994; and (2) all re-
quirements established under sections 2325 
and 2326 of the Revised Statutes (30 U.S.C. 29 
and 30) for vein or lode claims, sections 2329, 
2330, 2331, and 2333 of the Revised Statutes (30 
U.S.C. 35, 36, and 37) for placer claims, and 
section 2337 of the Revised Statutes (30 
U.S.C. 42) for mill site claims, as the case 
may be, were fully complied with by the ap-
plicant by that date. 

(c) REPORT.—On September 30, 2017, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall file with the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate 
a report on actions taken by the Department 
under the plan submitted pursuant to sec-
tion 314(c) of the Department of the Interior 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1997 (Public Law 104–208). 

(d) MINERAL EXAMINATIONS.—In order to 
process patent applications in a timely and 
responsible manner, upon the request of a 
patent applicant, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall allow the applicant to fund a quali-
fied third-party contractor to be selected by 
the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to conduct a mineral examination of 
the mining claims or mill sites contained in 
a patent application as set forth in sub-
section (b). The Bureau of Land Management 
shall have the sole responsibility to choose 
and pay the third-party contractor in ac-
cordance with the standard procedures em-
ployed by the Bureau of Land Management 
in the retention of third-party contractors. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, PRIOR YEAR 
LIMITATION 

SEC. 405. Sections 405 and 406 of division F 
of the Consolidated and Further Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 113–235) 
shall continue in effect in fiscal year 2016. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, FISCAL YEAR 2016 
LIMITATION 

SEC. 406. Amounts provided by this Act for 
fiscal year 2016 under the headings ‘‘Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service, Contract Support Costs’’ and 
‘‘Department of the Interior, Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and Bureau of Indian Education, 
Contract Support Costs’’ are the only 
amounts available for contract support costs 
arising out of self-determination or self-gov-
ernance contracts, grants, compacts, or an-
nual funding agreements for fiscal year 2016 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs or the In-
dian Health Service: Provided, That such 
amounts provided by this Act are not avail-
able for payment of claims for contract sup-
port costs for prior years, or for repayments 
of payments for settlements or judgments 
awarding contract support costs for prior 
years. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS 

SEC. 407. The Secretary of Agriculture 
shall not be considered to be in violation of 
subparagraph 6(f)(5)(A) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning 
Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604(f)(5)(A)) solely be-
cause more than 15 years have passed with-
out revision of the plan for a unit of the Na-
tional Forest System. Nothing in this sec-
tion exempts the Secretary from any other 
requirement of the Forest and Rangeland Re-
newable Resources Planning Act (16 U.S.C. 
1600 et seq.) or any other law: Provided, That 
if the Secretary is not acting expeditiously 
and in good faith, within the funding avail-
able, to revise a plan for a unit of the Na-
tional Forest System, this section shall be 
void with respect to such plan and a court of 
proper jurisdiction may order completion of 
the plan on an accelerated basis. 

PROHIBITION WITHIN NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

SEC. 408. No funds provided in this Act may 
be expended to conduct preleasing, leasing 
and related activities under either the Min-
eral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.) or the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1331 et seq.) within the boundaries of a Na-
tional Monument established pursuant to 
the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 431 et seq.) 
as such boundary existed on January 20, 2001, 
except where such activities are allowed 
under the Presidential proclamation estab-
lishing such monument. 

LIMITATION ON TAKINGS 

SEC. 409. Unless otherwise provided herein, 
no funds appropriated in this Act for the ac-
quisition of lands or interests in lands may 
be expended for the filing of declarations of 
taking or complaints in condemnation with-
out the approval of the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided, 
That this provision shall not apply to funds 
appropriated to implement the Everglades 
National Park Protection and Expansion Act 
of 1989, or to funds appropriated for Federal 
assistance to the State of Florida to acquire 
lands for Everglades restoration purposes. 

TIMBER SALE REQUIREMENTS 

SEC. 410. No timber sale in Alaska’s Region 
10 shall be advertised if the indicated rate is 
deficit (defined as the value of the timber is 
not sufficient to cover all logging and stump-
age costs and provide a normal profit and 
risk allowance under the Forest Service’s ap-
praisal process) when appraised using a re-
sidual value appraisal. The western red cedar 
timber from those sales which is surplus to 
the needs of the domestic processors in Alas-
ka, shall be made available to domestic proc-
essors in the contiguous 48 United States at 
prevailing domestic prices. All additional 
western red cedar volume not sold to Alaska 
or contiguous 48 United States domestic 
processors may be exported to foreign mar-
kets at the election of the timber sale hold-
er. All Alaska yellow cedar may be sold at 
prevailing export prices at the election of 
the timber sale holder. 
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PROHIBITION ON NO-BID CONTRACTS 

SEC. 411. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act to ex-
ecutive branch agencies may be used to enter 
into any Federal contract unless such con-
tract is entered into in accordance with the 
requirements of Chapter 33 of title 41, United 
States Code, or Chapter 137 of title 10, United 
States Code, and the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation, unless— 

(1) Federal law specifically authorizes a 
contract to be entered into without regard 
for these requirements, including formula 
grants for States, or federally recognized In-
dian tribes; or 

(2) such contract is authorized by the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (Public Law 93–638, 25 U.S.C. 450 
et seq.) or by any other Federal laws that 
specifically authorize a contract within an 
Indian tribe as defined in section 4(e) of that 
Act (25 U.S.C. 450b(e)); or 

(3) such contract was awarded prior to the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

POSTING OF REPORTS 
SEC. 412. (a) Any agency receiving funds 

made available in this Act, shall, subject to 
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public 
website of that agency any report required 
to be submitted by the Congress in this or 
any other Act, upon the determination by 
the head of the agency that it shall serve the 
national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains proprietary infor-
mation. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has 
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less 
than 45 days. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS GRANT 
GUIDELINES 

SEC. 413. Of the funds provided to the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts— 

(1) The Chairperson shall only award a 
grant to an individual if such grant is award-
ed to such individual for a literature fellow-
ship, National Heritage Fellowship, or Amer-
ican Jazz Masters Fellowship. 

(2) The Chairperson shall establish proce-
dures to ensure that no funding provided 
through a grant, except a grant made to a 
State or local arts agency, or regional group, 
may be used to make a grant to any other 
organization or individual to conduct activ-
ity independent of the direct grant recipient. 
Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit 
payments made in exchange for goods and 
services. 

(3) No grant shall be used for seasonal sup-
port to a group, unless the application is spe-
cific to the contents of the season, including 
identified programs or projects. 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS PROGRAM 

PRIORITIES 
SEC. 414. (a) In providing services or award-

ing financial assistance under the National 
Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities 
Act of 1965 from funds appropriated under 
this Act, the Chairperson of the National En-
dowment for the Arts shall ensure that pri-
ority is given to providing services or award-
ing financial assistance for projects, produc-
tions, workshops, or programs that serve un-
derserved populations. 

(b) In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘underserved population’’ 

means a population of individuals, including 
urban minorities, who have historically been 
outside the purview of arts and humanities 
programs due to factors such as a high inci-
dence of income below the poverty line or to 
geographic isolation. 

(2) The term ‘‘poverty line’’ means the pov-
erty line (as defined by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and revised annually in ac-
cordance with section 673(2) of the Commu-
nity Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 
9902(2))) applicable to a family of the size in-
volved. 

(c) In providing services and awarding fi-
nancial assistance under the National Foun-
dation on the Arts and Humanities Act of 
1965 with funds appropriated by this Act, the 
Chairperson of the National Endowment for 
the Arts shall ensure that priority is given 
to providing services or awarding financial 
assistance for projects, productions, work-
shops, or programs that will encourage pub-
lic knowledge, education, understanding, and 
appreciation of the arts. 

(d) With funds appropriated by this Act to 
carry out section 5 of the National Founda-
tion on the Arts and Humanities Act of 
1965— 

(1) the Chairperson shall establish a grant 
category for projects, productions, work-
shops, or programs that are of national im-
pact or availability or are able to tour sev-
eral States; 

(2) the Chairperson shall not make grants 
exceeding 15 percent, in the aggregate, of 
such funds to any single State, excluding 
grants made under the authority of para-
graph (1); 

(3) the Chairperson shall report to the Con-
gress annually and by State, on grants 
awarded by the Chairperson in each grant 
category under section 5 of such Act; and 

(4) the Chairperson shall encourage the use 
of grants to improve and support commu-
nity-based music performance and edu-
cation. 

STATUS OF BALANCES OF APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 415. The Department of the Interior, 

the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Forest Service, and the Indian Health Serv-
ice shall provide the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and Senate quarterly reports on the status of 
balances of appropriations including all un-
committed, committed, and unobligated 
funds in each program and activity. 

REPORT ON USE OF CLIMATE CHANGE FUNDS 
SEC. 416. Not later than 120 days after the 

date on which the President’s fiscal year 2017 
budget request is submitted to the Congress, 
the President shall submit a comprehensive 
report to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate describing in detail all Federal agency 
funding, domestic and international, for cli-
mate change programs, projects, and activi-
ties in fiscal years 2015 and 2016, including an 
accounting of funding by agency with each 
agency identifying climate change programs, 
projects, and activities and associated costs 
by line item as presented in the President’s 
Budget Appendix, and including citations 
and linkages where practicable to each stra-
tegic plan that is driving funding within 
each climate change program, project, and 
activity listed in the report. 

PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 417. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, none of the funds made available 
in this Act or any other Act may be used to 
promulgate or implement any regulation re-
quiring the issuance of permits under title V 
of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7661 et seq.) 
for carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, water 
vapor, or methane emissions resulting from 
biological processes associated with live-
stock production. 

GREENHOUSE GAS REPORTING RESTRICTIONS 
SEC. 418. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, none of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act may be used to im-
plement any provision in a rule, if that pro-

vision requires mandatory reporting of 
greenhouse gas emissions from manure man-
agement systems. 

MODIFICATION OF AUTHORITIES 
SEC. 419. (a) Section 8162(m)(3) of the De-

partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2000 
(40 U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 106–79) is 
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2015’’ 
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’. 

(b) For fiscal year 2016, the authority pro-
vided by the provisos under the heading 
‘‘Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commis-
sion—Capital Construction’’ in division E of 
Public Law 112–74 shall not be in effect. 

FUNDING PROHIBITION 
SEC. 420. None of the funds made available 

by this or any other Act may be used to reg-
ulate the lead content of ammunition, am-
munition components, or fishing tackle 
under the Toxic Substances Control Act (15 
U.S.C. 2601 et seq.) or any other law. 

CONTRACTING AUTHORITIES 
SEC. 421. Section 412 of Division E of Public 

Law 112–74 is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal 
year 2015,’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2017,’’. 

CHESAPEAKE BAY INITIATIVE 
SEC. 422. Section 502(c) of the Chesapeake 

Bay Initiative Act of 1998 (Public Law 105– 
312; 16 U.S.C. 461 note) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2015’’ and inserting ‘‘2017’’. 

EXTENSION OF GRAZING PERMITS 
SEC. 423. The terms and conditions of sec-

tion 325 of Public Law 108–108 (117 Stat. 1307), 
regarding grazing permits issued by the For-
est Service on any lands not subject to ad-
ministration under section 402 of the Federal 
Lands Policy and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 
1752), shall remain in effect for fiscal year 
2016. 

USE OF AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL 
SEC. 424. (a)(1) None of the funds made 

available by a State water pollution control 
revolving fund as authorized by section 1452 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300j–12) shall be used for a project for the 
construction, alteration, maintenance, or re-
pair of a public water system or treatment 
works unless all of the iron and steel prod-
ucts used in the project are produced in the 
United States. 

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and 
steel’’ products means the following products 
made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and 
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, 
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, 
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete, 
and construction materials. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any 
case or category of cases in which the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Administrator’’) finds that— 

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest; 

(2) iron and steel products are not produced 
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities and of a satisfac-
tory quality; or 

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the 
cost of the overall project by more than 25 
percent. 

(c) If the Administrator receives a request 
for a waiver under this section, the Adminis-
trator shall make available to the public on 
an informal basis a copy of the request and 
information available to the Administrator 
concerning the request, and shall allow for 
informal public input on the request for at 
least 15 days prior to making a finding based 
on the request. The Administrator shall 
make the request and accompanying infor-
mation available by electronic means, in-
cluding on the official public Internet Web 
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site of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. 

(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements. 

(e) The Administrator may retain up to 
0.25 percent of the funds appropriated in this 
Act for the Clean and Drinking Water State 
Revolving Funds for carrying out the provi-
sions described in subsection (a)(1) for man-
agement and oversight of the requirements 
of this section. 

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
SEC. 425. (a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

(2) AFFECTED STATE.—The term ‘‘affected 
State’’ means any of the Great Lakes States 
(as defined in section 118(a)(3) of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1268(a)(3))). 

(3) DISCHARGE.—The term ‘‘discharge’’ 
means a discharge as defined in section 502 of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1362). 

(4) GREAT LAKES.—The term ‘‘Great Lakes’’ 
means any of the waters as defined in section 
118(a)(3) of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1268(a)(3)). 

(5) TREATMENT WORKS.—The term ‘‘treat-
ment works’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 212 of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1292). 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

work with affected States having publicly 
owned treatment works that discharge to 
the Great Lakes to create public notice re-
quirements for a combined sewer overflow 
discharge to the Great Lakes. 

(2) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.—The notice re-
quirements referred to in paragraph (1) shall 
provide for— 

(i) the method of the notice; 
(ii) the contents of the notice, in accord-

ance with paragraph (3); and 
(iii) requirements for public availability of 

the notice. 
(3) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The contents of the no-

tice under paragraph (1) shall include— 
(i) the dates and times of the applicable 

discharge; 
(ii) the volume of the discharge; and 
(iii) a description of any public access 

areas impacted by the discharge. 
(B) CONSISTENCY.—The minimum require-

ments under this paragraph shall be con-
sistent for all affected States. 

(4) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Ad-
ministrator shall work with the affected 
States to include— 

(A) follow-up notice requirements that pro-
vide a description of— 

(i) each applicable discharge; 
(ii) the cause of the discharge; and 
(iii) plans to prevent a reoccurrence of a 

combined sewer overflow discharge to the 
Great Lakes consistent with section 402 of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1342) or an administrative order or 
consent decree under such Act; and 

(B) annual publication requirements that 
list each treatment works from which the 
Administrator or the affected State receive a 
follow-up notice. 

(5) TIMING.— 
(A) The notice and publication require-

ments described in this subsection shall be 
implemented by not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

(B) The Administrator of the EPA may ex-
tend the implementation deadline for indi-
vidual communities if the Administrator de-
termines the community needs additional 
time to comply in order to avoid undue eco-
nomic hardship. 

(6) STATE ACTION.—Nothing in this sub-
section prohibits an affected State from es-
tablishing a State notice requirement in the 
event of a discharge that is more stringent 
than the requirements described in this sub-
section. 

GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE 
SEC. 426. Section 118(c) of the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1268(c)) is amended by striking paragraph (7) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(7) GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INITIA-
TIVE.— 

‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Agency a Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (referred to in this paragraph as 
the ‘Initiative’) to carry out programs and 
projects for Great Lakes protection and res-
toration. 

‘‘(B) FOCUS AREAS.—The Initiative shall 
prioritize programs and projects carried out 
in coordination with non-Federal partners 
and programs and projects that address pri-
ority areas each fiscal year, including— 

‘‘(i) the remediation of toxic substances 
and areas of concern; 

‘‘(ii) the prevention and control of invasive 
species and the impacts of invasive species; 

‘‘(iii) the protection and restoration of 
nearshore health and the prevention and 
mitigation of nonpoint source pollution; 

‘‘(iv) habitat and wildlife protection and 
restoration, including wetlands restoration 
and preservation; and 

‘‘(v) accountability, monitoring, evalua-
tion, communication, and partnership activi-
ties. 

‘‘(C) PROJECTS.—Under the Initiative, the 
Agency shall collaborate with Federal part-
ners, including the Great Lakes Interagency 
Task Force, to select the best combination 
of programs and projects for Great Lakes 
protection and restoration using appropriate 
principles and criteria, including whether a 
program or project provides— 

‘‘(i) the ability to achieve strategic and 
measurable environmental outcomes that 
implement the Great Lakes Action Plan and 
the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement; 

‘‘(ii) the feasibility of— 
‘‘(I) prompt implementation; 
‘‘(II) timely achievement of results; and 
‘‘(III) resource leveraging; and 
‘‘(iii) the opportunity to improve inter-

agency and inter-organizational coordina-
tion and collaboration to reduce duplication 
and streamline efforts. 

‘‘(D) IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(G)(ii), funds made available to carry out the 
Initiative shall be used to strategically im-
plement— 

‘‘(I) Federal projects; and 
‘‘(II) projects carried out in coordination 

with States, Indian tribes, municipalities, 
institutions of higher education, and other 
organizations. 

‘‘(ii) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—With amounts 
made available for the Initiative each fiscal 
year, the Administrator may— 

‘‘(I) transfer not more than the total 
amount appropriated under subparagraph 
(G)(i) for the fiscal year to the head of any 
Federal department or agency, with the con-
currence of the department or agency head, 
to carry out activities to support the Initia-
tive and the Great Lakes Water Quality 
Agreement; and 

‘‘(II) enter into an interagency agreement 
with the head of any Federal department or 
agency to carry out activities described in 
subclause (I). 

‘‘(E) SCOPE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Projects shall be carried 

out under the Initiative on multiple levels, 
including— 

‘‘(I) Great Lakes-wide; and 

‘‘(II) Great Lakes basin-wide. 
‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—No funds made available 

to carry out the Initiative may be used for 
any water infrastructure activity (other 
than a green infrastructure project that im-
proves habitat and other ecosystem func-
tions in the Great Lakes) for which amounts 
are made available from— 

‘‘(I) a State water pollution control revolv-
ing fund established under title VI; or 

‘‘(II) a State drinking water revolving loan 
fund established under section 1452 of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j–12). 

‘‘(F) ACTIVITIES BY OTHER FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES.—Each relevant Federal department or 
agency shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable— 

‘‘(i) maintain the base level of funding for 
the Great Lakes activities of that depart-
ment or agency without regard to funding 
under the Initiative; and 

‘‘(ii) identify new activities and projects to 
support the environmental goals of the Ini-
tiative. 

‘‘(G) FUNDING.—There are authorized to be 
appropriated to carry out this paragraph for 
fiscal year 2016, $300,000,000.’’. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER REAUTHORIZATION 

SEC. 427. Section 13 of the John F. Kennedy 
Center Act (20 U.S.C. 76r) is amended by 
striking subsections (a) and (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND SECU-
RITY.—There is authorized to be appropriated 
to the Board to carry out section 4(a)(1)(H), 
$22,000,000 for fiscal year 2016. 

‘‘(b) CAPITAL PROJECTS.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated to the Board to carry 
out subparagraphs (F) and (G) of section 
4(a)(1), $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2016.’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ment of the Interior, Environment, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION H—DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, AND 
EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ADMINISTRATION 

TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act (referred to 
in this Act as ‘‘WIOA’’), the Second Chance 
Act of 2007, the National Apprenticeship Act, 
and the Women in Apprenticeship and Non-
traditional Occupations Act of 1992 
(‘‘WANTO Act’’), $3,335,425,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall be available. Of the 
amounts provided: 

(1) for grants to States for adult employ-
ment and training activities, youth activi-
ties, and dislocated worker employment and 
training activities, $2,709,832,000 as follows: 

(A) $815,556,000 for adult employment and 
training activities, of which $103,556,000 shall 
be available for the period July 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017, and of which 
$712,000,000 shall be available for the period 
October 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017; 

(B) $873,416,000 for youth activities, which 
shall be available for the period April 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017; and 

(C) $1,020,860,000 for dislocated worker em-
ployment and training activities, of which 
$160,860,000 shall be available for the period 
July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017, and of 
which $860,000,000 shall be available for the 
period October 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017: 
Provided, That pursuant to section 128(a)(1) 
of the WIOA, the amount available to the 
Governor for statewide workforce invest-
ment activities shall not exceed 15 percent of 
the amount allotted to the State from each 
of the appropriations under the preceding 
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subparagraphs: Provided further, That the 
funds available for allotment to outlying 
areas to carry out subtitle B of title I of the 
WIOA shall not be subject to the require-
ments of section 127(b)(1)(B)(ii) of such Act; 
and 

(2) for national programs, $625,593,000 as 
follows: 

(A) $220,859,000 for the dislocated workers 
assistance national reserve, of which 
$20,859,000 shall be available for the period 
July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017, and 
of which $200,000,000 shall be available for the 
period October 1, 2016 through September 30, 
2017: Provided, That funds provided to carry 
out section 132(a)(2)(A) of the WIOA may be 
used to provide assistance to a State for 
statewide or local use in order to address 
cases where there have been worker disloca-
tions across multiple sectors or across mul-
tiple local areas and such workers remain 
dislocated; coordinate the State workforce 
development plan with emerging economic 
development needs; and train such eligible 
dislocated workers: Provided further, That 
funds provided to carry out sections 168(b) 
and 169(c) of the WIOA may be used for tech-
nical assistance and demonstration projects, 
respectively, that provide assistance to new 
entrants in the workforce and incumbent 
workers: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 168(b) of the WIOA, of the 
funds provided under this subparagraph, the 
Secretary of Labor (referred to in this title 
as ‘‘Secretary’’) may reserve not more than 
10 percent of such funds to provide technical 
assistance and carry out additional activi-
ties related to the transition to the WIOA: 
Provided further, That, of the funds provided 
under this subparagraph, $19,000,000 shall be 
made available for applications submitted in 
accordance with section 170 of the WIOA for 
training and employment assistance for 
workers dislocated from coal mines and coal- 
fired power plants; 

(B) $50,000,000 for Native American pro-
grams under section 166 of the WIOA, which 
shall be available for the period July 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017; 

(C) $81,896,000 for migrant and seasonal 
farmworker programs under section 167 of 
the WIOA, including $75,885,000 for formula 
grants (of which not less than 70 percent 
shall be for employment and training serv-
ices), $5,517,000 for migrant and seasonal 
housing (of which not less than 70 percent 
shall be for permanent housing), and $494,000 
for other discretionary purposes, which shall 
be available for the period July 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law or 
related regulation, the Department of Labor 
shall take no action limiting the number or 
proportion of eligible participants receiving 
related assistance services or discouraging 
grantees from providing such services; 

(D) $994,000 for carrying out the WANTO 
Act, which shall be available for the period 
July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017; 

(E) $84,534,000 for YouthBuild activities as 
described in section 171 of the WIOA, which 
shall be available for the period April 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017; 

(F) $3,232,000 for technical assistance ac-
tivities under section 168 of the WIOA, which 
shall be available for the period July 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017; 

(G) $88,078,000 for ex-offender activities, 
under the authority of section 169 of the 
WIOA and section 212 of the Second Chance 
Act of 2007, which shall be available for the 
period April 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017: 
Provided, That of this amount, $20,000,000 
shall be for competitive grants to national 
and regional intermediaries for activities 
that prepare young ex-offenders and school 
dropouts for employment, with a priority for 

projects serving high-crime, high-poverty 
areas; 

(H) $6,000,000 for the Workforce Data Qual-
ity Initiative, under the authority of section 
169 of the WIOA, which shall be available for 
the period July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017; 
and 

(I) $90,000,000 to expand opportunities relat-
ing to apprenticeship programs registered 
under the National Apprenticeship Act, to be 
available to the Secretary to carry out ac-
tivities through grants, cooperative agree-
ments, contracts and other arrangements, 
with States and other appropriate entities, 
which shall be available for the period April 
1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. 

JOB CORPS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

To carry out subtitle C of title I of the 
WIOA, including Federal administrative ex-
penses, the purchase and hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, the construction, alteration, 
and repairs of buildings and other facilities, 
and the purchase of real property for train-
ing centers as authorized by the WIOA, 
$1,689,155,000, plus reimbursements, as fol-
lows: 

(1) $1,581,825,000 for Job Corps Operations, 
which shall be available for the period July 
1, 2016 through June 30, 2017; 

(2) $75,000,000 for construction, rehabilita-
tion and acquisition of Job Corps Centers, 
which shall be available for the period July 
1, 2016 through June 30, 2019, and which may 
include the acquisition, maintenance, and 
repair of major items of equipment: Provided, 
That the Secretary may transfer up to 15 
percent of such funds to meet the oper-
ational needs of such centers or to achieve 
administrative efficiencies: Provided further, 
That any funds transferred pursuant to the 
preceding proviso shall not be available for 
obligation after June 30, 2017: Provided fur-
ther, That the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate are notified at least 15 days in advance of 
any transfer; and 

(3) $32,330,000 for necessary expenses of Job 
Corps, which shall be available for obligation 
for the period October 1, 2015 through Sep-
tember 30, 2016: 
Provided, That no funds from any other ap-
propriation shall be used to provide meal 
services at or for Job Corps centers. 
COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT FOR OLDER 

AMERICANS 
To carry out title V of the Older Ameri-

cans Act of 1965 (referred to in this Act as 
‘‘OAA’’), $434,371,000, which shall be available 
for the period July 1, 2016 through June 30, 
2017, and may be recaptured and reobligated 
in accordance with section 517(c) of the OAA. 

FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS AND 
ALLOWANCES 

For payments during fiscal year 2016 of 
trade adjustment benefit payments and al-
lowances under part I of subchapter B of 
chapter 2 of title II of the Trade Act of 1974, 
and section 246 of that Act; and for training, 
employment and case management services, 
allowances for job search and relocation, and 
related State administrative expenses under 
part II of subchapter B of chapter 2 of title 
II of the Trade Act of 1974, and including 
benefit payments, allowances, training, em-
ployment and case management services, 
and related State administration provided 
pursuant to section 231(a) of the Trade Ad-
justment Assistance Extension Act of 2011 
and section 405(a) of the Trade Preferences 
Extension Act of 2015, $861,000,000 together 
with such amounts as may be necessary to be 
charged to the subsequent appropriation for 
payments for any period subsequent to Sep-
tember 15, 2016: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 502 of this division, any part 

of the appropriation provided under this 
heading may remain available for obligation 
beyond the current fiscal year pursuant to 
the authorities of section 245(c) of the Trade 
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2317(c)). 

STATE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE AND 
EMPLOYMENT SERVICE OPERATIONS 

For authorized administrative expenses, 
$89,066,000, together with not to exceed 
$3,480,812,000 which may be expended from 
the Employment Security Administration 
Account in the Unemployment Trust Fund 
(‘‘the Trust Fund’’), of which: 

(1) $2,725,550,000 from the Trust Fund is for 
grants to States for the administration of 
State unemployment insurance laws as au-
thorized under title III of the Social Security 
Act (including not less than $95,000,000 to 
conduct in-person reemployment and eligi-
bility assessments and unemployment insur-
ance improper payment reviews, and to pro-
vide reemployment services and referrals to 
training as appropriate, for claimants of un-
employment insurance for ex-service mem-
bers under 5 U.S.C. 8521 et. seq. and for the 
claimants of regular unemployment com-
pensation who are profiled as most likely to 
exhaust their benefits in each State, and 
$3,000,000 for continued support of the Unem-
ployment Insurance Integrity Center of Ex-
cellence), the administration of unemploy-
ment insurance for Federal employees and 
for ex-service members as authorized under 5 
U.S.C. 8501–8523, and the administration of 
trade readjustment allowances, reemploy-
ment trade adjustment assistance, and alter-
native trade adjustment assistance under the 
Trade Act of 1974 and under section 231(a) of 
the Trade Adjustment Assistance Extension 
Act of 2011 and section 405(a) of the Trade 
Preferences Extension Act of 2015, and shall 
be available for obligation by the States 
through December 31, 2016, except that funds 
used for automation acquisitions shall be 
available for Federal obligation through De-
cember 31, 2016, and for State obligation 
through September 30, 2018, or, if the auto-
mation acquisition is being carried out 
through consortia of States, for State obliga-
tion through September 30, 2021, and for ex-
penditure through September 30, 2022, and 
funds for competitive grants awarded to 
States for improved operations and to con-
duct in-person assessments and reviews and 
provide reemployment services and referrals 
shall be available for Federal obligation 
through December 31, 2016, and for obligation 
by the States through September 30, 2018, 
and funds for the Unemployment Insurance 
Integrity Center of Excellence shall be avail-
able for obligation by the State through Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and funds used for unemploy-
ment insurance workloads experienced by 
the States through September 30, 2016 shall 
be available for Federal obligation through 
December 31, 2016; 

(2) $14,547,000 from the Trust Fund is for 
national activities necessary to support the 
administration of the Federal-State unem-
ployment insurance system; 

(3) $658,587,000 from the Trust Fund, to-
gether with $21,413,000 from the General 
Fund of the Treasury, is for grants to States 
in accordance with section 6 of the Wagner- 
Peyser Act, and shall be available for Fed-
eral obligation for the period July 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017; 

(4) $19,818,000 from the Trust Fund is for 
national activities of the Employment Serv-
ice, including administration of the work op-
portunity tax credit under section 51 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and the provi-
sion of technical assistance and staff train-
ing under the Wagner-Peyser Act; 

(5) $62,310,000 from the Trust Fund is for 
the administration of foreign labor certifi-
cations and related activities under the Im-
migration and Nationality Act and related 
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laws, of which $48,028,000 shall be available 
for the Federal administration of such ac-
tivities, and $14,282,000 shall be available for 
grants to States for the administration of 
such activities; and 

(6) $67,653,000 from the General Fund is to 
provide workforce information, national 
electronic tools, and one-stop system build-
ing under the Wagner-Peyser Act and shall 
be available for Federal obligation for the 
period July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017: 
Provided, That to the extent that the Aver-
age Weekly Insured Unemployment 
(‘‘AWIU’’) for fiscal year 2016 is projected by 
the Department of Labor to exceed 2,680,000, 
an additional $28,600,000 from the Trust Fund 
shall be available for obligation for every 
100,000 increase in the AWIU level (including 
a pro rata amount for any increment less 
than 100,000) to carry out title III of the So-
cial Security Act: Provided further, That 
funds appropriated in this Act that are allot-
ted to a State to carry out activities under 
title III of the Social Security Act may be 
used by such State to assist other States in 
carrying out activities under such title III if 
the other States include areas that have suf-
fered a major disaster declared by the Presi-
dent under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may use 
funds appropriated for grants to States 
under title III of the Social Security Act to 
make payments on behalf of States for the 
use of the National Directory of New Hires 
under section 453(j)(8) of such Act: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may use funds 
appropriated for grants to States under title 
III of the Social Security Act to make pay-
ments on behalf of States to the entity oper-
ating the State Information Data Exchange 
System: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated in this Act which are used to estab-
lish a national one-stop career center sys-
tem, or which are used to support the na-
tional activities of the Federal-State unem-
ployment insurance, employment service, or 
immigration programs, may be obligated in 
contracts, grants, or agreements with States 
and non-State entities: Provided further, That 
States awarded competitive grants for im-
proved operations under title III of the So-
cial Security Act, or awarded grants to sup-
port the national activities of the Federal- 
State unemployment insurance system, may 
award subgrants to other States under such 
grants, subject to the conditions applicable 
to the grants: Provided further, That funds 
appropriated under this Act for activities au-
thorized under title III of the Social Security 
Act and the Wagner-Peyser Act may be used 
by States to fund integrated Unemployment 
Insurance and Employment Service automa-
tion efforts, notwithstanding cost allocation 
principles prescribed under the Office of 
Management and Budget Circular A–87: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary, at the re-
quest of a State participating in a consor-
tium with other States, may reallot funds al-
lotted to such State under title III of the So-
cial Security Act to other States partici-
pating in the consortium in order to carry 
out activities that benefit the administra-
tion of the unemployment compensation law 
of the State making the request: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may collect fees 
for the costs associated with additional data 
collection, analyses, and reporting services 
relating to the National Agricultural Work-
ers Survey requested by State and local gov-
ernments, public and private institutions of 
higher education, and nonprofit organiza-
tions and may utilize such sums, in accord-
ance with the provisions of 29 U.S.C. 9a, for 
the National Agricultural Workers Survey 
infrastructure, methodology, and data to 
meet the information collection and report-
ing needs of such entities, which shall be 

credited to this appropriation and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017, for 
such purposes. 

In addition, $20,000,000 from the Employ-
ment Security Administration Account of 
the Unemployment Trust Fund shall be 
available for in-person reemployment and 
eligibility assessments and unemployment 
insurance improper payment reviews and to 
provide reemployment services and referrals 
to training as appropriate, which shall be 
available for Federal obligations through De-
cember 31, 2016, and for State obligation 
through September 30, 2018. 
ADVANCES TO THE UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST FUND 

AND OTHER FUNDS 
For repayable advances to the Unemploy-

ment Trust Fund as authorized by sections 
905(d) and 1203 of the Social Security Act, 
and to the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund 
as authorized by section 9501(c)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986; and for non-
repayable advances to the revolving fund es-
tablished by section 901(e) of the Social Se-
curity Act, to the Unemployment Trust 
Fund as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 8509, and to 
the ‘‘Federal Unemployment Benefits and 
Allowances’’ account, such sums as may be 
necessary, which shall be available for obli-
gation through September 30, 2017. 

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 
For expenses of administering employment 

and training programs, $104,577,000, together 
with not to exceed $49,982,000 which may be 
expended from the Employment Security Ad-
ministration Account in the Unemployment 
Trust Fund. 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the Employee 

Benefits Security Administration, 
$181,000,000. 

PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION 
PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION 

FUND 
The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 

(‘‘Corporation’’) is authorized to make such 
expenditures, including financial assistance 
authorized by subtitle E of title IV of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974, within limits of funds and borrowing 
authority available to the Corporation, and 
in accord with law, and to make such con-
tracts and commitments without regard to 
fiscal year limitations, as provided by 31 
U.S.C. 9104, as may be necessary in carrying 
out the program, including associated ad-
ministrative expenses, through September 
30, 2016, for the Corporation: Provided, That 
none of the funds available to the Corpora-
tion for fiscal year 2016 shall be available for 
obligations for administrative expenses in 
excess of $431,799,000: Provided further, That 
to the extent that the number of new plan 
participants in plans terminated by the Cor-
poration exceeds 100,000 in fiscal year 2016, 
an amount not to exceed an additional 
$9,200,000 shall be available through Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for obligation for adminis-
trative expenses for every 20,000 additional 
terminated participants: Provided further, 
That obligations in excess of the amounts 
provided in this paragraph may be incurred 
for unforeseen and extraordinary 
pretermination expenses or extraordinary 
multiemployer program related expenses 
after approval by the Office of Management 
and Budget and notification of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate. 

WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Wage and 
Hour Division, including reimbursement to 

State, Federal, and local agencies and their 
employees for inspection services rendered, 
$227,500,000. 

OFFICE OF LABOR-MANAGEMENT STANDARDS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Office of 
Labor-Management Standards, $40,593,000. 

OFFICE OF FEDERAL CONTRACT COMPLIANCE 
PROGRAMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the Office of 

Federal Contract Compliance Programs, 
$105,476,000. 

OFFICE OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
PROGRAMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the Office of 

Workers’ Compensation Programs, 
$113,324,000, together with $2,177,000 which 
may be expended from the Special Fund in 
accordance with sections 39(c), 44(d), and 
44(j) of the Longshore and Harbor Workers’ 
Compensation Act. 

SPECIAL BENEFITS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the payment of compensation, bene-
fits, and expenses (except administrative ex-
penses) accruing during the current or any 
prior fiscal year authorized by 5 U.S.C. 81; 
continuation of benefits as provided for 
under the heading ‘‘Civilian War Benefits’’ in 
the Federal Security Agency Appropriation 
Act, 1947; the Employees’ Compensation 
Commission Appropriation Act, 1944; section 
5(f) of the War Claims Act (50 U.S.C. App. 
2004); obligations incurred under the War 
Hazards Compensation Act (42 U.S.C. 1701 et 
seq.); and 50 percent of the additional com-
pensation and benefits required by section 
10(h) of the Longshore and Harbor Workers’ 
Compensation Act, $210,000,000, together with 
such amounts as may be necessary to be 
charged to the subsequent year appropria-
tion for the payment of compensation and 
other benefits for any period subsequent to 
August 15 of the current year, for deposit 
into and to assume the attributes of the Em-
ployees’ Compensation Fund established 
under 5 U.S.C. 8147(a): Provided, That 
amounts appropriated may be used under 5 
U.S.C. 8104 by the Secretary to reimburse an 
employer, who is not the employer at the 
time of injury, for portions of the salary of 
a re-employed, disabled beneficiary: Provided 
further, That balances of reimbursements un-
obligated on September 30, 2015, shall remain 
available until expended for the payment of 
compensation, benefits, and expenses: Pro-
vided further, That in addition there shall be 
transferred to this appropriation from the 
Postal Service and from any other corpora-
tion or instrumentality required under 5 
U.S.C. 8147(c) to pay an amount for its fair 
share of the cost of administration, such 
sums as the Secretary determines to be the 
cost of administration for employees of such 
fair share entities through September 30, 
2016: Provided further, That of those funds 
transferred to this account from the fair 
share entities to pay the cost of administra-
tion of the Federal Employees’ Compensa-
tion Act, $62,170,000 shall be made available 
to the Secretary as follows: 

(1) For enhancement and maintenance of 
automated data processing systems oper-
ations and telecommunications systems, 
$21,140,000; 

(2) For automated workload processing op-
erations, including document imaging, cen-
tralized mail intake, and medical bill proc-
essing, $22,968,000; 

(3) For periodic roll disability management 
and medical review, $16,668,000; 

(4) For program integrity, $1,394,000; and 
(5) The remaining funds shall be paid into 

the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts: 
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Provided further, That the Secretary may re-
quire that any person filing a notice of in-
jury or a claim for benefits under 5 U.S.C. 81, 
or the Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, provide as part of such notice 
and claim, such identifying information (in-
cluding Social Security account number) as 
such regulations may prescribe. 
SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR DISABLED COAL MINERS 

For carrying out title IV of the Federal 
Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, as 
amended by Public Law 107–275, $69,302,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

For making after July 31 of the current fis-
cal year, benefit payments to individuals 
under title IV of such Act, for costs incurred 
in the current fiscal year, such amounts as 
may be necessary. 

For making benefit payments under title 
IV for the first quarter of fiscal year 2017, 
$19,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, ENERGY EMPLOY-

EES OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS COMPENSATION 
FUND 
For necessary expenses to administer the 

Energy Employees Occupational Illness 
Compensation Program Act, $58,552,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That the Secretary may require that any 
person filing a claim for benefits under the 
Act provide as part of such claim such iden-
tifying information (including Social Secu-
rity account number) as may be prescribed. 

BLACK LUNG DISABILITY TRUST FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Such sums as may be necessary from the 
Black Lung Disability Trust Fund (the 
‘‘Fund’’), to remain available until expended, 
for payment of all benefits authorized by sec-
tion 9501(d)(1), (2), (6), and (7) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986; and repayment of, and 
payment of interest on advances, as author-
ized by section 9501(d)(4) of that Act. In addi-
tion, the following amounts may be expended 
from the Fund for fiscal year 2016 for ex-
penses of operation and administration of 
the Black Lung Benefits program, as author-
ized by section 9501(d)(5): not to exceed 
$35,244,000 for transfer to the Office of Work-
ers’ Compensation Programs, ‘‘Salaries and 
Expenses’’; not to exceed $30,279,000 for trans-
fer to Departmental Management, ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses’’; not to exceed $327,000 for 
transfer to Departmental Management, ‘‘Of-
fice of Inspector General’’; and not to exceed 
$356,000 for payments into miscellaneous re-
ceipts for the expenses of the Department of 
the Treasury. 

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the Occupa-

tional Safety and Health Administration, 
$552,787,000, including not to exceed 
$100,850,000 which shall be the maximum 
amount available for grants to States under 
section 23(g) of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Act (the ‘‘Act’’), which grants shall 
be no less than 50 percent of the costs of 
State occupational safety and health pro-
grams required to be incurred under plans 
approved by the Secretary under section 18 
of the Act; and, in addition, notwithstanding 
31 U.S.C. 3302, the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration may retain up to 
$499,000 per fiscal year of training institute 
course tuition and fees, otherwise authorized 
by law to be collected, and may utilize such 
sums for occupational safety and health 
training and education: Provided, That not-
withstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, the Secretary is 
authorized, during the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2016, to collect and retain fees 
for services provided to Nationally Recog-

nized Testing Laboratories, and may utilize 
such sums, in accordance with the provisions 
of 29 U.S.C. 9a, to administer national and 
international laboratory recognition pro-
grams that ensure the safety of equipment 
and products used by workers in the work-
place: Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated under this paragraph 
shall be obligated or expended to prescribe, 
issue, administer, or enforce any standard, 
rule, regulation, or order under the Act 
which is applicable to any person who is en-
gaged in a farming operation which does not 
maintain a temporary labor camp and em-
ploys 10 or fewer employees: Provided further, 
That no funds appropriated under this para-
graph shall be obligated or expended to ad-
minister or enforce any standard, rule, regu-
lation, or order under the Act with respect to 
any employer of 10 or fewer employees who is 
included within a category having a Days 
Away, Restricted, or Transferred (‘‘DART’’) 
occupational injury and illness rate, at the 
most precise industrial classification code 
for which such data are published, less than 
the national average rate as such rates are 
most recently published by the Secretary, 
acting through the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, in accordance with section 24 of the 
Act, except— 

(1) to provide, as authorized by the Act, 
consultation, technical assistance, edu-
cational and training services, and to con-
duct surveys and studies; 

(2) to conduct an inspection or investiga-
tion in response to an employee complaint, 
to issue a citation for violations found dur-
ing such inspection, and to assess a penalty 
for violations which are not corrected within 
a reasonable abatement period and for any 
willful violations found; 

(3) to take any action authorized by the 
Act with respect to imminent dangers; 

(4) to take any action authorized by the 
Act with respect to health hazards; 

(5) to take any action authorized by the 
Act with respect to a report of an employ-
ment accident which is fatal to one or more 
employees or which results in hospitaliza-
tion of two or more employees, and to take 
any action pursuant to such investigation 
authorized by the Act; and 

(6) to take any action authorized by the 
Act with respect to complaints of discrimi-
nation against employees for exercising 
rights under the Act: 
Provided further, That the foregoing proviso 
shall not apply to any person who is engaged 
in a farming operation which does not main-
tain a temporary labor camp and employs 10 
or fewer employees: Provided further, That 
$10,537,000 shall be available for Susan Har-
wood training grants. 

MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Mine Safety 
and Health Administration, $375,887,000, in-
cluding purchase and bestowal of certificates 
and trophies in connection with mine rescue 
and first-aid work, and the hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, including up to $2,000,000 for 
mine rescue and recovery activities and not 
less than $8,441,000 for State assistance 
grants: Provided, That notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302, not to exceed $750,000 may be col-
lected by the National Mine Health and Safe-
ty Academy for room, board, tuition, and the 
sale of training materials, otherwise author-
ized by law to be collected, to be available 
for mine safety and health education and 
training activities: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, the Mine 
Safety and Health Administration is author-
ized to collect and retain up to $2,499,000 
from fees collected for the approval and cer-
tification of equipment, materials, and ex-
plosives for use in mines, and may utilize 

such sums for such activities: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary is authorized to ac-
cept lands, buildings, equipment, and other 
contributions from public and private 
sources and to prosecute projects in coopera-
tion with other agencies, Federal, State, or 
private: Provided further, That the Mine Safe-
ty and Health Administration is authorized 
to promote health and safety education and 
training in the mining community through 
cooperative programs with States, industry, 
and safety associations: Provided further, 
That the Secretary is authorized to recog-
nize the Joseph A. Holmes Safety Associa-
tion as a principal safety association and, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
may provide funds and, with or without re-
imbursement, personnel, including service of 
Mine Safety and Health Administration offi-
cials as officers in local chapters or in the 
national organization: Provided further, That 
any funds available to the Department of 
Labor may be used, with the approval of the 
Secretary, to provide for the costs of mine 
rescue and survival operations in the event 
of a major disaster. 

BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, including advances or re-
imbursements to State, Federal, and local 
agencies and their employees for services 
rendered, $544,000,000, together with not to 
exceed $65,000,000 which may be expended 
from the Employment Security Administra-
tion account in the Unemployment Trust 
Fund. 

OFFICE OF DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT POLICY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Office of 
Disability Employment Policy to provide 
leadership, develop policy and initiatives, 
and award grants furthering the objective of 
eliminating barriers to the training and em-
ployment of people with disabilities, 
$38,203,000. 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for Departmental 

Management, including the hire of three pas-
senger motor vehicles, $334,065,000, together 
with not to exceed $308,000, which may be ex-
pended from the Employment Security Ad-
ministration account in the Unemployment 
Trust Fund: Provided, That $59,825,000 for the 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs shall 
be available for obligation through Decem-
ber 31, 2016: Provided further, That funds 
available to the Bureau of International 
Labor Affairs may be used to administer or 
operate international labor activities, bilat-
eral and multilateral technical assistance, 
and microfinance programs, by or through 
contracts, grants, subgrants and other ar-
rangements: Provided further, That not more 
than $53,825,000 shall be for programs to com-
bat exploitative child labor internationally 
and not less than $6,000,000 shall be used to 
implement model programs that address 
worker rights issues through technical as-
sistance in countries with which the United 
States has free trade agreements or trade 
preference programs: Provided further, That 
$8,040,000 shall be used for program evalua-
tion and shall be available for obligation 
through September 30, 2017: Provided further, 
That funds available for program evaluation 
may be used to administer grants for the 
purpose of evaluation: Provided further, That 
grants made for the purpose of evaluation 
shall be awarded through fair and open com-
petition: Provided further, That funds avail-
able for program evaluation may be trans-
ferred to any other appropriate account in 
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the Department for such purpose: Provided 
further, That the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate are notified at least 15 days in ad-
vance of any transfer: Provided further, That 
the funds available to the Women’s Bureau 
may be used for grants to serve and promote 
the interests of women in the workforce. 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

Not to exceed $233,001,000 may be derived 
from the Employment Security Administra-
tion account in the Unemployment Trust 
Fund to carry out the provisions of chapters 
41, 42, and 43 of title 38, United States Code, 
of which: 

(1) $175,000,000 is for Jobs for Veterans 
State grants under 38 U.S.C. 4102A(b)(5) to 
support disabled veterans’ outreach program 
specialists under section 4103A of such title 
and local veterans’ employment representa-
tives under section 4104(b) of such title, and 
for the expenses described in section 
4102A(b)(5)(C), which shall be available for 
obligation by the States through December 
31, 2016, and not to exceed 3 percent for the 
necessary Federal expenditures for data sys-
tems and contract support to allow for the 
tracking of participant and performance in-
formation: Provided, That, in addition, such 
funds may be used to support such special-
ists and representatives in the provision of 
services to transitioning members of the 
Armed Forces who have participated in the 
Transition Assistance Program and have 
been identified as in need of intensive serv-
ices, to members of the Armed Forces who 
are wounded, ill, or injured and receiving 
treatment in military treatment facilities or 
warrior transition units, and to the spouses 
or other family caregivers of such wounded, 
ill, or injured members; 

(2) $14,100,000 is for carrying out the Tran-
sition Assistance Program under 38 U.S.C. 
4113 and 10 U.S.C. 1144; 

(3) $40,487,000 is for Federal administration 
of chapters 41, 42, and 43 of title 38, United 
States Code; and 

(4) $3,414,000 is for the National Veterans’ 
Employment and Training Services Institute 
under 38 U.S.C. 4109: 
Provided, That the Secretary may reallocate 
among the appropriations provided under 
paragraphs (1) through (4) above an amount 
not to exceed 3 percent of the appropriation 
from which such reallocation is made. 

In addition, from the General Fund of the 
Treasury, $38,109,000 is for carrying out pro-
grams to assist homeless veterans and vet-
erans at risk of homelessness who are 
transitioning from certain institutions under 
sections 2021, 2021A, and 2023 of title 38, 
United States Code: Provided, That notwith-
standing subsections (c)(3) and (d) of section 
2023, the Secretary may award grants 
through September 30, 2016, to provide serv-
ices under such section: Provided further, 
That services provided under section 2023 
may include, in addition to services to the 
individuals described in subsection (e) of 
such section, services to veterans recently 
released from incarceration who are at risk 
of homelessness. 

IT MODERNIZATION 

For necessary expenses for Department of 
Labor centralized infrastructure technology 
investment activities related to support sys-
tems and modernization, $29,778,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For salaries and expenses of the Office of 
Inspector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$80,640,000, together with not to exceed 
$5,660,000 which may be expended from the 
Employment Security Administration ac-
count in the Unemployment Trust Fund. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 101. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act for the Job Corps shall be used to 
pay the salary and bonuses of an individual, 
either as direct costs or any proration as an 
indirect cost, at a rate in excess of Executive 
Level II. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 102. Not to exceed 1 percent of any dis-
cretionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985) which are appropriated for the cur-
rent fiscal year for the Department of Labor 
in this Act may be transferred between a 
program, project, or activity, but no such 
program, project, or activity shall be in-
creased by more than 3 percent by any such 
transfer: Provided, That the transfer author-
ity granted by this section shall not be used 
to create any new program or to fund any 
project or activity for which no funds are 
provided in this Act: Provided further, That 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate are 
notified at least 15 days in advance of any 
transfer. 

SEC. 103. In accordance with Executive 
Order 13126, none of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available pursuant to this 
Act shall be obligated or expended for the 
procurement of goods mined, produced, man-
ufactured, or harvested or services rendered, 
in whole or in part, by forced or indentured 
child labor in industries and host countries 
already identified by the United States De-
partment of Labor prior to enactment of this 
Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
this section, none of the funds made avail-
able to the Department of Labor for grants 
under section 414(c) of the American Com-
petitiveness and Workforce Improvement 
Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2916a) may be used for 
any purpose other than competitive grants 
for training individuals who are older than 16 
years of age and are not currently enrolled 
in school within a local educational agency 
in the occupations and industries for which 
employers are using H–1B visas to hire for-
eign workers, and the related activities nec-
essary to support such training: Provided, 
That up to $13,000,000 of such funds shall be 
available for obligation through September 
30, 2017 to process permanent foreign labor 
certifications under section 212(a)(5)(A) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)(A)): Provided further, That 
the funding limitation under this section 
shall not apply to funding provided pursuant 
to solicitations for grant applications issued 
before January 15, 2014. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available 
by this Act under the heading ‘‘Employment 
and Training Administration’’ shall be used 
by a recipient or subrecipient of such funds 
to pay the salary and bonuses of an indi-
vidual, either as direct costs or indirect 
costs, at a rate in excess of Executive Level 
II. This limitation shall not apply to vendors 
providing goods and services as defined in Of-
fice of Management and Budget Circular A– 
133. Where States are recipients of such 
funds, States may establish a lower limit for 
salaries and bonuses of those receiving sala-
ries and bonuses from subrecipients of such 
funds, taking into account factors including 
the relative cost-of-living in the State, the 
compensation levels for comparable State or 
local government employees, and the size of 
the organizations that administer Federal 
programs involved including Employment 
and Training Administration programs. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 106. Notwithstanding section 102, the 
Secretary may transfer funds made available 
to the Employment and Training Adminis-

tration by this Act, either directly or 
through a set-aside, for technical assistance 
services to grantees to ‘‘Program Adminis-
tration’’ when it is determined that those 
services will be more efficiently performed 
by Federal employees: Provided, That this 
section shall not apply to section 171 of the 
WIOA. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 107. (a) The Secretary may reserve not 

more than 0.75 percent from each appropria-
tion made available in this Act identified in 
subsection (b) in order to carry out evalua-
tions of any of the programs or activities 
that are funded under such accounts. Any 
funds reserved under this section shall be 
transferred to ‘‘Departmental Management’’ 
for use by the Office of the Chief Evaluation 
Officer within the Department of Labor, and 
shall be available for obligation through 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That such funds 
shall only be available if the Chief Evalua-
tion Officer of the Department of Labor sub-
mits a plan to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate describing the evaluations to be 
carried out 15 days in advance of any trans-
fer. 

(b) The accounts referred to in subsection 
(a) are: ‘‘Training and Employment Serv-
ices’’, ‘‘Job Corps’’, ‘‘Community Service 
Employment for Older Americans’’, ‘‘State 
Unemployment Insurance and Employment 
Service Operations’’, ‘‘Employee Benefits Se-
curity Administration’’, ‘‘Office of Workers’ 
Compensation Programs’’, ‘‘Wage and Hour 
Division’’, ‘‘Office of Federal Contract Com-
pliance Programs’’, ‘‘Office of Labor Manage-
ment Standards’’, ‘‘Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration’’, ‘‘Mine Safety and 
Health Administration’’, ‘‘Office of Dis-
ability Employment Policy’’, funding made 
available to the ‘‘Bureau of International 
Labor Affairs’’ and ‘‘Women’s Bureau’’ with-
in the ‘‘Departmental Management, Salaries 
and Expenses’’ account, and ‘‘Veterans Em-
ployment and Training’’. 

SEC. 108. (a) Section 7 of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 207) shall be 
applied as if the following text is part of 
such section: 

‘‘(s)(1) The provisions of this section shall 
not apply for a period of 2 years after the oc-
currence of a major disaster to any em-
ployee— 

‘‘(A) employed to adjust or evaluate claims 
resulting from or relating to such major dis-
aster, by an employer not engaged, directly 
or through an affiliate, in underwriting, sell-
ing, or marketing property, casualty, or li-
ability insurance policies or contracts; 

‘‘(B) who receives from such employer on 
average weekly compensation of not less 
than $591.00 per week or any minimum week-
ly amount established by the Secretary, 
whichever is greater, for the number of 
weeks such employee is engaged in any of 
the activities described in subparagraph (C); 
and 

‘‘(C) whose duties include any of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) interviewing insured individuals, indi-
viduals who suffered injuries or other dam-
ages or losses arising from or relating to a 
disaster, witnesses, or physicians; 

‘‘(ii) inspecting property damage or review-
ing factual information to prepare damage 
estimates; 

‘‘(iii) evaluating and making recommenda-
tions regarding coverage or compensability 
of claims or determining liability or value 
aspects of claims; 

‘‘(iv) negotiating settlements; or 
‘‘(v) making recommendations regarding 

litigation. 
‘‘(2) The exemption in this subsection shall 

not affect the exemption provided by section 
13(a)(1). 
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‘‘(3) For purposes of this subsection— 
‘‘(A) the term ‘major disaster’ means any 

disaster or catastrophe declared or des-
ignated by any State or Federal agency or 
department; 

‘‘(B) the term ‘employee employed to ad-
just or evaluate claims resulting from or re-
lating to such major disaster’ means an indi-
vidual who timely secured or secures a li-
cense required by applicable law to engage in 
and perform the activities described in 
clauses (i) through (v) of paragraph (1)(C) re-
lating to a major disaster, and is employed 
by an employer that maintains worker com-
pensation insurance coverage or protection 
for its employees, if required by applicable 
law, and withholds applicable Federal, State, 
and local income and payroll taxes from the 
wages, salaries and any benefits of such em-
ployees; and 

‘‘(C) the term ‘affiliate’ means a company 
that, by reason of ownership or control of 25 
percent or more of the outstanding shares of 
any class of voting securities of one or more 
companies, directly or indirectly, controls, 
is controlled by, or is under common control 
with, another company.’’. 

(b) This section shall be effective on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, beginning October 1, 2015, the 
Secretary of Labor, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Agriculture may select an enti-
ty to operate a Civilian Conservation Center 
on a competitive basis in accordance with 
section 147 of the WIOA, if the Secretary of 
Labor determines such Center has had con-
sistently low performance under the per-
formance accountability system in effect for 
the Job Corps program prior to July 1, 2016, 
or with respect to expected levels of perform-
ance established under section 159(c) of such 
Act beginning July 1, 2016. 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the Establishing a Min-
imum Wage for Contractors regulation pub-
lished by the Department of Labor in the 
Federal Register on October 7, 2014 (79 Fed. 
Reg. 60634 et seq.), with respect to Federal 
contracts, permits, or other contract-like in-
struments entered into with the Federal 
Government in connection with Federal 
property or lands, specifically related to of-
fering seasonal recreational services or sea-
sonal recreation equipment rental for the 
general public: Provided, That this section 
shall not apply to lodging and food services 
associated with seasonal recreation services. 

SEC. 111. (a) FLEXIBILITY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE CROSSING OF H–2B NONIMMIGRANTS WORK-
ING IN THE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 
if a petition for H–2B nonimmigrants filed by 
an employer in the seafood industry is grant-
ed, the employer may bring the non-
immigrants described in the petition into 
the United States at any time during the 120- 
day period beginning on the start date for 
which the employer is seeking the services of 
the nonimmigrants without filing another 
petition. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR CROSSINGS AFTER 
90TH DAY.—An employer in the seafood indus-
try may not bring H–2B nonimmigrants into 
the United States after the date that is 90 
days after the start date for which the em-
ployer is seeking the services of the non-
immigrants unless the employer— 

(A) completes a new assessment of the 
local labor market by— 

(i) listing job orders in local newspapers on 
2 separate Sundays; and 

(ii) posting the job opportunity on the ap-
propriate Department of Labor Electronic 
Job Registry and at the employer’s place of 
employment; and 

(B) offers the job to an equally or better 
qualified United States worker who— 

(i) applies for the job; and 
(ii) will be available at the time and place 

of need. 
(3) EXEMPTION FROM RULES WITH RESPECT TO 

STAGGERING.—The Secretary of Labor shall 
not consider an employer in the seafood in-
dustry who brings H–2B nonimmigrants into 
the United States during the 120-day period 
specified in paragraph (1) to be staggering 
the date of need in violation of section 
655.20(d) of title 20, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any other applicable provision of 
law. 

(b) H–2B NONIMMIGRANTS DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘H–2B nonimmigrants’’ 
means aliens admitted to the United States 
pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(B) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(B)). 

SEC. 112. The determination of prevailing 
wage for the purposes of the H–2B program 
shall be the greater of—(1) the actual wage 
level paid by the employer to other employ-
ees with similar experience and qualifica-
tions for such position in the same location; 
or (2) the prevailing wage level for the occu-
pational classification of the position in the 
geographic area in which the H–2B non-
immigrant will be employed, based on the 
best information available at the time of fil-
ing the petition. In the determination of pre-
vailing wage for the purposes of the H–2B 
program, the Secretary shall accept private 
wage surveys even in instances where Occu-
pational Employment Statistics survey data 
are available unless the Secretary deter-
mines that the methodology and data in the 
provided survey are not statistically sup-
ported. 

SEC. 113. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used to enforce the definition of cor-
responding employment found in 20 CFR 
655.5 or the three-fourths guarantee rule defi-
nition found in 20 CFR 655.20, or any ref-
erences thereto. Further, for the purpose of 
regulating admission of temporary workers 
under the H–2B program, the definition of 
temporary need shall be that provided in 8 
CFR 214.2(h)(6)(ii)(B). 

SEC. 114. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used to implement 20 CFR 655.70 and 20 
CFR 655.71. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Labor Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES 

HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION 

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE 

For carrying out titles II and III of the 
Public Health Service Act (referred to in this 
Act as the ‘‘PHS Act’’) with respect to pri-
mary health care and the Native Hawaiian 
Health Care Act of 1988, $1,491,522,000 (in ad-
dition to the $3,600,000,000 previously appro-
priated to the Community Health Center 
Fund for fiscal year 2016): Provided, That no 
more than $100,000 shall be available until 
expended for carrying out the provisions of 
section 224(o) of the PHS Act: Provided fur-
ther, That no more than $99,893,000 shall be 
available until expended for carrying out the 
provisions of Public Law 104–73 and for ex-
penses incurred by the Department of Health 
and Human Services (referred to in this Act 
as ‘‘HHS’’) pertaining to administrative 
claims made under such law: Provided fur-
ther, That of funds provided for the Health 
Centers program, as defined by section 330 of 
the PHS Act, by this Act or any other Act 
for fiscal year 2016, not less than $200,000,000 
shall be obligated in fiscal year 2016 to sup-
port new access points, grants to expand 
medical services, behavioral health, oral 
health, pharmacy, or vision services, and not 

less than $150,000,000 shall be obligated in fis-
cal year 2016 for construction and capital im-
provement costs: Provided further, That the 
time limitation in section 330(e)(3) of the 
PHS Act shall not apply in fiscal year 2016. 

HEALTH WORKFORCE 
For carrying out titles III, VII, and VIII of 

the PHS Act with respect to the health 
workforce, section 1128E of the Social Secu-
rity Act, and the Health Care Quality Im-
provement Act of 1986, $786,895,000: Provided, 
That sections 747(c)(2), 751(j)(2), 762(k), and 
the proportional funding amounts in para-
graphs (1) through (4) of section 756(e) of the 
PHS Act shall not apply to funds made avail-
able under this heading: Provided further, 
That for any program operating under sec-
tion 751 of the PHS Act on or before January 
1, 2009, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (referred to in this title as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) may hereafter waive any of the 
requirements contained in sections 
751(d)(2)(A) and 751(d)(2)(B) of such Act for 
the full project period of a grant under such 
section: Provided further, That no funds shall 
be available for section 340G–1 of the PHS 
Act: Provided further, That fees collected for 
the disclosure of information under section 
427(b) of the Health Care Quality Improve-
ment Act of 1986 and sections 1128E(d)(2) and 
1921 of the Social Security Act shall be suffi-
cient to recover the full costs of operating 
the programs authorized by such sections 
and shall remain available until expended for 
the National Practitioner Data Bank: Pro-
vided further, That funds transferred to this 
account to carry out section 846 and subpart 
3 of part D of title III of the PHS Act may be 
used to make prior year adjustments to 
awards made under such sections. 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 
For carrying out titles III, XI, XII, and 

XIX of the PHS Act with respect to maternal 
and child health, title V of the Social Secu-
rity Act, and section 712 of the American 
Jobs Creation Act of 2004, $845,117,000: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding sections 
502(a)(1) and 502(b)(1) of the Social Security 
Act, not more than $77,093,000 shall be avail-
able for carrying out special projects of re-
gional and national significance pursuant to 
section 501(a)(2) of such Act and $10,276,000 
shall be available for projects described in 
subparagraphs (A) through (F) of section 
501(a)(3) of such Act. 

RYAN WHITE HIV/AIDS PROGRAM 
For carrying out title XXVI of the PHS 

Act with respect to the Ryan White HIV/ 
AIDS program, $2,322,781,000, of which 
$1,970,881,000 shall remain available to the 
Secretary through September 30, 2018, for 
parts A and B of title XXVI of the PHS Act, 
and of which not less than $900,313,000 shall 
be for State AIDS Drug Assistance Programs 
under the authority of section 2616 or 311(c) 
of such Act. 

HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS 
For carrying out titles III and XII of the 

PHS Act with respect to health care sys-
tems, and the Stem Cell Therapeutic and Re-
search Act of 2005, $103,193,000, of which 
$122,000 shall be available until expended for 
facilities renovations at the Gillis W. Long 
Hansen’s Disease Center. 

RURAL HEALTH 
For carrying out titles III and IV of the 

PHS Act with respect to rural health, sec-
tion 427(a) of the Federal Coal Mine Health 
and Safety Act of 1969, and sections 711 and 
1820 of the Social Security Act, $149,571,000, 
of which $41,609,000 from general revenues, 
notwithstanding section 1820(j) of the Social 
Security Act, shall be available for carrying 
out the Medicare rural hospital flexibility 
grants program: Provided, That of the funds 
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made available under this heading for Medi-
care rural hospital flexibility grants, 
$14,942,000 shall be available for the Small 
Rural Hospital Improvement Grant Program 
for quality improvement and adoption of 
health information technology and up to 
$1,000,000 shall be to carry out section 
1820(g)(6) of the Social Security Act, with 
funds provided for grants under section 
1820(g)(6) available for the purchase and im-
plementation of telehealth services, includ-
ing pilots and demonstrations on the use of 
electronic health records to coordinate rural 
veterans care between rural providers and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs elec-
tronic health record system: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 338J(k) of the 
PHS Act, $9,511,000 shall be available for 
State Offices of Rural Health. 

FAMILY PLANNING 
For carrying out the program under title X 

of the PHS Act to provide for voluntary fam-
ily planning projects, $286,479,000: Provided, 
That amounts provided to said projects 
under such title shall not be expended for 
abortions, that all pregnancy counseling 
shall be nondirective, and that such amounts 
shall not be expended for any activity (in-
cluding the publication or distribution of lit-
erature) that in any way tends to promote 
public support or opposition to any legisla-
tive proposal or candidate for public office. 

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
For program support in the Health Re-

sources and Services Administration, 
$154,000,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able under this heading may be used to sup-
plement program support funding provided 
under the headings ‘‘Primary Health Care’’, 
‘‘Health Workforce’’, ‘‘Maternal and Child 
Health’’, ‘‘Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program’’, 
‘‘Health Care Systems’’, and ‘‘Rural Health’’. 

VACCINE INJURY COMPENSATION PROGRAM 
TRUST FUND 

For payments from the Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program Trust Fund (the 
‘‘Trust Fund’’), such sums as may be nec-
essary for claims associated with vaccine-re-
lated injury or death with respect to vac-
cines administered after September 30, 1988, 
pursuant to subtitle 2 of title XXI of the PHS 
Act, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That for necessary administrative ex-
penses, not to exceed $7,500,000 shall be avail-
able from the Trust Fund to the Secretary. 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND 
PREVENTION 

IMMUNIZATION AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES 
For carrying out titles II, III, XVII, and 

XXI, and section 2821 of the PHS Act, titles 
II and IV of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, and section 501 of the Refugee Edu-
cation Assistance Act, with respect to immu-
nization and respiratory diseases, 
$459,055,000. 
HIV/AIDS, VIRAL HEPATITIS, SEXUALLY TRANS-

MITTED DISEASES, AND TUBERCULOSIS PRE-
VENTION 
For carrying out titles II, III, XVII, and 

XXIII of the PHS Act with respect to HIV/ 
AIDS, viral hepatitis, sexually transmitted 
diseases, and tuberculosis prevention, 
$1,122,278,000. 
EMERGING AND ZOONOTIC INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII, 
and section 2821 of the PHS Act, titles II and 
IV of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
and section 501 of the Refugee Education As-
sistance Act, with respect to emerging and 
zoonotic infectious diseases, $527,885,000. 

CHRONIC DISEASE PREVENTION AND HEALTH 
PROMOTION 

For carrying out titles II, III, XI, XV, 
XVII, and XIX of the PHS Act with respect 

to chronic disease prevention and health pro-
motion, $838,146,000: Provided, That funds ap-
propriated under this account may be avail-
able for making grants under section 1509 of 
the PHS Act for not less than 21 States, 
tribes, or tribal organizations: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds available under this 
heading, $10,000,000 shall be available to con-
tinue and expand community specific exten-
sion and outreach programs to combat obe-
sity in counties with the highest levels of 
obesity: Provided further, That the propor-
tional funding requirements under section 
1503(a) of the PHS Act shall not apply to 
funds made available under this heading. 
BIRTH DEFECTS, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, 

DISABILITIES AND HEALTH 
For carrying out titles II, III, XI, and XVII 

of the PHS Act with respect to birth defects, 
developmental disabilities, disabilities and 
health, $135,610,000. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 
For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of 

the PHS Act with respect to health statis-
tics, surveillance, health informatics, and 
workforce development, $491,597,000. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of 

the PHS Act with respect to environmental 
health, $165,303,000. 

INJURY PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of 

the PHS Act with respect to injury preven-
tion and control, $236,059,000: Provided, That 
of the funds provided under this heading, 
$70,000,000 shall be available for an evidence- 
based opioid drug overdose prevention pro-
gram. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY AND HEALTH 

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of 
the PHS Act, sections 101, 102, 103, 201, 202, 
203, 301, and 501 of the Federal Mine Safety 
and Health Act, section 13 of the Mine Im-
provement and New Emergency Response 
Act, and sections 20, 21, and 22 of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act, with respect to 
occupational safety and health, $339,121,000. 

ENERGY EMPLOYEES OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 
COMPENSATION PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to administer the 
Energy Employees Occupational Illness 
Compensation Program Act, $55,358,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That this amount shall be available con-
sistent with the provision regarding adminis-
trative expenses in section 151(b) of division 
B, title I of Public Law 106–554. 

GLOBAL HEALTH 
For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of 

the PHS Act with respect to global health, 
$427,121,000, of which $128,421,000 for inter-
national HIV/AIDS shall remain available 
through September 30, 2017: Provided, That 
funds may be used for purchase and insur-
ance of official motor vehicles in foreign 
countries. 
PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 
For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of 

the PHS Act with respect to public health 
preparedness and response, and for expenses 
necessary to support activities related to 
countering potential biological, nuclear, ra-
diological, and chemical threats to civilian 
populations, $1,405,000,000, of which 
$575,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the Strategic National Stockpile: 
Provided, That in the event the Director of 
the CDC activates the Emergency Operations 
Center, the Director of the CDC may detail 
CDC staff without reimbursement for up to 
90 days to support the work of the CDC 
Emergency Operations Center, so long as the 
Director provides a notice to the Commit-

tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate within 15 days of 
the use of this authority and a full report 
within 30 days after use of this authority 
which includes the number of staff and fund-
ing level broken down by the originating 
center and number of days detailed: Provided 
further, That funds appropriated under this 
heading may be used to support a contract 
for the operation and maintenance of an air-
craft in direct support of activities through-
out CDC to ensure the agency is prepared to 
address public health preparedness emer-
gencies. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition of real property, equip-
ment, construction, demolition, and renova-
tion of facilities, $10,000,000, which shall re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That funds previously set-aside by 
CDC for repair and upgrade of the Lake Lynn 
Experimental Mine and Laboratory shall be 
used to acquire a replacement mine safety 
research facility: Provided further, That in 
addition, the prior year unobligated balance 
of any amounts assigned to former employ-
ees in accounts of CDC made available for In-
dividual Learning Accounts shall be credited 
to and merged with the amounts made avail-
able under this heading to support the re-
placement of the mine safety research facil-
ity. 

CDC-WIDE ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAM SUPPORT 
For carrying out titles II, III, XVII and 

XIX, and section 2821 of the PHS Act and for 
cross-cutting activities and program support 
for activities funded in other appropriations 
included in this Act for the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, $113,570,000: 
Provided, That paragraphs (1) through (3) of 
subsection (b) of section 2821 of the PHS Act 
shall not apply to funds appropriated under 
this heading and in all other accounts of the 
CDC: Provided further, That employees of 
CDC or the Public Health Service, both civil-
ian and commissioned officers, detailed to 
States, municipalities, or other organiza-
tions under authority of section 214 of the 
PHS Act, or in overseas assignments, shall 
be treated as non-Federal employees for re-
porting purposes only and shall not be in-
cluded within any personnel ceiling applica-
ble to the Agency, Service, or HHS during 
the period of detail or assignment: Provided 
further, That CDC may use up to $10,000 from 
amounts appropriated to CDC in this Act for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses when specifically approved by the Di-
rector of CDC: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, such sums as may be derived from au-
thorized user fees, which shall be credited to 
the appropriation charged with the cost 
thereof: Provided further, That with respect 
to the previous proviso, authorized user fees 
from the Vessel Sanitation Program and the 
Respirator Certification Program shall be 
available through September 30, 2017. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to cancer, 
$5,214,701,000, of which up to $16,000,000 may 
be used for facilities repairs and improve-
ments at the National Cancer Institute— 
Frederick Federally Funded Research and 
Development Center in Frederick, Maryland. 
NATIONAL HEART, LUNG, AND BLOOD INSTITUTE 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to cardiovascular, 
lung, and blood diseases, and blood and blood 
products, $3,115,538,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DENTAL AND 
CRANIOFACIAL RESEARCH 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to dental and 
craniofacial diseases, $415,582,000. 
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DIABETES AND 

DIGESTIVE AND KIDNEY DISEASES 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to diabetes and di-
gestive and kidney disease, $1,818,357,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NEUROLOGICAL 
DISORDERS AND STROKE 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to neurological 
disorders and stroke, $1,696,139,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY AND 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to allergy and in-
fectious diseases, $4,629,928,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GENERAL MEDICAL 
SCIENCES 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to general medical 
sciences, $2,512,073,000, of which $780,000,000 
shall be from funds available under section 
241 of the PHS Act: Provided, That not less 
than $320,840,000 is provided for the Institu-
tional Development Awards program. 
EUNICE KENNEDY SHRIVER NATIONAL INSTITUTE 

OF CHILD HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to child health and 
human development, $1,339,802,000. 

NATIONAL EYE INSTITUTE 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to eye diseases and 
visual disorders, $715,903,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH SCIENCES 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to environmental 
health sciences, $693,702,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to aging, 
$1,600,191,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ARTHRITIS AND 
MUSCULOSKELETAL AND SKIN DISEASES 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to arthritis and 
musculoskeletal and skin diseases, 
$542,141,000. 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DEAFNESS AND OTHER 

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to deafness and 
other communication disorders, $423,031,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NURSING RESEARCH 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to nursing re-
search, $146,485,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON ALCOHOL ABUSE AND 
ALCOHOLISM 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to alcohol abuse 
and alcoholism, $467,700,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to drug abuse, 
$1,077,488,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to mental health, 
$1,548,390,000. 
NATIONAL HUMAN GENOME RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to human genome 
research, $518,956,000. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF BIOMEDICAL IMAGING 
AND BIOENGINEERING 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to biomedical im-
aging and bioengineering research, 
$346,795,000. 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR COMPLEMENTARY AND 
INTEGRATIVE HEALTH 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to complementary 
and integrative health, $130,789,000. 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON MINORITY HEALTH AND 

HEALTH DISPARITIES 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to minority health 
and health disparities research, $279,718,000. 

JOHN E. FOGARTY INTERNATIONAL CENTER 
For carrying out the activities of the John 

E. Fogarty International Center (described 
in subpart 2 of part E of title IV of the PHS 
Act), $70,447,000. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE 
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 

the PHS Act with respect to health informa-
tion communications, $394,664,000: Provided, 
That of the amounts available for improve-
ment of information systems, $4,000,000 shall 
be available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided further, That in fiscal year 2016, the Na-
tional Library of Medicine may enter into 
personal services contracts for the provision 
of services in facilities owned, operated, or 
constructed under the jurisdiction of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (referred to in 
this title as ‘‘NIH’’). 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR ADVANCING 
TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCES 

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of 
the PHS Act with respect to translational 
sciences, $685,417,000: Provided, That up to 
$25,835,000 shall be available to implement 
section 480 of the PHS Act, relating to the 
Cures Acceleration Network: Provided fur-
ther, That at least $500,000,000 is provided to 
the Clinical and Translational Sciences 
Awards program. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
For carrying out the responsibilities of the 

Office of the Director, NIH, $1,558,600,000, of 
which up to $30,000,000 may be used to carry 
out section 215 of this Act: Provided, That 
funding shall be available for the purchase of 
not to exceed 29 passenger motor vehicles for 
replacement only: Provided further, That all 
funds credited to the NIH Management Fund 
shall remain available for one fiscal year 
after the fiscal year in which they are depos-
ited: Provided further, That $165,000,000 shall 
be for the National Children’s Study Follow- 
on: Provided further, That NIH shall submit a 
spend plan on the next phase of the study in 
the previous proviso to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That $663,039,000 shall be avail-
able for the Common Fund established under 
section 402A(c)(1) of the PHS Act: Provided 
further, That of the funds provided, $10,000 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses when specifically approved by 
the Director of the NIH: Provided further, 
That the Office of AIDS Research within the 
Office of the Director of the NIH may spend 
up to $8,000,000 to make grants for construc-
tion or renovation of facilities as provided 
for in section 2354(a)(5)(B) of the PHS Act: 
Provided further, That up to $130,000,000 of the 
funds provided to the Common Fund are 
available to support the trans-NIH Precision 
Medicine Initiative: Provided further, That of 
the amount provided to the NIH, the Direc-
tor of the NIH shall enter into an agreement 
with the National Academy of Sciences, as 
part of the studies conducted under section 
489 of the PHS Act, to conduct a comprehen-
sive study on policies affecting the next gen-
eration of researchers in the United States: 
Provided further, That, of the funds from In-
stitute, Center, and Office of the Director ac-
counts within ‘‘Department of Health and 

Human Services, National Institutes of 
Health,’’ in order to strengthen privacy pro-
tections for human research participants, 
NIH shall require investigators receiving 
NIH funding for new and competing research 
projects designed to generate and analyze 
large volumes of data derived from human 
research participants to obtain a certificate 
of confidentiality. 

In addition to other funds appropriated for 
the Common Fund established under section 
402A(c) of the PHS Act, $12,600,000 is appro-
priated to the Common Fund from the 10- 
year Pediatric Research Initiative Fund de-
scribed in section 9008 of title 26, United 
States Code, for the purpose of carrying out 
section 402(b)(7)(B)(ii) of the PHS Act (relat-
ing to pediatric research), as authorized in 
the Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For the study of, construction of, renova-

tion of, and acquisition of equipment for, fa-
cilities of or used by NIH, including the ac-
quisition of real property, $128,863,000, to re-
main available through September 30, 2020. 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

MENTAL HEALTH 
For carrying out titles III, V, and XIX of 

the PHS Act with respect to mental health, 
and the Protection and Advocacy for Individ-
uals with Mental Illness Act, $1,133,948,000: 
Provided, That notwithstanding section 
520A(f)(2) of the PHS Act, no funds appro-
priated for carrying out section 520A shall be 
available for carrying out section 1971 of the 
PHS Act: Provided further, That in addition 
to amounts provided herein, $21,039,000 shall 
be available under section 241 of the PHS Act 
to carry out subpart I of part B of title XIX 
of the PHS Act to fund section 1920(b) tech-
nical assistance, national data, data collec-
tion and evaluation activities, and further 
that the total available under this Act for 
section 1920(b) activities shall not exceed 5 
percent of the amounts appropriated for sub-
part I of part B of title XIX: Provided further, 
That section 520E(b)(2) of the PHS Act shall 
not apply to funds appropriated in this Act 
for fiscal year 2016: Provided further, That of 
the amount appropriated under this heading, 
$46,887,000 shall be for the National Child 
Traumatic Stress Initiative as described in 
section 582 of the PHS Act: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 565(b)(1) of the 
PHS Act, technical assistance may be pro-
vided to a public entity to establish or oper-
ate a system of comprehensive community 
mental health services to children with a se-
rious emotional disturbance, without regard 
to whether the public entity receives a grant 
under section 561(a) of such Act: Provided fur-
ther, That States shall expend at least 10 per-
cent of the amount each receives for car-
rying out section 1911 of the PHS Act to sup-
port evidence-based programs that address 
the needs of individuals with early serious 
mental illness, including psychotic dis-
orders, regardless of the age of the individual 
at onset: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided for section 1911 of the PHS 
Act shall be subject to section 241 of such 
Act: Provided further, That of the funds made 
available under this heading, $15,000,000 shall 
be to carry out section 224 of the Protecting 
Access to Medicare Act of 2014 (Public Law 
113–93; 42 U.S.C. 290aa 22 note). 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT 
For carrying out titles III, V, and XIX of 

the PHS Act with respect to substance abuse 
treatment and section 1922(a) of the PHS Act 
with respect to substance abuse prevention, 
$2,114,224,000: Provided, That in addition to 
amounts provided herein, the following 
amounts shall be available under section 241 
of the PHS Act: (1) $79,200,000 to carry out 
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subpart II of part B of title XIX of the PHS 
Act to fund section 1935(b) technical assist-
ance, national data, data collection and eval-
uation activities, and further that the total 
available under this Act for section 1935(b) 
activities shall not exceed 5 percent of the 
amounts appropriated for subpart II of part 
B of title XIX; and (2) $2,000,000 to evaluate 
substance abuse treatment programs: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds provided 
for section 1921 of the PHS Act shall be sub-
ject to section 241 of such Act. 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION 
For carrying out titles III and V of the 

PHS Act with respect to substance abuse 
prevention, $211,219,000. 
HEALTH SURVEILLANCE AND PROGRAM SUPPORT 

For program support and cross-cutting ac-
tivities that supplement activities funded 
under the headings ‘‘Mental Health’’, ‘‘Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment’’, and ‘‘Substance 
Abuse Prevention’’ in carrying out titles III, 
V, and XIX of the PHS Act and the Protec-
tion and Advocacy for Individuals with Men-
tal Illness Act in the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration, 
$174,878,000: Provided, That in addition to 
amounts provided herein, $31,428,000 shall be 
available under section 241 of the PHS Act to 
supplement funds available to carry out na-
tional surveys on drug abuse and mental 
health, to collect and analyze program data, 
and to conduct public awareness and tech-
nical assistance activities: Provided further, 
That, in addition, fees may be collected for 
the costs of publications, data, data tabula-
tions, and data analysis completed under 
title V of the PHS Act and provided to a pub-
lic or private entity upon request, which 
shall be credited to this appropriation and 
shall remain available until expended for 
such purposes: Provided further, That 
amounts made available in this Act for car-
rying out section 501(m) of the PHS Act shall 
remain available through September 30, 2017: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
under this heading may be used to supple-
ment program support funding provided 
under the headings ‘‘Mental Health’’, ‘‘Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment’’, and ‘‘Substance 
Abuse Prevention’’. 

AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND 
QUALITY 

HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND QUALITY 
For carrying out titles III and IX of the 

PHS Act, part A of title XI of the Social Se-
curity Act, and section 1013 of the Medicare 
Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Mod-
ernization Act of 2003, $334,000,000: Provided, 
That section 947(c) of the PHS Act shall not 
apply in fiscal year 2016: Provided further, 
That in addition, amounts received from 
Freedom of Information Act fees, reimburs-
able and interagency agreements, and the 
sale of data shall be credited to this appro-
priation and shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 
SERVICES 

GRANTS TO STATES FOR MEDICAID 
For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-

vided, titles XI and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act, $243,545,410,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

For making, after May 31, 2016, payments 
to States under title XIX or in the case of 
section 1928 on behalf of States under title 
XIX of the Social Security Act for the last 
quarter of fiscal year 2016 for unanticipated 
costs incurred for the current fiscal year, 
such sums as may be necessary. 

For making payments to States or in the 
case of section 1928 on behalf of States under 
title XIX of the Social Security Act for the 
first quarter of fiscal year 2017, 

$115,582,502,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

Payment under such title XIX may be 
made for any quarter with respect to a State 
plan or plan amendment in effect during 
such quarter, if submitted in or prior to such 
quarter and approved in that or any subse-
quent quarter. 

PAYMENTS TO HEALTH CARE TRUST FUNDS 
For payment to the Federal Hospital In-

surance Trust Fund and the Federal Supple-
mentary Medical Insurance Trust Fund, as 
provided under sections 217(g), 1844, and 
1860D–16 of the Social Security Act, sections 
103(c) and 111(d) of the Social Security 
Amendments of 1965, section 278(d)(3) of Pub-
lic Law 97–248, and for administrative ex-
penses incurred pursuant to section 201(g) of 
the Social Security Act, $283,171,800,000. 

In addition, for making matching pay-
ments under section 1844 and benefit pay-
ments under section 1860D–16 of the Social 
Security Act that were not anticipated in 
budget estimates, such sums as may be nec-
essary. 

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-

vided, titles XI, XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the 
Social Security Act, titles XIII and XXVII of 
the PHS Act, the Clinical Laboratory Im-
provement Amendments of 1988, and other 
responsibilities of the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, not to exceed 
$3,669,744,000, to be transferred from the Fed-
eral Hospital Insurance Trust Fund and the 
Federal Supplementary Medical Insurance 
Trust Fund, as authorized by section 201(g) 
of the Social Security Act; together with all 
funds collected in accordance with section 
353 of the PHS Act and section 1857(e)(2) of 
the Social Security Act, funds retained by 
the Secretary pursuant to section 302 of the 
Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006; and 
such sums as may be collected from author-
ized user fees and the sale of data, which 
shall be credited to this account and remain 
available until September 30, 2021: Provided, 
That all funds derived in accordance with 31 
U.S.C. 9701 from organizations established 
under title XIII of the PHS Act shall be cred-
ited to and available for carrying out the 
purposes of this appropriation: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary is directed to col-
lect fees in fiscal year 2016 from Medicare 
Advantage organizations pursuant to section 
1857(e)(2) of the Social Security Act and from 
eligible organizations with risk-sharing con-
tracts under section 1876 of that Act pursu-
ant to section 1876(k)(4)(D) of that Act. 

HEALTH CARE FRAUD AND ABUSE CONTROL 
ACCOUNT 

In addition to amounts otherwise available 
for program integrity and program manage-
ment, $681,000,000, to remain available 
through September 30, 2017, to be transferred 
from the Federal Hospital Insurance Trust 
Fund and the Federal Supplementary Med-
ical Insurance Trust Fund, as authorized by 
section 201(g) of the Social Security Act, of 
which $486,120,000 shall be for the Medicare 
Integrity Program at the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, including admin-
istrative costs, to conduct oversight activi-
ties for Medicare Advantage under Part C 
and the Medicare Prescription Drug Program 
under Part D of the Social Security Act and 
for activities described in section 1893(b) of 
such Act, of which $67,200,000 shall be for the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Office of Inspector General to carry out 
fraud and abuse activities authorized by sec-
tion 1817(k)(3) of such Act, of which 
$67,200,000 shall be for the Medicaid and Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (‘‘CHIP’’) 
program integrity activities, and of which 
$60,480,000 shall be for the Department of 

Justice to carry out fraud and abuse activi-
ties authorized by section 1817(k)(3) of such 
Act: Provided, That the report required by 
section 1817(k)(5) of the Social Security Act 
for fiscal year 2016 shall include measures of 
the operational efficiency and impact on 
fraud, waste, and abuse in the Medicare, 
Medicaid, and CHIP programs for the funds 
provided by this appropriation: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount provided under this 
heading, $311,000,000 is provided to meet the 
terms of section 251(b)(2)(C)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985, as amended, and $370,000,000 is 
additional new budget authority specified for 
purposes of section 251(b)(2)(C) of such Act: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
support the full cost of the Senior Medicare 
Patrol program to combat health care fraud 
and abuse from the funds provided to this ac-
count. 
ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR CHILD SUPPORT 
ENFORCEMENT AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS 

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, titles I, IV–D, X, XI, XIV, and XVI of 
the Social Security Act and the Act of July 
5, 1960, $2,944,906,000, to remain available 
until expended; and for such purposes for the 
first quarter of fiscal year 2017, $1,300,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

For carrying out, after May 31 of the cur-
rent fiscal year, except as otherwise pro-
vided, titles I, IV–D, X, XI, XIV, and XVI of 
the Social Security Act and the Act of July 
5, 1960, for the last 3 months of the current 
fiscal year for unanticipated costs, incurred 
for the current fiscal year, such sums as may 
be necessary. 

LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE 
For making payments under subsections 

(b) and (d) of section 2602 of the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981, 
$3,390,304,000: Provided, That all but 
$491,000,000 of this amount shall be allocated 
as though the total appropriation for such 
payments for fiscal year 2016 was less than 
$1,975,000,000: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 2609A(a), of the amounts ap-
propriated under section 2602(b), not more 
than $2,988,000 of such amounts may be re-
served by the Secretary for technical assist-
ance, training, and monitoring of program 
activities for compliance with internal con-
trols, policies and procedures and may, in ad-
dition to the authorities provided in section 
2609A(a)(1), use such funds through contracts 
with private entities that do not qualify as 
nonprofit organizations. 

REFUGEE AND ENTRANT ASSISTANCE 
For necessary expenses for refugee and en-

trant assistance activities authorized by sec-
tion 414 of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act and section 501 of the Refugee Education 
Assistance Act of 1980, and for carrying out 
section 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, section 235 of the William Wilberforce 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008, the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (‘‘TVPA’’), section 203 of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2005, and the Torture Vic-
tims Relief Act of 1998, $1,674,691,000, of 
which $1,645,201,000 shall remain available 
through September 30, 2018 for carrying out 
such sections 414, 501, 462, and 235: Provided, 
That amounts available under this heading 
to carry out such section 203 and the TVPA 
shall also be available for research and eval-
uation with respect to activities under those 
authorities: Provided further, That the limi-
tation in section 205 of this Act regarding 
transfers increasing any appropriation shall 
apply to transfers to appropriations under 
this heading by substituting ‘‘10 percent’’ for 
‘‘3 percent’’. 
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PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR THE CHILD CARE AND 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

For carrying out the Child Care and Devel-
opment Block Grant Act of 2014 (‘‘CCDBG 
Act’’), $2,761,000,000 shall be used to supple-
ment, not supplant State general revenue 
funds for child care assistance for low-in-
come families: Provided, That, in addition to 
the amounts required to be reserved by the 
States under section 658G of the CCDBG Act, 
$127,206,000 shall be for activities that im-
prove the quality of infant and toddler care: 
Provided further, That technical assistance 
under section 658I(a)(3) of such Act may be 
provided directly, or through the use of con-
tracts, grants, cooperative agreements, or 
interagency agreements: Provided further, 
That all funds made available to carry out 
section 418 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 618), including funds appropriated for 
that purpose in such section 418 or any other 
provision of law, shall be subject to the res-
ervation of funds authority in paragraphs (4) 
and (5) of section 658O(a) of the CCDBG Act. 

SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT 

For making grants to States pursuant to 
section 2002 of the Social Security Act, 
$1,700,000,000: Provided, That notwithstanding 
subparagraph (B) of section 404(d)(2) of such 
Act, the applicable percent specified under 
such subparagraph for a State to carry out 
State programs pursuant to title XX–A of 
such Act shall be 10 percent. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVICES PROGRAMS 

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, the Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Act, the Head Start Act, the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act, sections 303 
and 313 of the Family Violence Prevention 
and Services Act, the Native American Pro-
grams Act of 1974, title II of the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment and Adoption Re-
form Act of 1978 (adoption opportunities), 
part B–1 of title IV and sections 429, 473A, 
477(i), 1110, 1114A, and 1115 of the Social Se-
curity Act; for making payments under the 
Community Services Block Grant Act 
(‘‘CSBG Act’’), and the Assets for Independ-
ence Act; for necessary administrative ex-
penses to carry out titles I, IV, V, X, XI, 
XIV, XVI, and XX–A of the Social Security 
Act, the Act of July 5, 1960, the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981, title IV 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act, and 
section 501 of the Refugee Education Assist-
ance Act of 1980; and for the administration 
of prior year obligations made by the Admin-
istration for Children and Families under the 
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and 
Bill of Rights Act and the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002, $10,984,268,000, of which 
$37,943,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2017, shall be for grants to States 
for adoption and legal guardianship incen-
tive payments, as defined by section 473A of 
the Social Security Act and may be made for 
adoptions completed before September 30, 
2016: Provided, That $9,168,095,000 shall be for 
making payments under the Head Start Act: 
Provided further, That of the amount in the 
previous proviso, $8,214,095,000 shall be avail-
able for payments under section 640 of the 
Head Start Act, of which $141,000,000 shall be 
available for a cost of living adjustment not-
withstanding section 640(a)(3)(A) of such Act: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding such 
section 640, of the amount in the second pre-
ceding proviso, $294,000,000 (of which up to 
one percent may be reserved for research and 
evaluation) shall be available through De-
cember 31, 2016 for award by the Secretary to 
grantees that apply for supplemental funding 
to increase their hours of program oper-
ations and for training and technical assist-
ance for such activities: Provided further, 
That of the amount provided for making 

payments under the Head Start Act, 
$25,000,000 shall be available for allocation by 
the Secretary to supplement activities de-
scribed in paragraphs (7)(B) and (9) of section 
641(c) of such Act under the Designation Re-
newal System, established under the author-
ity of sections 641(c)(7), 645A(b)(12) and 
645A(d) of such Act: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding such section 640, of the 
amount provided for making payments under 
the Head Start Act, and in addition to funds 
otherwise available under such section 640 
for such purposes, $635,000,000 shall be avail-
able through March 31, 2017 for Early Head 
Start programs as described in section 645A 
of such Act, for conversion of Head Start 
services to Early Head Start services as de-
scribed in section 645(a)(5)(A) of such Act, for 
discretionary grants for high quality infant 
and toddler care through Early Head Start- 
Child Care Partnerships, to entities defined 
as eligible under section 645A(d) of such Act, 
for training and technical assistance for such 
activities, and for up to $14,000,000 in Federal 
costs of administration and evaluation, and, 
notwithstanding section 645A(c)(2) of such 
Act, these funds are available to serve chil-
dren under age 4: Provided further, That funds 
described in the preceding two provisos shall 
not be included in the calculation of ‘‘base 
grant’’ in subsequent fiscal years, as such 
term is used in section 640(a)(7)(A) of such 
Act: Provided further, That $751,383,000 shall 
be for making payments under the CSBG 
Act: Provided further, That $36,733,000 shall be 
for sections 680 and 678E(b)(2) of the CSBG 
Act, of which not less than $29,883,000 shall 
be for section 680(a)(2) and not less than 
$6,500,000 shall be for section 680(a)(3)(B) of 
such Act: Provided further, That to the extent 
Community Services Block Grant funds are 
distributed as grant funds by a State to an 
eligible entity as provided under the CSBG 
Act, and have not been expended by such en-
tity, they shall remain with such entity for 
carryover into the next fiscal year for ex-
penditure by such entity consistent with 
program purposes: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall establish procedures regard-
ing the disposition of intangible assets and 
program income that permit such assets ac-
quired with, and program income derived 
from, grant funds authorized under section 
680 of the CSBG Act to become the sole prop-
erty of such grantees after a period of not 
more than 12 years after the end of the grant 
period for any activity consistent with sec-
tion 680(a)(2)(A) of the CSBG Act: Provided 
further, That intangible assets in the form of 
loans, equity investments and other debt in-
struments, and program income may be used 
by grantees for any eligible purpose con-
sistent with section 680(a)(2)(A) of the CSBG 
Act: Provided further, That these procedures 
shall apply to such grant funds made avail-
able after November 29, 1999: Provided further, 
That funds appropriated for section 680(a)(2) 
of the CSBG Act shall be available for fi-
nancing construction and rehabilitation and 
loans or investments in private business en-
terprises owned by community development 
corporations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall issue performance standards for 
nonprofit organizations receiving funds from 
State and territorial grantees under the 
CSBG Act, and such States and territories 
shall assure the implementation of such 
standards prior to September 30, 2016, and in-
clude information on such implementation 
in the report required by section 678E(2) of 
such Act: Provided further, That, to the ex-
tent funds for the Assets for Independence 
(AFI) Act provided in this Act are distrib-
uted as grant funds to a qualified entity and 
have not been expended by such entity with-
in 3 years after the date of the award, such 
funds may be recaptured and, during the fis-
cal year of such recapture, reallocated 

among other qualified entities, to remain 
available to such entities for 5 years: Pro-
vided further, That $1,864,000 shall be for a 
human services case management system for 
federally declared disasters, to include a 
comprehensive national case management 
contract and Federal costs of administering 
the system: Provided further, That up to 
$2,000,000 shall be for improving the Public 
Assistance Reporting Information System, 
including grants to States to support data 
collection for a study of the system’s effec-
tiveness. 

PROMOTING SAFE AND STABLE FAMILIES 
For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-

vided, section 436 of the Social Security Act, 
$345,000,000 and, for carrying out, except as 
otherwise provided, section 437 of such Act, 
$59,765,000. 
PAYMENTS FOR FOSTER CARE AND PERMANENCY 

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, title IV–E of the Social Security Act, 
$5,298,000,000. 

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, title IV–E of the Social Security Act, 
for the first quarter of fiscal year 2017, 
$2,300,000,000. 

For carrying out, after May 31 of the cur-
rent fiscal year, except as otherwise pro-
vided, section 474 of title IV–E of the Social 
Security Act, for the last 3 months of the 
current fiscal year for unanticipated costs, 
incurred for the current fiscal year, such 
sums as may be necessary. 

ADMINISTRATION FOR COMMUNITY LIVING 
AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For carrying out, to the extent not other-

wise provided, the Older Americans Act of 
1965 (‘‘OAA’’), titles III and XXIX of the PHS 
Act, sections 1252 and 1253 of the PHS Act, 
section 119 of the Medicare Improvements for 
Patients and Providers Act of 2008, title XX– 
B of the Social Security Act, the Develop-
mental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of 
Rights Act, parts 2 and 5 of subtitle D of title 
II of the Help America Vote Act of 2002, the 
Assistive Technology Act of 1998, titles II 
and VII (and section 14 with respect to such 
titles) of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 , and 
for Department-wide coordination of policy 
and program activities that assist individ-
uals with disabilities, $1,912,735,000, together 
with $52,115,000 to be transferred from the 
Federal Hospital Insurance Trust Fund and 
the Federal Supplementary Medical Insur-
ance Trust Fund to carry out section 4360 of 
the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1990: Provided, That amounts appropriated 
under this heading may be used for grants to 
States under section 361 of the OAA only for 
disease prevention and health promotion 
programs and activities which have been 
demonstrated through rigorous evaluation to 
be evidence-based and effective: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, funds made available under 
this heading to carry out section 311 of the 
OAA may be transferred to the Secretary of 
Agriculture in accordance with such section: 
Provided further, That $2,000,000 shall be for 
competitive grants to support alternative fi-
nancing programs that provide for the pur-
chase of assistive technology devices, such as 
a low-interest loan fund; an interest buy- 
down program; a revolving loan fund; a loan 
guarantee; or an insurance program: Provided 
further, That applicants shall provide an as-
surance that, and information describing the 
manner in which, the alternative financing 
program will expand and emphasize con-
sumer choice and control: Provided further, 
That State agencies and community-based 
disability organizations that are directed by 
and operated for individuals with disabilities 
shall be eligible to compete: Provided further, 
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That in addition, the unobligated balance of 
amounts previously made available for the 
Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion to carry out functions under sections 
1252 and 1253 of the PHS Act shall be trans-
ferred to this account, except for such sums 
as may be necessary to provide for an or-
derly transition of such functions to the Ad-
ministration for Community Living: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds made 
available under this heading may be used by 
an eligible system (as defined in section 102 
of the Protection and Advocacy for Individ-
uals with Mental Illness Act (42 U.S.C. 10802)) 
to continue to pursue any legal action in a 
Federal or State court on behalf of an indi-
vidual or group of individuals with a develop-
mental disability (as defined in section 
102(8)(A) of the Developmental Disabilities 
and Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 
(20 U.S.C. 15002(8)(A)) that is attributable to 
a mental impairment (or a combination of 
mental and physical impairments), that has 
as the requested remedy the closure of State 
operated intermediate care facilities for peo-
ple with intellectual or developmental dis-
abilities, unless reasonable public notice of 
the action has been provided to such individ-
uals (or, in the case of mental incapacita-
tion, the legal guardians who have been spe-
cifically awarded authority by the courts to 
make healthcare and residential decisions on 
behalf of such individuals) who are affected 
by such action, within 90 days of instituting 
such legal action, which informs such indi-
viduals (or such legal guardians) of their 
legal rights and how to exercise such rights 
consistent with current Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure: Provided further, That the 
limitations in the immediately preceding 
proviso shall not apply in the case of an indi-
vidual who is neither competent to consent 
nor has a legal guardian, nor shall the pro-
viso apply in the case of individuals who are 
a ward of the State or subject to public 
guardianship. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided, for general departmental manage-
ment, including hire of six passenger motor 
vehicles, and for carrying out titles III, 
XVII, XXI, and section 229 of the PHS Act, 
the United States-Mexico Border Health 
Commission Act, and research studies under 
section 1110 of the Social Security Act, 
$456,009,000, together with $64,828,000 from the 
amounts available under section 241 of the 
PHS Act to carry out national health or 
human services research and evaluation ac-
tivities: Provided, That of this amount, 
$53,900,000 shall be for minority AIDS preven-
tion and treatment activities: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under 
this heading, $101,000,000 shall be for making 
competitive contracts and grants to public 
and private entities to fund medically accu-
rate and age appropriate programs that re-
duce teen pregnancy and for the Federal 
costs associated with administering and 
evaluating such contracts and grants, of 
which not more than 10 percent of the avail-
able funds shall be for training and technical 
assistance, evaluation, outreach, and addi-
tional program support activities, and of the 
remaining amount 75 percent shall be for 
replicating programs that have been proven 
effective through rigorous evaluation to re-
duce teenage pregnancy, behavioral risk fac-
tors underlying teenage pregnancy, or other 
associated risk factors, and 25 percent shall 
be available for research and demonstration 
grants to develop, replicate, refine, and test 
additional models and innovative strategies 
for preventing teenage pregnancy: Provided 
further, That of the amounts provided under 
this heading from amounts available under 

section 241 of the PHS Act, $6,800,000 shall be 
available to carry out evaluations (including 
longitudinal evaluations) of teenage preg-
nancy prevention approaches: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under 
this heading, $10,000,000 shall be for making 
competitive grants which exclusively imple-
ment education in sexual risk avoidance (de-
fined as voluntarily refraining from non- 
marital sexual activity): Provided further, 
That funding for such competitive grants for 
sexual risk avoidance shall use medically ac-
curate information referenced to peer-re-
viewed publications by educational, sci-
entific, governmental, or health organiza-
tions; implement an evidence-based approach 
integrating research findings with practical 
implementation that aligns with the needs 
and desired outcomes for the intended audi-
ence; and teach the benefits associated with 
self-regulation, success sequencing for pov-
erty prevention, healthy relationships, goal 
setting, and resisting sexual coercion, dating 
violence, and other youth risk behaviors 
such as underage drinking or illicit drug use 
without normalizing teen sexual activity: 
Provided further, That no more than 10 per-
cent of the funding for such competitive 
grants for sexual risk avoidance shall be 
available for technical assistance and admin-
istrative costs of such programs: Provided 
further, That funds provided in this Act for 
embryo adoption activities may be used to 
provide to individuals adopting embryos, 
through grants and other mechanisms, med-
ical and administrative services deemed nec-
essary for such adoptions: Provided further, 
That such services shall be provided con-
sistent with 42 CFR 59.5(a)(4). 

OFFICE OF MEDICARE HEARINGS AND APPEALS 
For expenses necessary for the Office of 

Medicare Hearings and Appeals, $107,381,000, 
to be transferred in appropriate part from 
the Federal Hospital Insurance Trust Fund 
and the Federal Supplementary Medical In-
surance Trust Fund. 

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR FOR 
HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

For expenses necessary for the Office of the 
National Coordinator for Health Information 
Technology, including grants, contracts, and 
cooperative agreements for the development 
and advancement of interoperable health in-
formation technology, $60,367,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For expenses necessary for the Office of In-

spector General, including the hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles for investigations, in 
carrying out the provisions of the Inspector 
General Act of 1978, $75,000,000: Provided, 
That of such amount, necessary sums shall 
be available for providing protective services 
to the Secretary and investigating non-pay-
ment of child support cases for which non- 
payment is a Federal offense under 18 U.S.C. 
228. 

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
For expenses necessary for the Office for 

Civil Rights, $38,798,000. 
RETIREMENT PAY AND MEDICAL BENEFITS FOR 

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS 
For retirement pay and medical benefits of 

Public Health Service Commissioned Officers 
as authorized by law, for payments under the 
Retired Serviceman’s Family Protection 
Plan and Survivor Benefit Plan, and for med-
ical care of dependents and retired personnel 
under the Dependents’ Medical Care Act, 
such amounts as may be required during the 
current fiscal year. 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
EMERGENCY FUND 

For expenses necessary to support activi-
ties related to countering potential biologi-
cal, nuclear, radiological, chemical, and cy-

bersecurity threats to civilian populations, 
and for other public health emergencies, 
$950,958,000, of which $511,700,000 shall remain 
available through September 30, 2017, for ex-
penses necessary to support advanced re-
search and development pursuant to section 
319L of the PHS Act and other administra-
tive expenses of the Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Development Authority: Pro-
vided, That funds provided under this head-
ing for the purpose of acquisition of security 
countermeasures shall be in addition to any 
other funds available for such purpose: Pro-
vided further, That products purchased with 
funds provided under this heading may, at 
the discretion of the Secretary, be deposited 
in the Strategic National Stockpile pursuant 
to section 319F–2 of the PHS Act: Provided 
further, That $5,000,000 of the amounts made 
available to support emergency operations 
shall remain available through September 
30, 2018. 

For expenses necessary for procuring secu-
rity countermeasures (as defined in section 
319F–2(c)(1)(B) of the PHS Act), $510,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

For an additional amount for expenses nec-
essary to prepare for or respond to an influ-
enza pandemic, $72,000,000; of which 
$40,000,000 shall be available until expended, 
for activities including the development and 
purchase of vaccine, antivirals, necessary 
medical supplies, diagnostics, and other sur-
veillance tools: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 496(b) of the PHS Act, funds 
may be used for the construction or renova-
tion of privately owned facilities for the pro-
duction of pandemic influenza vaccines and 
other biologics, if the Secretary finds such 
construction or renovation necessary to se-
cure sufficient supplies of such vaccines or 
biologics. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 201. Funds appropriated in this title 

shall be available for not to exceed $50,000 for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses when specifically approved by the 
Secretary. 

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated in 
this title shall be used to pay the salary of 
an individual, through a grant or other ex-
tramural mechanism, at a rate in excess of 
Executive Level II. 

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act may be expended pursuant to sec-
tion 241 of the PHS Act, except for funds spe-
cifically provided for in this Act, or for other 
taps and assessments made by any office lo-
cated in HHS, prior to the preparation and 
submission of a report by the Secretary to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate de-
tailing the planned uses of such funds. 

SEC. 204. Notwithstanding section 241(a) of 
the PHS Act, such portion as the Secretary 
shall determine, but not more than 2.5 per-
cent, of any amounts appropriated for pro-
grams authorized under such Act shall be 
made available for the evaluation (directly, 
or by grants or contracts) and the implemen-
tation and effectiveness of programs funded 
in this title. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 205. Not to exceed 1 percent of any dis-

cretionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985) which are appropriated for the cur-
rent fiscal year for HHS in this Act may be 
transferred between appropriations, but no 
such appropriation shall be increased by 
more than 3 percent by any such transfer: 
Provided, That the transfer authority grant-
ed by this section shall not be used to create 
any new program or to fund any project or 
activity for which no funds are provided in 
this Act: Provided further, That the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate are notified at 
least 15 days in advance of any transfer. 
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SEC. 206. In lieu of the timeframe specified 

in section 338E(c)(2) of the PHS Act, termi-
nations described in such section may occur 
up to 60 days after the execution of a con-
tract awarded in fiscal year 2016 under sec-
tion 338B of such Act. 

SEC. 207. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act may be made available to any enti-
ty under title X of the PHS Act unless the 
applicant for the award certifies to the Sec-
retary that it encourages family participa-
tion in the decision of minors to seek family 
planning services and that it provides coun-
seling to minors on how to resist attempts to 
coerce minors into engaging in sexual activi-
ties. 

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no provider of services under 
title X of the PHS Act shall be exempt from 
any State law requiring notification or the 
reporting of child abuse, child molestation, 
sexual abuse, rape, or incest. 

SEC. 209. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act (including funds appropriated to any 
trust fund) may be used to carry out the 
Medicare Advantage program if the Sec-
retary denies participation in such program 
to an otherwise eligible entity (including a 
Provider Sponsored Organization) because 
the entity informs the Secretary that it will 
not provide, pay for, provide coverage of, or 
provide referrals for abortions: Provided, 
That the Secretary shall make appropriate 
prospective adjustments to the capitation 
payment to such an entity (based on an actu-
arially sound estimate of the expected costs 
of providing the service to such entity’s en-
rollees): Provided further, That nothing in 
this section shall be construed to change the 
Medicare program’s coverage for such serv-
ices and a Medicare Advantage organization 
described in this section shall be responsible 
for informing enrollees where to obtain in-
formation about all Medicare covered serv-
ices. 

SEC. 210. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used, in whole or in part, 
to advocate or promote gun control. 

SEC. 211. The Secretary shall make avail-
able through assignment not more than 60 
employees of the Public Health Service to 
assist in child survival activities and to 
work in AIDS programs through and with 
funds provided by the Agency for Inter-
national Development, the United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency Fund or 
the World Health Organization. 

SEC. 212. In order for HHS to carry out 
international health activities, including 
HIV/AIDS and other infectious disease, 
chronic and environmental disease, and 
other health activities abroad during fiscal 
year 2016: 

(1) The Secretary may exercise authority 
equivalent to that available to the Secretary 
of State in section 2(c) of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956. The Sec-
retary shall consult with the Secretary of 
State and relevant Chief of Mission to ensure 
that the authority provided in this section is 
exercised in a manner consistent with sec-
tion 207 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 
and other applicable statutes administered 
by the Department of State. 

(2) The Secretary is authorized to provide 
such funds by advance or reimbursement to 
the Secretary of State as may be necessary 
to pay the costs of acquisition, lease, alter-
ation, renovation, and management of facili-
ties outside of the United States for the use 
of HHS. The Department of State shall co-
operate fully with the Secretary to ensure 
that HHS has secure, safe, functional facili-
ties that comply with applicable regulation 
governing location, setback, and other facili-
ties requirements and serve the purposes es-
tablished by this Act. The Secretary is au-
thorized, in consultation with the Secretary 

of State, through grant or cooperative agree-
ment, to make available to public or non-
profit private institutions or agencies in par-
ticipating foreign countries, funds to ac-
quire, lease, alter, or renovate facilities in 
those countries as necessary to conduct pro-
grams of assistance for international health 
activities, including activities relating to 
HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases, 
chronic and environmental diseases, and 
other health activities abroad. 

(3) The Secretary is authorized to provide 
to personnel appointed or assigned by the 
Secretary to serve abroad, allowances and 
benefits similar to those provided under 
chapter 9 of title I of the Foreign Service Act 
of 1980, and 22 U.S.C. 4081 through 4086 and 
subject to such regulations prescribed by the 
Secretary. The Secretary is further author-
ized to provide locality-based comparability 
payments (stated as a percentage) up to the 
amount of the locality-based comparability 
payment (stated as a percentage) that would 
be payable to such personnel under section 
5304 of title 5, United States Code if such per-
sonnel’s official duty station were in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Leaves of absence for per-
sonnel under this subsection shall be on the 
same basis as that provided under sub-
chapter I of chapter 63 of title 5, United 
States Code, or section 903 of the Foreign 
Service Act of 1980, to individuals serving in 
the Foreign Service. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 213. The Director of the NIH, jointly 

with the Director of the Office of AIDS Re-
search, may transfer up to 3 percent among 
institutes and centers from the total 
amounts identified by these two Directors as 
funding for research pertaining to the human 
immunodeficiency virus: Provided, That the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate are noti-
fied at least 15 days in advance of any trans-
fer. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 214. Of the amounts made available in 

this Act for NIH, the amount for research re-
lated to the human immunodeficiency virus, 
as jointly determined by the Director of NIH 
and the Director of the Office of AIDS Re-
search, shall be made available to the ‘‘Of-
fice of AIDS Research’’ account. The Direc-
tor of the Office of AIDS Research shall 
transfer from such account amounts nec-
essary to carry out section 2353(d)(3) of the 
PHS Act. 

SEC. 215. (a) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Director of 
NIH (‘‘Director’’) may use funds available 
under section 402(b)(7) or 402(b)(12) of the 
PHS Act to enter into transactions (other 
than contracts, cooperative agreements, or 
grants) to carry out research identified pur-
suant to such section 402(b)(7) (pertaining to 
the Common Fund) or research and activities 
described in such section 402(b)(12). 

(b) PEER REVIEW.—In entering into trans-
actions under subsection (a), the Director 
may utilize such peer review procedures (in-
cluding consultation with appropriate sci-
entific experts) as the Director determines 
to be appropriate to obtain assessments of 
scientific and technical merit. Such proce-
dures shall apply to such transactions in lieu 
of the peer review and advisory council re-
view procedures that would otherwise be re-
quired under sections 301(a)(3), 405(b)(1)(B), 
405(b)(2), 406(a)(3)(A), 492, and 494 of the PHS 
Act. 

SEC. 216. Not to exceed $45,000,000 of funds 
appropriated by this Act to the institutes 
and centers of the National Institutes of 
Health may be used for alteration, repair, or 
improvement of facilities, as necessary for 
the proper and efficient conduct of the ac-
tivities authorized herein, at not to exceed 
$3,500,000 per project. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 217. Of the amounts made available 

for NIH, 1 percent of the amount made avail-
able for National Research Service Awards 
(‘‘NRSA’’) shall be made available to the Ad-
ministrator of the Health Resources and 
Services Administration to make NRSA 
awards for research in primary medical care 
to individuals affiliated with entities who 
have received grants or contracts under sec-
tions 736, 739, or 747 of the PHS Act, and 1 
percent of the amount made available for 
NRSA shall be made available to the Direc-
tor of the Agency for Healthcare Research 
and Quality to make NRSA awards for 
health service research. 

SEC. 218. In addition to amounts provided 
herein, payments made for research orga-
nisms or substances, authorized under sec-
tion 301(a) of the PHS Act, shall be retained 
and credited to the appropriations accounts 
of the Institutes and Centers of the NIH 
making the substance or organism available 
under section 301(a). Amounts credited to the 
account under this authority shall be avail-
able for obligation through September 30, 
2017. 

SEC. 219. (a) The Biomedical Advanced Re-
search and Development Authority 
(‘‘BARDA’’) may enter into a contract, for 
more than one but no more than 10 program 
years, for purchase of research services or of 
security countermeasures, as that term is 
defined in section 319F–2(c)(1)(B) of the PHS 
Act (42 U.S.C. 247d–6b(c)(1)(B)), if— 

(1) funds are available and obligated— 
(A) for the full period of the contract or for 

the first fiscal year in which the contract is 
in effect; and 

(B) for the estimated costs associated with 
a necessary termination of the contract; and 

(2) the Secretary determines that a multi- 
year contract will serve the best interests of 
the Federal Government by encouraging full 
and open competition or promoting economy 
in administration, performance, and oper-
ation of BARDA’s programs. 

(b) A contract entered into under this sec-
tion— 

(1) shall include a termination clause as 
described by subsection (c) of section 3903 of 
title 41, United States Code; and 

(2) shall be subject to the congressional no-
tice requirement stated in subsection (d) of 
such section. 

SEC. 220. (a) The Secretary shall establish 
a publicly accessible Web site to provide in-
formation regarding the uses of funds made 
available under section 4002 of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 
(‘‘ACA’’). 

(b) With respect to funds provided under 
section 4002 of the ACA, the Secretary shall 
include on the Web site established under 
subsection (a) at a minimum the following 
information: 

(1) In the case of each transfer of funds 
under section 4002(c), a statement indicating 
the program or activity receiving funds, the 
operating division or office that will admin-
ister the funds, and the planned uses of the 
funds, to be posted not later than the day 
after the transfer is made. 

(2) Identification (along with a link to the 
full text) of each funding opportunity an-
nouncement, request for proposals, or other 
announcement or solicitation of proposals 
for grants, cooperative agreements, or con-
tracts intended to be awarded using such 
funds, to be posted not later than the day 
after the announcement or solicitation is 
issued. 

(3) Identification of each grant, coopera-
tive agreement, or contract with a value of 
$25,000 or more awarded using such funds, in-
cluding the purpose of the award and the 
identity of the recipient, to be posted not 
later than 5 days after the award is made. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00166 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9543 December 17, 2015 
(4) A report detailing the uses of all funds 

transferred under section 4002(c) during the 
fiscal year, to be posted not later than 90 
days after the end of the fiscal year. 

(c) With respect to awards made in fiscal 
years 2013 through 2016, the Secretary shall 
also include on the Web site established 
under subsection (a), semi-annual reports 
from each entity awarded a grant, coopera-
tive agreement, or contract from such funds 
with a value of $25,000 or more, summarizing 
the activities undertaken and identifying 
any sub-grants or sub-contracts awarded (in-
cluding the purpose of the award and the 
identity of the recipient), to be posted not 
later than 30 days after the end of each 6- 
month period. 

(d) In carrying out this section, the Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) present the information required in sub-
section (b)(1) on a single webpage or on a sin-
gle database; 

(2) ensure that all information required in 
this section is directly accessible from the 
single webpage or database; and 

(3) ensure that all information required in 
this section is able to be organized by pro-
gram or State. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 221. (a) Within 45 days of enactment of 

this Act, the Secretary shall transfer funds 
appropriated under section 4002 of the ACA 
to the accounts specified, in the amounts 
specified, and for the activities specified 
under the heading ‘‘Prevention and Public 
Health Fund’’ in the explanatory statement 
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 4002(c) of the 
ACA, the Secretary may not further transfer 
these amounts. 

(c) Funds transferred for activities author-
ized under section 2821 of the PHS Act shall 
be made available without reference to sec-
tion 2821(b) of such Act. 

SEC. 222. (a) The Secretary shall publish in 
the fiscal year 2017 budget justification and 
on Departmental Web sites information con-
cerning the employment of full-time equiva-
lent Federal employees or contractors for 
the purposes of implementing, admin-
istering, enforcing, or otherwise carrying out 
the provisions of the ACA, and the amend-
ments made by that Act, in the proposed fis-
cal year and each fiscal year since the enact-
ment of the ACA. 

(b) With respect to employees or contrac-
tors supported by all funds appropriated for 
purposes of carrying out the ACA (and the 
amendments made by that Act), the Sec-
retary shall include, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) For each such fiscal year, the section of 
such Act under which such funds were appro-
priated, a statement indicating the program, 
project, or activity receiving such funds, the 
Federal operating division or office that ad-
ministers such program, and the amount of 
funding received in discretionary or manda-
tory appropriations. 

(2) For each such fiscal year, the number of 
full-time equivalent employees or contracted 
employees assigned to each authorized and 
funded provision detailed in accordance with 
paragraph (1). 

(c) In carrying out this section, the Sec-
retary may exclude from the report employ-
ees or contractors who— 

(1) are supported through appropriations 
enacted in laws other than the ACA and 
work on programs that existed prior to the 
passage of the ACA; 

(2) spend less than 50 percent of their time 
on activities funded by or newly authorized 
in the ACA; or 

(3) work on contracts for which FTE re-
porting is not a requirement of their con-
tract, such as fixed-price contracts. 

SEC. 223. The Secretary shall publish, as 
part of the fiscal year 2017 budget of the 
President submitted under section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, information 
that details the uses of all funds used by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
specifically for Health Insurance Exchanges 
for each fiscal year since the enactment of 
the ACA and the proposed uses for such funds 
for fiscal year 2017. Such information shall 
include, for each such fiscal year, the 
amount of funds used for each activity speci-
fied under the heading ‘‘Health Insurance 
Exchange Transparency’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 

SEC. 224. (a) The Secretary shall provide to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate: 

(1) Detailed monthly enrollment figures 
from the Exchanges established under the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
of 2010 pertaining to enrollments during the 
open enrollment period; and 

(2) Notification of any new or competitive 
grant awards, including supplements, au-
thorized under section 330 of the Public 
Health Service Act. 

(b) The Committees on Appropriations of 
the House and Senate must be notified at 
least 2 business days in advance of any pub-
lic release of enrollment information or the 
award of such grants. 

SEC. 225. None of the funds made available 
by this Act from the Federal Hospital Insur-
ance Trust Fund or the Federal Supple-
mental Medical Insurance Trust Fund, or 
transferred from other accounts funded by 
this Act to the ‘‘Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services—Program Management’’ 
account, may be used for payments under 
section 1342(b)(1) of Public Law 111–148 (relat-
ing to risk corridors). 

SEC. 226. In addition to the amounts other-
wise available for ‘‘Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Program Management’’, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
may transfer up to $305,000,000 to such ac-
count from the Federal Hospital Insurance 
Trust Fund and the Federal Supplementary 
Medical Insurance Trust Fund to support 
program management activity related to the 
Medicare Program: Provided, That except for 
the foregoing purpose, such funds may not be 
used to support any provision of Public Law 
111–148 or Public Law 111–152 (or any amend-
ment made by either such Public Law) or to 
supplant any other amounts within such ac-
count. 

(RESCISSION) 
SEC. 227. The following unobligated bal-

ances of amounts appropriated prior to fiscal 
year 2007 for ‘‘Department of Health and 
Human Services, Health Resources and Serv-
ices Administration’’ are hereby perma-
nently rescinded: 

(1) $281,003 appropriated to carry out sec-
tion 1610(b) of the PHS Act; 

(2) $3,611 appropriated to carry out section 
1602(c) of the PHS Act; 

(3) $105,576 appropriated in section 167 of di-
vision H of Public Law 108–199; and 

(4) $55,793 appropriated to carry out the Na-
tional Cord Blood Stem Cell Bank Program. 

SEC. 228. The Secretary shall include in the 
fiscal year 2017 budget justification an anal-
ysis of how section 2713 of the PHS Act will 
impact eligibility for discretionary HHS pro-
grams. 

SEC. 229. Effective during the period begin-
ning on November 1, 2015 and ending January 
1, 2018, any provision of law that refers (in-
cluding through cross-reference to another 
provision of law) to the current rec-
ommendations of the United States Preven-
tive Services Task Force with respect to 

breast cancer screening, mammography, and 
prevention shall be administered by the Sec-
retary involved as if— 

(1) such reference to such current rec-
ommendations were a reference to the rec-
ommendations of such Task Force with re-
spect to breast cancer screening, mammog-
raphy, and prevention last issued before 2009; 
and 

(2) such recommendations last issued be-
fore 2009 applied to any screening mammog-
raphy modality under section 1861(jj) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(jj)). 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 230. (a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the 

succeeding provisions of this section, activi-
ties authorized under part A of title IV and 
section 1108(b) of the Social Security Act 
shall continue through September 30, 2016, in 
the manner authorized for fiscal year 2015, 
and out of any money in the Treasury of the 
United States not otherwise appropriated, 
there are hereby appropriated such sums as 
may be necessary for such purpose. Grants 
and payments may be made pursuant to this 
authority through September 30, 2016 at the 
level provided for such activities for fiscal 
year 2015, except as provided in subsection 
(b). 

(b) CONTINGENCY FUND.—In the case of the 
Contingency Fund for State Welfare Pro-
grams established under section 403(b) of the 
Social Security Act— 

(1) the amount appropriated for such sec-
tion 403(b) shall be $608,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2016 and 2017, notwithstanding sec-
tion 228(b)(1) of the Department of Health 
and Human Services Appropriations Act, 
2015; 

(2) the requirement to reserve funds pro-
vided for in section 403(b)(2) of the Social Se-
curity Act shall not apply during fiscal years 
2016 and 2017; and 

(3) grants and payments may only be made 
from such Fund for fiscal year 2016 after the 
application of subsection (c). 

(c) CENSUS RESEARCH AND WELFARE RE-
SEARCH.—Of the amount made available 
under subsection (b)(1) for section 403(b) of 
the Social Security Act for fiscal year 2016— 

(1) $15,000,000 is hereby transferred to the 
Children’s Research and Technical Assist-
ance account in the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families at the Department of 
Health and Human Services and made avail-
able to carry out section 413(h) of the Social 
Security Act; and 

(2) $10,000,000 is hereby transferred and 
made available to the Bureau of the Census 
to conduct activities using the Survey of In-
come and Program Participation to obtain 
information to enable interested parties to 
evaluate the impact of the amendments 
made by title I of the Personal Responsi-
bility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 
Act of 1996. 

SEC. 231. Section 1886(m)(6) of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(m)(6)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)(i) by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (C)’’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraphs 
(C) and (E)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) TEMPORARY EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN 
SEVERE WOUND DISCHARGES FROM CERTAIN 
LONG-TERM CARE HOSPITALS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a discharge 
occurring prior to January 1, 2017, subpara-
graph (A)(i) shall not apply (and payment 
shall be made to a long-term care hospital 
without regard to this paragraph) if such dis-
charge— 

‘‘(I) is from a long-term care hospital that 
is— 

‘‘(aa) identified by the amendment made 
by section 4417(a) of the Balanced Budget Act 
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of 1997 (42 U.S.C. 1395ww note, Public Law 
105–33); and 

‘‘(bb) located in a rural area (as defined in 
subsection (d)(2)(D)) or treated as being so 
located pursuant to subsection (d)(8)(E); and 

‘‘(II) the individual discharged has a severe 
wound. 

‘‘(ii) SEVERE WOUND DEFINED.—In this sub-
paragraph, the term ‘severe wound’ means a 
stage 3 wound, stage 4 wound, unstageable 
wound, non-healing surgical wound, infected 
wound, fistula, osteomyelitis, or wound with 
morbid obesity, as identified in the claim 
from the long-term care hospital.’’. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Health and Human Services Appropria-
tions Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE III 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

EDUCATION FOR THE DISADVANTAGED 
For carrying out title I of the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (re-
ferred to in this Act as ‘‘ESEA’’) and section 
418A of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (re-
ferred to in this Act as ‘‘HEA’’), 
$16,016,790,000, of which $5,127,006,000 shall be-
come available on July 1, 2016, and shall re-
main available through September 30, 2017, 
and of which $10,841,177,000 shall become 
available on October 1, 2016, and shall remain 
available through September 30, 2017, for 
academic year 2016–2017: Provided, That 
$6,459,401,000 shall be for basic grants under 
section 1124 of the ESEA: Provided further, 
That up to $3,984,000 of these funds shall be 
available to the Secretary of Education (re-
ferred to in this title as ‘‘Secretary’’) on Oc-
tober 1, 2015, to obtain annually updated 
local educational agency-level census pov-
erty data from the Bureau of the Census: 
Provided further, That $1,362,301,000 shall be 
for concentration grants under section 1124A 
of the ESEA: Provided further, That 
$3,544,050,000 shall be for targeted grants 
under section 1125 of the ESEA: Provided fur-
ther, That $3,544,050,000 shall be for education 
finance incentive grants under section 1125A 
of the ESEA: Provided further, That funds 
available under sections 1124, 1124A, 1125 and 
1125A of the ESEA may be used to provide 
homeless children and youths with services 
not ordinarily provided to other students 
under those sections, including supporting 
the liaison designated pursuant to section 
722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act, and providing transpor-
tation pursuant to section 722(g)(1)(J)(iii) of 
such Act: Provided further, That $450,000,000 
shall be available for school improvement 
grants under section 1003(g) of the ESEA, 
which shall be allocated by the Secretary 
through the formula described in section 
1003(g)(2) and shall be used consistent with 
the requirements of section 1003(g), except 
that State and local educational agencies 
may use such funds to serve any school eligi-
ble to receive assistance under part A of title 
I that has not made adequate yearly progress 
for at least 2 years or is in the State’s lowest 
quintile of performance based on proficiency 
rates and, in the case of secondary schools, 
priority shall be given to those schools with 
graduation rates below 60 percent: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding section 
1003(g)(5)(C) of the ESEA, the Secretary may 
permit a State educational agency to estab-
lish an award period of up to 5 years for each 
participating local educational agency: Pro-
vided further, That funds available for school 
improvement grants for fiscal year 2014 and 
thereafter may be used by a local edu-
cational agency to implement a whole-school 
reform strategy for a school using an evi-
dence-based strategy that ensures whole- 
school reform is undertaken in partnership 
with a strategy developer offering a whole- 
school reform program that is based on at 

least a moderate level of evidence that the 
program will have a statistically significant 
effect on student outcomes, including at 
least one well-designed and well-imple-
mented experimental or quasi-experimental 
study: Provided further, That funds available 
for school improvement grants may be used 
by a local educational agency to implement 
an alternative State-determined school im-
provement strategy that has been estab-
lished by a State educational agency with 
the approval of the Secretary: Provided fur-
ther, That a local educational agency that is 
determined to be eligible for services under 
subpart 1 or 2 of part B of title VI of the 
ESEA may modify not more than one ele-
ment of a school improvement grant model: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding sec-
tion 1003(g)(5)(A), each State educational 
agency may establish a maximum subgrant 
size of not more than $2,000,000 for each par-
ticipating school applicable to such funds: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may re-
serve up to 5 percent of the funds available 
for section 1003(g) of the ESEA to carry out 
activities to build State and local edu-
cational agency capacity to implement effec-
tively the school improvement grants pro-
gram: Provided further, That $190,000,000 shall 
be available under section 1502 of the ESEA 
for a comprehensive literacy development 
and education program to advance literacy 
skills, including pre-literacy skills, reading, 
and writing, for students from birth through 
grade 12, including limited-English-pro-
ficient students and students with disabil-
ities, of which one-half of 1 percent shall be 
reserved for the Secretary of the Interior for 
such a program at schools funded by the Bu-
reau of Indian Education, one-half of 1 per-
cent shall be reserved for grants to the out-
lying areas for such a program, up to 5 per-
cent may be reserved for national activities, 
and the remainder shall be used to award 
competitive grants to State educational 
agencies for such a program, of which a 
State educational agency may reserve up to 
5 percent for State leadership activities, in-
cluding technical assistance and training, 
data collection, reporting, and administra-
tion, and shall subgrant not less than 95 per-
cent to local educational agencies or, in the 
case of early literacy, to local educational 
agencies or other nonprofit providers of 
early childhood education that partner with 
a public or private nonprofit organization or 
agency with a demonstrated record of effec-
tiveness in improving the early literacy de-
velopment of children from birth through 
kindergarten entry and in providing profes-
sional development in early literacy, giving 
priority to such agencies or other entities 
serving greater numbers or percentages of 
disadvantaged children: Provided further, 
That the State educational agency shall en-
sure that at least 15 percent of the sub-
granted funds are used to serve children from 
birth through age 5, 40 percent are used to 
serve students in kindergarten through 
grade 5, and 40 percent are used to serve stu-
dents in middle and high school including an 
equitable distribution of funds between mid-
dle and high schools: Provided further, That 
eligible entities receiving subgrants from 
State educational agencies shall use such 
funds for services and activities that have 
the characteristics of effective literacy in-
struction through professional development, 
screening and assessment, targeted interven-
tions for students reading below grade level 
and other research-based methods of improv-
ing classroom instruction and practice: Pro-
vided further, That $44,623,000 shall be for car-
rying out section 418A of the HEA. 

IMPACT AID 
For carrying out programs of financial as-

sistance to federally affected schools author-

ized by title VIII of the ESEA, $1,305,603,000, 
of which $1,168,233,000 shall be for basic sup-
port payments under section 8003(b), 
$48,316,000 shall be for payments for children 
with disabilities under section 8003(d), 
$17,406,000 shall be for construction under 
section 8007(a), $66,813,000 shall be for Federal 
property payments under section 8002, and 
$4,835,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for facilities maintenance 
under section 8008: Provided, That for pur-
poses of computing the amount of a payment 
for an eligible local educational agency 
under section 8003(a) for school year 2015– 
2016, children enrolled in a school of such 
agency that would otherwise be eligible for 
payment under section 8003(a)(1)(B) of such 
Act, but due to the deployment of both par-
ents or legal guardians, or a parent or legal 
guardian having sole custody of such chil-
dren, or due to the death of a military parent 
or legal guardian while on active duty (so 
long as such children reside on Federal prop-
erty as described in section 8003(a)(1)(B)), are 
no longer eligible under such section, shall 
be considered as eligible students under such 
section, provided such students remain in av-
erage daily attendance at a school in the 
same local educational agency they attended 
prior to their change in eligibility status. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 
For carrying out school improvement ac-

tivities authorized by parts A and B of title 
II, part B of title IV, parts A and B of title 
VI, and parts B and C of title VII of the 
ESEA; the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act; section 203 of the Educational 
Technical Assistance Act of 2002; the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments Act of 
2003; and the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
$4,433,629,000, of which $2,611,619,000 shall be-
come available on July 1, 2016, and remain 
available through September 30, 2017, and of 
which $1,681,441,000 shall become available on 
October 1, 2016, and shall remain available 
through September 30, 2017, for academic 
year 2016–2017: Provided, That funds made 
available to carry out part B of title VII of 
the ESEA may be used for construction, ren-
ovation, and modernization of any elemen-
tary school, secondary school, or structure 
related to an elementary school or secondary 
school, run by the Department of Education 
of the State of Hawaii, that serves a pre-
dominantly Native Hawaiian student body: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
to carry out part C of title VII of the ESEA 
shall be awarded on a competitive basis, and 
also may be used for construction: Provided 
further, That $51,445,000 shall be available to 
carry out section 203 of the Educational 
Technical Assistance Act of 2002 and the Sec-
retary shall make such arrangements as de-
termined to be necessary to ensure that the 
Bureau of Indian Education has access to 
services provided under this section: Provided 
further, That $16,699,000 shall be available to 
carry out the Supplemental Education 
Grants program for the Federated States of 
Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may reserve up to 5 percent of the amount 
referred to in the previous proviso to provide 
technical assistance in the implementation 
of these grants: Provided further, That up to 
4.0 percent of the funds for subpart 1 of part 
A of title II of the ESEA shall be reserved by 
the Secretary for competitive awards for 
teacher or principal recruitment and train-
ing or professional enhancement activities, 
including for civic education instruction, to 
national not-for-profit organizations, of 
which up to 8 percent may only be used for 
research, dissemination, evaluation, and 
technical assistance for competitive awards 
carried out under this proviso: Provided fur-
ther, That $152,717,000 shall be to carry out 
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part B of title II of the ESEA: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be used to allow 21st Cen-
tury Community Learning Centers initiative 
funding for expanded learning time unless 
these activities provide enrichment and en-
gaging academic activities for students at 
least 300 additional program hours before, 
during, or after the traditional school day 
and supplements but does not supplant 
school day requirements. 

INDIAN EDUCATION 
For expenses necessary to carry out, to the 

extent not otherwise provided, title VII, part 
A of the ESEA, $143,939,000. 

INNOVATION AND IMPROVEMENT 
For carrying out activities authorized by 

part G of title I, subpart 5 of part A and 
parts C and D of title II, parts B, C, and D of 
title V of the ESEA, and section 14007 of divi-
sion A of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009, as amended, 
$1,181,226,000: Provided, That up to $120,000,000 
shall be available through December 31, 2016 
for section 14007 of division A of Public Law 
111–5, and up to 5 percent of such funds may 
be used for technical assistance and the eval-
uation of activities carried out under such 
section: Provided further, That the education 
facilities clearinghouse established through 
a competitive process in fiscal year 2013 may 
collect and disseminate information on effec-
tive educational practices and the latest re-
search on the planning, design, financing, 
construction, improvement, operation, and 
maintenance of safe, healthy, high-perform-
ance public facilities for early learning pro-
grams, kindergarten through grade 12, and 
higher education: Provided further, That 
$230,000,000 of the funds for subpart 1 of part 
D of title V of the ESEA shall be for com-
petitive grants to local educational agencies, 
including charter schools that are local edu-
cational agencies, or States, or partnerships 
of: (1) a local educational agency, a State, or 
both; and (2) at least one nonprofit organiza-
tion to develop and implement performance- 
based compensation systems for teachers, 
principals, and other personnel in high-need 
schools: Provided further, That such perform-
ance-based compensation systems must con-
sider gains in student academic achievement 
as well as classroom evaluations conducted 
multiple times during each school year 
among other factors and provide educators 
with incentives to take on additional respon-
sibilities and leadership roles: Provided fur-
ther, That recipients of such grants shall 
demonstrate that such performance-based 
compensation systems are developed with 
the input of teachers and school leaders in 
the schools and local educational agencies to 
be served by the grant: Provided further, That 
recipients of such grants may use such funds 
to develop or improve systems and tools 
(which may be developed and used for the en-
tire local educational agency or only for 
schools served under the grant) that would 
enhance the quality and success of the com-
pensation system, such as high-quality 
teacher evaluations and tools to measure 
growth in student achievement: Provided fur-
ther, That applications for such grants shall 
include a plan to sustain financially the ac-
tivities conducted and systems developed 
under the grant once the grant period has ex-
pired: Provided further, That up to 5 percent 
of such funds for competitive grants shall be 
available for technical assistance, training, 
peer review of applications, program out-
reach, and evaluation activities: Provided 
further, That $250,000,000 of the funds for part 
D of title V of the ESEA shall be available 
through December 31, 2016 for carrying out, 
in accordance with the applicable require-
ments of part D of title V of the ESEA, a pre-
school development grants program: Provided 

further, That the Secretary, jointly with the 
Secretary of HHS, shall make competitive 
awards to States for activities that build the 
capacity within the State to develop, en-
hance, or expand high-quality preschool pro-
grams, including comprehensive services and 
family engagement, for preschool-aged chil-
dren from families at or below 200 percent of 
the Federal poverty line: Provided further, 
That each State may subgrant a portion of 
such grant funds to local educational agen-
cies and other early learning providers (in-
cluding, but not limited to, Head Start pro-
grams and licensed child care providers), or 
consortia thereof, for the implementation of 
high-quality preschool programs for children 
from families at or below 200 percent of the 
Federal poverty line: Provided further, That 
subgrantees that are local educational agen-
cies shall form strong partnerships with 
early learning providers and that sub-
grantees that are early learning providers 
shall form strong partnerships with local 
educational agencies, in order to carry out 
the requirements of the subgrant: Provided 
further, That up to 3 percent of such funds for 
preschool development grants shall be avail-
able for technical assistance, evaluation, and 
other national activities related to such 
grants: Provided further, That $10,000,000 of 
funds available under part D of title V of the 
ESEA shall be for the Full-Service Commu-
nity Schools program: Provided further, That 
of the funds available for part B of title V of 
the ESEA, the Secretary shall use up to 
$10,000,000 to carry out activities under sec-
tion 5205(b) and shall use not less than 
$16,000,000 for subpart 2: Provided further, 
That of the funds available for subpart 1 of 
part B of title V of the ESEA, and notwith-
standing section 5205(a), the Secretary shall 
reserve up to $100,000,000 to make multiple 
awards to non-profit charter management 
organizations and other entities that are not 
for-profit entities for the replication and ex-
pansion of successful charter school models 
and shall reserve not less than $11,000,000 to 
carry out the activities described in section 
5205(a), including improving quality and 
oversight of charter schools and providing 
technical assistance and grants to author-
ized public chartering agencies in order to 
increase the number of high-performing 
charter schools: Provided further, That funds 
available for part B of title V of the ESEA 
may be used for grants that support pre-
school education in charter schools: Provided 
further, That each application submitted pur-
suant to section 5203(a) shall describe a plan 
to monitor and hold accountable authorized 
public chartering agencies through such ac-
tivities as providing technical assistance or 
establishing a professional development pro-
gram, which may include evaluation, plan-
ning, training, and systems development for 
staff of authorized public chartering agen-
cies to improve the capacity of such agencies 
in the State to authorize, monitor, and hold 
accountable charter schools: Provided fur-
ther, That each application submitted pursu-
ant to section 5203(a) shall contain assur-
ances that State law, regulations, or other 
policies require that: (1) each authorized 
charter school in the State operate under a 
legally binding charter or performance con-
tract between itself and the school’s author-
ized public chartering agency that describes 
the rights and responsibilities of the school 
and the public chartering agency; conduct 
annual, timely, and independent audits of 
the school’s financial statements that are 
filed with the school’s authorized public 
chartering agency; and demonstrate im-
proved student academic achievement; and 
(2) authorized public chartering agencies use 
increases in student academic achievement 
for all groups of students described in sec-
tion 1111(b)(2)(C)(v) of the ESEA as one of the 

most important factors when determining to 
renew or revoke a school’s charter. 

SAFE SCHOOLS AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
For carrying out activities authorized by 

part A of title IV and subparts 1, 2, and 10 of 
part D of title V of the ESEA, $244,815,000: 
Provided, That $75,000,000 shall be available 
for subpart 2 of part A of title IV, of which 
up to $5,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the Project School 
Emergency Response to Violence (‘‘Project 
SERV’’) program to provide education-re-
lated services to local educational agencies 
and institutions of higher education in which 
the learning environment has been disrupted 
due to a violent or traumatic crisis: Provided 
further, That $73,254,000 shall be available 
through December 31, 2016 for Promise 
Neighborhoods. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 
For carrying out part A of title III of the 

ESEA, $737,400,000, which shall become avail-
able on July 1, 2016, and shall remain avail-
able through September 30, 2017, except that 
6.5 percent of such amount shall be available 
on October 1, 2015, and shall remain available 
through September 30, 2017, to carry out ac-
tivities under section 3111(c)(1)(C): Provided, 
That the Secretary shall use estimates of the 
American Community Survey child counts 
for the most recent 3-year period available to 
calculate allocations under such part. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
For carrying out the Individuals with Dis-

abilities Education Act (IDEA) and the Spe-
cial Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act 
of 2004, $12,976,858,000, of which $3,456,259,000 
shall become available on July 1, 2016, and 
shall remain available through September 
30, 2017, and of which $9,283,383,000 shall be-
come available on October 1, 2016, and shall 
remain available through September 30, 2017, 
for academic year 2016–2017: Provided, That 
the amount for section 611(b)(2) of the IDEA 
shall be equal to the lesser of the amount 
available for that activity during fiscal year 
2015, increased by the amount of inflation as 
specified in section 619(d)(2)(B) of the IDEA, 
or the percent change in the funds appro-
priated under section 611(i) of the IDEA, but 
not less than the amount for that activity 
during fiscal year 2015: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall, without regard to sec-
tion 611(d) of the IDEA, distribute to all 
other States (as that term is defined in sec-
tion 611(g)(2)), subject to the third proviso, 
any amount by which a State’s allocation 
under section 611(d), from funds appropriated 
under this heading, is reduced under section 
612(a)(18)(B), according to the following: 85 
percent on the basis of the States’ relative 
populations of children aged 3 through 21 
who are of the same age as children with dis-
abilities for whom the State ensures the 
availability of a free appropriate public edu-
cation under this part, and 15 percent to 
States on the basis of the States’ relative 
populations of those children who are living 
in poverty: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may not distribute any funds under 
the previous proviso to any State whose re-
duction in allocation from funds appro-
priated under this heading made funds avail-
able for such a distribution: Provided further, 
That the States shall allocate such funds dis-
tributed under the second proviso to local 
educational agencies in accordance with sec-
tion 611(f): Provided further, That the amount 
by which a State’s allocation under section 
611(d) of the IDEA is reduced under section 
612(a)(18)(B) and the amounts distributed to 
States under the previous provisos in fiscal 
year 2012 or any subsequent year shall not be 
considered in calculating the awards under 
section 611(d) for fiscal year 2013 or for any 
subsequent fiscal years: Provided further, 
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That, notwithstanding the provision in sec-
tion 612(a)(18)(B) regarding the fiscal year in 
which a State’s allocation under section 
611(d) is reduced for failure to comply with 
the requirement of section 612(a)(18)(A), the 
Secretary may apply the reduction specified 
in section 612(a)(18)(B) over a period of con-
secutive fiscal years, not to exceed five, 
until the entire reduction is applied: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may, in any 
fiscal year in which a State’s allocation 
under section 611 is reduced in accordance 
with section 612(a)(18)(B), reduce the amount 
a State may reserve under section 611(e)(1) 
by an amount that bears the same relation 
to the maximum amount described in that 
paragraph as the reduction under section 
612(a)(18)(B) bears to the total allocation the 
State would have received in that fiscal year 
under section 611(d) in the absence of the re-
duction: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall either reduce the allocation of funds 
under section 611 for any fiscal year fol-
lowing the fiscal year for which the State 
fails to comply with the requirement of sec-
tion 612(a)(18)(A) as authorized by section 
612(a)(18)(B), or seek to recover funds under 
section 452 of the General Education Provi-
sions Act (20 U.S.C. 1234a): Provided further, 
That the funds reserved under 611(c) of the 
IDEA may be used to provide technical as-
sistance to States to improve the capacity of 
the States to meet the data collection re-
quirements of sections 616 and 618 and to ad-
minister and carry out other services and ac-
tivities to improve data collection, coordina-
tion, quality, and use under parts B and C of 
the IDEA: Provided further, That the level of 
effort a local educational agency must meet 
under section 613(a)(2)(A)(iii) of the IDEA, in 
the year after it fails to maintain effort is 
the level of effort that would have been re-
quired in the absence of that failure and not 
the LEA’s reduced level of expenditures: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may use 
funds made available for the State Personnel 
Development Grants program under part D, 
subpart 1 of IDEA to evaluate program per-
formance under such subpart. 

REHABILITATION SERVICES AND DISABILITY 
RESEARCH 

For carrying out, to the extent not other-
wise provided, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
and the Helen Keller National Center Act, 
$3,529,605,000, of which $3,391,770,000 shall be 
for grants for vocational rehabilitation serv-
ices under title I of the Rehabilitation Act: 
Provided, That the Secretary may use 
amounts provided in this Act that remain 
available subsequent to the reallotment of 
funds to States pursuant to section 110(b) of 
the Rehabilitation Act for innovative activi-
ties aimed at improving the outcomes of in-
dividuals with disabilities as defined in sec-
tion 7(20)(B) of the Rehabilitation Act, in-
cluding activities aimed at improving the 
education and post-school outcomes of chil-
dren receiving Supplemental Security In-
come (‘‘SSI’’) and their families that may re-
sult in long-term improvement in the SSI 
child recipient’s economic status and self- 
sufficiency: Provided further, That States 
may award subgrants for a portion of the 
funds to other public and private, nonprofit 
entities: Provided further, That any funds 
made available subsequent to reallotment 
for innovative activities aimed at improving 
the outcomes of individuals with disabilities 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2017. 

SPECIAL INSTITUTIONS FOR PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES 

AMERICAN PRINTING HOUSE FOR THE BLIND 
For carrying out the Act of March 3, 1879, 

$25,431,000. 
NATIONAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR THE DEAF 

For the National Technical Institute for 
the Deaf under titles I and II of the Edu-

cation of the Deaf Act of 1986, $70,016,000: Pro-
vided, That from the total amount available, 
the Institute may at its discretion use funds 
for the endowment program as authorized 
under section 207 of such Act. 

GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY 
For the Kendall Demonstration Elemen-

tary School, the Model Secondary School for 
the Deaf, and the partial support of Gal-
laudet University under titles I and II of the 
Education of the Deaf Act of 1986, 
$121,275,000: Provided, That from the total 
amount available, the University may at its 
discretion use funds for the endowment pro-
gram as authorized under section 207 of such 
Act. 

CAREER, TECHNICAL, AND ADULT EDUCATION 
For carrying out, to the extent not other-

wise provided, the Carl D. Perkins Career 
and Technical Education Act of 2006 and the 
Adult Education and Family Literacy Act 
(‘‘AEFLA’’), $1,720,686,000, of which 
$929,686,000 shall become available on July 1, 
2016, and shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and of which $791,000,000 shall 
become available on October 1, 2016, and 
shall remain available through September 
30, 2017: Provided, That of the amounts made 
available for AEFLA, $13,712,000 shall be for 
national leadership activities under section 
242. 

STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
For carrying out subparts 1, 3, and 10 of 

part A, and part C of title IV of the HEA, 
$24,198,210,000, which shall remain available 
through September 30, 2017. 

The maximum Pell Grant for which a stu-
dent shall be eligible during award year 2016– 
2017 shall be $4,860. 

STUDENT AID ADMINISTRATION 
For Federal administrative expenses to 

carry out part D of title I, and subparts 1, 3, 
9, and 10 of part A, and parts B, C, D, and E 
of title IV of the HEA, and subpart 1 of part 
A of title VII of the Public Health Service 
Act, $1,551,854,000, to remain available 
through September 30, 2017: Provided, That 
the Secretary shall, no later than March 1, 
2016, allocate new student loan borrower ac-
counts to eligible student loan servicers on 
the basis of their performance compared to 
all loan servicers utilizing established com-
mon metrics, and on the basis of the capac-
ity of each servicer to process new and exist-
ing accounts. 

HIGHER EDUCATION 
For carrying out, to the extent not other-

wise provided, titles II, III, IV, V, VI, and VII 
of the HEA, the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961, and section 117 of 
the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 
Education Act of 2006, $1,982,185,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, funds made available in this Act to 
carry out title VI of the HEA and section 
102(b)(6) of the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961 may be used to 
support visits and study in foreign countries 
by individuals who are participating in ad-
vanced foreign language training and inter-
national studies in areas that are vital to 
United States national security and who 
plan to apply their language skills and 
knowledge of these countries in the fields of 
government, the professions, or inter-
national development: Provided further, That 
of the funds referred to in the preceding pro-
viso up to 1 percent may be used for program 
evaluation, national outreach, and informa-
tion dissemination activities: Provided fur-
ther, That up to 1.5 percent of the funds made 
available under chapter 2 of subpart 2 of part 
A of title IV of the HEA may be used for 
evaluation. 

HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
For partial support of Howard University, 

$221,821,000, of which not less than $3,405,000 

shall be for a matching endowment grant 
pursuant to the Howard University Endow-
ment Act and shall remain available until 
expended. 
COLLEGE HOUSING AND ACADEMIC FACILITIES 

LOANS PROGRAM 
For Federal administrative expenses to 

carry out activities related to existing facil-
ity loans pursuant to section 121 of the HEA, 
$435,000. 
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNIVER-

SITY CAPITAL FINANCING PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
For the cost of guaranteed loans, 

$20,150,000, as authorized pursuant to part D 
of title III of the HEA, which shall remain 
available through September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided, That such costs, including the cost of 
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974: Provided further, That these funds are 
available to subsidize total loan principal, 
any part of which is to be guaranteed, not to 
exceed $302,099,000: Provided further, That 
these funds may be used to support loans to 
public and private Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities without regard to the 
limitations within section 344(a) of the HEA. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the Historically Black College and 
University Capital Financing Program en-
tered into pursuant to part D of title III of 
the HEA, $334,000. 

INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES 
For carrying out activities authorized by 

the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, 
the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress Authorization Act, section 208 of 
the Educational Technical Assistance Act of 
2002, and section 664 of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, $618,015,000, 
which shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That funds avail-
able to carry out section 208 of the Edu-
cational Technical Assistance Act may be 
used to link Statewide elementary and sec-
ondary data systems with early childhood, 
postsecondary, and workforce data systems, 
or to further develop such systems: Provided 
further, That up to $6,000,000 of the funds 
available to carry out section 208 of the Edu-
cational Technical Assistance Act may be 
used for awards to public or private organi-
zations or agencies to support activities to 
improve data coordination, quality, and use 
at the local, State, and national levels: Pro-
vided further, That $157,235,000 shall be for 
carrying out activities authorized by the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational Progress 
Authorization Act. 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

For carrying out, to the extent not other-
wise provided, the Department of Education 
Organization Act, including rental of con-
ference rooms in the District of Columbia 
and hire of three passenger motor vehicles, 
$432,000,000, of which up to $1,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, may be for 
relocation of, and renovation of buildings oc-
cupied by, Department staff. 

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
For expenses necessary for the Office for 

Civil Rights, as authorized by section 203 of 
the Department of Education Organization 
Act, $107,000,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For expenses necessary for the Office of In-

spector General, as authorized by section 212 
of the Department of Education Organiza-
tion Act, $59,256,000. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 301. No funds appropriated in this Act 

may be used for the transportation of stu-
dents or teachers (or for the purchase of 
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equipment for such transportation) in order 
to overcome racial imbalance in any school 
or school system, or for the transportation 
of students or teachers (or for the purchase 
of equipment for such transportation) in 
order to carry out a plan of racial desegrega-
tion of any school or school system. 

SEC. 302. None of the funds contained in 
this Act shall be used to require, directly or 
indirectly, the transportation of any student 
to a school other than the school which is 
nearest the student’s home, except for a stu-
dent requiring special education, to the 
school offering such special education, in 
order to comply with title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. For the purpose of this 
section an indirect requirement of transpor-
tation of students includes the transpor-
tation of students to carry out a plan involv-
ing the reorganization of the grade structure 
of schools, the pairing of schools, or the clus-
tering of schools, or any combination of 
grade restructuring, pairing, or clustering. 
The prohibition described in this section 
does not include the establishment of mag-
net schools. 

SEC. 303. No funds appropriated in this Act 
may be used to prevent the implementation 
of programs of voluntary prayer and medita-
tion in the public schools. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 304. Not to exceed 1 percent of any dis-

cretionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985) which are appropriated for the De-
partment of Education in this Act may be 
transferred between appropriations, but no 
such appropriation shall be increased by 
more than 3 percent by any such transfer: 
Provided, That the transfer authority grant-
ed by this section shall not be used to create 
any new program or to fund any project or 
activity for which no funds are provided in 
this Act: Provided further, That the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate are notified at 
least 15 days in advance of any transfer. 

SEC. 305. The Outlying Areas may consoli-
date funds received under this Act, pursuant 
to 48 U.S.C. 1469a, under part A of title V of 
the ESEA. 

SEC. 306. Section 105(f)(1)(B)(ix) of the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments Act of 
2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921d(f)(1)(B)(ix)) shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘2016’’ for ‘‘2009’’. 

SEC. 307. The Secretary, in consultation 
with the Director of the Institute of Edu-
cation Sciences, may reserve funds under 
section 9601 of the ESEA (subject to the limi-
tations in subsections (b) and (c) of that sec-
tion) in order to carry out activities author-
ized under paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (a) of that section with respect to 
any ESEA program funded in this Act and 
without respect to the source of funds for 
those activities: Provided, That high-quality 
evaluations of ESEA programs shall be 
prioritized, before using funds for any other 
evaluation activities: Provided further, That 
any funds reserved under this section shall 
be available from July 1, 2016 through Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided further, That not 
later than 10 days prior to the initial obliga-
tion of funds reserved under this section, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Director, 
shall submit an evaluation plan to the Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations and 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and 
the House Committees on Appropriations 
and Education and the Workforce which 
identifies the source and amount of funds re-
served under this section, the impact on pro-
gram grantees if funds are withheld, the pro-
grams to be evaluated with such funds, how 
ESEA programs will be regularly evaluated, 
and how findings from evaluations com-
pleted under this section will be widely dis-
seminated. 

SEC. 308. (a) An institution of higher edu-
cation that maintains an endowment fund 
supported with funds appropriated for title 
III or V of the HEA for fiscal year 2016 may 
use the income from that fund to award 
scholarships to students, subject to the limi-
tation in section 331(c)(3)(B)(i) of the HEA. 
The use of such income for such purposes, 
prior to the enactment of this Act, shall be 
considered to have been an allowable use of 
that income, subject to that limitation. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall be in effect until ti-
tles III and V of the HEA are reauthorized. 

SEC. 309. Section 114(f) of the HEA (20 
U.S.C. 1011c(f)) is amended by striking ‘‘2015’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2016’’. 

SEC. 310. Section 458(a) of the HEA (20 
U.S.C. 1087h(a)) is amended in paragraph (4) 
by striking ‘‘2014’’ and inserting ‘‘2016’’. 

SEC. 311. Section 428(c)(1) of the HEA (20 
U.S.C. 1078(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘95 
percent’’ and inserting ‘‘100 percent’’. 

SEC. 312. Notwithstanding section 5(b) of 
the Every Student Succeeds Act, funds pro-
vided in this Act for non-competitive for-
mula grant programs authorized by the 
ESEA for use during academic year 2016–2017 
shall be administered in accordance with the 
ESEA as in effect on the day before the date 
of enactment of the Every Student Succeeds 
Act. 

SEC. 313. CAREER PATHWAYS PROGRAMS.— 
(1) Subsection (d) of section 484 of the HEA 

is amended by replacing (d)(2) with the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE CAREER PATHWAY PROGRAM.— 
In this subsection, the term ‘eligible career 
pathway program’ means a program that 
combines rigorous and high-quality edu-
cation, training, and other services that— 

‘‘(A) aligns with the skill needs of indus-
tries in the economy of the State or regional 
economy involved; 

‘‘(B) prepares an individual to be successful 
in any of a full range of secondary or post-
secondary education options, including ap-
prenticeships registered under the Act of Au-
gust 16, 1937 (commonly known as the ‘Na-
tional Apprenticeship Act’; 50 Stat. 664, 
chapter 663; 29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.) (referred to 
individually in this Act as an ‘apprentice-
ship’, except in section 171); 

‘‘(C) includes counseling to support an in-
dividual in achieving the individual’s edu-
cation and career goals; 

‘‘(D) includes, as appropriate, education of-
fered concurrently with and in the same con-
text as workforce preparation activities and 
training for a specific occupation or occupa-
tional cluster; 

‘‘(E) organizes education, training, and 
other services to meet the particular needs 
of an individual in a manner that accelerates 
the educational and career advancement of 
the individual to the extent practicable; 

‘‘(F) enables an individual to attain a sec-
ondary school diploma or its recognized 
equivalent, and at least 1 recognized postsec-
ondary credential; and 

‘‘(G) helps an individual enter or advance 
within a specific occupation or occupational 
cluster.’’. 

(2) Subsection (b) of section 401 of the HEA 
is amended by striking the addition to 
(b)(2)(A)(ii) made by subsection 309(b) of divi-
sion G of Public Law 113–235. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Education Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE IV 

RELATED AGENCIES 

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM PEOPLE WHO 
ARE BLIND OR SEVERELY DISABLED 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Committee 
for Purchase From People Who Are Blind or 
Severely Disabled established under section 

8502 of title 41, United States Code, $6,191,000: 
Provided, That in order to authorize any cen-
tral nonprofit agency designated pursuant to 
section 8503(c) of title 41, United States Code, 
to perform contract requirements of the 
Committee as prescribed under section 51–3.2 
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations, the 
Committee shall within 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act enter into a 
written agreement with any such central 
nonprofit agency: Provided further, That such 
agreement entered into under the preceding 
proviso shall contain such auditing, over-
sight, and reporting provisions as necessary 
to implement chapter 85 of title 41, United 
States Code: Provided further, That such 
agreement shall include the elements listed 
under the heading ‘‘Committee For Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely Dis-
abled—Written Agreement Elements’’ in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act): Provided further, That 
after 180 days from the date of enactment of 
this Act a fee may not be charged under sec-
tion 51–3.5 of title 41, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, unless such fee is under the terms of 
the written agreement between the Com-
mittee and any such central nonprofit agen-
cy: Provided further, That no less than 
$750,000 shall be available for the Office of In-
spector General. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. (a) Section 8G of the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘the 

Committee for Purchase From People Who 
Are Blind or Severely Disabled,’’ after ‘‘the 
Board for International Broadcasting,’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) 

through (H) as subparagraphs (E) through (I), 
respectively; and 

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) with respect to the Committee for 
Purchase From People Who Are Blind or Se-
verely Disabled, such term means the Chair-
man of the Committee for Purchase From 
People Who Are Blind or Severely Dis-
abled;’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e)(1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘board or commission’’, the 

first place it appears, and inserting ‘‘board, 
chairman of a committee, or commission’’; 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘board or commission’’, the 
second place it appears, and inserting 
‘‘board, committee, or commission’’. 

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Chairman of 
the Committee for Purchase From People 
Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled shall ap-
point an Inspector General for the Com-
mittee. 

(c) This section, and the amendments made 
by this section, shall take effect on the date 
that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 402. Not later than 30 days after the 
end of each fiscal year quarter, beginning 
with the first quarter of fiscal year 2016, the 
Committee For Purchase From People Who 
Are Blind or Severely Disabled shall submit 
to the Committees on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform and Education and the Work-
force of the House of Representatives, the 
Committees on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, and the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, the re-
ports described under the heading ‘‘Com-
mittee For Purchase From People Who Are 
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Blind or Severely Disabled—Requested Re-
ports’’ in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 
CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICE 
OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Corporation 
for National and Community Service (re-
ferred to in this title as ‘‘CNCS’’) to carry 
out the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 
1973 (referred to in this title as ‘‘1973 Act’’) 
and the National and Community Service 
Act of 1990 (referred to in this title as ‘‘1990 
Act’’), $787,929,000, notwithstanding sections 
198B(b)(3), 198S(g), 501(a)(4)(C), and 
501(a)(4)(F) of the 1990 Act: Provided, That of 
the amounts provided under this heading: (1) 
up to 1 percent of program grant funds may 
be used to defray the costs of conducting 
grant application reviews, including the use 
of outside peer reviewers and electronic 
management of the grants cycle; (2) 
$50,000,000 shall be available for expenses to 
carry out section 198K of the 1990 Act; (3) 
$16,038,000 shall be available to provide as-
sistance to State commissions on national 
and community service, under section 126(a) 
of the 1990 Act and notwithstanding section 
501(a)(5)(B) of the 1990 Act; (4) $30,000,000 
shall be available to carry out subtitle E of 
the 1990 Act; and (5) $3,800,000 shall be avail-
able for expenses authorized under section 
501(a)(4)(F) of the 1990 Act, which, notwith-
standing the provisions of section 198P shall 
be awarded by CNCS on a competitive basis: 
Provided further, That for the purposes of car-
rying out the 1990 Act, satisfying the re-
quirements in section 122(c)(1)(D) may in-
clude a determination of need by the local 
community: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed 20 percent of funds made available 
under section 198K of the 1990 Act may be 
used for Social Innovation Fund Pilot Pro-
gram-related performance-based awards for 
Pay for Success projects and shall remain 
available through September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided further, That, with respect to the pre-
vious proviso, any funds obligated for such 
projects shall remain available for disburse-
ment until expended, notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 1552(a): Provided further, That any 
funds deobligated from projects under sec-
tion 198K of the 1990 Act shall immediately 
be available for activities authorized under 
section 198K of such Act. 

PAYMENT TO THE NATIONAL SERVICE TRUST 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For payment to the National Service Trust 
established under subtitle D of title I of the 
1990 Act, $220,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That CNCS may 
transfer additional funds from the amount 
provided within ‘‘Operating Expenses’’ allo-
cated to grants under subtitle C of title I of 
the 1990 Act to the National Service Trust 
upon determination that such transfer is 
necessary to support the activities of na-
tional service participants and after notice 
is transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided further, That 
amounts appropriated for or transferred to 
the National Service Trust may be invested 
under section 145(b) of the 1990 Act without 
regard to the requirement to apportion funds 
under 31 U.S.C. 1513(b). 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of administration 

as provided under section 501(a)(5) of the 1990 
Act and under section 504(a) of the 1973 Act, 
including payment of salaries, authorized 
travel, hire of passenger motor vehicles, the 
rental of conference rooms in the District of 
Columbia, the employment of experts and 
consultants authorized under 5 U.S.C. 3109, 

and not to exceed $2,500 for official reception 
and representation expenses, $81,737,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $5,250,000. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 403. CNCS shall make any significant 

changes to program requirements, service 
delivery or policy only through public notice 
and comment rulemaking. For fiscal year 
2016, during any grant selection process, an 
officer or employee of CNCS shall not know-
ingly disclose any covered grant selection in-
formation regarding such selection, directly 
or indirectly, to any person other than an of-
ficer or employee of CNCS that is authorized 
by CNCS to receive such information. 

SEC. 404. AmeriCorps programs receiving 
grants under the National Service Trust pro-
gram shall meet an overall minimum share 
requirement of 24 percent for the first 3 
years that they receive AmeriCorps funding, 
and thereafter shall meet the overall min-
imum share requirement as provided in sec-
tion 2521.60 of title 45, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, without regard to the operating 
costs match requirement in section 121(e) or 
the member support Federal share limita-
tions in section 140 of the 1990 Act, and sub-
ject to partial waiver consistent with section 
2521.70 of title 45, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 

SEC. 405. Donations made to CNCS under 
section 196 of the 1990 Act for the purposes of 
financing programs and operations under ti-
tles I and II of the 1973 Act or subtitle B, C, 
D, or E of title I of the 1990 Act shall be used 
to supplement and not supplant current pro-
grams and operations. 

SEC. 406. In addition to the requirements in 
section 146(a) of the 1990 Act, use of an edu-
cational award for the purpose described in 
section 148(a)(4) shall be limited to individ-
uals who are veterans as defined under sec-
tion 101 of the Act. 

SEC. 407. For the purpose of carrying out 
section 189D of the 1990 Act— 

(1) entities described in paragraph (a) of 
such section shall be considered ‘‘qualified 
entities’’ under section 3 of the National 
Child Protection Act of 1993 (‘‘NCPA’’); and 

(2) individuals described in such section 
shall be considered ‘‘volunteers’’ under sec-
tion 3 of NCPA; and 

(3) State Commissions on National and 
Community Service established pursuant to 
section 178 of the 1990 Act, are authorized to 
receive criminal history record information, 
consistent with Public Law 92–544. 

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 
For payment to the Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting (‘‘CPB’’), as authorized by the 
Communications Act of 1934, an amount 
which shall be available within limitations 
specified by that Act, for the fiscal year 2018, 
$445,000,000: Provided, That none of the funds 
made available to CPB by this Act shall be 
used to pay for receptions, parties, or similar 
forms of entertainment for Government offi-
cials or employees: Provided further, That 
none of the funds made available to CPB by 
this Act shall be available or used to aid or 
support any program or activity from which 
any person is excluded, or is denied benefits, 
or is discriminated against, on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, religion, or sex: 
Provided further, That none of the funds made 
available to CPB by this Act shall be used to 
apply any political test or qualification in 
selecting, appointing, promoting, or taking 
any other personnel action with respect to 
officers, agents, and employees of CPB: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds made 
available to CPB by this Act shall be used to 
support the Television Future Fund or any 
similar purpose. 

In addition, for the costs associated with 
replacing and upgrading the public broad-
casting interconnection system, $40,000,000. 

FEDERAL MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION 
SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for the Federal Me-

diation and Conciliation Service (‘‘Service’’) 
to carry out the functions vested in it by the 
Labor-Management Relations Act, 1947, in-
cluding hire of passenger motor vehicles; for 
expenses necessary for the Labor-Manage-
ment Cooperation Act of 1978; and for ex-
penses necessary for the Service to carry out 
the functions vested in it by the Civil Serv-
ice Reform Act, $48,748,000, including up to 
$400,000 to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for activities authorized by 
the Labor-Management Cooperation Act of 
1978: Provided, That notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302, fees charged, up to full-cost re-
covery, for special training activities and 
other conflict resolution services and tech-
nical assistance, including those provided to 
foreign governments and international orga-
nizations, and for arbitration services shall 
be credited to and merged with this account, 
and shall remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That fees for arbitration 
services shall be available only for edu-
cation, training, and professional develop-
ment of the agency workforce: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the Service is au-
thorized to accept and use on behalf of the 
United States gifts of services and real, per-
sonal, or other property in the aid of any 
projects or functions within the Director’s 
jurisdiction. 
FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW 

COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Federal 
Mine Safety and Health Review Commission, 
$17,085,000. 
INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES 

OFFICE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES: 
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For carrying out the Museum and Library 
Services Act of 1996 and the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Cul-
ture Act, $230,000,000. 

MEDICAID AND CHIP PAYMENT AND ACCESS 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary to carry out sec-

tion 1900 of the Social Security Act, 
$7,765,000. 

MEDICARE PAYMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary to carry out sec-
tion 1805 of the Social Security Act, 
$11,925,000, to be transferred to this appro-
priation from the Federal Hospital Insurance 
Trust Fund and the Federal Supplementary 
Medical Insurance Trust Fund. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the National 
Council on Disability as authorized by title 
IV of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
$3,250,000. 

NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the National 
Labor Relations Board to carry out the func-
tions vested in it by the Labor-Management 
Relations Act, 1947, and other laws, 
$274,224,000: Provided, That no part of this ap-
propriation shall be available to organize or 
assist in organizing agricultural laborers or 
used in connection with investigations, hear-
ings, directives, or orders concerning bar-
gaining units composed of agricultural la-
borers as referred to in section 2(3) of the Act 
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of July 5, 1935, and as amended by the Labor- 
Management Relations Act, 1947, and as de-
fined in section 3(f) of the Act of June 25, 
1938, and including in said definition employ-
ees engaged in the maintenance and oper-
ation of ditches, canals, reservoirs, and wa-
terways when maintained or operated on a 
mutual, nonprofit basis and at least 95 per-
cent of the water stored or supplied thereby 
is used for farming purposes. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SEC. 408. None of the funds provided by this 
Act or previous Acts making appropriations 
for the National Labor Relations Board may 
be used to issue any new administrative di-
rective or regulation that would provide em-
ployees any means of voting through any 
electronic means in an election to determine 
a representative for the purposes of collec-
tive bargaining. 

NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
provisions of the Railway Labor Act, includ-
ing emergency boards appointed by the 
President, $13,230,000. 

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion, $12,639,000. 

RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD 

DUAL BENEFITS PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

For payment to the Dual Benefits Pay-
ments Account, authorized under section 
15(d) of the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974, 
$29,000,000, which shall include amounts be-
coming available in fiscal year 2016 pursuant 
to section 224(c)(1)(B) of Public Law 98–76; 
and in addition, an amount, not to exceed 2 
percent of the amount provided herein, shall 
be available proportional to the amount by 
which the product of recipients and the aver-
age benefit received exceeds the amount 
available for payment of vested dual bene-
fits: Provided, That the total amount pro-
vided herein shall be credited in 12 approxi-
mately equal amounts on the first day of 
each month in the fiscal year. 

FEDERAL PAYMENTS TO THE RAILROAD 
RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS 

For payment to the accounts established 
in the Treasury for the payment of benefits 
under the Railroad Retirement Act for inter-
est earned on unnegotiated checks, $150,000, 
to remain available through September 30, 
2017, which shall be the maximum amount 
available for payment pursuant to section 
417 of Public Law 98–76. 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses for the Railroad 
Retirement Board (‘‘Board’’) for administra-
tion of the Railroad Retirement Act and the 
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act, 
$111,225,000, to be derived in such amounts as 
determined by the Board from the railroad 
retirement accounts and from moneys cred-
ited to the railroad unemployment insurance 
administration fund: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 7(b)(9) of the Railroad Re-
tirement Act this limitation may be used to 
hire attorneys only through the excepted 
service: Provided further, That the previous 
proviso shall not change the status under 
Federal employment laws of any attorney 
hired by the Railroad Retirement Board 
prior to January 1, 2013. 

LIMITATION ON THE OFFICE OF INSPECTOR 
GENERAL 

For expenses necessary for the Office of In-
spector General for audit, investigatory and 
review activities, as authorized by the In-

spector General Act of 1978, not more than 
$8,437,000, to be derived from the railroad re-
tirement accounts and railroad unemploy-
ment insurance account. 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
PAYMENTS TO SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST FUNDS 
For payment to the Federal Old-Age and 

Survivors Insurance Trust Fund and the Fed-
eral Disability Insurance Trust Fund, as pro-
vided under sections 201(m), 228(g), and 
1131(b)(2) of the Social Security Act, 
$11,400,000. 

SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME PROGRAM 
For carrying out titles XI and XVI of the 

Social Security Act, section 401 of Public 
Law 92–603, section 212 of Public Law 93–66, 
as amended, and section 405 of Public Law 
95–216, including payment to the Social Secu-
rity trust funds for administrative expenses 
incurred pursuant to section 201(g)(1) of the 
Social Security Act, $46,305,733,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That any 
portion of the funds provided to a State in 
the current fiscal year and not obligated by 
the State during that year shall be returned 
to the Treasury: Provided further, That not 
more than $101,000,000 shall be available for 
research and demonstrations under sections 
1110, 1115, and 1144 of the Social Security 
Act, and remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

For making, after June 15 of the current 
fiscal year, benefit payments to individuals 
under title XVI of the Social Security Act, 
for unanticipated costs incurred for the cur-
rent fiscal year, such sums as may be nec-
essary. 

For making benefit payments under title 
XVI of the Social Security Act for the first 
quarter of fiscal year 2017, $14,500,000,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses, including the hire 

of two passenger motor vehicles, and not to 
exceed $20,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, not more than 
$10,598,945,000 may be expended, as author-
ized by section 201(g)(1) of the Social Secu-
rity Act, from any one or all of the trust 
funds referred to in such section: Provided, 
That not less than $2,300,000 shall be for the 
Social Security Advisory Board: Provided 
further, That, $116,000,000 may be used for the 
costs associated with conducting continuing 
disability reviews under titles II and XVI of 
the Social Security Act and conducting rede-
terminations of eligibility under title XVI of 
the Social Security Act: Provided further, 
That the Commissioner may allocate addi-
tional funds under this paragraph above the 
level specified in the previous proviso for 
such activities but only to reconcile esti-
mated and actual unit costs for conducting 
such activities and after notifying the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate at least 15 
days in advance of any such reallocation: 
Provided further, That the acquisition of serv-
ices to conduct and manage representative 
payee reviews shall be made using full and 
open competition procedures: Provided fur-
ther, That, $150,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be for necessary ex-
penses for the renovation and modernization 
of the Arthur J. Altmeyer Building: Provided 
further, That unobligated balances of funds 
provided under this paragraph at the end of 
fiscal year 2016 not needed for fiscal year 2016 
shall remain available until expended to in-
vest in the Social Security Administration 
information technology and telecommuni-
cations hardware and software infrastruc-
ture, including related equipment and non- 
payroll administrative expenses associated 
solely with this information technology and 
telecommunications infrastructure: Provided 

further, That the Commissioner of Social Se-
curity shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate prior to making unobligated 
balances available under the authority in the 
previous proviso: Provided further, That reim-
bursement to the trust funds under this 
heading for expenditures for official time for 
employees of the Social Security Adminis-
tration pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 7131, and for fa-
cilities or support services for labor organi-
zations pursuant to policies, regulations, or 
procedures referred to in section 7135(b) of 
such title shall be made by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with interest, from amounts in 
the general fund not otherwise appropriated, 
as soon as possible after such expenditures 
are made. 

In addition, for the costs associated with 
continuing disability reviews under titles II 
and XVI of the Social Security Act and for 
the cost associated with conducting redeter-
minations of eligibility under title XVI of 
the Social Security Act, $1,426,000,000 may be 
expended, as authorized by section 201(g)(1) 
of the Social Security Act, from any one or 
all of the trust funds referred to therein: Pro-
vided, That, of such amount, $273,000,000 is 
provided to meet the terms of section 
251(b)(2)(B)(ii)(III) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, 
as amended, and $1,153,000,000 is additional 
new budget authority specified for purposes 
of section 251(b)(2)(B) of such Act: Provided 
further, That the Commissioner shall provide 
to the Congress (at the conclusion of the fis-
cal year) a report on the obligation and ex-
penditure of these funds, similar to the re-
ports that were required by section 103(d)(2) 
of Public Law 104–121 for fiscal years 1996 
through 2002. 

In addition, $136,000,000 to be derived from 
administration fees in excess of $5.00 per sup-
plementary payment collected pursuant to 
section 1616(d) of the Social Security Act or 
section 212(b)(3) of Public Law 93–66, which 
shall remain available until expended. To 
the extent that the amounts collected pursu-
ant to such sections in fiscal year 2016 exceed 
$136,000,000, the amounts shall be available in 
fiscal year 2017 only to the extent provided 
in advance in appropriations Acts. 

In addition, up to $1,000,000 to be derived 
from fees collected pursuant to section 303(c) 
of the Social Security Protection Act, which 
shall remain available until expended. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$29,787,000, together with not to exceed 
$75,713,000, to be transferred and expended as 
authorized by section 201(g)(1) of the Social 
Security Act from the Federal Old-Age and 
Survivors Insurance Trust Fund and the Fed-
eral Disability Insurance Trust Fund. 

In addition, an amount not to exceed 3 per-
cent of the total provided in this appropria-
tion may be transferred from the ‘‘Limita-
tion on Administrative Expenses’’, Social 
Security Administration, to be merged with 
this account, to be available for the time and 
purposes for which this account is available: 
Provided, That notice of such transfers shall 
be transmitted promptly to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate at least 15 days in ad-
vance of any transfer. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 501. The Secretaries of Labor, Health 

and Human Services, and Education are au-
thorized to transfer unexpended balances of 
prior appropriations to accounts cor-
responding to current appropriations pro-
vided in this Act. Such transferred balances 
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shall be used for the same purpose, and for 
the same periods of time, for which they 
were originally appropriated. 

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 503. (a) No part of any appropriation 
contained in this Act or transferred pursuant 
to section 4002 of Public Law 111–148 shall be 
used, other than for normal and recognized 
executive-legislative relationships, for pub-
licity or propaganda purposes, for the prepa-
ration, distribution, or use of any kit, pam-
phlet, booklet, publication, electronic com-
munication, radio, television, or video pres-
entation designed to support or defeat the 
enactment of legislation before the Congress 
or any State or local legislature or legisla-
tive body, except in presentation to the Con-
gress or any State or local legislature itself, 
or designed to support or defeat any pro-
posed or pending regulation, administrative 
action, or order issued by the executive 
branch of any State or local government, ex-
cept in presentation to the executive branch 
of any State or local government itself. 

(b) No part of any appropriation contained 
in this Act or transferred pursuant to section 
4002 of Public Law 111–148 shall be used to 
pay the salary or expenses of any grant or 
contract recipient, or agent acting for such 
recipient, related to any activity designed to 
influence the enactment of legislation, ap-
propriations, regulation, administrative ac-
tion, or Executive order proposed or pending 
before the Congress or any State govern-
ment, State legislature or local legislature 
or legislative body, other than for normal 
and recognized executive-legislative rela-
tionships or participation by an agency or 
officer of a State, local or tribal government 
in policymaking and administrative proc-
esses within the executive branch of that 
government. 

(c) The prohibitions in subsections (a) and 
(b) shall include any activity to advocate or 
promote any proposed, pending or future 
Federal, State or local tax increase, or any 
proposed, pending, or future requirement or 
restriction on any legal consumer product, 
including its sale or marketing, including 
but not limited to the advocacy or pro-
motion of gun control. 

SEC. 504. The Secretaries of Labor and Edu-
cation are authorized to make available not 
to exceed $28,000 and $20,000, respectively, 
from funds available for salaries and ex-
penses under titles I and III, respectively, for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses; the Director of the Federal Medi-
ation and Conciliation Service is authorized 
to make available for official reception and 
representation expenses not to exceed $5,000 
from the funds available for ‘‘Federal Medi-
ation and Conciliation Service, Salaries and 
Expenses’’; and the Chairman of the National 
Mediation Board is authorized to make 
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses not to exceed $5,000 from 
funds available for ‘‘National Mediation 
Board, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

SEC. 505. When issuing statements, press 
releases, requests for proposals, bid solicita-
tions and other documents describing 
projects or programs funded in whole or in 
part with Federal money, all grantees re-
ceiving Federal funds included in this Act, 
including but not limited to State and local 
governments and recipients of Federal re-
search grants, shall clearly state— 

(1) the percentage of the total costs of the 
program or project which will be financed 
with Federal money; 

(2) the dollar amount of Federal funds for 
the project or program; and 

(3) percentage and dollar amount of the 
total costs of the project or program that 

will be financed by non-governmental 
sources. 

SEC. 506. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
in this Act, and none of the funds in any 
trust fund to which funds are appropriated in 
this Act, shall be expended for any abortion. 

(b) None of the funds appropriated in this 
Act, and none of the funds in any trust fund 
to which funds are appropriated in this Act, 
shall be expended for health benefits cov-
erage that includes coverage of abortion. 

(c) The term ‘‘health benefits coverage’’ 
means the package of services covered by a 
managed care provider or organization pur-
suant to a contract or other arrangement. 

SEC. 507. (a) The limitations established in 
the preceding section shall not apply to an 
abortion— 

(1) if the pregnancy is the result of an act 
of rape or incest; or 

(2) in the case where a woman suffers from 
a physical disorder, physical injury, or phys-
ical illness, including a life-endangering 
physical condition caused by or arising from 
the pregnancy itself, that would, as certified 
by a physician, place the woman in danger of 
death unless an abortion is performed. 

(b) Nothing in the preceding section shall 
be construed as prohibiting the expenditure 
by a State, locality, entity, or private person 
of State, local, or private funds (other than 
a State’s or locality’s contribution of Med-
icaid matching funds). 

(c) Nothing in the preceding section shall 
be construed as restricting the ability of any 
managed care provider from offering abor-
tion coverage or the ability of a State or lo-
cality to contract separately with such a 
provider for such coverage with State funds 
(other than a State’s or locality’s contribu-
tion of Medicaid matching funds). 

(d)(1) None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be made available to a Federal 
agency or program, or to a State or local 
government, if such agency, program, or gov-
ernment subjects any institutional or indi-
vidual health care entity to discrimination 
on the basis that the health care entity does 
not provide, pay for, provide coverage of, or 
refer for abortions. 

(2) In this subsection, the term ‘‘health 
care entity’’ includes an individual physician 
or other health care professional, a hospital, 
a provider-sponsored organization, a health 
maintenance organization, a health insur-
ance plan, or any other kind of health care 
facility, organization, or plan. 

SEC. 508. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used for— 

(1) the creation of a human embryo or em-
bryos for research purposes; or 

(2) research in which a human embryo or 
embryos are destroyed, discarded, or know-
ingly subjected to risk of injury or death 
greater than that allowed for research on 
fetuses in utero under 45 CFR 46.204(b) and 
section 498(b) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 289g(b)). 

(b) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘human embryo or embryos’’ includes any 
organism, not protected as a human subject 
under 45 CFR 46 as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, that is derived by fertiliza-
tion, parthenogenesis, cloning, or any other 
means from one or more human gametes or 
human diploid cells. 

SEC. 509. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used for any activity 
that promotes the legalization of any drug or 
other substance included in schedule I of the 
schedules of controlled substances estab-
lished under section 202 of the Controlled 
Substances Act except for normal and recog-
nized executive-congressional communica-
tions. 

(b) The limitation in subsection (a) shall 
not apply when there is significant medical 
evidence of a therapeutic advantage to the 

use of such drug or other substance or that 
federally sponsored clinical trials are being 
conducted to determine therapeutic advan-
tage. 

SEC. 510. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to promulgate or 
adopt any final standard under section 
1173(b) of the Social Security Act providing 
for, or providing for the assignment of, a 
unique health identifier for an individual 
(except in an individual’s capacity as an em-
ployer or a health care provider), until legis-
lation is enacted specifically approving the 
standard. 

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be obligated or expended to 
enter into or renew a contract with an entity 
if— 

(1) such entity is otherwise a contractor 
with the United States and is subject to the 
requirement in 38 U.S.C. 4212(d) regarding 
submission of an annual report to the Sec-
retary of Labor concerning employment of 
certain veterans; and 

(2) such entity has not submitted a report 
as required by that section for the most re-
cent year for which such requirement was 
applicable to such entity. 

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tion Act. 

SEC. 513. None of the funds made available 
by this Act to carry out the Library Services 
and Technology Act may be made available 
to any library covered by paragraph (1) of 
section 224(f) of such Act, as amended by the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act, unless 
such library has made the certifications re-
quired by paragraph (4) of such section. 

SEC. 514. (a) None of the funds provided 
under this Act, or provided under previous 
appropriations Acts to the agencies funded 
by this Act that remain available for obliga-
tion or expenditure in fiscal year 2016, or 
provided from any accounts in the Treasury 
of the United States derived by the collec-
tion of fees available to the agencies funded 
by this Act, shall be available for obligation 
or expenditure through a reprogramming of 
funds that— 

(1) creates new programs; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-

ity; 
(3) increases funds or personnel by any 

means for any project or activity for which 
funds have been denied or restricted; 

(4) relocates an office or employees; 
(5) reorganizes or renames offices; 
(6) reorganizes programs or activities; or 
(7) contracts out or privatizes any func-

tions or activities presently performed by 
Federal employees; 
unless the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
are consulted 15 days in advance of such re-
programming or of an announcement of in-
tent relating to such reprogramming, which-
ever occurs earlier, and are notified in writ-
ing 10 days in advance of such reprogram-
ming. 

(b) None of the funds provided under this 
Act, or provided under previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act 
that remain available for obligation or ex-
penditure in fiscal year 2016, or provided 
from any accounts in the Treasury of the 
United States derived by the collection of 
fees available to the agencies funded by this 
Act, shall be available for obligation or ex-
penditure through a reprogramming of funds 
in excess of $500,000 or 10 percent, whichever 
is less, that— 

(1) augments existing programs, projects 
(including construction projects), or activi-
ties; 
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(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any 

existing program, project, or activity, or 
numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or 

(3) results from any general savings from a 
reduction in personnel which would result in 
a change in existing programs, activities, or 
projects as approved by Congress; 
unless the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
are consulted 15 days in advance of such re-
programming or of an announcement of in-
tent relating to such reprogramming, which-
ever occurs earlier, and are notified in writ-
ing 10 days in advance of such reprogram-
ming. 

SEC. 515. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to request that 
a candidate for appointment to a Federal sci-
entific advisory committee disclose the po-
litical affiliation or voting history of the 
candidate or the position that the candidate 
holds with respect to political issues not di-
rectly related to and necessary for the work 
of the committee involved. 

(b) None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to disseminate infor-
mation that is deliberately false or mis-
leading. 

SEC. 516. Within 45 days of enactment of 
this Act, each department and related agen-
cy funded through this Act shall submit an 
operating plan that details at the program, 
project, and activity level any funding allo-
cations for fiscal year 2016 that are different 
than those specified in this Act, the accom-
panying detailed table in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), or the fiscal year 2016 budget request. 

SEC. 517. The Secretaries of Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education shall 
each prepare and submit to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate a report on the num-
ber and amount of contracts, grants, and co-
operative agreements exceeding $500,000 in 
value and awarded by the Department on a 
non-competitive basis during each quarter of 
fiscal year 2016, but not to include grants 
awarded on a formula basis or directed by 
law. Such report shall include the name of 
the contractor or grantee, the amount of 
funding, the governmental purpose, includ-
ing a justification for issuing the award on a 
non-competitive basis. Such report shall be 
transmitted to the Committees within 30 
days after the end of the quarter for which 
the report is submitted. 

SEC. 518. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act shall be expended or obligated by 
the Commissioner of Social Security, for 
purposes of administering Social Security 
benefit payments under title II of the Social 
Security Act, to process any claim for credit 
for a quarter of coverage based on work per-
formed under a social security account num-
ber that is not the claimant’s number and 
the performance of such work under such 
number has formed the basis for a conviction 
of the claimant of a violation of section 
208(a)(6) or (7) of the Social Security Act. 

SEC. 519. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used by the Commissioner of 
Social Security or the Social Security Ad-
ministration to pay the compensation of em-
ployees of the Social Security Administra-
tion to administer Social Security benefit 
payments, under any agreement between the 
United States and Mexico establishing total-
ization arrangements between the social se-
curity system established by title II of the 
Social Security Act and the social security 
system of Mexico, which would not otherwise 
be payable but for such agreement. 

SEC. 520. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, no funds appropriated in 
this Act shall be used to purchase sterile 

needles or syringes for the hypodermic injec-
tion of any illegal drug: Provided, That such 
limitation does not apply to the use of funds 
for elements of a program other than making 
such purchases if the relevant State or local 
health department, in consultation with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
determines that the State or local jurisdic-
tion, as applicable, is experiencing, or is at 
risk for, a significant increase in hepatitis 
infections or an HIV outbreak due to injec-
tion drug use, and such program is operating 
in accordance with State and local law. 

SEC. 521. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

SEC. 522. None of the funds made available 
under this or any other Act, or any prior Ap-
propriations Act, may be provided to the As-
sociation of Community Organizations for 
Reform Now (ACORN), or any of its affili-
ates, subsidiaries, allied organizations, or 
successors. 

SEC. 523. For purposes of carrying out Ex-
ecutive Order 13589, Office of Management 
and Budget Memorandum M–12–12 dated May 
11, 2012, and requirements contained in the 
annual appropriations bills relating to con-
ference attendance and expenditures: 

(1) the operating divisions of HHS shall be 
considered independent agencies; and 

(2) attendance at and support for scientific 
conferences shall be tabulated separately 
from and not included in agency totals. 

SEC. 524. Federal agencies funded under 
this Act shall clearly state within the text, 
audio, or video used for advertising or edu-
cational purposes, including emails or Inter-
net postings, that the communication is 
printed, published, or produced and dissemi-
nated at U.S. taxpayer expense. The funds 
used by a Federal agency to carry out this 
requirement shall be derived from amounts 
made available to the agency for advertising 
or other communications regarding the pro-
grams and activities of the agency. 

SEC. 525. (a) Federal agencies may use Fed-
eral discretionary funds that are made avail-
able in this Act to carry out up to 10 Per-
formance Partnership Pilots. Such Pilots 
shall— 

(1) be designed to improve outcomes for 
disconnected youth; 

(2) include communities that have recently 
experienced civil unrest; and 

(3) involve Federal programs targeted on 
disconnected youth, or designed to prevent 
youth from disconnecting from school or 
work, that provide education, training, em-
ployment, and other related social services. 
Such Pilots shall be governed by the provi-
sions of section 526 of division H of Public 
Law 113–76, except that in carrying out such 
Pilots section 526 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘FISCAL YEAR 2016’’ for ‘‘FISCAL 
YEAR 2014’’ in the title of subsection (b) and 
by substituting ‘‘September 30, 2020’’ for 
‘‘September 30, 2018’’ each place it appears. 

(b) In addition, Federal agencies may use 
Federal discretionary funds that are made 
available in this Act to participate in Per-
formance Partnership Pilots that are being 
carried out pursuant to the authority pro-
vided by section 526 of division H of Public 
Law 113–76, and section 524 of division G of 
Public Law 113–235: Provided, That new pilots 
that are being carried out with discretionary 
funds made available in division G of Public 
Law 113–235 shall include communities that 
have recently experienced civil unrest. 

SEC. 526. Not later than 30 days after the 
end of each calendar quarter, beginning with 
the first quarter of fiscal year 2013, the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human Serv-
ices and Education and the Social Security 
Administration shall provide the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate a quarterly report 
on the status of balances of appropriations: 
Provided, That for balances that are unobli-
gated and uncommitted, committed, and ob-
ligated but unexpended, the quarterly re-
ports shall separately identify the amounts 
attributable to each source year of appro-
priation (beginning with fiscal year 2012, or, 
to the extent feasible, earlier fiscal years) 
from which balances were derived. 

SEC. 527. Section 2812(d)(2) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–11(d)(2)) 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating the three sentences as 
subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C), respectively, 
and indenting accordingly; 

(2) in subparagraph (A), as so redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘An’’ and inserting ‘‘IN GEN-
ERAL.—An’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (B), as so redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘With’’ and inserting ‘‘APPLICA-
TION TO TRAINING PROGRAMS.—With’’; 

(4) in subparagraph (C), as so redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘In’’ and inserting ‘‘RESPONSI-
BILITY OF LABOR SECRETARY.—In’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(D) COMPUTATION OF PAY.—In the event of 
an injury to such an intermittent disaster 
response appointee, the position of the em-
ployee shall be deemed to be ‘one which 
would have afforded employment for sub-
stantially a whole year’, for purposes of sec-
tion 8114(d)(2) of such title. 

‘‘(E) CONTINUATION OF PAY.—The weekly 
pay of such an employee shall be deemed to 
be the hourly pay in effect on the date of the 
injury multiplied by 40, for purposes of com-
puting benefits under section 8118 of such 
title.’’. 

(RESCISSION) 
SEC. 528. Of the funds made available for 

fiscal year 2016 under section 3403 of Public 
Law 111–148, $15,000,000 are rescinded. 

SEC. 529. Amounts deposited or available in 
the Child Enrollment Contingency Fund 
from appropriations to the Fund under sec-
tion 2104(n)(2)(A)(i) of the Social Security 
Act and the income derived from investment 
of those funds pursuant to 2104(n)(2)(C) of 
that Act, shall not be available for obliga-
tion in this fiscal year. 

(RESCISSION) 
SEC. 530. Of any available amounts appro-

priated under section 108 of Public Law 111– 
3, as amended, $4,678,500,000 are hereby re-
scinded. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services, 
and Education, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION I—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

SENATE 
EXPENSE ALLOWANCES 

For expense allowances of the Vice Presi-
dent, $18,760; the President Pro Tempore of 
the Senate, $37,520; Majority Leader of the 
Senate, $39,920; Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, $39,920; Majority Whip of the Senate, 
$9,980; Minority Whip of the Senate, $9,980; 
Chairmen of the Majority and Minority Con-
ference Committees, $4,690 for each Chair-
man; and Chairmen of the Majority and Mi-
nority Policy Committees, $4,690 for each 
Chairman; in all, $174,840. 
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REPRESENTATION ALLOWANCES FOR THE 

MAJORITY AND MINORITY LEADERS 
For representation allowances of the Ma-

jority and Minority Leaders of the Senate, 
$14,070 for each such Leader; in all, $28,140. 

SALARIES, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
For compensation of officers, employees, 

and others as authorized by law, including 
agency contributions, $179,185,311, which 
shall be paid from this appropriation without 
regard to the following limitations: 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
For the Office of the Vice President, 

$2,417,248. 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
For the Office of the President Pro Tem-

pore, $723,466. 
OFFICES OF THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY 

LEADERS 
For Offices of the Majority and Minority 

Leaders, $5,255,576. 
OFFICES OF THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY WHIPS 

For Offices of the Majority and Minority 
Whips, $3,359,424. 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
For salaries of the Committee on Appro-

priations, $15,142,000. 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 
For the Conference of the Majority and the 

Conference of the Minority, at rates of com-
pensation to be fixed by the Chairman of 
each such committee, $1,658,000 for each such 
committee; in all, $3,316,000. 

OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES OF THE CON-
FERENCE OF THE MAJORITY AND THE CON-
FERENCE OF THE MINORITY 
For Offices of the Secretaries of the Con-

ference of the Majority and the Conference 
of the Minority, $817,402. 

POLICY COMMITTEES 
For salaries of the Majority Policy Com-

mittee and the Minority Policy Committee, 
$1,692,905 for each such committee; in all, 
$3,385,810. 

OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN 
For Office of the Chaplain, $436,886. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
For Office of the Secretary, $24,772,000. 

OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS AND 
DOORKEEPER 

For Office of the Sergeant at Arms and 
Doorkeeper, $69,000,000. 

OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES FOR THE 
MAJORITY AND MINORITY 

For Offices of the Secretary for the Major-
ity and the Secretary for the Minority, 
$1,762,000. 

AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS AND RELATED 
EXPENSES 

For agency contributions for employee 
benefits, as authorized by law, and related 
expenses, $48,797,499. 
OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL OF THE 

SENATE 
For salaries and expenses of the Office of 

the Legislative Counsel of the Senate, 
$5,408,500. 

OFFICE OF SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL 
For salaries and expenses of the Office of 

Senate Legal Counsel, $1,120,000. 
EXPENSE ALLOWANCES OF THE SECRETARY OF 

THE SENATE, SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOOR-
KEEPER OF THE SENATE, AND SECRETARIES 
FOR THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY OF THE 
SENATE 
For expense allowances of the Secretary of 

the Senate, $7,110; Sergeant at Arms and 
Doorkeeper of the Senate, $7,110; Secretary 
for the Majority of the Senate, $7,110; Sec-

retary for the Minority of the Senate, $7,110; 
in all, $28,440. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE 
INQUIRIES AND INVESTIGATIONS 

For expenses of inquiries and investiga-
tions ordered by the Senate, or conducted 
under paragraph 1 of rule XXVI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, section 112 of the 
Supplemental Appropriations and Rescission 
Act, 1980 (Public Law 96–304), and Senate 
Resolution 281, 96th Congress, agreed to 
March 11, 1980, $133,265,000, of which 
$26,650,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

EXPENSES OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE 
CAUCUS ON INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL 

For expenses of the United States Senate 
Caucus on International Narcotics Control, 
$508,000. 

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE 
For expenses of the Office of the Secretary 

of the Senate, $8,750,000 of which $4,350,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2020 and of which $2,500,000 shall remain 
available until expended. 

SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOORKEEPER OF THE 
SENATE 

For expenses of the Office of the Sergeant 
at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate, 
$130,000,000, which shall remain available 
until September 30, 2020. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
For miscellaneous items, $21,390,270 which 

shall remain available until September 30, 
2018. 

SENATORS’ OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE 
EXPENSE ACCOUNT 

For Senators’ Official Personnel and Office 
Expense Account, $390,000,000 of which 
$19,121,212 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

OFFICIAL MAIL COSTS 
For expenses necessary for official mail 

costs of the Senate, $300,000. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

REQUIRING AMOUNTS REMAINING IN SENATORS’ 
OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EXPENSE 
ACCOUNT TO BE USED FOR DEFICIT REDUCTION 
OR TO REDUCE THE FEDERAL DEBT 
SEC. 1. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, any amounts appropriated under 
this Act under the heading ‘‘SENATE’’ under 
the heading ‘‘CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE 
SENATE’’ under the heading ‘‘SENATORS’ OFFI-
CIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EXPENSE AC-
COUNT’’ shall be available for obligation only 
during the fiscal year or fiscal years for 
which such amounts are made available. Any 
unexpended balances under such allowances 
remaining after the end of the period of 
availability shall be returned to the Treas-
ury in accordance with the undesignated 
paragraph under the center heading ‘‘GEN-
ERAL PROVISION’’ under chapter XI of the 
Third Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1957 
(2 U.S.C. 4107) and used for deficit reduction 
(or, if there is no Federal budget deficit after 
all such payments have been made, for re-
ducing the Federal debt, in such manner as 
the Secretary of the Treasury considers ap-
propriate). 

AUTHORITY FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
SEC. 2. Section 1 of the Legislative Branch 

Appropriations Act, 1991 (2 U.S.C. 6153) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c)(1) The Chaplain of the Senate may, 
during any fiscal year, at the election of the 
Chaplain of the Senate, transfer funds from 
the appropriation account for salaries for the 

Office of the Chaplain of the Senate to the 
account, within the contingent fund of the 
Senate, from which expenses are payable for 
the Office of the Chaplain. 

‘‘(2) The Chaplain of the Senate may, dur-
ing any fiscal year, at the election of the 
Chaplain of the Senate, transfer funds from 
the appropriation account for expenses, 
within the contingent fund of the Senate, for 
the Office of the Chaplain to the account 
from which salaries are payable for the Of-
fice of the Chaplain of the Senate.’’; 

(3) in subsection (d), as so redesignated— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or the 

Office of the Chaplain of the Senate, as the 
case may be,’’ after ‘‘such committee’’ each 
place it appears; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or the 
Chaplain of the Senate, as the case may be,’’ 
after ‘‘the Chairman’’; and 

(4) in subsection (e), as so redesignated, by 
inserting ‘‘or the Chaplain of the Senate, as 
the case may be,’’ after ‘‘The Chairman of a 
committee’’. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For salaries and expenses of the House of 
Representatives, $1,180,736,000, as follows: 

HOUSE LEADERSHIP OFFICES 
For salaries and expenses, as authorized by 

law, $22,278,891, including: Office of the 
Speaker, $6,645,417, including $25,000 for offi-
cial expenses of the Speaker; Office of the 
Majority Floor Leader, $2,180,048, including 
$10,000 for official expenses of the Majority 
Leader; Office of the Minority Floor Leader, 
$7,114,471, including $10,000 for official ex-
penses of the Minority Leader; Office of the 
Majority Whip, including the Chief Deputy 
Majority Whip, $1,886,632, including $5,000 for 
official expenses of the Majority Whip; Office 
of the Minority Whip, including the Chief 
Deputy Minority Whip, $1,459,639, including 
$5,000 for official expenses of the Minority 
Whip; Republican Conference, $1,505,426; 
Democratic Caucus, $1,487,258: Provided, That 
such amount for salaries and expenses shall 
remain available from January 3, 2016 until 
January 2, 2017. 

MEMBERS’ REPRESENTATIONAL ALLOWANCES 
INCLUDING MEMBERS’ CLERK HIRE, OFFICIAL 
EXPENSES OF MEMBERS, AND OFFICIAL MAIL 
For Members’ representational allowances, 

including Members’ clerk hire, official ex-
penses, and official mail, $554,317,732. 

COMMITTEE EMPLOYEES 
STANDING COMMITTEES, SPECIAL AND SELECT 
For salaries and expenses of standing com-

mittees, special and select, authorized by 
House resolutions, $123,903,173: Provided, That 
such amount shall remain available for such 
salaries and expenses until December 31, 
2016. 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
For salaries and expenses of the Com-

mittee on Appropriations, $23,271,004, includ-
ing studies and examinations of executive 
agencies and temporary personal services for 
such committee, to be expended in accord-
ance with section 202(b) of the Legislative 
Reorganization Act of 1946 and to be avail-
able for reimbursement to agencies for serv-
ices performed: Provided, That such amount 
shall remain available for such salaries and 
expenses until December 31, 2016. 

SALARIES, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
For compensation and expenses of officers 

and employees, as authorized by law, 
$178,531,768, including: for salaries and ex-
penses of the Office of the Clerk, including 
the positions of the Chaplain and the Histo-
rian, and including not more than $25,000 for 
official representation and reception ex-
penses, of which not more than $20,000 is for 
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the Family Room and not more than $2,000 is 
for the Office of the Chaplain, $24,980,898; for 
salaries and expenses of the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms, including the position of Su-
perintendent of Garages and the Office of 
Emergency Management, and including not 
more than $3,000 for official representation 
and reception expenses, $14,827,120 of which 
$4,784,229 shall remain available until ex-
pended; for salaries and expenses of the Of-
fice of the Chief Administrative Officer in-
cluding not more than $3,000 for official rep-
resentation and reception expenses, 
$117,165,000, of which $1,350,000 shall remain 
available until expended; for salaries and ex-
penses of the Office of the Inspector General, 
$4,741,809; for salaries and expenses of the Of-
fice of General Counsel, $1,413,450; for sala-
ries and expenses of the Office of the Parlia-
mentarian, including the Parliamentarian, 
$2,000 for preparing the Digest of Rules, and 
not more than $1,000 for official representa-
tion and reception expenses, $1,974,606; for 
salaries and expenses of the Office of the Law 
Revision Counsel of the House, $3,119,766; for 
salaries and expenses of the Office of the 
Legislative Counsel of the House, $8,352,975; 
for salaries and expenses of the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, $814,069; for 
other authorized employees, $1,142,075. 

ALLOWANCES AND EXPENSES 
For allowances and expenses as authorized 

by House resolution or law, $278,433,432, in-
cluding: supplies, materials, administrative 
costs and Federal tort claims, $3,625,236; offi-
cial mail for committees, leadership offices, 
and administrative offices of the House, 
$190,486; Government contributions for 
health, retirement, Social Security, and 
other applicable employee benefits, 
$251,629,425, to remain available until March 
31, 2017; Business Continuity and Disaster 
Recovery, $16,217,008 of which $5,000,000 shall 
remain available until expended; transition 
activities for new members and staff, 
$2,084,000, to remain available until ex-
pended; Wounded Warrior Program $2,500,000, 
to remain available until expended; Office of 
Congressional Ethics, $1,467,030; and mis-
cellaneous items including purchase, ex-
change, maintenance, repair and operation of 
House motor vehicles, interparliamentary 
receptions, and gratuities to heirs of de-
ceased employees of the House, $720,247. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
REQUIRING AMOUNTS REMAINING IN MEMBERS’ 

REPRESENTATIONAL ALLOWANCES TO BE USED 
FOR DEFICIT REDUCTION OR TO REDUCE THE 
FEDERAL DEBT 
SEC. 101. (a) Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, any amounts appropriated 
under this Act for ‘‘HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES—SALARIES AND EXPENSES— 
MEMBERS’ REPRESENTATIONAL ALLOWANCES’’ 
shall be available only for fiscal year 2016. 
Any amount remaining after all payments 
are made under such allowances for fiscal 
year 2016 shall be deposited in the Treasury 
and used for deficit reduction (or, if there is 
no Federal budget deficit after all such pay-
ments have been made, for reducing the Fed-
eral debt, in such manner as the Secretary of 
the Treasury considers appropriate). 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Committee on 
House Administration of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall have authority to pre-
scribe regulations to carry out this section. 

(c) DEFINITION.—As used in this section, 
the term ‘‘Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives’’ means a Representative in, or 
a Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, the 
Congress. 

DELIVERY OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
SEC. 102. None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be used to deliver a printed 
copy of a bill, joint resolution, or resolution 

to the office of a Member of the House of 
Representatives (including a Delegate or 
Resident Commissioner to the Congress) un-
less the Member requests a copy. 

DELIVERY OF CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
SEC. 103. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to deliver a printed 
copy of any version of the Congressional 
Record to the office of a Member of the 
House of Representatives (including a Dele-
gate or Resident Commissioner to the Con-
gress). 

LIMITATION ON AMOUNT AVAILABLE TO LEASE 
VEHICLES 

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the House of Representa-
tives to make any payments from any Mem-
bers’ Representational Allowance for the 
leasing of a vehicle, excluding mobile dis-
trict offices, in an aggregate amount that ex-
ceeds $1,000 for the vehicle in any month. 
LIMITATION ON PRINTED COPIES OF U.S. CODE TO 

HOUSE 
SEC. 105. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to provide an aggre-
gate number of more than 50 printed copies 
of any edition of the United States Code to 
all offices of the House of Representatives. 

DELIVERY OF REPORTS OF DISBURSEMENTS 
SEC. 106. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to deliver a printed 
copy of the report of disbursements for the 
operations of the House of Representatives 
under section 106 of the House of Representa-
tives Administrative Reform Technical Cor-
rections Act (2 U.S.C. 5535) to the office of a 
Member of the House of Representatives (in-
cluding a Delegate or Resident Commis-
sioner to the Congress). 

DELIVERY OF DAILY CALENDAR 
SEC. 107. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to deliver to the of-
fice of a Member of the House of Representa-
tives (including a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to the Congress) a printed copy of 
the Daily Calendar of the House of Rep-
resentatives which is prepared by the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. 

DELIVERY OF CONGRESSIONAL PICTORIAL 
DIRECTORY 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to deliver a printed 
copy of the Congressional Pictorial Direc-
tory to the office of a Member of the House 
of Representatives (including a Delegate or 
Resident Commissioner to the Congress). 

JOINT ITEMS 
For Joint Committees, as follows: 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 
For salaries and expenses of the Joint Eco-

nomic Committee, $4,203,000, to be disbursed 
by the Secretary of the Senate. 

JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON 
INAUGURAL CEREMONIES OF 2017 

For salaries and expenses associated with 
conducting the inaugural ceremonies of the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, January 20, 2017, in accordance with 
such program as may be adopted by the joint 
congressional committee authorized to con-
duct the inaugural ceremonies of 2017, 
$1,250,000 to be disbursed by the Secretary of 
the Senate and to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That funds 
made available under this heading shall be 
available for payment, on a direct or reim-
bursable basis, whether incurred on, before, 
or after, October 1, 2016: Provided further, 
That the compensation of any employee of 
the Committee on Rules and Administration 
of the Senate who has been designated to 
perform service with respect to the inau-

gural ceremonies of 2017 shall continue to be 
paid by the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration, but the account from which such 
staff member is paid may be reimbursed for 
the services of the staff member out of funds 
made available under this heading: Provided 
further, That there are authorized to be paid 
from the appropriations account for ‘‘Ex-
penses of Inquiries and Investigations’’ of 
the Senate such sums as may be necessary, 
without fiscal year limitation, for agency 
contributions related to the compensation of 
employees of the joint congressional com-
mittee. 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION 
For salaries and expenses of the Joint 

Committee on Taxation, $10,095,000, to be dis-
bursed by the Chief Administrative Officer of 
the House of Representatives. 

For other joint items, as follows: 
OFFICE OF THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN 

For medical supplies, equipment, and con-
tingent expenses of the emergency rooms, 
and for the Attending Physician and his as-
sistants, including: 

(1) an allowance of $2,175 per month to the 
Attending Physician; 

(2) an allowance of $1,300 per month to the 
Senior Medical Officer; 

(3) an allowance of $725 per month each to 
three medical officers while on duty in the 
Office of the Attending Physician; 

(4) an allowance of $725 per month to 2 as-
sistants and $580 per month each not to ex-
ceed 11 assistants on the basis heretofore 
provided for such assistants; and 

(5) $2,692,000 for reimbursement to the De-
partment of the Navy for expenses incurred 
for staff and equipment assigned to the Of-
fice of the Attending Physician, which shall 
be advanced and credited to the applicable 
appropriation or appropriations from which 
such salaries, allowances, and other expenses 
are payable and shall be available for all the 
purposes thereof, $3,784,000, to be disbursed 
by the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
House of Representatives. 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ACCESSIBILITY 
SERVICES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For salaries and expenses of the Office of 

Congressional Accessibility Services, 
$1,400,000, to be disbursed by the Secretary of 
the Senate. 

CAPITOL POLICE 
SALARIES 

For salaries of employees of the Capitol 
Police, including overtime, hazardous duty 
pay, and Government contributions for 
health, retirement, social security, profes-
sional liability insurance, and other applica-
ble employee benefits, $309,000,000 of which 
overtime shall not exceed $30,928,000 unless 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House and Senate are notified, to be dis-
bursed by the Chief of the Capitol Police or 
his designee. 

GENERAL EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Capitol Po-

lice, including motor vehicles, communica-
tions and other equipment, security equip-
ment and installation, uniforms, weapons, 
supplies, materials, training, medical serv-
ices, forensic services, stenographic services, 
personal and professional services, the em-
ployee assistance program, the awards pro-
gram, postage, communication services, 
travel advances, relocation of instructor and 
liaison personnel for the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center, and not more 
than $5,000 to be expended on the certifi-
cation of the Chief of the Capitol Police in 
connection with official representation and 
reception expenses, $66,000,000, to be dis-
bursed by the Chief of the Capitol Police or 
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his designee: Provided, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the cost 
of basic training for the Capitol Police at the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center 
for fiscal year 2016 shall be paid by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security from funds 
available to the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
DEPOSIT OF REIMBURSEMENTS FOR LAW 

ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE 
SEC. 1001. (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 

2802(a)(1) of the Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2001 (2 U.S.C. 1905(a)(1)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘District of Columbia)’’ and 
inserting the following: ‘‘District of Colum-
bia), and from any other source in the case of 
assistance provided in connection with an 
activity that was not sponsored by Con-
gress’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
2802(a)(2) of such Act (2 U.S.C. 1905(a)(2)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘law enforcement as-
sistance to any Federal, State, or local gov-
ernment agency (including any agency of the 
District of Columbia)’’ and inserting ‘‘any 
law enforcement assistance for which reim-
bursement described in paragraph (1) is 
made’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall only apply with 
respect to any reimbursement received be-
fore, on, or after the date of the enactment 
of the Act. 

OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For salaries and expenses of the Office of 
Compliance, as authorized by section 305 of 
the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995 
(2 U.S.C. 1385), $3,959,000, of which $450,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2017: Provided, That not more than $500 may 
be expended on the certification of the Exec-
utive Director of the Office of Compliance in 
connection with official representation and 
reception expenses. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For salaries and expenses necessary for op-
eration of the Congressional Budget Office, 
including not more than $6,000 to be ex-
pended on the certification of the Director of 
the Congressional Budget Office in connec-
tion with official representation and recep-
tion expenses, $46,500,000. 

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL 
CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS 

For salaries for the Architect of the Cap-
itol, and other personal services, at rates of 
pay provided by law; for all necessary ex-
penses for surveys and studies, construction, 
operation, and general and administrative 
support in connection with facilities and ac-
tivities under the care of the Architect of 
the Capitol including the Botanic Garden; 
electrical substations of the Capitol, Senate 
and House office buildings, and other facili-
ties under the jurisdiction of the Architect 
of the Capitol; including furnishings and of-
fice equipment; including not more than 
$5,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, to be expended as the Archi-
tect of the Capitol may approve; for purchase 
or exchange, maintenance, and operation of 
a passenger motor vehicle, $91,589,000. 

CAPITOL BUILDING 
For all necessary expenses for the mainte-

nance, care and operation of the Capitol, 
$46,737,000, of which $22,737,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2020. 

CAPITOL GROUNDS 
For all necessary expenses for care and im-

provement of grounds surrounding the Cap-
itol, the Senate and House office buildings, 

and the Capitol Power Plant, $11,880,000, of 
which $2,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2020. 

SENATE OFFICE BUILDINGS 
For all necessary expenses for the mainte-

nance, care and operation of Senate office 
buildings; and furniture and furnishings to 
be expended under the control and super-
vision of the Architect of the Capitol, 
$84,221,000, of which $26,283,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2020. 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDINGS 
For all necessary expenses for the mainte-

nance, care and operation of the House office 
buildings, $174,962,000, of which $48,885,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2020, and of which $62,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for the restoration 
and renovation of the Cannon House Office 
Building. 

In addition, for a payment to the House 
Historic Buildings Revitalization Trust 
Fund, $10,000,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

CAPITOL POWER PLANT 
For all necessary expenses for the mainte-

nance, care and operation of the Capitol 
Power Plant; lighting, heating, power (in-
cluding the purchase of electrical energy) 
and water and sewer services for the Capitol, 
Senate and House office buildings, Library of 
Congress buildings, and the grounds about 
the same, Botanic Garden, Senate garage, 
and air conditioning refrigeration not sup-
plied from plants in any of such buildings; 
heating the Government Publishing Office 
and Washington City Post Office, and heat-
ing and chilled water for air conditioning for 
the Supreme Court Building, the Union Sta-
tion complex, the Thurgood Marshall Fed-
eral Judiciary Building and the Folger 
Shakespeare Library, expenses for which 
shall be advanced or reimbursed upon re-
quest of the Architect of the Capitol and 
amounts so received shall be deposited into 
the Treasury to the credit of this appropria-
tion, $94,722,499, of which $17,581,499 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That not more than $9,000,000 of the 
funds credited or to be reimbursed to this ap-
propriation as herein provided shall be avail-
able for obligation during fiscal year 2016. 

LIBRARY BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
For all necessary expenses for the mechan-

ical and structural maintenance, care and 
operation of the Library buildings and 
grounds, $40,689,000, of which $15,746,000 shall 
remain available until September 30, 2020. 

CAPITOL POLICE BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, AND 
SECURITY 

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of buildings, 
grounds and security enhancements of the 
United States Capitol Police, wherever lo-
cated, the Alternate Computer Facility, and 
AOC security operations, $25,434,000, of which 
$7,901,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020. 

BOTANIC GARDEN 
For all necessary expenses for the mainte-

nance, care and operation of the Botanic 
Garden and the nurseries, buildings, grounds, 
and collections; and purchase and exchange, 
maintenance, repair, and operation of a pas-
senger motor vehicle; all under the direction 
of the Joint Committee on the Library, 
$12,113,000, of which $2,100,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2020: Provided, 
That, of the amount made available under 
this heading, the Architect of the Capitol 
may obligate and expend such sums as may 
be necessary for the maintenance, care and 
operation of the National Garden established 
under section 307E of the Legislative Branch 
Appropriations Act, 1989 (2 U.S.C. 2146), upon 

vouchers approved by the Architect of the 
Capitol or a duly authorized designee. 

CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER 
For all necessary expenses for the oper-

ation of the Capitol Visitor Center, 
$20,557,000. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
NO BONUSES FOR CONTRACTORS BEHIND 

SCHEDULE OR OVER BUDGET 
SEC. 1101. None of the funds made available 

in this Act for the Architect of the Capitol 
may be used to make incentive or award pay-
ments to contractors for work on contracts 
or programs for which the contractor is be-
hind schedule or over budget, unless the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, or agency-employed 
designee, determines that any such devi-
ations are due to unforeseeable events, gov-
ernment-driven scope changes, or are not 
significant within the overall scope of the 
project and/or program. 

SCRIMS 
SEC. 1102. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used for scrims con-
taining photographs of building facades dur-
ing restoration or construction projects per-
formed by the Architect of the Capitol. 

ACQUISITION OF PARCEL AT FORT MEADE 
SEC. 1103. (a) ACQUISITION.—The Architect 

of the Capitol is authorized to acquire from 
the Maryland State Highway Administra-
tion, at no cost to the United States, a par-
cel of real property (including improvements 
thereon) consisting of approximately 7.34 
acres located within the portion of Fort 
George G. Meade in Anne Arundel County, 
Maryland, that was transferred to the Archi-
tect of the Capitol by the Secretary of the 
Army pursuant to section 122 of the Military 
Construction Appropriations Act, 1994 (2 
U.S.C. 141 note). 

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The terms and 
conditions applicable under subsections (b) 
and (d) of section 122 of the Military Con-
struction Appropriations Act, 1994 (2 U.S.C. 
141 note) to the property acquired by the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol pursuant to such sec-
tion shall apply to the real property acquired 
by the Architect pursuant to the authority 
of this section. 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For all necessary expenses of the Library 
of Congress not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding development and maintenance of the 
Library’s catalogs; custody and custodial 
care of the Library buildings; special cloth-
ing; cleaning, laundering and repair of uni-
forms; preservation of motion pictures in the 
custody of the Library; operation and main-
tenance of the American Folklife Center in 
the Library; preparation and distribution of 
catalog records and other publications of the 
Library; hire or purchase of one passenger 
motor vehicle; and expenses of the Library of 
Congress Trust Fund Board not properly 
chargeable to the income of any trust fund 
held by the Board, $425,971,000, of which not 
more than $6,000,000 shall be derived from 
collections credited to this appropriation 
during fiscal year 2016, and shall remain 
available until expended, under the Act of 
June 28, 1902 (chapter 1301; 32 Stat. 480; 2 
U.S.C. 150) and not more than $350,000 shall 
be derived from collections during fiscal year 
2016 and shall remain available until ex-
pended for the development and maintenance 
of an international legal information data-
base and activities related thereto: Provided, 
That the Library of Congress may not obli-
gate or expend any funds derived from col-
lections under the Act of June 28, 1902, in ex-
cess of the amount authorized for obligation 
or expenditure in appropriations Acts: Pro-
vided further, That the total amount avail-
able for obligation shall be reduced by the 
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amount by which collections are less than 
$6,350,000: Provided further, That, of the total 
amount appropriated, not more than $12,000 
may be expended, on the certification of the 
Librarian of Congress, in connection with of-
ficial representation and reception expenses 
for the Overseas Field Offices: Provided fur-
ther, That of the total amount appropriated, 
$8,231,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the digital collections and edu-
cational curricula program: Provided further, 
That, of the total amount appropriated, 
$1,300,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for upgrade of the Legislative Branch 
Financial Management System. 

COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For all necessary expenses of the Copy-
right Office, $58,875,000, of which not more 
than $30,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be derived from collections 
credited to this appropriation during fiscal 
year 2016 under section 708(d) of title 17, 
United States Code: Provided, That the Copy-
right Office may not obligate or expend any 
funds derived from collections under such 
section, in excess of the amount authorized 
for obligation or expenditure in appropria-
tions Acts: Provided further, That not more 
than $5,777,000 shall be derived from collec-
tions during fiscal year 2016 under sections 
111(d)(2), 119(b)(3), 803(e), 1005, and 1316 of 
such title: Provided further, That the total 
amount available for obligation shall be re-
duced by the amount by which collections 
are less than $35,777,000: Provided further, 
That not more than $100,000 of the amount 
appropriated is available for the mainte-
nance of an ‘‘International Copyright Insti-
tute’’ in the Copyright Office of the Library 
of Congress for the purpose of training na-
tionals of developing countries in intellec-
tual property laws and policies: Provided fur-
ther, That not more than $6,500 may be ex-
pended, on the certification of the Librarian 
of Congress, in connection with official rep-
resentation and reception expenses for ac-
tivities of the International Copyright Insti-
tute and for copyright delegations, visitors, 
and seminars: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any provision of chapter 8 of 
title 17, United States Code, any amounts 
made available under this heading which are 
attributable to royalty fees and payments 
received by the Copyright Office pursuant to 
sections 111, 119, and chapter 10 of such title 
may be used for the costs incurred in the ad-
ministration of the Copyright Royalty 
Judges program, with the exception of the 
costs of salaries and benefits for the Copy-
right Royalty Judges and staff under section 
802(e). 

CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For all necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of section 203 of the Legislative 
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 166) and 
to revise and extend the Annotated Constitu-
tion of the United States of America, 
$106,945,000: Provided, That no part of such 
amount may be used to pay any salary or ex-
pense in connection with any publication, or 
preparation of material therefor (except the 
Digest of Public General Bills), to be issued 
by the Library of Congress unless such publi-
cation has obtained prior approval of either 
the Committee on House Administration of 
the House of Representatives or the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the 
Senate. 

BOOKS FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For all necessary expenses to carry out the 
Act of March 3, 1931 (chapter 400; 46 Stat. 

1487; 2 U.S.C. 135a), $50,248,000: Provided, That 
of the total amount appropriated, $650,000 
shall be available to contract to provide 
newspapers to blind and physically handi-
capped residents at no cost to the individual. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

REIMBURSABLE AND REVOLVING FUND 
ACTIVITIES 

SEC. 1201. (a) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year 
2016, the obligational authority of the Li-
brary of Congress for the activities described 
in subsection (b) may not exceed $186,015,000. 

(b) ACTIVITIES.—The activities referred to 
in subsection (a) are reimbursable and re-
volving fund activities that are funded from 
sources other than appropriations to the Li-
brary in appropriations Acts for the legisla-
tive branch. 

LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS EMERITUS 

SEC. 1202. (a) DESIGNATION OF JAMES 
BILLINGTON AS LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS 
EMERITUS.—As an honorary designation, 
James H. Billington, upon leaving service as 
the Librarian of Congress, may be known as 
the Librarian of Congress Emeritus. 

(b) NO APPOINTMENT TO GOVERNMENT SERV-
ICE; AVAILABILITY OF INCIDENTAL SUPPORT.— 
The honorary designation under this section 
does not constitute an appointment to a po-
sition in the Federal Government under title 
5, United States Code. Notwithstanding the 
previous sentence, in connection with his ac-
tivities as Librarian of Congress Emeritus, 
James H. Billington may receive incidental 
administrative and clerical support through 
the Library of Congress. 

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE 

CONGRESSIONAL PUBLISHING 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For authorized publishing of congressional 
information and the distribution of congres-
sional information in any format; expenses 
necessary for preparing the semimonthly and 
session index to the Congressional Record, as 
authorized by law (section 902 of title 44, 
United States Code); publishing of Govern-
ment publications authorized by law to be 
distributed to Members of Congress; and pub-
lishing, and distribution of Government pub-
lications authorized by law to be distributed 
without charge to the recipient, $79,736,000: 
Provided, That this appropriation shall not 
be available for paper copies of the perma-
nent edition of the Congressional Record for 
individual Representatives, Resident Com-
missioners or Delegates authorized under 
section 906 of title 44, United States Code: 
Provided further, That this appropriation 
shall be available for the payment of obliga-
tions incurred under the appropriations for 
similar purposes for preceding fiscal years: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding the 2- 
year limitation under section 718 of title 44, 
United States Code, none of the funds appro-
priated or made available under this Act or 
any other Act for printing and binding and 
related services provided to Congress under 
chapter 7 of title 44, United States Code, may 
be expended to print a document, report, or 
publication after the 27-month period begin-
ning on the date that such document, report, 
or publication is authorized by Congress to 
be printed, unless Congress reauthorizes such 
printing in accordance with section 718 of 
title 44, United States Code: Provided further, 
That any unobligated or unexpended bal-
ances in this account or accounts for similar 
purposes for preceding fiscal years may be 
transferred to the Government Publishing 
Office Business Operations Revolving Fund 
for carrying out the purposes of this heading, 
subject to the approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and Senate: Provided further, That not-
withstanding sections 901, 902, and 906 of title 

44, United States Code, this appropriation 
may be used to prepare indexes to the Con-
gressional Record on only a monthly and ses-
sion basis. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAMS OF THE 
SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses of the public information pro-
grams of the Office of Superintendent of 
Documents necessary to provide for the cata-
loging and indexing of Government publica-
tions and their distribution to the public, 
Members of Congress, other Government 
agencies, and designated depository and 
international exchange libraries as author-
ized by law, $30,500,000: Provided, That 
amounts of not more than $2,000,000 from 
current year appropriations are authorized 
for producing and disseminating Congres-
sional serial sets and other related publica-
tions for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 to deposi-
tory and other designated libraries: Provided 
further, That any unobligated or unexpended 
balances in this account or accounts for 
similar purposes for preceding fiscal years 
may be transferred to the Government Pub-
lishing Office Business Operations Revolving 
Fund for carrying out the purposes of this 
heading, subject to the approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and Senate. 

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE BUSINESS 
OPERATIONS REVOLVING FUND 

For payment to the Government Pub-
lishing Office Business Operations Revolving 
Fund, $6,832,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for information technology develop-
ment and facilities repair: Provided, That the 
Government Publishing Office is hereby au-
thorized to make such expenditures, within 
the limits of funds available and in accord-
ance with law, and to make such contracts 
and commitments without regard to fiscal 
year limitations as provided by section 9104 
of title 31, United States Code, as may be 
necessary in carrying out the programs and 
purposes set forth in the budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year for the Government Pub-
lishing Office Business Operations Revolving 
Fund: Provided further, That not more than 
$7,500 may be expended on the certification 
of the Director of the Government Pub-
lishing Office in connection with official rep-
resentation and reception expenses: Provided 
further, That the business operations revolv-
ing fund shall be available for the hire or 
purchase of not more than 12 passenger 
motor vehicles: Provided further, That ex-
penditures in connection with travel ex-
penses of the advisory councils to the Direc-
tor of the Government Publishing Office 
shall be deemed necessary to carry out the 
provisions of title 44, United States Code: 
Provided further, That the business oper-
ations revolving fund shall be available for 
temporary or intermittent services under 
section 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code, 
but at rates for individuals not more than 
the daily equivalent of the annual rate of 
basic pay for level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5316 of such title: Provided 
further, That activities financed through the 
business operations revolving fund may pro-
vide information in any format: Provided fur-
ther, That the business operations revolving 
fund and the funds provided under the head-
ing ‘‘Public Information Programs of the Su-
perintendent of Documents’’ may not be used 
for contracted security services at GPO’s 
passport facility in the District of Columbia. 

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Government 
Accountability Office, including not more 
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than $12,500 to be expended on the certifi-
cation of the Comptroller General of the 
United States in connection with official 
representation and reception expenses; tem-
porary or intermittent services under sec-
tion 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code, 
but at rates for individuals not more than 
the daily equivalent of the annual rate of 
basic pay for level IV of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5315 of such title; 
hire of one passenger motor vehicle; advance 
payments in foreign countries in accordance 
with section 3324 of title 31, United States 
Code; benefits comparable to those payable 
under sections 901(5), (6), and (8) of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081(5), (6), 
and (8)); and under regulations prescribed by 
the Comptroller General of the United 
States, rental of living quarters in foreign 
countries, $531,000,000: Provided, That, in ad-
dition, $25,450,000 of payments received under 
sections 782, 791, 3521, and 9105 of title 31, 
United States Code, shall be available with-
out fiscal year limitation: Provided further, 
That this appropriation and appropriations 
for administrative expenses of any other de-
partment or agency which is a member of 
the National Intergovernmental Audit 
Forum or a Regional Intergovernmental 
Audit Forum shall be available to finance an 
appropriate share of either Forum’s costs as 
determined by the respective Forum, includ-
ing necessary travel expenses of non-Federal 
participants: Provided further, That pay-
ments hereunder to the Forum may be cred-
ited as reimbursements to any appropriation 
from which costs involved are initially fi-
nanced. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DETAILS 

SEC. 1301. (a) PERMITTING DETAILS FROM 
OTHER FEDERAL OFFICES.—Section 731 of 
title 31, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(k) FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DETAILS.—The 
activities of the Government Accountability 
Office may, in the reasonable discretion of 
the Comptroller General, be carried out by 
receiving details of personnel from other of-
fices of the Federal Government on a reim-
bursable, partially-reimbursable, or nonre-
imbursable basis.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to fiscal year 2016 and each succeeding 
fiscal year. 

OPEN WORLD LEADERSHIP CENTER 
TRUST FUND 

For a payment to the Open World Leader-
ship Center Trust Fund for financing activi-
ties of the Open World Leadership Center 
under section 313 of the Legislative Branch 
Appropriations Act, 2001 (2 U.S.C. 1151), 
$5,600,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able to support Russian participants shall 
only be used for those engaging in free mar-
ket development, humanitarian activities, 
and civic engagement, and shall not be used 
for officials of the central government of 
Russia. 

JOHN C. STENNIS CENTER FOR PUBLIC 
SERVICE TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 

For payment to the John C. Stennis Center 
for Public Service Development Trust Fund 
established under section 116 of the John C. 
Stennis Center for Public Service Training 
and Development Act (2 U.S.C. 1105), $430,000. 

TITLE II 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

MAINTENANCE AND CARE OF PRIVATE VEHICLES 
SEC. 201. No part of the funds appropriated 

in this Act shall be used for the maintenance 
or care of private vehicles, except for emer-
gency assistance and cleaning as may be pro-

vided under regulations relating to parking 
facilities for the House of Representatives 
issued by the Committee on House Adminis-
tration and for the Senate issued by the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

FISCAL YEAR LIMITATION 
SEC. 202. No part of the funds appropriated 

in this Act shall remain available for obliga-
tion beyond fiscal year 2016 unless expressly 
so provided in this Act. 

RATES OF COMPENSATION AND DESIGNATION 
SEC. 203. Whenever in this Act any office or 

position not specifically established by the 
Legislative Pay Act of 1929 (46 Stat. 32 et 
seq.) is appropriated for or the rate of com-
pensation or designation of any office or po-
sition appropriated for is different from that 
specifically established by such Act, the rate 
of compensation and the designation in this 
Act shall be the permanent law with respect 
thereto: Provided, That the provisions in this 
Act for the various items of official expenses 
of Members, officers, and committees of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, and 
clerk hire for Senators and Members of the 
House of Representatives shall be the perma-
nent law with respect thereto. 

CONSULTING SERVICES 
SEC. 204. The expenditure of any appropria-

tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract, under 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
shall be limited to those contracts where 
such expenditures are a matter of public 
record and available for public inspection, 
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order 
issued under existing law. 

COSTS OF LBFMC 
SEC. 205. Amounts available for adminis-

trative expenses of any legislative branch 
entity which participates in the Legislative 
Branch Financial Managers Council 
(LBFMC) established by charter on March 26, 
1996, shall be available to finance an appro-
priate share of LBFMC costs as determined 
by the LBFMC, except that the total LBFMC 
costs to be shared among all participating 
legislative branch entities (in such alloca-
tions among the entities as the entities may 
determine) may not exceed $2,000. 

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
SEC. 206. For fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal 

year thereafter, the Architect of the Capitol, 
in consultation with the District of Colum-
bia, is authorized to maintain and improve 
the landscape features, excluding streets, in 
Square 580 up to the beginning of I–395. 

LIMITATION ON TRANSFERS 
SEC. 207. None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tion Act. 

GUIDED TOURS OF THE CAPITOL 
SEC. 208. (a) Except as provided in sub-

section (b), none of the funds made available 
to the Architect of the Capitol in this Act 
may be used to eliminate or restrict guided 
tours of the United States Capitol which are 
led by employees and interns of offices of 
Members of Congress and other offices of the 
House of Representatives and Senate. 

(b) At the direction of the Capitol Police 
Board, or at the direction of the Architect of 
the Capitol with the approval of the Capitol 
Police Board, guided tours of the United 
States Capitol which are led by employees 
and interns described in subsection (a) may 
be suspended temporarily or otherwise sub-
ject to restriction for security or related rea-
sons to the same extent as guided tours of 

the United States Capitol which are led by 
the Architect of the Capitol. 
BATTERY RECHARGING STATIONS FOR PRI-

VATELY OWNED VEHICLES IN PARKING AREAS 
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE LIBRARIAN 
OF CONGRESS AT NO NET COST TO THE FED-
ERAL GOVERNMENT 
SEC. 209. (a) DEFINITION.—In this section, 

the term ‘‘covered employee’’ means— 
(1) an employee of the Library of Congress; 

or 
(2) any other individual who is authorized 

to park in any parking area under the juris-
diction of the Library of Congress on the Li-
brary of Congress buildings and grounds. 

(b) AUTHORITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3), 

funds appropriated to the Architect of the 
Capitol under the heading ‘‘Capitol Power 
Plant’’ under the heading ‘‘ARCHITECT OF 
THE CAPITOL’’ in any fiscal year are avail-
able to construct, operate, and maintain on 
a reimbursable basis battery recharging sta-
tions in parking areas under the jurisdiction 
of the Library of Congress on Library of Con-
gress buildings and grounds for use by pri-
vately owned vehicles used by covered em-
ployees. 

(2) VENDORS AUTHORIZED.—In carrying out 
paragraph (1), the Architect of the Capitol 
may use one or more vendors on a commis-
sion basis. 

(3) APPROVAL OF CONSTRUCTION.—The Ar-
chitect of the Capitol may construct or di-
rect the construction of battery recharging 
stations described under paragraph (1) 
after— 

(A) submission of written notice detailing 
the numbers and locations of the battery re-
charging stations to the Joint Committee on 
the Library; and 

(B) approval by that Committee. 
(c) FEES AND CHARGES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Architect of the Capitol shall charge fees 
or charges for electricity provided to covered 
employees sufficient to cover the costs to 
the Architect of the Capitol to carry out this 
section, including costs to any vendors or 
other costs associated with maintaining the 
battery charging stations. 

(2) APPROVAL OF FEES OR CHARGES.—The 
Architect of the Capitol may establish and 
adjust fees or charges under paragraph (1) 
after— 

(A) submission of written notice detailing 
the amount of the fee or charge to be estab-
lished or adjusted to the Joint Committee on 
the Library; and 

(B) approval by that Committee. 
(d) DEPOSIT AND AVAILABILITY OF FEES, 

CHARGES, AND COMMISSIONS.—Any fees, 
charges, or commissions collected by the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol under this section 
shall be— 

(1) deposited in the Treasury to the credit 
of the appropriations account described 
under subsection (b); and 

(2) available for obligation without further 
appropriation during the fiscal year col-
lected. 

(e) REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the end of each fiscal year, the Archi-
tect of the Capitol shall submit a report on 
the financial administration and cost recov-
ery of activities under this section with re-
spect to that fiscal year to the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library and the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and Senate. 

(2) AVOIDING SUBSIDY.— 
(A) DETERMINATION.—Not later than 3 

years after the date of enactment of this Act 
and every 3 years thereafter, the Architect of 
the Capitol shall submit a report to the 
Joint Committee on the Library determining 
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whether covered employees using battery 
charging stations as authorized by this sec-
tion are receiving a subsidy from the tax-
payers. 

(B) MODIFICATION OF RATES AND FEES.—If a 
determination is made under subparagraph 
(A) that a subsidy is being received, the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol shall submit a plan to 
the Joint Committee on the Library on how 
to update the program to ensure no subsidy 
is being received. If the Joint Committee 
does not act on the plan within 60 days, the 
Architect of the Capitol shall take appro-
priate steps to increase rates or fees to en-
sure reimbursement for the cost of the pro-
gram consistent with an appropriate sched-
ule for amortization, to be charged to those 
using the charging stations. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply with respect to fiscal year 2016 and 
each fiscal year thereafter. 
SELF-CERTIFICATION OF PERFORMANCE AP-

PRAISAL SYSTEMS FOR SENIOR-LEVEL EM-
PLOYEES 
SEC. 210. (a) SELF-CERTIFICATION BY LIBRAR-

IAN OF CONGRESS, ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL, 
AND DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING 
OFFICE.—Section 5307(d) of title 5, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘this 
title or section 332(f), 603, or 604 of title 28’’ 
and inserting ‘‘this title, section 332(f), 603, 
or 604 of title 28, or section 108 of the Legis-
lative Branch Appropriations Act, 1991 (2 
U.S.C. 1849)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(5)(A) Notwithstanding any provision of 
paragraph (3), any regulations, certifi-
cations, or other measures necessary to 
carry out this subsection— 

‘‘(i) with respect to employees of the Li-
brary of Congress shall be the responsibility 
of the Librarian of Congress; 

‘‘(ii) with respect to employees of the Of-
fice of the Architect of the Capitol shall be 
the responsibility of the Architect of the 
Capitol; and 

‘‘(iii) with respect to employees of the Gov-
ernment Publishing Office shall be the re-
sponsibility of the Director of the Govern-
ment Publishing Office. 

‘‘(B) The regulations under this paragraph 
shall be consistent with those promulgated 
under paragraph (3).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Legisla-
tive Branch Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION J—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION 
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and 
other personal services necessary for the 
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in 
Chief, $663,245,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of this 
amount, not to exceed $109,245,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation 
support, as authorized by law, unless the 
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the 
determination and the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE 
CORPS 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, naval installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Navy and Marine 
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $1,669,239,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of 
this amount, not to exceed $91,649,000 shall 
be available for study, planning, design, and 
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy 
determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
none of the funds made available under this 
heading may be obligated for the Townsend 
Bombing Range Expansion, Phase 2, until 
the Secretary of the Navy enters into an 
agreement with local stakeholders that ad-
dresses the disposition and management of 
the timber and forest resources in the pro-
posed areas of expansion. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as 
currently authorized by law, $1,389,185,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2020: 
Provided, That of this amount, not to exceed 
$89,164,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the 
Secretary of the Air Force determines that 
additional obligations are necessary for such 
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the determination and the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, installations, facilities, and 
real property for activities and agencies of 
the Department of Defense (other than the 
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $2,242,867,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020: Provided, That 
such amounts of this appropriation as may 
be determined by the Secretary of Defense 
may be transferred to such appropriations of 
the Department of Defense available for 
military construction or family housing as 
the Secretary may designate, to be merged 
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the 
appropriation or fund to which transferred: 
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated, not to exceed $175,404,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized 
by law, unless the Secretary of Defense de-
termines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
of the funds made available by this title to 
construct fiscal year 2016 Special Operations 
Command military construction projects, 
not to exceed 75 percent shall be available 
until the Commander of the Special Oper-
ations Command has complied with the cer-
tification and reporting requirements in the 
last proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Defense—Military Construction, Defense- 
Wide’’ in title I of H.R. 2029, as passed by the 
House of Representatives on April 30, 2015. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Army National Guard, and contributions 
therefor, as authorized by chapter 1803 of 
title 10, United States Code, and Military 
Construction Authorization Acts, 
$197,237,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That, of the 
amount appropriated, not to exceed 
$20,337,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the Di-
rector of the Army National Guard deter-
mines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL 
GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, 
United States Code, and Military Construc-
tion Authorization Acts, $138,738,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount appropriated, not 
to exceed $5,104,000 shall be available for 
study, planning, design, and architect and 
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Director of the Air National Guard 
determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Army Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803 
of title 10, United States Code, and Military 
Construction Authorization Acts, 
$113,595,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That, of the 
amount appropriated, not to exceed $9,318,000 
shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as au-
thorized by law, unless the Chief of the Army 
Reserve determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and no-
tifies the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress of the determina-
tion and the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine 
Corps as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 
10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $36,078,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2020: 
Provided, That, of the amount appropriated, 
not to exceed $2,208,000 shall be available for 
study, planning, design, and architect and 
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of the Navy determines 
that additional obligations are necessary for 
such purposes and notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Air Force Reserve as authorized by chapter 
1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts, 
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$65,021,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That, of the 
amount appropriated, not to exceed 
$13,400,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the 
Chief of the Air Force Reserve determines 
that additional obligations are necessary for 
such purposes and notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

For the United States share of the cost of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities 
and installations (including international 
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and 
Military Construction Authorization Acts, 
$135,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 
For expenses of family housing for the 

Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by 
law, $108,695,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

For expenses of family housing for the 
Army for operation and maintenance, includ-
ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law, 
$375,611,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the 
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition, 
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $16,541,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the 
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and 
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $353,036,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 
For expenses of family housing for the Air 

Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by 
law, $160,498,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

For expenses of family housing for the Air 
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and 
insurance premiums, as authorized by law, 
$331,232,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of 
Defense (other than the military depart-
ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized 
by law, $58,668,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE 
ACCOUNT 

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account, established by 

section 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 
note), $266,334,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 101. None of the funds made available 

in this title shall be expended for payments 
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for 
construction, where cost estimates exceed 
$25,000, to be performed within the United 
States, except Alaska, without the specific 
approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor. 

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title 
for construction shall be available for hire of 
passenger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title 
for construction may be used for advances to 
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by 
section 210 of title 23, United States Code, 
when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense 
by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to begin construc-
tion of new bases in the United States for 
which specific appropriations have not been 
made. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available 
in this title shall be used for purchase of 
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army 
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command, except: (1) where 
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the 
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated 
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise 
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be 
in the public interest. 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available 
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land; 
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install 
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available 
in annual Acts making appropriations for 
military construction. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available 
in this title for minor construction may be 
used to transfer or relocate any activity 
from one base or installation to another, 
without prior notification to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used for the procurement 
of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such 
steel procurement. 

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the 
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real 
property taxes in any foreign nation. 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be obligated for architect 
and engineer contracts estimated by the 
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to 
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country, 
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, 
unless such contracts are awarded to United 
States firms or United States firms in joint 
venture with host nation firms. 

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available 
in this title for military construction in the 
United States territories and possessions in 

the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in 
countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, may 
be used to award any contract estimated by 
the Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a for-
eign contractor: Provided, That this section 
shall not be applicable to contract awards 
for which the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bid of a United States contractor ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and responsible 
bid of a foreign contractor by greater than 20 
percent: Provided further, That this section 
shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for 
which the lowest responsive and responsible 
bid is submitted by a Marshallese con-
tractor. 

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both 
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of 
any proposed military exercise involving 
United States personnel 30 days prior to its 
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000. 

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior 
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department 
by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress. 

SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed 
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may 
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and 
design on those projects and on subsequent 
claims, if any. 

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a 
military department or defense agency for 
the construction of military projects may be 
obligated for a military construction project 
or contract, or for any portion of such a 
project or contract, at any time before the 
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal 
year for which funds for such project were 
made available, if the funds obligated for 
such project: (1) are obligated from funds 
available for military construction projects; 
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by 
which the cost of such project is increased 
pursuant to law. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-

tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in 
an electronic medium pursuant to sections 
480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts 
as may be determined by the Secretary of 
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated 
for construction in ‘‘Family Housing’’ ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same 
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of 
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing 
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘‘Military Construc-
tion’’ accounts, to be merged with and to be 
available for the same purposes and for the 
same period of time as amounts appropriated 
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall 
be available to cover the costs, as defined in 
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense 
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV 
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code, 
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring 
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and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting 
facilities. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer 

authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the 
Department of Defense Base Closure Account 
to the fund established by section 1013(d) of 
the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan 
Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to 
pay for expenses associated with the Home-
owners Assistance Program incurred under 
42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts trans-
ferred shall be merged with and be available 
for the same purposes and for the same time 
period as the fund to which transferred. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title 
for operation and maintenance of family 
housing shall be the exclusive source of 
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag 
officer quarters: Provided, That not more 
than $35,000 per unit may be spent annually 
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days 
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-
ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United 
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except 
that an after-the-fact notification shall be 
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission: Provided further, That the 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is 
to report annually to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress all 
operation and maintenance expenditures for 
each individual general or flag officer quar-
ters for the prior fiscal year. 

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford 
Island Improvement Account established by 
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10, 
United States Code, are appropriated and 
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such 
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-

propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for 
obligation, upon a determination that such 
appropriations will not be necessary for the 
liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations 
for obligations incurred during the period of 
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
gated balances of such appropriations may 
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, 
Defense’’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the 
same purposes as the appropriation to which 
transferred. 

SEC. 122. (a) Except as provided in sub-
section (b), none of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Secretary of 
the Army to relocate a unit in the Army 
that— 

(1) performs a testing mission or function 
that is not performed by any other unit in 
the Army and is specifically stipulated in 
title 10, United States Code; and 

(2) is located at a military installation at 
which the total number of civilian employ-
ees of the Department of the Army and 
Army contractor personnel employed ex-
ceeds 10 percent of the total number of mem-
bers of the regular and reserve components 
of the Army assigned to the installation. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply if the Secretary of the Army certifies 
to the congressional defense committees 
that in proposing the relocation of the unit 
of the Army, the Secretary complied with 
Army Regulation 5–10 relating to the policy, 
procedures, and responsibilities for Army 
stationing actions. 

SEC. 123. Amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available in an account funded 
under the headings in this title may be 
transferred among projects and activities 
within the account in accordance with the 
reprogramming guidelines for military con-
struction and family housing construction 
contained in Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation 7000.14–R, Vol-
ume 3, Chapter 7, of February 2009, as in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 124. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be obligated or expended for 
planning and design and construction of 
projects at Arlington National Cemetery. 

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 125. Of the unobligated balances avail-

able for ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ and 
‘‘Family Housing Construction, Army’’, from 
prior appropriation Acts (other than appro-
priations designated by law as being for con-
tingency operations directly related to the 
global war on terrorism or as an emergency 
requirement), $86,420,000 are hereby re-
scinded. 

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 126. Of the unobligated balances avail-

able for ‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 
from prior appropriation Acts (other than 
appropriations designated by law as being for 
contingency operations directly related to 
the global war on terrorism or as an emer-
gency requirement), $46,400,000 are hereby re-
scinded. 

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 127. Of the unobligated balances avail-

able for ‘‘Military Construction, Defense- 
Wide’’, from prior appropriation Acts (other 
than appropriations designated by law as 
being for contingency operations directly re-
lated to the global war on terrorism or as an 
emergency requirement), $134,000,000 are 
hereby rescinded. 

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $34,500,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2020: 
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction projects 
identified in the Department of the Army’s 
Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal Year 2016 
submitted to Congress: Provided further, That 
such funding is for projects as authorized in 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2016: Provided further, That, not 
later than 30 days after enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of the Army shall submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 129. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 
Corps’’, $34,500,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020: Provided, That such funds 
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects identified in the Department of 
the Navy’s Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal 
Year 2016: Provided further, That such fund-
ing is for projects as authorized in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2016: Provided further, That, not later 
than 30 days after enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 130. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Army National 
Guard’’, $51,300,000, to remain available until 

September 30, 2020: Provided, That such funds 
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects identified in the Department of 
the Army’s Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal 
Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Provided 
further, That such funding is for projects as 
authorized in the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2016: Provided fur-
ther, That, not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Army 
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress an ex-
penditure plan for funds provided under this 
section. 

SEC. 131. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Army Reserve’’, 
$34,200,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That such funds 
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects identified in the Department of 
the Army’s Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal 
Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Provided 
further, That such funding is for projects as 
authorized in the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2016: Provided fur-
ther, That, not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Army 
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress an ex-
penditure plan for funds provided under this 
section. 

SEC. 132. Notwithstanding section 124, for 
an additional amount for ‘‘Military Con-
struction, Army’’ in this title, $30,000,000 is 
provided for advances to the Federal High-
way Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, for construction of access roads as 
authorized by section 210 of title 23, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 133. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 
$21,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That such funds 
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects identified in the Department of 
the Air Force’s Unfunded Priority List for 
Fiscal Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Pro-
vided further, That such funding is for 
projects as authorized in the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016: 
Provided further, That not later than 30 days 
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the Air Force shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section. 

SEC. 134. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air National 
Guard’’, $6,100,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020: Provided, That such funds 
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects identified in the Department of 
the Air Force’s Unfunded Priority List for 
Fiscal Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Pro-
vided further, That such funding is for 
projects as authorized in the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016: 
Provided further, That not later than 30 days 
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the Air Force shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section. 

SEC. 135. For the purposes of this Act, the 
term ‘‘congressional defense committees’’ 
means the Committees on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
the Subcommittee on Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives. 

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 136. Of the unobligated balances made 

available in prior appropriation Acts for the 
fund established in section 1013(d) of the 
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Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan De-
velopment Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) (other 
than appropriations designated by law as 
being for contingency operations directly re-
lated to the global war on terrorism or as an 
emergency requirement), $105,000,000 are 
hereby rescinded. 

SEC. 137. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force Reserve’’, 
$10,400,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That such funds 
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects identified in the Department of 
the Air Force’s Unfunded Priority List for 
Fiscal Year 2016 submitted to Congress: Pro-
vided further, That such funding is for 
projects as authorized in the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016: 
Provided further, That not later than 30 days 
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the Air Force shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section. 

SEC. 138. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be used to consolidate or relo-
cate any element of a United States Air 
Force Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy 
Operational Repair Squadron Engineer (RED 
HORSE) outside of the United States until 
the Secretary of the Air Force (1) completes 
an analysis and comparison of the cost and 
infrastructure investment required to con-
solidate or relocate a RED HORSE squadron 
outside of the United States versus within 
the United States; (2) provides to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress (‘‘the Committees’’) a report detail-
ing the findings of the cost analysis; and (3) 
certifies in writing to the Committees that 
the preferred site for the consolidation or re-
location yields the greatest savings for the 
Air Force: Provided, That the term ‘‘United 
States’’ in this section does not include any 
territory or possession of the United States. 

SEC. 139. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to carry out the clo-
sure or transfer of the United States Naval 
Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the payment of compensation benefits 

to or on behalf of veterans and a pilot pro-
gram for disability examinations as author-
ized by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 
53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code; 
pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans 
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 
of title 38, United States Code; and burial 
benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other of-
ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-
its and certificates, payment of premiums 
due on commercial life insurance policies 
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 
U.S.C. App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits 
as authorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and 
2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 
38, United States Code, $162,948,673,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which 
$86,083,128,000 shall become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2016: Provided, That not to exceed 
$15,562,000 of the amount made available for 
fiscal year 2016 and $16,021,000 of the amount 
made available for fiscal year 2017 under this 
heading shall be reimbursed to ‘‘General Op-
erating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration’’, and ‘‘Information Technology 
Systems’’ for necessary expenses in imple-
menting the provisions of chapters 51, 53, and 

55 of title 38, United States Code, the funding 
source for which is specifically provided as 
the ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’ appropria-
tion: Provided further, That such sums as 
may be earned on an actual qualifying pa-
tient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical 
Care Collections Fund’’ to augment the fund-
ing of individual medical facilities for nurs-
ing home care provided to pensioners as au-
thorized. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 

For the payment of readjustment and reha-
bilitation benefits to or on behalf of veterans 
as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 
36, 39, 41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United 
States Code, $30,654,185,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $16,340,828,000 
shall become available on October 1, 2016: 
Provided, That expenses for rehabilitation 
program services and assistance which the 
Secretary is authorized to provide under sub-
section (a) of section 3104 of title 38, United 
States Code, other than under paragraphs 
(1), (2), (5), and (11) of that subsection, shall 
be charged to this account. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

For military and naval insurance, national 
service life insurance, servicemen’s indem-
nities, service-disabled veterans insurance, 
and veterans mortgage life insurance as au-
thorized by chapters 19 and 21, title 38, 
United States Code, $169,080,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which $91,920,000 
shall become available on October 1, 2016. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed 
loans, such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title 
38, United States Code: Provided, That such 
costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided 
further, That, during fiscal year 2016, within 
the resources available, not to exceed 
$500,000 in gross obligations for direct loans 
are authorized for specially adapted housing 
loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan 
programs, $164,558,000. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans, $31,000, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United 
States Code: Provided, That such costs, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans, 
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this 
heading are available to subsidize gross obli-
gations for the principal amount of direct 
loans not to exceed $2,952,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $367,000, which may be paid to the ap-
propriation for ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration’’. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For administrative expenses to carry out 
the direct loan program authorized by sub-
chapter V of chapter 37 of title 38, United 
States Code, $1,134,000. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as 
authorized by law, inpatient and outpatient 
care and treatment to beneficiaries of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans 
described in section 1705(a) of title 38, United 
States Code, including care and treatment in 
facilities not under the jurisdiction of the 
Department, and including medical supplies 

and equipment, bioengineering services, food 
services, and salaries and expenses of 
healthcare employees hired under title 38, 
United States Code, aid to State homes as 
authorized by section 1741 of title 38, United 
States Code, assistance and support services 
for caregivers as authorized by section 1720G 
of title 38, United States Code, loan repay-
ments authorized by section 604 of the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health Serv-
ices Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 124 Stat. 
1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), and hospital care 
and medical services authorized by section 
1787 of title 38, United States Code; 
$2,369,158,000, which shall be in addition to 
funds previously appropriated under this 
heading that became available on October 1, 
2015; and, in addition, $51,673,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, shall become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2016, and shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That, of the 
amount made available on October 1, 2016, 
under this heading, $1,400,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish a priority for 
the provision of medical treatment for vet-
erans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs: 
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall give priority funding for 
the provision of basic medical benefits to 
veterans in enrollment priority groups 1 
through 6: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may authorize the 
dispensing of prescription drugs from Vet-
erans Health Administration facilities to en-
rolled veterans with privately written pre-
scriptions based on requirements established 
by the Secretary: Provided further, That the 
implementation of the program described in 
the previous proviso shall incur no addi-
tional cost to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs: Provided further, That, of the amount 
made available on October 1, 2016, under this 
heading, not less than $1,500,000,000 shall be 
available for Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) clin-
ical treatments, including clinical treat-
ments with modern medications that have 
significantly higher cure rates than older 
medications, are easier to prescribe, and 
have fewer and milder side effects: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall ensure that sufficient amounts ap-
propriated under this heading for medical 
supplies and equipment are available for the 
acquisition of gender appropriate pros-
thetics. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE 

For necessary expenses in the administra-
tion of the medical, hospital, nursing home, 
domiciliary, construction, supply, and re-
search activities, as authorized by law; ad-
ministrative expenses in support of capital 
policy activities; and administrative and 
legal expenses of the Department for col-
lecting and recovering amounts owed the De-
partment as authorized under chapter 17 of 
title 38, United States Code, and the Federal 
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651 et 
seq.), $6,524,000,000, plus reimbursements, 
shall become available on October 1, 2016, 
and shall remain available until September 
30, 2017: Provided, That, of the amount made 
available on October 1, 2016, under this head-
ing, $100,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2018. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing 
homes, domiciliary facilities, and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; for administrative expenses in 
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support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposi-
tion, construction, and renovation of any fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of 
the Department; for oversight, engineering, 
and architectural activities not charged to 
project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hos-
pitals and homes under the jurisdiction of 
the Department, not otherwise provided for, 
either by contract or by the hire of tem-
porary employees and purchase of materials; 
for leases of facilities; and for laundry serv-
ices; $105,132,000, which shall be in addition 
to funds previously appropriated under this 
heading that became available on October 1, 
2015; and, in addition, $5,074,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, shall become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2016, and shall remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That, of the 
amount made available on October 1, 2016, 
under this heading, $250,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2018. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 
For necessary expenses in carrying out 

programs of medical and prosthetic research 
and development as authorized by chapter 73 
of title 38, United States Code, $630,735,000, 
plus reimbursements, shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure 
that sufficient amounts appropriated under 
this heading are available for gender appro-
priate prosthetic research and toxic exposure 
research. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 
For necessary expenses of the National 

Cemetery Administration for operations and 
maintenance, not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor; 
cemeterial expenses as authorized by law; 
purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for 
use in cemeterial operations; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and repair, alteration 
or improvement of facilities under the juris-
diction of the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration, $271,220,000, of which not to exceed 
$26,600,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary operating expenses of the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, not other-
wise provided for, including administrative 
expenses in support of Department-wide cap-
ital planning, management and policy activi-
ties, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to 
exceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the 
General Services Administration for security 
guard services, $336,659,000, of which not to 
exceed $10,000,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That 
funds provided under this heading may be 
transferred to ‘‘General Operating Expenses, 
Veterans Benefits Administration’’. 

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS 
For necessary operating expenses of the 

Board of Veterans Appeals, $109,884,000, of 
which not to exceed $10,788,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2017. 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS 
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary operating expenses of the 
Veterans Benefits Administration, not other-
wise provided for, including hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security 
guard services, and reimbursement of the De-
partment of Defense for the cost of overseas 
employee mail, $2,707,734,000: Provided, That 
expenses for services and assistance author-
ized under paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of 

section 3104(a) of title 38, United States 
Code, that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
determines are necessary to enable entitled 
veterans: (1) to the maximum extent fea-
sible, to become employable and to obtain 
and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to 
achieve maximum independence in daily liv-
ing, shall be charged to this account: Pro-
vided further, That, of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, not to exceed 
$160,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for information 
technology systems and telecommunications 
support, including developmental informa-
tion systems and operational information 
systems; for pay and associated costs; and 
for the capital asset acquisition of informa-
tion technology systems, including manage-
ment and related contractual costs of said 
acquisitions, including contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
$4,133,363,000, plus reimbursements: Provided, 
That $1,115,757,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed $34,800,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2017: Provided further, That $2,512,863,000 shall 
be for operations and maintenance, of which 
not to exceed $175,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017: Provided fur-
ther, That $504,743,000 shall be for informa-
tion technology systems development, mod-
ernization, and enhancement, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available 
for information technology systems develop-
ment, modernization, and enhancement may 
not be obligated or expended until the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs or the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs submits to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a 
certification of the amounts, in parts or in 
full, to be obligated and expended for each 
development project: Provided further, That 
amounts made available for salaries and ex-
penses, operations and maintenance, and in-
formation technology systems development, 
modernization, and enhancement may be 
transferred among the three subaccounts 
after the Secretary of Veterans Affairs re-
quests from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and an approval is 
issued: Provided further, That amounts made 
available for the ‘‘Information Technology 
Systems’’ account for development, mod-
ernization, and enhancement may be trans-
ferred among projects or to newly defined 
projects: Provided further, That no project 
may be increased or decreased by more than 
$1,000,000 of cost prior to submitting a re-
quest to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress to make the 
transfer and an approval is issued, or absent 
a response, a period of 30 days has elapsed: 
Provided further, That funds under this head-
ing may be used by the Interagency Program 
Office through the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to define data standards, code sets, 
and value sets used to enable interoper-
ability: Provided further, That, of the funds 
made available for information technology 
systems development, modernization, and 
enhancement for VistA Evolution, not more 
than 25 percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs submits to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, and 
such Committees approve, a report that de-
scribes: (1) the status of and changes to the 
VistA Evolution program plan dated March 
24, 2014 (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘Plan’’), the VistA 4 product roadmap dated 

February 26, 2015 (‘‘Roadmap’’), and the 
VistA 4 Incremental Life Cycle Cost Esti-
mate, dated October 26, 2014; (2) any changes 
to the scope or functionality of projects 
within the VistA Evolution program as es-
tablished in the Plan; (3) actual program 
costs incurred to date; (4) progress in meet-
ing the schedule milestones that have been 
established in the Plan; (5) a Project Man-
agement Accountability System (PMAS) 
Dashboard Progress report that identifies 
each VistA Evolution project being tracked 
through PMAS, what functionality it is in-
tended to provide, and what evaluation 
scores it has received throughout develop-
ment; (6) the definition being used for inter-
operability between the electronic health 
record systems of the Department of Defense 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs, the 
metrics to measure the extent of interoper-
ability, the milestones and timeline associ-
ated with achieving interoperability, and the 
baseline measurements associated with 
interoperability; (7) progress toward devel-
oping and implementing all components and 
levels of interoperability, including semantic 
interoperability; (8) the change management 
tools in place to facilitate the implementa-
tion of VistA Evolution and interoperability; 
and (9) any changes to the governance struc-
ture for the VistA Evolution program and its 
chain of decisionmaking authority: Provided 
further, That the funds made available under 
this heading for information technology sys-
tems development, modernization, and en-
hancement, shall be for the projects, and in 
the amounts, specified under this heading in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act). 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General, to include information 
technology, in carrying out the provisions of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.), $136,766,000, of which not to exceed 
$12,676,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 
For constructing, altering, extending, and 

improving any of the facilities, including 
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or 
for the use of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, or for any of the purposes set forth 
in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of 
title 38, United States Code, not otherwise 
provided for, including planning, architec-
tural and engineering services, construction 
management services, maintenance or guar-
antee period services costs associated with 
equipment guarantees provided under the 
project, services of claims analysts, offsite 
utility and storm drainage system construc-
tion costs, and site acquisition, where the es-
timated cost of a project is more than the 
amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of 
title 38, United States Code, or where funds 
for a project were made available in a pre-
vious major project appropriation, 
$1,243,800,000, of which $1,163,800,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2020, and 
of which $80,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs 
assessments which may or may not lead to 
capital investments, and other capital asset 
management related activities, including 
portfolio development and management ac-
tivities, and investment strategy studies 
funded through the advance planning fund 
and the planning and design activities fund-
ed through the design fund, including needs 
assessments which may or may not lead to 
capital investments, and salaries and associ-
ated costs of the resident engineers who 
oversee those capital investments funded 
through this account, and funds provided for 
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the purchase of land for the National Ceme-
tery Administration through the land acqui-
sition line item, none of the funds made 
available under this heading shall be used for 
any project which has not been approved by 
the Congress in the budgetary process: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available 
under this heading for fiscal year 2016, for 
each approved project shall be obligated: (1) 
by the awarding of a construction documents 
contract by September 30, 2016; and (2) by the 
awarding of a construction contract by Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall promptly 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress a written report 
on any approved major construction project 
for which obligations are not incurred within 
the time limitations established above: Pro-
vided further, That, of the amount made 
available under this heading, $649,000,000 for 
Veterans Health Administration major con-
struction projects shall not be available 
until the Department of Veterans Affairs— 

(1) enters into an agreement with an appro-
priate non-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Federal entity to serve as the design and/or 
construction agent for any Veterans Health 
Administration major construction project 
with a Total Estimated Cost of $100,000,000 or 
above by providing full project management 
services, including management of the 
project design, acquisition, construction, and 
contract changes, consistent with section 502 
of Public Law 114–58; and 

(2) certifies in writing that such an agree-
ment is executed and intended to minimize 
or prevent subsequent major construction 
project cost overruns and provides a copy of 
the agreement entered into and any required 
supplementary information to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress. 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 
For constructing, altering, extending, and 

improving any of the facilities, including 
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or 
for the use of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, including planning and assessments 
of needs which may lead to capital invest-
ments, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, maintenance or guarantee period serv-
ices costs associated with equipment guaran-
tees provided under the project, services of 
claims analysts, offsite utility and storm 
drainage system construction costs, and site 
acquisition, or for any of the purposes set 
forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 
of title 38, United States Code, not otherwise 
provided for, where the estimated cost of a 
project is equal to or less than the amount 
set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, 
United States Code, $406,200,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2020, along 
with unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’ appropriations 
which are hereby made available for any 
project where the estimated cost is equal to 
or less than the amount set forth in such sec-
tion: Provided, That funds made available 
under this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to 
any of the nonmedical facilities under the 
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department 
which are necessary because of loss or dam-
age caused by any natural disaster or catas-
trophe; and (2) temporary measures nec-
essary to prevent or to minimize further loss 
by such causes. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE 
EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES 

For grants to assist States to acquire or 
construct State nursing home and domi-
ciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or 
alter existing hospital, nursing home, and 
domiciliary facilities in State homes, for fur-
nishing care to veterans as authorized by 
sections 8131 through 8137 of title 38, United 

States Code, $120,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS 
CEMETERIES 

For grants to assist States and tribal orga-
nizations in establishing, expanding, or im-
proving veterans cemeteries as authorized by 
section 2408 of title 38, United States Code, 
$46,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year 
2016 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’’ may be transferred as 
necessary to any other of the mentioned ap-
propriations: Provided, That, before a trans-
fer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer 
and such Committees issue an approval, or 
absent a response, a period of 30 days has 
elapsed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the 

Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2016, in this or any other Act, under the 
‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Support and 
Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ ac-
counts may be transferred among the ac-
counts: Provided, That any transfers between 
the ‘‘Medical Services’’ and ‘‘Medical Sup-
port and Compliance’’ accounts of 1 percent 
or less of the total amount appropriated to 
the account in this or any other Act may 
take place subject to notification from the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the amount and purpose of the 
transfer: Provided further, That any transfers 
between the ‘‘Medical Services’’ and ‘‘Med-
ical Support and Compliance’’ accounts in 
excess of 1 percent, or exceeding the cumu-
lative 1 percent for the fiscal year, may take 
place only after the Secretary requests from 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued: Pro-
vided further, That any transfers to or from 
the ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ account may take 
place only after the Secretary requests from 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued. 

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this 
title for salaries and expenses shall be avail-
able for services authorized by section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; lease of a facility or land or 
both; and uniforms or allowances therefore, 
as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title 
(except the appropriations for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects’’, and ‘‘Construction, 
Minor Projects’’) shall be available for the 
purchase of any site for or toward the con-
struction of any new hospital or home. 

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title 
shall be available for hospitalization or ex-
amination of any persons (except bene-
ficiaries entitled to such hospitalization or 
examination under the laws providing such 
benefits to veterans, and persons receiving 
such treatment under sections 7901 through 
7904 of title 5, United States Code, or the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)), 
unless reimbursement of the cost of such 
hospitalization or examination is made to 
the ‘‘Medical Services’’ account at such rates 
as may be fixed by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. 

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this 
title for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Re-

adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’’ shall be available for 
payment of prior year accrued obligations 
required to be recorded by law against the 
corresponding prior year accounts within the 
last quarter of fiscal year 2015. 

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this 
title shall be available to pay prior year obli-
gations of corresponding prior year appro-
priations accounts resulting from sections 
3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of title 31, United 
States Code, except that if such obligations 
are from trust fund accounts they shall be 
payable only from ‘‘Compensation and Pen-
sions’’. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, during fiscal year 2016, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the 
National Service Life Insurance Fund under 
section 1920 of title 38, United States Code, 
the Veterans’ Special Life Insurance Fund 
under section 1923 of title 38, United States 
Code, and the United States Government 
Life Insurance Fund under section 1955 of 
title 38, United States Code, reimburse the 
‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration’’ and ‘‘Information 
Technology Systems’’ accounts for the cost 
of administration of the insurance programs 
financed through those accounts: Provided, 
That reimbursement shall be made only from 
the surplus earnings accumulated in such an 
insurance program during fiscal year 2016 
that are available for dividends in that pro-
gram after claims have been paid and actu-
arially determined reserves have been set 
aside: Provided further, That if the cost of ad-
ministration of such an insurance program 
exceeds the amount of surplus earnings accu-
mulated in that program, reimbursement 
shall be made only to the extent of such sur-
plus earnings: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall determine the cost of adminis-
tration for fiscal year 2016 which is properly 
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any 
total disability income insurance included in 
that insurance program. 

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from en-
hanced-use lease proceeds to reimburse an 
account for expenses incurred by that ac-
count during a prior fiscal year for providing 
enhanced-use lease services, may be obli-
gated during the fiscal year in which the pro-
ceeds are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or 

funds for salaries and other administrative 
expenses shall also be available to reimburse 
the Office of Resolution Management of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and the Of-
fice of Employment Discrimination Com-
plaint Adjudication under section 319 of title 
38, United States Code, for all services pro-
vided at rates which will recover actual costs 
but not to exceed $43,700,000 for the Office of 
Resolution Management and $3,400,000 for 
the Office of Employment Discrimination 
Complaint Adjudication: Provided, That pay-
ments may be made in advance for services 
to be furnished based on estimated costs: 
Provided further, That amounts received shall 
be credited to the ‘‘General Administration’’ 
and ‘‘Information Technology Systems’’ ac-
counts for use by the office that provided the 
service. 

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 211. Of the amounts made available to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2016 for the Office of Rural Health under 
the heading ‘‘Medical Services’’, including 
any advance appropriation for fiscal year 
2016 provided in prior appropriation Acts, up 
to $20,000,000 may be transferred to and 
merged with funds appropriated under the 
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heading ‘‘Grants for Construction of State 
Extended Care Facilities’’. 

SEC. 212. No funds of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall be available for hos-
pital care, nursing home care, or medical 
services provided to any person under chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, for a 
non-service-connected disability described in 
section 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that 
person has disclosed to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary 
may require, current, accurate third-party 
reimbursement information for purposes of 
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the 
Secretary may recover, in the same manner 
as any other debt due the United States, the 
reasonable charges for such care or services 
from any person who does not make such dis-
closure as required: Provided further, That 
any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be 
obligated by the Secretary during the fiscal 
year in which amounts are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 213. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, proceeds or revenues derived 
from enhanced-use leasing activities (includ-
ing disposal) may be deposited into the 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’ accounts and be 
used for construction (including site acquisi-
tion and disposition), alterations, and im-
provements of any medical facility under the 
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as realized 
are in addition to the amount provided for in 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’. 

SEC. 214. Amounts made available under 
‘‘Medical Services’’ are available— 

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, 
supplies, and equipment; and 

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, 
and other expenses incidental to funerals and 
burials for beneficiaries receiving care in the 
Department. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 215. Such sums as may be deposited to 

the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant 
to section 1729A of title 38, United States 
Code, may be transferred to ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices’’, to remain available until expended for 
the purposes of that account. 

SEC. 216. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may enter into agreements with Indian 
tribes and tribal organizations which are 
party to the Alaska Native Health Compact 
with the Indian Health Service, and Indian 
tribes and tribal organizations serving rural 
Alaska which have entered into contracts 
with the Indian Health Service under the In-
dian Self Determination and Educational As-
sistance Act, to provide healthcare, includ-
ing behavioral health and dental care. The 
Secretary shall require participating vet-
erans and facilities to comply with all appro-
priate rules and regulations, as established 
by the Secretary. The term ‘‘rural Alaska’’ 
shall mean those lands sited within the ex-
ternal boundaries of the Alaska Native re-
gions specified in sections 7(a)(1)–(4) and (7)– 
(12) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 1606), and those 
lands within the Alaska Native regions spec-
ified in sections 7(a)(5) and 7(a)(6) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, as 
amended (43 U.S.C. 1606), which are not with-
in the boundaries of the municipality of An-
chorage, the Fairbanks North Star Borough, 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough or the 
Matanuska Susitna Borough. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 217. Such sums as may be deposited to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs Capital 
Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of title 
38, United States Code, may be transferred to 

the ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and 
‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’ accounts, to 
remain available until expended for the pur-
poses of these accounts. 

SEC. 218. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to implement any 
policy prohibiting the Directors of the Vet-
erans Integrated Services Networks from 
conducting outreach or marketing to enroll 
new veterans within their respective Net-
works. 

SEC. 219. Not later than 30 days after the 
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress a report on the financial status of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs for the 
preceding quarter: Provided, That, at a min-
imum, the report shall include the direction 
contained in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act) in the 
paragraph entitled ‘‘Quarterly Report’’, 
under the heading ‘‘General Administra-
tion’’. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 220. Amounts made available under 

the ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Support 
and Compliance’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, 
‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration’’, ‘‘General Administra-
tion’’, and ‘‘National Cemetery Administra-
tion’’ accounts for fiscal year 2016 may be 
transferred to or from the ‘‘Information 
Technology Systems’’ account: Provided, 
That such transfers may not result in a more 
than 10 percent aggregate increase in the 
total amount made available by this Act for 
the ‘‘Information Technology Systems’’ ac-
count: Provided further, That, before a trans-
fer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer 
and an approval is issued. 

SEC. 221. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act or any 
other Act for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs may be used in a manner that is in-
consistent with: (1) section 842 of the Trans-
portation, Treasury, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the Judiciary, the District of Co-
lumbia, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109–115; 119 
Stat. 2506); or (2) section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 222. Of the amounts appropriated to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2016 for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical 
Support and Compliance’’, ‘‘Medical Facili-
ties’’, ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’, and 
‘‘Information Technology Systems’’, up to 
$267,521,000, plus reimbursements, may be 
transferred to the Joint Department of De-
fense-Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund, estab-
lished by section 1704 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Pub-
lic Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 3571) and may be 
used for operation of the facilities des-
ignated as combined Federal medical facili-
ties as described by section 706 of the Duncan 
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110–417; 122 
Stat. 4500): Provided, That additional funds 
may be transferred from accounts designated 
in this section to the Joint Department of 
Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund upon 
written notification by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That section 223 of Title II of 
Division I of Public Law 113–235 is repealed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 223. Of the amounts appropriated to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs which 

become available on October 1, 2016, for 
‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Support and 
Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, up 
to $265,675,000, plus reimbursements, may be 
transferred to the Joint Department of De-
fense-Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund, estab-
lished by section 1704 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Pub-
lic Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 3571) and may be 
used for operation of the facilities des-
ignated as combined Federal medical facili-
ties as described by section 706 of the Duncan 
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110–417; 122 
Stat. 4500): Provided, That additional funds 
may be transferred from accounts designated 
in this section to the Joint Department of 
Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund upon 
written notification by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 224. Such sums as may be deposited to 

the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant 
to section 1729A of title 38, United States 
Code, for healthcare provided at facilities 
designated as combined Federal medical fa-
cilities as described by section 706 of the 
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 
110–417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be available: 
(1) for transfer to the Joint Department of 
Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, es-
tablished by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 
(Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 3571); and (2) for 
operations of the facilities designated as 
combined Federal medical facilities as de-
scribed by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2009 (Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 
4500). 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 225. Of the amounts available in this 

title for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Sup-
port and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facili-
ties’’, a minimum of $15,000,000 shall be 
transferred to the DOD–VA Health Care 
Sharing Incentive Fund, as authorized by 
section 8111(d) of title 38, United States 
Code, to remain available until expended, for 
any purpose authorized by section 8111 of 
title 38, United States Code. 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 226. (a) Of the funds appropriated in 

title II of division I of Public Law 113–235, 
the following amounts which became avail-
able on October 1, 2015, are hereby rescinded 
from the following accounts in the amounts 
specified: 

(1) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Med-
ical Services’’, $1,400,000,000. 

(2) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Med-
ical Support and Compliance’’, $100,000,000. 

(3) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Med-
ical Facilities’’, $250,000,000. 

(b) In addition to amounts provided else-
where in this Act, an additional amount is 
appropriated to the following accounts in the 
amounts specified to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: 

(1) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Med-
ical Services’’, $1,400,000,000. 

(2) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Med-
ical Support and Compliance’’, $100,000,000. 

(3) ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, Med-
ical Facilities’’, $250,000,000. 

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of all bid 
savings in a major construction project that 
total at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent of the 
programmed amount of the project, which-
ever is less: Provided, That such notification 
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shall occur within 14 days of a contract iden-
tifying the programmed amount: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall notify the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress 14 days prior to the obli-
gation of such bid savings and shall describe 
the anticipated use of such savings. 

SEC. 228. None of the funds made available 
for ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ may be 
used for a project in excess of the scope spec-
ified for that project in the original jus-
tification data provided to the Congress as 
part of the request for appropriations unless 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs receives 
approval from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 229. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a quar-
terly report that contains the following in-
formation from each Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration Regional Office: (1) the average 
time to complete a disability compensation 
claim; (2) the number of claims pending more 
than 125 days, disaggregated by initial and 
supplemental claims; (3) error rates; (4) the 
number of claims personnel; (5) any correc-
tive action taken within the quarter to ad-
dress poor performance; (6) training pro-
grams undertaken; and (7) the number and 
results of Quality Review Team audits: Pro-
vided, That each quarterly report shall be 
submitted no later than 30 days after the end 
of the respective quarter. 

SEC. 230. Of the funds provided to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2016 for ‘‘Medical Services’’ and ‘‘Medical 
Support and Compliance’’, a maximum of 
$5,000,000 may be obligated from the ‘‘Med-
ical Services’’ account and a maximum of 
$154,596,000 may be obligated from the ‘‘Med-
ical Support and Compliance’’ account for 
the VistA Evolution and electronic health 
record interoperability projects: Provided, 
That funds in addition to these amounts may 
be obligated for the VistA Evolution and 
electronic health record interoperability 
projects upon written notification by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress. 

SEC. 231. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide written notification to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress 15 days prior to organiza-
tional changes which result in the transfer of 
25 or more full-time equivalents from one or-
ganizational unit of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to another. 

SEC. 232. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress notification of any single 
national outreach and awareness marketing 
campaign in which obligations exceed 
$2,000,000. 

SEC. 233. None of the funds available to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or 
any other Act, may be used to replace the 
current system by which the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks select and contract 
for diabetes monitoring supplies and equip-
ment. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 234. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 

upon determination that such action is nec-
essary to address needs of the Veterans 
Health Administration, may transfer to the 
‘‘Medical Services’’ account any discre-
tionary appropriations made available for 
fiscal year 2016 in this title (except appro-
priations made to the ‘‘General Operating 
Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion’’ account) or any discretionary unobli-
gated balances within the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, including those appro-
priated for fiscal year 2016, that were pro-

vided in advance by appropriations Acts: Pro-
vided, That transfers shall be made only with 
the approval of the Office of Management 
and Budget: Provided further, That the trans-
fer authority provided in this section is in 
addition to any other transfer authority pro-
vided by law: Provided further, That no 
amounts may be transferred from amounts 
that were designated by Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985: Provided further, That such au-
thority to transfer may not be used unless 
for higher priority items, based on emergent 
healthcare requirements, than those for 
which originally appropriated and in no case 
where the item for which funds are requested 
has been denied by Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That, upon determination that all or 
part of the funds transferred from an appro-
priation are not necessary, such amounts 
may be transferred back to that appropria-
tion and shall be available for the same pur-
poses as originally appropriated: Provided 
further, That before a transfer may take 
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval of that request. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 235. Amounts made available for the 

Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2016, under the ‘‘Board of Veterans Ap-
peals’’ and the ‘‘General Operating Expenses, 
Veterans Benefits Administration’’ accounts 
may be transferred between such accounts: 
Provided, That before a transfer may take 
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval from such Committees for such re-
quest. 

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 236. Of the unobligated balances avail-

able within the ‘‘DOD–VA Health Care Shar-
ing Incentive Fund’’, $30,000,000 are hereby 
rescinded. 

SEC. 237. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such in-
stance of reprogramming will exceed 
$5,000,000, unless such reprogramming is ap-
proved by the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 238. Section 2302(a)(2)(A)(viii) of title 
5, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘or under title 38’’ after ‘‘of this title’’. 

SEC. 239. Section 312 of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(c)(1) Whenever the Inspector General, in 
carrying out the duties and responsibilities 
established under the Inspector General Act 
of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), issues a work product 
that makes a recommendation or otherwise 
suggests corrective action, the Inspector 
General shall— 

‘‘(A) submit the work product to— 
‘‘(i) the Secretary; 
‘‘(ii) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 

the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate; 

‘‘(iii) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(iv) if the work product was initiated 
upon request by an individual or entity other 
than the Inspector General, that individual 
or entity; and 

‘‘(v) any Member of Congress upon request; 
and 

‘‘(B) the Inspector General shall submit all 
final work products to— 

‘‘(i) if the work product was initiated upon 
request by an individual or entity other than 
the Inspector General, that individual or en-
tity; and 

‘‘(ii) any Member of Congress upon request; 
and 

‘‘(C) not later than 3 days after the work 
product is submitted in final form to the 
Secretary, post the work product on the 
Internet website of the Inspector General. 

‘‘(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be 
construed to authorize the public disclosure 
of information that is specifically prohibited 
from disclosure by any other provision of 
law.’’. 

SEC. 240. None of the funds provided in this 
Act may be used to pay the salary of any in-
dividual who (a) was the Executive Director 
of the Office of Acquisition, Logistics and 
Construction, and (b) who retired from Fed-
eral service in the midst of an investigation, 
initiated by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, into delays and cost overruns associ-
ated with the design and construction of the 
new medical center in Aurora, Colorado. 

SEC. 241. None of the funds appropriated in 
this or prior appropriations Acts or other-
wise made available to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs may be used to transfer any 
amounts from the Filipino Veterans Equity 
Compensation Fund to any other account 
within the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

SEC. 242. None of the amounts appropriated 
or otherwise made available by title II may 
be used to carry out the Home Marketing In-
centive Program of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs or to carry out the Appraisal 
Value Offer Program of the Department with 
respect to an employee of the Department in 
a senior executive position (as defined in sec-
tion 713(g) of title 38, United States Code): 
Provided, That the Secretary may waive this 
prohibition with respect to the use of the 
Home Marketing Incentive Program and Ap-
praisal Value Offer Program to recruit for a 
position for which recruitment or retention 
of qualified personnel is likely to be difficult 
in the absence of the use of these incentives: 
Provided further, That within 15 days of a de-
termination by the Secretary to waive this 
prohibition, the Secretary shall submit writ-
ten notification thereof to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress containing the reasons and identifying 
the position title for which the waiver has 
been issued. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 243. There is hereby established in the 

Treasury of the United States a fund to be 
known as the ‘‘Recurring Expenses Trans-
formational Fund’’ (the Fund): Provided, 
That unobligated balances of expired discre-
tionary funds appropriated in this or any 
succeeding fiscal year from the General 
Fund of the Treasury to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs by this or any other Act 
may be transferred (at the end of the fifth 
fiscal year after the last fiscal year for which 
such funds are available for the purposes for 
which appropriated) into the Fund: Provided 
further, That amounts deposited in the Fund 
shall be available until expended, and in ad-
dition to such other funds as may be avail-
able for such purposes, for facilities infra-
structure improvements, including non-
recurring maintenance, at existing hospitals 
and clinics of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, and information technology systems 
improvements and sustainment, subject to 
approval by the Office of Management and 
Budget: Provided further, That prior to obli-
gation of any amounts in the Fund, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall request from 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make 
such obligation and such Committees issue 
an approval, or absent a response, a period of 
30 days has elapsed. 
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TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 
AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, including the acquisition 
of land or interest in land in foreign coun-
tries; purchases and repair of uniforms for 
caretakers of national cemeteries and monu-
ments outside of the United States and its 
territories and possessions; rent of office and 
garage space in foreign countries; purchase 
(one-for-one replacement basis only) and hire 
of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed 
$7,500 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and insurance of official 
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $105,100,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, such sums as may be 
necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended, for purposes authorized by section 
2109 of title 36, United States Code. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the operation of 

the United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims as authorized by sections 7251 
through 7298 of title 38, United States Code, 
$32,141,000: Provided, That $2,500,000 shall be 
available for the purpose of providing finan-
cial assistance as described, and in accord-
ance with the process and reporting proce-
dures set forth, under this heading in Public 
Law 102–229. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for maintenance, 

operation, and improvement of Arlington 
National Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Air-
men’s Home National Cemetery, including 
the purchase or lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement on a one-for-one basis 
only, and not to exceed $1,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses, 
$79,516,000, of which not to exceed $15,000,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2018. In addition, such sums as may be nec-
essary for parking maintenance, repairs and 
replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease 
of Department of Defense Real Property for 
Defense Agencies’’ account. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 
TRUST FUND 

For expenses necessary for the Armed 
Forces Retirement Home to operate and 
maintain the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home—Washington, District of Columbia, 
and the Armed Forces Retirement Home— 
Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds 
available in the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home Trust Fund, $64,300,000, of which 
$1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of 
the physical plants at the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, and the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home—Gulfport, Mississippi: Provided, That 
of the amounts made available under this 
heading from funds available in the Armed 
Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund, 
$20,000,000 shall be paid from the general fund 
of the Treasury to the Trust Fund. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 301. Funds appropriated in this Act 

under the heading ‘‘Department of Defense— 
Civil, Cemeterial Expenses, Army’’, may be 

provided to Arlington County, Virginia, for 
the relocation of the federally owned water 
main at Arlington National Cemetery, mak-
ing additional land available for ground bur-
ials. 

SEC. 302. Amounts deposited into the spe-
cial account established under 10 U.S.C. 4727 
are appropriated and shall be available until 
expended to support activities at the Army 
National Military Cemeteries. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for any program, 
project, or activity, when it is made known 
to the Federal entity or official to which the 
funds are made available that the program, 
project, or activity is not in compliance with 
any Federal law relating to risk assessment, 
the protection of private property rights, or 
unfunded mandates. 

SEC. 403. All departments and agencies 
funded under this Act are encouraged, within 
the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of ‘‘E- 
Commerce’’ technologies and procedures in 
the conduct of their business practices and 
public service activities. 

SEC. 404. Unless stated otherwise, all re-
ports and notifications required by this Act 
shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on 
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Subcommittee on Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate. 

SEC. 405. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this or any other appropriations 
Act. 

SEC. 406. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for a project or pro-
gram named for an individual serving as a 
Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

SEC. 407. (a) Any agency receiving funds 
made available in this Act, shall, subject to 
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public 
Web site of that agency any report required 
to be submitted by the Congress in this or 
any other Act, upon the determination by 
the head of the agency that it shall serve the 
national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains confidential or pro-
prietary information. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has 
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less 
than 45 days. 

SEC. 408. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by an agency of the 

executive branch to pay for first-class travel 
by an employee of the agency in contraven-
tion of sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 410. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to execute a con-
tract for goods or services, including con-
struction services, where the contractor has 
not complied with Executive Order No. 12989. 

SEC. 411. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Department 
of Defense or the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to lease or purchase new light duty ve-
hicles for any executive fleet, or for an agen-
cy’s fleet inventory, except in accordance 
with Presidential Memorandum—Federal 
Fleet Performance, dated May 24, 2011. 

SEC. 412. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able to the Department of Defense in this 
Act may be used to construct, renovate, or 
expand any facility in the United States, its 
territories, or possessions to house any indi-
vidual detained at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, for the pur-
poses of detention or imprisonment in the 
custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall 
not apply to any modification of facilities at 
United States Naval Station, Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24, 
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or 
a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective 

control of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Military 
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION K—DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS, AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND RELATED 

AGENCY 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses of the Department 
of State and the Foreign Service not other-
wise provided for, $5,622,170,000, of which up 
to $629,055,000 may remain available until 
September 30, 2017, and of which up to 
$1,428,468,000 may remain available until ex-
pended for Worldwide Security Protection: 
Provided, That funds made available under 
this heading shall be allocated in accordance 
with paragraphs (1) through (4) as follows: 

(1) HUMAN RESOURCES.—For necessary ex-
penses for training, human resources man-
agement, and salaries, including employ-
ment without regard to civil service and 
classification laws of persons on a temporary 
basis (not to exceed $700,000), as authorized 
by section 801 of the United States Informa-
tion and Educational Exchange Act of 1948, 
$2,181,622,000, of which up to $358,833,000 is for 
Worldwide Security Protection. 

(2) OVERSEAS PROGRAMS.—For necessary 
expenses for the regional bureaus of the De-
partment of State and overseas activities as 
authorized by law, $1,561,840,000. 

(3) DIPLOMATIC POLICY AND SUPPORT.—For 
necessary expenses for the functional bu-
reaus of the Department of State, including 
representation to certain international orga-
nizations in which the United States partici-
pates pursuant to treaties ratified pursuant 
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to the advice and consent of the Senate or 
specific Acts of Congress, general adminis-
tration, and arms control, nonproliferation 
and disarmament activities as authorized, 
$791,121,000. 

(4) SECURITY PROGRAMS.—For necessary ex-
penses for security activities, $1,087,587,000, 
of which up to $1,069,635,000 is for Worldwide 
Security Protection. 

(5) FEES AND PAYMENTS COLLECTED.—In ad-
dition to amounts otherwise made available 
under this heading— 

(A) not to exceed $1,840,900 shall be derived 
from fees collected from other executive 
agencies for lease or use of facilities located 
at the International Center in accordance 
with section 4 of the International Center 
Act, and, in addition, as authorized by sec-
tion 5 of such Act, $743,000, to be derived 
from the reserve authorized by that section, 
to be used for the purposes set out in that 
section; 

(B) as authorized by section 810 of the 
United States Information and Educational 
Exchange Act, not to exceed $5,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, may be cred-
ited to this appropriation from fees or other 
payments received from English teaching, li-
brary, motion pictures, and publication pro-
grams and from fees from educational advis-
ing and counseling and exchange visitor pro-
grams; and 

(C) not to exceed $15,000, which shall be de-
rived from reimbursements, surcharges, and 
fees for use of Blair House facilities. 

(6) TRANSFER, REPROGRAMMING, AND OTHER 
MATTERS.— 

(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, funds may be reprogrammed within 
and between paragraphs (1) through (4) under 
this heading subject to section 7015 of this 
Act. 

(B) Of the amount made available under 
this heading, not to exceed $10,000,000 may be 
transferred to, and merged with, funds made 
available by this Act under the heading 
‘‘Emergencies in the Diplomatic and Con-
sular Service’’, to be available only for emer-
gency evacuations and rewards, as author-
ized. 

(C) Funds appropriated under this heading 
are available for acquisition by exchange or 
purchase of passenger motor vehicles as au-
thorized by law and, pursuant to section 
1108(g) of title 31, United States Code, for the 
field examination of programs and activities 
in the United States funded from any ac-
count contained in this title. 

(D) Funds appropriated under this heading 
may be made available for Conflict Stabiliza-
tion Operations and for related reconstruc-
tion and stabilization assistance to prevent 
or respond to conflict or civil strife in for-
eign countries or regions, or to enable tran-
sition from such strife. 

(E) Funds appropriated under this heading 
in this Act that are designated for Worldwide 
Security Protection shall continue to be 
made available for support of security-re-
lated training at sites in existence prior to 
the enactment of this Act: Provided, That in 
addition to such funds, up to $99,113,000 of 
the funds made available under this heading 
in this Act may be obligated for a Foreign 
Affairs Security Training Center (FASTC) 
only after the Secretary of State— 

(i) submits to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a comprehensive analysis 
of a minimum of three different locations for 
FASTC assessing the feasibility and com-
paring the costs and benefits of delivering 
training at each such location; and 

(ii) notifies the appropriate congressional 
committees at least 15 days in advance of 
such obligation: Provided, That such notifica-
tion shall also include a justification for any 
decision made by the Department of State to 
obligate funds for FASTC. 

(F) None of the funds appropriated under 
this heading may be used for the preserva-
tion of religious sites unless the Secretary of 
State determines and reports to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations that such sites are 
historically, artistically, or culturally sig-
nificant, that the purpose of the project is 
neither to advance nor to inhibit the free ex-
ercise of religion, and that the project is in 
the national interest of the United States. 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT FUND 
For necessary expenses of the Capital In-

vestment Fund, $66,400,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, as authorized. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General, $72,700,000, notwithstanding 
section 209(a)(1) of the Foreign Service Act 
of 1980 (Public Law 96–465), as it relates to 
post inspections: Provided, That of the funds 
appropriated under this heading, $10,905,000 
may remain available until September 30, 
2017. 

EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMS 

For expenses of educational and cultural 
exchange programs, as authorized, 
$590,900,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not less than $236,000,000 
shall be for the Fulbright Program and not 
less than $102,000,000 shall be for Citizen Ex-
change Program, including $4,000,000 for the 
Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange: Pro-
vided, That fees or other payments received 
from, or in connection with, English teach-
ing, educational advising and counseling pro-
grams, and exchange visitor programs as au-
thorized may be credited to this account, to 
remain available until expended: Provided 
further, That not later than 45 days after en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of State 
shall submit a report to the Committees on 
Appropriations detailing modifications made 
to existing educational and cultural ex-
change programs since calendar year 2014, in-
cluding for special academic and special pro-
fessional and cultural exchanges: Provided 
further, That a portion of the Fulbright 
awards from the Eurasia and Central Asia re-
gions shall be designated as Edmund S. 
Muskie Fellowships, following consultation 
with the Committees on Appropriations: Pro-
vided further, That Department of State-des-
ignated sponsors may not issue a Form DS– 
2019 (Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange 
Visitor (J–1) Status) to place student partici-
pants in seafood product preparation or 
packaging positions in the Summer Work 
Travel program in fiscal year 2016 unless 
prior to issuing such Form the sponsor pro-
vides to the Secretary of State a description 
of such program and verifies in writing to 
the Secretary that such program fully com-
plies with part 62 of title 22 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, notwithstanding sub-
section 62.32(h)(16) of such part, and with the 
requirements specified under this heading in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this Consolidated Act): Provided further, That 
any substantive modifications from the prior 
fiscal year to programs funded by this Act 
under this heading shall be subject to prior 
consultation with, and the regular notifica-
tion procedures of, the Committees on Ap-
propriations. 

REPRESENTATION EXPENSES 
For representation expenses as authorized, 

$8,030,000. 
PROTECTION OF FOREIGN MISSIONS AND 

OFFICIALS 
For expenses, not otherwise provided, to 

enable the Secretary of State to provide for 
extraordinary protective services, as author-
ized, $30,036,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

EMBASSY SECURITY, CONSTRUCTION, AND 
MAINTENANCE 

For necessary expenses for carrying out 
the Foreign Service Buildings Act of 1926 (22 
U.S.C. 292 et seq.), preserving, maintaining, 
repairing, and planning for buildings that 
are owned or directly leased by the Depart-
ment of State, renovating, in addition to 
funds otherwise available, the Harry S Tru-
man Building, and carrying out the Diplo-
matic Security Construction Program as au-
thorized, $785,097,000, to remain available 
until expended as authorized, of which not to 
exceed $25,000 may be used for domestic and 
overseas representation expenses as author-
ized: Provided, That none of the funds appro-
priated in this paragraph shall be available 
for acquisition of furniture, furnishings, or 
generators for other departments and agen-
cies. 

In addition, for the costs of worldwide se-
curity upgrades, acquisition, and construc-
tion as authorized, $688,799,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That not 
later than 45 days after enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations the pro-
posed allocation of funds made available 
under this heading and the actual and antici-
pated proceeds of sales for all projects in fis-
cal year 2016. 

EMERGENCIES IN THE DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR SERVICE 

For necessary expenses to enable the Sec-
retary of State to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies arising in the Diplomatic and Con-
sular Service, $7,900,000, to remain available 
until expended as authorized, of which not to 
exceed $1,000,000 may be transferred to, and 
merged with, funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Repatriation Loans Pro-
gram Account’’, subject to the same terms 
and conditions. 

REPATRIATION LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans, $1,300,000, as 
authorized: Provided, That such costs, includ-
ing the cost of modifying such loans, shall be 
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That 
such funds are available to subsidize gross 
obligations for the principal amount of di-
rect loans not to exceed $2,444,528. 

PAYMENT TO THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE IN 
TAIWAN 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
Taiwan Relations Act (Public Law 96–8), 
$30,000,000. 

PAYMENT TO THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY FUND 

For payment to the Foreign Service Re-
tirement and Disability Fund, as authorized, 
$158,900,000. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, to meet annual obligations of 
membership in international multilateral or-
ganizations, pursuant to treaties ratified 
pursuant to the advice and consent of the 
Senate, conventions or specific Acts of Con-
gress, $1,344,458,000: Provided, That the Sec-
retary of State shall, at the time of the sub-
mission of the President’s budget to Con-
gress under section 1105(a) of title 31, United 
States Code, transmit to the Committees on 
Appropriations the most recent biennial 
budget prepared by the United Nations for 
the operations of the United Nations: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of State 
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions at least 15 days in advance (or in an 
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emergency, as far in advance as is prac-
ticable) of any United Nations action to in-
crease funding for any United Nations pro-
gram without identifying an offsetting de-
crease elsewhere in the United Nations budg-
et: Provided further, That not later than May 
1, 2016, and 30 days after the end of fiscal 
year 2016, the Secretary of State shall report 
to the Committees on Appropriations any 
credits available to the United States, in-
cluding from the United Nations Tax Equali-
zation Fund, and provide updated fiscal year 
2016 and fiscal year 2017 assessment costs in-
cluding offsets from available credits and up-
dated foreign currency exchange rates: Pro-
vided further, That any such credits shall 
only be available for United States assessed 
contributions to the United Nations and the 
Committees on Appropriations shall be noti-
fied when such credits are applied to any as-
sessed contribution, including any payment 
of arrearages: Provided further, That any no-
tification regarding funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available under this heading 
in this Act or prior Acts making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs submitted 
pursuant to section 7015 of this Act, section 
34 of the State Department Basic Authorities 
Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2706), or any operating 
plan submitted pursuant to section 7076 of 
this Act, shall include an estimate of all 
known credits currently available to the 
United States and provide updated assess-
ment costs including offsets from available 
credits and updated foreign currency ex-
change rates: Provided further, That any pay-
ment of arrearages under this heading shall 
be directed to activities that are mutually 
agreed upon by the United States and the re-
spective international organization and shall 
be subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations: 
Provided further, That none of the funds ap-
propriated under this heading shall be avail-
able for a United States contribution to an 
international organization for the United 
States share of interest costs made known to 
the United States Government by such orga-
nization for loans incurred on or after Octo-
ber 1, 1984, through external borrowings: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of State 
shall review the budgetary and personnel 
procedures of the United Nations and affili-
ated agencies funded under this heading and, 
not later than 180 days after enactment of 
this Act, submit a report to the Committees 
on Appropriations on steps taken at each 
agency to eliminate unnecessary administra-
tive costs and duplicative activities and en-
sure that personnel practices are transparent 
and merit-based. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PEACEKEEPING ACTIVITIES 

For necessary expenses to pay assessed and 
other expenses of international peacekeeping 
activities directed to the maintenance or 
restoration of international peace and secu-
rity, $666,574,000, of which 15 percent shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided, That none of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be obligated or expended for 
any new or expanded United Nations peace-
keeping mission unless, at least 15 days in 
advance of voting for such mission in the 
United Nations Security Council (or in an 
emergency as far in advance as is prac-
ticable), the Committees on Appropriations 
are notified of: (1) the estimated cost and du-
ration of the mission, the objectives of the 
mission, the national interest that will be 
served, and the exit strategy; and (2) the 
sources of funds, including any 
reprogrammings and transfers, that will be 
used to pay the cost of the new or expanded 
mission, and the estimated cost in future fis-
cal years: Provided further, That none of the 

funds appropriated under this heading may 
be made available for obligation unless the 
Secretary of State certifies and reports to 
the Committees on Appropriations on a 
peacekeeping mission-by-mission basis that 
the United Nations is implementing effective 
policies and procedures to prevent United 
Nations employees, contractor personnel, 
and peacekeeping troops serving in such mis-
sion from trafficking in persons, exploiting 
victims of trafficking, or committing acts of 
illegal sexual exploitation or other viola-
tions of human rights, and to bring to justice 
individuals who engage in such acts while 
participating in such mission, including 
prosecution in their home countries and 
making information about such prosecutions 
publicly available on the Web site of the 
United Nations: Provided further, That funds 
shall be available for peacekeeping expenses 
unless the Secretary of State determines 
that American manufacturers and suppliers 
are not being given opportunities to provide 
equipment, services, and material for United 
Nations peacekeeping activities equal to 
those being given to foreign manufacturers 
and suppliers: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of State shall work with the United 
Nations and foreign governments contrib-
uting peacekeeping troops to implement ef-
fective vetting procedures to ensure that 
such troops have not violated human rights: 
Provided further, That none of the funds ap-
propriated or otherwise made available 
under this heading may be used for any 
United Nations peacekeeping mission that 
will involve United States Armed Forces 
under the command or operational control of 
a foreign national, unless the President’s 
military advisors have submitted to the 
President a recommendation that such in-
volvement is in the national interest of the 
United States and the President has sub-
mitted to Congress such a recommendation: 
Provided further, That not later than May 1, 
2016, and 30 days after the end of fiscal year 
2016, the Secretary of State shall report to 
the Committees on Appropriations any cred-
its available to the United States, including 
those resulting from United Nations peace-
keeping missions or the United Nations Tax 
Equalization Fund, and provide updated fis-
cal year 2016 and fiscal year 2017 assessment 
costs including offsets from available cred-
its: Provided further, That any such credits 
shall only be available for United States as-
sessed contributions to the United Nations, 
and the Committees on Appropriations shall 
be notified when such credits are applied to 
any assessed contribution, including any 
payment of arrearages: Provided further, That 
any notification regarding funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available under 
this heading in this Act or prior Acts mak-
ing appropriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related pro-
grams submitted pursuant to section 7015 of 
this Act, section 34 of the State Department 
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2706), 
or any operating plan submitted pursuant to 
section 7076 of this Act, shall include an esti-
mate of all known credits currently avail-
able to the United States and provide up-
dated assessment costs including offsets 
from available credits: Provided further, That 
any payment of arrearages with funds appro-
priated by this Act shall be subject to the 
regular notification procedures of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations: Provided further, 
That the Secretary of State shall work with 
the United Nations and members of the 
United Nations Security Council to evaluate 
and prioritize peacekeeping missions, and to 
consider a draw down when mission goals 
have been substantially achieved: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds appropriated or other-
wise made available under this heading shall 

be available for United States assessed con-
tributions up to the amount specified in 
Annex IV accompanying United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution 64/220: Provided 
further, That such funds may be made avail-
able above the amount authorized in section 
404(b)(2)(B) of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 (22 
U.S.C. 287e note) only if the Secretary of 
State determines and reports to the appro-
priate congressional committees that it is 
important to the national interest of the 
United States. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONS 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, to meet obligations of the United 
States arising under treaties, or specific 
Acts of Congress, as follows: 

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER 
COMMISSION, UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

For necessary expenses for the United 
States Section of the International Bound-
ary and Water Commission, United States 
and Mexico, and to comply with laws appli-
cable to the United States Section, including 
not to exceed $6,000 for representation ex-
penses; as follows: 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For salaries and expenses, not otherwise 

provided for, $45,307,000. 
CONSTRUCTION 

For detailed plan preparation and con-
struction of authorized projects, $28,400,000, 
to remain available until expended, as au-
thorized. 

AMERICAN SECTIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSIONS 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided, for the International Joint Commis-
sion and the International Boundary Com-
mission, United States and Canada, as au-
thorized by treaties between the United 
States and Canada or Great Britain, and the 
Border Environment Cooperation Commis-
sion as authorized by the North American 
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act 
(Public Law 103–182), $12,330,000: Provided, 
That of the amount provided under this 
heading for the International Joint Commis-
sion, up to $500,000 may remain available 
until September 30, 2017, and $9,000 may be 
made available for representation expenses. 

INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES COMMISSIONS 
For necessary expenses for international 

fisheries commissions, not otherwise pro-
vided for, as authorized by law, $36,681,000: 
Provided, That the United States share of 
such expenses may be advanced to the re-
spective commissions pursuant to section 
3324 of title 31, United States Code. 

RELATED AGENCY 
BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses to enable the 

Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG), as 
authorized, to carry out international com-
munication activities, and to make and su-
pervise grants for radio, Internet, and tele-
vision broadcasting to the Middle East, 
$734,087,000: Provided, That in addition to 
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses, up to $31,135,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading may remain 
available until expended for satellite trans-
missions and Internet freedom programs, of 
which not less than $15,000,000 shall be for 
Internet freedom programs: Provided further, 
That of the total amount appropriated under 
this heading, not to exceed $35,000 may be 
used for representation expenses, of which 
$10,000 may be used for such expenses within 
the United States as authorized, and not to 
exceed $30,000 may be used for representation 
expenses of Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty: Provided further, That the authority 
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provided by section 504(c) of the Foreign Re-
lations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 
(Public Law 107–228; 22 U.S.C. 6206 note) shall 
remain in effect through September 30, 2016: 
Provided further, That the BBG shall notify 
the Committees on Appropriations within 15 
days of any determination by the Board that 
any of its broadcast entities, including its 
grantee organizations, provides an open plat-
form for international terrorists or those 
who support international terrorism, or is in 
violation of the principles and standards set 
forth in subsections (a) and (b) of section 303 
of the United States International Broad-
casting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C. 6202) or the en-
tity’s journalistic code of ethics: Provided 
further, That significant modifications to 
BBG broadcast hours previously justified to 
Congress, including changes to transmission 
platforms (shortwave, medium wave, sat-
ellite, Internet, and television), for all BBG 
language services shall be subject to the reg-
ular notification procedures of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations: Provided further, 
That in addition to funds made available 
under this heading, and notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, up to $5,000,000 in re-
ceipts from advertising and revenue from 
business ventures, up to $500,000 in receipts 
from cooperating international organiza-
tions, and up to $1,000,000 in receipts from 
privatization efforts of the Voice of America 
and the International Broadcasting Bureau, 
shall remain available until expended for 
carrying out authorized purposes. 

BROADCASTING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
For the purchase, rent, construction, re-

pair, preservation, and improvement of fa-
cilities for radio, television, and digital 
transmission and reception; the purchase, 
rent, and installation of necessary equip-
ment for radio, television, and digital trans-
mission and reception, including to Cuba, as 
authorized; and physical security worldwide, 
in addition to amounts otherwise available 
for such purposes, $4,800,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, as authorized. 

RELATED PROGRAMS 
THE ASIA FOUNDATION 

For a grant to The Asia Foundation, as au-
thorized by The Asia Foundation Act (22 
U.S.C. 4402), $17,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE 
For necessary expenses of the United 

States Institute of Peace, as authorized by 
the United States Institute of Peace Act (22 
U.S.C. 4601 et seq.), $35,300,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, which 
shall not be used for construction activities. 

CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN-WESTERN 
DIALOGUE TRUST FUND 

For necessary expenses of the Center for 
Middle Eastern-Western Dialogue Trust 
Fund, as authorized by section 633 of the De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and State, 
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2004 (22 U.S.C. 2078), the total 
amount of the interest and earnings accruing 
to such Fund on or before September 30, 2016, 
to remain available until expended. 
EISENHOWER EXCHANGE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses of Eisenhower Ex-
change Fellowships, Incorporated, as author-
ized by sections 4 and 5 of the Eisenhower 
Exchange Fellowship Act of 1990 (20 U.S.C. 
5204–5205), all interest and earnings accruing 
to the Eisenhower Exchange Fellowship Pro-
gram Trust Fund on or before September 30, 
2016, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That none of the funds appropriated 
herein shall be used to pay any salary or 
other compensation, or to enter into any 
contract providing for the payment thereof, 
in excess of the rate authorized by section 

5376 of title 5, United States Code; or for pur-
poses which are not in accordance with sec-
tion 200 of title 2 of the Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, including the restrictions on com-
pensation for personal services. 

ISRAELI ARAB SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses of the Israeli Arab 

Scholarship Program, as authorized by sec-
tion 214 of the Foreign Relations Authoriza-
tion Act, Fiscal Years 1992 and 1993 (22 U.S.C. 
2452), all interest and earnings accruing to 
the Israeli Arab Scholarship Fund on or be-
fore September 30, 2016, to remain available 
until expended. 

EAST-WEST CENTER 
To enable the Secretary of State to provide 

for carrying out the provisions of the Center 
for Cultural and Technical Interchange Be-
tween East and West Act of 1960, by grant to 
the Center for Cultural and Technical Inter-
change Between East and West in the State 
of Hawaii, $16,700,000. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY 
For grants made by the Department of 

State to the National Endowment for De-
mocracy, as authorized by the National En-
dowment for Democracy Act (22 U.S.C. 4412), 
$170,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $117,500,000 shall be allo-
cated in the traditional and customary man-
ner, including for the core institutes, and 
$52,500,000 shall be for democracy programs. 

OTHER COMMISSIONS 
COMMISSION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 

AMERICA’S HERITAGE ABROAD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Commission 
for the Preservation of America’s Heritage 
Abroad, $676,000, as authorized by chapter 
3123 of title 54, United States Code: Provided, 
That the Commission may procure tem-
porary, intermittent, and other services not-
withstanding paragraph (3) of section 
312304(b) of such chapter: Provided further, 
That such authority shall terminate on Oc-
tober 1, 2016: Provided further, That the Com-
mission shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations prior to exercising such author-
ity. 

UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON 
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the United 

States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, as authorized by title II of 
the International Religious Freedom Act of 
1998 (22 U.S.C. 6431 et seq.), $3,500,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, in-
cluding not more than $4,000 for representa-
tion expenses. 
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN 

EUROPE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Commission 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, as 
authorized by Public Law 94–304, $2,579,000, 
including not more than $4,000 for represen-
tation expenses, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

CONGRESSIONAL-EXECUTIVE COMMISSION ON 
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Congres-

sional-Executive Commission on the People’s 
Republic of China, as authorized by title III 
of the U.S.-China Relations Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 6911 et seq.), $2,000,000, including not 
more than $3,000 for representation expenses, 
to remain available until September 30, 2017. 

UNITED STATES-CHINA ECONOMIC AND 
SECURITY REVIEW COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the United 

States-China Economic and Security Review 

Commission, as authorized by section 1238 of 
the Floyd D. Spence National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (22 
U.S.C. 7002), $3,500,000, including not more 
than $4,000 for representation expenses, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017: 
Provided, That the authorities, requirements, 
limitations, and conditions contained in the 
second through sixth provisos under this 
heading in the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 2010 (division F of Public Law 
111–117) shall continue in effect during fiscal 
year 2016 and shall apply to funds appro-
priated under this heading as if included in 
this Act. 

TITLE II 
UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of section 667 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $1,143,614,000, of which 
up to $171,542,000 may remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That none of 
the funds appropriated under this heading 
and under the heading ‘‘Capital Investment 
Fund’’ in this title may be made available to 
finance the construction (including architect 
and engineering services), purchase, or long- 
term lease of offices for use by the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), unless the USAID Adminis-
trator has identified such proposed use of 
funds in a report submitted to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations at least 15 days prior 
to the obligation of funds for such purposes: 
Provided further, That contracts or agree-
ments entered into with funds appropriated 
under this heading may entail commitments 
for the expenditure of such funds through 
the following fiscal year: Provided further, 
That the authority of sections 610 and 109 of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 may be 
exercised by the Secretary of State to trans-
fer funds appropriated to carry out chapter 1 
of part I of such Act to ‘‘Operating Ex-
penses’’ in accordance with the provisions of 
those sections: Provided further, That of the 
funds appropriated or made available under 
this heading, not to exceed $250,000 may be 
available for representation and entertain-
ment expenses, of which not to exceed $5,000 
may be available for entertainment ex-
penses, and not to exceed $100,500 shall be for 
official residence expenses, for USAID during 
the current fiscal year. 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT FUND 
For necessary expenses for overseas con-

struction and related costs, and for the pro-
curement and enhancement of information 
technology and related capital investments, 
pursuant to section 667 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, $168,300,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That this 
amount is in addition to funds otherwise 
available for such purposes: Provided further, 
That funds appropriated under this heading 
shall be available subject to the regular noti-
fication procedures of the Committees on 
Appropriations. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of section 667 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $66,000,000, of which up 
to $9,900,000 may remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for the Office of Inspector 
General of the United States Agency for 
International Development. 

TITLE III 
BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 

For necessary expenses to enable the Presi-
dent to carry out the provisions of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, and for other 
purposes, as follows: 
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GLOBAL HEALTH PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of chapters 1 and 10 of part I of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, for global 
health activities, in addition to funds other-
wise available for such purposes, 
$2,833,450,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and which shall be appor-
tioned directly to the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID): Pro-
vided, That this amount shall be made avail-
able for training, equipment, and technical 
assistance to build the capacity of public 
health institutions and organizations in de-
veloping countries, and for such activities 
as: (1) child survival and maternal health 
programs; (2) immunization and oral re-
hydration programs; (3) other health, nutri-
tion, water and sanitation programs which 
directly address the needs of mothers and 
children, and related education programs; (4) 
assistance for children displaced or orphaned 
by causes other than AIDS; (5) programs for 
the prevention, treatment, control of, and 
research on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, polio, 
malaria, and other infectious diseases in-
cluding neglected tropical diseases, and for 
assistance to communities severely affected 
by HIV/AIDS, including children infected or 
affected by AIDS; (6) disaster preparedness 
training for health crises; and (7) family 
planning/reproductive health: Provided fur-
ther, That funds appropriated under this 
paragraph may be made available for a 
United States contribution to the GAVI Alli-
ance: Provided further, That none of the funds 
made available in this Act nor any unobli-
gated balances from prior appropriations 
Acts may be made available to any organiza-
tion or program which, as determined by the 
President of the United States, supports or 
participates in the management of a pro-
gram of coercive abortion or involuntary 
sterilization: Provided further, That any de-
termination made under the previous proviso 
must be made not later than 6 months after 
the date of enactment of this Act, and must 
be accompanied by the evidence and criteria 
utilized to make the determination: Provided 
further, That none of the funds made avail-
able under this Act may be used to pay for 
the performance of abortion as a method of 
family planning or to motivate or coerce any 
person to practice abortions: Provided fur-
ther, That nothing in this paragraph shall be 
construed to alter any existing statutory 
prohibitions against abortion under section 
104 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds made 
available under this Act may be used to 
lobby for or against abortion: Provided fur-
ther, That in order to reduce reliance on 
abortion in developing nations, funds shall 
be available only to voluntary family plan-
ning projects which offer, either directly or 
through referral to, or information about ac-
cess to, a broad range of family planning 
methods and services, and that any such vol-
untary family planning project shall meet 
the following requirements: (1) service pro-
viders or referral agents in the project shall 
not implement or be subject to quotas, or 
other numerical targets, of total number of 
births, number of family planning acceptors, 
or acceptors of a particular method of family 
planning (this provision shall not be con-
strued to include the use of quantitative es-
timates or indicators for budgeting and plan-
ning purposes); (2) the project shall not in-
clude payment of incentives, bribes, gratu-
ities, or financial reward to: (A) an indi-
vidual in exchange for becoming a family 
planning acceptor; or (B) program personnel 
for achieving a numerical target or quota of 
total number of births, number of family 
planning acceptors, or acceptors of a par-
ticular method of family planning; (3) the 

project shall not deny any right or benefit, 
including the right of access to participate 
in any program of general welfare or the 
right of access to health care, as a con-
sequence of any individual’s decision not to 
accept family planning services; (4) the 
project shall provide family planning accep-
tors comprehensible information on the 
health benefits and risks of the method cho-
sen, including those conditions that might 
render the use of the method inadvisable and 
those adverse side effects known to be con-
sequent to the use of the method; and (5) the 
project shall ensure that experimental con-
traceptive drugs and devices and medical 
procedures are provided only in the context 
of a scientific study in which participants 
are advised of potential risks and benefits; 
and, not less than 60 days after the date on 
which the USAID Administrator determines 
that there has been a violation of the re-
quirements contained in paragraph (1), (2), 
(3), or (5) of this proviso, or a pattern or 
practice of violations of the requirements 
contained in paragraph (4) of this proviso, 
the Administrator shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations a report con-
taining a description of such violation and 
the corrective action taken by the Agency: 
Provided further, That in awarding grants for 
natural family planning under section 104 of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 no appli-
cant shall be discriminated against because 
of such applicant’s religious or conscientious 
commitment to offer only natural family 
planning; and, additionally, all such appli-
cants shall comply with the requirements of 
the previous proviso: Provided further, That 
for purposes of this or any other Act author-
izing or appropriating funds for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and re-
lated programs, the term ‘‘motivate’’, as it 
relates to family planning assistance, shall 
not be construed to prohibit the provision, 
consistent with local law, of information or 
counseling about all pregnancy options: Pro-
vided further, That information provided 
about the use of condoms as part of projects 
or activities that are funded from amounts 
appropriated by this Act shall be medically 
accurate and shall include the public health 
benefits and failure rates of such use. 

In addition, for necessary expenses to 
carry out the provisions of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 for the prevention, treat-
ment, and control of, and research on, HIV/ 
AIDS, $5,670,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020, which shall be appor-
tioned directly to the Department of State: 
Provided, That funds appropriated under this 
paragraph may be made available, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, except 
for the United States Leadership Against 
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Act of 
2003 (Public Law 108–25), as amended, for a 
United States contribution to the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Ma-
laria (Global Fund), and shall be expended at 
the minimum rate necessary to make timely 
payment for projects and activities: Provided 
further, That the amount of such contribu-
tion should be $1,350,000,000: Provided further, 
That section 202(d)(4)(A)(i) and (vi) of Public 
Law 108–25, as amended, shall be applied with 
respect to such funds made available for fis-
cal years 2015 and 2016 by substituting ‘‘2004’’ 
for ‘‘2009’’: Provided further, That up to 5 per-
cent of the aggregate amount of funds made 
available to the Global Fund in fiscal year 
2016 may be made available to USAID for 
technical assistance related to the activities 
of the Global Fund, subject to the regular 
notification procedures of the Committees 
on Appropriations: Provided further, That of 
the funds appropriated under this paragraph, 
up to $17,000,000 may be made available, in 
addition to amounts otherwise available for 
such purposes, for administrative expenses of 

the Office of the United States Global AIDS 
Coordinator. 

DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of sections 103, 105, 106, 214, and 
sections 251 through 255, and chapter 10 of 
part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, 
$2,780,971,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

INTERNATIONAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of section 491 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 for international disaster 
relief, rehabilitation, and reconstruction as-
sistance, $874,763,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

TRANSITION INITIATIVES 
For necessary expenses for international 

disaster rehabilitation and reconstruction 
assistance administered by the Office of 
Transition Initiatives, United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID), pur-
suant to section 491 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, $30,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, to support transition to 
democracy and long-term development of 
countries in crisis: Provided, That such sup-
port may include assistance to develop, 
strengthen, or preserve democratic institu-
tions and processes, revitalize basic infra-
structure, and foster the peaceful resolution 
of conflict: Provided further, That the USAID 
Administrator shall submit a report to the 
Committees on Appropriations at least 5 
days prior to beginning a new program of as-
sistance: Provided further, That if the Sec-
retary of State determines that it is impor-
tant to the national interest of the United 
States to provide transition assistance in ex-
cess of the amount appropriated under this 
heading, up to $15,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated by this Act to carry out the provi-
sions of part I of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 may be used for purposes of this head-
ing and under the authorities applicable to 
funds appropriated under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available pur-
suant to the previous proviso shall be made 
available subject to prior consultation with 
the Committees on Appropriations. 

COMPLEX CRISES FUND 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 to support programs and activities to 
prevent or respond to emerging or unfore-
seen foreign challenges and complex crises 
overseas, $10,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That funds appro-
priated under this heading may be made 
available on such terms and conditions as 
are appropriate and necessary for the pur-
poses of preventing or responding to such 
challenges and crises, except that no funds 
shall be made available for lethal assistance 
or to respond to natural disasters: Provided 
further, That funds appropriated under this 
heading may be made available notwith-
standing any other provision of law, except 
sections 7007, 7008, and 7018 of this Act and 
section 620M of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated under this heading may be used for 
administrative expenses, in addition to funds 
otherwise made available for such purposes, 
except that such expenses may not exceed 5 
percent of the funds appropriated under this 
heading: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated under this heading shall be subject to 
the regular notification procedures of the 
Committees on Appropriations, except that 
such notifications shall be transmitted at 
least 5 days prior to the obligation of funds. 

DEVELOPMENT CREDIT AUTHORITY 
For the cost of direct loans and loan guar-

antees provided by the United States Agency 
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for International Development (USAID), as 
authorized by sections 256 and 635 of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, up to $40,000,000 
may be derived by transfer from funds appro-
priated by this Act to carry out part I of 
such Act and under the heading ‘‘Assistance 
for Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’: Pro-
vided, That funds provided under this para-
graph and funds provided as a gift that are 
used for purposes of this paragraph pursuant 
to section 635(d) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 shall be made available only for 
micro- and small enterprise programs, urban 
programs, and other programs which further 
the purposes of part I of such Act: Provided 
further, That such costs, including the cost 
of modifying such direct and guaranteed 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as amend-
ed: Provided further, That funds made avail-
able by this paragraph may be used for the 
cost of modifying any such guaranteed loans 
under this Act or prior Acts making appro-
priations for the Department of State, for-
eign operations, and related programs, and 
funds used for such costs shall be subject to 
the regular notification procedures of the 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided fur-
ther, That the provisions of section 107A(d) 
(relating to general provisions applicable to 
the Development Credit Authority) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as contained 
in section 306 of H.R. 1486 as reported by the 
House Committee on International Relations 
on May 9, 1997, shall be applicable to direct 
loans and loan guarantees provided under 
this heading, except that the principal 
amount of loans made or guaranteed under 
this heading with respect to any single coun-
try shall not exceed $300,000,000: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds are available to sub-
sidize total loan principal, any portion of 
which is to be guaranteed, of up to 
$1,500,000,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out credit programs administered by 
USAID, $8,120,000, which may be transferred 
to, and merged with, funds made available 
under the heading ‘‘Operating Expenses’’ in 
title II of this Act: Provided, That funds 
made available under this heading shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018. 

ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUND 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of chapter 4 of part II of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, $1,896,315,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017. 

DEMOCRACY FUND 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 for the promotion of democracy glob-
ally, $150,500,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017, of which $88,500,000 shall 
be made available for the Human Rights and 
Democracy Fund of the Bureau of Democ-
racy, Human Rights and Labor, Department 
of State, and $62,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, 
and Humanitarian Assistance, United States 
Agency for International Development. 

ASSISTANCE FOR EUROPE, EURASIA AND 
CENTRAL ASIA 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, the FREEDOM Support Act (Public Law 
102–511), and the Support for Eastern Euro-
pean Democracy (SEED) Act of 1989 (Public 
Law 101–179), $491,119,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017, which shall be 
available, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, except section 7070 of this Act, 
for assistance and related programs for coun-
tries identified in section 3 of Public Law 
102–511 and section 3(c) of Public Law 101–179, 
in addition to funds otherwise available for 
such purposes: Provided, That funds appro-

priated by this Act under the headings 
‘‘Global Health Programs’’ and ‘‘Economic 
Support Fund’’ that are made available for 
assistance for such countries shall be admin-
istered in accordance with the responsibil-
ities of the coordinator designated pursuant 
to section 102 of Public Law 102–511 and sec-
tion 601 of Public Law 101–179: Provided fur-
ther, That funds appropriated under this 
heading shall be considered to be economic 
assistance under the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 for purposes of making available the 
administrative authorities contained in that 
Act for the use of economic assistance. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
MIGRATION AND REFUGEE ASSISTANCE 

For necessary expenses not otherwise pro-
vided for, to enable the Secretary of State to 
carry out the provisions of section 2(a) and 
(b) of the Migration and Refugee Assistance 
Act of 1962, and other activities to meet ref-
ugee and migration needs; salaries and ex-
penses of personnel and dependents as au-
thorized by the Foreign Service Act of 1980; 
allowances as authorized by sections 5921 
through 5925 of title 5, United States Code; 
purchase and hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles; and services as authorized by section 
3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
$931,886,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not less than $35,000,000 
shall be made available to respond to small- 
scale emergency humanitarian require-
ments, and $10,000,000 shall be made available 
for refugees resettling in Israel. 

UNITED STATES EMERGENCY REFUGEE AND 
MIGRATION ASSISTANCE FUND 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of section 2(c) of the Migration 
and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 2601(c)), $50,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 
PEACE CORPS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 
2501 et seq.), including the purchase of not to 
exceed five passenger motor vehicles for ad-
ministrative purposes for use outside of the 
United States, $410,000,000, of which $5,150,000 
is for the Office of Inspector General, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided, That the Director of the Peace Corps 
may transfer to the Foreign Currency Fluc-
tuations Account, as authorized by section 
16 of the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2515), an 
amount not to exceed $5,000,000: Provided fur-
ther, That funds transferred pursuant to the 
previous proviso may not be derived from 
amounts made available for Peace Corps 
overseas operations: Provided further, That of 
the funds appropriated under this heading, 
not to exceed $104,000 may be available for 
representation expenses, of which not to ex-
ceed $4,000 may be made available for enter-
tainment expenses: Provided further, That 
any decision to open, close, significantly re-
duce, or suspend a domestic or overseas of-
fice or country program shall be subject to 
prior consultation with, and the regular no-
tification procedures of, the Committees on 
Appropriations, except that prior consulta-
tion and regular notification procedures may 
be waived when there is a substantial secu-
rity risk to volunteers or other Peace Corps 
personnel, pursuant to section 7015(e) of this 
Act: Provided further, That none of the funds 
appropriated under this heading shall be 
used to pay for abortions: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding the previous proviso, 
section 614 of division E of Public Law 113–76 
shall apply to funds appropriated under this 
heading. 

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of the Millennium Challenge Act 

of 2003 (22 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.) (MCA), 
$901,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the funds appro-
priated under this heading, up to $105,000,000 
may be available for administrative expenses 
of the Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(the Corporation): Provided further, That up 
to 5 percent of the funds appropriated under 
this heading may be made available to carry 
out the purposes of section 616 of the MCA 
for fiscal year 2016: Provided further, That 
section 605(e) of the MCA shall apply to 
funds appropriated under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under 
this heading may be made available for a 
Millennium Challenge Compact entered into 
pursuant to section 609 of the MCA only if 
such Compact obligates, or contains a com-
mitment to obligate subject to the avail-
ability of funds and the mutual agreement of 
the parties to the Compact to proceed, the 
entire amount of the United States Govern-
ment funding anticipated for the duration of 
the Compact: Provided further, That the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation shall 
notify the Committees on Appropriations 
not later than 15 days prior to commencing 
negotiations for any country compact or 
threshold country program; signing any such 
compact or threshold program; or termi-
nating or suspending any such compact or 
threshold program: Provided further, That 
funds appropriated under this heading by 
this Act and prior Acts making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs that are 
available to implement section 609(g) of the 
MCA shall be subject to the regular notifica-
tion procedures of the Committees on Appro-
priations: Provided further, That no country 
should be eligible for a threshold program 
after such country has completed a country 
compact: Provided further, That any funds 
that are deobligated from a Millennium 
Challenge Compact shall be subject to the 
regular notification procedures of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations prior to re-obliga-
tion: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
section 606(a)(2) of the MCA, a country shall 
be a candidate country for purposes of eligi-
bility for assistance for the fiscal year if the 
country has a per capita income equal to or 
below the World Bank’s lower middle income 
country threshold for the fiscal year and is 
among the 75 lowest per capita income coun-
tries as identified by the World Bank; and 
the country meets the requirements of sec-
tion 606(a)(1)(B) of the MCA: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 606(b)(1) of the 
MCA, in addition to countries described in 
the preceding proviso, a country shall be a 
candidate country for purposes of eligibility 
for assistance for the fiscal year if the coun-
try has a per capita income equal to or below 
the World Bank’s lower middle income coun-
try threshold for the fiscal year and is not 
among the 75 lowest per capita income coun-
tries as identified by the World Bank; and 
the country meets the requirements of sec-
tion 606(a)(1)(B) of the MCA: Provided further, 
That any Millennium Challenge Corporation 
candidate country under section 606 of the 
MCA with a per capita income that changes 
in the fiscal year such that the country 
would be reclassified from a low income 
country to a lower middle income country or 
from a lower middle income country to a low 
income country shall retain its candidacy 
status in its former income classification for 
the fiscal year and the 2 subsequent fiscal 
years: Provided further, That publication in 
the Federal Register of a notice of avail-
ability of a copy of a Compact on the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation Web site shall 
be deemed to satisfy the requirements of sec-
tion 610(b)(2) of the MCA for such Compact: 
Provided further, That none of the funds made 
available by this Act or prior Acts making 
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appropriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs 
shall be available for a threshold program in 
a country that is not currently a candidate 
country: Provided further, That the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall 
provide to the appropriate congressional 
committees a review of authorities that may 
allow the Millennium Challenge Corporation 
to obligate funds that are unobligated from 
prior fiscal years for compacts in countries 
that are not eligible for a compact in the 
current fiscal year: Provided further, That 
such review shall include an assessment as 
set forth in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this Consolidated Act): Provided 
further, That funds appropriated under this 
heading shall be used on a reimbursable basis 
for such review: Provided further, That of the 
funds appropriated under this heading, not 
to exceed $100,000 may be available for rep-
resentation and entertainment expenses, of 
which not to exceed $5,000 may be available 
for entertainment expenses. 

INTER-AMERICAN FOUNDATION 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

functions of the Inter-American Foundation 
in accordance with the provisions of section 
401 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1969, 
$22,500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That of the funds 
appropriated under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $2,000 may be available for representa-
tion expenses. 

UNITED STATES AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
FOUNDATION 

For necessary expenses to carry out title V 
of the International Security and Develop-
ment Cooperation Act of 1980 (Public Law 96– 
533), $30,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017, of which not to exceed 
$2,000 may be available for representation ex-
penses: Provided, That funds made available 
to grantees may be invested pending expend-
iture for project purposes when authorized 
by the Board of Directors of the United 
States African Development Foundation 
(USADF): Provided further, That interest 
earned shall be used only for the purposes for 
which the grant was made: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 505(a)(2) of the 
African Development Foundation Act, in ex-
ceptional circumstances the Board of Direc-
tors of the USADF may waive the $250,000 
limitation contained in that section with re-
spect to a project and a project may exceed 
the limitation by up to 10 percent if the in-
crease is due solely to foreign currency fluc-
tuation: Provided further, That the USADF 
shall submit a report to the Committees on 
Appropriations after each time such waiver 
authority is exercised: Provided further, That 
the USADF may make rent or lease pay-
ments in advance from appropriations avail-
able for such purpose for offices, buildings, 
grounds, and quarters in Africa as may be 
necessary to carry out its functions: Provided 
further, That the USADF may maintain bank 
accounts outside the United States Treasury 
and retain any interest earned on such ac-
counts, in furtherance of the purposes of the 
African Foundation Development Act: Pro-
vided further, That the USADF may not with-
draw any appropriation from the Treasury 
prior to the need of spending such funds for 
program purposes. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of section 129 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $23,500,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2018, which 
shall be available notwithstanding any other 
provision of law. 

TITLE IV 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT 
For necessary expenses to carry out sec-

tion 481 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, $894,821,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That the provi-
sion of assistance by any other United States 
Government department or agency which is 
comparable to assistance that may be made 
available under this heading, but which is 
provided under any other provision of law, 
should be provided only with the concur-
rence of the Secretary of State and in ac-
cordance with the provisions of sections 
481(b) and 622(c) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961: Provided further, That the De-
partment of State may use the authority of 
section 608 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, without regard to its restrictions, to re-
ceive excess property from an agency of the 
United States Government for the purpose of 
providing such property to a foreign country 
or international organization under chapter 
8 of part I of that Act, subject to the regular 
notification procedures of the Committees 
on Appropriations: Provided further, That 
section 482(b) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 shall not apply to funds appropriated 
under this heading, except that any funds 
made available notwithstanding such section 
shall be subject to the regular notification 
procedures of the Committees on Appropria-
tions: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated under this heading shall be made 
available to support training and technical 
assistance for foreign law enforcement, cor-
rections, and other judicial authorities, uti-
lizing regional partners: Provided further, 
That not less than $54,975,000 of the funds ap-
propriated under this heading shall be trans-
ferred to, and merged with, funds appro-
priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘As-
sistance for Europe, Eurasia and Central 
Asia’’, which shall be available for the same 
purposes as funds appropriated under this 
heading: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this heading that are trans-
ferred to another department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States Govern-
ment pursuant to section 632(b) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 valued in excess 
of $5,000,000, and any agreement made pursu-
ant to section 632(a) of such Act, shall be 
subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

NONPROLIFERATION, ANTI-TERRORISM, 
DEMINING AND RELATED PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses for nonprolifera-
tion, anti-terrorism, demining and related 
programs and activities, $506,381,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, to 
carry out the provisions of chapter 8 of part 
II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 for 
anti-terrorism assistance, chapter 9 of part 
II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, sec-
tion 504 of the FREEDOM Support Act, sec-
tion 23 of the Arms Export Control Act, or 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 for 
demining activities, the clearance of 
unexploded ordnance, the destruction of 
small arms, and related activities, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, includ-
ing activities implemented through non-
governmental and international organiza-
tions, and section 301 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 for a United States contribu-
tion to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty Preparatory Commission, and for a 
voluntary contribution to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA): Provided, 
That the Secretary of State shall inform the 
appropriate congressional committees of in-
formation regarding any separate arrange-

ments relating to the ‘‘Road-map for the 
Clarification of Past and Present Out-
standing Issues Regarding Iran’s Nuclear 
Program’’ between the IAEA and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, in classified form if nec-
essary, if such information becomes known 
to the Department of State: Provided further, 
That for the clearance of unexploded ord-
nance, the Secretary of State should 
prioritize those areas where such ordnance 
was caused by the United States: Provided 
further, That funds made available under this 
heading for the Nonproliferation and Disar-
mament Fund shall be available notwith-
standing any other provision of law and sub-
ject to prior consultation with, and the reg-
ular notification procedures of, the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, to promote bilateral 
and multilateral activities relating to non-
proliferation, disarmament, and weapons de-
struction, and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That such funds 
may also be used for such countries other 
than the Independent States of the former 
Soviet Union and international organiza-
tions when it is in the national security in-
terest of the United States to do so: Provided 
further, That funds appropriated under this 
heading may be made available for the IAEA 
unless the Secretary of State determines 
that Israel is being denied its right to par-
ticipate in the activities of that Agency: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available 
under this heading for the Counterterrorism 
Partnerships Fund shall be subject to the 
regular notification procedures of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations: Provided further, 
That funds made available for conventional 
weapons destruction programs, including 
demining and related activities, in addition 
to funds otherwise available for such pur-
poses, may be used for administrative ex-
penses related to the operation and manage-
ment of such programs and activities, sub-
ject to the regular notification procedures of 
the Committees on Appropriations. 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of section 551 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $131,361,000: Provided, 
That funds appropriated under this heading 
may be used, notwithstanding section 660 of 
such Act, to provide assistance to enhance 
the capacity of foreign civilian security 
forces, including gendarmes, to participate 
in peacekeeping operations: Provided further, 
That of the funds appropriated under this 
heading, not less than $35,000,000 shall be 
made available for a United States contribu-
tion to the Multinational Force and Observ-
ers mission in the Sinai: Provided further, 
That none of the funds appropriated under 
this heading shall be obligated except as pro-
vided through the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of section 541 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $108,115,000, of which up 
to $4,000,000 may remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That the civilian 
personnel for whom military education and 
training may be provided under this heading 
may include civilians who are not members 
of a government whose participation would 
contribute to improved civil-military rela-
tions, civilian control of the military, or re-
spect for human rights: Provided further, 
That of the funds appropriated under this 
heading, not to exceed $55,000 may be avail-
able for entertainment expenses. 
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FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses for grants to en-
able the President to carry out the provi-
sions of section 23 of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, $4,737,522,000: Provided, That to ex-
pedite the provision of assistance to foreign 
countries and international organizations, 
the Secretary of State, following consulta-
tion with the Committees on Appropriations 
and subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of such Committees, may use the funds 
appropriated under this heading to procure 
defense articles and services to enhance the 
capacity of foreign security forces: Provided 
further, That of the funds appropriated under 
this heading, not less than $3,100,000,000 shall 
be available for grants only for Israel, and 
funds are available for assistance for Jordan 
and Egypt subject to section 7041 of this Act: 
Provided further, That the funds appropriated 
under this heading for assistance for Israel 
shall be disbursed within 30 days of enact-
ment of this Act: Provided further, That to 
the extent that the Government of Israel re-
quests that funds be used for such purposes, 
grants made available for Israel under this 
heading shall, as agreed by the United States 
and Israel, be available for advanced weap-
ons systems, of which not less than 
$815,300,000 shall be available for the procure-
ment in Israel of defense articles and defense 
services, including research and develop-
ment: Provided further, That none of the 
funds made available under this heading 
shall be made available to support or con-
tinue any program initially funded under the 
authority of section 1206 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 
(Public Law 109–163; 119 Stat. 3456), or section 
2282 of title 10, United States Code, unless 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Defense, has justified such 
program to the Committees on Appropria-
tions: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available under 
this heading shall be nonrepayable notwith-
standing any requirement in section 23 of the 
Arms Export Control Act: Provided further, 
That funds made available under this head-
ing shall be obligated upon apportionment in 
accordance with paragraph (5)(C) of section 
1501(a) of title 31, United States Code. 

None of the funds made available under 
this heading shall be available to finance the 
procurement of defense articles, defense 
services, or design and construction services 
that are not sold by the United States Gov-
ernment under the Arms Export Control Act 
unless the foreign country proposing to 
make such procurement has first signed an 
agreement with the United States Govern-
ment specifying the conditions under which 
such procurement may be financed with such 
funds: Provided, That all country and funding 
level increases in allocations shall be sub-
mitted through the regular notification pro-
cedures of section 7015 of this Act: Provided 
further, That funds made available under this 
heading may be used, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, for demining, the 
clearance of unexploded ordnance, and re-
lated activities, and may include activities 
implemented through nongovernmental and 
international organizations: Provided further, 
That only those countries for which assist-
ance was justified for the ‘‘Foreign Military 
Sales Financing Program’’ in the fiscal year 
1989 congressional presentation for security 
assistance programs may utilize funds made 
available under this heading for procurement 
of defense articles, defense services, or de-
sign and construction services that are not 
sold by the United States Government under 
the Arms Export Control Act: Provided fur-
ther, That funds appropriated under this 
heading shall be expended at the minimum 
rate necessary to make timely payment for 

defense articles and services: Provided fur-
ther, That not more than $75,000,000 of the 
funds appropriated under this heading may 
be obligated for necessary expenses, includ-
ing the purchase of passenger motor vehicles 
for replacement only for use outside of the 
United States, for the general costs of ad-
ministering military assistance and sales, 
except that this limitation may be exceeded 
only through the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations: 
Provided further, That of the funds made 
available under this heading for general 
costs of administering military assistance 
and sales, not to exceed $4,000 may be avail-
able for entertainment expenses and not to 
exceed $130,000 may be available for represen-
tation expenses: Provided further, That not 
more than $904,000,000 of funds realized pur-
suant to section 21(e)(1)(A) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act may be obligated for ex-
penses incurred by the Department of De-
fense during fiscal year 2016 pursuant to sec-
tion 43(b) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
except that this limitation may be exceeded 
only through the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

TITLE V 
MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE 

FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of section 301 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, and of section 2 of the 
United Nations Environment Program Par-
ticipation Act of 1973, $339,000,000, of which 
up to $10,000,000 may be made available for 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change/United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change: Provided, That sec-
tion 307(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 shall not apply to contributions to the 
United Nations Democracy Fund. 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY 

For payment to the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development as trustee 
for the Global Environment Facility by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, $168,263,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 

For payment to the International Develop-
ment Association by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, $1,197,128,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL BANK 
FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

For payment to the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury for the United States 
share of the paid-in portion of the increases 
in capital stock, $186,957,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

LIMITATION ON CALLABLE CAPITAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The United States Governor of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment may subscribe without fiscal year 
limitation to the callable capital portion of 
the United States share of increases in cap-
ital stock in an amount not to exceed 
$2,928,990,899. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE CLEAN TECHNOLOGY 
FUND 

For payment to the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development as trustee 
for the Clean Technology Fund by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, $170,680,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE 
FUND 

For payment to the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development as trustee 

for the Strategic Climate Fund by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, $49,900,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE INTER-AMERICAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK 

For payment to the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury for the United States share of the paid- 
in portion of the increase in capital stock, 
$102,020,448, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

LIMITATION ON CALLABLE CAPITAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The United States Governor of the Inter- 
American Development Bank may subscribe 
without fiscal year limitation to the callable 
capital portion of the United States share of 
such capital stock in an amount not to ex-
ceed $4,098,794,833. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 
BANK 

For payment to the Asian Development 
Bank by the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the United States share of the paid-in por-
tion of increase in capital stock, $5,608,435, to 
remain available until expended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 

For payment to the Asian Development 
Bank’s Asian Development Fund by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, $104,977,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
BANK 

For payment to the African Development 
Bank by the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the United States share of the paid-in por-
tion of the increase in capital stock, 
$34,118,027, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

LIMITATION ON CALLABLE CAPITAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The United States Governor of the African 
Development Bank may subscribe without 
fiscal year limitation to the callable capital 
portion of the United States share of such 
capital stock in an amount not to exceed 
$507,860,808. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 

For payment to the African Development 
Fund by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
$175,668,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL FUND 
FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

For payment to the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, $31,930,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

GLOBAL AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 
PROGRAM 

For payment to the Global Agriculture and 
Food Security Program by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, $43,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE NORTH AMERICAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK 

For payment to the North American Devel-
opment Bank by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury for the United States share of the paid- 
in portion of the increase in capital stock, 
$10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

LIMITATION ON CALLABLE CAPITAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The Secretary of the Treasury may sub-
scribe without fiscal year limitation to the 
callable capital portion of the United States 
share of such capital stock in an amount not 
to exceed $255,000,000. 
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TITLE VI 

EXPORT AND INVESTMENT ASSISTANCE 
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as 
amended, $6,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017. 

PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
The Export-Import Bank (the Bank) of the 

United States is authorized to make such ex-
penditures within the limits of funds and 
borrowing authority available to such cor-
poration, and in accordance with law, and to 
make such contracts and commitments with-
out regard to fiscal year limitations, as pro-
vided by section 104 of the Government Cor-
poration Control Act, as may be necessary in 
carrying out the program for the current fis-
cal year for such corporation: Provided, That 
none of the funds available during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to make expend-
itures, contracts, or commitments for the 
export of nuclear equipment, fuel, or tech-
nology to any country, other than a nuclear- 
weapon state as defined in Article IX of the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons eligible to receive economic or 
military assistance under this Act, that has 
detonated a nuclear explosive after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
For administrative expenses to carry out 

the direct and guaranteed loan and insurance 
programs, including hire of passenger motor 
vehicles and services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, and 
not to exceed $30,000 for official reception 
and representation expenses for members of 
the Board of Directors, not to exceed 
$106,250,000: Provided, That the Export-Im-
port Bank (the Bank) may accept, and use, 
payment or services provided by transaction 
participants for legal, financial, or technical 
services in connection with any transaction 
for which an application for a loan, guar-
antee or insurance commitment has been 
made: Provided further, That the Bank shall 
charge fees for necessary expenses (including 
special services performed on a contract or 
fee basis, but not including other personal 
services) in connection with the collection of 
moneys owed the Bank, repossession or sale 
of pledged collateral or other assets acquired 
by the Bank in satisfaction of moneys owed 
the Bank, or the investigation or appraisal 
of any property, or the evaluation of the 
legal, financial, or technical aspects of any 
transaction for which an application for a 
loan, guarantee or insurance commitment 
has been made, or systems infrastructure di-
rectly supporting transactions: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to other funds appro-
priated for administrative expenses, such 
fees shall be credited to this account for such 
purposes, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

RECEIPTS COLLECTED 
Receipts collected pursuant to the Export- 

Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended, and 
the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990, as 
amended, in an amount not to exceed the 
amount appropriated herein, shall be cred-
ited as offsetting collections to this account: 
Provided, That the sums herein appropriated 
from the General Fund shall be reduced on a 
dollar-for-dollar basis by such offsetting col-
lections so as to result in a final fiscal year 
appropriation from the General Fund esti-
mated at $0: Provided further, That amounts 
collected in fiscal year 2016 in excess of obli-
gations, up to $10,000,000 shall become avail-
able on September 1, 2016, and shall remain 
available until September 30, 2019. 

OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION 
NONCREDIT ACCOUNT 

The Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion is authorized to make, without regard 
to fiscal year limitations, as provided by sec-
tion 9104 of title 31, United States Code, such 
expenditures and commitments within the 
limits of funds available to it and in accord-
ance with law as may be necessary: Provided, 
That the amount available for administra-
tive expenses to carry out the credit and in-
surance programs (including an amount for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses which shall not exceed $35,000) shall 
not exceed $62,787,000: Provided further, That 
project-specific transaction costs, including 
direct and indirect costs incurred in claims 
settlements, and other direct costs associ-
ated with services provided to specific inves-
tors or potential investors pursuant to sec-
tion 234 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, shall not be considered administrative 
expenses for the purposes of this heading. 

PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
For the cost of direct and guaranteed 

loans, $20,000,000, as authorized by section 234 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, to be 
derived by transfer from the Overseas Pri-
vate Investment Corporation Noncredit Ac-
count: Provided, That such costs, including 
the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That 
such sums shall be available for direct loan 
obligations and loan guaranty commitments 
incurred or made during fiscal years 2016, 
2017, and 2018: Provided further, That funds so 
obligated in fiscal year 2016 remain available 
for disbursement through 2024; funds obli-
gated in fiscal year 2017 remain available for 
disbursement through 2025; and funds obli-
gated in fiscal year 2018 remain available for 
disbursement through 2026: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration is authorized to undertake any pro-
gram authorized by title IV of chapter 2 of 
part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 
in Iraq: Provided further, That funds made 
available pursuant to the authority of the 
previous proviso shall be subject to the reg-
ular notification procedures of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations. 

In addition, such sums as may be necessary 
for administrative expenses to carry out the 
credit program may be derived from amounts 
available for administrative expenses to 
carry out the credit and insurance programs 
in the Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion Noncredit Account and merged with 
said account. 

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of section 661 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $60,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading, up to $2,500,000 may be made 
available to provide comprehensive procure-
ment advice to foreign governments to sup-
port local procurements funded by the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, the Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration, and the Department of State: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated 
under this heading, not more than $5,000 may 
be available for representation and enter-
tainment expenses. 

TITLE VII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

ALLOWANCES AND DIFFERENTIALS 
SEC. 7001. Funds appropriated under title I 

of this Act shall be available, except as oth-
erwise provided, for allowances and differen-
tials as authorized by subchapter 59 of title 

5, United States Code; for services as author-
ized by section 3109 of such title and for hire 
of passenger transportation pursuant to sec-
tion 1343(b) of title 31, United States Code. 

UNOBLIGATED BALANCES REPORT 
SEC. 7002. Any department or agency of the 

United States Government to which funds 
are appropriated or otherwise made available 
by this Act shall provide to the Committees 
on Appropriations a quarterly accounting of 
cumulative unobligated balances and obli-
gated, but unexpended, balances by program, 
project, and activity, and Treasury Account 
Fund Symbol of all funds received by such 
department or agency in fiscal year 2016 or 
any previous fiscal year, disaggregated by 
fiscal year: Provided, That the report re-
quired by this section should specify by ac-
count the amount of funds obligated pursu-
ant to bilateral agreements which have not 
been further sub-obligated. 

CONSULTING SERVICES 
SEC. 7003. The expenditure of any appro-

priation under title I of this Act for any con-
sulting service through procurement con-
tract, pursuant to section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code, shall be limited to those 
contracts where such expenditures are a 
matter of public record and available for 
public inspection, except where otherwise 
provided under existing law, or under exist-
ing Executive Order issued pursuant to exist-
ing law. 

DIPLOMATIC FACILITIES 
SEC. 7004. (a) CAPITAL SECURITY COST SHAR-

ING.—Of funds provided under title I of this 
Act, except as provided in subsection (b), a 
project to construct a diplomatic facility of 
the United States may not include office 
space or other accommodations for an em-
ployee of a Federal agency or department if 
the Secretary of State determines that such 
department or agency has not provided to 
the Department of State the full amount of 
funding required by subsection (e) of section 
604 of the Secure Embassy Construction and 
Counterterrorism Act of 1999 (as enacted into 
law by section 1000(a)(7) of Public Law 106– 
113 and contained in appendix G of that Act; 
113 Stat. 1501A–453), as amended by section 
629 of the Departments of Commerce, Jus-
tice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2005. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding the pro-
hibition in subsection (a), a project to con-
struct a diplomatic facility of the United 
States may include office space or other ac-
commodations for members of the United 
States Marine Corps. 

(c) NEW DIPLOMATIC FACILITIES.—For the 
purposes of calculating the fiscal year 2016 
costs of providing new United States diplo-
matic facilities in accordance with section 
604(e) of the Secure Embassy Construction 
and Counterterrorism Act of 1999 (22 U.S.C. 
4865 note), the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, shall determine 
the annual program level and agency shares 
in a manner that is proportional to the De-
partment of State’s contribution for this 
purpose. 

(d) CONSULTATION AND NOTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Funds appropriated by this 
Act and prior Acts making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs, which may be 
made available for the acquisition of prop-
erty or award of construction contracts for 
overseas diplomatic facilities during fiscal 
year 2016, shall be subject to prior consulta-
tion with, and the regular notification proce-
dures of, the Committees on Appropriations: 
Provided, That notifications pursuant to this 
subsection shall include the information 
enumerated under the heading ‘‘Embassy Se-
curity, Construction, and Maintenance’’ in 
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House Report 114–154: Provided further, That 
any such notification for a new diplomatic 
facility justified to the Committees on Ap-
propriations in Appendix 1 of the Congres-
sional Budget Justification, Department of 
State, Diplomatic Engagement, Fiscal Year 
2016, or not previously justified to such Com-
mittees, shall also include confirmation that 
the Department of State has completed the 
requisite value engineering studies required 
pursuant to OMB Circular A–131, Value Engi-
neering December 31, 2013 and the Bureau of 
Overseas Building Operations Policy and 
Procedure Directive, P&PD, Cost 02: Value 
Engineering. 

(e) REPORTS.— 
(1) None of the funds appropriated under 

the heading ‘‘Embassy Security, Construc-
tion, and Maintenance’’ in this Act and prior 
Acts making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and re-
lated programs, made available through Fed-
eral agency Capital Security Cost Sharing 
contributions and reimbursements, or gen-
erated from the proceeds of real property 
sales, other than from real property sales lo-
cated in London, United Kingdom, may be 
made available for site acquisition and miti-
gation, planning, design, or construction of 
the New London Embassy: Provided, That the 
reporting requirement contained in section 
7004(f)(2) of the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 2012 (division I of Public Law 
112–74) shall remain in effect during fiscal 
year 2016. 

(2) Within 45 days of enactment of this Act 
and every 4 months thereafter until Sep-
tember 30, 2016, the Secretary of State shall 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations 
a report on the new Mexico City Embassy 
and Beirut Embassy projects: Provided, That 
such report shall include, for each of the 
projects— 

(A) cost projections; 
(B) cost containment efforts; 
(C) project schedule and actual project sta-

tus; 
(D) the impact of currency exchange rate 

fluctuations on project costs; 
(E) revenues derived from, or estimated to 

be derived from, real property sales in Mex-
ico City, Mexico for the embassy project in 
Mexico City and in Beirut, Lebanon for the 
embassy project in Beirut; and 

(F) options for modifying the scope of the 
project in the event that costs escalate 
above amounts justified to the Committees 
on Appropriations in Appendix 1 of the Con-
gressional Budget Justification, Department 
of State Operations, Fiscal Year 2015 for the 
Mexico City Embassy project, and in Appen-
dix 1 of the Congressional Budget Justifica-
tion, Department of State, Diplomatic En-
gagement, Fiscal Year 2016 for the Beirut 
Embassy project. 

(f) INTERIM AND TEMPORARY FACILITIES 
ABROAD.— 

(1) Funds appropriated by this Act under 
the heading ‘‘Embassy Security, Construc-
tion, and Maintenance’’ may be made avail-
able to address security vulnerabilities at in-
terim and temporary facilities abroad, in-
cluding physical security upgrades and local 
guard staffing, except that the amount of 
funds made available for such purposes from 
this Act and prior Acts making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs shall be a 
minimum of $25,000,000: Provided, That the 
uses of such funds should be the responsi-
bility of the Assistant Secretary of State for 
the Bureau of Diplomatic Security and For-
eign Missions, in consultation with the Di-
rector of the Bureau of Overseas Buildings 
Operations: Provided further, That such funds 
shall be subject to prior consultation with 
the Committees on Appropriations. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the opening, closure, or any significant 
modification to an interim or temporary dip-
lomatic facility shall be subject to prior con-
sultation with the appropriate congressional 
committees and the regular notification pro-
cedures of the Committees on Appropria-
tions, except that such consultation and no-
tification may be waived if there is a secu-
rity risk to personnel. 

(3) Not later than 60 days after enactment 
of this Act, the Department of State shall 
document standard operating procedures and 
best practices associated with the delivery, 
construction, and protection of temporary 
structures in high threat and conflict envi-
ronments: Provided, That the Secretary of 
State shall inform the Committees on Appro-
priations after completing such documenta-
tion. 

(g) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—Funds appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Diplomatic and 
Consular Programs’’, including for World-
wide Security Protection, and under the 
heading ‘‘Embassy Security, Construction, 
and Maintenance’’ in titles I and VIII of this 
Act may be transferred to, and merged with, 
funds appropriated by such titles under such 
headings if the Secretary of State deter-
mines and reports to the Committees on Ap-
propriations that to do so is necessary to im-
plement the recommendations of the 
Benghazi Accountability Review Board, or to 
prevent or respond to security situations and 
requirements, following consultation with, 
and subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of, such Committees: Provided, That 
such transfer authority is in addition to any 
transfer authority otherwise available under 
any other provision of law. 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS 
SEC. 7005. Any costs incurred by a depart-

ment or agency funded under title I of this 
Act resulting from personnel actions taken 
in response to funding reductions included in 
this Act shall be absorbed within the total 
budgetary resources available under title I 
to such department or agency: Provided, 
That the authority to transfer funds between 
appropriations accounts as may be necessary 
to carry out this section is provided in addi-
tion to authorities included elsewhere in this 
Act: Provided further, That use of funds to 
carry out this section shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 7015 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure except in compliance 
with the procedures set forth in that section. 

LOCAL GUARD CONTRACTS 
SEC. 7006. In evaluating proposals for local 

guard contracts, the Secretary of State shall 
award contracts in accordance with section 
136 of the Foreign Relations Authorization 
Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 1991 (22 U.S.C. 
4864), except that the Secretary may grant 
authorization to award such contracts on the 
basis of best value as determined by a cost- 
technical tradeoff analysis (as described in 
Federal Acquisition Regulation part 15.101), 
notwithstanding subsection (c)(3) of such 
section: Provided, That the authority in this 
section shall apply to any options for re-
newal that may be exercised under such con-
tracts that are awarded during the current 
fiscal year: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the appropriate congres-
sional committees at least 15 days prior to 
making an award pursuant to this section 
for a local guard and protective service con-
tract for a United States diplomatic facility 
not deemed ‘‘high-risk, high-threat’’. 

PROHIBITION AGAINST DIRECT FUNDING FOR 
CERTAIN COUNTRIES 

SEC. 7007. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available pursuant to ti-
tles III through VI of this Act shall be obli-

gated or expended to finance directly any as-
sistance or reparations for the governments 
of Cuba, North Korea, Iran, or Syria: Pro-
vided, That for purposes of this section, the 
prohibition on obligations or expenditures 
shall include direct loans, credits, insurance, 
and guarantees of the Export-Import Bank 
or its agents. 

COUPS D’ÉTAT 

SEC. 7008. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available pursuant to ti-
tles III through VI of this Act shall be obli-
gated or expended to finance directly any as-
sistance to the government of any country 
whose duly elected head of government is de-
posed by military coup d’état or decree or, 
after the date of enactment of this Act, a 
coup d’état or decree in which the military 
plays a decisive role: Provided, That assist-
ance may be resumed to such government if 
the Secretary of State certifies and reports 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
that subsequent to the termination of assist-
ance a democratically elected government 
has taken office: Provided further, That the 
provisions of this section shall not apply to 
assistance to promote democratic elections 
or public participation in democratic proc-
esses: Provided further, That funds made 
available pursuant to the previous provisos 
shall be subject to the regular notification 
procedures of the Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

TRANSFER AUTHORITY 

SEC. 7009. (a) DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND 
BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS.— 

(1) Not to exceed 5 percent of any appro-
priation made available for the current fiscal 
year for the Department of State under title 
I of this Act may be transferred between, and 
merged with, such appropriations, but no 
such appropriation, except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, shall be increased by more 
than 10 percent by any such transfers, and no 
such transfer may be made to increase the 
appropriation under the heading ‘‘Represen-
tation Expenses’’. 

(2) Not to exceed 5 percent of any appro-
priation made available for the current fiscal 
year for the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors under title I of this Act may be trans-
ferred between, and merged with, such appro-
priations, but no such appropriation, except 
as otherwise specifically provided, shall be 
increased by more than 10 percent by any 
such transfers. 

(3) Any transfer pursuant to this sub-
section shall be treated as a reprogramming 
of funds under section 7015 of this Act and 
shall not be available for obligation or ex-
penditure except in compliance with the pro-
cedures set forth in that section. 

(b) TITLE VI TRANSFER AUTHORITIES.—Not 
to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation 
other than for administrative expenses made 
available for fiscal year 2016, for programs 
under title VI of this Act may be transferred 
between such appropriations for use for any 
of the purposes, programs, and activities for 
which the funds in such receiving account 
may be used, but no such appropriation, ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided, shall 
be increased by more than 25 percent by any 
such transfer: Provided, That the exercise of 
such authority shall be subject to the reg-
ular notification procedures of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations. 

(c) LIMITATION ON TRANSFERS BETWEEN 
AGENCIES.— 

(1) None of the funds made available under 
titles II through V of this Act may be trans-
ferred to any department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government, 
except pursuant to a transfer made by, or 
transfer authority provided in, this Act or 
any other appropriations Act. 
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(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in addi-

tion to transfers made by, or authorized else-
where in, this Act, funds appropriated by 
this Act to carry out the purposes of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 may be allocated 
or transferred to agencies of the United 
States Government pursuant to the provi-
sions of sections 109, 610, and 632 of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961. 

(3) Any agreement entered into by the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) or the Department of 
State with any department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States Govern-
ment pursuant to section 632(b) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 valued in excess 
of $1,000,000 and any agreement made pursu-
ant to section 632(a) of such Act, with funds 
appropriated by this Act and prior Acts mak-
ing appropriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related pro-
grams under the headings ‘‘Global Health 
Programs’’, ‘‘Development Assistance’’, 
‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, and ‘‘Assistance 
for Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’ shall 
be subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations: 
Provided, That the requirement in the pre-
vious sentence shall not apply to agreements 
entered into between USAID and the Depart-
ment of State. 

(d) TRANSFERS BETWEEN ACCOUNTS.—None 
of the funds made available under titles II 
through V of this Act may be obligated 
under an appropriation account to which 
such funds were not appropriated, except for 
transfers specifically provided for in this 
Act, unless the President, not less than 5 
days prior to the exercise of any authority 
contained in the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 to transfer funds, consults with and pro-
vides a written policy justification to the 
Committees on Appropriations. 

(e) AUDIT OF INTER-AGENCY TRANSFERS.— 
Any agreement for the transfer or allocation 
of funds appropriated by this Act, or prior 
Acts, entered into between the Department 
of State or USAID and another agency of the 
United States Government under the author-
ity of section 632(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 or any comparable provision 
of law, shall expressly provide that the In-
spector General (IG) for the agency receiving 
the transfer or allocation of such funds, or 
other entity with audit responsibility if the 
receiving agency does not have an IG, shall 
perform periodic program and financial au-
dits of the use of such funds and report to 
the Department of State or USAID, as appro-
priate, upon completion of such audits: Pro-
vided, That such audits shall be transmitted 
to the Committees on Appropriations by the 
Department of State or USAID, as appro-
priate: Provided further, That funds trans-
ferred under such authority may be made 
available for the cost of such audits. 

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State and the USAID Administrator shall 
each submit a report to the Committees on 
Appropriations detailing all transfers to an-
other agency of the United States Govern-
ment made pursuant to sections 632(a) and 
632(b) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 
with funds provided in the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2015 (division J of 
Public Law 113–235) as of the date of enact-
ment of this Act: Provided, That such reports 
shall include a list of each transfer made 
pursuant to such sections with the respec-
tive funding level, appropriation account, 
and the receiving agency. 

PROHIBITION ON FIRST-CLASS TRAVEL 
SEC. 7010. None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be used for first-class travel 
by employees of agencies funded by this Act 

in contravention of sections 301–10.122 
through 301–10.124 of title 41, Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS 
SEC. 7011. No part of any appropriation 

contained in this Act shall remain available 
for obligation after the expiration of the cur-
rent fiscal year unless expressly so provided 
in this Act: Provided, That funds appro-
priated for the purposes of chapters 1 and 8 
of part I, section 661, chapters 4, 5, 6, 8, and 
9 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, section 23 of the Arms Export Control 
Act, and funds provided under the headings 
‘‘Development Credit Authority’’ and ‘‘As-
sistance for Europe, Eurasia and Central 
Asia’’ shall remain available for an addi-
tional 4 years from the date on which the 
availability of such funds would otherwise 
have expired, if such funds are initially obli-
gated before the expiration of their respec-
tive periods of availability contained in this 
Act: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of this Act, any funds 
made available for the purposes of chapter 1 
of part I and chapter 4 of part II of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 which are allo-
cated or obligated for cash disbursements in 
order to address balance of payments or eco-
nomic policy reform objectives, shall remain 
available for an additional 4 years from the 
date on which the availability of such funds 
would otherwise have expired, if such funds 
are initially allocated or obligated before the 
expiration of their respective periods of 
availability contained in this Act: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of State shall 
provide a report to the Committees on Ap-
propriations not later than October 30, 2016, 
detailing by account and source year, the use 
of this authority during the previous fiscal 
year. 

LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE TO COUNTRIES IN 
DEFAULT 

SEC. 7012. No part of any appropriation pro-
vided under titles III through VI in this Act 
shall be used to furnish assistance to the 
government of any country which is in de-
fault during a period in excess of 1 calendar 
year in payment to the United States of 
principal or interest on any loan made to the 
government of such country by the United 
States pursuant to a program for which 
funds are appropriated under this Act unless 
the President determines, following con-
sultations with the Committees on Appro-
priations, that assistance for such country is 
in the national interest of the United States. 

PROHIBITION ON TAXATION OF UNITED STATES 
ASSISTANCE 

SEC. 7013. (a) PROHIBITION ON TAXATION.— 
None of the funds appropriated under titles 
III through VI of this Act may be made 
available to provide assistance for a foreign 
country under a new bilateral agreement 
governing the terms and conditions under 
which such assistance is to be provided un-
less such agreement includes a provision 
stating that assistance provided by the 
United States shall be exempt from taxation, 
or reimbursed, by the foreign government, 
and the Secretary of State shall expedi-
tiously seek to negotiate amendments to ex-
isting bilateral agreements, as necessary, to 
conform with this requirement. 

(b) REIMBURSEMENT OF FOREIGN TAXES.— 
An amount equivalent to 200 percent of the 
total taxes assessed during fiscal year 2016 
on funds appropriated by this Act by a for-
eign government or entity against United 
States assistance programs for which funds 
are appropriated by this Act, either directly 
or through grantees, contractors, and sub-
contractors shall be withheld from obliga-
tion from funds appropriated for assistance 
for fiscal year 2017 and allocated for the cen-

tral government of such country and for the 
West Bank and Gaza program to the extent 
that the Secretary of State certifies and re-
ports in writing to the Committees on Ap-
propriations, not later than September 30, 
2017, that such taxes have not been reim-
bursed to the Government of the United 
States. 

(c) DE MINIMIS EXCEPTION.—Foreign taxes 
of a de minimis nature shall not be subject 
to the provisions of subsection (b). 

(d) REPROGRAMMING OF FUNDS.—Funds 
withheld from obligation for each country or 
entity pursuant to subsection (b) shall be re-
programmed for assistance for countries 
which do not assess taxes on United States 
assistance or which have an effective ar-
rangement that is providing substantial re-
imbursement of such taxes, and that can rea-
sonably accommodate such assistance in a 
programmatically responsible manner. 

(e) DETERMINATIONS.— 
(1) The provisions of this section shall not 

apply to any country or entity if the Sec-
retary of State reports to the Committees on 
Appropriations that— 

(A) such country or entity does not assess 
taxes on United States assistance or has an 
effective arrangement that is providing sub-
stantial reimbursement of such taxes; or 

(B) the foreign policy interests of the 
United States outweigh the purpose of this 
section to ensure that United States assist-
ance is not subject to taxation. 

(2) The Secretary of State shall consult 
with the Committees on Appropriations at 
least 15 days prior to exercising the author-
ity of this subsection with regard to any 
country or entity. 

(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of 
State shall issue rules, regulations, or policy 
guidance, as appropriate, to implement the 
prohibition against the taxation of assist-
ance contained in this section. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘bilateral agreement’’ refers 

to a framework bilateral agreement between 
the Government of the United States and the 
government of the country receiving assist-
ance that describes the privileges and immu-
nities applicable to United States foreign as-
sistance for such country generally, or an in-
dividual agreement between the Government 
of the United States and such government 
that describes, among other things, the 
treatment for tax purposes that will be ac-
corded the United States assistance provided 
under that agreement; and 

(2) the term ‘‘taxes and taxation’’ shall in-
clude value added taxes and customs duties 
but shall not include individual income taxes 
assessed to local staff. 

(h) REPORT.—The Secretary of State, in 
consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant departments or agencies, shall submit 
a report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions, not later than 90 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, detailing steps taken by 
such departments or agencies to comply with 
the requirements of this section. 

RESERVATIONS OF FUNDS 
SEC. 7014. (a) REPROGRAMMING.—Funds ap-

propriated under titles III through VI of this 
Act which are specifically designated may be 
reprogrammed for other programs within the 
same account notwithstanding the designa-
tion if compliance with the designation is 
made impossible by operation of any provi-
sion of this or any other Act: Provided, That 
any such reprogramming shall be subject to 
the regular notification procedures of the 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided fur-
ther, That assistance that is reprogrammed 
pursuant to this subsection shall be made 
available under the same terms and condi-
tions as originally provided. 

(b) EXTENSION OF AVAILABILITY.—In addi-
tion to the authority contained in subsection 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00199 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9576 December 17, 2015 
(a), the original period of availability of 
funds appropriated by this Act and adminis-
tered by the Department of State or the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) that are specifically des-
ignated for particular programs or activities 
by this or any other Act may be extended for 
an additional fiscal year if the Secretary of 
State or the USAID Administrator, as appro-
priate, determines and reports promptly to 
the Committees on Appropriations that the 
termination of assistance to a country or a 
significant change in circumstances makes 
it unlikely that such designated funds can be 
obligated during the original period of avail-
ability: Provided, That such designated funds 
that continue to be available for an addi-
tional fiscal year shall be obligated only for 
the purpose of such designation. 

(c) OTHER ACTS.—Ceilings and specifically 
designated funding levels contained in this 
Act shall not be applicable to funds or au-
thorities appropriated or otherwise made 
available by any subsequent Act unless such 
Act specifically so directs: Provided, That 
specifically designated funding levels or min-
imum funding requirements contained in 
any other Act shall not be applicable to 
funds appropriated by this Act. 

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
SEC. 7015. (a) NOTIFICATION OF CHANGES IN 

PROGRAMS, PROJECTS, AND ACTIVITIES.—None 
of the funds made available in titles I and II 
of this Act, or in prior appropriations Acts 
to the agencies and departments funded by 
this Act that remain available for obligation 
in fiscal year 2016, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury of the United States 
derived by the collection of fees or of cur-
rency reflows or other offsetting collections, 
or made available by transfer, to the agen-
cies and departments funded by this Act, 
shall be available for obligation to— 

(1) create new programs; 
(2) eliminate a program, project, or activ-

ity; 
(3) close, suspend, open, or reopen a mis-

sion or post; 
(4) create, close, reorganize, or rename bu-

reaus, centers, or offices; or 
(5) contract out or privatize any functions 

or activities presently performed by Federal 
employees; 
unless previously justified to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations or such Committees 
are notified 15 days in advance of such obli-
gation. 

(b) NOTIFICATION OF REPROGRAMMING OF 
FUNDS.—None of the funds provided under ti-
tles I and II of this Act, or provided under 
previous appropriations Acts to the agency 
or department funded under titles I and II of 
this Act that remain available for obligation 
in fiscal year 2016, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury of the United States 
derived by the collection of fees available to 
the agency or department funded under title 
I of this Act, shall be available for obligation 
or expenditure for activities, programs, or 
projects through a reprogramming of funds 
in excess of $1,000,000 or 10 percent, which-
ever is less, that— 

(1) augments or changes existing programs, 
projects, or activities; 

(2) relocates an existing office or employ-
ees; 

(3) reduces by 10 percent funding for any 
existing program, project, or activity, or 
numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or 

(4) results from any general savings, in-
cluding savings from a reduction in per-
sonnel, which would result in a change in ex-
isting programs, activities, or projects as ap-
proved by Congress; 
unless the Committees on Appropriations are 
notified 15 days in advance of such re-
programming of funds. 

(c) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—None of 
the funds made available by this Act under 
the headings ‘‘Global Health Programs’’, 
‘‘Development Assistance’’, ‘‘International 
Organizations and Programs’’, ‘‘Trade and 
Development Agency’’, ‘‘International Nar-
cotics Control and Law Enforcement’’, ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’, ‘‘Democracy Fund’’, 
‘‘Assistance for Europe, Eurasia and Central 
Asia’’, ‘‘Peacekeeping Operations’’, ‘‘Non-
proliferation, Anti-terrorism, Demining and 
Related Programs’’, ‘‘Millennium Challenge 
Corporation’’, ‘‘Foreign Military Financing 
Program’’, ‘‘International Military Edu-
cation and Training’’, and ‘‘Peace Corps’’, 
shall be available for obligation for activi-
ties, programs, projects, type of materiel as-
sistance, countries, or other operations not 
justified or in excess of the amount justified 
to the Committees on Appropriations for ob-
ligation under any of these specific headings 
unless the Committees on Appropriations are 
notified 15 days in advance: Provided, That 
the President shall not enter into any com-
mitment of funds appropriated for the pur-
poses of section 23 of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act for the provision of major defense 
equipment, other than conventional ammu-
nition, or other major defense items defined 
to be aircraft, ships, missiles, or combat ve-
hicles, not previously justified to Congress 
or 20 percent in excess of the quantities jus-
tified to Congress unless the Committees on 
Appropriations are notified 15 days in ad-
vance of such commitment: Provided further, 
That requirements of this subsection or any 
similar provision of this or any other Act 
shall not apply to any reprogramming for an 
activity, program, or project for which funds 
are appropriated under titles III through VI 
of this Act of less than 10 percent of the 
amount previously justified to Congress for 
obligation for such activity, program, or 
project for the current fiscal year: Provided 
further, That any notification submitted pur-
suant to subsection (f) of this section shall 
include information (if known on the date of 
transmittal of such notification) on the use 
of notwithstanding authority: Provided fur-
ther, That if subsequent to the notification 
of assistance it becomes necessary to rely on 
notwithstanding authority, the Committees 
on Appropriations should be informed at the 
earliest opportunity and to the extent prac-
ticable. 

(d) NOTIFICATION OF TRANSFER OF FUNDS.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
with the exception of funds transferred to, 
and merged with, funds appropriated under 
title I of this Act, funds transferred by the 
Department of Defense to the Department of 
State and the United States Agency for 
International Development for assistance for 
foreign countries and international organiza-
tions, and funds made available for programs 
previously authorized under section 1206 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law 109–163) or sec-
tion 2282 of title 10, United States Code, shall 
be subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

(e) WAIVER.—The requirements of this sec-
tion or any similar provision of this Act or 
any other Act, including any prior Act re-
quiring notification in accordance with the 
regular notification procedures of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations, may be waived if 
failure to do so would pose a substantial risk 
to human health or welfare: Provided, That 
in case of any such waiver, notification to 
the Committees on Appropriations shall be 
provided as early as practicable, but in no 
event later than 3 days after taking the ac-
tion to which such notification requirement 
was applicable, in the context of the cir-
cumstances necessitating such waiver: Pro-
vided further, That any notification provided 
pursuant to such a waiver shall contain an 
explanation of the emergency circumstances. 

(f) COUNTRY NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
None of the funds appropriated under titles 
III through VI of this Act may be obligated 
or expended for assistance for Afghanistan, 
Bahrain, Bolivia, Burma, Cambodia, Colom-
bia, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iran, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Mexico, Pakistan, the 
Russian Federation, Somalia, South Sudan, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Uzbekistan, Ven-
ezuela, Yemen, and Zimbabwe except as pro-
vided through the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

(g) WITHHOLDING OF FUNDS.—Funds appro-
priated by this Act under titles III and IV 
that are withheld from obligation or other-
wise not programmed as a result of applica-
tion of a provision of law in this or any other 
Act shall, if reprogrammed, be subject to the 
regular notification procedures of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations. 
NOTIFICATION ON EXCESS DEFENSE EQUIPMENT 
SEC. 7016. Prior to providing excess Depart-

ment of Defense articles in accordance with 
section 516(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, the Department of Defense shall no-
tify the Committees on Appropriations to 
the same extent and under the same condi-
tions as other committees pursuant to sub-
section (f) of that section: Provided, That be-
fore issuing a letter of offer to sell excess de-
fense articles under the Arms Export Control 
Act, the Department of Defense shall notify 
the Committees on Appropriations in accord-
ance with the regular notification proce-
dures of such Committees if such defense ar-
ticles are significant military equipment (as 
defined in section 47(9) of the Arms Export 
Control Act) or are valued (in terms of origi-
nal acquisition cost) at $7,000,000 or more, or 
if notification is required elsewhere in this 
Act for the use of appropriated funds for spe-
cific countries that would receive such ex-
cess defense articles: Provided further, That 
such Committees shall also be informed of 
the original acquisition cost of such defense 
articles. 

LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS 

SEC. 7017. Subject to the regular notifica-
tion procedures of the Committees on Appro-
priations, funds appropriated under titles I 
and III through V of this Act, which are re-
turned or not made available for organiza-
tions and programs because of the implemen-
tation of section 307(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 or section 7048(a) of this Act, 
shall remain available for obligation until 
September 30, 2018: Provided, That the re-
quirement to withhold funds for programs in 
Burma under section 307(a) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 shall not apply to 
funds appropriated by this Act. 

PROHIBITION ON FUNDING FOR ABORTIONS AND 
INVOLUNTARY STERILIZATION 

SEC. 7018. None of the funds made available 
to carry out part I of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended, may be used to pay 
for the performance of abortions as a method 
of family planning or to motivate or coerce 
any person to practice abortions. None of the 
funds made available to carry out part I of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
amended, may be used to pay for the per-
formance of involuntary sterilization as a 
method of family planning or to coerce or 
provide any financial incentive to any person 
to undergo sterilizations. None of the funds 
made available to carry out part I of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, 
may be used to pay for any biomedical re-
search which relates in whole or in part, to 
methods of, or the performance of, abortions 
or involuntary sterilization as a means of 
family planning. None of the funds made 
available to carry out part I of the Foreign 
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Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, may be 
obligated or expended for any country or or-
ganization if the President certifies that the 
use of these funds by any such country or or-
ganization would violate any of the above 
provisions related to abortions and involun-
tary sterilizations. 

ALLOCATIONS 
SEC. 7019. (a) ALLOCATION TABLES.—Subject 

to subsection (b), funds appropriated by this 
Act under titles III through V shall be made 
available in the amounts specifically des-
ignated in the respective tables included in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this Consolidated Act): Provided, That such 
designated amounts for foreign countries and 
international organizations shall serve as 
the amounts for such countries and inter-
national organizations transmitted to the 
Congress in the report required by section 
653(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 
(FAA). 

(b) AUTHORIZED DEVIATIONS.—Unless other-
wise provided for by this Act, the Secretary 
of State and the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, as applicable, may only deviate up to 
5 percent from the amounts specifically des-
ignated in the respective tables included in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this Consolidated Act): Provided, That such 
percentage may be exceeded only to respond 
to significant, exigent, or unforeseen events, 
or to address other exceptional cir-
cumstances directly related to the national 
interest: Provided further, That deviations 
pursuant to the previous proviso shall be 
subject to prior consultation with, and the 
regular notification procedures of, the Com-
mittees on Appropriations. 

(c) LIMITATION.—For specifically des-
ignated amounts that are included, pursuant 
to subsection (a), in the report required by 
section 653(a) of the FAA, no deviations au-
thorized by subsection (b) may take place 
until submission of such report. 

REPRESENTATION AND ENTERTAINMENT 
EXPENSES 

SEC. 7020. (a) USES OF FUNDS.—Each Fed-
eral department, agency, or entity funded in 
titles I or II of this Act, and the Department 
of the Treasury and independent agencies 
funded in titles III or VI of this Act, shall 
take steps to ensure that domestic and over-
seas representation and entertainment ex-
penses further official agency business and 
United States foreign policy interests— 

(1) are primarily for fostering relations 
outside of the Executive Branch; 

(2) are principally for meals and events of 
a protocol nature; 

(3) are not for employee-only events; and 
(4) do not include activities that are sub-

stantially of a recreational character. 
(b) LIMITATIONS.—None of the funds appro-

priated or otherwise made available by this 
Act under the headings ‘‘International Mili-
tary Education and Training’’ or ‘‘Foreign 
Military Financing Program’’ for Informa-
tional Program activities or under the head-
ings ‘‘Global Health Programs’’, ‘‘Develop-
ment Assistance’’, ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’, and ‘‘Assistance for Europe, Eurasia 
and Central Asia’’ may be obligated or ex-
pended to pay for— 

(1) alcoholic beverages; or 
(2) entertainment expenses for activities 

that are substantially of a recreational char-
acter, including but not limited to entrance 
fees at sporting events, theatrical and musi-
cal productions, and amusement parks. 
PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO GOVERNMENTS 

SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
SEC. 7021. (a) LETHAL MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

EXPORTS.— 

(1) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by titles 
III through VI of this Act may be made 
available to any foreign government which 
provides lethal military equipment to a 
country the government of which the Sec-
retary of State has determined supports 
international terrorism for purposes of sec-
tion 6(j) of the Export Administration Act of 
1979 as continued in effect pursuant to the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act: Provided, That the prohibition under 
this section with respect to a foreign govern-
ment shall terminate 12 months after that 
government ceases to provide such military 
equipment: Provided further, That this sec-
tion applies with respect to lethal military 
equipment provided under a contract entered 
into after October 1, 1997. 

(2) DETERMINATION.—Assistance restricted 
by paragraph (1) or any other similar provi-
sion of law, may be furnished if the Presi-
dent determines that to do so is important 
to the national interests of the United 
States. 

(3) REPORT.—Whenever the President 
makes a determination pursuant to para-
graph (2), the President shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations a report with 
respect to the furnishing of such assistance, 
including a detailed explanation of the as-
sistance to be provided, the estimated dollar 
amount of such assistance, and an expla-
nation of how the assistance furthers United 
States national interests. 

(b) BILATERAL ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) LIMITATIONS.—Funds appropriated for 

bilateral assistance in titles III through VI 
of this Act and funds appropriated under any 
such title in prior Acts making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs, shall not 
be made available to any foreign government 
which the President determines— 

(A) grants sanctuary from prosecution to 
any individual or group which has com-
mitted an act of international terrorism; 

(B) otherwise supports international ter-
rorism; or 

(C) is controlled by an organization des-
ignated as a terrorist organization under sec-
tion 219 of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act. 

(2) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of paragraph (1) to a government 
if the President determines that national se-
curity or humanitarian reasons justify such 
waiver: Provided, That the President shall 
publish each such waiver in the Federal Reg-
ister and, at least 15 days before the waiver 
takes effect, shall notify the Committees on 
Appropriations of the waiver (including the 
justification for the waiver) in accordance 
with the regular notification procedures of 
the Committees on Appropriations. 

AUTHORIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
SEC. 7022. Funds appropriated by this Act, 

except funds appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Trade and Development Agency’’, may be 
obligated and expended notwithstanding sec-
tion 10 of Public Law 91–672, section 15 of the 
State Department Basic Authorities Act of 
1956, section 313 of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(Public Law 103–236), and section 504(a)(1) of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

DEFINITION OF PROGRAM, PROJECT, AND 
ACTIVITY 

SEC. 7023. For the purpose of titles II 
through VI of this Act ‘‘program, project, 
and activity’’ shall be defined at the appro-
priations Act account level and shall include 
all appropriations and authorizations Acts 
funding directives, ceilings, and limitations 
with the exception that for the following ac-
counts: ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ and ‘‘For-

eign Military Financing Program’’, ‘‘pro-
gram, project, and activity’’ shall also be 
considered to include country, regional, and 
central program level funding within each 
such account; and for the development as-
sistance accounts of the United States Agen-
cy for International Development, ‘‘program, 
project, and activity’’ shall also be consid-
ered to include central, country, regional, 
and program level funding, either as— 

(1) justified to Congress; or 
(2) allocated by the Executive Branch in 

accordance with a report, to be provided to 
the Committees on Appropriations within 30 
days of the enactment of this Act, as re-
quired by section 653(a) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961. 
AUTHORITIES FOR THE PEACE CORPS, INTER- 

AMERICAN FOUNDATION AND UNITED STATES 
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 
SEC. 7024. Unless expressly provided to the 

contrary, provisions of this or any other Act, 
including provisions contained in prior Acts 
authorizing or making appropriations for the 
Department of State, foreign operations, and 
related programs, shall not be construed to 
prohibit activities authorized by or con-
ducted under the Peace Corps Act, the Inter- 
American Foundation Act or the African De-
velopment Foundation Act: Provided, That 
prior to conducting activities in a country 
for which assistance is prohibited, the agen-
cy shall consult with the Committees on Ap-
propriations and report to such Committees 
within 15 days of taking such action. 
COMMERCE, TRADE AND SURPLUS COMMODITIES 
SEC. 7025. (a) WORLD MARKETS.—None of 

the funds appropriated or made available 
pursuant to titles III through VI of this Act 
for direct assistance and none of the funds 
otherwise made available to the Export-Im-
port Bank and the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation shall be obligated or ex-
pended to finance any loan, any assistance, 
or any other financial commitments for es-
tablishing or expanding production of any 
commodity for export by any country other 
than the United States, if the commodity is 
likely to be in surplus on world markets at 
the time the resulting productive capacity is 
expected to become operative and if the as-
sistance will cause substantial injury to 
United States producers of the same, similar, 
or competing commodity: Provided, That 
such prohibition shall not apply to the Ex-
port-Import Bank if in the judgment of its 
Board of Directors the benefits to industry 
and employment in the United States are 
likely to outweigh the injury to United 
States producers of the same, similar, or 
competing commodity, and the Chairman of 
the Board so notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations: Provided further, That this sub-
section shall not prohibit— 

(1) activities in a country that is eligible 
for assistance from the International Devel-
opment Association, is not eligible for assist-
ance from the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development, and does not ex-
port on a consistent basis the agricultural 
commodity with respect to which assistance 
is furnished; or 

(2) activities in a country the President de-
termines is recovering from widespread con-
flict, a humanitarian crisis, or a complex 
emergency. 

(b) EXPORTS.—None of the funds appro-
priated by this or any other Act to carry out 
chapter 1 of part I of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 shall be available for any testing 
or breeding feasibility study, variety im-
provement or introduction, consultancy, 
publication, conference, or training in con-
nection with the growth or production in a 
foreign country of an agricultural com-
modity for export which would compete with 
a similar commodity grown or produced in 
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the United States: Provided, That this sub-
section shall not prohibit— 

(1) activities designed to increase food se-
curity in developing countries where such 
activities will not have a significant impact 
on the export of agricultural commodities of 
the United States; 

(2) research activities intended primarily 
to benefit United States producers; 

(3) activities in a country that is eligible 
for assistance from the International Devel-
opment Association, is not eligible for assist-
ance from the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development, and does not ex-
port on a consistent basis the agricultural 
commodity with respect to which assistance 
is furnished; or 

(4) activities in a country the President de-
termines is recovering from widespread con-
flict, a humanitarian crisis, or a complex 
emergency. 

(c) INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITU-
TIONS.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
instruct the United States executive direc-
tors of the international financial institu-
tions, as defined in section 7034(r)(3) of this 
Act, to use the voice and vote of the United 
States to oppose any assistance by such in-
stitutions, using funds appropriated or made 
available by this Act, for the production or 
extraction of any commodity or mineral for 
export, if it is in surplus on world markets 
and if the assistance will cause substantial 
injury to United States producers of the 
same, similar, or competing commodity. 

SEPARATE ACCOUNTS 
SEC. 7026. (a) SEPARATE ACCOUNTS FOR 

LOCAL CURRENCIES.— 
(1) AGREEMENTS.—If assistance is furnished 

to the government of a foreign country 
under chapters 1 and 10 of part I or chapter 
4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 under agreements which result in the 
generation of local currencies of that coun-
try, the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) shall— 

(A) require that local currencies be depos-
ited in a separate account established by 
that government; 

(B) enter into an agreement with that gov-
ernment which sets forth— 

(i) the amount of the local currencies to be 
generated; and 

(ii) the terms and conditions under which 
the currencies so deposited may be utilized, 
consistent with this section; and 

(C) establish by agreement with that gov-
ernment the responsibilities of USAID and 
that government to monitor and account for 
deposits into and disbursements from the 
separate account. 

(2) USES OF LOCAL CURRENCIES.—As may be 
agreed upon with the foreign government, 
local currencies deposited in a separate ac-
count pursuant to subsection (a), or an 
equivalent amount of local currencies, shall 
be used only— 

(A) to carry out chapter 1 or 10 of part I or 
chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (as the case may be), for such pur-
poses as— 

(i) project and sector assistance activities; 
or 

(ii) debt and deficit financing; or 
(B) for the administrative requirements of 

the United States Government. 
(3) PROGRAMMING ACCOUNTABILITY.—USAID 

shall take all necessary steps to ensure that 
the equivalent of the local currencies dis-
bursed pursuant to subsection (a)(2)(A) from 
the separate account established pursuant to 
subsection (a)(1) are used for the purposes 
agreed upon pursuant to subsection (a)(2). 

(4) TERMINATION OF ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS.—Upon termination of assistance to a 
country under chapter 1 or 10 of part I or 

chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (as the case may be), any 
unencumbered balances of funds which re-
main in a separate account established pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall be disposed of 
for such purposes as may be agreed to by the 
government of that country and the United 
States Government. 

(5) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The USAID 
Administrator shall report on an annual 
basis as part of the justification documents 
submitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions on the use of local currencies for the 
administrative requirements of the United 
States Government as authorized in sub-
section (a)(2)(B), and such report shall in-
clude the amount of local currency (and 
United States dollar equivalent) used or to 
be used for such purpose in each applicable 
country. 

(b) SEPARATE ACCOUNTS FOR CASH TRANS-
FERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—If assistance is made 
available to the government of a foreign 
country, under chapter 1 or 10 of part I or 
chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as cash transfer assistance or as 
nonproject sector assistance, that country 
shall be required to maintain such funds in a 
separate account and not commingle with 
any other funds. 

(2) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
LAW.—Such funds may be obligated and ex-
pended notwithstanding provisions of law 
which are inconsistent with the nature of 
this assistance including provisions which 
are referenced in the Joint Explanatory 
Statement of the Committee of Conference 
accompanying House Joint Resolution 648 
(House Report No. 98–1159). 

(3) NOTIFICATION.—At least 15 days prior to 
obligating any such cash transfer or non-
project sector assistance, the President shall 
submit a notification through the regular 
notification procedures of the Committees 
on Appropriations, which shall include a de-
tailed description of how the funds proposed 
to be made available will be used, with a dis-
cussion of the United States interests that 
will be served by the assistance (including, 
as appropriate, a description of the economic 
policy reforms that will be promoted by such 
assistance). 

(4) EXEMPTION.—Nonproject sector assist-
ance funds may be exempt from the require-
ments of paragraph (1) only through the reg-
ular notification procedures of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations. 

ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE 
SEC. 7027. (a) ASSISTANCE THROUGH NON-

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS.—Restric-
tions contained in this or any other Act with 
respect to assistance for a country shall not 
be construed to restrict assistance in support 
of programs of nongovernmental organiza-
tions from funds appropriated by this Act to 
carry out the provisions of chapters 1, 10, 11, 
and 12 of part I and chapter 4 of part II of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and from 
funds appropriated under the heading ‘‘As-
sistance for Europe, Eurasia and Central 
Asia’’: Provided, That before using the au-
thority of this subsection to furnish assist-
ance in support of programs of nongovern-
mental organizations, the President shall no-
tify the Committees on Appropriations pur-
suant to the regular notification procedures, 
including a description of the program to be 
assisted, the assistance to be provided, and 
the reasons for furnishing such assistance: 
Provided further, That nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to alter any exist-
ing statutory prohibitions against abortion 
or involuntary sterilizations contained in 
this or any other Act. 

(b) PUBLIC LAW 480.—During fiscal year 
2016, restrictions contained in this or any 

other Act with respect to assistance for a 
country shall not be construed to restrict as-
sistance under the Food for Peace Act (Pub-
lic Law 83–480): Provided, That none of the 
funds appropriated to carry out title I of 
such Act and made available pursuant to 
this subsection may be obligated or expended 
except as provided through the regular noti-
fication procedures of the Committees on 
Appropriations. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—This section shall not 
apply— 

(1) with respect to section 620A of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 or any com-
parable provision of law prohibiting assist-
ance to countries that support international 
terrorism; or 

(2) with respect to section 116 of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 or any com-
parable provision of law prohibiting assist-
ance to the government of a country that 
violates internationally recognized human 
rights. 

LOCAL COMPETITION 
SEC. 7028. (a) REQUIREMENTS FOR EXCEP-

TIONS TO COMPETITION FOR LOCAL ENTITIES.— 
Funds appropriated by this Act that are 
made available to the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) may 
only be made available for limited competi-
tions through local entities if— 

(1) prior to the determination to limit 
competition to local entities, USAID has— 

(A) assessed the level of local capacity to 
effectively implement, manage, and account 
for programs included in such competition; 
and 

(B) documented the written results of the 
assessment and decisions made; and 

(2) prior to making an award after limiting 
competition to local entities— 

(A) each successful local entity has been 
determined to be responsible in accordance 
with USAID guidelines; and 

(B) effective monitoring and evaluation 
systems are in place to ensure that award 
funding is used for its intended purposes; and 

(3) no level of acceptable fraud is assumed. 
(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—In addition 

to the requirements of subsection (a)(1), the 
USAID Administrator shall report, on an an-
nual basis, to the appropriate congressional 
committees on all awards subject to limited 
or no competition for local entities: Pro-
vided, That such report should be posted on 
the USAID Web site: Provided further, That 
the requirements of this subsection shall 
only apply to awards in excess of $3,000,000 
and sole source awards to local entities in 
excess of $2,000,000. 

(c) EXTENSION OF PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-
ITY.—Section 7077 of the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2012 (division I of 
Public Law 112–74) shall continue in effect 
during fiscal year 2016, as amended by the 
Department of State, Foreign Operations, 
and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 
2014 (division K of Public Law 113–76). 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
SEC. 7029. (a) EVALUATIONS AND REPORT.— 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall instruct 
the United States executive director of each 
international financial institution to seek to 
require that such institution adopts and im-
plements a publicly available policy, includ-
ing the strategic use of peer reviews and ex-
ternal experts, to conduct independent, in- 
depth evaluations of the effectiveness of at 
least 25 percent of all loans, grants, pro-
grams, and significant analytical non-lend-
ing activities in advancing the institution’s 
goals of reducing poverty and promoting eq-
uitable economic growth, consistent with 
relevant safeguards, to ensure that decisions 
to support such loans, grants, programs, and 
activities are based on accurate data and ob-
jective analysis: Provided, That not later 
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than 180 days after enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit a report to the 
Committees on Appropriations on steps 
taken by the United States executive direc-
tors and the international financial institu-
tions consistent with this subsection. 

(b) SAFEGUARDS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall instruct the United States 
Executive Director of the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
and the International Development Associa-
tion to vote against any loan, grant, policy, 
or strategy if such institution has adopted 
and is implementing any social or environ-
mental safeguard relevant to such loan, 
grant, policy, or strategy that provides less 
protection than World Bank safeguards in ef-
fect on September 30, 2015. 

(c) COMPENSATION.—None of the funds ap-
propriated under title V of this Act may be 
made as payment to any international finan-
cial institution while the United States exec-
utive director to such institution is com-
pensated by the institution at a rate which, 
together with whatever compensation such 
executive director receives from the United 
States, is in excess of the rate provided for 
an individual occupying a position at level 
IV of the Executive Schedule under section 
5315 of title 5, United States Code, or while 
any alternate United States executive direc-
tor to such institution is compensated by the 
institution at a rate in excess of the rate 
provided for an individual occupying a posi-
tion at level V of the Executive Schedule 
under section 5316 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(d) HUMAN RIGHTS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall instruct the United States ex-
ecutive director of each international finan-
cial institution to seek to require that such 
institution conducts rigorous human rights 
due diligence and risk management, as ap-
propriate, in connection with any loan, 
grant, policy, or strategy of such institution: 
Provided, That prior to voting on any such 
loan, grant, policy, or strategy the executive 
director shall consult with the Assistant 
Secretary for Democracy, Human Rights, 
and Labor, Department of State, if the exec-
utive director has reason to believe that 
such loan, grant, policy, or strategy could 
result in forced displacement or other viola-
tion of human rights. 

(e) FRAUD AND CORRUPTION.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury shall instruct the United 
States executive director of each inter-
national financial institution to promote in 
loan, grant, and other financing agreements 
improvements in borrowing countries’ finan-
cial management and judicial capacity to in-
vestigate, prosecute, and punish fraud and 
corruption. 

(f) BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP INFORMATION.— 
The Secretary of the Treasury shall instruct 
the United States executive director of each 
international financial institution to seek to 
require that such institution collects, 
verifies, and publishes, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, beneficial ownership infor-
mation (excluding proprietary information) 
for any corporation or limited liability com-
pany, other than a publicly listed company, 
that receives funds appropriated by this Act 
that are provided as payment to such insti-
tution: Provided, That not later than 180 days 
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall submit a report to the Committees on 
Appropriations on steps taken by the United 
States executive directors and the inter-
national financial institutions consistent 
with this subsection. 

(g) WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS.—The 
Secretary of the Treasury shall instruct the 
United States executive director of each 
international financial institution to seek to 
require that each such institution is effec-
tively implementing and enforcing policies 

and procedures which reflect best practices 
for the protection of whistleblowers from re-
taliation, including best practices for— 

(1) protection against retaliation for inter-
nal and lawful public disclosure; 

(2) legal burdens of proof; 
(3) statutes of limitation for reporting re-

taliation; 
(4) access to independent adjudicative bod-

ies, including external arbitration; and 
(5) results that eliminate the effects of 

proven retaliation. 
DEBT-FOR-DEVELOPMENT 

SEC. 7030. In order to enhance the contin-
ued participation of nongovernmental orga-
nizations in debt-for-development and debt- 
for-nature exchanges, a nongovernmental or-
ganization which is a grantee or contractor 
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development may place in interest 
bearing accounts local currencies which ac-
crue to that organization as a result of eco-
nomic assistance provided under title III of 
this Act and, subject to the regular notifica-
tion procedures of the Committees on Appro-
priations, any interest earned on such in-
vestment shall be used for the purpose for 
which the assistance was provided to that or-
ganization. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
TRANSPARENCY 

SEC. 7031. (a) LIMITATION ON DIRECT GOV-
ERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE.— 

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Funds appropriated by 
this Act may be made available for direct 
government-to-government assistance only 
if— 

(A)(i) each implementing agency or min-
istry to receive assistance has been assessed 
and is considered to have the systems re-
quired to manage such assistance and any 
identified vulnerabilities or weaknesses of 
such agency or ministry have been ad-
dressed; 

(ii) the recipient agency or ministry em-
ploys and utilizes staff with the necessary 
technical, financial, and management capa-
bilities; 

(iii) the recipient agency or ministry has 
adopted competitive procurement policies 
and systems; 

(iv) effective monitoring and evaluation 
systems are in place to ensure that such as-
sistance is used for its intended purposes; 

(v) no level of acceptable fraud is assumed; 
and 

(vi) the government of the recipient coun-
try is taking steps to publicly disclose on an 
annual basis its national budget, to include 
income and expenditures; 

(B) the recipient government is in compli-
ance with the principles set forth in section 
7013 of this Act; 

(C) the recipient agency or ministry is not 
headed or controlled by an organization des-
ignated as a foreign terrorist organization 
under section 219 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act; 

(D) the Government of the United States 
and the government of the recipient country 
have agreed, in writing, on clear and achiev-
able objectives for the use of such assistance, 
which should be made available on a cost-re-
imbursable basis; and 

(E) the recipient government is taking 
steps to protect the rights of civil society, 
including freedoms of expression, associa-
tion, and assembly. 

(2) CONSULTATION AND NOTIFICATION.—In ad-
dition to the requirements in paragraph (1), 
no funds may be made available for direct 
government-to-government assistance with-
out prior consultation with, and notification 
of, the Committees on Appropriations: Pro-
vided, That such notification shall contain 
an explanation of how the proposed activity 
meets the requirements of paragraph (1): Pro-

vided further, That the requirements of this 
paragraph shall only apply to direct govern-
ment-to-government assistance in excess of 
$10,000,000 and all funds available for cash 
transfer, budget support, and cash payments 
to individuals. 

(3) SUSPENSION OF ASSISTANCE.—The Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) or the 
Secretary of State, as appropriate, shall sus-
pend any direct government-to-government 
assistance if the Administrator or the Sec-
retary has credible information of material 
misuse of such assistance, unless the Admin-
istrator or the Secretary reports to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations that it is in the 
national interest of the United States to 
continue such assistance, including a jus-
tification, or that such misuse has been ap-
propriately addressed. 

(4) SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, concurrent with the 
fiscal year 2017 congressional budget jus-
tification materials, amounts planned for as-
sistance described in paragraph (1) by coun-
try, proposed funding amount, source of 
funds, and type of assistance. 

(5) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the enactment of this Act and 6 months 
thereafter until September 30, 2016, the 
USAID Administrator shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations a report 
that— 

(A) details all assistance described in para-
graph (1) provided during the previous 6- 
month period by country, funding amount, 
source of funds, and type of such assistance; 
and 

(B) the type of procurement instrument or 
mechanism utilized and whether the assist-
ance was provided on a reimbursable basis. 

(6) DEBT SERVICE PAYMENT PROHIBITION.— 
None of the funds made available by this Act 
may be used for any foreign country for debt 
service payments owed by any country to 
any international financial institution: Pro-
vided, That for purposes of this paragraph, 
the term ‘‘international financial institu-
tion’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 7034(r)(3) of this Act. 

(b) NATIONAL BUDGET AND CONTRACT 
TRANSPARENCY.— 

(1) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF FISCAL 
TRANSPARENCY.—The Secretary of State 
shall continue to update and strengthen the 
‘‘minimum requirements of fiscal trans-
parency’’ for each government receiving as-
sistance appropriated by this Act, as identi-
fied in the report required by section 7031(b) 
of the Department of State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2014 (division K of Public Law 113– 
76). 

(2) DEFINITION.—For purposes of paragraph 
(1), ‘‘minimum requirements of fiscal trans-
parency’’ are requirements consistent with 
those in subsection (a)(1), and the public dis-
closure of national budget documentation (to 
include receipts and expenditures by min-
istry) and government contracts and licenses 
for natural resource extraction (to include 
bidding and concession allocation practices). 

(3) DETERMINATION AND REPORT.—For each 
government identified pursuant to paragraph 
(1), the Secretary of State, not later than 180 
days after enactment of this Act, shall make 
or update any determination of ‘‘significant 
progress’’ or ‘‘no significant progress’’ in 
meeting the minimum requirements of fiscal 
transparency, and make such determinations 
publicly available in an annual ‘‘Fiscal 
Transparency Report’’ to be posted on the 
Department of State Web site: Provided, That 
the Secretary shall identify the significant 
progress made by each such government to 
publicly disclose national budget docu-
mentation, contracts, and licenses which are 
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additional to such information disclosed in 
previous fiscal years, and include specific 
recommendations of short- and long-term 
steps such government should take to im-
prove fiscal transparency: Provided further, 
That the annual report shall include a de-
tailed description of how funds appropriated 
by this Act are being used to improve fiscal 
transparency, and identify benchmarks for 
measuring progress. 

(4) ASSISTANCE.—Funds appropriated under 
title III of this Act shall be made available 
for programs and activities to assist govern-
ments identified pursuant to paragraph (1) to 
improve budget transparency and to support 
civil society organizations in such countries 
that promote budget transparency: Provided, 
That such sums shall be in addition to funds 
otherwise made available for such purposes: 
Provided further, That a description of the 
uses of such funds shall be included in the 
annual ‘‘Fiscal Transparency Report’’ re-
quired by paragraph (3). 

(c) ANTI-KLEPTOCRACY AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS.— 

(1)(A) INELIGIBILITY.—Officials of foreign 
governments and their immediate family 
members about whom the Secretary of State 
has credible information have been involved 
in significant corruption, including corrup-
tion related to the extraction of natural re-
sources, or a gross violation of human rights 
shall be ineligible for entry into the United 
States. 

(B) The Secretary may also publicly or pri-
vately designate or identify officials of for-
eign governments and their immediate fam-
ily members about whom the Secretary has 
such credible information without regard to 
whether the individual has applied for a visa. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Individuals shall not be in-
eligible if entry into the United States would 
further important United States law enforce-
ment objectives or is necessary to permit the 
United States to fulfill its obligations under 
the United Nations Headquarters Agreement: 
Provided, That nothing in paragraph (1) shall 
be construed to derogate from United States 
Government obligations under applicable 
international agreements. 

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the 
application of paragraph (1) if the Secretary 
determines that the waiver would serve a 
compelling national interest or that the cir-
cumstances which caused the individual to 
be ineligible have changed sufficiently. 

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State shall submit a report, including a clas-
sified annex if necessary, to the Committees 
on Appropriations and the Committees on 
the Judiciary describing the information re-
lated to corruption or violation of human 
rights concerning each of the individuals 
found ineligible in the previous 12 months 
pursuant to paragraph (1)(A) as well as the 
individuals who the Secretary designated or 
identified pursuant to paragraph (1)(B), or 
who would be ineligible but for the applica-
tion of paragraph (2), a list of any waivers 
provided under paragraph (3), and the jus-
tification for each waiver. 

(5) POSTING OF REPORT.—Any unclassified 
portion of the report required under para-
graph (4) shall be posted on the Department 
of State Web site. 

(6) CLARIFICATION.—For purposes of para-
graphs (1)(B), (4), and (5), the records of the 
Department of State and of diplomatic and 
consular offices of the United States per-
taining to the issuance or refusal of visas or 
permits to enter the United States shall not 
be considered confidential. 

(d) EXTRACTION OF NATURAL RESOURCES.— 
(1) ASSISTANCE.—Funds appropriated by 

this Act shall be made available to promote 
and support transparency and accountability 
of expenditures and revenues related to the 

extraction of natural resources, including by 
strengthening implementation and moni-
toring of the Extractive Industries Trans-
parency Initiative, implementing and enforc-
ing section 8204 of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 
122 Stat. 2052) and to prevent the sale of con-
flict diamonds, and provide technical assist-
ance to promote independent audit mecha-
nisms and support civil society participation 
in natural resource management. 

(2) UNITED STATES POLICY.— 
(A) The Secretary of the Treasury shall in-

form the management of the international 
financial institutions, and post on the De-
partment of the Treasury Web site, that it is 
the policy of the United States to vote 
against any assistance by such institutions 
(including any loan, credit, grant, or guar-
antee) to any country for the extraction and 
export of a natural resource if the govern-
ment of such country has in place laws, regu-
lations, or procedures to prevent or limit the 
public disclosure of company payments as 
required by United States law, and unless 
such government has adopted laws, regula-
tions, or procedures in the sector in which 
assistance is being considered for— 

(i) accurately accounting for and public 
disclosure of payments to the host govern-
ment by companies involved in the extrac-
tion and export of natural resources; 

(ii) the independent auditing of accounts 
receiving such payments and public disclo-
sure of the findings of such audits; and 

(iii) public disclosure of such documents as 
Host Government Agreements, Concession 
Agreements, and bidding documents, allow-
ing in any such dissemination or disclosure 
for the redaction of, or exceptions for, infor-
mation that is commercially proprietary or 
that would create competitive disadvantage. 

(B) The requirements of subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to assistance for the purpose 
of building the capacity of such government 
to meet the requirements of this subpara-
graph. 

(e) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE WEB SITE.—Funds 
appropriated by this Act under titles I and 
II, and funds made available for any inde-
pendent agency in title III, as appropriate, 
shall be made available to support the provi-
sion of additional information on United 
States Government foreign assistance on the 
Department of State foreign assistance Web 
site: Provided, That all Federal agencies 
funded under this Act shall provide such in-
formation on foreign assistance, upon re-
quest, to the Department of State. 

DEMOCRACY PROGRAMS 
SEC. 7032. (a) FUNDING.— 
(1) Of the funds appropriated by this Act, 

not less than $2,308,517,000 shall be made 
available for democracy programs. 

(2) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’, not less than $32,000,000 shall be made 
available for the Near East Regional Democ-
racy program. 

(b) AUTHORITY.—Funds made available by 
this Act for democracy programs may be 
made available notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, and with regard to the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy (NED), 
any regulation. 

(c) DEFINITION OF DEMOCRACY PROGRAMS.— 
For purposes of funds appropriated by this 
Act, the term ‘‘democracy programs’’ means 
programs that support good governance, 
credible and competitive elections, freedom 
of expression, association, assembly, and re-
ligion, human rights, labor rights, inde-
pendent media, and the rule of law, and that 
otherwise strengthen the capacity of demo-
cratic political parties, governments, non-
governmental organizations and institu-
tions, and citizens to support the develop-

ment of democratic states, and institutions 
that are responsive and accountable to citi-
zens. 

(d) PROGRAM PRIORITIZATION.—Funds made 
available pursuant to this section that are 
made available for programs to strengthen 
government institutions shall be prioritized 
for those institutions that demonstrate a 
commitment to democracy and the rule of 
law, as determined by the Secretary of State 
or the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID), as appropriate. 

(e) RESTRICTION ON PRIOR APPROVAL.—With 
respect to the provision of assistance for de-
mocracy programs in this Act, the organiza-
tions implementing such assistance, the spe-
cific nature of that assistance, and the par-
ticipants in such programs shall not be sub-
ject to the prior approval by the government 
of any foreign country: Provided, That the 
Secretary of State, in coordination with the 
USAID Administrator, shall report to the 
Committees on Appropriations, not later 
than 120 days after enactment of this Act, 
detailing steps taken by the Department of 
State and USAID to comply with the re-
quirements of this subsection. 

(f) PROGRAM DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTA-
TION.— 

(1) CLARIFICATION OF USE.—Not later than 
90 days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State and USAID Administrator, 
following consultation with democracy pro-
gram implementing partners, shall each es-
tablish guidelines for clarifying program de-
sign and objectives for democracy programs, 
including the uses of contracts versus grants 
and cooperative agreements in the conduct 
of democracy programs carried out with 
funds appropriated by this Act: Provided, 
That such guidelines, which shall be made 
available to all relevant agency personnel, 
shall be in accordance with— 

(A) the Quadrennial Diplomacy and Devel-
opment Review, 2015, regarding the objec-
tives of promoting resilient, open, and demo-
cratic societies; 

(B) the ADVANCE Democracy Act of 2007 
(title XXI of Public Law 110–53; 22 U.S.C. 8201 
et seq.), including the foreign policy objec-
tives contained therein; and 

(C) sections 6303 through 6305 of title 31, 
United States Code, regarding the selection 
of contracts and assistance instruments. 

(2) CONTINUATION OF CURRENT PRACTICES.— 
USAID shall continue to implement civil so-
ciety and political competition and con-
sensus building programs abroad with funds 
appropriated by this Act in a manner that 
recognizes the unique benefits of grants and 
cooperative agreements in implementing 
such programs: Provided, That nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to affect 
the ability of any entity, including United 
States small businesses, from competing for 
proposals for USAID-funded civil society and 
political competition and consensus building 
programs. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2017, the Secretary of State and USAID Ad-
ministrator shall each submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations a report detailing 
the use of contracts, grants, and cooperative 
agreements in the conduct of democracy pro-
grams with funds made available by the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations, and 
Related Programs Act, 2015 (division J of 
Public Law 113–235), which shall include 
funding level, account, program sector and 
subsector, and a brief summary of purpose. 

(g) STRATEGIC REVIEWS AND REPORT.— 
(1) COUNTRY STRATEGIES.—Prior to the obli-

gation of funds made available by this Act 
for Department of State and USAID democ-
racy programs for a nondemocratic or demo-
cratic transitioning country for which a 
country strategy has been concluded after 
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the date of enactment of this Act, as re-
quired by section 2111(c)(1) of the ADVANCE 
Democracy Act of 2007 (title XXI of Public 
Law 110–53; 22 U.S.C. 8211) or similar provi-
sion of law or regulation, the Under Sec-
retary for Civilian Security, Democracy and 
Human Rights, Department of State, in con-
sultation with the Assistant Secretary for 
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, De-
partment of State, and the Assistant Admin-
istrator for Democracy, Conflict, and Hu-
manitarian Assistance, USAID, shall review 
such strategy to ensure that it includes— 

(A) specific goals and objectives for such 
program, including a specific plan and 
timeline to measure impacts; 

(B) an assessment of the risks associated 
with the conduct of such program to in-
tended beneficiaries and implementers, in-
cluding steps to support and protect such in-
dividuals; and 

(C) the funding requirements to initiate 
and sustain such program in fiscal year 2016 
and subsequent fiscal years, as appropriate: 
Provided, That for the purposes of this para-
graph, the term ‘‘nondemocratic or demo-
cratic transitioning country’’ shall have the 
same meaning as in section 2104(6) of Public 
Law 110–53. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2016, the Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the USAID Administrator, shall submit 
a report, including a classified annex if nec-
essary, to the appropriate congressional 
committees detailing the methodology and 
guidelines established and implemented by 
the Department of State and USAID, respec-
tively, to carry out the requirements of this 
subsection: Provided, That such report shall 
also include an analysis of the political and 
social conditions in a nondemocratic or 
democratic transitioning country that are a 
prerequisite for the conduct of democracy 
programs. 

(h) CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.— 

(1) COUNTRY ALLOCATIONS.—The Deputy 
Secretary for Management and Resources, 
Department of State, shall consult with the 
Under Secretary for Civilian Security, De-
mocracy and Human Rights, Department of 
State, and the Assistant Administrator for 
Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian As-
sistance, USAID, on the proposed funding 
levels for democracy programs by country in 
the report submitted to Congress pursuant 
to section 653(a) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961. 

(2) INFORMING THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT 
FOR DEMOCRACY.—The Assistant Secretary 
for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, 
Department of State, and the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Democracy, Conflict, and Hu-
manitarian Assistance, USAID, shall regu-
larly inform the National Endowment for 
Democracy of democracy programs that are 
planned and supported by funds made avail-
able by this Act and prior Acts making ap-
propriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs. 

(3) REPORT ON PROGRAM CHANGES.—The Sec-
retary of State or the USAID Administrator, 
as appropriate, shall report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations within 30 days of a 
decision to significantly change the objec-
tives or the content of a democracy program 
or to close such a program due to the in-
creasingly repressive nature of the host 
country government: Provided, That the re-
port shall also include a strategy for con-
tinuing support for democracy promotion, if 
such programming is feasible, and may be 
submitted in classified form, if necessary. 

INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
SEC. 7033. (a) INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS 

FREEDOM OFFICE AND SPECIAL ENVOY TO PRO-
MOTE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.—Funds appro-

priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘Dip-
lomatic and Consular Programs’’ shall be 
made available for the Office of the Ambas-
sador-at-Large for International Religious 
Freedom and the Special Envoy to Promote 
Religious Freedom of Religious Minorities in 
the Near East and South Central Asia, as au-
thorized in the Near East and South Central 
Asia Religious Freedom Act of 2014 (Public 
Law 113-161), and including for support staff, 
at not less than the amounts contained for 
such Office and Envoy in the table under 
such heading in the explanatory statement 
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this Consolidated Act). 

(b) ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM PRO-

GRAMS.—Of the funds appropriated by this 
Act under the heading ‘‘Democracy Fund’’ 
and available for the Human Rights and De-
mocracy Fund (HRDF), not less than 
$10,000,000 shall be made available for inter-
national religious freedom programs: Pro-
vided, That the Ambassador-at-Large for 
International Religious Freedom shall con-
sult with the Committees on Appropriations 
on the uses of such funds. 

(2) PROTECTION AND INVESTIGATION PRO-
GRAMS.—Funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’ shall be made available for programs 
to protect vulnerable and persecuted reli-
gious minorities: Provided, That a portion of 
such funds shall be made available for pro-
grams to investigate the persecution of such 
minorities by governments and non-state ac-
tors and for the public dissemination of in-
formation collected on such persecution, in-
cluding on the Department of State Web site. 

(3) HUMANITARIAN PROGRAMS.—Funds ap-
propriated by this Act under the headings 
‘‘International Disaster Assistance’’ and 
‘‘Migration and Refugee Assistance’’ shall be 
made available for humanitarian assistance 
for vulnerable and persecuted religious mi-
norities. 

(4) RESPONSIBILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds made 
available by paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be 
the responsibility of the Ambassador-at- 
Large for International Religious Freedom, 
in consultation with other relevant United 
States Government officials. 

(c) INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING.—Funds 
appropriated by this Act under the heading 
‘‘Broadcasting Board of Governors, Inter-
national Broadcasting Operations’’ shall be 
made available for programs related to inter-
national religious freedom, including report-
ing on the condition of vulnerable and per-
secuted religious groups. 

(d) ATROCITIES PREVENTION.—Not later 
than 90 days after enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State, after consultation with 
the heads of other United States Govern-
ment agencies represented on the Atrocities 
Prevention Board (APB) and representatives 
of human rights organizations, as appro-
priate, shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees an evaluation of the 
persecution of, including attacks against, 
Christians and people of other religions in 
the Middle East by violent Islamic extrem-
ists and the Muslim Rohingya people in 
Burma by violent Buddhist extremists, in-
cluding whether either situation constitutes 
mass atrocities or genocide (as defined in 
section 1091 of title 18, United States Code), 
and a detailed description of any proposed 
atrocities prevention response recommended 
by the APB: Provided, That such evaluation 
and response may include a classified annex, 
if necessary. 

(e) DESIGNATION OF NON-STATE ACTORS.— 
The President shall, concurrent with the an-
nual foreign country review required by sec-
tion 402(b)(1) of the International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6442(b)(1)), re-
view and identify any non-state actors in 

such countries that have engaged in particu-
larly severe violations of religious freedom, 
and designate, in a manner consistent with 
such Act, each such group as a non-state 
actor of particular concern for religious free-
dom operating in such reviewed country or 
surrounding region: Provided, That whenever 
the President designates such a non-state 
actor under this subsection, the President 
shall, as soon as practicable after the des-
ignation is made, submit a report to the ap-
propriate congressional committees detail-
ing the reasons for such designation. 

(f) REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2016, the Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the Chairman of the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors and the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development, shall submit a report, includ-
ing a classified annex if necessary, to the ap-
propriate congressional committees detail-
ing, by account, agency, and on a country- 
by-country basis, funds made available by 
this Act and prior Acts making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs for the pre-
vious 2 fiscal years for international reli-
gious freedom programs; protection and in-
vestigation programs regarding vulnerable 
and persecuted religious minorities; humani-
tarian and relief assistance for such minori-
ties; and international broadcasting regard-
ing religious freedom. 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 7034. (a) VICTIMS OF WAR, DISPLACED 

CHILDREN, AND DISPLACED BURMESE.—Funds 
appropriated in titles III and VI of this Act 
that are made available for victims of war, 
displaced children, displaced Burmese, and 
to combat trafficking in persons and assist 
victims of such trafficking, may be made 
available notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law. 

(b) LAW ENFORCEMENT AND SECURITY.— 
(1) CHILD SOLDIERS.—Funds appropriated by 

this Act should not be used to support any 
military training or operations that include 
child soldiers. 

(2) CROWD CONTROL ITEMS.—Funds appro-
priated by this Act should not be used for 
tear gas, small arms, light weapons, ammu-
nition, or other items for crowd control pur-
poses for foreign security forces that use ex-
cessive force to repress peaceful expression, 
association, or assembly in countries under-
going democratic transition. 

(3) DISARMAMENT, DEMOBILIZATION, AND RE-
INTEGRATION.—Section 7034(d) of the Depart-
ment of State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs Appropriations Act, 2015 (di-
vision J of Public Law 113–235) shall continue 
in effect during fiscal year 2016 as if part of 
this Act. 

(4) FORENSIC ASSISTANCE.— 
(A) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 

under the heading ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’, not less than $4,000,000 shall be made 
available for forensic anthropology assist-
ance related to the exhumation of mass 
graves and the identification of victims of 
war crimes and crimes against humanity, of 
which not less than $3,000,000 should be made 
available for such assistance in Guatemala, 
Peru, Colombia, Iraq, and Sri Lanka, which 
shall be administered by the Assistant Sec-
retary for Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor, Department of State. 

(B) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘International Narcotics 
Control and Law Enforcement’’, not less 
than $4,000,000 shall be made available for 
DNA forensic technology programs to com-
bat human trafficking in Central America. 

(5) INTERNATIONAL PRISON CONDITIONS.— 
Section 7065 of the Department of State, For-
eign Operations, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2015 (division J of Public 
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Law 113–235) shall continue in effect during 
fiscal year 2016 as if part of this Act. 

(6) RECONSTITUTING CIVILIAN POLICE AU-
THORITY.—In providing assistance with funds 
appropriated by this Act under section 
660(b)(6) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, support for a nation emerging from in-
stability may be deemed to mean support for 
regional, district, municipal, or other sub- 
national entity emerging from instability, as 
well as a nation emerging from instability. 

(7) SECURITY ASSISTANCE REPORT.—Not 
later than 120 days after enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations a report 
on funds obligated and expended during fis-
cal year 2015, by country and purpose of as-
sistance, under the headings ‘‘Peacekeeping 
Operations’’, ‘‘International Military Edu-
cation and Training’’, and ‘‘Foreign Military 
Financing Program’’. 

(8) LEAHY VETTING REPORT.— 
(A) Not later than 90 days after enactment 

of this Act, the Secretary of State shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate congressional 
committees on foreign assistance cases sub-
mitted for vetting for purposes of section 
620M of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 
during the preceding fiscal year, including: 

(i) the total number of cases submitted, ap-
proved, suspended, or rejected for human 
rights reasons; and 

(ii) for cases rejected, a description of the 
steps taken to assist the foreign government 
in taking effective measures to bring the re-
sponsible members of the security forces to 
justice, in accordance with section 620M(c) of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. 

(B) The report required by this paragraph 
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but 
may be accompanied by a classified annex. 

(9) ANNUAL FOREIGN MILITARY TRAINING RE-
PORT.—For the purposes of implementing 
section 656 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, the term ‘‘military training provided to 
foreign military personnel by the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of 
State’’ shall be deemed to include all mili-
tary training provided by foreign govern-
ments with funds appropriated to the De-
partment of Defense or the Department of 
State, except for training provided by the 
government of a country designated by sec-
tion 517(b) of such Act as a major non-NATO 
ally. 

(c) WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME.—Funds man-
aged by the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, 
and Humanitarian Assistance, United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID), from this or any other Act, may be 
made available as a general contribution to 
the World Food Programme, notwith-
standing any other provision of law. 

(d) DIRECTIVES AND AUTHORITIES.— 
(1) RESEARCH AND TRAINING.—Funds appro-

priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘As-
sistance for Europe, Eurasia and Central 
Asia’’ shall be made available to carry out 
the Program for Research and Training on 
Eastern Europe and the Independent States 
of the Former Soviet Union as authorized by 
the Soviet-Eastern European Research and 
Training Act of 1983 (22 U.S.C. 4501 et seq.). 

(2) GENOCIDE VICTIMS MEMORIAL SITES.— 
Funds appropriated by this Act and prior 
Acts making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and re-
lated programs under the headings ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’ and ‘‘Assistance for 
Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’ may be 
made available as contributions to establish 
and maintain memorial sites of genocide, 
subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

(3) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES.—Of the 
amounts made available by title I of this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Diplomatic and Consular 
Programs’’, up to $500,000 may be made avail-

able for grants pursuant to section 504 of 
Public Law 95–426 (22 U.S.C. 2656d), including 
to facilitate collaboration with indigenous 
communities. 

(4) EXTENSION OF LEGAL PROTECTION.—No 
conviction issued by the Cairo Criminal 
Court on June 4, 2013, in ‘‘Public Prosecution 
Case No. 1110 for the Year 2012’’, against a 
citizen or national of the United States or an 
alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence in the United States, shall be consid-
ered a conviction for the purposes of United 
States law or for any activity undertaken 
within the jurisdiction of the United States 
during fiscal year 2016 and any fiscal year 
thereafter. 

(5) MODIFICATION OF LIFE INSURANCE SUP-
PLEMENTAL APPLICABLE TO THOSE KILLED IN 
TERRORIST ATTACKS.— 

(A) Section 415(a)(1) of the Foreign Service 
Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3975(a)(1)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘a payment from the United 
States in an amount that, when added to the 
amount of the employee’s employer-provided 
group life insurance policy coverage (if any), 
equals $400,000’’ and inserting ‘‘a special pay-
ment of $400,000, which shall be in addition 
to any employer provided life insurance pol-
icy coverage’’. 

(B) The insurance benefit under section 415 
of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 
3975), as amended by subparagraph (A), shall 
be applicable to eligible employees who die 
as a result of injuries sustained while on 
duty abroad because of an act of terrorism, 
as defined in section 140(d) of the Foreign Re-
lations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1998 
and 1999 (22 U.S.C. 2656f(d)), anytime on or 
after April 18, 1983. 

(6) AUTHORITY.—The Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment may use funds appropriated by 
this Act under title III to make innovation 
incentive awards: Provided, That each indi-
vidual award may not exceed $100,000: Pro-
vided further, That no more than 10 such 
awards may be made during fiscal year 2016: 
Provided further, That for purposes of this 
paragraph the term ‘‘innovation incentive 
award’’ means the provision of funding on a 
competitive basis that— 

(A) encourages and rewards the develop-
ment of solutions for a particular, well-de-
fined problem related to the alleviation of 
poverty; or 

(B) helps identify and promote a broad 
range of ideas and practices facilitating fur-
ther development of an idea or practice by 
third parties. 

(e) PARTNER VETTING.—Funds appropriated 
by this Act or in titles I through IV of prior 
Acts making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and re-
lated programs shall be used by the Sec-
retary of State and the USAID Adminis-
trator, as appropriate, to support the contin-
ued implementation of the Partner Vetting 
System (PVS) pilot program: Provided, That 
the Secretary of State and the USAID Ad-
ministrator shall inform the Committees on 
Appropriations, at least 30 days prior to 
completion of the pilot program, on the cri-
teria for evaluating such program, including 
for possible expansion: Provided further, That 
not later than 180 days after completion of 
the pilot program, the Secretary and USAID 
Administrator shall jointly submit a report 
to the Committees on Appropriations, in 
classified form if necessary, detailing the 
findings, conclusions, and any recommenda-
tions for expansion of such program: Provided 
further, That not less than 30 days prior to 
the implementation of any recommendations 
for expanding the PVS pilot program the 
Secretary of State and USAID Administrator 
shall consult with the Committees on Appro-
priations and with representatives of agency 
implementing partners on the findings, con-

clusions, and recommendations in such re-
port, as appropriate. 

(f) CONTINGENCIES.—During fiscal year 2016, 
the President may use up to $125,000,000 
under the authority of section 451 of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law. 

(g) INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTIONS.—The 
Secretary of State should withhold funds ap-
propriated under title III of this Act for as-
sistance for the central government of any 
country that is not taking appropriate steps 
to comply with the Convention on the Civil 
Aspects of International Child Abductions, 
done at the Hague on October 25, 1980: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary shall report to the 
Committees on Appropriations within 15 
days of withholding funds under this sub-
section. 

(h) REPORT REPEALED.—Section 616(c) of 
the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and 
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 1999 (division A of Pub-
lic Law 105–277) is hereby repealed. 

(i) TRANSFERS FOR EXTRAORDINARY PROTEC-
TION.—The Secretary of State may transfer 
to, and merge with, funds under the heading 
‘‘Protection of Foreign Missions and Offi-
cials’’ unobligated balances of expired funds 
appropriated under the heading ‘‘Diplomatic 
and Consular Programs’’ for fiscal year 2016, 
except for funds designated for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, at no later than the end 
of the fifth fiscal year after the last fiscal 
year for which such funds are available for 
the purposes for which appropriated: Pro-
vided, That not more than $50,000,000 may be 
transferred. 

(j) PROTECTIONS AND REMEDIES FOR EM-
PLOYEES OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND INTER-
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.—Section 7034(k) of 
the Department of State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (division J of Public Law 113– 
235) shall continue in effect during fiscal 
year 2016 as if part of this Act. 

(k) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES.— 
(1) PASSPORT FEES.—Section 1(b)(2) of the 

Passport Act of June 4, 1920 (22 U.S.C. 
214(b)(2)) shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘September 30, 2016’’ for ‘‘September 30, 
2010’’. 

(2) ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARDS.—The 
authority provided by section 301(a)(3) of the 
Omnibus Diplomatic Security and 
Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 
4831(a)(3)) shall remain in effect for facilities 
in Afghanistan through September 30, 2016, 
except that the notification and reporting 
requirements contained in such section shall 
include the Committees on Appropriations. 

(3) INCENTIVES FOR CRITICAL POSTS.—The 
authority contained in section 1115(d) of the 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Pub-
lic Law 111–32) shall remain in effect through 
September 30, 2016. 

(4) FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER ANNUITANT 
WAIVER.—Section 824(g) of the Foreign Serv-
ice Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4064(g)) shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’ 
for ‘‘October 1, 2010’’ in paragraph (2). 

(5) DEPARTMENT OF STATE CIVIL SERVICE AN-
NUITANT WAIVER.—Section 61(a) of the State 
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 
U.S.C. 2733(a)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’ for ‘‘October 
1, 2010’’ in paragraph (2). 

(6) USAID CIVIL SERVICE ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—Section 625(j)(1) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2385(j)(1)) shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’ 
for ‘‘October 1, 2010’’ in subparagraph (B). 

(7) OVERSEAS PAY COMPARABILITY AND LIMI-
TATION.— 

(A) Subject to the limitation described in 
subparagraph (B), the authority provided by 
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section 1113 of the Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2009 (Public Law 111–32; 123 Stat. 
1904) shall remain in effect through Sep-
tember 30, 2016. 

(B) The authority described in subpara-
graph (A) may not be used to pay an eligible 
member of the Foreign Service (as defined in 
section 1113(b) of the Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 2009) a locality-based com-
parability payment (stated as a percentage) 
that exceeds two-thirds of the amount of the 
locality-based comparability payment (stat-
ed as a percentage) that would be payable to 
such member under section 5304 of title 5, 
United States Code, if such member’s official 
duty station were in the District of Colum-
bia. 

(8) CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY.—The Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 1990 (Public 
Law 101–167) is amended— 

(A) in section 599D (8 U.S.C. 1157 note)— 
(i) in subsection (b)(3), by striking ‘‘and 

2015’’ and inserting ‘‘2015, and 2016’’; and 
(ii) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘2015’’ 

each place it appears and inserting ‘‘2016’’; 
and 

(B) in section 599E (8 U.S.C. 1255 note) in 
subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘2015’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2016’’. 

(9) INSPECTOR GENERAL ANNUITANT WAIV-
ER.—The authorities provided in section 
1015(b) of the Supplemental Appropriations 
Act, 2010 (Public Law 111–212) shall remain in 
effect through September 30, 2016. 

(10) EXTENSION OF LOAN GUARANTEES TO 
ISRAEL.—Chapter 5 of title I of the Emer-
gency Wartime Supplemental Appropriations 
Act, 2003 (Public Law 108–11; 117 Stat. 576) is 
amended under the heading ‘‘Loan Guaran-
tees to Israel’’— 

(A) in the matter preceding the first pro-
viso, by striking ‘‘September 30, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘September 30, 2019’’; and 

(B) in the second proviso, by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘September 
30, 2019’’. 

(11) EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCKPILE 
AUTHORITY.— 

(A) Section 12001(d) of the Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 2005 (Public Law 
108–287; 118 Stat. 1011) is amended by striking 
‘‘more than 11 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘after Sep-
tember 30, 2017’’. 

(B) Section 514(b)(2)(A) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321h(b)(2)(A)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘and 2015’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2015, 2016, and 2017’’. 

(12) UNITED STATES ADVISORY COMMISSION 
ON PUBLIC DIPLOMACY.—Section 1334 of the 
Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring 
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6553) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’ for ‘‘Octo-
ber 1, 2015’’. 

(l) DEPARTMENT OF STATE WORKING CAP-
ITAL FUND.—Funds appropriated by this Act 
or otherwise made available to the Depart-
ment of State for payments to the Working 
Capital Fund may only be used for the serv-
ice centers included in Appendix 1 of the 
Congressional Budget Justification, Depart-
ment of State, Diplomatic Engagement, Fis-
cal Year 2016: Provided, That the amounts for 
such service centers shall be the amounts in-
cluded in such budget except as provided in 
section 7015(b) of this Act: Provided further, 
That Federal agency components shall be 
charged only for their direct usage of each 
Working Capital Fund service: Provided fur-
ther, That Federal agency components may 
only pay for Working Capital Fund services 
that are consistent with the component’s 
purpose and authorities: Provided further, 
That the Working Capital Fund shall be paid 
in advance or reimbursed at rates which will 
return the full cost of each service. 

(m) HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Funds ap-
propriated by this Act that are available for 
monitoring and evaluation of assistance 
under the headings ‘‘International Disaster 
Assistance’’ and ‘‘Migration and Refugee As-
sistance’’ shall, as appropriate, be made 
available for the regular collection of feed-
back obtained directly from beneficiaries on 
the quality and relevance of such assistance: 
Provided, That the Department of State and 
USAID shall conduct regular oversight to en-
sure that such feedback is collected and used 
by implementing partners to maximize the 
cost-effectiveness and utility of such assist-
ance, and require such partners that receive 
funds under such headings to establish proce-
dures for collecting and responding to such 
feedback. 

(n) HIV/AIDS WORKING CAPITAL FUND.— 
Funds available in the HIV/AIDS Working 
Capital Fund established pursuant to section 
525(b)(1) of the Foreign Operations, Export 
Financing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2005 (Public Law 108–477) may be 
made available for pharmaceuticals and 
other products for child survival, malaria, 
and tuberculosis to the same extent as HIV/ 
AIDS pharmaceuticals and other products, 
subject to the terms and conditions in such 
section: Provided, That the authority in sec-
tion 525(b)(5) of the Foreign Operations, Ex-
port Financing, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2005 (Public Law 108–477) 
shall be exercised by the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Global Health, USAID, with re-
spect to funds deposited for such non-HIV/ 
AIDS pharmaceuticals and other products, 
and shall be subject to the regular notifica-
tion procedures of the Committees on Appro-
priations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of State shall include in the congres-
sional budget justification an accounting of 
budgetary resources, disbursements, bal-
ances, and reimbursements related to such 
fund. 

(o) LOAN GUARANTEES AND ENTERPRISE 
FUNDS.— 

(1) LOAN GUARANTEES.—Funds appropriated 
under the headings ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’ and ‘‘Assistance for Europe, Eurasia 
and Central Asia’’ by this Act and prior Acts 
making appropriations for the Department 
of State, foreign operations, and related pro-
grams may be made available for the costs, 
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, of loan guarantees for 
Jordan, Ukraine, and Tunisia, which are au-
thorized to be provided: Provided, That 
amounts made available under this para-
graph for the costs of such guarantees shall 
not be considered assistance for the purposes 
of provisions of law limiting assistance to a 
country. 

(2) ENTERPRISE FUNDS.—Funds appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Economic Sup-
port Fund’’ in this Act may be made avail-
able to establish and operate one or more en-
terprise funds for Egypt and Tunisia: Pro-
vided, That the first, third and fifth provisos 
under section 7041(b) of the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2012 (division I of 
Public Law 112–74) shall apply to funds ap-
propriated by this Act under the heading 
‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ for an enterprise 
fund or funds to the same extent and in the 
same manner as such provision of law ap-
plied to funds made available under such sec-
tion (except that the clause excluding sub-
section (d)(3) of section 201 of the SEED Act 
shall not apply): Provided further, That in ad-
dition to the previous proviso, the authori-
ties in the matter preceding the first proviso 
of such section may apply to any such enter-
prise fund or funds: Provided further, That 
the authority of any such enterprise fund or 
funds to provide assistance shall cease to be 
effective on December 31, 2026. 

(3) CONSULTATION AND NOTIFICATION.— 
Funds made available by this subsection 
shall be subject to prior consultation with 
the appropriate congressional committees, 
and subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

(p) ASSESSMENT OF INDIRECT COSTS.—Not 
later than 90 days after enactment of this 
Act and following consultation with the 
Committees on Appropriations, the Sec-
retary of State and the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) shall submit to such 
Committees an assessment of the effective-
ness of current policies and procedures in en-
suring that payments for indirect costs, in-
cluding for negotiated indirect cost rate 
agreements (NICRA), are reasonable and 
comply with the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tions (FAR), as applicable, and title 2, part 
200 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR); 
an assessment of potential benefits of setting 
a cap on such indirect costs to ensure the 
cost-effective use of appropriated funds; a 
plan to revise such policies and procedures to 
strengthen compliance with the FAR and 
CFR and ensure that indirect costs are rea-
sonable; and a timeline for implementing 
such plan. 

(q) SMALL GRANTS AND ENTITIES.— 
(1) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 

under the headings ‘‘Development Assist-
ance’’ and ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, not 
less than $45,000,000 shall be made available 
for the Small Grants Program pursuant to 
section 7080 of the Department of State, For-
eign Operations, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2015 (division J of Public 
Law 113–235), as amended by this Act, which 
may remain available until September 30, 
2020. 

(2) Not later than 45 days after enactment 
of this Act, the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) shall post on the USAID Web 
site detailed information describing the 
process by which small nongovernmental or-
ganizations, educational institutions, and 
other small entities seeking funding from 
USAID for unsolicited proposals through 
grants, cooperative agreements, and other 
assistance mechanisms and agreements, can 
apply for such funding: Provided, That the 
USAID Administrator should ensure that 
each bureau, office, and overseas mission has 
authority to approve, and sufficient funds to 
implement, such grants or other agreements 
that meet appropriate criteria for unsolic-
ited proposals. 

(3) Section 7080 of Public Law 113–235 is 
amended as follows: 

(A) in subsections (b) and (c), strike 
‘‘Grants’’, and insert ‘‘Awards’’; 

(B) in subsection (c)(1), delete ‘‘or’’ after 
‘‘proposals;’’; 

(C) in subsection (c)(2) delete the period 
after ‘‘process’’, and insert ‘‘; or’’; 

(D) after subsection (c)(2), insert ‘‘(3) as 
otherwise allowable under Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulations and USAID procurement 
policies.’’; and 

(E) in subsection (e)(3), strike ‘‘12’’, and in-
sert ‘‘20’’, and strike ‘‘administrative and 
oversight expenses associated with man-
aging’’ and insert ‘‘administrative expenses, 
and other necessary support associated with 
managing and strengthening’’. 

(4) For the purposes of section 7080 of Pub-
lic Law 113–235, ‘‘eligible entities’’ shall be 
defined as small local, international, and 
United States-based nongovernmental orga-
nizations, educational institutions, and 
other small entities that have received less 
than a total of $5,000,000 in USAID funding 
over the previous five years: Provided, That 
departments or centers of such educational 
institutions may be considered individually 
in determining such eligibility. 
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(r) DEFINITIONS.— 
(1) Unless otherwise defined in this Act, for 

purposes of this Act the term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ shall mean the 
Committees on Appropriations and Foreign 
Relations of the Senate and the Committees 
on Appropriations and Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) Unless otherwise defined in this Act, for 
purposes of this Act the term ‘‘funds appro-
priated in this Act and prior Acts making 
appropriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs’’ 
shall mean funds that remain available for 
obligation, and have not expired. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act ‘‘inter-
national financial institutions’’ shall mean 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, the International Develop-
ment Association, the International Finance 
Corporation, the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund, the Asian Development Bank, the 
Asian Development Fund, the Inter-Amer-
ican Investment Corporation, the North 
American Development Bank, the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
the African Development Bank, the African 
Development Fund, and the Multilateral In-
vestment Guarantee Agency. 

(4) Any reference to Southern Kordofan in 
this or any other Act making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs shall be deemed 
to include portions of Western Kordofan that 
were previously part of Southern Kordofan 
prior to the 2013 division of Southern 
Kordofan. 

ARAB LEAGUE BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL 

SEC. 7035. It is the sense of the Congress 
that— 

(1) the Arab League boycott of Israel, and 
the secondary boycott of American firms 
that have commercial ties with Israel, is an 
impediment to peace in the region and to 
United States investment and trade in the 
Middle East and North Africa; 

(2) the Arab League boycott, which was re-
grettably reinstated in 1997, should be imme-
diately and publicly terminated, and the 
Central Office for the Boycott of Israel im-
mediately disbanded; 

(3) all Arab League states should normalize 
relations with their neighbor Israel; 

(4) the President and the Secretary of 
State should continue to vigorously oppose 
the Arab League boycott of Israel and find 
concrete steps to demonstrate that opposi-
tion by, for example, taking into consider-
ation the participation of any recipient 
country in the boycott when determining to 
sell weapons to said country; and 

(5) the President should report to Congress 
annually on specific steps being taken by the 
United States to encourage Arab League 
states to normalize their relations with 
Israel to bring about the termination of the 
Arab League boycott of Israel, including 
those to encourage allies and trading part-
ners of the United States to enact laws pro-
hibiting businesses from complying with the 
boycott and penalizing businesses that do 
comply. 

PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD 

SEC. 7036. (a) LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE.— 
None of the funds appropriated under titles 
III through VI of this Act may be provided to 
support a Palestinian state unless the Sec-
retary of State determines and certifies to 
the appropriate congressional committees 
that— 

(1) the governing entity of a new Pales-
tinian state— 

(A) has demonstrated a firm commitment 
to peaceful co-existence with the State of 
Israel; and 

(B) is taking appropriate measures to 
counter terrorism and terrorist financing in 
the West Bank and Gaza, including the dis-
mantling of terrorist infrastructures, and is 
cooperating with appropriate Israeli and 
other appropriate security organizations; 
and 

(2) the Palestinian Authority (or the gov-
erning entity of a new Palestinian state) is 
working with other countries in the region 
to vigorously pursue efforts to establish a 
just, lasting, and comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East that will enable Israel and an 
independent Palestinian state to exist within 
the context of full and normal relationships, 
which should include— 

(A) termination of all claims or states of 
belligerency; 

(B) respect for and acknowledgment of the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and polit-
ical independence of every state in the area 
through measures including the establish-
ment of demilitarized zones; 

(C) their right to live in peace within se-
cure and recognized boundaries free from 
threats or acts of force; 

(D) freedom of navigation through inter-
national waterways in the area; and 

(E) a framework for achieving a just settle-
ment of the refugee problem. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the governing entity should 
enact a constitution assuring the rule of law, 
an independent judiciary, and respect for 
human rights for its citizens, and should 
enact other laws and regulations assuring 
transparent and accountable governance. 

(c) WAIVER.—The President may waive sub-
section (a) if the President determines that 
it is important to the national security in-
terest of the United States to do so. 

(d) EXEMPTION.—The restriction in sub-
section (a) shall not apply to assistance in-
tended to help reform the Palestinian Au-
thority and affiliated institutions, or the 
governing entity, in order to help meet the 
requirements of subsection (a), consistent 
with the provisions of section 7040 of this Act 
(‘‘Limitation on Assistance for the Pales-
tinian Authority’’). 

RESTRICTIONS CONCERNING THE PALESTINIAN 
AUTHORITY 

SEC. 7037. None of the funds appropriated 
under titles II through VI of this Act may be 
obligated or expended to create in any part 
of Jerusalem a new office of any department 
or agency of the United States Government 
for the purpose of conducting official United 
States Government business with the Pales-
tinian Authority over Gaza and Jericho or 
any successor Palestinian governing entity 
provided for in the Israel-PLO Declaration of 
Principles: Provided, That this restriction 
shall not apply to the acquisition of addi-
tional space for the existing Consulate Gen-
eral in Jerusalem: Provided further, That 
meetings between officers and employees of 
the United States and officials of the Pales-
tinian Authority, or any successor Pales-
tinian governing entity provided for in the 
Israel-PLO Declaration of Principles, for the 
purpose of conducting official United States 
Government business with such authority 
should continue to take place in locations 
other than Jerusalem: Provided further, That 
as has been true in the past, officers and em-
ployees of the United States Government 
may continue to meet in Jerusalem on other 
subjects with Palestinians (including those 
who now occupy positions in the Palestinian 
Authority), have social contacts, and have 
incidental discussions. 

PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO THE 
PALESTINIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

SEC. 7038. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be used to provide equipment, technical sup-

port, consulting services, or any other form 
of assistance to the Palestinian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

ASSISTANCE FOR THE WEST BANK AND GAZA 
SEC. 7039. (a) OVERSIGHT.—For fiscal year 

2016, 30 days prior to the initial obligation of 
funds for the bilateral West Bank and Gaza 
Program, the Secretary of State shall certify 
to the Committees on Appropriations that 
procedures have been established to assure 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
will have access to appropriate United States 
financial information in order to review the 
uses of United States assistance for the Pro-
gram funded under the heading ‘‘Economic 
Support Fund’’ for the West Bank and Gaza. 

(b) VETTING.—Prior to the obligation of 
funds appropriated by this Act under the 
heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ for as-
sistance for the West Bank and Gaza, the 
Secretary of State shall take all appropriate 
steps to ensure that such assistance is not 
provided to or through any individual, pri-
vate or government entity, or educational 
institution that the Secretary knows or has 
reason to believe advocates, plans, sponsors, 
engages in, or has engaged in, terrorist ac-
tivity nor, with respect to private entities or 
educational institutions, those that have as 
a principal officer of the entity’s governing 
board or governing board of trustees any in-
dividual that has been determined to be in-
volved in, or advocating terrorist activity or 
determined to be a member of a designated 
foreign terrorist organization: Provided, That 
the Secretary of State shall, as appropriate, 
establish procedures specifying the steps to 
be taken in carrying out this subsection and 
shall terminate assistance to any individual, 
entity, or educational institution which the 
Secretary has determined to be involved in 
or advocating terrorist activity. 

(c) PROHIBITION.— 
(1) RECOGNITION OF ACTS OF TERRORISM.— 

None of the funds appropriated under titles 
III through VI of this Act for assistance 
under the West Bank and Gaza Program may 
be made available for the purpose of recog-
nizing or otherwise honoring individuals who 
commit, or have committed acts of ter-
rorism. 

(2) SECURITY ASSISTANCE AND REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENT.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, none of the funds made avail-
able by this or prior appropriations Acts, in-
cluding funds made available by transfer, 
may be made available for obligation for se-
curity assistance for the West Bank and 
Gaza until the Secretary of State reports to 
the Committees on Appropriations on the 
benchmarks that have been established for 
security assistance for the West Bank and 
Gaza and reports on the extent of Pales-
tinian compliance with such benchmarks. 

(d) AUDITS BY THE UNITED STATES AGENCY 
FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.— 

(1) The Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development shall 
ensure that Federal or non-Federal audits of 
all contractors and grantees, and significant 
subcontractors and sub-grantees, under the 
West Bank and Gaza Program, are conducted 
at least on an annual basis to ensure, among 
other things, compliance with this section. 

(2) Of the funds appropriated by this Act up 
to $500,000 may be used by the Office of In-
spector General of the United States Agency 
for International Development for audits, in-
spections, and other activities in furtherance 
of the requirements of this subsection: Pro-
vided, That such funds are in addition to 
funds otherwise available for such purposes. 

(e) COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
STATES AUDIT.—Subsequent to the certifi-
cation specified in subsection (a), the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall 
conduct an audit and an investigation of the 
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treatment, handling, and uses of all funds for 
the bilateral West Bank and Gaza Program, 
including all funds provided as cash transfer 
assistance, in fiscal year 2016 under the head-
ing ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, and such 
audit shall address— 

(1) the extent to which such Program com-
plies with the requirements of subsections 
(b) and (c); and 

(2) an examination of all programs, 
projects, and activities carried out under 
such Program, including both obligations 
and expenditures. 

(f) NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES.—Funds made 
available in this Act for West Bank and Gaza 
shall be subject to the regular notification 
procedures of the Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

(g) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State shall submit a report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations updating the report 
contained in section 2106 of chapter 2 of title 
II of the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Defense, the Global War on 
Terror, and Tsunami Relief, 2005 (Public Law 
109–13). 

LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE FOR THE 
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY 

SEC. 7040. (a) PROHIBITION OF FUNDS.—None 
of the funds appropriated by this Act to 
carry out the provisions of chapter 4 of part 
II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 may 
be obligated or expended with respect to pro-
viding funds to the Palestinian Authority. 

(b) WAIVER.—The prohibition included in 
subsection (a) shall not apply if the Presi-
dent certifies in writing to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, the President 
pro tempore of the Senate, and the Commit-
tees on Appropriations that waiving such 
prohibition is important to the national se-
curity interest of the United States. 

(c) PERIOD OF APPLICATION OF WAIVER.— 
Any waiver pursuant to subsection (b) shall 
be effective for no more than a period of 6 
months at a time and shall not apply beyond 
12 months after the enactment of this Act. 

(d) REPORT.—Whenever the waiver author-
ity pursuant to subsection (b) is exercised, 
the President shall submit a report to the 
Committees on Appropriations detailing the 
justification for the waiver, the purposes for 
which the funds will be spent, and the ac-
counting procedures in place to ensure that 
the funds are properly disbursed: Provided, 
That the report shall also detail the steps 
the Palestinian Authority has taken to ar-
rest terrorists, confiscate weapons and dis-
mantle the terrorist infrastructure. 

(e) CERTIFICATION.—If the President exer-
cises the waiver authority under subsection 
(b), the Secretary of State must certify and 
report to the Committees on Appropriations 
prior to the obligation of funds that the Pal-
estinian Authority has established a single 
treasury account for all Palestinian Author-
ity financing and all financing mechanisms 
flow through this account, no parallel fi-
nancing mechanisms exist outside of the Pal-
estinian Authority treasury account, and 
there is a single comprehensive civil service 
roster and payroll, and the Palestinian Au-
thority is acting to counter incitement of vi-
olence against Israelis and is supporting ac-
tivities aimed at promoting peace, coexist-
ence, and security cooperation with Israel. 

(f) PROHIBITION TO HAMAS AND THE PAL-
ESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION.— 

(1) None of the funds appropriated in titles 
III through VI of this Act may be obligated 
for salaries of personnel of the Palestinian 
Authority located in Gaza or may be obli-
gated or expended for assistance to Hamas or 
any entity effectively controlled by Hamas, 
any power-sharing government of which 
Hamas is a member, or that results from an 

agreement with Hamas and over which 
Hamas exercises undue influence. 

(2) Notwithstanding the limitation of para-
graph (1), assistance may be provided to a 
power-sharing government only if the Presi-
dent certifies and reports to the Committees 
on Appropriations that such government, in-
cluding all of its ministers or such equiva-
lent, has publicly accepted and is complying 
with the principles contained in section 
620K(b)(1) (A) and (B) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended. 

(3) The President may exercise the author-
ity in section 620K(e) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as added by the Palestinian 
Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006 (Public Law 109– 
446) with respect to this subsection. 

(4) Whenever the certification pursuant to 
paragraph (2) is exercised, the Secretary of 
State shall submit a report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations within 120 days of the 
certification and every quarter thereafter on 
whether such government, including all of 
its ministers or such equivalent are con-
tinuing to comply with the principles con-
tained in section 620K(b)(1) (A) and (B) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended: 
Provided, That the report shall also detail 
the amount, purposes and delivery mecha-
nisms for any assistance provided pursuant 
to the abovementioned certification and a 
full accounting of any direct support of such 
government. 

(5) None of the funds appropriated under ti-
tles III through VI of this Act may be obli-
gated for assistance for the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization. 

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 
SEC. 7041. (a) EGYPT.— 
(1) CERTIFICATION AND REPORT.—Funds ap-

propriated by this Act that are available for 
assistance for Egypt may be made available 
notwithstanding any other provision of law 
restricting assistance for Egypt, except for 
this subsection and section 620M of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, and may only be 
made available for assistance for the Govern-
ment of Egypt if the Secretary of State cer-
tifies and reports to the Committees on Ap-
propriations that such government is— 

(A) sustaining the strategic relationship 
with the United States; and 

(B) meeting its obligations under the 1979 
Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty. 

(2) ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUND.— 
(A) FUNDING.—Of the funds appropriated by 

this Act under the heading ‘‘Economic Sup-
port Fund’’, up to $150,000,000 may be made 
available for assistance for Egypt, of which 
not less than $35,000,000 should be made 
available for higher education programs in-
cluding not less than $10,000,000 for scholar-
ships at not-for-profit institutions for Egyp-
tian students with high financial need: Pro-
vided, That such funds may be made avail-
able for democracy programs and for devel-
opment programs in the Sinai: Provided fur-
ther, That such funds may not be made avail-
able for cash transfer assistance or budget 
support unless the Secretary of State cer-
tifies and reports to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that the Government of 
Egypt is taking consistent and effective 
steps to stabilize the economy and imple-
ment market-based economic reforms. 

(B) WITHHOLDING.—The Secretary of State 
shall withhold from obligation funds appro-
priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’ for assistance for 
Egypt, an amount of such funds that the Sec-
retary determines to be equivalent to that 
expended by the United States Government 
for bail, and by nongovernmental organiza-
tions for legal and court fees, associated 
with democracy-related trials in Egypt until 
the Secretary certifies and reports to the 
Committees on Appropriations that the Gov-

ernment of Egypt has dismissed the convic-
tions issued by the Cairo Criminal Court on 
June 4, 2013, in ‘‘Public Prosecution Case No. 
1110 for the Year 2012’’. 

(3) FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING PRO-
GRAM.— 

(A) CERTIFICATION.—Of the funds appro-
priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘For-
eign Military Financing Program’’, 
$1,300,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, may be made available for 
assistance for Egypt: Provided, That 15 per-
cent of such funds shall be withheld from ob-
ligation until the Secretary of State cer-
tifies and reports to the Committees on Ap-
propriations that the Government of Egypt 
is taking effective steps to— 

(i) advance democracy and human rights in 
Egypt, including to govern democratically 
and protect religious minorities and the 
rights of women, which are in addition to 
steps taken during the previous calendar 
year for such purposes; 

(ii) implement reforms that protect free-
doms of expression, association, and peaceful 
assembly, including the ability of civil soci-
ety organizations and the media to function 
without interference; 

(iii) release political prisoners and provide 
detainees with due process of law; 

(iv) hold Egyptian security forces account-
able, including officers credibly alleged to 
have violated human rights; and 

(v) provide regular access for United States 
officials to monitor such assistance in areas 
where the assistance is used: 
Provided further, That such funds may be 
transferred to an interest bearing account in 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, fol-
lowing consultation with the Committees on 
Appropriations: Provided further, That the 
certification requirement of this paragraph 
shall not apply to funds appropriated by this 
Act under such heading for counterter-
rorism, border security, and nonproliferation 
programs for Egypt. 

(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the certification requirement in sub-
paragraph (A) if the Secretary determines 
and reports to the Committees on Appropria-
tions that to do so is important to the na-
tional security interest of the United States, 
and submits a report to such Committees 
containing a detailed justification for the 
use of such waiver and the reasons why any 
of the requirements of subparagraph (A) can-
not be met. 

(4) OVERSIGHT AND CONSULTATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(A) The Secretary of State shall take all 
practicable steps to ensure that mechanisms 
are in place for monitoring, oversight, and 
control of funds made available by this sub-
section for assistance for Egypt. 

(B) Not later than 90 days after enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall consult with 
the Committees on Appropriations on any 
plan to restructure military assistance for 
Egypt. 

(b) IRAN.— 
(1) FUNDING.—Funds appropriated by this 

Act under the headings ‘‘Diplomatic and 
Consular Programs’’, ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’, and ‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-ter-
rorism, Demining and Related Programs’’ 
shall be used by the Secretary of State— 

(A) to support the United States policy to 
prevent Iran from achieving the capability 
to produce or otherwise obtain a nuclear 
weapon; 

(B) to support an expeditious response to 
any violation of the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action or United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2231; 

(C) to support the implementation and en-
forcement of sanctions against Iran for sup-
port of terrorism, human rights abuses, and 
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ballistic missile and weapons proliferation; 
and 

(D) for democracy programs for Iran, to be 
administered by the Assistant Secretary for 
Near Eastern Affairs, Department of State, 
in consultation with the Assistant Secretary 
for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, 
Department of State. 

(2) CONTINUATION OF PROHIBITION.—The 
terms and conditions of paragraph (2) of sec-
tion 7041(c) in division I of Public Law 112–74 
shall continue in effect during fiscal year 
2016 as if part of this Act. 

(3) REPORTS.— 
(A) The Secretary of State shall submit to 

the Committees on Appropriations the semi- 
annual report required by section 2 of the 
Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act of 2015 
(42 U.S.C. 2160e(d)(4)). 

(B) Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Secretary of 
the Treasury, shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on 
the status of the implementation and en-
forcement of bilateral United States and 
multilateral sanctions against Iran and ac-
tions taken by the United States and the 
international community to enforce such 
sanctions against Iran: Provided, That the re-
port shall also include any entities involved 
in the testing of a ballistic missile by the 
Government of Iran after October 1, 2015, and 
note whether such entities are currently 
under United States sanctions: Provided fur-
ther, That such report shall be submitted in 
an unclassified form, but may contain a clas-
sified annex if necessary. 

(c) IRAQ.— 
(1) PURPOSES.—Funds appropriated by this 

Act shall be made available for assistance 
for Iraq to promote governance, security, 
and internal and regional stability, including 
in Kurdistan and other areas impacted by 
the conflict in Syria, and among religious 
and ethnic minority populations in Iraq. 

(2) LIMITATION.—None of the funds appro-
priated by this Act may be made available 
for construction, rehabilitation, or other im-
provements to United States diplomatic fa-
cilities in Iraq on property for which no 
land-use agreement has been entered into by 
the Governments of the United States and 
Iraq: Provided, That the restrictions in this 
paragraph shall not apply if such funds are 
necessary to protect United States diplo-
matic facilities or the security, health, and 
welfare of United States personnel. 

(3) KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS SE-
CURITY SERVICES.—Funds appropriated by 
this Act under the headings ‘‘International 
Narcotics Control and Law Enforcement’’ 
and ‘‘Foreign Military Financing Program’’ 
that are available for assistance for Iraq 
should be made available to enhance the ca-
pacity of Kurdistan Regional Government se-
curity services and for security programs in 
Kurdistan to address requirements arising 
from the violence in Syria and Iraq: Provided, 
That the Secretary of State shall consult 
with the Committees on Appropriations 
prior to obligating such funds. 

(4) BASING RIGHTS AGREEMENT.—None of the 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by this Act may be used by the Govern-
ment of the United States to enter into a 
permanent basing rights agreement between 
the United States and Iraq. 

(d) JORDAN.— 
(1) FUNDING LEVELS.—Of the funds appro-

priated by this Act under titles III and IV, 
not less than $1,275,000,000 shall be made 
available for assistance for Jordan, of which 
not less than $204,000,000 shall be for budget 
support for the Government of Jordan and 
$100,000,000 shall be for water sector support: 
Provided, That such assistance for water sec-
tor support shall be subject to prior con-

sultation with the Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

(2) RESPONSE TO THE SYRIAN CRISIS.—Funds 
appropriated by this Act shall be made avail-
able for programs to implement the Jordan 
Response Plan 2015 for the Syria Crisis, in-
cluding assistance for host communities in 
Jordan: Provided, That not later than 180 
days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit a report to the 
Committees on Appropriations describing 
United States and other donor contributions 
to such Plan. 

(e) LEBANON.— 
(1) LIMITATION.—None of the funds appro-

priated by this Act may be made available 
for the Lebanese Internal Security Forces 
(ISF) or the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) if 
the ISF or the LAF is controlled by a foreign 
terrorist organization, as designated pursu-
ant to section 219 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 

(2) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—Funds ap-
propriated by this Act under the headings 
‘‘International Narcotics Control and Law 
Enforcement’’ and ‘‘Foreign Military Fi-
nancing Program’’ that are available for as-
sistance for Lebanon may be made available 
for programs and equipment for the ISF and 
the LAF to address security and stability re-
quirements in areas affected by the conflict 
in Syria, following consultation with the ap-
propriate congressional committees. 

(3) ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUND.—Funds appro-
priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’ that are available for 
assistance for Lebanon may be made avail-
able notwithstanding section 1224 of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 2003 (Public Law 107–228; 22 U.S.C. 2346 
note). 

(4) FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING PRO-
GRAM.—In addition to the activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2), funds appropriated 
by this Act under the heading ‘‘Foreign Mili-
tary Financing Program’’ for assistance for 
Lebanon may be made available only to pro-
fessionalize the LAF and to strengthen bor-
der security and combat terrorism, including 
training and equipping the LAF to secure 
Lebanon’s borders, interdicting arms ship-
ments, preventing the use of Lebanon as a 
safe haven for terrorist groups, and to imple-
ment United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1701: Provided, That funds may not be 
obligated for assistance for the LAF until 
the Secretary of State submits to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations a detailed spend 
plan, including actions to be taken to ensure 
equipment provided to the LAF is only used 
for the intended purposes, except such plan 
may not be considered as meeting the notifi-
cation requirements under section 7015 of 
this Act or under section 634A of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, and shall be sub-
mitted not later than September 1, 2016: Pro-
vided further, That any notification sub-
mitted pursuant to such sections shall in-
clude any funds specifically intended for le-
thal military equipment. 

(f) LIBYA.— 
(1) FUNDING.—Of the funds appropriated by 

titles III and IV of this Act, not less than 
$20,000,000 shall be made available for assist-
ance for Libya for programs to strengthen 
governing institutions and civil society, im-
prove border security, and promote democ-
racy and stability in Libya, and for activi-
ties to address the humanitarian needs of the 
people of Libya. 

(2) LIMITATIONS.— 
(A) COOPERATION ON THE SEPTEMBER 2012 AT-

TACK ON UNITED STATES PERSONNEL AND FA-
CILITIES.—None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be made available for assist-
ance for the central Government of Libya 
unless the Secretary of State reports to the 
Committees on Appropriations that such 

government is cooperating with United 
States Government efforts to investigate and 
bring to justice those responsible for the at-
tack on United States personnel and facili-
ties in Benghazi, Libya in September 2012: 
Provided, That the limitation in this para-
graph shall not apply to funds made avail-
able for the purpose of protecting United 
States Government personnel or facilities. 

(B) INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS.—The limi-
tation on the uses of funds in section 
7041(f)(2) of the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 2014 (division K of Public Law 
113–76) shall apply to funds appropriated by 
this Act that are made available for assist-
ance for Libya. 

(3) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Prior to 
the initial obligation of funds made available 
by this Act for assistance for Libya, the Sec-
retary of State shall certify and report to 
the Committees on Appropriations that all 
practicable steps have been taken to ensure 
that mechanisms are in place for moni-
toring, oversight, and control of funds made 
available by this subsection for assistance 
for Libya, including a description of the vet-
ting procedures to be used for recipients of 
assistance made available under title IV of 
this Act. 

(g) MOROCCO.— 
(1) AVAILABILITY AND CONSULTATION RE-

QUIREMENT.—Funds appropriated under title 
III of this Act shall be made available for as-
sistance for the Western Sahara: Provided, 
That not later than 90 days after enactment 
of this Act and prior to the obligation of 
such funds the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, shall consult with the Commit-
tees on Appropriations on the proposed uses 
of such funds. 

(2) FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING PRO-
GRAM.—Funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Foreign Military Financ-
ing Program’’ that are available for assist-
ance for Morocco may only be used for the 
purposes requested in the Congressional 
Budget Justification, Foreign Operations, 
Fiscal Year 2016. 

(h) SYRIA.— 
(1) NON-LETHAL ASSISTANCE.—Funds appro-

priated by this Act under the headings ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’, ‘‘International Nar-
cotics Control and Law Enforcement’’, and 
‘‘Peacekeeping Operations’’ shall be made 
available, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law except for this subsection, for 
non-lethal assistance for programs to ad-
dress the needs of civilians affected by con-
flict in Syria, and for programs that seek 
to— 

(A) establish governance in Syria that is 
representative, inclusive, and accountable; 

(B) expand the role of women in negotia-
tions to end the violence and in any political 
transition in Syria; 

(C) develop and implement political proc-
esses that are democratic, transparent, and 
adhere to the rule of law; 

(D) further the legitimacy of the Syrian 
opposition through cross-border programs; 

(E) develop civil society and an inde-
pendent media in Syria; 

(F) promote economic development in 
Syria; 

(G) document, investigate, and prosecute 
human rights violations in Syria, including 
through transitional justice programs and 
support for nongovernmental organizations; 

(H) counter extremist ideologies; 
(I) assist Syrian refugees whose education 

has been interrupted by the ongoing conflict 
to complete higher education requirements 
at regional academic institutions; and 

(J) assist vulnerable populations in Syria 
and in neighboring countries. 
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(2) SYRIAN ORGANIZATIONS.—Funds appro-

priated by this Act that are made available 
for assistance for Syria pursuant to the au-
thority of this subsection shall be made 
available, on an open and competitive basis, 
for a program to strengthen the capability of 
Syrian civil society organizations to address 
the immediate and long-term needs of the 
Syrian people inside Syria in a manner that 
supports the sustainability of such organiza-
tions in implementing Syrian-led humani-
tarian and development programs and the 
comprehensive strategy required in section 
7041(i)(3) of the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 2014 (division K of Public Law 
113–76). 

(3) STRATEGY UPDATE.—Funds appropriated 
by this Act that are made available for as-
sistance for Syria pursuant to the authority 
of this subsection may only be made avail-
able after the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the heads of relevant United 
States Government agencies, submits, in 
classified form if necessary, an update to the 
comprehensive strategy required in section 
7041(i)(3) of Public Law 113–76. 

(4) MONITORING AND OVERSIGHT.—Prior to 
the obligation of funds appropriated by this 
Act and made available for assistance for 
Syria, the Secretary of State shall take all 
practicable steps to ensure that mechanisms 
are in place for monitoring, oversight, and 
control of such assistance inside Syria: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary shall promptly in-
form the appropriate congressional commit-
tees of each significant instance in which as-
sistance provided pursuant to this subsection 
has been compromised, to include the type 
and amount of assistance affected, a descrip-
tion of the incident and parties involved, and 
an explanation of the response of the Depart-
ment of State. 

(5) CONSULTATION AND NOTIFICATION.— 
Funds made available pursuant to this sub-
section may only be made available fol-
lowing consultation with the appropriate 
congressional committees, and shall be sub-
ject to the regular notification procedures of 
the Committees on Appropriations. 

(i) TUNISIA.—Of the funds appropriated 
under titles III and IV of this Act, not less 
than $141,900,000 shall be made available for 
assistance for Tunisia. 

(j) WEST BANK AND GAZA.— 
(1) REPORT ON ASSISTANCE.—Prior to the 

initial obligation of funds made available by 
this Act under the heading ‘‘Economic Sup-
port Fund’’ for assistance for the West Bank 
and Gaza, the Secretary of State shall report 
to the Committees on Appropriations that 
the purpose of such assistance is to— 

(A) advance Middle East peace; 
(B) improve security in the region; 
(C) continue support for transparent and 

accountable government institutions; 
(D) promote a private sector economy; or 
(E) address urgent humanitarian needs. 
(2) LIMITATIONS.— 
(A)(i) None of the funds appropriated under 

the heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ in 
this Act may be made available for assist-
ance for the Palestinian Authority, if after 
the date of enactment of this Act— 

(I) the Palestinians obtain the same stand-
ing as member states or full membership as 
a state in the United Nations or any special-
ized agency thereof outside an agreement ne-
gotiated between Israel and the Palestinians; 
or 

(II) the Palestinians initiate an Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) judicially au-
thorized investigation, or actively support 
such an investigation, that subjects Israeli 
nationals to an investigation for alleged 
crimes against Palestinians. 

(ii) The Secretary of State may waive the 
restriction in clause (i) of this subparagraph 

resulting from the application of subclause 
(I) of such clause if the Secretary certifies to 
the Committees on Appropriations that to do 
so is in the national security interest of the 
United States, and submits a report to such 
Committees detailing how the waiver and 
the continuation of assistance would assist 
in furthering Middle East peace. 

(B)(i) The President may waive the provi-
sions of section 1003 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1988 and 1989 
(Public Law 100–204) if the President deter-
mines and certifies in writing to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate, and the ap-
propriate congressional committees that the 
Palestinians have not, after the date of en-
actment of this Act— 

(I) obtained in the United Nations or any 
specialized agency thereof the same standing 
as member states or full membership as a 
state outside an agreement negotiated be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians; and 

(II) taken any action with respect to the 
ICC that is intended to influence a deter-
mination by the ICC to initiate a judicially 
authorized investigation, or to actively sup-
port such an investigation, that subjects 
Israeli nationals to an investigation for al-
leged crimes against Palestinians. 

(ii) Not less than 90 days after the Presi-
dent is unable to make the certification pur-
suant to clause (i) of this subparagraph, the 
President may waive section 1003 of Public 
Law 100–204 if the President determines and 
certifies in writing to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, the President pro 
tempore of the Senate, and the Committees 
on Appropriations that the Palestinians have 
entered into direct and meaningful negotia-
tions with Israel: Provided, That any waiver 
of the provisions of section 1003 of Public 
Law 100–204 under clause (i) of this subpara-
graph or under previous provisions of law 
must expire before the waiver under the pre-
ceding sentence may be exercised. 

(iii) Any waiver pursuant to this subpara-
graph shall be effective for no more than a 
period of 6 months at a time and shall not 
apply beyond 12 months after the enactment 
of this Act. 

(3) REDUCTION.—The Secretary of State 
shall reduce the amount of assistance made 
available by this Act under the heading 
‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ for the Pales-
tinian Authority by an amount the Sec-
retary determines is equivalent to the 
amount expended by the Palestinian Author-
ity as payments for acts of terrorism by indi-
viduals who are imprisoned after being fairly 
tried and convicted for acts of terrorism and 
by individuals who died committing acts of 
terrorism during the previous calendar year: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall report to 
the Committees on Appropriations on the 
amount reduced for fiscal year 2016 prior to 
the obligation of funds for the Palestinian 
Authority. 

(4) SECURITY REPORT.—The reporting re-
quirements contained in section 1404 of the 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 (Pub-
lic Law 110–252) shall apply to funds made 
available by this Act, including a description 
of modifications, if any, to the security 
strategy of the Palestinian Authority. 

AFRICA 
SEC. 7042. (a) BOKO HARAM.—Funds appro-

priated by this Act that are made available 
for assistance for Cameroon, Chad, Niger, 
and Nigeria— 

(1) shall be made available for assistance 
for women and girls who are targeted by the 
terrorist organization Boko Haram, con-
sistent with the provisions of section 7059 of 
this Act; and 

(2) may be made available for counterter-
rorism programs to combat Boko Haram. 

(b) CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC.—Funds 
made available by this Act for assistance for 
the Central African Republic shall be made 
available for reconciliation and 
peacebuilding programs, including activities 
to promote inter-faith dialogue at the na-
tional and local levels, and for programs to 
prevent crimes against humanity. 

(c) COUNTERTERRORISM PROGRAMS.—Of the 
funds appropriated by this Act, not less than 
$69,821,000 should be made available for the 
Trans-Sahara Counter-terrorism Partnership 
program, and not less than $24,150,000 should 
be made available for the Partnership for Re-
gional East Africa Counterterrorism pro-
gram. 

(d) ETHIOPIA.— 
(1) FORCED EVICTIONS.— 
(A) Funds appropriated by this Act for as-

sistance for Ethiopia may not be made avail-
able for any activity that supports forced 
evictions. 

(B) The Secretary of the Treasury shall in-
struct the United States executive director 
of each international financial institution to 
vote against financing for any activity that 
supports forced evictions in Ethiopia. 

(2) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—Programs 
and activities to improve livelihoods shall 
include prior consultation with, and the par-
ticipation of, affected communities, includ-
ing in the South Omo and Gambella regions. 

(3) FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING PRO-
GRAM.—Funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Foreign Military Financ-
ing Program’’ for assistance for Ethiopia 
may only be made available for border secu-
rity and counterterrorism programs, support 
for international peacekeeping efforts, and 
assistance for the Ethiopian Defense Com-
mand and Staff College. 

(e) LAKE CHAD BASIN COUNTRIES.—Funds 
appropriated by this Act shall be made avail-
able for democracy and other development 
programs in Cameroon, Chad, Niger, and Ni-
geria, following consultation with the Com-
mittees on Appropriations: Provided, That 
such democracy programs should protect 
freedoms of expression, association and reli-
gion, including for journalists, civil society, 
and opposition political parties, and should 
be used to assist the governments of such 
countries to strengthen accountability and 
the rule of law, including within the security 
forces. 

(f) LORD’S RESISTANCE ARMY.—Funds ap-
propriated by this Act shall be made avail-
able for programs and activities in areas af-
fected by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
consistent with the goals of the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army Disarmament and Northern 
Uganda Recovery Act (Public Law 111–172), 
including to improve physical access, tele-
communications infrastructure, and early- 
warning mechanisms and to support the dis-
armament, demobilization, and reintegra-
tion of former LRA combatants, especially 
child soldiers. 

(g) POWER AFRICA INITIATIVE.—Funds ap-
propriated by this Act that are made avail-
able for the Power Africa initiative shall be 
subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

(h) PROGRAMS IN AFRICA.— 
(1) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 

under the headings ‘‘Global Health Pro-
grams’’ and ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, not 
less than $7,000,000 shall be made available 
for the purposes of section 7042(g)(1) of the 
Department of State, Foreign Operations, 
and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 
2014 (division K of Public Law 113–76). 

(2) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 
under the headings ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’ and ‘‘International Narcotics Control 
and Law Enforcement’’, not less than 
$8,000,000 shall be made available for the pur-
poses of section 7042(g)(2) of the Department 
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of State, Foreign Operations, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2014 (division 
K of Public Law 113–76). 

(3) Funds made available under paragraphs 
(1) and (2) shall be programmed in a manner 
that leverages a United States Government- 
wide approach to addressing shared chal-
lenges and mutually beneficial opportuni-
ties, and shall be the responsibility of United 
States Chiefs of Mission in countries in Afri-
ca seeking enhanced partnerships with the 
United States in areas of trade, investment, 
development, health, and security. 

(i) SOUTH SUDAN.— 
(1) Funds appropriated by this Act that are 

made available for assistance for South 
Sudan should— 

(A) be prioritized for programs that re-
spond to humanitarian needs and the deliv-
ery of basic services and to mitigate conflict 
and promote stability, including to address 
protection needs and prevent and respond to 
gender-based violence; 

(B) support programs that build resilience 
of communities to address food insecurity, 
maintain educational opportunities, and en-
hance local governance; 

(C) be used to advance democracy, includ-
ing support for civil society, independent 
media, and other means to strengthen the 
rule of law; 

(D) support the transparent and sustain-
able management of natural resources by as-
sisting the Government of South Sudan in 
conducting regular audits of financial ac-
counts, including revenues from oil and gas, 
and the timely public disclosure of such au-
dits; and 

(E) support the professionalization of secu-
rity forces, including human rights and ac-
countability to civilian authorities. 

(2) None of the funds appropriated by this 
Act that are available for assistance for the 
central Government of South Sudan may be 
made available until the Secretary of State 
certifies and reports to the Committees on 
Appropriations that such government is tak-
ing effective steps to— 

(A) end hostilities and pursue good faith 
negotiations for a political settlement of the 
internal conflict; 

(B) provide access for humanitarian orga-
nizations; 

(C) end the recruitment and use of child 
soldiers; 

(D) protect freedoms of expression, associa-
tion, and assembly; 

(E) reduce corruption related to the extrac-
tion and sale of oil and gas; and 

(F) establish democratic institutions, in-
cluding accountable military and police 
forces under civilian authority. 

(3) The limitation of paragraph (2) shall 
not apply to— 

(A) humanitarian assistance; 
(B) assistance to support South Sudan 

peace negotiations or to advance or imple-
ment a peace agreement; and 

(C) assistance to support implementation 
of outstanding issues of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA) and mutual arrange-
ments related to the CPA. 

(j) SUDAN.— 
(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, none of the funds appropriated by this 
Act may be made available for assistance for 
the Government of Sudan. 

(2) None of the funds appropriated by this 
Act may be made available for the cost, as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, of modifying loans and 
loan guarantees held by the Government of 
Sudan, including the cost of selling, reduc-
ing, or canceling amounts owed to the 
United States, and modifying concessional 
loans, guarantees, and credit agreements. 

(3) The limitations of paragraphs (1) and (2) 
shall not apply to— 

(A) humanitarian assistance; 
(B) assistance for democracy programs; 
(C) assistance for the Darfur region, South-

ern Kordofan State, Blue Nile State, other 
marginalized areas and populations in 
Sudan, and Abyei; and 

(D) assistance to support implementation 
of outstanding issues of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA), mutual arrange-
ments related to post-referendum issues as-
sociated with the CPA, or any other inter-
nationally recognized viable peace agree-
ment in Sudan. 

(k) ZIMBABWE.— 
(1) The Secretary of the Treasury shall in-

struct the United States executive director 
of each international financial institution to 
vote against any extension by the respective 
institution of any loan or grant to the Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe, except to meet basic 
human needs or to promote democracy, un-
less the Secretary of State certifies and re-
ports to the Committees on Appropriations 
that the rule of law has been restored, in-
cluding respect for ownership and title to 
property, and freedoms of expression, asso-
ciation, and assembly. 

(2) None of the funds appropriated by this 
Act shall be made available for assistance 
for the central Government of Zimbabwe, ex-
cept for health and education, unless the 
Secretary of State certifies and reports as 
required in paragraph (1), and funds may be 
made available for macroeconomic growth 
assistance if the Secretary reports to the 
Committees on Appropriations that such 
government is implementing transparent fis-
cal policies, including public disclosure of 
revenues from the extraction of natural re-
sources. 

EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
SEC. 7043. (a) ASIA REBALANCING INITIA-

TIVE.—Except for paragraphs (1)(C), (4), (5)(B) 
and (C), and 6(B), section 7043(a) of the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2015 
(division J of Public Law 113–235) shall con-
tinue in effect during fiscal year 2016 as if 
part of this Act: Provided, That section 
7043(a)(8) of such Act shall be applied to 
funds appropriated by this Act by adding 
‘‘East Asia,’’ before ‘‘South East Asia’’. 

(b) BURMA.— 
(1) BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE.— 
(A) Funds appropriated by this Act under 

the heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ for 
assistance for Burma may be made available 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
except for this subsection, and following con-
sultation with the appropriate congressional 
committees. 

(B) Funds appropriated under title III of 
this Act for assistance for Burma— 

(i) may not be made available for budget 
support for the Government of Burma; 

(ii) shall be made available to strengthen 
civil society organizations in Burma, includ-
ing as core support for such organizations; 

(iii) shall be made available for the imple-
mentation of the democracy and human 
rights strategy required by section 
7043(b)(3)(A) of the Department of State, For-
eign Operations, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2014 (division K of Public 
Law 113–76); 

(iv) shall be made available for commu-
nity-based organizations operating in Thai-
land to provide food, medical, and other hu-
manitarian assistance to internally dis-
placed persons in eastern Burma, in addition 
to assistance for Burmese refugees from 
funds appropriated by this Act under the 
heading ‘‘Migration and Refugee Assist-
ance’’; 

(v) shall be made available for programs to 
promote ethnic and religious tolerance, in-
cluding in Rakhine and Kachin states; 

(vi) may not be made available to any suc-
cessor or affiliated organization of the State 
Peace and Development Council (SPDC) con-
trolled by former SPDC members that pro-
motes the repressive policies of the SPDC, or 
to any individual or organization credibly al-
leged to have committed gross violations of 
human rights, including against Rohingya 
and other minority groups; 

(vii) may be made available for programs 
administered by the Office of Transition Ini-
tiatives, United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), for ethnic 
groups and civil society in Burma to help 
sustain ceasefire agreements and further 
prospects for reconciliation and peace, which 
may include support to representatives of 
ethnic armed groups for this purpose; and 

(viii) may not be made available to any or-
ganization or individual the Secretary of 
State determines and reports to the appro-
priate congressional committees advocates 
violence against ethnic or religious groups 
and individuals in Burma, including such or-
ganizations as Ma Ba Tha. 

(2) INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE.— 
None of the funds appropriated by this Act 
under the headings ‘‘International Military 
Education and Training’’ and ‘‘Foreign Mili-
tary Financing Program’’ may be made 
available for assistance for Burma: Provided, 
That the Department of State may continue 
consultations with the armed forces of 
Burma only on human rights and disaster re-
sponse in a manner consistent with the prior 
fiscal year, and following consultation with 
the appropriate congressional committees. 

(3) MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury should instruct the 
United States executive director of each 
international financial institution to use the 
voice and vote of the United States to sup-
port projects in Burma only if such 
projects— 

(A) promote accountability and trans-
parency, including on-site monitoring 
throughout the life of the project; 

(B) are developed and carried out in ac-
cordance with best practices regarding envi-
ronmental conservation; social and cultural 
protection and empowerment of local popu-
lations, particularly ethnic nationalities; 
and extraction of resources; 

(C) do not promote the displacement of 
local populations without appropriate con-
sultation, harm mitigation and compensa-
tion, and do not provide incentives for, or fa-
cilitate, the forced migration of indigenous 
communities; and 

(D) do not partner with or otherwise in-
volve military-owned enterprises or state- 
owned enterprises associated with the mili-
tary. 

(4) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 180 days 
after enactment of this Act, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall initiate 
an assessment of democracy programs in 
Burma conducted by the Department of 
State and USAID, including the strategy for 
such programs, and programmatic imple-
mentation and results: Provided, That of the 
funds appropriated by this Act and made 
available for assistance for Burma, up to 
$100,000 shall be made available to the Comp-
troller for such assessment. 

(5) PROGRAMS, POSITION, AND RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.— 

(A) Any new program or activity in Burma 
initiated in fiscal year 2016 shall be subject 
to prior consultation with the appropriate 
congressional committees. 

(B) Section 7043(b)(7) of the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2015 (division J of 
Public Law 113–235) shall continue in effect 
during fiscal year 2016 as if part of this Act. 

(C) The United States Chief of Mission in 
Burma, in consultation with the Assistant 
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Secretary for the Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor, Department of 
State, shall be responsible for democracy 
programs in Burma. 

(c) CAMBODIA.— 
(1) KHMER ROUGE TRIBUNAL.—Of the funds 

appropriated by this Act that are made 
available for assistance for Cambodia, up to 
$2,000,000 may be made available for a con-
tribution to the Extraordinary Chambers in 
the Court of Cambodia (ECCC), in a manner 
consistent with prior fiscal years, except 
that such funds may only be made available 
for a contribution to the appeals process in 
Case 002/01. 

(2) RESEARCH AND EDUCATION.—Funds made 
available by this Act for democracy pro-
grams in Cambodia shall be made available 
for research and education programs associ-
ated with the Khmer Rouge genocide in Cam-
bodia. 

(3) REIMBURSEMENTS.—The Secretary of 
State shall continue to consult with the 
Principal Donors Group on reimbursements 
to the Documentation Center of Cambodia 
for costs incurred in support of the ECCC. 

(d) NORTH KOREA.— 
(1) BROADCASTS.—Funds appropriated by 

this Act under the heading ‘‘International 
Broadcasting Operations’’ shall be made 
available to maintain broadcasts into North 
Korea at levels consistent with the prior fis-
cal year. 

(2) REFUGEES.—Funds appropriated by this 
Act under the heading ‘‘Migration and Ref-
ugee Assistance’’ shall be made available for 
assistance for refugees from North Korea, in-
cluding protection activities in the People’s 
Republic of China and other countries in the 
Asia region. 

(3) DATABASE AND REPORT.—Funds appro-
priated by this Act under title III shall be 
made available to maintain a database of 
prisons and gulags in North Korea, in accord-
ance with section 7032(i) of the Department 
of State, Foreign Operations, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2014 (division 
K of Public Law 113–76): Provided, That not 
later than 30 days after enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State shall submit a 
report to the Committees on Appropriations 
describing the sources of information and 
format of such database. 

(4) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—None of 
the funds made available by this Act under 
the heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ may 
be made available for assistance for the Gov-
ernment of North Korea. 

(e) PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.— 
(1) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—None of 

the funds appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Diplomatic and Consular Programs’’ in this 
Act may be obligated or expended for proc-
essing licenses for the export of satellites of 
United States origin (including commercial 
satellites and satellite components) to the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) unless, at 
least 15 days in advance, the Committees on 
Appropriations are notified of such proposed 
action. 

(2) PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ARMY.—The terms 
and requirements of section 620(h) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 shall apply to 
foreign assistance projects or activities of 
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of the 
PRC, to include such projects or activities 
by any entity that is owned or controlled by, 
or an affiliate of, the PLA: Provided, That 
none of the funds appropriated or otherwise 
made available pursuant to this Act may be 
used to finance any grant, contract, or coop-
erative agreement with the PLA, or any en-
tity that the Secretary of State has reason 
to believe is owned or controlled by, or an af-
filiate of, the PLA. 

(3) COUNTER INFLUENCE PROGRAMS.—Funds 
appropriated by this Act for public diplo-
macy under title I and for assistance under 

titles III and IV shall be made available to 
counter the influence of the PRC, in accord-
ance with the strategy required by section 
7043(e)(3) of the Department of State, For-
eign Operations, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2014 (division K of Public 
Law 113–76), following consultation with the 
Committees on Appropriations. 

(4) COST-MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—Section 
7032(f) of the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 2015 (division J of Public Law 
113–235) shall continue in effect during fiscal 
year 2016 as if part of this Act. 

(f) TIBET.— 
(1) FINANCING OF PROJECTS IN TIBET.—The 

Secretary of the Treasury should instruct 
the United States executive director of each 
international financial institution to use the 
voice and vote of the United States to sup-
port financing of projects in Tibet if such 
projects do not provide incentives for the mi-
gration and settlement of non-Tibetans into 
Tibet or facilitate the transfer of ownership 
of Tibetan land and natural resources to 
non-Tibetans, are based on a thorough needs- 
assessment, foster self-sufficiency of the Ti-
betan people and respect Tibetan culture and 
traditions, and are subject to effective moni-
toring. 

(2) PROGRAMS FOR TIBETAN COMMUNITIES.— 
(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, funds appropriated by this Act under 
the heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ shall 
be made available to nongovernmental orga-
nizations to support activities which pre-
serve cultural traditions and promote sus-
tainable development, education, and envi-
ronmental conservation in Tibetan commu-
nities in the Tibetan Autonomous Region 
and in other Tibetan communities in China. 

(B) Funds appropriated by this Act under 
the heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ shall 
be made available for programs to promote 
and preserve Tibetan culture, development, 
and the resilience of Tibetan communities in 
India and Nepal, and to assist in the edu-
cation and development of the next genera-
tion of Tibetan leaders from such commu-
nities: Provided, That such funds are in addi-
tion to amounts made available in subpara-
graph (A) for programs inside Tibet. 

(g) VIETNAM.— 
(1) DIOXIN REMEDIATION.—Funds appro-

priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’ shall be made avail-
able for remediation of dioxin contaminated 
sites in Vietnam and may be made available 
for assistance for the Government of Viet-
nam, including the military, for such pur-
poses. 

(2) HEALTH AND DISABILITY PROGRAMS.— 
Funds appropriated by this Act under the 
heading ‘‘Development Assistance’’ shall be 
made available for health and disability pro-
grams in areas sprayed with Agent Orange 
and otherwise contaminated with dioxin, to 
assist individuals with severe upper or lower 
body mobility impairment and/or cognitive 
or developmental disabilities. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA 
SEC. 7044. (a) AFGHANISTAN.— 
(1) DIPLOMATIC OPERATIONS.— 
(A) FACILITIES.—Funds appropriated by 

this Act under the headings ‘‘Diplomatic and 
Consular Programs’’, ‘‘Embassy Security, 
Construction, and Maintenance’’, and ‘‘Oper-
ating Expenses’’ that are available for con-
struction and renovation of United States 
Government facilities in Afghanistan may 
not be made available if the purpose is to ac-
commodate Federal employee positions or to 
expand aviation facilities or assets above 
those notified by the Department of State 
and the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations, or contractors in 

addition to those in place on the date of en-
actment of this Act: Provided, That the limi-
tations in this paragraph shall not apply if 
funds are necessary to implement plans for 
accommodating other United States Govern-
ment agencies under Chief of Mission author-
ity per section 3927 of title 22, United States 
Code, or to protect such facilities or the se-
curity, health, and welfare of United States 
Government personnel. 

(B) PERSONNEL REPORT.—Not later than 30 
days after enactment of this Act and every 
120 days thereafter until September 30, 2016, 
the Secretary of State shall submit a report, 
in classified form if necessary, to the appro-
priate congressional committees detailing by 
agency the number of personnel present in 
Afghanistan under Chief of Mission author-
ity per section 3927 of title 22, United States 
Code, at the end of the 120 day period pre-
ceding the submission of such report: Pro-
vided, That such report shall also include the 
number of locally employed staff and con-
tractors supporting United States Embassy 
operations in Afghanistan during the report-
ing period. 

(2) ASSISTANCE AND CONDITIONS.— 
(A) FUNDING AND LIMITATIONS.—Funds ap-

propriated by this Act under the headings 
‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ and ‘‘Inter-
national Narcotics Control and Law Enforce-
ment’’ may be made available for assistance 
for Afghanistan: Provided, That such funds 
may not be obligated for any project or ac-
tivity that— 

(i) includes the participation of any Afghan 
individual or organization that the Sec-
retary of State determines to be involved in 
corrupt practices or a violation of human 
rights; 

(ii) cannot be sustained, as appropriate, by 
the Government of Afghanistan or another 
Afghan entity; 

(iii) is inaccessible for the purposes of con-
ducting regular oversight in accordance with 
applicable Federal statutes and regulations; 
or 

(iv) initiates any new, major infrastructure 
development. 

(B) CERTIFICATION AND REPORT.—Prior to 
the initial obligation of funds made available 
by this Act under the headings ‘‘Economic 
Support Fund’’ and ‘‘International Narcotics 
Control and Law Enforcement’’ for assist-
ance for the central Government of Afghani-
stan, the Secretary of State shall certify and 
report to the Committees on Appropriations, 
after consultation with the Government of 
Afghanistan, that— 

(i) goals and benchmarks for the specific 
uses of such funds have been established by 
the Governments of the United States and 
Afghanistan; 

(ii) conditions are in place that increase 
the transparency and accountability of the 
Government of Afghanistan for funds obli-
gated under the New Development Partner-
ship; 

(iii) the Government of Afghanistan is con-
tinuing to implement laws and policies to 
govern democratically and protect the rights 
of individuals and civil society, including 
taking consistent steps to protect and ad-
vance the rights of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan; 

(iv) the Government of Afghanistan is re-
ducing corruption and prosecuting individ-
uals alleged to be involved in illegal activi-
ties in Afghanistan; 

(v) monitoring and oversight frameworks 
for programs implemented with such funds 
are in accordance with all applicable audit 
policies of the Department of State and 
USAID; 

(vi) the necessary policies and procedures 
are in place to ensure Government of Af-
ghanistan compliance with section 7013 of 
this Act; and 
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(vii) the Government of Afghanistan has 

established processes for the public reporting 
of its national budget, including revenues 
and expenditures. 

(C) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State, after 
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, 
may waive the certification requirement of 
subparagraph (B) if the Secretary determines 
that to do so is important to the national se-
curity interest of the United States and the 
Secretary submits a report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, in classified form if 
necessary, on the justification for the waiver 
and the reasons why any part of the certifi-
cation requirement of subparagraph (B) has 
not been met. 

(D) PROGRAMS.—Funds appropriated by 
this Act that are made available for assist-
ance for Afghanistan shall be made available 
in the following manner— 

(i) not less than $50,000,000 shall be made 
available for rule of law programs, the deci-
sions for which shall be the responsibility of 
the Chief of Mission, in consultation with 
other appropriate United States Government 
officials in Afghanistan; 

(ii) for programs that protect the rights of 
women and girls and promote the political 
and economic empowerment of women, in-
cluding their meaningful inclusion in polit-
ical processes: Provided, That such assistance 
to promote economic empowerment of 
women shall be made available as grants to 
Afghan and international organizations, to 
the maximum extent practicable; 

(iii) for programs in South and Central 
Asia to expand linkages between Afghani-
stan and countries in the region, subject to 
the regular notification procedures of the 
Committees on Appropriations; and 

(iv) to assist the Government of Afghani-
stan to increase revenue collection and ex-
penditure. 

(3) GOALS AND BENCHMARKS.—Not later 
than 90 days after enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report de-
scribing the goals and benchmarks required 
in clause (2)(B)(i): Provided, That not later 
than 6 months after the submission of such 
report and every 6 months thereafter until 
September 30, 2017, the Secretary of State 
shall submit a report to such committees on 
the status of achieving such goals and bench-
marks: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of State should suspend assistance for the 
Government of Afghanistan if any report re-
quired by this paragraph indicates that such 
government is failing to make measurable 
progress in meeting such goals and bench-
marks. 

(4) AUTHORITIES.— 
(A) Funds appropriated by this Act under 

title III through VI that are made available 
for assistance for Afghanistan may be made 
available— 

(i) notwithstanding section 7012 of this Act 
or any similar provision of law and section 
660 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961; 

(ii) for reconciliation programs and disar-
mament, demobilization, and reintegration 
activities for former combatants who have 
renounced violence against the Government 
of Afghanistan, in accordance with section 
7046(a)(2)(B)(ii) of the Department of State, 
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 2012 (division I of Public 
Law 112–74); and 

(iii) for an endowment to empower women 
and girls. 

(B) Section 7046(a)(2)(A) of division I of 
Public Law 112–74 shall apply to funds appro-
priated by this Act for assistance for Afghan-
istan. 

(C) Section 1102(c) of the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2009 (title XI of Public Law 
111–32) shall continue in effect during fiscal 
year 2016 as if part of this Act. 

(5) BASING RIGHTS AGREEMENT.—None of the 
funds made available by this Act may be 
used by the United States Government to 
enter into a permanent basing rights agree-
ment between the United States and Afghan-
istan. 

(b) BANGLADESH.—Funds appropriated by 
this Act under the heading ‘‘Development 
Assistance’’ that are made available for as-
sistance for Bangladesh shall be made avail-
able for programs to protect due process of 
law, and to improve labor conditions by 
strengthening the capacity of independent 
workers’ organizations in Bangladesh’s 
readymade garment, shrimp, and fish export 
sectors. 

(c) NEPAL.— 
(1) BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE.— 

Funds appropriated by this Act shall be 
made available for assistance for Nepal for 
earthquake recovery and reconstruction pro-
grams: Provided, That such amounts shall be 
in addition to funds made available by this 
Act for development and democracy pro-
grams in Nepal: Provided further, That funds 
made available for earthquake recovery and 
reconstruction programs should— 

(A) target affected communities on an eq-
uitable basis; and 

(B) include sufficient oversight mecha-
nisms, to include the participation of civil 
society organizations. 

(2) FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING PRO-
GRAM.—Funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Foreign Military Financ-
ing Program’’ shall only be made available 
for humanitarian and disaster relief and re-
construction activities in Nepal, and in sup-
port of international peacekeeping oper-
ations: Provided, That such funds may only 
be made available for any additional uses if 
the Secretary of State certifies and reports 
to the Committees on Appropriations that 
the Government of Nepal is investigating 
and prosecuting violations of human rights 
and the law of war, and the Nepal Army is 
cooperating fully with civilian judicial au-
thorities on such efforts. 

(d) PAKISTAN.— 
(1) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—None of 

the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available by this Act under the headings 
‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, ‘‘International 
Narcotics Control and Law Enforcement’’, 
and ‘‘Foreign Military Financing Program’’ 
for assistance for the Government of Paki-
stan may be made available unless the Sec-
retary of State certifies and reports to the 
Committees on Appropriations that the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan is— 

(A) cooperating with the United States in 
counterterrorism efforts against the Haqqani 
Network, the Quetta Shura Taliban, Lashkar 
e-Tayyiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, Al-Qaeda, 
and other domestic and foreign terrorist or-
ganizations, including taking effective steps 
to end support for such groups and prevent 
them from basing and operating in Pakistan 
and carrying out cross border attacks into 
neighboring countries; 

(B) not supporting terrorist activities 
against United States or coalition forces in 
Afghanistan, and Pakistan’s military and in-
telligence agencies are not intervening 
extra-judicially into political and judicial 
processes in Pakistan; 

(C) dismantling improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) networks and interdicting pre-
cursor chemicals used in the manufacture of 
IEDs; 

(D) preventing the proliferation of nuclear- 
related material and expertise; 

(E) issuing visas in a timely manner for 
United States visitors engaged in counterter-
rorism efforts and assistance programs in 
Pakistan; and 

(F) providing humanitarian organizations 
access to detainees, internally displaced per-

sons, and other Pakistani civilians affected 
by the conflict. 

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State, after 
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, 
may waive the certification requirement of 
paragraph (1) if the Secretary of State deter-
mines that to do so is important to the na-
tional security interest of the United States 
and the Secretary submits a report to the 
Committees on Appropriations, in classified 
form if necessary, on the justification for the 
waiver and the reasons why any part of the 
certification requirement of paragraph (1) 
has not been met. 

(3) ASSISTANCE.— 
(A) Funds appropriated by this Act under 

the heading ‘‘Foreign Military Financing 
Program’’ for assistance for Pakistan may be 
made available only to support counterter-
rorism and counterinsurgency capabilities in 
Pakistan. 

(B) Funds appropriated by this Act under 
the headings ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ and 
‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-terrorism, Demining 
and Related Programs’’ that are available 
for assistance for Pakistan shall be made 
available to interdict precursor materials 
from Pakistan to Afghanistan that are used 
to manufacture IEDs, including calcium am-
monium nitrate; to support programs to 
train border and customs officials in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan; and for agricultural 
extension programs that encourage alter-
native fertilizer use among Pakistani farm-
ers. 

(C) Funds appropriated by this Act under 
the heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ that 
are made available for assistance for infra-
structure projects in Pakistan shall be im-
plemented in a manner consistent with sec-
tion 507(6) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 
2467(6)). 

(D) Funds appropriated by this Act under 
titles III and IV for assistance for Pakistan 
may be made available notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, except for this sub-
section and section 620M of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961. 

(E) Of the funds appropriated under title 
III of this Act that are made available for as-
sistance for Pakistan, $33,000,000 shall be 
withheld from obligation until the Secretary 
of State reports to the Committees on Ap-
propriations that Dr. Shakil Afridi has been 
released from prison and cleared of all 
charges relating to the assistance provided 
to the United States in locating Osama bin 
Laden. 

(4) SCHOLARSHIPS FOR WOMEN.—The author-
ity and directives of section 7044(d)(4) of the 
Department of State, Foreign Operations, 
and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 
2015 (division J of Public Law 113–235) shall 
apply to funds appropriated by this Act that 
are made available for assistance for Paki-
stan. 

(5) REPORTS.— 
(A)(i) The spend plan required by section 

7076 of this Act for assistance for Pakistan 
shall include achievable and sustainable 
goals, benchmarks for measuring progress, 
and expected results regarding combating 
poverty and furthering development in Paki-
stan, countering terrorism and extremism, 
and establishing conditions conducive to the 
rule of law and transparent and accountable 
governance: Provided, That such benchmarks 
may incorporate those required in title III of 
the Enhanced Partnership with Pakistan Act 
of 2009 (22 U.S.C. 8441 et seq.), as appropriate: 
Provided further, That not later than 6 
months after submission of such spend plan, 
and each 6 months thereafter until Sep-
tember 30, 2017, the Secretary of State shall 
submit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations on the status of achieving the goals 
and benchmarks in such plan. 
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(ii) The Secretary of State should suspend 

assistance for the Government of Pakistan if 
any report required by clause (i) indicates 
that Pakistan is failing to make measurable 
progress in meeting such goals or bench-
marks. 

(B) Not later than 90 days after enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of State shall sub-
mit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations detailing the costs and objectives 
associated with significant infrastructure 
projects supported by the United States in 
Pakistan, and an assessment of the extent to 
which such projects achieve such objectives. 

(6) OVERSIGHT.—The Secretary of State 
shall take all practicable steps to ensure 
that mechanisms are in place for moni-
toring, oversight, and control of funds made 
available by this subsection for assistance 
for Pakistan. 

(e) SRI LANKA.— 
(1) BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE.— 

Funds appropriated by this Act under the 
heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ shall be 
made available for assistance for Sri Lanka 
for democracy and economic development 
programs, particularly in areas recovering 
from ethnic and religious conflict: Provided, 
That such funds shall be made available for 
programs to assist in the identification and 
resolution of cases of missing persons. 

(2) CERTIFICATION.—Funds appropriated by 
this Act for assistance for the central Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka may be made available 
only if the Secretary of State certifies and 
reports to the Committees on Appropriations 
that the Government of Sri Lanka is con-
tinuing to— 

(A) address the underlying causes of con-
flict in Sri Lanka; and 

(B) increase accountability and trans-
parency in governance. 

(3) INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE.— 
Funds appropriated under title IV of this Act 
that are available for assistance for Sri 
Lanka shall be subject to the following con-
ditions— 

(A) funds under the heading ‘‘Foreign Mili-
tary Financing Program’’ may only be made 
available for programs to redeploy, restruc-
ture, and reduce the size of the Sri Lankan 
armed forces and shall not exceed $400,000; 

(B) funds under the heading ‘‘International 
Military Education and Training’’ may only 
be made available for training related to 
international peacekeeping operations and 
Expanded International Military Education 
and Training; and 

(C) funds under the heading ‘‘Peacekeeping 
Operations’’ may only be made available for 
training related to international peace-
keeping operations. 

(f) REGIONAL PROGRAMS.— 
(1) Funds appropriated by this Act under 

the heading ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ for 
assistance for Afghanistan and Pakistan 
may be provided, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law that restricts assistance to 
foreign countries, for cross border stabiliza-
tion and development programs between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, or between either 
country and the Central Asian countries. 

(2) Funds appropriated by this Act under 
the headings ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, 
‘‘International Narcotics Control and Law 
Enforcement’’, and ‘‘Assistance for Europe, 
Eurasia and Central Asia’’ that are available 
for assistance for countries in South and 
Central Asia shall be made available to en-
hance the recruitment, retention, and profes-
sionalism of women in the judiciary, police, 
and other security forces. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
SEC. 7045. (a) UNITED STATES ENGAGEMENT 

IN CENTRAL AMERICA.— 
(1) FUNDING.—Subject to the requirements 

of this subsection, of the funds appropriated 

under titles III and IV of this Act, up to 
$750,000,000 may be made available for assist-
ance for countries in Central America to im-
plement the United States Strategy for En-
gagement in Central America (the Strategy) 
in support of the Plan of the Alliance for 
Prosperity in the Northern Triangle of Cen-
tral America (the Plan): Provided, That the 
Secretary of State and Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) shall prioritize such as-
sistance to address the key factors in such 
countries contributing to the migration of 
unaccompanied, undocumented minors to 
the United States: Provided further, That 
such funds shall be made available to the 
maximum extent practicable on a cost- 
matching basis. 

(2) PRE-OBLIGATION REQUIREMENTS.—Prior 
to the obligation of funds made available 
pursuant to paragraph (1), the Secretary of 
State shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations a multi-year spend plan speci-
fying the proposed uses of such funds in each 
country and the objectives, indicators to 
measure progress, and a timeline to imple-
ment the Strategy, and the amounts made 
available from prior Acts making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs to support 
such Strategy: Provided, That such spend 
plan shall also include a description of how 
such assistance will differ from, com-
plement, and leverage funds allocated by 
each government and other donors, including 
international financial institutions. 

(3) ASSISTANCE FOR THE CENTRAL GOVERN-
MENTS OF EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, AND HON-
DURAS.—Of the funds made available pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) that are available for as-
sistance for each of the central governments 
of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, 
the following amounts shall be withheld 
from obligation and may only be made avail-
able as follows: 

(A) 25 percent may only be obligated after 
the Secretary of State certifies and reports 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
that such government is taking effective 
steps to— 

(i) inform its citizens of the dangers of the 
journey to the southwest border of the 
United States; 

(ii) combat human smuggling and traf-
ficking; 

(iii) improve border security; and 
(iv) cooperate with United States Govern-

ment agencies and other governments in the 
region to facilitate the return, repatriation, 
and reintegration of illegal migrants arriv-
ing at the southwest border of the United 
States who do not qualify as refugees, con-
sistent with international law. 

(B) An additional 50 percent may only be 
obligated after the Secretary of State cer-
tifies and reports to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that such government is 
taking effective steps to— 

(i) establish an autonomous, publicly ac-
countable entity to provide oversight of the 
Plan; 

(ii) combat corruption, including inves-
tigating and prosecuting government offi-
cials credibly alleged to be corrupt; 

(iii) implement reforms, policies, and pro-
grams to improve transparency and 
strengthen public institutions, including in-
creasing the capacity and independence of 
the judiciary and the Office of the Attorney 
General; 

(iv) establish and implement a policy that 
local communities, civil society organiza-
tions (including indigenous and other 
marginalized groups), and local governments 
are consulted in the design, and participate 
in the implementation and evaluation of, ac-
tivities of the Plan that affect such commu-
nities, organizations, and governments; 

(v) counter the activities of criminal 
gangs, drug traffickers, and organized crime; 

(vi) investigate and prosecute in the civil-
ian justice system members of military and 
police forces who are credibly alleged to 
have violated human rights, and ensure that 
the military and police are cooperating in 
such cases; 

(vii) cooperate with commissions against 
impunity, as appropriate, and with regional 
human rights entities; 

(viii) support programs to reduce poverty, 
create jobs, and promote equitable economic 
growth in areas contributing to large num-
bers of migrants; 

(ix) establish and implement a plan to cre-
ate a professional, accountable civilian po-
lice force and curtail the role of the military 
in internal policing; 

(x) protect the right of political opposition 
parties, journalists, trade unionists, human 
rights defenders, and other civil society ac-
tivists to operate without interference; 

(xi) increase government revenues, includ-
ing by implementing tax reforms and 
strengthening customs agencies; and 

(xii) resolve commercial disputes, includ-
ing the confiscation of real property, be-
tween United States entities and such gov-
ernment. 

(4) SUSPENSION OF ASSISTANCE AND PERIODIC 
REVIEW.— 

(A) The Secretary of State shall periodi-
cally review the progress of each of the cen-
tral governments of El Salvador, Guatemala, 
and Honduras in meeting the requirements 
of paragraphs (3)(A) and (3)(B) and shall, not 
later than September 30, 2016, submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port assessing such progress: Provided, That 
if the Secretary determines that sufficient 
progress has not been made by a central gov-
ernment, the Secretary shall suspend, in 
whole or in part, assistance for such govern-
ment for programs supporting such require-
ment, and shall notify such committees in 
writing of such action: Provided further, That 
the Secretary may resume funding for such 
programs only after the Secretary certifies 
to such committees that corrective measures 
have been taken. 

(B) The Secretary of State shall, following 
a change of national government in El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, or Honduras, determine 
and report to the appropriate congressional 
committees that any new government has 
committed to take the steps to meet the re-
quirements of paragraphs (3)(A) and (3)(B): 
Provided, That if the Secretary is unable to 
make such a determination in a timely man-
ner, assistance made available under this 
subsection for such central government shall 
be suspended, in whole or in part, until such 
time as such determination and report can 
be made. 

(5) PROGRAMS AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS.— 
(A) Funds appropriated by this Act for the 

Central America Regional Security Initia-
tive may be made available, after consulta-
tion with, and subject to the regular notifi-
cation procedures of, the Committees on Ap-
propriations, to support international com-
missions against impunity in Honduras and 
El Salvador, if such commissions are estab-
lished. 

(B) The Department of State and USAID 
may, following consultation with the Com-
mittees on Appropriations, transfer funds 
made available by this Act under the head-
ing ‘‘Development Assistance’’ to the Inter- 
American Development Bank and the Inter- 
American Foundation for technical assist-
ance in support of the Strategy. 

(b) COLOMBIA.— 
(1) ASSISTANCE.—Funds appropriated by 

this Act and made available to the Depart-
ment of State for assistance for the Govern-
ment of Colombia may be used to support a 
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unified campaign against narcotics traf-
ficking, organizations designated as Foreign 
Terrorist Organizations, and other criminal 
or illegal armed groups, and to take actions 
to protect human health and welfare in 
emergency circumstances, including under-
taking rescue operations: Provided, That the 
first through fifth provisos of paragraph (1), 
and paragraph (3) of section 7045(a) of the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2012 
(division I of Public Law 112–74) shall con-
tinue in effect during fiscal year 2016 and 
shall apply to funds appropriated by this Act 
and made available for assistance for Colom-
bia as if included in this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds appropriated by this 
Act under the heading ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’, not less than $133,000,000 shall be 
made available for assistance for Colombia, 
of which not less than $126,000,000 shall be ap-
portioned directly to the United States 
Agency for International Development, and 
$7,000,000 shall be transferred to, and merged 
with, funds appropriated by this Act under 
the heading ‘‘Migration and Refugee Assist-
ance’’ for assistance for Colombian refugees 
in neighboring countries. 

(2)(A) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Foreign Military Financ-
ing Program’’ for assistance for Colombia, 19 
percent may be obligated only in accordance 
with the conditions under section 7045 in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
Consolidated Act). 

(B) The limitations of this paragraph shall 
not apply to funds made available under such 
heading for aviation instruction and mainte-
nance, and maritime security programs. 

(3) NOTIFICATION.—Funds appropriated by 
this Act that are made available for assist-
ance for Colombia to support the implemen-
tation of a peace agreement shall be subject 
to prior consultation with, and the regular 
notification procedures of, the Committees 
on Appropriations. 

(c) HAITI.— 
(1) FUNDING.—Of the funds appropriated by 

this Act, not more than $191,413,000 may be 
made available for assistance for Haiti. 

(2) GOVERNANCE CERTIFICATION.—Funds 
made available in paragraph (1) may not be 
made available for assistance for the central 
Government of Haiti unless the Secretary of 
State certifies and reports to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations that the Government 
of Haiti is taking effective steps to— 

(A) hold free and fair parliamentary elec-
tions and seat a new Haitian Parliament; 

(B) strengthen the rule of law in Haiti, in-
cluding by selecting judges in a transparent 
manner; respect the independence of the ju-
diciary; and improve governance by imple-
menting reforms to increase transparency 
and accountability; 

(C) combat corruption, including by imple-
menting the anti-corruption law enacted in 
2014 and prosecuting corrupt officials; and 

(D) increase government revenues, includ-
ing by implementing tax reforms, and in-
crease expenditures on public services. 

(3) HAITIAN COAST GUARD.—The Govern-
ment of Haiti shall be eligible to purchase 
defense articles and services under the Arms 
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) for 
the Coast Guard. 

(d) AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS AND MAINTE-
NANCE.—To the maximum extent practicable, 
the costs of operations and maintenance, in-
cluding fuel, of aircraft funded by this Act 
should be borne by the recipient country. 
PROHIBITION OF PAYMENTS TO UNITED NATIONS 

MEMBERS 
SEC. 7046. None of the funds appropriated 

or made available pursuant to titles III 
through VI of this Act for carrying out the 

Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, may be used 
to pay in whole or in part any assessments, 
arrearages, or dues of any member of the 
United Nations or, from funds appropriated 
by this Act to carry out chapter 1 of part I 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, the 
costs for participation of another country’s 
delegation at international conferences held 
under the auspices of multilateral or inter-
national organizations. 

WAR CRIMES TRIBUNALS 
SEC. 7047. If the President determines that 

doing so will contribute to a just resolution 
of charges regarding genocide or other viola-
tions of international humanitarian law, the 
President may direct a drawdown pursuant 
to section 552(c) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 of up to $30,000,000 of commodities 
and services for the United Nations War 
Crimes Tribunal established with regard to 
the former Yugoslavia by the United Nations 
Security Council or such other tribunals or 
commissions as the Council may establish or 
authorize to deal with such violations, with-
out regard to the ceiling limitation con-
tained in paragraph (2) thereof: Provided, 
That the determination required under this 
section shall be in lieu of any determinations 
otherwise required under section 552(c): Pro-
vided further, That funds made available pur-
suant to this section shall be made available 
subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations. 

UNITED NATIONS 
SEC. 7048. (a) TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNT-

ABILITY.— 
(1) Of the funds appropriated under title I 

and under the heading ‘‘International Orga-
nizations and Programs’’ in title V of this 
Act that are available for contributions to 
the United Nations (including the Depart-
ment of Peacekeeping Operations), any 
United Nations agency, or the Organization 
of American States, 15 percent may not be 
obligated for such organization, department, 
or agency until the Secretary of State re-
ports to the Committees on Appropriations 
that the organization, department, or agency 
is— 

(A) posting on a publicly available Web 
site, consistent with privacy regulations and 
due process, regular financial and pro-
grammatic audits of such organization, de-
partment, or agency, and providing the 
United States Government with necessary 
access to such financial and performance au-
dits; and 

(B) effectively implementing and enforcing 
policies and procedures which reflect best 
practices for the protection of whistle-
blowers from retaliation, including best 
practices for— 

(i) protection against retaliation for inter-
nal and lawful public disclosures; 

(ii) legal burdens of proof; 
(iii) statutes of limitation for reporting re-

taliation; 
(iv) access to independent adjudicative 

bodies, including external arbitration; and 
(v) results that eliminate the effects of 

proven retaliation. 
(2) The restrictions imposed by or pursuant 

to paragraph (1) may be waived on a case-by- 
case basis if the Secretary of State deter-
mines and reports to the Committees on Ap-
propriations that such waiver is necessary to 
avert or respond to a humanitarian crisis. 

(b) RESTRICTIONS ON UNITED NATIONS DELE-
GATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS.— 

(1) None of the funds made available under 
title I of this Act may be used to pay ex-
penses for any United States delegation to 
any specialized agency, body, or commission 
of the United Nations if such agency, body, 
or commission is chaired or presided over by 
a country, the government of which the Sec-
retary of State has determined, for purposes 

of section 6(j)(1) of the Export Administra-
tion Act of 1979 as continued in effect pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. App. 2405(j)(1)), 
supports international terrorism. 

(2) None of the funds made available under 
title I of this Act may be used by the Sec-
retary of State as a contribution to any or-
ganization, agency, commission, or program 
within the United Nations system if such or-
ganization, agency, commission, or program 
is chaired or presided over by a country the 
government of which the Secretary of State 
has determined, for purposes of section 620A 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, section 
40 of the Arms Export Control Act, section 
6(j)(1) of the Export Administration Act of 
1979, or any other provision of law, is a gov-
ernment that has repeatedly provided sup-
port for acts of international terrorism. 

(3) The Secretary of State may waive the 
restriction in this subsection if the Sec-
retary reports to the Committees on Appro-
priations that to do so is in the national in-
terest of the United States. 

(c) UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUN-
CIL.—None of the funds appropriated by this 
Act may be made available in support of the 
United Nations Human Rights Council unless 
the Secretary of State determines and re-
ports to the Committees on Appropriations 
that participation in the Council is impor-
tant to the national interest of the United 
States and that the Council is taking steps 
to remove Israel as a permanent agenda 
item: Provided, That such report shall in-
clude a description of the national interest 
served and the steps taken to remove Israel 
as a permanent agenda item: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of State shall report 
to the Committees on Appropriations not 
later than September 30, 2016, on the resolu-
tions considered in the United Nations 
Human Rights Council during the previous 12 
months, and on steps taken to remove Israel 
as a permanent agenda item. 

(d) UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS 
AGENCY.—Not later than 45 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of State 
shall submit a report in writing to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations on whether the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) is— 

(1) utilizing Operations Support Officers in 
the West Bank, Gaza, and other fields of op-
eration to inspect UNRWA installations and 
reporting any inappropriate use; 

(2) acting promptly to address any staff or 
beneficiary violation of its own policies (in-
cluding the policies on neutrality and impar-
tiality of employees) and the legal require-
ments under section 301(c) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961; 

(3) implementing procedures to maintain 
the neutrality of its facilities, including im-
plementing a no-weapons policy, and con-
ducting regular inspections of its installa-
tions, to ensure they are only used for hu-
manitarian or other appropriate purposes; 

(4) taking necessary and appropriate meas-
ures to ensure it is operating in compliance 
with the conditions of section 301(c) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and con-
tinuing regular reporting to the Department 
of State on actions it has taken to ensure 
conformance with such conditions; 

(5) taking steps to ensure the content of all 
educational materials currently taught in 
UNRWA-administered schools and summer 
camps is consistent with the values of 
human rights, dignity, and tolerance and 
does not induce incitement; 

(6) not engaging in operations with finan-
cial institutions or related entities in viola-
tion of relevant United States law, and is 
taking steps to improve the financial trans-
parency of the organization; and 
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(7) in compliance with the United Nations 

Board of Auditors’ biennial audit require-
ments and is implementing in a timely fash-
ion the Board’s recommendations. 

(e) UNITED NATIONS CAPITAL MASTER 
PLAN.—None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used for the design, renova-
tion, or construction of the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. 

(f) WITHHOLDING REPORT.—Not later than 
45 days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit a report to the 
Committees on Appropriations detailing the 
amount of funds available for obligation or 
expenditure in fiscal year 2016 for contribu-
tions to any organization, department, agen-
cy, or program within the United Nations 
system or any international program that 
are withheld from obligation or expenditure 
due to any provision of law: Provided, That 
the Secretary of State shall update such re-
port each time additional funds are withheld 
by operation of any provision of law: Pro-
vided further, That the reprogramming of any 
withheld funds identified in such report, in-
cluding updates thereof, shall be subject to 
prior consultation with, and the regular no-
tification procedures of, the Committees on 
Appropriations. 

COMMUNITY-BASED POLICE ASSISTANCE 
SEC. 7049. (a) AUTHORITY.—Funds made 

available by titles III and IV of this Act to 
carry out the provisions of chapter 1 of part 
I and chapters 4 and 6 of part II of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, may be used, 
notwithstanding section 660 of that Act, to 
enhance the effectiveness and accountability 
of civilian police authority through training 
and technical assistance in human rights, 
the rule of law, anti-corruption, strategic 
planning, and through assistance to foster 
civilian police roles that support democratic 
governance, including assistance for pro-
grams to prevent conflict, respond to disas-
ters, address gender-based violence, and fos-
ter improved police relations with the com-
munities they serve. 

(b) NOTIFICATION.—Assistance provided 
under subsection (a) shall be subject to the 
regular notification procedures of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations. 

PROHIBITION ON PROMOTION OF TOBACCO 
SEC. 7050. None of the funds provided by 

this Act shall be available to promote the 
sale or export of tobacco or tobacco prod-
ucts, or to seek the reduction or removal by 
any foreign country of restrictions on the 
marketing of tobacco or tobacco products, 
except for restrictions which are not applied 
equally to all tobacco or tobacco products of 
the same type. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 
SEC. 7051. None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be used to send or otherwise 
pay for the attendance of more than 50 em-
ployees of agencies or departments of the 
United States Government who are stationed 
in the United States, at any single inter-
national conference occurring outside the 
United States, unless the Secretary of State 
reports to the Committees on Appropriations 
at least 5 days in advance that such attend-
ance is important to the national interest: 
Provided, That for purposes of this section 
the term ‘‘international conference’’ shall 
mean a conference attended by representa-
tives of the United States Government and 
of foreign governments, international orga-
nizations, or nongovernmental organiza-
tions. 

AIRCRAFT TRANSFER AND COORDINATION 
SEC. 7052. (a) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—Not-

withstanding any other provision of law or 
regulation, aircraft procured with funds ap-
propriated by this Act and prior Acts mak-
ing appropriations for the Department of 

State, foreign operations, and related pro-
grams under the headings ‘‘Diplomatic and 
Consular Programs’’, ‘‘International Nar-
cotics Control and Law Enforcement’’, ‘‘An-
dean Counterdrug Initiative’’, and ‘‘Andean 
Counterdrug Programs’’ may be used for any 
other program and in any region, including 
for the transportation of active and standby 
Civilian Response Corps personnel and equip-
ment during a deployment: Provided, That 
the responsibility for policy decisions and 
justification for the use of such transfer au-
thority shall be the responsibility of the Sec-
retary of State and the Deputy Secretary of 
State and this responsibility shall not be del-
egated. 

(b) PROPERTY DISPOSAL.—The authority 
provided in subsection (a) shall apply only 
after the Secretary of State determines and 
reports to the Committees on Appropriations 
that the equipment is no longer required to 
meet programmatic purposes in the des-
ignated country or region: Provided, That 
any such transfer shall be subject to prior 
consultation with, and the regular notifica-
tion procedures of, the Committees on Ap-
propriations. 

(c) AIRCRAFT COORDINATION.— 
(1) The uses of aircraft purchased or leased 

by the Department of State and the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) with funds made available in 
this Act or prior Acts making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs shall be coordi-
nated under the authority of the appropriate 
Chief of Mission: Provided, That such aircraft 
may be used to transport, on a reimbursable 
or non-reimbursable basis, Federal and non- 
Federal personnel supporting Department of 
State and USAID programs and activities: 
Provided further, That official travel for 
other agencies for other purposes may be 
supported on a reimbursable basis, or with-
out reimbursement when traveling on a 
space available basis: Provided further, That 
funds received by the Department of State 
for the use of aircraft owned, leased, or char-
tered by the Department of State may be 
credited to the Working Capital Fund of the 
Department and shall be available for ex-
penses related to the purchase, lease, main-
tenance, chartering, or operation of such air-
craft. 

(2) The requirement and authorities of this 
subsection shall only apply to aircraft, the 
primary purpose of which is the transpor-
tation of personnel. 

PARKING FINES AND REAL PROPERTY TAXES 
OWED BY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 

SEC. 7053. The terms and conditions of sec-
tion 7055 of the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 2011 (division F of Public Law 
111–117) shall apply to this Act: Provided, 
That the date ‘‘September 30, 2009’’ in sub-
section (f)(2)(B) of such section shall be 
deemed to be ‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

LANDMINES AND CLUSTER MUNITIONS 
SEC. 7054. (a) LANDMINES.—Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, 
demining equipment available to the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment and the Department of State and used 
in support of the clearance of landmines and 
unexploded ordnance for humanitarian pur-
poses may be disposed of on a grant basis in 
foreign countries, subject to such terms and 
conditions as the Secretary of State may 
prescribe. 

(b) CLUSTER MUNITIONS.—No military as-
sistance shall be furnished for cluster muni-
tions, no defense export license for cluster 
munitions may be issued, and no cluster mu-
nitions or cluster munitions technology 
shall be sold or transferred, unless— 

(1) the submunitions of the cluster muni-
tions, after arming, do not result in more 

than 1 percent unexploded ordnance across 
the range of intended operational environ-
ments, and the agreement applicable to the 
assistance, transfer, or sale of such cluster 
munitions or cluster munitions technology 
specifies that the cluster munitions will only 
be used against clearly defined military tar-
gets and will not be used where civilians are 
known to be present or in areas normally in-
habited by civilians; or 

(2) such assistance, license, sale, or trans-
fer is for the purpose of demilitarizing or 
permanently disposing of such cluster muni-
tions. 

PROHIBITION ON PUBLICITY OR PROPAGANDA 
SEC. 7055. No part of any appropriation 

contained in this Act shall be used for pub-
licity or propaganda purposes within the 
United States not authorized before the date 
of the enactment of this Act by Congress: 
Provided, That not to exceed $25,000 may be 
made available to carry out the provisions of 
section 316 of the International Security and 
Development Cooperation Act of 1980 (Public 
Law 96–533). 

CONSULAR IMMUNITY 
SEC. 7056. The Secretary of State, with the 

concurrence of the Attorney General, may, 
on the basis of reciprocity and under such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary may 
determine, specify privileges and immunities 
for a consular post, the members of a con-
sular post and their families which result in 
more favorable or less favorable treatment 
than is provided in the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations, of April 24, 1963 
(T.I.A.S. 6820), entered into force for the 
United States December 24, 1969: Provided, 
That prior to exercising the authority of this 
section, the Secretary shall consult with the 
appropriate congressional committees on the 
circumstances that may warrant the need 
for privileges and immunities providing 
more favorable or less favorable treatment 
specified under such Convention. 

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 

SEC. 7057. (a) AUTHORITY.—Up to $93,000,000 
of the funds made available in title III of this 
Act pursuant to or to carry out the provi-
sions of part I of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, including funds appropriated under 
the heading ‘‘Assistance for Europe, Eurasia 
and Central Asia’’, may be used by the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) to hire and employ indi-
viduals in the United States and overseas on 
a limited appointment basis pursuant to the 
authority of sections 308 and 309 of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980. 

(b) RESTRICTIONS.— 
(1) The number of individuals hired in any 

fiscal year pursuant to the authority con-
tained in subsection (a) may not exceed 175. 

(2) The authority to hire individuals con-
tained in subsection (a) shall expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

(c) CONDITIONS.—The authority of sub-
section (a) should only be used to the extent 
that an equivalent number of positions that 
are filled by personal services contractors or 
other non-direct hire employees of USAID, 
who are compensated with funds appro-
priated to carry out part I of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, including funds appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Assistance for 
Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’, are 
eliminated. 

(d) PROGRAM ACCOUNT CHARGED.—The ac-
count charged for the cost of an individual 
hired and employed under the authority of 
this section shall be the account to which 
the responsibilities of such individual pri-
marily relate: Provided, That funds made 
available to carry out this section may be 
transferred to, and merged with, funds ap-
propriated by this Act in title II under the 
heading ‘‘Operating Expenses’’. 
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(e) FOREIGN SERVICE LIMITED EXTEN-

SIONS.—Individuals hired and employed by 
USAID, with funds made available in this 
Act or prior Acts making appropriations for 
the Department of State, foreign operations, 
and related programs, pursuant to the au-
thority of section 309 of the Foreign Service 
Act of 1980, may be extended for a period of 
up to 4 years notwithstanding the limitation 
set forth in such section. 

(f) DISASTER SURGE CAPACITY.—Funds ap-
propriated under title III of this Act to carry 
out part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, including funds appropriated under the 
heading ‘‘Assistance for Europe, Eurasia and 
Central Asia’’, may be used, in addition to 
funds otherwise available for such purposes, 
for the cost (including the support costs) of 
individuals detailed to or employed by 
USAID whose primary responsibility is to 
carry out programs in response to natural 
disasters, or man-made disasters subject to 
the regular notification procedures of the 
Committees on Appropriations. 

(g) PERSONAL SERVICES CONTRACTORS.— 
Funds appropriated by this Act to carry out 
chapter 1 of part I, chapter 4 of part II, and 
section 667 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, and title II of the Food for Peace Act 
(Public Law 83–480), may be used by USAID 
to employ up to 40 personal services contrac-
tors in the United States, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, for the purpose of 
providing direct, interim support for new or 
expanded overseas programs and activities 
managed by the agency until permanent di-
rect hire personnel are hired and trained: 
Provided, That not more than 15 of such con-
tractors shall be assigned to any bureau or 
office: Provided further, That such funds ap-
propriated to carry out title II of the Food 
for Peace Act (Public Law 83–480), may be 
made available only for personal services 
contractors assigned to the Office of Food for 
Peace. 

(h) SMALL BUSINESS.—In entering into mul-
tiple award indefinite-quantity contracts 
with funds appropriated by this Act, USAID 
may provide an exception to the fair oppor-
tunity process for placing task orders under 
such contracts when the order is placed with 
any category of small or small disadvan-
taged business. 

(i) SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE LIMITED AP-
POINTMENTS.—Individuals hired pursuant to 
the authority provided by section 7059(o) of 
the Department of State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2011 (division F of Public Law 111– 
117) may be assigned to or support programs 
in Afghanistan or Pakistan with funds made 
available in this Act and prior Acts making 
appropriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs. 

GLOBAL HEALTH ACTIVITIES 
SEC. 7058. (a) IN GENERAL.—Funds appro-

priated by titles III and IV of this Act that 
are made available for bilateral assistance 
for child survival activities or disease pro-
grams including activities relating to re-
search on, and the prevention, treatment and 
control of, HIV/AIDS may be made available 
notwithstanding any other provision of law 
except for provisions under the heading 
‘‘Global Health Programs’’ and the United 
States Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuber-
culosis, and Malaria Act of 2003 (117 Stat. 711; 
22 U.S.C. 7601 et seq.), as amended: Provided, 
That of the funds appropriated under title III 
of this Act, not less than $575,000,000 should 
be made available for family planning/repro-
ductive health, including in areas where pop-
ulation growth threatens biodiversity or en-
dangered species. 

(b) GLOBAL FUND.—Of the funds appro-
priated by this Act that are available for a 
contribution to the Global Fund to Fight 

AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Global 
Fund), 10 percent should be withheld from 
obligation until the Secretary of State de-
termines and reports to the Committees on 
Appropriations that the Global Fund is— 

(1) maintaining and implementing a policy 
of transparency, including the authority of 
the Global Fund Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral (OIG) to publish OIG reports on a public 
Web site; 

(2) providing sufficient resources to main-
tain an independent OIG that— 

(A) reports directly to the Board of the 
Global Fund; 

(B) maintains a mandate to conduct thor-
ough investigations and programmatic au-
dits, free from undue interference; and 

(C) compiles regular, publicly published 
audits and investigations of financial, pro-
grammatic, and reporting aspects of the 
Global Fund, its grantees, recipients, sub-re-
cipients, and Local Fund Agents; 

(3) effectively implementing and enforcing 
policies and procedures which reflect best 
practices for the protection of whistle-
blowers from retaliation, including best 
practices for— 

(A) protection against retaliation for inter-
nal and lawful public disclosures; 

(B) legal burdens of proof; 
(C) statutes of limitation for reporting re-

taliation; 
(D) access to independent adjudicative bod-

ies, including external arbitration; and 
(E) results that eliminate the effects of 

proven retaliation; and 
(4) implementing the recommendations 

contained in the Consolidated Trans-
formation Plan approved by the Board of the 
Global Fund on November 21, 2011: 
Provided, That such withholding shall not be 
in addition to funds that are withheld from 
the Global Fund in fiscal year 2016 pursuant 
to the application of any other provision 
contained in this or any other Act. 

(c) CONTAGIOUS INFECTIOUS DISEASE OUT-
BREAKS.—If the Secretary of State deter-
mines and reports to the Committees on Ap-
propriations that an international infectious 
disease outbreak is sustained, severe, and is 
spreading internationally, or that it is in the 
national interest to respond to a Public 
Health Emergency of International Concern, 
funds made available under title III of this 
Act may be made available to combat such 
infectious disease or public health emer-
gency: Provided, That funds made available 
pursuant to the authority of this subsection 
shall be subject to prior consultation with, 
and the regular notification procedures of, 
the Committees on Appropriations. 

GENDER EQUALITY 
SEC. 7059. (a) GENDER EQUALITY.—Funds ap-

propriated by this Act shall be made avail-
able to promote gender equality in United 
States Government diplomatic and develop-
ment efforts by raising the status, increasing 
the participation, and protecting the rights 
of women and girls worldwide. 

(b) WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP.—Of the funds ap-
propriated by title III of this Act, not less 
than $50,000,000 shall be made available to in-
crease leadership opportunities for women in 
countries where women and girls suffer dis-
crimination due to law, policy, or practice, 
by strengthening protections for women’s 
political status, expanding women’s partici-
pation in political parties and elections, and 
increasing women’s opportunities for leader-
ship positions in the public and private sec-
tors at the local, provincial, and national 
levels. 

(c) GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.— 
(1)(A) Of the funds appropriated by titles 

III and IV of this Act, not less than 
$150,000,000 shall be made available to imple-
ment a multi-year strategy to prevent and 

respond to gender-based violence in coun-
tries where it is common in conflict and non- 
conflict settings. 

(B) Funds appropriated by titles III and IV 
of this Act that are available to train foreign 
police, judicial, and military personnel, in-
cluding for international peacekeeping oper-
ations, shall address, where appropriate, pre-
vention and response to gender-based vio-
lence and trafficking in persons, and shall 
promote the integration of women into the 
police and other security forces. 

(2) Department of State and United States 
Agency for International Development gen-
der programs shall incorporate coordinated 
efforts to combat a variety of forms of gen-
der-based violence, including child marriage, 
rape, female genital cutting and mutilation, 
and domestic violence, among other forms of 
gender-based violence in conflict and non- 
conflict settings. 

(d) WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECURITY.—Funds 
appropriated by this Act under the headings 
‘‘Development Assistance’’, ‘‘Economic Sup-
port Fund’’, and ‘‘International Narcotics 
Control and Law Enforcement’’ should be 
made available to support a multi-year 
strategy to expand, and improve coordina-
tion of, United States Government efforts to 
empower women as equal partners in conflict 
prevention, peace building, transitional 
processes, and reconstruction efforts in 
countries affected by conflict or in political 
transition, and to ensure the equitable provi-
sion of relief and recovery assistance to 
women and girls. 

SECTOR ALLOCATIONS 
SEC. 7060. (a) BASIC EDUCATION AND HIGHER 

EDUCATION.— 
(1) BASIC EDUCATION.— 
(A) Of the funds appropriated under title 

III of this Act, not less than $800,000,000 
should be made available for assistance for 
basic education, and such funds may be made 
available notwithstanding any provision of 
law that restricts assistance to foreign coun-
tries, except for the conditions provided in 
this subsection: Provided, That such funds 
should only be used to implement the stated 
objectives of basic education programs for 
each Country Development Cooperation 
Strategy or similar strategy regarding basic 
education established by the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 

(B) Not later than 30 days after enactment 
of this Act, the USAID Administrator shall 
report to the Committees on Appropriations 
on the status of cumulative unobligated bal-
ances and obligated, but unexpended, bal-
ances in each country where USAID provides 
basic education assistance and such report 
shall also include details on the types of con-
tracts and grants provided and the goals and 
objectives of such assistance: Provided, That 
the USAID Administrator shall update such 
report on a monthly basis during fiscal year 
2016: Provided further, That if the USAID Ad-
ministrator determines that any unobligated 
balances of funds specifically designated for 
assistance for basic education in prior Acts 
making appropriations for the Department 
of State, foreign operations, and related pro-
grams are in excess of the absorptive capac-
ity of recipient countries, such funds may be 
made available for other programs author-
ized under chapter 1 of part I of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, notwithstanding such 
funding designation: Provided further, That 
the authority of the previous proviso shall be 
subject to prior consultation with, and the 
regular notification procedures of, the Com-
mittees on Appropriations. 

(C) Of the funds appropriated under title 
III of this Act for assistance for basic edu-
cation programs, not less than $70,000,000 
shall be made available for a contribution to 
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multilateral partnerships that support edu-
cation. 

(2) HIGHER EDUCATION.—Of the funds appro-
priated by title III of this Act, not less than 
$225,000,000 shall be made available for assist-
ance for higher education, including not less 
than $35,000,000 for new partnerships between 
higher education institutions in the United 
States and developing countries: Provided, 
That such funds may be made available not-
withstanding any other provision of law that 
restricts assistance to foreign countries, and 
shall be subject to the regular notification 
procedures of the Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

(b) DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS.—Of the funds 
appropriated by this Act under the heading 
‘‘Development Assistance’’, not less than 
$26,000,000 shall be made available for the 
American Schools and Hospitals Abroad pro-
gram, and not less than $11,000,000 shall be 
made available for cooperative development 
programs of USAID. 

(c) ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMS.— 
(1) AUTHORITY.—Funds appropriated by 

this Act to carry out the provisions of sec-
tions 103 through 106, and chapter 4 of part 
II, of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 may 
be used, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law except for the provisions of this sub-
section and only subject to the reporting 
procedures of the Committees on Appropria-
tions, to support environment programs. 

(2) CONSERVATION PROGRAMS AND LIMITA-
TIONS.— 

(A) Of the funds appropriated under title 
III of this Act, not less than $265,000,000 shall 
be made available for biodiversity conserva-
tion programs. 

(B) Not less than $80,000,000 of the funds ap-
propriated under titles III and IV of this Act 
shall be made available to combat the 
transnational threat of wildlife poaching and 
trafficking. 

(C) None of the funds appropriated under 
title IV of this Act may be made available 
for training or other assistance for any mili-
tary unit or personnel that the Secretary of 
State determines has been credibly alleged 
to have participated in wildlife poaching or 
trafficking, unless the Secretary reports to 
the Committees on Appropriations that to do 
so is in the national security interests of the 
United States. 

(D) Funds appropriated by this Act for bio-
diversity programs shall not be used to sup-
port the expansion of industrial scale logging 
or any other industrial scale extractive ac-
tivity into areas that were primary/intact 
tropical forests as of December 30, 2013, and 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall instruct 
the United States executive directors of each 
international financial institutions (IFI) to 
vote against any financing of any such activ-
ity. 

(3) LARGE DAMS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall instruct the United States ex-
ecutive director of each IFI that it is the pol-
icy of the United States to vote in relation 
to any loan, grant, strategy, or policy of 
such institution to support the construction 
of any large dam consistent with the criteria 
set forth in Senate Report 114–79, while also 
considering whether the project involves im-
portant foreign policy objectives. 

(4) SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES.—Of the funds 
appropriated under title III of this Act, not 
less than $123,500,000 shall be made available 
for sustainable landscape programs. 

(5) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—Of the funds ap-
propriated by this Act under the heading 
‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, $9,720,000 shall be 
transferred to, and merged with, funds ap-
propriated under the heading ‘‘Contribution 
to the Strategic Climate Fund’’, and such 
transfer shall occur not later than 120 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(d) FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURAL DE-
VELOPMENT.— 

(1) Of the funds appropriated by title III of 
this Act, not less than $1,000,600,000 should be 
made available for food security and agricul-
tural development programs, of which not 
less than $50,000,000 shall be made available 
for the Feed the Future Innovation Labs: 
Provided, That such funds may be made 
available notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law to prevent or address food short-
ages, and for a United States contribution to 
the endowment of the Global Crop Diversity 
Trust. 

(2) Funds appropriated under title III of 
this Act may be made available as a con-
tribution to the Global Agriculture and Food 
Security Program if such contribution will 
not cause the United States to exceed 33 per-
cent of the total amount of funds contrib-
uted to such Program. 

(e) MICROENTERPRISE AND MICROFINANCE.— 
Of the funds appropriated by this Act, not 
less than $265,000,000 should be made avail-
able for microenterprise and microfinance 
development programs for the poor, espe-
cially women. 

(f) PROGRAMS TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN 
PERSONS AND MODERN SLAVERY.— 

(1) TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS.— 
(A) Of the funds appropriated by this Act 

under the headings ‘‘Development Assist-
ance’’, ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, ‘‘Assist-
ance for Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’, 
and ‘‘International Narcotics Control and 
Law Enforcement’’, not less than $60,000,000 
shall be made available for activities to com-
bat trafficking in persons internationally. 

(B) Funds made available in the previous 
paragraph shall be made available to support 
a multifaceted approach to combat human 
trafficking in Guatemala: Provided, That the 
Secretary of State shall consult with the 
Committees on Appropriations, not later 
than 30 days after enactment of this Act, on 
the use of such funds. 

(2) MODERN SLAVERY.—Of the funds appro-
priated by this Act under the headings ‘‘De-
velopment Assistance’’ and ‘‘International 
Narcotics Control and Law Enforcement’’, in 
addition to funds made available pursuant to 
paragraph (1), $25,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for a grant or grants, to be awarded on 
an open and competitive basis, to reduce the 
prevalence of modern slavery globally: Pro-
vided, That such funds shall only be made 
available in fiscal year 2016 to carry out the 
End Modern Slavery Initiative Act of 2015 (S. 
553, 114th Congress), as reported to the Sen-
ate, if such bill is enacted into law: Provided 
further, That if such bill is not enacted into 
law in fiscal year 2016, funds made available 
pursuant to this subsection shall be made 
available for other programs to combat traf-
ficking in persons and modern slavery, fol-
lowing consultation with the appropriate 
congressional committees. 

(g) RECONCILIATION PROGRAMS.—Of the 
funds appropriated by this Act under the 
headings ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ and 
‘‘Development Assistance’’, not less than 
$26,000,000 shall be made available to support 
people-to-people reconciliation programs 
which bring together individuals of different 
ethnic, religious, and political backgrounds 
from areas of civil strife and war: Provided, 
That the USAID Administrator shall consult 
with the Committees on Appropriations, 
prior to the initial obligation of funds, on 
the uses of such funds, and such funds shall 
be subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations: 
Provided further, That to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, such funds shall be matched 
by sources other than the United States Gov-
ernment. 

(h) WATER AND SANITATION.—Of the funds 
appropriated by this Act, not less than 

$400,000,000 shall be made available for water 
supply and sanitation projects pursuant to 
the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor 
Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–121), of which not 
less than $145,000,000 shall be for programs in 
sub-Saharan Africa, and of which not less 
than $14,000,000 shall be made available for 
programs to design and build safe, public la-
trines in Africa and Asia. 
OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION 
SEC. 7061. (a) TRANSFER.—Whenever the 

President determines that it is in further-
ance of the purposes of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, up to a total of $20,000,000 of 
the funds appropriated under title III of this 
Act may be transferred to, and merged with, 
funds appropriated by this Act for the Over-
seas Private Investment Corporation Pro-
gram Account, to be subject to the terms 
and conditions of that account: Provided, 
That such funds shall not be available for ad-
ministrative expenses of the Overseas Pri-
vate Investment Corporation: Provided fur-
ther, That designated funding levels in this 
Act shall not be transferred pursuant to this 
section: Provided further, That the exercise of 
such authority shall be subject to the reg-
ular notification procedures of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations. 

(b) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding section 
235(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, the authority of subsections (a) through 
(c) of section 234 of such Act shall remain in 
effect until September 30, 2016. 

ARMS TRADE TREATY 
SEC. 7062. None of the funds appropriated 

by this Act may be obligated or expended to 
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the 
Senate approves a resolution of ratification 
for the Treaty. 
COUNTRIES IMPACTED BY SIGNIFICANT REFUGEE 

POPULATIONS OR INTERNALLY DISPLACED 
PERSONS 
SEC. 7063. Funds appropriated by this Act 

under the headings ‘‘Development Assist-
ance’’ and ‘‘Economic Support Fund’’ shall 
be made available for programs in countries 
affected by significant populations of inter-
nally displaced persons or refugees to— 

(1) expand and improve host government 
social services and basic infrastructure to 
accommodate the needs of such populations 
and persons; 

(2) alleviate the social and economic 
strains placed on host communities; 

(3) improve coordination of such assistance 
in a more effective and sustainable manner; 
and 

(4) leverage increased assistance from do-
nors other than the United States Govern-
ment for central governments and local com-
munities in such countries. 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING INDI-

VIDUALS DETAINED AT NAVAL STATION, 
GUANTÁNAMO BAY, CUBA 
SEC. 7064. Not later than 5 days after the 

conclusion of an agreement with a country, 
including a state with a compact of free as-
sociation with the United States, to receive 
by transfer or release individuals detained at 
United States Naval Station, Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, the Secretary of State shall no-
tify the Committees on Appropriations in 
writing of the terms of the agreement, in-
cluding whether funds appropriated by this 
Act or prior Acts making appropriations for 
the Department of State, foreign operations, 
and related programs will be made available 
for assistance for such country pursuant to 
such agreement. 

MULTI-YEAR PLEDGES 
SEC. 7065. None of the funds appropriated 

by this Act may be used to make any pledge 
for future year funding for any multilateral 
or bilateral program funded in titles III 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00219 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9596 December 17, 2015 
through VI of this Act unless such pledge 
was— 

(1) previously justified, including the pro-
jected future year costs, in a congressional 
budget justification; 

(2) included in an Act making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs or pre-
viously authorized by an Act of Congress; 

(3) notified in accordance with the regular 
notification procedures of the Committees 
on Appropriations, including the projected 
future year costs; or 

(4) the subject of prior consultation with 
the Committees on Appropriations and such 
consultation was conducted at least 7 days in 
advance of the pledge. 

PROHIBITION ON USE OF TORTURE 
SEC. 7066. (a) LIMITATION.—None of the 

funds made available in this Act may be used 
to support or justify the use of torture, 
cruel, or inhumane treatment by any official 
or contract employee of the United States 
Government. 

(b) ASSISTANCE TO ELIMINATE TORTURE.— 
Funds appropriated under titles III and IV of 
this Act shall be made available, notwith-
standing section 660 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 and following consultation 
with the Committees on Appropriations, for 
assistance to eliminate torture by foreign 
police, military or other security forces in 
countries receiving assistance from funds ap-
propriated by this Act. 

EXTRADITION 
SEC. 7067. (a) LIMITATION.—None of the 

funds appropriated in this Act may be used 
to provide assistance (other than funds pro-
vided under the headings ‘‘International Dis-
aster Assistance’’, ‘‘Complex Crises Fund’’, 
‘‘International Narcotics Control and Law 
Enforcement’’, ‘‘Migration and Refugee As-
sistance’’, ‘‘United States Emergency Ref-
ugee and Migration Assistance Fund’’, and 
‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-terrorism, Demining 
and Related Assistance’’) for the central gov-
ernment of a country which has notified the 
Department of State of its refusal to extra-
dite to the United States any individual in-
dicted for a criminal offense for which the 
maximum penalty is life imprisonment with-
out the possibility of parole or for killing a 
law enforcement officer, as specified in a 
United States extradition request. 

(b) CLARIFICATION.—Subsection (a) shall 
only apply to the central government of a 
country with which the United States main-
tains diplomatic relations and with which 
the United States has an extradition treaty 
and the government of that country is in 
violation of the terms and conditions of the 
treaty. 

(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the restriction in subsection (a) on a 
case-by-case basis if the Secretary certifies 
to the Committees on Appropriations that 
such waiver is important to the national in-
terests of the United States. 

COMMERCIAL LEASING OF DEFENSE ARTICLES 
SEC. 7068. Notwithstanding any other pro-

vision of law, and subject to the regular noti-
fication procedures of the Committees on 
Appropriations, the authority of section 
23(a) of the Arms Export Control Act may be 
used to provide financing to Israel, Egypt, 
and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), and major non-NATO allies for the 
procurement by leasing (including leasing 
with an option to purchase) of defense arti-
cles from United States commercial sup-
pliers, not including Major Defense Equip-
ment (other than helicopters and other types 
of aircraft having possible civilian applica-
tion), if the President determines that there 
are compelling foreign policy or national se-
curity reasons for those defense articles 

being provided by commercial lease rather 
than by government-to-government sale 
under such Act. 

INDEPENDENT STATES OF THE FORMER SOVIET 
UNION 

SEC. 7069. (a) ASSISTANCE FOR UKRAINE.—Of 
the funds appropriated by this Act under ti-
tles III through VI, not less than $658,185,000 
shall be made available for assistance for 
Ukraine. 

(b) LIMITATION.—None of the funds appro-
priated by this Act may be made available 
for assistance for a government of an Inde-
pendent State of the former Soviet Union if 
that government directs any action in viola-
tion of the territorial integrity or national 
sovereignty of any other Independent State 
of the former Soviet Union, such as those 
violations included in the Helsinki Final 
Act: Provided, That except as otherwise pro-
vided in section 7070(a) of this Act, funds 
may be made available without regard to the 
restriction in this subsection if the President 
determines that to do so is in the national 
security interest of the United States: Pro-
vided further, That prior to executing the au-
thority contained in this subsection the De-
partment of State shall consult with the 
Committees on Appropriations on how such 
assistance supports the national security in-
terest of the United States. 

(c) SECTION 907 OF THE FREEDOM SUPPORT 
ACT.—Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support 
Act shall not apply to— 

(1) activities to support democracy or as-
sistance under title V of the FREEDOM Sup-
port Act and section 1424 of the Defense 
Against Weapons of Mass Destruction Act of 
1996 (50 U.S.C. 2333) or non-proliferation as-
sistance; 

(2) any assistance provided by the Trade 
and Development Agency under section 661 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 
U.S.C. 2421); 

(3) any activity carried out by a member of 
the United States and Foreign Commercial 
Service while acting within his or her offi-
cial capacity; 

(4) any insurance, reinsurance, guarantee, 
or other assistance provided by the Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation under title 
IV of chapter 2 of part I of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2191 et seq.); 

(5) any financing provided under the Ex-
port-Import Bank Act of 1945; or 

(6) humanitarian assistance. 
RUSSIA 

SEC. 7070. (a) LIMITATION.—None of the 
funds appropriated by this Act may be made 
available for assistance for the central Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation. 

(b) DETERMINATION AND CONDITIONS.— 
(1) None of the funds appropriated by this 

Act may be made available for assistance for 
the central government of a country that the 
Secretary of State determines and reports to 
the Committees on Appropriations has taken 
affirmative steps intended to support or be 
supportive of the Russian Federation annex-
ation of Crimea: Provided, That except as 
otherwise provided in subsection (a), the 
Secretary may waive the restriction on as-
sistance required by this paragraph if the 
Secretary certifies to such Committees that 
to do so is in the national interest of the 
United States, and includes a justification 
for such interest. 

(2) None of the funds appropriated by this 
Act may be made available for— 

(A) the implementation of any action or 
policy that recognizes the sovereignty of the 
Russian Federation over Crimea; 

(B) the facilitation, financing, or guar-
antee of United States Government invest-
ments in Crimea, if such activity includes 
the participation of Russian Government of-
ficials, or other Russian owned or controlled 
financial entities; or 

(C) assistance for Crimea, if such assist-
ance includes the participation of Russian 
Government officials, or other Russian 
owned or controlled financial entities. 

(3) The Secretary of the Treasury shall in-
struct the United States executive directors 
of each international financial institution to 
vote against any assistance by such institu-
tion (including but not limited to any loan, 
credit, or guarantee) for any program that 
violates the sovereignty or territorial integ-
rity of Ukraine. 

(4) The requirements and limitations of 
this subsection shall cease to be in effect if 
the Secretary of State certifies and reports 
to the Committees on Appropriations that 
the Government of Ukraine has reestablished 
sovereignty over Crimea. 

(c) ASSISTANCE TO REDUCE VULNERABILITY 
AND PRESSURE.—Funds appropriated by this 
Act for assistance for the Eastern Partner-
ship countries shall be made available to ad-
vance the implementation of Association 
Agreements and trade agreements with the 
European Union, and to reduce their vulner-
ability to external economic and political 
pressure from the Russian Federation. 

(d) DEMOCRACY PROGRAMS.—Funds appro-
priated by this Act shall be made available 
to support the advancement of democracy 
and the rule of law in the Russian Federa-
tion, including to promote Internet freedom, 
and shall also be made available to support 
the democracy and rule of law strategy re-
quired by section 7071(d) of the Department 
of State, Foreign Operations, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2014 (division 
K of Public Law 113–76). 

(e) REPORTS.—Not later than 45 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State shall update the reports required by 
section 7071(b)(2), (c), and (e) of the Depart-
ment of State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs Appropriations Act, 2014 (di-
vision K of Public Law 113–76). 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
SEC. 7071. (a) EXTENSIONS.—The terms and 

conditions of sections 7086(b) (1) and (2) and 
7090(a) of the Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, 2010 (division F of Public Law 
111–117) shall apply to this Act. 

(b) REPAYMENT.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall instruct the United States 
Executive Director of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) to seek to ensure that any 
loan will be repaid to the IMF before other 
private creditors. 

SPECIAL DEFENSE ACQUISITION FUND 
SEC. 7072. Not to exceed $900,000,000 may be 

obligated pursuant to section 51(c)(2) of the 
Arms Export Control Act for the purposes of 
the Special Defense Acquisition Fund 
(Fund), to remain available for obligation 
until September 30, 2018: Provided, That the 
provision of defense articles and defense 
services to foreign countries or international 
organizations from the Fund shall be subject 
to the concurrence of the Secretary of State. 

COUNTERING FOREIGN FIGHTERS AND VIOLENT 
EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS 

SEC. 7073. (a) COUNTERING FOREIGN FIGHT-
ERS AND VIOLENT EXTREMIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—Funds appropriated under titles III 
and IV of this Act shall be made available for 
programs to— 

(1) counter the flow of foreign fighters to 
countries in which violent extremists or vio-
lent extremist organizations operate, includ-
ing those entities designated as foreign ter-
rorist organizations (FTOs) pursuant to sec-
tion 219 of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (Public Law 82–814), including through 
programs with partner governments and 
multilateral organizations to— 

(A) counter recruitment campaigns by 
such entities; 
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(B) detect and disrupt foreign fighter trav-

el, particularly at points of origin; 
(C) implement antiterrorism programs; 
(D) secure borders, including points of in-

filtration and exfiltration by such entities; 
(E) implement and establish criminal laws 

and policies to counter foreign fighters; and 
(F) arrest, investigate, prosecute, and in-

carcerate terrorist suspects, facilitators, and 
financiers; and 

(2) reduce public support for violent ex-
tremists or violent extremist organizations, 
including FTOs, by addressing the specific 
drivers of radicalization, including through 
such activities as— 

(A) public messaging campaigns to damage 
their appeal; 

(B) programs to engage communities and 
populations at risk of violent extremist 
radicalization and recruitment; 

(C) counter-radicalization and de- 
radicalization activities for potential and 
former violent extremists and returning for-
eign fighters, including in prisons; 

(D) law enforcement training programs; 
and 

(E) capacity building for civil society orga-
nizations to combat radicalization in local 
communities. 

(b) STRENGTHENING THE STATE SYSTEM.— 
(1) Funds appropriated under titles III and 

IV of this Act shall be made available for 
programs to strengthen the state system and 
counter violent extremists and violent ex-
tremist organizations, including FTOs, by 
supporting security and governance pro-
grams in countries whose stability and legit-
imacy are directly threatened by violence 
against state institutions by such entities, 
including at the national and local levels, 
and in fragile states bordering such coun-
tries. 

(2) Programs funded pursuant to paragraph 
(1) shall prioritize activities to improve gov-
ernance, including by— 

(A) promoting civil society; 
(B) strengthening the rule of law; 
(C) professionalizing security services; 
(D) increasing transparency and account-

ability; 
(E) combating corruption; and 
(F) protecting human rights. 
(c) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) The Secretary of State shall ensure 

that the programs described in subsection (a) 
are coordinated with and complement the ef-
forts of other United States Government 
agencies and international partners, and 
that such programs are consistent with all 
applicable laws, regulations, and policies re-
garding the use of foreign assistance funds: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall also en-
sure that information gained through the 
conduct of programs described in subsection 
(a)(1) is shared in a timely manner with rel-
evant United States Government agencies 
and other international partners, as appro-
priate. 

(2) Prior to the obligation of funds appro-
priated by this Act and made available for 
the purposes of this section, the Secretary of 
State shall ensure that mechanisms are in 
place for appropriate monitoring, oversight, 
and control of such assistance: Provided, 
That the Secretary shall promptly inform 
the appropriate congressional committees of 
each significant instance in which assistance 
provided for such purposes has been com-
promised, including the amount and type of 
assistance affected, a description of the inci-
dent and parties involved, and an expla-
nation of the response of the Department of 
State. 

(3) Funds appropriated by this Act that are 
made available for programs described in 
subsection (a) shall be subject to the regular 
notification procedures of the Committees 
on Appropriations, and are subject to the ad-

ditional requirements contained under sec-
tion 7073 in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this Consolidated Act): Pro-
vided, That for the purposes of funds appro-
priated by this Act that are made available 
for countering violent extremism, as justi-
fied to the Committees on Appropriations in 
the Congressional Budget Justification, For-
eign Operations, Fiscal Year 2016, such funds 
shall only be made available for programs 
described in subsection (a)(2). 

ENTERPRISE FUNDS 
SEC. 7074. (a) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.— 

None of the funds made available under ti-
tles III through VI of this Act may be made 
available for Enterprise Funds unless the ap-
propriate congressional committees are noti-
fied at least 15 days in advance. 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS PLAN.—Prior 
to the distribution of any assets resulting 
from any liquidation, dissolution, or winding 
up of an Enterprise Fund, in whole or in 
part, the President shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a plan 
for the distribution of the assets of the En-
terprise Fund. 

(c) TRANSITION OR OPERATING PLAN.—Prior 
to a transition to and operation of any pri-
vate equity fund or other parallel invest-
ment fund under an existing Enterprise 
Fund, the President shall submit such tran-
sition or operating plan to the appropriate 
congressional committees. 
USE OF FUNDS IN CONTRAVENTION OF THIS ACT 
SEC. 7075. If the President makes a deter-

mination not to comply with any provision 
of this Act on constitutional grounds, the 
head of the relevant Federal agency shall no-
tify the Committees on Appropriations in 
writing within 5 days of such determination, 
the basis for such determination and any re-
sulting changes to program and policy. 

BUDGET DOCUMENTS 
SEC. 7076. (a) OPERATING PLANS.—Not later 

than 45 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, each department, agency, or orga-
nization funded in titles I, II, and VI of this 
Act, and the Department of the Treasury and 
Independent Agencies funded in title III of 
this Act, including the Inter-American Foun-
dation and the United States African Devel-
opment Foundation, shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations an operating 
plan for funds appropriated to such depart-
ment, agency, or organization in such titles 
of this Act, or funds otherwise available for 
obligation in fiscal year 2016, that provides 
details of the uses of such funds at the pro-
gram, project, and activity level: Provided, 
That such plans shall include, as applicable, 
a comparison between the most recent con-
gressional directives or approved funding 
levels and the funding levels proposed by the 
department or agency; and a clear, concise, 
and informative description/justification: 
Provided further, That if such department, 
agency, or organization receives an addi-
tional amount under the same heading in 
title VIII of this Act, operating plans re-
quired by this subsection shall include con-
solidated information on all such funds: Pro-
vided further, That operating plans that in-
clude changes in levels of funding for pro-
grams, projects, and activities specified in 
the congressional budget justification, in 
this Act, or amounts specifically designated 
in the respective tables included in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
Consolidated Act), as applicable, shall be 
subject to the notification and reprogram-
ming requirements of section 7015 of this 
Act. 

(b) SPEND PLANS.— 
(1) Prior to the initial obligation of funds, 

the Secretary of State or Administrator of 

the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), as appropriate, shall 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations 
a detailed spend plan for funds made avail-
able by this Act, for— 

(A) assistance for Afghanistan, Lebanon, 
Pakistan, and the West Bank and Gaza; 

(B) Power Africa and the regional security 
initiatives listed under this heading in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
Consolidated Act): Provided, That the spend 
plan for such initiatives shall include the 
amount of assistance planned for each coun-
try by account, to the maximum extent 
practicable; and 

(C) democracy programs and sectors enu-
merated in subsections (a), (c)(2), (d)(1), (e), 
(f), and (h) of section 7060 of this Act. 

(2) Not later than 45 days after enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations a detailed spend plan for funds 
made available by this Act under the head-
ing ‘‘Department of the Treasury, Inter-
national Affairs Technical Assistance’’ in 
title III. 

(c) SPENDING REPORT.—Not later than 45 
days after enactment of this Act, the USAID 
Administrator shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations a detailed report on 
spending of funds made available during fis-
cal year 2015 under the heading ‘‘Develop-
ment Credit Authority’’. 

(d) NOTIFICATIONS.—The spend plans ref-
erenced in subsection (b) shall not be consid-
ered as meeting the notification require-
ments in this Act or under section 634A of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. 

(e) CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET JUSTIFICA-
TION.— 

(1) The congressional budget justification 
for Department of State operations and for-
eign operations shall be provided to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations concurrent with 
the date of submission of the President’s 
budget for fiscal year 2017: Provided, That the 
appendices for such justification shall be 
provided to the Committees on Appropria-
tions not later than 10 calendar days there-
after. 

(2) The Secretary of State and the USAID 
Administrator shall include in the congres-
sional budget justification a detailed jus-
tification for multi-year availability for any 
funds requested under the headings ‘‘Diplo-
matic and Consular Programs’’ and ‘‘Oper-
ating Expenses’’. 

REPORTS AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
SEC. 7077. (a) PUBLIC POSTING OF RE-

PORTS.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.—Any agency receiving 

funds made available by this Act shall, sub-
ject to paragraphs (2) and (3), post on the 
publicly available Web site of such agency 
any report required by this Act to be sub-
mitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions, upon a determination by the head of 
such agency that to do so is in the national 
interest. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to a report if— 

(A) the public posting of such report would 
compromise national security, including the 
conduct of diplomacy; or 

(B) the report contains proprietary, privi-
leged, or sensitive information. 

(3) TIMING AND INTENTION.—The head of the 
agency posting such report shall, unless oth-
erwise provided for in this Act, do so only 
after such report has been made available to 
the Committees on Appropriations for not 
less than 45 days: Provided, That any report 
required by this Act to be submitted to the 
Committees on Appropriations shall include 
information from the submitting agency on 
whether such report will be publicly posted. 
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(b) REQUESTS FOR DOCUMENTS.—None of the 

funds appropriated or made available pursu-
ant to titles III through VI of this Act shall 
be available to a nongovernmental organiza-
tion, including any contractor, which fails to 
provide upon timely request any document, 
file, or record necessary to the auditing re-
quirements of the Department of State and 
the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 

(c) RECORDS MANAGEMENT.— 
(1) LIMITATION AND DIRECTIVES.— 
(A) None of the funds appropriated by this 

Act under the headings ‘‘Diplomatic and 
Consular Programs’’ and ‘‘Capital Invest-
ment Fund’’ in title I, and ‘‘Operating Ex-
penses’’ in title II that are made available to 
the Department of State and USAID may be 
made available to support the use or estab-
lishment of email accounts or email servers 
created outside the .gov domain or not fitted 
for automated records management as part 
of a Federal government records manage-
ment program in contravention of the Presi-
dential and Federal Records Act Amend-
ments of 2014 (Public Law 113–187). 

(B) The Secretary of State and USAID Ad-
ministrator shall— 

(i) update the policies, directives, and over-
sight necessary to comply with Federal stat-
utes, regulations, and presidential executive 
orders and memoranda concerning the pres-
ervation of all records made or received in 
the conduct of official business, including 
record emails, instant messaging, and other 
online tools; 

(ii) use funds appropriated by this Act 
under the headings ‘‘Diplomatic and Con-
sular Programs’’ and ‘‘Capital Investment 
Fund’’ in title I, and ‘‘Operating Expenses’’ 
in title II, as appropriate, to improve Federal 
records management pursuant to the Federal 
Records Act (44 U.S.C. Chapters 21, 29, 31, and 
33) and other applicable Federal records 
management statutes, regulations, or poli-
cies for the Department of State and USAID; 

(iii) direct departing employees that all 
Federal records generated by such employ-
ees, including senior officials, belong to the 
Federal Government; and 

(iv) measurably improve the response time 
for identifying and retrieving Federal 
records. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State and USAID Administrator shall each 
submit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations and to the National Archives and 
Records Administration detailing, as appro-
priate and where applicable— 

(A) the policy of each agency regarding the 
use or the establishment of email accounts 
or email servers created outside the .gov do-
main or not fitted for automated records 
management as part of a Federal govern-
ment records management program; 

(B) the extent to which each agency is in 
compliance with applicable Federal records 
management statutes, regulations, and poli-
cies; and 

(C) the steps required, including steps al-
ready taken, and the associated costs, to— 

(i) comply with paragraph (1)(B) of this 
subsection; 

(ii) ensure that all employees at every 
level have been instructed in procedures and 
processes to ensure that the documentation 
of their official duties is captured, preserved, 
managed, protected, and accessible in offi-
cial Government systems of the Department 
of State and USAID; 

(iii) implement the recommendations of 
the Office of Inspector General, United 
States Department of State (OIG), in the 
March 2015 Review of State Messaging and 
Archive Retrieval Toolset and Record Email 
(ISP–1–15–15) and any recommendations from 
the OIG review of the records management 

practices of the Department of State re-
quested by the Secretary on March 25, 2015, if 
completed; 

(iv) reduce the backlog of Freedom of In-
formation Act and Congressional oversight 
requests, and measurably improve the re-
sponse time for answering such requests; 

(v) strengthen cyber security measures to 
mitigate vulnerabilities, including those re-
sulting from the use of personal email ac-
counts or servers outside the .gov domain; 
and 

(vi) codify in the Foreign Affairs Manual 
and Automated Directives System the up-
dates referenced in paragraph (1)(B) of this 
subsection, where appropriate. 

(3) REPORT ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 
180 days after the submission of the reports 
required by paragraph (2), the Comptroller 
General of the United States, in consultation 
with National Archives and Records Admin-
istration, as appropriate, shall conduct an 
assessment of such reports, and shall consult 
with the Committees on Appropriations on 
the scope and requirements of such assess-
ment. 

(4) FUNDING.—Of funds appropriated by this 
Act under the heading ‘‘Capital Investment 
Fund’’ in title I, $10,000,000 shall be withheld 
from obligation until the Secretary submits 
the report required by paragraph (2). 

GLOBAL INTERNET FREEDOM 
SEC. 7078. (a) FUNDING.—Of the funds avail-

able for obligation during fiscal year 2016 
under the headings ‘‘International Broad-
casting Operations’’, ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’, ‘‘Democracy Fund’’, and ‘‘Assistance 
for Europe, Euraisa and Central Asia’’, not 
less than $50,500,000 shall be made available 
for programs to promote Internet freedom 
globally: Provided, That such programs shall 
be prioritized for countries whose govern-
ments restrict freedom of expression on the 
Internet, and that are important to the na-
tional interests of the United States: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available pur-
suant to this section shall be matched, to 
the maximum extent practicable, by sources 
other than the United States Government, 
including from the private sector. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Funds made available 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be— 

(1) coordinated with other democracy, gov-
ernance, and broadcasting programs funded 
by this Act under the headings ‘‘Inter-
national Broadcasting Operations’’, ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’, ‘‘Democracy Fund’’, 
‘‘Complex Crises Fund’’, and ‘‘Assistance for 
Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’, and shall 
be incorporated into country assistance, de-
mocracy promotion, and broadcasting strate-
gies, as appropriate; 

(2) made available to the Bureau of Democ-
racy, Human Rights, and Labor, Department 
of State for programs to implement the May 
2011, International Strategy for Cyberspace 
and the comprehensive strategy to promote 
Internet freedom and access to information 
in Iran, as required by section 414 of the Iran 
Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights 
Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8754); 

(3) made available to the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors (BBG) to provide tools 
and techniques to access the Web sites of 
BBG broadcasters that are censored, and to 
work with such broadcasters to promote and 
distribute such tools and techniques, includ-
ing digital security techniques; 

(4) made available for programs that sup-
port the efforts of civil society to counter 
the development of repressive Internet-re-
lated laws and regulations, including coun-
tering threats to Internet freedom at inter-
national organizations; to combat violence 
against bloggers and other users; and to en-
hance digital security training and capacity 
building for democracy activists; 

(5) made available for research of key 
threats to Internet freedom; the continued 
development of technologies that provide or 
enhance access to the Internet, including cir-
cumvention tools that bypass Internet 
blocking, filtering, and other censorship 
techniques used by authoritarian govern-
ments; and maintenance of the technological 
advantage of the United States Government 
over such censorship techniques: Provided, 
That the Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the BBG Chairman, shall coordinate 
any such research and development pro-
grams with other relevant United States 
Government departments and agencies in 
order to share information, technologies, and 
best practices, and to assess the effectiveness 
of such technologies; and 

(6) coordinated by the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor, Department of State, except that the 
uses of such funds made available under the 
heading ‘‘International Broadcasting Oper-
ations’’ shall be the responsibility of the 
BBG Chairman. 

(c) COORDINATION AND SPEND PLANS.—After 
consultation among the relevant agency 
heads to coordinate and de-conflict planned 
activities, but not later than 90 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State and the BBG Chairman shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations spend 
plans for funds made available by this Act 
for programs to promote Internet freedom 
globally, which shall include a description of 
safeguards established by relevant agencies 
to ensure that such programs are not used 
for illicit purposes: Provided, That the De-
partment of State spend plan shall include 
funding for all such programs for all relevant 
Department of State and USAID offices and 
bureaus: Provided further, That prior to the 
obligation of such funds, such offices and bu-
reaus shall consult with the Assistant Sec-
retary for Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor, Department of State, to ensure that 
such programs support the Department of 
State Internet freedom strategy. 

DISABILITY PROGRAMS 
SEC. 7079. (a) ASSISTANCE.—Funds appro-

priated by this Act under the heading ‘‘Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’ shall be made avail-
able for programs and activities adminis-
tered by the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) to address 
the needs and protect and promote the rights 
of people with disabilities in developing 
countries, including initiatives that focus on 
independent living, economic self-suffi-
ciency, advocacy, education, employment, 
transportation, sports, and integration of in-
dividuals with disabilities, including for the 
cost of translation. 

(b) MANAGEMENT, OVERSIGHT, AND TECH-
NICAL SUPPORT.—Of the funds made available 
pursuant to this section, 5 percent may be 
used for USAID for management, oversight, 
and technical support. 

IMPACT ON JOBS IN THE UNITED STATES 
SEC. 7080. None of the funds appropriated 

or otherwise made available under titles III 
through VI of this Act may be obligated or 
expended to provide— 

(1) any financial incentive to a business en-
terprise currently located in the United 
States for the purpose of inducing such an 
enterprise to relocate outside the United 
States if such incentive or inducement is 
likely to reduce the number of employees of 
such business enterprise in the United States 
because United States production is being re-
placed by such enterprise outside the United 
States; 

(2) assistance for any program, project, or 
activity that contributes to the violation of 
internationally recognized workers’ rights, 
as defined in section 507(4) of the Trade Act 
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of 1974, of workers in the recipient country, 
including any designated zone or area in that 
country: Provided, That the application of 
section 507(4)(D) and (E) of such Act should 
be commensurate with the level of develop-
ment of the recipient country and sector, 
and shall not preclude assistance for the in-
formal sector in such country, micro and 
small-scale enterprise, and smallholder agri-
culture; 

(3) any assistance to an entity outside the 
United States if such assistance is for the 
purpose of directly relocating or transferring 
jobs from the United States to other coun-
tries and adversely impacts the labor force 
in the United States; or 

(4) for the enforcement of any rule, regula-
tion, policy, or guidelines implemented pur-
suant to— 

(A) the third proviso of subsection 7079(b) 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010; 

(B) the modification proposed by the Over-
seas Private Investment Corporation in No-
vember 2013 to the Corporation’s Environ-
mental and Social Policy Statement relating 
to coal; or 

(C) the Supplemental Guidelines for High 
Carbon Intensity Projects approved by the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States on 
December 12, 2013, 
when enforcement of such rule, regulation, 
policy, or guidelines would prohibit, or have 
the effect of prohibiting, any coal-fired or 
other power-generation project the purpose 
of which is to: (i) provide affordable elec-
tricity in International Development Asso-
ciation (IDA)-eligible countries and IDA- 
blend countries; and (ii) increase exports of 
goods and services from the United States or 
prevent the loss of jobs from the United 
States. 

COUNTRY FOCUS AND SELECTIVITY 
SEC. 7081. (a) TRANSITION PLAN REQUIRE-

MENT.—Any bilateral country assistance 
strategy developed after the date of enact-
ment of this Act for the provision of assist-
ance for a foreign country shall include a 
transition plan identifying end goals and op-
tions for winding down, within a targeted pe-
riod of years, such bilateral assistance: Pro-
vided, That such transition plan shall be de-
veloped by the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID), the heads of other rel-
evant Federal agencies, and officials of such 
foreign government and representatives of 
civil society, as appropriate. 

(b) TARGETED TRANSITIONS.—Not later than 
180 days after enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
USAID Administrator, the heads of other 
relevant Federal agencies, and the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, shall select at least 
one country in which to establish and imple-
ment a transition program to seek to reduce 
dependency on bilateral foreign assistance 
and create greater self-sufficiency for such 
country: Provided, That any such selection 
shall be of a country receiving assistance 
with funds appropriated under titles III and 
IV of this Act and prior Acts making appro-
priations for the Department of State, for-
eign operations, and related programs that— 

(1) is a long-time recipient of such assist-
ance; 

(2) has demonstrated, or has been assessed 
to possess, the capacity for self-sufficiency; 
and 

(3) is not impacted by conflict or crisis, in-
cluding large numbers of internally dis-
placed persons or significant refugee popu-
lations resulting from such conflict or crisis: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
consult with the Committees on Appropria-
tions prior to the selection of any such coun-
try, and on the goals and targets for such 

program to be established in the selected 
country: Provided further, That such transi-
tion should exclude funding for democracy 
and humanitarian assistance programs: Pro-
vided further, That assistance may be re-
sumed or continued for any such selected 
country if the Secretary determines and re-
ports to the Committees on Appropriations 
that to do so is important to the national in-
terest of the United States, and such report 
provides an explanation of such interest 
being served. 

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND 

SEC. 7082. (a) CONTRIBUTION.—Of the funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘Inter-
national Organizations and Programs’’ in 
this Act for fiscal year 2016, $32,500,000 shall 
be made available for the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA). 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds appro-
priated by this Act for UNFPA, that are not 
made available for UNFPA because of the op-
eration of any provision of law, shall be 
transferred to the ‘‘Global Health Programs’’ 
account and shall be made available for fam-
ily planning, maternal, and reproductive 
health activities, subject to the regular noti-
fication procedures of the Committees on 
Appropriations. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS IN 
CHINA.—None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used by UNFPA for a coun-
try program in the People’s Republic of 
China. 

(d) CONDITIONS ON AVAILABILITY OF 
FUNDS.—Funds made available by this Act 
for UNFPA may not be made available un-
less— 

(1) UNFPA maintains funds made available 
by this Act in an account separate from 
other accounts of UNFPA and does not com-
mingle such funds with other sums; and 

(2) UNFPA does not fund abortions. 
(e) REPORT TO CONGRESS AND DOLLAR-FOR- 

DOLLAR WITHHOLDING OF FUNDS.— 
(1) Not later than 4 months after the date 

of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State shall submit a report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations indicating the 
amount of funds that UNFPA is budgeting 
for the year in which the report is submitted 
for a country program in the People’s Repub-
lic of China. 

(2) If a report under paragraph (1) indicates 
that UNFPA plans to spend funds for a coun-
try program in the People’s Republic of 
China in the year covered by the report, then 
the amount of such funds UNFPA plans to 
spend in the People’s Republic of China shall 
be deducted from the funds made available 
to UNFPA after March 1 for obligation for 
the remainder of the fiscal year in which the 
report is submitted. 

TITLE VIII 

OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS/ 
GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Diplomatic 
and Consular Programs’’, $2,561,808,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017, of 
which $1,966,632,000 is for Worldwide Security 
Protection and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the Secretary of 
State may transfer up to $10,000,000 of the 
total funds made available under this head-
ing to any other appropriation of any depart-
ment or agency of the United States, upon 
the concurrence of the head of such depart-
ment or agency, to support operations in and 
assistance for Afghanistan and to carry out 
the provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961: Provided further, That any such trans-

fer shall be treated as a reprogramming of 
funds under subsections (a) and (b) of section 
7015 of this Act and shall not be available for 
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that 
section: Provided further, That up to 
$15,000,000 of the funds appropriated under 
this heading in this title may be made avail-
able for Conflict Stabilization Operations 
and for related reconstruction and stabiliza-
tion assistance to prevent or respond to con-
flict or civil strife in foreign countries or re-
gions, or to enable transition from such 
strife: Provided further, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Office of In-
spector General’’, $66,600,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, of which 
$56,900,000 shall be for the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction 
(SIGAR) for reconstruction oversight: Pro-
vided, That printing and reproduction costs 
shall not exceed amounts for such costs dur-
ing fiscal year 2015: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any employee of SIGAR who completes at 
least 12 months of continuous service after 
the date of enactment of this Act or who is 
employed on the date on which SIGAR ter-
minates, whichever occurs first, shall ac-
quire competitive status for appointment to 
any position in the competitive service for 
which the employee possesses the required 
qualifications: Provided further, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

EMBASSY SECURITY, CONSTRUCTION, AND 
MAINTENANCE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Embassy 
Security, Construction, and Maintenance’’, 
$747,851,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $735,201,000 shall be for 
Worldwide Security Upgrades, acquisition, 
and construction as authorized: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Contribu-
tions to International Organizations’’, 
$101,728,000: Provided, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PEACEKEEPING ACTIVITIES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Contribu-
tions for International Peacekeeping Activi-
ties’’, $1,794,088,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

RELATED AGENCY 

BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING OPERATIONS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Inter-
national Broadcasting Operations’’, 
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$10,700,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 
OPERATING EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operating 
Expenses’’, $139,262,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2017: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 

INTERNATIONAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Inter-

national Disaster Assistance’’, $1,919,421,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

TRANSITION INITIATIVES 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Transition 

Initiatives’’, $37,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

COMPLEX CRISES FUND 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Complex 

Crises Fund’’, $20,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUND 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Economic 

Support Fund’’, $2,422,673,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

ASSISTANCE FOR EUROPE, EURASIA AND 
CENTRAL ASIA 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Assistance 
for Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’, 
$438,569,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress for Overseas 
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
MIGRATION AND REFUGEE ASSISTANCE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Migration 
and Refugee Assistance’’ to respond to ref-
ugee crises, including in Africa, the Near 
East, South and Central Asia, and Europe 
and Eurasia, $2,127,114,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, except that such funds 
shall not be made available for the resettle-
ment costs of refugees in the United States: 
Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Inter-
national Narcotics Control and Law Enforce-
ment’’, $371,650,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

NONPROLIFERATION, ANTI-TERRORISM, 
DEMINING AND RELATED PROGRAMS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Non-
proliferation, Anti-terrorism, Demining and 
Related Programs’’, $379,091,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Peace-
keeping Operations’’, $469,269,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Pro-
vided further, That funds available for obliga-
tion under this heading in this Act may be 
used to pay assessed expenses of inter-
national peacekeeping activities in Somalia, 
subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations, 
except that such expenses shall not exceed 
the level described in the final proviso under 
the heading ‘‘Contributions for International 
Peacekeeping Activities’’ in title I of this 
Act. 

FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 

FOREIGN MILITARY FINANCING PROGRAM 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Foreign 
Military Financing Program’’, $1,288,176,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2017: 
Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC. 8001. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds appropriated in this title 
are in addition to amounts appropriated or 
otherwise made available in this Act for fis-
cal year 2016. 

EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES AND CONDITIONS 

SEC. 8002. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act, the additional amounts appro-
priated by this title to appropriations ac-
counts in this Act shall be available under 
the authorities and conditions applicable to 
such appropriations accounts. 

TRANSFER AUTHORITY 

SEC. 8003. (a)(1) Funds appropriated by this 
title in this Act under the headings ‘‘Transi-
tion Initiatives’’, ‘‘Complex Crises Fund’’, 
‘‘Economic Support Fund’’, and ‘‘Assistance 
for Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’ may 
be transferred to, and merged with, funds ap-
propriated by this title under such headings. 

(2) Funds appropriated by this title in this 
Act under the headings ‘‘International Nar-
cotics Control and Law Enforcement’’, ‘‘Non-
proliferation, Anti-terrorism, Demining and 
Related Programs’’, ‘‘Peacekeeping Oper-
ations’’, and ‘‘Foreign Military Financing 

Program’’ may be transferred to, and merged 
with, funds appropriated by this title under 
such headings. 

(3) Of the funds appropriated by this title 
under the heading ‘‘International Disaster 
Assistance’’, up to $600,000,000 may be trans-
ferred to, and merged with, funds appro-
priated by this title under the heading ‘‘Mi-
gration and Refugee Assistance’’. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section, not to exceed $15,000,000 from 
funds appropriated under the heading ‘‘For-
eign Military Financing Program’’ by this 
title in this Act and made available for the 
Europe and Eurasia Regional program may 
be transferred to, and merged with, funds 
previously made available under the heading 
‘‘Global Security Contingency Fund’’ which 
shall be available only for programs in the 
Europe and Eurasia region. 

(c) The transfer authority provided in sub-
section (a) may only be exercised to address 
contingencies. 

(d) The transfer authority provided in sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall be subject to prior 
consultation with, and the regular notifica-
tion procedures of, the Committees on Ap-
propriations: Provided, That such transfer 
authority is in addition to any transfer au-
thority otherwise available under any other 
provision of law, including section 610 of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 which may be 
exercised by the Secretary of State for the 
purposes of this title. 

TITLE IX 
OTHER MATTERS 

MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY PROGRAMS 
UNITED STATES QUOTA, INTERNATIONAL 

MONETARY FUND 
DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For an increase in the United States quota 
in the International Monetary Fund, the dol-
lar equivalent of 40,871,800,000 Special Draw-
ing Rights, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding the 
provisos under the heading ‘‘International 
Assistance Programs—International Mone-
tary Programs—United States Quota, Inter-
national Monetary Fund’’ in the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 
111–32), the costs of the amounts provided 
under this heading in this Act and in Public 
Law 111–32 shall be estimated on a present 
value basis, excluding administrative costs 
and any incidental effects on governmental 
receipts or outlays: Provided further, That for 
purposes of the previous proviso, the dis-
count rate for purposes of the present value 
calculation shall be the appropriate interest 
rate on marketable Treasury securities, ad-
justed for market risk: Provided further, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, 
as amended: Provided further, That such 
amount shall be available only if the Presi-
dent designates such amount, and the re-
lated amount to be rescinded under the head-
ing ‘‘Loans to the International Monetary 
Fund Direct Loan Program Account’’, as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) and transmits such designation 
to the Congress. 

LOANS TO THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
FUND 

DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

Of the amounts provided under the heading 
‘‘International Assistance Programs—Inter-
national Monetary Programs—Loans to 
International Monetary Fund’’ in the Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public 
Law 111–32), the dollar equivalent of 
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40,871,800,000 Special Drawing Rights is here-
by permanently rescinded as of the date 
when the rollback of the United States cred-
it arrangement in the New Arrangements to 
Borrow of the International Monetary Fund 
is effective, but no earlier than when the in-
crease of the United States quota authorized 
in section 72 of the Bretton Woods Agree-
ments Act (22 U.S.C. 286 et seq.) becomes ef-
fective: Provided, That notwithstanding the 
second through fourth provisos under the 
heading ‘‘International Assistance Pro-
grams—International Monetary Programs— 
Loans to International Monetary Fund’’ in 
Public Law 111–32, the costs of the amounts 
under this heading in this Act and in Public 
Law 111–32 shall be estimated on a present 
value basis, excluding administrative costs 
and any incidental effects on governmental 
receipts or outlays: Provided further, That for 
purposes of the previous proviso, the dis-
count rate for purposes of the present value 
calculation shall be the appropriate interest 
rate on marketable Treasury securities, ad-
justed for market risk: Provided further, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, 
as amended: Provided further, That such 
amount shall be rescinded only if the Presi-
dent designates such amount as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) and transmits such designation 
to the Congress. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

LIMITATIONS ON AND EXPIRATION OF AUTHOR-
ITY WITH RESPECT TO NEW ARRANGEMENTS 
TO BORROW 

SEC. 9001. Section 17 of the Bretton Woods 
Agreements Act (22 U.S.C. 286e–2) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a) by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) The authority to make loans under 
this section shall expire on December 16, 
2022.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b), in paragraphs (1) and 
(2), by inserting before the end period the fol-
lowing: ‘‘, only to the extent that amounts 
available for such loans are not rescinded by 
an Act of Congress’’; 

(3) by adding the following subsection (e), 
which shall be effective from the first day of 
the next period of renewal of the NAB deci-
sion after enactment of this Act: 

‘‘(e) New Requirement for Activation of 
the New Arrangements to Borrow 

‘‘(1) The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
include in the certification and report re-
quired by paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(2), (b)(1), and 
(b)(2) of this section prior to activation an 
additional certification and report that— 

‘‘(A) the one-year forward commitment ca-
pacity of the IMF (excluding borrowed re-
sources) is expected to fall below 
100,000,000,000 Special Drawing Rights during 
the period of the NAB activation; and 

‘‘(B) activation of the NAB is in the United 
States strategic economic interest with the 
reasons and analysis for that determination. 

‘‘(2) Prior to submitting any certification 
and report required by paragraphs (a)(1), 
(a)(2), (b)(1), and (b)(2) of this section, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall consult with 
the appropriate congressional committees.’’; 
and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) In this section, the term ‘appropriate 
congressional committees’ means the Com-
mittees on Appropriations and Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committees on 
Appropriations and Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives.’’. 

ACCEPTANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES OF 
AGREEMENT; QUOTA INCREASE 

SEC. 9002. The Bretton Woods Agreements 
Act (22 U.S.C. 286 et seq.) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 71. ACCEPTANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT OF THE 
FUND. 

‘‘The United States Governor of the Fund 
may accept the amendments to the Articles 
of Agreement of the Fund as proposed in res-
olution 66–2 of the Board of Governors of the 
Fund. 
‘‘SEC. 72. QUOTA INCREASE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Gov-
ernor of the Fund may consent to an in-
crease in the quota of the United States in 
the Fund equivalent to 40,871,800,000 Special 
Drawing Rights. 

‘‘(b) SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATIONS.—The au-
thority provided by subsection (a) shall be 
effective only to such extent or in such 
amounts as are provided in advance in appro-
priations Acts.’’. 
REPORT ON METHODOLOGY USED FOR CONGRES-

SIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATES 
SEC. 9003. (a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice shall submit a report to the appropriate 
congressional committees on the method-
ology used and rationale for incorporating 
market risk in cost estimates for the Inter-
national Monetary Fund: Provided, That for 
the purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committees on Appropriations, 
Budget, Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs, 
and Foreign Relations of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committees on Appropriations, 
Budget, and Financial Services of the House 
of Representatives. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The report submitted 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall include mat-
ters relevant to the evaluation of the budg-
etary effects of the participation of the 
United States in the International Monetary 
Fund, including the risks associated with— 

(1) the current participation of the United 
States in the International Monetary Fund, 
including the market risk of the Fund; 

(2) countries borrowing from the Fund; 
(3) the various loan instruments and assist-

ance activities of the Fund; and 
(4) past participation of the United States 

in the International Monetary Fund, includ-
ing the historical net cost to the government 
of previous quota increases. 

(c) REVIEW.—Following the submission of 
the report required by subsection (a), the 
Committees on Appropriations and Budget of 
the Senate and the Committees on Appro-
priations and Budget of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall review the Congressional 
Budget Office’s market risk scoring method-
ology and consider options for modifying the 
budgetary treatment of new appropriations 
to the International Monetary Fund: Pro-
vided, That in conducting such review, such 
committees should consult with other inter-
ested parties, including the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and the Congressional 
Budget Office. 
REQUIRED CONSULTATIONS WITH CONGRESS IN 

ADVANCE OF CONSIDERATION OF EXCEP-
TIONAL ACCESS LENDING 
SEC. 9004. (a) IN GENERAL.—The United 

States Executive Director of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (the Fund) (or any 
designee of the Executive Director) may not 
vote for the approval of an exceptional ac-
cess loan to be provided by the Fund to a 
country unless, not later than 7 days before 
voting to approve that loan (subject to sub-
section (c)), the Secretary of the Treasury 

submits to the Committees on Appropria-
tions and Foreign Relations of the Senate 
and the Committees on Appropriations and 
Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives— 

(1) a report on the exceptional access pro-
gram under which the loan is to be provided, 
including a description of the size and tenor 
of the program; and 

(2) a debt sustainability analysis and re-
lated documentation justifying the need for 
the loan. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—A debt sustainability anal-
ysis under subsection (a)(2) with respect to 
an exceptional access loan shall include the 
following: 

(1) any assumptions for growth of the gross 
domestic product of the country that may 
receive the loan; 

(2) an estimate of whether the public debt 
of that country is sustainable in the medium 
term, consistent with the exceptional access 
lending rules of the Fund; 

(3) an estimate of the prospects of that 
country for regaining access to private cap-
ital markets; and 

(4) an evaluation of the probability of the 
success of providing the exceptional access 
loan. 

(c) EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES.—The 
Secretary may submit the report and anal-
ysis required by subsection (a) to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations and Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committees on 
Appropriations and Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives not later than 2 
business days after a decision by the Execu-
tive Board of the Fund to approve an excep-
tional access loan only if the Secretary— 

(1) determines and certifies that— 
(A) an emergency exists in the country 

that applied for the loan and that country 
requires immediate assistance to avoid dis-
rupting orderly financial markets; or 

(B) other extraordinary circumstances 
exist that warrant delaying the submission 
of the report and analysis; and 

(2) submits with the report and analysis a 
detailed explanation of the emergency or ex-
traordinary circumstances and the reasons 
for the delay. 

(d) FORM OF REPORT AND ANALYSIS.—The 
report and debt sustainability analysis and 
related documentation required by sub-
section (a) may be submitted in classified 
form. 

REPEAL OF SYSTEMIC RISK EXEMPTION TO LIM-
ITATIONS TO ACCESS POLICY OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL MONETARY FUND 

SEC. 9005. (a) POSITION OF THE UNITED 
STATES.—The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall direct the United States Executive Di-
rector of the International Monetary Fund 
(the Fund) to use the voice and vote of the 
United States to urge the Executive Board of 
the Fund to repeal the systemic risk exemp-
tion to the debt sustainability criterion of 
the Fund’s exceptional access framework, as 
set forth in paragraph 3(b) of Decision No. 
14064-(08/18) of the Fund (relating to access 
policy and limits in the credit tranches and 
under the extended Fund facility and overall 
access to the Fund’s general resources, and 
exceptional access policy). 

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—The quota increase 
authorized by the amendments made by sec-
tion 9002 shall not be disbursed until the Sec-
retary of the Treasury reports to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations and Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committees on 
Appropriations and Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives that the United 
States has taken all necessary steps to se-
cure repeal of the systemic risk exemption 
to the framework described in subsection (a). 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON LENDING, SURVEILLANCE, 

OR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE POLICIES OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
SEC. 9006. Not later than one year after the 

date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter until 2025, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall submit to the Committees 
on Appropriations and Foreign Relations of 
the Senate and the Committees on Appro-
priations and Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives a written report 
that includes— 

(1) a description of any changes in the poli-
cies of the International Monetary Fund (the 
Fund) with respect to lending, surveillance, 
or technical assistance; 

(2) an analysis of whether those changes, if 
any, increase or decrease the risk to United 
States financial commitments to the Fund; 

(3) an analysis of any new or ongoing ex-
ceptional access loans of the Fund in place 
during the year preceding the submission of 
the report; and 

(4) a description of any changes to the ex-
ceptional access policies of the Fund. 
REPORT ON IMPROVING UNITED STATES PAR-

TICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL MONE-
TARY FUND 
SEC. 9007. Not later than 180 days after the 

date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations and Foreign 
Relations of the Senate and the Committees 
on Appropriations and Financial Services of 
the House of Representatives a written re-
port on ways to improve the effectiveness, 
and mitigate the risks, of United States par-
ticipation in the International Monetary 
Fund (the Fund) that includes the following: 

(1) An analysis of recent changes to the 
surveillance products and policies of the 
Fund and whether those products and poli-
cies effectively address the shortcomings of 
surveillance by the Fund in the periods pre-
ceding the global financial crisis that began 
in 2008 and the European debt crisis that 
began in 2009. 

(2) A discussion of ways to better encour-
age countries to implement policy rec-
ommendations of the Fund, including— 

(A) whether the implementation rate of 
such policy recommendations would increase 
if the Fund provided regular status reports 
on whether countries have implemented its 
policy recommendations; and 

(B) whether or not lending by the Fund 
should be limited to countries that have 
taken necessary steps to implement such 
policy recommendations, including an anal-
ysis of the potential effectiveness of that 
limitation. 

(3) An analysis of the transparency policy 
of the Fund, ways that transparency policy 
can be improved, and whether such improve-
ments would be beneficial. 

(4) A detailed analysis of the riskiness of 
exceptional access loans provided by the 
Fund, including— 

(A) whether the additional interest rate 
surcharge is working as intended to discour-
age large and prolonged use of resources of 
the Fund; and 

(B) whether it would be beneficial for the 
Fund to require collateral when making ex-
ceptional access loans, and how requiring 
collateral would affect the make-up of excep-
tional access loans and the demand for such 
loans. 

(5) A description of how the classification 
of loans provided by the Fund would change 
if Fund quotas were increased under the 
amendments to the Articles of Agreement of 
the Fund proposed in resolution 66–2 of the 
Board of Governors of the Fund, including an 
assessment of how the quota increase would 
affect the classification of exceptional access 
loans outstanding as of the date of the report 

and whether the quota increase would lead 
to revisions of the classification of such 
loans. 

(6) A discussion and analysis of lessons 
learned from the lending arrangements that 
included the Fund, the European Commis-
sion, and the European Central Bank (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Troika’’) during 
the European debt crisis. 

(7) An analysis of the risks or benefits of 
increasing the transparency of the technical 
assistance projects of the Fund, including a 
discussion of— 

(A) the advantages and disadvantages of 
the current technical assistance disclosure 
policies of the Fund; 

(B) how technical assistance from the Fund 
could be better used to prevent crises from 
happening in the future; and 

(C) whether and how the Fund coordinates 
technical assistance projects with other or-
ganizations, including the United States De-
partment of the Treasury, to avoid duplica-
tion of efforts. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ment of State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

DIVISION L—TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Secretary, $108,750,000, of which not to ex-
ceed $2,734,000 shall be available for the im-
mediate Office of the Secretary; not to ex-
ceed $1,025,000 shall be available for the im-
mediate Office of the Deputy Secretary; not 
to exceed $20,609,000 shall be available for the 
Office of the General Counsel; not to exceed 
$9,941,000 shall be available for the Office of 
the Under Secretary of Transportation for 
Policy; not to exceed $13,697,000 shall be 
available for the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Budget and Programs; not to ex-
ceed $2,546,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Govern-
mental Affairs; not to exceed $25,925,000 shall 
be available for the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Administration; not to exceed 
$2,029,000 shall be available for the Office of 
Public Affairs; not to exceed $1,737,000 shall 
be available for the Office of the Executive 
Secretariat; not to exceed $1,434,000 shall be 
available for the Office of Small and Dis-
advantaged Business Utilization; not to ex-
ceed $10,793,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Intelligence, Security, and Emergency 
Response; and not to exceed $16,280,000 shall 
be available for the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer: Provided, That the Secretary 
of Transportation is authorized to transfer 
funds appropriated for any office of the Of-
fice of the Secretary to any other office of 
the Office of the Secretary: Provided further, 
That no appropriation for any office shall be 
increased or decreased by more than 5 per-
cent by all such transfers: Provided further, 
That notice of any change in funding greater 
than 5 percent shall be submitted for ap-
proval to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $60,000 shall be for allocation with-
in the Department for official reception and 
representation expenses as the Secretary 
may determine: Provided further, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, ex-
cluding fees authorized in Public Law 107–71, 
there may be credited to this appropriation 
up to $2,500,000 in funds received in user fees: 
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided in this Act shall be available for the 
position of Assistant Secretary for Public 

Affairs: Provided further, That not later than 
60 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall 
transmit to Congress the final Comprehen-
sive Truck Size and Weight Limits Study, as 
required by section 32801 of Public Law 112– 
141. 

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 
For necessary expenses related to the Of-

fice of the Assistant Secretary for Research 
and Technology, $13,000,000, of which 
$8,218,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That there may be 
credited to this appropriation, to be avail-
able until expended, funds received from 
States, counties, municipalities, other public 
authorities, and private sources for expenses 
incurred for training: Provided further, That 
any reference in law, regulation, judicial 
proceedings, or elsewhere to the Research 
and Innovative Technology Administration 
shall continue to be deemed to be a reference 
to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Research and Technology of the Department 
of Transportation. 

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS 
For capital investments in surface trans-

portation infrastructure, $500,000,000, to re-
main available through September 30, 2019: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall distribute funds provided under 
this heading as discretionary grants to be 
awarded to a State, local government, tran-
sit agency, or a collaboration among such 
entities on a competitive basis for projects 
that will have a significant impact on the 
Nation, a metropolitan area, or a region: 
Provided further, That projects eligible for 
funding provided under this heading shall in-
clude, but not be limited to, highway or 
bridge projects eligible under title 23, United 
States Code; public transportation projects 
eligible under chapter 53 of title 49, United 
States Code; passenger and freight rail trans-
portation projects; and port infrastructure 
investments (including inland port infra-
structure and land ports of entry): Provided 
further, That the Secretary may use up to 20 
percent of the funds made available under 
this heading for the purpose of paying the 
subsidy and administrative costs of projects 
eligible for Federal credit assistance under 
chapter 6 of title 23, United States Code, if 
the Secretary finds that such use of the 
funds would advance the purposes of this 
paragraph: Provided further, That in distrib-
uting funds provided under this heading, the 
Secretary shall take such measures so as to 
ensure an equitable geographic distribution 
of funds, an appropriate balance in address-
ing the needs of urban and rural areas, and 
the investment in a variety of transpor-
tation modes: Provided further, That a grant 
funded under this heading shall be not less 
than $5,000,000 and not greater than 
$100,000,000: Provided further, That not more 
than 20 percent of the funds made available 
under this heading may be awarded to 
projects in a single State: Provided further, 
That the Federal share of the costs for which 
an expenditure is made under this heading 
shall be, at the option of the recipient, up to 
80 percent: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall give priority to projects that re-
quire a contribution of Federal funds in 
order to complete an overall financing pack-
age: Provided further, That not less than 20 
percent of the funds provided under this 
heading shall be for projects located in rural 
areas: Provided further, That for projects lo-
cated in rural areas, the minimum grant size 
shall be $1,000,000 and the Secretary may in-
crease the Federal share of costs above 80 
percent: Provided further, That projects con-
ducted using funds provided under this head-
ing must comply with the requirements of 
subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00226 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9603 December 17, 2015 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall conduct a new competi-
tion to select the grants and credit assist-
ance awarded under this heading: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may retain up to 
$20,000,000 of the funds provided under this 
heading, and may transfer portions of those 
funds to the Administrators of the Federal 
Highway Administration, the Federal Tran-
sit Administration, the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration and the Maritime Administra-
tion, to fund the award and oversight of 
grants and credit assistance made under the 
National Infrastructure Investments pro-
gram. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CAPITAL 
For necessary expenses for upgrading and 

enhancing the Department of Transpor-
tation’s financial systems and re-engineering 
business processes, $5,000,000, to remain 
available through September 30, 2017. 

CYBER SECURITY INITIATIVES 
For necessary expenses for cyber security 

initiatives, including necessary upgrades to 
wide area network and information tech-
nology infrastructure, improvement of net-
work perimeter controls and identity man-
agement, testing and assessment of informa-
tion technology against business, security, 
and other requirements, implementation of 
Federal cyber security initiatives and infor-
mation infrastructure enhancements, imple-
mentation of enhanced security controls on 
network devices, and enhancement of cyber 
security workforce training tools, $8,000,000, 
to remain available through September 30, 
2017. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Civil Rights, $9,678,000. 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING, RESEARCH, AND 

DEVELOPMENT 
For necessary expenses for conducting 

transportation planning, research, systems 
development, development activities, and 
making grants, to remain available until ex-
pended, $8,500,000: Provided, That of such 
amount, $2,500,000 shall be for necessary ex-
penses to establish an Interagency Infra-
structure Permitting Improvement Center 
(IIPIC) that will implement reforms to im-
prove interagency coordination and the expe-
diting of projects related to the permitting 
and environmental review of major transpor-
tation infrastructure projects including one- 
time expenses to develop and deploy infor-
mation technology tools to track project 
schedules and metrics and improve the 
transparency and accountability of the per-
mitting process: Provided further, That there 
may be transferred to this appropriation, to 
remain available until expended, amounts 
from other Federal agencies for expenses in-
curred under this heading for IIPIC activities 
not related to transportation infrastructure: 
Provided further, That the tools and analysis 
developed by the IIPIC shall be available to 
other Federal agencies for the permitting 
and review of major infrastructure projects 
not related to transportation only to the ex-
tent that other Federal agencies provide 
funding to the Department as provided for 
under the previous proviso. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
For necessary expenses for operating costs 

and capital outlays of the Working Capital 
Fund, not to exceed $190,039,000 shall be paid 
from appropriations made available to the 
Department of Transportation: Provided, 
That such services shall be provided on a 
competitive basis to entities within the De-
partment of Transportation: Provided further, 
That the above limitation on operating ex-
penses shall not apply to non-DOT entities: 
Provided further, That no funds appropriated 

in this Act to an agency of the Department 
shall be transferred to the Working Capital 
Fund without majority approval of the 
Working Capital Fund Steering Committee 
and approval of the Secretary: Provided fur-
ther, That no assessments may be levied 
against any program, budget activity, sub-
activity or project funded by this Act unless 
notice of such assessments and the basis 
therefor are presented to the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations and are 
approved by such Committees. 

MINORITY BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER 
PROGRAM 

For the cost of guaranteed loans, $336,000, 
as authorized by 49 U.S.C. 332: Provided, That 
such costs, including the cost of modifying 
such loans, shall be as defined in section 502 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Pro-
vided further, That these funds are available 
to subsidize total loan principal, any part of 
which is to be guaranteed, not to exceed 
$18,367,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the guaranteed loan program, 
$597,000. 

MINORITY BUSINESS OUTREACH 

For necessary expenses of Minority Busi-
ness Resource Center outreach activities, 
$3,084,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That notwith-
standing 49 U.S.C. 332, these funds may be 
used for business opportunities related to 
any mode of transportation. 

PAYMENTS TO AIR CARRIERS 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

In addition to funds made available from 
any other source to carry out the essential 
air service program under 49 U.S.C. 41731 
through 41742, $175,000,000, to be derived from 
the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That in determining between or among car-
riers competing to provide service to a com-
munity, the Secretary may consider the rel-
ative subsidy requirements of the carriers: 
Provided further, That basic essential air 
service minimum requirements shall not in-
clude the 15-passenger capacity requirement 
under subsection 41732(b)(3) of title 49, 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
none of the funds in this Act or any other 
Act shall be used to enter into a new con-
tract with a community located less than 40 
miles from the nearest small hub airport be-
fore the Secretary has negotiated with the 
community over a local cost share: Provided 
further, That amounts authorized to be dis-
tributed for the essential air service program 
under subsection 41742(b) of title 49, United 
States Code, shall be made available imme-
diately from amounts otherwise provided to 
the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration: Provided further, That the 
Administrator may reimburse such amounts 
from fees credited to the account established 
under section 45303 of title 49, United States 
Code. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available 
in this Act to the Department of Transpor-
tation may be obligated for the Office of the 
Secretary of Transportation to approve as-
sessments or reimbursable agreements per-
taining to funds appropriated to the modal 
administrations in this Act, except for ac-
tivities underway on the date of enactment 
of this Act, unless such assessments or 
agreements have completed the normal re-
programming process for Congressional noti-
fication. 

SEC. 102. Notwithstanding section 3324 of 
title 31, United States Code, in addition to 
authority provided by section 327 of title 49, 

United States Code, the Department’s Work-
ing Capital Fund is hereby authorized to pro-
vide payments in advance to vendors that 
are necessary to carry out the Federal tran-
sit pass transportation fringe benefit pro-
gram under Executive Order 13150 and sec-
tion 3049 of Public Law 109–59: Provided, That 
the Department shall include adequate safe-
guards in the contract with the vendors to 
ensure timely and high-quality performance 
under the contract. 

SEC. 103. The Secretary shall post on the 
Web site of the Department of Transpor-
tation a schedule of all meetings of the Cred-
it Council, including the agenda for each 
meeting, and require the Credit Council to 
record the decisions and actions of each 
meeting. 

SEC. 104. In addition to authority provided 
by section 327 of title 49, United States Code, 
the Department’s Working Capital Fund is 
hereby authorized to provide partial or full 
payments in advance and accept subsequent 
reimbursements from all Federal agencies 
for transit benefit distribution services that 
are necessary to carry out the Federal tran-
sit pass transportation fringe benefit pro-
gram under Executive Order No. 13150 and 
section 3049 of Public Law 109–59: Provided, 
That the Department shall maintain a rea-
sonable operating reserve in the Working 
Capital Fund, to be expended in advance to 
provide uninterrupted transit benefits to 
Government employees, provided that such 
reserve will not exceed one month of benefits 
payable: Provided further, that such reserve 
may be used only for the purpose of pro-
viding for the continuation of transit bene-
fits, provided that the Working Capital Fund 
will be fully reimbursed by each customer 
agency for the actual cost of the transit ben-
efit. 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONS 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 
For necessary expenses of the Federal 

Aviation Administration, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including operations and research 
activities related to commercial space trans-
portation, administrative expenses for re-
search and development, establishment of 
air navigation facilities, the operation (in-
cluding leasing) and maintenance of aircraft, 
subsidizing the cost of aeronautical charts 
and maps sold to the public, lease or pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only, in addition to amounts 
made available by Public Law 112–95, 
$9,909,724,000 of which $7,922,000,000 shall be 
derived from the Airport and Airway Trust 
Fund, of which not to exceed $7,505,293,000 
shall be available for air traffic organization 
activities; not to exceed $1,258,411,000 shall be 
available for aviation safety activities; not 
to exceed $17,800,000 shall be available for 
commercial space transportation activities; 
not to exceed $760,500,000 shall be available 
for finance and management activities; not 
to exceed $60,089,000 shall be available for 
NextGen and operations planning activities; 
not to exceed $100,880,000 shall be available 
for security and hazardous materials safety; 
and not to exceed $206,751,000 shall be avail-
able for staff offices: Provided, That not to 
exceed 2 percent of any budget activity, ex-
cept for aviation safety budget activity, may 
be transferred to any budget activity under 
this heading: Provided further, That no trans-
fer may increase or decrease any appropria-
tion by more than 2 percent: Provided further, 
That any transfer in excess of 2 percent shall 
be treated as a reprogramming of funds 
under section 405 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section: Provided further, That 
not later than March 31 of each fiscal year 
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hereafter, the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration shall transmit to 
Congress an annual update to the report sub-
mitted to Congress in December 2004 pursu-
ant to section 221 of Public Law 108–176: Pro-
vided further, That the amount herein appro-
priated shall be reduced by $100,000 for each 
day after March 31 that such report has not 
been submitted to the Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than March 31 of each 
fiscal year hereafter, the Administrator shall 
transmit to Congress a companion report 
that describes a comprehensive strategy for 
staffing, hiring, and training flight standards 
and aircraft certification staff in a format 
similar to the one utilized for the controller 
staffing plan, including stated attrition esti-
mates and numerical hiring goals by fiscal 
year: Provided further, That the amount here-
in appropriated shall be reduced by $100,000 
per day for each day after March 31 that such 
report has not been submitted to Congress: 
Provided further, That funds may be used to 
enter into a grant agreement with a non-
profit standard-setting organization to assist 
in the development of aviation safety stand-
ards: Provided further, That none of the funds 
in this Act shall be available for new appli-
cants for the second career training pro-
gram: Provided further, That none of the 
funds in this Act shall be available for the 
Federal Aviation Administration to finalize 
or implement any regulation that would pro-
mulgate new aviation user fees not specifi-
cally authorized by law after the date of the 
enactment of this Act: Provided further, That 
there may be credited to this appropriation, 
as offsetting collections, funds received from 
States, counties, municipalities, foreign au-
thorities, other public authorities, and pri-
vate sources for expenses incurred in the pro-
vision of agency services, including receipts 
for the maintenance and operation of air 
navigation facilities, and for issuance, re-
newal or modification of certificates, includ-
ing airman, aircraft, and repair station cer-
tificates, or for tests related thereto, or for 
processing major repair or alteration forms: 
Provided further, That of the funds appro-
priated under this heading, not less than 
$154,400,000 shall be for the contract tower 
program, including the contract tower cost 
share program: Provided further, That none of 
the funds in this Act for aeronautical chart-
ing and cartography are available for activi-
ties conducted by, or coordinated through, 
the Working Capital Fund: Provided further, 
That not later than 60 days after enactment 
of this Act, the Administrator shall review 
and update the agency’s ‘‘Community In-
volvement Manual’’ related to new air traffic 
procedures, public outreach and community 
involvement: Provided further, That the Ad-
ministrator shall complete and implement a 
plan which enhances community involve-
ment techniques and proactively addresses 
concerns associated with performance based 
navigation projects: Provided further, That 
the Administrator shall transmit, in elec-
tronic format, the community involvement 
manual and plan to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations, the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science and Transportation not 
later than 180 days after enactment of this 
Act. 

FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, for acquisition, establishment, 
technical support services, improvement by 
contract or purchase, and hire of national 
airspace systems and experimental facilities 
and equipment, as authorized under part A of 
subtitle VII of title 49, United States Code, 
including initial acquisition of necessary 

sites by lease or grant; engineering and serv-
ice testing, including construction of test fa-
cilities and acquisition of necessary sites by 
lease or grant; construction and furnishing 
of quarters and related accommodations for 
officers and employees of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration stationed at remote lo-
calities where such accommodations are not 
available; and the purchase, lease, or trans-
fer of aircraft from funds available under 
this heading, including aircraft for aviation 
regulation and certification; to be derived 
from the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, 
$2,855,000,000, of which $470,049,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2016, and 
$2,384,951,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2018: Provided, That there may 
be credited to this appropriation funds re-
ceived from States, counties, municipalities, 
other public authorities, and private sources, 
for expenses incurred in the establishment, 
improvement, and modernization of national 
airspace systems: Provided further, That no 
later than March 31, the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall transmit to the Congress an 
investment plan for the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration which includes funding for each 
budget line item for fiscal years 2017 through 
2021, with total funding for each year of the 
plan constrained to the funding targets for 
those years as estimated and approved by 
the Office of Management and Budget: Pro-
vided further, That the amount herein appro-
priated shall be reduced by $100,000 per day 
for each day after March 31 that such report 
has not been submitted to Congress. 

RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVELOPMENT 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, for research, engineering, and de-
velopment, as authorized under part A of 
subtitle VII of title 49, United States Code, 
including construction of experimental fa-
cilities and acquisition of necessary sites by 
lease or grant, $166,000,000, to be derived from 
the Airport and Airway Trust Fund and to 
remain available until September 30, 2018: 
Provided, That there may be credited to this 
appropriation as offsetting collections, funds 
received from States, counties, municipali-
ties, other public authorities, and private 
sources, which shall be available for ex-
penses incurred for research, engineering, 
and development. 

GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For liquidation of obligations incurred for 
grants-in-aid for airport planning and devel-
opment, and noise compatibility planning 
and programs as authorized under sub-
chapter I of chapter 471 and subchapter I of 
chapter 475 of title 49, United States Code, 
and under other law authorizing such obliga-
tions; for procurement, installation, and 
commissioning of runway incursion preven-
tion devices and systems at airports of such 
title; for grants authorized under section 
41743 of title 49, United States Code; and for 
inspection activities and administration of 
airport safety programs, including those re-
lated to airport operating certificates under 
section 44706 of title 49, United States Code, 
$3,600,000,000, to be derived from the Airport 
and Airway Trust Fund and to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That none of 
the funds under this heading shall be avail-
able for the planning or execution of pro-
grams the obligations for which are in excess 
of $3,350,000,000 in fiscal year 2016, notwith-
standing section 47117(g) of title 49, United 
States Code: Provided further, That none of 
the funds under this heading shall be avail-

able for the replacement of baggage con-
veyor systems, reconfiguration of terminal 
baggage areas, or other airport improve-
ments that are necessary to install bulk ex-
plosive detection systems: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 47109(a) of 
title 49, United States Code, the Govern-
ment’s share of allowable project costs under 
paragraph (2) for subgrants or paragraph (3) 
of that section shall be 95 percent for a 
project at other than a large or medium hub 
airport that is a successive phase of a multi- 
phased construction project for which the 
project sponsor received a grant in fiscal 
year 2011 for the construction project: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, of funds limited under 
this heading, not more than $107,100,000 shall 
be obligated for administration, not less 
than $15,000,000 shall be available for the Air-
port Cooperative Research Program, not less 
than $31,000,000 shall be available for Airport 
Technology Research, and $5,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be 
available and transferred to ‘‘Office of the 
Secretary, Salaries and Expenses’’ to carry 
out the Small Community Air Service Devel-
opment Program: Provided further, That in 
addition to airports eligible under section 
41743 of title 49, such program may include 
the participation of an airport that serves a 
community or consortium that is not larger 
than a small hub airport, according to FAA 
hub classifications effective at the time the 
Office of the Secretary issues a request for 
proposals. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 110. None of the funds in this Act may 
be used to compensate in excess of 600 tech-
nical staff-years under the federally funded 
research and development center contract 
between the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and the Center for Advanced Aviation 
Systems Development during fiscal year 
2016. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used to pursue or adopt guidelines or reg-
ulations requiring airport sponsors to pro-
vide to the Federal Aviation Administration 
without cost building construction, mainte-
nance, utilities and expenses, or space in air-
port sponsor-owned buildings for services re-
lating to air traffic control, air navigation, 
or weather reporting: Provided, That the pro-
hibition of funds in this section does not 
apply to negotiations between the agency 
and airport sponsors to achieve agreement 
on ‘‘below-market’’ rates for these items or 
to grant assurances that require airport 
sponsors to provide land without cost to the 
FAA for air traffic control facilities. 

SEC. 112. The Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration may reimburse 
amounts made available to satisfy 49 U.S.C. 
41742(a)(1) from fees credited under 49 U.S.C. 
45303 and any amount remaining in such ac-
count at the close of that fiscal year may be 
made available to satisfy section 41742(a)(1) 
for the subsequent fiscal year. 

SEC. 113. Amounts collected under section 
40113(e) of title 49, United States Code, shall 
be credited to the appropriation current at 
the time of collection, to be merged with and 
available for the same purposes of such ap-
propriation. 

SEC. 114. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be available for paying premium pay under 
subsection 5546(a) of title 5, United States 
Code, to any Federal Aviation Administra-
tion employee unless such employee actually 
performed work during the time cor-
responding to such premium pay. 

SEC. 115. None of the funds in this Act may 
be obligated or expended for an employee of 
the Federal Aviation Administration to pur-
chase a store gift card or gift certificate 
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through use of a Government-issued credit 
card. 

SEC. 116. The Secretary shall apportion to 
the sponsor of an airport that received 
scheduled or unscheduled air service from a 
large certified air carrier (as defined in part 
241 of title 14 Code of Federal Regulations, or 
such other regulations as may be issued by 
the Secretary under the authority of section 
41709) an amount equal to the minimum ap-
portionment specified in 49 U.S.C. 47114(c), if 
the Secretary determines that airport had 
more than 10,000 passenger boardings in the 
preceding calendar year, based on data sub-
mitted to the Secretary under part 241 of 
title 14, Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 117. None of the funds in this Act may 
be obligated or expended for retention bo-
nuses for an employee of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration without the prior writ-
ten approval of the Assistant Secretary for 
Administration of the Department of Trans-
portation. 

SEC. 118. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds made available 
under this Act or any prior Act may be used 
to implement or to continue to implement 
any limitation on the ability of any owner or 
operator of a private aircraft to obtain, upon 
a request to the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, a blocking of 
that owner’s or operator’s aircraft registra-
tion number from any display of the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s Aircraft Situa-
tional Display to Industry data that is made 
available to the public, except data made 
available to a Government agency, for the 
noncommercial flights of that owner or oper-
ator. 

SEC. 119. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be available for salaries and expenses of 
more than nine political and Presidential ap-
pointees in the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. 

SEC. 119A. None of the funds made avail-
able under this Act may be used to increase 
fees pursuant to section 44721 of title 49, 
United States Code, until the FAA provides 
to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations a report that justifies all fees 
related to aeronautical navigation products 
and explains how such fees are consistent 
with Executive Order 13642. 

SEC. 119B. None of the funds in this Act 
may be used to close a regional operations 
center of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion or reduce its services unless the Admin-
istrator notifies the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations not less than 90 
full business days in advance. 

SEC. 119C. None of the funds appropriated 
or limited by this Act may be used to change 
weight restrictions or prior permission rules 
at Teterboro airport in Teterboro, New Jer-
sey. 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Not to exceed $425,752,000, together with 
advances and reimbursements received by 
the Federal Highway Administration, shall 
be obligated for necessary expenses for ad-
ministration and operation of the Federal 
Highway Administration. In addition, not to 
exceed $3,248,000 shall be transferred to the 
Appalachian Regional Commission in accord-
ance with section 104 of title 23, United 
States Code. 

FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

Funds available for the implementation or 
execution of Federal-aid highway and high-
way safety construction programs author-

ized under titles 23 and 49, United States 
Code, and the provisions of the Fixing Amer-
ica’s Surface Transportation Act shall not 
exceed total obligations of $42,361,000,000 for 
fiscal year 2016: Provided, That the Secretary 
may collect and spend fees, as authorized by 
title 23, United States Code, to cover the 
costs of services of expert firms, including 
counsel, in the field of municipal and project 
finance to assist in the underwriting and 
servicing of Federal credit instruments and 
all or a portion of the costs to the Federal 
Government of servicing such credit instru-
ments: Provided further, That such fees are 
available until expended to pay for such 
costs: Provided further, That such amounts 
are in addition to administrative expenses 
that are also available for such purpose, and 
are not subject to any obligation limitation 
or the limitation on administrative expenses 
under section 608 of title 23, United States 
Code. 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For the payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out Federal-aid highway and high-
way safety construction programs author-
ized under title 23, United States Code, 
$43,100,000,000 derived from the Highway 
Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Ac-
count), to remain available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 120. (a) For fiscal year 2016, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall— 

(1) not distribute from the obligation limi-
tation for Federal-aid highways— 

(A) amounts authorized for administrative 
expenses and programs by section 104(a) of 
title 23, United States Code; and 

(B) amounts authorized for the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics; 

(2) not distribute an amount from the obli-
gation limitation for Federal-aid highways 
that is equal to the unobligated balance of 
amounts— 

(A) made available from the Highway 
Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Ac-
count) for Federal-aid highway and highway 
safety construction programs for previous 
fiscal years the funds for which are allocated 
by the Secretary (or apportioned by the Sec-
retary under sections 202 or 204 of title 23, 
United States Code); and 

(B) for which obligation limitation was 
provided in a previous fiscal year; 

(3) determine the proportion that— 
(A) the obligation limitation for Federal- 

aid highways, less the aggregate of amounts 
not distributed under paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of this subsection; bears to 

(B) the total of the sums authorized to be 
appropriated for the Federal-aid highway 
and highway safety construction programs 
(other than sums authorized to be appro-
priated for provisions of law described in 
paragraphs (1) through (11) of subsection (b) 
and sums authorized to be appropriated for 
section 119 of title 23, United States Code, 
equal to the amount referred to in sub-
section (b)(12) for such fiscal year), less the 
aggregate of the amounts not distributed 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this sub-
section; 

(4) distribute the obligation limitation for 
Federal-aid highways, less the aggregate 
amounts not distributed under paragraphs 
(1) and (2), for each of the programs (other 
than programs to which paragraph (1) ap-
plies) that are allocated by the Secretary 
under the Fixing America’s Surface Trans-
portation Act and title 23, United States 
Code, or apportioned by the Secretary under 
sections 202 or 204 of that title, by multi-
plying— 

(A) the proportion determined under para-
graph (3); by 

(B) the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for each such program for such fiscal 
year; and 

(5) distribute the obligation limitation for 
Federal-aid highways, less the aggregate 
amounts not distributed under paragraphs 
(1) and (2) and the amounts distributed under 
paragraph (4), for Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs that 
are apportioned by the Secretary under title 
23, United States Code (other than the 
amounts apportioned for the National High-
way Performance Program in section 119 of 
title 23, United States Code, that are exempt 
from the limitation under subsection (b)(12) 
and the amounts apportioned under sections 
202 and 204 of that title) in the proportion 
that— 

(A) amounts authorized to be appropriated 
for the programs that are apportioned under 
title 23, United States Code, to each State 
for such fiscal year; bears to 

(B) the total of the amounts authorized to 
be appropriated for the programs that are 
apportioned under title 23, United States 
Code, to all States for such fiscal year. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS FROM OBLIGATION LIMITA-
TION.—The obligation limitation for Federal- 
aid highways shall not apply to obligations 
under or for— 

(1) section 125 of title 23, United States 
Code; 

(2) section 147 of the Surface Transpor-
tation Assistance Act of 1978 (23 U.S.C. 144 
note; 92 Stat. 2714); 

(3) section 9 of the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act of 1981 (95 Stat. 1701); 

(4) subsections (b) and (j) of section 131 of 
the Surface Transportation Assistance Act 
of 1982 (96 Stat. 2119); 

(5) subsections (b) and (c) of section 149 of 
the Surface Transportation and Uniform Re-
location Assistance Act of 1987 (101 Stat. 198); 

(6) sections 1103 through 1108 of the Inter-
modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991 (105 Stat. 2027); 

(7) section 157 of title 23, United States 
Code (as in effect on June 8, 1998); 

(8) section 105 of title 23, United States 
Code (as in effect for fiscal years 1998 
through 2004, but only in an amount equal to 
$639,000,000 for each of those fiscal years); 

(9) Federal-aid highway programs for 
which obligation authority was made avail-
able under the Transportation Equity Act 
for the 21st Century (112 Stat. 107) or subse-
quent Acts for multiple years or to remain 
available until expended, but only to the ex-
tent that the obligation authority has not 
lapsed or been used; 

(10) section 105 of title 23, United States 
Code (as in effect for fiscal years 2005 
through 2012, but only in an amount equal to 
$639,000,000 for each of those fiscal years); 

(11) section 1603 of SAFETEA–LU (23 U.S.C. 
118 note; 119 Stat. 1248), to the extent that 
funds obligated in accordance with that sec-
tion were not subject to a limitation on obli-
gations at the time at which the funds were 
initially made available for obligation; and 

(12) section 119 of title 23, United States 
Code (but, for each of fiscal years 2013 
through 2016, only in an amount equal to 
$639,000,000). 

(c) REDISTRIBUTION OF UNUSED OBLIGATION 
AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding subsection (a), 
the Secretary shall, after August 1 of such 
fiscal year— 

(1) revise a distribution of the obligation 
limitation made available under subsection 
(a) if an amount distributed cannot be obli-
gated during that fiscal year; and 

(2) redistribute sufficient amounts to those 
States able to obligate amounts in addition 
to those previously distributed during that 
fiscal year, giving priority to those States 
having large unobligated balances of funds 
apportioned under sections 144 (as in effect 
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on the day before the date of enactment of 
Public Law 112–141) and 104 of title 23, United 
States Code. 

(d) APPLICABILITY OF OBLIGATION LIMITA-
TIONS TO TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH PRO-
GRAMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the obligation limitation for 
Federal-aid highways shall apply to contract 
authority for transportation research pro-
grams carried out under— 

(A) chapter 5 of title 23, United States 
Code; and 

(B) title VI of the Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Obligation authority made 
available under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) remain available for a period of 4 fiscal 
years; and 

(B) be in addition to the amount of any 
limitation imposed on obligations for Fed-
eral-aid highway and highway safety con-
struction programs for future fiscal years. 

(e) REDISTRIBUTION OF CERTAIN AUTHORIZED 
FUNDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of distribution of obligation 
limitation under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall distribute to the States any 
funds (excluding funds authorized for the 
program under section 202 of title 23, United 
States Code) that— 

(A) are authorized to be appropriated for 
such fiscal year for Federal-aid highway pro-
grams; and 

(B) the Secretary determines will not be 
allocated to the States (or will not be appor-
tioned to the States under section 204 of title 
23, United States Code), and will not be 
available for obligation, for such fiscal year 
because of the imposition of any obligation 
limitation for such fiscal year. 

(2) RATIO.—Funds shall be distributed 
under paragraph (1) in the same proportion 
as the distribution of obligation authority 
under subsection (a)(5). 

(3) AVAILABILITY.—Funds distributed to 
each State under paragraph (1) shall be 
available for any purpose described in sec-
tion 133(b) of title 23, United States Code. 

SEC. 121. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, 
funds received by the Bureau of Transpor-
tation Statistics from the sale of data prod-
ucts, for necessary expenses incurred pursu-
ant to chapter 63 of title 49, United States 
Code, may be credited to the Federal-aid 
highways account for the purpose of reim-
bursing the Bureau for such expenses: Pro-
vided, That such funds shall be subject to the 
obligation limitation for Federal-aid high-
way and highway safety construction pro-
grams. 

SEC. 122. Not less than 15 days prior to 
waiving, under his or her statutory author-
ity, any Buy America requirement for Fed-
eral-aid highways projects, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall make an informal pub-
lic notice and comment opportunity on the 
intent to issue such waiver and the reasons 
therefor: Provided, That the Secretary shall 
provide an annual report to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations on 
any waivers granted under the Buy America 
requirements. 

SEC. 123. None of the funds in this Act to 
the Department of Transportation may be 
used to provide credit assistance unless not 
less than 3 days before any application ap-
proval to provide credit assistance under sec-
tions 603 and 604 of title 23, United States 
Code, the Secretary of Transportation pro-
vides notification in writing to the following 
committees: the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations; the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works and the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate; and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 

House of Representatives: Provided, That 
such notification shall include, but not be 
limited to, the name of the project sponsor; 
a description of the project; whether credit 
assistance will be provided as a direct loan, 
loan guarantee, or line of credit; and the 
amount of credit assistance. 

SEC. 124. Section 127 of title 23, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in each of subsections (a)(11)(A) and (B) 
by striking ‘‘through December 31, 2031’’, and 

(2) by inserting at the end the following: 
‘‘(t) VEHICLES IN IDAHO.—A vehicle limited 

or prohibited under this section from oper-
ating on a segment of the Interstate System 
in the State of Idaho may operate on such a 
segment if such vehicle– 

‘‘(1) has a gross vehicle weight of 129,000 
pounds or less; 

‘‘(2) other than gross vehicle weight, com-
plies with the single axle, tandem axle, and 
bridge formula limits set forth in subsection 
(a); and 

‘‘(3) is authorized to operate on such seg-
ment under Idaho State law.’’. 

SEC. 125. (a) A State or territory, as defined 
in section 165 of title 23, United States Code, 
may use for any project eligible under sec-
tion 133(b) of title 23 or section 165 of title 23 
and located within the boundary of the State 
or territory any earmarked amount, and any 
associated obligation limitation, provided 
that the Department of Transportation for 
the State or territory for which the ear-
marked amount was originally designated or 
directed notifies the Secretary of Transpor-
tation of its intent to use its authority under 
this section and submits a quarterly report 
to the Secretary identifying the projects to 
which the funding would be applied. Not-
withstanding the original period of avail-
ability of funds to be obligated under this 
section, such funds and associated obligation 
limitation shall remain available for obliga-
tion for a period of 3 fiscal years after the 
fiscal year in which the Secretary of Trans-
portation is notified. The Federal share of 
the cost of a project carried out with funds 
made available under this section shall be 
the same as associated with the earmark. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘earmarked 
amount’’ means— 

(1) congressionally directed spending, as 
defined in rule XLIV of the Standing Rules 
of the Senate, identified in a prior law, re-
port, or joint explanatory statement, which 
was authorized to be appropriated or appro-
priated more than 10 fiscal years prior to the 
fiscal year in which this Act becomes effec-
tive, and administered by the Federal High-
way Administration; or 

(2) a congressional earmark, as defined in 
rule XXI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives identified in a prior law, report, 
or joint explanatory statement, which was 
authorized to be appropriated or appro-
priated more than 10 fiscal years prior to the 
fiscal year in which this Act becomes effec-
tive, and administered by the Federal High-
way Administration. 

(c) The authority under subsection (a) may 
be exercised only for those projects or activi-
ties that have obligated less than 10 percent 
of the amount made available for obligation 
as of the effective date of this Act, and shall 
be applied to projects within the same gen-
eral geographic area within 50 miles for 
which the funding was designated, except 
that a State or territory may apply such au-
thority to unexpended balances of funds from 
projects or activities the State or territory 
certifies have been closed and for which pay-
ments have been made under a final voucher. 

(d) The Secretary shall submit consoli-
dated reports of the information provided by 
the States and territories each quarter to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations. 

SEC. 126. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the amount that the Secretary 
sets aside for fiscal year 2016 under section 
130(e)(1) of title 23, United States Code, for 
the elimination of hazards and the installa-
tion of protective devices at railway-high-
way crossings shall be $350,000,000. 

FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY OPERATIONS AND 
PROGRAMS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
For payment of obligations incurred in the 

implementation, execution and administra-
tion of motor carrier safety operations and 
programs pursuant to section 31110(a)–(c) of 
title 49, United States Code, and section 4134 
of Public Law 109–59, as amended by Public 
Law 112–141, as amended by the Fixing Amer-
ica’s Surface Transportation Act, 
$267,400,000, to be derived from the Highway 
Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Ac-
count), together with advances and reim-
bursements received by the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration, the sum of 
which shall remain available until expended: 
Provided, That funds available for implemen-
tation, execution or administration of motor 
carrier safety operations and programs au-
thorized under title 49, United States Code, 
shall not exceed total obligations of 
$267,400,000 for ‘‘Motor Carrier Safety Oper-
ations and Programs’’ for fiscal year 2016, of 
which $9,000,000, to remain available for obli-
gation until September 30, 2018, is for the re-
search and technology program, and of which 
$34,545,000, to remain available for obligation 
until September 30, 2018, is for information 
management: Provided further, That $1,000,000 
shall be made available for commercial 
motor vehicle operator grants to carry out 
section 4134 of Public Law 109–59, as amended 
by Public Law 112–141, as amended by the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act. 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY GRANTS 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out sections 31102, 31104(a), 31106, 
31107, 31109, 31309, 31313 of title 49, United 
States Code, and sections 4126 and 4128 of 
Public Law 109–59, as amended by Public Law 
112–141, as amended by the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act, $313,000,000, to 
be derived from the Highway Trust Fund 
(other than the Mass Transit Account) and 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That funds available for the implementation 
or execution of motor carrier safety pro-
grams shall not exceed total obligations of 
$313,000,000 in fiscal year 2016 for ‘‘Motor Car-
rier Safety Grants’’; of which $218,000,000 
shall be available for the motor carrier safe-
ty assistance program, $30,000,000 shall be 
available for commercial driver’s license pro-
gram improvement grants, $32,000,000 shall 
be available for border enforcement grants, 
$5,000,000 shall be available for performance 
and registration information system man-
agement grants, $25,000,000 shall be available 
for the commercial vehicle information sys-
tems and networks deployment program, and 
$3,000,000 shall be available for safety data 
improvement grants: Provided further, That, 
of the funds made available herein for the 
motor carrier safety assistance program, 
$32,000,000 shall be available for audits of new 
entrant motor carriers. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL MOTOR 

CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
SEC. 130. (a) Funds appropriated or limited 

in this Act shall be subject to the terms and 
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conditions stipulated in section 350 of Public 
Law 107–87 and section 6901 of Public Law 
110–28. 

(b) Section 350(d) of the Department of 
Transportation and Related Agencies Appro-
priation Act, 2002 (Public Law 107–87) is here-
by repealed. 

SEC. 131. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration shall send notice of 49 CFR 
section 385.308 violations by certified mail, 
registered mail, or another manner of deliv-
ery, which records the receipt of the notice 
by the persons responsible for the violations. 

SEC. 132. None of the funds limited or oth-
erwise made available under this Act, or any 
other Act, hereafter, shall be used by the 
Secretary to enforce any regulation prohib-
iting a State from issuing a commercial 
learner’s permit to individuals under the age 
of eighteen if the State had a law author-
izing the issuance of commercial learner’s 
permits to individuals under eighteen years 
of age as of May 9, 2011. 

SEC. 133. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act or any 
other Act may be used to implement, admin-
ister, or enforce sections 395.3(c) and 395.3(d) 
of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, and 
such section shall have no force or effect on 
submission of the final report issued by the 
Secretary, as required by section 133 of divi-
sion K of Public Law 113–235, unless the Sec-
retary and the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Transportation each review and 
determine that the final report— 

(1) meets the statutory requirements set 
forth in such section; and 

(2) establishes that commercial motor ve-
hicle drivers who operated under the restart 
provisions in effect between July 1, 2013, and 
the day before the date of enactment of such 
Public Law demonstrated statistically sig-
nificant improvement in all outcomes re-
lated to safety, operator fatigue, driver 
health and longevity, and work schedules, in 
comparison to commercial motor vehicle 
drivers who operated under the restart provi-
sions in effect on June 30, 2013. 

SEC. 134. None of the funds limited or oth-
erwise made available under the heading 
‘‘Motor Carrier Safety Operations and Pro-
grams’’ may be used to deny an application 
to renew a Hazardous Materials Safety Pro-
gram permit for a motor carrier based on 
that carrier’s Hazardous Materials Out-of- 
Service rate, unless the carrier has the op-
portunity to submit a written description of 
corrective actions taken, and other docu-
mentation the carrier wishes the Secretary 
to consider, including submitting a correc-
tive action plan, and the Secretary deter-
mines the actions or plan is insufficient to 
address the safety concerns that resulted in 
that Hazardous Materials Out-of-Service 
rate. 

SEC. 135. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or previous appropriations Acts 
under the heading ‘‘Motor Carrier Safety Op-
erations and Programs’’ shall be used to pay 
for costs associated with design, develop-
ment, testing, or implementation of a wire-
less roadside inspection program until 180 
days after the Secretary of Transportation 
certifies to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations that such program 
does not conflict with existing non-Federal 
electronic screening systems, create capa-
bilities already available, or require addi-
tional statutory authority to incorporate 
generated inspection data into safety deter-
minations or databases, and has restrictions 
to specifically address privacy concerns of 
affected motor carriers and operators: Pro-
vided, That nothing in this section shall be 
construed as affecting the Department’s on-
going research efforts in this area. 

SEC. 136. Section 13506(a) of title 49, United 
States Code, is amended: 

(1) in subsection (14) by striking ‘‘or’’; 
(2) in subsection (15) by striking ‘‘.’’ and in-

serting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(3) by inserting at the end, ‘‘(16) the trans-

portation of passengers by 9 to 15 passenger 
motor vehicles operated by youth or family 
camps that provide recreational or edu-
cational activities.’’. 

SEC. 137. (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 
31112(c)(5) of title 49, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Nebraska may’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Nebraska and Kansas may’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘the State of Nebraska’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the relevant state’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AND TECHNICAL AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 31112(c) of such title is 
amended— 

(1) by striking the subsection designation 
and heading and inserting the following: 

‘‘(c) SPECIAL RULES FOR WYOMING, OHIO, 
ALASKA, IOWA, NEBRASKA, AND KANSAS.—’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘; and’’ at the end of para-
graph (3) and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by striking the period at the end of 
paragraph (4) and inserting ‘‘; and’’. 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 

For expenses necessary to discharge the 
functions of the Secretary, with respect to 
traffic and highway safety authorized under 
chapter 301 and part C of subtitle VI of title 
49, United States Code, $152,800,000, of which 
$20,000,000 shall remain available through 
September 30, 2017. 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 403, 
and chapter 303 of title 49, United States 
Code, $142,900,000, to be derived from the 
Highway Trust Fund (other than the Mass 
Transit Account) and to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That none of the 
funds in this Act shall be available for the 
planning or execution of programs the total 
obligations for which, in fiscal year 2016, are 
in excess of $142,900,000, of which $137,800,000 
shall be for programs authorized under 23 
U.S.C. 403 and $5,100,000 shall be for the Na-
tional Driver Register authorized under 
chapter 303 of title 49, United States Code: 
Provided further, That within the $142,900,000 
obligation limitation for operations and re-
search, $20,000,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2017, and shall be in addi-
tion to the amount of any limitation im-
posed on obligations for future years. 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out provisions of 23 U.S.C. 402, 404, 
and 405, and section 4001(a)(6) of the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation Act, to re-
main available until expended, $573,332,000, 
to be derived from the Highway Trust Fund 
(other than the Mass Transit Account): Pro-
vided, That none of the funds in this Act 
shall be available for the planning or execu-
tion of programs the total obligations for 
which, in fiscal year 2016, are in excess of 
$573,332,000 for programs authorized under 23 
U.S.C. 402, 404, and 405, and section 4001(a)(6) 
of the Fixing America’s Surface Transpor-
tation Act, of which $243,500,000 shall be for 
‘‘Highway Safety Programs’’ under 23 U.S.C. 
402; $274,700,000 shall be for ‘‘National Pri-
ority Safety Programs’’ under 23 U.S.C. 405; 
$29,300,000 shall be for ‘‘High Visibility En-

forcement Program’’ under 23 U.S.C. 404; 
$25,832,000 shall be for ‘‘Administrative Ex-
penses’’ under section 4001(a)(6) of the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation Act: Pro-
vided further, That none of these funds shall 
be used for construction, rehabilitation, or 
remodeling costs, or for office furnishings 
and fixtures for State, local or private build-
ings or structures: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $500,000 of the funds made available 
for ‘‘National Priority Safety Programs’’ 
under 23 U.S.C. 405 for ‘‘Impaired Driving 
Countermeasures’’ (as described in sub-
section (d) of that section) shall be available 
for technical assistance to the States: Pro-
vided further, That with respect to the 
‘‘Transfers’’ provision under 23 U.S.C. 
405(a)(1)(G), any amounts transferred to in-
crease the amounts made available under 
section 402 shall include the obligation au-
thority for such amounts: Provided further, 
That the Administrator shall notify the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions of any exercise of the authority grant-
ed under the previous proviso or under 23 
U.S.C. 405(a)(1)(G) within five days. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—NATIONAL 
HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
SEC. 140. An additional $130,000 shall be 

made available to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, out of the 
amount limited for section 402 of title 23, 
United States Code, to pay for travel and re-
lated expenses for State management re-
views and to pay for core competency devel-
opment training and related expenses for 
highway safety staff. 

SEC. 141. The limitations on obligations for 
the programs of the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration set in this Act 
shall not apply to obligations for which obli-
gation authority was made available in pre-
vious public laws but only to the extent that 
the obligation authority has not lapsed or 
been used. 

SEC. 142. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to obligate or award 
funds for the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration’s National Roadside Sur-
vey. 

SEC. 143. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to mandate global 
positioning system (GPS) tracking in private 
passenger motor vehicles without providing 
full and appropriate consideration of privacy 
concerns under 5 U.S.C. chapter 5, sub-
chapter II. 

FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
SAFETY AND OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Rail-
road Administration, not otherwise provided 
for, $199,000,000, of which $15,900,000 shall re-
main available until expended. 

RAILROAD RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
For necessary expenses for railroad re-

search and development, $39,100,000, to re-
main available until expended. 
RAILROAD REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT 

FINANCING PROGRAM 
The Secretary of Transportation is author-

ized to issue direct loans and loan guaran-
tees pursuant to sections 501 through 504 of 
the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory 
Reform Act of 1976 (Public Law 94–210), as 
amended, such authority to exist as long as 
any such direct loan or loan guarantee is 
outstanding. Provided, That pursuant to sec-
tion 502 of such Act, as amended, no new di-
rect loans or loan guarantee commitments 
shall be made using Federal funds for the 
credit risk premium during fiscal year 2016. 

RAILROAD SAFETY GRANTS 
For necessary expenses related to railroad 

safety grants, $50,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, of which not to exceed 
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$25,000,000 shall be available to carry out 49 
U.S.C. 20167, as in effect the day before the 
enactment of the Passenger Rail Reform and 
Investment Act of 2015 (division A, title XI of 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act); and not to exceed $25,000,000 shall be 
made available to carry out 49 U.S.C. 20158. 

OPERATING GRANTS TO THE NATIONAL 
RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

To enable the Secretary of Transportation 
to make quarterly grants to the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation, in amounts 
based on the Secretary’s assessment of the 
Corporation’s seasonal cash flow require-
ments, for the operation of intercity pas-
senger rail, as authorized by section 101 of 
the Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act of 2008 (division B of Public Law 
110–432), as in effect the day before the enact-
ment of the Passenger Rail Reform and In-
vestment Act of 2015 (division A, title XI of 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act), $288,500,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the amounts avail-
able under this paragraph shall be available 
for the Secretary to approve funding to cover 
operating losses for the Corporation only 
after receiving and reviewing a grant request 
for each specific train route: Provided further, 
That each such grant request shall be accom-
panied by a detailed financial analysis, rev-
enue projection, and capital expenditure pro-
jection justifying the Federal support to the 
Secretary’s satisfaction: Provided further, 
That not later than 60 days after enactment 
of this Act, the Corporation shall transmit, 
in electronic format, to the Secretary and 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations the annual budget, business plan, 
the 5-Year Financial Plan for fiscal year 2016 
required under section 204 of the Passenger 
Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008 and the comprehensive fleet plan for all 
Amtrak rolling stock: Provided further, That 
the budget, business plan and the 5-Year Fi-
nancial Plan shall include annual informa-
tion on the maintenance, refurbishment, re-
placement, and expansion for all Amtrak 
rolling stock consistent with the comprehen-
sive fleet plan: Provided further, That the 
Corporation shall provide monthly perform-
ance reports in an electronic format which 
shall describe the work completed to date, 
any changes to the business plan, and the 
reasons for such changes as well as progress 
against the milestones and target dates of 
the 2012 performance improvement plan: Pro-
vided further, That the Corporation’s budget, 
business plan, 5-Year Financial Plan, semi-
annual reports, monthly reports, comprehen-
sive fleet plan and all supplemental reports 
or plans comply with requirements in Public 
Law 112–55: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided in this Act may be used to 
support any route on which Amtrak offers a 
discounted fare of more than 50 percent off 
the normal peak fare: Provided further, That 
the preceding proviso does not apply to 
routes where the operating loss as a result of 
the discount is covered by a State and the 
State participates in the setting of fares. 

CAPITAL AND DEBT SERVICE GRANTS TO THE 
NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 
To enable the Secretary of Transportation 

to make grants to the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation for capital invest-
ments as authorized by sections 101(c), 102, 
and 219(b) of the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008 (division B of 
Public Law 110–432), as in effect the day be-
fore the enactment of the Passenger Rail Re-
form and Investment Act of 2015 (division A, 
title XI of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act), $1,101,500,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which not to ex-
ceed $160,200,000 shall be for debt service obli-
gations as authorized by section 102 of such 

Act: Provided, That of the amounts made 
available under this heading, not less than 
$50,000,000 shall be made available to bring 
Amtrak-served facilities and stations into 
compliance with the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act: Provided further, That after an ini-
tial distribution of up to $200,000,000, which 
shall be used by the Corporation as a work-
ing capital account, all remaining funds 
shall be provided to the Corporation only on 
a reimbursable basis: Provided further, That 
of the amounts made available under this 
heading, up to $50,000,000 may be used by the 
Secretary to subsidize operating losses of the 
Corporation should the funds provided under 
the heading ‘‘Operating Grants to the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation’’ be 
insufficient to meet operational costs for fis-
cal year 2016: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may retain up to one-half of 1 percent 
of the funds provided under this heading to 
fund the costs of project management and 
oversight of activities authorized by sub-
sections 101(a) and 101(c) of division B of 
Public Law 110–432, of which up to $500,000 
may be available for technical assistance for 
States, the District of Columbia, and other 
public entities responsible for the implemen-
tation of section 209 of division B of Public 
Law 110–432: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall approve funding for capital ex-
penditures, including advance purchase or-
ders of materials, for the Corporation only 
after receiving and reviewing a grant request 
for each specific capital project justifying 
the Federal support to the Secretary’s satis-
faction: Provided further, That except as oth-
erwise provided herein, none of the funds 
under this heading may be used to subsidize 
operating losses of the Corporation: Provided 
further, That none of the funds under this 
heading may be used for capital projects not 
approved by the Secretary of Transportation 
or on the Corporation’s fiscal year 2016 busi-
ness plan: Provided further, That in addition 
to the project management oversight funds 
authorized under section 101(d) of division B 
of Public Law 110–432, the Secretary may re-
tain up to an additional $3,000,000 of the 
funds provided under this heading to fund ex-
penses associated with implementing section 
212 of division B of Public Law 110–432, in-
cluding the amendments made by section 212 
to section 24905 of title 49, United States 
Code: Provided further, That Amtrak shall 
conduct a business case analysis on capital 
investments that exceed $10,000,000 in life- 
cycle costs: Provided further, That each con-
tract for a capital acquisition that exceeds 
$10,000,000 in life-cycle costs shall state that 
funding is subject to the availability of ap-
propriated funds provided by an appropria-
tions Act. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 150. The Secretary of Transportation 

may receive and expend cash, or receive and 
utilize spare parts and similar items, from 
non-United States Government sources to re-
pair damages to or replace United States 
Government owned automated track inspec-
tion cars and equipment as a result of third- 
party liability for such damages, and any 
amounts collected under this section shall be 
credited directly to the Safety and Oper-
ations account of the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration, and shall remain available 
until expended for the repair, operation and 
maintenance of automated track inspection 
cars and equipment in connection with the 
automated track inspection program. 

SEC. 151. None of the funds provided to the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation 
may be used to fund any overtime costs in 
excess of $35,000 for any individual employee: 
Provided, That the President of Amtrak may 

waive the cap set in the previous proviso for 
specific employees when the President of 
Amtrak determines such a cap poses a risk 
to the safety and operational efficiency of 
the system: Provided further, That the Presi-
dent of Amtrak shall report to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations each 
quarter of the calendar year on waivers 
granted to employees and amounts paid 
above the cap for each month within such 
quarter and delineate the reasons each waiv-
er was granted: Provided further, That the 
President of Amtrak shall report to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions by March 1, 2016, a summary of all 
overtime payments incurred by the Corpora-
tion for 2015 and the three prior calendar 
years: Provided further, That such summary 
shall include the total number of employees 
that received waivers and the total overtime 
payments the Corporation paid to those em-
ployees receiving waivers for each month for 
2015 and for the three prior calendar years. 

SEC. 152. Of the unobligated balances of 
funds available to the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration from the ‘‘Railroad Research 
and Development’’ account, $1,960,000 is per-
manently rescinded: Provided, That such 
amounts are made available to enable the 
Secretary of Transportation to assist Class 
II and Class III railroads with eligible 
projects pursuant to sections 501 through 504 
of the Railroad Revitalization and Regu-
latory Reform Act of 1976 (Public Law 94– 
210), as amended: Provided further, That such 
funds shall be available for applicant ex-
penses in preparing to apply and applying for 
direct loans and loan guarantees: Provided 
further, That these funds shall remain avail-
able until expended. 

SEC. 153. Of the unobligated balances of 
funds available to the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration, the following funds are hereby 
rescinded: $5,000,000 of the unobligated bal-
ances of funds made available to fund ex-
penses associated with implementing section 
212 of division B of Public Law 110–432 in the 
Capital and Debt Service Grants to the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation ac-
count of the Consolidated and Further Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2015; and 
$14,163,385 of the unobligated balances of 
funds made available from the following ac-
counts in the specified amounts—‘‘Grants to 
the National Railroad Passenger Corpora-
tion’’, $267,019; ‘‘Next Generation High-Speed 
Rail’’, $4,944,504; ‘‘Rail Line Relocation and 
Improvement Program’’, $2,241,385; and 
‘‘Safety and Operations’’, $6,710,477: Provided, 
That such amounts are made available to en-
able the Secretary of Transportation to 
make grants to the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation as authorized by section 
101(c) of the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008 (division B of Pub-
lic Law 110–432) for state-of-good-repair 
backlog and infrastructure improvements on 
Northeast Corridor shared-use infrastructure 
identified in the Northeast Corridor Infra-
structure and Operations Advisory Commis-
sion’s approved 5-year capital plan: Provided 
further, That these funds shall remain avail-
able until expended and shall be available for 
grants in an amount not to exceed 50 percent 
of the total project cost, with the required 
matching funds to be provided consistent 
with the Commission’s cost allocation pol-
icy. 

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

For necessary administrative expenses of 
the Federal Transit Administration’s pro-
grams authorized by chapter 53 of title 49, 
United States Code, $108,000,000, of which not 
more than $6,500,000 shall be available to 
carry out the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5329 and 
not less than $1,000,000 shall be available to 
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carry out the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5326: 
Provided, That none of the funds provided or 
limited in this Act may be used to create a 
permanent office of transit security under 
this heading: Provided further, That upon 
submission to the Congress of the fiscal year 
2017 President’s budget, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall transmit to Congress 
the annual report on New Starts, including 
proposed allocations for fiscal year 2017. 

TRANSIT FORMULA GRANTS 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in the 
Federal Public Transportation Assistance 
Program in this account, and for payment of 
obligations incurred in carrying out the pro-
visions of 49 U.S.C. 5305, 5307, 5310, 5311, 5312, 
5314, 5318, 5329(e)(6), 5335, 5337, 5339, and 5340, 
as amended by the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act, and section 20005(b) of 
Public Law 112–141, and section 3006(b) of the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act, $10,400,000,000, to be derived from the 
Mass Transit Account of the Highway Trust 
Fund and to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That funds available for 
the implementation or execution of pro-
grams authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5305, 5307, 
5310, 5311, 5312, 5314, 5318, 5329(e)(6), 5335, 5337, 
5339, and 5340, as amended by the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation Act, and 
section 20005(b) of Public Law 112–141, and 
section 3006(b) of the Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act, shall not exceed 
total obligations of $9,347,604,639 in fiscal 
year 2016. 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT GRANTS 
For necessary expenses to carry out 49 

U.S.C. 5309, $2,177,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

GRANTS TO THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

For grants to the Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority as authorized 
under section 601 of division B of Public Law 
110–432, $150,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Transportation shall approve grants for cap-
ital and preventive maintenance expendi-
tures for the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority only after receiving and 
reviewing a request for each specific project: 
Provided further, That prior to approving 
such grants, the Secretary shall certify that 
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority is making progress to improve its 
safety management system in response to 
the Federal Transit Administration’s 2015 
safety management inspection: Provided fur-
ther, That prior to approving such grants, 
the Secretary shall certify that the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
is making progress toward full implementa-
tion of the corrective actions identified in 
the 2014 Financial Management Oversight 
Review Report: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall determine that the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
has placed the highest priority on those in-
vestments that will improve the safety of 
the system before approving such grants: 
Provided further, That the Secretary, in order 
to ensure safety throughout the rail system, 
may waive the requirements of section 
601(e)(1) of title VI of Public Law 110–432 (112 
Stat. 4968). 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

SEC. 160. The limitations on obligations for 
the programs of the Federal Transit Admin-
istration shall not apply to any authority 
under 49 U.S.C. 5338, previously made avail-

able for obligation, or to any other authority 
previously made available for obligation. 

SEC. 161. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds appropriated or limited by 
this Act under the heading ‘‘Fixed Guideway 
Capital Investment’’ of the Federal Transit 
Administration for projects specified in this 
Act or identified in reports accompanying 
this Act not obligated by September 30, 2020, 
and other recoveries, shall be directed to 
projects eligible to use the funds for the pur-
poses for which they were originally pro-
vided. 

SEC. 162. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds appropriated before 
October 1, 2015, under any section of chapter 
53 of title 49, United States Code, that re-
main available for expenditure, may be 
transferred to and administered under the 
most recent appropriation heading for any 
such section. 

SEC. 163. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds made available 
in this Act shall be used to enter into a full 
funding grant agreement for a project with a 
New Starts share greater than 60 percent. 

SEC. 164. (a) LOSS OF ELIGIBILITY.—Except 
as provided in subsection (b), none of the 
funds in this or any other Act may be avail-
able to advance in any way a new light or 
heavy rail project towards a full funding 
grant agreement as defined by 49 U.S.C. 5309 
for the Metropolitan Transit Authority of 
Harris County, Texas if the proposed capital 
project is constructed on or planned to be 
constructed on Richmond Avenue west of 
South Shepherd Drive or on Post Oak Boule-
vard north of Richmond Avenue in Houston, 
Texas. 

(b) EXCEPTION FOR A NEW ELECTION.—The 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 
County, Texas, may attempt to construct or 
construct a new fixed guideway capital 
project, including light rail, in the locations 
referred to in subsection (a) if— 

(1) voters in the jurisdiction that includes 
such locations approve a ballot proposition 
that specifies routes on Richmond Avenue 
west of South Shepherd Drive or on Post Oak 
Boulevard north of Richmond Avenue in 
Houston, Texas; and 

(2) the proposed construction of such 
routes is part of a comprehensive, multi- 
modal, service-area wide transportation plan 
that includes multiple additional segments 
of fixed guideway capital projects, including 
light rail for the jurisdiction set forth in the 
ballot proposition. The ballot language shall 
include reasonable cost estimates, sources of 
revenue to be used and the total amount of 
bonded indebtedness to be incurred as well as 
a description of each route and the beginning 
and end point of each proposed transit 
project. 

SEC. 165. Of the unobligated amounts made 
available for fiscal year 2012 or prior fiscal 
years to carry out the discretionary bus and 
bus facilities and new fixed guideway capital 
projects programs under 49 U.S.C. 5309 and 
the discretionary job access and reverse com-
mute program under section 3037 of the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Cen-
tury, $25,397,797 is hereby rescinded. 

SEC. 166. Until September 15, 2016, the Sec-
retary may not enforce regulations related 
to charter bus service under part 604 of title 
49, Code of Federal Regulations, for any 
transit agency that, during fiscal year 2008 
was both initially granted a 60-day period to 
come into compliance with part 604, and then 
was subsequently granted an exception from 
said part: Provided, That notwithstanding 49 
U.S.C. 5323(t), such transit agency may re-
ceive its allocation of urbanized area for-
mula funds apportioned in accordance with 
49 U.S.C. 5336. 

SAINT LAWRENCE SEAWAY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

The Saint Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation is hereby authorized to make 
such expenditures, within the limits of funds 
and borrowing authority available to the 
Corporation, and in accord with law, and to 
make such contracts and commitments with-
out regard to fiscal year limitations as pro-
vided by section 104 of the Government Cor-
poration Control Act, as amended, as may be 
necessary in carrying out the programs set 
forth in the Corporation’s budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year. 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

(HARBOR MAINTENANCE TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses to conduct the op-
erations, maintenance, and capital asset re-
newal activities of those portions of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway owned, operated, and 
maintained by the Saint Lawrence Seaway 
Development Corporation, $28,400,000, to be 
derived from the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund, pursuant to Public Law 99–662. 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 

MARITIME SECURITY PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to maintain and 
preserve a U.S.-flag merchant fleet to serve 
the national security needs of the United 
States, $210,000,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

OPERATIONS AND TRAINING 

For necessary expenses of operations and 
training activities authorized by law, 
$171,155,000, of which $22,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for maintenance 
and repair of training ships at State Mari-
time Academies, and of which $5,000,000 shall 
remain available until expended for National 
Security Multi-Mission Vessel design for 
State Maritime Academies and National Se-
curity, and of which $2,400,000 shall remain 
available through September 30, 2017, for the 
Student Incentive Program at State Mari-
time Academies, and of which $1,200,000 shall 
remain available until expended for training 
ship fuel assistance payments, and of which 
$18,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for facilities maintenance and repair, 
equipment, and capital improvements at the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy, 
and of which $3,000,000 shall remain available 
through September 30, 2017, for Maritime En-
vironment and Technology Assistance 
grants, contracts, and cooperative agree-
ment, and of which $5,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for the Short Sea 
Transportation Program (America’s Marine 
Highways) to make grants for the purposes 
provided in title 46 sections 55601(b)(1) and 
55601(b)(3): Provided, That amounts appor-
tioned for the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy shall be available only upon 
allotments made personally by the Secretary 
of Transportation or the Assistant Secretary 
for Budget and Programs: Provided further, 
That the Superintendent, Deputy Super-
intendent and the Director of the Office of 
Resource Management of the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy may not be allot-
ment holders for the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy, and the Administrator of 
the Maritime Administration shall hold all 
allotments made by the Secretary of Trans-
portation or the Assistant Secretary for 
Budget and Programs under the previous 
proviso: Provided further, That 50 percent of 
the funding made available for the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy under this 
heading shall be available only after the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Super-
intendent and the Maritime Administrator, 
completes a plan detailing by program or ac-
tivity how such funding will be expended at 
the Academy, and this plan is submitted to 
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the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations: Provided further, That not later 
than January 12, 2016, the Administrator of 
the Maritime Administration shall transmit 
to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations the annual report on sexual as-
sault and sexual harassment at the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy as re-
quired pursuant to section 3507 of Public Law 
110–417. 

ASSISTANCE TO SMALL SHIPYARDS 

To make grants to qualified shipyards as 
authorized under section 54101 of title 46, 
United States Code, as amended by Public 
Law 113–281, $5,000,000 to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That the Secretary 
shall issue the Notice of Funding Avail-
ability no later than 15 days after enactment 
of this Act: Provided further, That from appli-
cations submitted under the previous pro-
viso, the Secretary of Transportation shall 
make grants no later than 120 days after en-
actment of this Act in such amounts as the 
Secretary determines: Provided further, That 
not to exceed 2 percent of the funds appro-
priated under this heading shall be available 
for necessary costs of grant administration. 

SHIP DISPOSAL 

For necessary expenses related to the dis-
posal of obsolete vessels in the National De-
fense Reserve Fleet of the Maritime Admin-
istration, $5,000,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

MARITIME GUARANTEED LOAN (TITLE XI) 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of guaranteed loans, as au-
thorized, $8,135,000, of which $5,000,000 shall 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That such costs, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974, as amended: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $3,135,000 shall be available for ad-
ministrative expenses to carry out the guar-
anteed loan program, which shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriations 
for ‘‘Operations and Training’’, Maritime Ad-
ministration. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 170. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, in addition to any existing 
authority, the Maritime Administration is 
authorized to furnish utilities and services 
and make necessary repairs in connection 
with any lease, contract, or occupancy in-
volving Government property under control 
of the Maritime Administration: Provided, 
That payments received therefor shall be 
credited to the appropriation charged with 
the cost thereof and shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That rental 
payments under any such lease, contract, or 
occupancy for items other than such utili-
ties, services, or repairs shall be covered into 
the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 

SEC. 171. None of the funds available or ap-
propriated in this Act shall be used by the 
United States Department of Transportation 
or the United States Maritime Administra-
tion to negotiate or otherwise execute, enter 
into, facilitate or perform fee-for-service 
contracts for vessel disposal, scrapping or re-
cycling, unless there is no qualified domestic 
ship recycler that will pay any sum of money 
to purchase and scrap or recycle a vessel 
owned, operated or managed by the Maritime 
Administration or that is part of the Na-
tional Defense Reserve Fleet: Provided, That 
such sales offers must be consistent with the 
solicitation and provide that the work will 
be performed in a timely manner at a facil-
ity qualified within the meaning of section 
3502 of Public Law 106–398: Provided further, 

That nothing contained herein shall affect 
the Maritime Administration’s authority to 
award contracts at least cost to the Federal 
Government and consistent with the require-
ments of 54 U.S.C. 308704, section 3502, or oth-
erwise authorized under the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation. 
PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 

ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 

For necessary operational expenses of the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, $21,000,000: Provided, That no 
later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall initiate a rulemaking to expand 
the applicability of comprehensive oil spill 
response plans, and shall issue a final rule no 
later than one year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 
For expenses necessary to discharge the 

hazardous materials safety functions of the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, $55,619,000, of which $7,570,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2018: Provided, That up to $800,000 in fees col-
lected under 49 U.S.C. 5108(g) shall be depos-
ited in the general fund of the Treasury as 
offsetting receipts: Provided further, That 
there may be credited to this appropriation, 
to be available until expended, funds re-
ceived from States, counties, municipalities, 
other public authorities, and private sources 
for expenses incurred for training, for re-
ports publication and dissemination, and for 
travel expenses incurred in performance of 
hazardous materials exemptions and approv-
als functions. 

PIPELINE SAFETY 
(PIPELINE SAFETY FUND) 

(OIL SPILL LIABILITY TRUST FUND) 
For expenses necessary to conduct the 

functions of the pipeline safety program, for 
grants-in-aid to carry out a pipeline safety 
program, as authorized by 49 U.S.C. 60107, 
and to discharge the pipeline program re-
sponsibilities of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 
$146,623,000, of which $22,123,000 shall be de-
rived from the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund 
and shall remain available until September 
30, 2018; and of which $124,500,000 shall be de-
rived from the Pipeline Safety Fund, of 
which $59,835,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2018: Provided, That not less 
than $1,058,000 of the funds provided under 
this heading shall be for the One-Call state 
grant program: Provided further, That not 
less than $1,000,000 of the funds provided 
under this heading shall be for the finaliza-
tion and implementation of rules required 
under section 60102(n) of title 49, United 
States Code, and section 8(b)(3) of the Pipe-
line Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job 
Creation Act of 2011 (49 U.S.C. 60108 note; 125 
Stat. 1911). 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANTS 
(EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUND) 

For necessary expenses to carryout 49 
U.S.C. 5128(b), $188,000, to be derived from the 
Emergency Preparedness Fund, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That notwithstanding the fiscal year limita-
tion specified in 49 U.S.C. 5116, not more 
than $28,318,000 shall be made available for 
obligation in fiscal year 2016 from amounts 
made available by 49 U.S.C. 5116(h), and 
5128(b) and (c): Provided further, That not-
withstanding 49 U.S.C. 5116(h)(4), not more 
than 4 percent of the amounts made avail-
able from this account shall be available to 
pay administrative costs: Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available by 49 
U.S.C. 5116(h), 5128(b), or 5128(c) shall be 
made available for obligation by individuals 

other than the Secretary of Transportation, 
or his or her designee: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding 49 U.S.C. 5128(b) and (c) and 
the current year obligation limitation, prior 
year recoveries recognized in the current 
year shall be available to develop a haz-
ardous materials response training cur-
riculum for emergency responders, including 
response activities for the transportation of 
crude oil, ethanol and other flammable liq-
uids by rail, consistent with National Fire 
Protection Association standards, and to 
make such training available through an 
electronic format: Provided further, That the 
prior year recoveries made available under 
this heading shall also be available to carry 
out 49 U.S.C. 5116(a)(1)(C) and 5116(i). 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Inspector General to carry out the provisions 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as 
amended, $87,472,000: Provided, That the In-
spector General shall have all necessary au-
thority, in carrying out the duties specified 
in the Inspector General Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App. 3), to investigate allegations of 
fraud, including false statements to the gov-
ernment (18 U.S.C. 1001), by any person or en-
tity that is subject to regulation by the De-
partment of Transportation: Provided further, 
That the funds made available under this 
heading may be used to investigate, pursu-
ant to section 41712 of title 49, United States 
Code: (1) unfair or deceptive practices and 
unfair methods of competition by domestic 
and foreign air carriers and ticket agents; 
and (2) the compliance of domestic and for-
eign air carriers with respect to item (1) of 
this proviso. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Surface 
Transportation Board, including services au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $32,375,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, not to exceed $1,250,000 from fees estab-
lished by the Chairman of the Surface Trans-
portation Board shall be credited to this ap-
propriation as offsetting collections and used 
for necessary and authorized expenses under 
this heading: Provided further, That the sum 
herein appropriated from the general fund 
shall be reduced on a dollar-for-dollar basis 
as such offsetting collections are received 
during fiscal year 2016, to result in a final ap-
propriation from the general fund estimated 
at no more than $31,125,000. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

SEC. 180. During the current fiscal year, ap-
plicable appropriations to the Department of 
Transportation shall be available for mainte-
nance and operation of aircraft; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles and aircraft; purchase 
of liability insurance for motor vehicles op-
erating in foreign countries on official de-
partment business; and uniforms or allow-
ances therefor, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 
5901–5902). 

SEC. 181. Appropriations contained in this 
Act for the Department of Transportation 
shall be available for services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, but at rates for individuals 
not to exceed the per diem rate equivalent to 
the rate for an Executive Level IV. 

SEC. 182. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be available for salaries and expenses of 
more than 110 political and Presidential ap-
pointees in the Department of Transpor-
tation: Provided, That none of the personnel 
covered by this provision may be assigned on 
temporary detail outside the Department of 
Transportation. 

SEC. 183. (a) No recipient of funds made 
available in this Act shall disseminate per-
sonal information (as defined in 18 U.S.C. 
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2725(3)) obtained by a State department of 
motor vehicles in connection with a motor 
vehicle record as defined in 18 U.S.C. 2725(1), 
except as provided in 18 U.S.C. 2721 for a use 
permitted under 18 U.S.C. 2721. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall not withhold funds provided 
in this Act for any grantee if a State is in 
noncompliance with this provision. 

SEC. 184. Funds received by the Federal 
Highway Administration and Federal Rail-
road Administration from States, counties, 
municipalities, other public authorities, and 
private sources for expenses incurred for 
training may be credited respectively to the 
Federal Highway Administration’s ‘‘Federal- 
Aid Highways’’ account and to the Federal 
Railroad Administration’s ‘‘Safety and Oper-
ations’’ account, except for State rail safety 
inspectors participating in training pursuant 
to 49 U.S.C. 20105. 

SEC. 185. None of the funds in this Act to 
the Department of Transportation may be 
used to make a loan, loan guarantee, line of 
credit, or grant unless the Secretary of 
Transportation notifies the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations not less 
than 3 full business days before any project 
competitively selected to receive a discre-
tionary grant award, any discretionary grant 
award, letter of intent, loan commitment, 
loan guarantee commitment, line of credit 
commitment, or full funding grant agree-
ment totaling $750,000 or more is announced 
by the department or its modal administra-
tions from— 

(1) any discretionary grant or federal cred-
it program of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration including the emergency relief pro-
gram; 

(2) the airport improvement program of the 
Federal Aviation Administration; 

(3) any program of the Federal Railroad 
Administration; 

(4) any program of the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration other than the formula grants 
and fixed guideway modernization programs; 

(5) any program of the Maritime Adminis-
tration; or 

(6) any funding provided under the head-
ings ‘‘National Infrastructure Investments’’ 
in this Act: 
Provided, That the Secretary gives concur-
rent notification to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations for any 
‘‘quick release’’ of funds from the emergency 
relief program: Provided further, That no no-
tification shall involve funds that are not 
available for obligation. 

SEC. 186. Rebates, refunds, incentive pay-
ments, minor fees and other funds received 
by the Department of Transportation from 
travel management centers, charge card pro-
grams, the subleasing of building space, and 
miscellaneous sources are to be credited to 
appropriations of the Department of Trans-
portation and allocated to elements of the 
Department of Transportation using fair and 
equitable criteria and such funds shall be 
available until expended. 

SEC. 187. Amounts made available in this 
or any other Act that the Secretary deter-
mines represent improper payments by the 
Department of Transportation to a third- 
party contractor under a financial assistance 
award, which are recovered pursuant to law, 
shall be available— 

(1) to reimburse the actual expenses in-
curred by the Department of Transportation 
in recovering improper payments; and 

(2) to pay contractors for services provided 
in recovering improper payments or con-
tractor support in the implementation of the 
Improper Payments Information Act of 2002: 
Provided, That amounts in excess of that re-
quired for paragraphs (1) and (2)— 

(A) shall be credited to and merged with 
the appropriation from which the improper 

payments were made, and shall be available 
for the purposes and period for which such 
appropriations are available: Provided fur-
ther, That where specific project or account-
ing information associated with the im-
proper payment or payments is not readily 
available, the Secretary may credit an ap-
propriate account, which shall be available 
for the purposes and period associated with 
the account so credited; or 

(B) if no such appropriation remains avail-
able, shall be deposited in the Treasury as 
miscellaneous receipts: Provided further, 
That prior to the transfer of any such recov-
ery to an appropriations account, the Sec-
retary shall notify the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations of the 
amount and reasons for such transfer: Pro-
vided further, That for purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘improper payments’’ has the 
same meaning as that provided in section 
2(d)(2) of Public Law 107–300. 

SEC. 188. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, if any funds provided in or lim-
ited by this Act are subject to a reprogram-
ming action that requires notice to be pro-
vided to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations, transmission of said re-
programming notice shall be provided solely 
to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations, and said reprogramming action 
shall be approved or denied solely by the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions: Provided, That the Secretary of Trans-
portation may provide notice to other con-
gressional committees of the action of the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions on such reprogramming but not sooner 
than 30 days following the date on which the 
reprogramming action has been approved or 
denied by the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations. 

SEC. 189. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available under this Act may 
be used by the Surface Transportation Board 
of the Department of Transportation to 
charge or collect any filing fee for rate or 
practice complaints filed with the Board in 
an amount in excess of the amount author-
ized for district court civil suit filing fees 
under section 1914 of title 28, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 190. Funds appropriated in this Act to 
the modal administrations may be obligated 
for the Office of the Secretary for the costs 
related to assessments or reimbursable 
agreements only when such amounts are for 
the costs of goods and services that are pur-
chased to provide a direct benefit to the ap-
plicable modal administration or adminis-
trations. 

SEC. 191. The Secretary of Transportation 
is authorized to carry out a program that es-
tablishes uniform standards for developing 
and supporting agency transit pass and tran-
sit benefits authorized under section 7905 of 
title 5, United States Code, including dis-
tribution of transit benefits by various paper 
and electronic media. 

SEC. 192. The Department of Transpor-
tation may use funds provided by this Act, or 
any other Act, to assist a contract under 
title 49 U.S.C. or title 23 U.S.C. utilizing geo-
graphic, economic, or any other hiring pref-
erence not otherwise authorized by law, ex-
cept for such preferences authorized in this 
Act, or to amend a rule, regulation, policy or 
other measure that forbids a recipient of a 
Federal Highway Administration or Federal 
Transit Administration grant from imposing 
such hiring preference on a contract or con-
struction project with which the Department 
of Transportation is assisting, only if the 
grant recipient certifies the following: 

(1) that except with respect to apprentices 
or trainees, a pool of readily available but 
unemployed individuals possessing the 
knowledge, skill, and ability to perform the 

work that the contract requires resides in 
the jurisdiction; 

(2) that the grant recipient will include ap-
propriate provisions in its bid document en-
suring that the contractor does not displace 
any of its existing employees in order to sat-
isfy such hiring preference; and 

(3) that any increase in the cost of labor, 
training, or delays resulting from the use of 
such hiring preference does not delay or dis-
place any transportation project in the ap-
plicable Statewide Transportation Improve-
ment Program or Transportation Improve-
ment Program. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Transportation Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
For necessary salaries and expenses for Ex-

ecutive Offices, which shall be comprised of 
the offices of the Secretary, Deputy Sec-
retary, Adjudicatory Services, Congressional 
and Intergovernmental Relations, Public Af-
fairs, Small and Disadvantaged Business Uti-
lization, and the Center for Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships, $13,800,000: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $25,000 of the 
amount made available under this heading 
shall be available to the Secretary for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses as 
the Secretary may determine. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OFFICES 
For necessary salaries and expenses for Ad-

ministrative Support Offices, $559,100,000, of 
which $79,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Chief Financial Officer; $94,500,000 
shall be available for the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel; $207,600,000 shall be available 
for the Office of Administration; $56,300,000 
shall be available for the Office of the Chief 
Human Capital Officer; $51,500,000 shall be 
available for the Office of Field Policy and 
Management; $17,200,000 shall be available 
for the Office of the Chief Procurement Offi-
cer; $3,300,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Departmental Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity; $4,500,000 shall be available for the 
Office of Strategic Planning and Manage-
ment; and $45,200,000 shall be available for 
the Office of the Chief Information Officer: 
Provided, That funds provided under this 
heading may be used for necessary adminis-
trative and non-administrative expenses of 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, not otherwise provided for, includ-
ing purchase of uniforms, or allowances 
therefor, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds appropriated under this 
heading may be used for advertising and pro-
motional activities that directly support 
program activities funded in this title: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall pro-
vide the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations quarterly written notifica-
tion regarding the status of pending congres-
sional reports: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall provide in electronic form all 
signed reports required by Congress. 

PROGRAM OFFICE SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING 

For necessary salaries and expenses of the 
Office of Public and Indian Housing, 
$205,500,000. 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
For necessary salaries and expenses of the 

Office of Community Planning and Develop-
ment, $104,800,000. 

HOUSING 
For necessary salaries and expenses of the 

Office of Housing, $375,000,000. 
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POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 

For necessary salaries and expenses of the 
Office of Policy Development and Research, 
$23,100,000. 

FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
For necessary salaries and expenses of the 

Office of Fair Housing and Equal Oppor-
tunity, $72,000,000. 

OFFICE OF LEAD HAZARD CONTROL AND 
HEALTHY HOMES 

For necessary salaries and expenses of the 
Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy 
Homes, $7,000,000. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

There is hereby established in the United 
States Treasury, pursuant to section 7(f) of 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Act (42 U.S.C. 3535(f)), a working cap-
ital fund for the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (referred to in this para-
graph as the ‘‘Fund’’): Provided, That 
amounts transferred to the Fund under this 
heading shall be available for Federal shared 
services used by offices and agencies of the 
Department, and for such portion of any of-
fice or agency’s printing, records manage-
ment, space renovation, furniture, or supply 
services as the Secretary determines shall be 
derived from centralized sources made avail-
able by the Department to all offices and 
agencies and funded through the Fund: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made 
available in this title for salaries and ex-
penses under the headings ‘‘Executive Of-
fices’’, ‘‘Administrative Support Offices’’, 
‘‘Program Office Salaries and Expenses’’, and 
‘‘Government National Mortgage Associa-
tion’’, the Secretary shall transfer to the 
Fund such amounts, to remain available 
until expended, as are necessary to fund 
services, specified in the first proviso, for 
which the appropriation would otherwise 
have been available, and may transfer not to 
exceed an additional $10,000,000, in aggregate, 
from all such appropriations, to be merged 
with the Fund and to remain available until 
expended for use for any office or agency: 
Provided further, That amounts in the Fund 
shall be the only amounts available to each 
office or agency of the Department for the 
services, or portion of services, specified in 
the first proviso: Provided further, That with 
respect to the Fund, the authorities and con-
ditions under this heading shall supplant the 
authorities and conditions provided under 
section 7(f) of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development Act. 

PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING 
TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

For activities and assistance for the provi-
sion of tenant-based rental assistance au-
thorized under the United States Housing 
Act of 1937, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1437 et 
seq.) (‘‘the Act’’ herein), not otherwise pro-
vided for, $15,628,525,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be available on October 
1, 2015 (in addition to the $4,000,000,000 pre-
viously appropriated under this heading that 
shall be available on October 1, 2015), and 
$4,000,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be available on October 1, 2016: 
Provided, That the amounts made available 
under this heading are provided as follows: 

(1) $17,681,451,000 shall be available for re-
newals of expiring section 8 tenant-based an-
nual contributions contracts (including re-
newals of enhanced vouchers under any pro-
vision of law authorizing such assistance 
under section 8(t) of the Act) and including 
renewal of other special purpose incremental 
vouchers: Provided, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, from amounts 
provided under this paragraph and any car-
ryover, the Secretary for the calendar year 

2016 funding cycle shall provide renewal 
funding for each public housing agency based 
on validated voucher management system 
(VMS) leasing and cost data for the prior cal-
endar year and by applying an inflation fac-
tor as established by the Secretary, by no-
tice published in the Federal Register, and 
by making any necessary adjustments for 
the costs associated with the first-time re-
newal of vouchers under this paragraph in-
cluding tenant protection, HOPE VI, and 
Choice Neighborhoods vouchers: Provided fur-
ther, That in determining calendar year 2016 
funding allocations under this heading for 
public housing agencies, including agencies 
participating in the Moving To Work (MTW) 
demonstration, the Secretary may take into 
account the anticipated impact of changes in 
targeting and utility allowances, on public 
housing agencies’ contract renewal needs: 
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided under this paragraph may be used to 
fund a total number of unit months under 
lease which exceeds a public housing agen-
cy’s authorized level of units under contract, 
except for public housing agencies partici-
pating in the MTW demonstration, which are 
instead governed by the terms and condi-
tions of their MTW agreements: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall, to the extent 
necessary to stay within the amount speci-
fied under this paragraph (except as other-
wise modified under this paragraph), prorate 
each public housing agency’s allocation oth-
erwise established pursuant to this para-
graph: Provided further, That except as pro-
vided in the following provisos, the entire 
amount specified under this paragraph (ex-
cept as otherwise modified under this para-
graph) shall be obligated to the public hous-
ing agencies based on the allocation and pro 
rata method described above, and the Sec-
retary shall notify public housing agencies of 
their annual budget by the latter of 60 days 
after enactment of this Act or March 1, 2016: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may ex-
tend the notification period with the prior 
written approval of the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided fur-
ther, That public housing agencies partici-
pating in the MTW demonstration shall be 
funded pursuant to their MTW agreements 
and shall be subject to the same pro rata ad-
justments under the previous provisos: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may offset 
public housing agencies’ calendar year 2016 
allocations based on the excess amounts of 
public housing agencies’ net restricted assets 
accounts, including HUD held programmatic 
reserves (in accordance with VMS data in 
calendar year 2015 that is verifiable and com-
plete), as determined by the Secretary: Pro-
vided further, That public housing agencies 
participating in the MTW demonstration 
shall also be subject to the offset, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, excluding amounts 
subject to the single fund budget authority 
provisions of their MTW agreements, from 
the agencies’ calendar year 2016 MTW fund-
ing allocation: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall use any offset referred to in 
the previous two provisos throughout the 
calendar year to prevent the termination of 
rental assistance for families as the result of 
insufficient funding, as determined by the 
Secretary, and to avoid or reduce the prora-
tion of renewal funding allocations: Provided 
further, That up to $75,000,000 shall be avail-
able only: (1) for adjustments in the alloca-
tions for public housing agencies, after appli-
cation for an adjustment by a public housing 
agency that experienced a significant in-
crease, as determined by the Secretary, in 
renewal costs of vouchers resulting from un-
foreseen circumstances or from portability 
under section 8(r) of the Act; (2) for vouchers 
that were not in use during the previous 12- 
month period in order to be available to 

meet a commitment pursuant to section 
8(o)(13) of the Act; (3) for adjustments for 
costs associated with HUD-Veterans Affairs 
Supportive Housing (HUD–VASH) vouchers; 
and (4) for public housing agencies that de-
spite taking reasonable cost savings meas-
ures, as determined by the Secretary, would 
otherwise be required to terminate rental as-
sistance for families as a result of insuffi-
cient funding: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall allocate amounts under the pre-
vious proviso based on need, as determined 
by the Secretary; 

(2) $130,000,000 shall be for section 8 rental 
assistance for relocation and replacement of 
housing units that are demolished or dis-
posed of pursuant to section 18 of the Act, 
conversion of section 23 projects to assist-
ance under section 8, the family unification 
program under section 8(x) of the Act, relo-
cation of witnesses in connection with ef-
forts to combat crime in public and assisted 
housing pursuant to a request from a law en-
forcement or prosecution agency, enhanced 
vouchers under any provision of law author-
izing such assistance under section 8(t) of 
the Act, HOPE VI and Choice Neighborhood 
vouchers, mandatory and voluntary conver-
sions, and tenant protection assistance in-
cluding replacement and relocation assist-
ance or for project-based assistance to pre-
vent the displacement of unassisted elderly 
tenants currently residing in section 202 
properties financed between 1959 and 1974 
that are refinanced pursuant to Public Law 
106–569, as amended, or under the authority 
as provided under this Act: Provided, That 
when a public housing development is sub-
mitted for demolition or disposition under 
section 18 of the Act, the Secretary may pro-
vide section 8 rental assistance when the 
units pose an imminent health and safety 
risk to residents: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may only provide replacement 
vouchers for units that were occupied within 
the previous 24 months that cease to be 
available as assisted housing, subject only to 
the availability of funds: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this paragraph, $5,000,000 may be available to 
provide tenant protection assistance, not 
otherwise provided under this paragraph, to 
residents residing in low vacancy areas and 
who may have to pay rents greater than 30 
percent of household income, as the result 
of: (A) the maturity of a HUD-insured, HUD- 
held or section 202 loan that requires the per-
mission of the Secretary prior to loan pre-
payment; (B) the expiration of a rental as-
sistance contract for which the tenants are 
not eligible for enhanced voucher or tenant 
protection assistance under existing law; or 
(C) the expiration of affordability restric-
tions accompanying a mortgage or preserva-
tion program administered by the Secretary: 
Provided further, That such tenant protection 
assistance made available under the previous 
proviso may be provided under the authority 
of section 8(t) or section 8(o)(13) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f(t)): Provided further, That any tenant 
protection voucher made available from 
amounts under this paragraph shall not be 
reissued by any public housing agency, ex-
cept the replacement vouchers as defined by 
the Secretary by notice, when the initial 
family that received any such voucher no 
longer receives such voucher, and the au-
thority for any public housing agency to 
issue any such voucher shall cease to exist: 
Provided further, That the Secretary, for the 
purpose under this paragraph, may use unob-
ligated balances, including recaptures and 
carryovers, remaining from amounts appro-
priated in prior fiscal years under this head-
ing for voucher assistance for nonelderly dis-
abled families and for disaster assistance 
made available under Public Law 110–329; 
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(3) $1,650,000,000 shall be for administrative 

and other expenses of public housing agen-
cies in administering the section 8 tenant- 
based rental assistance program, of which up 
to $10,000,000 shall be available to the Sec-
retary to allocate to public housing agencies 
that need additional funds to administer 
their section 8 programs, including fees asso-
ciated with section 8 tenant protection rent-
al assistance, the administration of disaster 
related vouchers, Veterans Affairs Sup-
portive Housing vouchers, and other special 
purpose incremental vouchers: Provided, 
That no less than $1,640,000,000 of the amount 
provided in this paragraph shall be allocated 
to public housing agencies for the calendar 
year 2016 funding cycle based on section 8(q) 
of the Act (and related Appropriation Act 
provisions) as in effect immediately before 
the enactment of the Quality Housing and 
Work Responsibility Act of 1998 (Public Law 
105–276): Provided further, That if the 
amounts made available under this para-
graph are insufficient to pay the amounts de-
termined under the previous proviso, the 
Secretary may decrease the amounts allo-
cated to agencies by a uniform percentage 
applicable to all agencies receiving funding 
under this paragraph or may, to the extent 
necessary to provide full payment of 
amounts determined under the previous pro-
viso, utilize unobligated balances, including 
recaptures and carryovers, remaining from 
funds appropriated to the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development under this 
heading from prior fiscal years, excluding 
special purpose vouchers, notwithstanding 
the purposes for which such amounts were 
appropriated: Provided further, That all pub-
lic housing agencies participating in the 
MTW demonstration shall be funded pursu-
ant to their MTW agreements, and shall be 
subject to the same uniform percentage de-
crease as under the previous proviso: Pro-
vided further, That amounts provided under 
this paragraph shall be only for activities re-
lated to the provision of tenant-based rental 
assistance authorized under section 8, in-
cluding related development activities; 

(4) $107,074,000 for the renewal of tenant- 
based assistance contracts under section 811 
of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Afford-
able Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013), including 
necessary administrative expenses: Provided, 
That administrative and other expenses of 
public housing agencies in administering the 
special purpose vouchers in this paragraph 
shall be funded under the same terms and be 
subject to the same pro rata reduction as the 
percent decrease for administrative and 
other expenses to public housing agencies 
under paragraph (3) of this heading; 

(5) $60,000,000 for incremental rental vouch-
er assistance for use through a supported 
housing program administered in conjunc-
tion with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs as authorized under section 8(o)(19) of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development shall make such funding 
available, notwithstanding section 204 (com-
petition provision) of this title, to public 
housing agencies that partner with eligible 
VA Medical Centers or other entities as des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, based on geographical 
need for such assistance as identified by the 
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, public housing agency administrative 
performance, and other factors as specified 
by the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development may waive, 
or specify alternative requirements for (in 
consultation with the Secretary of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs), any provision 

of any statute or regulation that the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
administers in connection with the use of 
funds made available under this paragraph 
(except for requirements related to fair hous-
ing, nondiscrimination, labor standards, and 
the environment), upon a finding by the Sec-
retary that any such waivers or alternative 
requirements are necessary for the effective 
delivery and administration of such voucher 
assistance: Provided further, That assistance 
made available under this paragraph shall 
continue to remain available for homeless 
veterans upon turn-over; and 

(6) the Secretary shall separately track all 
special purpose vouchers funded under this 
heading. 

HOUSING CERTIFICATE FUND 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

Unobligated balances, including recaptures 
and carryover, remaining from funds appro-
priated to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development under this heading, the 
heading ‘‘Annual Contributions for Assisted 
Housing’’ and the heading ‘‘Project-Based 
Rental Assistance’’, for fiscal year 2016 and 
prior years may be used for renewal of or 
amendments to section 8 project-based con-
tracts and for performance-based contract 
administrators, notwithstanding the pur-
poses for which such funds were appro-
priated: Provided, That any obligated bal-
ances of contract authority from fiscal year 
1974 and prior that have been terminated 
shall be rescinded: Provided further, That 
amounts heretofore recaptured, or recap-
tured during the current fiscal year, from 
section 8 project-based contracts from source 
years fiscal year 1975 through fiscal year 1987 
are hereby rescinded, and an amount of addi-
tional new budget authority, equivalent to 
the amount rescinded is hereby appropriated, 
to remain available until expended, for the 
purposes set forth under this heading, in ad-
dition to amounts otherwise available. 

PUBLIC HOUSING CAPITAL FUND 

For the Public Housing Capital Fund Pro-
gram to carry out capital and management 
activities for public housing agencies, as au-
thorized under section 9 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g) (the 
‘‘Act’’) $1,900,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2019: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law or 
regulation, during fiscal year 2016, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
may not delegate to any Department official 
other than the Deputy Secretary and the As-
sistant Secretary for Public and Indian 
Housing any authority under paragraph (2) 
of section 9(j) regarding the extension of the 
time periods under such section: Provided 
further, That for purposes of such section 
9(j), the term ‘‘obligate’’ means, with respect 
to amounts, that the amounts are subject to 
a binding agreement that will result in out-
lays, immediately or in the future: Provided 
further, That up to $3,000,000 shall be to sup-
port ongoing Public Housing Financial and 
Physical Assessment activities: Provided fur-
ther, That up to $1,000,000 shall be to support 
the costs of administrative and judicial re-
ceiverships: Provided further, That of the 
total amount provided under this heading, 
not to exceed $21,500,000 shall be available for 
the Secretary to make grants, notwith-
standing section 204 of this Act, to public 
housing agencies for emergency capital 
needs including safety and security measures 
necessary to address crime and drug-related 
activity as well as needs resulting from un-
foreseen or unpreventable emergencies and 
natural disasters excluding Presidentially 
declared emergencies and natural disasters 
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) 

occurring in fiscal year 2016: Provided further, 
That of the amount made available under 
the previous proviso, not less than $5,000,000 
shall be for safety and security measures: 
Provided further, That of the total amount 
provided under this heading $35,000,000 shall 
be for supportive services, service coordi-
nator and congregate services as authorized 
by section 34 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1437z–6) 
and the Native American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 
4101 et seq.): Provided further, That of the 
total amount made available under this 
heading, $15,000,000 shall be for a Jobs-Plus 
initiative modeled after the Jobs-Plus dem-
onstration: Provided further, That the fund-
ing provided under the previous proviso shall 
provide competitive grants to partnerships 
between public housing authorities, local 
workforce investment boards established 
under section 117 of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act of 1998, and other agencies and or-
ganizations that provide support to help pub-
lic housing residents obtain employment and 
increase earnings: Provided further, That ap-
plicants must demonstrate the ability to 
provide services to residents, partner with 
workforce investment boards, and leverage 
service dollars: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may allow public housing agencies 
to request exemptions from rent and income 
limitation requirements under sections 3 and 
6 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 as 
necessary to implement the Jobs-Plus pro-
gram, on such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary may approve upon a finding by the 
Secretary that any such waivers or alter-
native requirements are necessary for the ef-
fective implementation of the Jobs-Plus ini-
tiative as a voluntary program for residents: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
publish by notice in the Federal Register any 
waivers or alternative requirements pursu-
ant to the preceding proviso no later than 10 
days before the effective date of such notice: 
Provided further, That for funds provided 
under this heading, the limitation in section 
9(g)(1) of the Act shall be 25 percent: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may waive the 
limitation in the previous proviso to allow 
public housing agencies to fund activities 
authorized under section 9(e)(1)(C) of the 
Act: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall notify public housing agencies request-
ing waivers under the previous proviso if the 
request is approved or denied within 14 days 
of submitting the request: Provided further, 
That from the funds made available under 
this heading, the Secretary shall provide 
bonus awards in fiscal year 2016 to public 
housing agencies that are designated high 
performers: Provided further, That the De-
partment shall notify public housing agen-
cies of their formula allocation within 60 
days of enactment of this Act. 

PUBLIC HOUSING OPERATING FUND 
For 2016 payments to public housing agen-

cies for the operation and management of 
public housing, as authorized by section 9(e) 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437g(e)), $4,500,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017. 

CHOICE NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE 
For competitive grants under the Choice 

Neighborhoods Initiative (subject to section 
24 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 
(42 U.S.C. 1437v), unless otherwise specified 
under this heading), for transformation, re-
habilitation, and replacement housing needs 
of both public and HUD-assisted housing and 
to transform neighborhoods of poverty into 
functioning, sustainable mixed income 
neighborhoods with appropriate services, 
schools, public assets, transportation and ac-
cess to jobs, $125,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2018: Provided, That 
grant funds may be used for resident and 
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community services, community develop-
ment, and affordable housing needs in the 
community, and for conversion of vacant or 
foreclosed properties to affordable housing: 
Provided further, That the use of funds made 
available under this heading shall not be 
deemed to be public housing notwithstanding 
section 3(b)(1) of such Act: Provided further, 
That grantees shall commit to an additional 
period of affordability determined by the 
Secretary of not fewer than 20 years: Pro-
vided further, That grantees shall undertake 
comprehensive local planning with input 
from residents and the community, and that 
grantees shall provide a match in State, 
local, other Federal or private funds: Pro-
vided further, That grantees may include 
local governments, tribal entities, public 
housing authorities, and nonprofits: Provided 
further, That for-profit developers may apply 
jointly with a public entity: Provided further, 
That for purposes of environmental review, a 
grantee shall be treated as a public housing 
agency under section 26 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437x), and 
grants under this heading shall be subject to 
the regulations issued by the Secretary to 
implement such section: Provided further, 
That of the amount provided, not less than 
$75,000,000 shall be awarded to public housing 
agencies: Provided further, That such grant-
ees shall create partnerships with other local 
organizations including assisted housing 
owners, service agencies, and resident orga-
nizations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall consult with the Secretaries of 
Education, Labor, Transportation, Health 
and Human Services, Agriculture, and Com-
merce, the Attorney General, and the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to coordinate and leverage other ap-
propriate Federal resources: Provided further, 
That no more than $5,000,000 of funds made 
available under this heading may be pro-
vided to assist communities in developing 
comprehensive strategies for implementing 
this program or implementing other revital-
ization efforts in conjunction with commu-
nity notice and input: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall develop and publish 
guidelines for the use of such competitive 
funds, including but not limited to eligible 
activities, program requirements, and per-
formance metrics: Provided further, That un-
obligated balances, including recaptures, re-
maining from funds appropriated under the 
heading ‘‘Revitalization of Severely Dis-
tressed Public Housing (HOPE VI)’’ in fiscal 
year 2011 and prior fiscal years may be used 
for purposes under this heading, notwith-
standing the purposes for which such 
amounts were appropriated. 

FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
For the Family Self-Sufficiency program 

to support family self-sufficiency coordina-
tors under section 23 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937, to promote the develop-
ment of local strategies to coordinate the 
use of assistance under sections 8(o) and 9 of 
such Act with public and private resources, 
and enable eligible families to achieve eco-
nomic independence and self-sufficiency, 
$75,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That the Secretary 
may, by Federal Register notice, waive or 
specify alternative requirements under sec-
tions b(3), b(4), b(5), or c(1) of section 23 of 
such Act in order to facilitate the operation 
of a unified self-sufficiency program for indi-
viduals receiving assistance under different 
provisions of the Act, as determined by the 
Secretary: Provided further, That owners of a 
privately owned multifamily property with a 
section 8 contract may voluntarily make a 
Family Self-Sufficiency program available 
to the assisted tenants of such property in 
accordance with procedures established by 

the Secretary: Provided further, That such 
procedures established pursuant to the pre-
vious proviso shall permit participating ten-
ants to accrue escrow funds in accordance 
with section 23(d)(2) and shall allow owners 
to use funding from residual receipt accounts 
to hire coordinators for their own Family 
Self-Sufficiency program. 

NATIVE AMERICAN HOUSING BLOCK GRANTS 
For the Native American Housing Block 

Grants program, as authorized under title I 
of the Native American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 
(NAHASDA) (25 U.S.C. 4111 et seq.), 
$650,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That, notwith-
standing the Native American Housing As-
sistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996, 
to determine the amount of the allocation 
under title I of such Act for each Indian 
tribe, the Secretary shall apply the formula 
under section 302 of such Act with the need 
component based on single-race census data 
and with the need component based on 
multi-race census data, and the amount of 
the allocation for each Indian tribe shall be 
the greater of the two resulting allocation 
amounts: Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$3,500,000 shall be contracted for assistance 
for national or regional organizations rep-
resenting Native American housing interests 
for providing training and technical assist-
ance to Indian housing authorities and trib-
ally designated housing entities as author-
ized under NAHASDA: Provided further, That 
of the funds made available under the pre-
vious proviso, not less than $2,000,000 shall be 
made available for a national organization 
as authorized under section 703 of NAHASDA 
(25 U.S.C. 4212): Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$2,000,000 shall be to support the inspection 
of Indian housing units, contract expertise, 
training, and technical assistance in the 
training, oversight, and management of such 
Indian housing and tenant-based assistance: 
Provided further, That of the amount pro-
vided under this heading, $2,000,000 shall be 
made available for the cost of guaranteed 
notes and other obligations, as authorized by 
title VI of NAHASDA: Provided further, That 
such costs, including the costs of modifying 
such notes and other obligations, shall be as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, as amended: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds are available to sub-
sidize the total principal amount of any 
notes and other obligations, any part of 
which is to be guaranteed, not to exceed 
$17,452,007: Provided further, That the Depart-
ment will notify grantees of their formula 
allocation within 60 days of the date of en-
actment of this Act: Provided further, not-
withstanding section 302(d) of NAHASDA, if 
on January 1, 2016, a recipient’s total 
amount of undisbursed block grants in the 
Department’s line of credit control system is 
greater than three times the formula alloca-
tion it would otherwise receive under this 
heading, the Secretary shall adjust that re-
cipient’s formula allocation down by the dif-
ference between its total amount of 
undisbursed block grants in the Depart-
ment’s line of credit control system on Janu-
ary 1, 2016, and three times the formula allo-
cation it would otherwise receive: Provided 
further, That grant amounts not allocated to 
a recipient pursuant to the previous proviso 
shall be allocated under the need component 
of the formula proportionately among all 
other Indian tribes not subject to an adjust-
ment: Provided further, That the two previous 
provisos shall not apply to any Indian tribe 
that would otherwise receive a formula allo-
cation of less than $8,000,000: Provided further, 
That to take effect, the three previous pro-

visos do not require issuance or amendment 
of any regulation, and shall not be construed 
to confer hearing rights under any section of 
NAHASDA or its implementing regulations. 

INDIAN HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of guaranteed loans, as au-
thorized by section 184 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1992 (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–13a), $7,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That such 
costs, including the costs of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided 
further, That these funds are available to 
subsidize total loan principal, any part of 
which is to be guaranteed, up to 
$1,190,476,190, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That up to $750,000 
of this amount may be for administrative 
contract expenses including management 
processes and systems to carry out the loan 
guarantee program. 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH 

AIDS 
For carrying out the Housing Opportuni-

ties for Persons with AIDS program, as au-
thorized by the AIDS Housing Opportunity 
Act (42 U.S.C. 12901 et seq.), $335,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017, 
except that amounts allocated pursuant to 
section 854(c)(3) of such Act shall remain 
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, 
That the Secretary shall renew all expiring 
contracts for permanent supportive housing 
that initially were funded under section 
854(c)(3) of such Act from funds made avail-
able under this heading in fiscal year 2010 
and prior fiscal years that meet all program 
requirements before awarding funds for new 
contracts under such section: Provided fur-
ther, That the Department shall notify 
grantees of their formula allocation within 
60 days of enactment of this Act. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND 
For assistance to units of State and local 

government, and to other entities, for eco-
nomic and community development activi-
ties, and for other purposes, $3,060,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2018, 
unless otherwise specified: Provided, That of 
the total amount provided, $3,000,000,000 is 
for carrying out the community development 
block grant program under title I of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974, as amended (‘‘the Act’’ herein) (42 
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.): Provided further, That un-
less explicitly provided for under this head-
ing, not to exceed 20 percent of any grant 
made with funds appropriated under this 
heading shall be expended for planning and 
management development and administra-
tion: Provided further, That a metropolitan 
city, urban county, unit of general local gov-
ernment, or Indian tribe, or insular area that 
directly or indirectly receives funds under 
this heading may not sell, trade, or other-
wise transfer all or any portion of such funds 
to another such entity in exchange for any 
other funds, credits or non-Federal consider-
ations, but must use such funds for activities 
eligible under title I of the Act: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding section 105(e)(1) 
of the Act, no funds provided under this 
heading may be provided to a for-profit enti-
ty for an economic development project 
under section 105(a)(17) unless such project 
has been evaluated and selected in accord-
ance with guidelines required under subpara-
graph (e)(2): Provided further, That none of 
the funds made available under this heading 
may be used for grants for the Economic De-
velopment Initiative (‘‘EDI’’) or Neighbor-
hood Initiatives activities, Rural Innovation 
Fund, or for grants pursuant to section 107 of 
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the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5307): Provided further, 
That the Department shall notify grantees of 
their formula allocation within 60 days of en-
actment of this Act: Provided further, That of 
the total amount provided under this head-
ing $60,000,000 shall be for grants to Indian 
tribes notwithstanding section 106(a)(1) of 
such Act, of which, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law (including section 204 
of this Act), up to $4,000,000 may be used for 
emergencies that constitute imminent 
threats to health and safety. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LOAN GUARANTEES 

PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, during fiscal year 2016, 
commitments to guarantee loans under sec-
tion 108 of the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5308), any 
part of which is guaranteed, shall not exceed 
a total principal amount of $300,000,000, not-
withstanding any aggregate limitation on 
outstanding obligations guaranteed in sub-
section (k) of such section 108: Provided, That 
the Secretary shall collect fees from bor-
rowers, notwithstanding subsection (m) of 
such section 108, to result in a credit subsidy 
cost of zero for guaranteeing such loans, and 
any such fees shall be collected in accord-
ance with section 502(7) of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That all 
unobligated balances, including recaptures 
and carryover, remaining from funds appro-
priated to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development under this heading are 
hereby permanently rescinded. 

HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM 
For the HOME Investment Partnerships 

program, as authorized under title II of the 
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act, as amended, $950,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2019: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding the amount 
made available under this heading, the 
threshold reduction requirements in sections 
216(10) and 217(b)(4) of such Act shall not 
apply to allocations of such amount: Pro-
vided further, That the requirements under 
provisos 2 through 6 under this heading for 
fiscal year 2012 and such requirements appli-
cable pursuant to the ‘‘Full-Year Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2013’’, shall not apply to 
any project to which funds were committed 
on or after August 23, 2013, but such projects 
shall instead be governed by the Final Rule 
titled ‘‘Home Investment Partnerships Pro-
gram; Improving Performance and Account-
ability; Updating Property Standards’’ which 
became effective on such date: Provided fur-
ther, That with respect to funds made avail-
able under this heading pursuant to such Act 
and funds provided in prior and subsequent 
appropriations acts that were or are used by 
community land trusts for the development 
of affordable homeownership housing pursu-
ant to section 215(b) of such Act, such com-
munity land trusts, notwithstanding section 
215(b)(3)(A) of such Act, may hold and exer-
cise purchase options, rights of first refusal 
or other preemptive rights to purchase the 
housing to preserve affordability, including 
but not limited to the right to purchase the 
housing in lieu of foreclosure: Provided fur-
ther, That the Department shall notify 
grantees of their formula allocation within 
60 days of enactment of this Act. 

SELF-HELP AND ASSISTED HOMEOWNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM 

For the Self-Help and Assisted Homeown-
ership Opportunity Program, as authorized 
under section 11 of the Housing Opportunity 
Program Extension Act of 1996, as amended, 
$50,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That of the total 

amount provided under this heading, 
$10,000,000 shall be made available to the 
Self-Help and Assisted Homeownership Op-
portunity Program as authorized under sec-
tion 11 of the Housing Opportunity Program 
Extension Act of 1996, as amended: Provided 
further, That of the total amount provided 
under this heading, $35,000,000 shall be made 
available for the second, third, and fourth 
capacity building activities authorized under 
section 4(a) of the HUD Demonstration Act 
of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 9816 note), of which not less 
than $5,000,000 shall be made available for 
rural capacity building activities: Provided 
further, That of the total amount provided 
under this heading, $5,000,000 shall be made 
available for capacity building by national 
rural housing organizations with experience 
assessing national rural conditions and pro-
viding financing, training, technical assist-
ance, information, and research to local non-
profits, local governments and Indian Tribes 
serving high need rural communities: Pro-
vided further, That an additional $5,700,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be for 
a program to rehabilitate and modify homes 
of disabled or low-income veterans as au-
thorized under section 1079 of Public Law 
113–291. 

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For the Emergency Solutions Grants pro-

gram as authorized under subtitle B of title 
IV of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act, as amended; the Continuum of 
Care program as authorized under subtitle C 
of title IV of such Act; and the Rural Hous-
ing Stability Assistance program as author-
ized under subtitle D of title IV of such Act, 
$2,250,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That any rental as-
sistance amounts that are recaptured under 
such Continuum of Care program shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That not less than $250,000,000 of the 
funds appropriated under this heading shall 
be available for such Emergency Solutions 
Grants program: Provided further, That not 
less than $1,918,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated under this heading shall be available 
for such Continuum of Care and Rural Hous-
ing Stability Assistance programs: Provided 
further, That up to $7,000,000 of the funds ap-
propriated under this heading shall be avail-
able for the national homeless data analysis 
project: Provided further, That all funds 
awarded for supportive services under the 
Continuum of Care program and the Rural 
Housing Stability Assistance program shall 
be matched by not less than 25 percent in 
cash or in kind by each grantee: Provided fur-
ther, That for all match requirements appli-
cable to funds made available under this 
heading for this fiscal year and prior years, 
a grantee may use (or could have used) as a 
source of match funds other funds adminis-
tered by the Secretary and other Federal 
agencies unless there is (or was) a specific 
statutory prohibition on any such use of any 
such funds: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall establish system performance 
measures for which each continuum of care 
shall report baseline outcomes, and that rel-
ative to fiscal year 2015, under the Con-
tinuum of Care competition with respect to 
funds made available under this heading, the 
Secretary shall base an increasing share of 
the score on performance criteria: Provided 
further, That none of the funds provided 
under this heading shall be available to pro-
vide funding for new projects, except for 
projects created through reallocation, unless 
the Secretary determines that the con-
tinuum of care has demonstrated that 
projects are evaluated and ranked based on 
the degree to which they improve the con-
tinuum of care’s system performance: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall 

prioritize funding under the Continuum of 
Care program to continuums of care that 
have demonstrated a capacity to reallocate 
funding from lower performing projects to 
higher performing projects: Provided further, 
That all awards of assistance under this 
heading shall be required to coordinate and 
integrate homeless programs with other 
mainstream health, social services, and em-
ployment programs for which homeless popu-
lations may be eligible: Provided further, 
That with respect to funds provided under 
this heading for the Continuum of Care pro-
gram for fiscal years 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016 
provision of permanent housing rental as-
sistance may be administered by private 
nonprofit organizations: Provided further, 
That any unobligated amounts remaining 
from funds appropriated under this heading 
in fiscal year 2012 and prior years for project- 
based rental assistance for rehabilitation 
projects with 10-year grant terms may be 
used for purposes under this heading, not-
withstanding the purposes for which such 
funds were appropriated: Provided further, 
That all balances for Shelter Plus Care re-
newals previously funded from the Shelter 
Plus Care Renewal account and transferred 
to this account shall be available, if recap-
tured, for Continuum of Care renewals in fis-
cal year 2016: Provided further, That the De-
partment shall notify grantees of their for-
mula allocation from amounts allocated 
(which may represent initial or final 
amounts allocated) for the Emergency Solu-
tions Grant program within 60 days of enact-
ment of this Act: Provided further, That up to 
$33,000,000 of the funds appropriated under 
this heading shall be to implement projects 
to demonstrate how a comprehensive ap-
proach to serving homeless youth, age 24 and 
under, in up to 10 communities, including at 
least four rural communities, can dramati-
cally reduce youth homelessness: Provided 
further, That such projects shall be eligible 
for renewal under the Continuum of Care 
program subject to the same terms and con-
ditions as other renewal applicants: Provided 
further, That up to $5,000,000 of the funds ap-
propriated under this heading shall be avail-
able to provide technical assistance on youth 
homelessness, and collection, analysis, and 
reporting of data and performance measures 
under the comprehensive approaches to serve 
homeless youth, in addition to and in coordi-
nation with other technical assistance funds 
provided under this title: Provided further, 
That youth aged 24 and under seeking assist-
ance under this heading shall not be required 
to provide third party documentation to es-
tablish their eligibility under 42 U.S.C. 
11302(a) or (b) to receive services: Provided 
further, That unaccompanied youth aged 24 
and under or families headed by youth aged 
24 and under who are living in unsafe situa-
tions may be served by youth-serving pro-
viders funded under this heading: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may use amounts 
made available under this heading for the 
Continuum of Care program to renew a grant 
originally awarded pursuant to the matter 
under the heading ‘‘Department of Housing 
and Urban Development—Permanent Sup-
portive Housing’’ in chapter 6 of title III of 
the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 
(Public Law 110–252; 122 Stat. 2351) for assist-
ance under subtitle F of title IV of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 11403 et seq.): Provided further, 
That such renewal grant shall be awarded to 
the same grantee and be subject to the provi-
sions of such Continuum of Care program ex-
cept that the funds may be used outside the 
geographic area of the continuum of care. 

HOUSING PROGRAMS 
PROJECT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

For activities and assistance for the provi-
sion of project-based subsidy contracts under 
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the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437 et seq.) (‘‘the Act’’), not other-
wise provided for, $10,220,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be available 
on October 1, 2015 (in addition to the 
$400,000,000 previously appropriated under 
this heading that became available October 
1, 2015), and $400,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be available on October 
1, 2016: Provided, That the amounts made 
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for expiring or terminating section 8 
project-based subsidy contracts (including 
section 8 moderate rehabilitation contracts), 
for amendments to section 8 project-based 
subsidy contracts (including section 8 mod-
erate rehabilitation contracts), for contracts 
entered into pursuant to section 441 of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 11401), for renewal of section 8 con-
tracts for units in projects that are subject 
to approved plans of action under the Emer-
gency Low Income Housing Preservation Act 
of 1987 or the Low-Income Housing Preserva-
tion and Resident Homeownership Act of 
1990, and for administrative and other ex-
penses associated with project-based activi-
ties and assistance funded under this para-
graph: Provided further, That of the total 
amounts provided under this heading, not to 
exceed $215,000,000 shall be available for per-
formance-based contract administrators for 
section 8 project-based assistance, for car-
rying out 42 U.S.C. 1437(f): Provided further, 
That the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development may also use such amounts in 
the previous proviso for performance-based 
contract administrators for the administra-
tion of: interest reduction payments pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the National Housing 
Act (12 U.S.C. 1715z–1(a)); rent supplement 
payments pursuant to section 101 of the 
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1965 
(12 U.S.C. 1701s); section 236(f)(2) rental as-
sistance payments (12 U.S.C. 1715z–1(f)(2)); 
project rental assistance contracts for the el-
derly under section 202(c)(2) of the Housing 
Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q); project rental 
assistance contracts for supportive housing 
for persons with disabilities under section 
811(d)(2) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National 
Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013(d)(2)); 
project assistance contracts pursuant to sec-
tion 202(h) of the Housing Act of 1959 (Public 
Law 86–372; 73 Stat. 667); and loans under sec-
tion 202 of the Housing Act of 1959 (Public 
Law 86–372; 73 Stat. 667): Provided further, 
That amounts recaptured under this head-
ing, the heading ‘‘Annual Contributions for 
Assisted Housing’’, or the heading ‘‘Housing 
Certificate Fund’’, may be used for renewals 
of or amendments to section 8 project-based 
contracts or for performance-based contract 
administrators, notwithstanding the pur-
poses for which such amounts were appro-
priated: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, upon 
the request of the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, project funds that are 
held in residual receipts accounts for any 
project subject to a section 8 project-based 
Housing Assistance Payments contract that 
authorizes HUD or a Housing Finance Agen-
cy to require that surplus project funds be 
deposited in an interest-bearing residual re-
ceipts account and that are in excess of an 
amount to be determined by the Secretary, 
shall be remitted to the Department and de-
posited in this account, to be available until 
expended: Provided further, That amounts de-
posited pursuant to the previous proviso 
shall be available in addition to the amount 
otherwise provided by this heading for uses 
authorized under this heading. 

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY 
For amendments to capital advance con-

tracts for housing for the elderly, as author-

ized by section 202 of the Housing Act of 1959, 
as amended, and for project rental assistance 
for the elderly under section 202(c)(2) of such 
Act, including amendments to contracts for 
such assistance and renewal of expiring con-
tracts for such assistance for up to a 1-year 
term, and for senior preservation rental as-
sistance contracts, including renewals, as 
authorized by section 811(e) of the American 
Housing and Economic Opportunity Act of 
2000, as amended, and for supportive services 
associated with the housing, $432,700,000 to 
remain available until September 30, 2019: 
Provided, That of the amount provided under 
this heading, up to $77,000,000 shall be for 
service coordinators and the continuation of 
existing congregate service grants for resi-
dents of assisted housing projects: Provided 
further, That amounts under this heading 
shall be available for Real Estate Assess-
ment Center inspections and inspection-re-
lated activities associated with section 202 
projects: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may waive the provisions of section 202 gov-
erning the terms and conditions of project 
rental assistance, except that the initial con-
tract term for such assistance shall not ex-
ceed 5 years in duration: Provided further, 
That upon request of the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, project funds 
that are held in residual receipts accounts 
for any project subject to a section 202 
project rental assistance contract, and that 
upon termination of such contract are in ex-
cess of an amount to be determined by the 
Secretary, shall be remitted to the Depart-
ment and deposited in this account, to be 
available until September 30, 2019: Provided 
further, That amounts deposited in this ac-
count pursuant to the previous proviso shall 
be available, in addition to the amounts oth-
erwise provided by this heading, for amend-
ments and renewals: Provided further, That 
unobligated balances, including recaptures 
and carryover, remaining from funds trans-
ferred to or appropriated under this heading 
shall be available for amendments and re-
newals notwithstanding the purposes for 
which such funds originally were appro-
priated. 

HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
For amendments to capital advance con-

tracts for supportive housing for persons 
with disabilities, as authorized by section 811 
of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Afford-
able Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013), for project 
rental assistance for supportive housing for 
persons with disabilities under section 
811(d)(2) of such Act and for project assist-
ance contracts pursuant to section 202(h) of 
the Housing Act of 1959 (Public Law 86–372; 73 
Stat. 667), including amendments to con-
tracts for such assistance and renewal of ex-
piring contracts for such assistance for up to 
a 1-year term, for project rental assistance 
to State housing finance agencies and other 
appropriate entities as authorized under sec-
tion 811(b)(3) of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Housing Act, and for supportive serv-
ices associated with the housing for persons 
with disabilities as authorized by section 
811(b)(1) of such Act, $150,600,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2019: Provided, 
That amounts made available under this 
heading shall be available for Real Estate 
Assessment Center inspections and inspec-
tion-related activities associated with sec-
tion 811 projects: Provided further, That, in 
this fiscal year, upon the request of the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development, 
project funds that are held in residual re-
ceipts accounts for any project subject to a 
section 811 project rental assistance contract 
and that upon termination of such contract 
are in excess of an amount to be determined 
by the Secretary shall be remitted to the De-
partment and deposited in this account, to 

be available until September 30, 2019: Pro-
vided further, That amounts deposited in this 
account pursuant to the previous proviso 
shall be available in addition to the amounts 
otherwise provided by this heading for 
amendments and renewals: Provided further, 
That unobligated balances, including recap-
tures and carryover, remaining from funds 
transferred to or appropriated under this 
heading shall be used for amendments and 
renewals notwithstanding the purposes for 
which such funds originally were appro-
priated. 

HOUSING COUNSELING ASSISTANCE 
For contracts, grants, and other assistance 

excluding loans, as authorized under section 
106 of the Housing and Urban Development 
Act of 1968, as amended, $47,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017, including 
up to $4,500,000 for administrative contract 
services: Provided, That grants made avail-
able from amounts provided under this head-
ing shall be awarded within 180 days of en-
actment of this Act: Provided further, That 
funds shall be used for providing counseling 
and advice to tenants and homeowners, both 
current and prospective, with respect to 
property maintenance, financial manage-
ment/literacy, and such other matters as 
may be appropriate to assist them in improv-
ing their housing conditions, meeting their 
financial needs, and fulfilling the respon-
sibilities of tenancy or homeownership; for 
program administration; and for housing 
counselor training: Provided further, That for 
purposes of providing such grants from 
amounts provided under this heading, the 
Secretary may enter into multiyear agree-
ments as appropriate, subject to the avail-
ability of annual appropriations. 

RENTAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
For amendments to contracts under sec-

tion 101 of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1965 (12 U.S.C. 1701s) and section 
236(f)(2) of the National Housing Act (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–1) in State-aided, noninsured 
rental housing projects, $30,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That such 
amount, together with unobligated balances 
from recaptured amounts appropriated prior 
to fiscal year 2006 from terminated contracts 
under such sections of law, and any unobli-
gated balances, including recaptures and car-
ryover, remaining from funds appropriated 
under this heading after fiscal year 2005, 
shall also be available for extensions of up to 
one year for expiring contracts under such 
sections of law. 

PAYMENT TO MANUFACTURED HOUSING FEES 
TRUST FUND 

For necessary expenses as authorized by 
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974 
(42 U.S.C. 5401 et seq.), up to $10,500,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which 
$10,500,000 is to be derived from the Manufac-
tured Housing Fees Trust Fund: Provided, 
That not to exceed the total amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be available 
from the general fund of the Treasury to the 
extent necessary to incur obligations and 
make expenditures pending the receipt of 
collections to the Fund pursuant to section 
620 of such Act: Provided further, That the 
amount made available under this heading 
from the general fund shall be reduced as 
such collections are received during fiscal 
year 2016 so as to result in a final fiscal year 
2016 appropriation from the general fund es-
timated at zero, and fees pursuant to such 
section 620 shall be modified as necessary to 
ensure such a final fiscal year 2016 appropria-
tion: Provided further, That for the dispute 
resolution and installation programs, the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment may assess and collect fees from any 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00240 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9617 December 17, 2015 
program participant: Provided further, That 
such collections shall be deposited into the 
Fund, and the Secretary, as provided herein, 
may use such collections, as well as fees col-
lected under section 620, for necessary ex-
penses of such Act: Provided further, That, 
notwithstanding the requirements of section 
620 of such Act, the Secretary may carry out 
responsibilities of the Secretary under such 
Act through the use of approved service pro-
viders that are paid directly by the recipi-
ents of their services. 

FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 
MUTUAL MORTGAGE INSURANCE PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
New commitments to guarantee single 

family loans insured under the Mutual Mort-
gage Insurance Fund shall not exceed 
$400,000,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That during fis-
cal year 2016, obligations to make direct 
loans to carry out the purposes of section 
204(g) of the National Housing Act, as 
amended, shall not exceed $5,000,000: Provided 
further, That the foregoing amount in the 
previous proviso shall be for loans to non-
profit and governmental entities in connec-
tion with sales of single family real prop-
erties owned by the Secretary and formerly 
insured under the Mutual Mortgage Insur-
ance Fund: Provided further, That for admin-
istrative contract expenses of the Federal 
Housing Administration, $130,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2017: Pro-
vided further, That to the extent guaranteed 
loan commitments exceed $200,000,000,000 on 
or before April 1, 2016, an additional $1,400 for 
administrative contract expenses shall be 
available for each $1,000,000 in additional 
guaranteed loan commitments (including a 
pro rata amount for any amount below 
$1,000,000), but in no case shall funds made 
available by this proviso exceed $30,000,000. 
GENERAL AND SPECIAL RISK PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

New commitments to guarantee loans in-
sured under the General and Special Risk In-
surance Funds, as authorized by sections 238 
and 519 of the National Housing Act (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–3 and 1735c), shall not exceed 
$30,000,000,000 in total loan principal, any 
part of which is to be guaranteed, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That during fiscal year 2016, gross obliga-
tions for the principal amount of direct 
loans, as authorized by sections 204(g), 207(l), 
238, and 519(a) of the National Housing Act, 
shall not exceed $5,000,000, which shall be for 
loans to nonprofit and governmental entities 
in connection with the sale of single family 
real properties owned by the Secretary and 
formerly insured under such Act. 

GOVERNMENT NATIONAL MORTGAGE 
ASSOCIATION 

GUARANTEES OF MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES 
LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

New commitments to issue guarantees to 
carry out the purposes of section 306 of the 
National Housing Act, as amended (12 U.S.C. 
1721(g)), shall not exceed $500,000,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2017: 
Provided, That $23,000,000 shall be available 
for necessary salaries and expenses of the Of-
fice of Government National Mortgage Asso-
ciation: Provided further, That to the extent 
that guaranteed loan commitments exceed 
$155,000,000,000 on or before April 1, 2016, an 
additional $100 for necessary salaries and ex-
penses shall be available until expended for 
each $1,000,000 in additional guaranteed loan 
commitments (including a pro rata amount 
for any amount below $1,000,000), but in no 
case shall funds made available by this pro-
viso exceed $3,000,000: Provided further, That 
receipts from Commitment and Multiclass 
fees collected pursuant to title III of the Na-
tional Housing Act, as amended, shall be 

credited as offsetting collections to this ac-
count. 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 

For contracts, grants, and necessary ex-
penses of programs of research and studies 
relating to housing and urban problems, not 
otherwise provided for, as authorized by title 
V of the Housing and Urban Development 
Act of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 1701z–1 et seq.), includ-
ing carrying out the functions of the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
under section 1(a)(1)(i) of Reorganization 
Plan No. 2 of 1968, and for technical assist-
ance, $85,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017: Provided, That with re-
spect to amounts made available under this 
heading, notwithstanding section 204 of this 
title, the Secretary may enter into coopera-
tive agreements funded with philanthropic 
entities, other Federal agencies, or State or 
local governments and their agencies for re-
search projects: Provided further, That with 
respect to the previous proviso, such part-
ners to the cooperative agreements must 
contribute at least a 50 percent match to-
ward the cost of the project: Provided further, 
That for non-competitive agreements en-
tered into in accordance with the previous 
two provisos, the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development shall comply with sec-
tion 2(b) of the Federal Funding Account-
ability and Transparency Act of 2006 (Public 
Law 109–282, 31 U.S.C. note) in lieu of compli-
ance with section 102(a)(4)(C) with respect to 
documentation of award decisions: Provided 
further, That prior to obligation of technical 
assistance funding, the Secretary shall sub-
mit a plan, for approval, to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations on 
how it will allocate funding for this activity. 

FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

FAIR HOUSING ACTIVITIES 

For contracts, grants, and other assist-
ance, not otherwise provided for, as author-
ized by title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1968, as amended by the Fair Housing 
Amendments Act of 1988, and section 561 of 
the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1987, as amended, $65,300,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2017: Provided, 
That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, the Sec-
retary may assess and collect fees to cover 
the costs of the Fair Housing Training Acad-
emy, and may use such funds to provide such 
training: Provided further, That no funds 
made available under this heading shall be 
used to lobby the executive or legislative 
branches of the Federal Government in con-
nection with a specific contract, grant, or 
loan: Provided further, That of the funds 
made available under this heading, $300,000 
shall be available to the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development for the creation 
and promotion of translated materials and 
other programs that support the assistance 
of persons with limited English proficiency 
in utilizing the services provided by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. 

OFFICE OF LEAD HAZARD CONTROL AND 
HEALTHY HOMES 

LEAD HAZARD REDUCTION 

For the Lead Hazard Reduction Program, 
as authorized by section 1011 of the Residen-
tial Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act 
of 1992, $110,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2017, of which $20,000,000 shall 
be for the Healthy Homes Initiative, pursu-
ant to sections 501 and 502 of the Housing and 
Urban Development Act of 1970 that shall in-
clude research, studies, testing, and dem-
onstration efforts, including education and 
outreach concerning lead-based paint poi-
soning and other housing-related diseases 

and hazards: Provided, That for purposes of 
environmental review, pursuant to the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and other provisions of 
the law that further the purposes of such 
Act, a grant under the Healthy Homes Initia-
tive, or the Lead Technical Studies program 
under this heading or under prior appropria-
tions Acts for such purposes under this head-
ing, shall be considered to be funds for a spe-
cial project for purposes of section 305(c) of 
the Multifamily Housing Property Disposi-
tion Reform Act of 1994: Provided further, 
That of the total amount made available 
under this heading, $45,000,000 shall be made 
available on a competitive basis for areas 
with the highest lead paint abatement needs: 
Provided further, That each recipient of funds 
provided under the previous proviso shall 
contribute an amount not less than 25 per-
cent of the total: Provided further, That each 
applicant shall certify adequate capacity 
that is acceptable to the Secretary to carry 
out the proposed use of funds pursuant to a 
notice of funding availability: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts made available under 
this heading in this or prior appropriations 
Acts, and that still remain available, may be 
used for any purpose under this heading not-
withstanding the purpose for which such 
amounts were appropriated if a program 
competition is undersubscribed and there are 
other program competitions under this head-
ing that are oversubscribed. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FUND 
For the development of, modifications to, 

and infrastructure for Department-wide and 
program-specific information technology 
systems, for the continuing operation and 
maintenance of both Department-wide and 
program-specific information systems, and 
for program-related maintenance activities, 
$250,000,000, shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2017: Provided, That any amounts 
transferred to this Fund under this Act shall 
remain available until expended: Provided 
further, That any amounts transferred to 
this Fund from amounts appropriated by pre-
viously enacted appropriations Acts may be 
used for the purposes specified under this 
Fund, in addition to any other information 
technology purposes for which such amounts 
were appropriated. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary salaries and expenses of the 

Office of Inspector General in carrying out 
the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amend-
ed, $126,000,000: Provided, That the Inspector 
General shall have independent authority 
over all personnel issues within this office. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

SEC. 201. Fifty percent of the amounts of 
budget authority, or in lieu thereof 50 per-
cent of the cash amounts associated with 
such budget authority, that are recaptured 
from projects described in section 1012(a) of 
the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assist-
ance Amendments Act of 1988 (42 U.S.C. 1437 
note) shall be rescinded or in the case of 
cash, shall be remitted to the Treasury, and 
such amounts of budget authority or cash re-
captured and not rescinded or remitted to 
the Treasury shall be used by State housing 
finance agencies or local governments or 
local housing agencies with projects ap-
proved by the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development for which settlement oc-
curred after January 1, 1992, in accordance 
with such section. Notwithstanding the pre-
vious sentence, the Secretary may award up 
to 15 percent of the budget authority or cash 
recaptured and not rescinded or remitted to 
the Treasury to provide project owners with 
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incentives to refinance their project at a 
lower interest rate. 

SEC. 202. None of the amounts made avail-
able under this Act may be used during fiscal 
year 2016 to investigate or prosecute under 
the Fair Housing Act any otherwise lawful 
activity engaged in by one or more persons, 
including the filing or maintaining of a non-
frivolous legal action, that is engaged in 
solely for the purpose of achieving or pre-
venting action by a Government official or 
entity, or a court of competent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 203. Sections 203 and 209 of division C 
of Public Law 112–55 (125 Stat. 693–694) shall 
apply during fiscal year 2016 as if such sec-
tions were included in this title, except that 
during such fiscal year such sections shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2016’’ for 
‘‘fiscal year 2011’’ and for ‘‘fiscal year 2012’’ 
each place such terms appear, and shall be 
amended to reflect revised delineations of 
statistical areas established by the Office of 
Management and Budget pursuant to 44 
U.S.C. 3504(e)(3), 31 U.S.C. 1104(d), and Execu-
tive Order No. 10253. 

SEC. 204. Except as explicitly provided in 
law, any grant, cooperative agreement or 
other assistance made pursuant to title II of 
this Act shall be made on a competitive basis 
and in accordance with section 102 of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
Reform Act of 1989 (42 U.S.C. 3545). 

SEC. 205. Funds of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development subject to the 
Government Corporation Control Act or sec-
tion 402 of the Housing Act of 1950 shall be 
available, without regard to the limitations 
on administrative expenses, for legal serv-
ices on a contract or fee basis, and for uti-
lizing and making payment for services and 
facilities of the Federal National Mortgage 
Association, Government National Mortgage 
Association, Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation, Federal Financing Bank, Fed-
eral Reserve banks or any member thereof, 
Federal Home Loan banks, and any insured 
bank within the meaning of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation Act, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 1811–1). 

SEC. 206. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or through a reprogramming of 
funds, no part of any appropriation for the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall be available for any program, 
project or activity in excess of amounts set 
forth in the budget estimates submitted to 
Congress. 

SEC. 207. Corporations and agencies of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment which are subject to the Government 
Corporation Control Act are hereby author-
ized to make such expenditures, within the 
limits of funds and borrowing authority 
available to each such corporation or agency 
and in accordance with law, and to make 
such contracts and commitments without re-
gard to fiscal year limitations as provided by 
section 104 of such Act as may be necessary 
in carrying out the programs set forth in the 
budget for 2016 for such corporation or agen-
cy except as hereinafter provided: Provided, 
That collections of these corporations and 
agencies may be used for new loan or mort-
gage purchase commitments only to the ex-
tent expressly provided for in this Act (un-
less such loans are in support of other forms 
of assistance provided for in this or prior ap-
propriations Acts), except that this proviso 
shall not apply to the mortgage insurance or 
guaranty operations of these corporations, 
or where loans or mortgage purchases are 
necessary to protect the financial interest of 
the United States Government. 

SEC. 208. The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development shall provide quarterly 
reports to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations regarding all uncommit-
ted, unobligated, recaptured and excess funds 

in each program and activity within the ju-
risdiction of the Department and shall sub-
mit additional, updated budget information 
to these Committees upon request. 

SEC. 209. The President’s formal budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2017, as well as the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment’s congressional budget justifications to 
be submitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, shall use the identical ac-
count and sub-account structure provided 
under this Act. 

SEC. 210. A public housing agency or such 
other entity that administers Federal hous-
ing assistance for the Housing Authority of 
the county of Los Angeles, California, and 
the States of Alaska, Iowa, and Mississippi 
shall not be required to include a resident of 
public housing or a recipient of assistance 
provided under section 8 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 on the board of directors 
or a similar governing board of such agency 
or entity as required under section (2)(b) of 
such Act. Each public housing agency or 
other entity that administers Federal hous-
ing assistance under section 8 for the Hous-
ing Authority of the county of Los Angeles, 
California and the States of Alaska, Iowa 
and Mississippi that chooses not to include a 
resident of public housing or a recipient of 
section 8 assistance on the board of directors 
or a similar governing board shall establish 
an advisory board of not less than six resi-
dents of public housing or recipients of sec-
tion 8 assistance to provide advice and com-
ment to the public housing agency or other 
administering entity on issues related to 
public housing and section 8. Such advisory 
board shall meet not less than quarterly. 

SEC. 211. No funds provided under this title 
may be used for an audit of the Government 
National Mortgage Association that makes 
applicable requirements under the Federal 
Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et 
seq.). 

SEC. 212. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, subject to the conditions 
listed under this section, for fiscal years 2016 
and 2017, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development may authorize the transfer of 
some or all project-based assistance, debt 
held or insured by the Secretary and statu-
torily required low-income and very low-in-
come use restrictions if any, associated with 
one or more multifamily housing project or 
projects to another multifamily housing 
project or projects. 

(b) PHASED TRANSFERS.—Transfers of 
project-based assistance under this section 
may be done in phases to accommodate the 
financing and other requirements related to 
rehabilitating or constructing the project or 
projects to which the assistance is trans-
ferred, to ensure that such project or 
projects meet the standards under subsection 
(c). 

(c) The transfer authorized in subsection 
(a) is subject to the following conditions: 

(1) NUMBER AND BEDROOM SIZE OF UNITS.— 
(A) For occupied units in the transferring 

project: The number of low-income and very 
low-income units and the configuration (i.e., 
bedroom size) provided by the transferring 
project shall be no less than when trans-
ferred to the receiving project or projects 
and the net dollar amount of Federal assist-
ance provided to the transferring project 
shall remain the same in the receiving 
project or projects. 

(B) For unoccupied units in the transfer-
ring project: The Secretary may authorize a 
reduction in the number of dwelling units in 
the receiving project or projects to allow for 
a reconfiguration of bedroom sizes to meet 
current market demands, as determined by 
the Secretary and provided there is no in-
crease in the project-based assistance budget 
authority. 

(2) The transferring project shall, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, be either physically 
obsolete or economically nonviable. 

(3) The receiving project or projects shall 
meet or exceed applicable physical standards 
established by the Secretary. 

(4) The owner or mortgagor of the transfer-
ring project shall notify and consult with the 
tenants residing in the transferring project 
and provide a certification of approval by all 
appropriate local governmental officials. 

(5) The tenants of the transferring project 
who remain eligible for assistance to be pro-
vided by the receiving project or projects 
shall not be required to vacate their units in 
the transferring project or projects until new 
units in the receiving project are available 
for occupancy. 

(6) The Secretary determines that this 
transfer is in the best interest of the tenants. 

(7) If either the transferring project or the 
receiving project or projects meets the con-
dition specified in subsection (d)(2)(A), any 
lien on the receiving project resulting from 
additional financing obtained by the owner 
shall be subordinate to any FHA-insured 
mortgage lien transferred to, or placed on, 
such project by the Secretary, except that 
the Secretary may waive this requirement 
upon determination that such a waiver is 
necessary to facilitate the financing of ac-
quisition, construction, and/or rehabilitation 
of the receiving project or projects. 

(8) If the transferring project meets the re-
quirements of subsection (d)(2), the owner or 
mortgagor of the receiving project or 
projects shall execute and record either a 
continuation of the existing use agreement 
or a new use agreement for the project 
where, in either case, any use restrictions in 
such agreement are of no lesser duration 
than the existing use restrictions. 

(9) The transfer does not increase the cost 
(as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, as amended) of any 
FHA-insured mortgage, except to the extent 
that appropriations are provided in advance 
for the amount of any such increased cost. 

(d) For purposes of this section— 
(1) the terms ‘‘low-income’’ and ‘‘very low- 

income’’ shall have the meanings provided 
by the statute and/or regulations governing 
the program under which the project is in-
sured or assisted; 

(2) the term ‘‘multifamily housing project’’ 
means housing that meets one of the fol-
lowing conditions— 

(A) housing that is subject to a mortgage 
insured under the National Housing Act; 

(B) housing that has project-based assist-
ance attached to the structure including 
projects undergoing mark to market debt re-
structuring under the Multifamily Assisted 
Housing Reform and Affordability Housing 
Act; 

(C) housing that is assisted under section 
202 of the Housing Act of 1959, as amended by 
section 801 of the Cranston-Gonzales Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act; 

(D) housing that is assisted under section 
202 of the Housing Act of 1959, as such sec-
tion existed before the enactment of the 
Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable 
Housing Act; 

(E) housing that is assisted under section 
811 of the Cranston-Gonzales National Af-
fordable Housing Act; or 

(F) housing or vacant land that is subject 
to a use agreement; 

(3) the term ‘‘project-based assistance’’ 
means— 

(A) assistance provided under section 8(b) 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937; 

(B) assistance for housing constructed or 
substantially rehabilitated pursuant to as-
sistance provided under section 8(b)(2) of 
such Act (as such section existed imme-
diately before October 1, 1983); 
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(C) rent supplement payments under sec-

tion 101 of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1965; 

(D) interest reduction payments under sec-
tion 236 and/or additional assistance pay-
ments under section 236(f)(2) of the National 
Housing Act; 

(E) assistance payments made under sec-
tion 202(c)(2) of the Housing Act of 1959; and 

(F) assistance payments made under sec-
tion 811(d)(2) of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act; 

(4) the term ‘‘receiving project or projects’’ 
means the multifamily housing project or 
projects to which some or all of the project- 
based assistance, debt, and statutorily re-
quired low-income and very low-income use 
restrictions are to be transferred; 

(5) the term ‘‘transferring project’’ means 
the multifamily housing project which is 
transferring some or all of the project-based 
assistance, debt, and the statutorily required 
low-income and very low-income use restric-
tions to the receiving project or projects; 
and 

(6) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development. 

(e) PUBLIC NOTICE AND RESEARCH REPORT.— 
(1) The Secretary shall publish by notice in 

the Federal Register the terms and condi-
tions, including criteria for HUD approval, of 
transfers pursuant to this section no later 
than 30 days before the effective date of such 
notice. 

(2) The Secretary shall conduct an evalua-
tion of the transfer authority under this sec-
tion, including the effect of such transfers on 
the operational efficiency, contract rents, 
physical and financial conditions, and long- 
term preservation of the affected properties. 

SEC. 213. (a) No assistance shall be provided 
under section 8 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) to any individual 
who— 

(1) is enrolled as a student at an institu-
tion of higher education (as defined under 
section 102 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)); 

(2) is under 24 years of age; 
(3) is not a veteran; 
(4) is unmarried; 
(5) does not have a dependent child; 
(6) is not a person with disabilities, as such 

term is defined in section 3(b)(3)(E) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437a(b)(3)(E)) and was not receiving assist-
ance under such section 8 as of November 30, 
2005; and 

(7) is not otherwise individually eligible, or 
has parents who, individually or jointly, are 
not eligible, to receive assistance under sec-
tion 8 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f). 

(b) For purposes of determining the eligi-
bility of a person to receive assistance under 
section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f), any financial assistance 
(in excess of amounts received for tuition 
and any other required fees and charges) 
that an individual receives under the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), 
from private sources, or an institution of 
higher education (as defined under the High-
er Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)), 
shall be considered income to that indi-
vidual, except for a person over the age of 23 
with dependent children. 

SEC. 214. The funds made available for Na-
tive Alaskans under the heading ‘‘Native 
American Housing Block Grants’’ in title II 
of this Act shall be allocated to the same Na-
tive Alaskan housing block grant recipients 
that received funds in fiscal year 2005. 

SEC. 215. Notwithstanding the limitation in 
the first sentence of section 255(g) of the Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1715z–20(g)), the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment may, until September 30, 2016, insure 

and enter into commitments to insure mort-
gages under such section 255. 

SEC. 216. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, in fiscal year 2016, in managing 
and disposing of any multifamily property 
that is owned or has a mortgage held by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and during the process of foreclosure 
on any property with a contract for rental 
assistance payments under section 8 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 or other 
Federal programs, the Secretary shall main-
tain any rental assistance payments under 
section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 and other programs that are attached to 
any dwelling units in the property. To the 
extent the Secretary determines, in con-
sultation with the tenants and the local gov-
ernment, that such a multifamily property 
owned or held by the Secretary is not fea-
sible for continued rental assistance pay-
ments under such section 8 or other pro-
grams, based on consideration of (1) the costs 
of rehabilitating and operating the property 
and all available Federal, State, and local re-
sources, including rent adjustments under 
section 524 of the Multifamily Assisted Hous-
ing Reform and Affordability Act of 1997 
(‘‘MAHRAA’’) and (2) environmental condi-
tions that cannot be remedied in a cost-ef-
fective fashion, the Secretary may, in con-
sultation with the tenants of that property, 
contract for project-based rental assistance 
payments with an owner or owners of other 
existing housing properties, or provide other 
rental assistance. The Secretary shall also 
take appropriate steps to ensure that 
project-based contracts remain in effect 
prior to foreclosure, subject to the exercise 
of contractual abatement remedies to assist 
relocation of tenants for imminent major 
threats to health and safety after written 
notice to and informed consent of the af-
fected tenants and use of other available 
remedies, such as partial abatements or re-
ceivership. After disposition of any multi-
family property described under this section, 
the contract and allowable rent levels on 
such properties shall be subject to the re-
quirements under section 524 of MAHRAA. 

SEC. 217. The commitment authority fund-
ed by fees as provided under the heading 
‘‘Community Development Loan Guarantees 
Program Account’’ may be used to guar-
antee, or make commitments to guarantee, 
notes, or other obligations issued by any 
State on behalf of non-entitlement commu-
nities in the State in accordance with the re-
quirements of section 108 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974: Pro-
vided, That any State receiving such a guar-
antee or commitment shall distribute all 
funds subject to such guarantee to the units 
of general local government in non-entitle-
ment areas that received the commitment. 

SEC. 218. Public housing agencies that own 
and operate 400 or fewer public housing units 
may elect to be exempt from any asset man-
agement requirement imposed by the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development in 
connection with the operating fund rule: Pro-
vided, That an agency seeking a discontinu-
ance of a reduction of subsidy under the op-
erating fund formula shall not be exempt 
from asset management requirements. 

SEC. 219. With respect to the use of 
amounts provided in this Act and in future 
Acts for the operation, capital improvement 
and management of public housing as au-
thorized by sections 9(d) and 9(e) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437g(d) and (e)), the Secretary shall not im-
pose any requirement or guideline relating 
to asset management that restricts or limits 
in any way the use of capital funds for cen-
tral office costs pursuant to section 9(g)(1) or 
9(g)(2) of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g(g)(1), (2)): Provided, That 

a public housing agency may not use capital 
funds authorized under section 9(d) for ac-
tivities that are eligible under section 9(e) 
for assistance with amounts from the oper-
ating fund in excess of the amounts per-
mitted under section 9(g)(1) or 9(g)(2). 

SEC. 220. No official or employee of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
shall be designated as an allotment holder 
unless the Office of the Chief Financial Offi-
cer has determined that such allotment hold-
er has implemented an adequate system of 
funds control and has received training in 
funds control procedures and directives. The 
Chief Financial Officer shall ensure that 
there is a trained allotment holder for each 
HUD sub-office under the accounts ‘‘Execu-
tive Offices’’ and ‘‘Administrative Support 
Offices,’’ as well as each account receiving 
appropriations for ‘‘Program Office Salaries 
and Expenses’’, ‘‘Government National Mort-
gage Association—Guarantees of Mortgage- 
Backed Securities Loan Guarantee Program 
Account’’, and ‘‘Office of Inspector General’’ 
within the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

SEC. 221. The Secretary of the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development shall, for 
fiscal year 2016, notify the public through 
the Federal Register and other means, as de-
termined appropriate, of the issuance of a 
notice of the availability of assistance or no-
tice of funding availability (NOFA) for any 
program or discretionary fund administered 
by the Secretary that is to be competitively 
awarded. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, for fiscal year 2016, the Secretary 
may make the NOFA available only on the 
Internet at the appropriate Government web 
site or through other electronic media, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 222. Payment of attorney fees in pro-
gram-related litigation shall be paid from 
the individual program office and Office of 
General Counsel salaries and expenses appro-
priations. The annual budget submission for 
the program offices and the Office of General 
Counsel shall include any such projected liti-
gation costs for attorney fees as a separate 
line item request. No funds provided in this 
title may be used to pay any such litigation 
costs for attorney fees until the Department 
submits for review a spending plan for such 
costs to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations. 

SEC. 223. The Secretary is authorized to 
transfer up to 10 percent or $4,000,000, which-
ever is less, of funds appropriated for any of-
fice under the heading ‘‘Administrative Sup-
port Offices’’ or for any account under the 
general heading ‘‘Program Office Salaries 
and Expenses’’ to any other such office or ac-
count: Provided, That no appropriation for 
any such office or account shall be increased 
or decreased by more than 10 percent or 
$4,000,000, whichever is less, without prior 
written approval of the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall provide notifi-
cation to such Committees three business 
days in advance of any such transfers under 
this section up to 10 percent or $4,000,000, 
whichever is less. 

SEC. 224. The Disaster Housing Assistance 
Programs, administered by the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, shall be 
considered a ‘‘program of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’’ under sec-
tion 904 of the McKinney Act for the purpose 
of income verifications and matching. 

SEC. 225. (a) The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development shall take the required 
actions under subsection (b) when a multi-
family housing project with a section 8 con-
tract or contract for similar project-based 
assistance: 

(1) receives a Real Estate Assessment Cen-
ter (REAC) score of 30 or less; or 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00243 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9620 December 17, 2015 
(2) receives a REAC score between 31 and 59 

and: 
(A) fails to certify in writing to HUD with-

in 60 days that all deficiencies have been cor-
rected; or 

(B) receives consecutive scores of less than 
60 on REAC inspections. 
Such requirements shall apply to insured 
and noninsured projects with assistance at-
tached to the units under section 8 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f), but do not apply to such units assisted 
under section 8(o)(13) (42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)(13)) 
or to public housing units assisted with cap-
ital or operating funds under section 9 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437g). 

(b) The Secretary shall take the following 
required actions as authorized under sub-
section (a): 

(1) The Secretary shall notify the owner 
and provide an opportunity for response 
within 30 days. If the violations remain, the 
Secretary shall develop a Compliance, Dis-
position and Enforcement Plan within 60 
days, with a specified timetable for cor-
recting all deficiencies. The Secretary shall 
provide notice of the Plan to the owner, ten-
ants, the local government, any mortgagees, 
and any contract administrator. 

(2) At the end of the term of the Compli-
ance, Disposition and Enforcement Plan, if 
the owner fails to fully comply with such 
plan, the Secretary may require immediate 
replacement of project management with a 
management agent approved by the Sec-
retary, and shall take one or more of the fol-
lowing actions, and provide additional notice 
of those actions to the owner and the parties 
specified above: 

(A) impose civil money penalties; 
(B) abate the section 8 contract, including 

partial abatement, as determined by the Sec-
retary, until all deficiencies have been cor-
rected; 

(C) pursue transfer of the project to an 
owner, approved by the Secretary under es-
tablished procedures, which will be obligated 
to promptly make all required repairs and to 
accept renewal of the assistance contract as 
long as such renewal is offered; or 

(D) seek judicial appointment of a receiver 
to manage the property and cure all project 
deficiencies or seek a judicial order of spe-
cific performance requiring the owner to 
cure all project deficiencies. 

(c) The Secretary shall also take appro-
priate steps to ensure that project-based con-
tracts remain in effect, subject to the exer-
cise of contractual abatement remedies to 
assist relocation of tenants for imminent 
major threats to health and safety after 
written notice to and informed consent of 
the affected tenants and use of other rem-
edies set forth above. To the extent the Sec-
retary determines, in consultation with the 
tenants and the local government, that the 
property is not feasible for continued rental 
assistance payments under such section 8 or 
other programs, based on consideration of (1) 
the costs of rehabilitating and operating the 
property and all available Federal, State, 
and local resources, including rent adjust-
ments under section 524 of the Multifamily 
Assisted Housing Reform and Affordability 
Act of 1997 (‘‘MAHRAA’’) and (2) environ-
mental conditions that cannot be remedied 
in a cost-effective fashion, the Secretary 
may, in consultation with the tenants of 
that property, contract for project-based 
rental assistance payments with an owner or 
owners of other existing housing properties, 
or provide other rental assistance. The Sec-
retary shall report semi-annually on all 
properties covered by this section that are 
assessed through the Real Estate Assessment 
Center and have physical inspection scores of 
less than 30 or have consecutive physical in-

spection scores of less than 60. The report 
shall include: 

(1) The enforcement actions being taken to 
address such conditions, including imposi-
tion of civil money penalties and termi-
nation of subsidies, and identify properties 
that have such conditions multiple times; 
and 

(2) Actions that the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development is taking to pro-
tect tenants of such identified properties. 

SEC. 226. None of the funds made available 
by this Act, or any other Act, for purposes 
authorized under section 8 (only with respect 
to the tenant-based rental assistance pro-
gram) and section 9 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437 et seq.), 
may be used by any public housing agency 
for any amount of salary, including bonuses, 
for the chief executive officer of which, or 
any other official or employee of which, that 
exceeds the annual rate of basic pay payable 
for a position at level IV of the Executive 
Schedule at any time during any public 
housing agency fiscal year 2016. 

SEC. 227. None of the funds in this Act may 
be available for the doctoral dissertation re-
search grant program at the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

SEC. 228. Section 24 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437v) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (m)(1), by striking ‘‘fiscal 
year’’ and all that follows through the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2016.’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (o), by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember’’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘September 30, 
2016.’’. 

SEC. 229. None of the funds in this Act pro-
vided to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development may be used to make a 
grant award unless the Secretary notifies 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations not less than 3 full business days 
before any project, State, locality, housing 
authority, tribe, nonprofit organization, or 
other entity selected to receive a grant 
award is announced by the Department or its 
offices. 

SEC. 230. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to require or enforce 
the Physical Needs Assessment (PNA). 

SEC. 231. None of the funds made available 
by this Act nor any receipts or amounts col-
lected under any Federal Housing Adminis-
tration program may be used to implement 
the Homeowners Armed with Knowledge 
(HAWK) program. 

SEC. 232. None of the funds made available 
in this Act shall be used by the Federal 
Housing Administration, the Government 
National Mortgage Administration, or the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to insure, securitize, or establish a 
Federal guarantee of any mortgage or mort-
gage backed security that refinances or oth-
erwise replaces a mortgage that has been 
subject to eminent domain condemnation or 
seizure, by a State, municipality, or any 
other political subdivision of a State. 

SEC. 233. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to terminate the 
status of a unit of general local government 
as a metropolitan city (as defined in section 
102 of the Housing and Community Develop-
ment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302)) with respect 
to grants under section 106 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 5306). 

SEC. 234. Amounts made available under 
this Act which are either appropriated, allo-
cated, advanced on a reimbursable basis, or 
transferred to the Office of Policy Develop-
ment and Research in the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development and func-
tions thereof, for research, evaluation, or 
statistical purposes, and which are unex-

pended at the time of completion of a con-
tract, grant, or cooperative agreement, may 
be deobligated and shall immediately be-
come available and may be reobligated in 
that fiscal year or the subsequent fiscal year 
for the research, evaluation, or statistical 
purposes for which the amounts are made 
available to that Office subject to re-
programming requirements in section 405 of 
this Act. 

SEC. 235. Subsection (b) of section 225 of the 
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12755) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sen-
tence: ‘‘Such 30-day waiting period is not re-
quired if the grounds for the termination or 
refusal to renew involve a direct threat to 
the safety of the tenants or employees of the 
housing, or an imminent and serious threat 
to the property (and the termination or re-
fusal to renew is in accordance with the re-
quirements of State or local law).’’. 

SEC. 236. None of the funds under this title 
may be used for awards, including perform-
ance, special act, or spot, for any employee 
of the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment who is subject to administrative 
discipline in fiscal year 2016, including sus-
pension from work. 

SEC. 237. The language under the heading 
‘‘Rental Assistance Demonstration’’ in the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Appropriations Act, 2012 (Public Law 
112–55) is amended: 

(1) In proviso eighteen, by inserting ‘‘for 
fiscal year 2012 and hereafter,’’ after ‘‘Pro-
vided further, That’’; and 

(2) In proviso nineteen, by striking ‘‘, 
which may extend beyond fiscal year 2016 as 
necessary to allow processing of all timely 
applications,’’. 

SEC. 238. Section 526 (12 U.S.C. 1735f–4) of 
the National Housing Act is amended by in-
serting at the end of subsection (b): 

‘‘(c) The Secretary may establish an excep-
tion to any minimum property standard es-
tablished under this section in order to ad-
dress alternative water systems, including 
cisterns, which meet requirements of State 
and local building codes that ensure health 
and safety standards.’’. 

SEC. 239. The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development shall increase, pursuant 
to this section, the number of Moving to 
Work agencies authorized under section 204, 
title II, of the Departments of Veterans Af-
fairs and Housing and Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1996 (Public Law 104–134; 110 Stat. 1321) 
by adding to the program 100 public housing 
agencies that are designated as high per-
forming agencies under the Public Housing 
Assessment System (PHAS) or the Section 
Eight Management Assessment Program 
(SEMAP). No public housing agency shall be 
granted this designation through this sec-
tion that administers in excess of 27,000 ag-
gregate housing vouchers and public housing 
units. Of the agencies selected under this 
section, no less than 50 shall administer 1,000 
or fewer aggregate housing voucher and pub-
lic housing units, no less than 47 shall ad-
minister 1,001-6,000 aggregate housing vouch-
er and public housing units, and no more 
than 3 shall administer 6,001–27,000 aggregate 
housing voucher and public housing units. Of 
the 100 agencies selected under this section, 
five shall be agencies with portfolio awards 
under the Rental Assistance Demonstration 
that meet the other requirements of this sec-
tion, including current designations as high 
performing agencies or such designations 
held immediately prior to such portfolio 
awards. Selection of agencies under this sec-
tion shall be based on ensuring the geo-
graphic diversity of Moving to Work agen-
cies. In addition to the preceding selection 
criteria, agencies shall be designated by the 
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Secretary over a 7-year period. The Sec-
retary shall establish a research advisory 
committee which shall advise the Secretary 
with respect to specific policy proposals and 
methods of research and evaluation for the 
demonstration. The advisory committee 
shall include program and research experts 
from the Department, a fair representation 
of agencies with a Moving to Work designa-
tion, and independent subject matter experts 
in housing policy research. For each cohort 
of agencies receiving a designation under 
this heading, the Secretary shall direct one 
specific policy change to be implemented by 
the agencies, and with the approval of the 
Secretary, such agencies may implement ad-
ditional policy changes. All agencies des-
ignated under this section shall be evaluated 
through rigorous research as determined by 
the Secretary, and shall provide information 
requested by the Secretary to support such 
oversight and evaluation, including the tar-
geted policy changes. Research and evalua-
tion shall be coordinated under the direction 
of the Secretary, and in consultation with 
the advisory committee, and findings shall 
be shared broadly. The Secretary shall con-
sult the advisory committee with respect to 
policy changes that have proven successful 
and can be applied more broadly to all public 
housing agencies, and propose any necessary 
statutory changes. The Secretary may, at 
the request of a Moving to Work agency and 
one or more adjacent public housing agen-
cies in the same area, designate that Moving 
to Work agency as a regional agency. A re-
gional Moving to Work agency may admin-
ister the assistance under sections 8 and 9 of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437f and g) for the participating agen-
cies within its region pursuant to the terms 
of its Moving to Work agreement with the 
Secretary. The Secretary may agree to ex-
tend the term of the agreement and to make 
any necessary changes to accommodate re-
gionalization. A Moving to Work agency may 
be selected as a regional agency if the Sec-
retary determines that unified administra-
tion of assistance under sections 8 and 9 by 
that agency across multiple jurisdictions 
will lead to efficiencies and to greater hous-
ing choice for low-income persons in the re-
gion. For purposes of this expansion, in addi-
tion to the provisions of the Act retained in 
section 204, section 8(r)(1) of the Act shall 
continue to apply unless the Secretary deter-
mines that waiver of this section is nec-
essary to implement comprehensive rent re-
form and occupancy policies subject to eval-
uation by the Secretary, and the waiver con-
tains, at a minimum, exceptions for requests 
to port due to employment, education, 
health and safety. No public housing agency 
granted this designation through this sec-
tion shall receive more funding under sec-
tions 8 or 9 of the United States Housing Act 
of 1937 than it otherwise would have received 
absent this designation. The Secretary shall 
extend the current Moving to Work agree-
ments of previously designated participating 
agencies until the end of each such agency’s 
fiscal year 2028 under the same terms and 
conditions of such current agreements, ex-
cept for any changes to such terms or condi-
tions otherwise mutually agreed upon by the 
Secretary and any such agency and such ex-
tension agreements shall prohibit any statu-
tory offset of any reserve balances equal to 4 
months of operating expenses. Any such re-
serve balances that exceed such amount 
shall remain available to any such agency 
for all permissible purposes under such 
agreement unless subject to a statutory off-
set. In addition to other reporting require-
ments, all Moving to Work agencies shall re-
port financial data to the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development as specified 
by the Secretary, so that the effect of Mov-
ing to Work policy changes can be measured. 

SEC. 240. (a) AUTHORITY.—Subject to the 
conditions in subsection (d), the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development may au-
thorize, in response to requests received in 
fiscal years 2016 through 2020, the transfer of 
some or all project-based assistance, tenant- 
based assistance, capital advances, debt, and 
statutorily required use restrictions from 
housing assisted under section 811 of the 
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013) to other new or 
existing housing, which may include 
projects, units, and other types of housing, 
as permitted by the Secretary. 

(b) CAPITAL ADVANCES.—Interest shall not 
be due and repayment of a capital advance 
shall not be triggered by a transfer pursuant 
to this section. 

(c) PHASED AND PROPORTIONAL TRANS-
FERS.— 

(1) Transfers under this section may be 
done in phases to accommodate the financ-
ing and other requirements related to reha-
bilitating or constructing the housing to 
which the assistance is transferred, to ensure 
that such housing meets the conditions 
under subsection (d). 

(2) The capital advance repayment require-
ments, use restrictions, rental assistance, 
and debt shall transfer proportionally from 
the transferring housing to the receiving 
housing. 

(d) CONDITIONS.—The transfers authorized 
by this section shall be subject to the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(1) the owner of the transferring housing 
shall demonstrate that the transfer is in 
compliance with applicable Federal, State, 
and local requirements regarding Housing 
for Persons with Disabilities and shall pro-
vide the Secretary with evidence of obtain-
ing any approvals related to housing disabled 
persons that are necessary under Federal, 
State, and local government requirements; 

(2) the owner of the transferring housing 
shall demonstrate to the Secretary that any 
transfer is in the best interest of the disabled 
residents by offering opportunities for in-
creased integration or less concentration of 
individuals with disabilities; 

(3) the owner of the transferring housing 
shall continue to provide the same number of 
units as approved for rental assistance by 
the Secretary in the receiving housing; 

(4) the owner of the transferring housing 
shall consult with the disabled residents in 
the transferring housing about any proposed 
transfer under this section and shall notify 
the residents of the transferring housing who 
are eligible for assistance to be provided in 
the receiving housing that they shall not be 
required to vacate the transferring housing 
until the receiving housing is available for 
occupancy; 

(5) the receiving housing shall meet or ex-
ceed applicable physical standards estab-
lished or adopted by the Secretary; and 

(6) if the receiving housing has a mortgage 
insured under title II of the National Hous-
ing Act, any lien on the receiving housing re-
sulting from additional financing shall be 
subordinate to any federally insured mort-
gage lien transferred to, or placed on, such 
housing, except that the Secretary may 
waive this requirement upon determination 
that such a waiver is necessary to facilitate 
the financing of acquisition, construction, or 
rehabilitation of the receiving housing. 

(e) PUBLIC NOTICE.—The Secretary shall 
publish a notice in the Federal Register of 
the terms and conditions, including criteria 
for the Department’s approval of transfers 
pursuant to this section no later than 30 
days before the effective date of such notice. 

SEC. 241. (a) Of the unobligated balances, 
including recaptures and carryover, remain-
ing from funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 

under the heading ‘‘General and Special Risk 
Program Account’’, and for the cost of guar-
anteed notes and other obligations under the 
heading ‘‘Native American Housing Block 
Grants’’, $12,000,000 is hereby permanently 
rescinded. 

(b) All unobligated balances, including re-
captures and carryover, remaining from 
funds appropriated to the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development under the 
headings ‘‘Rural Housing and Economic De-
velopment’’, and ‘‘Homeownership and Op-
portunity for People Everywhere Grants’’ 
are hereby permanently rescinded. 

SEC. 242. Funds made available in this title 
under the heading ‘‘Homeless Assistance 
Grants’’ may be used by the Secretary to 
participate in Performance Partnership Pi-
lots authorized in an appropriations Act for 
fiscal year 2016 as initially authorized under 
section 526 of division H of Public Law 113–76 
and extended under section 524 of division G 
of Public Law 113–235: Provided, That such 
participation shall be limited to no more 
than 10 continuums of care and housing ac-
tivities to improve outcomes for discon-
nected youth. 

SEC. 243. With respect to grant amounts 
awarded under the heading ‘‘Homeless As-
sistance Grants’’ for fiscal years 2015 and 2016 
for the Continuum of Care (CoC) program as 
authorized under subtitle C of title IV of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 
costs paid by program income of grant re-
cipients may count toward meeting the re-
cipient’s matching requirements, provided 
the costs are eligible CoC costs that supple-
ment the recipients CoC program. 

SEC. 244. With respect to funds appro-
priated under the ‘‘Community Development 
Fund’’ heading for formula allocation to 
states pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 5306(d), the Sec-
retary shall permit a jurisdiction to dem-
onstrate compliance with 42 U.S.C. 
5305(c)(2)(A) if it had been designated as ma-
jority low- and moderate-income pursuant to 
data from the 2000 decennial Census and it 
continues to have economic distress as evi-
denced by inclusion in a designated Rural 
Promise Zone or Distressed County as de-
fined by the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion. This section shall apply to any such 
state funds appropriated under such heading 
under this Act, in each fiscal year from 2017 
through 2020, and under prior appropriation 
Acts (with respect to any such allocated but 
uncommitted funds available to any such 
state). 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Housing and Urban Development Appro-
priations Act, 2016’’. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

ACCESS BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Access 
Board, as authorized by section 502 of the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 
$8,023,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, there may be 
credited to this appropriation funds received 
for publications and training expenses. 

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Mar-
itime Commission as authorized by section 
201(d) of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as 
amended (46 U.S.C. 307), including services as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles as authorized by 31 U.S.C. 
1343(b); and uniforms or allowances therefor, 
as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902, 
$25,660,000: Provided, That not to exceed $2,000 
shall be available for official reception and 
representation expenses. 
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NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General for the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation to carry out the pro-
visions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
as amended, $24,499,000: Provided, That the 
Inspector General shall have all necessary 
authority, in carrying out the duties speci-
fied in the Inspector General Act, as amend-
ed (5 U.S.C. App. 3), to investigate allega-
tions of fraud, including false statements to 
the government (18 U.S.C. 1001), by any per-
son or entity that is subject to regulation by 
the National Railroad Passenger Corpora-
tion: Provided further, That the Inspector 
General may enter into contracts and other 
arrangements for audits, studies, analyses, 
and other services with public agencies and 
with private persons, subject to the applica-
ble laws and regulations that govern the ob-
taining of such services within the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation: Provided 
further, That the Inspector General may se-
lect, appoint, and employ such officers and 
employees as may be necessary for carrying 
out the functions, powers, and duties of the 
Office of Inspector General, subject to the 
applicable laws and regulations that govern 
such selections, appointments, and employ-
ment within the Corporation: Provided fur-
ther, That concurrent with the President’s 
budget request for fiscal year 2017, the In-
spector General shall submit to the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations a 
budget request for fiscal year 2017 in similar 
format and substance to those submitted by 
executive agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles and aircraft; 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, but at 
rates for individuals not to exceed the per 
diem rate equivalent to the rate for a GS–15; 
uniforms, or allowances therefor, as author-
ized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901–5902), $105,170,000, of 
which not to exceed $2,000 may be used for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses. The amounts made available to the 
National Transportation Safety Board in 
this Act include amounts necessary to make 
lease payments on an obligation incurred in 
fiscal year 2001 for a capital lease. 

NEIGHBORHOOD REINVESTMENT CORPORATION 

PAYMENT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
REINVESTMENT CORPORATION 

For payment to the Neighborhood Rein-
vestment Corporation for use in neighbor-
hood reinvestment activities, as authorized 
by the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corpora-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 8101–8107), $135,000,000, of 
which $5,000,000 shall be for a multi-family 
rental housing program: Provided, That in 
addition, $40,000,000 shall be made available 
until expended to the Neighborhood Rein-
vestment Corporation for mortgage fore-
closure mitigation activities, under the fol-
lowing terms and conditions: 

(1) The Neighborhood Reinvestment Cor-
poration (NRC) shall make grants to coun-
seling intermediaries approved by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) (with match to be determined by NRC 
based on affordability and the economic con-
ditions of an area; a match also may be 
waived by NRC based on the aforementioned 
conditions) to provide mortgage foreclosure 
mitigation assistance primarily to States 
and areas with high rates of defaults and 
foreclosures to help eliminate the default 
and foreclosure of mortgages of owner-occu-

pied single-family homes that are at risk of 
such foreclosure. Other than areas with high 
rates of defaults and foreclosures, grants 
may also be provided to approved counseling 
intermediaries based on a geographic anal-
ysis of the Nation by NRC which determines 
where there is a prevalence of mortgages 
that are risky and likely to fail, including 
any trends for mortgages that are likely to 
default and face foreclosure. A State Housing 
Finance Agency may also be eligible where 
the State Housing Finance Agency meets all 
the requirements under this paragraph. A 
HUD-approved counseling intermediary shall 
meet certain mortgage foreclosure mitiga-
tion assistance counseling requirements, as 
determined by NRC, and shall be approved by 
HUD or NRC as meeting these requirements. 

(2) Mortgage foreclosure mitigation assist-
ance shall only be made available to home-
owners of owner-occupied homes with mort-
gages in default or in danger of default. 
These mortgages shall likely be subject to a 
foreclosure action and homeowners will be 
provided such assistance that shall consist of 
activities that are likely to prevent fore-
closures and result in the long-term afford-
ability of the mortgage retained pursuant to 
such activity or another positive outcome 
for the homeowner. No funds made available 
under this paragraph may be provided di-
rectly to lenders or homeowners to discharge 
outstanding mortgage balances or for any 
other direct debt reduction payments. 

(3) The use of mortgage foreclosure mitiga-
tion assistance by approved counseling inter-
mediaries and State Housing Finance Agen-
cies shall involve a reasonable analysis of 
the borrower’s financial situation, an evalua-
tion of the current value of the property that 
is subject to the mortgage, counseling re-
garding the assumption of the mortgage by 
another non-Federal party, counseling re-
garding the possible purchase of the mort-
gage by a non-Federal third party, coun-
seling and advice of all likely restructuring 
and refinancing strategies or the approval of 
a work-out strategy by all interested parties. 

(4) NRC may provide up to 15 percent of the 
total funds under this paragraph to its own 
charter members with expertise in fore-
closure prevention counseling, subject to a 
certification by NRC that the procedures for 
selection do not consist of any procedures or 
activities that could be construed as a con-
flict of interest or have the appearance of 
impropriety. 

(5) HUD-approved counseling entities and 
State Housing Finance Agencies receiving 
funds under this paragraph shall have dem-
onstrated experience in successfully working 
with financial institutions as well as bor-
rowers facing default, delinquency and fore-
closure as well as documented counseling ca-
pacity, outreach capacity, past successful 
performance and positive outcomes with doc-
umented counseling plans (including post 
mortgage foreclosure mitigation counseling), 
loan workout agreements and loan modifica-
tion agreements. NRC may use other criteria 
to demonstrate capacity in underserved 
areas. 

(6) Of the total amount made available 
under this paragraph, up to $2,000,000 may be 
made available to build the mortgage fore-
closure and default mitigation counseling 
capacity of counseling intermediaries 
through NRC training courses with HUD-ap-
proved counseling intermediaries and their 
partners, except that private financial insti-
tutions that participate in NRC training 
shall pay market rates for such training. 

(7) Of the total amount made available 
under this paragraph, up to 5 percent may be 
used for associated administrative expenses 
for NRC to carry out activities provided 
under this section. 

(8) Mortgage foreclosure mitigation assist-
ance grants may include a budget for out-
reach and advertising, and training, as deter-
mined by NRC. 

(9) NRC shall continue to report bi-annu-
ally to the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations as well as the Senate Bank-
ing Committee and House Financial Services 
Committee on its efforts to mitigate mort-
gage default. 

UNITED STATES INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON 
HOMELESSNESS 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses (including payment 

of salaries, authorized travel, hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, the rental of con-
ference rooms, and the employment of ex-
perts and consultants under section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code) of the United 
States Interagency Council on Homelessness 
in carrying out the functions pursuant to 
title II of the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act, as amended, $3,530,000. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT 

SEC. 401. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used for the planning or execution of any 
program to pay the expenses of, or otherwise 
compensate, non-Federal parties intervening 
in regulatory or adjudicatory proceedings 
funded in this Act. 

SEC. 402. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act shall remain available for obliga-
tion beyond the current fiscal year, nor may 
any be transferred to other appropriations, 
unless expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 403. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through a procurement contract pursu-
ant to section 3109 of title 5, United States 
Code, shall be limited to those contracts 
where such expenditures are a matter of pub-
lic record and available for public inspection, 
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order 
issued pursuant to existing law. 

SEC. 404. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be obligated or ex-
pended for any employee training that— 

(1) does not meet identified needs for 
knowledge, skills, and abilities bearing di-
rectly upon the performance of official du-
ties; 

(2) contains elements likely to induce high 
levels of emotional response or psychological 
stress in some participants; 

(3) does not require prior employee notifi-
cation of the content and methods to be used 
in the training and written end of course 
evaluation; 

(4) contains any methods or content associ-
ated with religious or quasi-religious belief 
systems or ‘‘new age’’ belief systems as de-
fined in Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission Notice N–915.022, dated Sep-
tember 2, 1988; or 

(5) is offensive to, or designed to change, 
participants’ personal values or lifestyle out-
side the workplace. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, 
restrict, or otherwise preclude an agency 
from conducting training bearing directly 
upon the performance of official duties. 

SEC. 405. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Act, none of the funds provided in this 
Act, provided by previous appropriations 
Acts to the agencies or entities funded in 
this Act that remain available for obligation 
or expenditure in fiscal year 2016, or provided 
from any accounts in the Treasury derived 
by the collection of fees and available to the 
agencies funded by this Act, shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a 
reprogramming of funds that— 

(1) creates a new program; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-

ity; 
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(3) increases funds or personnel for any 

program, project, or activity for which funds 
have been denied or restricted by the Con-
gress; 

(4) proposes to use funds directed for a spe-
cific activity by either the House or Senate 
Committees on Appropriations for a dif-
ferent purpose; 

(5) augments existing programs, projects, 
or activities in excess of $5,000,000 or 10 per-
cent, whichever is less; 

(6) reduces existing programs, projects, or 
activities by $5,000,000 or 10 percent, which-
ever is less; or 

(7) creates, reorganizes, or restructures a 
branch, division, office, bureau, board, com-
mission, agency, administration, or depart-
ment different from the budget justifications 
submitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions or the table accompanying the explana-
tory statement accompanying this Act, 
whichever is more detailed, unless prior ap-
proval is received from the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided, 
That not later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, each agency funded 
by this Act shall submit a report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
of the House of Representatives to establish 
the baseline for application of reprogram-
ming and transfer authorities for the current 
fiscal year: Provided further, That the report 
shall include— 

(A) a table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the prior year en-
acted level, the President’s budget request, 
adjustments made by Congress, adjustments 
due to enacted rescissions, if appropriate, 
and the fiscal year enacted level; 

(B) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation and its respective prior year en-
acted level by object class and program, 
project, and activity as detailed in the budg-
et appendix for the respective appropriation; 
and 

(C) an identification of items of special 
congressional interest. 

SEC. 406. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not to exceed 50 percent of 
unobligated balances remaining available at 
the end of fiscal year 2016 from appropria-
tions made available for salaries and ex-
penses for fiscal year 2016 in this Act, shall 
remain available through September 30, 2017, 
for each such account for the purposes au-
thorized: Provided, That a request shall be 
submitted to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations for approval prior to 
the expenditure of such funds: Provided fur-
ther, That these requests shall be made in 
compliance with reprogramming guidelines 
under section 405 of this Act. 

SEC. 407. No funds in this Act may be used 
to support any Federal, State, or local 
projects that seek to use the power of emi-
nent domain, unless eminent domain is em-
ployed only for a public use: Provided, That 
for purposes of this section, public use shall 
not be construed to include economic devel-
opment that primarily benefits private enti-
ties: Provided further, That any use of funds 
for mass transit, railroad, airport, seaport or 
highway projects, as well as utility projects 
which benefit or serve the general public (in-
cluding energy-related, communication-re-
lated, water-related and wastewater-related 
infrastructure), other structures designated 
for use by the general public or which have 
other common-carrier or public-utility func-
tions that serve the general public and are 
subject to regulation and oversight by the 
government, and projects for the removal of 
an immediate threat to public health and 
safety or brownfields as defined in the Small 
Business Liability Relief and Brownfields 
Revitalization Act (Public Law 107–118) shall 
be considered a public use for purposes of 
eminent domain. 

SEC. 408. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act. 

SEC. 409. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be available to pay 
the salary for any person filling a position, 
other than a temporary position, formerly 
held by an employee who has left to enter 
the Armed Forces of the United States and 
has satisfactorily completed his or her pe-
riod of active military or naval service, and 
has within 90 days after his or her release 
from such service or from hospitalization 
continuing after discharge for a period of not 
more than 1 year, made application for res-
toration to his or her former position and 
has been certified by the Office of Personnel 
Management as still qualified to perform the 
duties of his or her former position and has 
not been restored thereto. 

SEC. 410. No funds appropriated pursuant to 
this Act may be expended by an entity un-
less the entity agrees that in expending the 
assistance the entity will comply with sec-
tions 2 through 4 of the Act of March 3, 1933 
(41 U.S.C. 10a–10c, popularly known as the 
‘‘Buy American Act’’). 

SEC. 411. No funds appropriated or other-
wise made available under this Act shall be 
made available to any person or entity that 
has been convicted of violating the Buy 
American Act (41 U.S.C. 10a–10c). 

SEC. 412. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for first-class airline 
accommodations in contravention of sec-
tions 301–10.122 and 301–10.123 of title 41, Code 
of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 413. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to approve a 
new foreign air carrier permit under sections 
41301 through 41305 of title 49, United States 
Code, or exemption application under section 
40109 of that title of an air carrier already 
holding an air operators certificate issued by 
a country that is party to the U.S.-E.U.-Ice-
land-Norway Air Transport Agreement 
where such approval would contravene 
United States law or Article 17 bis of the 
U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Norway Air Transport 
Agreement. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, 
restrict or otherwise preclude the Secretary 
of Transportation from granting a foreign 
air carrier permit or an exemption to such 
an air carrier where such authorization is 
consistent with the U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Nor-
way Air Transport Agreement and United 
States law. 

SEC. 414. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to send or otherwise 
pay for the attendance of more than 50 em-
ployees of a single agency or department of 
the United States Government, who are sta-
tioned in the United States, at any single 
international conference unless the relevant 
Secretary reports to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations at least 5 
days in advance that such attendance is im-
portant to the national interest: Provided, 
That for purposes of this section the term 
‘‘international conference’’ shall mean a 
conference occurring outside of the United 
States attended by representatives of the 
United States Government and of foreign 
governments, international organizations, or 
nongovernmental organizations. 

SEC. 415. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Federal 
Transit Administration to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce section 18.36(c)(2) of title 
49, Code of Federal Regulations, for con-
struction hiring purposes. 

SEC. 416. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 

the 5th or 14th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion or title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. 

SEC. 417. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Department 
of Transportation, the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, or any other 
Federal agency to lease or purchase new 
light duty vehicles for any executive fleet, or 
for an agency’s fleet inventory, except in ac-
cordance with Presidential Memorandum— 
Federal Fleet Performance, dated May 24, 
2011. 

SEC. 418. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
subpart E of part 5 of the regulations of the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (24 CFR part 5, subpart E, relating to 
restrictions on assistance to noncitizens). 

SEC. 419. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to provide financial 
assistance in contravention of section 214(d) 
of the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 1436a(d)). 

SEC. 420. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Community Planning and Development, 
Community Development Fund’’, $300,000,000, 
to remain available until expended, for nec-
essary expenses for activities authorized 
under title I of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et 
seq.) related to disaster relief, long-term re-
covery, restoration of infrastructure and 
housing, and economic revitalization in the 
most impacted and distressed areas resulting 
from a major disaster declared in 2015 pursu-
ant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5121 et seq.) related to the consequences of 
Hurricane Joaquin and adjacent storm sys-
tems, Hurricane Patricia, and other flood 
events: Provided, That funds shall be awarded 
directly to the State or unit of general local 
government at the discretion of the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That prior to the ob-
ligation of funds a grantee shall submit a 
plan to the Secretary for approval detailing 
the proposed use of all funds, including cri-
teria for eligibility and how the use of these 
funds will address long-term recovery and 
restoration of infrastructure and housing 
and economic revitalization in the most im-
pacted and distressed areas: Provided further, 
That such funds may not be used for activi-
ties reimbursable by, or for which funds are 
made available by, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency or the Army Corps of 
Engineers: Provided further, That funds allo-
cated under this heading shall not be consid-
ered relevant to the non-disaster formula al-
locations made pursuant to section 106 of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5306): Provided further, That a 
State or subdivision thereof may use up to 
five percent of its allocation for administra-
tive costs: Provided further, That in admin-
istering the funds under this heading, the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment may waive, or specify alternative re-
quirements for, any provision of any statute 
or regulation that the Secretary administers 
in connection with the obligation by the Sec-
retary or the use by the recipient of these 
funds (except for requirements related to fair 
housing, nondiscrimination, labor standards, 
and the environment), if the Secretary finds 
that good cause exists for the waiver or al-
ternative requirement and such waiver or al-
ternative requirement would not be incon-
sistent with the overall purpose of title I of 
the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing the preceding proviso, recipients of 
funds provided under this heading that use 
such funds to supplement Federal assistance 
provided under section 402, 403, 404, 406, 407, 
or 502 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Re-
lief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
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5121 et seq.) may adopt, without review or 
public comment, any environmental review, 
approval, or permit performed by a Federal 
agency, and such adoption shall satisfy the 
responsibilities of the recipient with respect 
to such environmental review, approval or 
permit: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing section 104(g)(2) of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5304(g)(2)), the Secretary may, upon 
receipt of a request for release of funds and 
certification, immediately approve the re-
lease of funds for an activity or project as-
sisted under this heading if the recipient has 
adopted an environmental review, approval 
or permit under the preceding proviso or the 
activity or project is categorically excluded 
from review under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.): Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall publish via notice in the Federal Reg-
ister any waiver, or alternative requirement, 
to any statute or regulation that the Sec-
retary administers pursuant to title I of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 no later than five days before the effec-
tive date of such waiver or alternative re-
quirement: Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this section, 
up to $1,000,000 may be transferred to ‘‘Pro-
gram Office Salaries and Expenses, Commu-
nity Planning and Development’’ for nec-
essary costs, including information tech-
nology costs, of administering and over-
seeing funds made available under this head-
ing: Provided further, That amounts provided 
under this section shall be designated by 
Congress as being for disaster relief pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(D) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

SEC. 421. Effective as of December 4, 2015, 
and as if included therein as enacted, section 
1408 of the Fixing America’s Surface Trans-
portation Act (Public Law 114–94) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(c) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to projects to 
repair or reconstruct facilities damaged as a 
result of a natural disaster or catastrophic 
failure described in section 125(a) of title 23, 
United States Code, occurring on or after Oc-
tober 1, 2015.’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Trans-
portation, Housing and Urban Development, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2016’’. 

DIVISION M—INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be 

cited as the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2016’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows: 
DIVISION M—INTELLIGENCE AUTHOR-

IZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Explanatory statement. 

TITLE I—INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 

Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 102. Classified schedule of authoriza-

tions. 
Sec. 103. Personnel ceiling adjustments. 
Sec. 104. Intelligence Community Manage-

ment Account. 
Sec. 105. Clarification regarding authority 

for flexible personnel manage-
ment among elements of intel-
ligence community. 

TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY RETIREMENT AND DIS-
ABILITY SYSTEM 

Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations. 

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Sec. 301. Increase in employee compensation 

and benefits authorized by law. 
Sec. 302. Restriction on conduct of intel-

ligence activities. 
Sec. 303. Provision of information and as-

sistance to Inspector General of 
the Intelligence Community. 

Sec. 304. Inclusion of Inspector General of 
Intelligence Community in 
Council of Inspectors General 
on Integrity and Efficiency. 

Sec. 305. Clarification of authority of Pri-
vacy and Civil Liberties Over-
sight Board. 

Sec. 306. Enhancing government personnel 
security programs. 

Sec. 307. Notification of changes to reten-
tion of call detail record poli-
cies. 

Sec. 308. Personnel information notification 
policy by the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence. 

Sec. 309. Designation of lead intelligence of-
ficer for tunnels. 

Sec. 310. Reporting process required for 
tracking certain requests for 
country clearance. 

Sec. 311. Study on reduction of analytic du-
plication. 

Sec. 312. Strategy for comprehensive inter-
agency review of the United 
States national security over-
head satellite architecture. 

Sec. 313. Cyber attack standards of measure-
ment study. 

TITLE IV—MATTERS RELATING TO ELE-
MENTS OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY 

Subtitle A—Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence 

Sec. 401. Appointment and confirmation of 
the National Counterintel-
ligence Executive. 

Sec. 402. Technical amendments relating to 
pay under title 5, United States 
Code. 

Sec. 403. Analytic objectivity review. 
Subtitle B—Central Intelligence Agency and 

Other Elements 
Sec. 411. Authorities of the Inspector Gen-

eral for the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

Sec. 412. Prior congressional notification of 
transfers of funds for certain 
intelligence activities. 

TITLE V—MATTERS RELATING TO 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

Subtitle A—Matters Relating to Russia 
Sec. 501. Notice of deployment or transfer of 

Club–K container missile sys-
tem by the Russian Federation. 

Sec. 502. Assessment on funding of political 
parties and nongovernmental 
organizations by the Russian 
Federation. 

Sec. 503. Assessment on the use of political 
assassinations as a form of 
statecraft by the Russian Fed-
eration. 

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Other 
Countries 

Sec. 511. Report on resources and collection 
posture with regard to the 
South China Sea and East 
China Sea. 

Sec. 512. Use of locally employed staff serv-
ing at a United States diplo-
matic facility in Cuba. 

Sec. 513. Inclusion of sensitive compart-
mented information facilities 
in United States diplomatic fa-
cilities in Cuba. 

Sec. 514. Report on use by Iran of funds 
made available through sanc-
tions relief. 

TITLE VI—MATTERS RELATING TO 
UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, 
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA 

Sec. 601. Prohibition on use of funds for 
transfer or release of individ-
uals detained at United States 
Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, to the United 
States. 

Sec. 602. Prohibition on use of funds to con-
struct or modify facilities in 
the United States to house de-
tainees transferred from United 
States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba. 

Sec. 603. Prohibition on use of funds for 
transfer or release to certain 
countries of individuals de-
tained at United States Naval 
Station, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

TITLE VII—REPORTS AND OTHER 
MATTERS 

Subtitle A—Reports 
Sec. 701. Repeal of certain reporting require-

ments. 
Sec. 702. Reports on foreign fighters. 
Sec. 703. Report on strategy, efforts, and re-

sources to detect, deter, and de-
grade Islamic State revenue 
mechanisms. 

Sec. 704. Report on United States counter-
terrorism strategy to disrupt, 
dismantle, and defeat the Is-
lamic State, al-Qa’ida, and 
their affiliated groups, associ-
ated groups, and adherents. 

Sec. 705. Report on effects of data breach of 
Office of Personnel Manage-
ment. 

Sec. 706. Report on hiring of graduates of 
Cyber Corps Scholarship Pro-
gram by intelligence commu-
nity. 

Sec. 707. Report on use of certain business 
concerns. 

Subtitle B—Other Matters 
Sec. 711. Use of homeland security grant 

funds in conjunction with De-
partment of Energy national 
laboratories. 

Sec. 712. Inclusion of certain minority-serv-
ing institutions in grant pro-
gram to enhance recruiting of 
intelligence community work-
force. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this division: 
(1) CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘congressional intelligence 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Select Committee on Intelligence 
of the Senate; and 

(B) the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence of the House of Representatives. 

(2) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)). 
SEC. 3. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 

The explanatory statement regarding this 
division, printed in the House section of the 
Congressional Record on or about December 
15, 2015, by the Chairman of the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives, shall have the 
same effect with respect to the implementa-
tion of this division as if it were a joint ex-
planatory statement of a committee of con-
ference. 

TITLE I—INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Funds are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2016 for the conduct of 
the intelligence and intelligence-related ac-
tivities of the following elements of the 
United States Government: 
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(1) The Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence. 
(2) The Central Intelligence Agency. 
(3) The Department of Defense. 
(4) The Defense Intelligence Agency. 
(5) The National Security Agency. 
(6) The Department of the Army, the De-

partment of the Navy, and the Department 
of the Air Force. 

(7) The Coast Guard. 
(8) The Department of State. 
(9) The Department of the Treasury. 
(10) The Department of Energy. 
(11) The Department of Justice. 
(12) The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
(13) The Drug Enforcement Administra-

tion. 
(14) The National Reconnaissance Office. 
(15) The National Geospatial-Intelligence 

Agency. 
(16) The Department of Homeland Secu-

rity. 
SEC. 102. CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE OF AUTHORIZA-

TIONS. 
(a) SPECIFICATIONS OF AMOUNTS AND PER-

SONNEL LEVELS.—The amounts authorized to 
be appropriated under section 101 and, sub-
ject to section 103, the authorized personnel 
ceilings as of September 30, 2016, for the con-
duct of the intelligence activities of the ele-
ments listed in paragraphs (1) through (16) of 
section 101, are those specified in the classi-
fied Schedule of Authorizations prepared to 
accompany this division of this Act. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE 
OF AUTHORIZATIONS.— 

(1) AVAILABILITY.—The classified Schedule 
of Authorizations referred to in subsection 
(a) shall be made available to the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives, and to the President. 

(2) DISTRIBUTION BY THE PRESIDENT.—Sub-
ject to paragraph (3), the President shall pro-
vide for suitable distribution of the classified 
Schedule of Authorizations, or of appropriate 
portions of the Schedule, within the execu-
tive branch. 

(3) LIMITS ON DISCLOSURE.—The President 
shall not publicly disclose the classified 
Schedule of Authorizations or any portion of 
such Schedule except— 

(A) as provided in section 601(a) of the Im-
plementing Recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission Act of 2007 (50 U.S.C. 3306(a)); 

(B) to the extent necessary to implement 
the budget; or 

(C) as otherwise required by law. 
SEC. 103. PERSONNEL CEILING ADJUSTMENTS. 

(a) AUTHORITY FOR INCREASES.—The Direc-
tor of National Intelligence may authorize 
employment of civilian personnel in excess 
of the number authorized for fiscal year 2016 
by the classified Schedule of Authorizations 
referred to in section 102(a) if the Director of 
National Intelligence determines that such 
action is necessary to the performance of im-
portant intelligence functions, except that 
the number of personnel employed in excess 
of the number authorized under such section 
may not, for any element of the intelligence 
community, exceed 3 percent of the number 
of civilian personnel authorized under such 
schedule for such element. 

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONNEL.— 
The Director of National Intelligence shall 
establish guidelines that govern, for each 
element of the intelligence community, the 
treatment under the personnel levels author-
ized under section 102(a), including any ex-
emption from such personnel levels, of em-
ployment or assignment in— 

(1) a student program, trainee program, or 
similar program; 

(2) a reserve corps or as a reemployed an-
nuitant; or 

(3) details, joint duty, or long-term, full- 
time training. 

(c) NOTICE TO CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
COMMITTEES.—The Director of National In-
telligence shall notify the congressional in-
telligence committees in writing at least 15 
days prior to each exercise of an authority 
described in subsection (a). 

SEC. 104. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY MANAGE-
MENT ACCOUNT. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated for 
the Intelligence Community Management 
Account of the Director of National Intel-
ligence for fiscal year 2016 the sum of 
$516,306,000. Within such amount, funds iden-
tified in the classified Schedule of Author-
izations referred to in section 102(a) for ad-
vanced research and development shall re-
main available until September 30, 2017. 

(b) AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL LEVELS.—The 
elements within the Intelligence Community 
Management Account of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence are authorized 785 posi-
tions as of September 30, 2016. Personnel 
serving in such elements may be permanent 
employees of the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence or personnel detailed 
from other elements of the United States 
Government. 

(c) CLASSIFIED AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 

addition to amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for the Intelligence Community Man-
agement Account by subsection (a), there are 
authorized to be appropriated for the Com-
munity Management Account for fiscal year 
2016 such additional amounts as are specified 
in the classified Schedule of Authorizations 
referred to in section 102(a). Such additional 
amounts for advanced research and develop-
ment shall remain available until September 
30, 2017. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF PERSONNEL.—In addi-
tion to the personnel authorized by sub-
section (b) for elements of the Intelligence 
Community Management Account as of Sep-
tember 30, 2016, there are authorized such ad-
ditional personnel for the Community Man-
agement Account as of that date as are spec-
ified in the classified Schedule of Authoriza-
tions referred to in section 102(a). 

SEC. 105. CLARIFICATION REGARDING AUTHOR-
ITY FOR FLEXIBLE PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT AMONG ELEMENTS 
OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY. 

(a) CLARIFICATION.—Section 102A(v) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3024(v)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (3): 

‘‘(3) A covered department may appoint an 
individual to a position converted or estab-
lished pursuant to this subsection without 
regard to the civil-service laws, including 
parts II and III of title 5, United States 
Code.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to an appointment under section 
102A(v) of the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3024(v)) made on or after the date 
of the enactment of the Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (Public Law 
112–87) and to any proceeding pending on or 
filed after the date of the enactment of this 
section that relates to such an appointment. 

TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN-
CY RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY SYS-
TEM 

SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is authorized to be appropriated for 
the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement 
and Disability Fund for fiscal year 2016 the 
sum of $514,000,000. 

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 301. INCREASE IN EMPLOYEE COMPENSA-

TION AND BENEFITS AUTHORIZED 
BY LAW. 

Appropriations authorized by this division 
for salary, pay, retirement, and other bene-
fits for Federal employees may be increased 
by such additional or supplemental amounts 
as may be necessary for increases in such 
compensation or benefits authorized by law. 
SEC. 302. RESTRICTION ON CONDUCT OF INTEL-

LIGENCE ACTIVITIES. 
The authorization of appropriations by 

this division shall not be deemed to con-
stitute authority for the conduct of any in-
telligence activity which is not otherwise 
authorized by the Constitution or the laws of 
the United States. 
SEC. 303. PROVISION OF INFORMATION AND AS-

SISTANCE TO INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY. 

Section 103H(j)(4) of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3033(j)(4)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘any 
department, agency, or other element of the 
United States Government’’ and inserting 
‘‘any Federal, State (as defined in section 
804), or local governmental agency or unit 
thereof’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘from 
a department, agency, or element of the Fed-
eral Government’’ before ‘‘under subpara-
graph (A)’’. 
SEC. 304. INCLUSION OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IN 
COUNCIL OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 
ON INTEGRITY AND EFFICIENCY. 

Section 11(b)(1)(B) of the Inspector General 
Act of 1978 (Public Law 95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.) 
is amended by striking ‘‘the Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the Intelligence Community’’. 
SEC. 305. CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY OF PRI-

VACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OVER-
SIGHT BOARD. 

Section 1061(g) of the Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (42 
U.S.C. 2000ee(g)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) ACCESS.—Nothing in this section shall 
be construed to authorize the Board, or any 
agent thereof, to gain access to information 
regarding an activity covered by section 
503(a) of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3093(a)).’’. 
SEC. 306. ENHANCING GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL 

SECURITY PROGRAMS. 
(a) ENHANCED SECURITY CLEARANCE PRO-

GRAMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Part III of title 5, United 

States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘Subpart J—Enhanced Personnel Security 
Programs 

‘‘CHAPTER 110—ENHANCED PERSONNEL 
SECURITY PROGRAMS 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘11001. Enhanced personnel security pro-

grams. 
‘‘SEC. 11001. ENHANCED PERSONNEL SECURITY 

PROGRAMS. 
‘‘(a) ENHANCED PERSONNEL SECURITY PRO-

GRAM.—The Director of National Intelligence 
shall direct each agency to implement a pro-
gram to provide enhanced security review of 
covered individuals— 

‘‘(1) in accordance with this section; and 
‘‘(2) not later than the earlier of— 
‘‘(A) the date that is 5 years after the date 

of the enactment of the Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2016; or 

‘‘(B) the date on which the backlog of over-
due periodic reinvestigations of covered indi-
viduals is eliminated, as determined by the 
Director of National Intelligence. 

‘‘(b) COMPREHENSIVENESS.— 
‘‘(1) SOURCES OF INFORMATION.—The en-

hanced personnel security program of an 
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agency shall integrate relevant and appro-
priate information from various sources, in-
cluding government, publicly available, and 
commercial data sources, consumer report-
ing agencies, social media, and such other 
sources as determined by the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence. 

‘‘(2) TYPES OF INFORMATION.—Information 
obtained and integrated from sources de-
scribed in paragraph (1) may include— 

‘‘(A) information relating to any criminal 
or civil legal proceeding; 

‘‘(B) financial information relating to the 
covered individual, including the credit wor-
thiness of the covered individual; 

‘‘(C) publicly available information, wheth-
er electronic, printed, or other form, includ-
ing relevant security or counterintelligence 
information about the covered individual or 
information that may suggest ill intent, vul-
nerability to blackmail, compulsive behav-
ior, allegiance to another country, change in 
ideology, or that the covered individual 
lacks good judgment, reliability, or trust-
worthiness; and 

‘‘(D) data maintained on any terrorist or 
criminal watch list maintained by any agen-
cy, State or local government, or inter-
national organization. 

‘‘(c) REVIEWS OF COVERED INDIVIDUALS.— 
‘‘(1) REVIEWS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The enhanced personnel 

security program of an agency shall require 
that, not less than 2 times every 5 years, the 
head of the agency shall conduct or request 
the conduct of automated record checks and 
checks of information from sources under 
subsection (b) to ensure the continued eligi-
bility of each covered individual to access 
classified information and hold a sensitive 
position unless more frequent reviews of 
automated record checks and checks of in-
formation from sources under subsection (b) 
are conducted on the covered individual. 

‘‘(B) SCOPE OF REVIEWS.—Except for a cov-
ered individual who is subject to more fre-
quent reviews to ensure the continued eligi-
bility of the covered individual to access 
classified information and hold a sensitive 
position, the reviews under subparagraph (A) 
shall consist of random or aperiodic checks 
of covered individuals, such that each cov-
ered individual is subject to at least 2 re-
views during the 5-year period beginning on 
the date on which the agency implements 
the enhanced personnel security program of 
an agency, and during each 5-year period 
thereafter. 

‘‘(C) INDIVIDUAL REVIEWS.—A review of the 
information relating to the continued eligi-
bility of a covered individual to access clas-
sified information and hold a sensitive posi-
tion under subparagraph (A) may not be con-
ducted until after the end of the 120-day pe-
riod beginning on the date the covered indi-
vidual receives the notification required 
under paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) RESULTS.—The head of an agency shall 
take appropriate action if a review under 
paragraph (1) finds relevant information that 
may affect the continued eligibility of a cov-
ered individual to access classified informa-
tion and hold a sensitive position. 

‘‘(3) INFORMATION FOR COVERED INDIVID-
UALS.—The head of an agency shall ensure 
that each covered individual is adequately 
advised of the types of relevant security or 
counterintelligence information the covered 
individual is required to report to the head 
of the agency. 

‘‘(4) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to affect the au-
thority of an agency to determine the appro-
priate weight to be given to information re-
lating to a covered individual in evaluating 
the continued eligibility of the covered indi-
vidual. 

‘‘(5) AUTHORITY OF THE PRESIDENT.—Noth-
ing in this subsection shall be construed as 
limiting the authority of the President to di-
rect or perpetuate periodic reinvestigations 
of a more comprehensive nature or to dele-
gate the authority to direct or perpetuate 
such reinvestigations. 

‘‘(6) EFFECT ON OTHER REVIEWS.—Reviews 
conducted under paragraph (1) are in addi-
tion to investigations and reinvestigations 
conducted pursuant to section 3001 of the In-
telligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention 
Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C. 3341). 

‘‘(d) AUDIT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning 2 years after 

the date of the implementation of the en-
hanced personnel security program of an 
agency under subsection (a), the Inspector 
General of the agency shall conduct at least 
1 audit to assess the effectiveness and fair-
ness, which shall be determined in accord-
ance with performance measures and stand-
ards established by the Director of National 
Intelligence, to covered individuals of the 
enhanced personnel security program of the 
agency. 

‘‘(2) SUBMISSIONS TO DNI.—The results of 
each audit conducted under paragraph (1) 
shall be submitted to the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence to assess the effectiveness 
and fairness of the enhanced personnel secu-
rity programs across the Federal Govern-
ment. 

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘agency’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 3001 of the Intel-
ligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention 
Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C. 3341); 

‘‘(2) the term ‘consumer reporting agency’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
603 of the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 
U.S.C. 1681a); 

‘‘(3) the term ‘covered individual’ means an 
individual employed by an agency or a con-
tractor of an agency who has been deter-
mined eligible for access to classified infor-
mation or eligible to hold a sensitive posi-
tion; 

‘‘(4) the term ‘enhanced personnel security 
program’ means a program implemented by 
an agency at the direction of the Director of 
National Intelligence under subsection (a); 
and’’. 

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of chapters for part III of 
title 5, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end following: 

‘‘Subpart J—Enhanced Personnel Security 
Programs 

‘‘110. Enhanced personnel security 
programs ...................................... 11001’’. 

(b) RESOLUTION OF BACKLOG OF OVERDUE 
PERIODIC REINVESTIGATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National 
Intelligence shall develop and implement a 
plan to eliminate the backlog of overdue 
periodic reinvestigations of covered individ-
uals. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The plan developed 
under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) use a risk-based approach to— 
(i) identify high-risk populations; and 
(ii) prioritize reinvestigations that are due 

or overdue to be conducted; and 
(B) use random automated record checks of 

covered individuals that shall include all 
covered individuals in the pool of individuals 
subject to a one-time check. 

(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘covered individual’’ means 

an individual who has been determined eligi-
ble for access to classified information or eli-
gible to hold a sensitive position. 

(B) The term ‘‘periodic reinvestigations’’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
3001(a)(7) of the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C. 
3341(a)(7)). 

SEC. 307. NOTIFICATION OF CHANGES TO RETEN-
TION OF CALL DETAIL RECORD 
POLICIES. 

(a) REQUIREMENT TO RETAIN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 15 days 

after learning that an electronic commu-
nication service provider that generates call 
detail records in the ordinary course of busi-
ness has changed the policy of the provider 
on the retention of such call detail records 
to result in a retention period of less than 18 
months, the Director of National Intel-
ligence shall notify, in writing, the congres-
sional intelligence committees of such 
change. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director shall submit to the congressional 
intelligence committees a report identifying 
each electronic communication service pro-
vider that has, as of the date of the report, 
a policy to retain call detail records for a pe-
riod of 18 months or less. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CALL DETAIL RECORD.—The term ‘‘call 

detail record’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 501(k) of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (50 U.S.C. 
1861(k)). 

(2) ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION SERVICE 
PROVIDER.—The term ‘‘electronic commu-
nication service provider’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 701(b)(4) of the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 
(50 U.S.C. 1881(b)(4)). 
SEC. 308. PERSONNEL INFORMATION NOTIFICA-

TION POLICY BY THE DIRECTOR OF 
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

(a) DIRECTIVE REQUIRED.—The Director of 
National Intelligence shall issue a directive 
containing a written policy for the timely 
notification to the congressional intelligence 
committees of the identities of individuals 
occupying senior level positions within the 
intelligence community. 

(b) SENIOR LEVEL POSITION.—In identifying 
positions that are senior level positions in 
the intelligence community for purposes of 
the directive required under subsection (a), 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
consider whether a position— 

(1) constitutes the head of an entity or a 
significant component within an agency; 

(2) is involved in the management or over-
sight of matters of significant import to the 
leadership of an entity of the intelligence 
community; 

(3) provides significant responsibility on 
behalf of the intelligence community; 

(4) requires the management of a signifi-
cant number of personnel or funds; 

(5) requires responsibility management or 
oversight of sensitive intelligence activities; 
and 

(6) is held by an individual designated as a 
senior intelligence management official as 
such term is defined in section 368(a)(6) of 
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010 (Public Law 111–259; 50 U.S.C. 404i– 
1 note). 

(c) NOTIFICATION.—The Director shall en-
sure that each notification under the direc-
tive issued under subsection (a) includes 
each of the following: 

(1) The name of the individual occupying 
the position. 

(2) Any previous senior level position held 
by the individual, if applicable, or the posi-
tion held by the individual immediately 
prior to the appointment. 

(3) The position to be occupied by the indi-
vidual. 

(4) Any other information the Director de-
termines appropriate. 

(d) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—The di-
rective issued under subsection (a) and any 
amendment to such directive shall be con-
sistent with the provisions of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 401 et seq.). 
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(e) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director shall submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees the directive 
issued under subsection (a). 
SEC. 309. DESIGNATION OF LEAD INTELLIGENCE 

OFFICER FOR TUNNELS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National 

Intelligence shall designate an official to 
manage the collection and analysis of intel-
ligence regarding the tactical use of tunnels 
by state and nonstate actors. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than the 
date that is 10 months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, and biennially there-
after until the date that is 4 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence shall submit to 
the congressional intelligence committees 
and the congressional defense committees 
(as such term is defined in section 101(a)(16) 
of title 10, United States Code) a report de-
scribing— 

(1) trends in the use of tunnels by foreign 
state and nonstate actors; and 

(2) collaboration efforts between the 
United States and partner countries to ad-
dress the use of tunnels by adversaries. 
SEC. 310. REPORTING PROCESS REQUIRED FOR 

TRACKING CERTAIN REQUESTS FOR 
COUNTRY CLEARANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—By not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2016, the Director of National In-
telligence shall establish a formal internal 
reporting process for tracking requests for 
country clearance submitted to overseas Di-
rector of National Intelligence representa-
tives by departments and agencies of the 
United States. Such reporting process shall 
include a mechanism for tracking the de-
partment or agency that submits each such 
request and the date on which each such re-
quest is submitted. 

(b) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—By not later 
than December 31, 2016, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence shall brief the congres-
sional intelligence committees on the 
progress of the Director in establishing the 
process required under subsection (a). 
SEC. 311. STUDY ON REDUCTION OF ANALYTIC 

DUPLICATION. 
(a) STUDY AND REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 31, 

2016, the Director of National Intelligence 
shall— 

(A) carry out a study to evaluate and 
measure the incidence of duplication in fin-
ished intelligence analysis products; and 

(B) submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees a report on the findings 
of such study. 

(2) METHODOLOGY REQUIREMENTS.—The 
methodology used to carry out the study re-
quired by this subsection shall be able to be 
repeated for use in other subsequent studies. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a)(1)(B) shall include— 

(1) detailed information— 
(A) relating to the frequency of duplication 

of finished intelligence analysis products; 
and 

(B) that describes the types of, and the rea-
sons for, any such duplication; and 

(2) a determination as to whether to make 
the production of such information a routine 
part of the mission of the Analytic Integrity 
and Standards Group. 

(c) CUSTOMER IMPACT PLAN.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Director of National Intel-
ligence shall submit to the congressional in-
telligence committees a plan for revising 
analytic practice, tradecraft, and standards 
to ensure customers are able to clearly iden-
tify— 

(1) the manner in which intelligence prod-
ucts written on similar topics and that are 

produced contemporaneously differ from one 
another in terms of methodology, sourcing, 
or other distinguishing analytic characteris-
tics; and 

(2) the significance of that difference. 
(d) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section 

may be construed to impose any requirement 
that would interfere with the production of 
an operationally urgent or otherwise time- 
sensitive current intelligence product. 
SEC. 312. STRATEGY FOR COMPREHENSIVE 

INTERAGENCY REVIEW OF THE 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL SECU-
RITY OVERHEAD SATELLITE ARCHI-
TECTURE. 

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR STRATEGY.—The Di-
rector of National Intelligence shall collabo-
rate with the Secretary of Defense and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to de-
velop a strategy, with milestones and bench-
marks, to ensure that there is a comprehen-
sive interagency review of policies and prac-
tices for planning and acquiring national se-
curity satellite systems and architectures, 
including the capabilities of commercial sys-
tems and partner countries, consistent with 
the National Space Policy issued on June 28, 
2010. Such strategy shall, where applicable, 
account for the unique missions and authori-
ties vested in the Department of Defense and 
the intelligence community. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by 
subsection (a) shall ensure that the United 
States national security overhead satellite 
architecture— 

(1) meets the needs of the United States in 
peace time and is resilient in war time; 

(2) is fiscally responsible; 
(3) accurately takes into account cost and 

performance tradeoffs; 
(4) meets realistic requirements; 
(5) produces excellence, innovation, com-

petition, and a robust industrial base; 
(6) aims to produce in less than 5 years in-

novative satellite systems that are able to 
leverage common, standardized design ele-
ments and commercially available tech-
nologies; 

(7) takes advantage of rapid advances in 
commercial technology, innovation, and 
commercial-like acquisition practices; 

(8) is open to innovative concepts, such as 
distributed, disaggregated architectures, 
that could allow for better resiliency, recon-
stitution, replenishment, and rapid techno-
logical refresh; and 

(9) emphasizes deterrence and recognizes 
the importance of offensive and defensive 
space control capabilities. 

(c) REPORT ON STRATEGY.—Not later than 
February 28, 2016, the Director of National 
Intelligence, the Secretary of Defense, and 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
shall jointly submit to the congressional in-
telligence committees, the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of 
Representatives a report on the strategy re-
quired by subsection (a). 
SEC. 313. CYBER ATTACK STANDARDS OF MEAS-

UREMENT STUDY. 
(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Director of Na-

tional Intelligence, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Direc-
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and the Secretary of Defense, shall carry out 
a study to determine appropriate standards 
that— 

(1) can be used to measure the damage of 
cyber incidents for the purposes of deter-
mining the response to such incidents; and 

(2) include a method for quantifying the 
damage caused to affected computers, sys-
tems, and devices. 

(b) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) PRELIMINARY FINDINGS.—Not later than 

180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of National Intel-

ligence shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees the initial findings of 
the study required under subsection (a). 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 360 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director of National Intelligence shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report containing the complete 
findings of such study. 

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
by paragraph (2) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may contain a classified 
annex. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the following: 

(1) The congressional intelligence commit-
tees. 

(2) The Committees on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

(3) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 

(4) The Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate. 
TITLE IV—MATTERS RELATING TO ELE-

MENTS OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY 

Subtitle A—Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence 

SEC. 401. APPOINTMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF 
THE NATIONAL COUNTERINTEL-
LIGENCE EXECUTIVE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 902(a) of the 
Counterintelligence Enhancement Act of 
2002 (50 U.S.C. 3382) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be a Na-
tional Counterintelligence Executive who 
shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date that is one year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 402. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS RELATING 

TO PAY UNDER TITLE 5, UNITED 
STATES CODE. 

Section 5102(a)(1) of title 5, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in clause (vii), by striking ‘‘or’’; 
(2) by inserting after clause (vii) the fol-

lowing new clause: 
‘‘(viii) the Office of the Director of Na-

tional Intelligence;’’; and 
(3) in clause (x), by striking the period and 

inserting a semicolon. 
SEC. 403. ANALYTIC OBJECTIVITY REVIEW. 

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Director of National 
Intelligence shall assign the Chief of the 
Analytic Integrity and Standards Group to 
conduct a review of finished intelligence 
products produced by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency to assess whether the reorga-
nization of the Agency, announced publicly 
on March 6, 2015, has resulted in any loss of 
analytic objectivity. 

(b) SUBMISSION.—Not later than March 6, 
2017, the Director of National Intelligence 
shall submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees, in writing, the results of 
the review required under subsection (a), in-
cluding— 

(1) an assessment comparing the analytic 
objectivity of a representative sample of fin-
ished intelligence products produced by the 
Central Intelligence Agency before the reor-
ganization and a representative sample of 
such finished intelligence products produced 
after the reorganization, predicated on the 
products’ communication of uncertainty, ex-
pression of alternative analysis, and other 
underlying evaluative criteria referenced in 
the Strategic Evaluation of All-Source Anal-
ysis directed by the Director; 
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(2) an assessment comparing the historical 

results of anonymous surveys of Central In-
telligence Agency analysts and customers 
conducted before the reorganization and the 
results of such anonymous surveys con-
ducted after the reorganization, with a focus 
on the analytic standard of objectivity; 

(3) a metrics-based evaluation measuring 
the effect that the reorganization’s integra-
tion of operational, analytic, support, tech-
nical, and digital personnel and capabilities 
into Mission Centers has had on analytic ob-
jectivity; and 

(4) any recommendations for ensuring that 
analysts of the Central Intelligence Agency 
perform their functions with objectivity, are 
not unduly constrained, and are not influ-
enced by the force of preference for a par-
ticular policy. 
Subtitle B—Central Intelligence Agency and 

Other Elements 
SEC. 411. AUTHORITIES OF THE INSPECTOR GEN-

ERAL FOR THE CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY. 

(a) INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE.—Para-
graph (9) of section 17(e) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 
3517(e)(9)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(9)(A) The Inspector General may request 
such information or assistance as may be 
necessary for carrying out the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the Inspector General pro-
vided by this section from any Federal, 
State, or local governmental agency or unit 
thereof. 

‘‘(B) Upon request of the Inspector General 
for information or assistance from a depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Government, 
the head of the department or agency in-
volved, insofar as practicable and not in con-
travention of any existing statutory restric-
tion or regulation of such department or 
agency, shall furnish to the Inspector Gen-
eral, or to an authorized designee, such in-
formation or assistance. 

‘‘(C) Nothing in this paragraph may be con-
strued to provide any new authority to the 
Central Intelligence Agency to conduct in-
telligence activity in the United States. 

‘‘(D) In this paragraph, the term ‘State’ 
means each of the several States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and any territory 
or possession of the United States.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS RELATING TO 
SELECTION OF EMPLOYEES.—Paragraph (7) of 
such section (50 U.S.C. 3517(e)(7)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ before ‘‘Subject to 
applicable law’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(B) Consistent with budgetary and per-
sonnel resources allocated by the Director, 
the Inspector General has final approval of— 

‘‘(i) the selection of internal and external 
candidates for employment with the Office of 
Inspector General; and 

‘‘(ii) all other personnel decisions con-
cerning personnel permanently assigned to 
the Office of Inspector General, including se-
lection and appointment to the Senior Intel-
ligence Service, but excluding all security- 
based determinations that are not within the 
authority of a head of other Central Intel-
ligence Agency offices.’’. 
SEC. 412. PRIOR CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION 

OF TRANSFERS OF FUNDS FOR CER-
TAIN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES. 

(a) LIMITATION.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), none of the funds authorized to 
be appropriated by this division or otherwise 
made available for the intelligence commu-
nity for fiscal year 2016 may be used to ini-
tiate a transfer of funds from the Joint Im-
provised Explosive Device Defeat Fund or 

the Counterterrorism Partnerships Fund to 
be used for intelligence activities unless the 
Director of National Intelligence or the Sec-
retary of Defense, as appropriate, submits to 
the congressional intelligence committees, 
by not later than 15 days before initiating 
such a transfer, written notice of the trans-
fer. 

(b) WAIVER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National 

Intelligence or the Secretary of Defense, as 
appropriate, may waive subsection (a) with 
respect to the initiation of a transfer of 
funds if the Director or Secretary, as the 
case may be, determines that an emergency 
situation makes it impossible or impractical 
to provide the notice required under such 
subsection by the date that is 15 days before 
such initiation. 

(2) NOTICE.—If the Director or Secretary 
issues a waiver under paragraph (1), the Di-
rector or Secretary, as the case may be, shall 
submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees, by not later than 48 hours after 
the initiation of the transfer of funds cov-
ered by the waiver, written notice of the 
waiver and a justification for the waiver, in-
cluding a description of the emergency situa-
tion that necessitated the waiver. 

TITLE V—MATTERS RELATING TO 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

Subtitle A—Matters Relating to Russia 
SEC. 501. NOTICE OF DEPLOYMENT OR TRANS-

FER OF CLUB–K CONTAINER MIS-
SILE SYSTEM BY THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION. 

(a) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—The Director of 
National Intelligence shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees written 
notice if the intelligence community re-
ceives intelligence that the Russian Federa-
tion has— 

(1) deployed, or is about to deploy, the 
Club–K container missile system through the 
Russian military; or 

(2) transferred or sold, or intends to trans-
fer or sell, the Club–K container missile sys-
tem to another state or non-state actor. 

(b) NOTICE TO CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
COMMITTEES.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date on which the Director submits a no-
tice under subsection (a), the Director shall 
submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees a written update regarding any 
intelligence community engagement with a 
foreign partner on the deployment and im-
pacts of a deployment of the Club–K con-
tainer missile system to any potentially im-
pacted nation. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the following: 

(1) The congressional intelligence commit-
tees. 

(2) The Committees on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

(3) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 
SEC. 502. ASSESSMENT ON FUNDING OF POLIT-

ICAL PARTIES AND NONGOVERN-
MENTAL ORGANIZATIONS BY THE 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees an intelligence community as-
sessment on the funding of political parties 
and nongovernmental organizations in 
former Soviet states and countries in Europe 
by the Russian Security Services since Janu-
ary 1, 2006. Such assessment shall include the 
following: 

(1) The country involved, the entity fund-
ed, the security service involved, and the in-
tended effect of the funding. 

(2) An evaluation of such intended effects, 
including with respect to— 

(A) undermining the political cohesion of 
the country involved; 

(B) undermining the missile defense of the 
United States and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization; and 

(C) undermining energy projects that could 
provide an alternative to Russian energy. 

(b) FORM.—The report under subsection (a) 
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but 
may include a classified annex. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the following: 

(1) The congressional intelligence commit-
tees. 

(2) The Committees on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

(3) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 
SEC. 503. ASSESSMENT ON THE USE OF POLIT-

ICAL ASSASSINATIONS AS A FORM 
OF STATECRAFT BY THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION. 

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR ASSESSMENT.—Not 
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Director of National 
Intelligence shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees an intelligence 
community assessment on the use of polit-
ical assassinations as a form of statecraft by 
the Russian Federation since January 1, 2000. 

(b) CONTENT.—The assessment required by 
subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) a list of Russian politicians, business-
men, dissidents, journalists, current or 
former government officials, foreign heads- 
of-state, foreign political leaders, foreign 
journalists, members of nongovernmental or-
ganizations, and other relevant individuals 
that the intelligence community assesses 
were assassinated by Russian Security Serv-
ices, or agents of such services, since Janu-
ary 1, 2000; and 

(2) for each individual described in para-
graph (1), the country in which the assas-
sination took place, the means used, associ-
ated individuals and organizations, and other 
background information related to the assas-
sination of the individual. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the following: 

(1) The congressional intelligence commit-
tees. 

(2) The Committees on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

(3) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Other 
Countries 

SEC. 511. REPORT ON RESOURCES AND COLLEC-
TION POSTURE WITH REGARD TO 
THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AND EAST 
CHINA SEA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees an intelligence community as-
sessment on the resources used for collection 
efforts and the collection posture of the in-
telligence community with regard to the 
South China Sea and East China Sea. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The intelligence commu-
nity assessment required by subsection (a) 
shall provide detailed information related to 
intelligence collection by the United States 
with regard to the South China Sea and East 
China Sea, including— 

(1) a review of intelligence community col-
lection activities and a description of these 
activities, including the lead agency, key 
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partners, purpose of collection activity, an-
nual funding and personnel, the manner in 
which the collection is conducted, and types 
of information collected; 

(2) an explanation of how the intelligence 
community prioritizes and coordinates col-
lection activities focused on such region; and 

(3) a description of any collection and 
resourcing gaps and efforts being made to ad-
dress such gaps. 
SEC. 512. USE OF LOCALLY EMPLOYED STAFF 

SERVING AT A UNITED STATES DIP-
LOMATIC FACILITY IN CUBA. 

(a) SUPERVISORY REQUIREMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

paragraph (2), the Secretary of State shall 
ensure that, not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, key super-
visory positions at a United States diplo-
matic facility in Cuba are occupied by citi-
zens of the United States. 

(2) EXTENSION.—The Secretary of State 
may extend the deadline under paragraph (1) 
for up to 1 year by providing advance written 
notification and justification of such exten-
sion to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State, in coordination with the 
heads of other appropriate Federal agencies, 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on— 

(1) the progress made toward meeting the 
requirement under subsection (a)(1); and 

(2) the use of locally employed staff in 
United States diplomatic facilities in Cuba, 
including— 

(A) the number of such staff; 
(B) the responsibilities of such staff; 
(C) the manner in which such staff are se-

lected, including efforts to mitigate counter-
intelligence threats to the United States; 
and 

(D) the potential cost and impact on the 
operational capacity of the diplomatic facil-
ity if such staff were reduced. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees; 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 513. INCLUSION OF SENSITIVE COMPART-

MENTED INFORMATION FACILITIES 
IN UNITED STATES DIPLOMATIC FA-
CILITIES IN CUBA. 

(a) RESTRICTED ACCESS SPACE REQUIRE-
MENT.—Each United States diplomatic facil-
ity in Cuba in which classified information 
will be processed or in which classified com-
munications occur that, after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, is constructed or un-
dergoes a major construction upgrade shall 
be constructed to include a sensitive com-
partmented information facility. 

(b) NATIONAL SECURITY WAIVER.—The Sec-
retary of State may waive the requirement 
under subsection (a) if the Secretary— 

(1) determines that such waiver is in the 
national security interest of the United 
States; and 

(2) submits a written justification for such 
waiver to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not later than 90 days before exer-
cising such waiver. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees; 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 514. REPORT ON USE BY IRAN OF FUNDS 

MADE AVAILABLE THROUGH SANC-
TIONS RELIEF. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—At the times specified in 
subsection (b), the Director of National In-
telligence, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port assessing the following: 

(1) The monetary value of any direct or in-
direct forms of sanctions relief that Iran has 
received since the Joint Plan of Action first 
entered into effect. 

(2) How Iran has used funds made available 
through sanctions relief, including the ex-
tent to which any such funds have facilitated 
the ability of Iran— 

(A) to provide support for— 
(i) any individual or entity designated for 

the imposition of sanctions for activities re-
lating to international terrorism pursuant to 
an executive order or by the Office of For-
eign Assets Control of the Department of the 
Treasury as of the date of the enactment of 
this Act; 

(ii) any organization designated by the 
Secretary of State as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization under section 219(a) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189(a)) 
as of the date of the enactment of this Act; 

(iii) any other terrorist organization; or 
(iv) the regime of Bashar al Assad in Syria; 
(B) to advance the efforts of Iran or any 

other country to develop nuclear weapons or 
ballistic missiles overtly or covertly; or 

(C) to commit any violation of the human 
rights of the people of Iran. 

(3) The extent to which any senior official 
of the Government of Iran has diverted any 
funds made available through sanctions re-
lief to be used by the official for personal 
use. 

(b) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall submit 

the report required by subsection (a) to the 
appropriate congressional committees— 

(A) not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act and every 180 days 
thereafter during the period that the Joint 
Plan of Action is in effect; and 

(B) not later than 1 year after a subsequent 
agreement with Iran relating to the nuclear 
program of Iran takes effect and annually 
thereafter during the period that such agree-
ment remains in effect. 

(2) NONDUPLICATION.—The Director may 
submit the information required by sub-
section (a) with a report required to be sub-
mitted to Congress under another provision 
of law if— 

(A) the Director notifies the appropriate 
congressional committees of the intention of 
making such submission before submitting 
that report; and 

(B) all matters required to be covered by 
subsection (a) are included in that report. 

(c) FORM OF REPORTS.—Each report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall be submitted 
in unclassified form, but may include a clas-
sified annex. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs, the Committee on Fi-
nance, the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Financial Services, 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and the Perma-

nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) JOINT PLAN OF ACTION.—The term ‘‘Joint 
Plan of Action’’ means the Joint Plan of Ac-
tion, signed at Geneva November 24, 2013, by 
Iran and by France, Germany, the Russian 
Federation, the People’s Republic of China, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States, 
and all implementing materials and agree-
ments related to the Joint Plan of Action, 
including the technical understandings 
reached on January 12, 2014, the extension 
thereto agreed to on July 18, 2014, and the ex-
tension thereto agreed to on November 24, 
2014. 
TITLE VI—MATTERS RELATING TO 

UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, GUAN-
TANAMO BAY, CUBA 

SEC. 601. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 
TRANSFER OR RELEASE OF INDIVID-
UALS DETAINED AT UNITED STATES 
NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, 
CUBA, TO THE UNITED STATES. 

No amounts authorized to be appropriated 
or otherwise made available to an element of 
the intelligence community may be used 
during the period beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act and ending on De-
cember 31, 2016, to transfer, release, or assist 
in the transfer or release, to or within the 
United States, its territories, or possessions, 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any other de-
tainee who— 

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is or was held on or after January 20, 
2009, at United States Naval Station, Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, by the Department of De-
fense. 
SEC. 602. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS TO 

CONSTRUCT OR MODIFY FACILITIES 
IN THE UNITED STATES TO HOUSE 
DETAINEES TRANSFERRED FROM 
UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, 
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—No amounts authorized to 
be appropriated or otherwise made available 
to an element of the intelligence community 
may be used during the period beginning on 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
ending on December 31, 2016, to construct or 
modify any facility in the United States, its 
territories, or possessions to house any indi-
vidual detained at Guantanamo for the pur-
poses of detention or imprisonment in the 
custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense unless authorized by Con-
gress. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition in sub-
section (a) shall not apply to any modifica-
tion of facilities at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

(c) INDIVIDUAL DETAINED AT GUANTANAMO 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘indi-
vidual detained at Guantanamo’’ means any 
individual located at United States Naval 
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as of Octo-
ber 1, 2009, who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or 
a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the control of 

the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 
SEC. 603. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

TRANSFER OR RELEASE TO CERTAIN 
COUNTRIES OF INDIVIDUALS DE-
TAINED AT UNITED STATES NAVAL 
STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA. 

No amounts authorized to be appropriated 
or otherwise made available to an element of 
the intelligence community may be used 
during the period beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act and ending on De-
cember 31, 2016, to transfer, release, or assist 
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in the transfer or release of any individual 
detained in the custody or under the control 
of the Department of Defense at United 
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, to the custody or control of any coun-
try, or any entity within such country, as 
follows: 

(1) Libya. 
(2) Somalia. 
(3) Syria. 
(4) Yemen. 

TITLE VII—REPORTS AND OTHER 
MATTERS 

Subtitle A—Reports 
SEC. 701. REPEAL OF CERTAIN REPORTING RE-

QUIREMENTS. 
(a) QUADRENNIAL AUDIT OF POSITIONS RE-

QUIRING SECURITY CLEARANCES.—Section 
506H of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3104) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (a); 
(2) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c) 

as subsections (a) and (b), respectively; and 
(3) in subsection (b), as so redesignated, by 

striking ‘‘The results required under sub-
section (a)(2) and the reports required under 
subsection (b)(1)’’ and inserting ‘‘The reports 
required under subsection (a)(1)’’. 

(b) REPORTS ON ROLE OF ANALYSTS AT 
FBI.—Section 2001(g) of the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 
(Public Law 108–458; 118 Stat. 3700; 28 U.S.C. 
532 note) is amended by striking paragraph 
(3) and redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (3). 

(c) REPORT ON OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT BY OF-
FICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF INTELLIGENCE COM-
MUNITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 102A(u) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3024(u)) 
is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘(1) The Director’’ and in-
serting ‘‘The Director’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2). 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 

(a) of section 507 of such Act (50 U.S.C. 3106) 
is amended— 

(A) by striking paragraph (5); and 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-

graph (5). 
(3) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Subsection 

(c)(1) of such section 507 is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘subsection (a)(1)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (a)’’. 

(d) REPORTS ON NUCLEAR ASPIRATIONS OF 
NON-STATE ENTITIES.—Section 1055 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010 (50 U.S.C. 2371) is repealed. 

(e) REPORTS ON ESPIONAGE BY PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.—Section 3151 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2000 (42 U.S.C. 7383e) is repealed. 

(f) REPORTS ON SECURITY VULNERABILITIES 
OF NATIONAL LABORATORY COMPUTERS.—Sec-
tion 4508 of the Atomic Energy Defense Act 
(50 U.S.C. 2659) is repealed. 
SEC. 702. REPORTS ON FOREIGN FIGHTERS. 

(a) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and every 60 days thereafter, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence shall submit to 
the congressional intelligence committees a 
report on foreign fighter flows to and from 
Syria and to and from Iraq. The Director 
shall define the term ‘‘foreign fighter’’ in 
such reports. 

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—Each report 
submitted under subsection (a) shall include 
each of the following: 

(1) The total number of foreign fighters 
who have traveled to Syria or Iraq since Jan-
uary 1, 2011, the total number of foreign 
fighters in Syria or Iraq as of the date of the 
submittal of the report, the total number of 
foreign fighters whose countries of origin 
have a visa waiver program described in sec-
tion 217 of the Immigration and Nationality 

Act (8 U.S.C. 1187), the total number of for-
eign fighters who have left Syria or Iraq, the 
total number of female foreign fighters, and 
the total number of deceased foreign fight-
ers. 

(2) The total number of United States per-
sons who have traveled or attempted to trav-
el to Syria or Iraq since January 1, 2011, the 
total number of such persons who have ar-
rived in Syria or Iraq since such date, and 
the total number of such persons who have 
returned to the United States from Syria or 
Iraq since such date. 

(3) The total number of foreign fighters in 
the Terrorist Identities Datamart Environ-
ment and the status of each such foreign 
fighter in that database, the number of such 
foreign fighters who are on a watchlist, and 
the number of such foreign fighters who are 
not on a watchlist. 

(4) The total number of foreign fighters 
who have been processed with biometrics, in-
cluding face images, fingerprints, and iris 
scans. 

(5) Any programmatic updates to the for-
eign fighter report since the last report was 
submitted, including updated analysis on 
foreign country cooperation, as well as ac-
tions taken, such as denying or revoking 
visas. 

(6) A worldwide graphic that describes for-
eign fighters flows to and from Syria, with 
points of origin by country. 

(c) ADDITIONAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of National Intelligence 
shall submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees a report that includes— 

(1) with respect to the travel of foreign 
fighters to and from Iraq and Syria, a de-
scription of the intelligence sharing rela-
tionships between the United States and 
member states of the European Union and 
member states of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization; and 

(2) an analysis of the challenges impeding 
such intelligence sharing relationships. 

(d) FORM.—The reports submitted under 
subsections (a) and (c) may be submitted in 
classified form. 

(e) TERMINATION.—The requirement to sub-
mit reports under subsection (a) shall termi-
nate on the date that is 3 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 703. REPORT ON STRATEGY, EFFORTS, AND 

RESOURCES TO DETECT, DETER, 
AND DEGRADE ISLAMIC STATE REV-
ENUE MECHANISMS. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the intelligence community 
should dedicate necessary resources to de-
feating the revenue mechanisms of the Is-
lamic State. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director of National Intelligence shall sub-
mit to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees a report on the strategy, efforts, and 
resources of the intelligence community 
that are necessary to detect, deter, and de-
grade the revenue mechanisms of the Islamic 
State. 
SEC. 704. REPORT ON UNITED STATES COUNTER-

TERRORISM STRATEGY TO DISRUPT, 
DISMANTLE, AND DEFEAT THE IS-
LAMIC STATE, AL-QA’IDA, AND THEIR 
AFFILIATED GROUPS, ASSOCIATED 
GROUPS, AND ADHERENTS. 

(a) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President shall transmit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a com-
prehensive report on the counterterrorism 
strategy of the United States to disrupt, dis-
mantle, and defeat the Islamic State, al- 
Qa’ida, and their affiliated groups, associ-
ated groups, and adherents. 

(2) COORDINATION.—The report under para-
graph (1) shall be prepared in coordination 
with the Director of National Intelligence, 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Attorney General, and the 
Secretary of Defense, and the head of any 
other department or agency of the Federal 
Government that has responsibility for ac-
tivities directed at combating the Islamic 
State, al-Qa’ida, and their affiliated groups, 
associated groups, and adherents. 

(3) ELEMENTS.—The report under by para-
graph (1) shall include each of the following: 

(A) A definition of— 
(i) core al-Qa’ida, including a list of which 

known individuals constitute core al-Qa’ida; 
(ii) the Islamic State, including a list of 

which known individuals constitute Islamic 
State leadership; 

(iii) an affiliated group of the Islamic 
State or al-Qa’ida, including a list of which 
known groups constitute an affiliate group 
of the Islamic State or al-Qa’ida; 

(iv) an associated group of the Islamic 
State or al-Qa’ida, including a list of which 
known groups constitute an associated group 
of the Islamic State or al-Qa’ida; 

(v) an adherent of the Islamic State or al- 
Qa’ida, including a list of which known 
groups constitute an adherent of the Islamic 
State or al-Qa’ida; and 

(vi) a group aligned with the Islamic State 
or al-Qa’ida, including a description of what 
actions a group takes or statements it 
makes that qualify it as a group aligned with 
the Islamic State or al-Qa’ida. 

(B) An assessment of the relationship be-
tween all identified Islamic State or al- 
Qa’ida affiliated groups, associated groups, 
and adherents with Islamic State leadership 
or core al-Qa’ida. 

(C) An assessment of the strengthening or 
weakening of the Islamic State or al-Qa’ida, 
its affiliated groups, associated groups, and 
adherents, from January 1, 2010, to the 
present, including a description of the 
metrics that are used to assess strength-
ening or weakening and an assessment of the 
relative increase or decrease in violent at-
tacks attributed to such entities. 

(D) An assessment of whether an individual 
can be a member of core al-Qa’ida if such in-
dividual is not located in Afghanistan or 
Pakistan. 

(E) An assessment of whether an individual 
can be a member of core al-Qa’ida as well as 
a member of an al-Qa’ida affiliated group, as-
sociated group, or adherent. 

(F) A definition of defeat of the Islamic 
State or core al-Qa’ida. 

(G) An assessment of the extent or coordi-
nation, command, and control between the 
Islamic State or core al-Qa’ida and their af-
filiated groups, associated groups, and adher-
ents, specifically addressing each such enti-
ty. 

(H) An assessment of the effectiveness of 
counterterrorism operations against the Is-
lamic State or core al-Qa’ida, their affiliated 
groups, associated groups, and adherents, 
and whether such operations have had a sus-
tained impact on the capabilities and effec-
tiveness of the Islamic State or core al- 
Qa’ida, their affiliated groups, associated 
groups, and adherents. 

(4) FORM.—The report under paragraph (1) 
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but 
may include a classified annex. 

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the following: 

(1) The congressional intelligence commit-
tees. 

(2) The Committees on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate. 
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(3) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of 

the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 
SEC. 705. REPORT ON EFFECTS OF DATA BREACH 

OF OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGE-
MENT. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
President shall transmit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees a report on 
the data breach of the Office of Personnel 
Management disclosed in June 2015. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) The effects, if any, of the data breach 
on the operations of the intelligence commu-
nity abroad, including the types of oper-
ations, if any, that have been negatively af-
fected or entirely suspended or terminated as 
a result of the data breach. 

(2) An assessment of the effects of the data 
breach on each element of the intelligence 
community. 

(3) An assessment of how foreign persons, 
groups, or countries may use the data col-
lected by the data breach (particularly re-
garding information included in background 
investigations for security clearances), in-
cluding with respect to— 

(A) recruiting intelligence assets; 
(B) influencing decisionmaking processes 

within the Federal Government, including 
regarding foreign policy decisions; and 

(C) compromising employees of the Federal 
Government and friends and families of such 
employees for the purpose of gaining access 
to sensitive national security and economic 
information. 

(4) An assessment of which departments or 
agencies of the Federal Government use the 
best practices to protect sensitive data, in-
cluding a summary of any such best prac-
tices that were not used by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management. 

(5) An assessment of the best practices 
used by the departments or agencies identi-
fied under paragraph (4) to identify and fix 
potential vulnerabilities in the systems of 
the department or agency. 

(c) BRIEFING.—The Director of National In-
telligence shall provide to the congressional 
intelligence committees an interim briefing 
on the report under subsection (a), including 
a discussion of proposals and options for re-
sponding to cyber attacks. 

(d) FORM.—The report under subsection (a) 
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but 
may include a classified annex. 
SEC. 706. REPORT ON HIRING OF GRADUATES OF 

CYBER CORPS SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM BY INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence, in co-
ordination with the Director of the National 
Science Foundation, shall submit to the con-
gressional intelligence committees a report 
on the employment by the intelligence com-
munity of graduates of the Cyber Corps 
Scholarship Program. The report shall in-
clude the following: 

(1) The number of graduates of the Cyber 
Corps Scholarship Program hired by each 
element of the intelligence community. 

(2) A description of how each element of 
the intelligence community recruits grad-
uates of the Cyber Corps Scholar Program. 

(3) A description of any processes available 
to the intelligence community to expedite 
the hiring or processing of security clear-
ances for graduates of the Cyber Corps 
Scholar Program. 

(4) Recommendations by the Director of 
National Intelligence to improve the hiring 
by the intelligence community of graduates 
of the Cyber Corps Scholarship Program, in-
cluding any recommendations for legislative 
action to carry out such improvements. 

(b) CYBER CORPS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Cyber 
Corps Scholarship Program’’ means the Fed-
eral Cyber Scholarship-for-Service Program 
under section 302 of the Cybersecurity En-
hancement Act of 2014 (15 U.S.C. 7442). 
SEC. 707. REPORT ON USE OF CERTAIN BUSINESS 

CONCERNS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees a report on the representation, 
as of the date of the report, of covered busi-
ness concerns among the contractors that 
are awarded contracts by elements of the in-
telligence community for goods, equipment, 
tools, and services. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) The representation of covered business 
concerns as described in subsection (a), in-
cluding such representation by— 

(A) each type of covered business concern; 
and 

(B) each element of the intelligence com-
munity. 

(2) If, as of the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director does not record and 
monitor the statistics required to carry out 
this section, a description of the actions 
taken by the Director to ensure that such 
statistics are recorded and monitored begin-
ning in fiscal year 2016. 

(3) The actions the Director plans to take 
during fiscal year 2016 to enhance the award-
ing of contracts to covered business concerns 
by elements of the intelligence community. 

(c) COVERED BUSINESS CONCERNS DEFINED.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘covered business 
concerns’’ means the following: 

(1) Minority-owned businesses. 
(2) Women-owned businesses. 
(3) Small disadvantaged businesses. 
(4) Service-disabled veteran-owned busi-

nesses. 
(5) Veteran-owned small businesses. 

Subtitle B—Other Matters 
SEC. 711. USE OF HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT 

FUNDS IN CONJUNCTION WITH DE-
PARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL 
LABORATORIES. 

Section 2008(a) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 609(a)) is amended in the 
matter preceding paragraph (1) by inserting 
‘‘including by working in conjunction with a 
National Laboratory (as defined in section 
2(3) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 15801(3))),’’ after ‘‘plans,’’. 
SEC. 712. INCLUSION OF CERTAIN MINORITY- 

SERVING INSTITUTIONS IN GRANT 
PROGRAM TO ENHANCE RECRUIT-
ING OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
WORKFORCE. 

Section 1024 of the National Security Act 
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3224) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘histori-

cally black colleges and universities and 
Predominantly Black Institutions’’ and in-
serting ‘‘historically black colleges and uni-
versities, Predominantly Black Institutions, 
Hispanic-serving institutions, and Asian 
American and Native American Pacific Is-
lander-serving institutions’’; and 

(B) in the subsection heading, by striking 
‘‘HISTORICALLY BLACK’’ and inserting ‘‘CER-
TAIN MINORITY-SERVING’’; and 

(2) in subsection (g)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-

graph (7); and 
(B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-

lowing new paragraphs (5) and (6): 
‘‘(5) HISPANIC-SERVING INSTITUTION.—The 

term ‘Hispanic-serving institution’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 502(a)(5) 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1101a(a)(5)). 

‘‘(6) ASIAN AMERICAN AND NATIVE AMERICAN 
PACIFIC ISLANDER-SERVING INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘Asian American and Native American 
Pacific Islander-serving institution’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 320(b)(2) 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1059g(b)(2)).’’. 

DIVISION N—CYBERSECURITY ACT OF 
2015 

SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be 

cited as the ‘‘Cybersecurity Act of 2015’’. 
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-

tents for this division is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
TITLE I—CYBERSECURITY INFORMATION 

SHARING 
Sec. 101. Short title. 
Sec. 102. Definitions. 
Sec. 103. Sharing of information by the Fed-

eral Government. 
Sec. 104. Authorizations for preventing, de-

tecting, analyzing, and miti-
gating cybersecurity threats. 

Sec. 105. Sharing of cyber threat indicators 
and defensive measures with 
the Federal Government. 

Sec. 106. Protection from liability. 
Sec. 107. Oversight of Government activi-

ties. 
Sec. 108. Construction and preemption. 
Sec. 109. Report on cybersecurity threats. 
Sec. 110. Exception to limitation on author-

ity of Secretary of Defense to 
disseminate certain informa-
tion. 

Sec. 111. Effective period. 
TITLE II—NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY 

ADVANCEMENT 
Subtitle A—National Cybersecurity and 

Communications Integration Center 
Sec. 201. Short title. 
Sec. 202. Definitions. 
Sec. 203. Information sharing structure and 

processes. 
Sec. 204. Information sharing and analysis 

organizations. 
Sec. 205. National response framework. 
Sec. 206. Report on reducing cybersecurity 

risks in DHS data centers. 
Sec. 207. Assessment. 
Sec. 208. Multiple simultaneous cyber inci-

dents at critical infrastructure. 
Sec. 209. Report on cybersecurity 

vulnerabilities of United States 
ports. 

Sec. 210. Prohibition on new regulatory au-
thority. 

Sec. 211. Termination of reporting require-
ments. 

Subtitle B—Federal Cybersecurity 
Enhancement 

Sec. 221. Short title. 
Sec. 222. Definitions. 
Sec. 223. Improved Federal network secu-

rity. 
Sec. 224. Advanced internal defenses. 
Sec. 225. Federal cybersecurity require-

ments. 
Sec. 226. Assessment; reports. 
Sec. 227. Termination. 
Sec. 228. Identification of information sys-

tems relating to national secu-
rity. 

Sec. 229. Direction to agencies. 
TITLE III—FEDERAL CYBERSECURITY 

WORKFORCE ASSESSMENT 
Sec. 301. Short title. 
Sec. 302. Definitions. 
Sec. 303. National cybersecurity workforce 

measurement initiative. 
Sec. 304. Identification of cyber-related 

work roles of critical need. 
Sec. 305. Government Accountability Office 

status reports. 
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TITLE IV—OTHER CYBER MATTERS 

Sec. 401. Study on mobile device security. 
Sec. 402. Department of State international 

cyberspace policy strategy. 
Sec. 403. Apprehension and prosecution of 

international cyber criminals. 
Sec. 404. Enhancement of emergency serv-

ices. 
Sec. 405. Improving cybersecurity in the 

health care industry. 
Sec. 406. Federal computer security. 
Sec. 407. Stopping the fraudulent sale of fi-

nancial information of people of 
the United States. 

TITLE I—CYBERSECURITY INFORMATION 
SHARING 

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Cybersecu-

rity Information Sharing Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 3502 of 
title 44, United States Code. 

(2) ANTITRUST LAWS.—The term ‘‘antitrust 
laws’’— 

(A) has the meaning given the term in the 
first section of the Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 12); 

(B) includes section 5 of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 45) to the extent 
that section 5 of that Act applies to unfair 
methods of competition; and 

(C) includes any State antitrust law, but 
only to the extent that such law is con-
sistent with the law referred to in subpara-
graph (A) or the law referred to in subpara-
graph (B). 

(3) APPROPRIATE FEDERAL ENTITIES.—The 
term ‘‘appropriate Federal entities’’ means 
the following: 

(A) The Department of Commerce. 
(B) The Department of Defense. 
(C) The Department of Energy. 
(D) The Department of Homeland Security. 
(E) The Department of Justice. 
(F) The Department of the Treasury. 
(G) The Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence. 
(4) CYBERSECURITY PURPOSE.—The term 

‘‘cybersecurity purpose’’ means the purpose 
of protecting an information system or infor-
mation that is stored on, processed by, or 
transiting an information system from a cy-
bersecurity threat or security vulnerability. 

(5) CYBERSECURITY THREAT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the term ‘‘cybersecurity 
threat’’ means an action, not protected by 
the First Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, on or through an informa-
tion system that may result in an unauthor-
ized effort to adversely impact the security, 
availability, confidentiality, or integrity of 
an information system or information that 
is stored on, processed by, or transiting an 
information system. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘cybersecurity 
threat’’ does not include any action that 
solely involves a violation of a consumer 
term of service or a consumer licensing 
agreement. 

(6) CYBER THREAT INDICATOR.—The term 
‘‘cyber threat indicator’’ means information 
that is necessary to describe or identify— 

(A) malicious reconnaissance, including 
anomalous patterns of communications that 
appear to be transmitted for the purpose of 
gathering technical information related to a 
cybersecurity threat or security vulner-
ability; 

(B) a method of defeating a security con-
trol or exploitation of a security vulner-
ability; 

(C) a security vulnerability, including 
anomalous activity that appears to indicate 
the existence of a security vulnerability; 

(D) a method of causing a user with legiti-
mate access to an information system or in-

formation that is stored on, processed by, or 
transiting an information system to unwit-
tingly enable the defeat of a security control 
or exploitation of a security vulnerability; 

(E) malicious cyber command and control; 
(F) the actual or potential harm caused by 

an incident, including a description of the in-
formation exfiltrated as a result of a par-
ticular cybersecurity threat; 

(G) any other attribute of a cybersecurity 
threat, if disclosure of such attribute is not 
otherwise prohibited by law; or 

(H) any combination thereof. 
(7) DEFENSIVE MEASURE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the term ‘‘defensive meas-
ure’’ means an action, device, procedure, sig-
nature, technique, or other measure applied 
to an information system or information 
that is stored on, processed by, or transiting 
an information system that detects, pre-
vents, or mitigates a known or suspected cy-
bersecurity threat or security vulnerability. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘defensive meas-
ure’’ does not include a measure that de-
stroys, renders unusable, provides unauthor-
ized access to, or substantially harms an in-
formation system or information stored on, 
processed by, or transiting such information 
system not owned by— 

(i) the private entity operating the meas-
ure; or 

(ii) another entity or Federal entity that is 
authorized to provide consent and has pro-
vided consent to that private entity for oper-
ation of such measure. 

(8) FEDERAL ENTITY.—The term ‘‘Federal 
entity’’ means a department or agency of the 
United States or any component of such de-
partment or agency. 

(9) INFORMATION SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘infor-
mation system’’— 

(A) has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 3502 of title 44, United States Code; and 

(B) includes industrial control systems, 
such as supervisory control and data acquisi-
tion systems, distributed control systems, 
and programmable logic controllers. 

(10) LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—The term ‘‘local 
government’’ means any borough, city, coun-
ty, parish, town, township, village, or other 
political subdivision of a State. 

(11) MALICIOUS CYBER COMMAND AND CON-
TROL.—The term ‘‘malicious cyber command 
and control’’ means a method for unauthor-
ized remote identification of, access to, or 
use of, an information system or information 
that is stored on, processed by, or transiting 
an information system. 

(12) MALICIOUS RECONNAISSANCE.—The term 
‘‘malicious reconnaissance’’ means a method 
for actively probing or passively monitoring 
an information system for the purpose of dis-
cerning security vulnerabilities of the infor-
mation system, if such method is associated 
with a known or suspected cybersecurity 
threat. 

(13) MONITOR.—The term ‘‘monitor’’ means 
to acquire, identify, or scan, or to possess, 
information that is stored on, processed by, 
or transiting an information system. 

(14) NON-FEDERAL ENTITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this paragraph, the term ‘‘non-Fed-
eral entity’’ means any private entity, non- 
Federal government agency or department, 
or State, tribal, or local government (includ-
ing a political subdivision, department, or 
component thereof). 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘non-Federal 
entity’’ includes a government agency or de-
partment of the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United 
States Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
any other territory or possession of the 
United States. 

(C) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘non-Federal en-
tity’’ does not include a foreign power as de-
fined in section 101 of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (50 U.S.C. 
1801). 

(15) PRIVATE ENTITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this paragraph, the term ‘‘private 
entity’’ means any person or private group, 
organization, proprietorship, partnership, 
trust, cooperative, corporation, or other 
commercial or nonprofit entity, including an 
officer, employee, or agent thereof. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘private entity’’ 
includes a State, tribal, or local government 
performing utility services, such as electric, 
natural gas, or water services. 

(C) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘private entity’’ 
does not include a foreign power as defined 
in section 101 of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act of 1978 (50 U.S.C. 1801). 

(16) SECURITY CONTROL.—The term ‘‘secu-
rity control’’ means the management, oper-
ational, and technical controls used to pro-
tect against an unauthorized effort to ad-
versely affect the confidentiality, integrity, 
and availability of an information system or 
its information. 

(17) SECURITY VULNERABILITY.—The term 
‘‘security vulnerability’’ means any at-
tribute of hardware, software, process, or 
procedure that could enable or facilitate the 
defeat of a security control. 

(18) TRIBAL.—The term ‘‘tribal’’ has the 
meaning given the term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ in 
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 
450b). 
SEC. 103. SHARING OF INFORMATION BY THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with the pro-
tection of classified information, intel-
ligence sources and methods, and privacy 
and civil liberties, the Director of National 
Intelligence, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the Secretary of Defense, and the At-
torney General, in consultation with the 
heads of the appropriate Federal entities, 
shall jointly develop and issue procedures to 
facilitate and promote— 

(1) the timely sharing of classified cyber 
threat indicators and defensive measures in 
the possession of the Federal Government 
with representatives of relevant Federal en-
tities and non-Federal entities that have ap-
propriate security clearances; 

(2) the timely sharing with relevant Fed-
eral entities and non-Federal entities of 
cyber threat indicators, defensive measures, 
and information relating to cybersecurity 
threats or authorized uses under this title, in 
the possession of the Federal Government 
that may be declassified and shared at an un-
classified level; 

(3) the timely sharing with relevant Fed-
eral entities and non-Federal entities, or the 
public if appropriate, of unclassified, includ-
ing controlled unclassified, cyber threat in-
dicators and defensive measures in the pos-
session of the Federal Government; 

(4) the timely sharing with Federal entities 
and non-Federal entities, if appropriate, of 
information relating to cybersecurity 
threats or authorized uses under this title, in 
the possession of the Federal Government 
about cybersecurity threats to such entities 
to prevent or mitigate adverse effects from 
such cybersecurity threats; and 

(5) the periodic sharing, through publica-
tion and targeted outreach, of cybersecurity 
best practices that are developed based on 
ongoing analyses of cyber threat indicators, 
defensive measures, and information relating 
to cybersecurity threats or authorized uses 
under this title, in the possession of the Fed-
eral Government, with attention to accessi-
bility and implementation challenges faced 
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by small business concerns (as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
632)). 

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF PROCEDURES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The procedures developed 

under subsection (a) shall— 
(A) ensure the Federal Government has 

and maintains the capability to share cyber 
threat indicators and defensive measures in 
real time consistent with the protection of 
classified information; 

(B) incorporate, to the greatest extent 
practicable, existing processes and existing 
roles and responsibilities of Federal entities 
and non-Federal entities for information 
sharing by the Federal Government, includ-
ing sector specific information sharing and 
analysis centers; 

(C) include procedures for notifying, in a 
timely manner, Federal entities and non- 
Federal entities that have received a cyber 
threat indicator or defensive measure from a 
Federal entity under this title that is known 
or determined to be in error or in contraven-
tion of the requirements of this title or an-
other provision of Federal law or policy of 
such error or contravention; 

(D) include requirements for Federal enti-
ties sharing cyber threat indicators or defen-
sive measures to implement and utilize secu-
rity controls to protect against unauthorized 
access to or acquisition of such cyber threat 
indicators or defensive measures; 

(E) include procedures that require a Fed-
eral entity, prior to the sharing of a cyber 
threat indicator— 

(i) to review such cyber threat indicator to 
assess whether such cyber threat indicator 
contains any information not directly re-
lated to a cybersecurity threat that such 
Federal entity knows at the time of sharing 
to be personal information of a specific indi-
vidual or information that identifies a spe-
cific individual and remove such informa-
tion; or 

(ii) to implement and utilize a technical 
capability configured to remove any infor-
mation not directly related to a cybersecu-
rity threat that the Federal entity knows at 
the time of sharing to be personal informa-
tion of a specific individual or information 
that identifies a specific individual; and 

(F) include procedures for notifying, in a 
timely manner, any United States person 
whose personal information is known or de-
termined to have been shared by a Federal 
entity in violation of this title. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—In developing the pro-
cedures required under this section, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Secretary 
of Defense, and the Attorney General shall 
consult with appropriate Federal entities, in-
cluding the Small Business Administration 
and the National Laboratories (as defined in 
section 2 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 15801)), to ensure that effective proto-
cols are implemented that will facilitate and 
promote the sharing of cyber threat indica-
tors by the Federal Government in a timely 
manner. 

(c) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 60 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Director of National Intel-
ligence, in consultation with the heads of the 
appropriate Federal entities, shall submit to 
Congress the procedures required by sub-
section (a). 
SEC. 104. AUTHORIZATIONS FOR PREVENTING, 

DETECTING, ANALYZING, AND MITI-
GATING CYBERSECURITY THREATS. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR MONITORING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, a private entity may, 
for cybersecurity purposes, monitor— 

(A) an information system of such private 
entity; 

(B) an information system of another non- 
Federal entity, upon the authorization and 
written consent of such other entity; 

(C) an information system of a Federal en-
tity, upon the authorization and written con-
sent of an authorized representative of the 
Federal entity; and 

(D) information that is stored on, proc-
essed by, or transiting an information sys-
tem monitored by the private entity under 
this paragraph. 

(2) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed— 

(A) to authorize the monitoring of an in-
formation system, or the use of any informa-
tion obtained through such monitoring, 
other than as provided in this title; or 

(B) to limit otherwise lawful activity. 
(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR OPERATION OF DE-

FENSIVE MEASURES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, a private entity may, 
for cybersecurity purposes, operate a defen-
sive measure that is applied to— 

(A) an information system of such private 
entity in order to protect the rights or prop-
erty of the private entity; 

(B) an information system of another non- 
Federal entity upon written consent of such 
entity for operation of such defensive meas-
ure to protect the rights or property of such 
entity; and 

(C) an information system of a Federal en-
tity upon written consent of an authorized 
representative of such Federal entity for op-
eration of such defensive measure to protect 
the rights or property of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

(2) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed— 

(A) to authorize the use of a defensive 
measure other than as provided in this sub-
section; or 

(B) to limit otherwise lawful activity. 
(c) AUTHORIZATION FOR SHARING OR RECEIV-

ING CYBER THREAT INDICATORS OR DEFENSIVE 
MEASURES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2) and notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, a non-Federal entity may, 
for a cybersecurity purpose and consistent 
with the protection of classified information, 
share with, or receive from, any other non- 
Federal entity or the Federal Government a 
cyber threat indicator or defensive measure. 

(2) LAWFUL RESTRICTION.—A non-Federal 
entity receiving a cyber threat indicator or 
defensive measure from another non-Federal 
entity or a Federal entity shall comply with 
otherwise lawful restrictions placed on the 
sharing or use of such cyber threat indicator 
or defensive measure by the sharing non- 
Federal entity or Federal entity. 

(3) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed— 

(A) to authorize the sharing or receiving of 
a cyber threat indicator or defensive meas-
ure other than as provided in this sub-
section; or 

(B) to limit otherwise lawful activity. 
(d) PROTECTION AND USE OF INFORMATION.— 
(1) SECURITY OF INFORMATION.—A non-Fed-

eral entity monitoring an information sys-
tem, operating a defensive measure, or pro-
viding or receiving a cyber threat indicator 
or defensive measure under this section shall 
implement and utilize a security control to 
protect against unauthorized access to or ac-
quisition of such cyber threat indicator or 
defensive measure. 

(2) REMOVAL OF CERTAIN PERSONAL INFOR-
MATION.—A non-Federal entity sharing a 
cyber threat indicator pursuant to this title 
shall, prior to such sharing— 

(A) review such cyber threat indicator to 
assess whether such cyber threat indicator 
contains any information not directly re-
lated to a cybersecurity threat that the non- 

Federal entity knows at the time of sharing 
to be personal information of a specific indi-
vidual or information that identifies a spe-
cific individual and remove such informa-
tion; or 

(B) implement and utilize a technical capa-
bility configured to remove any information 
not directly related to a cybersecurity 
threat that the non-Federal entity knows at 
the time of sharing to be personal informa-
tion of a specific individual or information 
that identifies a specific individual. 

(3) USE OF CYBER THREAT INDICATORS AND 
DEFENSIVE MEASURES BY NON-FEDERAL ENTI-
TIES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with this 
title, a cyber threat indicator or defensive 
measure shared or received under this sec-
tion may, for cybersecurity purposes— 

(i) be used by a non-Federal entity to mon-
itor or operate a defensive measure that is 
applied to— 

(I) an information system of the non-Fed-
eral entity; or 

(II) an information system of another non- 
Federal entity or a Federal entity upon the 
written consent of that other non-Federal 
entity or that Federal entity; and 

(ii) be otherwise used, retained, and further 
shared by a non-Federal entity subject to— 

(I) an otherwise lawful restriction placed 
by the sharing non-Federal entity or Federal 
entity on such cyber threat indicator or de-
fensive measure; or 

(II) an otherwise applicable provision of 
law. 

(B) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed to authorize the use 
of a cyber threat indicator or defensive 
measure other than as provided in this sec-
tion. 

(4) USE OF CYBER THREAT INDICATORS BY 
STATE, TRIBAL, OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT.— 

(A) LAW ENFORCEMENT USE.—A State, trib-
al, or local government that receives a cyber 
threat indicator or defensive measure under 
this title may use such cyber threat indi-
cator or defensive measure for the purposes 
described in section 105(d)(5)(A). 

(B) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—A cyber 
threat indicator or defensive measure shared 
by or with a State, tribal, or local govern-
ment, including a component of a State, 
tribal, or local government that is a private 
entity, under this section shall be— 

(i) deemed voluntarily shared information; 
and 

(ii) exempt from disclosure under any pro-
vision of State, tribal, or local freedom of in-
formation law, open government law, open 
meetings law, open records law, sunshine 
law, or similar law requiring disclosure of in-
formation or records. 

(C) STATE, TRIBAL, AND LOCAL REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
clause (ii), a cyber threat indicator or defen-
sive measure shared with a State, tribal, or 
local government under this title shall not 
be used by any State, tribal, or local govern-
ment to regulate, including an enforcement 
action, the lawful activity of any non-Fed-
eral entity or any activity taken by a non- 
Federal entity pursuant to mandatory stand-
ards, including an activity relating to moni-
toring, operating a defensive measure, or 
sharing of a cyber threat indicator. 

(ii) REGULATORY AUTHORITY SPECIFICALLY 
RELATING TO PREVENTION OR MITIGATION OF 
CYBERSECURITY THREATS.—A cyber threat in-
dicator or defensive measure shared as de-
scribed in clause (i) may, consistent with a 
State, tribal, or local government regulatory 
authority specifically relating to the preven-
tion or mitigation of cybersecurity threats 
to information systems, inform the develop-
ment or implementation of a regulation re-
lating to such information systems. 
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(e) ANTITRUST EXEMPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sec-

tion 108(e), it shall not be considered a viola-
tion of any provision of antitrust laws for 2 
or more private entities to exchange or pro-
vide a cyber threat indicator or defensive 
measure, or assistance relating to the pre-
vention, investigation, or mitigation of a cy-
bersecurity threat, for cybersecurity pur-
poses under this title. 

(2) APPLICABILITY.—Paragraph (1) shall 
apply only to information that is exchanged 
or assistance provided in order to assist 
with— 

(A) facilitating the prevention, investiga-
tion, or mitigation of a cybersecurity threat 
to an information system or information 
that is stored on, processed by, or transiting 
an information system; or 

(B) communicating or disclosing a cyber 
threat indicator to help prevent, investigate, 
or mitigate the effect of a cybersecurity 
threat to an information system or informa-
tion that is stored on, processed by, or 
transiting an information system. 

(f) NO RIGHT OR BENEFIT.—The sharing of a 
cyber threat indicator or defensive measure 
with a non-Federal entity under this title 
shall not create a right or benefit to similar 
information by such non-Federal entity or 
any other non-Federal entity. 
SEC. 105. SHARING OF CYBER THREAT INDICA-

TORS AND DEFENSIVE MEASURES 
WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR POLICIES AND PROCE-
DURES.— 

(1) INTERIM POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—Not 
later than 60 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Attorney General and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall, in 
consultation with the heads of the appro-
priate Federal entities, jointly develop and 
submit to Congress interim policies and pro-
cedures relating to the receipt of cyber 
threat indicators and defensive measures by 
the Federal Government. 

(2) FINAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—Not 
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney General 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall, in consultation with the heads of the 
appropriate Federal entities, jointly issue 
and make publicly available final policies 
and procedures relating to the receipt of 
cyber threat indicators and defensive meas-
ures by the Federal Government. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES.—Consistent with the guidelines 
required by subsection (b), the policies and 
procedures developed or issued under this 
subsection shall— 

(A) ensure that cyber threat indicators 
shared with the Federal Government by any 
non-Federal entity pursuant to section 104(c) 
through the real-time process described in 
subsection (c) of this section— 

(i) are shared in an automated manner 
with all of the appropriate Federal entities; 

(ii) are only subject to a delay, modifica-
tion, or other action due to controls estab-
lished for such real-time process that could 
impede real-time receipt by all of the appro-
priate Federal entities when the delay, modi-
fication, or other action is due to controls— 

(I) agreed upon unanimously by all of the 
heads of the appropriate Federal entities; 

(II) carried out before any of the appro-
priate Federal entities retains or uses the 
cyber threat indicators or defensive meas-
ures; and 

(III) uniformly applied such that each of 
the appropriate Federal entities is subject to 
the same delay, modification, or other ac-
tion; and 

(iii) may be provided to other Federal enti-
ties; 

(B) ensure that cyber threat indicators 
shared with the Federal Government by any 

non-Federal entity pursuant to section 104 in 
a manner other than the real-time process 
described in subsection (c) of this section— 

(i) are shared as quickly as operationally 
practicable with all of the appropriate Fed-
eral entities; 

(ii) are not subject to any unnecessary 
delay, interference, or any other action that 
could impede receipt by all of the appro-
priate Federal entities; and 

(iii) may be provided to other Federal enti-
ties; and 

(C) ensure there are— 
(i) audit capabilities; and 
(ii) appropriate sanctions in place for offi-

cers, employees, or agents of a Federal enti-
ty who knowingly and willfully conduct ac-
tivities under this title in an unauthorized 
manner. 

(4) GUIDELINES FOR ENTITIES SHARING CYBER 
THREAT INDICATORS WITH FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall jointly develop and 
make publicly available guidance to assist 
entities and promote sharing of cyber threat 
indicators with Federal entities under this 
title. 

(B) CONTENTS.—The guidelines developed 
and made publicly available under subpara-
graph (A) shall include guidance on the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Identification of types of information 
that would qualify as a cyber threat indi-
cator under this title that would be unlikely 
to include information that— 

(I) is not directly related to a cybersecu-
rity threat; and 

(II) is personal information of a specific in-
dividual or information that identifies a spe-
cific individual. 

(ii) Identification of types of information 
protected under otherwise applicable privacy 
laws that are unlikely to be directly related 
to a cybersecurity threat. 

(iii) Such other matters as the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity consider appropriate for entities shar-
ing cyber threat indicators with Federal en-
tities under this title. 

(b) PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES.— 
(1) INTERIM GUIDELINES.—Not later than 60 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Attorney General and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall, in consultation 
with heads of the appropriate Federal enti-
ties and in consultation with officers des-
ignated under section 1062 of the National 
Security Intelligence Reform Act of 2004 (42 
U.S.C. 2000ee–1), jointly develop, submit to 
Congress, and make available to the public 
interim guidelines relating to privacy and 
civil liberties which shall govern the receipt, 
retention, use, and dissemination of cyber 
threat indicators by a Federal entity ob-
tained in connection with activities author-
ized in this title. 

(2) FINAL GUIDELINES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall, in coordination 
with heads of the appropriate Federal enti-
ties and in consultation with officers des-
ignated under section 1062 of the National 
Security Intelligence Reform Act of 2004 (42 
U.S.C. 2000ee–1) and such private entities 
with industry expertise as the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Secretary consider relevant, 
jointly issue and make publicly available 
final guidelines relating to privacy and civil 
liberties which shall govern the receipt, re-
tention, use, and dissemination of cyber 
threat indicators by a Federal entity ob-
tained in connection with activities author-
ized in this title. 

(B) PERIODIC REVIEW.—The Attorney Gen-
eral and the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall, in coordination with heads of the ap-
propriate Federal entities and in consulta-
tion with officers and private entities de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), periodically, but 
not less frequently than once every 2 years, 
jointly review the guidelines issued under 
subparagraph (A). 

(3) CONTENT.—The guidelines required by 
paragraphs (1) and (2) shall, consistent with 
the need to protect information systems 
from cybersecurity threats and mitigate cy-
bersecurity threats— 

(A) limit the effect on privacy and civil lib-
erties of activities by the Federal Govern-
ment under this title; 

(B) limit the receipt, retention, use, and 
dissemination of cyber threat indicators con-
taining personal information of specific indi-
viduals or information that identifies spe-
cific individuals, including by establishing— 

(i) a process for the timely destruction of 
such information that is known not to be di-
rectly related to uses authorized under this 
title; and 

(ii) specific limitations on the length of 
any period in which a cyber threat indicator 
may be retained; 

(C) include requirements to safeguard 
cyber threat indicators containing personal 
information of specific individuals or infor-
mation that identifies specific individuals 
from unauthorized access or acquisition, in-
cluding appropriate sanctions for activities 
by officers, employees, or agents of the Fed-
eral Government in contravention of such 
guidelines; 

(D) consistent with this title, any other ap-
plicable provisions of law, and the fair infor-
mation practice principles set forth in ap-
pendix A of the document entitled ‘‘National 
Strategy for Trusted Identities in Cyber-
space’’ and published by the President in 
April 2011, govern the retention, use, and dis-
semination by the Federal Government of 
cyber threat indicators shared with the Fed-
eral Government under this title, including 
the extent, if any, to which such cyber 
threat indicators may be used by the Federal 
Government; 

(E) include procedures for notifying enti-
ties and Federal entities if information re-
ceived pursuant to this section is known or 
determined by a Federal entity receiving 
such information not to constitute a cyber 
threat indicator; 

(F) protect the confidentiality of cyber 
threat indicators containing personal infor-
mation of specific individuals or information 
that identifies specific individuals to the 
greatest extent practicable and require re-
cipients to be informed that such indicators 
may only be used for purposes authorized 
under this title; and 

(G) include steps that may be needed so 
that dissemination of cyber threat indicators 
is consistent with the protection of classified 
and other sensitive national security infor-
mation. 

(c) CAPABILITY AND PROCESS WITHIN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in co-
ordination with the heads of the appropriate 
Federal entities, shall develop and imple-
ment a capability and process within the De-
partment of Homeland Security that— 

(A) shall accept from any non-Federal enti-
ty in real time cyber threat indicators and 
defensive measures, pursuant to this section; 

(B) shall, upon submittal of the certifi-
cation under paragraph (2) that such capa-
bility and process fully and effectively oper-
ates as described in such paragraph, be the 
process by which the Federal Government re-
ceives cyber threat indicators and defensive 
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measures under this title that are shared by 
a non-Federal entity with the Federal Gov-
ernment through electronic mail or media, 
an interactive form on an Internet website, 
or a real time, automated process between 
information systems except— 

(i) consistent with section 104, communica-
tions between a Federal entity and a non- 
Federal entity regarding a previously shared 
cyber threat indicator to describe the rel-
evant cybersecurity threat or develop a de-
fensive measure based on such cyber threat 
indicator; and 

(ii) communications by a regulated non- 
Federal entity with such entity’s Federal 
regulatory authority regarding a cybersecu-
rity threat; 

(C) ensures that all of the appropriate Fed-
eral entities receive in an automated manner 
such cyber threat indicators and defensive 
measures shared through the real-time proc-
ess within the Department of Homeland Se-
curity; 

(D) is in compliance with the policies, pro-
cedures, and guidelines required by this sec-
tion; and 

(E) does not limit or prohibit otherwise 
lawful disclosures of communications, 
records, or other information, including— 

(i) reporting of known or suspected crimi-
nal activity, by a non-Federal entity to any 
other non-Federal entity or a Federal entity, 
including cyber threat indicators or defen-
sive measures shared with a Federal entity 
in furtherance of opening a Federal law en-
forcement investigation; 

(ii) voluntary or legally compelled partici-
pation in a Federal investigation; and 

(iii) providing cyber threat indicators or 
defensive measures as part of a statutory or 
authorized contractual requirement. 

(2) CERTIFICATION AND DESIGNATION.— 
(A) CERTIFICATION OF CAPABILITY AND PROC-

ESS.—Not later than 90 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall, in consultation 
with the heads of the appropriate Federal en-
tities, submit to Congress a certification as 
to whether the capability and process re-
quired by paragraph (1) fully and effectively 
operates— 

(i) as the process by which the Federal 
Government receives from any non-Federal 
entity a cyber threat indicator or defensive 
measure under this title; and 

(ii) in accordance with the interim poli-
cies, procedures, and guidelines developed 
under this title. 

(B) DESIGNATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—At any time after certifi-

cation is submitted under subparagraph (A), 
the President may designate an appropriate 
Federal entity, other than the Department 
of Defense (including the National Security 
Agency), to develop and implement a capa-
bility and process as described in paragraph 
(1) in addition to the capability and process 
developed under such paragraph by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, if, not fewer 
than 30 days before making such designation, 
the President submits to Congress a certifi-
cation and explanation that— 

(I) such designation is necessary to ensure 
that full, effective, and secure operation of a 
capability and process for the Federal Gov-
ernment to receive from any non-Federal en-
tity cyber threat indicators or defensive 
measures under this title; 

(II) the designated appropriate Federal en-
tity will receive and share cyber threat indi-
cators and defensive measures in accordance 
with the policies, procedures, and guidelines 
developed under this title, including sub-
section (a)(3)(A); and 

(III) such designation is consistent with 
the mission of such appropriate Federal enti-
ty and improves the ability of the Federal 
Government to receive, share, and use cyber 

threat indicators and defensive measures as 
authorized under this title. 

(ii) APPLICATION TO ADDITIONAL CAPABILITY 
AND PROCESS.—If the President designates an 
appropriate Federal entity to develop and 
implement a capability and process under 
clause (i), the provisions of this title that 
apply to the capability and process required 
by paragraph (1) shall also be construed to 
apply to the capability and process devel-
oped and implemented under clause (i). 

(3) PUBLIC NOTICE AND ACCESS.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall ensure 
there is public notice of, and access to, the 
capability and process developed and imple-
mented under paragraph (1) so that— 

(A) any non-Federal entity may share 
cyber threat indicators and defensive meas-
ures through such process with the Federal 
Government; and 

(B) all of the appropriate Federal entities 
receive such cyber threat indicators and de-
fensive measures in real time with receipt 
through the process within the Department 
of Homeland Security consistent with the 
policies and procedures issued under sub-
section (a). 

(4) OTHER FEDERAL ENTITIES.—The process 
developed and implemented under paragraph 
(1) shall ensure that other Federal entities 
receive in a timely manner any cyber threat 
indicators and defensive measures shared 
with the Federal Government through such 
process. 

(d) INFORMATION SHARED WITH OR PROVIDED 
TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.— 

(1) NO WAIVER OF PRIVILEGE OR PROTEC-
TION.—The provision of cyber threat indica-
tors and defensive measures to the Federal 
Government under this title shall not con-
stitute a waiver of any applicable privilege 
or protection provided by law, including 
trade secret protection. 

(2) PROPRIETARY INFORMATION.—Consistent 
with section 104(c)(2) and any other applica-
ble provision of law, a cyber threat indicator 
or defensive measure provided by a non-Fed-
eral entity to the Federal Government under 
this title shall be considered the commer-
cial, financial, and proprietary information 
of such non-Federal entity when so des-
ignated by the originating non-Federal enti-
ty or a third party acting in accordance with 
the written authorization of the originating 
non-Federal entity. 

(3) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—A cyber 
threat indicator or defensive measure shared 
with the Federal Government under this 
title shall be— 

(A) deemed voluntarily shared information 
and exempt from disclosure under section 552 
of title 5, United States Code, and any State, 
tribal, or local provision of law requiring dis-
closure of information or records; and 

(B) withheld, without discretion, from the 
public under section 552(b)(3)(B) of title 5, 
United States Code, and any State, tribal, or 
local provision of law requiring disclosure of 
information or records. 

(4) EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS.—The provi-
sion of a cyber threat indicator or defensive 
measure to the Federal Government under 
this title shall not be subject to a rule of any 
Federal agency or department or any judi-
cial doctrine regarding ex parte communica-
tions with a decision-making official. 

(5) DISCLOSURE, RETENTION, AND USE.— 
(A) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—Cyber threat 

indicators and defensive measures provided 
to the Federal Government under this title 
may be disclosed to, retained by, and used 
by, consistent with otherwise applicable pro-
visions of Federal law, any Federal agency or 
department, component, officer, employee, 
or agent of the Federal Government solely 
for— 

(i) a cybersecurity purpose; 
(ii) the purpose of identifying— 

(I) a cybersecurity threat, including the 
source of such cybersecurity threat; or 

(II) a security vulnerability; 
(iii) the purpose of responding to, or other-

wise preventing or mitigating, a specific 
threat of death, a specific threat of serious 
bodily harm, or a specific threat of serious 
economic harm, including a terrorist act or 
a use of a weapon of mass destruction; 

(iv) the purpose of responding to, inves-
tigating, prosecuting, or otherwise pre-
venting or mitigating, a serious threat to a 
minor, including sexual exploitation and 
threats to physical safety; or 

(v) the purpose of preventing, inves-
tigating, disrupting, or prosecuting an of-
fense arising out of a threat described in 
clause (iii) or any of the offenses listed in— 

(I) sections 1028 through 1030 of title 18, 
United States Code (relating to fraud and 
identity theft); 

(II) chapter 37 of such title (relating to es-
pionage and censorship); and 

(III) chapter 90 of such title (relating to 
protection of trade secrets). 

(B) PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES.—Cyber threat 
indicators and defensive measures provided 
to the Federal Government under this title 
shall not be disclosed to, retained by, or used 
by any Federal agency or department for any 
use not permitted under subparagraph (A). 

(C) PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES.—Cyber 
threat indicators and defensive measures 
provided to the Federal Government under 
this title shall be retained, used, and dis-
seminated by the Federal Government— 

(i) in accordance with the policies, proce-
dures, and guidelines required by subsections 
(a) and (b); 

(ii) in a manner that protects from unau-
thorized use or disclosure any cyber threat 
indicators that may contain— 

(I) personal information of a specific indi-
vidual; or 

(II) information that identifies a specific 
individual; and 

(iii) in a manner that protects the con-
fidentiality of cyber threat indicators con-
taining— 

(I) personal information of a specific indi-
vidual; or 

(II) information that identifies a specific 
individual. 

(D) FEDERAL REGULATORY AUTHORITY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), cyber threat indicators and defen-
sive measures provided to the Federal Gov-
ernment under this title shall not be used by 
any Federal, State, tribal, or local govern-
ment to regulate, including an enforcement 
action, the lawful activities of any non-Fed-
eral entity or any activities taken by a non- 
Federal entity pursuant to mandatory stand-
ards, including activities relating to moni-
toring, operating defensive measures, or 
sharing cyber threat indicators. 

(ii) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(I) REGULATORY AUTHORITY SPECIFICALLY 

RELATING TO PREVENTION OR MITIGATION OF 
CYBERSECURITY THREATS.—Cyber threat indi-
cators and defensive measures provided to 
the Federal Government under this title 
may, consistent with Federal or State regu-
latory authority specifically relating to the 
prevention or mitigation of cybersecurity 
threats to information systems, inform the 
development or implementation of regula-
tions relating to such information systems. 

(II) PROCEDURES DEVELOPED AND IMPLE-
MENTED UNDER THIS TITLE.—Clause (i) shall 
not apply to procedures developed and imple-
mented under this title. 
SEC. 106. PROTECTION FROM LIABILITY. 

(a) MONITORING OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS.— 
No cause of action shall lie or be maintained 
in any court against any private entity, and 
such action shall be promptly dismissed, for 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00259 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9636 December 17, 2015 
the monitoring of an information system and 
information under section 104(a) that is con-
ducted in accordance with this title. 

(b) SHARING OR RECEIPT OF CYBER THREAT 
INDICATORS.—No cause of action shall lie or 
be maintained in any court against any pri-
vate entity, and such action shall be prompt-
ly dismissed, for the sharing or receipt of a 
cyber threat indicator or defensive measure 
under section 104(c) if— 

(1) such sharing or receipt is conducted in 
accordance with this title; and 

(2) in a case in which a cyber threat indi-
cator or defensive measure is shared with the 
Federal Government, the cyber threat indi-
cator or defensive measure is shared in a 
manner that is consistent with section 
105(c)(1)(B) and the sharing or receipt, as the 
case may be, occurs after the earlier of— 

(A) the date on which the interim policies 
and procedures are submitted to Congress 
under section 105(a)(1) and guidelines are 
submitted to Congress under section 
105(b)(1); or 

(B) the date that is 60 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(c) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this title 
shall be construed— 

(1) to create— 
(A) a duty to share a cyber threat indicator 

or defensive measure; or 
(B) a duty to warn or act based on the re-

ceipt of a cyber threat indicator or defensive 
measure; or 

(2) to undermine or limit the availability 
of otherwise applicable common law or stat-
utory defenses. 

SEC. 107. OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT ACTIVI-
TIES. 

(a) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this title, the 
heads of the appropriate Federal entities 
shall jointly submit to Congress a detailed 
report concerning the implementation of 
this title. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) may include such recommenda-
tions as the heads of the appropriate Federal 
entities may have for improvements or 
modifications to the authorities, policies, 
procedures, and guidelines under this title 
and shall include the following: 

(A) An evaluation of the effectiveness of 
real-time information sharing through the 
capability and process developed under sec-
tion 105(c), including any impediments to 
such real-time sharing. 

(B) An assessment of whether cyber threat 
indicators or defensive measures have been 
properly classified and an accounting of the 
number of security clearances authorized by 
the Federal Government for the purpose of 
sharing cyber threat indicators or defensive 
measures with the private sector. 

(C) The number of cyber threat indicators 
or defensive measures received through the 
capability and process developed under sec-
tion 105(c). 

(D) A list of Federal entities that have re-
ceived cyber threat indicators or defensive 
measures under this title. 

(b) BIENNIAL REPORT ON COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and not less frequently than once every 2 
years thereafter, the inspectors general of 
the appropriate Federal entities, in consulta-
tion with the Inspector General of the Intel-
ligence Community and the Council of In-
spectors General on Financial Oversight, 
shall jointly submit to Congress an inter-
agency report on the actions of the executive 
branch of the Federal Government to carry 
out this title during the most recent 2-year 
period. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall include, for the pe-
riod covered by the report, the following: 

(A) An assessment of the sufficiency of the 
policies, procedures, and guidelines relating 
to the sharing of cyber threat indicators 
within the Federal Government, including 
those policies, procedures, and guidelines re-
lating to the removal of information not di-
rectly related to a cybersecurity threat that 
is personal information of a specific indi-
vidual or information that identifies a spe-
cific individual. 

(B) An assessment of whether cyber threat 
indicators or defensive measures have been 
properly classified and an accounting of the 
number of security clearances authorized by 
the Federal Government for the purpose of 
sharing cyber threat indicators or defensive 
measures with the private sector. 

(C) A review of the actions taken by the 
Federal Government based on cyber threat 
indicators or defensive measures shared with 
the Federal Government under this title, in-
cluding a review of the following: 

(i) The appropriateness of subsequent uses 
and disseminations of cyber threat indica-
tors or defensive measures. 

(ii) Whether cyber threat indicators or de-
fensive measures were shared in a timely and 
adequate manner with appropriate entities, 
or, if appropriate, were made publicly avail-
able. 

(D) An assessment of the cyber threat indi-
cators or defensive measures shared with the 
appropriate Federal entities under this title, 
including the following: 

(i) The number of cyber threat indicators 
or defensive measures shared through the ca-
pability and process developed under section 
105(c). 

(ii) An assessment of any information not 
directly related to a cybersecurity threat 
that is personal information of a specific in-
dividual or information identifying a specific 
individual and was shared by a non-Federal 
government entity with the Federal govern-
ment in contravention of this title, or was 
shared within the Federal Government in 
contravention of the guidelines required by 
this title, including a description of any sig-
nificant violation of this title. 

(iii) The number of times, according to the 
Attorney General, that information shared 
under this title was used by a Federal entity 
to prosecute an offense listed in section 
105(d)(5)(A). 

(iv) A quantitative and qualitative assess-
ment of the effect of the sharing of cyber 
threat indicators or defensive measures with 
the Federal Government on privacy and civil 
liberties of specific individuals, including the 
number of notices that were issued with re-
spect to a failure to remove information not 
directly related to a cybersecurity threat 
that was personal information of a specific 
individual or information that identified a 
specific individual in accordance with the 
procedures required by section 105(b)(3)(E). 

(v) The adequacy of any steps taken by the 
Federal Government to reduce any adverse 
effect from activities carried out under this 
title on the privacy and civil liberties of 
United States persons. 

(E) An assessment of the sharing of cyber 
threat indicators or defensive measures 
among Federal entities to identify inappro-
priate barriers to sharing information. 

(3) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Each report sub-
mitted under this subsection may include 
such recommendations as the inspectors gen-
eral may have for improvements or modifica-
tions to the authorities and processes under 
this title. 

(c) INDEPENDENT REPORT ON REMOVAL OF 
PERSONAL INFORMATION.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Comptroller General of the United 

States shall submit to Congress a report on 
the actions taken by the Federal Govern-
ment to remove personal information from 
cyber threat indicators or defensive meas-
ures pursuant to this title. Such report shall 
include an assessment of the sufficiency of 
the policies, procedures, and guidelines es-
tablished under this title in addressing con-
cerns relating to privacy and civil liberties. 

(d) FORM OF REPORTS.—Each report re-
quired under this section shall be submitted 
in an unclassified form, but may include a 
classified annex. 

(e) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF REPORTS.—The 
unclassified portions of the reports required 
under this section shall be made available to 
the public. 
SEC. 108. CONSTRUCTION AND PREEMPTION. 

(a) OTHERWISE LAWFUL DISCLOSURES.— 
Nothing in this title shall be construed— 

(1) to limit or prohibit otherwise lawful 
disclosures of communications, records, or 
other information, including reporting of 
known or suspected criminal activity, by a 
non-Federal entity to any other non-Federal 
entity or the Federal Government under this 
title; or 

(2) to limit or prohibit otherwise lawful use 
of such disclosures by any Federal entity, 
even when such otherwise lawful disclosures 
duplicate or replicate disclosures made 
under this title. 

(b) WHISTLE BLOWER PROTECTIONS.—Noth-
ing in this title shall be construed to pro-
hibit or limit the disclosure of information 
protected under section 2302(b)(8) of title 5, 
United States Code (governing disclosures of 
illegality, waste, fraud, abuse, or public 
health or safety threats), section 7211 of title 
5, United States Code (governing disclosures 
to Congress), section 1034 of title 10, United 
States Code (governing disclosure to Con-
gress by members of the military), section 
1104 of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3234) (governing disclosure by employ-
ees of elements of the intelligence commu-
nity), or any similar provision of Federal or 
State law. 

(c) PROTECTION OF SOURCES AND METH-
ODS.—Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued— 

(1) as creating any immunity against, or 
otherwise affecting, any action brought by 
the Federal Government, or any agency or 
department thereof, to enforce any law, ex-
ecutive order, or procedure governing the ap-
propriate handling, disclosure, or use of clas-
sified information; 

(2) to affect the conduct of authorized law 
enforcement or intelligence activities; or 

(3) to modify the authority of a depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Government 
to protect classified information and sources 
and methods and the national security of the 
United States. 

(d) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Noth-
ing in this title shall be construed to affect 
any requirement under any other provision 
of law for a non-Federal entity to provide in-
formation to the Federal Government. 

(e) PROHIBITED CONDUCT.—Nothing in this 
title shall be construed to permit price-fix-
ing, allocating a market between competi-
tors, monopolizing or attempting to monopo-
lize a market, boycotting, or exchanges of 
price or cost information, customer lists, or 
information regarding future competitive 
planning. 

(f) INFORMATION SHARING RELATIONSHIPS.— 
Nothing in this title shall be construed— 

(1) to limit or modify an existing informa-
tion sharing relationship; 

(2) to prohibit a new information sharing 
relationship; 

(3) to require a new information sharing re-
lationship between any non-Federal entity 
and a Federal entity or another non-Federal 
entity; or 
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(4) to require the use of the capability and 

process within the Department of Homeland 
Security developed under section 105(c). 

(g) PRESERVATION OF CONTRACTUAL OBLIGA-
TIONS AND RIGHTS.—Nothing in this title 
shall be construed— 

(1) to amend, repeal, or supersede any cur-
rent or future contractual agreement, terms 
of service agreement, or other contractual 
relationship between any non-Federal enti-
ties, or between any non-Federal entity and 
a Federal entity; or 

(2) to abrogate trade secret or intellectual 
property rights of any non-Federal entity or 
Federal entity. 

(h) ANTI-TASKING RESTRICTION.—Nothing in 
this title shall be construed to permit a Fed-
eral entity— 

(1) to require a non-Federal entity to pro-
vide information to a Federal entity or an-
other non-Federal entity; 

(2) to condition the sharing of cyber threat 
indicators with a non-Federal entity on such 
entity’s provision of cyber threat indicators 
to a Federal entity or another non-Federal 
entity; or 

(3) to condition the award of any Federal 
grant, contract, or purchase on the provision 
of a cyber threat indicator to a Federal enti-
ty or another non-Federal entity. 

(i) NO LIABILITY FOR NON-PARTICIPATION.— 
Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
subject any entity to liability for choosing 
not to engage in the voluntary activities au-
thorized in this title. 

(j) USE AND RETENTION OF INFORMATION.— 
Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
authorize, or to modify any existing author-
ity of, a department or agency of the Federal 
Government to retain or use any informa-
tion shared under this title for any use other 
than permitted in this title. 

(k) FEDERAL PREEMPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—This title supersedes any 

statute or other provision of law of a State 
or political subdivision of a State that re-
stricts or otherwise expressly regulates an 
activity authorized under this title. 

(2) STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT.—Nothing in 
this title shall be construed to supersede any 
statute or other provision of law of a State 
or political subdivision of a State concerning 
the use of authorized law enforcement prac-
tices and procedures. 

(l) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—Nothing in 
this title shall be construed— 

(1) to authorize the promulgation of any 
regulations not specifically authorized to be 
issued under this title; 

(2) to establish or limit any regulatory au-
thority not specifically established or lim-
ited under this title; or 

(3) to authorize regulatory actions that 
would duplicate or conflict with regulatory 
requirements, mandatory standards, or re-
lated processes under another provision of 
Federal law. 

(m) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
TO RESPOND TO MALICIOUS CYBER ACTIVITY 
CARRIED OUT BY FOREIGN POWERS.—Nothing 
in this title shall be construed to limit the 
authority of the Secretary of Defense under 
section 130g of title 10, United States Code. 

(n) CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.—Nothing in 
this title shall be construed to prevent the 
disclosure of a cyber threat indicator or de-
fensive measure shared under this title in a 
case of criminal prosecution, when an appli-
cable provision of Federal, State, tribal, or 
local law requires disclosure in such case. 
SEC. 109. REPORT ON CYBERSECURITY THREATS. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of National Intelligence, in 
coordination with the heads of other appro-
priate elements of the intelligence commu-
nity, shall submit to the Select Committee 

on Intelligence of the Senate and the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives a report on cyber-
security threats, including cyber attacks, 
theft, and data breaches. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An assessment of the current intel-
ligence sharing and cooperation relation-
ships of the United States with other coun-
tries regarding cybersecurity threats, includ-
ing cyber attacks, theft, and data breaches, 
directed against the United States and which 
threaten the United States national security 
interests and economy and intellectual prop-
erty, specifically identifying the relative 
utility of such relationships, which elements 
of the intelligence community participate in 
such relationships, and whether and how 
such relationships could be improved. 

(2) A list and an assessment of the coun-
tries and nonstate actors that are the pri-
mary threats of carrying out a cybersecurity 
threat, including a cyber attack, theft, or 
data breach, against the United States and 
which threaten the United States national 
security, economy, and intellectual prop-
erty. 

(3) A description of the extent to which the 
capabilities of the United States Govern-
ment to respond to or prevent cybersecurity 
threats, including cyber attacks, theft, or 
data breaches, directed against the United 
States private sector are degraded by a delay 
in the prompt notification by private enti-
ties of such threats or cyber attacks, theft, 
and data breaches. 

(4) An assessment of additional tech-
nologies or capabilities that would enhance 
the ability of the United States to prevent 
and to respond to cybersecurity threats, in-
cluding cyber attacks, theft, and data 
breaches. 

(5) An assessment of any technologies or 
practices utilized by the private sector that 
could be rapidly fielded to assist the intel-
ligence community in preventing and re-
sponding to cybersecurity threats. 

(c) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
by subsection (a) shall be made available in 
classified and unclassified forms. 

(d) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘intelligence commu-
nity’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 3 of the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3003). 

SEC. 110. EXCEPTION TO LIMITATION ON AU-
THORITY OF SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE TO DISSEMINATE CERTAIN 
INFORMATION. 

Notwithstanding subsection (c)(3) of sec-
tion 393 of title 10, United States Code, the 
Secretary of Defense may authorize the shar-
ing of cyber threat indicators and defensive 
measures pursuant to the policies, proce-
dures, and guidelines developed or issued 
under this title. 

SEC. 111. EFFECTIVE PERIOD. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), this title and the amend-
ments made by this title shall be effective 
during the period beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act and ending on Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—With respect to any action 
authorized by this title or information ob-
tained pursuant to an action authorized by 
this title, which occurred before the date on 
which the provisions referred to in sub-
section (a) cease to have effect, the provi-
sions of this title shall continue in effect. 

TITLE II—NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY 
ADVANCEMENT 

Subtitle A—National Cybersecurity and 
Communications Integration Center 

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Na-

tional Cybersecurity Protection Advance-
ment Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 202. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives. 

(2) CYBERSECURITY RISK; INCIDENT.—The 
terms ‘‘cybersecurity risk’’ and ‘‘incident’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 227 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as so redesignated by section 223(a)(3) of 
this division. 

(3) CYBER THREAT INDICATOR; DEFENSIVE 
MEASURE.—The terms ‘‘cyber threat indi-
cator’’ and ‘‘defensive measure’’ have the 
meanings given those terms in section 102. 

(4) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 
means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 
SEC. 203. INFORMATION SHARING STRUCTURE 

AND PROCESSES. 
Section 227 of the Homeland Security Act 

of 2002, as so redesignated by section 223(a)(3) 
of this division, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4) 

as paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively; 
(B) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(1) the term ‘cybersecurity risk’— 
‘‘(A) means threats to and vulnerabilities 

of information or information systems and 
any related consequences caused by or re-
sulting from unauthorized access, use, dis-
closure, degradation, disruption, modifica-
tion, or destruction of such information or 
information systems, including such related 
consequences caused by an act of terrorism; 
and 

‘‘(B) does not include any action that sole-
ly involves a violation of a consumer term of 
service or a consumer licensing agreement; 

‘‘(2) the terms ‘cyber threat indicator’ and 
‘defensive measure’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 102 of the Cybersecu-
rity Act of 2015; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘incident’ means an occur-
rence that actually or imminently jeopard-
izes, without lawful authority, the integrity, 
confidentiality, or availability of informa-
tion on an information system, or actually 
or imminently jeopardizes, without lawful 
authority, an information system;’’; 

(C) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 

(D) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated, by 
striking the period at the end and inserting 
‘‘; and’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) the term ‘sharing’ (including all con-

jugations thereof) means providing, receiv-
ing, and disseminating (including all con-
jugations of each of such terms).’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, including the implemen-

tation of title I of the Cybersecurity Act of 
2015’’ before the semicolon at the end; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘cyber threat indicators, 
defensive measures,’’ before ‘‘cybersecurity 
risks’’; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘cyberse-
curity risks’’ and inserting ‘‘cyber threat in-
dicators, defensive measures, cybersecurity 
risks,’’; 
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(C) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘cyber-

security risks’’ and inserting ‘‘cyber threat 
indicators, defensive measures, cybersecu-
rity risks,’’; 

(D) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘cybersecurity risks’’ and 

inserting ‘‘cyber threat indicators, defensive 
measures, cybersecurity risks,’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(E) in paragraph (7)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) sharing cyber threat indicators and 

defensive measures;’’; and 
(F) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) engaging with international partners, 

in consultation with other appropriate agen-
cies, to— 

‘‘(A) collaborate on cyber threat indica-
tors, defensive measures, and information re-
lated to cybersecurity risks and incidents; 
and 

‘‘(B) enhance the security and resilience of 
global cybersecurity; 

‘‘(9) sharing cyber threat indicators, defen-
sive measures, and other information related 
to cybersecurity risks and incidents with 
Federal and non-Federal entities, including 
across sectors of critical infrastructure and 
with State and major urban area fusion cen-
ters, as appropriate; 

‘‘(10) participating, as appropriate, in na-
tional exercises run by the Department; and 

‘‘(11) in coordination with the Office of 
Emergency Communications of the Depart-
ment, assessing and evaluating consequence, 
vulnerability, and threat information re-
garding cyber incidents to public safety com-
munications to help facilitate continuous 
improvements to the security and resiliency 
of such communications.’’; 

(3) in subsection (d)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘and local’’ and 

inserting ‘‘, local, and tribal’’; 
(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 

inserting ‘‘, including information sharing 
and analysis centers;’’; 

(iii) in clause (iii), by adding ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) private entities;’’. 
(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(C) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as 

subparagraph (F); and 
(D) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the 

following: 
‘‘(E) an entity that collaborates with State 

and local governments on cybersecurity 
risks and incidents, and has entered into a 
voluntary information sharing relationship 
with the Center; and’’; 

(4) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘cyber 

threat indicators, defensive measures, and’’ 
before ‘‘information’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting 
‘‘cyber threat indicators, defensive meas-
ures, and’’ before ‘‘information related’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (F)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘cybersecurity risks’’ and 

inserting ‘‘cyber threat indicators, defensive 
measures, cybersecurity risks,’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(iv) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘‘cy-

bersecurity risks and incidents’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘cyber threat indicators, defensive meas-
ures, cybersecurity risks, and incidents; 
and’’; and 

(v) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(H) the Center designates an agency con-

tact for non-Federal entities;’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2)— 

(i) by striking ‘‘cybersecurity risks’’ and 
inserting ‘‘cyber threat indicators, defensive 
measures, cybersecurity risks,’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or disclosure’’ after ‘‘ac-
cess’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting before the 
period at the end the following: ‘‘, including 
by working with the Privacy Officer ap-
pointed under section 222 to ensure that the 
Center follows the policies and procedures 
specified in subsections (b) and (d)(5)(C) of 
section 105 of the Cybersecurity Act of 2015’’; 
and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(g) AUTOMATED INFORMATION SHARING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary ap-

pointed under section 103(a)(1)(H), in coordi-
nation with industry and other stakeholders, 
shall develop capabilities making use of ex-
isting information technology industry 
standards and best practices, as appropriate, 
that support and rapidly advance the devel-
opment, adoption, and implementation of 
automated mechanisms for the sharing of 
cyber threat indicators and defensive meas-
ures in accordance with title I of the Cyber-
security Act of 2015. 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Under Secretary 
appointed under section 103(a)(1)(H) shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate 
and the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives an annual re-
port on the status and progress of the devel-
opment of the capabilities described in para-
graph (1). Such reports shall be required 
until such capabilities are fully imple-
mented. 

‘‘(h) VOLUNTARY INFORMATION SHARING 
PROCEDURES.— 

‘‘(1) PROCEDURES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Center may enter 

into a voluntary information sharing rela-
tionship with any consenting non-Federal 
entity for the sharing of cyber threat indica-
tors and defensive measures for cybersecu-
rity purposes in accordance with this sec-
tion. Nothing in this subsection may be con-
strued to require any non-Federal entity to 
enter into any such information sharing re-
lationship with the Center or any other enti-
ty. The Center may terminate a voluntary 
information sharing relationship under this 
subsection, at the sole and unreviewable dis-
cretion of the Secretary, acting through the 
Under Secretary appointed under section 
103(a)(1)(H), for any reason, including if the 
Center determines that the non-Federal enti-
ty with which the Center has entered into 
such a relationship has violated the terms of 
this subsection. 

‘‘(B) NATIONAL SECURITY.—The Secretary 
may decline to enter into a voluntary infor-
mation sharing relationship under this sub-
section, at the sole and unreviewable discre-
tion of the Secretary, acting through the 
Under Secretary appointed under section 
103(a)(1)(H), for any reason, including if the 
Secretary determines that such is appro-
priate for national security. 

‘‘(2) VOLUNTARY INFORMATION SHARING RE-
LATIONSHIPS.—A voluntary information shar-
ing relationship under this subsection may 
be characterized as an agreement described 
in this paragraph. 

‘‘(A) STANDARD AGREEMENT.—For the use of 
a non-Federal entity, the Center shall make 
available a standard agreement, consistent 
with this section, on the Department’s 
website. 

‘‘(B) NEGOTIATED AGREEMENT.—At the re-
quest of a non-Federal entity, and if deter-
mined appropriate by the Center, at the sole 
and unreviewable discretion of the Sec-
retary, acting through the Under Secretary 
appointed under section 103(a)(1)(H), the De-
partment shall negotiate a non-standard 
agreement, consistent with this section. 

‘‘(C) EXISTING AGREEMENTS.—An agreement 
between the Center and a non-Federal entity 
that is entered into before the date of enact-
ment of this subsection, or such an agree-
ment that is in effect before such date, shall 
be deemed in compliance with the require-
ments of this subsection, notwithstanding 
any other provision or requirement of this 
subsection. An agreement under this sub-
section shall include the relevant privacy 
protections as in effect under the Coopera-
tive Research and Development Agreement 
for Cybersecurity Information Sharing and 
Collaboration, as of December 31, 2014. Noth-
ing in this subsection may be construed to 
require a non-Federal entity to enter into ei-
ther a standard or negotiated agreement to 
be in compliance with this subsection. 

‘‘(i) DIRECT REPORTING.—The Secretary 
shall develop policies and procedures for di-
rect reporting to the Secretary by the Direc-
tor of the Center regarding significant cyber-
security risks and incidents. 

‘‘(j) REPORTS ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERA-
TION.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
of enactment of this subsection, and periodi-
cally thereafter, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the range of efforts 
underway to bolster cybersecurity collabora-
tion with relevant international partners in 
accordance with subsection (c)(8). 

‘‘(k) OUTREACH.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary, acting through the 
Under Secretary appointed under section 
103(a)(1)(H), shall— 

‘‘(1) disseminate to the public information 
about how to voluntarily share cyber threat 
indicators and defensive measures with the 
Center; and 

‘‘(2) enhance outreach to critical infra-
structure owners and operators for purposes 
of such sharing. 

‘‘(l) COORDINATED VULNERABILITY DISCLO-
SURE.—The Secretary, in coordination with 
industry and other stakeholders, may de-
velop and adhere to Department policies and 
procedures for coordinating vulnerability 
disclosures.’’. 
SEC. 204. INFORMATION SHARING AND ANALYSIS 

ORGANIZATIONS. 
Section 212 of the Homeland Security Act 

of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 131) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (5)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, including information 

related to cybersecurity risks and inci-
dents,’’ after ‘‘critical infrastructure infor-
mation’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘, including cybersecurity 
risks and incidents,’’ after ‘‘related to crit-
ical infrastructure’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, including cybersecurity 

risks and incidents,’’ after ‘‘critical infra-
structure information’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘, including cybersecurity 
risks and incidents,’’ after ‘‘related to crit-
ical infrastructure’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding cybersecurity risks and incidents,’’ 
after ‘‘critical infrastructure information’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) CYBERSECURITY RISK; INCIDENT.—The 

terms ‘cybersecurity risk’ and ‘incident’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 227.’’. 
SEC. 205. NATIONAL RESPONSE FRAMEWORK. 

Section 228 of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002, as added by section 223(a)(4) of this 
division, is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
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‘‘(d) NATIONAL RESPONSE FRAMEWORK.—The 

Secretary, in coordination with the heads of 
other appropriate Federal departments and 
agencies, and in accordance with the Na-
tional Cybersecurity Incident Response Plan 
required under subsection (c), shall regularly 
update, maintain, and exercise the Cyber In-
cident Annex to the National Response 
Framework of the Department.’’. 

SEC. 206. REPORT ON REDUCING CYBERSECU-
RITY RISKS IN DHS DATA CENTERS. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a report on the feasibility of the 
Department creating an environment for the 
reduction in cybersecurity risks in Depart-
ment data centers, including by increasing 
compartmentalization between systems, and 
providing a mix of security controls between 
such compartments. 

SEC. 207. ASSESSMENT. 

Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report 
that includes— 

(1) an assessment of the implementation by 
the Secretary of this title and the amend-
ments made by this title; and 

(2) to the extent practicable, findings re-
garding increases in the sharing of cyber 
threat indicators, defensive measures, and 
information relating to cybersecurity risks 
and incidents at the center established under 
section 227 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as redesignated by section 223(a) of this 
division, and throughout the United States. 

SEC. 208. MULTIPLE SIMULTANEOUS CYBER INCI-
DENTS AT CRITICAL INFRASTRUC-
TURE. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Under Secretary ap-
pointed under section 103(a)(1)(H) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
113(a)(1)(H)) shall provide information to the 
appropriate congressional committees on the 
feasibility of producing a risk-informed plan 
to address the risk of multiple simultaneous 
cyber incidents affecting critical infrastruc-
ture, including cyber incidents that may 
have a cascading effect on other critical in-
frastructure. 

SEC. 209. REPORT ON CYBERSECURITY 
VULNERABILITIES OF UNITED 
STATES PORTS. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees, the Committee on Commerce, 
Science and Transportation of the Senate, 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities for the 10 United States ports 
that the Secretary determines are at great-
est risk of a cybersecurity incident and pro-
vide recommendations to mitigate such 
vulnerabilities. 

SEC. 210. PROHIBITION ON NEW REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY. 

Nothing in this subtitle or the amend-
ments made by this subtitle may be con-
strued to grant the Secretary any authority 
to promulgate regulations or set standards 
relating to the cybersecurity of non-Federal 
entities, not including State, local, and trib-
al governments, that was not in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 211. TERMINATION OF REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENTS. 

Any reporting requirements in this sub-
title shall terminate on the date that is 7 
years after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

Subtitle B—Federal Cybersecurity 
Enhancement 

SEC. 221. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Federal 

Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 222. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 3502 of 
title 44, United States Code. 

(2) AGENCY INFORMATION SYSTEM.—The 
term ‘‘agency information system’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 228 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added by 
section 223(a)(4) of this division. 

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives. 

(4) CYBERSECURITY RISK; INFORMATION SYS-
TEM.—The terms ‘‘cybersecurity risk’’ and 
‘‘information system’’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 227 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as so redesignated 
by section 223(a)(3) of this division. 

(5) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

(6) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 3(4) of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)). 

(7) NATIONAL SECURITY SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘national security system’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 11103 of title 40, 
United States Code. 

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 
SEC. 223. IMPROVED FEDERAL NETWORK SECU-

RITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title II of 

the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
141 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 228 as section 
229; 

(2) by redesignating section 227 as sub-
section (c) of section 228, as added by para-
graph (4), and adjusting the margins accord-
ingly; 

(3) by redesignating the second section des-
ignated as section 226 (relating to the na-
tional cybersecurity and communications in-
tegration center) as section 227; 

(4) by inserting after section 227, as so re-
designated, the following: 
‘‘SEC. 228. CYBERSECURITY PLANS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘agency information system’ 

means an information system used or oper-
ated by an agency or by another entity on 
behalf of an agency; 

‘‘(2) the terms ‘cybersecurity risk’ and ‘in-
formation system’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 227; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘intelligence community’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 3(4) of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3003(4)); and 

‘‘(4) the term ‘national security system’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
11103 of title 40, United States Code. 

‘‘(b) INTRUSION ASSESSMENT PLAN.— 
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary, in co-

ordination with the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, shall— 

‘‘(A) develop and implement an intrusion 
assessment plan to proactively detect, iden-
tify, and remove intruders in agency infor-
mation systems on a routine basis; and 

‘‘(B) update such plan as necessary. 
‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The intrusion assessment 

plan required under paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to the Department of Defense, a na-
tional security system, or an element of the 
intelligence community.’’; 

(5) in section 228(c), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘section 226’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
227’’; and 

(6) by inserting after section 229, as so re-
designated, the following: 
‘‘SEC. 230. FEDERAL INTRUSION DETECTION AND 

PREVENTION SYSTEM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘agency’ has the meaning 

given the term in section 3502 of title 44, 
United States Code; 

‘‘(2) the term ‘agency information’ means 
information collected or maintained by or on 
behalf of an agency; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘agency information system’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
228; and 

‘‘(4) the terms ‘cybersecurity risk’ and ‘in-
formation system’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 227. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Secretary shall deploy, operate, and 
maintain, to make available for use by any 
agency, with or without reimbursement— 

‘‘(A) a capability to detect cybersecurity 
risks in network traffic transiting or trav-
eling to or from an agency information sys-
tem; and 

‘‘(B) a capability to prevent network traf-
fic associated with such cybersecurity risks 
from transiting or traveling to or from an 
agency information system or modify such 
network traffic to remove the cybersecurity 
risk. 

‘‘(2) REGULAR IMPROVEMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall regularly deploy new tech-
nologies and modify existing technologies to 
the intrusion detection and prevention capa-
bilities described in paragraph (1) as appro-
priate to improve the intrusion detection 
and prevention capabilities. 

‘‘(c) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out sub-
section (b), the Secretary— 

‘‘(1) may access, and the head of an agency 
may disclose to the Secretary or a private 
entity providing assistance to the Secretary 
under paragraph (2), information transiting 
or traveling to or from an agency informa-
tion system, regardless of the location from 
which the Secretary or a private entity pro-
viding assistance to the Secretary under 
paragraph (2) accesses such information, not-
withstanding any other provision of law that 
would otherwise restrict or prevent the head 
of an agency from disclosing such informa-
tion to the Secretary or a private entity pro-
viding assistance to the Secretary under 
paragraph (2); 

‘‘(2) may enter into contracts or other 
agreements with, or otherwise request and 
obtain the assistance of, private entities to 
deploy, operate, and maintain technologies 
in accordance with subsection (b); 

‘‘(3) may retain, use, and disclose informa-
tion obtained through the conduct of activi-
ties authorized under this section only to 
protect information and information sys-
tems from cybersecurity risks; 

‘‘(4) shall regularly assess through oper-
ational test and evaluation in real world or 
simulated environments available advanced 
protective technologies to improve detection 
and prevention capabilities, including com-
mercial and noncommercial technologies and 
detection technologies beyond signature- 
based detection, and acquire, test, and de-
ploy such technologies when appropriate; 

‘‘(5) shall establish a pilot through which 
the Secretary may acquire, test, and deploy, 
as rapidly as possible, technologies described 
in paragraph (4); and 

‘‘(6) shall periodically update the privacy 
impact assessment required under section 
208(b) of the E-Government Act of 2002 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 note). 
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‘‘(d) PRINCIPLES.—In carrying out sub-

section (b), the Secretary shall ensure that— 
‘‘(1) activities carried out under this sec-

tion are reasonably necessary for the pur-
pose of protecting agency information and 
agency information systems from a cyberse-
curity risk; 

‘‘(2) information accessed by the Secretary 
will be retained no longer than reasonably 
necessary for the purpose of protecting agen-
cy information and agency information sys-
tems from a cybersecurity risk; 

‘‘(3) notice has been provided to users of an 
agency information system concerning ac-
cess to communications of users of the agen-
cy information system for the purpose of 
protecting agency information and the agen-
cy information system; and 

‘‘(4) the activities are implemented pursu-
ant to policies and procedures governing the 
operation of the intrusion detection and pre-
vention capabilities. 

‘‘(e) PRIVATE ENTITIES.— 
‘‘(1) CONDITIONS.—A private entity de-

scribed in subsection (c)(2) may not— 
‘‘(A) disclose any network traffic 

transiting or traveling to or from an agency 
information system to any entity other than 
the Department or the agency that disclosed 
the information under subsection (c)(1), in-
cluding personal information of a specific in-
dividual or information that identifies a spe-
cific individual not directly related to a cy-
bersecurity risk; or 

‘‘(B) use any network traffic transiting or 
traveling to or from an agency information 
system to which the private entity gains ac-
cess in accordance with this section for any 
purpose other than to protect agency infor-
mation and agency information systems 
against cybersecurity risks or to administer 
a contract or other agreement entered into 
pursuant to subsection (c)(2) or as part of an-
other contract with the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—No cause of 
action shall lie in any court against a pri-
vate entity for assistance provided to the 
Secretary in accordance with this section 
and any contract or agreement entered into 
pursuant to subsection (c)(2). 

‘‘(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
paragraph (2) shall be construed to authorize 
an Internet service provider to break a user 
agreement with a customer without the con-
sent of the customer. 

‘‘(f) PRIVACY OFFICER REVIEW.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this section, the Privacy Officer appointed 
under section 222, in consultation with the 
Attorney General, shall review the policies 
and guidelines for the program carried out 
under this section to ensure that the policies 
and guidelines are consistent with applicable 
privacy laws, including those governing the 
acquisition, interception, retention, use, and 
disclosure of communications.’’. 

(b) AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2)— 
(A) not later than 1 year after the date of 

enactment of this Act or 2 months after the 
date on which the Secretary makes available 
the intrusion detection and prevention capa-
bilities under section 230(b)(1) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by sub-
section (a), whichever is later, the head of 
each agency shall apply and continue to uti-
lize the capabilities to all information trav-
eling between an agency information system 
and any information system other than an 
agency information system; and 

(B) not later than 6 months after the date 
on which the Secretary makes available im-
provements to the intrusion detection and 
prevention capabilities pursuant to section 
230(b)(2) of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as added by subsection (a), the head of 
each agency shall apply and continue to uti-

lize the improved intrusion detection and 
prevention capabilities. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The requirements under 
paragraph (1) shall not apply to the Depart-
ment of Defense, a national security system, 
or an element of the intelligence commu-
nity. 

(3) DEFINITION.—Notwithstanding section 
222, in this subsection, the term ‘‘agency in-
formation system’’ means an information 
system owned or operated by an agency. 

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection shall be construed to limit an 
agency from applying the intrusion detec-
tion and prevention capabilities to an infor-
mation system other than an agency infor-
mation system under section 230(b)(1) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added by 
subsection (a), at the discretion of the head 
of the agency or as provided in relevant poli-
cies, directives, and guidelines. 

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents in section 1(b) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101 note) 
is amended by striking the items relating to 
the first section designated as section 226, 
the second section designated as section 226 
(relating to the national cybersecurity and 
communications integration center), section 
227, and section 228 and inserting the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘Sec. 226. Cybersecurity recruitment and re-

tention. 
‘‘Sec. 227. National cybersecurity and com-

munications integration center. 
‘‘Sec. 228. Cybersecurity plans. 
‘‘Sec. 229. Clearances. 
‘‘Sec. 230. Federal intrusion detection and 

prevention system.’’. 
SEC. 224. ADVANCED INTERNAL DEFENSES. 

(a) ADVANCED NETWORK SECURITY TOOLS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall in-

clude, in the efforts of the Department to 
continuously diagnose and mitigate cyberse-
curity risks, advanced network security 
tools to improve visibility of network activ-
ity, including through the use of commercial 
and free or open source tools, and to detect 
and mitigate intrusions and anomalous ac-
tivity. 

(2) DEVELOPMENT OF PLAN.—The Director 
shall develop and the Secretary shall imple-
ment a plan to ensure that each agency uti-
lizes advanced network security tools, in-
cluding those described in paragraph (1), to 
detect and mitigate intrusions and anoma-
lous activity. 

(b) PRIORITIZING ADVANCED SECURITY 
TOOLS.—The Director and the Secretary, in 
consultation with appropriate agencies, 
shall— 

(1) review and update Government-wide 
policies and programs to ensure appropriate 
prioritization and use of network security 
monitoring tools within agency networks; 
and 

(2) brief appropriate congressional commit-
tees on such prioritization and use. 

(c) IMPROVED METRICS.—The Secretary, in 
collaboration with the Director, shall review 
and update the metrics used to measure se-
curity under section 3554 of title 44, United 
States Code, to include measures of intru-
sion and incident detection and response 
times. 

(d) TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.— 
The Director, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall increase transparency to the 
public on agency cybersecurity posture, in-
cluding by increasing the number of metrics 
available on Federal Government perform-
ance websites and, to the greatest extent 
practicable, displaying metrics for depart-
ment components, small agencies, and 
micro-agencies. 

(e) MAINTENANCE OF TECHNOLOGIES.—Sec-
tion 3553(b)(6)(B) of title 44, United States 

Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘, operating, 
and maintaining’’ after ‘‘deploying’’. 

(f) EXCEPTION.—The requirements under 
this section shall not apply to the Depart-
ment of Defense, a national security system, 
or an element of the intelligence commu-
nity. 
SEC. 225. FEDERAL CYBERSECURITY REQUIRE-

MENTS. 
(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF FEDERAL CYBERSE-

CURITY STANDARDS.—Consistent with section 
3553 of title 44, United States Code, the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Director, 
shall exercise the authority to issue binding 
operational directives to assist the Director 
in ensuring timely agency adoption of and 
compliance with policies and standards pro-
mulgated under section 11331 of title 40, 
United States Code, for securing agency in-
formation systems. 

(b) CYBERSECURITY REQUIREMENTS AT AGEN-
CIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with policies, 
standards, guidelines, and directives on in-
formation security under subchapter II of 
chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code, 
and the standards and guidelines promul-
gated under section 11331 of title 40, United 
States Code, and except as provided in para-
graph (2), not later than 1 year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the head of 
each agency shall— 

(A) identify sensitive and mission critical 
data stored by the agency consistent with 
the inventory required under the first sub-
section (c) (relating to the inventory of 
major information systems) and the second 
subsection (c) (relating to the inventory of 
information systems) of section 3505 of title 
44, United States Code; 

(B) assess access controls to the data de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the need for 
readily accessible storage of the data, and in-
dividuals’ need to access the data; 

(C) encrypt or otherwise render indecipher-
able to unauthorized users the data described 
in subparagraph (A) that is stored on or 
transiting agency information systems; 

(D) implement a single sign-on trusted 
identity platform for individuals accessing 
each public website of the agency that re-
quires user authentication, as developed by 
the Administrator of General Services in col-
laboration with the Secretary; and 

(E) implement identity management con-
sistent with section 504 of the Cybersecurity 
Enhancement Act of 2014 (Public Law 113– 
274; 15 U.S.C. 7464), including multi-factor 
authentication, for— 

(i) remote access to an agency information 
system; and 

(ii) each user account with elevated privi-
leges on an agency information system. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The requirements under 
paragraph (1) shall not apply to an agency 
information system for which— 

(A) the head of the agency has personally 
certified to the Director with particularity 
that— 

(i) operational requirements articulated in 
the certification and related to the agency 
information system would make it exces-
sively burdensome to implement the cyber-
security requirement; 

(ii) the cybersecurity requirement is not 
necessary to secure the agency information 
system or agency information stored on or 
transiting it; and 

(iii) the agency has taken all necessary 
steps to secure the agency information sys-
tem and agency information stored on or 
transiting it; and 

(B) the head of the agency or the designee 
of the head of the agency has submitted the 
certification described in subparagraph (A) 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
and the agency’s authorizing committees. 
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(3) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section 

shall be construed to alter the authority of 
the Secretary, the Director, or the Director 
of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology in implementing subchapter II of 
chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
affect the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology standards process or the re-
quirement under section 3553(a)(4) of such 
title or to discourage continued improve-
ments and advancements in the technology, 
standards, policies, and guidelines used to 
promote Federal information security. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—The requirements under 
this section shall not apply to the Depart-
ment of Defense, a national security system, 
or an element of the intelligence commu-
nity. 
SEC. 226. ASSESSMENT; REPORTS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AGENCY INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘agen-

cy information’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 230 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002, as added by section 223(a)(6) of 
this division. 

(2) CYBER THREAT INDICATOR; DEFENSIVE 
MEASURE.—The terms ‘‘cyber threat indi-
cator’’ and ‘‘defensive measure’’ have the 
meanings given those terms in section 102. 

(3) INTRUSION ASSESSMENTS.—The term ‘‘in-
trusion assessments’’ means actions taken 
under the intrusion assessment plan to iden-
tify and remove intruders in agency informa-
tion systems. 

(4) INTRUSION ASSESSMENT PLAN.—The term 
‘‘intrusion assessment plan’’ means the plan 
required under section 228(b)(1) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section 
223(a)(4) of this division. 

(5) INTRUSION DETECTION AND PREVENTION 
CAPABILITIES.—The term ‘‘intrusion detec-
tion and prevention capabilities’’ means the 
capabilities required under section 230(b) of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added 
by section 223(a)(6) of this division. 

(b) THIRD-PARTY ASSESSMENT.—Not later 
than 3 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall conduct a study and pub-
lish a report on the effectiveness of the ap-
proach and strategy of the Federal Govern-
ment to securing agency information sys-
tems, including the intrusion detection and 
prevention capabilities and the intrusion as-
sessment plan. 

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) INTRUSION DETECTION AND PREVENTION 

CAPABILITIES.— 
(A) SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY RE-

PORT.—Not later than 6 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the status of implementation of the 
intrusion detection and prevention capabili-
ties, including— 

(i) a description of privacy controls; 
(ii) a description of the technologies and 

capabilities utilized to detect cybersecurity 
risks in network traffic, including the extent 
to which those technologies and capabilities 
include existing commercial and non-
commercial technologies; 

(iii) a description of the technologies and 
capabilities utilized to prevent network traf-
fic associated with cybersecurity risks from 
transiting or traveling to or from agency in-
formation systems, including the extent to 
which those technologies and capabilities in-
clude existing commercial and noncommer-
cial technologies; 

(iv) a list of the types of indicators or 
other identifiers or techniques used to detect 
cybersecurity risks in network traffic 
transiting or traveling to or from agency in-
formation systems on each iteration of the 

intrusion detection and prevention capabili-
ties and the number of each such type of in-
dicator, identifier, and technique; 

(v) the number of instances in which the 
intrusion detection and prevention capabili-
ties detected a cybersecurity risk in network 
traffic transiting or traveling to or from 
agency information systems and the number 
of times the intrusion detection and preven-
tion capabilities blocked network traffic as-
sociated with cybersecurity risk; and 

(vi) a description of the pilot established 
under section 230(c)(5) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, as added by section 223(a)(6) 
of this division, including the number of new 
technologies tested and the number of par-
ticipating agencies. 

(B) OMB REPORT.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of enactment of this 
Act, and annually thereafter, the Director 
shall submit to Congress, as part of the re-
port required under section 3553(c) of title 44, 
United States Code, an analysis of agency 
application of the intrusion detection and 
prevention capabilities, including— 

(i) a list of each agency and the degree to 
which each agency has applied the intrusion 
detection and prevention capabilities to an 
agency information system; and 

(ii) a list by agency of— 
(I) the number of instances in which the in-

trusion detection and prevention capabilities 
detected a cybersecurity risk in network 
traffic transiting or traveling to or from an 
agency information system and the types of 
indicators, identifiers, and techniques used 
to detect such cybersecurity risks; and 

(II) the number of instances in which the 
intrusion detection and prevention capabili-
ties prevented network traffic associated 
with a cybersecurity risk from transiting or 
traveling to or from an agency information 
system and the types of indicators, identi-
fiers, and techniques used to detect such 
agency information systems. 

(C) CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER.—Not ear-
lier than 18 months after the date of enact-
ment of this Act and not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Federal Chief Information Officer shall re-
view and submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report assessing the in-
trusion detection and intrusion prevention 
capabilities, including— 

(i) the effectiveness of the system in de-
tecting, disrupting, and preventing cyber- 
threat actors, including advanced persistent 
threats, from accessing agency information 
and agency information systems; 

(ii) whether the intrusion detection and 
prevention capabilities, continuous 
diagnostics and mitigation, and other sys-
tems deployed under subtitle D of title II of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
231 et seq.) are effective in securing Federal 
information systems; 

(iii) the costs and benefits of the intrusion 
detection and prevention capabilities, in-
cluding as compared to commercial tech-
nologies and tools and including the value of 
classified cyber threat indicators; and 

(iv) the capability of agencies to protect 
sensitive cyber threat indicators and defen-
sive measures if they were shared through 
unclassified mechanisms for use in commer-
cial technologies and tools. 

(2) OMB REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT AND IM-
PLEMENTATION OF INTRUSION ASSESSMENT 
PLAN, ADVANCED INTERNAL DEFENSES, AND 
FEDERAL CYBERSECURITY REQUIREMENTS.—The 
Director shall— 

(A) not later than 6 months after the date 
of enactment of this Act, and 30 days after 
any update thereto, submit the intrusion as-
sessment plan to the appropriate congres-
sional committees; 

(B) not later than 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this Act, and annually there-

after, submit to Congress, as part of the re-
port required under section 3553(c) of title 44, 
United States Code— 

(i) a description of the implementation of 
the intrusion assessment plan; 

(ii) the findings of the intrusion assess-
ments conducted pursuant to the intrusion 
assessment plan; 

(iii) a description of the advanced network 
security tools included in the efforts to con-
tinuously diagnose and mitigate cybersecu-
rity risks pursuant to section 224(a)(1); and 

(iv) a list by agency of compliance with the 
requirements of section 225(b); and 

(C) not later than 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this Act, submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees— 

(i) a copy of the plan developed pursuant to 
section 224(a)(2); and 

(ii) the improved metrics developed pursu-
ant to section 224(c). 

(d) FORM.—Each report required under this 
section shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 
SEC. 227. TERMINATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The authority provided 
under section 230 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002, as added by section 223(a)(6) of 
this division, and the reporting requirements 
under section 226(c) of this division shall ter-
minate on the date that is 7 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subsection (a) shall be construed to affect 
the limitation of liability of a private entity 
for assistance provided to the Secretary 
under section 230(d)(2) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, as added by section 223(a)(6) 
of this division, if such assistance was ren-
dered before the termination date under sub-
section (a) or otherwise during a period in 
which the assistance was authorized. 
SEC. 228. IDENTIFICATION OF INFORMATION SYS-

TEMS RELATING TO NATIONAL SE-
CURITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (c), not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act— 

(1) the Director of National Intelligence 
and the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, in coordination with the 
heads of other agencies, shall— 

(A) identify all unclassified information 
systems that provide access to information 
that may provide an adversary with the abil-
ity to derive information that would other-
wise be considered classified; 

(B) assess the risks that would result from 
the breach of each unclassified information 
system identified in subparagraph (A); and 

(C) assess the cost and impact on the mis-
sion carried out by each agency that owns an 
unclassified information system identified in 
subparagraph (A) if the system were to be 
subsequently designated as a national secu-
rity system; and 

(2) the Director of National Intelligence 
and the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees, the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate, 
and the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives a 
report that includes the findings under para-
graph (1). 

(b) FORM.—The report submitted under 
subsection (a)(2) shall be in unclassified 
form, and shall include a classified annex. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—The requirements under 
subsection (a)(1) shall not apply to the De-
partment of Defense, a national security sys-
tem, or an element of the intelligence com-
munity. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to designate 
an information system as a national security 
system. 
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SEC. 229. DIRECTION TO AGENCIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3553 of title 44, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(h) DIRECTION TO AGENCIES.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), in response to a known or reasonably 
suspected information security threat, vul-
nerability, or incident that represents a sub-
stantial threat to the information security 
of an agency, the Secretary may issue an 
emergency directive to the head of an agency 
to take any lawful action with respect to the 
operation of the information system, includ-
ing such systems used or operated by an-
other entity on behalf of an agency, that col-
lects, processes, stores, transmits, dissemi-
nates, or otherwise maintains agency infor-
mation, for the purpose of protecting the in-
formation system from, or mitigating, an in-
formation security threat. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—The authorities of the 
Secretary under this subsection shall not 
apply to a system described subsection (d) or 
to a system described in paragraph (2) or (3) 
of subsection (e). 

‘‘(2) PROCEDURES FOR USE OF AUTHORITY.— 
The Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) in coordination with the Director, and 
in consultation with Federal contractors as 
appropriate, establish procedures governing 
the circumstances under which a directive 
may be issued under this subsection, which 
shall include— 

‘‘(i) thresholds and other criteria; 
‘‘(ii) privacy and civil liberties protections; 

and 
‘‘(iii) providing notice to potentially af-

fected third parties; 
‘‘(B) specify the reasons for the required 

action and the duration of the directive; 
‘‘(C) minimize the impact of a directive 

under this subsection by— 
‘‘(i) adopting the least intrusive means 

possible under the circumstances to secure 
the agency information systems; and 

‘‘(ii) limiting directives to the shortest pe-
riod practicable; 

‘‘(D) notify the Director and the head of 
any affected agency immediately upon the 
issuance of a directive under this subsection; 

‘‘(E) consult with the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
regarding any directive under this sub-
section that implements standards and 
guidelines developed by the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology; 

‘‘(F) ensure that directives issued under 
this subsection do not conflict with the 
standards and guidelines issued under sec-
tion 11331 of title 40; 

‘‘(G) consider any applicable standards or 
guidelines developed by the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology issued by 
the Secretary of Commerce under section 
11331 of title 40; and 

‘‘(H) not later than February 1 of each 
year, submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report regarding the 
specific actions the Secretary has taken pur-
suant to paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(3) IMMINENT THREATS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

3554, the Secretary may authorize the use 
under this subsection of the intrusion detec-
tion and prevention capabilities established 
under section 230(b)(1) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 for the purpose of ensuring 
the security of agency information systems, 
if— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary determines there is an 
imminent threat to agency information sys-
tems; 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary determines a directive 
under subsection (b)(2)(C) or paragraph (1)(A) 
is not reasonably likely to result in a timely 
response to the threat; 

‘‘(iii) the Secretary determines the risk 
posed by the imminent threat outweighs any 
adverse consequences reasonably expected to 
result from the use of the intrusion detec-
tion and prevention capabilities under the 
control of the Secretary; 

‘‘(iv) the Secretary provides prior notice to 
the Director, and the head and chief informa-
tion officer (or equivalent official) of each 
agency to which specific actions will be 
taken pursuant to this paragraph, and noti-
fies the appropriate congressional commit-
tees and authorizing committees of each 
such agency within 7 days of taking an ac-
tion under this paragraph of— 

‘‘(I) any action taken under this para-
graph; and 

‘‘(II) the reasons for and duration and na-
ture of the action; 

‘‘(v) the action of the Secretary is con-
sistent with applicable law; and 

‘‘(vi) the Secretary authorizes the use of 
the intrusion detection and prevention capa-
bilities in accordance with the advance pro-
cedures established under subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION ON DELEGATION.—The au-
thority under this paragraph may not be del-
egated by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) ADVANCE PROCEDURES.—The Secretary 
shall, in coordination with the Director, and 
in consultation with the heads of Federal 
agencies, establish procedures governing the 
circumstances under which the Secretary 
may authorize the use of the intrusion detec-
tion and prevention capabilities under sub-
paragraph (A). The Secretary shall submit 
the procedures to Congress. 

‘‘(4) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may di-
rect or authorize lawful action or the use of 
the intrusion detection and prevention capa-
bilities under this subsection only to— 

‘‘(A) protect agency information from un-
authorized access, use, disclosure, disrup-
tion, modification, or destruction; or 

‘‘(B) require the remediation of or protect 
against identified information security risks 
with respect to— 

‘‘(i) information collected or maintained 
by or on behalf of an agency; or 

‘‘(ii) that portion of an information system 
used or operated by an agency or by a con-
tractor of an agency or other organization 
on behalf of an agency. 

‘‘(i) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not 
later than February 1 of each year, the Di-
rector and the Secretary shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port regarding the specific actions the Direc-
tor and the Secretary have taken pursuant 
to subsection (a)(5), including any actions 
taken pursuant to section 11303(b)(5) of title 
40. 

‘‘(j) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘ap-
propriate congressional committees’ 
means— 

‘‘(1) the Committee on Appropriations and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

‘‘(2) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Homeland Security, the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, and the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology of the House of Representa-
tives.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
3554(a)(1)(B) of title 44, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(v) emergency directives issued by the 

Secretary under section 3553(h); and’’. 

TITLE III—FEDERAL CYBERSECURITY 
WORKFORCE ASSESSMENT 

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Cy-

bersecurity Workforce Assessment Act of 
2015’’. 
SEC. 302. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(C) the Select Committee on Intelligence 
of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(E) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; 

(F) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; 

(G) the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

(H) the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence of the House of Representatives. 

(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement. 

(3) NATIONAL INITIATIVE FOR CYBERSECURITY 
EDUCATION.—The term ‘‘National Initiative 
for Cybersecurity Education’’ means the ini-
tiative under the national cybersecurity 
awareness and education program, as author-
ized under section 401 of the Cybersecurity 
Enhancement Act of 2014 (15 U.S.C. 7451). 

(4) WORK ROLES.—The term ‘‘ work roles’’ 
means a specialized set of tasks and func-
tions requiring specific knowledge, skills, 
and abilities. 
SEC. 303. NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY WORK-

FORCE MEASUREMENT INITIATIVE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The head of each Federal 

agency shall— 
(1) identify all positions within the agency 

that require the performance of cybersecu-
rity or other cyber-related functions; and 

(2) assign the corresponding employment 
code under the National Initiative for Cyber-
security Education in accordance with sub-
section (b). 

(b) EMPLOYMENT CODES.— 
(1) PROCEDURES.— 
(A) CODING STRUCTURE.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director, in coordination with the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, shall develop a coding structure 
under the National Initiative for Cybersecu-
rity Education. 

(B) IDENTIFICATION OF CIVILIAN CYBER PER-
SONNEL.—Not later than 9 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Director, 
in coordination with the Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, and 
the Director of National Intelligence, shall 
establish procedures to implement the Na-
tional Initiative for Cybersecurity Education 
coding structure to identify all Federal civil-
ian positions that require the performance of 
information technology, cybersecurity, or 
other cyber-related functions. 

(C) IDENTIFICATION OF NONCIVILIAN CYBER 
PERSONNEL.—Not later than 18 months after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall establish procedures 
to implement the National Initiative for Cy-
bersecurity Education’s coding structure to 
identify all Federal noncivilian positions 
that require the performance of information 
technology, cybersecurity, or other cyber-re-
lated functions. 

(D) BASELINE ASSESSMENT OF EXISTING CY-
BERSECURITY WORKFORCE.—Not later than 3 
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months after the date on which the proce-
dures are developed under subparagraphs (B) 
and (C), respectively, the head of each Fed-
eral agency shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees of jurisdiction a 
report that identifies— 

(i) the percentage of personnel with infor-
mation technology, cybersecurity, or other 
cyber-related job functions who currently 
hold the appropriate industry-recognized 
certifications as identified under the Na-
tional Initiative for Cybersecurity Edu-
cation; 

(ii) the level of preparedness of other civil-
ian and noncivilian cyber personnel without 
existing credentials to take certification 
exams; and 

(iii) a strategy for mitigating any gaps 
identified in clause (i) or (ii) with the appro-
priate training and certification for existing 
personnel. 

(E) PROCEDURES FOR ASSIGNING CODES.—Not 
later than 3 months after the date on which 
the procedures are developed under subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), respectively, the head of 
each Federal agency shall establish proce-
dures— 

(i) to identify all encumbered and vacant 
positions with information technology, cy-
bersecurity, or other cyber-related functions 
(as defined in the National Initiative for Cy-
bersecurity Education’s coding structure); 
and 

(ii) to assign the appropriate employment 
code to each such position, using agreed 
standards and definitions. 

(2) CODE ASSIGNMENTS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date after the procedures are 
established under paragraph (1)(E), the head 
of each Federal agency shall complete as-
signment of the appropriate employment 
code to each position within the agency with 
information technology, cybersecurity, or 
other cyber-related functions. 

(c) PROGRESS REPORT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Director shall submit a progress report 
on the implementation of this section to the 
appropriate congressional committees. 
SEC. 304. IDENTIFICATION OF CYBER-RELATED 

WORK ROLES OF CRITICAL NEED. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than 

1 year after the date on which the employ-
ment codes are assigned to employees pursu-
ant to section 303(b)(2), and annually there-
after through 2022, the head of each Federal 
agency, in consultation with the Director, 
the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, shall— 

(1) identify information technology, cyber-
security, or other cyber-related work roles of 
critical need in the agency’s workforce; and 

(2) submit a report to the Director that— 
(A) describes the information technology, 

cybersecurity, or other cyber-related roles 
identified under paragraph (1); and 

(B) substantiates the critical need designa-
tions. 

(b) GUIDANCE.—The Director shall provide 
Federal agencies with timely guidance for 
identifying information technology, cyberse-
curity, or other cyber-related roles of crit-
ical need, including— 

(1) current information technology, cyber-
security, and other cyber-related roles with 
acute skill shortages; and 

(2) information technology, cybersecurity, 
or other cyber-related roles with emerging 
skill shortages. 

(c) CYBERSECURITY NEEDS REPORT.—Not 
later than 2 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Director, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, shall— 

(1) identify critical needs for information 
technology, cybersecurity, or other cyber-re-

lated workforce across all Federal agencies; 
and 

(2) submit a progress report on the imple-
mentation of this section to the appropriate 
congressional committees. 
SEC. 305. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-

FICE STATUS REPORTS. 
The Comptroller General of the United 

States shall— 
(1) analyze and monitor the implementa-

tion of sections 303 and 304; and 
(2) not later than 3 years after the date of 

the enactment of this Act, submit a report 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
that describes the status of such implemen-
tation. 

TITLE IV—OTHER CYBER MATTERS 
SEC. 401. STUDY ON MOBILE DEVICE SECURITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
shall— 

(1) complete a study on threats relating to 
the security of the mobile devices of the Fed-
eral Government; and 

(2) submit an unclassified report to Con-
gress, with a classified annex if necessary, 
that contains the findings of such study, the 
recommendations developed under paragraph 
(3) of subsection (b), the deficiencies, if any, 
identified under (4) of such subsection, and 
the plan developed under paragraph (5) of 
such subsection. 

(b) MATTERS STUDIED.—In carrying out the 
study under subsection (a)(1), the Secretary, 
in consultation with the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, shall— 

(1) assess the evolution of mobile security 
techniques from a desktop-centric approach, 
and whether such techniques are adequate to 
meet current mobile security challenges; 

(2) assess the effect such threats may have 
on the cybersecurity of the information sys-
tems and networks of the Federal Govern-
ment (except for national security systems 
or the information systems and networks of 
the Department of Defense and the intel-
ligence community); 

(3) develop recommendations for address-
ing such threats based on industry standards 
and best practices; 

(4) identify any deficiencies in the current 
authorities of the Secretary that may in-
hibit the ability of the Secretary to address 
mobile device security throughout the Fed-
eral Government (except for national secu-
rity systems and the information systems 
and networks of the Department of Defense 
and intelligence community); and 

(5) develop a plan for accelerated adoption 
of secure mobile device technology by the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

(c) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘intelligence commu-
nity’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 3 of the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3003). 
SEC. 402. DEPARTMENT OF STATE INTER-

NATIONAL CYBERSPACE POLICY 
STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall produce a com-
prehensive strategy relating to United 
States international policy with regard to 
cyberspace. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) A review of actions and activities un-
dertaken by the Secretary of State to date 
to support the goal of the President’s Inter-
national Strategy for Cyberspace, released in 
May 2011, to ‘‘work internationally to pro-
mote an open, interoperable, secure, and reli-

able information and communications infra-
structure that supports international trade 
and commerce, strengthens international se-
curity, and fosters free expression and inno-
vation.’’. 

(2) A plan of action to guide the diplomacy 
of the Secretary of State, with regard to for-
eign countries, including conducting bilat-
eral and multilateral activities to develop 
the norms of responsible international be-
havior in cyberspace, and status review of 
existing discussions in multilateral fora to 
obtain agreements on international norms in 
cyberspace. 

(3) A review of the alternative concepts 
with regard to international norms in cyber-
space offered by foreign countries that are 
prominent actors, including China, Russia, 
Brazil, and India. 

(4) A detailed description of threats to 
United States national security in cyber-
space from foreign countries, state-spon-
sored actors, and private actors to Federal 
and private sector infrastructure of the 
United States, intellectual property in the 
United States, and the privacy of citizens of 
the United States. 

(5) A review of policy tools available to the 
President to deter foreign countries, state- 
sponsored actors, and private actors, includ-
ing those outlined in Executive Order 13694, 
released on April 1, 2015. 

(6) A review of resources required by the 
Secretary, including the Office of the Coordi-
nator for Cyber Issues, to conduct activities 
to build responsible norms of international 
cyber behavior. 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the strat-
egy required by subsection (a), the Secretary 
of State shall consult, as appropriate, with 
other agencies and departments of the 
United States and the private sector and 
nongovernmental organizations in the 
United States with recognized credentials 
and expertise in foreign policy, national se-
curity, and cybersecurity. 

(d) FORM OF STRATEGY.—The strategy re-
quired by subsection (a) shall be in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified 
annex. 

(e) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—The 
Secretary of State shall— 

(1) make the strategy required in sub-
section (a) available the public; and 

(2) brief the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives on the strategy, including any material 
contained in a classified annex. 
SEC. 403. APPREHENSION AND PROSECUTION OF 

INTERNATIONAL CYBER CRIMINALS. 
(a) INTERNATIONAL CYBER CRIMINAL DE-

FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘inter-
national cyber criminal’’ means an indi-
vidual— 

(1) who is believed to have committed a 
cybercrime or intellectual property crime 
against the interests of the United States or 
the citizens of the United States; and 

(2) for whom— 
(A) an arrest warrant has been issued by a 

judge in the United States; or 
(B) an international wanted notice (com-

monly referred to as a ‘‘Red Notice’’) has 
been circulated by Interpol. 

(b) CONSULTATIONS FOR NONCOOPERATION.— 
The Secretary of State, or designee, shall 
consult with the appropriate government of-
ficial of each country from which extradition 
is not likely due to the lack of an extra-
dition treaty with the United States or other 
reasons, in which one or more international 
cyber criminals are physically present, to 
determine what actions the government of 
such country has taken— 

(1) to apprehend and prosecute such crimi-
nals; and 

(2) to prevent such criminals from carrying 
out cybercrimes or intellectual property 
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crimes against the interests of the United 
States or its citizens. 

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees an annual report that in-
cludes— 

(A) the number of international cyber 
criminals located in other countries, 
disaggregated by country, and indicating 
from which countries extradition is not like-
ly due to the lack of an extradition treaty 
with the United States or other reasons; 

(B) the nature and number of significant 
discussions by an official of the Department 
of State on ways to thwart or prosecute 
international cyber criminals with an offi-
cial of another country, including the name 
of each such country; and 

(C) for each international cyber criminal 
who was extradited to the United States dur-
ing the most recently completed calendar 
year— 

(i) his or her name; 
(ii) the crimes for which he or she was 

charged; 
(iii) his or her previous country of resi-

dence; and 
(iv) the country from which he or she was 

extradited into the United States. 
(2) FORM.—The report required by this sub-

section shall be in unclassified form to the 
maximum extent possible, but may include a 
classified annex. 

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs, the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, and the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence, and the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives. 
SEC. 404. ENHANCEMENT OF EMERGENCY SERV-

ICES. 
(a) COLLECTION OF DATA.—Not later than 90 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
acting through the center established under 
section 227 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as redesignated by section 223(a)(3) of 
this division, in coordination with appro-
priate Federal entities and the Director for 
Emergency Communications, shall establish 
a process by which a Statewide Interoper-
ability Coordinator may report data on any 
cybersecurity risk or incident involving any 
information system or network used by 
emergency response providers (as defined in 
section 2 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 101)) within the State. 

(b) ANALYSIS OF DATA.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
acting through the Director of the National 
Cybersecurity and Communications Integra-
tion Center, in coordination with appro-
priate entities and the Director for Emer-
gency Communications, and in consultation 
with the Secretary of Commerce, acting 
through the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology, shall con-
duct integration and analysis of the data re-
ported under subsection (a) to develop infor-
mation and recommendations on security 
and resilience measures for any information 
system or network used by State emergency 
response providers. 

(c) BEST PRACTICES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Using the results of the 
integration and analysis conducted under 
subsection (b), and any other relevant infor-
mation, the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology shall, on 
an ongoing basis, facilitate and support the 
development of methods for reducing cyber-
security risks to emergency response pro-
viders using the process described in section 
2(e) of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 272(e)). 

(2) REPORT.—The Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology shall 
submit to Congress a report on the result of 
the activities of the Director under para-
graph (1), including any methods developed 
by the Director under such paragraph, and 
shall make such report publicly available on 
the website of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to— 

(1) require a State to report data under 
subsection (a); or 

(2) require a non-Federal entity (as defined 
in section 102) to— 

(A) adopt a recommended measure devel-
oped under subsection (b); or 

(B) follow the result of the activities car-
ried out under subsection (c), including any 
methods developed under such subsection. 
SEC. 405. IMPROVING CYBERSECURITY IN THE 

HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions, the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, and the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(2) BUSINESS ASSOCIATE.—The term ‘‘busi-
ness associate’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 160.103 of title 45, Code of 
Federal Regulations (as in effect on the day 
before the date of the enactment of this Act). 

(3) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered 
entity’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 160.103 of title 45, Code of Federal 
Regulations (as in effect on the day before 
the date of the enactment of this Act). 

(4) CYBERSECURITY THREAT; CYBER THREAT 
INDICATOR; DEFENSIVE MEASURE; FEDERAL EN-
TITY; NON-FEDERAL ENTITY; PRIVATE ENTITY.— 
The terms ‘‘cybersecurity threat’’, ‘‘cyber 
threat indicator’’, ‘‘defensive measure’’, 
‘‘Federal entity’’, ‘‘non-Federal entity’’, and 
‘‘private entity’’ have the meanings given 
such terms in section 102 of this division. 

(5) HEALTH CARE CLEARINGHOUSE; HEALTH 
CARE PROVIDER; HEALTH PLAN.—The terms 
‘‘health care clearinghouse’’, ‘‘health care 
provider’’, and ‘‘health plan’’ have the mean-
ings given such terms in section 160.103 of 
title 45, Code of Federal Regulations (as in 
effect on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this Act). 

(6) HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY STAKEHOLDER.— 
The term ‘‘health care industry stakeholder’’ 
means any— 

(A) health plan, health care clearinghouse, 
or health care provider; 

(B) advocate for patients or consumers; 
(C) pharmacist; 
(D) developer or vendor of health informa-

tion technology; 
(E) laboratory; 
(F) pharmaceutical or medical device man-

ufacturer; or 
(G) additional stakeholder the Secretary 

determines necessary for purposes of sub-
section (b)(1), (c)(1), (c)(3), or (d)(1). 

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(b) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate and the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the preparedness of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services and 
health care industry stakeholders in re-
sponding to cybersecurity threats. 

(2) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—With respect to 
the internal response of the Department of 
Health and Human Services to emerging cy-
bersecurity threats, the report under para-
graph (1) shall include— 

(A) a clear statement of the official within 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to be responsible for leading and coordi-
nating efforts of the Department regarding 
cybersecurity threats in the health care in-
dustry; and 

(B) a plan from each relevant operating di-
vision and subdivision of the Department of 
Health and Human Services on how such di-
vision or subdivision will address cybersecu-
rity threats in the health care industry, in-
cluding a clear delineation of how each such 
division or subdivision will divide responsi-
bility among the personnel of such division 
or subdivision and communicate with other 
such divisions and subdivisions regarding ef-
forts to address such threats. 

(c) HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY CYBERSECURITY 
TASK FORCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary, in consultation with the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology and the Secretary of Home-
land Security, shall convene health care in-
dustry stakeholders, cybersecurity experts, 
and any Federal agencies or entities the Sec-
retary determines appropriate to establish a 
task force to— 

(A) analyze how industries, other than the 
health care industry, have implemented 
strategies and safeguards for addressing cy-
bersecurity threats within their respective 
industries; 

(B) analyze challenges and barriers private 
entities (excluding any State, tribal, or local 
government) in the health care industry face 
securing themselves against cyber attacks; 

(C) review challenges that covered entities 
and business associates face in securing 
networked medical devices and other soft-
ware or systems that connect to an elec-
tronic health record; 

(D) provide the Secretary with information 
to disseminate to health care industry stake-
holders of all sizes for purposes of improving 
their preparedness for, and response to, cy-
bersecurity threats affecting the health care 
industry; 

(E) establish a plan for implementing title 
I of this division, so that the Federal Gov-
ernment and health care industry stake-
holders may in real time, share actionable 
cyber threat indicators and defensive meas-
ures; and 

(F) report to the appropriate congressional 
committees on the findings and rec-
ommendations of the task force regarding 
carrying out subparagraphs (A) through (E). 

(2) TERMINATION.—The task force estab-
lished under this subsection shall terminate 
on the date that is 1 year after the date on 
which such task force is established. 

(3) DISSEMINATION.—Not later than 60 days 
after the termination of the task force estab-
lished under this subsection, the Secretary 
shall disseminate the information described 
in paragraph (1)(D) to health care industry 
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stakeholders in accordance with such para-
graph. 

(d) ALIGNING HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY SECU-
RITY APPROACHES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish, through a collaborative process with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, health 
care industry stakeholders, the Director of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, and any Federal entity or non- 
Federal entity the Secretary determines ap-
propriate, a common set of voluntary, con-
sensus-based, and industry-led guidelines, 
best practices, methodologies, procedures, 
and processes that— 

(A) serve as a resource for cost-effectively 
reducing cybersecurity risks for a range of 
health care organizations; 

(B) support voluntary adoption and imple-
mentation efforts to improve safeguards to 
address cybersecurity threats; 

(C) are consistent with— 
(i) the standards, guidelines, best prac-

tices, methodologies, procedures, and proc-
esses developed under section 2(c)(15) of the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology Act (15 U.S.C. 272(c)(15)); 

(ii) the security and privacy regulations 
promulgated under section 264(c) of the 
Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act of 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1320d–2 note); 
and 

(iii) the provisions of the Health Informa-
tion Technology for Economic and Clinical 
Health Act (title XIII of division A, and title 
IV of division B, of Public Law 111–5), and 
the amendments made by such Act; and 

(D) are updated on a regular basis and ap-
plicable to a range of health care organiza-
tions. 

(2) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this subsection 
shall be interpreted as granting the Sec-
retary authority to— 

(A) provide for audits to ensure that health 
care organizations are in compliance with 
this subsection; or 

(B) mandate, direct, or condition the award 
of any Federal grant, contract, or purchase, 
on compliance with this subsection. 

(3) NO LIABILITY FOR NONPARTICIPATION.— 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
subject a health care industry stakeholder to 
liability for choosing not to engage in the 
voluntary activities authorized or guidelines 
developed under this subsection. 

(e) INCORPORATING ONGOING ACTIVITIES.—In 
carrying out the activities under this sec-
tion, the Secretary may incorporate activi-
ties that are ongoing as of the day before the 
date of enactment of this Act and that are 
consistent with the objectives of this sec-
tion. 

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to limit the anti-
trust exemption under section 104(e) or the 
protection from liability under section 106. 

SEC. 406. FEDERAL COMPUTER SECURITY. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘covered 

system’’ shall mean a national security sys-
tem as defined in section 11103 of title 40, 
United States Code, or a Federal computer 
system that provides access to personally 
identifiable information. 

(2) COVERED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘covered 
agency’’ means an agency that operates a 
covered system. 

(3) LOGICAL ACCESS CONTROL.—The term 
‘‘logical access control’’ means a process of 
granting or denying specific requests to ob-
tain and use information and related infor-
mation processing services. 

(4) MULTI-FACTOR AUTHENTICATION.—The 
term ‘‘multi-factor authentication’’ means 
the use of not fewer than 2 authentication 
factors, such as the following: 

(A) Something that is known to the user, 
such as a password or personal identification 
number. 

(B) An access device that is provided to the 
user, such as a cryptographic identification 
device or token. 

(C) A unique biometric characteristic of 
the user. 

(5) PRIVILEGED USER.—The term ‘‘privi-
leged user’’ means a user who has access to 
system control, monitoring, or administra-
tive functions. 

(b) INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORTS ON COV-
ERED SYSTEMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 240 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Inspector General of each covered agency 
shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of jurisdiction in the Senate and the House 
of Representatives a report, which shall in-
clude information collected from the covered 
agency for the contents described in para-
graph (2) regarding the Federal computer 
systems of the covered agency. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report submitted by 
each Inspector General of a covered agency 
under paragraph (1) shall include, with re-
spect to the covered agency, the following: 

(A) A description of the logical access poli-
cies and practices used by the covered agen-
cy to access a covered system, including 
whether appropriate standards were fol-
lowed. 

(B) A description and list of the logical ac-
cess controls and multi-factor authentica-
tion used by the covered agency to govern 
access to covered systems by privileged 
users. 

(C) If the covered agency does not use log-
ical access controls or multi-factor authen-
tication to access a covered system, a de-
scription of the reasons for not using such 
logical access controls or multi-factor au-
thentication. 

(D) A description of the following informa-
tion security management practices used by 
the covered agency regarding covered sys-
tems: 

(i) The policies and procedures followed to 
conduct inventories of the software present 
on the covered systems of the covered agen-
cy and the licenses associated with such soft-
ware. 

(ii) What capabilities the covered agency 
utilizes to monitor and detect exfiltration 
and other threats, including— 

(I) data loss prevention capabilities; 
(II) forensics and visibility capabilities; or 
(III) digital rights management capabili-

ties. 
(iii) A description of how the covered agen-

cy is using the capabilities described in 
clause (ii). 

(iv) If the covered agency is not utilizing 
capabilities described in clause (ii), a de-
scription of the reasons for not utilizing such 
capabilities. 

(E) A description of the policies and proce-
dures of the covered agency with respect to 
ensuring that entities, including contrac-
tors, that provide services to the covered 
agency are implementing the information se-
curity management practices described in 
subparagraph (D). 

(3) EXISTING REVIEW.—The reports required 
under this subsection may be based in whole 
or in part on an audit, evaluation, or report 
relating to programs or practices of the cov-
ered agency, and may be submitted as part of 
another report, including the report required 
under section 3555 of title 44, United States 
Code. 

(4) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—Reports sub-
mitted under this subsection shall be in un-
classified form, but may include a classified 
annex. 

SEC. 407. STOPPING THE FRAUDULENT SALE OF 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION OF PEO-
PLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Section 1029(h) of title 18, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘title if—’’ and 
all that follows through ‘‘therefrom.’’ and in-
serting ‘‘title if the offense involves an ac-
cess device issued, owned, managed, or con-
trolled by a financial institution, account 
issuer, credit card system member, or other 
entity organized under the laws of the 
United States, or any State, the District of 
Columbia, or other territory of the United 
States.’’. 

DIVISION O—OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 1. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this division is as 
follows: 
Sec. 1. Table of contents. 
TITLE I—OIL EXPORTS, SAFETY VALVE, 

AND MARITIME SECURITY 
Sec. 101. Oil Exports, Safety Valve, and Mar-

itime Security. 
TITLE II—TERRORIST TRAVEL PREVEN-

TION AND VISA WAIVER PROGRAM RE-
FORM 

Sec. 201. Short title. 
Sec. 202. Electronic passport requirement. 
Sec. 203. Restriction on use of visa waiver 

program for aliens who travel 
to certain countries. 

Sec. 204. Designation requirements for pro-
gram countries. 

Sec. 205. Reporting requirements. 
Sec. 206. High risk program countries. 
Sec. 207. Enhancements to the electronic 

system for travel authoriza-
tion. 

Sec. 208. Provision of assistance to non-pro-
gram countries. 

Sec. 209. Clerical amendments. 
Sec. 210. Sense of Congress. 
TITLE III—JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH 

AND COMPENSATION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

Sec. 301. Short title. 
Sec. 302. Reauthorizing the World Trade 

Center Health Program. 
TITLE IV—JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 VICTIM 

COMPENSATION FUND REAUTHORIZA-
TION 

Sec. 401. Short title. 
Sec. 402. Reauthorizing the September 11th 

Victim Compensation Fund of 
2001. 

Sec. 403. Amendment to exempt programs. 
Sec. 404. Compensation for United States 

Victims of State Sponsored 
Terrorism Act. 

Sec. 405. Budgetary provisions. 
TITLE V—MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 

PROVISIONS 
Sec. 501. Medicare Improvement Fund. 
Sec. 502. Medicare payment incentive for the 

transition from traditional x- 
ray imaging to digital radiog-
raphy and other Medicare imag-
ing payment provision. 

Sec. 503. Limiting Federal Medicaid reim-
bursement to States for durable 
medical equipment (DME) to 
Medicare payment rates. 

Sec. 504. Treatment of disposable devices. 
TITLE VI—PUERTO RICO 

Sec. 601. Modification of Medicare inpatient 
hospital payment rate for Puer-
to Rico hospitals. 

Sec. 602. Application of Medicare HITECH 
payments to hospitals in Puer-
to Rico. 

TITLE VII—FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Sec. 701. Table of contents. 
Sec. 702. Limitations on sale of preferred 

stock. 
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Sec. 703. Confidentiality of information 

shared between State and Fed-
eral financial services regu-
lators. 

Sec. 704. Application of FACA. 
Sec. 705. Treatment of affiliate transactions. 
Sec. 706. Ensuring the protection of insur-

ance policyholders. 
Sec. 707. Limitation on SEC funds. 
Sec. 708. Elimination of reporting require-

ment. 
Sec. 709. Extension of Hardest Hit Fund; 

Termination of Home Afford-
able Modification Program. 

TITLE VIII—LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION FUND 

Sec. 801. Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. 

TITLE IX—NATIONAL OCEANS AND 
COASTAL SECURITY 

Sec. 901. Short title. 
Sec. 902. Definitions. 
Sec. 903. Purposes and agreements. 
Sec. 904. National Oceans and Coastal Secu-

rity Fund. 
Sec. 905. Eligible uses. 
Sec. 906. Grants. 
Sec. 907. Annual report. 
Sec. 908. Funding. 

TITLE X—BUDGETARY PROVISIONS 
Sec. 1001. Budgetary effects. 
Sec. 1002. Authority to make adjustment in 

FY 2016 allocation. 
Sec. 1003. Estimates. 

TITLE XI—IRAQ LOAN AUTHORITY 

Sec. 1101. Iraq loan authority. 

TITLE I—OIL EXPORTS, SAFETY VALVE, 
AND MARITIME SECURITY 

SEC. 101. OIL EXPORTS, SAFETY VALVE, AND 
MARITIME SECURITY. 

(a) REPEAL.—Section 103 of the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6212) and 
the item relating thereto in the table of con-
tents of that Act are repealed. 

(b) NATIONAL POLICY ON OIL EXPORT RE-
STRICTION.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, except as provided in sub-
sections (c) and (d), to promote the efficient 
exploration, production, storage, supply, 
marketing, pricing, and regulation of energy 
resources, including fossil fuels, no official of 
the Federal Government shall impose or en-
force any restriction on the export of crude 
oil. 

(c) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion limits the authority of the President 
under the Constitution, the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) or regulations issued under that 
Act (other than section 754.2 of title 15, Code 
of Federal Regulations), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), part B of 
title II of the Energy Policy and Conserva-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 6271 et seq.), the Trading 
With the Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App. 1 et 
seq.), or any other provision of law that im-
poses sanctions on a foreign person or for-
eign government (including any provision of 
law that prohibits or restricts United States 
persons from engaging in a transaction with 
a sanctioned person or government), includ-
ing a foreign government that is designated 
as a state sponsor of terrorism, to prohibit 
exports. 

(d) EXCEPTIONS AND PRESIDENTIAL AUTHOR-
ITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may impose 
export licensing requirements or other re-
strictions on the export of crude oil from the 
United States for a period of not more than 
1 year, if— 

(A) the President declares a national emer-
gency and formally notices the declaration 
of a national emergency in the Federal Reg-
ister; 

(B) the export licensing requirements or 
other restrictions on the export of crude oil 
from the United States under this subsection 
apply to 1 or more countries, persons, or or-
ganizations in the context of sanctions or 
trade restrictions imposed by the United 
States for reasons of national security by 
the Executive authority of the President or 
by Congress; or 

(C) the Secretary of Commerce, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Energy, finds 
and reports to the President that— 

(i) the export of crude oil pursuant to this 
Act has caused sustained material oil supply 
shortages or sustained oil prices signifi-
cantly above world market levels that are di-
rectly attributable to the export of crude oil 
produced in the United States; and 

(ii) those supply shortages or price in-
creases have caused or are likely to cause 
sustained material adverse employment ef-
fects in the United States. 

(2) RENEWAL.—Any requirement or restric-
tion imposed pursuant to subparagraph (A) 
of paragraph (1) may be renewed for 1 or 
more additional periods of not more than 1 
year each. 

(e) NATIONAL DEFENSE SEALIFT ENHANCE-
MENT.— 

(1) PAYMENTS.—Section 53106(a)(1) of title 
46, United States Code, is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking the 
comma before ‘‘for each’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘2015, 
2016, 2017, and 2018;’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
2015;’’; 

(C) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as 
subparagraph (G); and 

(D) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(D) $4,999,950 for fiscal year 2017; 
‘‘(E) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2018, 

2019, and 2020; 
‘‘(F) $5,233,463 for fiscal year 2021; and’’. 
(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Section 53111 of title 46, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘2015, 2017, 
and 2018;’’ and inserting ‘‘and 2015’’; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (7); and 

(C) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(4) $299,997,000 for fiscal year 2017; 
‘‘(5) $300,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2018, 

2019, and 2020; 
‘‘(6) $314,007,780 for fiscal year 2021; and’’. 

TITLE II—TERRORIST TRAVEL PREVEN-
TION AND VISA WAIVER PROGRAM RE-
FORM 

SECTION 201. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Visa Waiver 

Program Improvement and Terrorist Travel 
Prevention Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 202. ELECTRONIC PASSPORT REQUIRE-

MENT. 
(a) REQUIREMENT FOR ALIEN TO POSSESS 

ELECTRONIC PASSPORT.—Section 217(a)(3) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187(a)(3)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(3) PASSPORT REQUIREMENTS.—The alien, 
at the time of application for admission, is 
in possession of a valid unexpired passport 
that satisfies the following: 

‘‘(A) MACHINE READABLE.—The passport is a 
machine-readable passport that is tamper-re-
sistant, incorporates document authentica-
tion identifiers, and otherwise satisfies the 
internationally accepted standard for ma-
chine readability. 

‘‘(B) ELECTRONIC.—Beginning on April 1, 
2016, the passport is an electronic passport 
that is fraud-resistant, contains relevant 
biographic and biometric information (as de-
termined by the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity), and otherwise satisfies internation-

ally accepted standards for electronic pass-
ports.’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR PROGRAM COUNTRY TO 
VALIDATE PASSPORTS.—Section 217(c)(2)(B) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187(c)(2)(B)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(B) PASSPORT PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(i) ISSUANCE OF PASSPORTS.—The govern-

ment of the country certifies that it issues 
to its citizens passports described in sub-
paragraph (A) of subsection (a)(3), and on or 
after April 1, 2016, passports described in sub-
paragraph (B) of subsection (a)(3). 

‘‘(ii) VALIDATION OF PASSPORTS.—Not later 
than October 1, 2016, the government of the 
country certifies that it has in place mecha-
nisms to validate passports described in sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of subsection (a)(3) at 
each key port of entry into that country. 
This requirement shall not apply to travel 
between countries which fall within the 
Schengen Zone.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
303(c) of the Enhanced Border Security and 
Visa Entry Reform Act of 2002 is repealed (8 
U.S.C. 1732(c)). 
SEC. 203. RESTRICTION ON USE OF VISA WAIVER 

PROGRAM FOR ALIENS WHO TRAVEL 
TO CERTAIN COUNTRIES. 

Section 217(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(a)), as amended 
by this Act, is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(12) NOT PRESENT IN IRAQ, SYRIA, OR ANY 
OTHER COUNTRY OR AREA OF CONCERN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraphs (B) and (C)— 

‘‘(i) the alien has not been present, at any 
time on or after March 1, 2011— 

‘‘(I) in Iraq or Syria; 
‘‘(II) in a country that is designated by the 

Secretary of State under section 6(j) of the 
Export Administration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 
2405) (as continued in effect under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)), section 40 of the 
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2780), 
section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371), or any other provision of 
law, as a country, the government of which 
has repeatedly provided support of acts of 
international terrorism; or 

‘‘(III) in any other country or area of con-
cern designated by the Secretary of Home-
land Security under subparagraph (D); and 

‘‘(ii) regardless of whether the alien is a 
national of a program country, the alien is 
not a national of— 

‘‘(I) Iraq or Syria; 
‘‘(II) a country that is designated, at the 

time the alien applies for admission, by the 
Secretary of State under section 6(j) of the 
Export Administration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 
2405) (as continued in effect under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)), section 40 of the 
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2780), 
section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371), or any other provision of 
law, as a country, the government of which 
has repeatedly provided support of acts of 
international terrorism; or 

‘‘(III) any other country that is designated, 
at the time the alien applies for admission, 
by the Secretary of Homeland Security 
under subparagraph (D). 

‘‘(B) CERTAIN MILITARY PERSONNEL AND 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—Subparagraph 
(A)(i) shall not apply in the case of an alien 
if the Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines that the alien was present— 

‘‘(i) in order to perform military service in 
the armed forces of a program country; or 

‘‘(ii) in order to carry out official duties as 
a full time employee of the government of a 
program country. 
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‘‘(C) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Homeland 

Security may waive the application of sub-
paragraph (A) to an alien if the Secretary de-
termines that such a waiver is in the law en-
forcement or national security interests of 
the United States. 

‘‘(D) COUNTRIES OR AREAS OF CONCERN.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this para-
graph, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
in consultation with the Secretary of State 
and the Director of National Intelligence, 
shall determine whether the requirement 
under subparagraph (A) shall apply to any 
other country or area. 

‘‘(ii) CRITERIA.—In making a determination 
under clause (i), the Secretary shall con-
sider— 

‘‘(I) whether the presence of an alien in the 
country or area increases the likelihood that 
the alien is a credible threat to the national 
security of the United States; 

‘‘(II) whether a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion has a significant presence in the coun-
try or area; and 

‘‘(III) whether the country or area is a safe 
haven for terrorists. 

‘‘(iii) ANNUAL REVIEW.—The Secretary shall 
conduct a review, on an annual basis, of any 
determination made under clause (i). 

‘‘(E) REPORT.—Beginning not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this paragraph, and annually thereafter, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the House of Representatives, and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, the Committee on For-
eign Relations, the Select Committee on In-
telligence, and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the Senate a report on each instance 
in which the Secretary exercised the waiver 
authority under subparagraph (C) during the 
previous year.’’. 
SEC. 204. DESIGNATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

PROGRAM COUNTRIES. 
(a) REPORTING LOST AND STOLEN PASS-

PORTS.—Section 217(c)(2)(D) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1187(c)(2)(D)), as amended by this Act, is fur-
ther amended by striking ‘‘within a strict 
time limit’’ and inserting ‘‘not later than 24 
hours after becoming aware of the theft or 
loss’’. 

(b) INTERPOL SCREENING.—Section 217(c)(2) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187(c)(2)), as amended by this Act, is 
further amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(G) INTERPOL SCREENING.—Not later than 
270 days after the date of the enactment of 
this subparagraph, except in the case of a 
country in which there is not an inter-
national airport, the government of the 
country certifies to the Secretary of Home-
land Security that, to the maximum extent 
allowed under the laws of the country, it is 
screening, for unlawful activity, each person 
who is not a citizen or national of that coun-
try who is admitted to or departs that coun-
try, by using relevant databases and notices 
maintained by Interpol, or other means des-
ignated by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity. This requirement shall not apply to 
travel between countries which fall within 
the Schengen Zone.’’. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION OF PASSENGER INFOR-
MATION EXCHANGE AGREEMENT.—Section 
217(c)(2)(F) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)(2)(F)), as amended 
by this Act, is further amended by inserting 
before the period at the end the following: ‘‘, 
and fully implements such agreement’’. 

(d) TERMINATION OF DESIGNATION.—Section 
217(f) of the Immigration and Nationality 

Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(f)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(6) FAILURE TO SHARE INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of 

Homeland Security and the Secretary of 
State jointly determine that the program 
country is not sharing information, as re-
quired by subsection (c)(2)(F), the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall terminate the 
designation of the country as a program 
country. 

‘‘(B) REDESIGNATION.—In the case of a ter-
mination under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall redesig-
nate the country as a program country, 
without regard to paragraph (2) or (3) of sub-
section (c) or paragraphs (1) through (4), 
when the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, de-
termines that the country is sharing infor-
mation, as required by subsection (c)(2)(F). 

‘‘(7) FAILURE TO SCREEN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date 

that is 270 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this paragraph, if the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Secretary of 
State jointly determine that the program 
country is not conducting the screening re-
quired by subsection (c)(2)(G), the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall terminate the 
designation of the country as a program 
country. 

‘‘(B) REDESIGNATION.—In the case of a ter-
mination under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall redesig-
nate the country as a program country, 
without regard to paragraph (2) or (3) of sub-
section (c) or paragraphs (1) through (4), 
when the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, de-
termines that the country is conducting the 
screening required by subsection (c)(2)(G).’’. 
SEC. 205. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 217(c) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1187(c)), as amended by this Act, is further 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)(C)(iii)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and the Committee on 

International Relations’’ and inserting ‘‘, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘and the Committee on 
Foreign Relations’’ and inserting ‘‘, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (5)(A)(i)— 
(A) in subclause (III)— 
(i) by inserting after ‘‘the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs,’’ the following: ‘‘the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence,’’; 

(ii) by inserting after ‘‘the Committee on 
Foreign Relations,’’ the following: ‘‘the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(B) in subclause (IV), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting the following: 
‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(V) shall submit to the committees de-

scribed in subclause (III), a report that in-
cludes an assessment of the threat to the na-
tional security of the United States of the 
designation of each country designated as a 
program country, including the compliance 
of the government of each such country with 
the requirements under subparagraphs (D) 
and (F) of paragraph (2), as well as each such 
government’s capacity to comply with such 
requirements.’’. 

(b) DATE OF SUBMISSION OF FIRST REPORT.— 
The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
submit the first report described in sub-
clause (V) of section 217(c)(5)(A)(i) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
(c)(5)(A)(i)), as added by subsection (a), not 

later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 206. HIGH RISK PROGRAM COUNTRIES. 

Section 217(c) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)), as amended 
by this Act, is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(12) DESIGNATION OF HIGH RISK PROGRAM 
COUNTRIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in consultation with the Di-
rector of National Intelligence and the Sec-
retary of State, shall evaluate program 
countries on an annual basis based on the 
criteria described in subparagraph (B) and 
shall identify any program country, the ad-
mission of nationals from which under the 
visa waiver program under this section, the 
Secretary determines presents a high risk to 
the national security of the United States. 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—In evaluating program 
countries under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Director of National Intelligence 
and the Secretary of State, shall consider 
the following criteria: 

‘‘(i) The number of nationals of the coun-
try determined to be ineligible to travel to 
the United States under the program during 
the previous year. 

‘‘(ii) The number of nationals of the coun-
try who were identified in United States 
Government databases related to the identi-
ties of known or suspected terrorists during 
the previous year. 

‘‘(iii) The estimated number of nationals of 
the country who have traveled to Iraq or 
Syria at any time on or after March 1, 2011 
to engage in terrorism. 

‘‘(iv) The capacity of the country to com-
bat passport fraud. 

‘‘(v) The level of cooperation of the coun-
try with the counter-terrorism efforts of the 
United States. 

‘‘(vi) The adequacy of the border and immi-
gration control of the country. 

‘‘(vii) Any other criteria the Secretary of 
Homeland Security determines to be appro-
priate. 

‘‘(C) SUSPENSION OF DESIGNATION.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, may suspend 
the designation of a program country based 
on a determination that the country pre-
sents a high risk to the national security of 
the United States under subparagraph (A) 
until such time as the Secretary determines 
that the country no longer presents such a 
risk. 

‘‘(D) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this paragraph, 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in consultation with the 
Director of National Intelligence and the 
Secretary of State, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence, and the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives, and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Select Committee on Intelligence, and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate a report, which includes an evaluation 
and threat assessment of each country deter-
mined to present a high risk to the national 
security of the United States under subpara-
graph (A).’’. 

SEC. 207. ENHANCEMENTS TO THE ELECTRONIC 
SYSTEM FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZA-
TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 217(h)(3) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1187(h)(3)) is amended— 
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(1) in subparagraph (C)(i), by inserting 

after ‘‘any such determination’’ the fol-
lowing: ‘‘or shorten the period of eligibility 
under any such determination’’; 

(2) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(D) FRAUD DETECTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall research opportuni-
ties to incorporate into the System tech-
nology that will detect and prevent fraud 
and deception in the System. 

‘‘(E) ADDITIONAL AND PREVIOUS COUNTRIES 
OF CITIZENSHIP.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall collect from an applicant for 
admission pursuant to this section informa-
tion on any additional or previous countries 
of citizenship of that applicant. The Sec-
retary shall take any information so col-
lected into account when making determina-
tions as to the eligibility of the alien for ad-
mission pursuant to this section. 

‘‘(F) REPORT ON CERTAIN LIMITATIONS ON 
TRAVEL.—Not later than 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this subparagraph 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives, and the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate a report 
on the number of individuals who were de-
nied eligibility to travel under the program, 
or whose eligibility for such travel was re-
voked during the previous year, and the 
number of such individuals determined, in 
accordance with subsection (a)(6), to rep-
resent a threat to the national security of 
the United States, and shall include the 
country or countries of citizenship of each 
such individual.’’. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, the Committee on the Judi-
ciary, and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate a report on steps to 
strengthen the electronic system for travel 
authorization authorized under section 
217(h)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(h)(3))) in order to better se-
cure the international borders of the United 
States and prevent terrorists and instru-
ments of terrorism from entering the United 
States. 
SEC. 208. PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE TO NON- 

PROGRAM COUNTRIES. 
The Secretary of Homeland Security, in 

consultation with the Secretary of State, 
shall provide assistance in a risk-based man-
ner to countries that do not participate in 
the visa waiver program under section 217 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187) to assist those countries in— 

(1) submitting to Interpol information 
about the theft or loss of passports of citi-
zens or nationals of such a country; and 

(2) issuing, and validating at the ports of 
entry of such a country, electronic passports 
that are fraud-resistant, contain relevant 
biographic and biometric information (as de-
termined by the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity), and otherwise satisfy internation-
ally accepted standards for electronic pass-
ports. 
SEC. 209. CLERICAL AMENDMENTS. 

(a) SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY.— 
Section 217 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187), as amended by this 
Act, is further amended by striking ‘‘Attor-
ney General’’ each place such term appears 
(except in subsection (c)(11)(B)) and inserting 
‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’. 

(b) ELECTRONIC SYSTEM FOR TRAVEL AU-
THORIZATION.—Section 217 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187), as 
amended this Act, is further amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘electronic travel author-
ization system’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘electronic system for travel author-
ization’’; 

(2) in the heading in subsection (a)(11), by 
striking ‘‘ELECTRONIC TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION 
SYSTEM’’ and inserting ‘‘ELECTRONIC SYSTEM 
FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION’’; and 

(3) in the heading in subsection (h)(3), by 
striking ‘‘ELECTRONIC TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION 
SYSTEM’’ and inserting ‘‘ELECTRONIC SYSTEM 
FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION’’. 
SEC. 210. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization, the 
specialized agency of the United Nations re-
sponsible for establishing international 
standards, specifications, and best practices 
related to the administration and govern-
ance of border controls and inspection for-
malities, should establish standards for the 
introduction of electronic passports (referred 
to in this section as ‘‘e-passports’’), and obli-
gate member countries to utilize such e-pass-
ports as soon as possible. Such e-passports 
should be a combined paper and electronic 
passport that contains biographic and bio-
metric information that can be used to au-
thenticate the identity of travelers through 
an embedded chip. 
TITLE III—JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH 

AND COMPENSATION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘James 

Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Reau-
thorization Act’’. 
SEC. 302. REAUTHORIZING THE WORLD TRADE 

CENTER HEALTH PROGRAM. 
(a) WORLD TRADE CENTER HEALTH PROGRAM 

FUND.—Section 3351 of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–61) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘each of fiscal years 2012’’ 
and all that follows through ‘‘2011)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘fiscal year 2016 and each subsequent 
fiscal year through fiscal year 2090’’; and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (A) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(A) the Federal share, consisting of an 
amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) for fiscal year 2016, $330,000,000; 
‘‘(ii) for fiscal year 2017, $345,610,000; 
‘‘(iii) for fiscal year 2018, $380,000,000; 
‘‘(iv) for fiscal year 2019, $440,000,000; 
‘‘(v) for fiscal year 2020, $485,000,000; 
‘‘(vi) for fiscal year 2021, $501,000,000; 
‘‘(vii) for fiscal year 2022, $518,000,000; 
‘‘(viii) for fiscal year 2023, $535,000,000; 
‘‘(ix) for fiscal year 2024, $552,000,000; 
‘‘(x) for fiscal year 2025, $570,000,000; and 
‘‘(xi) for each subsequent fiscal year 

through fiscal year 2090, the amount speci-
fied under this subparagraph for the previous 
fiscal year increased by the percentage in-
crease in the consumer price index for all 
urban consumers (all items; United States 
city average) as estimated by the Secretary 
for the 12-month period ending with March of 
the previous year; plus’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(4) AMOUNTS FROM PRIOR FISCAL YEARS.— 
Amounts that were deposited, or identified 
for deposit, into the Fund for any fiscal year 

under paragraph (2), as such paragraph was 
in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Reauthorization Act, that 
were not expended in carrying out this title 
for any such fiscal year, shall remain depos-
ited, or be deposited, as the case may be, 
into the Fund. 

‘‘(5) AMOUNTS TO REMAIN AVAILABLE UNTIL 
EXPENDED.—Amounts deposited into the 
Fund under this subsection, including 
amounts deposited under paragraph (2) as in 
effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Reauthorization Act, for a fis-
cal year shall remain available, for the pur-
poses described in this title, until expended 
for such fiscal year and any subsequent fiscal 
year through fiscal year 2090.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘sec-
tions 3302(a)’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘3342’’ and inserting ‘‘sections 3301(e), 3301(f), 
3302(a), 3302(b), 3303, 3304, 3305(a)(1), 3305(a)(2), 
3305(c), 3341, and 3342’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (B); 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 

subparagraph (B); and 
(iii) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) for fiscal year 2016, the amount deter-

mined for such fiscal year under subpara-
graph (C) as in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensation Reauthorization 
Act; and’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) for fiscal year 2016, $200,000;’’; 
(ii) by striking subparagraph (B); and 
(iii) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 

subparagraph (B); 
(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘section 

3303’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 3303, for fiscal year 2016 and each subse-
quent fiscal year, $750,000.’’; 

(D) in paragraph (4), by striking subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) for fiscal year 2016, the amount deter-
mined for such fiscal year under subpara-
graph (C) as in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensation Reauthorization 
Act; 

‘‘(B) for fiscal year 2017, $15,000,000; and’’; 
(E) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (B); 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 

subparagraph (B); and 
(iii) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) for fiscal year 2016, the amount deter-

mined for such fiscal year under subpara-
graph (C) as in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensation Reauthorization 
Act; and’’; and 

(F) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (B); 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 

subparagraph (B); and 
(iii) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) for fiscal year 2016, the amount deter-

mined for such fiscal year under subpara-
graph (C) as in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensation Reauthorization 
Act; and’’. 

(b) GAO STUDIES; REGULATIONS; TERMI-
NATION.—Section 3301 of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(i) GAO STUDIES.— 
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‘‘(1) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 

after the date of the enactment of the James 
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Reau-
thorization Act, the Comptroller General of 
the United States shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate a report that assesses, with re-
spect to the WTC Program, the effectiveness 
of each of the following: 

‘‘(A) The quality assurance program devel-
oped and implemented under subsection (e). 

‘‘(B) The procedures for providing certifi-
cations of coverage of conditions as WTC-re-
lated health conditions for enrolled WTC re-
sponders under section 3312(b)(2)(B)(iii) and 
for screening-eligible WTC survivors and cer-
tified-eligible WTC survivors under such sec-
tion as applied under section 3322(a). 

‘‘(C) Any action under the WTC Program 
to ensure appropriate payment (including 
the avoidance of improper payments), in-
cluding determining the extent to which in-
dividuals enrolled in the WTC Program are 
eligible for workers compensation or sources 
of health coverage, ascertaining the liability 
of such compensation or sources of health 
coverage, and making recommendations for 
ensuring effective and efficient coordination 
of benefits for individuals enrolled in the 
WTC Program that does not place an undue 
burden on such individuals. 

‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT ASSESSMENTS.—Not later 
than 6 years and 6 months after the date of 
enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 Health 
and Compensation Reauthorization Act, and 
every 5 years thereafter through fiscal year 
2042, the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall— 

‘‘(A) consult the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate on the ob-
jectives in assessing the WTC Program; and 

‘‘(B) prepare and submit to such Commit-
tees a report that assesses the WTC Program 
for the applicable reporting period, including 
the objectives described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(j) REGULATIONS.—The WTC Program Ad-
ministrator is authorized to promulgate such 
regulations as the Administrator determines 
necessary to administer this title. 

‘‘(k) TERMINATION.—The WTC Program 
shall terminate on October 1, 2090.’’. 

(c) CLINICAL CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE AND 
DATA CENTERS.—Section 3305 of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–4) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting ‘‘and 

retention’’ after ‘‘outreach’’; and 
(B) in paragraph (2)(A)(iii), by inserting 

‘‘and retention’’ after ‘‘outreach’’; and 
(2) in subsection (b)(1)(B)(vi), by striking 

‘‘section 3304(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
3304(d)’’. 

(d) WORLD TRADE CENTER RESPONDERS.— 
Section 3311(a)(4)(B)(i)(II) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm– 
21(a)(4)(B)(i)(II)) is amended by striking 
‘‘through the end of fiscal year 2020’’. 

(e) ADDITIONS TO LIST OF HEALTH CONDI-
TIONS FOR WTC RESPONDERS.— 

(1) EXPANDING TIME FOR ACTIONS BY ADMIN-
ISTRATOR AND BY ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Sec-
tion 3312(a)(6) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–22(a)(6)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘60 days’’ and 
inserting ‘‘90 days’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘60 
days’’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘90 days’’. 

(2) PEER REVIEW FOR DECISIONS; ENHANCED 
ROLE OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Section 
3312(a)(6) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 300mm–22(a)(6)), as amended by para-

graph (1), is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(F) INDEPENDENT PEER REVIEWS.—Prior to 
issuing a final rule to add a health condition 
to the list in paragraph (3), the WTC Pro-
gram Administrator shall provide for an 
independent peer review of the scientific and 
technical evidence that would be the basis 
for issuing such final rule. 

‘‘(G) ADDITIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE REC-
OMMENDATIONS.— 

‘‘(i) PROGRAM POLICIES.— 
‘‘(I) EXISTING POLICIES.—Not later than 1 

year after the date of enactment of the 
James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensa-
tion Reauthorization Act, the WTC Program 
Administrator shall request the Advisory 
Committee to review and evaluate the poli-
cies and procedures, in effect at the time of 
the review and evaluation, that are used to 
determine whether sufficient evidence exists 
to support adding a health condition to the 
list in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(II) SUBSEQUENT POLICIES.—Prior to estab-
lishing any substantive new policy or proce-
dure used to make the determination de-
scribed in subclause (I) or prior to making 
any substantive amendment to any policy or 
procedure described in such subclause, the 
WTC Program Administrator shall request 
the Advisory Committee to review and 
evaluate such substantive policy, procedure, 
or amendment. 

‘‘(ii) IDENTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS CON-
DUCTING INDEPENDENT PEER REVIEWS.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Com-
pensation Reauthorization Act and not less 
than every 2 years thereafter, the WTC Pro-
gram Administrator shall seek recommenda-
tions from the Advisory Committee regard-
ing the identification of individuals to con-
duct the independent peer reviews under sub-
paragraph (F).’’. 

(f) WORLD TRADE CENTER SURVIVORS.—Sec-
tion 3321(a)(3)(B)(i)(II) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm– 
31(a)(3)(B)(i)(II)) is amended by striking 
‘‘through the end of fiscal year 2020’’. 

(g) PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.—Section 
3331(d)(1)(B) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 300mm–41(d)(1)(B)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘the last calendar quarter’’ 
and all that follows through ‘‘2015’’ and in-
serting ‘‘each calendar quarter of fiscal year 
2016 and of each subsequent fiscal year 
through fiscal year 2090,’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘and with respect to cal-
endar quarters in fiscal year 2016’’ and all 
that follows and inserting a period. 

(h) WORLD TRADE CENTER HEALTH REG-
ISTRY.—Section 3342 of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–52) is amended 
by striking ‘‘April 20, 2009’’ and inserting 
‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 
TITLE IV—JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 VICTIM 

COMPENSATION FUND REAUTHORIZA-
TION 

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘James 

Zadroga 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund Re-
authorization Act’’. 
SEC. 402. REAUTHORIZING THE SEPTEMBER 11TH 

VICTIM COMPENSATION FUND OF 
2001. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 402 of the Air 
Transportation Safety and System Stabiliza-
tion Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (9)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘medical expense loss,’’; 

and 
(B) by striking ‘‘and loss of business or em-

ployment opportunities’’ and inserting ‘‘loss 
of business or employment opportunities, 
and past out-of-pocket medical expense loss 
but not future medical expense loss’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (14) as para-
graph (16); 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (13), the 
following: 

‘‘(14) WTC PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR.—The 
term ‘WTC Program Administrator’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 3306 of 
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
300mm–5). 

‘‘(15) WTC-RELATED PHYSICAL HEALTH CON-
DITION.—The term ‘WTC-related physical 
health condition’— 

‘‘(A) means, subject to subparagraph (B), a 
WTC-related health condition as defined by 
section 3312(a) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–22(a)), including the 
conditions listed in section 3322(b) of such 
Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–32(b)); and 

‘‘(B) does not include— 
‘‘(i) a mental health condition described in 

paragraph (1)(A)(ii) or (3)(B) of section 
3312(a) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–22(a)); 

‘‘(ii) any mental health condition certified 
under section 3312(b)(2)(B)(iii) of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 300mm–22(b)(2)(B)(iii)) (including such 
certification as applied under section 3322(a) 
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–32(a)); 

‘‘(iii) a mental health condition described 
in section 3322(b)(2) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
300mm–32(b)(2)); or 

‘‘(iv) any other mental health condition.’’; 
and 

(4) in paragraph (16), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2), by striking subparagraph (C) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(C) the area in Manhattan that is south of 
the line that runs along Canal Street from 
the Hudson River to the intersection of 
Canal Street and East Broadway, north on 
East Broadway to Clinton Street, and east 
on Clinton Street to the East River;’’. 

(b) PURPOSE.—Section 403 of the Air Trans-
portation Safety and System Stabilization 
Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘full’’ before ‘‘compensa-
tion’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘, or the rescue and recov-
ery efforts during the immediate aftermath 
of such crashes’’ before the period. 

(c) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR FILING 
CLAIMS.—Section 405 of the Air Transpor-
tation Safety and System Stabilization Act 
(49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(3)— 
(A) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—A claim may be filed 

under paragraph (1), in accordance with sub-
section (c)(3)(A)(i), by an individual (or by a 
personal representative on behalf of a de-
ceased individual) during the period begin-
ning on the date on which the regulations 
are updated under section 407(b)(1) and end-
ing on the date that is 5 years after the date 
of enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 Vic-
tim Compensation Fund Reauthorization 
Act. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL MASTER DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For claims filed under 

this title during the period described in sub-
paragraph (B), the Special Master shall es-
tablish a system for determining whether, 
for purposes of this title, the claim is— 

‘‘(I) a claim in Group A, as described in 
clause (ii); or 

‘‘(II) a claim in Group B, as described in 
clause (iii). 

‘‘(ii) GROUP A CLAIMS.—A claim under this 
title is a claim in Group A if— 

‘‘(I) the claim is filed under this title dur-
ing the period described in subparagraph (B); 
and 

‘‘(II) on or before the day before the date of 
enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 Victim 
Compensation Fund Reauthorization Act, 
the Special Master postmarks and transmits 
a final award determination to the claimant 
filing such claim. 

‘‘(iii) GROUP B CLAIMS.—A claim under this 
title is a claim in Group B if the claim— 
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‘‘(I) is filed under this title during the pe-

riod described in subparagraph (B); and 
‘‘(II) is not a claim described in clause (ii). 
‘‘(iv) DEFINITION OF FINAL AWARD DETER-

MINATION.—For purposes of this subpara-
graph, the term ‘final award determination’ 
means a letter from the Special Master indi-
cating the total amount of compensation to 
which a claimant is entitled for a claim 
under this title without regard to the limita-
tion under the second sentence of section 
406(d)(1), as such section was in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of the 
James Zadroga 9/11 Victim Compensation 
Fund Reauthorization Act.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(B)(ii), by inserting 

‘‘subject to paragraph (7),’’ before ‘‘the 
amount’’; 

(B) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘The Special Master’’ and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Special Master’’; 

and 
(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) GROUP B CLAIMS.—Notwithstanding 

any other provision of this title, in the case 
of a claim in Group B as described in sub-
section (a)(3)(C)(iii), a claimant filing such 
claim shall receive an amount of compensa-
tion under this title for such claim that is 
not greater than the amount determined 
under paragraph (1)(B)(ii) less the amount of 
any collateral source compensation that 
such claimant has received or is entitled to 
receive for such claim as a result of the ter-
rorist-related aircraft crashes of September 
11, 2001.’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(7) LIMITATIONS FOR GROUP B CLAIMS.— 
‘‘(A) NONECONOMIC LOSSES.—With respect 

to a claim in Group B as described in sub-
section (a)(3)(C)(iii), the total amount of 
compensation to which a claimant filing 
such claim is entitled to receive for such 
claim under this title on account of any non-
economic loss— 

‘‘(i) that results from any type of cancer 
shall not exceed $250,000; and 

‘‘(ii) that does not result from any type of 
cancer shall not exceed $90,000. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION OF ECONOMIC LOSS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the limitation 

described in clause (ii) and with respect to a 
claim in Group B as described in subsection 
(a)(3)(C)(iii), the Special Master shall, for 
purposes of calculating the amount of com-
pensation to which a claimant is entitled 
under this title for such claim on account of 
any economic loss, determine the loss of 
earnings or other benefits related to employ-
ment by using the applicable methodology 
described in section 104.43 or 104.45 of title 28, 
Code of Federal Regulations, as such Code 
was in effect on the day before the date of 
enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 Victim 
Compensation Fund Reauthorization Act. 

‘‘(ii) ANNUAL GROSS INCOME LIMITATION.—In 
considering annual gross income under 
clause (i) for the purposes described in such 
clause, the Special Master shall, for each 
year of any loss of earnings or other benefits 
related to employment, limit the annual 
gross income of the claimant (or decedent in 
the case of a personal representative) for 
each such year to an amount that is not 
greater than $200,000. 

‘‘(C) GROSS INCOME DEFINED.—For purposes 
of this paragraph, the term ‘gross income’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
61 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c)(3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) in clause (ii), in the matter preceding 

subclause (I), by striking ‘‘An individual’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Except with respect to claims 
in Group B as described in subsection 
(a)(3)(C)(iii), an individual’’; 

(ii) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘section 
407(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 407(b)(1)’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) GROUP B CLAIMS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclause (II), 

an individual filing a claim in Group B as de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3)(C)(iii) may be eli-
gible for compensation under this title only 
if the Special Master, with assistance from 
the WTC Program Administrator as nec-
essary, determines based on the evidence 
presented that the individual has a WTC-re-
lated physical health condition, as defined 
by section 402 of this Act. 

‘‘(II) PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES.—An in-
dividual filing a claim in Group B, as de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3)(C)(iii), who is a 
personal representative described in para-
graph (2)(C) may be eligible for compensa-
tion under this title only if the Special Mas-
ter, with assistance from the WTC Program 
Administrator as necessary, determines 
based on the evidence presented that the ap-
plicable decedent suffered from a condition 
that was, or would have been determined to 
be, a WTC-related physical health condition, 
as defined by section 402 of this Act.’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (C)(ii)(II), by striking 
‘‘section 407(b)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
407(b)(1)’’. 

(d) PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.— 
Section 406 of the Air Transportation Safety 
and System Stabilization Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 
note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘This 
title’’ and inserting ‘‘For the purpose of pro-
viding compensation for claims in Group A 
as described in section 405(a)(3)(C)(ii), this 
title’’; and 

(2) by amending subsection (d) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(d) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) GROUP A CLAIMS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The total amount of 

Federal funds paid for compensation under 
this title, with respect to claims in Group A 
as described in section 405(a)(3)(C)(ii), shall 
not exceed $2,775,000,000. 

‘‘(B) REMAINDER OF CLAIM AMOUNTS.—In the 
case of a claim in Group A as described in 
section 405(a)(3)(C)(ii) and for which the Spe-
cial Master has ratably reduced the amount 
of compensation for such claim pursuant to 
paragraph (2) of this subsection, as this sub-
section was in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 
Victim Compensation Fund Reauthorization 
Act, the Special Master shall, as soon as 
practicable after the date of enactment of 
such Act, authorize payment of the amount 
of compensation that is equal to the dif-
ference between— 

‘‘(i) the amount of compensation that the 
claimant would have been paid under this 
title for such claim without regard to the 
limitation under the second sentence of 
paragraph (1) of this subsection, as this sub-
section was in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of the James Zadroga 9/11 
Victim Compensation Fund Reauthorization 
Act; and 

‘‘(ii) the amount of compensation the 
claimant was paid under this title for such 
claim prior to the date of enactment of such 
Act. 

‘‘(2) GROUP B CLAIMS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The total amount of 

Federal funds paid for compensation under 
this title, with respect to claims in Group B 
as described in section 405(a)(3)(C)(iii), shall 
not exceed the amount of funds deposited 
into the Victims Compensation Fund under 
section 410. 

‘‘(B) PAYMENT SYSTEM.—The Special Mas-
ter shall establish a system for providing 
compensation for claims in Group B as de-
scribed in section 405(a)(3)(C)(iii) in accord-

ance with this subsection and section 
405(b)(7). 

‘‘(C) DEVELOPMENT OF AGENCY POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES.— 

‘‘(i) DEVELOPMENT.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of enactment of the James 
Zadroga 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund Re-
authorization Act, the Special Master shall 
develop agency policies and procedures that 
meet the requirements under subclauses (II) 
and (III) for providing compensation for 
claims in Group B as described in section 
405(a)(3)(C)(iii), including policies and proce-
dures for presumptive award schedules, ad-
ministrative expenses, and related internal 
memoranda. 

‘‘(II) LIMITATION.—The policies and proce-
dures developed under subclause (I) shall en-
sure that total expenditures, including ad-
ministrative expenses, in providing com-
pensation for claims in Group B, as described 
in section 405(a)(3)(C)(iii), do not exceed the 
amount of funds deposited into the Victims 
Compensation Fund under section 410. 

‘‘(III) PRIORITIZATION.—The policies and 
procedures developed under subclause (I) 
shall prioritize claims for claimants who are 
determined by the Special Master as suf-
fering from the most debilitating physical 
conditions to ensure, for purposes of equity, 
that such claimants are not unduly burdened 
by such policies or procedures. 

‘‘(ii) REASSESSMENT.—Beginning 1 year 
after the date of enactment of the James 
Zadroga 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund Re-
authorization Act, and each year thereafter 
until the Victims Compensation Fund is per-
manently closed under section 410(e), the 
Special Master shall conduct a reassessment 
of the agency policies and procedures devel-
oped under clause (i) to ensure that such 
policies and procedures continue to satisfy 
the requirements under subclauses (II) and 
(III) of such clause. If the Special Master de-
termines, upon reassessment, that such 
agency policies or procedures do not achieve 
the requirements of such subclauses, the 
Special Master shall take additional actions 
or make such modifications as necessary to 
achieve such requirements.’’. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—Section 407(b) of the Air 
Transportation Safety and System Stabiliza-
tion Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Not later than’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(1) JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH AND COM-
PENSATION ACT OF 2010.—Not later than’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 VICTIM COMPENSA-

TION FUND REAUTHORIZATION ACT.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
the James Zadroga 9/11 Victim Compensation 
Fund Reauthorization Act, the Special Mas-
ter shall update the regulations promulgated 
under subsection (a), and updated under 
paragraph (1), to the extent necessary to 
comply with the amendments made by such 
Act.’’. 

(f) VICTIMS COMPENSATION FUND.—Title IV 
of the Air Transportation Safety and System 
Stabilization Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 410. VICTIMS COMPENSATION FUND. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established in 
the Treasury of the United States a fund to 
be known as the ‘Victims Compensation 
Fund’, consisting of amounts deposited into 
such fund under subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) DEPOSITS INTO FUND.—There shall be 
deposited into the Victims Compensation 
Fund each of the following: 

‘‘(1) Effective on the day after the date on 
which all claimants who file a claim in 
Group A, as described in section 
405(a)(3)(C)(ii), have received the full com-
pensation due such claimants under this 
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title for such claim, any amounts remaining 
from the total amount made available under 
section 406 to compensate claims in Group A 
as described in section 405(a)(3)(C)(ii). 

‘‘(2) The amount appropriated under sub-
section (c). 

‘‘(c) APPROPRIATIONS.—There is appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, $4,600,000,000 for 
fiscal year 2017, to remain available until ex-
pended, to provide compensation for claims 
in Group B as described in section 
405(a)(3)(C)(iii). 

‘‘(d) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts de-
posited into the Victims Compensation Fund 
shall be available, without further appropria-
tion, to the Special Master to provide com-
pensation for claims in Group B as described 
in section 405(a)(3)(C)(iii). 

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—Upon completion of all 
payments under this title, the Victims Com-
pensation Fund shall be permanently 
closed.’’. 

(g) 9-11 RESPONSE AND BIOMETRIC ENTRY- 
EXIT FEE.—Title IV of the Air Transpor-
tation Safety and System Stabilization Act 
(49 U.S.C. 40101 note), as amended by sub-
section (f), is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 411. 9-11 RESPONSE AND BIOMETRIC 

ENTRY-EXIT FEE. 
‘‘(a) TEMPORARY L-1 VISA FEE INCREASE.— 

Notwithstanding section 281 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1351) or 
any other provision of law, during the period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this section and ending on September 30, 
2025, the combined filing fee and fraud pre-
vention and detection fee required to be sub-
mitted with an application for admission as 
a nonimmigrant under section 101(a)(15)(L) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(L)), including an applica-
tion for an extension of such status, shall be 
increased by $4,500 for applicants that em-
ploy 50 or more employees in the United 
States if more than 50 percent of the appli-
cant’s employees are nonimmigrants admit-
ted pursuant to subparagraph (H)(i)(b) or (L) 
of section 101(a)(15) of such Act. 

‘‘(b) TEMPORARY H-1B VISA FEE INCREASE.— 
Notwithstanding section 281 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1351) or 
any other provision of law, during the period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this section and ending on September 30, 
2025, the combined filing fee and fraud pre-
vention and detection fee required to be sub-
mitted with an application for admission as 
a nonimmigrant under section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b)), 
including an application for an extension of 
such status, shall be increased by $4,000 for 
applicants that employ 50 or more employees 
in the United States if more than 50 percent 
of the applicant’s employees are such non-
immigrants or described in section 
101(a)(15)(L) of such Act. 

‘‘(c) 9-11 RESPONSE AND BIOMETRIC EXIT AC-
COUNT.— 

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the general fund of the Treasury a sepa-
rate account, which shall be known as the ‘9– 
11 Response and Biometric Exit Account’. 

‘‘(2) DEPOSITS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), of the amounts collected pursuant to the 
fee increases authorized under subsections 
(a) and (b)— 

‘‘(i) 50 percent shall be deposited in the 
general fund of the Treasury; and 

‘‘(ii) 50 percent shall be deposited as offset-
ting receipts into the 9–11 Response and Bio-
metric Exit Account, and shall remain avail-
able until expended. 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION OF DEPOSITS IN AC-
COUNT.—After a total of $1,000,000,000 is de-

posited into the 9–11 Response and Biometric 
Exit Account under subparagraph (A)(ii), all 
amounts collected pursuant to the fee in-
creases authorized under subsections (a) and 
(b) shall be deposited in the general fund of 
the Treasury. 

‘‘(3) USE OF FUNDS.—For fiscal year 2017, 
and each fiscal year thereafter, amounts in 
the 9–11 Response and Biometric Exit Ac-
count shall be available to the Secretary of 
Homeland Security without further appro-
priation for implementing the biometric 
entry and exit data system described in sec-
tion 7208 of the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 (8 U.S.C. 
1365b).’’. 

(h) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Section 1347 of 
the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2011 (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and (2)’’ after ‘‘(d)(1)’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘Costs for payments for compensation for 
claims in Group A, as described in section 
405(a)(3)(C)(ii) of such Act, shall be paid from 
amounts made available under section 406 of 
such Act. Costs for payments for compensa-
tion for claims in Group B, as described in 
section 405(a)(3)(C)(iii) of such Act, shall be 
paid from amounts in the Victims Compensa-
tion Fund established under section 410 of 
such Act.’’. 
SEC. 403. AMENDMENT TO EXEMPT PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 255(g)(1)(B) of the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 905(g)(1)(B)) is 
amended by— 

(1) inserting after the item relating to Re-
tirement Pay and Medical Benefits for Com-
missioned Officers, Public Health Service the 
following: 

‘‘September 11th Victim Compensation 
Fund (15–0340–0–1–754).’’; 

(2) inserting after the item relating to 
United States Secret Service, DC Annuity 
the following: 

‘‘Victims Compensation Fund established 
under section 410 of the Air Transportation 
Safety and System Stabilization Act (49 
U.S.C. 40101 note). 

‘‘United States Victims of State Sponsored 
Terrorism Fund.’’; and 

(3) inserting after the item relating to the 
Voluntary Separation Incentive Fund the 
following: 

‘‘World Trade Center Health Program Fund 
(75–0946–0–1–551).’’. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply to any sequestra-
tion order issued under the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 
U.S.C. 900 et seq.) on or after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 
SEC. 404. COMPENSATION FOR UNITED STATES 

VICTIMS OF STATE SPONSORED TER-
RORISM ACT. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Justice for United States Vic-
tims of State Sponsored Terrorism Act’’. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
VICTIMS OF STATE SPONSORED TERRORISM 
FUND.— 

(1) ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUND.— 
(A) APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF SPECIAL 

MASTER.— 
(i) INITIAL APPOINTMENT.—Not later than 60 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Attorney General shall appoint a 
Special Master. The initial term for the Spe-
cial Master shall be 18 months. 

(ii) ADDITIONAL TERMS.—Thereafter, each 
time there exists funds in excess of 
$100,000,000 in the Fund, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall appoint or reappoint a Special 
Master for such period as is appropriate, not 
to exceed 1 year. In addition, if there exists 
in the Fund funds that are less than 

$100,000,000, the Attorney General may ap-
point or reappoint a Special Master each 
time the Attorney General determines there 
are sufficient funds available in the Fund to 
compensate eligible claimants, for such pe-
riod as is appropriate, not to exceed 1 year. 

(iii) SPECIAL MASTER TO ADMINISTER COM-
PENSATION FROM THE FUND.—The Special 
Master shall administer the compensation 
program described in this section for United 
States persons who are victims of state spon-
sored terrorism. 

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS AND USE OF DE-
PARTMENT OF JUSTICE PERSONNEL.—The Spe-
cial Master may utilize, as necessary, no 
more than 5 full-time equivalent Department 
of Justice personnel to assist in carrying out 
the duties of the Special Master under this 
section. Any costs associated with the use of 
such personnel, and any other administra-
tive costs of carrying out this section, shall 
be paid from the Fund. 

(C) COMPENSATION OF SPECIAL MASTER.— 
The Special Master shall be compensated 
from the Fund at a rate not to exceed the an-
nual rate of basic pay for level IV of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule, as prescribed by section 
5315 of title 5, United States Code. 

(2) PUBLICATION OF REGULATIONS AND PRO-
CEDURES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the initial appointment of 
the Special Master, the Special Master shall 
publish in the Federal Register and on a 
website maintained by the Department of 
Justice a notice specifying the procedures 
necessary for United States persons to apply 
and establish eligibility for payment, includ-
ing procedures by which eligible United 
States persons may apply by and through 
their attorney. Such notice is not subject to 
the requirements of section 553 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

(B) INFORMATION REGARDING OTHER SOURCES 
OF COMPENSATION.—As part of the procedures 
for United States persons to apply and estab-
lish eligibility for payment, the Special Mas-
ter shall require applicants to provide the 
Special Master with information regarding 
compensation from any source other than 
this Fund that the claimant (or, in the case 
of a personal representative, the victim’s 
beneficiaries) has received or is entitled or 
scheduled to receive as a result of the act of 
international terrorism that gave rise to a 
claimant’s final judgment, including infor-
mation identifying the amount, nature, and 
source of such compensation. 

(3) DECISIONS OF THE SPECIAL MASTER.—All 
decisions made by the Special Master with 
regard to compensation from the Fund shall 
be— 

(A) in writing and provided to the Attor-
ney General, each claimant and, if applica-
ble, the attorney for each claimant; and 

(B) final and, except as provided in para-
graph (4), not subject to administrative or 
judicial review. 

(4) REVIEW HEARING.— 
(A) Not later than 30 days after receipt of 

a written decision by the Special Master, a 
claimant whose claim is denied in whole or 
in part by the Special Master may request a 
hearing before the Special Master pursuant 
to procedures established by the Special 
Master. 

(B) Not later than 90 days after any such 
hearing, the Special Master shall issue a 
final written decision affirming or amending 
the original decision. The written decision is 
final and nonreviewable. 

(c) ELIGIBLE CLAIMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of this 

section, a claim is an eligible claim if the 
Special Master determines that— 

(A) the judgment holder, or claimant, is a 
United States person; 
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(B) the claim is described in paragraph (2); 

and 
(C) the requirements of paragraph (3) are 

met. 
(2) CERTAIN CLAIMS.—The claims referred 

to in paragraph (1) are claims for— 
(A) compensatory damages awarded to a 

United States person in a final judgment— 
(i) issued by a United States district court 

under State or Federal law against a state 
sponsor of terrorism; and 

(ii) arising from acts of international ter-
rorism, for which the foreign state was de-
termined not to be immune from the juris-
diction of the courts of the United States 
under section 1605A, or section 1605(a)(7) (as 
such section was in effect on January 27, 
2008), of title 28, United States Code; 

(B) the sum total of $10,000 per day for each 
day that a United States person was taken 
and held hostage from the United States em-
bassy in Tehran, Iran, during the period be-
ginning November 4, 1979, and ending Janu-
ary 20, 1981, if such person is identified as a 
member of the proposed class in case number 
1:00-CV-03110 (EGS) of the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia; or 

(C) damages for the spouses and children of 
the former hostages described in subpara-
graph (B), if such spouse or child is identified 
as a member of the proposed class in case 
number 1:00-CV-03110 (EGS) of the United 
States Court for the District of Columbia, in 
the following amounts: 

(i) For each spouse of a former hostage 
identified as a member of the proposed class 
described in this subparagraph, a $600,000 
lump sum. 

(ii) For each child of a former hostage 
identified as a member of the proposed class 
described in this subparagraph, a $600,000 
lump sum. 

(3) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION SUBMIS-
SION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The deadline for submit-
ting an application for a payment under this 
subsection is as follows: 

(i) Not later than 90 days after the date of 
the publication required under subsection 
(b)(2)(A), with regard to an application based 
on— 

(I) a final judgment described in paragraph 
(2)(A) obtained before that date of publica-
tion; or 

(II) a claim described in paragraph (2)(B) or 
(2)(C). 

(ii) Not later than 90 days after the date of 
obtaining a final judgment, with regard to a 
final judgment obtained on or after the date 
of that publication. 

(B) GOOD CAUSE.—For good cause shown, 
the Special Master may grant a claimant a 
reasonable extension of a deadline under this 
paragraph. 

(d) PAYMENTS.— 
(1) TO WHOM MADE.—The Special Master 

shall order payment from the Fund for each 
eligible claim of a United States person to 
that person or, if that person is deceased, to 
the personal representative of the estate of 
that person. 

(2) TIMING OF INITIAL PAYMENTS.—The Spe-
cial Master shall authorize all initial pay-
ments to satisfy eligible claims under this 
section not later than 1 year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(3) PAYMENTS TO BE MADE PRO RATA.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.— 
(i) PRO RATA BASIS.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B) and subject to the limita-
tions described in clause (ii), the Special 
Master shall carry out paragraph (1), by di-
viding all available funds on a pro rata basis, 
based on the amounts outstanding and un-
paid on eligible claims, until all such 
amounts have been paid in full. 

(ii) LIMITATIONS.—The limitations de-
scribed in this clause are as follows: 

(I) In the event that a United States person 
has an eligible claim that exceeds $20,000,000, 
the Special Master shall treat that claim as 
if it were for $20,000,000 for purposes of this 
section. 

(II) In the event that a United States per-
son and the immediate family members of 
such person, have claims that if aggregated 
would exceed $35,000,000, the Special Master 
shall, for purposes of this section, reduce 
such claims on a pro rata basis such that in 
the aggregate such claims do not exceed 
$35,000,000. 

(III) In the event that a United States per-
son, or the immediate family member of 
such person, has an eligible claim under this 
section and has received an award or an 
award determination under section 405 of the 
Air Transportation Safety and System Sta-
bilization Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note), the 
amount of compensation to which such per-
son, or the immediate family member of 
such person, was determined to be entitled 
under section 405 of the Air Transportation 
Safety and System Stabilization Act (49 
U.S.C. 40101 note) shall be considered con-
trolling for the purposes of this section, not-
withstanding any compensatory damages 
amounts such person, or immediate family 
member of such person, is deemed eligible 
for or entitled to pursuant to a final judg-
ment described in subsection (c)(2)(A). 

(B) MINIMUM PAYMENTS.— 
(i) Any applicant with an eligible claim de-

scribed in subsection (c)(2) who has received, 
or is entitled or scheduled to receive, any 
payment that is equal to, or in excess of, 30 
percent of the total compensatory damages 
owed to such applicant on the applicant’s 
claim from any source other than this Fund 
shall not receive any payment from the Fund 
until such time as all other eligible appli-
cants have received from the Fund an 
amount equal to 30 percent of the compen-
satory damages awarded to those applicants 
pursuant to their final judgments or to 
claims under subsection (c)(2)(B) or (c)(2)(C). 
For purposes of calculating the pro rata 
amounts for these payments, the Special 
Master shall not include the total compen-
satory damages for applicants excluded from 
payment by this subparagraph. 

(ii) To the extent that an applicant with an 
eligible claim has received less than 30 per-
cent of the compensatory damages owed that 
applicant under a final judgment or claim 
described in subsection (c)(2) from any 
source other than this Fund, such applicant 
may apply to the Special Master for the dif-
ference between the percentage of compen-
satory damages the applicant has received 
from other sources and the percentage of 
compensatory damages to be awarded other 
eligible applicants from the Fund. 

(4) ADDITIONAL PAYMENTS.—On January 1 of 
the second calendar year that begins after 
the date of the initial payments described in 
paragraph (1) if funds are available in the 
Fund, the Special Master shall authorize ad-
ditional payments on a pro rata basis to 
those claimants with eligible claims under 
subsection (c)(2) and shall authorize addi-
tional payments for eligible claims annually 
thereafter if funds are available in the Fund. 

(5) SUBROGATION AND RETENTION OF 
RIGHTS.— 

(A) UNITED STATES SUBROGATED TO CRED-
ITOR RIGHTS TO THE EXTENT OF PAYMENT.— 
The United States shall be subrogated to the 
rights of any person who applies for and re-
ceives payments under this section, but only 
to the extent and in the amount of such pay-
ments made under this section. The Presi-
dent shall pursue these subrogated rights as 
claims or offsets of the United States in ap-
propriate ways, including any negotiation 
process that precedes the normalization of 
relations between the foreign state des-

ignated as a state sponsor of terrorism and 
the United States or the lifting of sanctions 
against such foreign state. 

(B) RIGHTS RETAINED.—To the extent 
amounts of damages remain unpaid and out-
standing following any payments made 
under this subsection, each applicant shall 
retain that applicant’s creditor rights in any 
unpaid and outstanding amounts of the judg-
ment, including any prejudgment or post- 
judgment interest, or punitive damages, 
awarded by the United States district court 
pursuant to a judgment. 

(e) UNITED STATES VICTIMS OF STATE SPON-
SORED TERRORISM FUND.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF UNITED STATES VIC-
TIMS OF STATE SPONSORED TERRORISM FUND.— 
There is established in the Treasury a fund, 
to be designated as the United States Vic-
tims of State Sponsored Terrorism Fund. 

(2) DEPOSIT AND TRANSFER.—Beginning on 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
following shall be deposited or transferred 
into the Fund for distribution under this sec-
tion: 

(A) FORFEITED FUNDS AND PROPERTY.— 
(i) CRIMINAL FUNDS AND PROPERTY.—All 

funds, and the net proceeds from the sale of 
property, forfeited or paid to the United 
States after the date of enactment of this 
Act as a criminal penalty or fine arising 
from a violation of any license, order, regu-
lation, or prohibition issued under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) or the Trading with 
the Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App. 1 et seq.), or 
any related criminal conspiracy, scheme, or 
other Federal offense arising from the ac-
tions of, or doing business with or acting on 
behalf of, a state sponsor of terrorism. 

(ii) CIVIL FUNDS AND PROPERTY.—One-half 
of all funds, and one-half of the net proceeds 
from the sale of property, forfeited or paid to 
the United States after the date of enact-
ment of this Act as a civil penalty or fine 
arising from a violation of any license, order, 
regulation, or prohibition issued under the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) or the Trading 
with the Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App. 1 et 
seq.), or any related conspiracy, scheme, or 
other Federal offense arising from the ac-
tions of, or doing business with or acting on 
behalf of, a state sponsor of terrorism. 

(B) TRANSFER INTO FUND OF CERTAIN AS-
SIGNED ASSETS OF IRAN AND ELECTION TO PAR-
TICIPATE IN FUND.— 

(i) DEPOSIT INTO FUND OF ASSIGNED PRO-
CEEDS FROM SALE OF PROPERTIES AND RE-
LATED ASSETS IDENTIFIED IN IN RE 650 FIFTH 
AVENUE & RELATED PROPERTIES.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
clause (II), if the United States receives a 
final judgment forfeiting the properties and 
related assets identified in the proceedings 
captioned as In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Re-
lated Properties, No. 08 Civ. 10934 (S.D.N.Y. 
filed Dec. 17, 2008), the net proceeds (not in-
cluding the litigation expenses and sales 
costs incurred by the United States) result-
ing from the sale of such properties and re-
lated assets by the United States shall be de-
posited into the Fund. 

(II) LIMITATION.—The following proceeds 
resulting from any sale of the properties and 
related assets identified in subclause (I) shall 
not be transferred into the Fund: 

(aa) The percentage of proceeds attrib-
utable to any party identified as a Settling 
Judgment Creditor in the order dated April 
16, 2014, in such proceedings, who does not 
make an election (described in clause (iii)) to 
participate in the Fund. 

(bb) The percentage of proceeds attrib-
utable to the parties identified as the Hegna 
Judgment Creditors in such proceedings, un-
less and until a final judgment is entered de-
nying the claims of such creditors. 
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(ii) DEPOSIT INTO FUND OF ASSIGNED ASSETS 

IDENTIFIED IN PETERSON V. ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
OF IRAN.—If a final judgment is entered in 
Peterson v. Islamic Republic of Iran, No. 10 
Civ. 4518 (S.D.N.Y.), awarding the assets at 
issue in that case to the judgment creditors 
identified in the order dated July 9, 2013, 
those assets shall be deposited into the 
Fund, but only to the extent, and in such 
percentage, that the rights, title, and inter-
est to such assets were assigned through 
elections made pursuant to clause (iii). 

(iii) ELECTION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
FUND.—Upon written notice to the Attorney 
General, the Special Master, and the chief 
judge of the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of New York within 60 
days after the date of the publication re-
quired under subsection (b)(2)(A) a United 
States person, who is a judgment creditor in 
the proceedings captioned Peterson v. Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 4518 
(S.D.N.Y.), or a Settling Judgment Creditor 
as identified in the order dated May 27, 2014, 
in the proceedings captioned In Re 650 Fifth 
Avenue & Related Properties, No. 08 Civ. 
10934 (S.D.N.Y. filed Dec. 17, 2008), shall have 
the right to elect to participate in the Fund 
and, to the extent any such person exercises 
such right, shall irrevocably assign to the 
Fund all rights, title, and interest to such 
person’s claims to the assets at issue in such 
proceedings. To the extent that a United 
States person is both a judgment creditor in 
the proceedings captioned Peterson v. Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 4518 
(S.D.N.Y.) and a Settling Judgment Creditor 
in In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Related Prop-
erties, No. 08 Civ. 10934 (S.D.N.Y. filed Dec. 
17, 2008), any election by such person to par-
ticipate in the Fund pursuant to this para-
graph shall operate as an election to assign 
any and all rights, title, and interest in the 
assets in both actions for the purposes of 
participating in the Fund. The Attorney 
General is authorized to pursue any such as-
signed rights, title, and interest in those 
claims for the benefit of the Fund. 

(iv) APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL PAY-
MENT.—A United States person who is a judg-
ment creditor or a Settling Judgment Cred-
itor in the proceedings identified in clause 
(iii) and who does not elect to participate in 
the Fund may, notwithstanding such failure 
to elect, submit an application for condi-
tional payment from the Fund, subject to 
the following limitations: 

(I) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any such 
claimant’s eligibility for payment and the 
initial deadline for initial payments set 
forth in subsection (d)(2), the Special Master 
shall allocate but withhold payment to an el-
igible claimant who applies for a conditional 
payment under this paragraph until such 
time as an adverse final judgment is entered 
in both of the proceedings identified in 
clause (iii). 

(II) EXCEPTION.— 
(aa) In the event that an adverse final 

judgment is entered in the proceedings cap-
tioned Peterson v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 
No. 10 Civ. 4518 (S.D.N.Y), prior to a final 
judgment being entered in the proceedings 
captioned In Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Related 
Properties, No. 08 Civ. 10934 (S.D.N.Y. filed 
Dec. 17, 2008), the Special Master shall re-
lease a portion of an eligible claimant’s con-
ditional payment to such eligible claimant if 
the Special Master anticipates that such 
claimant will receive less than the amount 
of the conditional payment from any pro-
ceeds from a final judgment that is entered 
in favor of the plaintiffs in In Re 650 Fifth 
Avenue & Related Properties. Such portion 
shall not exceed the difference between the 
amount of the conditional payment and the 
amount the Special Master anticipates such 

claimant will receive from the proceeds of In 
Re 650 Fifth Avenue & Related Properties. 

(bb) In the event that a final judgment is 
entered in favor of the plaintiffs in the pro-
ceedings captioned Peterson v. Islamic Re-
public of Iran, No. 10 Civ. 4518 (S.D.N.Y) and 
funds are distributed, the payments allo-
cated to claimants who applied for a condi-
tional payment under this subparagraph 
shall be considered void, and any funds pre-
viously allocated to such conditional pay-
ments shall be made available and distrib-
uted to all other eligible claimants pursuant 
to subsection (d). 

(3) EXPENDITURES FROM FUND.—Amounts in 
the Fund shall be available, without further 
appropriation, for the payment of eligible 
claims and compensation of the Special Mas-
ter in accordance with this section. 

(4) MANAGEMENT OF FUND.—The Fund shall 
be managed and invested in the same manner 
as a trust fund is managed and invested 
under section 9602 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986. 

(5) FUNDING.—There is appropriated to the 
Fund, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, $1,025,000,000 for fis-
cal year 2017, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

(6) TERMINATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the Fund 

may not be obligated on or after January 2, 
2026. 

(B) CLOSING OF FUND.—Effective on the day 
after all amounts authorized to be paid from 
the Fund under this section that were obli-
gated before January 2, 2026 are expended, 
any unobligated balances in the Fund shall 
be transferred, as appropriate, to either the 
Department of the Treasury Forfeiture Fund 
established under section 9705 of title 31, 
United States Code, or to the Department of 
Justice Assets Forfeiture Fund established 
under section 524(c)(1) of title 28, United 
States Code. 

(f) ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND COSTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—No attorney shall charge, 

receive, or collect, and the Special Master 
shall not approve, any payment of fees and 
costs that in the aggregate exceeds 25 per-
cent of any payment made under this sec-
tion. 

(2) PENALTY.—Any attorney who violates 
paragraph (1) shall be fined under title 18, 
United States Code, imprisoned for not more 
than 1 year, or both. 

(g) AWARD OF COMPENSATION TO INFORM-
ERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any United States person 
who holds a final judgment described in sub-
section (c)(2)(A) or a claim under subsection 
(c)(2)(B) or (c)(2)(C) and who meets the re-
quirements set forth in paragraph (2) is enti-
tled to receive an award of 10 percent of the 
funds deposited in the Fund under subsection 
(e)(2) attributable to information such per-
son furnished to the Attorney General that 
leads to a forfeiture described in subsection 
(e)(2)(A), which is made after the date of en-
actment of this Act pursuant to a proceeding 
resulting in forfeiture that was initiated 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) PERSON DESCRIBED.—A person meets the 
requirements of this paragraph if— 

(A) the person identifies and notifies the 
Attorney General of funds or property— 

(i) of a state sponsor of terrorism, or held 
by a third party on behalf of or subject to 
the control of that state sponsor of ter-
rorism; 

(ii) that were not previously identified or 
known by the United States Government; 
and 

(iii) that are subsequently forfeited di-
rectly or in the form of substitute assets to 
the United States; and 

(B) the Attorney General finds that the 
identification and notification under sub-

paragraph (A) by that person substantially 
contributed to the forfeiture to the United 
States. 

(h) SPECIAL EXCLUSION FROM COMPENSA-
TION.—In no event shall an individual who is 
criminally culpable for an act of inter-
national terrorism receive any compensation 
under this section, either directly or on be-
half of a victim. 

(i) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Within 30 days 
after authorizing the payment of compensa-
tion of eligible claims pursuant to sub-
section (d), the Special Master shall submit 
to the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and the chairman 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate a re-
port on the payment of eligible claims, 
which shall include— 

(1) an explanation of the procedures for fil-
ing and processing of applications for com-
pensation; and 

(2) an analysis of the payments made to 
United States persons from the Fund and the 
amount of outstanding eligible claims, in-
cluding— 

(A) the number of applications for com-
pensation submitted; 

(B) the number of applications approved 
and the amount of each award; 

(C) the number of applications denied and 
the reasons for the denial; 

(D) the number of applications for com-
pensation that are pending for which com-
pensatory damages have not been paid in 
full; and 

(E) the total amount of compensatory 
damages from eligible claims that have been 
paid and that remain unpaid. 

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

(1) ACT OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM.—The 
term ‘‘act of international terrorism’’ in-
cludes— 

(A) an act of torture, extrajudicial killing, 
aircraft sabotage, or hostage taking as those 
terms are defined in section 1605A(h) of title 
28, United States Code; and 

(B) providing material support or re-
sources, as defined in section 2339A of title 
18, United States Code, for an act described 
in subparagraph (A). 

(2) ADVERSE FINAL JUDGMENT.—The term 
‘‘adverse final judgment’’ means a final judg-
ment in favor of the defendant, or defend-
ants, in the proceedings identified in sub-
section (e)(2)(B)(iii), or which does not order 
any payment from, or award any interest in, 
the assets at issue in such proceedings to the 
plaintiffs, judgment creditors, or Settling 
Judgment Creditors in such proceedings. 

(3) COMPENSATORY DAMAGES.—The term 
‘‘compensatory damages’’ does not include 
pre-judgment or post-judgment interest or 
punitive damages. 

(4) FINAL JUDGMENT.—The term ‘‘final 
judgment’’ means an enforceable final judg-
ment, decree or order on liability and dam-
ages entered by a United States district 
court that is not subject to further appellate 
review, but does not include a judgment, de-
cree, or order that has been waived, relin-
quished, satisfied, espoused by the United 
States, or subject to a bilateral claims set-
tlement agreement between the United 
States and a foreign state. In the case of a 
default judgment, such judgment shall not 
be considered a final judgment until such 
time as service of process has been com-
pleted pursuant to section 1608(e) of title 28, 
United States Code. 

(5) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund’’ means the 
United States Victims of State Sponsored 
Terrorism Fund established by this section. 

(6) SOURCE OTHER THAN THIS FUND.—The 
term ‘‘source other than this Fund’’ means 
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all collateral sources, including life insur-
ance, pension funds, death benefit programs, 
payments by Federal, State, or local govern-
ments (including payments from the Sep-
tember 11th Victim Compensation Fund (49 
U.S.C. 40101 note)), and court awarded com-
pensation related to the act of international 
terrorism that gave rise to a claimant’s final 
judgment. The term ‘‘entitled or scheduled 
to receive’’ in subsection (d)(3)(B)(i) includes 
any potential recovery where that person or 
their representative is a party to any civil or 
administrative action pending in any court 
or agency of competent jurisdiction in which 
the party seeks to enforce the judgment giv-
ing rise to the application to the Fund. 

(7) STATE SPONSOR OF TERRORISM.—The 
term ‘‘state sponsor of terrorism’’ means a 
country the government of which the Sec-
retary of State has determined, for purposes 
of section 6(j) of the Export Administration 
Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4605(j)), section 620A of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2371), section 40 of the Arms Export Control 
Act (22 U.S.C. 2780), or any other provision of 
law, is a government that has repeatedly 
provided support for acts of international 
terrorism. 

(8) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means a natural per-
son who has suffered an injury arising from 
the actions of a foreign state for which the 
foreign state has been determined not to be 
immune from the jurisdiction of the courts 
of the United States under section 1605A or 
section 1605(a)(7) (as such section was in ef-
fect on January 27, 2008) of title 28, United 
States Code, or is eligible to make a claim 
under subsection (c)(2)(B) or subsection 
(c)(2)(C). 

(k) SEVERABILITY.—The provisions of this 
section are severable. If any provision of this 
section, or any application thereof, is found 
unconstitutional, that finding shall not af-
fect any provision or application of this sec-
tion not so adjudicated. 
SEC. 405. BUDGETARY PROVISIONS. 

(a) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, including section 982 
of title 18, United States Code, and section 
413 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 
U.S.C. 853), none of the funds paid to the 
United States Government by BNP Paribas 
S.A. as part of, or related to, a plea agree-
ment dated June 27, 2014, entered into be-
tween the Department of Justice and BNP 
Paribas S.A., and subject to a consent order 
entered by the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York on 
May 1, 2015, in United States v. BNPP, No. 14 
Cr. 460 (S.D.N.Y.) to settle charges against 
BNP Paribas S.A. for conspiracy to commit 
an offense against the United States in viola-
tion of section 371 of title 18, United States 
Code, by conspiring to violate the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and the Trading with 
the Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. 4301 et seq.), may 
be used by the United States Government— 

(1) in any manner in furtherance of the 
proposed use of such funds by the Depart-
ment of Justice to compensate individuals as 
announced by the Department of Justice on 
May 1, 2015; or 

(2) in any other manner whatsoever, in-
cluding in furtherance of any program to 
compensate victims of international or state 
sponsored terrorism, except as such funds 
are directed by Congress pursuant to this 
title and the amendments made by this title. 

(b) RESCISSION OF FUNDS FROM BNP SET-
TLEMENT.—Of the amounts in the Depart-
ment of the Treasury Forfeiture Fund estab-
lished under section 9705 of title 31, United 
States Code, $3,800,000,000 from funds paid to 
the United States Government by BNP 
Paribas S.A. as part of, or related to, a plea 

agreement dated June 27, 2014, entered into 
between the Department of Justice and BNP 
Paribas S.A., and subject to a consent order 
entered by the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York on 
May 1, 2015, in United States v. BNPP, No. 14 
Cr. 460 (S.D.N.Y.), shall be deobligated, if 
necessary, and shall be permanently re-
scinded. 

TITLE V—MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 
PROVISIONS 

SEC. 501. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND. 
Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1395iii(b)(1)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$205,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$5,000,000’’. 
SEC. 502. MEDICARE PAYMENT INCENTIVE FOR 

THE TRANSITION FROM TRADI-
TIONAL X-RAY IMAGING TO DIGITAL 
RADIOGRAPHY AND OTHER MEDI-
CARE IMAGING PAYMENT PROVI-
SION. 

(a) PHYSICIAN FEE SCHEDULE.— 
(1) PAYMENT INCENTIVE FOR TRANSITION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1848(b) of the So-

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(b)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(9) SPECIAL RULE TO INCENTIVIZE TRANSI-
TION FROM TRADITIONAL X-RAY IMAGING TO 
DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY.— 

‘‘(A) LIMITATION ON PAYMENT FOR FILM X- 
RAY IMAGING SERVICES.—In the case of an im-
aging service (including the imaging portion 
of a service) that is an X-ray taken using 
film and that is furnished during 2017 or a 
subsequent year, the payment amount for 
the technical component (including the tech-
nical component portion of a global service) 
of such service that would otherwise be de-
termined under this section (without appli-
cation of this paragraph and before applica-
tion of any other adjustment under this sec-
tion) for such year shall be reduced by 20 per-
cent. 

‘‘(B) PHASED-IN LIMITATION ON PAYMENT FOR 
COMPUTED RADIOGRAPHY IMAGING SERVICES.— 
In the case of an imaging service (including 
the imaging portion of a service) that is an 
X-ray taken using computed radiography 
technology— 

‘‘(i) in the case of such a service furnished 
during 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, or 2022, the pay-
ment amount for the technical component 
(including the technical component portion 
of a global service) of such service that 
would otherwise be determined under this 
section (without application of this para-
graph and before application of any other ad-
justment under this section) for such year 
shall be reduced by 7 percent; and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of such a service furnished 
during 2023 or a subsequent year, the pay-
ment amount for the technical component 
(including the technical component portion 
of a global service) of such service that 
would otherwise be determined under this 
section (without application of this para-
graph and before application of any other ad-
justment under this section) for such year 
shall be reduced by 10 percent. 

‘‘(C) COMPUTED RADIOGRAPHY TECHNOLOGY 
DEFINED.—For purposes of this paragraph, 
the term ‘computed radiography technology’ 
means cassette-based imaging which utilizes 
an imaging plate to create the image in-
volved. 

‘‘(D) IMPLEMENTATION.—In order to imple-
ment this paragraph, the Secretary shall 
adopt appropriate mechanisms which may 
include use of modifiers.’’. 

(B) EXEMPTION FROM BUDGET NEUTRALITY.— 
Section 1848(c)(2)(B)(v) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(c)(2)(B)(v)) is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
clause: 

‘‘(X) REDUCED EXPENDITURES ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO INCENTIVES TO TRANSITION TO DIGITAL RA-

DIOGRAPHY.—Effective for fee schedules es-
tablished beginning with 2017, reduced ex-
penditures attributable to subparagraph (A) 
of subsection (b)(9) and effective for fee 
schedules established beginning with 2018, re-
duced expenditures attributable to subpara-
graph (B) of such subsection.’’. 

(2) REDUCTION OF DISCOUNT IN PAYMENT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL COMPONENT OF MULTIPLE IMAG-
ING SERVICES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1848(b) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(b)), as 
amended by paragraph (1), is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(10) REDUCTION OF DISCOUNT IN PAYMENT 
FOR PROFESSIONAL COMPONENT OF MULTIPLE 
IMAGING SERVICES.—In the case of the profes-
sional component of imaging services fur-
nished on or after January 1, 2017, instead of 
the 25 percent reduction for multiple proce-
dures specified in the final rule published by 
the Secretary in the Federal Register on No-
vember 28, 2011, as amended in the final rule 
published by the Secretary in the Federal 
Register on November 16, 2012, the reduction 
percentage shall be 5 percent.’’. 

(B) EXEMPTION FROM BUDGET NEUTRALITY.— 
Section 1848(c)(2)(B)(v) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w 4(c)(2)(B)(v)), as amended 
by paragraph (1), is amended by adding at 
the end by the following new subclause: 

‘‘(XI) DISCOUNT IN PAYMENT FOR PROFES-
SIONAL COMPONENT OF IMAGING SERVICES.—Ef-
fective for fee schedules established begin-
ning with 2017, reduced expenditures attrib-
utable to subsection (b)(10).’’. 

(C) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
220(i) of the Protecting Access to Medicare 
Act of 2014 (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4 note) is re-
pealed. 

(b) PAYMENT INCENTIVE FOR TRANSITION 
UNDER HOSPITAL OUTPATIENT PROSPECTIVE 
PAYMENT SYSTEM.—Section 1833(t)(16) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395(t)(16)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(F) PAYMENT INCENTIVE FOR THE TRANSI-
TION FROM TRADITIONAL X-RAY IMAGING TO 
DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY.—Notwithstanding the 
previous provisions of this subsection: 

‘‘(i) LIMITATION ON PAYMENT FOR FILM X- 
RAY IMAGING SERVICES.—In the case of an im-
aging service that is an X-ray taken using 
film and that is furnished during 2017 or a 
subsequent year, the payment amount for 
such service (including the X-ray component 
of a packaged service) that would otherwise 
be determined under this section (without 
application of this paragraph and before ap-
plication of any other adjustment under this 
subsection) for such year shall be reduced by 
20 percent. 

‘‘(ii) PHASED-IN LIMITATION ON PAYMENT FOR 
COMPUTED RADIOGRAPHY IMAGING SERVICES.— 
In the case of an imaging service that is an 
X-ray taken using computed radiography 
technology (as defined in section 
1848(b)(9)(C))— 

‘‘(I) in the case of such a service furnished 
during 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, or 2022, the pay-
ment amount for such service (including the 
X-ray component of a packaged service) that 
would otherwise be determined under this 
section (without application of this para-
graph and before application of any other ad-
justment under this subsection) for such 
year shall be reduced by 7 percent; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of such a service furnished 
during 2023 or a subsequent year, the pay-
ment amount for such service (including the 
X-ray component of a packaged service) that 
would otherwise be determined under this 
section (without application of this para-
graph and before application of any other ad-
justment under this subsection) for such 
year shall be reduced by 10 percent. 
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‘‘(iii) APPLICATION WITHOUT REGARD TO 

BUDGET NEUTRALITY.—The reductions made 
under this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) shall not be considered an adjustment 
under paragraph (2)(E); and 

‘‘(II) shall not be implemented in a budget 
neutral manner. 

‘‘(iv) IMPLEMENTATION.—In order to imple-
ment this subparagraph, the Secretary shall 
adopt appropriate mechanisms which may 
include use of modifiers.’’. 
SEC. 503. LIMITING FEDERAL MEDICAID REIM-

BURSEMENT TO STATES FOR DURA-
BLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT (DME) TO 
MEDICARE PAYMENT RATES. 

(a) MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1903(i) of the So-

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(i)) is 
amended— 

(A) in paragraph (25), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; 

(B) in paragraph (26), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (26) the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(27) with respect to any amounts ex-
pended by the State on the basis of a fee 
schedule for items described in section 
1861(n) and furnished on or after January 1, 
2019, as determined in the aggregate with re-
spect to each class of such items as defined 
by the Secretary, in excess of the aggregate 
amount, if any, that would be paid for such 
items within such class on a fee-for-service 
basis under the program under part B of title 
XVIII, including, as applicable, under a com-
petitive acquisition program under section 
1847 in an area of the State.’’. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the 
amendments made by paragraph (1) shall be 
construed to prohibit a State Medicaid pro-
gram from providing medical assistance for 
durable medical equipment for which pay-
ment is denied or not available under the 
Medicare program under title XVIII of such 
Act. 

(b) EVALUATING APPLICATION OF DME PAY-
MENT LIMITS UNDER MEDICAID.—The Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall 
evaluate the impact of applying Medicare 
payment rates with respect to payment for 
durable medical equipment under the Med-
icaid program under section 1903(i)(27) of the 
Social Security Act, as inserted by sub-
section (a)(1)(C). The Secretary shall make 
available to the public the results of such 
evaluation. 
SEC. 504. TREATMENT OF DISPOSABLE DEVICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1834 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(s) PAYMENT FOR APPLICABLE DISPOSABLE 
DEVICES.— 

‘‘(1) SEPARATE PAYMENT.—The Secretary 
shall make a payment (separate from the 
payments otherwise made under section 1895) 
in the amount established under paragraph 
(3) to a home health agency for an applicable 
disposable device (as defined in paragraph 
(2)) when furnished on or after January 1, 
2017, to an individual who receives home 
health services for which payment is made 
under section 1895(b). 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE DISPOSABLE DEVICE.—In 
this subsection, the term applicable dispos-
able device means a disposable device that, 
as determined by the Secretary, is— 

‘‘(A) a disposable negative pressure wound 
therapy device that is an integrated system 
comprised of a non-manual vacuum pump, a 
receptacle for collecting exudate, and 
dressings for the purposes of wound therapy; 
and 

‘‘(B) a substitute for, and used in lieu of, a 
negative pressure wound therapy durable 
medical equipment item that is an inte-
grated system of a negative pressure vacuum 

pump, a separate exudate collection can-
ister, and dressings that would otherwise be 
covered for individuals for such wound ther-
apy. 

‘‘(3) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—The separate pay-
ment amount established under this para-
graph for an applicable disposable device for 
a year shall be equal to the amount of the 
payment that would be made under section 
1833(t) (relating to payment for covered OPD 
services) for the year for the Level I 
Healthcare Common Procedure Coding Sys-
tem (HCPCS) code for which the description 
for a professional service includes the fur-
nishing of such device.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) COINSURANCE.—Section 1833(a)(1) of the 

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395l(a)(1)) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘and (Z)’’ and inserting 
‘‘(Z)’’; and 

(B) by inserting before the semicolon at 
the end the following: ‘‘, and (AA) with re-
spect to an applicable disposable device (as 
defined in paragraph (2) of section 1834(s)) 
furnished to an individual pursuant to para-
graph (1) of such section, the amount paid 
shall be equal to 80 percent of the lesser of 
the actual charge or the amount determined 
under paragraph (3) of such section’’. 

(2) HOME HEALTH.—Section 1861(m)(5) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(m)(5)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘and applicable dispos-
able devices (as defined in section 1834(s)(2))’’ 
after ‘‘durable medical equipment’’. 

(c) REPORTS.— 
(1) GAO STUDY AND REPORT ON DISPOSABLE 

DEVICES.— 
(A) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 

the United States shall conduct a study on 
the value of disposable devices to the Medi-
care program and Medicare beneficiaries and 
the role of disposable devices as substitutes 
for durable medical equipment. Such study 
shall address the following: 

(i) The types of disposable devices that 
could potentially qualify as being sub-
stitutes for durable medical equipment 
under the Medicare program, the similarities 
and differences between such disposable de-
vices and the durable medical equipment for 
which they would be a substitute, and the ex-
tent to which other payers, including the 
Medicaid program and private payers, cover 
such disposable devices. 

(ii) Views of, and information from, med-
ical device manufacturers, providers of serv-
ices, and suppliers on the incentives and dis-
incentives under current Medicare coverage 
and payment policies for disposable devices 
that are substitutes for durable medical 
equipment and how such policies affect man-
ufacturers’ decisions to develop innovative 
products and providers’ and suppliers’ deci-
sions to use such products. 

(iii) Implications of expanding coverage 
under the Medicare program to include addi-
tional disposable devices that are substitutes 
for durable medical equipment. 

(iv) Payment methodologies that could be 
used to pay for disposable devices that are 
substitutes for durable medical equipment 
other than applicable disposable devices pur-
suant to the amendments made by sub-
sections (a) and (b). 

(v) Other applicable areas determined ap-
propriate by the Comptroller General. 

(B) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to Congress and the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services a report on 
the study conducted under subparagraph (A), 
together with recommendations for such leg-
islation and administrative action as the 
Comptroller General determines to be appro-
priate. 

(2) GAO STUDY AND REPORT ON THE IMPACT 
OF THE PAYMENT OF APPLICABLE DISPOSABLE 
DEVICES.— 

(A) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States shall conduct a study on 
the impact of the payment for applicable dis-
posable devices (as defined in section 
1834(s)(2) of the Social Security Act) under 
the provisions of, and the amendments made 
by, subsections (a) and (b). Such study shall 
address the following: 

(i) The impact on utilization and Medicare 
program and beneficiary spending as a result 
of such provisions and amendments. 

(ii) The type of Medicare beneficiaries who, 
under the home health benefit, use the appli-
cable disposable device and the period of use 
of the applicable disposable devices com-
pared to the beneficiaries who use the sub-
stitute durable medical equipment and their 
period of use. 

(iii) How payment rates of other payers, in-
cluding the Medicaid program and private 
payers, for applicable disposable devices 
compare to the payment rates for such de-
vices under such provisions and amend-
ments. 

(iv) Other applicable areas determined ap-
propriate by the Comptroller General. 

(B) REPORT.—Not later than 4 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to Congress and the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services a report on 
the study conducted under subparagraph (A), 
together with recommendations for such leg-
islation and administrative action as the 
Comptroller General determines to be appro-
priate. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to items 
furnished on or after January 1, 2017. 

TITLE VI—PUERTO RICO 
SEC. 601. MODIFICATION OF MEDICARE INPA-

TIENT HOSPITAL PAYMENT RATE 
FOR PUERTO RICO HOSPITALS. 

Section 1886(d)(9)(E) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(9)(E)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause 
(iii); 

(2) in clause (iv)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘and before January 1, 

2016,’’ after ‘‘2004,’’; and 
(B) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following new 

clause: 
‘‘(v) on or after January 1, 2016, the appli-

cable Puerto Rico percentage is 0 percent 
and the applicable Federal percentage is 100 
percent.’’. 
SEC. 602. APPLICATION OF MEDICARE HITECH 

PAYMENTS TO HOSPITALS IN PUER-
TO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (n)(6)(B) of 
section 1886 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395ww) is amended by striking ‘‘sub-
section (d) hospital’’ and inserting ‘‘hospital 
that is a subsection (d) hospital or a sub-
section (d) Puerto Rico hospital’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Subsection (b)(3)(B)(ix) of section 1886 of 

the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww) is 
amended— 

(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘(n)(6)(A)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(n)(6)(B)’’; and 

(B) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘a sub-
section (d) hospital’’ and inserting ‘‘an eligi-
ble hospital’’. 

(2) Paragraphs (2) and (4)(A) of section 
1853(m) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395w–23(m)) are each amended by striking 
‘‘1886(n)(6)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘1886(n)(6)(B)’’. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services may implement 
the amendments made by this section by 
program instruction or otherwise. 
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(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply as if in-
cluded in the enactment of the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–5), except that, in order to take into 
account delays in the implementation of this 
section, in applying subsections (b)(3)(B)(ix), 
(n)(2)(E)(ii), and (n)(2)(G)(i) of section 1886 of 
the Social Security Act, as amended by this 
section, any reference in such subsections to 
a particular year shall be treated with re-
spect to a subsection (d) Puerto Rico hos-
pital as a reference to the year that is 5 
years after such particular year (or 7 years 
after such particular year in the case of ap-
plying subsection (b)(3)(B)(ix) of such sec-
tion). 

TITLE VII—FINANCIAL SERVICES 
SEC. 701. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this title is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 701. Table of contents. 
Sec. 702. Limitations on sale of preferred 

stock. 
Sec. 703. Confidentiality of information 

shared between State and Fed-
eral financial services regu-
lators. 

Sec. 704. Application of FACA. 
Sec. 705. Treatment of affiliate transactions. 
Sec. 706. Ensuring the protection of insur-

ance policyholders. 
Sec. 707. Limitation on SEC funds. 
Sec. 708. Elimination of reporting require-

ment. 
Sec. 709. Extension of Hardest Hit Fund; 

Termination of Making Home 
Affordable initiative. 

SEC. 702. LIMITATIONS ON SALE OF PREFERRED 
STOCK. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of the Treasury. 
(2) SENIOR PREFERRED STOCK PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘Senior Preferred 
Stock Purchase Agreement’’ means— 

(A) the Amended and Restated Senior Pre-
ferred Stock Purchase Agreement, dated 
September 26, 2008, as such Agreement has 
been amended on May 6, 2009, December 24, 
2009, and August 17, 2012, respectively, and as 
such Agreement may be further amended and 
restated, entered into between the Depart-
ment of the Treasury and each enterprise, as 
applicable; and 

(B) any provision of any certificate in con-
nection with such Agreement creating or 
designating the terms, powers, preferences, 
privileges, limitations, or any other condi-
tions of the Variable Liquidation Preference 
Senior Preferred Stock of an enterprise 
issued or sold pursuant to such Agreement. 

(b) LIMITATIONS ON SALE OF PREFERRED 
STOCK.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law or any provision of the Senior 
Preferred Stock Purchase Agreement, until 
at least January 1, 2018, the Secretary may 
not sell, transfer, relinquish, liquidate, di-
vest, or otherwise dispose of any outstanding 
shares of senior preferred stock acquired pur-
suant to the Senior Preferred Stock Pur-
chase Agreement, unless Congress has passed 
and the President has signed into law legis-
lation that includes a specific instruction to 
the Secretary regarding the sale, transfer, 
relinquishment, liquidation, divestiture, or 
other disposition of the senior preferred 
stock so acquired. 

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the Sense of 
Congress that Congress should pass and the 
President should sign into law legislation de-
termining the future of Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, and that notwithstanding the 
expiration of subsection (b), the Secretary 
should not sell, transfer, relinquish, liq-
uidate, divest, or otherwise dispose of any 
outstanding shares of senior preferred stock 

acquired pursuant to the Senior Preferred 
Stock Purchase Agreement until such legis-
lation is enacted. 
SEC. 703. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION 

SHARED BETWEEN STATE AND FED-
ERAL FINANCIAL SERVICES REGU-
LATORS. 

Section 1512(a) of the S.A.F.E. Mortgage 
Licensing Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C. 5111(a)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or financial services’’ 
before ‘‘industry’’. 
SEC. 704. APPLICATION OF FACA. 

Section 1013 of the Consumer Financial 
Protection Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 5493) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(h) APPLICATION OF FACA.—Notwith-
standing any provision of the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.), such Act 
shall apply to each advisory committee of 
the Bureau and each subcommittee of such 
an advisory committee.’’. 
SEC. 705. TREATMENT OF AFFILIATE TRANS-

ACTIONS. 
(a) COMMODITY EXCHANGE ACT AMEND-

MENTS.—Section 2(h)(7)(D) of the Commodity 
Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 2(h)(7)(D)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(v); 

(2) by striking clauses (i) and (ii) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An affiliate of a person 
that qualifies for an exception under sub-
paragraph (A) (including affiliate entities 
predominantly engaged in providing financ-
ing for the purchase of the merchandise or 
manufactured goods of the person) may qual-
ify for the exception only if the affiliate— 

‘‘(I) enters into the swap to hedge or miti-
gate the commercial risk of the person or 
other affiliate of the person that is not a fi-
nancial entity, and the commercial risk that 
the affiliate is hedging or mitigating has 
been transferred to the affiliate; 

‘‘(II) is directly and wholly-owned by an-
other affiliate qualified for the exception 
under this subparagraph or an entity that is 
not a financial entity; 

‘‘(III) is not indirectly majority-owned by a 
financial entity; 

‘‘(IV) is not ultimately owned by a parent 
company that is a financial entity; and 

‘‘(V) does not provide any services, finan-
cial or otherwise, to any affiliate that is a 
nonbank financial company supervised by 
the Board of Governors (as defined under sec-
tion 102 of the Financial Stability Act of 
2010). 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION ON QUALIFYING AFFILI-
ATES.—The exception in clause (i) shall not 
apply if the affiliate is— 

‘‘(I) a swap dealer; 
‘‘(II) a security-based swap dealer; 
‘‘(III) a major swap participant; 
‘‘(IV) a major security-based swap partici-

pant; 
‘‘(V) a commodity pool; 
‘‘(VI) a bank holding company; 
‘‘(VII) a private fund, as defined in section 

202(a) of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 
(15 U.S.C. 80–b–2(a)); 

‘‘(VIII) an employee benefit plan or govern-
ment plan, as defined in paragraphs (3) and 
(32) of section 3 of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1002); 

‘‘(IX) an insured depository institution; 
‘‘(X) a farm credit system institution; 
‘‘(XI) a credit union; 
‘‘(XII) a nonbank financial company super-

vised by the Board of Governors (as defined 
under section 102 of the Financial Stability 
Act of 2010); or 

‘‘(XIII) an entity engaged in the business of 
insurance and subject to capital require-
ments established by an insurance govern-
mental authority of a State, a territory of 
the United States, the District of Columbia, 

a country other than the United States, or a 
political subdivision of a country other than 
the United States that is engaged in the su-
pervision of insurance companies under in-
surance law. 

‘‘(iii) LIMITATION ON AFFILIATES’ AFFILI-
ATES.—Unless the Commission determines, 
by order, rule, or regulation, that it is in the 
public interest, the exception in clause (i) 
shall not apply with respect to an affiliate if 
the affiliate is itself affiliated with— 

‘‘(I) a major security-based swap partici-
pant; 

‘‘(II) a security-based swap dealer; 
‘‘(III) a major swap participant; or 
‘‘(IV) a swap dealer. 
‘‘(iv) CONDITIONS ON TRANSACTIONS.—With 

respect to an affiliate that qualifies for the 
exception in clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) the affiliate may not enter into any 
swap other than for the purpose of hedging 
or mitigating commercial risk; and 

‘‘(II) neither the affiliate nor any person 
affiliated with the affiliate that is not a fi-
nancial entity may enter into a swap with or 
on behalf of any affiliate that is a financial 
entity or otherwise assume, net, combine, or 
consolidate the risk of swaps entered into by 
any such financial entity, except one that is 
an affiliate that qualifies for the exception 
under clause (i).’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(vi) RISK MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.—Any 

swap entered into by an affiliate that quali-
fies for the exception in clause (i) shall be 
subject to a centralized risk management 
program of the affiliate, which is reasonably 
designed both to monitor and manage the 
risks associated with the swap and to iden-
tify each of the affiliates on whose behalf a 
swap was entered into.’’. 

(b) SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934 
AMENDMENT.—Section 3C(g)(4) of the Securi-
ties Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78c– 
3(g)(4)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 
subparagraph (E); 

(2) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An affiliate of a person 
that qualifies for an exception under this 
subsection (including affiliate entities pre-
dominantly engaged in providing financing 
for the purchase of the merchandise or man-
ufactured goods of the person) may qualify 
for the exception only if the affiliate— 

‘‘(i) enters into the security-based swap to 
hedge or mitigate the commercial risk of the 
person or other affiliate of the person that is 
not a financial entity, and the commercial 
risk that the affiliate is hedging or miti-
gating has been transferred to the affiliate; 

‘‘(ii) is directly and wholly-owned by an-
other affiliate qualified for the exception 
under this paragraph or an entity that is not 
a financial entity; 

‘‘(iii) is not indirectly majority-owned by a 
financial entity; 

‘‘(iv) is not ultimately owned by a parent 
company that is a financial entity; and 

‘‘(v) does not provide any services, finan-
cial or otherwise, to any affiliate that is a 
nonbank financial company supervised by 
the Board of Governors (as defined under sec-
tion 102 of the Financial Stability Act of 
2010). 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION ON QUALIFYING AFFILI-
ATES.—The exception in subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply if the affiliate is— 

‘‘(i) a swap dealer; 
‘‘(ii) a security-based swap dealer; 
‘‘(iii) a major swap participant; 
‘‘(iv) a major security-based swap partici-

pant; 
‘‘(v) a commodity pool; 
‘‘(vi) a bank holding company; 
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‘‘(vii) a private fund, as defined in section 

202(a) of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 
(15 U.S.C. 80–b–2(a)); 

‘‘(viii) an employee benefit plan or govern-
ment plan, as defined in paragraphs (3) and 
(32) of section 3 of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1002); 

‘‘(ix) an insured depository institution; 
‘‘(x) a farm credit system institution; 
‘‘(xi) a credit union; 
‘‘(xii) a nonbank financial company super-

vised by the Board of Governors (as defined 
under section 102 of the Financial Stability 
Act of 2010); or 

‘‘(xiii) an entity engaged in the business of 
insurance and subject to capital require-
ments established by an insurance govern-
mental authority of a State, a territory of 
the United States, the District of Columbia, 
a country other than the United States, or a 
political subdivision of a country other than 
the United States that is engaged in the su-
pervision of insurance companies under in-
surance law. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION ON AFFILIATES’ AFFILI-
ATES.—Unless the Commission determines, 
by order, rule, or regulation, that it is in the 
public interest, the exception in subpara-
graph (A) shall not apply with respect to an 
affiliate if such affiliate is itself affiliated 
with— 

‘‘(i) a major security-based swap partici-
pant; 

‘‘(ii) a security-based swap dealer; 
‘‘(iii) a major swap participant; or 
‘‘(iv) a swap dealer. 
‘‘(D) CONDITIONS ON TRANSACTIONS.—With 

respect to an affiliate that qualifies for the 
exception in subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) such affiliate may not enter into any 
security-based swap other than for the pur-
pose of hedging or mitigating commercial 
risk; and 

‘‘(ii) neither such affiliate nor any person 
affiliated with such affiliate that is not a fi-
nancial entity may enter into a security- 
based swap with or on behalf of any affiliate 
that is a financial entity or otherwise as-
sume, net, combine, or consolidate the risk 
of security-based swaps entered into by any 
such financial entity, except one that is an 
affiliate that qualifies for the exception 
under subparagraph (A).’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(F) RISK MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.—Any se-

curity-based swap entered into by an affil-
iate that qualifies for the exception in sub-
paragraph (A) shall be subject to a central-
ized risk management program of the affil-
iate, which is reasonably designed both to 
monitor and manage the risks associated 
with the security-based swap and to identify 
each of the affiliates on whose behalf a secu-
rity-based swap was entered into.’’. 
SEC. 706. ENSURING THE PROTECTION OF INSUR-

ANCE POLICYHOLDERS. 
(a) SOURCE OF STRENGTH.—Section 38A of 

the Federal Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 
1831o–1) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (c), (d), 
and (e) as subsections (d), (e), and (f), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) AUTHORITY OF STATE INSURANCE REGU-
LATOR.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of section 
5(g) of the Bank Holding Company Act of 
1956 (12 U.S.C. 1844(g)) shall apply to a sav-
ings and loan holding company that is an in-
surance company, an affiliate of an insured 
depository institution that is an insurance 
company, and to any other company that is 
an insurance company and that directly or 
indirectly controls an insured depository in-
stitution, to the same extent as the provi-
sions of that section apply to a bank holding 
company that is an insurance company. 

‘‘(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Requiring a 
bank holding company that is an insurance 
company, a savings and loan holding com-
pany that is an insurance company, an affil-
iate of an insured depository institution that 
is an insurance company, or any other com-
pany that is an insurance company and that 
directly or indirectly controls an insured de-
pository institution to serve as a source of 
financial strength under this section shall be 
deemed an action of the Board that requires 
a bank holding company to provide funds or 
other assets to a subsidiary depository insti-
tution for purposes of section 5(g) of the 
Bank Holding Company Act of 1956 (12 U.S.C. 
1844(g)).’’. 

(b) LIQUIDATION AUTHORITY.—The Dodd- 
Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act (12 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) is 
amended— 

(1) in section 203(e)(3) (12 U.S.C. 5383(e)(3)), 
by inserting ‘‘or rehabilitation’’ after ‘‘or-
derly liquidation’’ each place that term ap-
pears; and 

(2) in section 204(d)(4) (12 U.S.C. 5384(d)(4)), 
by inserting before the semicolon at the end 
the following: ‘‘, except that, if the covered 
financial company or covered subsidiary is 
an insurance company or a subsidiary of an 
insurance company, the Corporation— 

‘‘(A) shall promptly notify the State insur-
ance authority for the insurance company of 
the intention to take such lien; and 

‘‘(B) may only take such lien— 
‘‘(i) to secure repayment of funds made 

available to such covered financial company 
or covered subsidiary; and 

‘‘(ii) if the Corporation determines, after 
consultation with the State insurance au-
thority, that such lien will not unduly im-
pede or delay the liquidation or rehabilita-
tion of the insurance company, or the recov-
ery by its policyholders’’. 
SEC. 707. LIMITATION ON SEC FUNDS. 

None of the funds made available by any 
division of this Act shall be used by the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission to final-
ize, issue, or implement any rule, regulation, 
or order regarding the disclosure of political 
contributions, contributions to tax exempt 
organizations, or dues paid to trade associa-
tions. 
SEC. 708. ELIMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIRE-

MENT. 
Paragraph (6) of section 21(h) of the Securi-

ties Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78u(h)) is 
repealed. 
SEC. 709. EXTENSION OF HARDEST HIT FUND; 

TERMINATION OF MAKING HOME AF-
FORDABLE INITIATIVE. 

(a) EXTENSION OF HARDEST HIT FUND.—Sec-
tion 120(b) of the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilization Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C. 5230(b)) is 
amended by inserting after the period at the 
end the following: ‘‘Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, the Secretary may further extend 
the authority provided under this Act to ex-
pire on December 31, 2017, provided that (1) 
any such extension shall apply only with re-
spect to current program participants in the 
Housing Finance Agency Innovation Fund 
for the Hardest Hit Housing Markets, and (2) 
funds obligated following such extension 
shall not exceed $2,000,000,000.’’. 

(b) TERMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Making Home Afford-

able initiative of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, as authorized under the Emergency Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C. 
5201 et seq.), shall terminate on December 31, 
2016. 

(2) APPLICABILITY.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to any loan modification application 
made under the Home Affordable Modifica-
tion Program under the Making Home Af-
fordable initiative of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as authorized under the Emer-

gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (12 
U.S.C. 5201 et seq.), before December 31, 2016. 

TITLE VIII—LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION FUND 

SEC. 801. LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 
FUND. 

(a) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 200302 of 
title 54, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), in the language pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2018’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘September 
30, 2018’’. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON USE OF CONDEMNATION 
OR EMINENT DOMAIN.—Except as provided by 
subsection (c), for fiscal years 2016, 2017, and 
2018, unless otherwise provided by division G 
of this Act or an Act enacted after this Act 
making appropriations for the Department 
of the Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies, no funds appropriated by such divi-
sion or Act for the acquisition of lands or in-
terests in lands may be expended for the fil-
ing of declarations of taking or complaints 
in condemnation without the approval of the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

(c) EXCEPTION FOR EVERGLADES.—Here-
after, subsection (b) shall not apply to funds 
appropriated to implement the Everglades 
National Park Protection and Expansion Act 
of 1989, or to funds appropriated for Federal 
assistance to the State of Florida to acquire 
lands for Everglades restoration purposes. 

TITLE IX—NATIONAL OCEANS AND 
COASTAL SECURITY 

SEC. 901. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Oceans and Coastal Security Act’’. 
SEC. 902. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) COASTAL COUNTY.—The term ‘‘coastal 

county’’ has the meaning given the term by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration in the document entitled 
‘‘NOAA’s List of Coastal Counties for the Bu-
reau of the Census’’ (or similar successor 
document). 

(2) COASTAL STATE.—The term ‘‘coastal 
State’’ has the meaning given the term 
‘‘coastal state’’ in section 304 of the Coastal 
Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 
1453). 

(3) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’ 
means the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation established by section 2(a) of the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation Estab-
lishment Act (16 U.S.C. 3701(a)). 

(4) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund’’ means the Na-
tional Oceans and Coastal Security Fund es-
tablished under section 904(a). 

(5) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 
means any federally recognized Indian tribe. 

(6) ADMINISTRATOR.—Except as otherwise 
specifically provided, the term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere and Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration. 

(7) TIDAL SHORELINE.—The term ‘‘tidal 
shoreline’’ has the meaning given that term 
pursuant to section 923.110(c)(2)(i) of title 15, 
Code of Federal Regulations, or a similar 
successor regulation. 
SEC. 903. PURPOSES AND AGREEMENTS. 

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this title 
are to better understand and utilize the 
oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes of the 
United States, and ensure present and future 
generations will benefit from the full range 
of ecological, economic, social, and rec-
reational opportunities, security, and serv-
ices these resources are capable of providing. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00281 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9658 December 17, 2015 
(b) AGREEMENTS.—The Administrator and 

the Foundation may enter into such agree-
ments as may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this title. 
SEC. 904. NATIONAL OCEANS AND COASTAL SE-

CURITY FUND. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator 

and the Foundation are authorized to estab-
lish the National Oceans and Coastal Secu-
rity Fund as a tax exempt fund to further 
the purposes of this title. 

(b) DEPOSITS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There shall be deposited 

into the Fund amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available to carry out this title. 

(2) PROHIBITIONS ON DONATIONS FROM FOR-
EIGN GOVERNMENTS.—No amounts donated by 
a foreign government, as defined in section 
7342 of title 5, United States Code, may be 
deposited into the Fund. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—Any amounts received 
by the Foundation pursuant to this title 
shall be subject to the provisions of the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation Estab-
lishment Act (16 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.), except 
the provisions of— 

(1) section 4(e)(1)(B) of that Act (16 U.S.C. 
3703(e)(1)(B)); and 

(2) section 10(a) of that Act (16 U.S.C. 
3709(a)). 

(d) EXPENDITURE.—Of the amounts depos-
ited into the Fund for each fiscal year— 

(1) funds may be used by the Foundation to 
award grants to coastal States under section 
906(b); 

(2) funds may be used by the Foundation to 
award grants under section 906(c); 

(3) no more than 2 percent may be used by 
the Administrator and the Foundation for 
administrative expenses to carry out this 
title, which amount shall be divided between 
the Administrator and the Foundation pur-
suant to an agreement reached and docu-
mented by both the Administrator and the 
Foundation. 

(e) RECOVERY OF PAYMENTS.—After notice 
and an opportunity for a hearing, the Admin-
istrator is authorized to recover any Federal 
payments under this section if the Founda-
tion— 

(1) makes a withdrawal or expenditure 
from the Fund that is not consistent with 
the requirements of section 905; or 

(2) fails to comply with a procedure, meas-
ure, method, or standard established under 
section 906(a)(1). 
SEC. 905. ELIGIBLE USES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the Fund 
may be allocated by the Foundation to sup-
port programs and activities intended to bet-
ter understand and utilize ocean and coastal 
resources and coastal infrastructure, includ-
ing baseline scientific research, ocean ob-
serving, and other programs and activities 
carried out in coordination with Federal and 
State departments or agencies. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR LITI-
GATION OR OTHER PURPOSES.—No funds made 
available under this title may be used to— 

(1) fund litigation against the Federal Gov-
ernment; or 

(2) fund the creation of national marine 
monuments and marine protected areas, ma-
rine spatial planning, or the National Ocean 
Policy. 
SEC. 906. GRANTS. 

(a) ADMINISTRATION OF GRANTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after funds are deposited into the Fund and 
made available to the Foundation for admin-
istrative purposes, the Foundation shall es-
tablish the following: 

(A) Application and review procedures for 
the awarding of grants under this section, in-
cluding requirements ensuring that any 
amounts awarded under such subsections 
may only be used for an eligible use de-
scribed under section 905. 

(B) Selection procedures and criteria for 
the awarding of grants under this section 
that— 

(i) require consultation with the Adminis-
trator and the Secretary of the Interior; and 

(ii) prioritize the projects or activities 
where non-Federal partners have committed 
to share the cost of the project. 

(C) Eligibility criteria for awarding 
grants— 

(i) under subsection (b) to coastal States; 
and 

(ii) under subsection (c) to— 
(I) entities including States, local govern-

ments, and Indian tribes; and 
(II) the research and restoration work of 

associations, nongovernmental organiza-
tions, public-private partnerships, and aca-
demic institutions. 

(D) Performance accountability and moni-
toring measures for programs and activities 
funded by a grant awarded under subsection 
(b) or (c). 

(E) Procedures and methods to ensure ac-
curate accounting and appropriate adminis-
tration of grants awarded under this section, 
including standards of recordkeeping. 

(F) Procedures to carry out audits of the 
Fund as necessary, but not less frequently 
than once every year if grants have been 
awarded in that year. 

(G) Procedures to carry out audits of the 
recipients of grants under this section. 

(H) Procedures to make publicly available 
on the Internet a list of all projects funded 
by the Fund, that includes at a minimum the 
grant recipient, grant amount, project de-
scription, and project status. 

(2) APPROVAL.—The Foundation shall sub-
mit to the Administrator for approval each 
procedure, measure, method, and standard 
established under paragraph (1). 

(b) GRANTS TO COASTAL STATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator and 

the Foundation may award grants according 
to the procedures established in subsection 
(a) to coastal States and United States terri-
tories to support activities consistent with 
section 904. In determining distribution of 
grants, the Foundation may— 

(A) consider for each State— 
(i) percent of total United States shoreline 

miles; 
(ii) coastal population density; and 
(iii) other factors; 
(B) establish criteria for States, including 

the requirement for a State to establish a 
plan to distribute the funds; and 

(C) establish a maximum and minimum 
percentage of funding to be awarded to each 
State or United States territory. 

(2) INDIAN TRIBES.—As a condition on re-
ceipt of a grant under this subsection, a 
State that receives a grant under this sub-
section shall ensure that Indian tribes in the 
State are eligible to participate in any com-
petitive grants established in this title. 

(c) NATIONAL GRANTS FOR OCEANS, COASTS, 
AND GREAT LAKES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator and 
the Foundation may award grants according 
to the procedures established in subsection 
(a) to support activities consistent with sec-
tion 905. 

(2) ADVISORY PANEL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation may es-

tablish an advisory panel to conduct reviews 
of applications for grants under paragraph 
(1) and the Foundation may consider the rec-
ommendations of the advisory panel with re-
spect to such applications. 

(B) MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory panel de-
scribed under subparagraph (A) shall include 
persons representing— 

(i) ocean and coastal dependent industries; 
(ii) geographic regions as defined by the 

Foundation; and 
(iii) academic institutions. 

SEC. 907. ANNUAL REPORT. 
(a) REQUIREMENT FOR ANNUAL REPORT.— 

Subject to subsection (c), beginning with fis-
cal year 2017, not later than 60 days after the 
end of each fiscal year, the Foundation shall 
submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives a report on the 
operation of the Fund during that fiscal 
year. 

(b) CONTENT.—Each annual report sub-
mitted under subsection (a) for a fiscal year 
shall include— 

(1) a full and complete statement of the re-
ceipts, including the source of all receipts, 
expenditures, and investments of the Fund; 

(2) a statement of the amounts deposited in 
the Fund and the balance remaining in the 
Fund at the end of the fiscal year; and 

(3) a description of the expenditures made 
from the Fund for the fiscal year, including 
the purpose of the expenditures. 
SEC. 908. FUNDING. 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as are necessary for fiscal years 
2017, 2018, and 2019 for this title. 

TITLE X—BUDGETARY PROVISIONS 
SEC. 1001. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of division M and each suc-
ceeding division shall not be entered on ei-
ther PAYGO scorecard maintained pursuant 
to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay-As-You- 
Go Act of 2010. 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of division M and each suc-
ceeding division hall not be entered on any 
PAYGO scorecard maintained for purposes of 
section 201 of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Con-
gress). 

(c) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.—Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budg-
et Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the 
joint explanatory statement of the com-
mittee of conference accompanying Con-
ference Report 105-217 and section 250(c)(8) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, the budgetary effects of 
division M and each succeeding division shall 
not be estimated— 

(1) for purposes of section 251 of the such 
Act; and 

(2) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of sec-
tion 3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act 
of 2010 as being included in an appropriation 
Act. 
SEC. 1002. AUTHORITY TO MAKE ADJUSTMENT IN 

FY 2016 ALLOCATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—After the date of enact-

ment of this Act, the chair of the Committee 
on the Budget of the House of Representa-
tives may revise appropriate allocations, ag-
gregates, and levels established by Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 11 (114th Congress) to 
achieve consistency with the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2015. 

(b) EXERCISE OF RULEMAKING POWERS.—The 
House adopts the provisions of this section— 

(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the House of Representatives and as such 
they shall be considered as part of the rules 
of the House of Representatives, and these 
rules shall supersede other rules only to the 
extent that they are inconsistent with other 
such rules; and 

(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of the House of Representatives 
to change those rules at any time, in the 
same manner, and to the same extent as in 
the case of any other rule of the House of 
Representatives. 
SEC. 1003. ESTIMATES. 

Section 251(a)(7)(B) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 
U.S.C. 901(a)(7)(B)) is amended in the first 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00282 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9659 December 17, 2015 
sentence by striking ‘‘the CBO estimate of 
that legislation, an OMB estimate of the 
amount of discretionary new budget author-
ity and outlays’’ and inserting ‘‘both the 
CBO and OMB estimates of the amount of 
discretionary new budget authority’’. 

TITLE XI—IRAQ LOAN AUTHORITY 
SEC. 1101. IRAQ LOAN AUTHORITY. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—During fiscal year 2016, di-
rect loans under section 23 of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act may be made available for 
Iraq, gross obligations for the principal 
amounts of which shall not exceed 
$2,700,000,000: Provided, That funds appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Foreign Military 
Financing Program’’ in title VIII of the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2016 
that are designated by the Congress for Over-
seas Contingency Operations/Global War on 
Terrorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, may be made available 
for the costs, as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, of direct 
loans, except that such funds may not be de-
rived from amounts specifically designated 
by such Acts for countries other than Iraq: 
Provided further, That such costs, including 
the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, and may include the 
costs of selling, reducing, or cancelling any 
amounts owed to the United States or any 
agency of the United States by Iraq: Provided 
further, That the Government of the United 
States may charge fees for such loans, which 
shall be collected from borrowers in accord-
ance with section 502(7) of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That no 
funds made available to Iraq by the Depart-
ment of State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs Appropriations Act, 2016 or 
previous appropriations Acts may be used for 
payment of any fees associated with such 
loans: Provided further, That applicable pro-
visions of section 3 of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act relating to restrictions on transfers, 
re-transfers and end-use shall apply to de-
fense articles and services purchased with 
such loans: Provided further, That, in con-
sultation with the Government of Iraq, spe-
cial emphasis shall be placed on assistance 
to covered groups (as defined in section 
1223(e)(2)(D) of Public Law 114–92) with the 
loans made available pursuant to this para-
graph: Provided further, That such loans shall 
be repaid in not more than 12 years, includ-
ing a grace period of up to 1 year on repay-
ment of principal. 

(b) CONSULTATION AND NOTIFICATION.— 
Funds made available pursuant to this sec-
tion shall be subject to prior consultation 
with the appropriate congressional commit-
tees, and subject to the regular notification 
procedures of the Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

(c) COMMITTEES.—For the purposes of this 
section, the terms ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’ and ‘‘Committees on Ap-
propriations’’ have the same meaning as 
used in the Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2016. 

(d) BUDGETARY EFFECTS.—Section 1001 of 
title X of this division shall not apply to this 
section. 

DIVISION P—TAX-RELATED PROVISIONS 
SEC. 1. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this division is as 
follows: 
Sec. 1. Table of contents. 
TITLE I—HIGH COST EMPLOYER-SPON-

SORED HEALTH COVERAGE EXCISE 
TAX PROVISIONS 

Sec. 101. Delay of excise tax on high cost 
employer-sponsored health cov-
erage. 

Sec. 102. Deductibility of excise tax on high 
cost employer-sponsored health 
coverage. 

Sec. 103. Study on suitable benchmarks for 
age and gender adjustment of 
excise tax on high cost em-
ployer-sponsored health cov-
erage. 

TITLE II—ANNUAL FEE ON HEALTH 
INSURANCE PROVIDERS 

Sec. 201. Moratorium on annual fee on 
health insurance providers. 

TITLE III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 301. Extension and phaseout of credits 
for wind facilities. 

Sec. 302. Extension of election to treat 
qualified facilities as energy 
property. 

Sec. 303. Extension and phaseout of solar en-
ergy credit. 

Sec. 304. Extension and phaseout of credits 
with respect to qualified solar 
electric property and qualified 
solar water heating property. 

Sec. 305. Treatment of transportation costs 
of independent refiners. 

TITLE I—HIGH COST EMPLOYER-SPON-
SORED HEALTH COVERAGE EXCISE TAX 
PROVISIONS 

SEC. 101. DELAY OF EXCISE TAX ON HIGH COST 
EMPLOYER-SPONSORED HEALTH 
COVERAGE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Sections 9001(c) and 
10901(c) of the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act, as amended by section 1401(b) 
of the Health Care and Education Reconcili-
ation Act of 2010, are each amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2019’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Clause (v) of 
section 4980I(b)(3)(C) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘as in effect’’ and inserting 
‘‘as determined for’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘as so in effect’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘as so determined’’. 

SEC. 102. DEDUCTIBILITY OF EXCISE TAX ON 
HIGH COST EMPLOYER-SPONSORED 
HEALTH COVERAGE. 

Paragraph (10) of section 4980I(f) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(10) DEDUCTIBILITY OF TAX.—Section 
275(a)(6) shall not apply to the tax imposed 
by subsection (a).’’. 

SEC. 103. STUDY ON SUITABLE BENCHMARKS 
FOR AGE AND GENDER ADJUST-
MENT OF EXCISE TAX ON HIGH COST 
EMPLOYER-SPONSORED HEALTH 
COVERAGE. 

Not later than 18 months after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller 
General of the United States, in consultation 
with the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners, shall report to the Com-
mittee on Finance of the Senate and the 
Committee on Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives on— 

(1) the suitability of the use (in effect 
under section 4980I(b)(3)(C)(iii)(II) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 as of the date of 
the enactment of this Act) of the premium 
cost of the Blue Cross/Blue Shield standard 
benefit option under the Federal Employees 
Health Benefits Plan as a benchmark for the 
age and gender adjustment of the applicable 
dollar limit with respect to the excise tax on 
high cost employer-sponsored health cov-
erage under section 4980I of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986; and 

(2) recommendations regarding any more 
suitable benchmarks for such age and gender 
adjustment. 

TITLE II—ANNUAL FEE ON HEALTH 
INSURANCE PROVIDERS 

SEC. 201. MORATORIUM ON ANNUAL FEE ON 
HEALTH INSURANCE PROVIDERS. 

Subsection (j) of section 9010 of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(j) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply to calendar years— 

‘‘(1) beginning after December 31, 2013, and 
ending before January 1, 2017, and 

‘‘(2) beginning after December 31, 2017.’’. 
TITLE III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

SEC. 301. EXTENSION AND PHASEOUT OF CRED-
ITS FOR WIND FACILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—Paragraph (1) of section 

45(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2020’’. 

(2) PHASEOUT.—Subsection (b) of section 45 
of such Code is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) PHASEOUT OF CREDIT FOR WIND FACILI-
TIES.—In the case of any facility using wind 
to produce electricity, the amount of the 
credit determined under subsection (a) (de-
termined after the application of paragraphs 
(1), (2), and (3) and without regard to this 
paragraph) shall be reduced by— 

‘‘(A) in the case of any facility the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2016, and before January 1, 2018, 20 percent, 

‘‘(B) in the case of any facility the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2017, and before January 1, 2019, 40 percent, 
and 

‘‘(C) in the case of any facility the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2018, and before January 1, 2020, 60 percent.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2015. 
SEC. 302. EXTENSION OF ELECTION TO TREAT 

QUALIFIED FACILITIES AS ENERGY 
PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section 
48(a)(5)(C) is amended by inserting ‘‘(January 
1, 2020, in the case of any facility which is de-
scribed in paragraph (1) of section 45(d))’’ be-
fore ‘‘, and’’. 

(b) PHASEOUT FOR WIND FACILITIES.—Para-
graph (5) of section 48(a) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(E) PHASEOUT OF CREDIT FOR WIND FACILI-
TIES.—In the case of any facility using wind 
to produce electricity, the amount of the 
credit determined under this section (deter-
mined after the application of paragraphs (1) 
and (2) and without regard to this subpara-
graph) shall be reduced by— 

‘‘(i) in the case of any facility the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2016, and before January 1, 2018, 20 percent, 

‘‘(ii) in the case of any facility the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2017, and before January 1, 2019, 40 percent, 
and 

‘‘(iii) in the case of any facility the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2018, and before January 1, 2020, 60 percent.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2015. 
SEC. 303. EXTENSION AND PHASEOUT OF SOLAR 

ENERGY CREDIT. 
(a) EXTENSION.—Subclause (II) of section 

48(a)(2)(A)(i) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended by striking ‘‘periods ending 
before January 1, 2017’’ and inserting ‘‘prop-
erty the construction of which begins before 
January 1, 2022’’. 

(b) PHASEOUT FOR SOLAR ENERGY PROP-
ERTY.—Subsection (a) of section 48 of such 
Code is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00283 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.017 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9660 December 17, 2015 
‘‘(6) PHASEOUT FOR SOLAR ENERGY PROP-

ERTY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), in the case of any energy property de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(A)(i) the construc-
tion of which begins before January 1, 2022, 
the energy percentage determined under 
paragraph (2) shall be equal to— 

‘‘(i) in the case of any property the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2019, and before January 1, 2021, 26 percent, 
and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of any property the con-
struction of which begins after December 31, 
2020, and before January 1, 2022, 22 percent. 

‘‘(B) PLACED IN SERVICE DEADLINE.—In the 
case of any property energy property de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(A)(i) the construc-
tion of which begins before January 1, 2022, 
and which is not placed in service before 
January 1, 2024, the energy percentage deter-
mined under paragraph (2) shall be equal to 
10 percent.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subpara-
graph (A) of section 48(a)(2) of such Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘The energy percent-
age’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided in 
paragraph (6), the energy percentage’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 304. EXTENSION AND PHASEOUT OF CRED-

ITS WITH RESPECT TO QUALIFIED 
SOLAR ELECTRIC PROPERTY AND 
QUALIFIED SOLAR WATER HEATING 
PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 25D of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended— 

(1) in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection 
(a), by striking ‘‘30 percent’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘the applicable percent-
age’’, 

(2) in subsection (g), by inserting ‘‘(Decem-
ber 31, 2021, in the case of any qualified solar 
electric property expenditures and qualified 
solar water heating property expenditures)’’ 
before the period at the end, 

(3) by redesignating subsection (g), as 
amended by paragraph (2), as subsection (h), 
and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(g) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection 
(a), the applicable percentage shall be— 

‘‘(1) in the case of property placed in serv-
ice after December 31, 2016, and before Janu-
ary 1, 2020, 30 percent, 

‘‘(2) in the case of property placed in serv-
ice after December 31, 2019, and before Janu-
ary 1, 2021, 26 percent, and 

‘‘(3) in the case of property placed in serv-
ice after December 31, 2020, and before Janu-
ary 1, 2022, 22 percent.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2017. 
SEC. 305. TREATMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

COSTS OF INDEPENDENT REFINERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section 

199(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) TRANSPORTATION COSTS OF INDE-
PENDENT REFINERS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any tax-
payer who is in the trade or business of refin-
ing crude oil and who is not a major inte-
grated oil company (as defined in section 
167(h)(5)(B), determined without regard to 
clause (iii) thereof) for the taxable year, in 
computing oil related qualified production 
activities income under subsection (d)(9)(B), 
the amount allocated to domestic production 
gross receipts under paragraph (1)(B) for 
costs related to the transportation of oil 
shall be 25 percent of the amount properly 
allocable under such paragraph (determined 
without regard to this subparagraph). 

‘‘(ii) TERMINATION.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply to any taxable year beginning after 
December 31, 2021.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2015. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 566, the por-
tion of the divided question comprising 
the amendment specified in section 3(a) 
of House Resolution 566 shall now be 
considered. 

This portion shall be debatable for 1 
hour equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. 

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
ROGERS) and the gentlewoman from 
New York (Mrs. LOWEY) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to present 
amendment No. 1 to the Senate amend-
ment to H.R. 2029, the fiscal year 2016 
consolidated Appropriations Act, legis-
lation that will fund the Federal Gov-
ernment for the rest of this fiscal year. 

This funding measure provides $1.149 
trillion for critical government pro-
grams and services. This is the level 
agreed to in the Bipartisan Budget Act 
of 2015, which was enacted last month. 

This funding meets the $548 billion 
defense and $518 billion nondefense base 
budget caps. The omnibus contains 
full-year appropriations legislation for 
each of the 12 annual appropriations 
bills, weighing priorities and funding 
levels carefully to prevent waste and 
promote an effective Federal Govern-
ment. 

The bill targets funding toward our 
national security, protecting against 
cuts that would damage our military 
readiness, and securing our homeland 
by strengthening our borders and 
prioritizing law enforcement. 

The legislation also focuses funding 
on our veterans, providing nearly a 10 
percent increase for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, while addressing VA’s 
problems with construction mis-
management and disability claims 
backlogs. 

It shores up other critical priorities, 
such as the National Institutes of 
Health and the Centers for Disease 
Control, agricultural research, and in-
frastructure. 

The legislation also includes many 
policy items that will help rein in bu-
reaucratic overreach, protecting the 
rights of Americans, and encouraging 
economic growth. 

The legislation blocks administra-
tion proposals to impose new fees on 
ranchers, air passengers, and the oil 
and gas industries. 

The legislation protects free speech 
by ensuring that the IRS does not sup-
press the civic participation of 501(c)(4) 
organizations. 

The bill also preserves the sanctity of 
life by carrying all existing pro-life 

policy and funding provisions from pre-
vious appropriations bills. It adds new 
provisions prohibiting genetic editing 
of human embryos and reduces UNFPA 
funding by 7 percent. 

To prevent wasteful or questionable 
spending, the bill halts improper be-
havior at Federal agencies, like mak-
ing sure the IRS doesn’t spend any 
money on frivolous videos or con-
ferences. Within the Labor-Health and 
Human Services portion of the omnibus 
alone, the legislation eliminates 17 du-
plicative and unnecessary programs— 
zero on 17. 

The bill provides no new funding for 
expanded EPA regulatory programs, in-
stead holding EPA to its lowest fund-
ing level since 2008. 

Finally, this bill includes a number 
of legislative provisions: the James 
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation 
Act, the Visa Waiver Program Im-
provement and Terrorist Travel Pre-
vention Act, and the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act, among others. 

Importantly, it includes legislation 
to lift the 40-year ban on crude oil ex-
ports, a huge win for our economy and 
job creation. 

The package reflects a hard-fought, 
fair compromise, and I believe my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle 
should support it. 

The road to this final bill has not 
been without its bumps and obstacles, 
but I am proud we have finally come to 
a solution. It has been a long, hard od-
yssey. Although one big catchall bill 
like this omnibus is not the ideal way 
to conduct business in this House, the 
legislation will do the important work 
of funding our Federal Government and 
preventing a shutdown. 

Let me add that it would be enor-
mously helpful if, in the other body, 
they would change their procedures 
and rules so that, on an appropriations 
bill funding the basic level of govern-
ment, the Senate would act in an expe-
ditious way to allow these bills to 
come up over there without the 60-vote 
requirement. 

Before I close, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank my entire committee and, in 
particular, the hardworking staff for 
their tireless efforts on this legislation. 
Most of them, Mr. Speaker, have not 
had a day off since before Thanks-
giving. They have sacrificed their fam-
ily time, their holiday dinners, count-
less hours of no sleep in order to bring 
this bill to the floor. Their hard work 
has resulted in a good bill, and I am 
proud to support it today. 

I also want to thank my counterpart, 
the ranking member of this committee, 
Mrs. LOWEY, for her commitment to 
getting this done. She has been fair. 
She has been conscientious, a good 
partner throughout this process, and I 
look forward to continuing to work to-
gether in this vein this coming year. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
moment to commemorate one of our 
dear staff, Chuck Turner, and his dec-
ades of service to the Appropriations 
Committee and to this House. Chuck, 
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sadly, passed away on December 8, but 
he leaves his final mark on this insti-
tution in the form of the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations bill that is a 
part of this bill. His presence will be 
deeply missed in the Halls of this Cap-
itol and in our rows of friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to put-
ting to bed our fiscal 2016 appropria-
tions work and turning toward next 
year, which, with any luck, will come 
in on time and under regular order. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to support this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1330 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

First, I also wish to join my chair-
man in mourning the loss of one of our 
majority committee staffers, Chuck 
Turner, who died earlier this month. 
Chuck’s passing is a true loss for our 
committee. 

In the final hours of session for this 
year, we may finally be concluding this 
year’s appropriations process. It hasn’t 
been an easy year, but I do want to 
thank Chairman ROGERS, my partner 
in this effort, and the staff for their 
hard work to put together spending 
bills following the 2-years budget 
agreement. 

I am disappointed, however, that the 
majority attached a repeal of the oil 
export ban to this omnibus spending 
bill. Such a major policy change should 
not be added at the last minute on a 
must-pass bill to keep government 
open. 

It is especially disappointing that we 
could lift the oil export ban in this bill 
and, yet, we don’t address the urgent 
bankruptcy crisis facing Puerto Rico. 
It remains a priority to me and my 
Democratic colleagues, and we must 
continue all efforts to reach an agree-
ment as soon as possible. 

I am pleased that this bill drops more 
than 150 extraneous policy provisions, 
many of which would have caused a 
White House veto. Gone are dozens of 
attacks on women’s health, labor pro-
tections, consumer financial protec-
tion, the Clean Air Act, and the Clean 
Water Act. 

I was, however, disappointed that we 
were unable to reverse a 19-year-old 
prohibition on Federal funding for the 
research of gun violence. It should have 
been removed from the Labor-HHS ap-
propriations bill years ago. 

The budget agreement enacted in No-
vember provided additional funding, al-
lowing us to make critical invest-
ments, reflecting Democratic values. 
Major increases have been made to the 
National Institutes of Health, Head 
Start, energy research, infrastructure 
investments through the Army Corps 
of Engineers, COPS hiring, nutrition 
funding, and many more important pri-
orities. We were also able to prevent 
steep cuts to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, another agency fre-
quently targeted by some in the House 
majority. 

Also of great importance, the omni-
bus package carries the 9/11 Victim 
Compensation Fund to ensure we care 
for those who responded bravely on 
that tragic day and are now sick as a 
result. I appreciate the bipartisan ef-
forts of all those involved to make sure 
this legislation was included. 

In addition, on the State and Foreign 
Operations division of this bill, while 
there are many provisions that I do 
support, I am frustrated by the puni-
tive cut of $2.5 million to UNFPA and 
the continued attack on women’s 
health. 

I am pleased that this bill sustains 
our commitment to embassy and diplo-
matic security and continues the un-
wavering support and robust funding 
for our close allies and partners, Israel 
and Jordan. 

We also reaffirm our commitment to 
basic education and investments in 
global health, including PEPFAR, the 
Global Fund, the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunization, nutrition, 
maternal and child health, as well as 
programs to combat tuberculosis, ma-
laria, and pandemic threats. 

In closing, I would have to call this 
package a mixed bag. While it fails to 
address several key priorities and 
wrongly includes a giveaway to the oil 
industry, it advances important invest-
ments that make our communities 
safer, improves access for early child-
hood education and child care, in-
creases funding for K–12 education and 
Pell grants, and invests in job creation 
by supporting biomedical research and 
small businesses. Our country will be 
stronger as a result of these invest-
ments. I support this compromise legis-
lation. 

I also, in closing, want to thank the 
staff. The staff has worked day and 
night to put this bill together, includ-
ing David Pomerantz, Lesley Turner, 
and the entire minority appropriations 
staff; Will Smith and Jim Kulikowski 
on the majority staff; and Dick Meltzer 
on the leader’s staff. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN), the chairman of our Defense 
Subcommittee. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I thank the 
chairman for the time and for his lead-
ership and support, and that of Ms. 
PELOSI, for our men and women in uni-
form, wherever they serve. 

Mr. Speaker, in the wake of Paris 
and San Bernardino, the American peo-
ple are deeply concerned about their 
security. They wonder how and where 
the next attack will occur, and they 
are turning to us to protect them. 

In an increasingly dangerous world, 
the Defense and Intelligence portions 
of this act provide funding for our 
Armed Forces and our intelligence 
community to confront the multiple 
threats we face across the world, what 
some have described as the long war 
against extremism. 

This measure includes a global war 
on terrorism title, overseas contin-
gency operations, to ensure that our 
military is agile, lethal, and ready to 
address these threats, that they have 
the strength and capability to defeat 
the rise of many Islamic terrorist 
groups worldwide and deter potential 
aggressors, like Russia, China, North 
Korea, and Iran. 

Mr. Speaker, we share the concern of 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Ma-
rines about the erosion of overall readi-
ness in the force. To begin this rein-
vestment, this bill provides $167 billion 
to fully fund programs to prepare our 
forces for combat and other missions. 
Within this funding, an additional $609 
million over the President’s budget 
will help the services, particularly the 
Guard and Reserve. 

In summary, Mr. Speaker, this pack-
age provides for our troops and looks 
after their families and those who have 
been wounded in service to our Nation. 
I would also add that this package of-
fers the Department of Defense, our in-
telligence community, and our defense 
industrial base the stability and pre-
dictability they need and have sought. 

Mr. Speaker, colleagues, it is the 
first responsibility of the Congress 
under the Constitution to provide for a 
strong ‘‘common defense.’’ In a world 
rife with crises and challenges, we do 
not know where the next catastrophe 
or hot spot will erupt and how or when 
our Armed Forces will be asked to re-
spond, but we do know that America 
must continue to lead. This bill enables 
that leadership. This bill deserves our 
bipartisan support. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) for a unanimous consent 
request. 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in opposition to this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to the Om-
nibus spending agreement, which contains 
harmful riders designed to undermine the Af-
fordable Care Act and jeopardize the privacy 
of the American people. 

As a supporter of health reform, I am deeply 
disturbed by the continuation of a provision 
that devastates the Administration’s ability to 
mitigate volatility in the insurance markets 
through the risk corridor program. 

The risk corridor program is one of three 
measures designed to balance risk pools as 
more Americans become eligible for health 
coverage. Far from ‘‘insurance industry bail-
outs’’ these are carefully designed, temporary 
measures that are critical to making health re-
form work. 

In fact, they are modeled after programs 
that Republicans created to support the Medi-
care Part D prescription drug benefit in 2003. 
My colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
enthusiastically supported these programs 
then, and continue to do so to this day. 

But in a cynical effort to sabotage the insur-
ance markets and undermine the Affordable 
Care Act, my colleagues have inserted a dev-
astating rider that will continue to block the 
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Administration from shifting discretionary funds 
into the ACA risk corridor program. Without 
these funds, the program will continue to be 
badly underfunded, resulting in dramatic insta-
bility and potential spikes in premiums around 
the country. 

Furthermore, this bill also guts an important 
revenue-generating measure through a delay 
in the Affordable Care Act’s health insurance 
premium tax. 

Under the guise of providing tax relief, Re-
publicans are deliberately eliminating a key 
source of revenue that is essential to the im-
plementation of the law. 

Despite what we may hear, this isn’t being 
done for benevolent reasons or out of concern 
for consumers. The reality is that it is yet an-
other effort to weaken the Affordable Care Act 
and make sure that the insurance companies 
don’t have to pay their fair share. 

This is a pattern with this Congress, which 
at every turn undermine and sabotage the 
law—simply to score political points. 

By deliberately creating a spike in premiums 
and cutting off critical sources of revenue such 
as the premium tax, they can then point the 
finger at the ACA when the law is under-
funded and consumers have to pay more for 
their insurance. 

This is a calculated and cynical example of 
legislative sabotage. 

Furthermore, this bill includes a troubling 
rider that threatens the privacy of the Amer-
ican people. 

Also slipped into the Omnibus is the Cyber-
security Act of 2015—a so-called compromise 
bill that gives liability protection to companies 
in order to incentivize them to share informa-
tion about cybersecurity threats with the gov-
ernment. 

However, the legislation undermines Ameri-
can’s right to privacy, provides companies with 
protection from law suits even when they are 
grossly negligent and includes an overly broad 
Freedom of Information Act exemption that is 
unnecessary and promotes potentially harmful 
secrecy. 

With our citizens spending more and more 
time online and storing ever increasing 
amounts of personal data in the cloud, we 
should not continue to expand the govern-
ment’s reach into our private lives. 

We know the right path. Earlier this year, I 
had the opportunity to vote for H.R. 1731, the 
National Cybersecurity Protection Advance-
ment Act. While it isn’t a perfect bill, I believe 
it would enhance the security of our networks 
while providing protections for American’s pri-
vacy. 

Instead, House leadership has subverted 
reasoned, public debate in favor of backroom 
deals. They’ve snuck their legislation into a 
must-pass spending bill. This is not how major 
cybersecurity legislation should be considered. 
It is a disservice to our responsibility to the 
American people. 

Because of these harmful riders I cannot 
support this bill. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR), the ranking member of 
the Subcommittee on Energy and 
Water Development, and Related Agen-
cies. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this week 
marks progress in the return to regular 
order. Although 4 months late and fol-
lowing the resignation of former 

Speaker John Boehner, a victim of Re-
publican gridlock, this critical funding 
legislation deserves passage to avoid 
another shutdown of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

This Congress must be disciplined 
and constructive, and I thank Chair-
man HAL ROGERS of Kentucky and 
Ranking Member NITA LOWEY of New 
York for leading our committee in that 
direction. 

I want to thank our subcommittee 
chair, MIKE SIMPSON, as well as staff 
leads Donna Shahbaz and Taunja 
Berquam for absolutely stellar work. 

Our appropriations accounts con-
stitute but a third of overall Federal 
spending, about 30 percent. The appro-
priations accounts have been shaved 
away for nearly 30 years now, down 
from 50 percent of cost for running our 
Nation’s most vital functions in prior 
decades. This has meant cuts to every-
thing from defense of our Nation at 
home and abroad all the way to fund-
ing for critical lifesaving programs like 
clean water modernization. 

Just ask the people in Flint, Michi-
gan, how it feels to have a water emer-
gency because the children and the 
adults are having to drink water with 
lead. We can’t continue to shortchange 
our appropriations accounts. 

Other committees beyond our own 
must act to grow our economy while 
balancing our Nation’s accounts: the 
Committee on the Budget, the tax com-
mittee, and the authorizing commit-
tees. 

Quite frankly, Congress ought to re-
quire the executive branch to balance 
U.S. trade accounts, which have 
ballooned to $9 trillion in the negative 
over the past quarter-century, creating 
such a drag on economic growth. 

Still, vast energy imports continue 
to represent the single largest compo-
nent of our trade deficit, and this bill 
promotes an energy and water bill that 
tries to move our Nation forward de-
spite all of this. As 1 of 12 measures in 
the omnibus, our Energy and Water 
section provides a strong pathway for 
American energy independence as well 
as upgrades to vital port and water as-
sets essential to life in America. 

A $535 million increased investment 
at the Corps of Engineers will keep our 
ports open for business and continue to 
clean our waterways. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mrs. LOWEY. I yield an additional 1 
minute to the gentlewoman. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, there is 
$1.275 billion for the Bureau of Rec-
lamation for western drought response, 
WaterSMART programs, and river res-
toration. 

The increased funding for science is 
equally important, up to $5.3 billion, 
which will support American innova-
tion, critical for manufacturing com-
petitiveness, and job creation. 

The $2 billion in the bill for energy 
efficiency and renewable energy sets us 
on a path toward greater energy inde-
pendence. 

Let me end with this. When our foes 
decide to flood our global market with 
excess crude oil and push prices below 
$2 a gallon, they try to snuff out emer-
gency energy sectors like natural gas. 

Our bill attempts to move America 
and the world in a different direction. 
We don’t want any more recessions 
caused by those who control the spigot 
raising gas prices over $4 a gallon. 

Though this bill is not perfect, it re-
flects a compromise. I urge my col-
leagues to vote positively and support 
this measure to move America forward 
again. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. GRANGER), 
the very distinguished chairman of the 
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of this omnibus Appro-
priations bill. My top priority is to en-
sure we provide for our national secu-
rity. This omnibus does precisely that. 

This is one of the most dangerous 
times in our history. We must ensure 
that the United States remains not 
only the greatest country in the world, 
but also the strongest. 

The U.S. and our allies face threats 
from countries such as Iran, Russia, 
China, and North Korea. Additionally, 
radical Islamic terrorists, such as ISIS, 
continue to threaten everything we 
stand for. 

As chair of the Subcommittee on 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related 
Programs and vice chair of the Sub-
committee on Defense Appropriations, 
I am very proud of what this bill does 
to ensure resources are available to 
counter these threats. 

I have worked hard to ensure that 
our military has the tools it needs. We 
fund the equipment required to con-
front our enemies head on, and we take 
care of our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
marines, and their loved ones. Not only 
does this bill provide funds needed for 
training and readiness, it also funds 
critical family services. 

Assistance is provided for our allies, 
including Israel, Jordan, Egypt, and 
Ukraine, who are our vital partners in 
this fight. 

To address security issues closer to 
home, we prioritize funds for counter-
narcotics and law enforcement assist-
ance in Mexico, Colombia, the Carib-
bean, and Central America, including 
funds to stem the flow of unaccom-
panied children to our borders. 

There are increased funds in the bill 
for embassy security and to prevent 
and protect against future terrorist at-
tacks, unrest, and other acts of vio-
lence at home and abroad. The bill also 
contains provisions that will make our 
foreign visitor visa system more se-
cure. 

Passage of this omnibus is critical to 
ensuring America can continue to lead 
from the front in this very dangerous 
world. I want to thank Chairman ROG-
ERS, Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN, and 
Ranking Members LOWEY and VIS-
CLOSKY for their timeless work on this 
bill. 
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I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO), the distin-
guished ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the omnibus appropriations 
bill before this Chamber. 

In many ways, this omnibus moves 
the Federal budget in the right direc-
tion. It begins to leave behind the 
shortsighted policies of austerity that 
have slowed our economic recovery. 

But I am disappointed it does not go 
further. I am troubled that the Labor- 
HHS-Education bill received only a 
fraction, about one-half of its fair 
share of the $33 billion increase pro-
vided by the recent budget deal. 

b 1345 

While we were successful on many 
fronts, the bill still does not ade-
quately fund many of our Nation’s 
highest priorities. 

I have also been fighting for years to 
remove a policy rider carried in this 
bill that prevents the Centers for Dis-
ease Control from funding research on 
gun violence. Even Congressman 
Dickey, who authored the rider, is now 
opposed. 

This bill, however, does begin to 
make incremental progress, and there 
are many, many successes to highlight. 
It provides an additional $2 billion for 
the NIH, which will boost efforts to de-
velop cures to improve our quality of 
life. It provides an increase of more 
than $300 million for the Centers for 
Disease Control, including $160 million 
to address the growing threat of anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria. The bill pro-
vides a much-needed increase of $326 
million for child care and a boost of 
$570 million for Head Start. These high- 
quality early learning programs reduce 
inequality and narrow achievement 
gaps. 

There are sizable increases of $455 
million for special education, $500 mil-
lion for Title I grants to support dis-
advantaged students, and nearly $200 
million more than last year for job 
training and apprentice programs. 

But imagine if we had chosen to give 
labor, health, and education programs 
the fair funding that they deserve this 
year. We could be expanding access to 
high-quality child care and early child-
hood education for more children and 
families in need. We could be funding 
partnerships between community col-
leges and funding technical training to 
develop the most highly skilled work-
force in the world. We could have pro-
vided the NIH with a bigger increase. 

Tomorrow, I will vote to support this 
omnibus bill. It is a down payment on 
reversing the austerity of the last few 
years. I urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON), the 

distinguished chairman of the Energy 
and Water Development, and Related 
Agencies Subcommittee. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank my ranking member, 
MARCY KAPTUR, for her hard work over 
the many months we have spent pre-
paring this bill for consideration today. 
I would also like to acknowledge the 
work of our Senate partners, LAMAR 
ALEXANDER and DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 

There are a number of good reasons 
to vote for this bill, and many of them 
are in the Energy and Water Develop-
ment section. This bill provides strong 
funding for our defense. It makes im-
portant infrastructure investments 
that will keep America’s waterways 
open for business. And, this bill in-
cludes critical funding to ensure the se-
curity of our Nation’s electrical grid. 

Weapons Activities, which provides 
funding to support our aging nuclear 
weapons stockpile, is $660 million more 
than last year. This includes full fund-
ing for critical warheads such as the 
B61 bomb and the Long Range Standoff 
cruise missile. The Naval Reactors Pro-
gram has been increased by $141 mil-
lion, including the full request for the 
Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine 
replacement reactor. 

Funding for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers includes more than $1.2 million 
for HMTF activities—hitting the 
WRRDA target. The bill also provides 
for full use of the annual IWTF reve-
nues. 

The bill rejects the President’s pro-
posal to finance renewable energies at 
the expense of the energies that we 
rely on today, and instead moves the 
country forward with a balanced, all- 
of-the-above energy strategy that en-
sures that our constituents continue to 
have reliable, affordable energy. 

The bill also includes important 
funding for the Idaho National Labora-
tory to continue programs to advance 
nuclear technologies and ensures the 
safe and efficient use of nuclear energy 
now and in the future. 

The bill includes $162 million for re-
search and development to improve the 
resilience and reliability of the electric 
grid against cybersecurity attacks and 
extreme weather events. 

We also continue the commonsense 
provisions that were included in last 
year’s bill, such as prohibitions against 
changing the definition of fill material 
and prohibitions against the implemen-
tation of new light bulb efficiency 
standards, that protect consumer 
choice and responsible commercial op-
erations. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for this 
omnibus. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
PRICE), the ranking member of the 
Transportation, Housing and Urban De-
velopment Subcommittee. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this omnibus bill. It will provide 
funding certainty for the balance of the 

fiscal year. It casts off the deeply mis-
guided sequester caps that have crip-
pled our appropriations process and 
also gets rid of poison pill riders that 
threatened everything from fair hous-
ing to truck safety to environmental 
protection to women’s health. 

This bill will allow us to begin re-
pairing and modernizing our aging 
highway and transit system. It makes 
critical investments in railroad and 
aviation safety and the grants pro-
grams, such as TIGER, that will allow 
us to build a smarter transportation 
future. 

The omnibus also makes limited but 
significant progress toward addressing 
the affordable housing crisis. It pro-
vides desperately needed funds to 
maintain and rehabilitate public hous-
ing, including increased funding for the 
Choice Neighborhoods program. It in-
cludes an increase in HOME Invest-
ment Partnerships to promote afford-
able housing. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill fails to fully ad-
dress our known transportation and 
housing needs. We still have a great 
deal of work to do. But whatever defi-
ciencies this omnibus contains would 
only be made far worse by defeating 
this bill. That would likely lead to a 
full-year continuing resolution. That 
would be funding essentially at seques-
tration levels, decimating if not elimi-
nating programs like TIGER, HOME, 
Choice Neighborhoods, and transit New 
Starts. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we must re-
solve to get our budgetary house in 
order. We should pass this bill and 
thank everyone who worked tirelessly 
to bring it together, but we must stop 
lurching from crisis to crisis. Surely, 
we can do better than to depend on the 
threat of a shutdown to make us per-
form our most basic tasks. 

This bill is a small step in the right 
direction—far better than the alter-
native—but it is past time for Congress 
to conclude a comprehensive budget 
agreement—one that sets responsible 
funding and revenue levels and allows 
us to make the investments a great 
country must make. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT), 
chairman of the Interior, Environment, 
and Related Agencies Subcommittee of 
our committee. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS). 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. The 
Interior and Environment section of 
this bill includes important report lan-
guage that instructs the Office of Sur-
face Mining to ‘‘reengage State part-
ners in a meaningful manner before fi-
nalizing the Stream Buffer Zone rule.’’ 

As you know, this rule blurs the lines 
between the existing Stream Buffer 
Zone rule and the Clean Water Act and 
would have a devastating impact on 
coal mining across this country. In 
fact, we even have transcripts of audio 
recordings of OSM officials touting the 
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fact that a major benefit of this rule 
would be no more coal mining. OSM’s 
own analysis estimates that it will re-
sult in the loss of nearly 7,000, or 9 per-
cent, of the more than 80,000 coal min-
ing jobs in the United States. 

Mr. Chairman, my understanding is 
that this report language would man-
date OSM to go back to the States and 
require their signoff on the rule before 
it is finalized. 

Can you please clarify the intent of 
this language? 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. DAVIS, the lan-
guage included in the omnibus recog-
nizes that this administration has not 
been working with States on the 
Stream Buffer rule in a collaborative 
manner. Ten States have signed memo-
randums of understanding with OSM to 
work together as ‘‘collaborative agen-
cies’’ on the rule. These memoranda es-
tablished processes for data and infor-
mation sharing and for the exchange of 
comments and ideas. Unfortunately, 
earlier this year, 9 of those 10 States 
withdrew in protest. 

This mandatory congressional direc-
tive will require that OSM reengage 
with States and share data and infor-
mation, as they should have been doing 
all along. We will be monitoring this 
implementation. The committee com-
mits to working on an implementation 
process moving forward to ensure that 
OSM reengages with the States and ac-
tively involves them in the process. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. I 
thank the gentleman for the clarifica-
tion. I thank Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio for 
his leadership on this issue, also. 

Mr. CALVERT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. I associate 
myself with the comments of my col-
league from Illinois (Mr. RODNEY 
DAVIS). This is a devastating rule. By 
its own estimation, the administration 
has said this is going to kill 7,000 jobs. 
We know that it is far more than that. 
We are looking at 80,000 jobs. 

The States of primacy are critical 
stakeholders in this, Mr. Chairman. It 
is my understanding in the interpreta-
tion of this language that OSM will be 
directed to reengage and meet with 
those States of primacy at the States’ 
request. 

Mr. CALVERT. That is correct. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. And based on 

that direction, under the weight of law, 
that would essentially mean, at a min-
imum, the comment period for those 
States of primacy that request meet-
ings would have to be reopened. 

Is that your interpretation? 
Mr. CALVERT. That is my under-

standing. Yes, the gentleman is cor-
rect. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. I appreciate all the hard 
work that has been done on this. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I yield the 
gentleman an additional 30 seconds. 

Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. CALVERT. I yield to the gen-

tleman. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Let me 
associate myself with your comments. 

My district, like yours, has been ab-
solutely devastated by the war on coal. 
This language is a great help in that 
direction. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL- 
ALLARD) the ranking member of the 
Homeland Security Committee. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
as the ranking member of the Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Homeland 
Security, I can attest that Division F 
of the bill before us today, which pro-
vides funds for the Department of 
Homeland Security, is the result of 
careful consideration, intense scrutiny, 
and bipartisan collaboration. I want to 
thank Chairman CARTER for his leader-
ship and his partnership in crafting our 
portion of the bill. 

The bill provides significant re-
sources for critical priorities, including 
funding to recapitalize the Coast Guard 
air and marine fleets; to fully fund 
FEMA’s disaster relief activities, in-
cluding wildfire management assist-
ance grants, and to significantly en-
hance support for flood mapping and 
predisaster mitigation; and to main-
tain funding for FEMA terrorism pre-
paredness grants, including $50 million 
to new funding to help communities 
counter violent extremism and prepare 
for complex, coordinated terrorist at-
tacks. 

Without this omnibus bill, my home 
State of California and communities 
across the country would be faced with 
the uncertain funding level of a con-
tinuing resolution or, in the worst 
case, the effects of a government shut-
down. 

It is also important to note the bill 
does not include a number of harmful 
immigration policy riders that were 
adopted during the committee consid-
eration of the House bill. 

This funding bill is clearly not what 
I had hoped for. Many of my colleagues 
feel the same way. I share many of 
their concerns, including the lack of 
assistance provided to Puerto Rico and 
the giveaways to Big Oil. However, on 
balance, I believe this bill should move 
forward. I ask for an ‘‘aye’’ vote. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT). 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, on De-
cember 2, ISIS sympathizers attacked 
and killed 14 and injured another 22 in 
San Bernardino, California. Police and 
first responders put their lives on the 
line rescuing survivors and capturing 
the perpetrators. However, localities 
have faced unexpected costs as a result 
of this attack. 

I yield to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CULBERSON), the chairman of the 
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Re-
lated Agencies Subcommittee, to dis-
cuss DOJ counterterrorism funding in 
the bill. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I thank the gen-
tleman for his leadership in helping 

San Bernardino recover from this hor-
rific attack. 

Law enforcement protecting the 
homeland is our top priority in this 
bill, and we have provided a significant 
increase for the FBI to combat ter-
rorism. For local law enforcement as-
sisting the FBI, the Bureau has the 
ability to reimburse costs. The Depart-
ment of Justice also has $50 million 
available for assistance to victims of 
terrorism. 

Mr. CALVERT. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

I yield to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CARTER), the chairman of the 
Homeland Security Subcommittee, to 
discuss DHS resources available to re-
spond to the attack. 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. I thank my 
friend for yielding. 

To give you the news about what the 
Department of Homeland Security is 
doing, this bill includes $2.5 billion for 
grants to first responders, $397 million 
above the request. Further, this bill in-
cludes $50 million for a new program to 
help States and local communities pre-
pare for, prevent, and respond to ter-
rorist threats. 

b 1400 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from San Bernardino, 
California (Mr. AGUILAR). 

Mr. AGUILAR. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

The terrorist attack in my district 
killed 14 and injured 22. Responding to 
the attack were the brave men and 
women from the San Bernardino Police 
and other first responders. 

I look forward to working with the 
gentlemen and the departments to ex-
amine ways to assist San Bernardino in 
recovering from this attack. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SERRANO), 
the ranking member of the Financial 
Services and General Government Sub-
committee of Appropriations. 

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SERRANO. I thank the gentle-
woman and our leader. 

This is a very bittersweet moment 
for me. On one hand, I am so proud of 
what my staff and I and other Members 
and your staff did to make the finan-
cial services portion of this bill much 
better, much, much better. 

We increased dollars to the IRS. We 
helped the Treasury Department. We 
helped the Small Business Administra-
tion. We did so much that would make 
anyone want to be the top yeller and 
screamer in favor of this bill. For that 
I am very grateful, and for that I am 
very thankful to the committee and to 
our leadership and to the staff. 

But then, as one who was born in an 
American territory called Puerto Rico, 
there is a glaring omission; and that is 
that, in Puerto Rico’s worst financial 
crisis, we could not get our colleagues 
on the other side to agree to just some 
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simple help, some simple opportunities 
to declare bankruptcy, for a simple op-
portunity to put their house in order, a 
simple opportunity to restructure their 
debt. 

I have said so many times here that 
I find myself always in this, not con-
tradiction, but this double situation, 
where I am a Member of the United 
States Congress, proud of that, a New 
Yorker since the age of 6, a long time 
ago, very proud of that, but born in the 
territory. 

And if there were ever a sign of what 
colonialism is, it is what we have done 
in this bill. We totally ignore the needs 
of 4 million American citizens. We to-
tally ignore the need for them to re-
structure their debt. We totally ignore 
the need for them to survive and, in 
the process, we may be creating a hu-
manitarian crisis. We could have avert-
ed it simply by allowing some simple 
language in this bill, but we chose not 
to do so. 

So I think it is time that we do two 
things: that we address the issue, as 
Speaker RYAN has said that he will, be-
fore March 31, the issue, in general, of 
Puerto Rico’s problem; but it is also 
time to address the issue of the rela-
tionship between Puerto Rico and the 
United States. It can’t continue to be 
what it is. It either needs to be an inde-
pendent nation or a State of the Union, 
but it can’t continue to be powerless 
and begging for everything it gets. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT), 
the distinguished chairman of the Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies Subcommittee. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the fiscal year 2016 Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, legislation that 
will provide for much-needed budg-
etary certainty, stability, and predict-
ability. 

I would certainly like to commend 
Speaker RYAN, Chairman ROGERS, 
Ranking Member LOWEY, and my good 
friend and partner, ranking member of 
the subcommittee, SANFORD BISHOP for 
all their hard work, and also for all the 
staff who did so much work behind the 
scenes to help make this bill what it is. 

While this bill has many excellent 
provisions throughout its entirety, as 
chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies, I can say 
with confidence that this is an espe-
cially good bill for our veterans, serv-
icemembers, and military families. It 
will ensure those who have served in 
the defense of our great Nation receive 
the full benefits, care, and support that 
they deserve, and it will help to main-
tain our military’s readiness both at 
home and abroad. 

The bill will ensure quality housing 
for nearly 2 million military families 
and improve the quality and safety of 
our bases, defense installations, and 
military monuments and cemeteries 
throughout the world. 

It will provide a 9.8 percent increase 
for VA programs, including a 10.5 per-

cent increase in VA medical services to 
provide care and treatment for approxi-
mately 7 million veterans. 

It will also allow veterans with hepa-
titis C to be treated and cured, and it 
will help the VA to address critical 
issues like mental health care and re-
ducing the rates of veteran suicide and 
homelessness. 

It will also provide funding needed to 
reduce the VA claims backlog and 
move us closer to establishing an inte-
grated electronic health records sys-
tem. 

It will increase congressional over-
sight of the VA to counter the in-
stances of gross mismanagement and 
excessive project cost overruns that 
have troubled the VA at facilities 
across the country, the Aurora, Colo-
rado, facility being the most egregious 
example. 

For these reasons and many more, 
Mr. Speaker, I support the legislation 
and encourage my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to do the same. 

Again, I want to thank Ranking 
Member BISHOP, Mrs. LOWEY, Chairman 
ROGERS, and all the staff who helped 
put this bill together. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FARR), the distinguished 
ranking member of the Agricultural, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies 
Subcommittee, and representative of 
the Peace Corps. 

Mr. FARR. I thank the ranking mem-
ber of the committee, Mrs. LOWEY. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to just remind 
people that this is a big bill. It is a bill 
that has got a lot in it. It has got a lot 
more good in it than it has bad in it. 
Big bills have both. 

What is really important is this is 
the most important vote we take all 
year, because this is the vote that runs 
all of government, keeps it all oper-
ational, all the things you have heard 
about. 

I want to thank the chairman, Mr. 
ROGERS, because he promised our com-
mittee at the beginning of the year 
that he was going to get us back to reg-
ular order and get us a bill. 

I bet that we were going to end up 
with a CR, which is the worst thing we 
could do. It is the failure of Congress to 
carry out its business. 

I want to compliment Mr. ROGERS 
and Mrs. LOWEY for their incredible 
work in getting a clean, a relatively 
clean appropriations bill, and how im-
portant this is. 

The work that was done on all the 
minutiae in there by our staff on the 
Democratic side—Martha Foley in Ag 
Approps, and my staff: Rochelle 
Dornatt, Troy Phillips, Ana 
Sorrentino, the Republican staff, Tom 
O’Brien, Andrew Cooper, Pam Miller, 
Elizabeth King, Betsy Bina, and Chair-
man ADERHOLT’s staff, Brian Rell and 
Jennifer Groover—thank you for all 
the detailed work, night after night, 
that you have put into this. 

But if you take medicine, this por-
tion of the bill, 1/12 of the bill, the Ag 

portion and Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission and FDA, if you take 
medicine, this bill impacts you. If you 
invest in the market, this bill impacts 
you. If you care for animals that are 
treated humanely, this bill impacts 
you. If there are hungry people in this 
country and in other countries of the 
world, this bill really impacts you. 
And, quite frankly, if you want to eat 
safe, wholesome, and affordable food, 
this is bill is essential. 

So thank you all for doing this. 
But most of all, I want to thank, 

also, another subcommittee, the Sub-
committee on State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs. KAY 
GRANGER and NITA LOWEY just did an 
incredible job of, for the first time, 
fully funding Peace Corps, the highest 
level they have ever funded. We have 
23,000 people applying for jobs, and 
Congress has only appropriated enough 
money to hire 3,500. This bill is going 
to go a long way in allowing all those 
Americans who want to do service for 
our country abroad to get a chance to 
do so. 

I want to thank you all. It is one of 
the better bills, and it is certainly a lot 
better than last year. I look forward to 
next year when it will be even better. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. YODER), a 
member of our committee. 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the efforts of Chair-
man ROGERS, his staff, and all my col-
leagues on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

This bill achieves many conservative 
goals, including ending the export oil 
ban, limiting the EPA to its lowest 
funding since 2008, freezing the IRS al-
most $2 billion below the President’s 
budget request, denying any new funds 
to ObamaCare, resolving visa waiver 
concerns, supporting our national de-
fense, and many other priorities. 

While cutting in certain areas, we 
were also able to reprioritize spending, 
and one of those priorities is funding 
for the National Institutes of Health. 
This bill provides the largest funding 
at NIH since 2003, and I want to thank 
Chairman TOM COLE of the sub-
committee for his work in that endeav-
or. 

As we debate this bill, cancer is pre-
pared to kill 600,000 Americans next 
year, and without new investment, we 
will be unable to find a cure for cancer 
or any number of diseases, like Alz-
heimer’s, Parkinson’s, and heart dis-
ease, that affect every family and 
every community in America. So I 
thank the committee for their leader-
ship. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill represents the 
hard work of the committee and many 
others as it seeks to advance the con-
servative causes in a balanced way in a 
divided government. I urge its passage. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP), 
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ranking member of the Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Subcommittee. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I thank the 
gentlewoman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would like 
to thank Chairman DENT for his hard 
work on the subcommittee. He has 
been a tremendous partner. I would 
like to thank Chairman ROGERS and 
Ranking Member LOWEY for their 
strong bipartisan leadership. And cer-
tainly, I would like to thank our staffs 
for their hard work. 

Today’s omnibus reflects what the 
FY16 MILCON–VA bill should have 
looked like during full House consider-
ation. Discretionary funding for VA 
programs in today’s agreement is $71.4 
billion, $6.4 billion above the FY15-en-
acted level. This agreement fully funds 
major construction within the VA 
budget. As you may recall, this was a 
significant issue in the House bill. 

There are a number of good things to 
highlight within the bill that will have 
a profound impact on the lives of our 
Nation’s veterans. For example, we 
have the opportunity to completely 
eradicate hepatitis C for our Nation’s 
veterans, and so we raised the amount 
for funding for treatment to $1.5 bil-
lion. Additionally, in order to combat 
veterans’ homelessness, suicide, and 
PTSD, we have also included $7.5 bil-
lion for mental healthcare services. 

That being said, Mr. Speaker, it is 
high time that we return to regular 
order; and by regular order, I mean the 
process that starts with a realistic al-
location, enabling the Appropriations 
Committee to meet our Nation’s fiscal 
needs. I believe that if the Appropria-
tions Committee were given a fair 
chance, we could have completed our 
work months ago. 

Mr. Speaker, the process has much 
room for improvement. Governing 
through the use of omnibus is not a 
wise practice, so I believe that we must 
work to return to regular order, uti-
lizing the entire legislative process to 
determine how our government invests 
in the American people. Truly, regular 
order is better for the committee, for 
the Members, and for this august insti-
tution in which we serve. 

Nevertheless, while the omnibus is 
not perfect, far from it, we cannot let 
the perfect be the enemy of the good. 
This is a good bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to pass it. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire of the remain-
ing time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). The gen-
tleman from Kentucky has 71⁄2 minutes 
remaining. The gentlewoman from New 
York has 103⁄4 minutes remaining. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. CRENSHAW), 
chairman of the Financial Services and 
General Government Subcommittee on 
Appropriations. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. I thank the chair-
man for the recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this funding bill for 2016. As chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Financial 
Services and General Government, I 
want to highlight some of the areas 
that I think are important for Mem-
bers to understand. 

We oversee, in the subcommittee, a 
myriad of agencies; all have an impact 
on our functioning Federal Govern-
ment and also on the constituents that 
we represent. 

We oversee and fund the Treasury, 
the Internal Revenue Service, the Se-
curities Exchange Commission, the 
Federal Trade Commission, the Federal 
Communications Commission, the 
Small Business Administration, and 
many other agencies. 

I think that while we, overall, fund 
this section of the bill $1 billion less 
than the President requested, there are 
some areas where we increase funding 
that are important, that are priorities, 
like law enforcement and drug abuse 
prevention. 

There has been a lot of discussion 
about the IRS over the years, and, 
quite frankly, they have betrayed the 
trust of the American people and have 
a long way to go to restore that trust; 
therefore, they are funded at a flat 
level. However, we give them addi-
tional money to try to do a better job 
of customer service. 

b 1415 
They can’t answer the phone and 

they can’t respond to mail, so they 
have additional dollars to improve 
that. We do other things to rein in 
some of their out-of-control activities. 

Overall, Mr. Speaker, this is a good 
bill. We increase funding for some of 
the priority items, as I have men-
tioned, like the Small Business Admin-
istration. They actually help create 
jobs. They help grow the economy. 
Drug abuse prevention is important, 
and we fund those levels. 

Some of the areas that aren’t so im-
portant, we reduce funding; we actu-
ally freeze their funding. 

Overall, this is the result of a lot of 
hard work by the committee members. 

And a special thanks to our Ranking 
Member SERRANO. 

Mr. Speaker, overall, I urge all of the 
Members to support this legislation. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I am very 
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from California 
(Mr. HONDA), the acting ranking minor-
ity member of the Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the ranking member for yielding. 

I thank Chairman CULBERSON, who 
worked with me and my staff to formu-
late a better bill. While there are areas 
that could still be approved in the CJS 
bill, I am thankful for the chairman’s 
bipartisan attitude and desire to find 
common ground. 

Lifting the budget caps, we were able 
to more fully fund many of the essen-
tial programs. I would like to highlight 
a few of these. 

I was pleased that we were able to 
dedicate funds for the National Net-
work for Manufacturing Innovation to 
fund one competitively chosen center 
and to provide coordination of funding 
for NIST. 

The modest increase for the Minority 
Business Development Agency will 
allow them to expand their work, cre-
ating jobs and fostering innovation and 
entrepreneurship amongst minority- 
owned businesses. 

In the 2020 Census, we ensure that all 
communities—including those that are 
small, rural, or have limited pro-
ficiency with English—are counted. 
The rider making the American Com-
munity Survey optional was dropped. 

We boosted funding for DOJ grant 
programs important to communities 
across the Nation, such as COPS, Vio-
lence Against Women Act, and Byrne 
Justice Assistance Grants. I am proud 
the community sexual assault kit 
Backlog Reduction Program, which is 
making great inroads in my district, 
receives $45 million. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that we 
were able to fund NASA at the highest 
level in years. This includes robust 
funding for both commercial crew and 
for SLS and Orion. We were able to 
provide healthy funding for science and 
exploration missions, and I hope the 
Flagship Europa mission will be able to 
include the expertise of all NASA cen-
ters. Happily, we restored Earth and 
geoscience funding in NASA and re-
moved the language capping NSF in-
vestment into the geosciences. Mr. 
Speaker, I will continue to work to re-
move the limitations in NSF on social, 
behavorial, and economic sciences in 
the future. 

Many of the harmful immigration 
riders were removed, including ones 
that would have stripped the adminis-
tration’s ability to defend DACA and 
DAPA in the courts, and that would 
have withheld DOJ grants to jurisdic-
tions with sanctuary city policies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
the gentleman from California an addi-
tional 1 minute. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, while I 
have problems with several non-Appro-
priations items in this bill, the CJS in 
the omnibus bill will invest in our Na-
tion’s future and move us forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to again thank 
Chairman CULBERSON, and I look for-
ward to continuing to work with the 
gentleman closely. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. NUNES), 
the distinguished chairman of the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I will in-
clude my full statement in the RECORD 
to accompany Division M and Division 
N of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2016. 

I would also like to take the time to 
thank Ranking Member SCHIFF, Chair-
man BURR, Vice Chair FEINSTEIN, 
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Chairman HAL ROGERS, and Ranking 
Member NITA LOWEY, as well as all of 
the Appropriations and Intelligence 
Committee staff for their hard work 
and long hours over the last several 
months in getting this important legis-
lation to the floor today and eventu-
ally to the President for his signature. 
I urge all Members to support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, the following consists of the 
joint explanatory statement to accompany Divi-
sion M, the Intelligence Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2016, of the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2016. 

This joint explanatory statement reflects the 
status of negotiations and disposition of issues 
reached between the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence and the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence (hereinafter, 
‘‘the Agreement’’). The joint explanatory state-
ment shall have the same effect with respect 
to the implementation of this Act as if it were 
a joint explanatory statement of a committee 
of conference. 

The joint explanatory statement comprises 
three parts: an overview of the application of 
the annex to accompany this statement; un-
classified congressional direction; and a sec-
tion-by-section analysis of the legislative text. 
PART I: APPLICATION OF THE CLASSIFIED ANNEX 

The classified nature of U.S. intelligence ac-
tivities prevents the congressional intelligence 
committees from publicly disclosing many de-
tails concerning the conclusions and rec-
ommendations of the Agreement. Therefore, a 
classified Schedule of Authorizations and a 
classified annex have been prepared to de-
scribe in detail the scope and intent of the 
congressional intelligence committees’ actions. 
The Agreement authorizes the Intelligence 
Community to obligate and expend funds not 
altered or modified by the classified Schedule 
of Authorizations as requested in the Presi-
dent’s budget, subject to modification under 
applicable reprogramming procedures. 

The classified annex is the result of negotia-
tions between the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence and the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence. It reconciles 
the differences between the committees’ re-
spective versions of the bill for the National In-
telligence Program (NIP) and the Homeland 
Security Intelligence Program for Fiscal Year 
2016. The Agreement also makes rec-
ommendations for the Military Intelligence Pro-
gram (MIP), and the Information Systems Se-
curity Program, consistent with the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2016, and provides certain direction for these 
two programs. 

The Agreement supersedes the classified 
annexes to the reports accompanying H.R. 
4127, as passed by the House on December 
1, 2015, H.R. 2596, as passed by the House 
on June 16, 2015, and S. 1705, as reported 
by the Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence on July 7, 2015. All references to the 
House-passed and Senate-reported annexes 
are solely to identify the heritage of specific 
provisions. 

The classified Schedule of Authorizations is 
incorporated into the bill pursuant to Section 
102. It has the status of law. The classified 
annex supplements and adds detail to clarify 
the authorization levels found in the bill and 
the classified Schedule of Authorizations. The 
classified annex shall have the same legal 
force as the report to accompany the bill. 

PART II: SELECT UNCLASSIFIED CONGRESSIONAL 
DIRECTION 

Enhancing Geographic and Demographic Di-
versity 
The Agreement directs the Office of the Di-

rector for National Intelligence (ODNI) to con-
duct an awareness, outreach, and recruitment 
program to rural, under-represented colleges 
and universities that are not part of the IC 
Centers of Academic Excellence (IC CAE) 
program Further, the Agreement directs that 
ODNI shall increase and formally track the 
number of competitive candidates for IC em-
ployment or internships who studied at IC 
CAE schools and other scholarship programs 
supported by the IC. 

Additionally, the Agreement directs that 
ODNI, acting through the Executive Agent for 
the IC CAE program, the IC Chief Human 
Capital Officer, and the Chief, Office of IC 
Equal Opportunity & Diversity, as appropriate, 
shall: 

1. Add a criterion to the IC CAE selection 
process that applicants must be part of a con-
sortium or actively collaborate with under- 
resourced schools in their area; 

2. Work with CAE schools to reach out to 
rural and under-resourced schools, including 
by inviting such schools to participate in the 
annual IC CAE colloquium and IC recruitment 
events; 

3. Increase and formally track the number of 
competitive IC internship candidates from IC 
CAE schools, starting with Fiscal Year 2016 
IC summer internships, and provide a report, 
within 180 days of the enactment of this Act, 
on its plan to do so; 

4. Develop metrics to ascertain whether IC 
CAE, the Pat Roberts Intelligence Scholars 
Program, the Louis Stokes Educational Schol-
arship Program, and the Intelligence Officer 
Training Program reach a diverse demo-
graphic and serve as feeders to the IC work-
force; 

5. Include in the annual report on minority 
hiring and retention a breakdown of the stu-
dents participating in these programs who 
serve as IC interns, applied for full-time IC 
employment, received offers of employment, 
and entered on duty in the IC; 

6. Conduct a feasibility study with necessary 
funding levels regarding how the IC CAE 
could be better tailored to serve under- 
resourced schools, and provide such study to 
the congressional intelligence committees 
within 180 days of the enactment of this Act; 

7. Publicize all IC elements’ recruitment ac-
tivities, including the new Applicant Gateway 
and the IC Virtual Career Fair, to rural 
schools, Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, and other minority-serving institutions 
that have been contacted by IC recruiters; 

8. Contact new groups with the objective of 
expanding the IC Heritage Community Liaison 
Council; and 

9. Ensure that IC elements add such activi-
ties listed above that may be appropriate to 
their recruitment plans for Fiscal Year 2016. 

ODNI shall provide an interim update to the 
congressional intelligence committees on its 
efforts within 90 days of the enactment of this 
Act and include final results in its annual re-
port on minority hiring and retention. 

Analytic Duplication & Improving Customer Im-
pact 
The congressional intelligence committees 

are concerned about potential duplication in 

finished analytic products. Specifically, the 
congressional intelligence committees are con-
cerned that contemporaneous publication of 
substantially similar intelligence products fos-
ters confusion among intelligence customers 
(including those in Congress), impedes ana-
lytic coherence across the IC, and wastes time 
and effort. The congressional intelligence com-
mittees value competitive analysis, but believe 
there is room to reduce duplicative analytic ac-
tivity and improve customer impact. 

Therefore, the Agreement directs ODNI to 
pilot a repeatable methodology to evaluate po-
tential duplication in finished intelligence ana-
lytic products and to report the findings to the 
congressional intelligence committees within 
60 days of the enactment of this Act. In addi-
tion, the Agreement directs ODNI to report to 
the congressional intelligence committees 
within 180 days of enactment of this Act on 
how it will revise analytic practice, tradecraft, 
and standards to ensure customers can clear-
ly identify how products that are produced 
contemporaneously and cover similar topics 
differ from one another in their methodological, 
informational, or temporal aspects, and the 
significance of those differences. This report is 
not intended to cover operationally urgent 
analysis or current intelligence. 

Countering Violent Extremism and the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant 

The Agreement directs ODNI, within 180 
days of enactment of this Act and in consulta-
tion with appropriate interagency partners, to 
brief the congressional intelligence committees 
on how intelligence agencies are supporting 
both (1) the Administration’s Countering Vio-
lent Extremism (CVE) program first detailed in 
the 2011 White House strategy Empowering 
Local Partners to Prevent Violent Extremism in 
the United States, which was expanded fol-
lowing the January 2015 White House Summit 
on Countering Violent Extremism, and (2) the 
Administration’s Strategy to Counter the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant, which was 
announced in September 2014. 

Analytic Health Reports 

The Agreement directs the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency (DIA) to provide Analytic 
Health Reports to the congressional intel-
ligence committees on a quarterly basis, in-
cluding an update on the specific effect of 
analytic modernization on the health of the 
Defense Intelligence Analysis Program (DIAP) 
and its ability to reduce analytic risk. 

All-Source Analysis Standards 

The Agreement directs DIA to conduct a 
comprehensive evaluation of the Defense In-
telligence Enterprise’s all-source analysis ca-
pability and production in Fiscal Year 2015. 
The evaluation should assess the analytic out-
put of both NIP and MIP funded all-source an-
alysts, separately and collectively, and apply 
the following four criteria identified in the ODNI 
Strategic Evaluation Report for all-source anal-
ysis: 1) integrated, 2) objective, 3) timely, and 
4) value-added. The results of this evaluation 
shall be included as part of the Fiscal Year 
2017 congressional budget justification book. 

Terrorism Investigations 

The Agreement directs the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) to submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees, within 180 days 
of enactment of this Act, a report detailing how 
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FBI has allocated resources between domestic 
and foreign terrorist threats based on numbers 
of investigations over the past 5 years. The re-
port should be submitted in unclassified form 
but may include a classified annex. 

Investigations of Minors Involved in 
Radicalization 
The Agreement directs the FBI to provide a 

briefing to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees within 180 days of enactment of this 
Act on investigations in which minors are en-
couraged to turn away from violent extremism 
rather than take actions that would lead to 
Federal terrorism indictments. This briefing 
should place these rates in the context of all 
investigations of minors for violent extremist 
activity and should describe any FBI engage-
ment with minors’ families, law enforcement, 
or other individuals or groups connected to the 
minor during or after investigations. 

Furthermore, the Agreement directs the FBI 
to include how often undercover agents pur-
sue investigations based on a location of inter-
est related to violent extremist activity com-
pared to investigations of an individual or 
group believed to be engaged in such activity. 
Included should be the number of locations of 
interest associated with a religious group or 
entity. This briefing also should include trend 
analysis covering the last five years describing 
violent extremist activity in the U.S. 

Declassification Review of Video of the 2012 
Benghazi Terrorist Attacks 
Numerous investigations have been con-

ducted regarding the 2012 terrorist attack 
against U.S. facilities in Benghazi. The Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence produced 
one of the first declassified Congressional re-
ports and continues to believe that the public 
should have access to information about the 
attacks, so long as it does not jeopardize intel-
ligence sources and methods. 

The closed circuit television videos from the 
Temporary Mission Facility (TMF) captured 
some of the activity that took place at the 
State Department facility on September 11, 
2012, and their release would contribute to the 
public’s understanding of the event without 
compromising sources or methods. 

Therefore, the Agreement directs the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, or the appropriate 
federal official, to conduct a declassification 
review and to facilitate the release to the pub-
lic of the declassified closed circuit television 
videos of the September 11, 2012, terrorist at-
tack on the TMF in Benghazi, Libya, con-
sistent with the protection of sources and 
methods, not later than 120 days after the en-
actment of this Act. 

PART III: SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND 
EXPLANATION OF LEGISLATIVE TEXT 

The following is a section-by-section anal-
ysis and explanation of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 

TITLE I—INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 

Section 101. Authorization of appropriations 
Section 101 lists the United States Govern-

ment departments, agencies, and other ele-
ments for which the Act authorizes appropria-
tions for intelligence and intelligence-related 
activities for Fiscal Year 2016. 

Section 102. Classified Schedule of Authoriza-
tions 
Section 102 provides that the details of the 

amounts authorized to be appropriated for in-

telligence and intelligence-related activities 
and the applicable personnel levels by pro-
gram for Fiscal Year 2016 are contained in the 
classified Schedule of Authorizations and that 
the classified Schedule of Authorizations shall 
be made available to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives and to the President. 

Section 103. Personnel ceiling adjustments 

Section 103 is intended to provide additional 
flexibility to the Director of National Intel-
ligence in managing the civilian personnel of 
the Intelligence Community. Section 103 pro-
vides that the Director may authorize employ-
ment of civilian personnel in Fiscal Year 2016 
in excess of the number of authorized posi-
tions by an amount not exceeding three per-
cent of the total limit applicable to each Intel-
ligence Community element under Section 
102. The Director may do so only if necessary 
to the performance of important intelligence 
functions. 

Section 104. Intelligence Community Manage-
ment Account 

Section 104 authorizes appropriations for 
the Intelligence Community Management Ac-
count (ICMA) of the Director of National Intel-
ligence and sets the authorized personnel lev-
els for the elements within the ICMA for Fiscal 
Year 2016. 

Section 105. Clarification regarding authority 
for flexible personnel management among 
elements of intelligence community 

Section 105 clarifies that certain Intelligence 
Community elements may make hiring deci-
sions based on the excepted service designa-
tion. 

TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY SYSTEM 

Section 201. Authorization of appropriations 

Section 201 authorizes appropriations in the 
amount of $514,000,000 for Fiscal Year 2016 
for the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement 
and Disability Fund. 

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 301. Increase in employee compensa-
tion and benefits authorized by law 

Section 301 provides that funds authorized 
to be appropriated by the Act for salary, pay, 
retirement, and other benefits for federal em-
ployees may be increased by such additional 
or supplemental amounts as may be nec-
essary for increases in compensation or bene-
fits authorized by law. 

Section 302. Restriction on conduct of intel-
ligence activities 

Section 302 provides that the authorization 
of appropriations by the Act shall not be 
deemed to constitute authority for the conduct 
of any intelligence activity that is not otherwise 
authorized by the Constitution or laws of the 
United States. 

Section 303. Provision of information and as-
sistance to Inspector General of the Intel-
ligence Community 

Section 303 amends the National Security 
Act of 1947 to clarify the Inspector General of 
the Intelligence Community’s authority to seek 
information and assistance from federal, state, 
and local agencies, or units thereof. 

Section 304. Inclusion of Inspector General of 
Intelligence Community in Council of Inspec-
tors General on Integrity and Efficiency 

Section 304 amends Section 11(b)(1)(B) of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 to reflect 
the correct name of the Office of the Inspector 
General of the Intelligence Community. The 
section also clarifies that the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Intelligence Community is a mem-
ber of the Council of the Inspectors General 
on Integrity and Efficiency. 

Section 305. Clarification of authority of Pri-
vacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board 

Section 305 amends the Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (IRTPA) 
to clarify that nothing in the statute authorizing 
the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board 
should be construed to allow that Board to 
gain access to information regarding an activ-
ity covered by section 503 of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947. 

Section 306. Enhancing government personnel 
security programs 

Section 306 directs the Director of National 
Intelligence to develop and implement a plan 
for eliminating the backlog of overdue periodic 
investigations, and further requires the Direc-
tor to direct each agency to implement a pro-
gram to provide enhanced security review to 
individuals determined eligible for access to 
classified information or eligible to hold a sen-
sitive position. 

These enhanced personnel security pro-
grams will integrate information relevant and 
appropriate for determining an individual’s suit-
ability for access to classified information or 
eligibility to hold a sensitive position; be con-
ducted at least 2 times every 5 years; and 
commence not later than 5 years after the 
date of enactment of the Fiscal Year 2016 In-
telligence Authorization Act, or the elimination 
of the backlog of overdue periodic investiga-
tions, whichever occurs first. 

Section 307. Notification of changes to reten-
tion of call detail record policies 

Section 307 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence to notify the congressional intel-
ligence committees in writing not later than 15 
days after learning that an electronic commu-
nication service provider that generates call 
detail records in the ordinary course of busi-
ness has changed its policy on the retention of 
such call details records to result in a retention 
period of less than 18 months. Section 307 
further requires the Director to submit to the 
congressional intelligence committees within 
30 days of enactment a report identifying each 
electronic communication service provider (if 
any) that has a current policy in place to retain 
call detail records for 18 months or less. 

Section 308. Personnel information notification 
policy by the Director of National Intel-
ligence 

Section 308 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence to establish a policy to ensure 
timely notification to the congressional intel-
ligence committees of the identities of individ-
uals occupying senior level positions within the 
Intelligence Community. 

Section 309. Designation of lead intelligence 
officer for tunnels 

Section 309 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence to designate an official to manage 
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the collection and analysis of intelligence re-
garding the tactical use of tunnels by state 
and nonstate actors. 

Section 310. Reporting process for tracking 
country clearance requests 

Section 310 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence to establish a formal reporting 
process for tracking requests for country clear-
ance submitted to overseas Director of Na-
tional Intelligence representatives. Section 310 
also requires the Director to brief the congres-
sional intelligence committees on its progress. 

Section 311. Study on reduction of analytic 
duplication 

Section 311 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence to carry out a study to identify du-
plicative analytic products and the reasons for 
such duplication, ascertain the frequency and 
types of such duplication, and determine 
whether this review should be considered a 
part of the responsibilities assigned to the 
Analytic Integrity and Standards office inside 
the Office of the Director of National Intel-
ligence. Section 311 also requires the Director 
to provide a plan for revising analytic practice, 
tradecraft, and standards to ensure customers 
are able to readily identify how analytic prod-
ucts on similar topics that are produced con-
temporaneously differ from one another and 
what is the significance of those differences. 

Section 312. Strategy for comprehensive inter-
agency review of the United States national 
security overhead satellite architecture 

Section 312 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence, in collaboration with the Secretary 
of Defense, and the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, to develop a strategy, with 
milestones and benchmarks, to ensure that 
there is a comprehensive interagency review 
of policies and practices for planning and ac-
quiring national security satellite systems and 
architectures, including the capabilities of com-
mercial systems and partner countries, con-
sistent with the National Space Policy issued 
on June 28, 2010. Where applicable, this 
strategy shall account for the unique missions 
and authorities vested in the Department of 
Defense and the Intelligence Community. 

Section 313. Cyber attack standards of meas-
urement study 

Section 313 directs the Director of National 
Intelligence, in consultation with the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, the Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, and the Secretary 
of Defense, to carry out a study to determine 
the appropriate standards to measure the 
damage of cyber incidents. 
TITLE IV—MATTERS RELATING TO ELEMENTS OF 

THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
SUBTITLE A—OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF 

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

Section 401. Appointment and confirmation of 
the National Counterintelligence Executive 

Section 401 makes subject to Presidential 
appointment and Senate confirmation, the ex-
ecutive branch position of National Counter-
intelligence Executive (NCIX), which was cre-
ated by the 2002 Counterintelligence En-
hancement Act. Effective December 2014, the 
NCIX was also dual-hatted as the Director of 
the National Counterintelligence and Security 
Center. 

Section 402. Technical amendments relating 
to pay under title 5, United States Code 
Section 402 amends 5 U.S.C. §5102(a)(1) 

to expressly exclude the Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence (ODNI) from the provi-
sions of chapter 51 of title 5, relating to posi-
tion classification, pay, and allowances for 
General Schedule employees, which does not 
apply to ODNI by virtue of the National Secu-
rity Act. This proposal would have no sub-
stantive effect. 

Section 403. Analytic Objectivity Review 
The Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence’s Analytic Integrity and Standards 
(AIS) office was established in response to the 
requirement in the Intelligence Reform and 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (IRTPA) for 
the designation of an entity responsible for en-
suring that the Intelligence Community’s fin-
ished intelligence products are timely, objec-
tive, independent of political considerations, 
based upon all sources of available intel-
ligence, and demonstrative of the standards of 
proper analytic tradecraft. 

Consistent with responsibilities prescribed 
under IRTPA, Section 403 requires the AIS 
Chief to conduct a review of finished intel-
ligence products produced by the CIA to as-
sess whether the reorganization of the Agen-
cy, announced publicly on March 6, 2015, has 
resulted in any loss of analytic objectivity. The 
report is due no later than March 6, 2017. 

SUBTITLE B—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
AND OTHER ELEMENTS 

Section 411. Authorities of the Inspector Gen-
eral for the Central Intelligence Agency 
Section 411 amends Section 17 of the Cen-

tral Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 to consoli-
date the Inspector General’s personnel au-
thorities and to provide the Inspector General 
with the same authorities as other Inspectors 
General to request assistance and information 
from federal, state, and local agencies or units 
thereof. 

Section 412. Prior congressional notification of 
transfers of funds for certain intelligence ac-
tivities 
Section 412 requires notification to the con-

gressional intelligence committees before 
transferring funds from the Joint Improvised 
Explosive Device Defeat Fund or the Counter-
terrorism Partnerships Fund that are to be 
used for intelligence activities. 

TITLE V—MATTERS RELATING TO FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES 

SUBTITLE A—MATTERS RELATING TO RUSSIA 

Section 501. Notice of deployment or transfer 
of Club-K container missile system by the 
Russian Federation 
Section 501 requires the Director of National 

Intelligence to submit written notice to the ap-
propriate congressional committees if the Intel-
ligence Community receives intelligence that 
the Russian Federation has deployed, or is 
about to deploy, the Club-K container missile 
system through the Russian military, or trans-
ferred or sold, or intends to transfer or sell, 
such system to another state or non-state 
actor. 

Section 502. Assessment on funding of polit-
ical parties and nongovernmental organiza-
tions by the Russian Federation 
Section 502 requires the Director of National 

Intelligence to submit an Intelligence Commu-

nity assessment to the appropriate congres-
sional committees concerning the funding of 
political parties and nongovernmental organi-
zations in the former Soviet States and Eu-
rope by the Russian Security Services since 
January 1, 2006, not later than 180 days after 
the enactment of the Fiscal Year 2016 Intel-
ligence Authorization Act. 

Section 503. Assessment on the use of polit-
ical assassinations as a form of statecraft by 
the Russian Federation 

Section 503 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence to submit an Intelligence Commu-
nity assessment concerning the use of political 
assassinations as a form of statecraft by the 
Russian Federation to the appropriate con-
gressional committees, not later than 180 days 
after the enactment of the Fiscal Year 2016 
Intelligence Authorization Act. 
SUBTITLE B—MATTERS RELATING TO OTHER COUNTRIES 

Section 511. Report of resources and collec-
tion posture with regard to the South China 
Sea and East China Sea 

Section 511 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence to submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees an Intelligence Commu-
nity assessment on Intelligence Community 
resourcing and collection posture with regard 
to the South China Sea and East China Sea, 
not later than 180 days after the enactment of 
the Fiscal Year 2016 Intelligence Authorization 
Act. 

Section 512. Use of locally employed staff 
serving at a United States diplomatic facility 
in Cuba 

Section 512 requires the Secretary of State, 
not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, to ensure that key super-
visory positions at a United States diplomatic 
facility in Cuba are occupied by citizens of the 
United States who have passed a thorough 
background check. Further, not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the provision requires the Secretary of 
State, in coordination with other appropriate 
government agencies, to submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a plan to fur-
ther reduce the reliance on locally employed 
staff in United States diplomatic facilities in 
Cuba. The plan shall, at a minimum, include 
cost estimates, timelines, and numbers of em-
ployees to be replaced. 

Section 513. Inclusion of sensitive compart-
mented information facilities in United States 
diplomatic facilities in Cuba 

Section 513 requires that each United 
States diplomatic facility in Cuba—in which 
classified information will be processed or in 
which classified communications occur—that 
is constructed, or undergoes a construction 
upgrade, be constructed to include a sensitive 
compartmented information facility. 

Section 514. Report on use by Iran of funds 
made available through sanctions relief 

Section 514 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence, in consultation with the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report assessing 
the monetary value of any direct or indirect 
form of sanctions relief Iran has received since 
the Joint Plan of Action (JPOA) entered into 
effect, and how Iran has used funds made 
available through such sanctions relief. This 
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report shall be submitted every 180 days while 
the JPOA is in effect, and not later than 1 year 
after an agreement relating to Iran’s nuclear 
program takes effect, and annually thereafter 
while that agreement remains in effect. 
TITLE VI—MATTERS RELATING TO UNITED 

STATES NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, 
CUBA 

Section 601. Prohibition on use of funds for 
transfer or release of individual detained at 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, to the United States 
Section 601 states that no amounts author-

ized to be appropriated or otherwise made 
available to an element of the Intelligence 
Community may be used to transfer or release 
individuals detained at Guantanamo Bay to or 
within the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions. 

Section 602. Prohibition on use of funds to 
construct or modify facilities in the United 
States to house detainees transferred from 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba 
Section 602 states that no amounts author-

ized to be appropriated or otherwise made 
available to an element of the Intelligence 
Community may be used to construct or mod-
ify facilities in the United States, its territories, 
or possessions to house detainees transferred 
from Guantanamo Bay. 

Section 603. Prohibition on use of funds for 
transfer or release to certain countries of in-
dividuals detained at United States Naval 
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Section 603 states that no amounts author-

ized to be appropriated or otherwise made 
available to an element of the Intelligence 
Community may be used to transfer or release 
an individual detained at Guantanamo Bay to 
the custody or control of any country, or any 
entity within such country, as follows: Libya, 
Somalia, Syria, or Yemen. 

TITLE VII—REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 
SUBTITLE A—REPORTS 

Section 701. Repeal of certain reporting re-
quirements 
Section 701 repeals certain reporting re-

quirements. 

Section 702. Reports on foreign fighters 
Section 702 requires the Director of National 

Intelligence to submit a report every 60 days 
for the three years following the enactment of 
this Act to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees on foreign fighter flows to and from 
Syria and Iraq. Section 702 requires informa-
tion on the total number of foreign fighters 
who have traveled to Syria or Iraq, the total 
number of United States persons who have 
traveled or attempted to travel to Syria or Iraq, 
the total number of foreign fighters in Terrorist 
Identities Datamart Environment, the total 
number of foreign fighters who have been 
processed with biometrics, any programmatic 
updates to the foreign fighter report, and a 
worldwide graphic that describes foreign fight-
er flows to and from Syria. 

Section 703. Report on strategy, efforts, and 
resources to detect, deter, and degrade Is-
lamic State revenue mechanisms 
Section 703 requires the Director of National 

Intelligence to submit a report on the strategy, 
efforts, and resources of the Intelligence Com-
munity that are necessary to detect, deter, and 
degrade the revenue mechanisms of the Is-
lamic State. 

Section 704. Report on United States counter-
terrorism strategy to disrupt, dismantle, and 
defeat the Islamic State, al-Qa’ida, and their 
affiliated groups, associated groups, and ad-
herents 
Section 704 requires the President to submit 

to the appropriated congressional committees 
a comprehensive report on the counterter-
rorism strategy to disrupt, dismantle, and de-
feat the Islamic State, al-Qa’ida, and their af-
filiated groups, associated groups, and adher-
ents. 

Section 705. Report on effects of data breach 
of Office of Personnel Management 
Section 705 requires the President to trans-

mit to the congressional intelligence commu-
nities a report on the data breach of the Office 
of Personnel Management. Section 705 re-
quires information on the impact of the breach 
on Intelligence Community operations abroad, 
in addition to an assessment of how foreign 
persons, groups, or countries may use data 
collected by the breach and what Federal 
Government agencies use best practices to 
protect sensitive data. 

Section 706. Report on hiring of graduates of 
Cyber Corps Scholarship Program by intel-
ligence community 
Section 706 requires the Director of National 

Intelligence to submit to the congressional in-
telligence committees a report on the employ-
ment by the Intelligence Community of grad-
uates of the Cyber Corps Scholarship Pro-
gram. Section 706 requires information on the 
number of graduates hired by each element of 
the Intelligence Community, the recruitment 
process for each element of the Intelligence 
Community, and the Director recommenda-
tions for improving the hiring process. 

Section 707. Report on use of certain busi-
ness concerns 
Section 707 requires the Director of National 

Intelligence to submit to the congressional in-
telligence committees a report of covered 
business concerns—including minority-owned, 
women-owned, small disadvantaged, service- 
enabled veteran-owned, and veteran-owned 
small businesses—among contractors that are 
awarded contracts by the Intelligence Commu-
nity for goods, equipment, tools and services. 

SUBTITLE B—OTHER MATTERS 

Section 711. Use of homeland security grant 
funds in conjunction with Department of En-
ergy national laboratories 
Section 711 amends Section 2008 (a) of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 to clarify that 
the Department of Energy’s national labora-
tories may seek access to homeland security 
grant funds. 

Section 712. Inclusion of certain minority-serv-
ing institutions in grant program to enhance 
recruiting of intelligence community work-
force 
Section 712 amends the National Security 

Act of 1947 to include certain minority-serving 
institutions in the intelligence officer training 
programs established under Section 1024 of 
the Act. 

The following consists of the joint explana-
tory statement to accompany Division N, the 
Cybersecurity Act of 2015, of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2016. 

This joint explanatory statement reflects the 
status of negotiations and disposition of issues 
reached between the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, the House Permanent 

Select Committee on Intelligence, the Senate 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, and the House Committee 
on Homeland Security. The joint explanatory 
statement shall have the same effect with re-
spect to the implementation of this Act as if it 
were a joint explanatory statement of a com-
mittee of conference. 

The joint explanatory statement comprises 
an overview of the bill’s background and ob-
jectives, and a section-by-section analysis of 
the legislative text. 

PART I: BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR 
LEGISLATION 

Cybersecurity threats continue to affect our 
nation’s security and its economy, as losses to 
consumers, businesses, and the government 
from cyber attacks, penetrations, and disrup-
tions total billions of dollars. This legislation is 
designed to create a voluntary cybersecurity 
information sharing process that will encour-
age public and private sector entities to share 
cyber threat information, without legal barriers 
and the threat of unfounded litigation—while 
protecting private information. This in turn 
should foster greater cooperation and collabo-
ration in the face of growing cybersecurity 
threats to national and economic security. 

This legislation also includes provisions to 
improve Federal network and information sys-
tem security, provide assessments on the 
Federal cybersecurity workforce, and provide 
reporting and strategies on cybersecurity in-
dustry-related and criminal-related matters. 
The increased information sharing enabled by 
this bill is a critical step toward improving cy-
bersecurity in America. 

PART II: SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND 
EXPLANATION OF LEGISLATIVE TEXT 

The following is a section-by-section anal-
ysis and explanation of the Cybersecurity Act 
of 2015. 

TITLE I—CYBERSECURITY INFORMATION SHARING 

Section 101. Short title. 

Section 101 states that Title I may be cited 
as the ‘‘Cybersecurity Information Sharing Act 
of 2015.’’ 

Section 102. Definitions. 

Section 102 defines for purposes of this title 
key terms such as ‘‘cybersecurity purpose,’’ 
‘‘cybersecurity threat,’’ ‘‘cyber threat indicator,’’ 
‘‘defensive measure,’’ and ‘‘monitor.’’ The defi-
nition of ‘‘cybersecurity purpose’’ is meant to 
include a broad range of activities taken to 
protect information and information systems 
from cybersecurity threats. The authorizations 
under this Act are tied to conduct undertaken 
for a ‘‘cybersecurity purpose,’’ which both 
clarifies their scope and ensures that the au-
thorizations cover activities that can be per-
formed in conjunction with one another. For in-
stance, a private entity conducting monitoring 
activities to determine whether it should use 
an authorized ‘‘defensive measure’’ would be 
monitoring for a ‘‘cybersecurity purpose.’’ Sig-
nificantly, the authorization for ‘‘defensive 
measures’’ does not include activities that are 
generally considered ‘‘offensive’’ in nature, 
such as unauthorized access of, or execution 
of computer code on, another entity’s informa-
tion systems, such as ‘‘hacking back’’ activi-
ties, or any actions that would substantially 
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harm another private entity’s information sys-
tems, such as violations of section 1030, of 
title 18, United States Code. 

Section 103. Sharing of information by the 
Federal Government. 

Section 103 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Secretary of Defense, and the Attor-
ney General to jointly develop and issue pro-
cedures for the timely sharing of classified and 
unclassified cyber threat indicators and defen-
sive measures (hereinafter referenced collec-
tively in this joint explanatory statement as, 
‘‘cyber threat information’’) with relevant enti-
ties. 

These procedures must also ensure the 
Federal Government maintains: a real-time 
sharing capability; a process for notifying enti-
ties that have received cyber threat informa-
tion in error; protections against unauthorized 
access; and procedures to review and re-
move, prior to sharing cyber threat informa-
tion, any information not directly related to a 
cybersecurity threat known at the time of shar-
ing to be personal information of a specific in-
dividual or that identifies a specific individual, 
or to implement a technical capability to do the 
same. These procedures must be developed 
in consultation with appropriate Federal enti-
ties, including the Small Business Administra-
tion and the National Laboratories. 

Section 104. Authorizations for preventing, de-
tecting, analyzing, and mitigating cybersecu-
rity threats. 

Section 104 authorizes private entities to 
monitor their information systems, operate de-
fensive measures, and share and receive 
cyber threat information. Private entities must, 
prior to sharing cyber threat information, re-
view and remove any information not directly 
related to a cybersecurity threat known at the 
time of sharing to be personal information of 
a specific individual or that identifies a specific 
individual, or to implement and utilize a tech-
nical capability to do the same. 

Section 104 permits non-Federal entities to 
use cyber threat information for cybersecurity 
purposes, to monitor, or to operate defensive 
measures on their information systems or on 
those of another entity (upon written consent). 
Cyber threat information shared by an entity 
with a State, tribal, or local department or 
agency may be used for the purpose of pre-
venting, investigating, or prosecuting any of 
the offenses described in Section 105, below. 
Cyber threat information is exempt from dis-
closure under any State, tribal, local, or free-
dom of information or similar law. 

Section 104 further provides that two or 
more private entities are not in violation of 
antitrust laws for exchanging or providing 
cyber threat information, or for assisting with 
the prevention, investigation, or mitigation of a 
cybersecurity threat. 

Section 105. Sharing of cyber threat indicators 
and defensive measures with the Federal 
Government. 

Section 105 directs the Attorney General 
and Secretary of Homeland Security to jointly 
develop policies and procedures to govern 
how the Federal Government shares informa-
tion about cyber threats, including via an auto-
mated real-time process that allows for infor-
mation systems to exchange identified cyber 
threat information without manual efforts, sub-

ject to limited exceptions that must be agreed 
upon in advance. Section 105 also directs the 
Attorney General and Secretary of Homeland 
Security, in coordination with heads of appro-
priate Federal entities and in consultation with 
certain privacy officials and relevant private 
entities, to jointly issue and make publicly 
available final privacy and civil liberties guide-
lines for Federal entity-based cyber informa-
tion sharing. 

Section 105 directs the Secretary of Home-
land Security, in coordination with heads of 
appropriate Federal entities, to develop, imple-
ment, and certify the capability and process 
through which the Federal Government re-
ceives cyber threat information shared by a 
non-Federal entity with the Federal Govern-
ment. This section also provides the President 
with the authority to designate an appropriate 
Federal entity, other than the Department of 
Defense (including the National Security Agen-
cy), to develop and implement an additional 
capability and process following a certification 
and explanation to Congress, as described in 
this section. The capability and process at the 
Department of Homeland Security, or at any 
additional appropriate Federal entity des-
ignated by the President, does not prohibit 
otherwise lawful disclosures of information re-
lated to criminal activities, Federal investiga-
tions, or statutorily or contractually required 
disclosures. However, this section does not 
preclude the Department of Defense, including 
the National Security Agency from assisting in 
the development and implementation of a ca-
pability and process established consistent 
with this title. It also shall not be read to pre-
clude any department or agency from request-
ing technical assistance or staffing a request 
for technical assistance. 

Section 105 further provides that cyber 
threat information shared with the Federal 
Government does not waive any privilege or 
protection, may be deemed proprietary infor-
mation by the originating entity, and is exempt 
from certain disclosure laws. Cyber threat in-
formation may be used by the Federal govern-
ment for: cybersecurity purposes; identifying a 
cybersecurity threat or vulnerability; respond-
ing to, preventing, or mitigating a specific 
threat of death, a specific threat of serious 
bodily harm, or a specific threat of serious 
economic harm, including a terrorist act or a 
use of a weapon of mass destruction; re-
sponding to, investigating, prosecuting, pre-
venting, or mitigating a serious threat to a 
minor; or preventing, investigating, disrupting, 
or prosecuting an offense arising out of certain 
cyber-related criminal activities. 

Finally, Section 105 provides that cyber 
threat information shared with the Federal 
Government shall not be used by any Federal, 
State, tribal, or local government to regulate 
non-Federal entities’ lawful activities. 

Section 106. Protection from liability. 
Section 106 provides liability protection for 

private entities that monitor, share, or receive 
cyber threat information in accordance with 
Title I, notwithstanding any other provision of 
Federal, State, local, or tribal law. Section 106 
further clarifies that nothing in Title I creates a 
duty to share cyber threat information or a 
duty to warn or act based on receiving cyber 
threat information. At the same time, nothing 
in Title I broadens, narrows, or otherwise af-
fects any existing duties that might be im-
posed by other law; Title I also does not limit 
any common law or statutory defenses. 

Section 107. Oversight of Government activi-
ties. 

Section 107 requires reports and rec-
ommendations on implementation, compli-
ance, and privacy assessments by agency 
heads, Inspectors General, and the Comp-
troller General of the United States, to ensure 
that cyber threat information is properly re-
ceived, handled, and shared by the Federal 
Government. 

Section 108. Construction and preemption. 

Section 108 contains Title I construction 
provisions regarding lawful disclosures; whis-
tleblower protections; protection of sources 
and methods; relationship to other laws; pro-
hibited conduct, such as anti-competitive ac-
tivities; information sharing relationships; pres-
ervation of contractual rights and obligations; 
anti-tasking restrictions, including conditions 
on cyber threat information sharing; informa-
tion use and retention; Federal preemption of 
State laws that restrict or regulate Title I activi-
ties, excluding those concerning the use of au-
thorized law enforcement practices and proce-
dures; regulatory authorities; the Secretary of 
Defense’s authorities to conduct certain cyber 
operations; and Constitutional protections in 
criminal prosecutions. 

Section 109. Report on cybersecurity threats. 

Section 109 requires the Director of National 
Intelligence, with the heads of other appro-
priate Intelligence Community elements, to 
submit a report to the congressional intel-
ligence committees on cybersecurity threats, 
including cyber attacks, theft, and data 
breaches. 

Section 110 Exception to limitation on author-
ity of Secretary of Defense to disseminate 
certain information. 

Section 110 clarifies that, notwithstanding 
Section 393(c)(3) of title 10, United States 
Code, the Secretary of Defense may authorize 
the sharing of cyber threat indicators and de-
fensive measures pursuant to the policies, 
procedures, and guidelines developed or 
issued under this title. 

Section 111. Effective period. 

Section 111 establishes Title I and the 
amendments therein are effective during the 
period beginning on the date of enactment of 
this Act and ending on September 30, 2025. 
The provisions of Title I will remain in effect 
however, for action authorized by Title I or in-
formation obtained pursuant to action author-
ized by Title I, prior to September 30, 2025. 

TITLE II—NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY 
ADVANCEMENT 

SUBTITLE A—NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY AND 
COMMUNICATIONS INTEGRATION CENTER 

Section 201. Short title. 

Section 201 establishes that Title II, Subtitle 
A may be cited as the ‘‘National Cybersecurity 
Protection Advancement Act of 2015’’. 

Section 202. Definitions. 

Section 202 defines for purposes of Title II, 
Subtitle A, the terms ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees,’’ ‘‘cybersecurity risk,’’ ‘‘inci-
dent,’’ ‘‘cyber threat indicator,’’ ‘‘defensive 
measure,’’ ‘‘Department,’’ and ‘‘Secretary.’’ 
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Section 203. Information sharing structure and 

processes. 
Section 203 enhances the functions of the 

Department of Homeland Security’s National 
Cybersecurity and Communications Integration 
Center, established in section 227 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (redesignated 
by this Act). It designates the Center as a 
Federal civilian interface for multi-directional 
and cross-sector information sharing related to 
cybersecurity risks, incidents, analysis and 
warnings for Federal and non-Federal entities, 
including the implementation of Title I of this 
Act. This section requires the Center to en-
gage with international partners; conduct infor-
mation sharing with Federal and non-Federal 
entities; participate in national exercises; and 
assess and evaluate consequence, vulner-
ability and threat information regarding cyber 
incidents to public safety communications. Ad-
ditionally, this section requires the Center to 
collaborate with state and local governments 
on cybersecurity risks and incidents. The Cen-
ter will comply with all policies, regulations, 
and laws that protect the privacy and civil lib-
erties of United States persons, including by 
working with the Privacy Officer to ensure the 
Center follows the privacy policies and proce-
dures established by title I of this Act. 

Section 203 requires the Department of 
Homeland Security, in coordination with indus-
try and other stakeholders, to develop an 
automated capability for the timely sharing of 
cyber threat indicators and defensive meas-
ures. It is critical for the Department to de-
velop an automated system and supporting 
processes for the Center to disseminate cyber 
threat indicators and defensive measures in a 
timely manner. 

This section permits the Center to enter into 
voluntary information sharing relationships with 
any consenting non-Federal entity for the 
sharing of cyber threat indicators, defensive 
measures, and information for cybersecurity 
purposes. This section is intended to provide 
the Department of Homeland Security addi-
tional options to enter into streamlined vol-
untary information sharing agreements. This 
section allows the Center to utilize standard 
and negotiated agreements as the types of 
agreements that non-Federal entities may 
enter into with the Center. However, it makes 
clear that agreements are not limited to just 
these types, and preexisting agreements be-
tween the Center and the non-Federal entity 
will be in compliance with this section. 

Section 203 requires the Director of the 
Center to report directly to the Secretary for 
significant cybersecurity risks and incidents. 
This section requires the Secretary to submit 
to Congress a report on the range of efforts 
underway to bolster cybersecurity collabora-
tion with international partners. Section 203 al-
lows the Secretary to develop and adhere to 
Department policies and procedures for co-
ordinating vulnerability disclosures. 

Section 204. Information sharing and analysis 
organizations. 
Section 204 amends Section 212 of the 

Homeland Security Act to clarify the functions 
of Information Sharing and Analysis Organiza-
tions (ISA0s) to include cybersecurity risk and 
incident information beyond that pertaining to 
critical infrastructure. ISA0s, including Informa-
tion Sharing and Analysis Centers (ISACs) 
have an important role to play in facilitating in-
formation sharing going forward and has clari-

fied their functions as defined in the Homeland 
Security Act. 

Section 205. National response framework 

Section 205 amends the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 to require the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, with proper 
coordination, to regularly update the Cyber In-
cident Annex to the National Response 
Framework of the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

Section 206 Report on reducing cybersecurity 
risks in DHS data centers. 

Section 206 requires the Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security to submit a 
report to Congress not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act on the 
feasibility of using compartmentalization be-
tween systems to create conditions conducive 
to reduced cybersecurity risks in data centers. 

Section 207. Assessment. 

Section 207 requires the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act to sub-
mit a report on the implementation of Title II, 
including increases in the sharing of cyber 
threat indicators at the National Cybersecurity 
and Communications Integration Center and 
throughout the United States. 

Section 208. Multiple simultaneous cyber inci-
dents at critical infrastructure. 

Section 208 requires the appropriate De-
partment of Homeland Security Under Sec-
retary to draft and submit to Congress not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act a report on the feasibility of pro-
ducing a risk-informed plan to address the 
risks of multiple simultaneous cyber incidents 
affecting critical infrastructure as well as cas-
cade effects. 

Section 209. Report on cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities of United States ports. 

Section 209 requires the Secretary of 
Homeland Security not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act to sub-
mit to Congress a report on the vulnerability of 
United States ports to cybersecurity incidents, 
as well as potential mitigations. 

Section 210. Prohibition on new regulatory au-
thority. 

Section 210 clarifies that the Secretary of 
Homeland Security does not gain any addi-
tional regulatory authorities in this subtitle. 

Section 211. Termination of reporting require-
ments. 

Section 211 adds a 7–year sunset on the 
reporting requirements in Title II, Subtitle A. 

SUBTITLE B—FEDERAL CYBERSECCRITY 
ENHANCEMENT 

Section 221. Short title. 

Section 221 establishes that Title II, Subtitle 
B may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Cybersecurity 
Enhancement Act of 2015’’. 

Section 222. Definitions. 

Section 222 defines for purposes of Title II, 
Subtitle B, the terms ‘‘agency,’’ ‘‘agency infor-
mation system,’’ ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees,’’ ‘‘cybersecurity risk,’’ ‘‘information 
system,’’ ‘‘Director,’’ ‘‘intelligence community,’’ 
‘‘national security system,’’ and ‘‘Secretary.’’ 

Section 223. Improved Federal network secu-
rity. 
Section 223 amends the Homeland Security 

Act of 2002 by amending Section 228, as re-
designated, to require an intrusion assessment 
plan for Federal agencies and adding a Sec-
tion 230 to authorize a federal intrusion detec-
tion and prevention capabilities’’ for Federal 
agencies. 

Section 230 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as added by Section 223(a) of the bill, 
authorizes the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to employ the Department’s intrusion detection 
and intrusion prevention capabilities, oper-
ationally implemented under the ‘‘EINSTEIN’’ 
programs, to scan agencies’ network traffic for 
malicious activity and block it. The Secretary 
and agencies with sensitive data are expected 
to confer regarding the sensitivity of, and stat-
utory protections otherwise applicable to, infor-
mation on agency information systems. The 
Secretary is expected to ensure that the poli-
cies and procedures developed under section 
230 appropriately restrict and limit Department 
access, use, retention, and handling of such 
information to protect the privacy and con-
fidentiality of such information, including en-
suring that the Department protects such sen-
sitive data from disclosure, and trains appro-
priate staff accordingly. 

Section 223(b) mandates that agencies de-
ploy and adopt those capabilities within one 
year for all network traffic traveling to or from 
each information system owned or operated 
by the agency, or two months after the capa-
bilities are first made available to the agency, 
whichever is later. The subsection also re-
quires that agencies adopt improvements 
added to the intrusion detection and preven-
tion capabilities six months after they are 
made available. Improvements is intended to 
be read broadly to describe expansion of the 
capabilities, new systems, and added tech-
nologies, for example: non-signature based 
detection systems such as heuristic- and be-
havior-based detection, new countermeasures 
to block malicious traffic beyond e-mail filtering 
and Domain Name System (DNS)-sinkholing,1 
and scanning techniques that allow scanning 
of encrypted traffic. 

Section 224. Advanced internal defenses. 
Section 224 directs the Secretary of Home-

land Security to add advanced network secu-
rity tools to the Continuous Diagnostics and 
Mitigation program; develop and implement a 
plan to ensure agency use of advanced net-
work security tools; and, with the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, 
prioritize advanced security tools and update 
metrics used to measure security under the 
Federal Information Security Management Act 
of 2002. 

Section 225. Federal cybersecurity require-
ments. 
Section 225 adds a statutory requirement 

for the head of each agency not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this Act 
to implement several standards on their net-
works to include identification of sensitive and 
mission critical data, use of encryption, and 
multi-factor authentication. 

Section 226. Assessment; reports. 
Section 226 includes a requirement for a 

Government Accountability Office study to be 
conducted on the effectiveness of this ap-
proach and strategy. It also requires reports 
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from the Department of Homeland Security, 
Federal Chief Information Officer, and the Of-
fice of Management and Budget. Required re-
porting includes an annual report from the De-
partment of Homeland Security on the effec-
tiveness and privacy controls of the intrusion 
detection and prevention capabilities; informa-
tion on adoption of the intrusion detection and 
capabilities at agencies in the Office of Man-
agement and Budget’s annual Federal Infor-
mation Security Management Act report; an 
assessment by the Federal Chief Information 
Officer within two years of enactment as to 
continued value of the intrusion detection and 
prevention capabilities; and a Government Ac-
countability report in three years on the effec-
tiveness of Federal agencies’ approach to se-
curing agency information systems. 

Section 227. Termination. 
Section 227 creates a 7-year sunset for the 

authorization of the intrusion detection and 
prevention capabilities in Section 230 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002, as added by 
Section 223(a). 

Section 228. Identification of information sys-
tems relating to national security. 
Section 228 requires the Director of National 

Intelligence and the Director of the Office of 
Management, in coordination with other agen-
cies, not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act to identify unclassified 
information systems that could reveal classi-
fied information, and submit a report assess-
ing the risks associated with a breach of such 
systems and the costs and impact to des-
ignate such systems as national security sys-
tems. 

Section 229. Direction to agencies. 
Section 229 authorizes the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to issue an emergency di-
rective to the head of an agency to take any 
lawful action with respect to the operation of 
an information system for the purpose of pro-
tecting such system from an information secu-
rity threat. In situations in which the Secretary 
has determined there is an imminent threat to 
an agency, the Secretary may authorize the 
use of intrusion detection and prevention ca-
pabilities in accordance with established pro-
cedures, including notice to the affected agen-
cy. 

TITLE III—FEDERAL CYBERSECURITY 
WORKFORCE ASSESSMENT 

Section 301. Short title. 
Section 301 establishes Title III may be 

cited as the ‘‘Federal Cybersecurity Workforce 
Assessment Act of 2015’’. 

Section 302. Definitions. 
Section 302 defines for purposes of Title III 

the terms ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees,’’ ‘‘Director,’’ ‘‘National Initiative for Cyber-
security Education,’’ and ‘‘work roles.’’ 

Section 303. National cybersecurity workforce 
measurement initiative. 
Section 303 requires the head of each Fed-

eral agency to identify all positions within the 
agency that require the performance of cyber-
security or other cyber-related functions, and 
report the percentage of personnel in such po-
sitions holding the appropriate certifications, 
the level of preparedness of personnel without 
certifications to take certification exams, and a 
strategy for mitigating any identified certifi-
cation and training gaps. 

Section 304. Identification of cyber-related 
work roles of critical need. 

Section 304 requires the head of each Fed-
eral agency to identify information technology, 
cybersecurity, or other cyber-related roles of 
critical need in the agency’s workforce, and 
substantiate as such in a report to the Director 
of the Office of Personnel Management. Sec-
tion 304 also requires the Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management to submit a 
subsequent report not later than 2 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, on crit-
ical needs for information technology, cyberse-
curity, or other cyber-related workforce across 
all Federal agencies, and the implementation 
of this section. 

Section 305. Government Accountability Office 
status reports. 

Section 305 requires the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States to analyze and mon-
itor the implementation of sections 303 and 
304 and not later than 3 years after the date 
of the enactment of this Act submit a report on 
the status of such implementation. 

TITLE IV—OTHER CYBER MATTERS 

Section 401. Study on mobile device security. 

Section 401 requires the Secretary of 
Homeland Security not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act to con-
duct a study on threats relating to the security 
of the mobile devices used by the Federal 
Government, and submit a report detailing the 
findings and recommendations arising from 
such study. 

Section 402. Department of State international 
cyberspace policy strategy. 

Section 402 requires the Secretary of State 
not later than 90 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act to produce a comprehen-
sive strategy relating to United States inter-
national policy with regard to cyberspace, to 
include a review of actions taken by the Sec-
retary of State in support of the President’s 
International Strategy for Cyberspace and a 
description of threats to United States national 
security in cyberspace. 

Section 403. Apprehension and prosecution of 
international cyber criminals. 

Section 403 requires the Secretary of State, 
or a designee, to consult with countries in 
which international cyber criminals are phys-
ically present and extradition to the United 
States is unlikely, to determine what efforts 
the foreign country has taken to apprehend, 
prosecute, or otherwise prevent the carrying 
out of cybercrimes against United States per-
sons or interests. Section 403 further requires 
an annual report that includes statistics and 
extradition status about such international 
cyber criminals. 

Section 404. Enhancement of emergency 
services. 

Section 404 requires the Secretary of 
Homeland Security not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act to estab-
lish a process by which a Statewide Interoper-
ability Coordinator may report data on any cy-
bersecurity risk or incident involving any infor-
mation system or network used by emergency 
response providers within the state. Reported 
data will be analyzed and used in developing 
information and recommendations on security 
and resilience on measures for information 

systems and networks used by state emer-
gency response providers. 

Section 405. Improving cybersecurity in the 
health care industry. 
Section 405 requires the Secretary of Health 

and Human Services to establish a task force 
and not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of the task force to submit a report on 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices and the health care industry’s prepared-
ness to respond to cybersecurity threats. In 
support of the report, the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services will convene health care 
industry stakeholders, cybersecurity experts, 
and other appropriate entities, to establish a 
task force for analyzing and disseminating in-
formation on industry-specific cybersecurity 
challenges and solutions. 

Consistent with subsection (e), it is 
Congress’s intention to allow Health and 
Human Services the flexibility to leverage and 
incorporate ongoing activities as of the day 
before the date of enactment of this act to ac-
complish the goals set forth for this task force. 

Section 406. Federal computer security. 
Section 406 requires the Inspector General 

of any agency operating a national security 
system, or a Federal computer system that 
provides access to personally identifiable infor-
mation, not later than 240 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act to submit a report re-
garding the federal computer systems of such 
agency, to include information on the stand-
ards and processes for granting or denying 
specific requests to obtain and use information 
and related information processing services, 
and a description of the data security manage-
ment practices used by the agency. 

Section 407. Stopping the fraudulent sale 
offinancial information of people of the 
United States. 
Section 407 amends 18 U.S. Code § 1029 

by enabling the Federal Government to pros-
ecute overseas criminals who profit from finan-
cial information that has been stolen from 
Americans. 

ENDNOTE 
1 Use of a DNS server configured to direct 

attackers away from network infrastructure. 
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I am very 

pleased to yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM), the ranking 
minority member of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of this omnibus appropria-
tions agreement. 

This agreement reflects a truly bi-
partisan compromise that fulfills Con-
gress’ most basic responsibility: to 
fund the operations of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

As the ranking member of the Inte-
rior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies Subcommittee, I am thrilled to be 
supporting our subcommittee’s section 
of the bill. I want to remind everyone 
that in July, our bill died on the floor. 
It was underfunded, and it was loaded 
with partisan riders that harmed the 
environment and failed to meet the 
needs of the American people. 

This is not a perfect bill, but it is a 
remarkable improvement. This bill 
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provides critical resources to impor-
tant programs ranging from clean air 
and water, natural resources, to Native 
Americans and the arts. For the first 
time in 5 years, the Environmental 
Protection Agency is not being cut. 

The agreement provides $93 million 
in increased support to the National 
Park Service programs, and it funds 
the National Parks Centennial Initia-
tive. Democrats and Republicans are 
equally committed to fund Native 
American programs, which received an 
increase of 5 percent over 2015, impor-
tant increases for education, health, 
and tribal government programs. 

The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund is reauthorized for 3 years and 
funded at $450 million, the highest level 
of funding since 2010. The National En-
dowment for the Arts and Humanities 
are funded at the President’s request, 
which is terrific. 

The real victory that is here for the 
American people is that this agreement 
removes policy riders that were bad for 
the environment, bad for our air and 
our water, and bad for our families. 
Those riders are gone from this bill, 
and that is a victory. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man CALVERT for a very positive work-
ing relationship this year, and I appre-
ciate the courtesy and the respect the 
gentleman and the Republican staff 
have shown me and my staff. The 
Democratic Appropriations staff 
worked incredibly hard to protect our 
priorities in this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support. 
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY), the 
distinguished chairman of the Agri-
culture Committee. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the chairman and Chairman 
ADERHOLT for the consideration they 
gave to our input. They were kind in 
that consideration, and we certainly 
appreciate that. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard reasons 
why to vote for this bill: defense spend-
ing and lifting the ban on crude oil. Let 
me add one other aspect, and that is 
the repeal of the Country of Origin La-
beling requirements that are currently 
in law. By repealing Country of Origin 
Labeling, we help American producers 
avoid in excess of $1 billion of retalia-
tory measures that Mexico and Canada 
are spring-loading to begin applying 
against American production. This re-
peal avoids that. Mr. Speaker, in my 
view, this adds additional weight to 
why I am supporting this bill. 

I would hope that my colleagues 
would look at the defense spending and 
look at the crude oil ban, but also look 
at the repeal of COOL as a reason why 
to support this bill and move it to the 
Senate and then to the President’s 
desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ as I am. With that, again, I 
thank the chairman for his consider-
ation during this process. We appre-
ciate being a part of the work, and I 
look forward to supporting it. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. FATTAH), a senior mem-
ber of the Appropriations Committee. 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman, and I thank Chair-
man ROGERS and the work of the staff. 

Mr. Speaker, I think we have a bill 
here that the House can fully embrace. 
The point that I want to make is that 
we have in this bill major spending pro-
grams that are going to help tens of 
millions of Americans improve their 
life chances. 

On the health side, on education, and 
on housing, I particularly want to indi-
cate how pleased I am that we were 
able to increase very significantly our 
investments in brain science and brain 
research. We were able to almost dou-
ble the President’s request on youth 
mentoring. There are areas—every-
thing from Commercial Crew to efforts 
to combat drug addiction—that would 
commend this bill for favorable sup-
port here in this House. 

I want to thank the committee for 
all of its great work. I want to particu-
larly thank my staff for the work that 
they have done. We will have a chance 
to indicate, as we go forward after the 
holiday, some of the particulars, but I 
will single out one right here right 
now. 

There was a young police officer who 
was in a gun battle in my district try-
ing to protect life and property. Our 
commissioner said it was the most cou-
rageous act he ever saw of a police offi-
cer. In this bill today, we name a pro-
gram in the Department of Justice, a 
program focused on lessening violence 
against police officers, after this young 
officer, Robert Wilson III. 

It is not an effort in which we want 
to just think about money. I thank the 
chairman and the ranking member for 
their cooperation in this effort because 
I think it, in symbol and in substance, 
says to those who protect our commu-
nities that we, indeed, care about them 
and we understand the dangers that 
they face. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, may I ask 
how much time is remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York has 41⁄2 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from 
Kentucky has 4 minutes remaining. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as we close this debate, 
I want to extend my appreciation, 
again, to Chairman ROGERS, his staff, 
my able staff, and my chairman, KAY 
GRANGER. It has really been a pleasure 
working together to produce this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, as we close this session, 
I just want to reiterate the message 
that Chairman ROGERS has been shar-
ing with us on the committee and here 
on the floor of the House: it is time for 
regular order. We should deal with each 
of the 12 bills independently and bring 
them to the floor for a vote. Although 

there has been a lot of negotiation and 
a lot of compromise working on this 
omnibus bill, I am very proud of the 
product that we produce. 

Whether it is funding the National 
Institutes of Health or education or 
Head Start or taking care of our vet-
erans or in this very, very difficult 
time where we have challenges all over 
the world, I close my comments to tell 
Chairman ROGERS what a pleasure it is 
to work with him and to complete this 
bill, which I know—I know—will have 
an important impact on our families, 
our veterans, and all those who serve 
in the military with such distinction. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), the 
distinguished chairman of the Labor- 
HHS Subcommittee of our Appropria-
tions Committee. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Frankly, I want to, number one, tell 
you how pleased I am with the portion 
of the bill that we were able to work 
with. My friend, the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from Connecticut, and I 
worked together, and our members 
worked hard. 

We are exceptionally pleased to begin 
to reinvest again at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, to put $350 million for 
additional research in Alzheimer’s, to 
put over $500 million into additional 
early childhood education, to send 
back to the States, frankly, over $400 
million for IDEA, and to help school 
districts deal with children with spe-
cial needs. 

We were exceptionally pleased to be 
able to preserve—in fact, aid—some-
thing that the President had signifi-
cantly reduced. But in saying that, I 
want to say we had a good working re-
lationship with the administration. 

So this is a good product. This actu-
ally serves some really important pur-
poses. I felt like we worked together in 
a bipartisan way to prioritize things 
that matter to all of us and certainly 
that matter very deeply to the Amer-
ican people. 

I want to, again, close by thanking 
my good friend from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO) for working with us. I want 
to particularly thank my friend, the 
ranking member, who worked very 
hard. I am especially proud of my 
chairman, Mr. ROGERS from Kentucky, 
because I think he not only produced a 
very good product under very difficult 
circumstances, he also has brought us 
closer to restoring full regular order, 
which I know is his aim. 

The last people to thank, of course, 
are the people that make it all pos-
sible. We have had just a brilliant staff 
effort, hardworking, dedicated, thor-
oughly professional, and, frankly, bi-
partisan. So I want to thank each and 
every one of them. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t single 
out, if I may, Mr. Speaker, my own 
chief clerk, Susan Ross, who I thought 
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did an exceptional job, and to also 
thank Will Smith, our chief clerk of 
the committee for his extraordinary 
job. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the 
bill. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, may I ask 
how much time is remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York has 21⁄2 min-
utes remaining. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 21⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the distinguished 
whip. 

b 1430 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Ranking Member LOWEY and Chairman 
ROGERS for their leadership on this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no such thing 
as a perfect bill. There are a number of 
things about this bill that I would 
change—and, to that extent, I am prob-
ably like everybody else in this 
House—and that I opposed when they 
were brought to the floor on their own; 
specifically, ending the 40-year ban on 
crude oil exports. 

However, this bill, in addition, fails 
to include language that will enable 
Puerto Rico to restructure its debt at 
no cost to the taxpayer, which is a re-
source the Puerto Rican Government 
deserves to avoid real harm to our citi-
zens living on the island. The Speaker 
has indicated a willingness to work 
across the aisle on this early next year. 
We must do so. 

But this omnibus represents a com-
promise that will avert a government 
shutdown and continue our investment 
in national security, education, hous-
ing, public health, innovation, environ-
mental protection, and maintaining 
justice. No one—as never happens—is 
going to get everything they want or 
prevent everything they oppose from 
being included. 

Businesses and workers across our 
country deserve the certainty that 
comes from ensuring that our govern-
ment remains open and serving the 
American people. 

I am glad that the most egregious 
partisan policy riders were removed 
from this bill. I congratulate Mr. ROG-
ERS and Mrs. LOWEY for that accom-
plishment. 

I believe we can do better, especially 
when it comes to making investments 
in areas that grow our economy, such 
as infrastructure, research and innova-
tion, higher education, and workforce 
development. 

But I will support this omnibus, and 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
omnibus because we must not let the 
perfect stand in the way of the prac-
tical and the appropriate. 

It is our responsibility not to kick 
the can down the road with a con-
tinuing resolution, but to pass com-
monsense appropriations that avert the 
dangers to our economy that stem 
from a shutdown. This bill achieves 
those goals. I hope we can move into 

the new year with a renewed sense of 
what we ought to do together to invest 
in a stronger future for America. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this omnibus bill. 

I thank Mr. ROGERS and Mrs. LOWEY 
for their leadership. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman from New 
York has expired. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, we would not be here 
without the work of this great staff 
that we have mentioned time and again 
today. These people have worked tire-
less hours all night. They have had one 
day off since before Thanksgiving, and 
that was Thanksgiving day itself. I 
want to say a word of thanks again to 
the great staff, led by the chief clerk, 
Will Smith. 

I thank Will for the great job and 
Jim Kulikowski, his deputy, and all of 
the other staff on both sides of the 
aisle. Thank you so much to David for 
his great work. 

Mr. Speaker, we should not be here 
under these circumstances. We should 
not be here dealing with a bill that 
funds the entire government in one 
package, this so-called omnibus appro-
priations bill. 

We are supposed to pass 12 separate 
bills, bring them to the floor sepa-
rately, and then conference with the 
Senate separately. We were on track to 
do that. We got the earliest start in 
our history this year. Yet, the Senate 
refused to allow any of the bills we 
sent over to be brought to the floor, 
forcing us into this omnibus. 

Next year I hope it is different and I 
hope the Senate will bring these bills 
to their floor so we can separate them 
into 12 different packages, conference 
them, debate them, amend them, and 
pass them in regular order. In the 
meantime, this is our only choice to 
keep the government open, and that is 
to pass this omnibus appropriations 
bill. 

I want to thank all of the members of 
my committee, all of the chairmen of 
the subcommittees, all of the ranking 
members on the other side, and all of 
the staff on the subcommittee level, 
who have worked time and again night 
after night on putting together this ex-
tremely large and complex appropria-
tions bill and added to it several other 
authorizing pieces of legislation that 
were tacked onto this bill. 

Nevertheless, it is a good bill. There 
are things I wish I could have gotten in 
the bill that we were unable to. I am 
sure my counterpart, Mrs. LOWEY, has 
the same feeling. But this is the best 
we can do. 

I urge Members to vote for the bill. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

support the fiscal year 2016 Omnibus Appro-
priations bill. 

The Interior division of the Omnibus is a 
very difficult piece of the bill with many com-
peting needs and interests. This legislation at-

tempts to fairly balance the needs of our 
agencies and programs. It also continues the 
Subcommittee’s work on fire, domestic energy 
production, the National Parks, and tribal pro-
grams. 

This bill provides funding for fire suppres-
sion at the 10-year average level and includes 
a total of $1 billion in the FLAME wildfire sup-
pression reserve account to help avoid the 
need to borrow resources from other forest 
programs to put out wildland fires. It also pro-
vides additional resources to reduce haz-
ardous fuel loads on public lands. 

It provides additional funding for the Na-
tional Park Service, including new funds for 
initiatives related to the Service’s Centennial 
next year and the Centennial Challenge 
matching grant program. This bill makes sig-
nificant investments in healthcare, law en-
forcement and educational programs in Indian 
Country. We have made a concerted effort to 
meet our moral and legal obligations, and to 
honor our longstanding commitments, to 
American Indians and Alaska Natives. 

This bill also promotes voluntary, non-regu-
latory fish and wildlife conservation programs 
in partnership with States and Tribes, and in-
creases funding for important international pro-
grams. 

This bill builds on previous efforts to pro-
mote domestic energy and mineral develop-
ment both onshore and offshore. I know that 
many Western Members are disappointed— 
I’m disappointed. Many important and well-de-
veloped policy provisions so important to the 
west were removed at the insistence of the 
other side of the aisle and in deference to a 
unique opportunity to expand energy exports. 
However, permanently lifting the ban on oil ex-
ports will yield economic benefits for genera-
tions and will improve America’s geopolitical 
posture in the world. 

Next year I will be working with the Chair-
man of the Full Committee and Leadership to 
ensure regular order so that all our Member 
interests are represented in the normal appro-
priations process, and are not swept up in the 
kind of negotiations that are required to 
produce an Omnibus. 

Before I close, I want to thank our Ranking 
Member, Ms. MCCOLLUM, of Minnesota. She 
has been a frank and honest partner and 
friend this year as we worked through our 
hearings, wrote our bill, and moved it through 
the legislative process to completion. 

I also want to thank Chairman ROGERS for 
his support of the Interior Subcommittee and 
leadership of the full Committee. Kudos to 
you, Mr. Chairman, for bringing the fiscal year 
2016 appropriations process to a successful 
conclusion again this year. 

Finally, I would like to thank the staff who 
have worked hundreds of hours on this bill. 
My clerk Dave LesStrang, Darren Benjamin, 
Betsy Bina, Jason Gray, Jackie Kilroy, and 
Kristin Richmond. Also Ian Foley and Rebecca 
Keightley in my office. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I urge Members on 
both sides of the aisle to support this impor-
tant legislation. I want to wish my colleagues 
a very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday 
season. 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to thank 
you for recognizing the need to make this 
country safer from such horrible highly infec-
tious diseases such as Ebola. I am glad that 
the 113th Congress had the foresight to im-
prove our preventive and treatment options to 
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fight Ebola during consideration of the Fiscal 
Year 2015 Appropriations Act that included 
emergency funding to protect our American 
citizens from this disease should such deadly 
illnesses ever spread to the USA. 

As we debate the Fiscal Year 2016 Omni-
bus Appropriations package before us today 
we have again wisely included language that 
will allow the unused funds from the emer-
gency supplemental to be used to assist insti-
tutions to not only buy equipment and instru-
ments but to also perform much needed ren-
ovation to existing structures and construct or 
expand facilities. It is vitally important that we 
maintain a core infrastructure capacity to pre-
serve our national readiness capability. The 
use of already appropriated funds for the pur-
poses of purchasing equipment, construction, 
renovation or expansion is prudent and appro-
priate. 

I rise just to thank you for your diligence on 
this and your foresight to prevent the possi-
bility of an outbreak of a highly infectious ill-
ness like Ebola from occurring in the United 
States. I also appreciate the Chairman’s part-
nership in ensuring that we were able to ad-
dress this need without adding new funding 
and still strengthen our country’s defenses 
against highly infectious diseases. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 566, 
the previous question is ordered on this 
portion of the divided question. 

The question is: Will the House con-
cur in the Senate amendment with the 
House amendment specified in section 
3(a) of House Resolution 566? 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to section 2 of House Resolution 566 
and clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

HIGHER EDUCATION EXTENSION 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 
3594) to extend temporarily the Federal 
Perkins Loan program, and for other 
purposes, with the Senate amendment 
thereto, and concur in the Senate 
amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

HARDY). The Clerk will report the Sen-
ate amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Perkins 
Loan Program Extension Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF FEDERAL PERKINS LOAN 

PROGRAM. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO MAKE LOANS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 461 of the Higher 

Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087aa) is 
amended— 

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘of stimu-
lating and assisting in the establishment and 
maintenance of funds at institutions of higher 
education for the making of low-interest loans 
to students in need thereof’’ and inserting ‘‘as-
sisting in the maintenance of funds at institu-
tions of higher education for the making of 
loans to undergraduate students in need’’; 

(B) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY TO MAKE LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) LOANS FOR NEW UNDERGRADUATE FED-

ERAL PERKINS LOAN BORROWERS.—Through Sep-
tember 30, 2017, an institution of higher edu-
cation may make a loan under this part to an 
eligible undergraduate student who, on the date 
of disbursement of a loan made under this part, 
has no outstanding balance of principal or in-
terest on a loan made under this part from the 
student loan fund established under this part by 
the institution, but only if the institution has 
awarded all Federal Direct Loans, as referenced 
under subparagraphs (A) and (D) of section 
455(a)(2), for which such undergraduate student 
is eligible. 

‘‘(B) LOANS FOR CURRENT UNDERGRADUATE 
FEDERAL PERKINS LOAN BORROWERS.—Through 
September 30, 2017, an institution of higher edu-
cation may make a loan under this part to an 
eligible undergraduate student who, on the date 
of disbursement of a loan made under this part, 
has an outstanding balance of principal or in-
terest on a loan made under this part from the 
student loan fund established under this part by 
the institution, but only if the institution has 
awarded all Federal Direct Stafford Loans as 
referenced under section 455(a)(2)(A) for which 
such undergraduate student is eligible. 

‘‘(C) LOANS FOR CERTAIN GRADUATE BOR-
ROWERS.—Through September 30, 2016, with re-
spect to an eligible graduate student who has 
received a loan made under this part prior to 
October 1, 2015, an institution of higher edu-
cation that has most recently made such a loan 
to the student for an academic program at such 
institution may continue making loans under 
this part from the student loan fund established 
under this part by the institution to enable the 
student to continue or complete such academic 
program. 

‘‘(2) NO ADDITIONAL LOANS.—An institution of 
higher education shall not make loans under 
this part after September 30, 2017. 

‘‘(3) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—No funds are authorized to be appro-
priated under this Act or any other Act to carry 
out the functions described in paragraph (1) for 
any fiscal year following fiscal year 2015.’’; and 

(C) by striking subsection (c). 
(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Notwithstanding 

the amendments made under paragraph (1) of 
this subsection, an eligible graduate borrower 
who received a disbursement of a loan under 
part E of title IV of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087aa et seq.) after June 30, 
2016 and before October 1, 2016, for the 2016–2017 
award year, may receive a subsequent disburse-
ment of such loan by June 30, 2017, for which 
the borrower received an initial disbursement 
after June 30, 2016 and before October 1, 2016. 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS FROM STUDENT 
LOAN FUNDS.—Section 466 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087ff) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by 

striking ‘‘After September 30, 2003, and not later 
than March 31, 2004’’ and inserting ‘‘Beginning 
October 1, 2017’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2003’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2017’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘After October 1, 2012’’ and in-

serting ‘‘Beginning October 1, 2017’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘September 30, 2003’’ and in-

serting ‘‘September 30, 2017’’; and 
(3) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘October 1, 

2004’’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017’’. 

(c) ADDITIONAL EXTENSIONS NOT PER-
MITTED.—Section 422 of the General Education 
Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1226a) shall not apply 
to further extend the duration of the authority 
under paragraph (1) of section 461(b) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1087aa(b)), as amended by subsection (a)(1) of 
this section, beyond September 30, 2017, on the 
basis of the extension under such subsection. 
SEC. 3. DISCLOSURE REQUIRED PRIOR TO DIS-

BURSEMENT. 
Section 463A(a) of the Higher Education Act 

of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087cc–1(a)) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘and’’ after 

the semicolon; 
(2) in paragraph (13), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(14) a notice and explanation regarding the 

end to future availability of loans made under 
this part; 

‘‘(15) a notice and explanation that repay-
ment and forgiveness benefits available to bor-
rowers of loans made under part D are not 
available to borrowers participating in the loan 
program under this part; 

‘‘(16) a notice and explanation regarding a 
borrower’s option to consolidate a loan made 
under this part into a Federal Direct Loan 
under part D, including any benefit of such 
consolidation; 

‘‘(17) with respect to new undergraduate Fed-
eral Perkins loan borrowers, as described in sec-
tion 461(b)(1)(A), a notice and explanation pro-
viding a comparison of the interest rates of 
loans under this part and part D and informing 
the borrower that the borrower has reached the 
maximum annual borrowing limit for which the 
borrower is eligible as referenced under subpara-
graphs (A) and (D) of section 455(a)(2); and 

‘‘(18) with respect to current undergraduate 
Federal Perkins loan borrowers, as described in 
section 461(b)(1)(B), a notice and explanation 
providing a comparison of the interest rates of 
loans under this part and part D and informing 
the borrower that the borrower has reached the 
maximum annual borrowing limit for which the 
borrower is eligible on Federal Direct Stafford 
Loans as referenced under section 
455(a)(2)(A).’’. 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the reading be dispensed 
with. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

MISGUIDED BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL 
IS ATTACK ON ACADEMIC FREE-
DOM 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 20, at its annual business meeting, 
members of the American Anthropo-
logical Association voted in favor of a 
disgraceful resolution to boycott 
Israeli academic institutions. 

By definition, a boycott hinders 
study and research. It is deplorable to 
see leaders in America’s institution of 
higher education support this stifling 
of academic discussion. Their actions 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:19 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00300 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17DE7.026 H17DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9677 December 17, 2015 
are contradictory to the fundamental 
principles of academic freedom and the 
free exchange of ideas that they claim 
to promote. 

While the supporters of this boycott 
claim to be standing up for the rights 
of Palestinians, what they are actually 
doing is presenting a one-sided and in-
accurate representation of reality in 
Israel and ignoring Palestinian vio-
lence. The simple truth is that, 
throughout history, Israel has made 
numerous concessions in the pursuit of 
peace while seeking only the right to 
exist. 

Anthropology teaches respect for cul-
tural differences, but it is clear that 
some in academia didn’t learn that les-
son. Let’s hope a majority of the mem-
bers of the American Anthropological 
Association take time to understand 
the implications of this shameful reso-
lution and vote ‘‘no’’ when it is put to 
a vote before the organization’s full 
membership in April. 

f 

EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT 
(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I stand here today 
to praise the passage of the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act, a landmark piece of 
bipartisan legislation that fixes the 
outdated policies of No Child Left Be-
hind. 

This legislation takes into consider-
ation the collective criticisms of teach-
ers and students and parents and, well, 
everybody really involved with edu-
cation. 

The Every Student Succeeds Act ben-
efits low-income students, minority 
students, and English language bar-
riers to learners by requiring schools 
to include student data about these 
groups into their accountability proc-
ess. 

High-stakes testing will no longer 
monopolize our class time. Schools will 
now have the flexibility to pilot inno-
vative testing measures, allowing more 
time for learning in the classroom. 

I was also proud that both Chambers 
included final language, which I sup-
ported, to include statistics for home-
less students so that we can identify 
and aid some of our most needy stu-
dents. Every child has a right to a 
quality education. I am so happy we 
were able to pass this act. 

f 

FAIRNESS FOR ALL AMERICANS 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak about fairness and 
liberty, two deeply held values that de-
fine us as Americans. I am proud that 
our great Nation is moving toward a 
more inclusive society. 

In a historic ruling this past summer, 
the Supreme Court of the United 

States determined that our Constitu-
tion guarantees marriage equality. 
That ruling is a reflection of human 
rights. It is also an economic and com-
passionate issue which, as Republicans, 
we should embrace. 

Not sacrificing our values is what the 
GOP stands for, limited government 
that respects individual liberty. But 
even with marriage equality, everyday 
LGBT Americans still lack basic legal 
protections. All Americans deserve 
equal protection and equal rights under 
the law. 

As a founding member of the Con-
gressional LGBT Equality Caucus, I 
will continue to work to ensure that 
the principles of respect, fairness, and 
justice are enjoyed by all, no matter 
their sexual orientation or their gender 
identity. 

f 

VIOLATION OF UNITED NATIONS 
SANCTIONS BY IRAN 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, recent Iranian ballistic 
missile tests in direct violation of 
sanctions by the United Nations show 
that this regime cannot be trusted. 

This week a panel of experts from the 
United Nations confirmed that the 
tests in October and November violated 
sanctions placed on Iran in June of 
2010. 

The tests also stand in stark contrast 
to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion, the agreement unveiled by Presi-
dent Barack Obama, which is intended 
to curb the Iranian nuclear program. 

This is a plan which would roll back 
sanctions against the regime at a time 
when the United Nations Security 
Council is considering new sanctions 
due to these missile tests. 

The idea that we should reward Iran 
by removing economic sanctions, pro-
viding billions to a regime that has 
long been the leading state sponsor of 
terrorism, is dangerous. 

Past performance is a good indica-
tion of future actions. Iran has a dec-
ades-long history of misrepresentation 
to the global community, especially in 
regards to its nuclear program. 

I urge the President to abandon the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action in 
order to make sure not $1 flows into 
the coffers of this terrorist regime. 

f 

HONORING OUR MEN AND WOMEN 
IN UNIFORM 

(Mr. BRAT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
of the two Virginia National Guard- 
based aviation units who will be de-
ploying to Kuwait. According to an an-
nouncement made December 4, 2015, by 
Major General Timothy P. Williams, 
the Adjutant General of Virginia, ap-
proximately 40 of our brave U.S. sol-

diers assigned to Company A, 2nd Bat-
talion, 224th Aviation Regiment, and 
Detachment 2, Company B, 777th Avia-
tion Support Battalion, are scheduled 
to begin serving on Federal Active 
Duty in early June 2016. 

I am especially proud of my former 
intern and Virginia native, Specialist 
Jack Neblett. Jack has served in the 
Virginia National Guard for 4 years. 
Jack will be leaving his family and 
friends for at least 1 year while on 
tour. 

When interviewed about the deploy-
ment, Jack said: ‘‘I think it’s most im-
portant to recognize we’re on a mission 
to defend the Constitution of the 
United States. We’re all family, and I 
have great friends here. They’re all 
professionals, and they love doing what 
they do.’’ 

I am truly grateful and proud of our 
men and women in uniform. They cou-
rageously defend our Nation and pre-
serve our freedom, and they will con-
tinue to do so. We must remember 
daily the sacrifices our military serv-
icemembers make to protect our free-
dom. Our Nation must keep its com-
mitments to those who sacrifice to 
keep us free. 

f 

b 1445 

E-FREE ACT 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to tell the story of Lisa Conti of 
Pennsylvania, who is one of tens of 
thousands of women who has been af-
fected negatively by the permanent 
sterilization device known as Essure. 

In 2010, 10 months after the birth of 
her son, Lisa underwent the Essure 
procedure. Her doctor said it was a per-
fectly safe, nonsurgical procedure with 
no downtime—the perfect option for a 
single mother, he said. Unfortunately, 
like so many others, following the fail-
ure of the device, Lisa now lives with 
chronic pain, multiple surgeries, and 
depression. What was supposed to be a 
simple procedure has cost her several 
jobs, time with her children, and years 
of her life. 

I rise as a voice for the Essure Sisters 
in order to tell this Chamber that their 
stories are real, that their pain is real, 
and that their fight is real. Mr. Speak-
er, my bill, the E-Free Act, can halt 
this tragedy by removing this dan-
gerous device from the market. Too 
many women have been harmed. 

I urge my colleagues to join this 
fight because stories like Lisa’s are too 
important to ignore. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. FORTENBERRY) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 
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Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, as 

we think about the history of America, 
one of our finest hours as a country 
came on the shores of France on D- 
day—June 6, 1944. 

We are all familiar with the general 
details of that battle—the missed zone 
drops of the paratroopers the night be-
fore, the slaughter that met the first 
assault on Omaha Beach, and the 
heroics of our rangers at Pointe du 
Hoc. But, Mr. Speaker, among the less-
er known facts, the troops that hit 
Utah Beach, under the command of 
General Theodore Roosevelt, actually 
landed in the wrong place; and while 
landing with his men and realizing his 
error, General Roosevelt responded by 
saying, ‘‘The war starts here.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, after American forces 
landed on that day, fought across Eu-
rope with key allies, and, ultimately, 
defeated the Nazis, the United States 
was cast into the role of the world’s 
lone superpower. Now, not perfectly, 
but at great sacrifice to our country, 
we then began to create the space for 
international order. We forged the con-
ditions for international commerce, in-
cluding helping other countries develop 
their economies and create governing 
systems rooted in high, universal 
ideals. 

Mr. Speaker, as we know, times have 
changed. We no longer live in a 
unipolar world, and in the wake of last 
month’s horrifying attacks in Paris, 
America’s longstanding ties with the 
French have gained a new significance. 
The Islamic State, called ISIL, tar-
geted a stadium, cafes, and a theater— 
an act of nihilistic destruction against 
innocent civilians who were just begin-
ning to enjoy their weekend. 

Beyond just destroying large swaths 
of the Middle East and many of its in-
habitants, precipitating the greatest 
refugee crisis since World War II, 
again, this so-called Islamic State has 
now killed French secularists and 
Catholics, they have attacked the Rus-
sian Orthodox by blowing up a civilian 
airliner, and they have killed Shiite 
Muslims in Beirut. 

But now, Mr. Speaker, it has hap-
pened to us. In San Bernardino, a cou-
ple embraced this twisted religious 
death cult, deciding to kill innocent 
people in order to satisfy a bizarre, 
apocalyptic vision. 

Mr. Speaker, foreign policy is com-
plicated, especially in the Middle East, 
but this new level of terrorism has 
brought three critical issues into focus. 

First, the international community 
has a responsibility to fight ISIL. The 
world constantly pushes America to 
the forefront of needed military action, 
but the entire community of respon-
sible nations, including certain Sunni 
Arab countries, must engage in this 
conflict. 

It is not the United States’ responsi-
bility alone. We can lead—we will 
lead—but it must be in solid concert 
with responsible world powers. France 
has now properly responded with its 
own air campaign, backed by our intel-

ligence. This resolve could compel 
more Europeans to rethink their vul-
nerability and take decisive action 
themselves. The United Kingdom has 
now expanded its effort as well. 

Second, Mr. Speaker, it is time to 
face a gruesome reality—that the tar-
geted and systematic violence against 
Christians, Yazidis, and other religious 
minorities in the Middle East is geno-
cide. ‘‘Genocide’’ is a powerful word, 
but the world must recognize this grim 
reality and work to support the most 
vulnerable minorities in the Middle 
East. No responsible approach to this 
tragic situation unfolding in Iraq and 
in Syria can ignore their plight and the 
plight of other innocent people. 

In an attempt, Mr. Speaker, to ele-
vate the world’s consciousness about 
this difficulty, I have introduced H. 
Con. Res. 75, a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, calling the slaugh-
ter of Christians and other ethno-reli-
gious minorities by its proper name— 
genocide. Similar measures are being 
introduced in parliaments throughout 
the world. 

Christians and other vulnerable mi-
norities in the Middle East and else-
where must be accorded tolerance and 
religious liberty—one of the corner-
stones of our own society. Thankfully, 
the resolution now has 160 bipartisan 
cosponsors, and it is gaining swift and 
broad support throughout Congress. 
Hopefully, we will bring this legisla-
tion to a vote for next year, and it will 
serve to elevate the consciousness of 
the world as to this horrific problem 
and will, perhaps, provide a gateway 
for constructive policy considerations. 

Christianity in the Middle East is 
shattered. Christians, Yezidis, and oth-
ers are a vibrant but an endangered 
spectrum of minorities, and they need 
our help now. In the face of ISIL’s on-
slaught, we must help them by forming 
an ecumenical alliance. We cannot af-
ford to wait. These ancient faith tradi-
tions have every right to maintain 
their ancient homelands and, in turn, 
contribute to a stabilizing diversity of 
voices in both culture and new forms of 
governance. 

Third, the related issue of refugees 
and migration points to the collapse of 
the nation-state order. Now, granting 
asylum is a responsible, humanitarian 
impulse, but simply accommodating 
more asylum to the tragedy is a reac-
tion and not a viable, long-term policy 
proposition and one that has to be rec-
onciled with both national security and 
capacity concerns. 

Attacking the injustice that leads to 
refugee flight must be a top priority, 
followed by new political structures 
that allow people to remain where they 
are in safety or to return to their an-
cient homelands. This is a precondition 
for long-term stability in the Middle 
East. An immediate step could be the 
enforcement of safe zones, especially 
for the vulnerable minorities in Iraq 
and Syria. 

In the country of Syria, there is an 
old Roman road named Straight 

Street. It runs through the middle of 
the capital of Damascus. Mr. Speaker, 
you might remember the road from the 
Biblical story. After Saint Paul was 
blinded and knocked from his horse, 
God told him to visit the house of 
Judas and seek out a Christian named 
Saul. Tradition holds that the house of 
Judas still stands on Straight Street 
even today. 

Syria is an ancient country made up 
of peoples with mixed cultural tradi-
tions. Four years ago, as we all know, 
a civil war broke out. The halting and 
gruesome conflict, which has killed 
hundreds of thousands and has dis-
placed millions, is now entering a new 
phase with new complexities. 

The dictatorial leader of Syria, 
Bashar Assad, faces a shifting patch-
work of enemies, including ISIL. He 
has clung to power in the coastal re-
gions of that country, where he con-
tinues his dynasty’s bloody rule. Iron-
ically, he is a trained ophthalmologist 
who practiced for years in London, 
only to assume power after the death 
of his elder brother. It is hard to under-
stand Assad’s motive, except, perhaps, 
to protect his own religious minority 
tradition, called the Alawites. 

A couple of years ago, I predicted 
that Assad would not survive long, but 
as some uprisings descended into a win-
ter of irrational religious extremism, 
causing more destabilization and help-
ing to create the conditions for terror 
groups like ISIL to metastasize, Assad 
has tenaciously maintained control 
over much of western Syria. In his bat-
tle for control, his murderous regime 
has contested armed opposition groups, 
some of them also murderous, and it 
has all worsened the conflict. Yet, Mr. 
Speaker, here is a very conflicted re-
ality: The preservation of some sta-
bility in certain Syrian zones has of-
fered safety to other religious and eth-
nic minorities. 

Two years ago, the House of Rep-
resentatives confronted a choice. The 
President called for military action 
against Assad after Assad’s use of 
chemical weapons. I voted against the 
President’s proposed intervention, as 
did a vast majority of my colleagues. 
We felt that the United States did not 
need to enter into another military en-
tanglement in the Middle East, and 
many people expressed justifiable fears 
that, if Assad were overthrown, some-
thing even worse might replace his 
government. 

Events since then have given that 
fear additional credibility. Had the 
United States succeeded in toppling 
Assad, ISIL might have seized even 
more of that country, perhaps threat-
ening Lebanon and gaining proximity 
to Israel’s borders. 

Now enter Russia into the equation. 
During the debate over whether to 
strike Assad, Russia brokered a deal to 
help facilitate the acquisition and de-
struction of the government’s chemical 
weapons, voiding the immediate possi-
bility of a military confrontation be-
tween Washington and Damascus. Now, 
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2 years later, Russia has, once again, 
taken an active role in the Syrian civil 
war, enhancing and building military 
bases in Assad’s territory and launch-
ing air strikes against Syrian opposi-
tion groups, including ISIL. 

Several factors are influencing 
Putin’s latest gambit to empower 
Assad. 

First, Putin wants to revive a Rus-
sian sense of nationalism—an almost 
metaphysical understanding of a Rus-
sian realm of influence. Look back at 
his recent speech at the U.N. He rejects 
a unipolar world wherein the United 
States sets the rules for commerce and 
governance and values. Furthermore, 
he is suspicious of liberal democracy, 
preferring, instead, his idea of stability 
even if it is achieved at the hands of 
strongmen. 

Second, Russia has a longstanding 
diplomatic, security, and economic ar-
rangement with the Syrian Govern-
ment, enabling him to expand his coun-
try’s military presence there while also 
bolstering his political standing at 
home. 

Third, Syria also has a rich Orthodox 
Christian heritage that survives as a 
minority faith in Assad’s controlled 
territory. Putin sees his venture as 
protecting that familial alliance. For-
eign policy analysis has largely over-
looked this consideration as an impor-
tant dimension of Putin’s motives. 

Russia claims to be fighting the ter-
rorists. If true, their intervention 
could emerge as a point of convergence 
for the United States, Russia, and civ-
ilized interests; but that remains some-
what hypothetical at this moment, and 
there are significant signs of conflict 
escalation. 

b 1500 

Russia could help avert humani-
tarian disaster by focusing more in-
tently on attacking ISIL. Currently, 
Putin is also choosing to fight other 
Syrian opposition forces with the pos-
sibility of furthering the protracted 
civil war. 

The best scenario would be for Rus-
sia’s involvement to create the space 
for a transition period for a new, more 
stable governing structure to replace 
Assad in the West. ISIL could be fur-
ther pushed into the eastern desert, 
and a true international coalition 
could emerge to defeat this threat to 
civilization. Advancing this scenario is 
a key policy marker in what should be 
the overarching geopolitical strategy 
of the United States. 

Of the many possible futures for the 
Middle East, one must certainly be 
avoided: Islamic militants sweeping 
across places like Straight Street in 
Syria, continuing to destroy ancient 
monuments in Palmyra and Nimrod, 
killing all the way from Mosul to the 
Mediterranean, threatening to raise its 
black banner of death from Damascus 
to D.C. 

The prevention of peril in the 21st 
century requires a new cooperative 
strategic arrangement to fight dark 

ideology, twisted theology, and barba-
rism across the globe. ISIL represents 
ninth century barbarism, but with 21st- 
century weaponry. ISIL is battling the 
very essence of civilization. Beyond the 
bloodshed itself, ISIL attacks the un-
derlying philosophical proposition of 
the West that all persons have inherent 
dignity, which is the source of our 
rights. 

Mr. Speaker, we stand at a solemn 
crossroads. The world must fight back 
on two fronts against ISIL and for the 
time-honored philosophical principles 
and values that sustain an orderly ex-
istence in the flourishing of any truly 
good society. 

So depends the beauty of Paris. So 
depends the protection of communities 
like San Bernardino. So depends the se-
curity of the world and the protection 
of innocent people everywhere. 

Mr. Speaker, I had an extraordinary 
privilege this summer on the 71st anni-
versary of D-day. This is a picture, a 
photo, of Utah Beach, one of the beach-
es where our troops first stormed 
through, where General Theodore Roo-
sevelt, Jr., came through with his men 
and declared, ‘‘We’ll start the war from 
right here.’’ 

General Roosevelt went on 1 month 
later to die in battle of a heart attack. 
He was ill. He disguised his illness be-
cause he wanted to be in leadership 
with his troops. 

He is buried at the Omaha Beach 
Cemetery, which contains nearly 10,000 
American troops who gave their lives. 
He is buried next to his little brother, 
Quentin Roosevelt, who was an aviator, 
a flier, in World War I. Here you have 
two sons of a President of the United 
States who gave their lives in the two 
great wars of last century. 

On this spot, Mr. Speaker, there is a 
new monument. That is a Higgins boat 
troop carrier with a replica of soldiers 
storming onto the beach. I am very 
proud of the fact that this monument 
is a replica of one that is in Columbus, 
Nebraska, a small town in my congres-
sional district. It was built by the peo-
ple of Columbus, shipped here, and 
placed for the 71st anniversary celebra-
tion of D-day. 

A great sacrifice financially and 
time-wise, many people in the commu-
nity of Columbus came together to 
build this extraordinary monument as 
a gift to France, but primarily as a per-
petual memory of those who fought 
and died. 

Both Quentin Roosevelt, General 
Roosevelt, and so many other young 
men and women gave their lives for a 
set of interlocking ideals, the beauty of 
liberty and the protection of human 
dignity, which, Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, in our fallen world, must some-
times be preserved by a willingness to 
confront darkness, by a willingness to 
confront that which is irrational. 

It is this same struggle, the same 
struggle that took place here, that we 
must engage in today. Unlike this 
struggle, it requires a different global 
effort, but it is the same struggle for 

the tranquility of order, for the secu-
rity of the world, and for the protec-
tion of America. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ED FENDIG, 
JR. 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of Mr. 
Ed Fendig, Jr. Ed was born in Bruns-
wick, Georgia, in 1927 and moved to St. 
Simons Island shortly thereafter. 
Growing up, he was a very active Boy 
Scout, achieving the rank of Eagle 
Scout. 

Through his late teens and 20s, he 
served in the Navy in the Philippines 
and later in the Georgia Air National 
Guard in Casablanca. Between services, 
he played football on scholarship at the 
University of Georgia. Go Dawgs. 

While stationed in Casablanca, he 
would go down to the port and watch 
the tugs dock and undock merchant 
ships and fell in love with the work. 
Shortly after returning from North Af-
rica, Ed’s application as an apprentice 
bar pilot was approved. Ed served ac-
tively as a State-licensed bar pilot in 
the Port of Brunswick for 37 years. 

In addition to a full-time bar pilot, 
he also ran two long-time family busi-
nesses, Fendig Sign Company and 
Fendig Tire Company. 

Ed was a man of many talents and 
held a list of accolades. He was a com-
munity leader, but, more importantly, 
he was a husband, father, and grand-
father. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to 
the Fendig family. 

f 

FUNDING BILL IS REFLECTION OF 
PRIORITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from 
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include any extraneous material on the 
subject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 

Speaker, if a funding bill is a reflection 
of priorities, then the omnibus that we 
are considering right now is the clear-
est snapshot of what is wrong with our 
Nation. 

We are talking about lifting a 40-year 
ban on the export of crude oil, risking 
thousands of jobs and rising gas prices 
for working families immediately after 
joining the most important climate 
agreement ever created. 
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We are expected to swallow tiny in-

creases to the programs working fami-
lies need and rely on while we make 
permanent tax cuts for corporations 
and millionaires that we have not paid 
for. We are expected to cheer the exten-
sion of vital programs, like the child 
tax credit, when that credit has not 
been indexed to cover the rising costs 
families face. 

Mr. Speaker, these are games. After 
only a year in Congress, I am tired of 
playing them. We like the word com-
promise. It implies that we have done 
something good, that we have worked 
together. 

If we pass this bill, we will have 
worked together to keep America down 
for generations to come. We are pat-
ting ourselves on the back for making 
it out of sequester, but the incremental 
spending increases in this omnibus 
funding package do nothing to make up 
for the past 5 years of cuts. 

We have spent so much time digging 
ourselves deeper and deeper into a 
funding hole that this omnibus seems 
like level ground. The fact is it is not. 
It is far from it. 

Regardless of how nice funding in-
creases may sound, the foundations of 
the American Dream are crumbling be-
neath our feet right now with stagnant 
wages, struggling schools and a wealth 
gap that is only getting bigger. 

Working families need funding that 
supports their needs. They need a Tax 
Code that promotes the middle class. 
They need tax credits and funding for 
programs to help cover the outrageous 
cost of child care and preschool edu-
cation, costs that outstrip tuition at 
public colleges in 31 of our 50 States. 
They need funding for higher education 
that would allow them to graduate 
without debt. 

They need more support for our high-
ways, our bridges, our rail systems, and 
broader infrastructure, the kinds of 
projects that create good-paying jobs 
and make every community stronger, 
the kinds of projects that cause people 
to feel confident that they have enough 
security in their future and enough 
money in their pocket to spend some of 
it and help to stimulate the economy 
and to create many, many, many ancil-
lary jobs and small business needs. 
They need a lot more than what is 
being offered in this legislation. 

A funding bill compromise should not 
compromise the needs of families 
across the country who are relying on 
us to get this right. Any extension of 
tax credit needs to be protected and up-
lift every American. We can’t afford to 
pass them without a plan for them. 

Mr. Speaker, we have labored over 
many things in this House. We have 
spent a long time talking about less 
important issues. But we are being con-
fronted right now with a humongous 
bill that has broad implications on 
communities that are vulnerable for 
the next several generations. We are 
asked to support a piece of legislation 
that does not seem to address, from a 
proportionally equal perspective, those 
needs. 

I want to take a moment now to just 
draw the House’s attention to this 
front page story in Politico. It head-
lines ‘‘Congress’ half-trillion-dollar 
spending binge.’’ 

What is fascinating about this is that 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, the folks that are responsible for 
this spending binge, are always the 
first to condemn government spending. 

Now they want to spend billions of 
dollars on special interests without 
supporting Pell grants, without sup-
porting our Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities, without supporting 
the programs that combat poverty like 
WIC, without supporting the working 
families in this country and supporting 
the needs that they have in order to 
prosper. 

Their prosperity helps guarantee the 
economy’s prosperity because the reve-
nues generated from the things that we 
do to uplift our working families gets 
put back into the economy and creates 
a better, fairer, and larger economy. 

The numbers in this omnibus lie. 
They sound like increases, but they do 
nothing to pull us out of the rut that 
the past 5 years have left us in. I know 
that there are many of my colleagues 
who feel this same way. 

We look at the modest increases that 
may be associated with the childcare 
tax credit. We look at modest increases 
that may be applied to a housing pro-
gram. We look at modest increases 
that may be applied to several pro-
grams that, if there were sufficient rev-
enue associated with those programs, 
would indeed make a difference in 
these communities. 

b 1515 

But the proportionality of priority in 
this omnibus bill and in our effort 
today and tomorrow does not speak to 
our acknowledgment that it is the ma-
jority of people, that it is the middle 
class, the working class, and, yes, even 
the most vulnerable that we are leav-
ing behind. 

We can do better than that. Mr. 
Speaker, we need to do better than 
that because we are better than that. 

There are several glaring omissions 
in the omnibus bill, but none are more 
illogical than our failure to support 
Puerto Rico. It is unfathomable that 
we are unwilling to support a U.S. ter-
ritory in a financial meltdown just as 
we offer permanent tax breaks for cor-
porations and special interests who 
don’t even need our help. We are leav-
ing the citizens of Puerto Rico woe-
fully in need. This is not fair. This is 
un-American. This is not who we are. 

What is our responsibility to the citi-
zens of Puerto Rico who won’t have ac-
cess to good hospitals and medical care 
and Medicare? What about the chil-
dren, almost 56 percent, who live in 
poverty? What are we saying to them? 
What we are saying in this bill that is 
before us this day coming forth that is 
expected to move forward in this House 
is that we are still only concerned with 
elevating the status, the well-being, 

the security, and the happiness of 
those who already have a lion’s share 
of all of it. 

Mr. Speaker, we are better than that. 
We have a responsibility to speak up, 
protect, preserve, and ensure oppor-
tunity for all. That is what we have 
been elected to do. 

I want to take a moment to talk 
about the giveaway to oil companies 
that we have in this omnibus. There is 
nothing positive about this for working 
families. Ending the 40-year ban on 
crude oil risks our energy security here 
at home. It threatens our environ-
mental leadership, and it takes away 
jobs from American workers. 

We didn’t pass legislation to create 
more access to oil in this country sim-
ply to be able to provide wealthy com-
panies the opportunity to sell it abroad 
at a higher price, to bypass our refin-
eries, to sell crude oil in other coun-
tries and have them benefit from the 
jobs that we fought to create through 
legislation that we passed. That is il-
logical. That is counterintuitive to 
why we did what we did in the first 
place. But yet it is in this bill. 

Yet the glaring priority of the 
wealthy multinational corporations 
versus the interests of the everyday 
working families is just in your face— 
unacceptable, totally unacceptable. It 
serves no purpose that I can identify 
other than to further appease another 
of the special interest groups so dear to 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, but it does nothing for the econ-
omy of the United States of America 
and for the working families here. I 
guess I shouldn’t be surprised because 
it is not the first time, and I doubt that 
it will be the last time. 

Mr. Speaker, we can go on and on and 
on, and I will have additional points 
that I would like to raise with regard 
to this omnibus bill, but my friend, my 
colleague from the great State of New 
York, Congressman HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
has come here to share his perspective 
on the impact of this omnibus bill. 

With that, I yield to my colleague. 
Mr. JEFFRIES. I would like to thank 

the distinguished gentlewoman from 
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN), 
from the Garden State, for her tremen-
dous leadership throughout the course 
of this year as it relates to presiding 
over the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus’ Special Order hour, where 
week after week you have been able to 
illuminate for the American people 
some of the challenges that we face 
here, trying to enact policies that 
make sense for hardworking Ameri-
cans, for working families, for low-in-
come folks, for the middle class, for 
seniors, for the most vulnerable 
amongst us. 

For just a moment, I wanted to re-
flect on one particular aspect of the 
omnibus bill that I find troubling, and 
that is the failure to do what is nec-
essary to help put the people of Puerto 
Rico—United States citizens—on a tra-
jectory that will allow them to achieve 
some manner of economic stability 
moving forward. 
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Now, I never practiced criminal law. 

I am a lawyer, attorney, but I under-
stand that there are sometimes crimes 
of commission—that is when you af-
firmatively do something that is dam-
aging—and then there are crimes of 
omission. I think that the greatest 
omission as it relates to this $1.1-plus 
trillion spending bill is the failure to 
do anything to help deal with the eco-
nomic crisis that exists right now in 
Puerto Rico, a crisis, by the way, that, 
in large measure, has responsibility 
right here in the United States Con-
gress. 

In 1996, we began a process of a 10- 
year phaseout of provisions in the tax 
law that were put into place in order to 
help the economy of Puerto Rico. That 
10-year phaseout ended in 2006. Over 
that period, it witnessed a dramatic 
disinvestment of corporate entities 
from the island of Puerto Rico toward 
the mainland and other places. A mas-
sive number of jobs were lost. That 
phaseout was completed in 2006. Puerto 
Rico has been in a deep recession ever 
since. 

Now, every other citizen of the 
United States of America who lives in 
the 50 States here lives in a munici-
pality that has bankruptcy provisions 
available to it to help it restructure its 
debt when necessary. The people of 
Puerto Rico, again as a result of a law 
enacted here in this Chamber in 1984, 
have been denied bankruptcy protec-
tion. 

Fundamentally, all the people of 
Puerto Rico were asking for is to make 
sure that those citizens who live on the 
island can be put in the same place— 
not better—the same place as every 
other United States citizen so that 
they can avail themselves of bank-
ruptcy protection to enable them to re-
structure their debt in a way that 
makes sense, that allows them to pay 
their teachers, their police officers, 
their firefighters, and others. And yet, 
when all that was done, all the acts of 
commission, with a $1.1-plus trillion 
agreement, we couldn’t help the people 
of Puerto Rico by simply putting them 
in the same place through restruc-
turing provisions in a manner that 
would give them an opportunity with-
out a single cent of taxpayer expense 
to be in a better place? 

The people of Puerto Rico participate 
in the military, die in foreign conflicts 
of the United States of America at a 
rate higher than those in the 50 States, 
yet they are compensated, from a Med-
icaid reimbursement standpoint, 
around 40 or 50 percent—if not more— 
less. 

We don’t have enough time to go 
through how policy set here in the 
United States Congress has devastated 
the people of Puerto Rico economically 
for the last few decades, but it does 
seem to me that we could find some 
way to deal with this issue. We found a 
way to give away billions and billions 
of dollars to big oil companies as it re-
lates to lifting the prohibition on the 
export of crude oil, but we couldn’t find 

a way to help the hardworking people 
of Puerto Rico. Shame on us here in 
the United States Congress. 

Lastly, it is my understanding that 
the Speaker, who I take to be a man of 
his word, has said, well, we are going to 
deal with this issue in the next 90 days. 
But here is the problem. On January 1, 
there is a significant amount of money 
that Puerto Rico owes that it cannot 
pay, so the island can’t wait until 
March 31 for the Congress to try to 
work this out. The promissory note is 
not good enough. 

As an African American Member of 
Congress, I am reminded of the speech 
that Dr. King gave in 1963 right outside 
these Halls on The National Mall. He 
talked about the fact that the eloquent 
and magnificent words of the Constitu-
tion and the Declaration of Independ-
ence were a glorious promissory note: 
We hold these truths to be self-evident 
. . . all men are created equal . . . en-
dowed by their Creator . . . the ability 
to pursue life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

But century after century, decade 
after decade, that promissory note es-
sentially was handed over to the Afri-
can American community as a check 
stamped ‘‘insufficient funds.’’ I just 
can’t, with all or any degree of con-
fidence, suggest that we could credibly 
say to the people of Puerto Rico and to 
those individuals of Puerto Rican de-
scent that I represent back home in 
Brooklyn and in Queens that this so- 
called promissory note issued is going 
to result in us taking any action 90- 
plus days from now. 

I just hope that there is a way for us 
to find some measure of resolution be-
fore we ultimately vote on this omni-
bus bill to deal in good faith with the 
people of Puerto Rico—United States 
citizens—who deserve our attention. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. My col-
league has spoken so eloquently about 
the impact of the omission of Puerto 
Rico in the omnibus bill and what it 
does to the territory of Puerto Rico 
and the citizens that are there. My col-
league has spoken eloquently as to the 
proportionality questions in this omni-
bus bill, in general, that would not 
only negatively impact Puerto Rico 
but Puerto Rican and other citizens 
here in the United States of America; 
whole communities, whole cohorts of 
working class families. 

Would my colleague just use a little 
bit of his time to talk about that issue 
of fairness and proportionality that I 
have heard you so eloquently speak 
about. 

I yield to the gentleman from New 
York. 

Mr. JEFFRIES. The big question I 
think that we face here, earlier today 
we voted on a tax extender package, 
$600-plus billion. None of it was paid 
for, at least as it relates to what was 
done today. 

I think reasonable people understand 
that making these tax breaks perma-
nent in a way where they were not paid 
for ultimately is going to blow a tre-

mendous hole in the deficit. As we 
move forward, the people who will pay 
for the tax cuts that were passed out of 
this House earlier today, hundreds of 
billions of dollars—notwithstanding 
the earned income tax credit and the 
child care tax credit that, of course, 
many of us support—the people who 
will pay for it will be the poor, the 
sick, the afflicted, working families, 
those who need assistance. In good con-
science, there is no way that I could 
support the tax extender package and 
go back home to my community and 
say we have just done a good thing. 

As it relates to the omnibus, I think 
we all have to ask the question, if the 
plus-up in the omnibus is somewhere in 
the neighborhood of $31 billion or $32 
billion in additional spending, yet we 
understand that in the tax extender 
package hundreds of billions of dollars 
were unpaid for over a 10-year period 
and, ultimately, someone is going to 
pay the price for that—that is one of 
the reasons why we got something like 
sequestration. We got jammed as a re-
sult of tax cuts that were not paid for 
in 2001, tax cuts that were not paid for 
in 2003, a failed war in Iraq, a failed 
war in Afghanistan. None of that was 
paid for. Ultimately we find ourselves 
in fiscal difficulty. Who pays? The 
most vulnerable in America. That is 
how we got sequestration. 

b 1530 
So I am not convinced that we are 

not going to find ourselves in a similar 
situation moving forward as a result of 
what was done with this tax extender 
package today. 

I am in the process of continuing to 
review the omnibus bill and trying to 
weigh and balance the equities. I will 
tell you, though, that the failure to do 
something for the people of Puerto 
Rico is greatly troubling, because it 
doesn’t cost the taxpayers anything, 
and the fact that some of the programs 
of importance to urban America, like 
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, may not have received the re-
sources that some of us think they de-
serve, and we have got concerns as a 
result of some of the foreclosure pre-
vention issues in some other areas. 

We are all going to have to take a 
look at the equities, but it is clear that 
we should be able to do much better for 
the American people, for those that we 
have come to Congress to represent, for 
those who have disproportionately 
borne the burden of reckless and irre-
sponsible fiscal policies over the past 
decade or so. And let’s just hope that 
we can proceed to do things differently 
in a way that benefits those we rep-
resent here in America. 

So I thank the distinguished gentle-
woman for the opportunity to speak 
further on this issue. I also want to ac-
knowledge my good friend, KEITH ELLI-
SON, who is a tremendous champion for 
working families all across the coun-
try. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. I appre-
ciate that and I thank my colleague 
and friend. 
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I appreciate your perspective on the 

proportionality issue. Who is going to 
pay? We are going to pay. Who is going 
to pay when the bill comes due? It is 
the working families. It is the most 
vulnerable. And let us not get so ex-
cited about a $30 billion increase when 
we recognize we have been under se-
questration. What does that mean? 

I thank the gentleman for sharing his 
time with us. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON). 

Mr. ELLISON. I thank the gentle-
woman, who has done an awesome job 
holding down the Progressive Special 
Order Hour. It has been to the benefit 
of everyone who listens. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important for all of 
us involved in this debate and every 
American to understand a concept 
known as starve the beast. It is a con-
servative concept. And what it really 
means—and I would like everybody to 
be clear—is that the conservative wing 
in our country wants to shrink the size 
of government so that a big multi-
national oil company will never have 
to worry about an EPA regulator be-
cause the government will have so lit-
tle money, they won’t have an EPA 
regulator. 

The starve-the-beast concept means 
that a big bank won’t ever have to 
worry about a bank regulator saying: 
Hey, Mr. Banker, you cannot do that 
with the American people’s money. 
You have to be fair; you have to be 
proper and right with the people’s 
money. Because we will shrink the gov-
ernment to be so small and so weak 
that there won’t ever be that regulator 
who will say to the big banks: You can-
not do that. 

Starve the beast means that the larg-
est private sector elements in our 
country can escape the accountability 
the government provides through the 
people who inspect the water, the peo-
ple who inspect the meat, the people 
who inspect the air quality. It is the 
people who inspect all these things. 
And when the public interest runs 
afoul of the private gain, the private 
gain will prevail because the public 
won’t have the wherewithal and the re-
sources to say no, or you have to read-
just this, or you have to operate at a 
higher standard of quality, or anything 
like that. 

Now, how do you get this starve-the- 
beast strategy in play? Well, one thing 
that you do is you have unpaid-for tax 
cuts. You get these tax cuts in place 
and they are all good if you say: Isn’t 
this great? Don’t you want to escape 
paying taxes? Who likes paying taxes? 
Nobody. 

So people say: Okay. Good. We are 
going to get out of having to pay taxes. 
How nice. But then you don’t pay for 
them. Then what happens to the budg-
et? Well, you have got a big hole in the 
budget because the revenue you were 
counting on is not there. Then you use 
the public relations to say that raising 
taxes is just the worst thing anyone 
could ever do at any time in their life. 

They say this three-letter word of 
taxes—really, a four-letter word—and I 
will let your imagination go from 
there—and then, because they have 
made raising revenue utterly radio-
active, all we can do is cut. 

And so what do we do? Well, we cut 
education funding. We cut Meals on 
Wheels. We cut the National Institutes 
of Health. We cut, cut, cut all this stuff 
that ordinary citizens rely on until we 
get to the next rounds of tax cuts. 

By the way, when it comes to tax 
cuts and conservatives, if the economy 
is doing really well, they need a tax 
cut. If it is doing really bad, the solu-
tion to that is what? A tax cut. And if 
we are just doing average, well, why 
not have a tax cut? It is almost always 
unpaid for. 

And if you look at it over time, there 
is this pattern of irresponsible tax 
cuts, deficits, cuts to fix it, more tax 
cuts, deficit, more cuts to fix it. Never 
do we raise the revenue we need in 
order to meet the needs of our society. 

Who gets hurt? Not the country club 
set. It is people who need the govern-
ment to function on their behalf or 
people who drink water every day and 
who need an inspection of it, people 
who like to breathe clean air, people 
who might want to eat some meat that 
has been inspected, people suffering 
from a serious disease like Alzheimer’s 
or Parkinson’s who might need the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to put forth 
a grant which will help. 

So what does that all have to do with 
this discussion? Well, today, we just 
passed a bill that gave $600-some bil-
lion worth of unpaid-for tax cuts and 
made them permanent. We created a 
structural deficit that is even worse. 

Now, they are going to give it back a 
little bit. A little bit. We give away 
$600 billion, they give us $30 billion, 
and voila, we are supposed to be happy 
about that. 

There is a concept known as Stock-
holm syndrome. Your captor holds you 
in control. After they have held you a 
little while, they give you a few little 
chits. Then they make you think that 
when they give you even a little drop 
of water, they are so benevolent. 

I will never forget that we never 
should have had sequester in the first 
place. We never should have had se-
quester. We had a hostage-taking situ-
ation where Republicans were literally 
threatening to default and renege on 
the full faith and credit of the United 
States by busting the debt ceiling. And 
if we did not give them back all kinds 
of cuts and concessions, they would 
bust the debt ceiling. 

So then we entered into this deal 
where we had some cuts in the begin-
ning, and then they said: We are going 
to set up a special committee, three 
Republicans in the House, three Repub-
licans in the Senate, three Democrats 
in the House, three Democrats in the 
Senate. And this committee was sup-
posed to come up with some targeted 
cuts to reduce the deficit, which they 
said then was just the worst thing in 

the world, and that is to ever have a 
deficit. 

Then they got in that committee and 
instead of upholding their pledge to 
protect and defend the United States, 
they upheld their pledge to not raise 
taxes to certain political figures in our 
landscape. The whole committee failed. 
And it was contemplated that if this 
committee cannot come up with tar-
geted cuts, then there will be across- 
the-board cuts on both sides, also 
known as sequester. 

You know what? That committee 
really never had a chance. I wish we 
would have known then that that com-
mittee was always a sucker deal, be-
cause they were clinking the cham-
pagne glasses when that committee 
failed because they knew it was going 
to be across-the-board cuts. They said: 
It is going to be domestic discre-
tionary, which you liberals like, and 
there are going to be cuts to the mili-
tary, which us conservatives like— 
which is a sort of a gross over-
generalization and not exactly accu-
rate, but that was the rough approxi-
mation. 

What we never accounted for is that 
in 2001, the U.S. military budget was 
already about $290 billion. By the time 
we got to sequester, it was about $700 
billion. They could stand some cuts, 
but the programs that the average cit-
izen needed that were going to be rav-
aged could not. 

And so that you know, no sooner 
than the sequester went into effect, we 
had people saying: Oh, we can’t do 
these military cuts. It can’t happen. It 
won’t happen. They had their friends 
and their advocates, even though they 
had been getting fat for years, but 
what about Meals on Wheels and edu-
cation funding and environmental pro-
tection? That was attacked. 

So what does that mean about today? 
What it means about today is this: We 
have seen more taxes, more things 
given away. I definitely think that 
some of the things that were made per-
manent today are good tax treatments. 
I am for research and development. I 
am certainly for child credit and the 
EITC. But they should be paid for, be-
cause if they are not paid for, they are 
going to come out of another part of 
the budget next year. 

Oh, and by the way, how come tax ex-
tenders don’t have to be paid for, but 
anything that regular people need 
must be paid for? Why do we have to 
find offsets for unemployment insur-
ance, but not for things that Big Busi-
ness needs? It is utter hypocrisy. 

I just want to tell you, Mr. Speaker, 
for the folks who are listening, that 
there is a very important thing that 
Speaker John Boehner said when the 
Republicans took over a few years ago. 
They came out with this big, ugly 
budget to cut all these things that 
Americans really rely on to prosper 
and grow, and we wouldn’t pass their 
House bill. And so Speaker Boehner 
said: If they won’t take it one big loaf 
at a time, they will take it one slice at 
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a time. And boy, if that promise has 
not been kept. 

We absolutely have to turn around 
and say no to this starve-the-beast phi-
losophy. We have to turn it around and 
start meeting the needs of the Amer-
ican people. 

Taxes are the price we pay to live in 
a civilized society. If you don’t like 
taxes, move to Somalia, where you 
won’t have to pay any. Good luck. But 
in America, where we pay taxes that 
pay for schools, that pay for more 
clean water, highways, police, and fire, 
we have got to stop and stand against 
this false claim that there is something 
wrong with taxation. 

Let me just wrap up on one point. I 
know we have got to move on—we have 
got other great speakers who I actually 
want to hear from myself—but I want 
to make one very quick comment as I 
listen to my colleagues and prepare to 
take my seat, and that is about one of 
the things we are going to be dealing 
with tomorrow. 

Now, we talk about this tax extender 
thing and the omnibus as if it is two 
different things. It is actually one big 
thing. That is the truth. 

One of the elements of the omnibus 
tomorrow—which is pretty ugly—is 
lifting the oil export ban on crude oil. 
According to the Energy Information 
Administration, lifting the ban will in-
crease oil industry profits by more 
than $20 billion annually. 

Now, the big companies that make 
all these extra profits, I think they 
have their favorites in the House of 
Representatives. And not too many of 
them sit over here. Probably a lot of 
them sit over there. 

I will also say that it will cut refin-
ery jobs, it will make us more depend-
ent upon foreign oil, and it will in-
crease more fossil fuel. This is abso-
lutely the wrong thing. The only virtue 
of it is that a small, tiny, select num-
ber of people are going to get $20 bil-
lion. And I am disgusted by it. 

By the oil industry’s own expecta-
tions, this action will lead to more 
than 7,600 additional wells being drilled 
each year and more fossil fuels. Ac-
cording to the report from the Center 
for America Progress, repealing the 
ban would result in an additional 515 
metric tons of carbon pollution each 
year, roughly equal to 108 million more 
passenger cars or 135 coal-fired power 
plants. It will cost jobs in refineries. It 
will do real damage to Americans. And 
yet this is what is on the docket to-
morrow. 

b 1545 

Now, are there good things on the 
docket tomorrow? Yes, there are. I will 
leave it to other people to decide 
whether it is worth it to pass a mon-
strosity like this. 

So I will say: Always know that 
sometimes when you are in the game, 
somebody else playing has an overall 
long-term strategy, and if you are just 
playing minute to minute, you are 
going to be no match for them. 

Understand starve the beast. Don’t 
play the game. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. I thank 
the gentleman very much for sharing 
his wisdom with us and his perspective 
on those issues that we are confronting 
in the very near future. 

Mr. Speaker, could you tell me how 
much time I have left? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KELLY of Mississippi). The gentle-
woman has 23 minutes remaining. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to my colleague from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I thank 
the gentlewoman. 

Today, we are just about ready to 
vote on an omnibus spending bill, 
which is a part of the tax extender bill 
that we, or that some passed today. I 
did not vote for it. I was opposed to the 
tax extender bill, which added $622 bil-
lion to the Nation’s long-term debt, un-
paid for, and largely tax cuts to the 
wealthy. 

There are some features in the tax 
extenders bill that were appealing. For 
instance, it enhanced the child tax 
credit. It made it permanent, along 
with the enhanced earned income tax 
credit. Those are important for middle 
class people, working people. Those are 
very important, and we did the right 
thing on those. 

But, unfortunately, they represented 
a small part of that $622 billion, two- 
thirds of which was a giveaway to the 
wealthy through various tax loopholes. 
So Congress did that dirty deed today, 
and it blew a hole in the Nation’s long- 
term debt. 

And you know what is going to hap-
pen? Because while you have reduced 
the amount of resources that the Fed-
eral Government takes in to be able to 
give back to the people who are gov-
erned, in the form of transportation 
dollars, healthcare dollars, education 
dollars, national security dollars, 
things that we have to pay for; in other 
words, you can’t have the freedoms 
that we enjoy and the prosperity that 
we all enjoy, without having a govern-
ment that lays down this infrastruc-
ture, and that is what our tax receipts 
pay for. 

We have been cutting Federal reve-
nues since 1980. It has been almost 40 
years we have been on an incessant 
cutting of government. We have been 
spending a lot of money. We have been 
spending without paying for it. That is 
what has created the debt, largely be-
cause of wars, unfought wars, and tax 
cuts. 

So while we have things to pay for, 
we haven’t been paying for them with 
tax moneys. We have been paying for 
them with the promise of taking in tax 
moneys, and we continue to increase 
the debt by cutting taxes. 

So how do you then pay for the gov-
ernment that we need when you are 
cutting these taxes? Well, we pay for 
this government every year when we 
have these spending bills that come up, 
and they tend to always come up at the 

end of the year, when everybody is 
ready to go home, and when govern-
ment is about to shut down because it 
hasn’t been funded. 

So what did we do this year? We did 
the same thing we did this year that 
we did in previous years, and that is to 
wait till the last minute, put together 
a 2,000-plus-page spending bill, and 
then we spring it on Members of Con-
gress in the dead of night, and give us 
2 days, 2 full days to be able to read 
through it, and then vote on it. We are 
scheduled to vote on it tomorrow. 

It is not a great way of doing bills in 
this country, and that is what we have 
been doing, giving away resources. We 
did that today. Tomorrow we will pass 
this spending bill. They call it two 
bills, but really it is one bill that has 
been split into two parts. The first 
dirty deed was done today. The next 
dirty deed will be done tomorrow, the 
spending bill. 

Now, the spending bill has a lot of 
stuff in there that should not be in 
there. Why should you have a spending 
bill, and then you turn around and give 
away the Nation’s resources, the Na-
tion’s oil? You’re going to remove a 40- 
year prohibition on the production of 
crude oil to be sent overseas for refine-
ment. You are going to remove that 
ban in a spending bill that was un-
leashed on us just 2 days ago, 2,000 
pages, a spending bill. 

But why are you giving a break to 
the oil industry? Why are we going to 
vote to remove that ban on sending our 
precious oil offshore to be refined, thus 
costing us good middle class jobs here 
in America? 

Those refinery workers, they are 
going to lose their jobs because we are 
going to allow the oil to be exported so 
that it can be refined in a foreign na-
tion by workers who are not paid com-
mensurate to what we are paid over 
here, and then we are going to import 
our own oil back into our country at a 
higher price. It doesn’t make sense, la-
dies and gentlemen. 

We need to be weaned from foreign 
oil, and we do that through producing 
our own oil. But if we are going to then 
send our oil overseas to be refined, 
then the only person, the only folks 
that are getting rich off of that are the 
oil companies. They have been getting 
rich for a long time, and we are giving 
them another opportunity to make bil-
lions and billions of dollars more. It is 
the oil that belongs to this country. 
And so it is wrong that we do that. 

This is one of the features in our 
spending bill tomorrow, and I disagree 
with that. I think most Americans 
probably do, and many Members of 
Congress do also. 

But, yet, there will be many who will 
pass this bill just simply to get out of 
here and keep the government open, 
and that is not a great way of doing 
business. That is not the way we should 
do business in this country. America 
deserves better. The citizens deserve 
better. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. I want to 
thank the gentleman from Georgia. I 
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appreciate his comments and thank 
him for sharing his wisdom and experi-
ence with us. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my classmate 
and colleague from Arizona (Mr. 
GALLEGO). 

Mr. GALLEGO. The omnibus has 
been billed as a compromise, but in re-
ality it is packed with Republican pol-
icy provisions that only compromise 
our values. 

The omnibus bill should be about 
funding the government, not about 
pushing through policies that would 
never receive enough votes to pass on 
their own. Asking us to support this 
bill is asking us to support bad policy. 

Among the legislation’s many serious 
shortcomings is its failure to address 
the mounting fiscal crisis in Puerto 
Rico. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Puerto 
Rico are American citizens. They vote 
in our elections. They swear allegiance 
to our flag, they fight, and they die in 
our wars. Yet, at a time when massive 
bills are coming due, this Congress has 
turned its back on Puerto Rico. 

Including a provision in the omnibus 
to allow Puerto Rico to restructure its 
debt wouldn’t cost the American tax-
payer one penny. We did not put that 
in. Every single State in this union can 
access the protections afforded by 
chapter 9. Puerto Rico is unfairly de-
nied this ability. That is simply unfair, 
and our refusal to come to the island’s 
aid is un-American. 

Mr. Speaker, the omnibus will also 
deal a blow to our efforts to save our 
planet. Less than a week after reaching 
a historic climate change pact in Paris, 
Republicans want to undo the progress 
made by giving Big Oil a major victory, 
while leaving our brothers and sisters 
in Puerto Rico behind. 

Lifting the oil export ban on the 
heels of new studies warning against 
the drastic rates of warming of lakes 
across the country and around the 
world is a major blow to all efforts 
made in Paris. 

According to the Energy Information 
Administration, lifting the ban will in-
crease gross profits of the oil industry 
by more than $20 billion annually, at 
the direct expense of America’s wildlife 
and natural resources. By the oil indus-
try’s own projections, lifting the ban 
will result in more than 7,500 addi-
tional wells being drilled annually, re-
sulting in the degradation of more than 
one million square acres of wildlife 
habitat. 

Increasing drilling without protec-
tions for wildlife, and without perma-
nently reauthorizing the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, takes us 
backwards and will harm domestic 
jobs, while exacerbating the huge chal-
lenges we currently face in preserving 
our outdoor heritage and tackling cli-
mate change. 

Mr. Speaker, Democrats are being 
asked to supply two-thirds of the votes 
for this bill, but this agreement does 
not reflect even two-thirds of our val-
ues. We should reject this bad deal for 
Americans. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

LAUNCH OF THE BIPARTISAN 
CUBA WORKING GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LEE) is recognized for 
the remainder of the hour as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman for yielding and, really, 
thank the Progressive Caucus for al-
lowing me to use the remainder of this 
time. Thank you for your very steady 
and clear and very powerful leadership. 

Let me say, Mr. Speaker, that today, 
myself and Congressman FARR, we rise 
to mark 1 year since President 
Obama’s historic announcement that 
started the process of normalizing rela-
tions with Cuba. On December 17, 2014, 
the President took a very bold step to 
end more than five decades of failed 
policy and, instead, chart a new path 
for relations between the United States 
and our Cuban neighbors. 

For more than half of a century, the 
United States pursued a shortsighted 
isolationist policy born of Cold War 
tensions. This policy was wrongheaded 
and ineffective. It alienated us from 
our allies and estranged us from one of 
our nearest neighbors. 

Yet, through the President’s persist-
ence and very bold leadership, we are 
finally making some headway in re-
versing this, and Congress is finally be-
ginning to catch up. Yesterday, I was 
proud to join nine of my colleagues, 
both Democrats and Republicans, in 
announcing the launch of a bipartisan 
Cuba Working Group that will promote 
a commonsense United States-Cuba 
policy that reflects the interests of the 
American people engaged with Cuba. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend and 
colleague from Monterey, California 
(Mr. FARR), who has been such a leader 
on so many issues, but especially on 
ending the embargo and normalizing 
relations with Cuba. He understands 
that this is good for trade, that this is 
good for jobs in America, that this is 
good, basically, for our foreign policy, 
and it is in our national security inter-
est that we normalize relations with 
Cuba. 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman and congratulate her on 
probably being the Member of Congress 
who has been to Cuba more times than 
anyone else, has done more to lift the 
nuances of the embargo, and to, essen-
tially, start the end of the cold war 
that we faced in Cuba. 

For Cubans today, I would like to say 
Feliz Cumpleanos. For the Americans, 
I would like to also say Happy Birth-
day. And I would like to include that 
as a Happy Birthday to my wife, Shary 
Farr, whose birthday is today, because 
her biggest wish has been that she 
could go to Cuba before she dies. And 
guess what? Now she can go. This is a 

great birthday present to her that she 
will be able to visit Cuba, after 55 years 
of failed foreign policy where our gov-
ernment prohibited American citizens 
from traveling to Cuba. 

b 1600 

So with this lift, I would also like to 
thank President Obama, and I would 
like to thank President Raul Castro. I 
think what you saw were two nation 
leaders getting together and doing 
what nation leaders should do: figure 
out how to get along rather than how 
to fight. 

What we have done in Congress has 
not progressed, not helped. 

I would like to have, BARBARA, your 
comments on this, too, because we im-
posed legislatively in law these embar-
goes that say: Americans, you can’t 
travel; Americans, you can’t trade; 
Americans, you can’t use your dollars; 
Americans, you can’t use your credit 
cards; Banks, you can’t do it; Farmers, 
you can’t sell. 

We have created all these barriers, 
and the Presidents of each country 
don’t—at least the President of our 
country doesn’t have the ability to just 
use his administrative authorities as 
he has in being able to do some wonder-
ful things. Fifty-five years of frozen 
policy has changed. You can’t do it all 
and change everything in 12 months. 

We have been able to open up embas-
sies for the first time. It was delightful 
to be in Washington, D.C., last night at 
this celebratory time of the year, holi-
day season, and have the Cuban Em-
bassy invite all the Members of Con-
gress, staff, and people over to their 
Embassy for a holiday party and bring 
one of the best Cuban music groups— 
exciting, beautiful music—to celebrate 
all this. We couldn’t have done that a 
year ago. We couldn’t have done it a 
year ago today. But today is the day 
that will go down in Cuban history as 
the day that they remember the U.S. 
beginning to break the cold war rela-
tionships. 

We have sent Secretary Kerry. And 
did you know that Secretary Kerry’s 
visit to Cuba was the first Secretary of 
State visit to Cuba in over 70 years? We 
have begun bilateral discussions. We 
have created a bilateral steering com-
mission, and Secretary Kerry was in-
strumental in getting both countries to 
sit down and discuss the differences in 
economic policy, in social policy, and 
in cultural issues. They have already 
done some work on joint environ-
mental issues. 

Cuba is so close to American soil 
that the environmental policies in our 
country affect them and vice versa. It 
would be great to have them develop 
some really good ocean standards and 
marine standards as we are trying to 
do along the Florida coast. 

They have already done some work 
with law enforcement, of integrating 
information and trading, particularly 
on narcotics trafficking and things like 
that, and opened up mail service from 
the United States. 
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They have lifted what they could on 

the travel ban. Americans are allowed 
to go. Today I am real excited to learn 
that both countries have agreed to 
begin commercial air service, sched-
uled air service. You have had to go on 
charter flights. I believe your city of 
Oakland, California, is one of those cit-
ies that is designated as a scheduled 
airline airport so people can fly di-
rectly from Oakland, California, to Ha-
vana to visit. 

We have opened up a claims process, 
and we need to do more particularly in 
Cuba on human rights processes. On 
global health, Cuba and the United 
States got together jointly to help the 
Haitians with the critical needs that 
Haiti has in their delivery of medicine 
and care to that really poor country so 
devastated by the earthquake. 

Mr. Speaker, what I am very excited 
about, frankly, is that Cuba has hosted 
probably one of the most important 
discussions going on in the world, and 
that is how to end the longest revolu-
tionary war, the best financed revolu-
tionary war in the history of the world, 
which is the FARC, supported by all 
the drugs in Colombia; and the Colom-
bian Government and the FARC rebels 
have been sitting down in Cuba and 
working out a very complicated ‘‘how 
do we end a war,’’ ‘‘how do we get you 
back into civil society,’’ ‘‘how do we 
stop the violence.’’ 

With that, and with the recognition 
of Cuba, it is the first time that an en-
tire hemisphere, the higher hemisphere 
in this world, has been in diplomatic 
relations and peaceful relations with 
no country fighting another country 
within the hemisphere. What a great 
model for the rest of the world, and 
what a great model to show those 
countries in conflict, internal conflict, 
that if FARC and Colombian Govern-
ment can sit down and work out a 
peaceful resolution, then any country 
can do that. 

So I want to thank you and celebrate 
today. December 17 will be a day I will 
not only remember as my wife’s birth-
day. We will remember it as the day 
that the Cubans and the Americans 
started breaking the cold war, the fro-
zen foreign policy. 

BARBARA LEE, you had a lot to do 
with it. 

Ms. LEE. Thank you, Congressman 
FARR. Let me thank you for laying out 
much of the history and the rationale 
for what seems so simple, to normalize 
relations between our country and 
Cuba. 

And December 17 marks another 
milestone, and that is the release of 
our good friend, Alan Gross. He and 
Judy Gross, of course, are very excited 
about the forward agenda that we have 
here in Congress to lift the embargo 
and to lift the travel ban. Also, it is a 
day that we just want to say to Alan 
that a year later we are really pleased 
that he is home with his family. We sa-
lute Alan Gross, the people of Cuba, 
and our own government for making 
sure that this happened on December 17 
of last year. 

Mr. FARR. Yes. You were so instru-
mental. Think about it. A year ago, 
Alan Gross was on a plane coming back 
after spending 5 years—longer—in a 
Cuban prison. You and I had the chance 
to visit him there. As we knew, his 
state was frail, and if he hadn’t gotten 
out, I really worried about him. 

I saw him the other day here on the 
Hill, and he looked just fantastic. His 
spirit is back, and what a great spokes-
man for America and for foreign policy 
that countries can resolve differences. 

Ms. LEE. Absolutely. Thank you, 
Congressman FARR. 

I now yield to Congresswoman KAREN 
BASS, who has been a great leader for 
many, many years. In the day, I think 
Congresswoman BASS was really very 
clear on why we needed normal rela-
tions and should have normal relations 
between their country and the United 
States. It is in our own national inter-
ests to do that. She certainly knows 
that and has been before a lot of people 
very involved in ending the embargo. 

Ms. BASS. Thank you very much, 
Congresswoman LEE. 

I want to applaud your leadership 
and the leadership of Congressman 
FARR. We will miss him, as this is his 
last session in Congress. 

For years, you have worked to have 
normal relations between the United 
States and Cuba. Although I have only 
been here for 5 years, I know that you 
have put in many, many years working 
to see that our two nations cooperated. 
It is really amazing if you think that 
we are only 90 miles away and where 
else is there in the world where we 
have two countries that are so close 
but yet we have not really been able to 
communicate and have normal rela-
tions? So I am happy to celebrate this 
1-year anniversary, and I look forward 
to our nations continuing to work to-
gether. 

There are a few things that I would 
like to mention: the fact that even in 
spite of the embargo and the travel 
ban, over 100,000 Americans visited 
Cuba every year before the policy 
change. But Americans had to go 
through all sorts of changes in order to 
have the opportunity to visit the is-
land. Now, with travel opening up—and 
I am glad that the flights will go from 
your city, Congresswoman LEE. They 
will also go from Los Angeles, direct 
from Los Angeles to Havana. 

Oftentimes when we think of estab-
lishing and reestablishing relations in 
Cuba, we think about it from the van-
tage point of what the United States 
has to offer the island, and certainly 
we can talk long about that. But the 
Cubans actually have things to offer 
the United States. I can think of sev-
eral examples. 

Right now, there are over 50 U.S. stu-
dents that are studying medicine for 
free in Cuba. The only obligation that 
those students have is that, when they 
come back to the United States after 
graduating, they have to commit to 
practice medicine in an underserved 
area. 

The Cubans have been pioneering 
medication and a vaccine to prevent 
lung cancer. They have also been able 
to develop a medication that has 
helped reduce the need to amputate 
limbs secondary to diabetic neurop-
athy. They have developed this medica-
tion, and that is something that we 
could use from the Cubans. 

So I am looking forward to our con-
tinuing to establish and deepen our ties 
with the island. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, let me thank 
the gentlewoman from California, once 
again, for being here and for her leader-
ship. We have legislation, H.R. 3238, to 
lift the embargo; H.R. 664; and H.R. 403, 
also to lift the embargo and travel ban. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

THE PRICE OF CIVILIZATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
SANFORD) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to dovetail for one moment on the con-
versation that was just held by my col-
leagues from across the aisle. I think 
that they have been courageous. I 
think about SAM FARR and I think 
about BARBARA LEE, and what they 
have pushed for, ultimately, has less to 
do with Cuba—though they might 
argue otherwise—and more to do with 
American rights. 

I would give, just as an example, that 
this whole notion of a travel morato-
rium as it now exists from the United 
States to Cuba is nonsensical—they 
have been bold enough to point that 
out—and many other things for quite 
some number of years. They have led 
the way on this issue. 

I just want to applaud them because, 
if you stop and think about it, as an 
American, you can travel to any coun-
try on the globe—except for one. You 
can go to North Korea. You can go to 
Syria. You can go to Iran, and you 
could go to Iraq. It may not work out 
well for you, but you can go to any-
place on the globe except for a place 
roughly 60 miles off of Key West. That 
is a remarkable infringement on Amer-
ican liberty at the end of the day. So I 
thank them for what they have done 
not only on behalf of the Cuban people, 
but, ultimately, to advance this larger 
notion of individual liberty here in this 
country. 

With that having been said, I also 
want to touch for one moment on the 
Progressive Hour that preceded my 
time. It was said during that hour that 
taxes ‘‘are the cost of living in a civ-
ilized society.’’ I think the question 
that all of us would have to ask is: How 
civilized a society do you want to live 
in then? 

I have told my boys about this maga-
zine that they will one day read, enti-
tled, Reader’s Digest, and when they 
poll the different readers, they came 
out with the finding that Americans 
would be roughly happy with one-quar-
ter of their wages garnished and sent 
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off to the world of taxes, whether at 
the Federal, State, or local level. 

The reality, as is pointed out by a 
guy by the name of Laurence Kotlikoff, 
who studied a thing called generational 
accounting at Boston University, is 
that a child born into America today 
will face roughly an 82 percent tax li-
ability, which is to say, if that is the 
cost of civilization, many people would 
say: I want a much less civilized soci-
ety, because 82 percent does not allow 
me to be civilized in the way to offer 
Christmas presents to my kids at 
Christmastime, help out at the local 
church or charity, pay for my kids’ 
education, or all the other things that 
go with life. 

So, yes, we recognize that taxes are a 
part of civilized society, but the degree 
of tax load that faces this next genera-
tion is not only astounding, but it ulti-
mately brings with it the roots of our 
civilization’s undoing if we don’t watch 
out, which will bring me to what I 
wanted to talk about just a moment 
ago. 

In the military, they have a thing 
called an after-action review. An after- 
action review is simply saying: Let’s 
look at what just occurred and analyze 
for one moment what did we get right 
and what did we get wrong and how 
might we not get it a little bit better 
the next time around. 

In that light, I want to look at the 
omnibus bill. Debate is done. We will 
vote on it tomorrow morning, and we 
will head for Christmas and holiday 
seasons across this country. In that re-
gard, I offer empathy to HAL ROGERS, 
the Appropriations team, and all in 
leadership who were involved in the ne-
gotiating process, which—I get it—was 
hard. I think that it is easy to Monday 
afternoon quarterback these kind of 
things, and my attempt to analyze is 
not an attempt to do that. There was a 
plus and minus, in essence, for every 
Member of Congress. 

There is something to like in a tril-
lion-dollar bill, and there is something 
to dislike in a trillion-dollar bill of 
2,000 pages. So when I go down the 
pluses and the minuses, coming from 
Charleston, South Carolina, you would 
look at something like Guantanamo 
Bay, and you would say: I think it is a 
plus that there is another prohibition 
on domestically relocating high-value 
targets from Guantanamo Bay to the 
United States of America. I think that 
makes sense. It is, in fact, the third 
prohibition that this Congress has put 
in place. The other two the President 
has signed, and my hope is that he will 
certainly adhere to that here for the 
last couple months of his Presidency. 

I think that fully funding the mili-
tary, which is a core function of the 
Federal Government, is a plus. I could 
go with a number of other pluses. I will 
mention minuses, though. 

I don’t think what should have been 
done was done with regard to Syrian 
refugees. 

I don’t think what could have been 
done was done with regard to Planned 
Parenthood. 

I look at a program like the Mari-
time SEA program—$5.4 million a ship. 
It is corporate welfare if you want to 
cut to the chase. I think that is a real 
challenge. Programs like that 
shouldn’t have been in this bill. 

I look at the Cybersecurity Informa-
tion Sharing Act of 2015. I think it is 
an infringement upon our Fourth 
Amendment rights as Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that civil lib-
erties are really the foundation to 
every other liberty that we enjoy as 
Americans, and I think that there are 
real challenges there. The Founding 
Fathers were so deliberate about put-
ting in place civil liberties because 
they didn’t like the idea of a British 
soldier coming into a house and root-
ing around long enough until they 
found something to charge you with. I 
think what we have in this bill is an 
extension of that infringement that 
was guarded against at the time of the 
founding of the Republic. 

I look at the crude oil export ban 
coming down. I know that is viewed as 
a positive thing within the Chamber. 
As a coastal resident, I view it as a 
negative. To me, it is a bit of an 
oxymoron. To say, ‘‘I tell you what. We 
are going to ship oil offshore, but we 
are now going to begin to open up for 
exploration areas that had been prohib-
ited, not been open for exploration, off 
the Carolinas under the guise of energy 
independence, but we are going to take 
what we might find there and ship it to 
France,’’ to me, that just doesn’t make 
sense. I struggle with that. 

I struggle with the EPA ruling. The 
EPA has made a giant territorial grab 
with regard to waters—or nonwaters, if 
you want to call them that—of the 
United States. So I think, again, more 
could have been done. 

For those different reasons, I am ul-
timately going to vote ‘‘no’’ on this to-
morrow. 

b 1615 

I think that, in terms of my after-ac-
tion review, the point is not to pick the 
pluses and the minuses because they 
are in a bill this big, but to highlight 
the way in which the taxpayer always 
loses when you end up with a giant 
amalgamated total at the end of the 
session. 

An omnibus bill inherently is bad for 
the taxpayer because it gives every-
body in the world of politics a reason 
to vote for it or to vote against it. 
Whoever comes up at your townhall 
meeting or at the rotary club back 
home, you are able to say: I was for 
you. I was with you. 

Because there is unlimited disguise 
in one’s ability to be for or against a 
Christmas tree sort of bill with as 
many ornaments as this one has on it. 

I just want to highlight that this bill 
ultimately is a plus of about $50 bil-
lion. $50 billion, if broken out across 
the United States, is about $400 of addi-
tional spending per family. 

The question I think we each have to 
ask, as taxpayer advocates, is: Is an-

other $400 going to Washington in line 
with what my taxpayers want or would 
they rather have that money at home 
to spend, indeed, on Christmas presents 
under the tree or a host of other family 
needs? 

If you add to that the entitlement 
spending that is going to occur at the 
same time—that is roughly about an-
other $194 billion—you begin to look at 
startling increases that continue to 
progress. 

I look at this bill and I say that the 
one loser in this equation is the tax-
payer, regardless of what a good job 
HAL ROGERS and others on the appro-
priation team attempted to do because 
of the nature of the bill—the fact is 
that we are looking at an omnibus bill. 

It is my Christmas tree wish, as we 
go into the season, that next year come 
this time we are not going to face an 
omnibus bill. Speaker RYAN has prom-
ised that that will be the case and we 
will go back to so-called regular order. 

I just want to emphasize that it is 
vital from a taxpayer standpoint that 
we do so. Because, if we don’t, the 
undoing of our civilization is being laid 
at rest not with the threat of ter-
rorism. Terrorism brings with it the 
capacity to hurt a nation, to kill thou-
sands or to kill hundreds. It doesn’t 
bring with it the ability to bring down 
a nation. 

What brings the ability to bring 
down a nation is rot from within. The 
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said it best when he was asked 
what is the biggest threat to America. 
His answer was not the Chinese, not 
terrorism, not a whole host of threats 
around the globe. His answer was the 
American debt. 

The omnibus bill that we will pass 
tomorrow is a threat with regard to the 
growth of entitlement spending, do-
mestic discretionary spending, and 
overall spending. It is vital that we get 
this process right next year. 

Mr. Speaker, I do wish you a Merry 
Christmas. 

Before I call it quits, I yield to the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS), 
who I also wish a Merry Christmas to. 

HONORING DR. MEG WHITLEY 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Merry 

Christmas to my dear colleague from 
South Carolina as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a 
constituent who has put her beliefs 
into action. 

Dr. Meg Whitley has dedicated her 
life to meeting the needs of her com-
munity. She is a professor emeritus at 
Young Harris College in northeast 
Georgia, where she teaches French and 
Spanish. 

In addition to empowering her stu-
dents through education, she has spent 
the past 25 years leading CROP Hunger 
Walks to raise awareness and funds to 
help end hunger and poverty in both 
northeast Georgia and around the 
world. 

Through the efforts of Dr. Whitley, 
the Towns County Food Pantry, the 
Clay County Food Pantry, the SAFE 
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House in Blairsville, food boxes in 
Suches, numerous families, and other 
non-profits, emergency needs were 
served. 

When Dr. Whitley is asked about her 
efforts and how long she will continue 
to give selflessly to our community, 
her response is always: Have we put an 
end to hunger yet? Also, by the way, 
Mr. Speaker, as of today, they have 
met their $200,000 goal. 

Northeast Georgia is a better place 
because of the efforts of Dr. Whitley. I 
celebrate Dr. Whitley and her volun-
teer team on their 25th CROP Walk an-
niversary and thank them for all they 
have done for families in need in north-
east Georgia and throughout the world. 

This is what makes representing the 
Ninth District of Georgia special. Espe-
cially at a time like this, with Christ-
mas approaching, it is always the sea-
son when others give. Dr. Meg Whitley 
is one who does that over and over 
again. 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Georgia, and I 
thank him for the way he highlighted 
great action from folks there at home. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, here is 
an article just in Politico by Burgess 
Everett. It is today. It concludes with 
a quote from Senator CHARLES SCHU-
MER of New York: 

‘‘ ‘Sen. McConnell wants to see the 
Senate work,’ Schumer said. ’But the 
good news for us is, to make it work, 
he has to do basically our agenda.’ ’’ 

That is what we have been telling 
people for so long, Mr. Speaker, that 
people across America say: We would 
like to see you guys in Washington 
work together. We would like to see 
government not shut down, that you 
guys work together and get things 
done. 

But as we explained repeatedly—and 
now it has been confirmed by Senator 
SCHUMER—there is only one way that 
some folks here in this Capitol building 
will reach an agreement with Repub-
licans. Normally, that is if we do ex-
actly their agenda. 

I go back to the spring of 2011, when 
Republicans resumed the majority in 
the House of Representatives. There 
was a CR that was going to expire. The 
Government would run out of money at 
midnight. As I recall, it was a Friday. 

It appeared to me—and I have said 
since then that it certainly appeared 
that HARRY REID believed and the 
White House believed the conventional 
wisdom here in Washington—that, if 
the Democrats could force a shutdown, 
then their massive friends in the main-
stream media would blame Republicans 
and that would be their best shot at re-
gaining a majority in the House and 
keeping it in the Senate. 

So, basically, to avoid a shutdown at 
midnight, although our Speaker at the 
time, Speaker Boehner, gathered us to-
gether late that evening and said, 
‘‘Look, we have gotten $29 billion in 
cuts. I know we said it would be $100 
billion originally and then $60 billion, 
but we have $29 billion,’’ it turns out 
we didn’t get those, that we may have 
spent more money. 

In essence, it appears that the Speak-
er had to basically cave to what HARRY 
REID wanted in order to avoid a shut-
down in the spring of 2011. That contin-
ued to occur. We would come up on 
deadlines. The Senate would not pass 
any of the appropriations bills, would 
sit back and say: We are not going to 
do our work. We are not going to com-
ply with our constitutional responsi-
bility. We are going to sit back. We are 
going to wait, get bills from the House, 
and then demand our agenda. If they 
don’t give us our agenda, then we will 
shut things down. Our friends in the 
mainstream media will blame Repub-
licans. Then we will get the majority 
back in the House. 

Finally, in September of 2013, we 
gave HARRY REID basically everything 
he wanted and he still shut the govern-
ment down. Just as conventional wis-
dom had indicated, the mainstream 
media blamed Republicans. 

In fact, the mainstream media 
mantra was so overwhelming that even 
Speaker Boehner got confused or 
maybe—I guess maybe he did blame 
Republicans because we didn’t totally 
capitulate on everything HARRY REID 
wanted. We gave him most everything 
he wanted. 

The last thing we did was appoint— 
this is at 1:10 a.m. on the morning of 
October 1 of 2013—we approved the ap-
pointment of conferees. HARRY REID 
wouldn’t even approve conferees so we 
could have a deal worked out by 8 a.m. 
and nobody would miss work. He 
wouldn’t even do that. He didn’t want a 
deal worked out. He wanted a shut-
down. 

They had already contracted to bring 
barriers to shut down open air memo-
rials so people couldn’t even walk down 
the sidewalk. Apparently, the people in 
this administration believed, if we can 
jerk around World War II veterans, 
then Republicans will get blamed for 
that, too. So they violated the law. 
They spent more in shutting things 
down than they would normally spend 
in keeping them open. 

That violates the law as it exists. 
They shut down things that there was 
totally no reason to shut down. They 
brought in more Park Service people to 
help shut them down than are nor-
mally ever out there. 

All of that was to try to make people 
blame Republicans when it was clearly 
the calloused, intentional desire to in-
flict harm on people, including World 
War II veterans, by some people within 
this administration. 

But America didn’t fall for it, and 
they didn’t give Democrats back the 
majority in the House. In fact, they 

gave Republicans the majority in the 
Senate. 

Today we get this story quoting Sen-
ator SCHUMER, a Democrat from New 
York: The good news for us is, to make 
it work, Senator MCCONNELL has to do 
basically our agenda. 

Then we find out a story today from 
Carolyn May: 

‘‘Senior officials rejected a proposal 
to incorporate social media screenings 
in the vetting process of foreign visa 
applicants in 2011.’’ 

Four years ago this administration 
said: We are going to continue our ef-
fort to blind ourselves of our ability to 
see our enemy and to know who our 
enemy is. That started back in 2009, 
when this administration came into 
town. 

Basically, the Council on American- 
Islamic Relations, a coconspirator 
named in the Holy Land Foundation 
trial for supporting terrorism, has an 
open door and they answered their 
phones at the White House anytime 
they called and complained. 

They wanted documents purged so 
our FBI agents, our intelligence offi-
cials, our State Department people, 
could not be adequately trained on 
what radical Islamists believe. 

This administration still will not 
even recognize that such a thing as 
radical Islam exists. Not one person in 
the administration that is elected that 
is making these decisions or that has 
been confirmed by the Senate has an 
advanced degree in Islamic studies and 
especially not advanced degrees from 
the University of Baghdad in Islamic 
studies, as one of the world’s most re-
nowned experts on Islam does. 

That world-renowned expert on Islam 
with a Ph.D. from the University of 
Baghdad in Islamic studies makes very 
clear that the Islamic State is Islam. 
His name is al-Baghdadi. He is the head 
of the Islamic State. 

As the very learned Carolyn Glick 
has pointed out, the failure of any ad-
ministration, Republican or Democrat, 
to recognize that radical Islam is a 
part of Islam is performing a huge dis-
favor for moderate Muslims who want 
to stand up against radical Islam. 

b 1630 
But, by this administration’s saying 

there is no pluralism in Islam—it is all 
good, and there are no bad people who 
are claiming to be and who actually 
are Islamic—it does a great disservice 
to moderate Muslims who would like to 
stand up and take it on. There have 
been wonderful friends of the United 
States who have. President el-Sisi in 
Egypt has, and others have. For some 
reason, this administration chooses to 
alienate those who are Muslim who 
would stand up against radical Islam, 
as if they don’t have enough problems 
as it is. 

It was a friend in intelligence, here in 
the U.S. Government, who made that 
statement that I used a moment ago— 
‘‘We have blinded ourselves of our abil-
ity to see our enemy’’—and that con-
tinues. 
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If this administration had not made 

that decision in 2011 to not look at so-
cial media, they could have seen that 
Malik, which is, surely, not her real 
name, had pledged her allegiance to 
radical Islam. It is kind of tough to 
recognize when somebody pledges one’s 
allegiance to radical Islam if one won’t 
even recognize that there is such a 
thing as radical Islam. 

This article from Joseph Kolb reads: 
‘‘A proposal to admit 10,000 Syrian 

refugees to the United States has ig-
nited a bitter debate in Washington, 
but more than 10 times that number of 
people from the embattled country 
have quietly come to America since 
2012, according to figures obtained by 
FoxNews.com. 

‘‘Some 102,313 Syrians were granted 
admission to the United States as legal 
permanent residents or through pro-
grams including work, study and tour-
ist visas from 2012 through August of 
this year, a period which roughly coin-
cides with the devastating civil war 
that still engulfs the Middle Eastern 
country. Experts say any fears that 
terrorists might infiltrate the proposed 
wave of refugees from the United Na-
tions-run camps should be dwarfed by 
the potential danger already here. 

‘‘ ‘The sheer number of people arriv-
ing on all kinds of visas and with green 
cards, and possibly U.S. citizenship, 
makes it impossible for our counterter-
rorism authorities to keep track of 
them all, much less prevent them from 
carrying out attacks or belatedly try 
to deport them,’ said Jessica Vaughan 
of the Center for Immigration Studies. 

‘‘ ‘I think it’s reasonable to assume 
that the U.S. Government ran the min-
imum intelligence traces required at 
the time of entry.’ ’’ 

We know now, as of 2011, they 
wouldn’t even bother to look to see if 
someone who was wishing to come in 
had made statements on social media 
or had even had his picture taken with 
known terrorists. 

Of course, we had a great, valiant pa-
triot in the person of Phil Haney, in his 
working for the Department of Home-
land Security, who was cited for his 
brilliance in finding over 300 of 400 peo-
ple who were looked at, on whom he 
had entered data, and who should have 
been added to the terrorist watch list 
from an organization called Tablighi 
Jamaat. Since there are, apparently, 
ties with people in that organization to 
this administration—perhaps it is 
CAIR—they complained, and he ended 
up being chastised and put off, away 
from the ability to enter data. 

His investigation into Tablighi 
Jamaat and potential radicals within 
that organization was shut down, not 
by his superior—his superior recog-
nized his importance—but by people 
way up the chain. If that investigation 
had continued, it appears pretty clear 
there would have been people alive 
today in San Bernardino who are dead. 

‘‘Numbers obtained from the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection show 
60,010 Syrian visa holders have entered 

the U.S. since 2012, including 16,245 this 
year through August. Additional num-
bers provided by a Congressional 
source showed another 42,303 Syrians 
were granted citizenship or green cards 
during the same period. 

‘‘ ‘It is highly unlikely that the 
102,313 Syrians who were admitted over 
the past three years were effectively 
vetted,’ said spokesman Ira Mehlman, 
of the Federation for American Immi-
gration Reform. ‘Even in countries 
where we have a strong diplomatic 
presence, the sheer volume of back-
ground checks being carried out pre-
cludes the kind of thorough vetting 
that is necessary.’ ’’ 

We know also, from Mark Krikorian’s 
research, that it costs 12 times more to 
bring Syrian refugees here to the 
United States than it does to keep 
them alive and keep them functioning 
somewhere in the area of Syria. So it is 
pretty arrogant for the United States 
to claim we need to bring these Syrian 
refugees to the United States even 
though we could, actually, help and 
keep alive and keep functioning 11 
more people in addition to the ones we 
brought here if we were to just help 
them where they are. 

We also had this report yesterday: 
‘‘Chattanooga shooting a ‘terror at-
tack,’ FBI Director James Comey 
says.’’ 

‘‘The semantic dance of whether or 
not to call the July mass shooting in 
Chattanooga a ‘terrorist’ attack ap-
pears to be winding down. 

‘‘FBI Director James Comey twice 
called the deadly Chattanooga shooting 
that killed four Marines and one sailor 
a ’terror attack’ during a press con-
ference with NYPD commissioner Bill 
Bratton on Wednesday. Bratton and 
Comey spoke after addressing the 
NYPD Shield Conference in New York 
City. 

‘‘ ‘We’ve investigated Chattanooga as 
a terror attack from the beginning,’ 
Comey said. ‘The Chattanooga killer 
was inspired by a foreign terror organi-
zation. It’s hard to entangle which par-
ticular source . . . there are lots of 
competing poisons out there.’ 

‘‘That response came as Comey was 
asked to clarify an earlier statement in 
which he linked the root cause of the 
July 16 rampage by Muhammad 
Youssef Abdulazeez, a naturalized U.S. 
citizen who was born in Kuwait, to the 
recent Islamic terrorist attack in San 
Bernardino. 

‘‘ ‘San Bernardino, as with Chat-
tanooga, another terror attack we’ve 
dealt with in recent times . . .’ Comey 
began the answer to a question about 
the December 2 terror attack in Cali-
fornia. 

‘‘Abdulazeez, 24, was fatally shot by 
police after opening fire at a military 
recruiting center and then driving to a 
reserve center, where he killed five.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is absolutely heart-
breaking to know that people like him 
are in this country, that they have got 
information out there on social media 
that indicates their terrorist affili-

ations, and that this administration, 
number one, will not recognize that 
there is something called radical Islam 
and, number two, won’t allow their 
people, who work for them, to check to 
see if there is such information about 
people who are seeking to come into 
this country who will ultimately kill 
Americans. 

Then this story yesterday from Judi-
cial Watch: ‘‘Team led by Middle East-
ern Woman Caught Surveilling U.S. 
Facility on Mexican Border.’’ 

‘‘A Middle Eastern woman was 
caught surveilling a U.S. port of entry 
on the Mexican border holding a 
sketchbook with Arabic writing and 
drawings of the facility and its secu-
rity system, federal law enforcement 
sources tell Judicial Watch. 

‘‘The woman has been identified as 
23-year-old Leila Abdelrazaq, according 
to a Customs and Border Patrol report 
. . . Abdelrazaq appeared to have two 
accomplices, a 31-year-old man named 
Gabriel Schivone and a 28-year-old 
woman named Leslie Mcafee. CBP 
agents noticed the trio ‘observing the 
facilities’ at the Port of Mariposa in 
Nogales, Arizona on December 2. 
Schivone was first noticed inside the 
entrance of the pedestrian area while 
the two women stood outside by the 
entry door, the CBP document states. 

‘‘When Federal officers asked 
Abdelrazaq why she was drawing 
sketches of the facilities she ‘stated be-
cause she’s never been to the border,’ 
according to the CBP report . . . ‘Dur-
ing the inspection of the Abdelrazaq 
sketching book, CBPOs noticed the 
book contained writings in English and 
Arabic language . . . There were draw-
ings of what appeared to be a vehicle 
primary inspection area and an addi-
tional drawing of pedestrian turnstile 
gate depicting video surveillance cam-
eras above the gate.’ The report pro-
ceeds to reveal that the drawings were 
‘partial and incomplete.’ 

‘‘This distressing information comes 
on the heels of two separate—and 
equally alarming—incidents in the 
same vicinity. A few weeks ago Judi-
cial Watch reported that five young 
Middle Eastern men were apprehended 
by the U.S. Border Patrol in Amado, an 
Arizona town situated about 30 miles 
from the Mexican border. Two of the 
men were carrying stainless steel cyl-
inders in backpacks, alarming Border 
Patrol officials enough to call the De-
partment of Homeland Security for 
backup. DHS officially denies this ever 
occurred, but law enforcement and 
other sources have confirmed . . . that 
the two men carrying the cylinders 
were believed to be taken into custody 
by the FBI. 

‘‘Of interesting note is that only 
three of the men’s names were entered 
in the Border Patrol’s E3 reporting sys-
tem, which is used by the agency to 
track apprehensions, detention hear-
ings and removals of illegal immi-
grants. E3 also collects and transmits 
biographic and biometric data includ-
ing fingerprints for identification and 
verification . . . The other two men 
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were listed as ‘unknown subjects,’ 
which is unheard of, according to a Ju-
dicial Watch federal law enforcement 
source. ‘In all my years I’ve never seen 
that before,’ a veteran federal law en-
forcement agent told Judicial Watch.’’ 

Anyway, there just continues to be 
more and more bad news from the bor-
der. 

When I read the article today, I 
thought: Nogales, Arizona. I read a 
story before about Nogales. Obviously, 
this is indicating—with the Arabic lan-
guage, with the sketches of the en-
trance by people from the Middle 
East—very curious behavior from these 
Middle Eastern folks. I went back 
through articles I had, and this is 
where I had seen the name Nogales, Ar-
izona. 

This is an article from December 27, 
2013: 

‘‘John Dodson, the federal agent who 
blew the lid off the Justice Depart-
ment’s ‘Fast and Furious’ gun-walking 
scandal, claims the FBI had ties to the 
men who killed U.S. Border Patrol 
Agent Brian Terry, in 2010, near 
Nogales, Arizona. In fact, Dodson says 
the Mexican bandits who gunned down 
Terry were working for FBI operatives 
and had been sent to the border to do a 
‘drug rip-off’ using intelligence gath-
ered by the DEA. Dodson, a special 
agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives, said he 
doesn’t think the FBI was part of the 
rip-off crew, but the agency was ‘di-
recting the rip crew.’ ’’ 

The point here, I think, that is im-
portant is that we know that this ad-
ministration was pushing legitimate 
gun dealers in the United States to sell 
to people who shouldn’t have been al-
lowed to get guns so that they could 
end up going to drug cartels, and they 
could, supposedly, follow the weapons. 
We know that one of those weapons 
this administration pushed to be sold 
ended up in the hands of drug cartels 
who killed, apparently, U.S. Border Pa-
trol Agent Brian Terry in 2010. 

b 1645 
So we know there is violent drug car-

tel activity in the Nogales, Arizona, 
area. Now, this interesting report says 
that apparently there is not just drug 
cartel activity in that area, there is 

also Middle Eastern activity 
surveilling the entry areas. 

I think it is also important to re-
member what this administration did, 
as reported by Sharyl Attkisson, at the 
time with CBS News, before they de-
cided they didn’t want someone work-
ing at CBS who was exposing some-
thing that was such a big problem as 
Fast and Furious. 

In Sharyl Attkisson’s article of De-
cember 7, 2011, she points out commu-
nications within this administration, 
after this administration pushed gun 
dealers to sell to people they shouldn’t 
have, so that guns could go to drug car-
tels in Mexico. They then, according to 
communications as reported by Sharyl 
Attkisson, in emails that were gained, 
to use the fact that long guns were 
being sold to people that shouldn’t 
have been and that those were being 
used in crimes, they wanted to use that 
to pass more gun control legislation or 
rules to take law-abiding citizens’ Sec-
ond Amendment rights away from 
them. Absolutely astounding. 

Also, there is an article yesterday in 
the National Review entitled, ‘‘Increas-
ing the Number of Guest Worker Visas 
Will Hurt America’s Most Vulnerable 
Workers,’’ by Ian Smith. It states: 
‘‘Pro-labor advocates are criticizing a 
new addition to the Senate’s omnibus 
spending bill, a provision they say will 
quadruple the number of H–2B visas for 
unskilled guest workers, for a total of 
more than 250,000.’’ 

Most of the people I know who are 
Republicans want to bring down the ex-
tremely high unemployment level for 
African Americans and other minori-
ties. Yet, this administration has 
pushed so hard something they wanted. 
They want more people coming in and 
taking jobs, lowering the wages of 
American citizens and American work-
ers, taking entry-level jobs away from 
those we should be pushing off welfare 
into jobs and working. I know an awful 
lot of people that would love to work 
and would love to have those jobs. 

Here is another article from Decem-
ber 15, 2015, entitled: ‘‘White House 
Opens Door to CAIR Rep, Ignores Mus-
lim Reformers.’’ 

This is the problem, Mr. Speaker, in 
this administration. This administra-
tion is allowing the foxes to set up and 

give advice on how to run the hen-
house. Unfortunately, the henhouse 
contains law-abiding American citizens 
who are put at risk by this administra-
tion’s refusal to acknowledge that 
Islam is pluralistic, just like Christi-
anity is. There are extremes at dif-
ferent ends, but there is a radical Islam 
that wants to destroy this country. 
There are others more moderate. 

Like, those in the Muslim Brother-
hood, they want to take over the 
United States. But as they have indi-
cated: We are making so much progress 
in taking over the United States with-
out violence. We will have to use it at 
some point, but let’s not use violence 
as long as we are making so much 
progress. That seems to be the theme 
of the Muslim Brotherhood right now 
in America. 

This administration continues to be 
complicit in helping people that were 
named in the prosecution of support for 
terrorist activity, which convictions 
were obtained with the idea that we 
can go after the rest of these named 
conspirators later. The trouble is, after 
the conviction, within a month and a 
half, this administration takes over; 
and they not only refused to prosecute 
the coconspirators, they bring them in 
as their advisers. Is there any wonder 
there are not more Americans being 
killed? 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. NADLER (at the request of Ms. 

PELOSI) for today on account of family 
emergency. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 
A bill of the Senate of the following 

title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1616. An act to provide for the identifica-
tion and prevention of improper payments 
and the identification of strategic sourcing 
opportunities by reviewing and analyzing the 
use of Federal agency charge cards; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

N O T I C E 

Incomplete record of House proceedings. Except for concluding business which follows. The Joint Explanatory 
Statement regarding House Amendment No. 1 to the Senate Amendment on H.R. 2029 will be continued in Book 

II and Book III. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 50 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, December 18, 2015, at 9 
a.m. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3794. A letter from the Assistant Director 
for Legislative Affairs, Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, transmitting the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau’s annual 
report to Congress on college credit card 
agreements, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1637; Pub-

lic Law 111-24, Sec. 305(a)(3); (123 Stat. 1750); 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

3795. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; NH; In-
frastructure State Implementation Plan Re-
quirements for Ozone, Lead, and Nitrogen 
Dioxide [EPA-R01-OAR-2012-0950; A-1-FRL- 
9940-15-Region 1] received December 16, 2015, 
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pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3796. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Quality Implementation 
Plan Approval; Illinois; Illinois Power Hold-
ings and AmerenEnergy Medina Valley 
Cogen Variance [EPA-R05-OAR-2014-0705; 
FRL-9939-75-Region 5] received December 16, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 
868); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

3797. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Idaho: Interstate 
Transport of Ozone [EPA-R10-OAR-2015-0258; 
FRL-9940-32-Region 10] received December 16, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 
868); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

3798. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Oregon: Interstate 
Transport of Ozone [EPA-R10-OAR-2015-0259; 
FRL-9940-35-Region 10] received December 16, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 
868); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

3799. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Texas and Okla-
homa; Regional Haze State Implementation 
Plans; Interstate Visibility Transport State 
Implementation Plan to Address Pollution 
Affecting Visibility and Regional Haze; Fed-
eral Implementation Plan for Regional Haze 
[EPA-R06-OAR-2014-0754; FRL-9940-21-Region 
6] received December 15, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

3800. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Extension of Pesticide Res-
idue Tolerances for Emergency Exemptions 
(Multiple Chemicals) [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015- 
0766; FRL-9939-95] received December 16, 2015, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3801. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pendimethalin; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2014-0397; FRL- 
9937-18] received December 16, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3802. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Texas: Final Author-
ization of State-initiated Changes and Incor-
poration by Reference of State Hazardous 
Waste Management Program [EPA-R06- 
RCRA-2015-0110; FRL-9939-51-Region 6] re-
ceived December 16, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

3803. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, Transmittal 
No.: DDTC 15-117, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as 

added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82 
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

3804. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, Transmittal 
No.: DDTC 15-024, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as 
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82 
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

3805. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance, Transmittal No.: 15-27, 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 
90-629, Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 
106 -113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3806. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States, Transmittal No.: 16-05, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, 
Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 106 
-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3807. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States, Transmittal No.: 16-01, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, 
Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 106 
-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3808. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States, Transmittal No.: 16-06, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, 
Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 106 
-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3809. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States, Transmittal No.: 15-74, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, 
Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 106 
-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3810. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States, Transmittal No.: 15-72, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, 
Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 106 
-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3811. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States, Transmittal No.: 15-45, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, 
Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 106 
-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3812. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States, Transmittal No.: 15-44, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1); Public Law 90-629, 
Sec. 36(b) (as amended by Public Law 106 
-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 536); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3813. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards: Con-
forming Amendments [Docket No.: FR-5783- 
F-02] (RIN: 2501-AD66) received December 16, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 
868); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. ROTHFUS (for himself and Mr. 
HIGGINS): 

H.R. 4281. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prohibit the inclusion of 
social security numbers of donors in chari-
table contribution substantiation acknowl-
edgements; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT: 
H.R. 4282. A bill to clarify the meaning of 

the term ‘‘prevailing party’’ with regard to 
the recovery of attorneys’ fees; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MCNERNEY: 
H.R. 4283. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to impose a tax on coal, oil, 
and natural gas, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CURBELO of Florida (for him-
self, Ms. CLARKE of New York, and 
Mr. CHABOT): 

H.R. 4284. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration 
to issue regulations providing examples of a 
failure to comply in good faith with the re-
quirements of prime contractors with re-
spect to subcontracting plans; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business. 

By Mr. FINCHER (for himself and Mr. 
STIVERS): 

H.R. 4285. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to require the screening of vol-
unteers at Federal prisons for terrorist links, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KIND: 
H.R. 4286. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-

tion Campaign Act of 1971 to eliminate the 
thresholds for reporting the identification of 
persons making contributions to political 
committees with respect to elections for 
Federal office; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 

By Ms. LOFGREN (for herself, Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. CÁRDENAS, 
Mr. COHEN, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, 
Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
FARENTHOLD, Mr. FORBES, Mr. FOS-
TER, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. ISSA, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Mr. MILLER of Florida, 
Mr. KILMER, Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. 
LANCE, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. OLSON, Mr. 
KING of New York, Mr. POLIS, Mr. 
ROKITA, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. SESSIONS, 
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Ms. CLARK 
of Massachusetts, Mr. TONKO, Mr. 
WHITFIELD, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mr. MARINO, Mr. JORDAN, 
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. HUIZENGA of 
Michigan, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, 
Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. 
CRENSHAW, Mr. FLORES, Mr. PITTS, 
Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. BARTON, 
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Mr. CHABOT, Mr. HONDA, Mr. MCGOV-
ERN, and Mr. DENHAM): 

H.R. 4287. A bill to restrict any State or 
local jurisdiction from imposing a new dis-
criminatory tax on cell phone services, pro-
viders, or property; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 4288. A bill to establish a multi-agen-

cy Federal team to improve and reform Fed-
eral disaster assistance; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: 
H.R. 4289. A bill to provide for the convey-

ance of certain property to the Tanana Trib-
al Council located in Tanana, Alaska, and to 
the Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation lo-
cated in Dillingham, Alaska, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina 
(for herself, Mr. CULBERSON, and Mr. 
BROOKS of Alabama): 

H. Con. Res. 103. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that it 
runs contrary to America’s values to take 
away the constitutional rights of American 
citizens without due process, and that any 
legislation that would do so would be uncon-
stitutional and should not be considered; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. 
DEFAZIO, and Mr. WALDEN): 

H. Res. 568. A resolution honoring the 
Portland Timbers as the champions of Major 
League Soccer in 2015; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. BEYER (for himself, Mr. 
HONDA, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. CROWLEY, 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. KAPTUR, Mrs. 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York, 
Mr. KILDEE, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of 
California, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. ASHFORD, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr. 
TAKAI, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. KEATING, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. DELANEY, 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. 
GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. ESTY, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, 
Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MENG, Mr. AL GREEN 
of Texas, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. 
FARR, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. MCDERMOTT, 
Ms. LEE, Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. BRADY of 
Pennsylvania, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 
Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. SIRES, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California, Mr. POLIS, 
Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr. PASCRELL, Mrs. 
DINGELL, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. YARMUTH, 
Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. 
POCAN, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. TAKANO, 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. TONKO, Ms. 
LOFGREN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. 
CAPPS, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, 
Ms. MATSUI, Ms. MOORE, and Mr. 
HECK of Washington): 

H. Res. 569. A resolution condemning vio-
lence, bigotry, and hateful rhetoric towards 
Muslims in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H. Res. 570. A resolution recognizing 2016 as 

the year of the 100th Anniversary of the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. YOUNG of Indiana (for himself, 
Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. KINZINGER of Illi-
nois, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mrs. BROOKS of 
Indiana, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. AUSTIN 
SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. 
BUCSHON, Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana, 
Mr. GIBBS, Mr. MESSER, Mr. RUSSELL, 
Mr. HUNTER, Mr. JORDAN, Mr. 
PALAZZO, Mr. HECK of Nevada, Mr. 
FORTENBERRY, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. 
ZINKE, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. KING of 
New York, Mr. LABRADOR, Mr. BRAT, 
and Mr. GOSAR): 

H. Res. 571. A resolution establishing the 
Select Committee on oversight of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action; to the Com-
mittee on Rules. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. ROTHFUS: 
H.R. 4281. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S. 

Constitution: ‘‘The Congress shall have 
Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im-
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and pro-
vide for the common Defence and general 
Welfare of the United States.’’ 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT: 
H.R. 4282. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate 

commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several states, and with the Indian 
tribes; 

By Mr. MCNERNEY: 
H.R. 4283. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States grants Congress the au-
thority to enact this bill. 

By Mr. CURBELO of Florida: 
H.R. 4284. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, § 8, clause 3, the Commerce 

Clause 
By Mr. FINCHER: 

H.R. 4285. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII 

By Mr. KIND: 
H.R. 4286. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8, Clause 3. 

By Ms. LOFGREN: 
H.R. 4287. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution, which gives Congress the 
power ‘‘to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations, and among the several states, and 
with the Indian tribes.’’ 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 4288. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 1 of section 8 of article I of the Con-

stitution. 
By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: 

H.R. 4289. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 and Article 
I, Section 8, Clause 3 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 213: Ms. MENG, Mr. DOLD, and Ms. 
BONAMICI. 

H.R. 220: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 250: Mr. LOEBSACK. 
H.R. 592: Mr. CONAWAY and Mr. PASCRELL. 
H.R. 604: Mr. CULBERSON. 
H.R. 662: Mr. POE of Texas and Mr. BOST. 
H.R. 676: Mr. LOWENTHAL. 
H.R. 721: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 769: Mr. POLIQUIN and Mr. TURNER. 
H.R. 793: Mr. CONAWAY. 
H.R. 842: Mr. POMPEO and Mr. ZELDIN. 
H.R. 870: Mr. LEWIS. 
H.R. 932: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 953: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 973: Mr. LOBIONDO. 
H.R. 985: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 1061: Ms. BONAMICI and Mr. BEN RAY 

LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
H.R. 1062: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi and Mr. 

VALADAO. 
H.R. 1093: Mr. JOYCE and Mr. RENACCI. 
H.R. 1102: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 1116: Mr. SHIMKUS. 
H.R. 1153: Mr. FLEMING. 
H.R. 1192: Mr. NUGENT. 
H.R. 1220: Mr. CARSON of Indiana and Mr. 

SERRANO. 
H.R. 1247: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 1258: Ms. MATSUI and Mr. PASCRELL. 
H.R. 1288: Mr. GRIFFITH. 
H.R. 1401: Mr. MURPHY of Florida. 
H.R. 1492: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-

sylvania. 
H.R. 1571: Ms. FUDGE. 
H.R. 1594: Mr. REICHERT. 
H.R. 1608: Mr. NUNES, Mr. HUDSON, and Mr. 

BUTTERFIELD. 
H.R. 1610: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. 
H.R. 1688: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. 
H.R. 1728: Mr. LOBIONDO. 
H.R. 1752: Mr. GRIFFITH. 
H.R. 1761: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 1776: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 1902: Miss RICE of New York. 
H.R. 1940: Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 1942: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 2050: Mr. SIMPSON and Mr. KING of 

New York. 
H.R. 2082: Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 2096: Mr. CONAWAY. 
H.R. 2104: Ms. KELLY of Illinois. 
H.R. 2170: Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 2191: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 2255: Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. 
H.R. 2293: Mr. DENT, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, 

Mr. RUIZ, and Mr. PASCRELL. 
H.R. 2342: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. DEFA-

ZIO, Ms. GRAHAM, and Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 2380: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 2460: Mr. MOOLENAAR and Ms. CLARKE 

of New York. 
H.R. 2515: Ms. ESHOO. 
H.R. 2536: Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

and Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 2553: Mr. MOULTON and Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 2603: Mr. BOUSTANY. 
H.R. 2612: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 2638: Ms. KELLY of Illinois. 
H.R. 2646: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 2680: Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 2716: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 
H.R. 2740: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 2799: Mr. HARDY. 
H.R. 2850: Ms. DUCKWORTH. 
H.R. 2858: Ms. MATSUI and Mr. PASCRELL. 
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H.R. 2874: Mr. STIVERS. 
H.R. 2896: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. 
H.R. 2903: Mr. VEASEY and Mrs. ROBY. 
H.R. 3084: Mr. HUNTER. 
H.R. 3099: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Ms. LOF-

GREN. 
H.R. 3119: Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. SWALWELL of 

California, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. NOLAN, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Mr. GRAYSON, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 
PETERSON, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania, Mrs. DINGELL, and Mr. VELA. 

H.R. 3216: Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 3222: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 
H.R. 3229: Mr. ROSKAM. 
H.R. 3268: Mr. LYNCH, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. 

PASCRELL, Mr. DENT, and Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 3299: Mr. KNIGHT and Mr. CARTER of 

Georgia. 
H.R. 3306: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3406: Mr. TIBERI. 
H.R. 3411: Mr. TONKO, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. 

DELAURO, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr. 
DEUTCH. 

H.R. 3423: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. 
H.R. 3455: Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. 

CARTWRIGHT, Mr. KEATING, and Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 3626: Mr. ROTHFUS. 
H.R. 3652: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3684: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 3698: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 3706: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3723: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 3729: Mr. ROUZER. 
H.R. 3760: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 3799: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. 
H.R. 3817: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H.R. 3846: Mr. POE of Texas and Ms. JEN-

KINS of Kansas. 

H.R. 3852: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 3856: Miss RICE of New York and Mr. 

KELLY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 3892: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and Mr. Dent. 
H.R. 3926: Mr. SABLAN. 
H.R. 3940: Mr. VALADAO, Mr. BUCHANAN, and 

Ms. MCSALLY. 
H.R. 3949: Mrs. CAPPS. 
H.R. 3952: Mr. GRIFFITH. 
H.R. 3957: Ms. GRAHAM. 
H.R. 3960: Ms. MCSALLY. 
H.R. 3980: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 3986: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3991: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 4018: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 4019: Mr. SMITH of Washington and Mr. 

DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 4028: Mr. SWALWELL of California. 
H.R. 4055: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 4062: Mr. NUGENT. 
H.R. 4079: Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 4083: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 4124: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 4135: Mr. TAKAI, Mr. CUMMINGS, and 

Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 4137: Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. MCDERMOTT, 

and Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 4144: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. 
H.R. 4148: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 4151: Mr. FORTENBERRY. 
H.R. 4162: Mr. KILMER, Mrs. WATSON COLE-

MAN, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. HASTINGS. 
H.R. 4165: Ms. DUCKWORTH. 
H.R. 4185: Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. LATTA, Ms. 

JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. WENSTRUP, and Mr. 
PETERSON. 

H.R. 4186: Mr. CULBERSON. 
H.R. 4197: Mr. GOHMERT. 

H.R. 4213: Mr. GRAYSON and Mr. SIRES. 
H.R. 4216: Mr. MESSER and Mr. SIRES. 
H.R. 4238: Ms. KUSTER, Mr. LEWIS, Ms. 

BASS, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, 
Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 
PAYNE, Mr. ISRAEL, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 
FUDGE, Ms. BROWNLEY of California, Mrs. 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York, Mr. 
SHERMAN, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. MAXINE WATERS 
of California, Mr. DELANEY, and Mr. SCHIFF. 

H.R. 4240: Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. BISHOP of 
Michigan, and Mr. CICILLINE. 

H.R. 4251: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 4253: Mr. VELA. 
H.R. 4257: Mr. ZINKE, Mr. TOM PRICE of 

Georgia, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, and Mr. LANCE. 

H.R. 4271: Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. BABIN, 
and Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. 

H. Con. Res. 50: Mr. JONES. 
H. Con. Res. 75: Mr. HULTGREN. 
H. Con. Res. 76: Mr. BURGESS. 
H. Res. 14: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
H. Res. 145: Mr. WELCH. 
H. Res. 289: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H. Res. 371: Mr. CARNEY and Mr. GIBSON. 
H. Res. 393: Ms. ADAMS. 
H. Res. 467: Mr. POCAN and Mr. NORCROSS. 
H. Res. 494: Mr. SMITH of Texas. 
H. Res. 523: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. 
H. Res. 549: Mr. LEVIN and Ms. ESHOO. 
H. Res. 550: Mr. MEEKS. 
H. Res. 554: Ms. KUSTER. 
H. Res. 567: Mr. DEUTCH. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, help us ever to see eter-

nity beyond time. As our Senators 
labor, may they do so with an eternal 
perspective. Remind them that they 
are serving You as well as country, pre-
paring themselves for the higher joy of 
service in the world to come. 

In this season of hope, remind us of 
Your breakthrough into time to give us 
eternal life. Help us to seek and count 
life’s blessings so that our lives may 

flow in ceaseless praise. Lord, thank 
You for Your promise to be with us al-
ways, to the end of the world and be-
yond. 

We pray in Your mighty Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ROUNDS). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

OMNIBUS AND TAX RELIEF 
LEGISLATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
American people have two principal 
concerns: our Nation’s security and the 
economy. The legislation we will soon 
consider will help address both. It 
would enact permanent tax relief for 
American families and small busi-
nesses. That will lead to more jobs, 
more opportunity, and more economic 
growth here in America. 

NOTICE 

If the 114th Congress, 1st Session, adjourns sine die on or before December 24, 2015, a final issue of the Congres-
sional Record for the 114th Congress, 1st Session, will be published on Thursday, December 31, 2015, to permit Members 
to insert statements. 

All material for insertion must be signed by the Member and delivered to the respective offices of the Official Reporters 
of Debates (Room HT–59 or S–123 of the Capitol), Monday through Friday, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. through Wednesday, December 30. The final issue will be dated Thursday, December 31, 2015, and will be delivered 
on Monday, January 4, 2016. 

None of the material printed in the final issue of the Congressional Record may contain subject matter, or relate to 
any event, that occurred after the sine die date. 

Senators’ statements should also be formatted according to the instructions at http://webster.senate.gov/secretary/ 
Departments/ReporterslDebates/resources/conglrecord.pdf, and submitted electronically, either on a disk to accompany 
the signed statement, or by e-mail to the Official Reporters of Debates at ‘‘Record@Sec.Senate.gov’’. 

Members of the House of Representatives’ statements may also be submitted electronically by e-mail, to accompany 
the signed statement, and formatted according to the instructions for the Extensions of Remarks template at 
https://housenet.house.gov/legislative/research-and-reference/transcripts-and-records/electronic-congressional-record-inserts. 
The Official Reporters will transmit to GPO the template formatted electronic file only after receipt of, and authentication 
with, the hard copy, and signed manuscript. Deliver statements to the Official Reporters in Room HT–59. 

Members of Congress desiring to purchase reprints of material submitted for inclusion in the Congressional Record 
may do so by contacting the Office of Congressional Publishing Services, at the Government Publishing Office, on 512– 
0224, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. daily. 

By order of the Joint Committee on Printing. 
GREGG HARPER, Chairman. 
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Another way this legislation will 

support jobs and grow the economy is 
by permanently eliminating a relic 
from the 1970s. This 40-year energy ban 
has cost our economy jobs, and it 
strengthens oil exporters such as Iran 
and Russia. It is no secret that Russia 
views its energy resources as a foreign 
policy tool. It is no secret that Iran 
views its energy resources as a compo-
nent of national power, nor is it a se-
cret that President Obama recently 
granted the Iranian regime permission 
to export those resources. Many think 
it is time the American people were 
treated at least as fairly as Iran. 

This critical energy reform would 
help strengthen America’s jobs and 
America’s safety, but it is only a small 
part of how the overall bill would sup-
port our national security. For in-
stance, we know that preventing an-
other crisis in military readiness will 
require significant investments over 
the medium term and over the long 
term. We know there is much to be 
done, but we also know this legislation 
represents a critical step forward. It 
would finally ensure our military has 
the funding it needs to train, equip, 
and confront the threats we face from 
terrorist groups like ISIL and coun-
tries like Iran. 

We know that preventing another 
crisis in military readiness will require 
significant investments over the near, 
medium, and the long term. For in-
stance, our air campaign over Syria 
and Iraq has our Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Air Force flying sorties that will 
further stress the readiness of the 
force, and those planes need to be 
maintained, repaired, and ultimately 
replaced. We know there is much to be 
done, but we also know this legislation 
represents a critical step forward. It 
would finally ensure our military has 
more of the funding it needs to train, 
equip, and confront the threats we face 
from terrorist groups like ISIL and 
countries like Iran. 

We know this legislation would honor 
our veterans by funding the health care 
and benefits they rely on. We know it 
would enact critical reforms to help 
address the crises we have seen at the 
VA. 

We know this legislation would, at a 
time of new and evolving terror 
threats, bring badly needed reform to 
the Visa Waiver Program. We know it 
would bolster the FBI’s ability to con-
front terror within our borders. 

We know this legislation would pre-
vent—I repeat, prevent—the transfer of 
dangerous terrorists from Guanta-
namo’s secure detention center into 
our communities. 

We also know this legislation would 
enact an important cyber security in-
formation sharing measure. It is clear 
that countries such as Russia, China, 
and Iran are determined to continue 
launching cyber attacks against us. We 
know that the administration already 
succumbed to a devastating cyber at-
tack just recently. It is time to provide 
the American people with some long- 
overdue protection. 

The legislation before us would go a 
long way toward strengthening our na-
tional security in a dangerous world. 
Its provisions will help advance other 
important conservative priorities, too, 
like strengthening the First Amend-
ment and helping protect families from 
a health care law that attacks the mid-
dle class. 

This legislation would, in the wake of 
the Obama administration’s conserv-
ative speech-suppression scandal, enact 
important reforms at the IRS and force 
it to root out waste. These reforms will 
help prevent another Lois Lerner, and 
they would help ensure that IRS em-
ployees who target Americans for their 
political beliefs are actually fired. 

This legislation would strip out more 
pieces of a partisan law that hurts the 
middle class. One newspaper said the 
measure before us would ‘‘take an ax’’ 
to a ‘‘key pillar’’ of ObamaCare. It 
would prevent a taxpayer bailout of 
ObamaCare as well. The administration 
pushed hard to reverse that last provi-
sion but did not succeed. 

The legislation before us would root 
out waste, fraud, and abuse. It would 
consolidate or terminate dozens—lit-
erally dozens—of programs. It would 
make long-overdue reforms to our Tax 
Code and contains pro-life and pro-Sec-
ond Amendment protections as well. 

So, in my view, here is the bottom 
line: This legislation is worth sup-
porting. It doesn’t mean this is the leg-
islation I would have written on my 
own. It doesn’t mean this is the legisla-
tion Speaker RYAN would have written 
on his own either. It is not perfect, and 
we certainly didn’t get everything we 
wanted. But it made strides in it de-
fending our Nation at a time of global 
unrest. It advances conservative prior-
ities in several areas and enacts sig-
nificant reform in several areas on ev-
erything from tax relief to energy pol-
icy to cyber security. 

I plan to vote for it. I hope colleagues 
will choose to do the same. 

Before I leave the floor, I wish to ac-
knowledge the impressive work of the 
chairman of the Finance Committee, 
Senator ORRIN HATCH, on the tax side 
of this issue. Permanent reform was 
never going to be easy to come by, but 
this thoughtful legislator, Senator 
HATCH, never gave up, and he and his 
staff continued to work on this issue 
for a very long time. The result is a 
significant accomplishment for Amer-
ican families and the American econ-
omy, and I can’t thank Senator HATCH 
enough. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

RELATIONSHIP OF THE MAJORITY 
AND DEMOCRATIC LEADERS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the 
Republican leader leaves the floor, I 
wish to say a few things. 

In the years I have served in public 
office, I brush aside most press and 
don’t let it bother me, but once in a 
while something comes along that 
does. There was an article in one of the 
Hill newspapers this day that really 
troubled me: ‘‘Bad blood: Reid-McCon-
nell relationship hits new low.’’ 

I have a difficult job, and so does he. 
We both have done our respective jobs. 
We started out in leadership positions 
here doing different things, but where 
we first started working closely to-
gether was when we were both whips. 

No one knows our personal relation-
ship except him and me. There are 
things he does that disappoint me; 
there are things I do that disappoint 
him. Our caucuses have different views 
on a lot of things. 

I just want the record to be spread 
that the Reid-McConnell relationship 
hasn’t hit a new low. We have a per-
sonal relationship. Nobody knows how 
many times we visit with each other on 
the telephone and personally. 

I will always remember him and his 
wonderful wife. Within the last few 
years my wife was involved in a ter-
rible automobile accident. The first 
people to step up and ask if there was 
anything they could do were MITCH and 
his wife. Shortly thereafter, my wife 
had a bruising battle with breast can-
cer. There is no one who can comfort a 
wife more than another wife. On Janu-
ary 1 of this year, I blinded myself in 
an exercise accident, and MITCH 
MCCONNELL was there. His wife was 
there. 

So I want the record to reflect—peo-
ple might write all these things they 
want to write, but MITCH MCCONNELL 
and I are friends. People may think 
that is difficult with all the things we 
do here opposing each other, but that 
is the job we have. 

I want the record—I repeat—to be to-
tally reflective of the fact that I have 
admiration for MITCH MCCONNELL and 
the work that he has to do. Do I always 
agree with what he does? Of course not. 
I am sure the same applies to his feel-
ings about me. But no one can judge 
what our personal relationship is ex-
cept MCCONNELL and REID. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Will my friend 
yield for a comment? 

Mr. REID. Yes. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I am always frus-

trated, as I think the Democratic lead-
er is, with the tendency to personalize 
political differences. Obviously we have 
differences on issues, but I want to sec-
ond what my friend the Democratic 
leader said: There is nothing wrong 
with our personal relationship, wheth-
er it is watching Nats baseball or a lot 
of other things that we have discussed 
both personally and otherwise for lit-
erally years. 

I share the Senator’s frustration, I 
would say to my friend, over an article 
like that. I think there is a tendency to 
think you can’t have political argu-
ments without developing personal ani-
mosity, and I don’t have any toward 
my friend, and I know he doesn’t have 
any toward me. 
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I really appreciate the opportunity 

that he has given for both of us to kind 
of clear the air about the perceptions 
that could have been drawn by reading 
such an article. 

f 

PUERTO RICO 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, 18,000 Puer-

to Ricans served in the Armed Forces 
in World War I; 65,000 in the Second 
World War; 61,000 during the Korean 
war; 48,000 in the Vietnam war. Since 
1917, more than 200,000 American citi-
zens from Puerto Rico have served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces, serving in 
every conflict since World War I. 

A previous leader of the Senate asked 
me to represent the Senate in a cere-
mony in Puerto Rico a number of years 
ago as they were dedicating the monu-
ment to fallen soldiers of Puerto Rico 
in conflicts involving the United States 
and other countries. I have never for-
gotten that. I have a warm spot in my 
heart for Puerto Rico, a wonderful part 
of our country and a territory of the 
United States with a beautiful rain for-
est. I have been there. I have fond 
memories. I have been there a few 
times, but I really like Puerto Rico. 

Today, as they have helped us in 
these battles, Puerto Ricans who live 
in Puerto Rico need our help. Right 
now, the people of Puerto Rico are 
drowning in over $72 billion in debt. It 
is a sparsely populated territory with, 
I think, about 3.5 million people. They 
have more debt per capita than any 
U.S. State, of course. The territory is 
facing a severe economic and fiscal cri-
sis, and it is becoming a humanitarian 
crisis. 

Leader PELOSI and I fought to include 
meaningful provisions in an omnibus 
spending package to assist Puerto 
Rico, including empowering Puerto 
Rico to readjust a significant portion 
of its debt. 

Unfortunately, Republicans refused 
to work with us to address Puerto 
Rico’s massive debt in a meaningful 
way. Instead of seizing the last chance 
Congress has this year to do the right 
thing for Puerto Ricans, they turned 
their backs on 3.5 million citizens of 
the United States who are Puerto 
Ricans and live in Puerto Rico. 

To be clear, helping Puerto Rico 
doesn’t mean bailing the island out of 
its massive debt. They don’t need that. 
They don’t need a massive check from 
the taxpayers. This is about giving 
Puerto Rico and their leaders the same 
tools that every State has—the same 
tools that are currently available in 
every State. Puerto Rico is part of the 
United States, and the people of Puerto 
Rico are looking to Members of Con-
gress to step in as partners. That is our 
job. 

The territory is facing a massive $900 
million payment in bond payments on 
January 1 to its bond holders. Puerto 
Rico’s Governor said yesterday that 
the island will default in January or 
May. We can’t wait. 

Next year—likely the first half of 
2016, the same period in which Puerto 

Rico is expected to default on its 
debt—Congress will present a Congres-
sional Gold Medal in honor of the 65th 
Infantry Regiment, which suffered such 
massive casualties over time. This in-
fantry regiment was a U.S. Army unit 
consisting mostly of Puerto Rican sol-
diers that distinguished itself for its 
remarkable service during the Korean 
war. It is shameful to think that Con-
gress can at once recognize the ex-
traordinary contributions of Puerto 
Ricans, who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country, and then do 
nothing to protect Puerto Ricans when 
they turn to us for help in a time of 
crisis. 

Inaction is not an option. Puerto 
Rico needs to do its part, and so must 
Congress. As Puerto Rico’s Resident 
Commissioner has said: ‘‘This is not 
just a Puerto Rican problem; this is an 
American problem, requiring an Amer-
ican solution.’’ 

We can do something to help, and we 
must do something to help. We can 
work together to pass legislation that 
allows Puerto Rico to restructure a 
significant part of its debt without 
costing U.S. taxpayers a penny. 

These bonds are not bonds of the U.S. 
Government. People have made invest-
ments. Like every other investment, 
sometimes they go bad. Theirs went 
bad as a result of the crash we had here 
9 years ago or so on Wall Street. 

The Obama administration and con-
gressional Democrats want to do some-
thing to help. We have asked Repub-
licans to join us in this effort, but so 
far they have only stood in the way. 
All we want is to simply say that a ter-
ritory of the United States—and we 
will limit it, of course, to Puerto 
Rico—has the ability, like every other 
State, to file for bankruptcy protec-
tion. 

Just last week, the senior Senator 
from New York asked for unanimous 
consent to adopt the Puerto Rico Chap-
ter 9 Uniformity Act—a bill that would 
extend chapter 9 of the bankruptcy 
code to Puerto Rico and allow it to re-
structure its municipal debt in the 
same way other States can. 

But instead of giving Puerto Rico the 
same rights as Kentucky, Nevada, Illi-
nois or Utah, the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, from Utah, blocked 
this critical legislation. 

I understand there are important 
issues that must be discussed, such as 
the nature and scope of this authority, 
but to deny Puerto Rico any restruc-
turing authority, as the Republicans 
have done, is negligent. 

I hope that recent comments by Re-
publican leaders, including Speaker 
RYAN, will translate into meaningful 
action. 

Senate Democrats are ready to work 
across the aisle on a real solution for 
Puerto Rico, with the understanding 
that any viable plan moving forward 
will be a Federal process that allows 
Puerto Rico to adjust its debt. 

To deny Puerto Rico any restruc-
turing authority is not just bad for 

Puerto Rico, it is bad for the creditors 
as well. 

So I say to my Republican col-
leagues: Let’s work together to extend 
a helping hand to our fellow citizens in 
Puerto Rico. It should be in this bill 
that we are going to vote on tomorrow. 
Giving the people of Puerto Rico the 
tools necessary to resolve this fiscal 
crisis is the right thing to do. It is the 
moral thing to do. 

Mr. President, would you announce 
the business of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 6 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The assistant Democratic leader. 

f 

SYRIAN REFUGEES 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is 
amazing some of the people we get to 
meet in our lives as Senators. There is 
a medical doctor in Chicago who I 
didn’t know several years ago, but he 
and his wife have become dear friends 
in a short period of time. His name is 
Dr. Zaher Sahloul. He asked for an ap-
pointment in my office in Chicago a 
few years back, and I agreed to it. He 
came in to tell me a story and to show 
me some pictures. He is originally from 
Syria, and he is head of the Syrian- 
American Medical Society in the 
Chicagoland area. Because of the trag-
edy of the civil war in his home coun-
try of Syria, he has felt a special obli-
gation to help. 

What he has done on many occasions 
now was to get as close to the action as 
he could in Syria to provide medical 
assistance to the victims. Many times 
he risked his life to do it. And other 
doctors—some Syrian-American and 
some not—have joined him in that ef-
fort. He would bring me back photo-
graphs of what casualties of war look 
like in Syria. They were heart-
breaking—pictures of children who had 
been maimed and seriously injured by 
the barrel bombs of President Assad in 
Syria and stories about parents killed 
in the bombings that continue day 
after weary day. 

Dr. Sahloul would ask me: What can 
you do, Senator? Can’t you help us? 
Can’t you stop this? 

Of course, that civil war in Syria, 
which has gone on for 4 years, is al-
most intractable, almost impossible to 
define. There are so many forces fight-
ing one another that at any given mo-
ment, your ally today may be your 
enemy tomorrow. 

I tried, since meeting Dr. Sahloul, to 
do some things: to come out for a safe 
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zone, a humanitarian zone in Syria, 
where medical treatment and food and 
a safe shelter could be found for fami-
lies who are facing these attacks. We 
have had some limited—and I underline 
‘‘limited’’—success in providing these 
safe zones, but it is a fact that the 
tragedy of Syria continues even to this 
minute. If anything, today it is worse 
because of the bombing by the Rus-
sians, which I am told has gone into 
areas that previously had been pro-
tected because of the citizen and civil-
ian populations. 

The result is obvious. Millions—lit-
erally millions of people in Syria over 
the last 4 years—have fled. They are 
running for their lives, and they are 
running from war, and they are run-
ning from terrorism. 

Dr. Sahloul recently wrote an article 
about his trip to the United States. He 
arrived in 1989. He tells the story of 
coming to Chicago and feeling very 
much alone. He graduated from med-
ical school in Damascus. He had a 
chance to practice medicine in Chi-
cago, but he wasn’t sure that he could 
ever really fit in. 

He tells the story of his first Thanks-
giving in Chicago in 1989, when a fellow 
doctor invited him to join her and her 
family for Thanksgiving dinner. It was 
a gracious gesture—a gesture of hospi-
tality. Dr. Sahloul has not forgotten it 
to this day. This article, which I will 
ask to have printed in the RECORD at 
the conclusion of my comments, goes 
into some detail. 

Dr. Sahloul really wrote this article 
not to just tell his story but to tell two 
other stories—the story of immigra-
tion, which is literally the story of 
America, and the story of Syrian refu-
gees. 

His most recent trip to the region 
was to the island of Lesbos, which is 
part of Greece. I went there a few 
weeks ago with several of my Senate 
colleagues. Thousands—hundreds of 
thousands of refugees—are flowing into 
Lesbos from Turkey. They have left 
Syria and Afghanistan, and they are 
working their way into Greece on their 
way, they hope, to refuge and shelter 
in Europe. 

It is impossible to describe, if we 
have not seen it ourselves, what is 
going on here. But imagine for a mo-
ment that you were so frightened of 
the prospect of your child or your wife 
dying in war that you said: Tomorrow, 
pick up whatever you can carry. We are 
leaving. We cannot stay here. 

And if you look at these refugees as 
they travel—mothers and fathers car-
rying babies, with toddlers and small 
children walking alongside of them— 
you realize how desperate they must be 
to leave everything behind and to head 
out on this journey of danger. One of 
the most dangerous parts of it is that 
trip across the Aegean Sea between 
Turkey and Greece. They have to pay 
smugglers 1,000 euros, which is over 
$1,000 for each adult, and 500 euros for 
each child. They put them in these 
plastic boats. Some of them are given 

lifejackets. The infants, too small for a 
lifejacket, are literally given plastic 
water wings that we give to our infant 
children to play in the wading pools 
near our homes. That is all they have. 
They cram them into these boats. They 
strap on a Chinese motor. They put 
just enough gasoline in that engine 
that they think will make it across— 
but not more—and try to find someone 
in the boat who will steer it. They 
point to their destination, and they 
leave. Sometimes these boats have 50 
or 60 people in them when they are 
only supposed to have 20 to travel safe-
ly. 

They are warned that as they come 
up to the shore in Lesbos, Greece, or 
other islands, they should immediately 
run into the rocks and scuttle the boat 
so that it sinks. Otherwise, they are 
told they will be turned around and 
pushed back to Turkey, and they may 
not have enough gas to make it. And 
that is what happens. 

Dr. Sahloul tells the story of what 
happens when these boats are scuttled 
as they arrive in Greece. He tells of the 
drowning of little children who don’t 
make it off the boat onto dry land but 
literally drown right there. We saw one 
of those photos just a few months ago 
of a tiny 3-year-old boy who drowned 
just as he was about to make it into 
Greece. 

Dr. Sahloul tells that story so that 
some of us—all of us—will understand 
the desperation of these refugees. 

It is now very popular among politi-
cians to blame the Syrian refugees for 
terrorism in America. We have not ac-
cepted that many refugees in our coun-
try. The numbers are about 2,000. At 
this point, not a single person among 
those refugees has been arrested and 
charged with terrorism. Yet one would 
think that these Syrian refugees are 
the greatest threat there is to Amer-
ica. 

I will include the article I referred to 
in the RECORD so that those who follow 
this debate and follow the proceedings 
on the floor can read firsthand and for 
themselves Dr. Sahloul’s story and the 
story of these Syrian refugees. I ask 
unanimous consent that the article be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From Lobelog, Dec. 14, 2015] 
TODAY’S SYRIAN REFUGEES ARE YESTERDAY’S 

IRISH 
(By Zaher Sahloul) 

Immigrants have built the United States— 
and that includes Syrians. 

Four months after I arrived to Chicago in 
1989, my colleague at the hospital, Dr. Nancy 
Nora, invited me to her family’s Thanks-
giving dinner. I was homesick in a new coun-
try after graduating from medical school in 
Damascus. Nancy Nora was an Irish Amer-
ican from a large Catholic family. Her father 
was a respected local physician. 

Nancy told me that it was a tradition in 
her family to invite a newcomer to the city. 
After all, Thanksgiving, I learned, celebrated 
Native Americans welcoming European refu-
gees who fled their homelands due to reli-

gious and political persecution. I came to 
Chicago from the ancient Syrian city of 
Homs to pursue advanced medical training. 
Syrians look to the U.S. as the best place to 
pursue this training. In fact, almost half of 
one percent of American doctors are of Syr-
ian origin. There are also famous Syrian ac-
tors, playwrights, rappers, chess players, en-
trepreneurs, scientists, businessmen, and 
even Republican governors. Every Syrian 
American is proud that Steve Jobs is the son 
of a Syrian immigrant. Syrian immigrant 
Ernest Hamwi invented the ice cream cone 
during the St. Louis World Fair in 1904. 

‘‘Everyone who enjoys ice cream and an 
iPhone should feel indebted to Syrian immi-
grants,’’ I remind my children. All three 
have been born in Chicago. The eldest, 
Adham, ran his first marathon this year—to 
raise awareness about domestic violence— 
and aspires to a career in politics. Mahdi is 
involved in his university’s Students Orga-
nizing for Syria (SOS) chapter as well as the 
Black Lives Matter campaign. Marwa, a high 
school freshman, is a budding pianist and ran 
for her school’s cross-country team. They all 
volunteer in local charity events and for 
Syria. My wife, Suzanne, the daughter of a 
Syrian civil engineer and Canadian mother 
with Irish-Scottish roots, founded the Syrian 
Community Network (SCN) to help support 
newly resettled Syrian refugee families in 
the Chicago area. 

DARKNESS IN SYRIA 
To many Syrians, America symbolizes the 

values that we lack at home: freedom, rule of 
law, and the respect for human rights. In 
Syria, my generation knew only one presi-
dent, Hafez al-Assad, who ruled for 30 years 
with ‘‘iron and fire,’’ as they say in Arabic. 
He detained and tortured thousands of people 
who dared to speak out against his rule. He 
committed massacres, the worst of which in 
the city of Hama the same year I graduated 
from high school. 

I still remember the atmosphere of fear in 
Syria. We dared not speak. We were told that 
the ‘‘walls have ears.’’ My family even pre-
vented me from going to the mosque to pray. 
Many of my high school friends and relatives 
disappeared into the dark cells of the infa-
mous Palmyra prison, the site of another in-
famous massacre by Assad’s ruthless secu-
rity men. 

When Hafez died in 2000, his son Bashar, a 
classmate of mine from medical school, was 
appointed to the presidency by a token par-
liament. People expected change. After all, 
Syria had a well-educated middle class, a di-
verse economy, and a reasonably vibrant 
nonprofit sector. It also had a tradition of 
democracy, which had its ups and downs be-
tween 1920 and 1970. Bashar, inexperienced 
but equally ruthless, disappointed us all. 
When hundreds of thousands of young Syr-
ians demonstrated peacefully in 2011, think-
ing naively that the Arab Spring had turned 
at last to Syria, Assad and his cronies re-
sponded with what they knew best: brutality 
and oppression. More than 250,000 people 
have been killed. Tens of thousands have dis-
appeared into the prisons. Half of the popu-
lation has been displaced. And barrel bombs, 
cluster bombs, and all kinds of weaponry 
have leveled entire cities and neighborhoods. 

Besides meager humanitarian assistance 
and empty rhetoric, the international com-
munity has stood by mostly idle, watching 
darkness descend on Syria. It has become 
one of the worst humanitarian crises in our 
lifetime. In the ensuing chaos, extremist 
groups like the Islamic State (ISIS or IS) 
and Hezbollah filled the vacuum. But the 
snowballing refugee crisis only captured the 
world’s attention when it reached the shores 
of Europe. With the drowning of the Syrian 
toddler Aylan Kurdi, who tried to flee with 
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his family to Greece from Turkey across the 
Aegean Sea, suddenly Syrian lives mattered. 

WITH THE REFUGEES 
I just returned from my last medical mis-

sion with my organization, the Syrian Amer-
ican Medical Society (SAMS), to the Greek 
island of Lesbos. Tens of thousands of Syrian 
refugees are making the desperate boat trip 
from Turkey to Lesbos and other Greek is-
lands. The unfortunate ones are drowning, 
while the lucky ones must carry on through 
another 1,200 miles of borders, humiliation, 
and misery to reach whoever opens the door 
to them. Germany and Sweden have been the 
most hospitable, while others are building 
walls and barbed wire fences along their bor-
ders. The Syrian refugees I met were fleeing 
the recent Russian bombings and Assad’s 
barrel bombs, while some are fleeing the bru-
tality of the Islamic State. I saw several 
women, some with toddlers Aylan’s age, who 
lost their husbands to the war. One woman 
was crying as she described a public execu-
tion by IS that she was forced to witness 
with her five-year-old son. He has had night-
mares since then. 

I heard from a Syrian volunteer doctor 
about a boat with a capacity of 30 people 
that was stuffed with more than 80 refugees. 
Each refugee had to pay the smugglers 1,000 
to 2,000 euros. It was a cold night when the 
boat crashed onto the rocky shores and split 
in half. Children got stuck underneath the 
boat. Many simply drowned. The Syrian doc-
tor, himself a victim of Assad’s torture and 
now a refugee in France, described to me 
how he performed CPR on two small chil-
dren. One was dead, and one died later. The 
U.S. presidential candidates and governors 
who slammed the door in the faces of help-
less Syrian refugees should hear these sto-
ries. These refugees deserve our sympathy 
and hospitality. 

Since 1975, Americans have welcomed over 
3 million refugees from all over the world. 
Refugees have built new lives, homes, and 
communities in towns and cities in all 50 
states. Since the war began, however, only 
2,034 Syrian refugees have been resettled in 
the entire United States. This is a shameful 
number, considering that there are 4.2 mil-
lion Syrian refugees. The House of Rep-
resentatives has passed a bill that would im-
pose additional security measures on refu-
gees from Syria, making it nearly impossible 
to accept more refugees from Iraq and Syria. 
A similar bill is awaiting a Senate vote. 

Nancy Nora’s father, surrounded by his 
large extended family at the dinner table on 
that Thanksgiving many years ago, ex-
plained to me how Irish Americans were de-
monized when they first arrived to the 
United States as refugees. They were ma-
ligned by politicians and by the public, and 
were perceived as a threat. During dark 
times in our history, the United States has 
treated newly arriving Jews, Italians, Japa-
nese, and Latinos as a threat. 

As I was leaving the Nora household after 
that memorable evening, her family wished 
me good luck with my studies and my new 
life in America. Suddenly, the cold Chicago 
night felt very warm. I felt at home. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 
several colleagues on the floor who 
wish to enter into a colloquy, and I 
yield the floor for that purpose, and 
then I will wait until they are finished 
to reclaim my time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 4188 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 

proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4188, the Coast Guard re-
authorization, which was received from 
the House; I further ask that the Thune 
substitute amendment be agreed to; 
that the bill, as amended, be read a 
third time and passed; and that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Delaware. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Delaware. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, if I 

might, let me briefly explain the basis 
for my objection. I have had the oppor-
tunity to discuss this matter with my 
colleague from the State of Alaska. 

The cruise industry foreign-flags its 
vessels and thus pays no U.S. income 
tax, yet it has asked for protections in 
this bill from remedies sought by sea-
men for failing to pay wage and over-
time, for remedies for maintenance and 
cure, one of the oldest, internationally 
recognized remedies for seafarers. 
These two remedies would keep the 
U.S. Merchant Marine competitive. 
U.S.-flagged vessels are required to 
hire U.S. seamen, and only by ensuring 
that workers on U.S. vessels and for-
eign-flagged vessels, which sail in and 
out of U.S. ports carrying U.S. pas-
sengers, have the same remedies can 
U.S. jobs be protected. 

I have had the opportunity to discuss 
this issue with the Senator from Alas-
ka, and it is my hope that we can work 
diligently together to address and clear 
issues of concern to myself and a num-
ber of my colleagues. But until we have 
that opportunity to review the text 
and to appropriately resolve concerns 
that arise from the Jones Act and the 
longstanding workers compensation- 
type benefit I described called mainte-
nance and cure, my objection will con-
tinue. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 

want to talk about the broader issue 
here. I appreciate the willingness of my 
colleague from Delaware to work on 
this important issue. The Coast Guard 
reauthorization bill passed out of the 
commerce committee unanimously in 
April. 

We talk a lot about national security 
here on the Senate floor. We talk about 
our men and women in uniform and 
how they are protecting us. But I have 
always liked to mention the men and 
women in the Coast Guard. Prior to 9/ 
11, you can make a very strong argu-
ment that the Coast Guard was prob-
ably the only uniformed service whose 
members were risking their lives for 
Americans day in and day out every 
single day. I think a lot of their her-
oism goes unnoticed. Trust me, in 
Alaska we see it daily. 

The Coast Guard admirably performs 
a variety of missions on a daily basis 

throughout our great Nation with a 
team of fewer than 90,000 members 
comprised of Active-Duty, Reserve, ci-
vilian, and Volunteer forces and an an-
nual budget of less than $10 billion, 
with, let’s face it, a fleet of aging ves-
sels and aircraft. 

The ranking member of the com-
merce committee, Senator NELSON 
from Florida, and I talk a lot about 
how heroic these men and women are 
and how they deserve our attention, 
just like other members of the mili-
tary. 

Last year the Coast Guard executed 
more than 17,500 search and rescue mis-
sions—these are incredibly dangerous, 
by the way—in rough waters off the 
coast of Alaska and Florida and Dela-
ware and saved over 3,400 lives. Think 
about that—3,400 lives in 1 year. In ad-
dition, last year the Coast Guard law 
enforcement crews interdicted over 140 
metric tons of narcotics, detained over 
300 smugglers, and interdicted more 
than 3,500 migrants. 

What we are talking about here is bi-
partisan legislation that needs to be 
passed that will do one very important 
thing for our country and the Coast 
Guard: It is going to improve the mis-
sion readiness and performance of the 
Coast Guard. It demonstrates that the 
Congress of the United States is paying 
attention to these brave young men 
and women. 

I am disappointed because we have 
worked hard to move this legislation 
since April. We have worked hard. We 
stripped out provisions that the other 
side had problems with. Section 605 is 
gone now, to move this forward. So we 
have been working hard. I thought we 
were going to pass this legislation this 
morning. 

The provision my colleague from 
Delaware was talking about is section 
606 of the Coast Guard Authorization 
Act, and it is simply looking to create 
consistency and reduce forum shopping 
in lawsuits involving mariners. 

While I understand that some special 
interests—trial lawyers in particular— 
are not always interested in judicial 
consistency or efficiency because it is 
not in the interest of their bottom line, 
I wish to remind this body that the 
provision we are talking about passed 
overwhelmingly in the House of Rep-
resentatives in a bipartisan manner— 
not once, not twice, but three times in 
the past 2 years. Three times. It is not 
a controversial provision. 

Section 606 is about forum shopping 
for foreign mariners. In fact, section 
606 is not even about Americans; it is 
about forum shopping for foreign mari-
ners in foreign waters on foreign- 
flagged ships. That is the issue which is 
holding up the reauthorization of the 
Coast Guard bill for our brave men and 
women who serve in the Coast Guard. 
Why that provision should be holding 
us up is beyond me. 

But I did have a good discussion with 
my colleague from Delaware. We are 
more than willing to continue to work 
with our colleagues to reach consensus. 
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But I certainly hope we can get there 
today and not let one small provision 
that is very focused on one special in-
terest group hold up a bipartisan bill 
which everybody on the commerce 
committee voted for and which is going 
to do something very important: recog-
nize the men and women in the Coast 
Guard who risk their lives—just like 
everybody else in the military—on a 
daily basis to protect Americans. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-

sistant Democratic leader. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO ARNE DUNCAN 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this 
week in Washington, President Barack 
Obama’s favorite pickup basketball pal 
from Chicago is leaving town. He is 
heading back home to Chicago. His 
name is Arne Duncan. He is Secretary 
of Education. He was one of the first 
choices of this President to serve in his 
Cabinet. He was an obvious choice. 

Arne Duncan has given his life to 
teaching and education. It starts with 
his parents—his father, who was a pro-
fessor at the University of Chicago, and 
his mother, who ran a mentoring and 
tutoring center in the Hyde Park area 
of Chicago. As a young boy in school, 
Arne used to come out of class and go 
to his mother’s mentoring center to 
help other young kids learn to read and 
do their homework. It was built into 
him. His dedication to teaching, to 
schools, and to improving the lives of 
students across America has been well 
documented. 

As Arne grew up, he grew tall. As he 
grew tall, he played basketball, and he 
was very good at it. He ended up going 
to Harvard University and playing on 
their varsity basketball team. He then 
went on to play in the professional 
ranks in Australia. It was there that he 
met his wife. They have two children 
together. She is waiting for him in Chi-
cago, and he is anxious, I am sure, to 
return and live full time in that city 
with his family. 

When he came back from his stint in 
basketball, he went back to mentoring 
kids in the Hyde Park section and 
other parts of Chicago. He was chosen 
to head up the Chicago public schools 
by former mayor Richard Daley. He 
was the right choice. Arne Duncan 
truly had the interest of those public 
school students at heart, and it 
showed. That is when I met him for the 
first time and came to know him. He 
was an extraordinary and dedicated 
person, trying to manage one of the 
most challenging school districts in 
America. 

Two things come to mind imme-
diately. They used to have weekends 
where people would volunteer to go 
work at schools. My wife and I volun-
teered several weekends, and we would 
always run into Arne and his wife and 
family, who were giving their Satur-
days building playgrounds, painting 
the interiors of schools, doing the basic 
things but doing things that many peo-

ple in his lofty status of super-
intendent might not have considered. 

I used to visit—still do—a lot of Chi-
cago’s public schools, drawing my own 
impressions. I remember visiting a 
school once and coming out of it and 
saying to my staff: That school is out 
of control. It was so loud in the cor-
ridors—not between classes but during 
classes—I couldn’t imagine students 
were learning. It didn’t appear there 
was any supervision. 

I called Arne and I said: You know, I 
have never called you about a school, 
but please take a look at this school. 
Something is wrong there. It doesn’t 
feel right. 

He said: I will do it. 
He called me back 2 weeks later, and 

he said: You were right. That principal 
was an experiment to see if he could do 
it. He can’t. We replaced him. 

That is how Arne reacted. It wasn’t a 
matter of sending it to a committee 
and waiting for months and evaluating 
at the end of the school year; he made 
the decision—he is decisive—because 
he knew it was in the best interest of 
the students. 

Arne Duncan inherited a Department 
of Education that was in controversy 
when President Obama took the office 
of Presidency. It was in controversy be-
cause there was a Federal law—No 
Child Left Behind—promulgated by a 
previous Republican President, George 
W. Bush, and supported on a bipartisan 
basis by Congress, that was extremely 
controversial. Teachers were unhappy 
with it. Many administrators were un-
happy with it. Governors were unhappy 
with it. There was too much testing, 
too many strict rules, and too much 
pronouncement of failure when it 
wasn’t really warranted. That is what 
he inherited. 

Over the years, Arne has made a sig-
nificant impact when it comes to edu-
cation in America. U.S. graduation 
rates are at an alltime high, with the 
biggest improvements from minorities 
and the poor. Under Arne’s leadership, 
dropout rates are at an alltime low. 
Test scores are slightly up, with some 
of the biggest gains in States that em-
brace the administration’s approach to 
reform. 

We had a stimulus package, which 
the President supported when he was 
first elected, to try to help our country 
out of a recession, and Arne Duncan 
spoke up to the President and said that 
we ought to include in there some pro-
visions to help school districts, provi-
sions for money if they will compete 
for it. They instituted a program 
known as Race to the Top. They in-
vited States, if they wished, to apply 
for these Federal funds. Over 20 States 
applied. They weren’t required to. The 
$10 billion tied to reform was held 
out—it included $4.35 billion, I should 
say, for Race to the Top; $10 billion 
overall—it was held out to the States, 
and within a year 40 States not only 
competed but changed their laws to im-
prove their prospects to win money 
from Race to the Top. Forty-five 

States embraced college and career- 
ready standards like common core. 

It is interesting to note that one of 
the States that was successful was 
Tennessee, which is, of course, the 
home State of Senator LAMAR ALEX-
ANDER, the chairman of our committee 
in the Senate that is drafting edu-
cation legislation. Tennessee impressed 
Arne Duncan and the Department of 
Education and became one of the re-
cipients, and Tennessee made some 
honest declarations about the state of 
education in their State when they 
made this application. It was a State 
that took seriously making dramatic 
change, and a relationship was struck 
between Arne Duncan and LAMAR 
ALEXANDER and many other Members 
of Congress. 

Time has passed. During the last sev-
eral years, there has been a change of 
thinking in Congress, in the country, 
and in the Department of Education 
about the course to follow. 

A week or two ago in the White 
House, President Obama signed the 
new Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act, which was promulgated on 
a bipartisan basis and had the active 
support of not only Republican Senator 
LAMAR ALEXANDER but his Democratic 
counterpart, Senator PATTY MURRAY of 
the State of Washington. This bipar-
tisan legislation received I think over 
80 votes on the floor of the Senate. 
Arne Duncan was there at the signing. 
He had worked with the leadership to 
arrive at this new stage in the evo-
lution of the relationship of the Fed-
eral Government to the States and to 
the local school districts. 

I could go through a long list of 
things Arne Duncan worked on, includ-
ing his concern about student debt, but 
I want to close by pointing to one that 
has a personal interest to me, and that 
is for-profit colleges and universities. I 
have given so many speeches on the 
floor about this industry—the most 
heavily subsidized private business in 
America today, for-profit colleges and 
universities. I have recounted the mis-
erable statistics about this sector of 
the economy. With 10 percent of high 
school graduate students, they receive 
20 percent of the Federal aid to edu-
cation. They account for more than 40 
percent of all student loan defaults. 

I appealed to Arne Duncan and the 
Department of Education to do their 
best to make sure the worst for-profit 
colleges and universities were held ac-
countable. Arne Duncan showed real 
leadership. It wasn’t easy. He ran into 
political resistance on Capitol Hill 
from both political parties. And while I 
was probably pushing harder than I 
should have, he stepped forward and 
started demanding accountability. The 
net result was that one of the largest 
for-profit colleges and universities, Co-
rinthian Schools, went out of business. 
It turns out they had been defrauding 
the Federal Government for years 
when it came to the results of job-seek-
ing by their students. 

Arne Duncan showed extraordinary 
public service and political leadership 
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in tackling this controversial part of 
the educational establishment of 
America. It is no surprise for those of 
us who know Arne Duncan and what he 
is made of. Back in the day, when his 
mother was running a mentoring cen-
ter in Hyde Park, the local criminal 
gangs told her to close it down or they 
were going to firebomb it. Well, Arne 
and his mom showed up at the center 
the next day. They weren’t frightened 
and they didn’t run away. He has never 
run away from his commitment to 
young people. He has never run away 
from his commitment to public service. 
I don’t know what the next chapter of 
Arne Duncan’s life will be, but this 
chapter—his service as Secretary of 
Education for the United States of 
America—was an extraordinary display 
of commitment to the students, teach-
ers, parents, administrators, and tax-
payers of America. 

I wish to join in, along with so many 
other people, by expressing my grati-
tude to Arne Duncan for his service to 
our Nation. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

JOHNSON). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

OMNIBUS AND TAX EXTENDERS 
LEGISLATION 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 
to applaud my colleagues for being in 
the Christmas spirit. I have never seen 
so many gifts and presents given out in 
one bill. 

Let’s be clear, we aren’t voting on 
just a $1.1 trillion spending bill called 
the omnibus, we are not voting on just 
that bill. That bill, by itself, could 
have been acceptable because it helps 
veterans, middle-class families, our De-
fense Department, our border security, 
and a host of other valuable Federal 
programs, but we aren’t voting on just 
the omnibus bill. We are forced to vote 
on both the omnibus and the tax ex-
tender package that adds an additional 
unpaid-for $680 billion of gifts for spe-
cial interest groups. 

We are giving out $680 billion in irre-
sponsible tax breaks, Christmas gifts 
to every special interest and corpora-
tion that asked for one. We gave 
Christmas presents to millionaire race 
car drivers and motorcycle riders, film, 
television, and theater producers, and 
even racehorse owners. Don’t get me 
wrong. I like going to the movies, I 
like riding my motorcycle, and even 
going horseback riding from time to 
time, but I don’t think many middle- 
class Americans will be happy to know 
we gave away billions of dollars in tax 
gifts to millionaires and billionaires at 
their expense. They should be espe-
cially upset that we did it by mort-

gaging the futures of their children and 
grandchildren. I have always said we 
are writing checks that our kids can’t 
cash. 

I think a lot of Americans would 
want to know how we got here. How did 
we get to the point where we force our-
selves to vote on a 2,000-page, trillion- 
dollar spending bill at the end of the 
year just so we can all rush home for 
the holidays? How did we add a $700 bil-
lion tax extender package that gives 
the wealthiest among us the gifts they 
want? The truth is that we stopped fol-
lowing regular order. A lot of us only 
heard about regular order. We have 
never actually governed by it. I only 
know about regular order because be-
fore I joined the Senate and before he 
passed away, Senator Robert C. Byrd 
told me how this place used to work. 
We used to talk about how things 
would happen. He would be dis-
appointed in all of us on both sides, 
Democrats and Republicans, that we 
have run the body he loved so much the 
way we have. 

This is what regular order is sup-
posed to look like. After receiving the 
President’s budget—which we do, start-
ing our new Congress—Congress is sup-
posed to respond with our view of what 
the budget should look like. Then we 
work through 12 appropriations com-
mittees and their subcommittees to de-
velop 12 separate appropriations bills. 
The entire body should then consider 
each individual bill and make sure 
they meet the demands of our constitu-
ents while staying within the means of 
our set budget. We need to do that 12 
separate times so we can honestly tell 
the American public that we were re-
sponsible with their money and we can 
answer to that. 

Instead, we are jammed at the last 
minute with a $1.1 trillion spending bill 
that is over 2,000 pages long and con-
siders the priorities of those 12 com-
mittees all at one time, without talk-
ing about them and debating them in-
dividually. Not only that, as if that is 
not enough, this year we have a special 
treat of adding on a $700 billion tax gift 
Christmas tree package instead of ac-
tually doing the tax reform all of us 
talk about but never actually get 
around to. At some point, we are going 
to have to start setting our priorities 
based on our values, budgeting based 
on our priorities, and being responsible 
stewards of the taxpayers’ money. It 
will happen sooner or later. 

Instead of working throughout the 
year in a bipartisan way, we continue 
to govern by crisis, one after another. 
We kick the can down the road all year 
and then add in more than half a tril-
lion dollars in gifts to our special in-
terest friends. 

Both parties are to blame. This is not 
just a bipartisan issue, both parties are 
at fault. The Christmas gift will add $2 
trillion to our debt over the next two 
decades. My grandfather Papa Joe al-
ways taught me to base our priorities 
on our values and then budget based on 
our priorities. 

Well, we have sure shown the Amer-
ican people what our values are with 
this bill. We pay a lot of lip service on 
this floor, on cable news, and on cam-
paign trails about our priorities, but 
when it comes down to it and time to 
govern based on the priorities, all we 
get is lip service. 

We had choices to make in this bill. 
We could have helped middle-class fam-
ilies or could have given tax breaks to 
multinational companies—notably the 
major banks—parking their money 
abroad. We could choose to make col-
lege debt free or we could choose to 
help the film, television, and theater 
producers deduct the cost of their mov-
ies, shows, and plays. We could choose 
to double our border security or we 
could allow racehorses to be depre-
ciable. We could choose to give every 
American family $5,600 in tax relief or 
we could have chosen to give favorable 
tax treatment to racing complexes. We 
could have chosen to keep the promise 
that President Truman made to our pa-
triotic coal miners in 1946 and protect 
their pension and health care guaran-
tees or we could choose to give $680 bil-
lion in tax breaks to special interest 
groups, millionaires, and billionaires. 

We chose poorly. We truly chose 
poorly. Democrats and Republicans 
both say we need to help our hard- 
working American families, but we 
have completely ignored the most 
hard-working people out there I know, 
our coal miners, and we should be 
ashamed of ourselves. 

I know some of my colleagues don’t 
like coal. They think they don’t need it 
and want to get rid of it, but this isn’t 
about coal. It is about the brave men 
and women who gave and who have 
gone into those mines every day for 
over a century to power our economy, 
produce the weapons to fight our wars, 
and provide the energy we all depend 
on today. It made us the greatest coun-
try on Earth, a superpower. Basically, 
with this God-given resource that we 
had, these brave men and women 
worked and worked hard, very patrioti-
cally, to make sure this country had 
the energy it needed to defend itself 
and to build the industrial might that 
we have to be the superpower of the 
world. 

They were guaranteed affordable 
health care and dignity in retirement 
in return for the blood, sweat, and 
tears they shed for our country. That 
was a guarantee, a written guarantee, 
in 1946. They were guaranteed afford-
able health care and retirement. I want 
you to know that by not being able to 
have that in this bill—as laden as it is 
with all of these giveaways, freebies, 
picking who is getting what, and all 
the millionaires and billionaires—we 
went back on our promise. We decided 
to help race car owners, film producers, 
horseracing professionals, foreign enti-
ties, and a host of other special inter-
est groups, but we didn’t help our own 
miners. We did not help our own peo-
ple. 

Today we said that despite finding a 
fiscally responsible way to meet these 
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obligations, our priorities were not in 
valuing their service. I cannot stand on 
the floor and vote for a bill that tells 
middle-class Americans, students and 
veterans, doctors and nurses, mothers 
and fathers, and our seniors that these 
are our values. They simply are not 
who we are and what we are about. 
They are not the values that the good 
people of West Virginia, Wisconsin or 
all the other 50 States that we have in 
this great Union basically value, and 
they are not the values the ‘‘greatest 
generation’’ and our miners fought for. 

I encourage all my colleagues to vote 
no and show the American people once 
and for all what our values should be 
and that our priorities are about them 
and not about special interest people 
and special people who don’t need the 
help. They have already done very well 
in life. I would hope we would all think 
twice before voting on this absolutely 
irresponsible piece of legislation that 
adds another $700 billion of debt. It is 
uncalled for. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to enter into a col-
loquy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I have 
two of my colleagues with me; the 
three of us were former Governors. My 
good friend Senator KING was the Gov-
ernor of Maine, my good friend Senator 
MARK WARNER was the Governor of 
Virginia, and I was previously the Gov-
ernor of West Virginia. So we maybe 
think a little differently about how 
things should work in a budget. 

Unfortunately, we don’t aim for the 
bipartisan success we had in 1997. In 
1997, President Clinton, a Democrat, 
under his administration—at that time 
we had Governor Kasich, who was then 
a Congressman, a Republican, and they 
worked together to get a budget. And, 
I might say, it was the last time a bal-
anced budget was negotiated. The gov-
ernment suffered budget deficits every 
year from 1970 through 1997, when a 
balanced budget was finally nego-
tiated. 

In 1998, the President, along with a 
Republican-controlled Congress—as we 
have today—recorded a surplus of $69 
billion and continued to deliver sur-
pluses. In 1999 it was $126 billion; in 
2000 it was $236 billion; in 2001 it was 
$128 billion. The Congressional Budget 
Office in January of 2001 stated in their 
budget outlook that the Federal budget 
over the next decade continued to be 
bright and would build on a period of 
historic surpluses. Historic surpluses 
are what they predicted. That was in 
2001. 

However, just a year later, CBO—the 
same people—changed their tone, pro-
jecting that long-term pressures on in-
creased spending and decreasing reve-
nues due to tax cuts would set the 
country on a path toward deficits. CBO 
even went so far as to warn President 
Bush and Congress, stating: Taking ac-
tion sooner rather than later to ad-
dress long-term budgetary pressures 
can make a significant difference. In 
particular, policies that encourage eco-
nomic growth, such as running budget 
surpluses to boost national savings and 
investment, enacting tax and regu-
latory policies that encourage work 
and saving, and focusing more govern-
ment spending on investment rather 
than on current consumption can help 
by increasing the total amount of re-
sources available for all uses. 

But Washington ignored the warn-
ings, and the budget deficits returned, 
along with the bipartisan blame that 
plagues the Nation’s Capital today. 

Since 2002, the Nation has routinely 
suffered from irresponsible budgets, re-
sulting in a growing national debt. Be-
tween 2008 and 2012, the deficits totaled 
$5.6 trillion, and in 4 of the 5 years, 
they were larger relative to the size of 
the economy than they had been in any 
year since 1946. In 2014, our spending 
was $3.5 trillion and our revenues were 
only $3 trillion—a deficit of $485 bil-
lion. In 2015, CBO projects our spending 
will be $3.67 trillion and our revenues 
will be only $3.2 trillion—a deficit of 
$426 billion. Our deficit is projected to 
decrease slightly in 2016, with spending 
at $3.9 trillion and revenues at $3.5, for 
a deficit of only $414 billion. However, 
beginning in 2017, they begin to rise 
again. With spending at over $4 trillion 
and revenues at $3.6 trillion, we are 
still adding $416 billion and climbing. 

The three of us have a hard time un-
derstanding that. Basically, we all had 
balanced budget amendments in our 
constitutions. Every Governor sits 
down at least once a week with the rev-
enue, and the revenue people come in 
with all the tax people. Every Governor 
sits down, and they tell us where we 
are. They tell us where we are on pro-
jected revenues and if we can continue 
spending what we projected to spend or 
if we have to start cutting. As Gov-
ernor, you have to start making those 
decisions on a weekly basis, sometimes 
on a daily basis. But that was our re-
sponsibility. 

On our current trajectory, we will be 
returning to trillion-dollar levels by 
2025, with spending of $6 trillion and 
revenues of only $5 trillion. Our Fed-
eral debt now exceeds $18.7 trillion, 
equivalent to roughly 100 percent of 
GDP, and CBO projects budget deficits 
will rise steadily. By 2040, our Federal 
debt will reach a percentage of GDP 
seen at only one previous time in the 
history of this great country, and that 
was the final year of World War II. 

If we think back to World War II, our 
parents and grandparents were won-
dering: How do we survive? How does 
the world survive? We didn’t worry 

about what we had spent and what rev-
enue we had. We did whatever it took. 

This is all self-inflicted. This is truly 
self-inflicted, and it is not one party 
spending more than the other party or 
one party being more irresponsible. It 
is all of us not doing our job—just 
doing what we are doing today, voting 
on a combined omnibus with an ex-
tender bill wrapped into one, and say-
ing: There is a lot of good, and we need 
to do it. If you don’t do it, you are 
going to shut down the government. 

That is not the case. Somebody soon-
er or later has to say enough is enough. 
How can we go home and explain this 
to the people? I can’t. We are leaving 
people behind and not doing the job we 
should be doing. 

That is why I am so pleased to be 
here with my dear friends. Senator 
ANGUS KING from Maine—the job he did 
I think was exceptional. I yield to Sen-
ator WARNER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I know 
my friend from West Virginia and I 
compliment the Senator from Maine. 

Before these two great former Gov-
ernors came to this body, there were 
many times I would stand up and rail 
on these issues. It is great to have 
other folks who balanced budgets and 
made hard choices in their careers. I 
welcome the opportunity to share a 
couple of my thoughts. 

I will not repeat all of the comments 
Senator MANCHIN made. I concur with 
the vast majority of them. The data is 
overwhelming. I know the Presiding 
Officer has also taken on this issue. 
There are some good things, so let me 
start with some of the good. 

As someone who feared that at some 
point this tax extender package might 
exceed $800 billion or get close to $900 
billion, I think it is an interesting 
place when folks are celebrating the 
fact that it is only $680 billion of un-
paid-fors. In many ways, there is a lot 
to commend in the policy choices made 
by both sides. On the Democratic side, 
making permanent the earned-income 
tax credit is, frankly, a policy that was 
initiated by a Republican President 
and called the best anti-poverty pro-
gram around. Expanding and making 
that permanent is a step in the right 
direction. The child tax credit is a pol-
icy raised by both sides, and making 
that permanent and expanding it 
makes an enormous amount of sense. 

I know, as well, that from a business 
standpoint, one of the challenges busi-
nesses face in an ever more competi-
tive world is lack of predictability. So 
for certain areas, such as the R&D tax 
credit and 179 expensing, it is appro-
priate and timely that we make those 
provisions permanent. 

I know there may be differences, par-
ticularly even on my side. The bonus 
depreciation provisions are nice to 
have, but I am not sure I know any 
business that makes that decision on 
capital investment based upon bonus 
depreciation, and the fact that it is 
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winding down over 5 years is a great 
step in the right direction. 

I have some concerns about some of 
the international tax provisions, not 
because of the merits of the system but 
as someone who believes strongly that 
to keep America competitive, we need 
international tax reform. If we take 
things off the table now, the ability to 
bring those back to get the kind of 
comprehensive tax reform we need in 
the long haul makes those challenges 
more difficult. 

Let me again build on Senator 
MANCHIN’s comments. I want to be re-
spectful of my colleagues’ time and 
make this brief. As Senator MANCHIN 
said, anybody in this body that tries to 
say this is all the Republicans’ fault or 
it is all the Democrats’ fault doesn’t 
know their history. There are no clean 
hands. 

As Senator MANCHIN mentioned, the 
good news is we are actually at a rel-
atively low rate of annual deficit. The 
challenge is that, because of 
unthoughtful behavior by those of us in 
this Chamber and many that preceded 
us, now the aggregate debt our Nation 
faces is $18.5 trillion, and it will go up. 

I talked to a group of high school 
students this morning and said: The 
biggest challenge you are going to in-
herit is this massive amount of debt. If 
we are not careful, within a few years 
the Federal Government of the United 
States will be a social insurance party 
and an army and nothing else. 

Yesterday Senator CANTWELL spoke 
to this. I know the Federal Reserve ap-
propriately started to inch up interest 
rates. With this aggregate debt—by the 
way, we just added $680 billion more to 
this debt over the next 10 years 
through these unpaid-for tax extend-
ers—interest rates go up one percent-
age point. At 100 basis points, that is 
more than $140 billion. We can have 
$140, $150, $180, depending on how they 
collect it. But let’s take the conserv-
ative, $140 billion a year of additional 
spending off the top before we spend on 
any other priority. That is more than 
this government spends on the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and on the 
Department of Education combined. 

So at some point we do have to say 
‘‘no mas.’’ At some point—and I hope it 
will be starting next year—we will step 
back and look at this holistically. Even 
though there are good policies in this 
extender package, the overall aggre-
gate is a challenge. 

Two last points. We worked on a 
transportation bill in this body. While 
I supported the policy goals when it 
was here on the stand-alone, I voted 
against it because the pay-fors were a 
hodgepodge that basically had nothing 
to do with transportation. It is re-
markable to me as a businessman—not 
as a Senator, but as a business guy. 
You look at your balance sheet on your 
expenditure side and your revenue side. 
They are both spending. Purely from a 
government standpoint, you are spend-
ing on the Tax Code or you are spend-
ing programmatically. When we spend 

on investments like transportation, we 
have to pay for them. When we spend 
in the Tax Code, suddenly there is a 
free pass that these items never have 
to be paid for. Yet going forward, when 
we look at our budget next year, we 
will have less ability because the reve-
nues have been decreased over a 10-year 
period of $680 billion. I know my col-
leagues will speak to these issues. 

I want to make a final point. I am 
not sure of my colleagues’ stand on 
this, but it is of grave concern to me. 
I supported the Affordable Care Act. I 
think there are good things in it; I 
think there are problems that need to 
be fixed. But one of the components of 
the Affordable Care Act that even its 
greatest critics point out is that it ac-
tually was paid for. Some of those pay- 
fors, we are paying for. They were pol-
icy choices; one in particular was the 
so-called Cadillac tax. The remarkable 
thing about the Cadillac tax was that 
was the one point of agreement— 
whether you are an economist on the 
left or the right—that not only would 
it generate revenues for the so-called 
ACA, but it would also be one of the 
most powerful reform packages to hold 
the overall cost of health care down. 
Perhaps due to an election year rush 
and because the pressure is on both 
sides, Congress is taking its proverbial 
punt. Rather than fixing the Cadillac 
tax or rather than fixing the medical 
device tax, we are delaying the imple-
mentation of both of these revenue 
sources. 

I will make a wager now with any 
Senator in this body that while the 
promise of this delay is only for 2 
years, 2 years from now there will be 
another reason to delay additionally. 
In doing so, what we do is undermine 
the financial legs as well as some of the 
policy legs of the ACA, and in a State 
such as mine where we have not ex-
panded Medicaid, we provide fodder to 
those who want to delay the expansion 
of Medicaid because they are afraid 
that the Federal Government will not 
honor its commitments. By delaying 
the implementation of these pay-fors, 
unfortunately, I think we strengthen 
their argument. 

I thank both of my colleagues. They 
are both dear friends—the Senator 
from West Virginia and the Senator 
from Maine. We have sometimes been 
lonely voices in our caucuses on these 
issues. 

With that, I want to turn this over to 
my friend, the Senator from Maine— 
who, like the Senator from West Vir-
ginia, has balanced budgets, has made 
tough choices—to speak on the issue of 
the tax extenders and the omnibus, Mr. 
KING. 

Mr. KING. Madam President, I be-
lieve the Senator from Wisconsin 
wants to make a comment before I do. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). The Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President, I 
was sitting in the chair and I was lis-
tening to—— 

Mr. MCCAIN. What is going on here? 

Mr. KING. A quick colloquy. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 

was consent granted for a colloquy. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Very briefly, I was 

sitting in the chair and I was listening 
to the Senators from West Virginia and 
Virginia, and I am sure the Senator 
from Maine will also be talking about 
an area of agreement. The Senator 
from West Virginia talked about our 
mortgaging our children’s future. That 
is the truth. 

I want to commend the Senators for 
highlighting this mortgaging of our 
children’s future and the facts. I know 
a couple of Senators supported my 
amendment to the budget process, lay-
ing out the information. The only 
thing I want to chime in on is to lay 
out the truth of how severe this mort-
gaging of our children’s future is. One 
of the things I did in the budget proc-
ess was to lay out a 30-year deficit pro-
jection by CBO, putting it in dollar for-
mat. 

The fact of the matter is, according 
to CBO, over the next 30 years the pro-
jection deficit is $103 trillion—about 
$10 trillion over the next decade, $28 
trillion in the second decade, and $65 
trillion in the third decade. We got 
that in the budget process to lay it out 
over 30 years. In the budget process, we 
also asked CBO to put this in as a 1- 
page income statement, to lay out 
where that $103 trillion comes from. We 
have this 1-page income statement that 
lays out revenue and deficit. The first 
two lines are Social Security and Medi-
care. Over the next 30 years, there will 
be $14 trillion more in benefits paid out 
than is brought in by the payroll tax 
into Social Security. It is a $34 trillion 
deficit in Medicare. The remainder of 
that $103 trillion deficit is interest on 
the debt. 

I want to commend the Democratic 
colleagues here who are so concerned 
about the mortgage of our children’s 
future and these added deficits from 
this tax extender package. It is a real 
concern. We have been trying to find 
the areas of agreement that unify us. 
This is certainly one of those things. 
We have to stop this process. 

I appreciate the Senator yielding 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine. 

Mr. KING. Madam President, I rise to 
join my colleagues, including the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin, to discuss what 
we are going to be voting on tomorrow. 

First, I should say I have no major 
problem with the budget deal, with the 
omnibus. The process isn’t exactly 
what it should have been. We didn’t 
consider our 12 appropriations bills on 
the floor. However, the appropriations 
process did go through the committee 
process, and it was a result of bi-
cameral and bipartisan negotiations. 

My problem is with the tax extenders 
part of the package. First, it is a dou-
ble standard. For all of this year—and 
we struggled in the Armed Services 
Committee and through the appropria-
tions process—everything that had to 
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be increased in spending for whatever 
purpose had to be paid for. That was 
the standard. Everything has to be paid 
for. We had to find offsets. Then all of 
a sudden, we are considering a $680 bil-
lion hole in the deficit that doesn’t 
have to be paid for. It is like we are all 
concerned about the debt, except when 
we aren’t. Frankly, as someone who 
has been here for a fairly short time, I 
find this puzzling. The rule ought to 
apply both ways, because tax expendi-
tures, by the way, are what they are. 
Republican and Democratic economists 
concede that the deductions, loopholes, 
and changes in the Tax Code are called 
tax expenditures. That is what they 
are, because otherwise they would be 
revenues to the government. 

These are real dollars, and this is 
what has happened since the Tax Re-
form Act of 1986, when tax expenditures 
represented about 5 percent of GDP. 
Here we are today, and then the pack-
age we are talking about. We are going 
up into this area. This is almost 8 per-
cent of GDP. This is a huge outlay that 
is like new mandatory spending. It 
happens automatically. It doesn’t have 
to be reviewed every year. There is no 
assessment of whether these expendi-
tures are effective or not, and some of 
them obviously are. 

I have no problem with many of the 
items that are in here—mortgage inter-
est deduction, health care interest de-
duction. But some of them deserve con-
sideration, just as our budgets deserve 
consideration. This is on automatic 
pilot. This is a kind of new mandatory 
spending. The other piece is that we 
are deepening the debt hole. This is the 
percent of GDP of spending, and these 
are revenues. This is the deficit. This is 
the debt. That is what is killing us in 
the long run. 

There is a tremendous interest rate 
risk here—as the Senator from Vir-
ginia pointed out. We are now at his-
torically low interest levels. In living 
memory, I don’t know a time when in-
terest rates have been as low as they 
are. For every point that interest rates 
go up with an $18 trillion debt, the cost 
to the Treasury is $180 billion. The 
math isn’t that complicated. If interest 
rates go up to 5 percent, just interest 
payments on this $18 trillion debt will 
be $900 billion a year. So 90 percent of 
our current total discretionary budget 
would go to interest payments. It 
would swamp the defense budget. It 
would swamp the discretionary budget. 
Yet we are tiptoeing along the edge of 
this precipice. 

If interest rates go up with an $18 
trillion debt, we are in real financial 
trouble. The second problem with this 
huge debt is it gives us no room for 
slack. It gives us no room for an emer-
gency, for a recession, for hostilities, 
for a major terrorist attack and its ef-
fect on our economy. We have no cush-
ion because we have used the cushion 
up. We continue to use it up, even when 
the economy improves. This $18 trillion 
some day is going to have to be paid 
back. 

Finally, these aren’t really tax cuts. 
Tax cuts are when you lower taxes and 
lower expenditures or raise other taxes 
so it is revenue neutral. If you cut 
taxes in a time of deficit, which means 
you have to simply borrow the dif-
ference of what the revenues would 
have been, that is not a tax cut. That 
is a tax shift. 

We are simply shifting the taxes from 
ourselves to our children. This bill 
should be called the ‘‘tax your grand-
children act’’ because we are cutting 
our own taxes, but we are borrowing 
the money that otherwise would be col-
lected and our kids are going to have 
to pay it back at some point with in-
terest. 

That is unethical. That isn’t right. If 
5-year-olds knew what was going on 
and could vote, we would be dead 
ducks, because that is who is bearing 
the burden of these policies. 

What do we have to do to solve this? 
In some ways, it is simple and in other 
ways it is hard. Conceptually it is sim-
ple. We have to bring expenditures and 
revenues into balance. That means 
looking at the whole course of Federal 
revenues and also Federal investments, 
and we also have to make investments 
to make our economy grow. 

The best solution to this deficit prob-
lem is a growing economy. But ulti-
mately for me, this is an issue of eth-
ical stewardship. Tom Brokaw wrote 
the famous book ‘‘The Greatest Gen-
eration.’’ They fought World War II, 
sacrificed, built the Interstate High-
way System, and built the economy 
that we are running on today—the 
greatest generation. 

I shudder to think what would be the 
case if Tom Brokaw wrote a book 
about our generation, which is bor-
rowing and is not keeping our infra-
structure up, is not adequately pro-
viding for the common defense, and is 
shifting the cost from us to our chil-
dren. That is not stewardship; that is 
intergenerational theft. That is what 
we are engaged in here. 

We are going to have one vote tomor-
row. I intend to vote for the bill be-
cause I believe in the budget section, 
but I am very uncomfortable with the 
tax extender section. I don’t have pol-
icy problems with many of those tax 
extenders. I do have a fundamental 
problem if they are not paid for. I don’t 
think it is honest for us to go home and 
say that we cut your taxes when our 
grandchildren are going to have to pay 
those bills with interest. 

That is the point that I think needs 
to be made about this, not that we are 
going to be able to stop this train that 
is going to be coming through here in 
the next 24 hours, but that we really 
need to talk next year about serious 
tax reform, about trying to balance 
revenues and expenditures and putting 
this country on a financial path, on a 
fiscal path that is sustainable and re-
sponsible. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, my 
colleague and dear friend from Vir-
ginia, Senator WARNER, has worked ex-
tensively on trying to reform our Tax 
Code. We had something called the 
Simpson-Bowles Commission, which I 
think he took the lead on and was very 
much instrumental. What does this do 
to give you the chance to basically fix 
the problems we have with the Tax 
Code? 

Mr. WARNER. It decreases our rev-
enue line going forward. It does take 
some of the things, particularly in 
international tax reform, off the table. 
There are arguments that some of 
these being made permanent may 
make it easier. I will give you an ex-
ample. The R&D tax credit is some-
thing that most of us on both sides of 
the aisle support. Here is the kind of 
only-in-Washington math that takes 
place. We are making permanent the 
R&D tax credit and not paying for it. 
Yet, if next year we decided to cut 
back on the R&D tax credit, that would 
be viewed as additional revenue to the 
bottom line, even though the cost of it 
has never been built in. Again, people 
who maybe are watching might say: I 
don’t understand that accounting. 

Let me assure you: If you ques-
tioning that accounting, then welcome 
to Washington, DC, and Federal Gov-
ernment accounting and budget lines. 

I think this will make it more chal-
lenging. There are some benefits, as I 
said earlier—predictability to our busi-
ness community. I would echo what the 
Senator from Maine has said. At the 
end of the day, we are simply transfer-
ring the obligations from our responsi-
bility to that of our kids and 
grandkids. Long term, that is not 
going to give them the same kind of 
country that we all inherited. 

Mr. MANCHIN. As we finish up on 
the colloquy here, the House is going 
to vote twice. They are going to vote 
on the extenders bill and the omnibus 
bill. For the second time, we are going 
to roll them into one in the Senate. We 
will not have the opportunity to vote 
twice. The omnibus bill is something 
that I could have supported. The ex-
tenders bill is absolutely something I 
cannot support, for the future of our 
country and our children. It is a shame 
that we don’t have a separate vote. 

With that, I thank the Senator from 
Maine and the Senator from Virginia 
for this colloquy. 

With that, we yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona. 
Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent to address the Sen-
ate in morning business and take as 
much time as I may consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL STRATEGY TO 
DEFEAT ISIL 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, 70 
years ago, a group of American leaders 
forged the rules-based international 
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order out of the ashes of World War II. 
Those who were there recall that they 
were ‘‘present at the creation.’’ We 
may well look back at 2015 and realize 
we were present at the unravelling. We 
were present at the unravelling. 

At the beginning of this year, Presi-
dent Obama was still committed to de-
grading and ultimately destroying 
ISIL. He had warned: If left unchecked, 
ISIL could pose a growing threat be-
yond the Middle East, including to the 
United States. In 2015, that is exactly 
what happened in Paris and San 
Bernardino, and it will not be the last. 
I promise my colleagues that under 
this administration, with the present 
policy and lack of strategy, there will 
be other attacks on the United States 
of America. I deeply regret having to 
say that, but I owe it to my constitu-
ents and Americans whom I know and 
respect to tell them the truth. 

More than 1 year into the campaign 
against ISIL, it is impossible to assert 
that ISIL is losing and that we are win-
ning. And if you are not winning in this 
kind of warfare, you are losing. Stale-
mate is not success. 

We asked the witnesses before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee the 
following question: Is ISIS contained? 
It is not. ISIS is not contained, con-
trary to the statements—bizarrely— 
made by the President of the United 
States literally hours before the attack 
on San Bernardino. 

This year our Senate Armed Services 
Committee held several hearings spe-
cifically focused on the threat of ISIL, 
including three hearings specifically 
with Secretary of Defense Ash Carter. 
We heard about nine lines of effort. We 
heard about three ‘‘arrrghs.’’ We never 
heard a plausible theory of success, nor 
a strategy to achieve success. What do 
I mean by that? There is no time line 
on when Mosul, the second largest city 
in Iraq, will be taken. There is no 
strategy to take Raqqa. Raqqa is the 
base of the caliphate. Raqqa is the 
place where the attacks are being 
planned and orchestrated. We have 
news reports that they are developing 
chemical weapons in Raqqa. This is the 
first time that a terrorist organization 
has had a base, a caliphate, from which 
to operate. What has happened? They 
are expanding globally. 

By the way, they have lost some of 
their territory on the margin. Hope-
fully, one of these days, Ramadi will 
fall to our forces, even though there 
have only been a few hundred ISIL 
there for the last few weeks. 

The fact is that ISIL has expanded 
its control in Syria; it continues to 
dominate Sunni Arab areas in both 
Iraq and Syria; it maintains control of 
key cities such as Mosul, Fallujah, and 
Ramadi; and efforts to retake these 
territories have stalled, at least to 
some degree. 

Meanwhile, ISIL is expanding glob-
ally. On Tuesday, GEN John Campbell, 
commander of U.S. and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan, told the Associated Press 
that ISIL is seeking to establish a re-

gional base in eastern Afghanistan as 
it attracts more followers and foreign 
fighters. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that an article detailing the 
AP interview titled ‘‘U.S. general says 
the number of Afghan IS loyalists 
growing,’’ be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From The Associated Press, Dec. 15, 2015] 
U.S. GENERAL SAYS THE NUMBER OF AFGHAN 

IS LOYALISTS GROWING 
(By Lynne O’Donnell) 

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN.—Supporters of the 
Islamic State group in Afghanistan are at-
tempting to establish a regional base in the 
eastern city of Jalalabad, the commander of 
U.S. and NATO forces in Afghanistan, Gen-
eral John Campbell, said on Tuesday. 

In an interview with The Associated Press, 
Campbell said that ‘‘foreign fighters’’ from 
Syria and Iraq had joined Afghans who had 
declared loyalty to the group in the eastern 
province of Nangarhar, bordering Pakistan. 

He said there were also ‘‘indications’’ that 
the IS supporters in Nangarhar were trying 
to consolidate links with the group’s leader-
ship in Syria and Iraq. 

The Islamic State group controls about a 
third of Iraq and Syria. Fighters loyal to the 
group in Afghanistan include disaffected Af-
ghan and Pakistani Taliban who have fought 
fierce battles with the Taliban in recent 
months. 

Afghan officials have said that IS sup-
porters control a number of border districts 
in Nangarhar and have a presence in some 
other southern provinces, including Zabul 
and Ghazni. 

Until now, however, it was unclear whether 
loyalists in Afghanistan had institutional 
links to the group’s leadership. 

Many of those who had declared allegiance 
to IS were ‘‘disenfranchised Taliban’’ from 
both sides of the border, Campbell said. But, 
he added, ‘‘they’ve been reaching out. I’m 
sure there are folks who have come from 
Syria and Iraq—I couldn’t tell you how many 
but there are indications of some foreign 
fighters coming in there. 

‘‘But they don’t have the capability right 
now to attack Europe, or attack the home-
land, the United States. But that’s what 
they want to do, they’ve said that’s what 
they want to do,’’ he said. 

During the summer months, Taliban and 
IS loyalists fought fierce battles in the far 
eastern districts of Nangarhar, with resi-
dents reporting a range of atrocities, includ-
ing arbitrary imprisonment, forced mar-
riages for young women, and beheadings. 

The IS loyalists have said they want to ab-
sorb Afghanistan into a larger province of its 
‘‘caliphate’’ called Khorasan. Campbell said 
the group wants to establish a base in 
Nangarhar’s provincial capital, Jalalabad 
‘‘as the base of the Khorasan province’’ and 
‘‘work their way up into Kunar’’ province 
immediately north. 

The first credible reports of an IS presence 
in Afghanistan emerged earlier this year in 
northern Helmand, though recruiters be-
lieved to have had links to the leadership in 
Syria were killed by U.S. drone strikes in 
February. 

The presence in Nangarhar became clear in 
the summer, when IS loyalists launched bat-
tles against the Taliban in the border re-
gions. For months, the Afghan forces—occu-
pied with fighting elsewhere—had let the two 
groups fight each other, Campbell said. ‘‘If 
the Taliban and ISIL want to kill each other, 
let them do it,’’ he said, using an alternative 
acronym for the Islamic State group. 

He said that control of the four districts— 
Achin, Nazyan, Bati Kot and Spin Gar—had 
seesawed between the two groups. 

The revelation in July that the Taliban’s 
founder and leader, Mullah Mohammad Omar 
had been dead for more than two years has 
led to deep fissures in the leadership, and in-
fighting between rival Taliban factions that 
Campbell said had left hundreds dead. 

Campbell, who took control of U.S. and 
NATO forces in Afghanistan in mid–2014, said 
splits among the Taliban, who have been try-
ing to overthrow the Afghan government 
since their regime was driven from power in 
2001 by the U.S. invasion, could make the 
fight even harder in 2016. 

‘‘The prize really is Kandahar, that’s their 
strategic goal,’’ he said, referring to the 
southern province from where the Taliban 
emerged after Afghanistan’s vicious civil 
war ended in 1996. 

Neighboring Helmand province, where 
most of the world’s opium is produced, is 
currently the scene of fierce battles for con-
trol of strategically important districts, in-
cluding Marjah. 

Taliban fighters took control of the north-
ern city of Kunduz in September, for just 
three days before the Afghan military, 
backed by U.S. forces, pushed them out. 

Campbell said he did not believe the 
Taliban had planned to hold or govern 
Kunduz, but the psychological impact of the 
city’s fall had been enormous. Jalalabad, he 
said, ‘‘is not going to fall.’’ 

Afghan forces, ‘‘challenged in many areas, 
understand the impact of Kunduz,’’ he said. 
‘‘I think they will make the right adjust-
ments so that it (Jalalabad) doesn’t become 
another Kunduz.’’ 

Mr. MCCAIN. It says: ‘‘Supporters of 
the Islamic State group in Afghanistan 
are attempting to establish a regional 
base in the eastern city of Jalalabad, 
the commander of U.S. and NATO 
forces in Afghanistan, General John 
Campbell, said on Tuesday.’’ 

The Wall Street Journal reports that 
ISIL has expanded in Libya and estab-
lished a new base close to Europe, 
where it can generate oil revenues and 
plot terror attacks. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Wall Street Journal 
article entitled ‘‘Islamic State 
Tightens Grip on Libyan Stronghold of 
Sirte’’—the hometown, by the way of 
Muammar Qadhafi—be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Wall Street Journal, Nov. 29, 2015] 

ISLAMIC STATE TIGHTENS GRIP ON LIBYAN 
STRONGHOLD OF SIRTE 

(By Tamer El-Ghobashy and Hassan 
Morajea) 

MISRATA, LIBYA.—Even as foreign powers 
step up pressure against Islamic State in 
Syria and Iraq, the militant group has ex-
panded in Libya and established a new base 
close to Europe where it can generate oil 
revenue and plot terror attacks. 

Since announcing its presence in February 
in Sirte, the city on Libya’s Mediterranean 
coast has become the first that the militant 
group governs outside of Syria and Iraq. Its 
presence there has grown over the past year 
from 200 eager fighters to a roughly 5,000– 
strong contingent which includes adminis-
trators and financiers, according to esti-
mates by Libyan intelligence officials, resi-
dents and activists in the area. 
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The group has exploited the deep divisions 

in Libya, which has two rival governments, 
to create this new stronghold of violent reli-
gious extremism just across the Mediterra-
nean Sea from Italy. Along the way, they 
scored a string of victories—defeating one of 
the strongest fighting forces in the country 
and swiftly crushing a local popular revolt. 

Libya’s neighbors have become increas-
ingly alarmed. 

Tunisia closed its border with Libya for 15 
days on Wednesday, the day after Islamic 
State claimed responsibility for a suicide 
bombing on a bus in the capital Tunis that 
killed 12 presidential guards. 

Tunisia is also building a security wall 
along a third of that border to stem the flow 
of extremists between the countries. Two 
previous attacks in Tunisia this year that 
killed dozens of tourists were carried out by 
gunmen the government said were trained by 
Islamic State in Libya, which has recruited 
hundreds of Tunisians to its ranks. 

This burgeoning operation in Libya shows 
how Islamic State is able to grow and adapt 
even as it is targeted by Russian, French and 
U.S.-led airstrikes in Syria as well as Kurd-
ish and Iraqi ground assaults in Iraq. 

On Thursday, nearly two weeks after Is-
lamic State’s attacks on Paris, French Presi-
dent François Hollande and Italian Prime 
Minister Matteo Renzi met in the French 
capital where both said Europe must turn its 
attention to the militants’ rise in Libya. Mr. 
Renzi said Libya risks becoming the ‘‘next 
emergency’’ if it is not given priority. 

In Libya, Islamic State has fended off chal-
lenges from government-aligned militias and 
called for recruits who have the technical 
know-how to put nearby oil facilities into 
operation. Libyan officials said they are wor-
ried it is only a matter of time before the 
radical fighters attempt to take over more 
oil fields and refineries near Sirte to boost 
their revenues—money that could fund at-
tacks in the Middle East and Europe. 

Sirte is a gateway to several major oil 
fields and refineries farther east on the same 
coast and Islamic State has targeted those 
installations in the past year. 

‘‘They have made their intentions clear,’’ 
said Ismail Shoukry, head of military intel-
ligence for the region that includes Sirte. 
‘‘They want to take their fight to Rome.’’ 

Islamic State is benefiting from a conflict 
that has further weakened government con-
trol in Libya. For nearly a year, the U.S. and 
European powers have pointed to the Islamic 
State threat to press the rival governments 
to come to a power-sharing agreement. De-
spite a United Nations-brokered draft agree-
ment for peace announced in October, nei-
ther side has taken steps to implement it. 

A new U.N. envoy, Martin Kobler, was ap-
pointed this month to break the stalemate, 
part of efforts to find a political solution to 
counter the extremists’ expansion. 

‘‘We don’t have a real state. We have a 
fragmented government,’’ said Fathi Ali 
Bashaagha, a politician from the city of 
Misrata who participated in the U.N.-led ne-
gotiations. ‘‘Every day we delay on a polit-
ical deal, it is a golden opportunity for Is-
lamic State to grow.’’ 

Since early 2014, two rival factions have 
ruled Libya, effectively dividing the country. 
In the east, an internationally recognized 
government based in the town of Tobruk has 
won the backing of regional powers Egypt 
and the United Arab Emirates. In the west, 
an Islamist-leaning government based in 
Tripoli has relied on Misrata fighting forces 
for political legitimacy. 

Islamic State militants have successfully 
taken on and defeated myriad Libyan armed 
factions, including the powerful militias 
from Misrata which were the driving force 
behind the revolt that unseated longtime 

dictator Moammar Gadhafi in 2011. Misrata, 
150 miles west of Sirte, has recently come 
under sporadic Islamic State attacks. 

Members of Misrata’s militias, who are 
loosely under the control of the western gov-
ernment in Tripoli, say they lack the sup-
port to mount an offensive against Islamic 
State. Earlier this month, the Tripoli gov-
ernment forced the Misrata militias into a 
humiliating prisoner swap with Islamic 
State. 

‘‘There will be no meaningful action with-
out a political agreement,’’ said Abdullah al- 
Najjar, a field commander with the Brigade 
166, an elite Misrata militia that engaged in 
a protracted fight with Islamic State on the 
outskirts of Sirte earlier this year. ‘‘You 
have to know you’re going to war with a gov-
ernment that is going to back you.’’ 

This month, the U.S. launched an airstrike 
against Islamic State in Libya, its first 
against the group outside of Syria and Iraq. 
Officials said they believe the strike killed 
one of the top deputies of Islamic State lead-
er Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. The deputy, Abu 
Nabil al-Anbari, had been sent to Libya last 
year to establish the group’s presence there. 

In recent weeks, a flood of foreign recruits 
and their families have arrived in Sirte—an-
other indication the group is becoming in-
creasingly comfortable in its North African 
base, according to residents and activists 
from Sirte and Libyan military officials. 

Islamic State has called on recruits to 
travel to Libya instead of trying to enter 
Syria, while commanders have repatriated 
Libyan fighters from Syria and Iraq, Libyan 
intelligence officials said. 

‘‘Sirte will be no less than Raqqa,’’ is a 
mantra often repeated by Islamic State lead-
ers in the Libyan city during sermons and 
radio broadcasts, several residents and an ac-
tivist from the city said. Raqqa is the 
group’s self-declared capital in Syria. 

Like its mother organization in Syria, Is-
lamic State has appointed foreign ‘‘emirs’’ in 
Sirte to administer its brutal brand of social 
control. Music, smoking and cellphone net-
works have been banned while women are 
only allowed to walk the streets in full 
cover. Morality police patrol in vehicles 
marked with Islamic State’s logo and courts 
administering Islamic law, or Shariah, as 
well as prisons have been set up. 

With a population of about 700,000, Sirte 
was long known for being Gadhafi’s home-
town and a stronghold of his supporters. 

Soon after Libya’s uprising ended more 
than four decades of Gadhafi’s rule, he was 
killed in Sirte by fighters from Misrata. 

Earlier this month, Islamic State reopened 
schools in the city, segregating students by 
gender and strictly enforcing an Islamic 
State approved curriculum. On Fridays, the 
traditional day of communal prayer, the 
group organizes public lectures and residents 
are often herded into public squares to wit-
ness executions and lashings of those who 
run afoul of the strict rules. 

The seeds of Islamic State’s growth in 
Libya were planted after Gadhafi’s ouster. In 
the almost exclusively Sunni Muslim Libya, 
the Sunni extremist group exploited tribal 
and political rifts that lingered after the 
strongman’s death, particularly around 
Sirte. 

Islamic State lured extremists from other 
groups under the Islamic State umbrella. 

By June, Brigade 166, one of western 
Libya’s strongest armed brigades, abandoned 
a months long battle with the militants on 
Sirte’s outskirts. In August, Islamic State 
cemented their grip on the city, bringing the 
last holdout district under their control, of-
ficials and residents said. 

Islamic State crushed an armed uprising in 
August in three days. It was sparked by local 
residents angered over the group’s killing of 

a young cleric who opposed the radicals. 
Militants publicly crucified several people 
who participated in the revolt and con-
fiscated homes. 

The brutality moved the internationally 
recognized government in eastern Libya to 
plead for military intervention by Arab na-
tions and a lifting of a U.N. arms embargo on 
Libya in effect since 2011. But the support 
never came. 

Unlike in Syria, the group has struggled to 
provide basic services. Gas stations are dry 
and residents are expected to smuggle in 
their own fuel—as long as it is not con-
fiscated by Islamic State. 

Hospitals have been abandoned after Is-
lamic State ordered male and female staffers 
be segregated. The ill must travel miles to 
other cities for treatment, a trip that is 
often accompanied by difficult questioning 
and searches at Islamic State checkpoints. 

‘‘No services, just punishment,’’ said Omar, 
a 33–year-old civil engineer who fled Sirte 
after taking part in the failed uprising 
against Islamic State. ‘‘Sirte has gone 
dark.’’ 

Despite the challenges, Islamic State has 
big plans for Sirte. A recent edition of their 
propaganda magazine, Dabiq, featured an 
interview with Abu Mughirah al-Qahtani, 
who was described as ‘‘the delegated leader’’ 
for Islamic State in Libya. He vowed to use 
Libya’s geographic position—and its oil re-
serves—to disrupt Europe’s security and 
economy. 

About 85% of Libya’s crude oil production 
in 2014 went to Europe, with Italy being the 
largest recipient. About half its natural gas 
production is exported to Italy. 

‘‘The control of Islamic State over this re-
gion will lead to economic breakdowns,’’ the 
leader of the Libyan operation said, ‘‘espe-
cially for Italy and the rest of the European 
states.’’ 

Mr. MCCAIN. It states: ‘‘Even as for-
eign powers step up pressure against Is-
lamic State in Syria and Iraq, the mili-
tant group has expanded in Libya and 
established a new base close to Europe 
where it can generate oil revenue and 
plot terror attacks.’’ 

Libya is an oil-rich country—a very 
oil-rich country. If you let ISIS get 
control of Libya, my friends, they will 
have unlimited sources of revenue. 

The Wall Street Journal: ‘‘Its pres-
ence there has grown over the past 
year from 200 eager fighters to a rough-
ly 5,000-strong contingent which in-
cludes administrators and financiers, 
according to estimates by Libyan intel-
ligence officials, residents and activists 
in the area.’’ 

By the way, during these debates, I 
will comment a little bit on it—that 
those who are against any intervention 
cite Libya as the case for not going in. 
Facts are a stubborn thing. The fact is, 
Muammer Qadhafi was at the gates of 
Benghazi and was going to slaughter 
thousands of people. We brought about 
his downfall and walked away. If we 
had walked away from Japan and Ger-
many after World War II, it would have 
collapsed. If we had walked away from 
Korea, where we still have 38,000 
troops, it would have collapsed. If we 
had walked away from Bosnia, it would 
have collapsed. 

I am telling you, my colleagues, we 
walked away. This President and this 
administration did not do the things 
necessary after the fall of Qadhafi to 
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build a democracy, and the people of 
Libya wanted it, and I can tell you 
that for sure because I was there. One 
of the great tragedies of the 21st cen-
tury is our failure to act in a way to 
help the Libyan people transition from 
all of those years of being under a bru-
tal leader. 

By the way, he was also responsible 
for the deaths of Americans in a bar in 
Berlin and an airliner being shot down. 
Yet we should have left him in power? 
Sure we should have. 

ISIL is operating in Lebanon, Yemen, 
and Egypt, and other radical Islamic 
groups, such as Boko Haram in Nigeria 
and al-Shabaab in Somolia, have 
pledged allegiance to ISIL. This ap-
pearance of success only enhances 
ISIL’s ability to radicalize, recruit, and 
grow. 

There has been some progress. I was 
recently in Iraq, and the operation to 
retake Sinjar was important. Iraqi 
forces, as I mentioned, have closed in 
on Ramadi for weeks. They haven’t fin-
ished the job. Our counterterrorism op-
erations are taking a lot of ISIL fight-
ers off the battlefield in Iraq and Syria. 
All of this represents tactical progress, 
and it is a testament to our civilian 
and military leaders, who are out-
standing, as well as thousands of U.S. 
troops helping to take the fight to ISIL 
every day. I would like to point out 
that significant challenges remain. 

As a direct result of President 
Obama’s decision to withdraw all U.S. 
forces from Iraq and squander hard- 
won American influence, the Iraqi Gov-
ernment is weak and beholden to Iran. 
I tell my colleagues, have no doubt 
what the dominant influence in Iraq is 
today: It is the Iranians. There was no 
more vivid example of this than when 
it was reported that Iraqi Prime Min-
ister al-Abadi turned down Secretary 
of Defense Ash Carter’s offer of new 
military assistance, including the use 
of Apache helicopters and Special Op-
erations forces to help recapture 
Ramadi. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that an article titled ‘‘Iraq De-
clines Offer of U.S. Helicopters for 
Fight Against ISIS, Pentagon Chief 
Says’’ from the New York Times be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, Dec. 16, 2015] 
IRAQ DECLINES OFFER OF U.S. HELICOPTERS 

FOR FIGHT AGAINST ISIS, PENTAGON CHIEF 
SAYS 

(By Michael R. Gordon) 
BAGHDAD.—Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 

of Iraq declined to take up the Pentagon on 
its recent offer to speed up the fight against 
Islamic State fighters in Ramadi with the 
help of American attack helicopters, offi-
cials said on Wednesday. 

‘‘The prime minister did not make any spe-
cific requests in connection with heli-
copters,’’ Defense Secretary Ashton B. Car-
ter told reporters after he met with the Iraqi 
leader here. 

Mr. Carter made it clear that Mr. Abadi 
had not ruled out the use of the Apache heli-

copters in future operations, which are ex-
pected to be especially challenging as Iraqi 
forces look toward the battle for Mosul, 
Iraq’s second-largest city, which was cap-
tured in June 2014 by the Islamic State, also 
known as ISIS or ISIL. 

Mr. Carter also insisted that neither Lt. 
Gen. Sean B. MacFarland, the American 
military commander who is leading the cam-
paign against the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria, nor the Iraqi prime minister believed 
that the Apaches were needed ‘‘right now’’ to 
win back Ramadi, the capital of Iraq’s Anbar 
Province, which is the site of protracted 
fighting between Islamic State militants and 
Iraqi ground troops. 

But Mr. Carter told Congress just a week 
ago that the United States had offered to 
have American-piloted Apaches fight with 
Iraqi forces as the Iraqi Army sought to 
complete its capture of the city. The United 
States, he noted, has also offered to deploy 
American advisers with Iraqi brigades on the 
battlefield instead of restricting them to 
bases inside Iraq, another proposal the Iraqis 
have yet to accept. 

‘‘The United States is prepared to assist 
the Iraqi Army with additional unique capa-
bilities to help them finish the job, including 
attack helicopters and accompanying advis-
ers, if circumstances dictate and if requested 
by Prime Minister Abadi,’’ Mr. Carter told 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

The meeting between the American de-
fense secretary and the Iraqi prime minister 
underscored two factors shaping the Amer-
ican-led campaign against the Islamic State 
in Iraq: the Obama administration’s reluc-
tance to significantly expand the role of 
American troops in Iraq, and the reluctance 
of Iraq’s Shiite-dominated government to ac-
cept highly visible forms of American mili-
tary support in the face of pressure from 
hard-line Shiite politicians and the Iranians. 

It also raised questions about the Obama 
administration’s plans to intensify its cam-
paign against the Islamic State militants. In 
recent weeks, the Pentagon has spoken of 
the ‘‘accelerants’’ it is planning to introduce 
to hasten the demise of the Islamic State. 
The Iraqi government, however, has yet to 
embrace two of the important 
‘‘accelerants’’—the Apaches and the deploy-
ment of American advisers in the field. 

Mr. Carter disclosed the Apache offer to 
American lawmakers after it had been con-
veyed privately to Mr. Abadi. Iraqi officials 
said the public nature of Mr. Carter’s state-
ments, which appear intended to reassure 
Congress that the Obama administration was 
stepping up its efforts against the Islamic 
State, put the prime minister, who has al-
ready been weakened by a series of bruising 
struggles with his political rivals, in a dif-
ficult spot. 

‘‘This is a very complex environment,’’ 
General MacFarland said, somewhat philo-
sophically. ‘‘It is kind of hard to inflict sup-
port on somebody.’’ 

According to United States officials, the 
Pentagon’s offer to support Iraqi forces with 
American Apaches was more qualified than 
it first appeared. Military commanders 
would have the authority to use the attack 
helicopters if Mr. Abadi agreed to their use 
and the risks of using them were judged to 
be acceptable. 

The deployment of Apaches in riskier situ-
ations would require further White House re-
view, even if Mr. Abadi approved, United 
States officials added. 

American officials also said it would take 
weeks to deploy the advisers who would ac-
company Iraqi brigades on the battlefield 
even if Mr. Abadi were to agree to their pres-
ence. 

One important measure has been accepted 
in principle by Mr. Abadi: a new American 

special operations task force, which is to 
number fewer than 100. Seeking to reassure 
the prime minister, Mr. Carter said the task 
force’s operations would require the approval 
of the Iraqi authorities. He suggested that 
some of its missions would take place near 
the Iraqi border with Syria, where they 
would receive less attention than those car-
ried out near the Iraqi capital. 

‘‘Everything we do, of course, is subject to 
the approval of the sovereign Iraqi govern-
ment,’’ Mr. Carter said at the start of his 
meeting with Mr. Abadi, which also included 
Khaled al-Obeidi, Iraq’s defense minister, 
and Lt. Gen. Taleb Shegati al-Kenani, who 
heads Iraq’s counterterrorism service. 

‘‘Our progress in Ramadi is a huge progress 
and added to it the progress in Baiji,’’ Mr. 
Abadi said in English, referring to a town 
that is the site of a strategic oil refinery in 
northern Iraq. 

American military officials have painted a 
generally positive picture of the Iraqi mili-
tary’s push to take Ramadi, but Iraqi troops 
were involved in pitched fighting on Tuesday 
as Islamic fighters counterattacked. 

The city, which is believed to be occupied 
by several hundred militants, has been sur-
rounded by about 10,000 Iraqi troops. Tens of 
thousands of civilians are believed to be 
trapped in the town, and Islamic fighters 
have shot at some who have tried to flee, ac-
cording to American officials. 

In their Tuesday counterattack, Islamic 
State militants took a bridge northwest of 
the city that spans the Euphrates, which the 
Iraqi Army had previously occupied. At the 
same time, militants sent several car bombs 
and a small group of fighters to attack the 
Anbar Operations Center, the Iraqi command 
that is overseeing the Ramadi campaign 
from north of the city. 

Both attacks were beaten back as Amer-
ican airstrikes enabled the Iraqi military to 
retake the bridge. Two Iraqi soldiers were 
killed as were several dozen Islamic State 
fighters, American officials said. By the end 
of Tuesday, both sides were back where they 
had started. It was unclear when Iraqi troops 
might break through the Islamic State’s 
belts of improvised explosive devices and 
other defenses and push into the heart of the 
city. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I met with Prime Min-
ister al-Abadi in Iraq. He is a good 
man. He knows he needs this help, but 
because of the dominating influence of 
Iran and Shia militias in Iraq, he 
turned it down anyway. 

General McFarland, one of the great-
est generals I have met—he is up there 
in the category of David Petraeus—is 
leading the fight against ISIL. He re-
acted with a very interesting comment. 
He said: ‘‘This is a very complex envi-
ronment. It is kind of hard to inflict 
support on somebody.’’ What General 
McFarland is saying is that because of 
the Iranian dominant influence, the 
Iraqis, as a body, are reluctant to ac-
cept the help they need to retake the 
second largest city in Iraq. The second 
largest city in Iraq, Mosul, is under 
ISIS control, and he knows full well 
that Apache helicopters and Special 
Operations forces could help him do 
that. But who is telling him not to? 
The Iranians. 

When I was there, we met with the 
Prime Minister of Iraq, Mr. al-Abadi, 
and he said: If you Americans come and 
you lose one pilot or one plane, you 
will leave. That was the opinion of the 
Prime Minister of Iraq, and one of the 
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reasons—along with the Iranian influ-
ence—is because there is no trust or 
confidence of the United States in Iraq 
or in the region. 

It comes as no surprise that the 
training of Iraqi security forces has 
been slow. The building of support for 
the Sunni tribal forces has been even 
slower. ISIL captured Mosul in June of 
2014, and at the end of 2015, ISIL still 
controls the second largest city in Iraq. 
How do you think the families of those 
brave Americans who have sacrificed 
themselves and those individuals who 
are still at Walter Reed feel after the 
sacrifices they made and the victories 
they won? Now, of course, we see all of 
that is gone—just a glimmering— 
thanks to the President of the United 
States withdrawing all of our troops in 
the mistaken belief that if you pull out 
of wars, wars end. They don’t end. It is 
hard to talk to the Gold Star Mothers. 

Meanwhile, the Financial Times re-
ports that ISIL is still making $1.5 mil-
lion a day in oil sales. Worse, Reuters 
reports that ISIL has made more than 
$500 million trading oil, with signifi-
cant volumes sold to—guess who. Guess 
who ISIL is selling oil to. The govern-
ment of Syrian President Bashar al- 
Assad. It is hard to make some of this 
stuff up, and it gets a little com-
plicated. 

We are now making nice—and I will 
talk a little bit more about it later— 
with Bashar al-Assad and their stew-
ards, the Russians and the Iranians. 
Meanwhile, Bashar al-Assad is buying 
oil from—at least $1.5 million a day— 
from ISIL. 

Even as an Oval Office speech and a 
Pentagon photo op failed to reassure 
the American people, this administra-
tion has doubled down on its indecisive 
approach to ISIL, using limited means 
and indirect ways to achieve aspira-
tional ends on a nonexistent timeline. 
The administration now admits we are 
at war with ISIL—wonderful—but pro-
ceeds at every turn to minimize any 
American role in fighting and winning 
that war. America has never waged 
anything we have called to war and 
then so profoundly limited our role in 
the hope that some other force will 
emerge to win it for us. The adminis-
tration says we cannot ‘‘Americanize’’ 
the conflict. 

I also want to point out that the 
President has a unique and really dis-
honest approach to those of us who 
have said for a long time that we have 
to have more involvement and pre-
dicted what would happen. Unfortu-
nately, we have been wrong by saying, 
yes, the ‘‘popoffs’’—as he called us in a 
speech from the Philippines—want to 
send hundreds of thousands of troops. 
That is a total falsehood. I will repeat 
again what we have been asking for for 
years, and that is another 5,000 or so 
Americans on the ground in Iraq and a 
multinational force led by the Sunni 
Arab countries with European partici-
pation—I would hope that people like 
the French would join in a—about 
10,000 of 100,000-person force to go to 

Raqqa and take them out. As long as 
Raqqa exists, they will be able to ex-
port this evil throughout the world, in-
cluding to the United States of Amer-
ica. There is no plan by this adminis-
tration to retake Raqqa. There is no 
strategy, and that is, indeed, shameful. 

The war against ISIL was American-
ized when ISIL inspired terrorists who 
murdered 14 Americans on our own soil 
in San Bernardino. This attack should 
be a wake-up call and we need a strat-
egy, as I mentioned. In Syria, there is 
no plausible strategy to achieve this 
goal on anywhere near an acceptable 
time line. We were briefed that it 
would be a year before they retake 
Mosul. There is no time limit on how 
they could even approach regaining 
Raqqa. There is no ground force that is 
both willing and able to retake Raqqa, 
nor is there a realistic prospect of one 
emerging anytime soon. The Syrian 
Kurds could take Raqqa but won’t, and 
the Syrian Sunni Arabs want to but 
can’t, partly due to our failure to sup-
port them. 

Meanwhile, the administration has 
continued its inaction and indifference 
and has allowed Bashar al-Assad to 
slaughter a quarter of a million people. 
Have no doubt who is responsible for 
these millions of refugees; his name is 
Bashar al-Assad, the godfather of ISIS. 
He is the one who has barrel-bombed 
thousands and thousands of his people. 
Bashar al-Assad used poison gas and 
crossed the redline, we might recall. It 
is Bashar al-Assad who continues the 
butcher of his own people. 

I will get to what Secretary Kerry 
has had to say in a minute. 

The administration continues its pol-
icy of inaction and indifference. It has 
allowed Vladimir Putin to intervene 
militarily and protect this murderous 
regime. 

My friends, the last time the Rus-
sians had influence in the region was 
when Anwar Sadat threw them out in 
1973. Now they are back. Now they are 
major players in the Middle East. This 
is the headline from the Associated 
Press yesterday: ‘‘Russian Airstrikes 
Restore Syrian Military Balance of 
Power.’’ The airstrikes of the Russians 
have taken out significant capabilities 
of the moderate resistance—not ISIS 
but the moderates whom we had 
trained and equipped and we refused to 
protect. 

I quote from the Associated Press 
story, ‘‘Russian Air Strikes Restore 
Syrian Military Balance of Power.’’ 

Weeks of Russian airstrikes in Syria ap-
pear to have restored enough momentum to 
the government side to convince President 
Bashar Assad’s foes and the world commu-
nity that even if he doesn’t win the war he 
cannot quickly be removed by force. That re-
alization combined with the growing sense 
that the world’s No. 1 priority is the destruc-
tion of the Islamic State group, has led 
many to acknowledge that however 
unpalatable his conduct of the war, Assad 
will have to be tolerated for at least some-
time further. 

Let’s get this straight. Assad will be 
tolerated to continue to barrel bomb 

and slaughter innocent people. ‘‘How-
ever unpalatable his conduct of the 
war. . . . ’’ This kind of Orwellian un-
derstatement not only obscures the 
truth, but it cripples the conscience. 
My friends, it cripples the conscience. 

Bashar Assad’s conduct of the war, 
the barrel bombs, chemical weapons, 
slaughtering women and children, not 
only killed one-quarter of a million 
people, it is what gave rise to ISIL to 
start with, and it is what fuels them 
still. 

Secretary Kerry seems not to under-
stand that fact. While in Moscow 
searching for ‘‘common ground’’ with 
Russia on Syria and Ukraine, Sec-
retary Kerry said—and I am not mak-
ing this up; I am telling my colleagues, 
I am not making this up—‘‘Russia has 
been a significant contributor to the 
progress’’ the world has made on Syria. 

Was Russia making progress when it 
bombed U.S.-backed Syrian forces 
fighting the Assad regime or was that 
when it took a brief pause from bomb-
ing Syrian moderates to indiscrimi-
nately drop dumb bombs in ISIL’s ter-
ritory in eastern Syria, killing untold 
numbers of civilians? Is that the Rus-
sian ‘‘significant’’ contributions? 

Secretary Kerry then said: ‘‘The 
United States and our partners are not 
seeking so-called regime change.’’ The 
focus now is ‘‘not on our differences 
about what can or cannot be done im-
mediately about Assad’’—i.e., Dear Mr. 
Assad, here is a blank check. Here is 
your card. Do whatever you want to. 
Do whatever you want to. Continue 
your barrel bombing, continue your 
torture, and continue the war crimes 
that you have committed. You have 
only killed 250,000 of your own people. 
Drive some more into exile and murder 
more. 

At the beginning of this year, this 
administration still believed that 
Assad must go, but now, as one official 
said, ‘‘the meaning of ‘Assad has to go’ 
has evolved.’’ 

I repeat, the administration official 
said ‘‘the meaning of ‘Assad has to go’ 
has evolved.’’ This kind of Orwellian 
double-speak has become all too com-
mon in the administration and is ex-
actly why our allies and partners 
around the world are losing confidence 
in American leadership. 

A very seminal event happened the 
day before yesterday, my friends, that 
will be the best indicator of what I am 
saying. Thirty-four Muslim nations 
formed an alliance to fight terrorism; 
i.e., ISIL, and the United States of 
America didn’t even know about it. 
They didn’t even tell the United States 
of America that they were forming 
their own organization with their own 
strategy, their own tactics, to fight 
against ISIS? My friends, that is an in-
credible statement about the total loss 
of American influence and prestige in 
the region. 

I have had more than one leader in 
the Middle East tell me: ‘‘Sometimes 
we think that it is better to be Amer-
ica’s enemy than its friend.’’ 
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So why has the meaning of ‘‘Assad 

has to go’’ evolved? Because this ad-
ministration was overpowered, out-
played, and outmatched. This adminis-
tration consoled themselves with the 
mantra of ‘‘there is no military solu-
tion’’ rather than facing the reality 
that there is a clear military dimen-
sion to a political solution in Syria. 
That is what Russia and Iran have 
demonstrated. They have changed the 
military faction on the ground and cre-
ated the terms for a political settle-
ment much more favorable to their in-
terests. I believe as a result the con-
flict will grind on, ISIS will grow 
stronger, and the refugees will keep 
coming. 

Unfortunately, America’s troubles in 
2015 were not contained in Iraq and 
Syria. Despite conditions on the 
ground, President Obama elected to 
withdraw roughly half of the U.S. 
forces from Afghanistan by the end of 
next year. 

Do you know the President of the 
United States, even when he announces 
a buildup, announces a withdrawal. So 
he sends the message to any potential 
enemy or any enemy we are engaged 
with: We are going to build up now, but 
don’t worry, we are going to pull out. 
We will withdraw. 

So what happens? Here we are. The 
Pentagon says violence is on the rise in 
Afghanistan. The AP report says ‘‘Vio-
lence in Afghanistan is on the rise, ac-
cording to a new Pentagon report to 
Congress that says the Taliban was 
emboldened by the reduced U.S. mili-
tary role and can be expected to build 
momentum from their 2015 attack 
strategy.’’ 

It is inevitable, I say to my col-
leagues, there will be greater violence 
in Afghanistan, an increase in Taliban 
activity, and—I am sorry to say—ISIS, 
who is already establishing a foothold 
there, will increase their presence. 
Meanwhile, the Iranians, in their at-
tempt at hegemony, will provide weap-
ons to the Taliban. 

This Senator will save the rest of my 
comments about what is going on with 
the Iran nuclear deal, about what the 
Iranians have already violated, and 
what continues with the Russian occu-
pation of Ukraine. 

Our much respected leader in Europe, 
General Breedlove, has said that he ex-
pects increased military activity by 
Vladimir Putin in eastern Ukraine. He 
still has the ambition of establishing a 
land bridge all the way across eastern 
Ukraine to Crimea so he doesn’t have 
to continue to supply by air and sea. 
We seem to have forgotten that over 
8,000 people have died since Russia’s in-
vasion, including 298 innocent people 
aboard Malaysia’s Flight 17, murdered 
by Vladimir Putin’s loyal supporters 
with weapons that were sent to 
Ukraine by Putin—not to mention the 
murder of Boris Nemtsov, one of the 
great leaders of the opposition, in the 
shadow of the Kremlin. The desta-
bilization continues, even in countries 
as far away as Sweden. I will not go 

into that because the Defense author-
ization bill calls for the provision of 
defensive weapons to Ukraine. 

One of the more shameful chapters— 
although they have written more 
shameful chapters—but one that is 
really shameful is our failure to pro-
vide defensive weapons to Ukraine. 
There are Russian-supplied tanks in 
eastern Ukraine. All of us have seen 
the pictures of them. They have 
slaughtered many Ukrainians, and we 
refuse to give the Javelin, the most ef-
fective anti-tank weapon we have, to 
Ukrainians. It is beyond shameful. 

So I will not talk about China, which 
has reclaimed 400 acres earlier and now 
has reclaimed more than 3,000 acres in 
the South China Sea, and our one foray 
within the 12-mile limit, the Secretary 
of Defense failed to acknowledge before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

So, my colleagues, we depart on this 
holiday season, hopefully sooner rather 
than later, with a world in turmoil, 
with a world that because of a failure 
of American leadership now poses di-
rect threats, as we just found in San 
Bernardino, to the United States of 
America. 

We saw too many dark days in 2015. 
It didn’t have to be this way. It is still 
within our power to choose better 
courses. We must never be disheartened 
or resigned to a world where suffering 
and evil are always on the ascent. On 
the contrary, it is in our character as 
Americans to face adversity with hope 
and optimism. We must see plainly and 
fully the threats to our values in order 
to defeat them. 

As Churchill said, we recover our 
‘‘moral health and martial vigor, we 
rise again and take our stand for free-
dom.’’ 

I have no doubt America can succeed 
and will succeed. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
f 

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
RELEASE OF ALAN GROSS 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, today 
is an important day for two reasons. 
One, it is a sad day because it was just 
a few years ago today when a dear 
friend, Senator Dan Inouye, died—one 
of my closest friends and former Presi-
dent pro tempore and senior Member of 
this body. 

It is also a good day because it marks 
one year since the release of Alan 
Gross from a Cuban prison where he 
had spent 5 years. During that time he 
lost more than 100 pounds, he lost five 
teeth, his mother died, his mother-in- 
law died, his brother-in-law died, and 
he missed his daughter’s wedding. 

I worked for years to help obtain 
Alan Gross’s release and the return of 
the remaining members of the so-called 
Cuban Five, who had served more than 
15 years in U.S. prisons. Scott Gilbert, 
Alan Gross’s lawyer, did an out-
standing job, traveling countless times 
to Cuba. He skillfully advocated on 

Alan’s behalf with Cuban and U.S. offi-
cials. My foreign policy adviser, Tim 
Rieser, went down several times to 
boost Alan Gross’s morale, visiting him 
in prison and bringing him messages. 

My larger purpose, like my good 
friend from Arizona Senator FLAKE, 
who has been a real partner in this, was 
to finally put the Cold War behind us 
and to start looking forward to a new 
era. 

Like Senator FLAKE and many oth-
ers, I was convinced that such a step 
would be widely embraced by the U.S. 
business community, by religious 
groups, by academia, the scientific 
community, the media, and Americans 
across the political spectrum. I also 
knew it would be welcomed around the 
world, including in countries where 
people believe in democracy and 
human rights as strongly as we do. 

I remember when an ambassador 
from a South American country came 
up to my wife Marcelle, saying: We 
have always respected the United 
States but also we respected Cuba, and 
your relationship with Cuba was like a 
stone in our shoe. Now, by restoring re-
lations with Cuba, you have removed 
the stone from our shoe. 

He, like so many others, recognized 
that Alan Gross’s release ushered in a 
new day in United States-Cuba rela-
tions. I will never forget on August 14, 
standing there when our flag was 
raised at the U.S. Embassy in Havana, 
listening to our national anthem 
played, and I heard Cubans standing 
just outside the gates of the Embassy 
cheering when the American flag went 
up. It was a deeply moving experience 
to be there on a swelteringly hot day. 

We had 54 years of a failed, punitive 
policy that achieved none of its objec-
tives. President Obama and President 
Raul Castro wisely decided it was time 
to chart a new path. 

The reaction of the people of the 
United States and Cuba has been over-
whelmingly positive. Even some of 
Cuba’s most vocal critics of the Castro 
government have welcomed this new 
opening. 

Which brings me back to Alan Gross. 
He had every reason to be a bitter de-
fender of U.S. sanctions, but instead he 
strongly supported the new policy of 
engagement. He has never expressed 
anything but warmth and admiration 
for the Cuban people. 

Contrast that with the small handful 
of Members of Congress who continue 
to defend a discredited policy of isola-
tion that has been repudiated by large 
majorities of their own constituents, 
denounced by every other government 
in the hemisphere, and which even they 
acknowledge it has not succeeded. 
Their answer is to keep it in place, 
even opposing efforts by the State De-
partment to improve security and 
staffing at the U.S. Embassy in Ha-
vana, to which the Cuban Government 
has agreed. 

I ask that you to look at this photo-
graph of Alan Gross and his wife. I took 
this just minutes after he was told he 
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was going home. Senator FLAKE, Con-
gressman VAN HOLLEN, and I were 
there to pick him up. This is not the 
face of a bitter man. When I took this 
picture, I thought as I pressed the shut-
ter that this is the face of a man who 
knows we can have different days. 

I am not so naive to think that rees-
tablishing diplomatic relations with 
Cuba is going to result in the rapid 
transformation of Cuba into a democ-
racy. Cuba’s leaders are steadfast be-
lievers in a repressive political system 
that has enabled them to hold power 
unchallenged for more than half a cen-
tury. Their economic policies have 
been a disaster, resulting in daily hard-
ships for the Cuban people. You can see 
it whenever you travel to Cuba. While 
the Cuban Government blames its eco-
nomic problems on the U.S. embargo, 
no one seriously believes that, al-
though it is undeniable that the embar-
go has exacerbated the hardships. 

It is also undeniable that support for 
the embargo in the United States, from 
the business community to the human 
rights community, has evaporated. I 
wonder how many Members of Congress 
know that in the past 5 years the Gov-
ernment of Cuba, while blaming us for 
the embargo, has imported more than 
$1 billion in U.S. agriculture and med-
ical products. American exports mean 
American jobs. 

There would be a lot more exports if 
we got rid of the embargo. Right now it 
is punishing American workers, as well 
as Cubans. 

Why are we also punishing half a mil-
lion Cuban entrepreneurs who already 
work in the private sector and are no 
longer dependent on the government? 
Why not support the private sector in 
Cuba as we do everywhere else in the 
world? Why not open the United States 
to the emerging Cuban market? 

I think it is past time to replace vin-
dictiveness and personal family griev-
ances with what is best for the Amer-
ican people. 

I have condemned the Cuban Govern-
ment’s arrest and imprisonment, after 
unfair trials, of individuals that have 
done nothing more than peacefully pro-
test against the government’s repres-
sive policies. At least two of them were 
among the 53 who were released as part 
of our agreement a year ago. Eleven 
others released earlier still cannot 
travel freely. 

But Cuba’s leaders cannot stop the 
tide of history any more than any of us 
can. The majority of Cubans were not 
even born at the time of the 1959 revo-
lution. They have very different prior-
ities and aspirations than those who 
overthrew Batista’s corrupt, abusive 
regime. Cuba is changing in ways that 
will mean more freedom and more en-
gagement in the world, and more eco-
nomic opportunities. 

During the past 12 months, the 
Obama administration has taken his-
toric steps to implement the new pol-
icy. After so many decades, when U.S.- 
Cuba relations were frozen, the 
progress in the last year has been 

breathtaking. Talks are underway be-
tween both governments on a wide 
range of issues, including one wrapping 
up last night on resuming direct mail 
and air service, but also on law en-
forcement cooperation and property 
claims. 

Senator FLAKE, who has been such a 
leader on this—he and I have intro-
duced legislation, cosponsored by 45 
other Democrats and Republicans, to 
end restrictions on travel by Ameri-
cans to Cuba. Those restrictions don’t 
exist for travel to any other country, 
including North Korea and Iran. If our 
bill were called up for a vote, and if we 
listened to the American people, it 
would pass easily. 

This year the Senate Appropriations 
Committee passed, with bipartisan ma-
jorities, a similar travel amendment by 
Senator MORAN and me and two other 
amendments to facilitate U.S. agri-
culture exports and shipping to and 
from Cuba. 

In contrast, the House of Representa-
tives adopted half a dozen provisions 
offered by just one Member that would 
turn back the clock. 

I have no doubt that the path begun 
by President Obama and President 
Raul Castro is the right one for the 
people of both countries, and that the 
dwindling few who continue to try to 
stand in its way will fail. 

History is not on their side. Rather 
than continue to cling to a policy that 
was misguided from its inception and 
that did nothing to help the Cuban peo-
ple, they should respect the will of 
their constituents and the Cubans on 
whose behalf they erroneously claim to 
speak. 

It was only 12 months ago that Sen-
ator FLAKE and I walked up the gang-
plank onto the President’s plane with 
Alan and Judy Gross. I took many pho-
tographs that day, and our son-in-law, 
Lawrence Jackson, one of the Presi-
dent’s photographers, was also there 
recording it for posterity. 

Look at how much has been accom-
plished in those 12 months for the ben-
efit of the people of Cuba and the 
United States. It has done more for the 
reputation of the United States and its 
influence in this hemisphere than has 
been done in the past half century. 

I ask unanimous consent that a chro-
nology of those accomplishments pre-
pared by the Engage Cuba coalition be 
printed in the RECORD at the conclu-
sion of my remarks. 

I hope that before another year 
passes the Congress will finally recog-
nize that it too has a responsibility to 
respect the will of the people, to end 
the embargo and to stop interfering 
with the right of Americans to travel. 
And that exposing the Cuban people to 
our ideas, our principles, and our prod-
ucts is the best policy for the future. 

I see my dear friend, the Senator 
from Arizona, on the floor. 

I yield the floor. 
There being no objection, the mate-

rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

A LOOK BACK AT THE FIRST YEAR OF THE U.S.- 
CUBA RELATIONSHIP 

DECEMBER 17, 2014–PRESENT 
KEY ACTIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

December 17, 2014: President Obama moves 
to normalize relations with Cuba. 

Decision follows 18 months of secret nego-
tiations between U.S. and Cuba and the re-
lease of American aid contractor Alan Gross. 

Announcement of plans over the coming 
months to ease travel and financial restric-
tions on Cuba. 

Paves the way for U.S.-Cuba to restore dip-
lomatic ties, reopen embassies, and poten-
tially lift the embargo. 

January 16, 2015: Departments of Com-
merce and Treasury announce regulatory 
changes to Cuba sanctions. 

The amendments implement the changes 
President Obama announced on December 17, 
2014. 

March 31, 2015: U.S. and Cuba hold first for-
mal talks on human rights. 

April 8, 2015: A public opinion poll of Cu-
bans on the island is released; shows that an 
overwhelming majority of Cubans support an 
end to the embargo. 

Nearly all Cubans (97 percent of those 
polled) believe normalization of the relation-
ship between Cuba and the United States is 
good for Cuba. 

April 11, 2015: Presidents Obama and Castro 
meet at the Summit of the Americas in Pan-
ama. 

Marks the first time the two nations’ top 
leaders have sat down for substantive talks 
in more than 50 years. Both presidents agree 
it is time to end the embargo. 

The inclusion of Cuba in the Summit of the 
Americas comes after Latin American coun-
tries pressured the United States to allow 
Cuba to participate. 

April 20, 2015: Governor Andrew Cuomo 
leads delegation to Cuba. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo leads a delega-
tion of New York business owners and politi-
cians to Havana. 

His visit marks the first time a U.S. gov-
ernor has travelled to the island since the 
U.S. and Cuba normalized relations. 

The trip includes officials from JetBlue 
Airways, the Plattsburgh International Air-
port, Pfizer, MasterCard, and the founder of 
Chobani. 

The trip leads to an agreement between 
Cuba’s Center for Molecular Immunology 
and Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buf-
falo, New York to import a lung cancer vac-
cine and begin clinical trials in the United 
States. 

May 4, 2015: New Cuba PAC launches. 
New Cuba PAC pledges to donate to polit-

ical candidates who support favorable policy 
toward ending the Cuban embargo. 

May 29, 2015: United States removes Cuba 
from state terror sponsors list. 

President Obama informs Congress of his 
decision in mid-April; Congress has a 45-day 
review period. 

Some congressional Republicans oppose 
the move; however, they do not make any ef-
fort to block the decision. 

Cuba had been on the list since 1982. Being 
listed subjects a country to U.S. restrictions 
on such things as foreign aid and defense 
sales. 

June 18, 2015: Cuba expands Wi-Fi access 
across the island. 

35 Wi-Fi hotspots are created. 
Previously, Wi-Fi was only available at 

tourist hotels at hourly prices that would 
amount to nearly a quarter of the average 
monthly salary for Cubans. 

July 2015: United States restores diplo-
matic ties with Cuba. 

On July 1, President Obama announces 
that the U.S. and Cuba would reopen their 
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embassies nearly 55 years since they first 
closed. 

On July 20, diplomatic relations are offi-
cially re-established; Cuban embassy holds 
flag-raising ceremony in Washington. En-
gage Cuba hosts private dinner between 
Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodrı́guez- 
Parrilla and American business leaders. 

On July 22, Engage Cuba hosts a briefing at 
the White House for the Cuban-American 
community about U.S.-Cuba relations. 

July 23, 2015: Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee approves three amendments favorable 
to lifting sanctions on Cuba. 

The amendments would end restrictions on 
travel to Cuba, allow private financing for 
agricultural sales to Cuba, and lift restric-
tions on ships docking at Cuban ports. 

August 14, 2015: Secretary of State John 
Kerry presides over the flag-raising cere-
mony at American embassy in Havana. 

Sec. Kerry’s visit marks the first time in 
70 years that a U.S. Secretary of State has 
visited Cuba. 

August 2015–October 2015: American airline 
companies announce new flights to Cuba. 

American Airlines and Cuba Travel Serv-
ices announce a new charter service pro-
viding nonstop service from Los Angeles to 
Havana. American Airlines also begins offer-
ing a once-weekly flight from Miami to Ha-
vana in partnership with Cuban travel serv-
ices. 

JetBlue announces the addition of a second 
charter flight from JFK to Havana. 

Delta establishes charter flights from At-
lanta to Havana, set to start April 2, 2016. 

September 8, 2015: Leading Republican 
presidential candidate Donald Trump comes 
out in support of diplomatic reengagement 
with Cuba. 

Trump’s stance means that for the first 
time in over a half-century, the leading pres-
idential candidates from both parties sup-
port normalization; Hillary Clinton had stat-
ed her support a year prior. 

September 18, 2015: Obama administration 
further eases travel and business restrictions 
against Cuba. 

The announcement expands telecommuni-
cation opportunities in Cuba and allows cer-
tain American businesses to establish offices 
and bank accounts on the island. 

Cuban businesses and residents are now 
able to set up offices and bank accounts in 
the United States. 

However, significant barriers to open trade 
and travel still exist with Congress’ refusal 
to lift the embargo. 

September 19, 2015: Pope Francis arrives in 
Cuba. 

The Pope visits Cuba before coming to the 
United States. During his visit, he lauds the 
normalization process between the two coun-
tries. 

September 2015–November 2015: Tele-
communications contracts begin to be signed 
on the island. 

Verizon begins to offer voice and data 
roaming in Cuba through a third party. 

Sprint signs an interconnection agreement 
with Cuba’s state telecoms monopoly Etecsa. 

September 28, 2015: Governor Asa Hutch-
inson leads Arkansas delegation to Cuba. 

Governor Asa Hutchinson asks Congress to 
lift restrictions that prevent U.S. food com-
panies from selling to Cuba on credit. 

The measure, led by Senator John Booz-
man (R–AR), was approved by the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee in July but has yet 
to receive a floor vote in the Senate and 
House. 

In 2000, the U.S. authorized cash-only agri-
cultural exports to Cuba, which brought $30 
million in sales to Arkansas annually. Since 
Cuba prefers to buy on credit, sales have fall-
en. 

September 29, 2015: Presidents Obama and 
Castro meet on the sidelines of the United 
Nations General Assembly. 

For the first time in more than 60 years, a 
U.S. president meets with a Cuban president 
on U.S. soil. 

October 6, 2015: Secretary of Commerce 
Pritzker makes official trip to Cuba. 

Sec. Penny Pritzker becomes the second 
U.S. cabinet official to visit the island since 
Fidel Castro’s 1959 revolution. 

Sec. Pritzker meets with the country’s 
ministers of foreign affairs and foreign in-
vestment. 

Sec. Pritzker tours Mariel, the site of a $1 
billion investment to create a major ship-
ping hub in Cuba. 

October 14, 2015: Nine state governors sign 
onto bipartisan letter supporting end to 
Cuban embargo. 

The governors of Alabama, California, 
Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, Pennsylvania, 
Vermont, Virginia and Washington write let-
ter to Congressional leadership highlighting 
the harm that the embargo has done to 
American agriculture exports. 

October 25, 2015: North Dakota Agriculture 
Commissioner Doug Goehring leads North 
Dakota agriculture delegation to Cuba. 

North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner 
Doug Goehring leads a delegation of rep-
resentatives from commodity, agricultural, 
and commerce organizations to the island. 

Full list of participants: North Dakota De-
partment of Agriculture; Bank of North Da-
kota; Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.; Great 
Northern Ag; Northarvest Bean Growers As-
sociation; North Dakota Grain Growers As-
sociation; North Dakota Mill & Elevator; 
North Dakota Trade Office; North Dakota 
Wheat Commission; and Red River Farm 
Network. 

November 2, 2015: Cuba hosts annual inter-
national trade fair. 

It is estimated that 50 U.S. companies at-
tend the fair, more than ever before. 

Cuba signs first-ever roaming agreement 
with U.S. telecom company Sprint Corp. 

November 17, 2015: Engage Cuba partners 
with the Atlantic Council to release a poll 
from America’s ‘‘Heartland’’ voters profiling 
their opinions on Cuba. 

The poll’s findings show bipartisan support 
in ‘‘Heartland’’ states—Iowa, Ohio, Indiana, 
and Tennessee—for restoring diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba, lifting the travel ban and 
ending the embargo. 

November 18, 2015: U.S. and Cuba sign his-
toric environmental pact. 

The agreement marks the first accord be-
tween the two countries since the announce-
ment that they would be normalizing diplo-
matic relations. 

The accord will protect nearby fish and 
marine life living off the coasts of both coun-
tries and allow U.S. and Cuban scientists to 
collaborate on research. 

Cuba’s marine ecosystem is considered one 
of the best preserved and most diverse in the 
world. 

November 19, 2015: Debit cards become 
available for use in Cuba. 

MasterCard and Stonegate Bank (based in 
Ft. Lauderdale) announce that their cards 
are now active for use in hotels, restaurants 
and other stores in Cuba. 

They become the first financial institu-
tions to take advantage of new business 
openings with Cuba. 

Americans travelling to Cuba will be able 
to use these cards at 10,000 merchants that 
accept the cards. 

ATM transactions will be available in 2016. 
November 29, 2015: Governor Greg Abbott 

leads Texas delegation to Cuba. 
Governor Greg Abbott leads a delegation of 

Texas agriculture and port officials and local 
businesses to Cuba. 

While in Cuba, the delegation meets with 
the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Invest-
ment, the Port of Mariel, the Chamber of 

Commerce and two Cuban entities, Alimport 
and Cimex. 

Texas-Cuba trade relations have decreased 
over the years due to restrictions and regula-
tions. If full trade were allowed, Texas could 
see an economic impact of $43 billion. 

December 7, 2015: Engage Cuba launches 
Tennessee State Council. 

The 16-person council includes representa-
tives from a range of industries, including 
agriculture, academia, manufacturing, busi-
ness, and the arts. 

December 8, 2015: U.S. and Cuba hold the 
first round of discussions on mutual property 
claims. 

The two governments begin negotiations 
over U.S. individuals’ and companies’ prop-
erties that were seized after the 1959 revolu-
tion; Cuba also presents counterclaims of 
economic damages stemming from the em-
bargo. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona. 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam President, I 
want to first pay tribute to Senator 
LEAHY for the long path to getting here 
with Cuba, for all of the work that he 
has done, and to his capable staff, in-
cluding Tim Rieser and people on my 
staff, including Chandler Morse and 
others, who have worked on this issue 
for so long. I have appreciated working 
with Senator LEAHY on this issue. 

It was 1 year ago today, as Senator 
LEAHY mentioned, that we had received 
a call just a few days prior, asking if 
we would participate in a quick mis-
sion down to Cuba, but we had to keep 
quiet about it for a few days, which 
was a bit difficult. One year ago today, 
we got on the President’s plane, as 
Senator LEAHY mentioned, and went 
down and picked up Alan Gross. It was 
wonderful to have Alan’s wife Judy on 
the plane with us. What a joyous occa-
sion that was to see that reunion there 
in Cuba and then to climb on the plane. 

As we climbed away from Cuba, I will 
never forget that about 20 minutes into 
the flight, the pilot came on and said 
that we had now entered U.S. airspace. 
Alan Gross stood up, threw his arms in 
the air, and then breathed deeply. Then 
he said, ‘‘Now I finally know I am 
free.’’ 

Then we watched on the news on the 
plane as the announcement came that 
we would be changing our policy, that 
we would be seeking full diplomatic re-
lations, and that many of the policies 
of the past would go away. 

It has been a wonderful year to see 
some of that happen. One of my best 
moments—favorite moments—in Con-
gress was going down with Senator 
LEAHY again and watching the Amer-
ican flag being raised over the U.S. 
Embassy in Havana after 54 long years, 
to have those marines there, the same 
three marines who had lowered the flag 
in 1961 and who returned to Cuba to 
help raise the flag back up. What a 
wonderful symbol. What a wonderful 
thing about a new policy and a new 
way forward with Cuba. 

It is significant to note, as Senator 
LEAHY mentioned, that after spending 5 
years in prison in Cuba, Alan Gross 
came out of prison without bitterness. 
From that time forward, he has pro-
moted meeting with colleagues of ours 
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and telling anybody who will listen 
that this way forward is the right way 
forward on Cuba; that we should 
change our policies; that we ought to 
have closer cooperation and diplomatic 
relations; and that the problems that 
Cuba has are the problems of the Cuban 
Government, not the Cuban people. 

I want to pay tribute to Alan Gross 
for that. He continues to work till this 
day for better relations between Cuba 
and the United States. That is a sig-
nificant thing. When Senator TOM 
UDALL and I visited Alan Gross in pris-
on in November of last year, just 1 
month prior to his release, he was in a 
bad way. He had lost a lot of weight. He 
had lost some of his teeth. It was a 
tough time to be in prison. Being there 
for 5 years, he missed many events at 
home with his family. 

I cannot imagine coming out of that 
experience and still feeling the compas-
sion that he has for the Cuban people. 
Just last night it was announced that 
the U.S. and Cuba have agreed to enter 
into a bilateral agreement on flights to 
allow airlines from America, U.S. car-
riers to fly to Cuba. Instead of just 
charter flights, we will now have di-
rectly scheduled flights. That will 
allow Americans to travel to Cuba easi-
er and more inexpensively. 

I would encourage all Americans who 
can find themselves in 1 of the 12 cat-
egories for travel to do so. There are a 
group of Cubans who came to the 
United States a while ago. They were 
asked: What can America do for you? 
These were Cuban entrepreneurs who 
are looking to change the system in 
Cuba. 

They said: Visit Cuba. Come see us. 
Come to our private restaurants. Stay 
in our homes. Spend money in Cuba 
that we have access to. I should note 
that those who oppose a new policy— 
the new policy that we have with 
Cuba—often say that if you travel to 
Cuba, every dime that you spend goes 
right to the Cuban Government. That 
is not the case. 

In Cuba right now, you can stay at a 
bed and breakfast. In fact, Airbnb has 
2,500 listings in Cuba. You can stay at 
an Airbnb. The bulk of that money, 
most of that goes to those Cubans who 
are hosting you, not the Cuban Govern-
ment. You can eat at a private res-
taurant where those who prepare the 
meal, serve the meal, and cook the 
meals will see the bulk of that money 
to them. 

In fact, about 20 percent of the Cuban 
workforce is now outside of the Cuban 
Government. So, when Americans trav-
el to Cuba, Cubans benefit. So I would 
encourage my colleagues and others to 
take the opportunity to go down to 
Cuba and travel. The policy that we 
had for 54 years in Cuba failed to 
produce the results that we want to 
see. We want to see a democratic Cuba 
that respects human rights. 

The Cuban Government still has a 
long way to go, but I truly believe that 
the best way forward, the best way to 
make progress on those areas that we 

still need to make progress on, is with 
full diplomatic relations. Hopefully, we 
soon will have an Ambassador in Cuba 
who is the Ambassador. Our diplomatic 
team, led by Jeff DeLaurentis, does a 
great job in Cuba, but we ought to have 
a U.S. Ambassador there. 

Americans traveling to Cuba doing 
legal business in Cuba ought to have 
the same protections they have any-
where else in the world. We need good 
representation, full representation, in 
countries that are not friendly to us 
more than we need it in countries that 
are friendly to us. So I would encour-
age the Obama administration to move 
forward on those and other areas as 
well. 

There are still some measures the 
Obama administration can take that 
will improve the lives of Cubans and 
make it more likely that we can make 
progress in these other areas. Having 
said that, let me just say—you often 
don’t hear it from this side of the 
aisle—but I want to praise and applaud 
this President, President Obama, for 
taking the measures that he has taken 
on Cuba. It took guts to do so. 

There is still opposition to the posi-
tions that he has taken, but he has 
taken a position that helps the Cuban 
people, and it helps Americans. It is 
good for our national interests. It is 
good for our security interests. 

With that, I want to thank again the 
Senator from Vermont for the work 
that he has done on this issue. It has 
been a pleasure working with him. This 
past year has been a great year in 
terms of U.S.-Cuba relations. Here is to 
an even better year ahead. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 2029 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate receives a message from the 
House to accompany H.R. 2029, the ma-
jority leader be recognized to make a 
motion to concur in the House amend-
ments; further, that if a cloture motion 
is filed on that motion, that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate imme-
diately vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture; that if cloture is invoked, all 
postcloture time be yielded back, the 
majority leader or his designee be rec-
ognized to make a motion to table the 
first House amendment; that following 
the disposition of that motion and if a 
budget point of order is raised, the ma-
jority leader or his designee be recog-
nized to make a motion to waive the 
point of order and that following dis-
position of that motion, the Senate 
then vote on the motion to concur in 
the House amendments with no further 
motions or amendments in order unless 
the motion to table is successful or the 
budget point of order is sustained, and 
with 2 minutes of debate equally di-
vided in the usual form prior to each 
vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. REID. No objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SASSE). The Senator from Maine. 
f 

PROTECTING AMERICANS FROM 
TAX HIKES ACT 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, tomor-
row the Senate will vote on the Pro-
tecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act 
of 2015, which will provide needed tax 
certainty and predictability for our Na-
tion’s small businesses, enabling them 
to create more jobs and boost our econ-
omy. 

Several months ago, on April 30, I 
was joined by my friend and colleague 
from Pennsylvania, Senator CASEY, in 
introducing the Small Business Tax 
Certainty and Growth Act of 2015. Our 
bill aimed to help small businesses in-
vest, grow, and create jobs by pro-
viding needed tax relief and certainty. 
Senator CASEY has been a true partner 
in advancing this bill, and we are so 
pleased that the Protecting Americans 
from Tax Hikes Act takes three key 
provisions from our bipartisan bill. 
These provisions include, first, the per-
manent extension of section 179 expens-
ing, indexed for inflation, which will 
allow small businesses to write off up 
to $500,000 of the cost of certain equip-
ment. I would note that this provision 
is so important to our smaller busi-
nesses that it is the No. 1 tax priority 
of our Nation’s largest small business 
advocacy group, the National Federa-
tion of Independent Business. Second, 
the bill includes the permanent exten-
sion of the 15-year deduction period for 
restaurants and retailers to improve 
their space and to buy new equipment. 
This is so important because otherwise 
the Tax Code reverts to a 39-year de-
preciation schedule. That is totally un-
realistic. No restaurant could wait 39 
years before investing in new flooring, 
new equipment, and other kinds of ren-
ovations and expect that customers 
will still come flocking to their doors. 
The third provision of our bill would be 
an extension of so-called bonus depre-
ciation to allow companies to deduct 
the cost of certain equipment and soft-
ware. 

These three provisions will give our 
small businesses the predictability 
they require to plan for capital invest-
ments that are vital to expansion and 
job creation. 

I know I don’t have to tell the Pre-
siding Officer that small businesses 
create the majority of new jobs in this 
country. According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, small businesses gen-
erated 63 percent of net new jobs that 
were created between 1993 and 2013. 
Even the smallest firms had a notable 
effect on our economy. The Small Busi-
ness Administration data indicate that 
businesses with fewer than 20 employ-
ees accounted for 18 percent of all pri-
vate sector jobs in 2013. 
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Recent studies by the National Fed-

eration of Independent Business indi-
cate that taxes are the No. 1 concern of 
small business owners and that the 
constant change in our Tax Code is 
among their chief concerns. I know 
this to be true from the many con-
versations I have had with small busi-
ness men and women throughout the 
State of Maine. It is so frustrating to 
them because they don’t know what 
the Tax Code is going to provide from 
year to year, making it nearly impos-
sible to plan. This has the effect of 
freezing their investment decisions, 
and that in turn affects their ability to 
hire more workers. 

The long-term solutions provided in 
this bill will provide the certainty 
small businesses need to create and im-
plement long-term capital investment 
plans that are vital to growth and job 
creation. For example, section 179 of 
the Tax Code allows small businesses 
to deduct the cost of acquired assets 
more rapidly. The amount of the max-
imum allowable deduction, however, 
has changed three times in the past 8 
years and has often been addressed as a 
year-end ‘‘extender,’’ making this tax 
benefit unpredictable from year to year 
and therefore difficult for small busi-
nesses to take full advantage of in 
their long-range planning. 

Let me give a concrete example. Ear-
lier this year I spoke to Patrick Schra-
der from Arundel Machine, a precision 
machining business in Southern Maine. 
He told me that the uncertainty sur-
rounding section 179 has hindered his 
ability to make business decisions. The 
high-tech equipment he needs requires 
months of lead time. For a small busi-
ness like Patrick’s, it is very risky to 
increase spending to expand and create 
new jobs when the deductibility of 
those investments remains unknown 
until the very end of the year. For 
business planning, this is information 
that is vital to have at the beginning of 
the year, not at the end. This uncer-
tainty has a direct impact on hiring de-
cisions. 

I wish to give another example of 
what the small business expensing pro-
visions can mean. Maine has become 
well known for its high-quality craft 
beers. Dan Kleban founded the Maine 
Beer Company with his brother in 2009. 
In 6 short years his business has added 
more than 20 good-paying jobs with 
generous health and retirement bene-
fits, and they want to add even more. 
Dan noted that his company’s business 
decisions have been directly affected 
by the availability of section 179 ex-
pensing. This provision fueled their ex-
pansion by allowing them to reinvest 
their capital into new equipment to 
produce more great beer and hire more 
great Maine workers. In the last 3 
years, they have taken the maximum 
deduction allowed under section 179 to 
acquire the equipment needed to ex-
pand their business. This year they 
hope to use the provision to finance the 
cost of a solar project that will offset 
nearly 50 percent of their energy con-

sumption. If the business had been 
forced to spread these deductions over 
many years, its owners simply would 
not have been able to create the new 
jobs as they have. 

This economic benefit is multiplied 
when you consider the effect of the in-
vestment by Maine Beer Company and 
Maine’s many other small brewers and 
other kinds of small businesses on 
equipment manufacturers, on the 
transportation companies needed to 
haul that new equipment, and, in the 
case of craft beers, on the suppliers, 
the supply chain, including farmers 
who are providing the materials needed 
to brew these outstanding beers. 

In February, NFIB released new re-
search that backs up this claim with 
hard numbers. NFIB found that simply 
extending section 179 permanently at 
the 2014 level could increase employ-
ment by as many as 197,000 jobs during 
the 10-year window following imple-
mentation. U.S. real output could also 
increase by as much as $18.6 billion 
over the same period. I mention those 
numbers because it shows how bene-
ficial this provision of our Tax Code 
can be when it is made permanent, 
when the uncertainty about whether it 
is going to be available and at what 
level goes away. 

In light of the positive effects these 
provisions would have on small busi-
nesses, on jobs, and on our economy, I 
urge my colleagues to support the tax 
relief package. 

I am pleased to yield to my cosponsor 
and colleague Senator CASEY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I com-
mend and salute the work done by Sen-
ator COLLINS. I am grateful to have 
this opportunity to reiterate some of 
the great features of this legislation as 
it relates to these tax provisions. If I 
had to summarize it in a couple of 
words, it would probably be the fol-
lowing: certainty for small busi-
nesses—maybe just those four words. 

Senator COLLINS, when we talk about 
reaching across the aisle, I am one 
desk in from the aisle and you are al-
most on the aisle. It is almost literally 
reaching, you are so close. But I am so 
grateful for your work on this issue for 
several years now. And with all the dif-
ficulties in Washington where often 
folks don’t come together on these and 
other issues, we can show that we can 
work together and we can make 
progress on something, giving cer-
tainty to small businesses. That is a 
pretty big deal. In our State we have 
something on the order of 2.5 million 
people working in small businesses, so 
this is the core of our country in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
across the country. 

I would reiterate and maybe even in-
corporate by reference Senator COL-
LINS’ review of the provisions. I would 
highlight two of them. The 15-year de-
preciation schedule for restaurants and 
other leaseholds and other businesses— 
if you have a restaurant and you can 

get the benefit of depreciation—figu-
ratively speaking, a slice or a piece of 
depreciation year after year—it is a lot 
better if you can get the benefit of 
those slices or pieces over 15 years— 
one per year, or one benefit of depre-
ciation—rather than having to wait 39 
years for little tiny pieces over those 39 
years. That is a simplistic way of ex-
plaining it, but it is a vital injection of 
support for small businesses. 

On section 179, I think what Senator 
COLLINS said makes a lot of sense be-
cause a lot of these businesses would 
see, well, in this particular year, the 
value of that maximum allowable de-
duction is at a certain number, a cou-
ple hundred thousand dollars. In the 
next couple of years it could change. 
Having that certainty of knowing what 
that benefit will be over time is of 
enormous significance. The same is 
true of the benefits that come from 
bonus depreciation. 

Mr. President, as I said, I rise today 
to discuss some critical tax provisions 
which Senator COLLINS and I worked to 
include in the end of year tax package 
soon to be considered by the House and 
the Senate. 

This is a day we fought long and hard 
for—a day to bring our small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs the certainty 
they need to invest in their companies, 
grow and create the jobs our economy 
needs. 

As a member of the Senate Finance 
Committee, I understand that one of 
the best policy tools we have at our 
disposal to support small businesses is 
the tax code, which directly affects 
businesses’ bottom lines. 

Business owners need certainty about 
tax policy. That is why I am proud to 
have worked with Senator SUSAN COL-
LINS to introduce bipartisan legislation 
that would allow small businesses to 
plan for capital investments that are 
vital for job creation, and am thrilled 
to see provisions from this common-
sense proposal included in the end of 
year tax package. Their inclusion will 
increase certainty for businesses, in-
crease economic activity and increase 
the pace of job creation. 

Small businesses are vital to our 
economy. In Pennsylvania small firms 
comprise more than 98 percent of all 
employers, nearly 2.5 million Penn-
sylvanians work for small businesses. 
Across the country, small firms employ 
just over half of the private-sector 
workforce, according to the Small 
Business Administration. 

In the past, many of the tax provi-
sions affecting small businesses have 
been enacted on an unpredictable and 
temporary basis; that changes with 
this bill. That uncertainty directly 
hindered economic growth and job cre-
ation. When businesses don’t know how 
their investments will be taxed, they 
cannot make long-term planning deci-
sions with confidence. This bill, with 
the policies I championed with Senator 
COLLINS, will change that. 

This end-of-year package includes 
several provisions which, through their 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:08 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G17DE6.027 S17DEPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8752 December 17, 2015 
being made permanent, will imme-
diately reduce uncertainty about the 
Tax Code and encourage businesses to 
grow, invest and hire. 

A key provision of our bill would 
make permanent the maximum allow-
able deduction under section 179 ex-
pensing rules. Section 179 allows tax-
payers to fully deduct certain capital 
asset purchases in the year they make 
the purchase. This type of expensing 
provides an important incentive for 
businesses to make capital invest-
ments. Without it, taxpayers would 
have to depreciate those asset pur-
chases over multiple years. By making 
the maximum allowable deduction per-
manent and indexing it to inflation, 
our bill would provide the kind of cer-
tainty that businesses need to take full 
advantage of section 179. 

A second provision—bonus deprecia-
tion—will help businesses in much the 
same way that the expensing rules do. 
Bonus depreciation allows companies 
to expense half the cost of qualifying 
assets that they buy and put into serv-
ice in the same year. 

The bonus depreciation provisions 
will provide 5 years of certainty to our 
businesses, creating an added incentive 
that makes a real difference in small 
business investment. A 2013 U.S. Treas-
ury report concluded that 50-percent 
bonus depreciation lowers the cost of 
capital by 44.1 percent. These figures il-
lustrate the tremendous benefit these 
policies can bring to our job creators. 

One additional measure, which I 
would like to touch on for a moment, is 
the provision to make 15-year straight- 
line depreciation schedule for res-
taurants, leaseholds, and retail im-
provements permanent. 

This February, Senator CORNYN and I 
introduced legislation to make the 15- 
year cost recovery provision perma-
nent. I am glad to see its inclusion in 
the end of year tax package. 

These provisions together will en-
courage business owners to make key 
capital investments, and allow for fast-
er cost recovery that goes directly to a 
company’s bottom line, thus freeing up 
cash that can be used to expand oper-
ations and hire more workers. 

Making these measures either perma-
nent or long-term creates the kind of 
tax certainty that is critical for all our 
businesses, but is especially important 
for small businesses. 

These are commonsense provisions 
that both parties can support. They 
will improve our business environment 
and ease the tax burden on small busi-
nesses. Most importantly, they will di-
rectly encourage the investment and 
job creation that our economy needs. 

I wish to commend and salute the 
work Senator COLLINS did. We are glad 
there is some certainty as a result of 
these business tax provisions. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
f 

EB–5 PROGRAM 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, at 

1:30 a.m. Wednesday morning, an omni-

bus appropriations bill was filed to 
keep government operating for the re-
mainder of this fiscal year. This bill, 
which will be voted on by the House on 
Friday, includes a straight and clean 
extension of a program called the EB– 
5 Immigrant Investor Program. This 
program has been plagued with fraud 
and abuse, but more importantly it 
poses significant national security 
risks. Allegations suggesting the EB–5 
program may be facilitating terrorist 
travel, economic espionage, money 
laundering, and investment fraud are 
warnings against this bill too serious 
to ignore. Yet they are being ignored. 
The omnibus bill fails to include much 
needed reforms. 

The spending bill being considered by 
the House and Senate is a major dis-
appointment. I am frustrated that de-
spite the alarm bells and whistle-
blowers, warning us in Congress about 
the EB–5 program, Republican and 
Democratic leadership in the House 
and Senate decided to simply extend 
the program without any changes. This 
was a missed opportunity to protect 
America. 

What makes this especially frus-
trating is that the chairs and ranking 
members of the House and Senate Judi-
ciary Committees—both Republican 
and Democratic—agreed on a bill. We 
had consensus. I appreciate the support 
of Senator LEAHY, the ranking member 
of the committee. I also commend 
Chairman GOODLATTE, Ranking Mem-
ber CONYERS, Congressmen ISSA and 
LOFGREN. In a bipartisan way, we 
worked this bill out. We agreed on 
every aspect—maybe naively but be-
lieving in our hearts that we were 
doing the right thing. We found com-
mon ground on national security re-
forms. We made sure rural and dis-
tressed urban areas benefited from the 
program, as was intended when it was 
first written. We instituted compliance 
measures, background checks, and 
transparency provisions. All of those 
things were meant to protect our na-
tional security and weed out waste, 
fraud, and abuse. Through months of 
hard work, we put together a great 
deal, but despite this broad, bipartisan 
support, and the work of the commit-
tees of jurisdiction, not a single one of 
our recommendations will be imple-
mented. Instead of reforming the pro-
gram, some Members of leadership 
have chosen the status quo. This fail-
ure to heed calls for reform proves that 
some would rather side with special in-
terest groups, land developers, and 
those with deep pockets. 

It is widely acknowledged that the 
EB–5 program is riddled with flaws and 
corruption. Maybe it is only on Capitol 
Hill—an island surrounded by reality— 
that we can choose to plug our ears and 
then refuse to listen to commonly ac-
cepted facts. The Government Account-
ability Office, our free media, industry 
experts, Members of Congress, and even 
Federal agency officials have con-
curred that the program is a serious 
problem with serious vulnerabilities. 

Why did congressional leaders ignore 
the chairmen and ranking members of 
both the House and Senate committees 
who were spearheading EB–5 reform? 
Why, at the same time—and maybe 
more importantly because they aren’t 
colleagues—did they ignore the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office or ig-
nore the FBI or ignore the Secretary of 
Homeland Security? 

Allow me to remind my colleagues 
why the EB–5 Regional Center is in 
need of reform. For several years I 
have kept close tabs on this program, 
thanks in part to the reports of wrong-
doing brought forth by whistleblowers. 
The fact is that other Federal agencies, 
including the FBI, have raised national 
security concerns. Whistleblowers say 
that requests from politically influen-
tial people were being expedited. Last 
June, Congress heard from a whistle-
blower who was harassed for speaking 
out against the problem—in reference 
to the countries of China, Russia, Paki-
stan, and Malaysia, countries not 
known to be friends of the United 
States. 

This whistleblower said: 
EB–5 applicants from China, Russia, Paki-

stan and Malaysia had been approved in as 
little as 16 days and in less than a month in 
most. The files lacked the basic and nec-
essary law enforcement queries . . . I could 
not identify how USCIS [Customs Immigra-
tion Service] was holding each regional cen-
ter accountable. I was also unable to verify 
how an applicant was tracked once he or she 
entered the country. In addition, a complete 
and detailed account of the funds that went 
into the EB–5 project was never completed or 
produced after several requests. During the 
course of my investigation it became very 
clear that the EB–5 program has serious se-
curity challenges. 

There are also classified reports that 
detail these problems, much as the 
whistleblower said. Our committee has 
received numerous briefings and classi-
fied documents to show this side of the 
story. Our own executive branch agen-
cies have communicated to us their 
concerns about the program. Just lis-
ten to these people concerned about it. 
Officials within the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, the FBI, and Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement 
expressed concerns about the program 
and how prone it is to fraud. We ought 
to be concerned about waste, fraud, and 
mismanagement. We ought to be con-
cerned about national security. The 
way this bill is ending up, with just a 
10-month extension, nobody is taking 
that into consideration. 

An internal national security report 
stated the following: 

As in any instance where significant in-
vestment funds are raised . . . the regional 
center model is vulnerable to abuse. The cap-
ital raising activities inherent in the re-
gional center model raise concerns about in-
vestor fraud and other conduct that may vio-
late US security laws. Third Party pro-
moters engaged by regional centers to re-
cruit potential investors overseas fall out-
side of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services’ regulatory authority and may 
make false claims or promises about invest-
ment opportunities. Unregistered broker- 
dealers may operate outside of U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services’ statutory 
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oversight to match prospective investors 
with project developers. Moreover, the stat-
ute and regulations do not expressly prohibit 
persons with criminal records from owning, 
managing, or recruiting for regional centers. 

Just think of that, ‘‘Statute and reg-
ulations do not expressly prohibit per-
sons with criminal records from own-
ing, managing, or recruiting for re-
gional centers.’’ Don’t we think that is 
a threat we ought to be considering? 
How many more intelligence reports 
are needed for my colleagues to under-
stand this problem? How many more 
headlines are needed before we have 
the will to deal with this problem? How 
many more whistleblowers are going to 
be demoted for telling us about these 
problems, merely committing the one 
crime that whistleblowers commit— 
telling the truth. 

The Secretary of Homeland Security 
sent a letter to the Judiciary Com-
mittee and requested more authority 
to deny, terminate or revoke a regional 
center’s designation. They wanted 
more authority to root out the bad ap-
ples. They have been requesting this 
since 2012. Considering that the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security would say 
that—and he has to carry out this leg-
islation and can’t prevent some of the 
bad things that are happening from 
happening under existing law—that 
ought to be enough to guarantee Con-
gress would pay heed to these problems 
and do something about it. As I indi-
cated, our bill would have done just 
that. But the fact that our bipartisan 
bill was dismissed by congressional 
leadership means bad actors and bad 
regional centers will continue to oper-
ate. 

The EB–5 program also encourages a 
whole host of financial fraud and cor-
ruption. The program’s abundant loop-
holes and lack of regulation have cre-
ated a virtual playing field for uneth-
ical gamesmanship and con artists. 
Fortune Magazine reported how one 
man cheated potential immigrants out 
of $147 million for a make-believe 
building project he never intended to 
finish. The article explained how the 
trickster claimed the project would 
create over 8,000 jobs. In reality, some 
290 foreigners were tricked out of their 
cash. This is not the only example of 
how regional centers can be used to de-
fraud people out of millions of dollars 
for nonexistent projects. 

Another government agency we 
ought to pay some attention to, the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, en-
countered another fake project in 
which two men in Kansas purported to 
build an ethanol plant in that State. 
The Commission stated in a litigation 
release that ‘‘the plant was never built 
and the promised jobs never created, 
yet the [two men] continued to mis-
represent to investors that the project 
was ongoing.’’ That same report goes 
on to say that millions of dollars of in-
vestor money was used for other pur-
poses—can you believe this?—even 
going to another completely unrelated 
project in the Philippines. 

Just last month, the National Law 
Review reported another case in which 
Security and Exchange Commissioner 
filed suit against the owner of a re-
gional center who allegedly stole $8.5 
million in EB–5 funds. The owner 
claimed that all the money provided 
from the foreign investors would be 
held in escrow until the approval of 
their green cards. Instead, the article 
reports that the owner of the regional 
center blew the money on two different 
personal homes, a luxury Mercedes, a 
BMW, and a private yacht. All the 
while, clueless investors were exploited 
by loopholes in the EB–5 program. 

For example, the article states that 
both the investors and the owners of 
the regional center were represented by 
the same attorney. But for many po-
tential EB–5 immigrants, a safe invest-
ment is not the main concern because 
it is simple. You can buy your way into 
the United States. Paying $500,000 is 
simply the price of admission that they 
are able and willing to pay. For these 
wealthy elites, a profitable investment 
is just icing on the cake of buying 
green cards. 

I hope some of my colleagues will 
talk to Senator FEINSTEIN about why 
she thinks this program should be 
wiped out. Even considering our re-
forms, she still takes that view. She 
feels it is just plain wrong to sell ac-
cess to the United States through buy-
ing a green card. 

A lot of the debate in the past 2 
months has been on targeted employ-
ment area reforms. The targeted em-
ployment areas created by Congress to 
steer foreign investment to rural and 
distressed areas have been greatly 
abused. The designations have been 
gerrymandered—gerrymandered just 
like congressional districts—to include 
the most lavish developments in the 
richest neighborhoods, where this law 
of 20 years was never expected to be 
used because these are not distressed 
areas as were anticipated by the origi-
nal law. 

The Hudson Yards project has gen-
erated millions of dollars for a luxury 
apartment complex in Midtown Man-
hattan. Manhattan was in here com-
plaining about needing investment, 
when every day you read in the news-
paper that Chinese entrepreneurs are 
investing in New York all the time. 
Not far away, another flagrant example 
of gerrymandering is the Battery Mari-
time Building, right next to Wall 
Street, in Lower Manhattan. The New 
York Times described it by saying it 
‘‘snakes up through the Lower East 
Side, skirting the wealthy enclaves of 
Battery Park City and Tribeca, and 
then jumps across the East River to 
annex the Farragut Houses project in 
Brooklyn.’’ 

That is the gerrymandering that goes 
on here to get a project in a very 
wealthy part of New York to qualify. 

I have to ask my fellow Senators: 
How many more media reports will it 
take to understand the extent of EB–5 
gerrymandering? Have the Senators 

who helped table our reforms ever read 
those reports in the Wall Street Jour-
nal? I can say with certainty that the 
status quo will not benefit middle 
America. It benefits New York City 
and other affluent areas at the expense 
of areas in Iowa, Kentucky, Wisconsin, 
and Vermont. Another way to put it is 
that it is not going to benefit those 
who were the original intent of the leg-
islation when passed two decades ago. 
It was supposed to deal with rural 
areas and with high-unemployment 
areas. 

Some may say that there wasn’t 
enough debate or public input on EB–5 
reforms. Well, I would like to walk 
through how much debate we have had 
on this issue, besides what is very obvi-
ous from the newspaper reports or from 
what whistleblowers say or what the 
FBI says or what the Securities and 
Exchange Commission says or even 
what the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity says. 

In the history of our leading up to 
this legislation, the Judiciary Com-
mittee held a hearing on the program 
in late 2011 and at every hearing since 
in which Secretary Johnson has testi-
fied, the issue of EB–5 has come up. 
The Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, as well as 
House committees, have had hearings 
on this program. 

In 2013 the Senate debated an immi-
gration bill that was over 1,000 pages 
long. In a few short months, we voted 
that bill out of this body. Parts of the 
bill that we were working on to be in-
cluded in this omnibus appropriations 
bill included EB–5 reforms that we 
talked about in that immigration bill 
of 2 years ago. 

Then in 2014, the House Judiciary 
Committee voted out a bill that in-
cluded some changes in the program. 
The bill would have raised the invest-
ment level to $1.6 million. This year in 
June, Senator LEAHY and I introduced 
S. 1501. We called it the American Job 
Creation and Investment Promotion 
Reform Act. It was a tough, serious bill 
to overhaul the program. 

Since June, we have listened to other 
Members of Congress. We have heard 
input from their constituents and re-
gional centers in their States. We lis-
tened to stakeholders. We met with 
lawyers, lobbyists, and regional center 
operators. We listened to groups that 
represented trade and labor union 
groups. We met with the agency at the 
Department of Homeland Security that 
runs the program. We worked with 
them and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission on language. We consulted 
other congressional committees. 

We took this input from a wide range 
of sources and made changes to our 
bill. On November 7, we circulated a 
new draft with Chairman GOODLATTE, 
chairman of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. Ranking Member CONYERS of 
that committee joined our conversa-
tions, as well, and I want to tell you 
that Ranking Member CONYERS has had 
invaluable input into this bill. 
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Again, I want to emphasize—because 

that is what the leadership of this body 
is always talking about: Do things in a 
bipartisan way. Again, we had a bipar-
tisan, bicameral agreement with the 
four leaders of the committees of juris-
diction. The leaderships of both bodies 
said that committees would do their 
job and be relevant to the legislative 
process again, except for the EB–5 pro-
gram, evidently. 

We weren’t the only ones who wanted 
action. We had colleagues such as 
Chairman CORKER and Chairman JOHN-
SON, who on November 6 joined me in 
sending a letter to Leaders MCCONNELL 
and REID, urging them to include crit-
ical provisions that would better guard 
against fraud and abuse and give the 
Department of Homeland Security the 
ability to terminate centers that Sec-
retary Johnson didn’t feel he had the 
authority to terminate and where 
there was obvious fraud. 

As I said about Senator FEINSTEIN 
when I referred to her position on this 
issue, she would prefer to see the pro-
gram end. In early November she 
wrote: 

We have seen in recent years that the pro-
gram is particularly vulnerable to securities 
fraud. According to legal complaints, appli-
cants for some projects were swindled out of 
their investment, and jobs were never cre-
ated. . . . When the program comes up for re-
newal in December, Congress should allow 
the program to die. 

She is a respected Member of this 
body and very involved in national se-
curity and intelligence issues. When 
she sees something wrong with a pro-
gram such as this, we ought to give it 
proper attention. 

Two weeks ago the Judiciary staff 
was asked, after all these changes were 
made in the bill, to come in and talk to 
Democratic and Republican leadership. 
Staff was asked to hear out the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, the Real Estate 
Roundtable, and other industry rep-
resentatives. I don’t think there is any-
thing wrong with listening to any-
body’s view about any legislation we 
have—whether it is an individual or an 
organization representing individuals. 
But to have them right there in the 
room writing legislation, I think, goes 
a little bit too far. 

On that first day of December nego-
tiations, there was a lot of discussion 
about how New York wouldn’t be able 
to compete with rural America if our 
reforms were enacted. They thought 
the bill was unfair to urban areas, and 
they wanted every project in the coun-
try to qualify for the special targeted 
employment area designation. The so-
lution was to provide a set-aside of 
visas at the higher levels to ensure 
they could use the program. It was ap-
parent that an agreement was in the 
works. But, when you have these 
greedy people coming to talk to you, 
there is no end to what they are going 
to ask for. 

When the group returned the next 
day for discussion, the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and the Real Estate Round-

table, along with a small group of de-
velopers represented by law firms in 
town, came with yet another new list 
of demands. They had half a dozen 
major issues, not to mention their so 
called technical changes. 

After nearly 12 hours in the room 
with EB–5 protectionists, Judiciary 
Committee staff conceded and tried to 
find common ground, because we want-
ed to at least take care of these na-
tional security issues and get some of 
the fraud out of the program. The 
group I am talking about left with an 
agreement in concept. But again, you 
think you are satisfied, and you have 
something to go on, and then all of a 
sudden you find out the next day, when 
staff was called in to finalize the lan-
guage, that the industry said they 
wanted more. 

This is a very common theme. The 
industry wants more, and they wanted 
more, and they wanted more. It made 
one really wonder if they actually 
wanted a bill with reforms. 

This was an effort to hoodwink peo-
ple into what we thought were good- 
faith negotiations, and it turned out it 
wasn’t in good faith. Then, after all the 
concessions made to the industries, 
some Members in the Senate came to 
us and wanted to make even more con-
cessions. Despite all these challenges, 
the four corners of the Judiciary Com-
mittees compromised more. We gave in 
on many areas for the sake of national 
security and, hopefully, taking fraud 
out. We tried to strike an agreement, 
as much as it made the bill weaker, be-
cause the security reforms are also des-
perately needed. But after all of that, 
our House and Senate leadership failed 
us. They extended the program without 
any changes whatsoever for 10 months 
in the appropriations bill that we will 
vote on tomorrow. No reforms. No 
plugs for national security. No safe-
guards against fraud and abuse—it will 
go on for at least another 10 months. 

The bill we presented to the Repub-
lican and Democratic leadership took 
into consideration edits from the in-
dustry, immigration attorneys, and 
several congressional offices. 

I am very disappointed that the lead-
ership simply extended a very flawed 
program. But I also know the product 
we provided them on Monday night did 
not accomplish much that we were 
hoping to do. It was a very flawed, 
compromised bill. It was too watered 
down. It was a giveaway to New York 
City, Texas, and rich developers who 
simply wanted to protect their 
projects. It was a giveaway to affluent 
urban areas and a failure for rural 
America. 

This morning we had the benefit of 
some enlightenment as to how this 
happened. I have an ABC News report 
stating that more than $30 million was 
spent this year alone in a lobbying ef-
fort against the reforms—$30 million. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the ABC News article enti-
tled ‘‘Lobbyists Declare Victory After 
Visa Reform Measure Dies Quietly’’ be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From ABC News, Dec. 17, 2015] 
LOBBYISTS DECLARE VICTORY AFTER VISA 

REFORM MEASURE DIES QUIETLY 
(By Matthew Mosk) 

After a multi-million dollar lobbying ef-
fort, congressional leaders Tuesday night 
quietly scuttled a bi-partisan attempt to re-
form a little-known immigration program 
that offers wealthy foreigners access to visas 
and U.S. Green Cards but has been beset by 
allegations of fraud and abuse. 

The EB–5 program, called so due to its visa 
designation, allows rich foreign nationals a 
shortcut to a Green Card as long as they in-
vest $500,000 in a designated job-creating 
project in the U.S. Designed to spur the 
American economy, the program is also 
feared to have been exploited by spies, 
money launderers and other criminals, as re-
vealed in an ABC News investigation earlier 
this year. 

‘‘There are well-documented national secu-
rity concerns and abuse of the program, and 
a bipartisan, bicameral agreement on re-
form,’’ Sen. Chuck Grassley told ABC News 
in a written statement. ‘‘It should have been 
a no-brainer, but now it’s a missed oppor-
tunity.’’ 

But there were opponents to reform with 
money to spend—private groups that paid 
out more than $30 million in a lobbying ef-
fort to protect the EB–5 program this year 
alone, including more than $23 million from 
the National Association of Realtors, accord-
ing to an analysis of lobbying registration 
reports for ABC News by the Center for Re-
sponsive Politics. 

At the Capitol, the legislation was defeated 
by a group of lawmakers led by New York 
Democrat Chuck Schumer, who argued that 
security improvements were a good idea, but 
the way the reform was written would un-
fairly hurt investments in his home state. 

Regardless of how it died, lobbying groups 
cheered the reforms’ downfall Tuesday night. 
A lobbyist for one group, called the ‘‘EB–5 
Investment Coalition.’’ posted a message on 
Twitter declaring victory. 

‘‘So proud of our EB–5 Investment Coali-
tion . . . TY [Thank You] Schumer, Cornyn 
and Flake,’’ it read, referring to other oppo-
sition lawmakers Sens. John Cornyn, R– 
Texas, and Jeff Flake, R–Ariz. 

‘IN DIRE NEED OF REFORM’ 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, D–Vermont, who 

worked with Grassley on the program’s over-
haul, said the EB–5 program has ‘‘long been 
abused and is in dire need of reform.’’ 

‘‘We pushed aggressively for its inclusion 
in the omnibus appropriations bill but con-
gressional leadership inexcusably rejected 
this much-needed reform,’’ he said. 

Brokers who advertise overseas as agents 
who can help procure visas for wealthy in-
vestors have repeatedly been accused of de-
frauding those foreigners who put up $500,000 
in the hopes of obtaining a Green Card. The 
EB–5 program was being abused so fre-
quently this way that the Securities and Ex-
change Commission took the unusual step of 
posting a public warning to potential inves-
tors to be wary of such offers. 

ABC News reported on an EB–5 program 
that promised to use foreign investment to 
rebuild New Orleans in the aftermath of hur-
ricane Katrina. Investors sued, alleging the 
money had been squandered or stolen, and 
said they were unable to get Green Cards be-
cause no jobs were created. 

The program was also criticized for how it 
was used legally. 

Critics say that while it is intended to fun-
nel EB–5 foreign investment to business 
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projects in poor regions around the country 
and in turn promote job growth, a majority 
of the funds are actually supporting high-end 
real estate projects in wealthy areas. 

‘‘This program was established to help 
areas with high unemployment, but it’s been 
hijacked by investors with $500,000 putting 
their money in Chelsea, not the Bronx,’’ said 
Nancy Zirkin, executive vice president of 
The Leadership Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights, which supported the reform 
bill. ‘‘Our communities, in Baltimore and 
Ferguson and other places, need the infra-
structure and just aren’t getting it.’’ 

Outside opposition to the reform proposal 
was led largely by real estate developers who 
have increasingly come to rely on the money 
from foreign investors, mainly from China. 

To add to the pressure from Leahy and 
Grassley to impose new restrictions on for-
eign investment visas, there was also pres-
sure for Congress to act because the entire 
EB–5 program was set to expire this month. 

UNEXPECTED DEFEAT IN CONGRESS 
Leahy and Grassley, both senior members 

of their parties in high ranking positions, 
said they thought they had the support need-
ed to push through the reform measure. But 
during weeks of discussions behind closed 
doors, Sen. Chuck Schumer (D–N.Y.) 
emerged as a staunch opponent, arguing that 
the changes to the program would unfairly 
limit the amount of EB–5 money that could 
be used on projects in New York City. That’s 
because of a provision in the reform proposal 
intended to more narrowly direct the invest-
ment money to projects in low income areas. 

At present, close to 20 percent of the in-
vestment funds raised by foreign investors 
seeking visas winds up backing a New York 
City development. Many of those projects in-
clude glitzy high rise buildings in wealthier 
parts of New York. But even those projects, 
Schumer argued, were able to create large 
numbers of jobs in neighboring, low income 
parts of the city. 

A spokesperson for the senator told ABC 
News that Schumer did not oppose efforts to 
eliminate national security and fraud risks 
associated with the program. 

‘‘Sen. Schumer supports reforms that will 
bring transparency and accountability to the 
EB–5 program, but strongly believes that the 
EB–5 program should continue to act as a 
catalyst for thousands upon thousands of 
jobs throughout New York,’’ said Matt 
House, a Schumer spokesman. ‘‘The proposed 
reforms would have crippled the program and 
would have held back job growth in urban 
and low-income areas in cities across the 
country.’’ 

Negotiators said Schumer attracted sup-
port from Republican Sens. Cornyn and 
Flake. Instead of passing the reform meas-
ures, they agreed, they would extend the pro-
gram for another 10 months without making 
any changes. 

Grassley expressed deep disappointment in 
the outcome. 

‘‘Leadership allowed the negotiations to be 
hijacked by a small number of special inter-
est groups who wanted the status-quo and 
the necessary reforms were shoved aside,’’ he 
told ABC News. 

A Washington, D.C. group called IIUSA, 
formed to advocate for EB–5 investment, 
posted a statement online expressing grati-
tude for the decision by Congress to keep the 
EB–5 program running. 

‘‘IIUSA will continue to advocate for a 
long term reauthorization with reasonable 
reforms that succeed in enhancing Program 
integrity and effectiveness,’’ the statement 
said. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. So this is where the 
years of work to reform EB–5 have 
come. So this is how several years of 

work ended—a reform blocked by self-
ish interest. 

I have to be an optimist around here, 
and I believe that, eventually, right 
wins out. It is time for things to 
change. I was for reform. I wanted to 
make it better. But now, I am not so 
sure reforms are possible. It may be 
time to do away with EB–5 completely. 
Maybe we should spend our time, re-
sources, and efforts on other programs 
that benefit the American people. 
Maybe it is time that this program 
goes away. 

The next 10 months will be spent ex-
posing the realities and vulnerabilities 
of this program. As chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, I will exercise 
oversight of this program even more 
than I have in the past. I will ask 
tough questions and make more rec-
ommendations. My quest to either 
have EB–5 reformed or to end the pro-
gram has just begun. This is not the 
end, this is just the beginning. 

I yield the floor, and if I have any 
time, I reserve the remainder of my 
time. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from South Dakota. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVE SCHWIETERT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor my commerce com-
mittee staff director, Dave Schwietert, 
who is leaving the Hill after almost 16 
years of service here in the Senate. 

Earlier in Dave’s career, he worked 
for the late Senator Craig Thomas, and 
for the past 11 years, Dave has worked 
on my staff, serving his home State of 
South Dakota. He started with me as a 
staffer on the Environment and Public 
Works Committee when I first arrived 
in the Senate. After leaving the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee, 
I was lucky enough to have Dave serve 
as my legislative director for 6 years. 
When I became ranking member of the 
commerce committee, Dave came over 
as minority staff director, a position in 
which he served 2 years before becom-
ing majority staff director this year. 

Dave is the kind of staffer you al-
ways hope to get as a Member. He has 
a brilliant mind. His memory for the 
most arcane details of any policy is al-
most legendary. In fact, if you look up 
‘‘policy wonk’’ in the dictionary, you 
probably would find a picture of Dave 
Schwietert—and I say that with the 
greatest amount of affection. He has a 
deep dedication to his work. Over the 
years, I have relied on his intellect and 
dedication more times than I can 
count. 

Those aren’t the only things that dis-
tinguish Dave as a staff director. One 

of the things I appreciate the most 
about Dave is his commitment to help-
ing younger staff members develop 
their abilities. That is a great quality 
around here where oftentimes people 
have a hard time learning how to dele-
gate and learning how to bring younger 
staff members along. His patience and 
his teaching ability are well known, 
and staffers who work under Dave 
come away with sophisticated analyt-
ical skills and a deep understanding of 
the issues. 

The commerce committee has had a 
lot of successes this year, most notably 
passage of two major pieces of legisla-
tion—the Surface Transportation 
Board reauthorization bill and the first 
long-term highway bill in a decade. 
Dave Schwietert was a key figure in 
each of those accomplishments. 

We have known for a long time that 
the Surface Transportation Board 
needed to work better, and Dave really 
has been working on this reauthoriza-
tion since I first became a member of 
the commerce committee. This year we 
were finally able to get it done. Dave 
can leave the Senate with the knowl-
edge that legislation he helped enact 
will permanently improve things for 
all those American farmers and busi-
nesses that rely on our Nation’s rail 
system to get their goods to the mar-
ketplace. 

This year’s landmark Transportation 
bill, which will strengthen our Nation’s 
infrastructure and boost our economy 
for years to come, was a product of a 
tremendous amount of work on mul-
tiple committees. In the commerce 
committee, we developed the bill’s ex-
tensive safety title, and Dave was once 
again a key figure in that process. I am 
particularly proud of the fact that we 
managed to move from a party-line 
vote on the commerce title to strong 
bipartisan support when we were done. 
In fact, when it cleared the Senate, it 
was with 83 votes. Dave deserves tre-
mendous amounts of credit for that. 
His ability to build consensus among 
Members and staff of both parties is a 
huge reason we were able to pass a 
long-term transportation bill this year. 

Another thing I always appreciated 
about Dave is his commitment to 
South Dakota. Like me, Dave is a 
proud South Dakota native. In fact, he 
comes from western South Dakota, 
Rapid City. I am a western South Da-
kota product. In fact, in South Dakota 
you are either East River or West 
River, and we both come from West 
River. 

Throughout his time on the com-
merce committee, he has never forgot-
ten about the needs of South Dakota 
families, farmers, and businesses. It 
has always been forefront in his mind. 
I am grateful for that. I know there are 
a lot of South Dakotans who are grate-
ful for the bills he helped pass. Dave’s 
work will have a tremendously positive 
impact on South Dakota for many 
years to come. 

Mr. President, while it is difficult to 
overstate how much Dave will be 
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missed around here, I am happy he has 
found an exciting new opportunity. It 
has been said that lightning never 
strikes twice, but as in so many other 
things, Dave breaks the mold on this 
one as well. In fact, he was struck by 
lightning not once, not twice, but three 
times while on a rock climbing trip, 
but that hasn’t discouraged him, and I, 
for one, am grateful for that commit-
ment and tenacity. 

My thanks also goes out to his wife 
Sandra, his son Evan, and his daughter 
Lauren for allowing me to keep their 
husband and father here many times 
late into the evening. 

I know I speak for a lot of people 
when I say that Dave will be deeply 
missed, but he should know he goes for-
ward with respect and the gratitude of 
many and the warmest wishes for all 
his future endeavors. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HOEVEN). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to engage in a col-
loquy with my great friend, Senator 
HEINRICH of New Mexico. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

OIL EXPORT BAN 
Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, we 

rise today to talk about an issue we 
started talking about a year ago; that 
is, the oil export ban. What we were 
going to do is not only educate the 
public about this 40-year-old ban but 
also educate those colleagues in our 
caucus who do not have the level of ex-
perience that we have with the oil in-
dustry. I can tell you that it has been 
a journey. 

I want to make this point because I 
always make this point when I talk 
about it: Fundamentally ignore all the 
other policy arguments. There is abso-
lutely no reason in the world to re-
strict the export of a commodity that 
we produce in this country. Commod-
ities traditionally trade on a global 
market. If we are not going to distort 
the market, they need to find their 
market. This is a 40-year-old ban that 
didn’t make sense when they did it, 
and it made even less sense in an envi-
ronment where States such as North 
Dakota were on the path to produce 
over 2 million barrels a day of light 
sweet crude from our shale formations. 

At the end of the day, when we look 
at the effort and we look at the anal-
ysis, occasionally a good argument 
wins the day. I think that is what we 
are seeing as we are on the verge of 
this Congress—signed by the Presi-
dent—lifting a 40-year-old ban on the 
exportation of crude oil that is pro-
duced in this country. 

I wish to make a couple of quick 
points about it on a policy matter. 

First, many people say: Well, 
wouldn’t that jeopardize our energy 
independence? 

Closing off the market and making 
sure our commodities can’t find a mar-
ket encourages investment in other 
places than the United States of Amer-
ica, so it is counterintuitive. 

They say: Wouldn’t this actually 
raise our gasoline prices? 

We had study after study that con-
cluded one simple thing: Either it 
would have no effect or it would have a 
downward effect since gasoline prices 
were measured against Brent, which is 
the international pricing benchmark. 
When we look at what is good for con-
sumers, what is good for jobs in States 
such as North Dakota and New Mexico, 
what is good for national security, and 
what is good for our allies—I spent a 
lot of time last year talking to people 
from the EU and talking to people in 
Eastern Europe about the significance 
of energy security and knowing that 
even though they didn’t have a source 
of energy, they could buy energy from 
a country such as the United States of 
America. 

I frequently referred to our oil as 
‘‘democracy oil.’’ It is not oil produced 
by countries that we are at odds with, 
that we disagree with; this is oil that is 
absolutely an opportunity to use that 
soft power, to use that ability to ex-
port. That idea was shared not only by 
foreign policy experts from conserv-
ative think tanks but many well-recog-
nized Democratic foreign policy ex-
perts. We are at the point of actually 
getting this done, and that is the good 
news. 

We also know that frequently in the 
Congress a good idea doesn’t happen in 
isolation; it happens when we are will-
ing to sit down and go to negotiations. 
That is where my great friend from 
New Mexico came in, taking a look at 
whether there was an opportunity to 
actually get a deal done and what we 
could do to make this actually happen. 
So we partnered up pretty early in 
making the pitch together. 

I wish to ask my friend Senator HEIN-
RICH, would you please talk about the 
piece of this deal that supports the de-
velopment of renewables and what that 
means for your State, which is also an 
oil-producing State, and what that 
means for jobs not only in a State such 
as mine, which has a large manufac-
turing facility that manufactures 
blades—plus, we think we are the Saudi 
Arabia of wind. I know there are prob-
ably 20 States that say that. In North 
Dakota, it is true. I am sure the Pre-
siding Officer would agree that we are, 
in fact, the Saudi Arabia of wind. 

I ask Senator HEINRICH, what does 
this mean for you in terms of renew-
ables? 

Mr. HEINRICH. I thank Senator 
HEITKAMP for her leadership on this 
issue. 

I thank the Presiding Officer for his 
contributions to allow us to reach what 

has been an incredible example of a bi-
partisan, balanced energy package, 
something we haven’t seen for quite a 
while. 

I wish to recognize the many hours 
that Senator HEITKAMP spent in meet-
ings of every complexion under the 
sun, educating our colleagues who 
don’t have oil- and gas-producing ba-
sins, as we do, on the intricacies of 
what does this mean for price pres-
sures, what does this mean for con-
sumers, are the things that you intu-
itively might think actually not what 
you would see in the actual market-
place. There was meeting after meeting 
with the renewable energy associa-
tions, in the solar field, in the wind 
field, and with colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle. There were people such as 
the Presiding Officer or the energy 
committee chairperson, Senator MUR-
KOWSKI of Alaska. 

I thank the Senator for that work, 
and it has really been a pleasure to 
work with her in that effort. 

This is a very big step for New Mex-
ico. Obviously, at any time when oil is 
trading under $50 a barrel in a State 
where we have two big basins—the Per-
mian Basin in the Southeast and the 
San Juan Basin in the Northwest, not 
to mention production in the Raton 
Basin that is coming on—it is a very 
big hit, not only to our job situation 
and to the families who rely on those 
jobs, but also to our public schools in 
the State of New Mexico. This oppor-
tunity to relax the oil export ban 
means something concrete for that in-
dustry and for those jobs in New Mex-
ico. It also means something very con-
crete for the future of jobs in New Mex-
ico as well. 

The incremental work on the renew-
able side is one of the single biggest 
pieces of policy on clean energy that I 
have seen in my adult lifetime. 

We are looking at two markets that 
have grown rapidly and that have pro-
duced, in solar’s case, 200,000 jobs in 
the last few years. That would have 
taken an enormous hit if we would 
have allowed those incentives to go 
away. As a result of this package, we 
are likely going to see another 140,000 
jobs in solar alone. 

The incremental impact on the car-
bon front—the extension will offset 100 
million metric tons of carbon dioxide 
annually. That is like 26 coal-fired 
powerplants. 

These things impact small businesses 
across my State as well as across the 
country. But if you look at a small 
State such as New Mexico with 2 mil-
lion people, we have close to 100 solar 
companies employing 1,600 people in 
these new fields, and it is growing rap-
idly. We have seen 358 megawatts of 
solar energy installed. We have 812 
megawatts of wind energy currently in-
stalled and another 300 in the pipeline 
right now, with another 300,000 to 
500,000 jobs associated with that in 2014 
alone. 

This is the single biggest piece of pre-
dictability within renewable energy 
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that we have seen in a very long time. 
We have learned the reality that one- 
plus-one-plus-one does not equal three. 
When you add a tax incentive one year, 
you take it away, and you add it back, 
the sum of those is not nearly as robust 
as when you have predictability over a 
period of time. That is what this does 
for our energy industries across the 
board. 

I thank the Senator for all of her 
work on it. I wish to ask the Senator a 
question, in particular. This agreement 
obviously didn’t happen overnight. I 
know we have been meeting for well 
over a year, and you have been think-
ing about it even longer than that. 

I ask Senator HEITKAMP, would you 
talk a little bit about why you are so 
passionate about this issue and what 
specifically it means for the people of 
North Dakota. 

Ms. HEITKAMP. Well, it wasn’t that 
long ago that North Dakota became 
the second largest oil-producing State 
in the country. We are challenged in 
North Dakota because we don’t have 
the mature infrastructure of Texas and 
the basin. We are challenged with 
transportation. But the amazing thing 
is, we produce the best crude in the 
world, light sweet crude. The problem 
with light sweet crude over the years is 
it wasn’t the dominant crude that was 
produced in the United States. As a re-
sult, the refineries are basically geared 
up to refine heavy crudes. They are 
geared up to basically import crude 
from places such as Venezuela and 
some of the heavier crudes. That is 
what the refiners can do. And a lot of 
refineries that can handle light sweet 
crude are not on a pipeline system. So 
on top of producing this great-quality 
crude, we have additional transpor-
tation costs and we were seeing deduc-
tions. 

When you add to that the challenge 
of producing something that could be 
so important for energy security in our 
country but also national security and 
helping our allies with their energy se-
curity in Europe—when you add the 
challenge of that product not being 
able to find a market, what that means 
is that this energy renaissance for the 
country that we are so proud that we 
participated in begins to basically dim. 
This idea that we can be energy inde-
pendent starts dimming, and we start 
seeing people cut back on investment, 
and we start seeing people reduce their 
plans to invest in this country when 
they know they can go offshore and ac-
tually market their product. 

So the bottom line is that this isn’t 
going to raise oil prices overnight. 
Those folks who may have a prediction 
that this is going to result in a dra-
matic increase—I don’t think they 
really understand the oil markets and 
what is happening right now. But what 
it does do is it takes a commodity that 
should always have had the oppor-
tunity to find its market and it applies 
free enterprise system principles and it 
applies capitalistic principles. When 
you produce something in this country, 

you ought to be able to find your mar-
ket. 

People say: It is remarkable you have 
been able to get this far. It tells the 
American public that the Congress can 
function if people come willing to 
make a deal. 

I see my friend from New Jersey, who 
a lot of people would not have sus-
pected played such an important role 
in our discussions and had such a will-
ingness to learn. He impressed a lot of 
our friends in the oil industry with his 
rapid understanding of economics. I 
tried to tell them he was smart. They 
occasionally get fooled by press re-
leases as opposed to actually meeting 
folks. 

I think another great thing that has 
come as a result of this is certainly a 
willingness of the Democratic caucus 
to listen to this argument. There has 
been a building of relationships that I 
hope will allow us to have a reasoned 
debate about oil energy development in 
this country going into the future. 

I say to Senator HEINRICH, I am going 
to ask you to close with an explanation 
of, when you look into the future, how 
critical this is to your school system 
and what you see in terms of the future 
of the industry as a result of this 
change in your State. 

Mr. HEINRICH. I thank again Sen-
ator HEITKAMP. I just wish to say how 
important this is for the State of New 
Mexico, in part from the perspective 
that our economy has been incredibly 
challenged in the last few years. Com-
ing out of the recessions, we have not 
seen the growth that many of our 
neighbors have seen. 

One of the places where we have seen 
growth has been the solar industry. For 
the people working in the solar indus-
try today, those are new jobs. Having 
certainty for our energy sector, which 
runs the gamut from the oil and gas 
basins that I talked about, to the in-
credible growth in solar energy, to the 
fact that we have a very strong wind 
component in the State—basically, the 
eastern side of our State is very much 
in the same wind-mapping zone as the 
Panhandle of Texas. This means pre-
dictability. It means jobs. It is one of 
the single biggest economic things that 
we could have done for the State of 
New Mexico since I have been in the 
Senate. 

I think we have a lot to be proud of. 
We were also able to extend the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, some-
thing that has been working for this 
Nation, across the country, for 50 
years. That is very much tied to our 
leasing of oil and gas offshore. 

Certainly, my colleague Senator 
UDALL knows that program inside and 
out. He has been an incredible cham-
pion for it. His father made it happen 
when he was Secretary of the Interior. 

I conclude my remarks and thank 
you again for allowing me to engage in 
this colloquy. I thank our colleagues 
for being able to work on a bipartisan 
basis. 

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I 
know that we are up against the clock, 

and I promised my friend from the 
South that I would, in fact, conclude, 
but I saw someone I worked very close-
ly with on this issue come onto the 
floor. I extend my great appreciation 
for the hours we spent together talking 
about this issue and the hours we spent 
with the senior Senator from Alaska, 
basically educating as the first step 
and then finally delivering a product 
that we can all be proud of. I extend 
my congratulations and my apprecia-
tion to the chairwoman of the energy 
committee for the work that she did 
and for her belief, along with my belief, 
that we could in fact get this across 
the finish line. I don’t think anyone at 
any point, other than her and me, actu-
ally believed we could get it done this 
year. It is pretty remarkable that we 
did. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
thank not only the Senator from North 
Dakota but many others for the effort 
that has been made to get us to this 
point where we will soon have the op-
portunity to vote to lift a 40-year-old 
ban on export. 

We are the only Nation in the world 
that produces oil that limits our abil-
ity to export that. It is a policy that 40 
years ago may have made sense at that 
time, but it is so outdated. It is so past 
time that we recognize we are that en-
ergy superpower, and, as that energy 
superpower, act like one. 

The Senator from North Dakota 
mentioned there were very few people 
initially who thought this could be 
done. In January of 2014, I gave a 
speech to the Brookings Institute, and 
I called for repeal of the ban. At that 
time, I was the first policymaker who 
really got out front and said what a lot 
were thinking but were thinking 
maybe this was way too soon. 

A couple months later, I had the op-
portunity to lay out a framework or a 
pathway forward—a pathway that said 
we are not going to lay down legisla-
tion right now; we are going to build 
the case, and 2014 is going to be the 
year of the report. There were some 
dozen reports—very considered, sub-
stantive reports—that came out and 
said: This isn’t going to increase the 
price of oil. This is going to be good for 
jobs and our economy. This is going to 
be great, important, and vital for our 
role around the world to help our allies 
and to help others who would like to 
rely on our energy resources rather 
than on Russia or Iran. 

So that path was set. I think it set 
the table for where we are now, in 2015. 
We were able to introduce legislation, 
to have it heard by our committee, to 
move the bill out of committee, to see 
the House do the same and move it 
across the floor, and to get us then to 
the point where we could consider it in 
various legislative vehicles. It didn’t 
quite work with NDAA. It didn’t quite 
work with the Iran deal. It didn’t quite 
work with the transportation bill. But 
now we are here with this omnibus 
package. 
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Again, recognizing that this is so 

substantive from a domestic policy 
perspective is something that I think 
the occupant of the Chair, as well as 
Senator HEITKAMP, as well as Senator 
HEINRICH from New Mexico—all pro-
ducing States—can recognize the enor-
mous gains. But I think we also need to 
consider the very real, very sub-
stantive difference that we will make 
when as an energy superpower are able 
to share our resources—whether it is 
oil, whether it is natural gas—to help 
whether it is our friends in Europe, 
whether it is Poland, which is 95-per-
cent reliant on Russia for its oil, 
whether it is South Korea or Japan. 

Alaska has been able to export its oil 
since 1996, when we received basically a 
waiver. We have seen the benefits that 
oil exports bring. Our State has had 
the ability to do so. Why should the 
rest of the country not see that ben-
efit? 

Again, since 1996, with our oil, we 
have exported our natural gas from 
Cook Inlet, and it has actually been 
the longest term export contract that 
this country has seen as far as natural 
gas. We have seen the benefit. We know 
that when we are the export trading 
partner, we as a nation benefit from it. 
Whether it is jobs, revenues, growth or 
prosperity, this is good, this is a win, 
and it is very important. Again, I ap-
preciate the efforts of so many that 
have brought us to the place that we 
are today. 

I think we acknowledge that, yes, 
there are heavy legislative lifts around 
here. But I think we work construc-
tively to build the case, to try to 
depoliticize to the extent possible, to 
avoid the partisanship that can come 
into specific issues, by saying: Let’s ex-
amine this from a policy perspective. 
Does it make sense to lift sanctions on 
Iran for their oil and keep in place a 
ban on our U.S. oil producers, effec-
tively sanctioning U.S. oil producers? I 
think we got a lot of colleagues when 
we raised that question to them: Think 
about it from a policy perspective and 
whether it is good or outdated. This 
one is outdated, and it was time to go. 

So I thank Senator HEITKAMP for 
yielding for just a moment and allow-
ing me to speak very briefly to what I 
think is very significant for this coun-
try, both domestically and internation-
ally. Let’s let the United States of 
America be that energy superpower 
that we are. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi. 

f 

PASSENGER RAIL SYSTEM 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I rise 
first to commend the three Senators 
who have just completed their col-
loquy. They have been discussing an 
accomplishment this year that results 
from bipartisan efforts. I too would 
like to speak about a bipartisan effort 
that I have been engaged in with the 
Senator from New Jersey, who joins me 
on the floor today, which would be the 

passenger rail portion of the Transpor-
tation bill which the President has al-
ready signed. 

So I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senator from New Jersey and I be al-
lowed to engage in a colloquy con-
cerning this legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I am so 
pleased to have worked with Senator 
BOOKER on the rail portion and on the 
entire Transportation bill. I am pleased 
it has passed the House and Senate and 
been signed into law by the President— 
a major accomplishment. 

I would note that predecessors of 
ours from our States were part of the 
last major effort for a comprehensive 
rail bill. My predecessor, Trent Lott, 
along with the late Frank Lautenberg 
of New Jersey, were the authors of the 
Passenger Rail Reform and Investment 
Act, which was introduced in 2007, and 
much work on it was done before Sen-
ator Lott resigned at the end of 2007. It 
was actually passed in 2008. So I think 
it is quite appropriate that Senator 
BOOKER and I would be allowed to fol-
low in their footsteps and participate 
in this legislation, which deals with 
making our rail system safer in the 
United States and more efficient and 
puts greater attention on planning and 
efficiency. I know that Senator BOOKER 
shares my enthusiasm for the accom-
plishment that this Congress has made 
in that regard. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I would 
first say thank you. I do share that en-
thusiasm. I appreciate the way the 
Senator began his remarks. This is a 
tradition of bipartisanship that goes 
beyond the Senator and me, but I want 
to say this about Senator WICKER be-
cause I am new to the Senate. I am 
here about 25 months now. But this 
last full year when I have been working 
on this passenger rail bill as the rank-
ing member of that subcommittee, I 
have found him to be tough, to be bal-
anced, to be strong and thoughtful 
about what is best for America, think-
ing about our country first, thinking 
about his great State, our country, how 
we are going to create jobs and how we 
are going to improve in an increasingly 
globally competitive environment. It 
has been an honor to work with him. I 
think what we accomplished together 
is extraordinary, and it is going to 
have a profound impact. 

This bill makes critical investments 
in our rail infrastructure. It makes im-
portant safety reforms, and it helps to 
move our country forward, literally 
and figuratively. 

Rail efficiency and safety is critical 
to our national success. It is a priority. 
This idea of protecting Americans is a 
priority of both Senator WICKER and 
me, and it is critical that we have rail 
safety, especially as we go forward. I 
have seen, unfortunately, in the past 
some very challenging accidents. 

For me and my constituents in New 
Jersey, rail is incredibly important. We 
are part of the Northeast Corridor, 

which is probably the busiest rail cor-
ridor in the country. It is one of the 
most productive regions of our Nation, 
and, unfortunately, it has an inad-
equate infrastructure. More people use 
rail than fly in that corridor. The chal-
lenge is that the corridor itself has be-
come a choke hold right around the 
New York-New Jersey region. One of 
the reasons is because the Hudson 
River crossing—the busiest river cross-
ing in the United States of America— 
has tunnels that are inadequate and in-
effective at this point. These tunnels 
were built back in 1910. Nobody in this 
body remembers those years, person-
ally, but the tunnel began construction 
1 year after the famous flights at Kitty 
Hawk were just getting off the ground 
in air travel. These tunnels were com-
pleted less than a decade before the 
start of the First World War. 

So today, these tunnels are in hor-
rible condition. The whole region is 
suffering as a result of it. I hear time 
and again from constituents about the 
urgency for investment in rail. Resi-
dents now, because of the delays, be-
cause of the challenges with New Jer-
sey Transit, have to leave earlier for 
work, miss time with their families, 
miss dropping off their kids at school, 
lose out on productivity. The produc-
tivity losses in this region amount to 
hundreds of millions of dollars. So this 
is an urgent cause for us. That is why 
I was so grateful, really celebrating the 
fact that we have a partnership in the 
Senate that can actually get some-
thing done when it comes to rail trav-
el. 

For us in this region, we know the 
challenges. We have tunnels under the 
Hudson River that are clearly in a 
state of significant decay and disrepair 
that some engineers say have less than 
a decade on them. One single day of 
missing access to those tunnels for 
that artery could hurt our regional 
economy by about $100 million for one 
single day in wasted productivity. 

So this spring Senator WICKER and I 
joined together to introduce this legis-
lation, the Railroad Enhancement and 
Efficiency Act. That bill is making 
critical investments. The bill very 
critically would allow the Northeast 
Corridor to reinvest its profits into 
that region, which is going to be sig-
nificant for helping to give us a 21st 
century competitive infrastructure. 
That is something I cannot understate 
the urgency of. The bill adds critical 
safety provisions that will help with 
positive train control. 

Earlier, as was mentioned by Senator 
WICKER, the Chamber passed the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation Act, 
or FAST Act, a 5-year, $305 billion 
transportation compromise bill that, 
for the first time, includes the rail pro-
visions that I am proud to say were in 
our Railroad Enhancement and Effi-
ciency Act. 

So this bill that passed the Senate 
will enable critical projects, such as 
the Hudson Tunnel plan. It is going to 
achieve incredible safety for our com-
munities. I just want to again thank 
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Senator WICKER for his noble service. I 
am sure he and I would both like to 
thank Senators THUNE and NELSON, the 
ranking members on the overall com-
mittee, who worked to ensure that our 
bill was part of the massive highway 
transportation bill. There is our long- 
term economic competitiveness as a 
country. We talked about national se-
curity. Well, our economy fuels our 
strength at home and abroad. Investing 
in infrastructure, which has a long his-
tory of being a bipartisan priority, is 
something on which I am proud to join 
with Senator WICKER and continue that 
great American tradition of investing 
in our communities, creating more 
growth, creating more jobs, and cre-
ating a strong economy, which makes 
for a strong nation. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, it prob-
ably doesn’t come as a surprise for peo-
ple to hear a Senator from the north-
east be such a strong advocate of pas-
senger rail and Amtrak. But I can tell 
you as this representative of Mis-
sissippi and a Senator from the south-
eastern part of the United States, we 
believe in passenger rail, too. It is im-
portant to the entire national econ-
omy, and so it is important to our 
economy. It is also important to the 
economy in my region of the country. 

I am pleased and excited about the 
possibility of restoring passenger rail 
to the gulf coast for the first time 
since Hurricane Katrina. We made it 
work between New Orleans and the 
Mississippi gulf coast and Mobile and 
Orlando before the storm, and we think 
we can make it work now. 

One provision in the bill establishes a 
new gulf coast working group, which 
will receive a $500,000 grant specifically 
for the purpose of returning rail to the 
area. Another provision creates a grant 
program that can assist applicants like 
the Southern Rail Commission and has 
worked to restore passenger rail to the 
gulf coast. 

In addition, I am an advocate of com-
petition, so I am pleased to see that 
this new legislation opens up the possi-
bility of having private rail carriers 
competing for up to three of Amtrak’s 
long-distance routes. I think in this 
way we can achieve cost savings, better 
performance, and good worker protec-
tions. 

In closing, let me say that we are 
glad the law has been passed and 
signed. It seems from this angle that it 
was so inevitable, but I can tell you 
and I think Members of the floor on the 
Senate who are listening to this col-
loquy would have to admit that this 
didn’t have to happen. As a matter of 
fact, it could easily have fallen off the 
rails or fallen off the tracks. 

On a bipartisan basis, people on this 
side of the aisle and on Senator BOOK-
ER’s side of the aisle did not allow the 
distractions and the naysayers to pre-
vail. We insisted that if we kept work-
ing, we could get this entire package 
done on a bipartisan basis. 

I wish to salute Republican Members 
in the majority who put this forward 

from a committee standpoint, but I 
also want to salute my Democratic 
brothers and sisters who said: Yes, we 
can do this, and we ought to do it not 
as Republicans and Democrats but as 
Americans for the American economy. 
My hat is off to my partner in this ef-
fort and to everyone on both sides of 
the aisle for making this a reality. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I want 
to say in conclusion that there is that 
story about the little engine that could 
and that did not give up and worked 
through trials and tribulations. Sen-
ator WICKER represented the values in 
that story. I am grateful to have 
worked with him on this project, and I 
look forward to working with him 
again to move our country forward. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

f 

OMNIBUS LEGISLATION 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak on the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act of 2016, otherwise known 
as the omnibus. Three months ago, it 
was unclear if we would get a budget 
deal that would lift the caps for both 
defense and nondefense spending. It 
was unclear if we could really not head 
to a showdown. It was not clear if were 
heading to a shutdown, and we were 
not clear if we could cancel sequester. 

I am proud to say, as the vice chair 
of the Appropriations Committee, that 
the committee has completed its work. 
We have done it in a bipartisan way 
and in a way that there will not be a 
shutdown of the government. We have 
canceled sequester, and we have done 
this in a responsible way. 

The House is working on the bill 
now. We shall be voting on it tomor-
row. Tomorrow I will talk about the 
national implications of the bill when 
it comes before the Senate, but today, 
as the Senator from Maryland and for 
Maryland, I wish to talk about the pub-
lic investments this bill makes to sup-
port the Nation’s needs, which also 
supports Maryland’s needs, which sup-
ports Maryland’s jobs. 

As the vice chair of the committee, 
my first job—and as the Constitution 
requires—is to be the Senator from 
Maryland, and I require myself to be 
the Senator for Maryland. I am proud 
to say that this bill does make the 
kinds of public investments that I be-
lieve will help America’s and Mary-
land’s future. 

This bill delivers on a promise I made 
many years ago that I would look after 
the day-to-day needs of my constitu-
ents and the long-range needs of this 
country. 

You will be interested to know that 
Maryland is the home to 20 major Fed-
eral facilities with more than 200,000 
Federal employees and retirees. We 
have great military installations, such 
as Fort Meade, the National Security 
Agency, Cyber Command, the U.S. 
Naval Academy, Naval Bethesda, and 

Walter Reed. It also has great public 
institutions, such as the National In-
stitutes of Health, the National Weath-
er Bureau, the national NOAA sat-
ellites that tell us what the weather 
will be, and also agencies such as the 
Food and Drug Administration. 

Although we have the Federal assets 
in Maryland, they serve the Nation. 
These aren’t Maryland’s institutions; 
these are national institutions, but 
they employ Marylanders. 

In this bill, working on a bipartisan 
basis, we have increased the funding 
for the National Institutes of Health by 
$2 billion, increasing it to $32 billion. 
Working with both Senator MURRAY, 
the ranking member, and Senator 
BLUNT, the chair of the subcommittee, 
we have nicknamed the National Insti-
tutes of Health the ‘‘National Insti-
tutes of Hope.’’ Why? Because it looks 
to find the cures and breakthroughs for 
America’s devastating diseases, from 
cancer to Alzheimer’s. But at the same 
time, while we have worked on funding 
the research to find cures and break-
throughs, they must be moved to clin-
ical practice. That is why we in Mary-
land have fought so hard to make sure 
the Food and Drug Administration is 
capitalized in a way that it does its 
job. 

The Food and Drug Administration, 
which employs over 4,000 people, is re-
sponsible for our food safety, both here 
and as it comes in from abroad, and 
also for being able to move drugs, bio-
logics, and medical devices into clin-
ical practice and demonstrating that 
they are both safe and effective. It is a 
big job, and it is a big employer in our 
State. 

We also want to make sure that we 
look out for those who are the most 
needy. This Senate and this Congress 
often talk about Social Security and it 
also talks about Medicare. Both of 
those—the Social Security Administra-
tion and CMS—are located in Mary-
land. We are very proud of that. The 
Social Security Administration is in a 
community called Baltimore County, a 
neighborhood called Woodlawn. It has a 
building that is 57 years old, and it 
hasn’t had any improvements since 
1959. They work in terrible situations, 
with mold, decay, crumbling tech-
nology, and even vermin. We make sure 
that those who administer the Social 
Security Program have the right facili-
ties and also have the right tech-
nology. 

We worked very hard to be able to 
stand up for our Federal employees. 
Again, working on a bipartisan basis, 
we allowed a 1.46 percent cost-of-living 
adjustment. 

We were absolutely appalled to find 
out about the OPM data breach, which 
had a devastating effect on over 130,000 
Federal employees both here and 
around this country. What we did, 
working on this bill, we are going to 
make sure that the Federal employees 
have 10 years of credit protection since 
OPM fell down on its job in protecting 
them. 
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We also have been very concerned 

about physical infrastructure. We work 
very hard in terms of the Metro. Metro 
is not a Maryland subway; it is not a 
Virginia subway; it is America’s sub-
way. For all who ride that subway, we 
have been absolutely concerned about 
their safety. Working with our col-
leagues across the Potomac, we have 
been concentrating on Metro safety, 
and we were able to put the funds in 
the Federal checkbook to be able to 
improve that. We also want to be able 
to get people to the jobs, and that is 
why we funded the Purple Line. 

There is a great opportunity in Mary-
land, and I hope it comes to other parts 
of our country, which is modernizing 
our ports. Whether you are in New Or-
leans, whether you are in Baltimore, 
whether you are in Charleston, Long 
Beach, CA, the ports need to be mod-
ernized. It is a great opportunity for 
jobs—real jobs in construction and real 
jobs here. 

I am happy to say we worked very 
hard over the years with my col-
leagues, my beloved friends—Congress-
woman Helen Bentley, a wonderful Re-
publican woman. They called us the 
salt and pepper of the Maryland delega-
tion. We worked to make sure our port 
was dredged and ready for the future. 

There are many other issues that I 
can show, but I wanted to show that we 
are making public investments that 
not only look out for American jobs 
but our Federal employees working in 
these key agencies—the National Insti-
tutes of Health, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, the National Weather 
Service. These are civil servants who, 
while they are located in Maryland, are 
working on a national mission. I am 
glad of the role I played to make sure 
they were capitalized. 

I thank my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle because they, too, un-
derstood why these investments are 
important. 

Much is said about why we need to be 
America the exceptional, and I believe 
it is these kinds of programs. Our 
human infrastructure, our innovation, 
and our physical infrastructure is what 
we are doing. 

There are many things in this bill. 
Many will complain about how big it 
is. But it is not how big the bill is, but 
it is how effective we are in helping 
America be able to be what America 
is—a land of opportunity and a land of 
growth and a land that knows how to 
protect its people and protect the 
world. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
f 

FANNIE MAE AND FREDDIE MAC 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, as we 
continue consideration of the omnibus, 
I rise today to applaud the inclusion of 
language I coauthored with Senator 
MARK WARNER that will ensure that 
the fate of mortgage giants Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac—entities Congress 

created—will be determined by Con-
gress, and this language makes crystal 
clear that this body does not support 
efforts to return to the failed model of 
private gains and public losses. 

As we wrap up our legislative busi-
ness of 2015, I am also here to remind 
my colleagues that there is much work 
to be done in the new year to finally 
address the last unfinished business of 
the 2008 financial crisis. Prior to the 
crisis, mortgage giants Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac were publicly traded. 
They benefited from an implicit gov-
ernment guarantee, which meant any 
upside went to the company. But as we 
saw at the height of the financial cri-
sis, the downside of that structure fell 
on the taxpayers and it fell hard. 

In September of 2008, because of this 
flawed model, losses mounted at 
Fannie and Freddie, causing taxpayers 
to write a $188 billion bailout check to 
keep them afloat. These entities re-
main in government conservatorship 
today, backed by the taxpayers and 
owned by the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment. 

A 2014 Federal Housing Finance 
Agency stress test projected that the 
GSEs could require a $190 billion tax-
payer bailout to keep them afloat dur-
ing a future crisis—something none of 
us wants to see happen. 

Because housing finance reform re-
mained the last unaddressed piece of 
the financial crisis left, in 2013 Senator 
MARK WARNER and I developed legisla-
tion that attempted to address the 
flaws in our housing finance system 
and protect the taxpayers. This bill has 
been called the blueprint for how our 
Nation’s housing finance system should 
look in the future. 

After working with a group of bipar-
tisan Members and then-Chairman Tim 
Johnson and Ranking Member MIKE 
CRAPO, a reform bill passed the Senate 
Banking Committee in May of 2014 by a 
vote of 13 to 9. This bill would protect 
taxpayers from future economic down-
turns by replacing Fannie and Freddie 
with a privately capitalized system. 
Unfortunately, it did not come to the 
Senate floor, but that does not change 
the fact that there continues to be 
broad, bipartisan, bicameral support to 
reform these entities. 

That broad support at the committee 
level and throughout Congress came 
despite pushback from a number of 
large, self-interested Wall Street hedge 
funds. Let me explain. As a result of 
the 2008 bailout, Treasury purchased 
senior preferred stock in Fannie and 
Freddie and was given sole discretion 
to sell or otherwise dispose of those 
shares. Seeing an opportunity to make 
huge profits at the expense of tax-
payers, a number of big Wall Street 
hedge funds and other entities rushed 
in when Fannie and Freddie crashed. 
They bought shares for pennies on the 
dollar after the government had taken 
them into conservatorship and know-
ing full well the government would 
have the authority to make decisions 
relative to their future. 

Now the hedge funds appear to be 
spending big money and going to ex-
treme lengths to stop housing finance 
reform in order to reap huge financial 
returns. As they know how to do so 
well, these wealthy hedge funds made a 
highly speculative bet that Congress 
would fail to do its job, structural re-
form efforts would fail, and Fannie and 
Freddie would be recapitalized and re-
leased out of conservatorship. Under 
that bet, the taxpayers lose while some 
of the wealthiest hedge fund managers 
get even wealthier. That is why the 
Wall Street hedge funds want to stop 
efforts to protect taxpayers in the hope 
that Fannie and Freddie could be re-
capitalized and released from con-
servatorship. 

Let me be clear. Under that sce-
nario—recapitalizing and releasing 
Fannie and Freddie in their current 
form—we would fall back to a system 
of private gains and public losses, lin-
ing the pockets of multimillionaires 
while leaving taxpayers on the hook 
for future bailouts. Looking at what is 
at stake, one can see why these hedge 
funds are so engaged in stepping on the 
taxpayers and preventing reform from 
occurring. 

Using a self-analysis from one promi-
nent hedge fund under a recap-and-re-
lease scenario, this fund—with an esti-
mated current holding of $366 million— 
has a potential net profit of $8.1 billion 
and a total sale of $8.4 billion. To give 
another example using those same pro-
jections, another prominent hedge fund 
with an estimated current holding of 
$501 million has a potential net profit 
of $2.3 billion or a sale of over $2.8 bil-
lion. 

These hedge funds, and several oth-
ers, would benefit greatly from a recap- 
and-release scenario, which is why they 
are so adamantly opposed to housing 
finance reform that would put tax-
payers’ interests above their own. 
Surely, we will not conflate the clear 
interests of the hedge fund managers, 
which are billions of dollars in profits, 
with the critical need to protect tax-
payers from a future bailout by enact-
ing sound housing policy in our coun-
try. Returning to the failed model of 
private gains and public losses would 
leave taxpayers on the hook for the 
GSE’s $5 trillion in outstanding liabil-
ities. That is why I believe we must 
act. 

Inclusion of the jump-start provision 
in this bill is a good first step. This leg-
islation would prohibit the sale of 
Treasury-owned senior preferred shares 
in Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac with-
out congressional approval and ensure 
Congress, and not self-interested hedge 
funds, has the final say on how our 
housing finance system should look in 
the future. 

While I believe that recap-and-re-
lease is totally inappropriate, I do un-
derstand that the hedge funds still 
have claims to deal with in court, and 
this legislation does not prejudice 
those claims. 

I believe the blueprint Senator WAR-
NER and I laid out in 2013 is a good 
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starting point and one that will protect 
taxpayers, but this legislation in the 
omnibus bill is silent on the future sys-
tem. It simply says Congress should 
have the final say in what happens to 
these entities—again, entities that 
Congress created in the first place. 

With passage of this provision—in 
the face of extremely intense opposi-
tion—we are telling taxpayers we are 
putting to bed the idea that returning 
to the status quo is an option. We will 
not return to a system where big 
Fannie and big Freddie control the 
lion’s share of our housing system and 
taxpayers are exposed for future bail-
outs, but there is more work to be 
done. 

The question I have is this: Moving 
forward, who are we going to fight for? 
Are we going to abdicate our responsi-
bility and shy away due to efforts by 
large Wall Street hedge funds wanting 
to get wealthier off of taxpayers by 
placing taxpayers at greater risk or are 
we going to fight for the people whom 
we represent? 

As all of us who served in this body 
during the financial crisis know well, 
the American people do not want to 
write another bailout check. Without 
housing finance reform, that is an all- 
too-real possibility. 

To my colleagues, trust me. I know a 
number of you have felt pressure from 
large Wall Street hedge funds and the 
interest groups they support, but I also 
know there is not one of you who truly 
wants to put private investors’ interest 
ahead of the people we represent. 

In the new year, it is time for Con-
gress to finally do its job. By finally 
addressing the last major piece of un-
finished business from the financial 
crisis, we can once and for all end this 
failed model. Fortunately, a lot of the 
heavy lifting has already taken place. 

As we look forward to 2016, pro-
tecting taxpayers by reforming our Na-
tion’s housing finance system should 
be near the top of the to-do list. This 
legislation takes us a step in the right 
direction toward that effort by saying 
the fate of mortgage giants Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac will be determined by 
Congress. 

I remain committed to doing every-
thing I can to make sure we do not re-
turn to the same failed model that put 
taxpayers on the hook for billions of 
dollars, and instead we can create a dy-
namic housing finance system that 
works for Americans rather than 
against them. 

f 

END MODERN SLAVERY 
INITIATIVE ACT 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I also 
rise to applaud Congress for including 
important funding in the Omnibus ap-
propriations bill that will help in our 
efforts to fight human trafficking and 
slavery around the world through the 
End Modern Slavery Initiative Act. 

I think most Americans would be 
stunned to know that over 27 million 
people are enslaved in more than 187 

countries, including our own. Over 27 
million people are enslaved today. 
That is more than four times the popu-
lation of my home State of Tennessee. 

Modern slavery comes in many forms 
and it preys on women and children the 
most. This brutal, multibillion-dollar 
industry deprives individuals of their 
basic human rights. Rather than hold-
ing a schoolbook, children in India are 
stacking bricks. Rather than sitting in 
a classroom, young girls in the Phil-
ippines are sitting in brothels forced 
into sexual servitude. In Ghana, young 
boys are forced into a life of slavery on 
fishing boats, and worldwide men and 
women hoping only to better the lives 
of their families are stripped of their 
passports and trafficked for labor. 

I cannot thank the Senator from 
Texas enough for the incredible efforts 
he put forth to ensure that we do ev-
erything we can in our own country to 
keep this from happening. He has been 
heroic. 

These are our daughters, sons, moth-
ers and fathers, and that is why it is so 
important that we take bold action. 
Those who have been fighting this hei-
nous crime for years all say that to end 
the practice of modern slavery, we need 
a reliable baseline data and consistent, 
effective monitoring and evaluation. 
They also say that what is most crit-
ical in this fight is the need for a fo-
cused, sustained effort that can lever-
age and coordinate private and govern-
ment funding. That is where the End 
Modern Slavery Initiative Act comes 
into play. 

This bold, bipartisan initiative has 
received broad support from over 90 in-
dustry experts, nongovernmental orga-
nizations, and faith-based groups. This 
initiative will seek to raise $1.5 bil-
lion—more than 80 percent of which is 
expected to come through matching 
funds from private sector and foreign 
governments—to fight slavery world-
wide. This model is designed to lever-
age limited foreign aid dollars and gal-
vanize tremendous support and invest-
ment from the public sector, philan-
thropic organizations, and the private 
sector to focus resources responsibly 
where this crime is most prevalent. 

The Omnibus appropriations bill that 
we will vote on this week brings us one 
step closer to making this initiative a 
reality with a $25 million downpay-
ment. There are many complex prob-
lems facing this country that demand 
our attention but perhaps none whose 
existence threatens the very concept of 
what it means to live in a free society. 
Ending modern slavery and human 
trafficking will not come easy, but we 
have a moral obligation to try, and I 
am proud—really proud—that Congress 
is taking that step and investing in 
this critical fight. 

With that, I yield the floor and thank 
the Senator from Texas for allowing 
me to speak at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-
SIDY). The Senator from Texas. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, before 
the Senator from Tennessee leaves the 

floor, I wish to thank him. Among 
many other issues he has dealt with on 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee and Banking Committee, he has 
done great work on this issue. He is ab-
solutely right about the scourge of 
human trafficking and how we need to 
do more—not just here at home but 
internationally—to try to break it up 
and rescue some of these children. 
Often the typical profile of a trafficked 
person in the United States is a young 
girl 12 to 14 years old. It is a travesty. 
I thank him for his great work and 
congratulate him. 

f 

OMNIBUS LEGISLATION 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this 
week the Omnibus appropriations bill 
was released, along with the tax relief 
bill, that extends and makes perma-
nent many important tax credits and 
lays the foundation for comprehensive 
tax reform, hopefully sometime soon. 
Members of this Chamber and the 
House have been reviewing the text of 
both pieces of legislation, and I am 
happy to report that the House of Rep-
resentatives has now given a resound-
ing bipartisan vote on the tax relief 
bill, with 318 Members of the House of 
Representatives voting to support it. 
The House, we are told, will move on 
the Omnibus appropriations bill tomor-
row morning, and then we will take up 
both bills tomorrow morning in the 
Senate. 

I want to just remember and recall 
for anybody listening that the appro-
priations process did not have to end 
up this way. As a matter of fact, after 
having passed the first budget that 
Congress has had since 2009, that then 
authorized the Appropriations Com-
mittee to begin the process of consid-
ering and passing 12 separate appro-
priations bills. Once they are voted out 
of committee, we will bring them to 
the floor, where they are open for 
amendment and debate in a completely 
transparent process, where people can 
understand the details of the legisla-
tion. 

It didn’t turn out that way because 
our Democratic colleagues filibustered 
these individual appropriations bills, 
thereby leaving us with no alternative 
but to consider this massive Omnibus 
appropriations bill. 

I am tempted to call this omnibus 
bill an ominous bill, but I am not sure 
that is pejorative enough. It is not the 
right way to do business. I am dis-
appointed. I am disappointed in our 
colleagues across the aisle who forced 
us to do business this way with them, 
but I hope next year we can have a reg-
ular and open appropriations process, 
one that will serve the American peo-
ple far better. 

I am by no means happy with the 
way this year-end funding bill has 
come together, after having been hi-
jacked, held up, and effectively shut 
down, but if this sounds familiar, this 
looks a lot like the strategy they em-
ployed when they were in the majority 
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preceding the election of just a year 
ago. Do you know what happened? 
Well, it didn’t work very well because 
they ended up losing their majority. 

Needless to say, the American people 
actually want us to do our jobs, to look 
out for their interests, and to make 
sure we pass legislation that is thor-
oughly considered, transparent, and 
then we could be held accountable for 
the votes we have made. Unfortu-
nately, this omnibus appropriation 
process undercuts those principles, and 
as I said a moment ago, it is not a good 
way—it is a terrible way—to have to do 
business. 

But I am happy and proud of the fact 
that in virtually every other area we 
have undertaken—following the budg-
et, the multiyear highway bill, the 
trade promotion authority legislation, 
the Defense authorization bill that was 
led by our colleague from Arizona, the 
chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act that passed 99 to 0—as I 
was talking about with the Senator 
from Tennessee, it is clear we know 
how to work together on a bipartisan 
basis, disagreeing on some issues but 
finding common ground where we can, 
and the American people end up being 
the winner. 

Dysfunction and shutdowns do not 
work. That is not why most of us came 
here. Most of us came here to try to 
make this institution and the country 
and conditions for our constituents a 
little bit better, one step at a time. 

In this Omnibus appropriations bill 
there is an issue I want to highlight, 
and that is a clear win for progrowth 
and one that will foster, not hinder, job 
creation, and that is lifting the dec-
ades’ old ban on exporting crude oil 
produced here in America. This month 
actually marks 40 years since the 
United States implemented a ban on 
the export of crude oil, a policy that 
was put into place as a precaution to 
protect the United States from disrup-
tion in the global oil supply. But as we 
all know, the world looks a lot dif-
ferent than it did back then. The shale 
revolution has helped the geopolitical 
energy landscape turn in favor of the 
United States, and we have an abun-
dance of oil and natural gas available, 
not only for our use here domestically 
but to export to our friends and allies 
around the world. By doing away with 
this antiquated policy and allowing our 
domestic production to reach global 
markets, we can kick start the U.S. 
economy and provide a real oppor-
tunity for job creation in the country. 

Lifting the ban would not just be 
beneficial to people working in the do-
mestic energy sector because the do-
mestic energy production involves 
many different sectors—construction, 
shipping, technology. By allowing more 
export of our crude, we have the poten-
tial to create thousands of more jobs 
deep into the supply chain in a variety 
of sectors and across a multitude of 
States. In fact, one study estimated 
that for every new production job in 

the oil field it translates into three ad-
ditional jobs in the supply chain and 
another six in the broader economy. So 
we are talking about a major oppor-
tunity for job creation throughout our 
country. 

Doing away with this outdated pro-
tectionist policy also gives the United 
States an opportunity to promote 
stronger relationships with our allies 
and partners around the world. Today 
many of our allies in Europe, including 
some of our NATO allies, rely on coun-
tries such as Iran and Russia for their 
energy needs. Our allies’ dependence on 
our adversaries for basic needs such as 
heating, electricity, and fuel creates a 
real vulnerability that exists for the 
United States, as their ally and part-
ner. By lifting the ban, the United 
States can help offer our friends a 
chance to diversify their energy sup-
plies and enhance their energy security 
and avoid giving people such as Vladi-
mir Putin the opportunity to use oil 
and gas and energy as a weapon. 

Lifting the crude oil export ban will 
strengthen our economy. It will actu-
ally save Americans on their gasoline 
prices at the pump by increasing sup-
ply, and it will help our friends and al-
lies around the world. So it is a big win 
for the American people, whether or 
not you work directly in the industry. 

Finally, I would say—and I know the 
Senator from Arizona is waiting to 
speak, so I will be brief—that I am 
happy to see that the omnibus also in-
cludes several bipartisan priority items 
that will benefit my constituents in 
Texas. For example, for years I have 
worked alongside of Congressman 
FILEMON VELA, a Democrat from South 
Texas, to put pressure on Mexico to 
fulfill its commitment to deliver water 
to South Texas as outlined and re-
quired in a 1944 treaty. Now this is in-
credibly important for a wide swath of 
folks whose access to water is not al-
ways assured. This bill includes lan-
guage that reinforces that commit-
ment and includes a measure that re-
quires the State Department to assess 
the impact of Mexico’s water debt on 
Texas and the rest of the United 
States. 

This bill also renews an innovative 
port of entry partnership program 
modeled after the Cross-Border Trade 
Enhancement Act. This, too, is bipar-
tisan legislation in this case, which I 
have introduced along with Congress-
man HENRY CUELLAR, another South 
Texas Democrat, earlier this year. Spe-
cifically, it provides new opportunities 
for border communities and businesses 
to improve staffing levels and upgrade 
infrastructure at our international bor-
der crossings to help move people and 
goods across our border more safely 
and efficiently. Obviously, with 6 mil-
lion jobs in the United States depend-
ent on cross-border commercial traffic 
and trade between the United States 
and Mexico, this is really important. 

This omnibus legislation also in-
cludes a provision to fully repeal the 
country-of-origin labeling regulations 

known as COOL. This has been a real 
problem for our livestock producers in 
Texas and in the United States. By re-
pealing these costly food labeling man-
dates, the United States will avoid a 
trade war with Canada and Mexico, two 
of our largest export and trading part-
ners, and will help Texas farmers, 
ranchers, and manufacturers back 
home in my State and across the coun-
try. 

In terms of national priorities, the 
omnibus bill increases resources for 
our military, thanks to the leadership 
of people such as the chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 
This bill will increase resources for our 
Active-Duty military to make sure 
that those deployed around the world, 
as well as those serving stateside, have 
what they need to get the jobs done 
that they volunteered to do. 

This legislation also blocks over-
reach by the Environmental Protection 
Agency by providing no new or ex-
panded funding for its programs—the 
lowest level of funding since 2008. 

Finally, this bill prioritizes our vet-
erans and helps ensure they are better 
able to receive the care and benefits 
they deserve in a timely manner. 

This legislation also includes the 
Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes 
Act, which includes the permanent ex-
tension of State and local sales tax de-
ductions, something that amounts to 
more than $1 billion in annual tax re-
lief for Texans. This will ensure that 
Texans are on a level playing field with 
those who deduct their State income 
tax, because we don’t have an income 
tax and never will. That is something 
that I can say that Texas will never 
have. As I said, it never will. 

This also rolls back several of Presi-
dent Obama’s ObamaCare taxes and 
can provide relief to folks all over the 
country being crushed by the Presi-
dent’s failed, unpopular health care 
law. 

So while no legislation is perfect, and 
indeed this process is the antithesis of 
perfect—it is the wrong way to do busi-
ness—this is the hand we have been 
dealt by the filibusters of the appro-
priations bills by our Democratic col-
leagues. So we are doing the best we 
can with the hand that we have been 
dealt. In the end, nothing passes Con-
gress and gets signed into law by the 
President without some level of bipar-
tisan cooperation in both Chambers of 
Congress and working together with 
the executive branch. This legislation 
does include several significant wins 
for the American people. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona. 
Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I come 

to the floor today to discuss the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act of 2016. I 
am obviously pleased we are not going 
to pass another continuing resolution, 
which I believe is irresponsible, but at 
the same time the process by which we 
are now considering this legislation is 
just as irresponsible. 
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As my colleague from Texas just 

pointed out, we are here where we are 
because my colleague and leader on the 
other side of the aisle refused to allow 
the appropriations bills that had been 
passed through committee one by one 
to be considered and voted on and 
amended in the fashion that the Amer-
ican people expect us to behave, and, 
frankly, the Constitution demands. So 
here we are after months and months 
of gridlock with the Democrat leader 
not allowing us to bring up these bills 
one by one. 

We are now faced with a $1.1 trillion 
bill that, in the view of many, is must- 
pass with literally hours to review and 
debate and no amendments—no amend-
ments. So we are faced with a par-
liamentary situation of $1.1 trillion we 
are considering without an amend-
ment—without a single Member on ei-
ther side of the aisle being able to pro-
pose an amendment to make it better. 
My friends, this is a recipe for corrup-
tion. It is a recipe for corruption. 

A few people—a very few people—not 
all 100 Members of the Senate or 435 
Members of the House but a handful of 
people behind closed doors work, and 
then 48 hours or so, or whatever it is, 
before the vote, it is presented to us as 
‘‘take it or leave it,’’ with the choice 
being this: Well, you can sign on to it; 
you will probably have to hold your 
nose, but we have no choice. 

Well, my friends, I believe we do have 
a choice. I believe we do have a choice. 
I believe we should behave in the man-
ner in which our constituents expect us 
to behave: Take up a bill, have an 
amendment, have a debate, have a dis-
cussion, and do what we are supposed 
to do. And if the Democratic leader 
wants to block us, then let him take 
the responsibility for doing so. Now we 
are faced with a $1 trillion spending 
bill that includes numerous policy pro-
visions that have never been debated 
and discussed, pork barrel spending 
that would never stand the light of 
day—never, ever—and I will be talking 
about some of them. 

I will give you some examples of the 
pork that has been snuck into this bill. 
Let me give you a few examples here 
that I think might interest our con-
stituents. This is in this bill, in law: 
$3.6 million for 30 vineyards, breweries, 
and distilleries to build tasting rooms, 
conduct whiskey production feasibility 
studies, and other alcohol marketing 
gimmicks. Yeah, the one thing we real-
ly want to do is give money to help al-
cohol marketing. There is $100,000 in 
funding to sell goat whey sodas and 
soft-serve frozen goat yogurt, $247,677 
to develop pecan snacks, and $49,750 to 
introduce Americans to flavored beef 
bratwurst and beef chili. If there is 
anything I think the American people 
need to be educated and introduced to, 
it is bratwurst and chili. There is 
$49,990 for spinning raw alpaca fiber 
into a very fine yarn, $42,000 to produce 
cheese from buffalo milk, $250,000 to 
produce and market lamb jerky, $26,270 
to determine the feasibility of pro-

ducing blue cornmeal from Navajo 
corn, and $200,000 to make apple pies. 
Now this list goes on and on. 

My favorite, my friends, of many of 
them is a thing called the catfish in-
spection office—the catfish inspection 
office. Most of us enjoy catfish and we 
appreciate the benefits to our nutrition 
and of course the sizeable industry 
around catfishing. What we have again 
this year is a Department of Agri-
culture catfish inspection office. Now 
there is the Department of Agriculture 
catfish inspection office, but the FDA 
also has a similar catfish inspection of-
fice, and the GAO, the Government Ac-
countability Office, has issued more 
than six reports calling the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture catfish Inspec-
tion Office ‘‘wasteful and duplicative.’’ 
As a result of this protectionist pro-
gram, an estimated $15 million of your 
tax dollars per year will be spent on en-
abling government bureaucrats to im-
pose barriers on foreign catfish import-
ers, which will in turn increase the 
price of catfish for American con-
sumers, restaurants, and seafood pro-
ducers. So, my friends, in this bill $15 
million every year of your tax dollars 
will be spent for a catfish inspection of-
fice. That is the kind of thing that hap-
pens when you get to this date at the 
end of the year with a mammoth bill 
worth $1 trillion. It is too ripe. It is too 
ripe for the picking by the pork 
barrellers who we have in the Senate 
and the House. 

I will quickly give a couple more ex-
amples: $1.7 million for the Senate 
kitchen exhaust systems upgrades; $65 
million for Pacific coast salmon res-
toration for States. On the face of it, 
you would think that money for Pa-
cific coast salmon restoration would 
perhaps be a beneficial expenditure of 
your tax dollars. Guess what. The 
State of Nevada is included in this $65 
million salmon restoration. A cursory 
glance at a map of the United States 
might indicate that the State of Ne-
vada is not exactly an ideal place for 
salmon restoration, but they are going 
to get some of these millions of dollars, 
and I am sure it has nothing to do with 
the makeup of the U.S. Senate from 
Nevada. 

There is $15 million for an ‘‘incentive 
program’’ that directs the Department 
of Defense to overpay on contracts by 
an additional 5 percent if the con-
tractor is a Native Hawaiian-owned 
company. So if you have a contract 
with a Native Hawaiian-owned com-
pany, the Department of Defense will 
add approximately 5 percent of tax-
payers’ dollars. 

There is language that makes it easi-
er for the Department of Defense to 
enter into no-bid contracts. If there is 
anything in my years I have seen that 
lends itself to outrageous spending, of 
course it is no-bid contracts. The De-
partment of Defense may eliminate 
competition and use a no-bid contract 
for a ‘‘product of original thinking and 
was submitted in confidence by one 
source.’’ That is interesting. 

Well, anyway, there are many more 
of those. 

I am proud of what this Congress has 
done this year. There are many good 
things that have been done. There has 
been the Defense authorization bill. 
For the first time, there has been a 
budget. For the first time, we have re-
formed education. For the first time, 
we have done so many things. We have 
finally sent a bill to the President’s 
desk repealing and replacing 
ObamaCare, but to end the bill with 
this is really an embarrassment. 

So here we are looking at $1 trillion, 
and I particularly want to talk a little 
bit about national defense. I could not 
be more proud of the bipartisanship— 
both Democratic and Republican—that 
has been involved in the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and the biparti-
sanship with our friends on the other 
side of the Capitol. 

We have come up with legislation 
that has been described as the biggest 
reform bill for defense in 30 years—I 
am proud of it—and we have a lot fur-
ther to go. We had hours and hours of 
hearings, hours and hours of markups. 
We had over 130 amendments to the De-
fense authorization bill considered on 
the floor of the Senate. 

We did things we have never done be-
fore. For example, we are completely 
reforming the retirement system for 
the military. It used to be that you had 
to stay 20 years before you could re-
ceive any financial benefit. Now, after 
2 years and 1 month, you can get into 
a matching-funds agreement with the 
Federal Government. So now, instead 
of 85 percent of those who joined the 
military never receiving a financial 
benefit, 85 percent of those who join 
will receive it. 

So I am very proud, and I am very 
proud of the work I did with my col-
league from Rhode Island, Senator 
REED, as well as our friends on the 
other side of the aisle. 

Then at the last minute, these ear-
marks, these pork barrel projects, 
these egregious, wasteful projects are 
airdropped into what I believe is a 
2,000-page—whatever it is, it is huge, 
and we saw it for the first time at 
about 10 p.m. or 12 a.m. last night, and 
they want us to vote on it tomorrow. 
That is crazy. 

What the appropriators did, they in-
cluded over 150 different programs and 
initiatives where the appropriations 
exceeded what they were authorized, 
totaling $9.4 billion. By passing the De-
fense authorization, we set an expecta-
tion on how to allocate funds. This was 
obviously completely broken. 

As an example, the appropriators in-
cluded $160 million for humvees even 
though the Army requested zero dol-
lars for humvees. We had hearings on 
this. We had hearings on the issue of 
what the Army needed, and it was 
abundantly clear that the Army did 
not need any more humvees. Somehow 
the appropriators decided that there 
would be $160 million for humvees; $7 
million for a machine gun—five times 
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the current size of the program. Again, 
our Army and Department of Defense 
said they didn’t need it. 

But this is the worst one of all, my 
friends, and it will not surprise anyone 
that it is manufactured in Alabama. 
There is $225 million for the addition of 
a joint high-speed vessel, which is, of 
course, manufactured in Alabama. This 
will be the 12th ship of this class. The 
Navy’s requirement was 10—10 vessels. 
Remember, this is $225 million for this 
vessel. The Navy said stop at 10. We 
stopped at 10. Last year the appropri-
ators added one for $225 million; this 
year, another $225 million. By my cal-
culation, that is $450 million for two 
joint high-speed vessels that the mili-
tary—the Navy and the Department of 
Defense—said they don’t need or want. 
What could we have done for the men 
and women in the military with that 
$450 million we just wasted on two 
ships the Navy and the military said 
they didn’t need? It is unacceptable. 

The bill includes over $2 billion in 
funding—I am not making this up—it 
includes almost $1.2 billion on top of 
the $1 billion for medical research 
within the Defense Department. My 
friends, I want to emphasize that I am 
all in for medical research. I think 
medical research is vital to the future 
of all Americans. But what in the 
world does most of this have to do with 
Defense appropriations? Nothing. Noth-
ing. It is the Willie Sutton syndrome at 
its best. Mr. Sutton was once asked 
why he robbed banks, and he said, ‘‘Be-
cause that’s where the money is.’’ My 
friends, the Department of Defense is 
where the money is, so we have seen 
this gradual creeping up of funding out 
of defense funds for programs—which I 
will read a few of—that have nothing 
to do with defense. 

I will say again that I am for funding 
medical research. I think it is vital, 
and I think it is important. But some-
one is going to have to explain to me 
how tuberculosis, autism, lung cancer, 
gulf war illness—actually, that is one 
of them—spinal cord injury, ovarian 
cancer—those research funds should 
come out of the Labor, Health and 
Human Services appropriations bill, 
not out of defense at a time of seques-
tration, when we have planes that 
can’t fly and guns that won’t shoot and 
ships that can’t sail. 

So what have we done? Let me show 
you what they have done this year. 
You can see the gradual increase. Be-
ginning in 1992, there was about $20 
million, I guess, something like that. 
Then in 1994 it went up and then up. 
Then something happened and it went 
down. Then you can see the gradual, al-
most steady increase of funding for 
medical research as the funding for de-
fense has remained constant or even in 
some cases reduced. 

So what have we done this year, my 
dear friends? Here it is: $2.2 billion of 
your tax dollars is now earmarked for 
medical research—all of them worthy 
causes. Almost none of them have any-
thing to do with guns, ships, planes, 

barracks, or medical research that is 
directly connected to our military. To 
add to that, the Army received an addi-
tional $16 million to conduct research 
on Parkinson’s disease, and the list 
goes on and on. 

So what do we have here. By the way, 
the bill also includes nine ‘‘Buy Amer-
ican’’ provisions, which will inevitably 
add to weapons systems and other con-
tracting costs. The ‘‘Buy American’’ 
provisions are a handout to labor 
unions and are a ploy to protect de-
fense companies in a particular State. 

I won’t waste time and go too much 
longer except to say that today we see 
an interesting political environment in 
America. We see on the Republican 
side—my side—we see the leading can-
didates, people who are basically seek-
ing the nomination of the Republican 
Party because they are running against 
Washington; that they don’t want busi-
ness as usual; that they are frustrated 
by the fact that, in their view, the Con-
gress doesn’t work for them. 

The approval rating of Congress is 
consistently somewhere in the teens, 
and Americans are frustrated and they 
are angry. Many of them support an in-
dividual who says: We will make Amer-
ica great again; it will be huge. It is 
language that is not very specific, but 
it inspires them to see change take 
place. 

Although I disagree with that and I 
think we have a record this year that 
we can be proud of in many respects— 
whether it be education reform or 
whether it be finally sending a bill to 
the President’s desk to repeal 
ObamaCare or fixing education, as I 
mentioned, or better ways of defending 
the Nation with many reforms of how 
the Pentagon does business—there are 
many things I am very proud of. I 
think we can return to our constitu-
ents and tell them that for the first 
time this year, Congress has done some 
things that will be helpful to the every-
day man and woman who has not re-
ceived really much benefit over the 
last 8 years since the economic col-
lapse. 

But then we send them this Christ-
mas turkey. We send them a bill laden 
with millions and millions of dollars in 
wasteful and unnecessary spending. We 
send them a bill that purchases for $225 
million a ship that nobody wants or 
needs. That, my friends, gives sub-
stance and reason behind the frustra-
tion many of our constituents feel. 

It is probably over for this year. I 
think it is probably going to be a situa-
tion where there are sufficient votes to 
pass this ‘‘omnibus bill’’ worth $1.1 
trillion of taxpayers’ money without a 
single amendment, not a single one. 
Then we will go home, enjoy Christ-
mas, and then come back in January 
hopefully refreshed. But I hope that in 
January we will make a commitment 
to the American people that we will 
stop doing business this way, that we 
will stop waiting until the last days 
and having these extensions that last 2 
days or 3 days before the threat of a 

government shutdown—which no 
American I have ever met enjoys—and 
learn that the American people expect 
better of us than this process. 

I am not proud of this. In fact, I am 
a bit ashamed because, particularly on 
defense, there are so many critical 
needs of the men and women who are 
serving in our military. Their carriers 
are going on 10-month cruises. Some of 
our men and women who are serving 
are on their fourth, fifth, sixth, sev-
enth tour to Afghanistan. Even now 
many are going back to Iraq, and they 
will be going back, my friends. They 
will be going back. They will also be in 
Syria because, I predict to you now, 
there will be another attack on the 
United States of America because this 
President cannot lead. We are paying 
the price for a feckless foreign policy 
that is a disgrace and will be judged by 
historians as one of the low points in 
American history as far as national se-
curity is concerned. 

So instead of providing for those crit-
ical needs—and I guarantee I can come 
up with billions of dollars of critical 
needs. By the way, I can also come up 
with reforms that will save billions of 
dollars in our legislation. 

We are proud of that. For example, 
we require a reduction of 7.5 percent 
per year for 4 years in the size of the 
staff in the military. That will save 
over $3 billion over time. I am proud of 
that. So we come to the American peo-
ple with a defense bill that is lean and 
efficient. We have a long way to go, but 
we are proud of it. Then we look at 
things like this. It is not acceptable. 

I hope I don’t have to stand up here 
again next year. I hope we can finally 
sit down and work for the American 
people, and that means taking up the 
appropriations bills one by one by one 
and giving them the same attention 
the Defense bill got. The Defense bill 
got 2 weeks, 133 amendments, debate 
on every issue conceivable concerning 
national defense. We need to do that 
with each of the 12 appropriations bills. 
That way we can give the American 
people a product that is the most effi-
cient, that is the least wasteful, and 
something we can be proud of. 

I urge my colleagues to understand 
that this legislation on the Defense ap-
propriations part of it does not help 
America defend itself in these difficult 
times. In fact, because of the waste, be-
cause of the pork-barrel spending in 
this, because of the earmarks in it, we 
have actually harmed the ability of our 
Nation to defend itself and the welfare 
of the men and women who are serving. 
That is something we cannot be proud 
of. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent 

that I be permitted to complete my re-
marks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, as we 
count down the remaining days on the 
2015 legislative calendar, there is still 
quite a bit of work to do and a few 
more big-ticket items to put to bed. 
Still, even with so much still on our 
plates, I believe it is appropriate to 
take a look back at the year we are 
now finishing up and reflect on what 
we have been able to accomplish. 

Now, 2015 has been a big year in the 
Senate. After many years of unproduc-
tive division and stagnation, the Sen-
ate finally has returned to work. While 
some of my friends on the other side of 
the aisle have tried to downplay the 
productivity we have enjoyed under the 
current Senate leadership—and the 
Washington Post Fact Checker award-
ed them some Pinocchios for their ef-
forts—no one can seriously argue that 
things haven’t changed around here. 

Under the current Senate majority, 
the committees have been allowed to 
function and work. Under the current 
Senate majority, we have had fuller 
and fairer debates on the Senate floor. 
Probably most important of all, under 
the current Senate majority, the Sen-
ate has actually been doing the peo-
ple’s business. Instead of being bogged 
down with divisive, political show 
votes, we have tackled tough chal-
lenges—including numerous challenges 
that have plagued this body for many 
years—and we have delivered results, 
usually with a strong bipartisan major-
ity, which I find to be very heartening. 

I am pleased to say this new trend to-
ward efficiency and bipartisan success 
has been evident in the Senate Finance 
Committee, which I have been privi-
leged to chair since the 1st of January 
this year. I would like to take some 
time to pay tribute to my colleagues 
on the Finance Committee and the suc-
cesses we have enjoyed this year. I will 
start with the basics, just some top- 
line numbers. 

In 2015, the Finance Committee held 
30 full committee hearings to discuss 
various legislative efforts, conduct 
oversight of the administration, and to 
question executive branch nominees. 
There were also two subcommittee 
hearings. We convened 10 separate 
markups to consider and report legisla-
tion and nominations. 

Let’s dig a little deeper with the 
numbers. In terms of legislation, the 
Finance Committee moved at a his-
toric pace in 2015, considering and re-
porting 37 individual bills. Those are 
more bills than the committee re-
ported in the past four Congresses com-
bined and more than any single Con-
gress in the last 35 years. I just have to 
reiterate that I am not comparing 2015 
to any single previous year. I am com-

paring it to the entirety of past Con-
gresses. We have moved more legisla-
tion in just 1 year than the Finance 
Committee has in any entire Congress 
in the past three and one-half decades. 

Even more striking is the fact that 
every one of the 37 bills we reported 
this year enjoyed overwhelming bipar-
tisan support in the committee. So far, 
9 of those 37 reported bills have been 
signed or incorporated into law, and 
several more are likely to get there be-
fore the end of this week. In addition, 
three other bills that came through the 
Finance Committee were discharged 
and subsequently signed into law. 

However, while these raw numbers 
may be impressive, they only tell part 
of the story. If we take the time to 
delve into the specifics of our efforts on 
the Finance Committee, we will see 
that we have actually enjoyed signifi-
cant successes in each of our major 
areas of jurisdiction, including tax, 
trade, health care, Social Security, and 
oversight. I have often spoken about 
many of our individual achievements 
on the Senate floor, but I think they 
deserve another mention today. 

Trade. I will start by talking about 
our efforts with regard to international 
trade policy. We began 2015 with a de-
sire to advance a bold and ambitious 
trade agenda that would update our 
trade laws for the 21st century global 
economy and set the stage for Amer-
ican leadership in the international 
marketplace. By any measurable 
standard, our efforts have been a 
smashing success. The centerpiece of 
our trade agenda was the legislation to 
renew trade promotion authority, or 
TPA. Prior to this year, it had been 
nearly three decades since a TPA bill 
was fully considered and reported out 
of the Senate Finance Committee. Our 
TPA bill received a strong bipartisan 
vote in the committee and another one 
on the floor. Actually, to be precise, we 
had to pass it twice in the Senate, with 
similar results on both occasions. 

This legislation put in place strong 
negotiating objectives to ensure our 
negotiated trade agreements reflect 
the collective will of Congress. It also 
empowered our negotiators to reach 
the best deals possible by providing a 
path to getting fair up-or-down votes 
for future trade agreements, giving our 
trading partners the assurances they 
need to put their best offers on the 
table. I don’t want to go into too much 
detail today about any specific trade 
agreements that may or may not make 
their way to Congress in the future. I 
just want to point out that the Finance 
Committee’s TPA bill—now a law—will 
ensure that we have all the informa-
tion we need to make an informed deci-
sion on any agreement that Congress 
has the ultimate say over whether any 
agreement enters into force. 

In addition to TPA, the Finance 
Committee developed legislation to 
renew some of our most vital trade 
preference programs, including pref-
erences for Haiti and countries in Sub- 
Saharan Africa and the Generalized 

System of Preferences, or GSP, Pro-
gram. These programs are key tools in 
our arsenal for assisting developing na-
tions and providing important benefits 
for job creators and consumers here at 
home. The preference bill was signed 
into law after getting a near-unani-
mous vote in both the House and the 
Senate. 

We also crafted the Trade Facilita-
tion and Trade Enforcement Act, a bill 
which will, among other things, au-
thorize the Customs and Border Pro-
tection agency and update our proc-
esses and standards for enforcement at 
our borders, most notably with regard 
to the protection of intellectual prop-
erty rights, an issue that has long been 
of particular interest to me. 

This legislation also had a lot of sup-
port in the Senate and in the House. 
The conference committee, which I 
chaired, charged with reconciling the 
differences between the House- and 
Senate-passed versions of the bill, filed 
its report just this last week. My hope 
is that we will consider and pass this 
conference report as soon as possible. 

International trade is a key element 
of a healthy U.S. economy. We have 
made great strides toward promoting 
trade and improving global trade 
standards already this year—and hope-
fully we will be able to make a few 
more in the very near future. 

Entitlement reform. The Finance 
Committee has also enjoyed significant 
success when it comes to entitlement 
reform, which I think has surprised 
many people around here. For years— 
decades even—we were told that bipar-
tisan entitlement reform was impos-
sible. The political stakes, according to 
the naysayers, were far too high. The 
parties and stakeholders, they said, 
were too entrenched. 

Yet, in 2015, we have successfully en-
acted significant reforms to our two 
most ‘‘untouchable’’ entitlement re-
form programs: Medicaid and Social 
Security. 

In April, Congress passed, and the 
President signed, legislation originally 
drafted and reported out of the Finance 
Committee in late 2014 to repeal and 
replace the Medicare sustainable 
growth rate—SGR—formula. Although 
it has been a little while since the bill 
passed, I think we all remember the 
periodic scramble to find short-term 
offsets to patch the SGR and kick the 
can even further down the road. It was, 
quite frankly, an embarrassment we 
forced ourselves to endure year after 
year and a prime example of govern-
ment ineptitude and our apparent in-
ability to do anything in Congress to 
fix it. 

That all changed this year with the 
passage of the committee’s legislation, 
which not only reformed Medicare in 
terms of the SGR but also featured 
cost-saving measures within the under-
lying program. These included a limi-
tation on so-called Medigap first-dollar 
coverage, more robust means testing 
for Medicare Parts B and D, and pro-
gram integrity provisions that have 
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strengthened Medicare’s ability to 
fight fraud. 

While we are on the subject of Medi-
care reform, I will mention that the Fi-
nance Committee also reported the 
Audit and Appeals Fairness, Integrity, 
and Reforms in Medicare—or AFIRM— 
Act earlier this year. This bipartisan 
bill is designed to address the already 
massive backlog of Medicare audit ap-
peals while also allowing for increased 
efforts to improve program integrity 
and reduce improper payments out of 
the Medicare trust fund. It will make 
life much easier for both Medicare 
beneficiaries and their doctors who, 
under the status quo, wait, on average, 
a year and a half before an appeal is 
processed and they are able to know for 
sure whether their claims will be cov-
ered or if they will be paid for the serv-
ices they perform. 

In addition to these steps forward on 
Medicare, Congress also passed—as 
part of the recent budget and debt-ceil-
ing bill—legislation to reform the So-
cial Security Disability Insurance Pro-
gram, or SSDI, and to prevent benefit 
cuts looming in the not-too-distant fu-
ture. 

Congress knew for years that the 
SSDI trust fund would be exhausted in 
2016 and did little to address it. Despite 
my pleas and those of a handful of oth-
ers, they did little to address it. I 
might add that for the Obama White 
House and our friends on the other side 
of the aisle to engage on this issue, it 
took some time. Facing the prospect of 
across-the-board benefit cuts for all 
SSDI beneficiaries, the Finance Com-
mittee developed proposals to extend 
the life of the trust fund and put in 
place needed reforms to the SSDI Pro-
gram itself. Most of these proposals 
were included in the final legislation. 

While, admittedly, these reforms are 
not the fundamental changes both the 
SSDI Program and Social Security 
more broadly need to be sustainable for 
future generations, they represented a 
very real first step toward that long- 
term goal and are the most significant 
changes to any Social Security Pro-
gram enacted in the past three decades. 

Clearly, much more work needs to be 
done to put both Medicare and Social 
Security on firm fiscal footing. The 
same is true of Medicaid and other en-
titlement reforms. Still, the steps Con-
gress took this year toward fixing 
those programs were the biggest we 
have taken in a long time. I am pleased 
to acknowledge that the efforts that 
led to those steps began in the Senate 
Finance Committee. 

Highways and Infrastructure. One of 
the biggest and greatest successes we 
have had in the Senate this year was 
the passage and enactment of a long- 
term extension of the highway trust 
fund. The final highway bill, which we 
passed a few weeks ago, provides 5 
years of continuous highway funding, 
the longest extension of transportation 
funding since 1998 and one of the long-
est since the Reagan years. 

Prior to this year, the typical cycle 
for funding highways went something 

like this: Step 1, leaders of Congress 
recognize and acknowledge a near-term 
exhaustion of highway funding. Step 2, 
those same leaders work with the rel-
evant committee chairmen to cobble 
together enough offsets to pay for a 
short-term extension, usually some-
where between 6 and 18 months. Step 3, 
Congress passes a short-term extension 
with little fanfare and absolutely no 
celebration. Step 4, every Member of 
Congress spends the next 6 to 18 
months complaining about this proc-
ess. Step 5, start again at Step 1. 

Thankfully, we broke that cycle this 
year. We began with a goal to provide 
the longest extension possible. I was 
determined to do all I could to find a 
way out of this rut, which is why I be-
lieved we had to think a little outside 
the proverbial box and look everywhere 
for potential offsets. 

Generally speaking, the Finance 
Committee is responsible for the fi-
nancing title of any highway bill that 
goes through the Senate. Usually, we 
focus on areas within our jurisdiction 
as we search for offsets. But over the 
years, those resources became harder 
and harder to come by, requiring us to 
look elsewhere. 

The committee spent weeks exam-
ining numerous options and alter-
natives. Many thought we could not 
come up with much more than just one 
1 or 2 years. Eventually, we were able 
to present our distinguished majority 
leader with a list of potential offsets 
that could provide funding for a long- 
term highway bill without raising 
taxes or increasing the deficit. 

That list we came up with on the Fi-
nance Committee, in large part, formed 
the basis of the long-term highway bill 
that we passed earlier this month, 
which has provided much needed cer-
tainty for our States as they plan and 
complete highway projects, preserving 
jobs and stimulating growth in our 
economy. That long-term Transpor-
tation bill was, after all, a win for good 
Government and for bipartisanship in 
Congress. To a lesser but not insignifi-
cant extent, it was also a win for the 
Senate Finance Committee. 

Tax. The committee also took impor-
tant steps toward fixing our Nation’s 
Tax Code in 2015. From the beginning 
of the year, the Finance Committee 
began considering and reporting bipar-
tisan tax legislation aimed at specific 
needs for our country. For example, in 
January, we reported the Hire More 
Heroes Act, which relieves small busi-
nesses of burdensome ObamaCare man-
dates that made it harder for them to 
hire veterans. This legislation was 
signed into law in July. 

In February, we held a markup to 
consider 17 separate tax bills, all of 
them bipartisan, all of which passed 
without objection through the com-
mittee. To date, two of those bills have 
become law, and, hopefully, before we 
adjourn this week we will pass legisla-
tion that incorporates at least 11 more. 

Adding those 11 bills to the Finance 
Committee total, 20 of the 37 bills we 

reported will have been signed into 
law. That is a pretty good batting aver-
age, and when you include the bills we 
discharged from the committee, the 
grand total comes to 23 separate bills 
out of our committee signed or incor-
porated into law—not bad for a year’s 
work. 

In addition, at the beginning of the 
year, we launched five separate tax re-
form working groups in an effort to ad-
vance the larger tax reform conversa-
tion. These working groups, each of 
them cochaired by a Republican and a 
Democrat, spent months examining 
various areas of the Tax Code, listening 
to stakeholders and learning the var-
ious pressure points and tradeoffs that 
come with any significant changes to 
our tax laws. This past summer, each 
of the five groups released a report de-
tailing their findings, outlining reform 
opportunities, and acknowledging 
areas of likely disagreement. 

I am not naive. I know that tax re-
form, whenever it happens, will be a 
long, difficult process. However, I be-
lieve the effort our committee mem-
bers put in with these working groups 
will make a difference in how that 
process plays out and how the tax re-
form debate unfolds in the future. 

While these are important steps for 
tax policy and tax reform, I am hoping 
that we can take an even larger step 
before we adjourn for the year. Earlier 
this week, leaders and tax writers in 
both the House and Senate, and from 
both parties, reached an agreement on 
legislation that would provide signifi-
cant tax relief for millions of families 
and job creators around the country. 
We would do so mostly by unwinding 
the near-annual tradition of extending 
expired tax provisions. 

Like the SGR and highway funding, 
the periodic tax extenders exercise has 
been a constant source of consterna-
tion around here, with a new cliff or 
crisis developing with any hint that ex-
piring provisions would be not be ex-
tended. Sometimes we haven’t ex-
tended them. And, of course, the whole 
ordeal has been further evidence that 
Congress is incapable of making tough 
choices in order to govern more effec-
tively—at least in the minds of some. 

The bill we unveiled this week— 
which the House passed earlier today 
with an overwhelming bipartisan 
vote—would change that dynamic by 
making many of the most important 
consequential tax provisions perma-
nent, significantly relieving the ongo-
ing extenders pressure, and allowing 
for a more sensible approach to tax pol-
icy. I spoke about this legislation at 
length on the floor yesterday. 

Permanent tax policy, such as the 
kind we would achieve in our bill, 
means more certainty for taxpayers: 
individuals, families, and businesses. It 
means an improved revenue baseline 
for future tax reform efforts. More 
than anything, it means tax relief for 
hardworking taxpayers, to the tune of 
about $680 billion over 10 years. 

We moved this effort forward on the 
Finance Committee in July when we 
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marked up the so-called extenders 
package, taking note of Senators’ pri-
orities and desires for long-term solu-
tions and setting the stage for a real 
discussion about permanence. We took 
that momentum into the bicameral, bi-
partisan negotiations, and, ultimately, 
the bill reflects many of the pref-
erences expressed in the committee. 

Our bipartisan tax bill also contains 
a 2-year moratorium on the medical 
device tax under ObamaCare, some-
thing that has been very harmful to 
our medical device industry. We will 
look at that in 2 more years. For years 
now, we have seen support grow on 
both sides of the aisle for repealing this 
horrendously misguided tax, the med-
ical device tax. It has been a top pri-
ority of mine since the day ObamaCare 
was signed into law. Other Members of 
the Finance Committee have led on 
this issue as well, and one way or an-
other we are going to get it done. For 
now, we have a good first step: a bill 
crafted by both parties to suspend the 
tax for 2 years. 

Two similar suspensions of 
ObamaCare taxes are included in the 
Omnibus appropriations bill, including 
a 2-year delay of the so-called Cadillac 
tax—which is just a massive middle- 
class tax hike disguised as a tax hit on 
the rich—and a 1-year moratorium on 
the health insurance tax. 

In other words, on top of permanence 
in the Tax Code and relief for tax-
payers across the country, we have bi-
partisan agreement to delay or suspend 
some of the more harmful elements of 
the Affordable Care Act. It is not a bad 
way to end the year, if you ask me. Of 
course, now we have to pass these bills. 
In a day or so, I think we will. 

Health Care and Human Services. Let 
me move on to another important area 
of our committee’s jurisdiction: heath 
care and human services. We have been 
very active in the Finance Committee 
in this space as well. Most recently, we 
worked with our colleagues on the 
Budget and HELP Committees to put 
together the reconciliation legislation 
repealing ObamaCare, which, after it 
passed in the Senate, paved a way to-
ward finally putting a repeal bill on 
the President’s desk. This is a key 
promise for congressional Republicans, 
one that we delivered on just a few 
short weeks ago. 

In June, the Finance Committee held 
a markup where we considered and re-
ported 12 separate health care bills rep-
resenting a number of priorities for our 
committee Members on both sides of 
the dais. In keeping with the ongoing 
trend for 2015, all of these bills had 
overwhelming bipartisan support. So 
far, three of these bills have been 
signed into law. 

In addition to these successes, the Fi-
nance Committee has spent 2015 en-
gaged in some very important ongoing 
efforts that we believe will yield re-
sults in the near future. One of those 
efforts is to improve Medicare services 
for patients living with chronic ill-
nesses. We held two hearings this year 

to examine this issue. We sought and 
received the advice and recommenda-
tions of various stakeholders and have 
released those recommendations to the 
public. 

The committee’s efforts on chronic 
care reflect a bipartisan desire to sig-
nificantly improve the quality of care 
for Medicare patients at greater value 
and lower cost, without adding to the 
deficit. This work will go on into next 
year as we continue to review and ana-
lyze proposals with an aim toward de-
veloping bipartisan legislation. 

Another one of our ongoing efforts 
has been to improve our Nation’s foster 
care system. This year, we held two 
hearings related to this topic—one on 
group homes and another on preven-
tion. Last month, utilizing what we 
learned in these hearings and with 
input from numerous stakeholders, 
Ranking Member WYDEN and I reached 
an agreement on legislation that we 
called the Family First Act, which will 
increase the availability of prevention 
services to allow children at risk of 
going to foster care to remain safely at 
home and to reduce the reliance on 
group homes for children under the fos-
ter system. 

As we all know, entering the foster 
care system can be particularly trau-
matic for a child. Over the years, we 
have seen ample evidence suggesting 
that placement in group homes signifi-
cantly increases children’s risks and 
potential for victimization. Our bill 
would give States greater flexibility, 
with the goal of keeping children with 
family members and ending the over-
reliance on group homes. 

The Family First Act is supported by 
advocates and stakeholders across the 
country. We hope to mark up and re-
port this bipartisan legislation early in 
the new year. 

I also need to acknowledge our com-
mittee’s oversight efforts. We have 
been anxiously engaged in numerous 
efforts on the Finance Committee to 
shine a light on government failures 
and overreach, as well as some poten-
tially corrupt practices in the private 
sector. Most notably, this summer we 
concluded our investigation into the 
IRS’s targeting of conservative groups. 
This was the only bipartisan investiga-
tion into this scandal, and our report, 
which was roughly 5,000 pages long, 
provided the most detail yet about 
what went on at the IRS and the extent 
of incompetence and bad decision-
making that led to those unfortunate 
events. In addition, the report provided 
numerous recommendations for im-
provement at the IRS and in a number 
of ways set the stage for consideration 
of legislation to reform that agency’s 
operations. 

In addition to the IRS report, the 
committee has provided the most rig-
orous and extensive oversight of the 
implementation of the so-called Afford-
able Care Act, revealing many of its 
fundamental flaws and uncovering a 
number of failures and missteps on the 
part of this administration. This has 

included, for example, an exhaustive 
look at the ObamaCare co-ops, which 
in recent months had been failing at an 
alarming rate at the cost of billions of 
dollars in taxpayer funds. Needless to 
say, we haven’t taken our eyes off of 
ObamaCare. 

The committee has also been con-
ducting ongoing investigations and 
oversight into the questionable con-
tracting practices within the Depart-
ment of Treasury. We have taken a 
good, hard look at the tax return prep-
aration industry and practices that 
have led to stolen identification and 
tax refund fraud. In fact, our investiga-
tion has already led to new practices at 
the IRS and within the industry aimed 
at reducing instances of this terrible 
crime. 

This is just a small snippet of our 
oversight efforts over the past year. 
The Finance Committee, given its mas-
sive jurisdiction, has always had a rep-
utation for aggressive oversight, and 
we have continued that tradition, and 
then some, in 2015. 

Finally, I just want to remark on one 
more of our ongoing efforts—I suppose 
you could put this one in the miscella-
neous or multidiscipline file—with re-
gard to the looming debt crisis in Puer-
to Rico. We have taken a close look at 
this issue in the committee, and we 
even held a hearing on it. Along with 
the leaders on the Judiciary and En-
ergy and National Resources Commit-
tees, we have introduced legislation 
that—using the limited information we 
currently have about Puerto Rico’s dis-
mal predicament—would improve the 
island’s finances and economy by pro-
viding responsible tax relief and transi-
tional assistance to the territory’s gov-
ernment. 

In addition, we worked to get a provi-
sion in the Omnibus appropriations bill 
that authorizes the Treasury Depart-
ment to provide Puerto Rico with tech-
nical assistance, including help with 
budgeting, forecasting, cash manage-
ment, fiscal planning, improving tax 
collections, and the like. 

This is something we are going to 
have to continue to work on, and in the 
coming weeks and months the Finance 
Committee will continue to consider 
various proposals—including the bill 
we introduced last week—aimed at 
helping the people of Puerto Rico. 

By the way, we challenged Puerto 
Rico to give us audited financials so 
that we could really work on this 
under the best possible terms. I intend 
to see that we help Puerto Rico, and 
hopefully we can do that. We have now 
provided them the means so that they 
should be able to carry on through next 
February, and hopefully during that 
time we will come up with some solu-
tions that make sense not only to 
Puerto Rico but to our taxpayers and 
others. 

As you can see, we have been very 
busy and effective in our corner of the 
Senate thanks to the diligent efforts of 
all of our Finance Committee mem-
bers. I have had the privilege of serving 
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as chairman of this committee during 
such an eventful and productive time 
with so many committed and honor-
able Members of the Senate on both 
sides of the aisle. 

I, of course, have to thank Ranking 
Member WYDEN for his work on the 
committee. He has been a valuable 
partner, and at every step of the way, 
he has worked hard to ensure that all 
of the committee’s efforts were bipar-
tisan. He has played a huge leadership 
role in almost all of the successes I 
have mentioned here today. 

I also wish to thank the other mem-
bers of our committee. If you look 
down the Finance Committee roster, 
you will see—from top to bottom— 
every member has a reputation for 
working hard and achieving results. On 
the Republican side, we have Senators 
GRASSLEY, CRAPO, ROBERTS, ENZI, COR-
NYN, THUNE, BURR, ISAKSON, PORTMAN, 
TOOMEY, COATS, HELLER, and SCOTT. 
They are good people who are working 
in the best interest of this country. For 
the Democrats, we have Senators SCHU-
MER, STABENOW, CANTWELL, NELSON, 
MENENDEZ, CARPER, CARDIN, BROWN, 
BENNET, CASEY, and WARNER. And, of 
course, we have Senator WYDEN. And 
you can also include me in there. Every 
one of these members has played a key 
role in our success on the Finance 
Committee, and I am very grateful to 
have the opportunity to work with 
them all. 

I don’t want this to sound like a fare-
well speech. I don’t want anybody to 
think that with all this gushing and all 
these thank-yous, we are nearing the 
end of anything. Last time I checked, I 
will still be the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee in 2016 and we are 
still going to have this great group of 
Senators serving on the committee. 
Most significantly, our Nation will still 
be facing a number of important chal-
lenges in the coming year. We can’t 
and we won’t be sitting on our laurels 
in 2016. 

While I am pleased to have this op-
portunity today to take a short trip 
down memory lane, everyone both on 
and off the Finance Committee should 
be prepared: We are just getting start-
ed. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana. 
Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, as 

always, it is an honor to follow my 
good friend, the President pro tempore, 
Senator HATCH from Utah, who has 
done such an extraordinary job rep-
resenting his State and our country for 
so many years. 

f 

IRAN BALLISTIC MISSILE TESTS 
Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, in 

just the past 10 weeks, Iran has con-
ducted two ballistic missile tests. 
These tests are a direct violation of the 
United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1929. Despite this flagrant viola-
tion, the U.N. has not taken collective 
action to enforce U.N. Resolution 1929 
with increased sanctions against Iran. 

Applying sanctions against Iran in 
response to ballistic missile testing 
would not violate the Iran nuclear 
agreement negotiated earlier this year. 
New sanctions for this type of behavior 
are not only allowed under the terms of 
that agreement, in fact, it is critical to 
the agreement’s success that the 
United States be willing to respond to 
Iran’s bad behavior. In the face of inac-
tion by the international community, 
it is critical that the United States 
take the lead in sending a message to 
Iran that their inflammatory actions 
have consequences, whether under the 
nuclear deal, U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1929, or other U.S. sanctions 
regimes. 

As ranking member of the Senate 
Armed Services Strategic Forces Sub-
committee, I work year-round with my 
colleague Senator JEFF SESSIONS to 
oversee the U.S. nuclear arsenal, our 
nonproliferation programs, and also 
our missile defense posture. I have long 
been an advocate for robust, effective 
missile defense programs against both 
global and regional threats. While I 
firmly believe those systems are an ab-
solute necessity in the face of evolving 
threats from places such as North 
Korea and Iran, I also believe they are 
our last line of defense, not our first. 
Today, thankfully, some of those on 
the frontlines of the fight against 
Iran’s ballistic missile program are 
also in the State Department and the 
Treasury Department. 

I speak today to call on the adminis-
tration—if the international commu-
nity will not act together—to take uni-
lateral action readily available to 
them under current law to respond de-
cisively to Iran’s ballistic missile tests. 
The administration has made clear 
that the United States reserves the 
right under the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action to take action through 
our sanctions tools in response to 
Iran’s support for terrorism, its human 
rights abuses, its illegal arms traf-
ficking, and its ballistic missile pro-
gram. It is time to back up those words 
with decisive and specific action. 

f 

NOMINATION OF ADAM SZUBIN 
Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, in 

addition, I can’t speak today without 
also raising my deep concerns and in-
creasing disappointment that the Sen-
ate continues to senselessly delay the 
confirmation of Adam Szubin as Treas-
ury’s Under Secretary for Terrorism 
and Financial Crimes. Mr. Szubin has 
an impeccable record across both Re-
publican and Democratic administra-
tions for combating terrorist financing 
and overseeing our sanctions against 
foreign adversaries. He is one of the 
best tools in our toolbox against the 
likes of Iran, ISIS, and Al Qaeda. Yet, 
despite glowing praise from both sides 
of the aisle, week after week, month 
after month, Mr. Szubin’s confirmation 
remains in limbo. 

This Sunday will mark the 7-month 
anniversary of Mr. Szubin’s nomina-

tion. In those 7 months, we have 
watched ISIS spread across Iraq, Syria, 
and beyond. We have seen Iranian 
funds and weapons continue to flow to 
terrorists across the Middle East. We 
have witnessed the tragic attacks in 
Paris, San Bernardino, and elsewhere. 

In an acting capacity, without hav-
ing received the full support of the U.S. 
Senate, Mr. Szubin’s status and stature 
is undermined when he travels abroad 
to persuade allies to cooperate with us 
in the fight against terrorism and espe-
cially in efforts to go at one of the ter-
rorists’ Achilles heels: their funding 
sources. 

Seven months is too long. Both of 
Mr. Szubin’s recent predecessors were 
approved over a much shorter period of 
time. One was approved in just 3 weeks. 

So with the same urgency that I 
would ask the international commu-
nity to act collectively—and failing 
that, the administration to unilater-
ally sanction Iran for its flagrant vio-
lation of Resolution 1929—I also urge 
the Senate to take immediate action 
to confirm Mr. Szubin for a post vital 
to our national security and one for 
which he is eminently qualified. 

I yield back. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PUERTO RICO 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, a num-
ber of my colleagues will be coming to 
the floor in just a while to talk about 
the crisis that is going on in the island 
territory of Puerto Rico. Remember, 
Puerto Rico is a territory. Its citizens 
are U.S. citizens, and we often forget 
that, particularly as they are now fac-
ing economic challenges that are grow-
ing worse by the day. 

Although we just had an opportunity 
in the Omnibus appropriations bill to 
address Puerto Rico’s fiscal crisis, it 
appears that Congress is going to go 
home without having done the bare 
minimum for Puerto Rico. In the 
meantime, Puerto Rico is going to 
start the New Year on the verge of de-
fault as the Governor faces the trou-
bling choice of whether to pay for es-
sential public services or make a $1 bil-
lion debt payment to Wall Street credi-
tors. The public services include those 
for health, fire, police, water, et cetera, 
versus paying the bonds that are com-
ing due. 

Many of us have been urging our col-
leagues for months—Senator DURBIN, 
Senator CANTWELL, Senator SCHUMER, 
and myself—to meaningfully address 
this fiscal crisis by providing Puerto 
Rico with the same debt restructuring 
authority that is available to any 
other State under chapter 9 of the 
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Bankruptcy Code. This is the authority 
that Puerto Rico had until it was 
taken away by Congress without any 
explanation 30 years ago. 

That is why I have joined Senator 
CANTWELL, who is here, and Senators 
SCHUMER and BLUMENTHAL, in intro-
ducing legislation that would allow 
Puerto Rico’s municipalities and pub-
lic corporations to restructure its debt 
under the watchful eye of the Federal 
bankruptcy judge. 

This is not a bailout. Providing Puer-
to Rico with an opportunity to orderly 
manage its debt as we do for every 
State under chapter 9 of the bank-
ruptcy laws costs the Federal Govern-
ment nothing. It also prevents Puerto 
Rico from having a drawn-out battle 
with bond holders following a potential 
default. Yet nowhere in the Omnibus 
appropriations bill, where we have a lot 
of other stuff—nowhere in the omnibus 
appropriations bill—is there anything 
to give Puerto Rico the legitimate or-
derly process of chapter 9 in bank-
ruptcy that it needs. There are a few 
provisions to help Puerto Rico’s hos-
pitals, but even they don’t go far 
enough. 

It deeply troubles me that we will 
celebrate the holidays knowing full 
well that there is so much more that 
the Congress could have done. 

I would like to put this in perspec-
tive. Just a few weeks ago we met with 
a group of Floridians who were here for 
the National Day of Action for Puerto 
Rico. What they describe—and what 
this Senator has seen in a visit to 
Puerto Rico and the government in 
San Juan a month ago—is a humani-
tarian crisis due to the crushing gov-
ernment debt, a failing economy, and a 
growing poverty. 

What is the result? Thousands of 
Puerto Ricans—U.S. citizens—are com-
ing to my State. They are certainly 
welcome, but these are often the very 
talented, educated people that are so 
desperately needed for the well-being 
of the population on the island. Some 
that come are fortunate to move in 
with relatives. Others are living in mo-
tels. Others are even living out of their 
cars. A lot of them come to central 
Florida to the metro Orlando area, 
where there is a huge Puerto Rican 
population. What we see in the discrep-
ancy and the economic despair that is 
happening on the island is absolutely 
heartbreaking. How in the world can 
we fail our fellow Americans like this? 

Notice who have been the most cou-
rageous in the military? It has often 
been the soldiers who are Puerto 
Rican. These Americans have contrib-
uted to the diverse fabric of our coun-
try, and they proudly serve in so many 
Federal responsibilities, including our 
military. We should be doing all that 
we can to provide them with the tools 
they need—the financial tools Puerto 
Rico needs to emerge from its current 
economic challenges—and debt restruc-
turing authority is one of those things. 

I want to urge our colleagues, since 
we didn’t get it into the omnibus, in 

the spirit of our patriotic unity to help 
each other and that unity that binds 
all Americans, to come together and 
help Puerto Rico at this critical time. 

I see my colleague from the State of 
Washington. I appreciate the leader-
ship that she has taken. My State is 
one of the ones that is most affected. 
Her State is not as affected, and yet 
the Senator from Washington has 
stepped up and done this because she 
knows it is the right thing to do. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
look forward to hearing from the Sen-
ator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from Florida for 
coming to the floor and speaking so 
articulately about the need for help for 
Puerto Rico. His State is the most im-
pacted State in the United States when 
it comes to our policy as it relates to 
Puerto Rico. He is right that there are 
not many Puerto Ricans in the State of 
Washington. But as the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, which has ju-
risdiction for the territories, I can tell 
you territorial oversight is about giv-
ing people who are U.S. citizens fair ac-
cess to the law. If we are not going to 
help people who are U.S. citizens have 
fair access to the law, I am not sure 
why we are continuing to say that they 
are a territory of the United States of 
America. 

What we are talking about, and the 
Senator from Florida understands this, 
is if you don’t give them fair treatment 
under the law, just as we do with indi-
vidual citizens who need to reorganize 
their debt, businesses who need to reor-
ganize their debt, municipalities that 
need to reorganize their debt, or even 
the United States of America in the big 
bank bailout basically allowing a lot of 
people to reorganize their debt, then 
we won’t let the people in Puerto Rico 
come to a resolution of their debt in 
bankruptcy. It is a hypocrisy that is 
unexplainable at the moment. We 
should get to the bottom of this be-
cause we want to give fair treatment to 
Puerto Rico so they can solve their 
own problems. 

What my colleague mentioned is that 
a restructuring authority for Puerto 
Rico costs the U.S. taxpayers zero. 
Zero dollars. That is to say, we are not 
proposing, at least on our side of the 
aisle, that we give them immediate 
funds to restructure. We are simply 
saying: Give them the tools of bank-
ruptcy so they can restructure. My col-
leagues think this is important because 
we know that the mass exodus from 
Puerto Rico, which has been about 
300,000 people in the last several years, 
will continue if we don’t give them the 
tools to reorganize their debt. What 
that will mean, as the Senator from 
Florida mentioned, is that people will 
come in droves to Florida and continue 
to impact that economy by asking for 
federal social services that are capped 
in Puerto Rico. They will come to Flor-

ida and ask for those services. So the 
United States, by denying Puerto Rico 
the bankruptcy tools, actually will be 
impacted economically. Some people 
have estimated the impact will be as 
much as $10 to $20 billion over a 10-year 
period of time. I would say we have a 
lot of skin in the game to get people to 
reorganize this debt. 

Many newspapers across the United 
States also believe that we should give 
Puerto Rico these tools to reorganize. 
In an editorial recently in the New 
York Times, which talked about the 
President’s proposal, it said: ‘‘Cru-
cially, it asks Congress to change the 
law so that Puerto Rico’s territorial 
government and municipalities can 
seek bankruptcy protection.’’ They un-
derstood this issue, as did the Wash-
ington Post when they wrote: ‘‘. . . let-
ting an impartial bankruptcy judge 
sort out the competing claims on a 
failed public entity is the fairest, most 
efficient approach; without that op-
tion, Puerto Rico has no leverage in 
debt negotiations, and litigation could 
ensue.’’ 

So there are newspapers throughout 
the United States of America that are 
looking at this issue and saying: Give 
them the ability to reorganize their 
debt. 

Why is this so important? Because 
the Puerto Rican government may de-
fault on its debt as early as January 1, 
when nearly $1 billion in payments are 
due. 

Many of us here want to see a resolu-
tion of this issue now, giving them the 
tools to avoid that. Once they default, 
the economic impact to the rest of us 
and the U.S. taxpayers will be far 
greater. Why do I say that? Because if 
you look at the inaction that takes 
place, U.S. taxpayers contribute $6.4 
billion to Puerto Rico’s annual budget, 
funding these various programs. If you 
default, that means we will be spending 
more than $6.4 billion. 

I know some of my colleagues want 
to protect the hedge funds from being a 
part of the bankruptcy reorganization. 
But, when you are protecting the hedge 
funds from being a part of the bank-
ruptcy reorganization, you are adding 
costs for the U.S. taxpayers. That is 
something we cannot afford. 

If Puerto Rico is allowed to restruc-
ture their debt, they could make these 
decisions and save us money as U.S. 
taxpayers. In the long run, as I said, it 
would prevent the mass exodus from 
the island to many other States and 
provide Puerto Rico with the tools 
they need. Yet some in Congress are 
more comfortable with inaction, which 
basically is just bad public policy. Why 
is this? Because 20 to 50 percent of the 
island’s debt is owned by hedge funds. 
These hedge funds swoop in to buy 
cheap Puerto Rican debt and are using 
their influence here in Washington, DC, 
to block Puerto Rico from access to 
bankruptcy protection that is allowed 
in other places. It is no secret that the 
solution will require sacrifice by every-
one, and that is what we want to see. If 
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Congress continues to protect these 
hedge funds and fails to act, it will be 
at both the expense of the Puerto 
Rican people, who have already suf-
fered immensely, and of the American 
taxpayer. 

Sitting by idly is not a solution. We 
should remind our colleagues that 
Puerto Rico had preexisting bank-
ruptcy authority which was taken 
away in 1984, mysteriously. Nobody 
knows why, or how, or any justifica-
tion for it. They just know that it dis-
appeared. Congress should reinstate 
that authority that was taken away. 
As the Governor of Puerto Rico said 
before the energy committee, quoting 
another leader: ‘‘Give us the tools, and 
we will finish the job.’’ 

Now is the time to act, before we see 
a greater mass exodus of people. 

This chart shows the migration be-
tween Puerto Rico and the United 
States. You see that it continues to 
grow. It has grown 500 percent in the 
last 10 years. The issue is that now gov-
ernment workers are being cut to three 
days a week, patients are waiting for 
months without basic medical care, 
hospitals are going bankrupt, and the 
health industry is about to collapse. 

On the other side of the aisle there is 
talk about the humanitarian crisis 
that might occur next year and how 
they might want to respond to it, but 
they don’t want to stand up and say to 
the hedge funds that they also have to 
take some responsibility in this issue. 
Forty-five percent of the population in 
Puerto Rico is now living in poverty, 
including 58 percent who are children. 
Unemployment is in double digits, and 
it is, if you compare it to all our 
States, very high in the ranking of 
States in the United States. As a re-
sult, 80,000 people are leaving the is-
land each year as part of a mass migra-
tion. 

So what is the solution? As we said: 
Restructure their debt; give them the 
tools to restructure their debt. It costs 
nothing to the U.S. taxpayer, saves us 
money in the long run, prevents a mass 
exodus from the island, and prevents 
more spending on Federal benefits to 
people who might migrate to the 
United States. 

We think this ought to be a lot of 
motivation to sit down and solve this 
issue today. In fact, now we are hear-
ing from different businesses, and I will 
submit one letter for the RECORD, in 
the United States that do business in 
Puerto Rico and that don’t want to 
lose their investment because they are 
so concerned about the level of collapse 
that could happen in Puerto Rico, and 
the loss of infrastructure and infra-
structure investment. 

So why do we need to continue to 
move forward? Well, inaction, basi-
cally, is to say that the hedge funds 
have won in this game. Twenty to fifty 
percent of the island’s debt is owned by 
the hedge funds, and hedge funds are 
using their influence in Washington to 
block a Puerto Rico bill from coming 
to the floor. Failure to act would be at 

the expense, as I said, of taxpayers and 
individuals. 

Just yesterday, a leader who has 
been supportive of reorganization of a 
task force in New York that was under 
a budget crisis said: ‘‘The hedge funds 
got their way in Congress.’’ That is re-
ferring to the fact that we were not 
able to get, as my colleague from Flor-
ida said, this legislation as part of the 
budget omnibus bill or other bills mov-
ing through the process. 

So now is the time to act to give 
Puerto Rico the tools. Now is the time 
for all of those who have made invest-
ments to say ‘‘we all have to come to 
the table and resolve this issue.’’ The 
longer we wait, the greater the risk for 
the United States of America—to say 
nothing of the issue of a territory that 
we lay claim to, giving them the abil-
ity to solve their problems. 

I ask my colleagues to come to a 
commonsense resolution on this issue. 
Stop protecting these hedge funds and 
start working for people who are called 
U.S. citizens. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD the 
articles and the letter I mentioned. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Washington Post, Oct. 24, 2015] 
A RESCUE PLAN FOR PUERTO RICO 

(By Editorial Board) 
There was long-overdue drama at a Capitol 

Hill hearing Thursday. We are referring, of 
course, to Treasury Department counselor 
Antonio Weiss’s testimony before the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, in which he warned of a looming 
‘‘humanitarian crisis’’ in the financially dis-
tressed commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Mr. 
Weiss’s words marked a break with the 
Obama administration’s previous low-key 
approach to the island’s debt crisis, and if he 
resorted to hyperbole to compensate for 
that, it was only slightly. Having already 
cut spending, jacked up taxes and postponed 
various bill payments, Puerto Rico is out of 
cash and facing a year-end liquidity crunch 
that could lead to a breakdown in public 
services, or even public order. 

Mr. Weiss backed up his words with the ad-
ministration’s most comprehensive policy 
proposals yet, the most important of which 
would require congressional action. Specifi-
cally, he advocated not only permitting 
Puerto Rico’s municipalities and public cor-
porations to file for bankruptcy, which 
would affect about a third of its $73 billion 
debt, but also extending the bankruptcy op-
tion to the commonwealth government 
itself. He called for a permanent fix to the is-
land’s Medicaid program, which faces crip-
pling uncertainty because of limits on fed-
eral assistance unlike those of the 50 states. 
And to address its lagging labor force par-
ticipation—a huge drag on economic 
growth—he proposed creating an Earned In-
come Tax Credit to encourage low-wage 
workers’ return to the job market. 

In short, for the first time the executive 
branch has put its weight behind solutions 
that would cost money, billions of dollars of 
it. A good benchmark would be Gov. 
Alejandro Garcia-Padilla’s projection of a $14 
billion hole in the island’s finances over the 
next five years. The administration’s plans 
for Medicaid and an EITC would put U.S. 
taxpayers on the hook. Bankruptcy would be 
the mechanism through which creditors chip 

in; an average 40 percent ‘‘haircut’’ on their 
bonds is probably in order, according to a re-
cent study by BlackRock. As the example of 
Detroit shows, letting an impartial bank-
ruptcy judge sort out the competing claims 
on a failed public entity is the fairest, most 
efficient approach; without that option, 
Puerto Rico has no leverage in debt negotia-
tions, and litigation could ensue. 

Which brings us to what can fairly be ex-
pected of the commonwealth itself. Its pre-
dicament is due to many forces beyond its 
control, starting with the anomalous semi- 
sovereign political status that traps it—like 
Greece in the European Union—in a mone-
tary union with the far larger and more com-
petitive United States. Still, Puerto Rico has 
squandered vast resources on mismanage-
ment and anti-growth policies. Therefore, it 
may appropriately be held to a structural ad-
justment program that ensures it uses fresh 
cash efficiently. For that program, in turn, 
to have credibility, it must be subject to 
oversight by a truly independent body; in-
deed, if oversight doesn’t work, nothing in 
Mr. Weiss’s plan can work, either economi-
cally or politically, since buy-in from Repub-
lican fiscal hawks is needed. Designing that 
institution is the task to which Congress, 
Puerto Rico and the administration must 
now turn in a spirit of cooperation, but also 
urgency. 

[From the New York Times, Oct. 24, 2015] 
SAVE PUERTO RICO BEFORE IT GOES BROKE 

(By the Editorial Board) 
Puerto Rico’s government is on the verge 

of running out of money. A messy default is 
in nobody’s interest, which is why Congress 
ought to move swiftly to provide the Amer-
ican territory with a way to restructure its 
huge debt and revive its economy. 

The Obama administration last week of-
fered the outline of a rescue plan to help the 
island and the 3.5 million American citizens 
who live there. The plan would impose new 
oversight on the island’s finances and expand 
access to government programs like Med-
icaid and the earned-income tax credit. Cru-
cially, it asks Congress to change the law so 
that Puerto Rico’s territorial government 
and its municipalities can seek bankruptcy 
protection. 

Political leaders in Puerto Rico and many 
financial and legal experts have been saying 
for months that the territory cannot repay 
the approximately $72 billion it owes to 
hedge funds, mutual funds and other inves-
tors. Its economy is not growing, and tens of 
thousands of residents are leaving every year 
for the mainland to look for work. More than 
300,000 have left in the last 10 years. 

Its public pension plans need a cash infu-
sion of about $44 billion. Puerto Rico has cut 
spending and raised taxes in the hope of sav-
ing itself, but that hasn’t worked, and it 
won’t work in the foreseeable future given 
the sorry state of the island’s economy. 

Bankruptcy seems inevitable. But under 
federal law, Puerto Rico’s government, its 
municipalities and its government-owned 
utilities cannot go to bankruptcy court— 
hence the administration’s request for a new 
bankruptcy process for territorial govern-
ments and a change in the law to allow Puer-
to Rican cities and public utilities to seek 
Chapter 9 protection, much as local govern-
ments like Detroit and Orange County, 
Calif., have done. 

Many investors who have lent money to 
Puerto Rico and stand to lose under any debt 
restructuring are bitterly opposed to the 
Obama plan. They say Puerto Rico can repay 
all of its debt if it tightens its belt and 
privatizes utilities and other government- 
owned businesses. Changing the law now, 
they argue, is deeply unfair. But the record 
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of what has happened in troubled countries 
like Greece is clear: Austerity policies have 
only worsened the crisis. As for the fairness 
argument, legislators change laws all the 
time to meet new circumstances. 

What investors must realize is that an or-
derly restructuring is a far better alter-
native than the long and complex legal bat-
tles that would inevitably follow a sudden 
default. American bankruptcy courts have a 
good track record of resolving complicated 
debt cases. And if, in addition to reworking 
the bankruptcy law, Congress also created 
an oversight board, as the Obama adminis-
tration recommends, investors could have 
some confidence that Puerto Rico’s politi-
cians would make needed policy changes. 

There is no doubt that Puerto Rican lead-
ers have mismanaged the island’s finances 
and economy. What’s at issue now, though, is 
not Puerto Rico’s past but its future and 
that of its inhabitants. If Congress doesn’t 
like the administration’s ideas, it needs to 
come up with its own. 

DECEMBER 9, 2015. 
Hon. PAUL RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, Washington, DC. 
Hon. MITCH MCCONNELL, 
Senate Majority Leader, Washington, DC. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
House Minority Leader, Washington, DC. 
Hon. HARRY REID, 
Senate Minority Leader, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER, LEADER PELOSI, LEAD-
ER MCCONNELL, AND LEADER REID: As senior 
executives of companies that are based in 
the U.S. mainland and that conduct exten-
sive business in the U.S. jurisdiction of Puer-
to Rico, we write to respectfully urge you to 
swiftly enact a legislative package that will 
promote economic growth and fiscal sta-
bility in the territory. 

We are extremely concerned about the sit-
uation in Puerto Rico for both humanitarian 
and business reasons. The current economic, 
fiscal and demographic crisis is harming the 
3.5 million U.S. citizens that reside on the is-
land, compromising their quality of life and 
causing thousands to relocate to the U.S. 
mainland in search of better opportunities. 
It is also hurting private sector businesses 
that manufacture products in Puerto Rico, 
depend upon Puerto Rico’s consumer base, or 
seek to contract with the central govern-
ment of Puerto Rico or its public corpora-
tions to provide public services on a more 
cost-efficient basis. 

This letter is also endorsed by the Jack-
sonville Port Authority (JAXPORT), which 
is the U.S. mainland hub for trade with 
Puerto Rico. Roughly 70% of all cargo 
shipped from the U.S. mainland to Puerto 
Rico goes through JAXPORT. This trade is 
responsible for 32,000 jobs in the State of 
Florida alone. 

We understand that the causes of Puerto 
Rico’s problems are complex and multi-
faceted. But we also believe that action by 
the federal government is essential to enable 
Puerto Rico to address these problems. 
There are many specific steps that Congress 
could take, such as (1) fully including Puerto 
Rico in the earned income tax credit pro-
gram and the child tax credit program, 
which incentivize work and spur consumer 
demand; (2) providing more equitable treat-
ment to Puerto Rico under federal programs 
like Medicaid and Medicare, which would im-
prove patient care, reduce migration, and re-
lieve the fiscal burden on the Puerto Rico 
government; and (3) providing Puerto Rico 
with state-like treatment under Chapter 9 of 
the federal bankruptcy code, which would 
help Puerto Rico manage its debt burden and 
position the island to achieve economic 
growth in the future. 

We thank you for your consideration of 
this important request. 

Sincerely, 
DANIEL DAVIS, 

President & CEO, JAX 
Chamber. 

MICHAEL G. ROBERTS, 
Senior Vice President 

& General Counsel, 
Crowley Maritime 
Corporation. 

TIM NOLAN, 
President, TOTE Mar-

itime Puerto Rico. 
BRIAN TAYLOR, 

Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Jacksonville 
Port Authority 
(JAXPORT). 

JOHN P. HOURIHAN, Jr., 
Senior Vice President 

& General Manager, 
Crowley Puerto Rico 
Services. 

THOMAS J. ALCIDE, 
President, Saft Amer-

ica. 

Ms. CANTWELL. I thank my col-
league, and I yield the floor to any of 
my other colleagues who have come to 
the floor to join us. 

The Senator from New Jersey prob-
ably has the second most, if not the 
most, number of Puerto Ricans in his 
State. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, first, 
I thank the distinguished senior Demo-
crat on the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee, which has jurisdic-
tion over the territories, including 
Puerto Rico, for her advocacy, for her 
strength of passion in this effort, and 
for her work. I also thank my colleague 
from Florida who has always joined me 
on issues on Puerto Rico and who has 
always been a strong voice for the is-
land. 

I would hope to prick the conscience 
of the Senate about the 3.5 million U.S. 
citizens who just happen to live on the 
island of Puerto Rico and to do some-
thing before this crisis transforms into 
a full-blown human catastrophe. These 
3.5 million Americans who call Puerto 
Rico home have a long history with the 
United States. Over 200,000 of them 
have served in every conflict since 
World War I and worn the uniform of 
the United States. 

Over 20,000 of them currently wear 
the uniform of the United States and 
put their lives at risk for the safety 
and security of all of us here at home. 
They are stationed across the globe. 

If you went with me—and I invite 
any colleague who wants to go to the 
Vietnam Memorial—you would see a 
disproportionate number of Puerto 
Ricans who served in the Vietnam war 
and gave their lives on behalf of the 
country. Puerto Rico is an integral 
part of America and its people are as 
American as you and I. They have full 
citizenship rights. The status of where 
they live does not alter their rights 
under the Constitution, and the fiscal 
timebomb that is waiting to explode in 
Puerto Rico is an American problem. 

In my time in the House of Rep-
resentatives, I could never believe it 

when I would have colleagues who 
asked me if they needed a passport to 
visit Puerto Rico. I thought they were 
joking, but they were serious. This is 
an American problem. 

We not only have an opportunity, but 
more importantly I think we have a re-
sponsibility to take immediate action 
to stabilize the island and give our fel-
low citizens the opportunity to fix the 
current crisis, but instead of dees-
calating the crisis, we are demagoguing 
those who are facing it. Instead of pro-
viding the tools Puerto Rico needs to 
get on the path to solvency, we are 
tying our hands behind our backs. 

So let me put this plainly and sim-
ply: Puerto Rico is getting a raw deal. 
While we dither here, the island is eco-
nomically in flames. We are about to 
spend over $600 billion in tax breaks 
but denied the earned-income tax cred-
it and child tax credit equity for Amer-
ican citizens living in Puerto Rico. We 
are about to pass a $1.1 trillion budget 
but ignored pleas on the island to re-
ceive the same chapter 9 treatment in 
bankruptcy to reorganize and restruc-
ture their debt that any State has and 
that they had at one time and was sur-
reptitiously taken out. That right that 
they had was taken out. 

As has been said by the distinguished 
ranking member, giving Puerto Rico 
back the right they had will not cost 
the American taxpayer one single 
dime. Those bottom feeders who ulti-
mately went and tried to buy enough 
bonds dirt cheap and now want to get 
paid at maximum amount, that should 
not be where the focus of the Senate is 
when it comes to these 3.5 million 
Americans. I am wondering if it was 
some other group of people, whether we 
would feel the same way. I really have 
to wonder. We are about to increase 
Big Oil’s profits by about $170 billion 
over the next decade, but we can’t do 
anything for the 3.5 million people who 
call Puerto Rico home, who are U.S. 
citizens, and who wear the uniform of 
the United States. 

I am pleased to see that the legisla-
tion will include a little piece of my 
high-tech legislation to help the hos-
pitals in Puerto Rico, but that is not 
going to do anything as it relates to 
the crisis we are facing. This crisis 
didn’t develop overnight—it was over 
several administrations—nor will it be 
fixed in a day. Governor Padilla and 
the Government of Puerto Rico have 
done everything they can to right the 
ship and restore a path to solvency. 
They have closed schools and hospitals. 
They have laid off police and fire-
fighters. They have raised taxes on 
businesses and individuals. They have 
gone beyond what any sovereign nation 
would consider doing to right the eco-
nomic status, but they are out of op-
tions. 

All the cuts and tax hikes will not 
make a dent in this crisis without the 
breathing room that restructuring au-
thority provides. That is all we are 
asking for, not a single cost to the 
American paper. This problem is not 
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going away. Mark my words, if we 
don’t act now, this crisis will explode 
into a full-blown humanitarian catas-
trophe that isn’t going to take a year 
or months. It is going to be right 
around the corner. 

It is pretty amazing that instead of 
dealing with this issue in a way in 
which we can solve it, we are basi-
cally—it is the equivalent of waiting 
for a malignant tumor to metastasize 
before we actually act on it. That is 
what we are doing. The sooner you act, 
the higher your chances of success are, 
and that is no different in the case of 
Puerto Rico. They are not asking us to 
pull them out of this hole. They are 
simply saying give us the tools so we 
can do it on our own. 

It is the same can-do spirit of the 
Borinqueneers, who served our country 
during the Korean war—an all-Puerto 
Rican division, the most highly deco-
rated in U.S. military history who said: 
Just give us the tools and we will fight 
for our Nation—or NASA engineer and 
Exceptional Achievement Medal win-
ner Dr. Carlos Ortiz Longo or the base-
ball great and philanthropist, Roberto 
Clemente. I could go on and on about 
the contributions of Americans of 
Puerto Rican descent to this country. 
Just give them the tools. 

Instead, this Congress is going to go 
home for the holidays and say to Puer-
to Rico: You get coal in your stocking, 
instead of giving them the tools to help 
them be able to face a better day. At 
the end of the day, believe me, if we do 
not act, more will come to Senator 
NELSON’s State of Florida, more of 
them will come to New Jersey, more of 
them will come to New York, more of 
them will come to Ohio, and more of 
them will come to Pennsylvania— 
which are some of the largest con-
centrations in the Nation—because 
they are U.S. citizens. When they 
come, they will have the rights to ev-
erything that every other citizen has. 

That is the reality, and I cannot 
imagine why our friends on the Repub-
lican side cannot get to the point of 
understanding that these 3.5 million 
residents of Puerto Rico are U.S. citi-
zens. They fought for their country, 
died for their country, shed blood for 
the country, have been maimed for the 
country, and yet we just can’t give 
them the tools to get themselves into 
fiscal order again. 

It is pretty amazing. It is pretty 
amazing that we will leave for the holi-
days and actually have for some—not 
for those of us on the floor—but for 
some no regret that we are leaving 
those 3.5 million U.S. citizens without 
any options. 

I don’t believe in leaving any Amer-
ican behind. That is why I have voted 
on this floor for flood damage in the 
Mississippi. That is why I voted for 
wildfires in the West, to help them be 
dealt with. That is why I voted for crop 
damage. I have been there because I be-
lieve there is a reason we call this the 
United States of America. Puerto 
Ricans, in terms of their citizenship, 

they are U.S. citizens. They deserve 
the same rights as anyone else. 

With that, I see my distinguished 
friend and colleague from Connecticut, 
who I know feels very passionately— 
the way I do—about this issue, and I 
yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
am inspired by the very eloquent words 
of my colleague from New Jersey and 
others, from Senator NELSON of Florida 
and particularly from Senator CANT-
WELL, and thank them for championing 
this cause. 

I am inspired by those words to begin 
with a story. My visit to Puerto Rico 
to the association headquarters of the 
Borinqueneers—members of genera-
tions who have fought for this country, 
veterans of our wars, who had visited 
the White House to receive the Con-
gressional Medal that we in this body 
voted to award them because of their 
service to our Nation. It was awarded 
by the President of the United States 
when they visited the White House. I 
visited them in Puerto Rico to say 
thank you and to recognize their serv-
ice. I can tell you at the White House 
and in Puerto Rico what I saw in their 
faces and heard in their voices was a 
patriotism every bit as deep and pas-
sionate as any I have heard anywhere 
in this country. Puerto Ricans are not 
only Americans, they are proud to be 
American, and we should be proud they 
are Americans because they are hard- 
working, dedicated, and they believe in 
giving back to America. 

My friend from New Jersey has said 
that Puerto Rico is receiving a raw 
deal, and he is right. It is a raw deal 
and an unfair deal because the people 
of Puerto Rico find themselves in an 
untenable financial situation in large 
part due to circumstances beyond their 
control. In fact, in some instances, ac-
tions of this very body, in tax policies 
and health care program decisions, put 
them at a disadvantage and contrib-
uted to the fiscal situation that has 
put them and their economy in free fall 
today. 

So 2.5 percent of Puerto Rico’s popu-
lation has fled the island in just the 
last year. If Puerto Rico defaults and 
that default is permitted to continue, 
the ramification of additional people 
fleeing the island and the financial 
markets feeling the effects of that de-
fault will be horrendous. 

The day of reckoning for Puerto Rico 
is inescapable. The only question is 
whether it occurs in the courts with 
endless, costly litigation that enriches 
lawyers—let’s face it, the lawyers will 
be better off if there is no orderly and 
structured process—or, when that day 
of reckoning occurs, in the bankruptcy 
courts where it can be orderly and 
structured and less costly. This body, 
the U.S. Senate, has the responsibility 
to extend to Puerto Rico the same 
treatment under Chapter 9 that any 
municipality and utility has around 
the country—nothing more, nothing 
less. 

The people of Puerto Rico are al-
ready suffering because of the uncer-
tainty of their financial situation. 
That uncertainty in turn is already 
costing them because the borrowing 
costs are rising as a disorderly default 
faces them. To simply provide more 
money is not the answer. There has to 
be a structure for orderly and planned 
payment of debts that are due. Right 
now, Puerto Rico is insolvent. It can’t 
pay its debts on time, and that is the 
definition of default. Bankruptcy is not 
a safety net. It is not a bailout. It is, in 
fact, a reckoning. 

There has been some talk here about 
who is responsible. There is no ques-
tion that some stand to profit if there 
is chaos—not just lawyers, but some of 
the financial interests who are holding 
certain of the financial instruments. 
We don’t need to name names or blame 
them. What we need to do here is to 
solve a problem and make sure that 
Puerto Rico is treated fairly and that 
it is spared this raw deal that will have 
ramifications for the entire United 
States of America—for our financial 
markets, for our communities, and for 
the people of Puerto Rico who have 
families here and who will come here 
themselves. 

I hope we will do the right thing even 
in the hours—and there are just 
hours—left before the end of this year. 
There is too much at stake for either 
partisan differences or special interests 
to dictate the result. The day of reck-
oning is here. It is just a question of 
where it occurs—in a bankruptcy court 
or in endless litigation that is costly to 
Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans and all 
Americans. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am 

happy to join my colleagues in this 
statement on the floor relative to the 
situation in Puerto Rico. I commend 
Senator CANTWELL as well as Senator 
BLUMENTHAL, who is a lead cosponsor 
of the bill that I am cosponsoring, as 
well as Senator NELSON of Florida, who 
has a special interest with so many 
Puerto Ricans in his State, and, of 
course, Senator MENENDEZ of New Jer-
sey with the same interest. I share it. 
It is a feeling that is based on some 
friendships with Members of Congress 
of Puerto Rican descent, particularly 
my friend and colleague from Illinois, 
LUIS GUTIÉRREZ, but many others, such 
as NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ and JOSÉ SERRANO 
of New York. I have served with all of 
them, and I understand the deep per-
sonal feelings they have about the situ-
ation. 

The financial crisis facing Puerto 
Rico and its 3.5 million residents who 
are U.S. citizens demands that we not 
walk away but address this in an hon-
est way. Congress is working to com-
plete its legislative business, and it is 
deeply troubling that at this point we 
are preparing to leave town without re-
solving Puerto Rico’s urgent situation. 

The challenges facing Puerto Rico 
are very serious. The island has been 
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mired in an economic recession for 
more than a decade. Their unemploy-
ment rate is nearly 12 percent and the 
poverty rate is almost 45 percent. Tens 
of thousands of Puerto Ricans are leav-
ing the island each year and, as Sen-
ator BLUMENTHAL said, 2.5 percent of 
the population left just this last year. 
That is the reality of this economic 
challenge. If we don’t help Puerto Rico 
get back on its feet, stabilize, and grow 
its own economy, the alternative, 
sadly, will be many more people com-
ing to the United States. If they wish 
to come, that is certainly their right, 
but we don’t want to force them to 
come to this country because of dire 
economic circumstances in Puerto 
Rico that can be avoided. 

The island has over $70 billion in out-
standing debt. According to Moody’s, 
this debt load is approximately 100 per-
cent of Puerto Rican’s island’s gross 
national product. Moody’s also found 
that in fiscal year 2015, the debt service 
of the territory and its agencies 
amounted to almost 40 percent of the 
revenues available to the government— 
compared to an average in most States 
of 5 percent. 

I noted an article in the Wall Street 
Journal not that long ago that quar-
reled with this 40 percent figure. They 
said it was less than half of that 
amount, and, therefore, it wasn’t a dire 
situation. Yet we had a hearing before 
the Judiciary Committee with experts 
present, and it was very clear that 40 
percent is a valid figure, not arrived at 
by political figures but by Moody’s, a 
firm that is supposed to be expert in 
reaching that conclusion. 

The Puerto Rican government was 
able to make large debt payments on 
December 1 only through some very 
contorted fiscal determinations. But 
another debt payment of $332 million 
looms on January 1, and a default is a 
real possibility. 

We had this hearing before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. It was an eye 
opener. One of the witnesses that I re-
member specifically is Richard Car-
rion, the executive chairman of Puerto 
Rico’s largest bank, Banco Popular. He 
testified that, as a banker, it was truly 
painful for him to ever talk about 
bankruptcy and not paying their debts. 
But Mr. Carrion went on to say that 
there needs to be some kind of bank-
ruptcy or restructuring regime made 
available for Puerto Rico because the 
money just isn’t there. 

If Puerto Rico goes into default, the 
ramifications are frightening. Not only 
would a default threaten the island’s 
fiscal stability, but it would also cause 
a humanitarian crisis where we have 
such a high rate of poverty. It would 
threaten access to essential services, 
such as education and even basic utili-
ties. 

It is true that there are a lot of fac-
tors that contributed to this financial 
situation, and there is no silver bullet 
to fix all of these problems. But one 
step that would certainly help is to 
allow Puerto Rico to use Chapter 9 of 

the Bankruptcy Code, and that is what 
Senator BLUMENTHAL’s legislation pro-
poses. 

About $20 billion of Puerto Rico’s $70 
billion debt is debt issued by munici-
palities and public corporations. Chap-
ter 9 creates a mechanism for a State 
to allow a municipality or public cor-
poration to restructure its debts in 
bankruptcy. This authority has been 
used over and over again, but Congress 
passed an unusual law in 1984, which no 
one has been able to explain. It con-
tained a provision that excluded Puer-
to Rico specifically from Chapter 9. No 
other State or territory was excluded 
except Puerto Rico. There is no legisla-
tive history to explain why Puerto 
Rico was singled out. 

It appears that the bar on Puerto 
Rico using Chapter 9 bankruptcy was 
either an error or it was an intentional 
discrimination against this territory 
and its 3.5 million American citizen 
residents. Either way, it is time we 
correct this inequity, if not for the 
simple fairness of the argument, then 
for the point being made by Senator 
BLUMENTHAL earlier: So many of these 
Puerto Rican residents have literally 
risked and given their lives in defense 
of the United States. There is abso-
lutely no excuse for discriminating 
against these people. 

I am a cosponsor of Senator 
BLUMENTHAL’s bill that would allow 
Puerto Rico to use Chapter 9. This 
would create a backstop to address a 
significant portion of Puerto Rico’s 
debt. 

The availability of a bankruptcy 
process would also create an incentive 
for creditors, bondholders, and others 
to negotiate voluntary restructuring. 
The option of bankruptcy helps bring 
all the parties to the negotiating table 
because typically it is a dose of reality. 

I regret that not a single Republican 
has been willing to cosponsor this bill, 
and I don’t get it. I just don’t under-
stand it. I regret that the Republican 
majority has been unwilling to bring 
the issue of Puerto Rico bankruptcy re-
form to the Senate floor. It should 
have been brought to the floor. It is 
timely, and it is important. Nobody 
wants to encourage bankruptcy, but 
the Founding Fathers recognized the 
importance of this legal option in giv-
ing individuals and institutions the 
ability to dig out of debt in an orderly 
fashion. That is why Congress’s power 
to enact bankruptcy laws was actually 
written into the Constitution. 

Furthermore, the bankruptcy process 
is well-known and understood. It is not 
a Federal bailout because it won’t cost 
the taxpayers a dime if Puerto Rico 
chooses bankruptcy. In contrast, if 
Puerto Rico defaults, we will face a 
new, uncertain future that may well 
require Federal corrective action and 
may cost money. These steps likely 
would be far more upsetting to credi-
tors and taxpayers in the United States 
than any bankruptcy process. 

We know that bankruptcy reform is 
not the silver bullet solution. There 

are other steps that should be taken 
when it comes to tax laws, health care 
reform, and fiscal oversight that would 
help Puerto Rico. But it is clear that 
Congress has to act. 

I want to commend my colleagues 
again for joining me on the floor to 
raise this important issue. We cannot 
ignore this crisis. Puerto Ricans are 
American citizens. Puerto Rico’s chal-
lenges are America’s challenges. And 
the clock is literally ticking. 

I urge my Republican colleagues to 
support Senator BLUMENTHAL. This 
modest bankruptcy reform bill will 
help us step forward to solve this prob-
lem. We need to work with the admin-
istration and with both political par-
ties to chart a fair and responsible path 
forward for Puerto Rico. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
f 

OMNIBUS AND TAX EXTENDERS 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, here we are 
again: another year of legislative dys-
function capped by an undemocratic, 
unrepublican process that uses the 
threat of another manufactured crisis 
to impose on an unwilling country the 
same broken government policies that 
have repeatedly failed the people they 
are supposed to serve. 

The bills moving through Congress 
today and tomorrow, made up of the 
omnibus spending bill and the tax ex-
tenders package, and the process that 
produced it are an affront to the Con-
stitution—to the very idea of constitu-
tionalism—and an insult to the Amer-
ican people we were elected to rep-
resent. 

I am not even talking about the sub-
stance of the bill, which is bad enough 
and which I will get to in just a mo-
ment. I am talking about the way it 
was produced. A small handful of lead-
ers from the two parties got together 
behind closed doors to decide what the 
Nation’s taxing and spending policies 
will be for the next year. Then, after 
several weeks, the negotiators 
emerged, grand bargain in hand, con-
fident the people they deliberately ex-
cluded from the policymaking process 
would now support all 2,242 pages of the 
legislative leviathan that they cooked 
up. This is not how a self-governing—or 
a self-respecting—institution operates, 
and everyone here knows it. 

The leaders who presided over these 
negotiations were elected, just like the 
rest of us, to represent the people re-
siding in their State or congressional 
district and not the entire population 
of the country. Yet they excluded 99 
percent of the country from this proc-
ess, as if their representatives are just 
partisan seals trained to bark and clap 
on cue for their leaders. 

That anyone is celebrating this bill 
as some kind of achievement is further 
evidence of how out of touch Wash-
ington has truly become. Indeed, the 
very premise of this process—that the 
established leaders of the two parties 
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can accurately and fairly represent 320 
million Americans—is itself absurd. 
This isn’t just my opinion; it is the 
opinion of the vast and bipartisan ma-
jority of our constituents. 

Seventy percent of the American peo-
ple think the country is on the wrong 
track, and Congress, for its part, is the 
least trusted institution in this coun-
try. A dwindling minority of Ameri-
cans trust the Federal Government to 
do what is right for the country. 

The country doesn’t trust us or re-
spect us. And if we pass this bill and 
assent to the secretive, undemocratic 
process behind it, we will be telling the 
country, loud and clear, that the feel-
ing is mutual. All of this is before we 
even get into the substance of this bill. 
We are being told that the omnibus and 
tax extenders grand bargain is a legis-
lative accomplishment of the highest 
order—some kind of shining example of 
what can happen when the two parties 
in Washington come to together to 
‘‘get things done.’’ In a sense, I don’t 
disagree. This bill is the textbook ex-
ample of how Washington actually 
works, and that is precisely the prob-
lem because all too often, when Wash-
ington works, it does so not for Amer-
ican families, workers, or future gen-
erations, but for political elites and the 
sprawling ecosystem of lobbyists and 
special interests that subsist on the 
Federal Government’s largesse. 

This bill is a case study of Washing-
ton’s bipartisan bargains turning into 
special interest bonanzas. Like so 
many policies that come out of Con-
gress today, the omnibus and tax ex-
tenders have something for everyone. 

Maybe you are a Puerto Rican rum 
distributor or exporter. If you are, this 
bill has you covered. It renews an un-
derhanded tax scheme whereby the 
United States imposes artificially high 
import taxes on rum from Puerto Rico 
and then sends the proceeds back to 
the island’s government. 

Perhaps you own a stable, multi-
million-dollar racehorses, or maybe a 
NASCAR speedway. In either case, you 
are in luck, too, because this bill main-
tains the profitable accelerated depre-
ciation schedules carved out in the Tax 
Code just for you. 

Maybe you run a salmon fishery and 
you are concerned about genetically 
engineered salmon cutting into your 
market share. Don’t worry, there is 
something in this bill for you, too—a 
provision that empowers the Food and 
Drug Administration to use its regu-
latory powers to block genetically en-
gineered salmon from hitting the gro-
cery store shelves. 

Puerto Rican rum exporters, race-
horse owners and breeders, speedway 
owners, salmon fishermen—this bill 
has something for everyone except for 
one group: the hard-working individ-
uals and families living in one of Amer-
ica’s forgotten communities left behind 
by Washington, DC’s, broken status 
quo. 

I will be the first to admit there are 
some laudable provisions in both the 

spending and the tax bill that make 
some important policy reforms. There 
is the 2-year moratorium on 
ObamaCare’s ill-conceived medical de-
vice tax and the defunding of 
ObamaCare’s cronyist Risk Corridor 
Program. There is the lifting of the 
government’s foolish ban on crude oil 
exports and the extension of several 
sound tax provisions that never should 
have been temporary in the first place. 
But the process has been rigged so that 
we can’t vote on these commendable 
policy reforms by themselves. In fact, 
we can’t vote for any one of these sen-
sible, positive reforms without also 
voting for each and every dysfunc-
tional, irresponsible, and unsustainable 
policy found in the 2,000-page bill—a 
bill, by the way, we received 36 hours 
ago—nor, it appears, will we have the 
opportunity to amend a single provi-
sion found within this massive legisla-
tion. 

This is a ‘‘take it or leave it’’ propo-
sition. That means no up-or-down votes 
on controversial provisions that Mem-
bers of the House and Senate as of 36 
hours ago had no idea were going to be 
in this bill. There will be no up-or- 
down vote on the President’s con-
troversial Green Climate Fund; the un-
popular and unwise cyber security 
measure; the divisive rules promoted 
by the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development; and the backdoor 
tweaks to the H–2B immigration visa 
program—all hidden within the pages 
of this bill, none of which saw the light 
of day, none of which saw committee 
action, none of which had the oppor-
tunity to be debated and discussed and 
changed, improved, amended until 36 
hours ago and still will have no oppor-
tunity to be changed, improved, or 
amended even after they hit the floor. 

We will not have a chance to add the 
priorities of the more than 500 Mem-
bers of Congress who were not in the 
negotiating room. So all Members who 
weren’t there are left out of the process 
altogether. For instance, Members of 
Congress from Western States, includ-
ing my home State of Utah, have been 
working tirelessly for months on a pro-
vision to prohibit the Bureau of Land 
Management from using government 
funds to implement the Bureau’s land- 
use plans in the nearly 67 million acres 
of sage grouse habitat situated on 
western Federal lands. 

Amendments to strike or to add 
those provisions might have succeeded 
or they might have failed, but either 
way, the American people at least 
would have known where their rep-
resentatives stood on these issues. 
With that transparency comes account-
ability, credibility, and ultimately 
trust. If the House and Senate actually 
voted for these measures as amend-
ments to the spending bill, I might not 
like it, but it would at least put the 
question back into the hands of the 
American people and their elected rep-
resentatives instead of deliberately 
taking it from them. 

Our credibility is on the line here. 
There is still time to get it back. We 

can still fix this. We can hit the reset 
button. We can pass a short-term, stop-
gap spending bill and then come back 
to this in the new year and give it the 
time it deserves, approach this with 
the kind of process for which this body 
has always up until now been known. 
Give the American people back their 
voice. Let’s keep the government fund-
ed but buy ourselves more time so that 
this can be debated, discussed, im-
proved, changed, and, where appro-
priate, amended. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
f 

OMNIBUS TAX PROVISIONS 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I wish to 
take a few minutes this afternoon to 
talk about the tax provisions in the 
agreement before us. I want to start by 
making sure that people understand 
what this is really all about. This is 
the biggest bipartisan package that 
provides real tax relief for working 
families in literally decades. It is the 
biggest anti-poverty program Congress 
has moved forward in decades. So being 
able to do all of this for working fami-
lies and help millions of Americans 
find their way out of poverty is, in my 
view, something particularly impor-
tant—the largest bipartisan tax agree-
ment in 15 years. 

I want to spend a few minutes de-
scribing how this came together, why 
it is such an important piece of legisla-
tion, and what it means for the cause 
of tax reform. 

Hundreds of thousands of Oregonians 
and millions of families across the land 
count on the child tax credit and the 
earned-income tax credit to make ends 
meet. More than 100,000 Oregon stu-
dents and millions of students nation-
wide count on the American oppor-
tunity tax credit to help them pay for 
college. These are concerns Senator 
MERKLEY and I heard directly from stu-
dents at the roundtables we held re-
cently at the University of Oregon and 
at Southern Oregon University. In my 
view, they are bedrock priorities for 
working families when it comes to 
taxes. 

Starting more than a year ago, all of 
my Democratic colleagues on the Fi-
nance Committee came together 
around the principle that when Con-
gress took up the temporary tax cuts 
known as extenders, these vital indi-
vidual tax incentives for working fami-
lies would be our special priority. If 
our colleagues on the other side in-
sisted on making certain business-re-
lated tax breaks permanent, we were 
going to make clear at every single op-
portunity that the tax cuts for working 
families and students would have to be 
made permanent as well. 

Back in 2009 when these working 
family tax cuts were actually ex-
panded, there were some Members here 
in the Senate who said they would 
never allow them to become perma-
nent. In effect, what they said is that 
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working families would get a little bit 
of relief back then in 2009 but that 
would be it for those working families. 
We said that is not good enough. We 
said that without the certainty of per-
manent extensions, too many families 
across this country would be thrown 
into the dark as the provisions expired 
over and over again. 

Advocates for those who walk an eco-
nomic tightrope, balancing their food 
against their fuel and their fuel against 
their medical care—over 130 groups 
who advocate for those working fami-
lies wrote a letter urging lawmakers to 
make the working family credits per-
manent. They said: Don’t keep those 
families guessing about their taxes; 
give them certainty and assistance on 
a permanent basis. That is what this 
package does. There is a new measure 
of certainty and predictability when it 
comes to taxes. The last tax bill in 
America passed just over a year ago. It 
had a shelf life shorter than a carton of 
eggs. What we are doing with this bill 
is providing an alternative—an alter-
native with real certainty and predict-
ability on a permanent basis. 

I see my colleague Senator BROWN 
here. He has done yeoman’s work in ad-
vocating for working families and their 
kids. I so appreciate his leadership. 

Suffice it to say that what we just 
heard from the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities is that 16 million 
Americans, including 8 million chil-
dren, will be lifted from the depth of 
poverty or out of poverty altogether in 
2018 and beyond because of this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. WYDEN. I will be happy to yield. 
Mr. BROWN. I thank the former 

chairman of the Finance Committee. 
About a year ago, when it wasn’t so 

clear at all that the earned-income tax 
credit, which, according to President 
Reagan and most Presidents of both 
parties since, has been the most effec-
tive tool to fight poverty in recent 
memory—I would also say Social Secu-
rity and Medicare, of course—what the 
earned-income tax credit, coupled with 
the child tax credit, has done is it has 
rewarded work, helped people who are 
making $9, $10, $12 an hour, sometimes 
working two jobs—it has helped lift 
them out of poverty because they sim-
ply don’t make enough money to be 
able to live a decent standard of living 
if they are making $9 an hour. 

When it wasn’t at all clear that the 
earned-income tax credit wouldn’t ex-
pire in the next couple of years, what 
Senator WYDEN did, working with a 
number of us, was he negotiated and 
basically said: Sure, we want to do 
these business tax credits or business 
tax deductions because we think this 
will help our country grow, but we 
shouldn’t give tax breaks to large busi-
nesses and leave workers behind. 

That is what this coalition did, was 
pretty much said to people here who 
haven’t always thought much about 
low-income people—frankly, we work 
around here, and if you don’t go out of 

your way to meet low-income people 
and you don’t talk to them about their 
lives, if you are not in the cafeteria— 
those people are making way too little 
money, and people here don’t know 
their names and all of that. But when 
you think about this, it makes a huge 
difference in people’s lives. 

I thank Senator WYDEN for his role in 
helping put that coalition together. 

Mr. WYDEN. Reclaiming my time, 
Mr. President, before Senator BROWN 
leaves the floor, I want to thank my 
colleague from Ohio, whose advocacy 
and constant tenacity, coming back 
again and again to talk about what 
this means for those families walking 
on what I call an economic tightrope— 
we wouldn’t be here without that advo-
cacy. 

I just learned from some of the ex-
perts in the field that altogether 50 
million Americans are going to benefit 
from the earned-income tax credit and 
the child tax credit being made perma-
nent. That is real relief on a permanent 
basis. Students will be able to count on 
the American opportunity tax credit to 
cover up to $10,000 of a 4-year college 
education. That is an awful lot of 
money they are not going to have to 
borrow. There are other important 
highlights in the package, such as per-
manent help for the commuter, perma-
nent assistance for low-income hous-
ing, permanent tax breaks to encour-
age charitable giving. That is a huge 
lifeline for places like the Oregon Food 
Bank. I was there just a few days ago, 
and I saw all those young people and 
volunteers last Saturday morning. 
They were all pitching in and packing 
fruit baskets for families to enjoy. 
They do incredible work to combat 
hunger. 

There will be 5 years of assistance for 
job seekers, including veterans, long- 
term unemployed, and people with dis-
abilities. Also, 5 years of aid is in-
cluded for hard-hit communities with 
the new markets tax credit, 5 years of 
certainty for solar and wind energy. 
This is especially important. We have 
seen the extraordinary interests in cli-
mate change. You can debate whether 
you think there is a serious problem. 
Based on the numbers from the sci-
entists at NOAA, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Agency, I know I cer-
tainly do. It is a serious problem, and 
now we have 5 years of certainty for 
solar and wind energy, which I think is 
going to make an extraordinary dif-
ference in renewable energy. 

Here is what the math of this pack-
age looks like: 40 percent of the tax 
breaks goes to families and individuals. 
That is a huge improvement over the 
typical math with these tax breaks. 
When Congress just passes the same 
old, same old set of tax extenders, as it 
has done for years, only 20 percent goes 
to families and individuals. This pack-
age doubles the percentage of families 
who will benefit as it relates to this 
particular package. 

There are clearly a number of busi-
ness-related tax cuts and, by the way, I 

think many of those make a great deal 
of sense as well. We have the perma-
nent tax break for research and devel-
opment. Thanks to the good work of 
our colleague from Delaware Senator 
COONS, it is going to be available for 
the first time on a widespread basis for 
small business and startups. It is in 
there. 

I say to the Presiding Officer—be-
cause I have been to his State—this is 
going to be a real booster shot for 
America’s innovative economy. Perma-
nent small business expensing is going 
to help a lot of employers invest, grow, 
and create new high-wage, high-skilled 
jobs for American workers. 

I have town meetings in every county 
every year in Oregon. When I drive 
through rural Oregon, I see all of those 
little businesses that in effect sell farm 
implement equipment. Last year they 
were trying to figure out what was 
going to happen with respect to the ex-
pensing rules, and then they saw it 
only lasted a few weeks. Now we have 
permanent small business expensing. 
That is going to help small employers 
in rural areas. Research and develop-
ment credits, which are permanent, 
will help small businesses in rural and 
urban areas. In many cases, it will help 
employers pay wages thanks to those 
new innovation-related programs. I 
think the tax breaks I have just men-
tioned, such as expensing for small 
businesses and permanent research and 
development breaks, ought to be the 
kind of thing that both Democrats and 
Republicans should approve. 

I want to take just a few minutes and 
talk about the impact of this legisla-
tion on tax reform. I will tell you that 
my wife always says: Don’t describe 
the Federal Tax Code in your typical 
way because you just frighten the chil-
dren, but the reality is the American 
Tax Code, overall, is just a rotting eco-
nomic carcass. It is infected with loop-
holes and inefficiencies. Now we have 
this version virus mutating and grow-
ing. This is really a mess of a system. 
What this legislation does—particu-
larly by making the breaks for working 
families and the smart policies that en-
courage business, innovation, and eco-
nomic growth in our communities, re-
search and development, and realistic 
writeoffs permanent, this is going to, 
in effect, clear the deck for tax reform. 
This lays out the opportunity by giving 
breathing room to the cause of bipar-
tisan tax reform. That is something I 
am particularly interested in because 
our colleague from Indiana, Senator 
COATS, and I have written a bipartisan 
comprehensive tax reform bill. 

What this legislation does, in terms 
of creating breathing room for tax re-
form, is it breaks the chain of just ex-
tending these tax extenders every 2 
years. What it means is that we have 
some predictability, certainty, and 
some breathing room in order to lay 
out a bipartisan comprehensive tax re-
form effort. 
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By the way, the fact is, this inversion 

virus is something that can’t be ig-
nored any longer. That alone is an indi-
cation that the Congress cannot duck 
the need to reform the Tax Code com-
prehensively. Look at those Members 
who are in key positions in the Con-
gress and have made it clear that they 
want bipartisan tax reform—both 
Democrats and Republicans. For exam-
ple, Chairman BRADY, Chairman 
HATCH, and myself, as well as a number 
of colleagues on both sides of the aisle, 
have said they want to do comprehen-
sive tax reform and want to—as I have 
described it—pass these extenders so 
we can break the chain of the every 
year or every 2 years extension. We are 
not the ‘‘extender’’ Congress. I don’t 
want us to have to come back to this 
every 2 years, doing the same old, same 
old. We can do a lot better, and this 
time we have at least laid the founda-
tion for real tax reform. 

I want to thank a number of my col-
leagues. In particular, I wish to thank 
Chairman HATCH, our committee mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle, and the 
two leaders—Leader REID and Leader 
MCCONNELL—for their efforts. We had 
an awful lot of dedicated staff people 
working on this issue. Our diligent tax 
counsel is here, Todd Metcalf. I thank 
him for his great work. Our terrific 
staff director, Josh Sheinkman, our 
chief counsel, Mike Evans, and the 
members of our tax team, Ryan Abra-
ham, Bobby Andres, Chris Arneson, 
Adam Carasso, Danielle Deraney, Kera 
Getz, Rob Jones, Eric Slack, Tiffany 
Smith, and Todd Wooten. All of them 
have worked long hours to get us up to 
this point. 

I also want to commend Liz Jurinka 
and Juan Muchado of our health staff 
because they joined a very good leader-
ship team. I must thank Senator REID’s 
chief tax aide, Ellen Doneski, Chair-
man HATCH, and his staff, led by Chris 
Campbell, Mark Prater, and Jay 
Khosla. Brendon Dunn, with Senator 
MCCONNELL’s office and George Callas 
and Chairman BRADY’s tax staff were 
instrumental. All of them came to-
gether to help us put this together. 

I now believe there is a real oppor-
tunity to use this bill as a springboard 
to real tax reform. I have written two 
bipartisan tax reform bills over the 
years, first with our former colleague 
from New Hampshire, Judd Gregg, and 
the second with our current colleague, 
Senator COATS, the distinguished Sen-
ator from Indiana. I know my wife 
would always say: I keep hearing about 
these tax reform bills, dear. Write me 
when something actually happens. 

I will tell you, I think the combina-
tion of this inversion virus—which if it 
keeps growing is going to hollow out 
America’s tax system—and the fact 
that we have brought some certainty 
and predictability to the Tax Code 
added some very sensible provisions in 
a permanent way. This really gives us 
an opportunity now. The table is set 
for real tax reform, and that is not 
something we have had before. 

I just want to close by way of saying 
that I am so honored to represent Or-
egon in the U.S. Senate. I was director 
of the senior citizens Gray Panthers for 
about 7 years before I came to the Con-
gress. I have had a lot of exciting mo-
ments in my time in public service, but 
to be part of this bipartisan legislative 
effort that provides the biggest tax cut 
for working families and the biggest 
anti-poverty plan Congress has moved 
forward in decades is particularly 
thrilling. 

I thank all of my colleagues and 
their staff who have done so much to 
make this possible. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 248 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I wish to 
address my colleagues on the National 
Labor Relations Act. It was enacted in 
1935, and that legislation exempted 
Federal, State, and local governments 
but did not explicitly mention Native 
American governments from the provi-
sions of the act. As a matter of sov-
ereignty, Indian tribes—tribes across 
the country—should be excluded from 
the provisions of the NLRB. For 70 
years, the NLRB honored the sovereign 
status, and it accorded them the rights 
they are entitled to under the Con-
stitution of the United States. 

Beginning in 2004, however, the 
NLRB reversed its treatment of tribes 
and legally challenged those tribes in 
regard to the NLRB. The Tribal Labor 
Sovereignty Act, which I introduced 
and passed in the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs in a bipartisan way, is 
simple. 

The National Labor Relations Act is 
amended to provide that any enterprise 
or institution owned or operated by an 
Indian tribe and located on tribal lands 
is not subject to the NLRA. This is not 
a labor issue. This is a sovereignty 
issue. The narrow legislation protects 
tribal sovereignty and gives tribal gov-
ernments the ability to make the best 
decisions possible for their people. This 
legislation seeks to treat tribal govern-
ments no differently than other units 
of local government, counties, and cit-
ies. As I said, this legislation not only 
passed the Senate committee, but simi-
lar legislation passed the House of Rep-
resentatives in a bipartisan vote. 

The late Senator Inouye of Hawaii 
wrote in 2009: ‘‘Congress should affirm 
the original construction of NLRA by 
expressly including Indian tribes in the 
definition of an employer.’’ 

This bill presents Congress with an 
opportunity to reaffirm the constitu-
tional status of sovereignty that tribes 
are entitled to under the supreme law 
of our land. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
220, S. 248 and that the bill be read a 
third time and passed and the motion 

to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I reserve 
the right to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I will 
briefly explain the reasons I am reserv-
ing the right to object. I, first of all, 
thank Senator MORAN. As a fellow 
member of the banking committee, 
while I disagree with him on this issue, 
we have found many things we can 
work together on, and I appreciate 
that. 

As Senator MORAN does, I strongly 
support sovereignty, as I know vir-
tually everybody in this body probably 
does. But this bill, frankly, isn’t about 
tribal sovereignty; it is about under-
mining labor law that protects the 
rights of workers to organize and col-
lectively bargain. 

We have a middle class in this coun-
try in large part because since the 
1930s—since Hugo Black sat at this 
desk and Senator Wagner sat at an-
other desk in this chamber and wrote 
collective bargaining laws—we know 
what that has done to raise wealth, not 
just for union members but for others 
also. 

This bill attempts to overturn the 
National Labor Relations Board deci-
sions that have asserted the Board’s ju-
risdiction over labor disputes on tribal 
lands. The Board methodically evalu-
ates when they do and don’t have juris-
diction on tribal lands by using a very 
carefully crafted test to ensure that 
the Board’s jurisdiction would not vio-
late tribal rights and would not inter-
fere in the exclusive right to self-gov-
ernance. We support that. 

In the June 2015 decision, the NLRB 
employed the test. They did not assert 
jurisdiction in a labor dispute on tribal 
lands. Instead, this bill is part of an 
agenda to undermine the rights of 
American workers, including the 
600,000 employees of tribal casinos. Of 
those employees, 75 percent are non-In-
dians. Courts have upheld the applica-
tion to the tribes of Federal employ-
ment laws, including the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Act, the Employment 
Retirement Income Security Act—that 
is OSHA and ERISA—and title 3 of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
ADA—all very important to protect 
people, workers, and citizens. 

In addition to harming thousands of 
already organized workers in commer-
cial tribe enterprises, casinos, and 
other things, this bill would establish a 
dangerous precedent to weaken long-
standing tribal protections on tribal 
lands. For these reasons, Mr. Presi-
dent, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I am dis-
appointed the Senator from Ohio has 
objected, and I will continue our efforts 
both in the committee and on the Sen-
ate floor to see that this legislation or 
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legislation similar to it is advanced for 
the purposes of reaffirming the con-
stitutional grant of sovereignty—the 
sovereignty of those who preceded us in 
the country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIAN PERKINS 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, on a dif-
ferent topic, just for a moment I would 
like to indicate that it is time, unfor-
tunately, for me to say good-bye to one 
of my long-time employees, Brian Per-
kins of Wichita, KS. A Kansan through 
and through is departing our staff at 
the end of the year. 

Brian came to our office when I was 
a House Member in 2009 and followed 
me here to the U.S. Senate. Among the 
issues that I consider most important 
as we try to care and work on behalf of 
Kansans and Americans are issues re-
lated to health care and issues related 
to education. Brian has been front and 
center in our office, day in and day out, 
on these issues. 

I have many wonderful and qualified 
staff members, but I think Brian is the 
role model for all of them, including 
for me. We have seen Brian time and 
again step up and act above and beyond 
the norm. In every setting he is gen-
uine, he is sincere, and he dem-
onstrates his care for Kansans in each 
and every circumstance. He is intel-
ligent and knows the details of health 
care and education law, but the com-
pelling factor about Brian is that he 
cares so much about getting it right 
and doing things for the right reasons. 

I understand there is sometimes a 
lack of appreciation by Americans 
across the country for the people who 
work here. I would exclude me and 
other Members of Congress from this 
statement, but I would think that al-
most without exception all of our staffs 
are worthy; those who work in the Sen-
ate, who work in our offices, and who 
work in committees are worthy of es-
teem and respect. These are people who 
work hard every day for a good and 
worthy cause. Most of them have an in-
terest in policy or an interest in poli-
tics and decided that Washington, DC, 
the Nation’s Capital was a place where 
they could do something for the good 
of their country. Brian exemplifies 
that. 

It is not easy to say good-bye to 
Brian. As Senators, we spend a lot of 
time with our staff. I want to express 
my gratitude to him on behalf of my 
family and me. I wish him and his fam-
ily, Beth and their children, all the 
best as they move closer to family. It 
is another attribute of Brian; I think 
he has the sense that he hates to leave, 
but he knows he has a responsibility to 
his family. That is something Kansans 
also admire and respect. 

Brian, thank you very much for all 
the hours, days, weeks, months, and 
years in which you have advanced the 
good cause of government for the peo-
ple of our State and the people of our 
country. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

Mr. SASSE. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

Mr. INHOFE. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. SASSE. Yes. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that at the conclu-
sion of the remarks by the Senator of 
Nebraska and the Senator of Georgia 
that I be recognized along with the 
Senator from New Mexico. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

EXECUTIVE OVERREACH AND THE 
SEPARATION OF POWERS 

Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, today I 
would like to propose a thought experi-
ment. Imagine if President Trump has 
been propelled into the White House 
with 300 electoral votes, having won 
mainly by the force of his personality, 
by calling BS on this town, and by his 
promise to ‘‘get things done’’ by acting 
unilaterally. 

The first 100 days are huge. He signs 
an order to turn the Peace Corps into 
stone masons to build a southern wall. 
He shutters the Department of Edu-
cation, and by Executive order, he 
turns the Department of Interior into 
the classiest oil company the world has 
ever known. 

What happens next? Would those who 
have stayed silent about Executive 
overreach over the last 7 years sud-
denly find religion? After years of leg-
islative atrophy, would Congress spring 
into action and remember its supposed 
power of the purse? 

And what about the Republicans? 
After having raged against a sup-
posedly lawless President, would they 
suddenly find that they are OK with a 
strongman President, so long as he is 
wearing the same color jersey they 
are? He may be a lawless son of a gun, 
some would say, but he is our lawless 
son of a gun. Would the end justify the 
means? 

The way Congress thinks and talks 
about Executive power over the last 
few years has almost been this sopho-
moric. It has been based overwhelm-
ingly on the party tag of whoever hap-
pens to sit in the Oval Office at any 
given moment. Republicans, Demo-
crats, us versus them—these are the 
political trenches, and the no man’s 
land lies somewhere between this 
Chamber and 1600 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, NW. When your highest objective 
is advancing partisan lines on a map, it 
is easy to forgive a President who 
oversteps his authority, so long as he is 
your guy and the one with authority is 
in your party. 

This Senator suggests that this is the 
entirely wrong way to think about this 
issue. The problem of a weak Con-
gress—which we are—and the growth of 
the unchecked Executive should be bad 
news to all of us. But more impor-
tantly than us, this should be bad news 
for every constituent who casts their 

votes for us under the impression that 
the Congress actually makes decisions 
and doesn’t just offer whiny sugges-
tions. 

The shrinking of the legislature in 
the age of Obama should be bad news 
for all of us for three reasons. First, we 
have taken an oath to defend the Con-
stitution, and the Constitution invests 
the legislature with the legislative 
powers. 

Second, the Founders’ design of 
checks and balances actually was and 
is a good idea. They were struggling to 
preserve the freedom of the individual 
and especially of the vulnerable 
against the powerful—against those 
who could afford to hire the well-con-
nected lobbyists. The Founders were 
equally afraid of the unchecked con-
solidation of power in a king or in the 
passions of a mob. They understood 
that human nature means that those in 
power will almost always try to grab 
more power, and that base reality 
hasn’t changed over the last 230 years. 

Third, under the system that is now 
emerging, the public is growing more 
and more frustrated. They think that 
most of us will be reelected no matter 
what, and they think that the execu-
tive agencies that daily substitute 
rulemaking for legislating will promul-
gate whatever rules they want, no mat-
ter what, and that the people have no 
control. People grow more cynical in a 
world where the legislators who can be 
fired—that is what elections are for— 
have little actual power and a world 
where bureaucrats, who have most of 
the actual power, cannot be fired. It is 
basically impossible for the people who 
are supposed to be in charge of our sys-
tem to figure out how they would 
throw the bums out. They ask: Where 
is the accountability in the present ar-
rangement? 

Allow me to be clear about two issues 
up front. First, this Senator believes 
that the weakness of the Congress is 
not just undesirable; it is actually dan-
gerous for America and her future. Sec-
ond, this Senator thinks so not because 
I am a Republican and we have a Dem-
ocrat in the White House; rather, I 
think this because of my oath of office 
to a constitutional system, and I will 
continue to hold this view, having 
taken this oath, the next time a Re-
publican President tries to reach be-
yond his or her constitutional powers. 
Despite these two strongly held views, 
though, in this series of addresses on 
the growth of the administrative State 
and more broadly on the unbalanced 
nature of executive and legislative 
branch relations in our time, my goal 
will not be primarily to advocate. My 
first goal is just to do some history to-
gether. 

My goal is primarily to describe how 
the executive branch has grown and 
how Presidents of both parties are 
guilty of it. But it isn’t just that Re-
publicans and Democrats are guilty of 
trying to consolidate more power when 
they have the Presidency, although 
that is true; it is a one-way ratchet. It 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:08 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G17DE6.078 S17DEPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8778 December 17, 2015 
is also true that Republicans and 
Democrats are to blame in this Con-
gress for not wanting to lead on hard 
issues and take hard votes, but rather 
to sit back and let successive Presi-
dents gobble up more authorities. 

My goal is to give all of us who are 
called to serve in this body a shared 
sense of some historical moments, how 
we got to this place where so much of 
the legislative function now happens 
inside the executive branch, and to 
convince my colleagues of both parties 
that we have to take this power back, 
regardless of who serves in the White 
House and what party they are from. 

So how did we get to the place where 
so many giant legislative decisions are 
now made inside 1600 Pennsylvania Av-
enue and in the dozens of alphabet soup 
agencies? To understand that, we have 
to look briefly at the Founders and 
what they were trying to accomplish. 
These were educated men who had 
studied all forms of government 
throughout human history. They had a 
worked-out theory of human nature. 
They knew that we are created with in-
herent dignity worthy of respect, that 
our rights come to us from God via na-
ture, and that government doesn’t give 
us rights; government is just our 
shared tool to secure those natural 
rights. At the same time they knew 
that we also have a disposition to self- 
interest and a capacity for evil. They 
observed it throughout all of human 
history, rulers trying to consolidate 
more power for their own ends, and 
this is obviously dangerous. 

One of the lessons they drew from 
their rich historical understanding was 
the importance of keeping three main 
functions of government separate. As 
Montesquieu wrote: ‘‘All would be lost 
if the same man or the same body of 
principal men, either of the nobles or 
of the masses, exercised these three 
powers: that of making the laws, that 
of executing public resolutions, and 
that of judging the crimes and disputes 
among individuals.’’ 

The separation of powers could not, 
of course, be absolute, for the branches 
had to work together, each power had 
to counterpose one another. The key 
was to divide the power among dif-
ferent institutions while ensuring that 
those institutions could act together as 
a coherent whole on the basis of what 
they call ‘‘mixed government.’’ 

The Constitution that emerged from 
the Founders’ debates and delibera-
tions intentionally enshrines the sepa-
ration of the powers, and this was a di-
rect result of the Founders’ study of 
human nature and their conclusion 
that that nature was relatively con-
stant. Men everywhere tend to aggran-
dize power and to use it for selfish 
ends. When power checks power in the 
government, the people are better pro-
tected. As Tocqueville said when he 
studied America: Their more con-
strained government leaves them more 
room for civil society. 

We have a limited government be-
cause we mean to enable nearly limit-

less—that is, more free families, more 
free inventors, more free churches and 
synagogues, more free not-for-profits, 
more free local governments, and so 
on. 

If you have to describe the essence of 
the American government in one sen-
tence, Lincoln, to paraphrase, would 
say, it is ‘‘of the people, by the people, 
and for the people.’’ Americans believe 
that we are free, endowed by our Cre-
ator with unalienable—that is un-
changeable and untouchable—rights. 
That is opposite of everything the 
world had ever held in government 
until 1776. 

This is what American 
exceptionalism means—not that there 
is something unique about Americans 
distinct from people in any other place, 
but that the American idea is premised 
on rejecting the idea that the King is 
the one who is free. The King, after all, 
had an army, and you didn’t, and he 
could use his power however he wished. 
His subjects—remember they were not 
called citizens; they were subjects— 
were dependent. If they wanted to open 
a business, to start a church, to publish 
a book, then they needed to ask the 
King for permission. All that was not 
mandatory was forbidden unless the 
King gave you an exception, unless the 
King gave you a carve-out, unless the 
King gave you a waiver. 

In America, the opposite was to be 
true. You are born free, regardless of 
where you are from or who your par-
ents are, regardless of your bank bal-
ance or the color of your skin. In 
America, if you want to preach a ser-
mon or write a piece of investigative 
journalism, if you want to say that 
your elected leaders are losers, if you 
want to invest in a new app or launch 
a nonprofit, you don’t need the King’s 
permission, for you are free. 

About 100 years ago, this idea and our 
system of separation of powers came 
under attack. There are three or four 
large reasons why the era of urbaniza-
tion, industrialization, and then pro-
gressivism and the rise of specialized 
experts called our constitutional sys-
tem of limited government into ques-
tion. We will tackle some of those top-
ics after the holidays. But for now, it is 
sufficient to say that the Presidency 
began to grow larger in the first two 
decades of the 20th century, and the 
Congress began to lose some of its pow-
ers. 

It happened because Presidents of 
both parties were willing to overreach 
and because the Congress was willing 
to underreach, to retreat from that 
field of competitive ideas, to retreat 
from our constitutional commitments. 

For every TR—Teddy Roosevelt, a 
Republican—there is an FDR, a Demo-
crat. This should not be a partisan 
issue, for both sides have been guilty of 
extensive executive branch overreach. 
Meanwhile, the professional legislators 
realized that permanent incumbency is 
easier if you cede control rather than 
lead, if you decide not to take the hard 
votes but just quietly ask the execu-

tive branch to make the decisions uni-
laterally. 

Today many in my party argue that 
no President has ever even con-
templated what President Obama regu-
larly does. That is actually not true. 
Whatever one might think of President 
Obama’s gobbling up of powers, his 
theories are not at all new. His theo-
ries date back to the Progressive Era’s 
disdain for limits of the Constitution, 
and this is especially evident in the 
self-conscious Executive expansionism 
of Teddy Roosevelt, the Republican, 
and Woodrow Wilson the Democrat. 

After the holidays, we are going to 
spend a little time exploring both of 
these men and their attempts to 
marginalize and to intentionally ig-
nore the Congress to—as TR put it— 
‘‘greatly broaden the use of executive 
power.’’ 

I hope that this look at the rise of 
the executive branch and its legislating 
over the next number of months will 
contribute to the efforts of all of us 
here together who want to recover and 
safeguard that constitutional vision. 

But in historical terms, the Congress, 
in the age of Obama, is very weak. This 
isn’t about the current majority lead-
er, and it isn’t about the most recent 
previous majority leader. It is much 
bigger than that. This institution is ar-
guably the weakest it has been relative 
to the executive branch at any point in 
our Nation’s 21⁄2 centuries. Others in-
terested in the history of this special 
place might argue that there is some 
other moment with greater relative 
weakness than this current moment. 
We should have that debate, for we 
should be discussing how and why this 
institution became so weak. 

We should stop pretending—the con-
stant exaggeration around here as peo-
ple fake it, pretending that some tiny 
procedural vote that didn’t pass some-
how still changed the world. We should 
stop pretending omnicompetence 
across huge expanses of often unknow-
able executive branch governmental 
action. 

Voters—better, citizens—don’t be-
lieve us. The lobbyists don’t believe it 
either. They are willing to fake it with 
you, but they don’t really believe you, 
which is why so many lobbying firms 
today are expanding most of their ef-
forts in the regulatory—not the legisla-
tive—lobbying space, for that is where 
the action is. 

It would be far more useful in this 
body—not to mention far more believ-
able to the people who we work for—for 
us to learn to talk openly about how 
and why this once powerful and still 
special body became so weak. Congress 
is mocked, and we should tackle the 
hows and whys, for the people are not 
wrong. We should stop this trend, and 
the first step toward that would be to 
better understand and to more openly 
admit the nature of the problem. 

I planned this series on the growth of 
the executive branch for early in 2016 
because it would be healthy for the 
Senate and for our broader public to be 
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wrestling with the duties and constitu-
tional authorities in advance of No-
vember’s Presidential elections before 
we will know which party will win. We 
need to have this conversation now 
precisely because we don’t know which 
party will win. 

Let me be realistic for a minute. I 
hope it is not pessimistic, but I will be 
realistic. I actually don’t think there is 
much will in this body to do things like 
recovering the power of the purse. And 
even if there were, the will to get be-
yond R’s and D’s, shirts and skins Ka-
buki theatre, as we drift toward a par-
liamentary system with ‘‘winners take 
all’’ in the executive branch—the ac-
tual act of trying to recover power, the 
power of the purse and the legislative 
powers that the Constitution vests in 
this body—would be very difficult at a 
time when the public is so cynical and 
so disengaged because of how dysfunc-
tional this institution is. 

I think that the Democrats are likely 
only to recover a sense of their article 
I powers if they are looking at a Presi-
dent Trump or a President X or a 
President Y or whoever the scariest 
candidate might be to the Democrats. 

Similarly, I think the Republicans 
are most likely prone to forget most of 
their concerns about Executive over-
reach if a Republican does defeat Sec-
retary Clinton in November. 

I will just end with two brief stories. 
In the first, FDR was frustrated with 
the Supreme Court, so he had a solu-
tion. He would just pack the Court. 
Who could stop him? He had control of 
the Congress, after all. 

Well, someone did stop him—Senate 
Democrats who cared about the Con-
stitution and their oath stepped up. 

In one of the other great instances of 
this place just saying no, regardless of 
party, LBJ—arguably the most power-
ful leader until the last 10 years in the 
history of the Senate, the most power-
ful leader this place had ever known in 
his age—became VP and said he would 
essentially remain majority leader of 
the Senate at the same time. Again, it 
was Democrats in this body who said 
no based on their constitutional re-
sponsibilities, not their partisanship. 
These were men and women who cared 
more about their country and more 
about their Constitution and more 
about their oaths than their party. 

I think that all of us in both parties 
should look to those examples and 
again be talking in the future about 
how we emulate them and recover the 
responsibilities of this body. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR VETERANS 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I think 

it is important that we pause for a mo-
ment at the end of 2015, look back upon 
the past 12 months and, in particular, 
look at the Veterans Administration 
and the veterans who have served our 
country, looking at the problems that 
we have solved and the things we have 
done to better improve those services. 

When the year dawned, we had a 
scandal in Arizona at a Phoenix hos-
pital. We had bonuses being paid to em-
ployees who had not performed. We had 
medical services that weren’t available 
to veterans who had earned them and 
deserved them. As a Senate, we came 
together in the Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, which I chair. We had 
a bipartisan effort to see to it we ad-
dressed those problems. 

So for just a second I want everyone 
to pause and realize what we have done 
bipartisanly and collectively for those 
who have served our country and the 
veterans today. 

No. 1, by the end of January, we had 
passed the Clay Hunt Suicide Preven-
tion for American Veterans Act to deal 
with the growing problem of suicide 
with our veterans. It is already work-
ing with more psychiatric help avail-
able to our veterans, quicker responses 
for those who seek mental help, better 
diagnosis of PTSD and TBI, and a re-
duction in the rate of the suicides that 
take place in the veterans community. 
That was affirmative action. It passed 
99 to 0—Republicans and Democrats— 
in the Senate of the United States. 

We took the veterans choice bill, 
which had passed in August of last 
year, and made it work better for the 
veterans of our country. In the first 9 
months of this year, the Veterans Ad-
ministration fulfilled 7.5 million more 
individual appointments for veterans 
and benefits than they had in the pre-
ceding year, all because we made the 
private sector a part of the VA and al-
lowed veterans to go to the doctor of 
their choice under certain qualified sit-
uations. We made access easier, we 
made access better, and because of 
that, we made health care better. 

Then we addressed the Denver crisis, 
and this is the most important thing of 
all. In January we got this little note 
from the VA that they had a $1.3 bil-
lion cost overrun on a $1.7 billion hos-
pital, a 328-percent increase in cost 
with no promise that it would go down. 

Ranking Member BLUMENTHAL, my-
self, and the Colorado delegation flew 
to Denver and brought in the contrac-
tors and the VA. We made significant 
changes. First we took the VA out of 
the construction business. They had 
proven they didn’t deserve the ability 
to manage that much money or to 
build things. Their job was to deliver 
health care. 

We took the construction and put it 
in the hands of the Corps of Engineers, 
where construction and engineering 
was responsible. We told the VA: You 
may have a $1.385 billion cost overrun, 
but if you are going to pay for it, we 
are not going to borrow from China. 
You are going to find it internally in 
the $71 billion budget of the Veterans 
Administration. And they did. 

By unanimous consent this Senate 
and the House of Representatives ap-
proved the completion of that hospital, 
the funding of the shortfall, and the 
management takeover by the Corps of 
Engineers. Today it is on progress to be 

there for the veterans of the Midwest 
and the West in Denver, CO. 

Then we dealt with many other pro-
grams, such as homelessness and care-
giver benefits to our veterans’ care-
givers, to see to it we have the very 
best care possible available. 

Then we changed the paradigm. The 
VA had so many acting appointees and 
so many unfilled positions that they 
couldn’t function as well as they 
should. So we went in, and we approved 
Dr. David Shulkin to be the under sec-
retary for medicine. We took LaVerne 
Council and approved her to be the 
head of information technology. We 
took former Congressman Michael 
Michaud and made him the Assistant 
Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training. We put highly 
qualified people who knew what they 
were doing in positions where we had 
vacancies. We are already seeing a ben-
efit in health delivery services, plan-
ning for IT coordination, and, hope-
fully, interoperability between the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and the 
Department of Defense in terms of 
medical records, which is so important. 

But we also did something else. We 
said we are no longer going to tolerate 
scandals in the VA or look the other 
way, and we are not going to pay re-
wards and bonuses to people who aren’t 
doing the job. As you heard earlier 
today with Senator CASSIDY from Lou-
isiana and Senator AYOTTE from New 
Hampshire, with the help of Senator 
SHERROD BROWN of Ohio, we are going 
to pass legislation that is going to hold 
VA employees accountable, have a 
record if they are not performing, and 
in the future prevent any Veterans Ad-
ministration employee who is not 
doing a job from getting a bonus for a 
job that is not well done. That is the 
way it works in the private sector. It 
ought to be the way it works in the 
government. 

Then we took another problem. We 
took the problem of the scandal in the 
VA relocation benefits, which cost hun-
dreds of thousands of lost revenue to 
the VA—funds that were given to VA 
people for transferring, some of them 
within the same geographic area where 
they originally were working. We told 
Secretary McDonald: You need to go in 
there, and you need to clean this thing 
up. To his credit, the Secretary did, 
and to his credit, the former brigadier 
general who was the head of that de-
partment retired. He resigned from the 
VA rather than face the music in terms 
of the investigation. 

But we took affirmative action to see 
to it we would have no more scandals. 
We want zero tolerance for poor per-
formance, and we want to reward good 
performance, but that is the way it 
needs to be. It is very important also 
to understand that we have goals for 
the future. We are going to continue as 
a committee with the VA leadership on 
a quarterly basis. Senator BLUMENTHAL 
and I go to meet with the leadership of 
the VA to see what they are doing and 
to share with them the frustration we 
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have in the House and the Senate 
about things that aren’t going right, 
but to share with them the joy we have 
with the things that they are doing to 
improve. 

Then we have set goals for next year, 
a full implementation of the Veterans 
Choice Program and a consolidation of 
all veterans’ benefits and VA benefits 
to see to it that veterans get timely 
appointments and good-quality serv-
ices from the physicians in the VA or 
physicians in their communities. 

We are going to improve the experi-
ence of our servicemembers in 
transitioning from Active Duty to Vet-
erans Affairs. Quite frankly, today that 
is the biggest problem we have in the 
country. Active-Duty servicemembers 
who leave service and go to veteran 
status fall into a black hole. There is 
no interoperability of VA and DOD 
health care records and electronic 
records. There is no transition in the 
handoff. We are going to see that 
change. 

We are going to improve the experi-
ence of women veterans, including pro-
tecting victims of military sexual trau-
ma. 

We are going to combat veteran 
homelessness and meet the goal of the 
President to get it to zero. We have al-
ready reduced it by a third. 

We are going to ensure access to 
mental health so no veteran who finds 
himself in trouble doesn’t have imme-
diate access to counsel. On that point, 
I commend the Veterans Administra-
tion for the hotline. The suicide pre-
vention hotline that they established 
has helped to save lives in this country 
this year, and we are going to continue 
to see to it that we have more and 
more access for our veterans. 

Simply put, we are going to make the 
Veterans Administration work for the 
veterans and work for the American 
people. We are going to have account-
ability of the employees. We are going 
to reward good behavior, and we are 
not going to accept bad behavior. In 
the end, we are going to take the vet-
eran of America, who served his or her 
country, and make sure that they get 
every benefit that is promised to them 
and that it is delivered in a high-qual-
ity fashion. We are going to do it work-
ing together as Republicans and Demo-
crats and as Members of the Senate to 
do so. 

As we close this year, I wish to pause 
and thank the Members of the Senate 
for their unanimous bipartisan support 
for the significant changes we have 
made to address the problems of the 
Veterans Administration and to re-
member this season of the year in 
Christmas the great gift we have had 
to all of us of our veterans who have 
served us, many of whom have sac-
rificed and some of whom have died to 
see that America remains the strong-
est, most peaceful, and freest country 
on the face of this Earth. 

With that, I pause and yield back the 
remainder of my time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SASSE). The Senator from Oklahoma. 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that at the conclu-
sion of my remarks, we have joint re-
marks from myself and the Senator 
from New Mexico, Mr. UDALL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

OMNIBUS LEGISLATION 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I will 
not go into the detail I was planning to 
go into as to what we are faced with 
and what we are going to be voting on 
tomorrow, but I think it is very impor-
tant—because I have heard a lot of er-
roneous things coming out of various 
talk radio shows and elsewhere—as to 
how we got into the mess we are in 
where we are going to be looking at a 
major spending bill instead of the nor-
mal way of doing things. 

Historically, in both the House and 
the Senate, the order has been to do an 
authorization bill, and that is followed 
by an appropriations bill. That works 
out fine in the House. In the Senate, it 
is not quite that easy because we have 
some rules in the Senate that allow the 
minority—whether that be Republican 
or Democratic—to object to a proce-
dural basis. So it actually takes 60 
votes, not 51 votes, to pass appropria-
tions. This has created a real problem. 

I remember that on June 18, we 
passed the Defense Authorization Act. 
Given that we are in a time of war, it 
was incredibly important to provide 
our Defense Department what in the 
regular course of business would be ap-
propriated to it. However, we have been 
trying to appropriate that since June 
18, and the minority has kept us from 
doing that. I can say the same thing 
about other appropriations bills, such 
as Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, Energy and Water, and others. 

One might say: Why would they be 
doing this? In the case of the appro-
priations bill for defense, it is very 
simple: The President and a lot of the 
Democrats want to make sure that as 
we are coming out with additional 
spending to avoid sequestration, an 
equal amount be used for domestic pur-
poses instead of military, where we 
really have a crisis right now. 

Let me say something about the 
House. This morning on a talk show, I 
heard everyone criticizing the House 
and the new Speaker of the House. In 
reality, they did their job over there. 
That is a bum rap for those guys. They 
passed their appropriations bills. They 
passed them on the floor. They passed 
appropriations bills on the floor. So 
they did what was supposed to be done. 
However, you can’t pass legislation 

with just the House; it has to be in the 
Senate also. 

So I think we need to look at that. I 
don’t like the idea of a situation where 
we are faced with a ‘‘take it or leave 
it’’ deal at the end of the year. That 
doesn’t really allow us to offer amend-
ments. It is done behind closed doors 
by a limited number of people. This is 
not right. This is not the way it is sup-
posed to be. 

I would just say there is a way out. I 
am going to suggest that this should be 
the last time we should have to do this. 
If we had a system where we could re-
form it and have it so you could make 
an exception to some of the motions to 
proceed for appropriations bills, then 
we would be able to go ahead and get 
this done. That is the simple solution. 
That is what I would recommend. How-
ever, there is a lot more detail in that. 
It happens that there is a committee 
taking place right now in the Senate. 
JAMES LANKFORD, my junior Senator 
from Oklahoma, CORY GARDNER, LAMAR 
ALEXANDER, and I think two other Sen-
ators are looking to propose rule 
changes, and I think it is overdue. 

I want to mention one other thing 
too. I said back in 2006 that I would 
never vote for another omnibus bill 
like the one we are preparing to vote 
for. I said: That is the last one; I am 
going to serve notice—thinking that if 
enough people did this, we wouldn’t 
find ourselves in this position. How-
ever, we are still in this position. 

The reason I am standing here today 
is to get on the record why I am going 
to support this. Back when I had the 
highway bill, we were trying to put ad-
ditional things on the highway bill. 
One was to lift the ban on exports of oil 
and gas, and we were not successful. So 
at that time, I made the announce-
ment—we had a couple of other 
chances, the last one being the omni-
bus spending bill. We got a commit-
ment that would be on that bill. So I 
said at that time that if that is the 
case, if we end up lifting the ban on 
that bill, then I will change from my 
original 2006 commitment and I will 
vote for and support this. 

When we stop and think about what 
we are doing, does it make good policy 
that we in the United States can say to 
Russia and say to Iran, people who 
don’t look after our best interests: It is 
all right for you to do that, but we in 
the United States cannot export oil. 

We have all the former Soviet Union 
countries. I went to Lithuania and par-
ticipated in an opening of a terminal 
there so they could get out from under 
this restriction. It was a joyous occa-
sion. 

In my State of Oklahoma, we have 
lost 20,000 jobs because since we have 
had success in getting oil and gas out, 
we have been encumbered by the fact 
that we can’t export it. This has been a 
real hardship. I would say the most im-
portant thing in this bill in terms of 
my State would be that we are going to 
be able to correct that and we are 
going to be able to do that. 
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So with the changes that are being 

made, I am looking forward to sup-
porting it. I certainly think we should 
all look and see what is in the best in-
terest of the United States and should 
be aware of the fact that what they are 
seeing out there in terms of the cost of 
this bill is exactly the same cost as if 
we had done it the way we were sup-
posed to do it. If we add up the total 
number of appropriations that we 
passed out—all 12 appropriations—add 
them up, and that is the same amount 
as this bill we will be voting on tomor-
row. So that criticism is not a genuine 
criticism. 

With that, I will move to another 
subject that I think is very significant, 
and then I want to join with my friend 
from New Mexico. 

f 

TSCA MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2015 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 143, H.R. 2576. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2576) to modernize the Toxic 
Substances Control Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Inhofe 
substitute amendment, which is at the 
desk, be agreed to and that the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The amendment (No. 2932) in the na-

ture of a substitute was agreed to. 
(The amendment is printed in today’s 

RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 
The amendment was ordered to be 

engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
Mr. INHOFE. I know of no further de-

bate on this measure. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 

is no further debate, the bill having 
been read the third time, the question 
is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 2576), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, we had a 
very dear friend in Frank Lautenberg. 
He was a Democrat; I am a Republican. 
I chaired the committee he served on, 
and we had a very close relationship. 

The bill we just passed began with a 
meeting to gather stakeholders. It hap-
pened in my office with Frank Lauten-
berg. Senator VITTER and Senator 
UDALL—whom we will hear from in just 
a moment—and their staff have put to-
gether the first reform of TSCA in 40 

years, which will create more regu-
latory certainty for American busi-
nesses and uniform protections for 
American families. 

We have a real opportunity to enact 
reform to a major environmental stat-
ute. It is the result of over 3 years of 
work and negotiation, and I thank 
those responsible for spending count-
less hours to produce this product. 
Dimitri Karakitsos began working for 
me while I was ranking member, 
stayed with Ranking Member VITTER 
working on this bill, and then back 
with me as chairman of the committee. 
He has shepherded the drafting and ne-
gotiation of this bill the entire time. 
He is the guy in charge. I thank Jona-
than Black in Senator UDALL’s office 
as well as Andrew Wallace, who took 
up the TSCA reform leadership fol-
lowing Senator Lautenberg. I thank 
Zack Baig in Senator VITTER’s office, 
Colin Peppard with Senator CARPER, 
Michal Feedhoff in Senator MARKEY’s 
office, Adam Zipkin in Senator BOOK-
ER’s office, Adrian Deveny in Senator 
MERKLEY’s office, and Emily Enderle 
with Senator WHITEHOUSE. Thanks to 
all the staff. 

People don’t realize how much work 
the staff does. When we passed the 
Transportation reauthorization bill, it 
was hundreds and hundreds of hours. 
This one, because of a technicality, has 
been held up for about a month and a 
half. That has been worked out, so I am 
just pleased we are able to do it. I 
think that is a tribute to Frank Lau-
tenberg and his wife Bonnie. I say to 
my friend from New Mexico, I think 
Frank Lautenberg’s legacy has been 
fulfilled. 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I couldn’t 
agree with Chairman INHOFE more. I 
know he knew Senator Lautenberg 
very well and worked with him on the 
committee and off the committee on a 
variety of issues. He was very com-
mitted to his grandchildren. As Sen-
ator INHOFE knows, many times we 
would see him in committee, and when 
he would talk specifically about the 
bills before us, he would say: Is this 
going to help my children and their 
children? One of the things he talked 
about on this bill was that this would 
save more lives and help his grand-
children’s generation more than any 
bill he ever worked on. So he was very 
proud of this bill, and we were very 
sorry to lose him. 

But the thing I want to say about 
Chairman INHOFE is that as a dedicated 
and determined legislator, he saw the 
opportunity. Senator VITTER and I had 
worked on this. We came to Senator 
INHOFE at the beginning of the Con-
gress and said: We have a good bipar-
tisan piece of legislation we have 
worked on for a while. But you took 
the bull by the horns. You ended up 
helping us improve it. I think when we 
started in the committee—when you 
marked it up earlier in the year in the 
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee, we had maybe one or two 
Democrats supporting it. We expanded 

that, and it passed out with a 15-to-5 
vote, so a very significant vote in 
terms of holding people together. 

I really give you a lot of credit for 
the way you ran the committee, how 
gracious you were when Senator Lau-
tenberg’s widow, Bonnie Lautenberg, 
came down and spoke, and I wasn’t on 
the committee any longer, but how you 
treated me and had me speak before 
the committee on the work we had 
done. It has been a real pleasure. 

All those staff members you men-
tioned—from Dimitri, to Jonathan 
Black, to Drew Wallace, and all the 
other staff members of the large num-
ber of Senators on the committee— 
Senator CARPER, Senator WHITEHOUSE, 
Senator MERKLEY, Senator MARKEY, 
Senator BOOKER—many Senators on 
that committee focused in with you 
and with Senator VITTER to make sure 
we got this done. 

I am very proud of what we have 
done today. I think it will be looked 
back on as a major environmental ac-
complishment in terms of bipartisan-
ship and pulling people together. 

The thing we did that I am very 
proud of is we had all stakeholders at 
the table and we listened to them and 
we proceeded through. It is a real trib-
ute to Senator INHOFE’s ability as a 
legislator. We don’t have to be con-
vinced on this bill. Just earlier in the 
year, he produced a transportation 
bill—which was a major accomplish-
ment—for 5 years. So now once again 
Chairman INHOFE shows how he is able 
to pull people together and get this 
done. 

So I once again just want to thank 
you. I know there are additional com-
ments we will make later on. I know 
the Lautenberg family has followed 
this closely. Bonnie Lautenberg has 
followed this. They are going to be 
very proud. 

As you know, we are naming the leg-
islation after Frank Lautenberg. It is 
going to be called the Frank Lauten-
berg Chemical Safety Act of 2015. So all 
of us who served with Frank Lauten-
berg are going to be very happy and 
proud that this significant major piece 
of legislation will carry his name. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, in re-
sponse, let me say that Senator UDALL 
is far too generous to me, but I can as-
sure you right now that Bonnie Lau-
tenberg is watching this. We would not 
have been able to do this if you had not 
provided the leadership in the Demo-
crats. You kept bringing more and 
more people in, making modest 
changes, and I was quite shocked at 
some that came in. But you and Bonnie 
were the leaders. 

This bill is so significant to every 
manufacturer, everyone who does any 
kind of business. We will now finally 
get a handle on and be able to analyze 
what chemicals are in the best interest 
of America and the best safety inter-
ests of our people. I thank Senator 
UDALL so much for his participation 
and bringing the group together. 

I yield the floor. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
f 

COMMENDING SENATOR INHOFE 
AND SENATOR ISAKSON 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, be-
fore I talk about some of the issues I 
want to raise this evening on the floor, 
I wish to make a quick comment about 
having the opportunity to watch two 
outstanding Members of this body: 
Senator INHOFE, whom I happen to sit 
on the EPW Committee with—and all 
the great work he has done this year, 
TSCA, the highway bill—and then 
watching Senator ISAKSON as well, 
chairman of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. I have the honor of sit-
ting on that committee. He just went 
over the great work he has been lead-
ing on in terms of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

It has been a real honor to sit and 
watch Chairman INHOFE and Chairman 
ISAKSON, two amazing Members of this 
body. As a new Senator, it has been a 
privilege to be on both of the commit-
tees and watch their work. It is a real 
pleasure. Thank you. 

f 

NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH IRAN 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 
know there is a lot going on today: the 
spending bill, the budget. They are 
very critical to our country. There is 
certainly a lot of focus on that. A lot of 
people are spending a lot of time, my-
self included, digging into that agree-
ment, but the news yesterday on Iran 
also deserves our attention. Reuters re-
ported that Iran, according to the U.N. 
Security Council panel of experts, vio-
lated U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1929 when it tested a ballistic missile 
capable of delivering a nuclear warhead 
in October. They said it was a violation 
of a U.N. Security Council resolution. 
They are looking at—and it is probably 
likely, what you see here—the Iranians 
also launched another ballistic missile 
in November. That is also another like-
ly violation of a U.N. Security Council 
resolution. 

I made some remarks on the floor a 
few days ago about Iran and about the 
nuclear deal. I reminded my colleagues 
that one of the selling points by the 
President and by Secretary Kerry 
about this deal was they were making 
the case that it was likely to improve 
Iran’s behavior: bring them into the 
community of nations, get them to be-
have more like a normal country and 
not the world’s largest sponsor of ter-
rorism, which it currently is. 

Since the signing of the nuclear deal, 
which we debated on this floor, Iran’s 
behavior has only gotten worse. Exam-
ples are very numerous. Leaders of the 
country continue to hold rallies, chant-
ing: ‘‘Death to America,’’ ‘‘Death to 
Israel.’’ Iran continues to fund 
Hezbollah—one of its terrorist proxies 
around the world—hundreds of millions 
of dollars. It violated U.N. Security 
Council resolutions that prevent the 

Quds Force commander, General 
Soleimani, from traveling. He actually 
traveled to Russia to meet with Mr. 
Putin to talk about arms trade, in like-
ly a violation of another security coun-
cil resolution. 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff recently said that up to 2,000 Ira-
nian troops are in Syria helping to 
keep the Assad regime in power, work-
ing with the Russians on that. 

Something that we can never forget, 
probably the worst outrage that we 
have seen, all since the signing of the 
nuclear agreement a couple of months 
ago, is that in a direct affront to the 
United States and our citizens, Iran is 
still holding five Americans against 
their will. They took another Amer-
ican hostage since the signing of this 
agreement. One of them is a marine. 
One of them is a pastor. One of them is 
a Washington Post reporter. They are 
all fellow American citizens. 

As we prepare for the holidays, when 
families come together, when friends 
come together, the President and Sec-
retary Kerry should be working day 
and night on the phone, every instru-
ment of American power, to try and re-
lease these Americans, but that cer-
tainly doesn’t seem to be happening. 

All of this has taken place since the 
signing of the agreement. All of this is 
proof enough that the Iran nuclear deal 
certainly didn’t change Iran’s behavior 
for the better. To the contrary, it is be-
coming increasingly clear that the 
Obama administration’s deal with Iran 
has only emboldened Iran to take more 
provocative action against the United 
States, our citizens, and our allies. 

Iran’s leaders are testing us. It is 
clear they are testing us right now. 
How we respond to these tests is crit-
ical. As noted, Iran’s missile launches 
on October 11 clearly violated U.N. Se-
curity Council Resolution 1921. The one 
on November 21 likely did as well. 
What does this mean? What does this 
mean for the current Iran nuclear deal 
that was recently signed? What are the 
implications on moving forward with 
that deal? What are the implications of 
this activity on moving forward with 
that deal? 

I believe a strong argument can be 
made that these actions by Iran mean 
they are already violating the spirit 
and the intent of the nuclear agree-
ment that this body just voted on a few 
months ago—already. 

Former Secretary of State and 
former U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton ac-
tually predicted this just last week 
when she stated: They are going to vio-
late it. They are going to violate the 
nuclear agreement, and when they do, 
we need to respond quickly and very 
harshly. 

That was the former Secretary of 
State, former Member of this body. I 
think Secretary Clinton was right on 
this. 

President Obama himself indicated 
that there is definitely a tie between 
the Iranian nuclear deal from his ad-
ministration and Iran’s use of ballistic 

missile activities. As a matter of fact, 
the President in a press conference 
clearly stated that the prohibitions on 
these activities were part of the nu-
clear agreement, when in July of this 
year, after the signing of the agree-
ment, President Obama stated: 

What I said to our negotiators was . . . 
let’s press for a longer extension of the arms 
embargo and the ballistic missile prohibi-
tions. And we got that. We got five years in 
which, under this new agreement, arms com-
ing in and out of Iran are prohibited, and we 
got eight years for the respective ballistic 
missiles. 

This is the President talking about 
his nuclear agreement. 

To look at another tie between bal-
listic missiles and the nuclear agree-
ment, you need to look at the U.N. Se-
curity Council that implemented the 
Iran nuclear deal. That is U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 2231. That is 
replacing some of the other U.N. secu-
rity council resolutions, and it is the 
legal framework for the nuclear deal 
that this body debated and approved. 
Here is what U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 2231 states: ‘‘Iran is called 
upon not to undertake any activity re-
lated to ballistic missiles designed to 
be capable of delivering nuclear weap-
ons . . . until the date eight years after 
the JCPOA adoption day.’’ 

Again, plain English of the connec-
tion. The U.N. Security Council Reso-
lution—that is the international 
framework for the nuclear deal—says: 
no ballistic missile activity by Iran. 

Yet now we know in no uncertain 
terms because our U.N. Ambassador, 
Ambassador Power, just stated that 
this launch in October was what that 
U.N. Security Council resolution said 
Iran couldn’t do. She said that launch 
was inherently capable of delivering a 
nuclear weapon. Those are a lot of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. That is a 
lot of activity. 

Where does that leave us with regard 
to the Iran nuclear deal? It is obviously 
clear that Iran just violated U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1929. That has 
already been stated by the panel of ex-
perts, by Ambassador Power, and the 
language of the U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 2231—the implementation of 
the U.N. resolution of the Iranian U.N. 
deal. 

This is what I mean when I say that 
Iran is already violating the spirit and 
the intent of the Iran nuclear deal. The 
deal that this body debated a couple of 
months ago is already being violated 
by the Iranians. 

What should we do? Some of us have 
already taken action. Thirty-five Mem-
bers of this body yesterday sent a let-
ter to the President—written by my 
colleague from New Hampshire, Sen-
ator AYOTTE—and it said basically: Mr. 
President, given these ballistic missile 
activities, given that Iran is violating 
U.N. Security Council resolutions that 
relate to the nuclear agreement, you 
should not be lifting sanctions. 

The Obama administration is talking 
about lifting sanctions as part of the 
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nuclear agreement as early as next 
month—tens of billions of dollars to 
the world’s largest terrorist regime— 
sanctions are going to be lifted to 
allow them to continue their provoca-
tive activities against the United 
States, our allies, and our citizens. 

What we are saying, one-third of the 
Members of this body, is that we 
shouldn’t be doing that. The President 
should heed the advice of Senator 
AYOTTE’s letter. Additionally, I think a 
strong argument—and people need to 
look at this issue—that can be made 
about Iran’s recent behavior is that we 
cannot lift these sanctions pursuant to 
the terms of the nuclear deal. The nu-
clear agreement that was debated in 
this body states that before sanctions 
are lifted on implementation day, Iran 
must be in accord with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 2231, which among 
other things calls upon Iran not to un-
dertake activity related to ballistic 
missiles capable of delivering nuclear 
weapons. 

Do you see how they are related? The 
nuclear agreement that this body 
agreed to, the implementation plan of 
the nuclear agreement, paragraph 34(3) 
says that Iran has to be in accord with 
this provision in order for sanctions to 
be lifted. 

Iran is not in accord with this provi-
sion. The U.N. has said that. Ambas-
sador Power said that. The bottom line 
is, if Iran is already violating this U.N. 
Security Council resolution, then 
under paragraph 34(3) of the implemen-
tation plan of the nuclear deal by the 
Obama administration, sanctions 
shouldn’t be lifted. 

Here is how the President put it when 
he was selling the deal. ‘‘If Iran vio-
lates this deal, the sanctions we im-
posed that have helped cripple the Ira-
nian economy—the sanctions that 
helped make this deal possible—would 
snap back into place promptly.’’ 

I agree that is what we should be 
doing, but here is the key point. The 
President doesn’t need to wait for the 
sanctions to snap back. He can and he 
should take action now, before it is too 
late, before billions of dollars flood 
into Iran—the world’s largest state 
sponsor of terrorism. 

That is why over one-third of the 
Members of this body wrote the Presi-
dent yesterday. I urge my colleagues— 
particularly my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle who I know are 
concerned about these issues because I 
have had discussions with a number of 
them—that they should be writing the 
President as well. They should be tell-
ing the President the same thing: Mr. 
President, Iran is violating the agree-
ment; don’t lift the sanctions. He can 
and should act now. 

The President should not lift sanc-
tions against Iran. He needs to go back 
and reread his own nuclear agreement, 
and he needs to heed the advice of his 
former Secretary of State to ‘‘act 
quickly and harshly against Iran’’ 
when it violates the agreement by not 
allowing them access to tens of billions 

of dollars. The President needs to do 
that now. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MAINTAINING AMERICA’S 
DEFENSE 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to a man who has 
dutifully served our Nation as a public 
servant for more than 30 years—Mr. 
John B. Johns. John will retire from 
his role as the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Maintenance Pol-
icy and Programs at the end of this 
year. We will miss his leadership, his 
tenacity in tackling the impossible, 
and his courage in the face of adver-
sity. 

I have had the privilege of knowing 
John for several years and have always 
been amazed at his commitment to our 
country and his devotion to our mili-
tary. In his current role, he is respon-
sible for the oversight of the Depart-
ment of Defense’s maintenance pro-
gram that exceeds an annual budget of 
$80 billion. During his distinguished ca-
reer, John has been deployed twice— 
first to Iraq in 2010, where he served as 
the director of the training and advi-
sory mission and the director of logis-
tics for the Iraqi Security Forces; and 
second to Afghanistan in 2013, where he 
served as the executive director of Af-
ghan National Security Forces 
Sustainment for the International Se-
curity Assistance Force. 

One of John’s primary duties in his 
current position is to host the annual 
Department of Defense Maintenance 
Symposium that recognizes excellence 
in maintenance activities within the 
Armed Services and the Coast Guard. 
During this event, the Department rec-
ognizes leaders and organizations for 
the superior service they render to pro-
mote the readiness of the U.S. mili-
tary. I wanted to read the remarks that 
John offered at this year’s symposium 
last week. The title of John’s address is 
‘‘Maintaining America’s Defense.’’ His 
words are as follows: 

‘‘For seven years this community has 
been very kind to me; you have been 
gracious and patient as I spoke from 
this stage. I now ask you to indulge me 
one last time as I speak of maintaining 
America’s defense. 

Brave warriors have fought and died, 
and their brothers and sisters stand 
watch today, in harm’s way, to both se-
cure and maintain peace, to deter and 
defeat forces that are committed to a 
future fundamentally different than 
the one you and I envision. The world 
is a complex, dangerous, and unstable 

place with evolving threats, both new 
and old. The reality is we are facing 
skilled, determined enemies that would 
just as soon strike at us as they would 
take a breath. They clearly do not 
share the same view on humanity, nor 
the value of life, as we do. This envi-
ronment demands the flexibility, agil-
ity and lethality that only our United 
States Military can provide. 

From the first shots that signaled 
the birth of our country, men at arms 
have served as an instrument of state, 
and their strength, as individuals and 
as a force, have enabled and secured 
both victory and peace. Today, the 
presence of United States Forces, con-
trolling the battle space, conducting 
strike operations with the ability to 
see but remain unseen, to dominate the 
land, sea, and air, to rain fire and de-
struction, provide clarity to all those 
that contemplate harm to us or our in-
terests. That aggression will not be tol-
erated. But, as you know, we have not 
always acted properly, nor responded 
with appropriate speed, to events in 
the world that have demanded our at-
tention. We make many mistakes, and 
it is true we are slow to anger. But, 
once our limit has been breached and 
restraint abandoned, there is nothing 
on this planet, nor has there ever been, 
like the hell unleashed from coiled fury 
of the United States Military. 

You should all be proud of the role 
you play in maintaining that capa-
bility—most recently, maintaining 
readiness of our forces over a decade of 
continuous combat, in two complex 
theaters, in unforgiving environments, 
while maintaining a credible presence 
throughout the rest of the world. You 
enabled this, and for that, you should 
be proud. All of you in this room know 
a ship not ready to sail, or an aircraft 
not ready to fly, has no value. And, 
since we have had the need for weap-
ons, we have had the need for those 
that maintain them. This eternal bond 
is a covenant, a sacred promise, be-
tween those that generate readiness 
and those that apply it, and we seal 
this covenant with a commitment to 
excellence. All of you in this room, and 
those you represent, should be right-
fully proud, an embodiment of this cov-
enant and commitment, reminding any 
who mistakenly underestimate the 
power and will of our United States 
Military that we are capable of strik-
ing with speed and violence. 

So where, then, should we expect the 
approach of danger; what will be its or-
igin? I suggest our greatest enemy, our 
greatest threat, is not Russia; our 
greatest enemy is not ISIS, ISIL, 
DEASH, or whatever we are calling 
them now; it’s not China, it’s not 
North Korea, and it’s certainly not cli-
mate change. Yes, of course, they are 
all threats; I would never say they’re 
not. But they are born of something 
much more fundamental. I suggest our 
greatest threat is the dangerous mix of 
mediocrity, poor judgment, and toler-
ance—here, on our ground. 

In his Lyceum address, Lincoln said, 
‘Shall we expect some transatlantic 
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military giant to step the ocean and 
crush us at a blow? Never! All the ar-
mies of Europe, Asia, and Africa com-
bined, with all the treasure of the 
earth in their military chest, with a 
Bonaparte for a commander, could not 
by force, take a drink from the Ohio or 
make a track on the Blue Ridge, in a 
trial of a thousand years. At what 
point then is the approach of danger to 
be expected? I answer—If it ever reach 
us, it must spring up amongst us; it 
cannot come from abroad. If destruc-
tion be our lot, we must ourselves be 
its author, and finisher. As a nation of 
freemen, we must live through all 
time, or die by suicide.’ 

Our greatest enemy is the dangerous 
mix of tolerance and mediocrity—me-
diocrity fueled by those lacking honor, 
judgment, courage and determination, 
and the tyranny of tolerance charac-
terized by slumbering apathy, a com-
fortable denial of reality, and para-
lyzing bureaucracy. This toxic mix, 
this deadly combination, creates or 
fuels all other threats, allowing what 
would be a simple challenge to evolve 
into danger. Our enemies demand 
greatness of us; our partners in the 
world, to which we have made commit-
ments, demand greatness of us; our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, marines, coast-
guardsmen demand greatness of us; 
those that have made the ultimate sac-
rifice demand greatness of us. And we 
should demand it from ourselves. But, 
absent clear and present danger, we ap-
proach greatness hesitantly and ineffi-
ciently, only when compelled, oper-
ating at the edge of greatness, at risk 
of losing it. 

We have many examples of those who 
have achieved greatness. Some we will 
recognize tonight just as we have in 
the past. And we should continue to 
recognize those that rise above and 
achieve truly uncommon things, but 
contemplate that word ‘‘uncommon.’’ 
It means some stand on the pinnacle of 
true greatness and others do not. As 
hard as that is to accept, we all know 
it to be true, and the slope to that pin-
nacle of greatness is steep. Many never 
make it to the top, and many can’t find 
a way to stay there. It takes much to 
climb and takes even more to remain 
there. Those that stand at the top, 
however, are those that change the 
world. They set an uncommon path to 
achieve uncommon things, and we see 
this greatness through their achieve-
ments and their character. 

But let’s be careful because they are 
not the only ones with claims on the 
future. Those at the bottom, and even 
those that occupy the middle ground, 
can also claim this power to change the 
world but, clearly, not in the same way 
as we desire. So what differentiates 
those that carry the banner of great-
ness? What allows those to scale that 
slope to the peak of performance? What 
robs those at the bottom from the abil-
ity to climb? What defines the middle 
ground of mediocrity? What do we need 
to know about standing on the pin-
nacle? And how do we avoid a fall from 
greatness? 

For this I refer to four words used so 
well by John F. Kennedy in a speech to 
the Massachusetts State Legislature 
one month before he was inaugurated 
as President of the United States. He 
said, ‘When the High Court of History 
sits in judgment of us all, no matter 
our station, our success or failure, will 
be measured by the answer to four 
questions. Were we truly men of honor? 
Were we truly men of judgment? Were 
we truly men of courage? And, were we 
truly men of determination?’ 

Honor—to do the right thing and 
treat others with respect. Judgment— 
to see the future and the path to get 
there. Courage—to take action and 
speak the truth. Determination—to 
produce required results and finish 
what we start. These are the words 
that define greatness; words that serve 
as our test that guide our every 
thought, our every decision, our every 
action; words that should determine 
who we consider friends with whom we 
surround ourselves and how we choose 
leaders; words that should fill both our 
minds and our hearts. And where we 
fall on the scale defined by these words 
will determine not only our success or 
failure as individuals but also our con-
tribution to our organizations, our 
country, and the world. Where we fall 
on this scale will determine our legacy. 

There is much at stake and we can-
not afford to aspire to anything less 
than greatness. And we should remem-
ber our actions, or inaction, affect the 
strength of our military, the posture of 
our country, and the security of the 
world. I would not be speaking to you 
this way if they did not, if somehow 
the world spun on, immune to our 
words and behavior, but that is not the 
case. Every day we send soldiers, ma-
rines, sailors, airmen, and coastguards-
men into harm’s way. We send them to 
defeat an enemy that tests the will of 
our United States Military. We send 
them to provide aid and comfort to 
those in need, and we send them to ma-
ture foreign security forces and govern-
ments struggling to shape their own 
destiny. In executing these missions 
they not only secure our liberty but 
also serve as the single greatest symbol 
of liberty in the world. Collectively, 
they are the most capable force that 
has ever existed. Every day they signal 
to a world at war that both the hand of 
compassion and the sword of justice ex-
tend across the world. 

There is great honor in this, and 
many have worn that badge. Many of 
those are still with us, but too many 
are not, having paid the ultimate price, 
made the ultimate sacrifice in the 
service of our country. But, after all we 
have done and the price we have paid, 
the world remains a chaotic, complex, 
and dangerous place. To see this all 
you have to do is pay even a little at-
tention to the situations in Iraq, Syria, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Russia, Ukraine, 
Western Pacific, Nigeria, Libya, in our 
board rooms, on our production floors, 
in our class rooms, on our televisions, 
and in our governments. 

Now, I could say, let’s just all work it 
out. Let’s bring everybody together on 
any infinite number of problems, con-
flicts, disagreements, and just work 
through them. How simple that sounds. 
Surely that would work. But haven’t 
we tried that before? How many times 
have we tried that before? And, yet, 
here we are still facing some of the 
most vexing problems we have ever 
faced. In fact, at times it seems that 
we are reliving some things we thought 
we had solved, only to see them re- 
emerge. Among many questions we 
must ask—why has it taken over a dec-
ade to develop the sustainment strat-
egy for our new strike fighter, figure 
out the basic rules that govern a global 
spares pool, and appropriately budget 
to stand up supporting depot mainte-
nance capability? Why, after diligent 
collaboration and full transparency, 
could the Department, Industry, and 
Congress, with all our might, find our-
selves incapable of passing common- 
sense revisions to the depot mainte-
nance-related statutes that would have 
benefited all of us? Why, after over half 
a decade and endless debate, could we 
not implement an enterprise, perform-
ance-based approach integrating a col-
lection of individually executed con-
tracts across the Military Departments 
that would have offered greatly im-
proved supply availability and reduced 
cost? Why have we seen nearly a dec-
ade-long decline in naval aviation read-
iness with misleading and confusing ex-
planations for root causes and correc-
tive actions, from denial that there 
even is a problem to the use of false 
narratives underlying recovery strate-
gies? Why, after a completely inte-
grated, multi-service team approach, 
taking nearly half a decade, can we not 
make a much-needed unmanned air 
system software depot source of repair 
assignment? And why, after a decade 
long effort to develop the capability 
and capacity of the Iraqi and Afghan 
Security Forces, have we seen the near 
complete disintegration of those forces 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, defying all 
comprehension, a failed supply system, 
and a dysfunctional maintenance strat-
egy that violates all reasonable logic? 

How is this possible? Why do we tol-
erate this? Some may think my 
thoughts lack sophistication or I sim-
ply don’t understand. I’ll acknowledge 
that we face complex situations, but I 
assure you, I understand all too well. 

The fact is we tolerate too much. We 
tolerate mediocrity or even incom-
petence. We tolerate lies and half- 
truths. We tolerate irresponsible self- 
interest. We tolerate political expedi-
ency. We tolerate any other innumer-
able demonstrations of misbehavior. 
But let’s not confuse tolerance with 
much needed compassion, empathy, 
and flexibility. Certainly, we need to 
see other perspectives and accept alter-
native paths. And we know empathy 
and flexibility are key ingredients in 
collaboration, but that doesn’t mean 
we need to tolerate things that are fun-
damentally wrong, things that will 
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lead us down the path to ruin. I see no 
honor in this, no judgment, no courage. 

In these cases, we must have abso-
lutely no tolerance—no tolerance for 
incompetence, no tolerance for those 
without integrity, and no tolerance for 
self-interest that overrides the greater 
good. And, just to be clear, this is pure-
ly and simply an issue of leadership. 
Some may not see it. And some may be 
misled, burdened with the inability to 
differentiate between true leadership 
and those impersonating leaders. But 
those that are tired of political cor-
rectness, the endless pursuit of con-
sensus, unprofessional behavior, and 
paralyzing bureaucracy, they under-
stand. 

And those that expect vision, those 
that expect strategy, those that expect 
executable plans, those that expect 
fairness, honor, judgment, courage, de-
termination from our leaders, they un-
derstand. And we should certainly not 
tolerate the behaviors of the few with 
cavalier disregard of the facts, the few 
that masquerade as leaders, and those 
that can’t recognize it or lack the will 
to deal with it as they should, those 
that are threatened by honesty and 
candor that send the signal that this is 
ok and that even reward it. Tolerance 
here is insidious and dangerous. It 
doesn’t take many examples to poison 
a culture and affect generations. We 
cannot afford to let this happen. We 
cannot afford anything less than great-
ness. This is why I am speaking this 
way. 

We must have the courage to recog-
nize good performance, regardless of 
whether it is politically correct, and 
deal appropriately with bad perform-
ance. We must have the courage to 
speak truth to those below us, around 
us, and above us. Ambiguity, half- 
truths, misleading messages, and lies 
demonstrate poor judgment and lack of 
courage. Tolerance of this, at best, cre-
ates inefficiency and weakness, and at 
its worst, danger. We all should have 
the judgment and courage to recognize 
this, call it for what it is, and dedicate 
ourselves to eliminating it. 

In this moment we require leaders. 
We require leaders that are capable of 
seeing new patterns in complexity and 
conflict and applying new methods to 
achieve unconventional and uncommon 
outcomes. We need leaders at all levels 
that have no tolerance for status quo 
and mediocrity. We need leaders with 
competence and courage, with the abil-
ity to learn and adapt quickly. We need 
leaders that are comfortable making 
decisions and taking action in the face 
of significant ambiguity, unclear guid-
ance, and near impossible timelines. 
We need leaders that know how to gen-
erate both unity of command and unity 
of effort. It remains all our duty to rec-
ognize and contribute to the greater 
good. We must be able to understand 
the interests of others and exercise the 
flexibility and skill in accommodating 
those interests while protecting our 
own. 

And just because we can see the need 
for collaboration doesn’t mean we can 

just wish it into being. There is a 
science to collaboration and we must 
be well practiced at it. In fact, we 
should all be experts because we must 
accept the simple fact that no truly 
great thing is achievable without oth-
ers. No great accomplishment was, or 
ever will be, possible without collabo-
rative effort. In fact, the more complex 
a thing, the more challenges we face, 
the more disciplines are involved, the 
more integration is required, and the 
more collaboration is demanded. It is 
time for collaboration based on re-
spect—respect for well-argued posi-
tions, respect for expertise, respect for 
remarkable performance. It is time for 
collaboration rooted in both art and 
science. It is time to put in place prin-
ciples that bind us by covenants and 
not just contracts or legal documents. 
It is time to evolve from practitioners 
to experts and evangelists. 

There is clearly science in this, but 
science is not enough. We need the ‘art-
ist.’ We need the artist to apply the 
principals of this science. Like any 
great piece of art, it is not simply a 
collection of canvas and paint applied 
in the correct order. There is an ingre-
dient that only the artist can provide, 
an ingredient that differentiates a 
common work from one that is uncom-
mon. And what makes relationships so 
difficult is that more than one person 
is painting on the canvas at the same 
time and, still, the result must look as 
though only one artist held the brush. 
We need the artists; we need the lead-
ers that know this and have the skill 
to execute it. 

It is time, it is always the time, to 
carefully and ruthlessly choose these 
leaders—leaders that understand what 
I have just said; leaders that dem-
onstrate extraordinary courage, honor, 
determination, and judgment; leaders 
that understand how to nurture and 
protect innovation; leaders that under-
stand and can enable collaboration. 
For it will be only those leaders that 
will take us to new heights of perform-
ance and to deeper connections be-
tween all parties necessary to solve the 
most complex problems of our time. It 
will be only those leaders that will 
move us aggressively forward in the 
right direction, intolerant of mis-
behavior and relentless in the pursuit 
of excellence. 

For us, we see this as our duty. We 
are determined to the produce results 
that are required by our military and 
our country—to fight and win on any 
battlefield, of any kind, at any time. 
The future is ours to shape. And make 
no mistake, the high court of history 
will hold each of us accountable with 
the lives of those we send to stand on 
future battlefields. I ask you to con-
sider what I have just said. 

In this job I have had the honor to 
see the work of patriots, those that 
generate readiness for those that apply 
it, to support and serve beside those 
that stand in harm’s way, and to place 
coins in the hands of thousands that 
embody the words honor, judgment, 

courage, and determination. And what 
is left for me to do now is simply say 
thank you. Thank you to those that se-
cure our freedom, no matter their posi-
tion. Thank you to those for which I 
have great admiration and to which I 
will always be in debt.’’ 

John’s speech is a lesson to us all. I 
personally will strive to answer the 
call and live up to the virtues he 
praises: honor, judgment, courage, and 
determination. As I stated in a video 
message to this year’s symposium 
attendees, I count myself fortunate and 
blessed to call John a friend and wish 
him continued success in his future en-
deavors. 

Thank you. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO JORDAN SMITH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to give tribute to a Ken-
tuckian who has become a local icon 
and a national celebrity. Jordan Smith 
from Harlan, KY, has risen to fame 
over the past few months for his as-
tounding performances throughout this 
season of the television show The 
Voice. He sang his way into the hearts 
of Americans, and following his ren-
dition of Queen’s ‘‘Somebody to Love’’ 
on December 16, the show’s viewers 
voted him to a first place win. 

I know I speak for my fellow Ken-
tuckians when I say we are so proud to 
have someone like Jordan representing 
our State. This proud Kentucky Wild-
cat fan not only clinched a first place 
win in the competition, he also rose to 
a No. 1 spot on iTunes for record sales, 
beating out superstars like Adele. I 
think we have so many talented indi-
viduals like Jordan in Kentucky, and I 
am so glad that everyone else thinks 
so, too. 

A homecoming parade in Jordan’s 
honor is scheduled for Monday, Decem-
ber 21, in his hometown. Kentucky is 
excited to welcome him home and even 
more so to see what he will do with his 
amazing talent in the future. I would 
like to congratulate Jordan Smith for 
all his success. I am certain we will be 
hearing much more from him in the 
years to come. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that an article about Jordan’s his-
toric win from the Harlan Daily Enter-
prise be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Harlan Daily Enterprise, Dec. 15, 

2015] 
SMITH IS SEASON 9 VOICE WINNER 

(By Reina P. Cunningham) 
After months of show-stopping perform-

ances, Harlan native Jordan Smith has been 
announced as Season 9 winner of the hit re-
ality television show ‘The Voice,’ winning 
$100,000 and a recording contract with Repub-
lic Records. 

Going into the show, Smith was sitting 
pretty at the No. 1 spots on both ‘The Voice’ 
and the Top 100 iTunes charts with his most 
recent single, ‘Mary Did You Know.’ Sitting 
at the No. 1 spot is nothing new for the 
young man who beat out national singing 
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sensation Adele for the No. 1 spot on the Top 
100 iTunes chart—he has entered most of the 
results rounds in the same situation. Addi-
tionally, going into the live results finale, 
Smith held half of the top 10 spots on ‘The 
Voice’ iTunes charts and had 10 singles rank-
ing on ‘The Voice’ chart—no easy feat con-
sidering the criteria for doing so means the 
single must be ranked on the Top 200 iTunes 
chart. 

In addition to performing with former con-
testants from this season, Smith performed 
with former Voice coach and world renowned 
singer Usher on Tuesday night’s live results 
show. The duo sang Usher’s hit ‘Without 
You’ with the crowd screaming and cheering 
throughout the performance as Smith show-
cased his broad range. 

Throughout the show, Smith has remained 
humble as the judges continue to remark on 
his flawless performances, citing his perfec-
tion and ability to connect with the audi-
ence. 

The judges are not the only ones raving 
about Smith. Fans are posting on social 
media about how much the young artist has 
inspired them through his music. In addition 
to purchasing iTunes and making social 
media posts, fans cannot get enough of 
Smith’s performances. As of the finale show 
on Tuesday, Smith’s YouTube performances 
on the show had an outstanding 55 million 
views to date. 

Smith spoke about what the experience 
has meant to him in an interview that aired 
during the live finale. The young singer, who 
continuously stressed how important it is to 
him to make it acceptable to be who you are, 
echoed those sentiments again during the 
interview, saying if he won the show it would 
prove it. 

‘‘You can be exactly who you are . . . to be 
the winner of The Voice would just prove 
that,’’ said Smith. 

Later in the show, the top 4 performers 
were surprised with brand new vehicles— 
courtesy of the show’s partners, Nissan. 

Smith chose the Nissan Altima and ex-
pressed his gratitude for the vehicle, saying 
he would not have to borrow his parents’ car 
anymore. 

Smith was the only remaining contestant 
on coach Adam Levine’s team and the coach 
was obviously thrilled for the young man 
who he says has inspired him throughout the 
show. 

Smith will be making appearances on nu-
merous upcoming television shows as a re-
sult of the win. 

A homecoming celebration is planned on 
Monday in Smith’s honor. A parade will 
begin at 2:30 p.m. in downtown Harlan fol-
lowed by a program at 4 p.m. at the Harlan 
Center. 

To continue following Smith, like his 
Facebook page and follow him on Twitter. 

f 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as we 
close the book on the first session of 
the 114th Congress, our attention is on 
the thousands of pages in the omnibus 
spending bill. But as the Republican 
leadership rushes to spin the press 
about what the Senate has accom-
plished in their 12 months in the ma-
jority, there is one Senate responsi-
bility that should not get lost in the 
noise. That is our responsibility to 
equip our coequal branches of govern-
ment, the Federal judiciary and the ex-
ecutive branch, with the confirmed 
public servants that both branches 
need to serve the American people. 

Senate Republicans began the year 
by filibustering the nomination of the 
first Black woman to be nominated for 
the position of Attorney General of the 
United States. No other Attorney Gen-
eral nominee in our history has been 
met with a filibuster. That did not stop 
Republicans from holding up Loretta 
Lynch’s nomination longer than the 
last seven Attorneys Generals com-
bined. Our Nation’s top law enforce-
ment official deserved better treat-
ment, but the fight to get her a con-
firmation vote previewed how difficult 
it would be to get votes scheduled on 
other crucial nominees. Republicans 
have blocked confirmation votes for 
the people nominated to serve as Am-
bassadors to some of our closest allies. 
They have blocked consideration of 
nominees who would help keep our 
country safe from terrorist threats, in-
cluding a Treasury Department nomi-
nee who would lead an office that in-
vestigates terrorist financing. 

By the end of this week, Senate Re-
publicans will have also earned the du-
bious distinction of matching the 
record for confirming the fewest an-
nual number of judicial nominees in 
more than half a century. Too many 
Americans who have sought justice in 
our Federal courts this year have in-
stead found delays and empty court-
rooms because of Senate Republicans’ 
obstruction on judicial nominees. I am 
concerned that Republicans’ treatment 
of our third branch risks politicizing it 
and diminishing the role that it was 
designed to play in our system of gov-
ernment. 

For the first 6 years of President 
Obama’s tenure in office, Senate Re-
publicans pulled out every stop to ob-
struct confirmations on judicial nomi-
nees—systematically filibustering 
nominees and abandoning the Senate’s 
tradition of confirming consensus judi-
cial nominees before long recesses. 
While I was hopeful they would change 
course once they assumed the major-
ity, they have instead taken their ob-
struction to unprecedented heights by 
virtually shutting down judicial con-
firmations. 

Over the course of the entire year, 
Senate Republicans have allowed judi-
cial confirmation votes for only 11 
nominees. In stark contrast, when Sen-
ate Democrats were in the majority 
during the seventh year of the Bush 
Presidency, we confirmed 40 judges 
that year—more than triple the num-
ber of judges confirmed this year. The 
Senate has a constitutional duty to 
provide advice and consent on the 
President’s nominees. It is part of the 
core duties we must fulfill as Senators, 
and a fully functioning Federal judici-
ary is dependent on us meeting this ob-
ligation. 

I have urged the Republican leaders 
to allow confirmation votes on the 
uncontroversial judicial nominees be-
fore the end of the year. We have 19 ju-
dicial nominees still pending on the 
floor. Each of these nominees was voice 
voted out of the Judiciary Committee, 

and each has the support of their home 
State Senators. Traditionally, the Sen-
ate has confirmed such consensus 
nominees at the end of a session, but 
Republicans have repeatedly refused to 
do so during the Obama Presidency. 
This is the seventh year in a row that 
Senate Republicans are rejecting the 
Senate’s practice of consenting to con-
firmation votes at the end of a session. 
At the end of 2009, Senate Republicans 
left 10 judicial nominees on the Senate 
floor without a vote. At the end of 2010 
and again in 2011, Senate Republicans 
left 19 judicial nominees pending on 
the calendar as they left town. In 2012, 
it was 11 judicial nominees, and in 2013, 
it was nine that Senate Republicans 
left pending on the floor. Last year, 
Senate Republicans attempted to block 
12 nominees on the floor in December. 
Fortunately, because Leader REID took 
seriously the Senate’s duty to fill judi-
cial vacancies and filed cloture on 
those nominees, we were able to get 
those nominees confirmed. In each of 
the last 2 years of the George W. Bush 
administration when Democrats were 
in the Senate majority, we confirmed 
all of President Bush’s judicial nomi-
nees pending on the Executive Cal-
endar in December before we left for 
the year. Contrast that with this year 
when Senate Republicans are leaving 19 
judicial nominees pending on the floor 
as they head home. 

The Republicans’ double standard for 
President Obama’s nominees will force 
the Senate to spend time next year 
doing work that should have been com-
pleted by now. For example, for the 19 
nominations Senate Republicans left in 
2010 and again in 2011, it took nearly 
half the following year in each case for 
the Senate to confirm these nominees. 
Perhaps Senate Republicans’ real in-
tent is to just run out the clock on the 
Obama administration—but these 
delays are not procedural abstractions 
without real world consequences. For 
the judicial nominees who have already 
made a commitment to public service 
in the Federal judiciary, the obstruc-
tion means they must continue to wait 
and keep their professional lives on 
hold wondering if the Senate will do its 
job. 

The consequences for the judges cur-
rently serving in the Federal judiciary, 
as well as the litigants seeking justice 
before them, are also very real. Senate 
Republicans’ treatment of judicial 
nominations has resulted in a dramatic 
increase in judicial vacancies this year. 
Since Republicans took over the ma-
jority in January, judicial vacancies 
have increased by more than 50 per-
cent—from 42 to 66. These vacancies 
impact communities across America, 
and it is doing the most harm to States 
with at least one Republican Senator. 
Of the 66 current vacancies that exist, 
47 of them—or more than 70 percent— 
are in States with at least one Repub-
lican Senator. 

Of critical concern is the fact that ju-
dicial vacancies deemed to be ‘‘emer-
gency’’ vacancies by the Administra-
tive Office of the U.S. Courts have 
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more than doubled this year. These va-
cancies represent judicial districts 
where caseloads are unmanageably 
high, leading to lengthier delays for 
parties before those courts; yet, as we 
leave for the year, 9 of the 19 nominees 
pending on the floor that Senate Re-
publicans refuse to confirm are judicial 
emergency vacancies in Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
Iowa, New York, and California. 

In addition to the article III nomi-
nees, there are five nominees to the 
U.S. Court of Federal Claims who were 
nominated well over a year ago. Each 
of these nominees was unanimously 
voice voted out of Committee last year 
and again this year. The Court of Fed-
eral Claims has been referred to as the 
‘‘keeper of the nation’s conscience’’ 
and ‘‘the People’s Court’’ because it al-
lows citizens with claims against the 
government to promptly seek justice. 
It is critically important that we con-
firm the five pending nominees to this 
court. However, they continue to be 
blocked by a single Republican Sen-
ator—the junior Senator of Arkansas. 

Senator COTTON claims to have con-
cerns that the court’s caseload is not 
high enough and that the court should 
simply depend on senior judges coming 
out of retirement to hear cases. A re-
cent letter to the committee from the 
chief judge of the Court of Federal 
Claims, however, indicates that only 
one of the nine senior judges is willing 
to be recalled for full-time duty and 
the other three would only agree to be 
recalled on a limited basis. Further-
more, the court’s overall caseload has 
increased by 9 percent over the last 
year. No member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee raised caseload concerns when 
these nominees were unanimously ap-
proved by voice vote last year or again 
this year. There is no good reason for 
Senator COTTON to deprive Americans 
across the country of a fully func-
tioning Court of Federal Claims by 
blocking the five highly qualified 
nominees from receiving an up-or-down 
vote. These nominees include Armando 
Bonilla, a Cuban American who has de-
voted his entire career to public serv-
ice at the U.S. Department of Justice; 
Jeri Somers, an African-American 
woman who spent over two decades 
serving as a judge advocate general and 
as a military judge; and several others 
who would contribute to our justice 
system. As these nominees approach 
the 2-year mark of waiting for the Sen-
ate to take up their confirmations, I 
urge Senator COTTON to consider these 
well-qualified nominees on their mer-
its. 

I have heard some suggest that Re-
publicans’ glacial pace on judicial con-
firmations is political retribution for 
the change to Senate rules regarding 
nominations. This obstruction, how-
ever, does not hurt U.S. Senators—it 
hurts the American people. Behind the 
statistics on Republican obstruction— 
the number of nominees languishing 
without votes on the Senate floor, the 
rising number of judicial vacancies, 

and the dramatic increase in emer-
gency vacancies—are the experiences 
of real people in our justice system— 
individuals and small businesses seek-
ing justice in our Federal courts who 
end up waiting for years for overbur-
dened courts to hear their claims. 

The national press, including the 
Wall Street Journal and the Associated 
Press, has highlighted the devastating 
effects of the high number of judicial 
vacancies. The Wall Street Journal 
interviewed one of the Federal judges 
in a California district where a judge-
ship went unfilled for almost 3 years. 
Judge Lawrence J. O’Neill said, ‘‘Over 
the years I’ve received several letters 
from people indicating, ‘Even if I win 
this case now, my business has failed 
because of the delay. How is this jus-
tice?’ And the simple answer, which I 
cannot give them, is this: It is not jus-
tice. We know it.’’ 

Senate Republicans’ obstruction on 
judicial nominees has also had another 
effect; it has halted the enormous 
progress needed in making the Federal 
judiciary better reflect the citizenry it 
serves. This progress increases public 
confidence in our justice system. I am 
proud of the fact that there are more 
women and minorities than ever before 
serving on our Federal bench. 

Yet, as we conclude this session, the 
Senate is leaving several nominees of 
color with outstanding qualifications 
on the floor without votes. This in-
cludes Judge Luis Felipe Restrepo, who 
was nominated to a judicial emergency 
vacancy in the third circuit well over a 
year ago. When he is eventually con-
firmed, he will be the first Hispanic 
judge from Pennsylvania on the third 
circuit. Judge Restrepo has the strong 
support of the Hispanic National Bar 
Association and has bipartisan support 
from his home State Senators, Senator 
TOOMEY and Senator CASEY. Senator 
TOOMEY has said not only that he 
strongly supports Judge Restrepo’s 
confirmation, but that he also rec-
ommended him to the President. De-
spite this overwhelming support for his 
nomination and the emergency va-
cancy that needs to be filled urgently, 
Republican leadership recently skipped 
over Judge Restrepo on the Executive 
Calendar to confirm a district court 
nominee from Tennessee for a non-
emergency judgeship. 

In addition to Judge Restrepo, Sen-
ate Republicans are adjourning for the 
year with four exceptional African- 
American district court nominees and 
an exceptional Hispanic district court 
nominee held up on the floor. Two of 
the African-American nominees—Wa-
verly Crenshaw and Edward Stanton— 
have been nominated to district court 
positions in Tennessee. Both have the 
support of their home State Republican 
Senators and were unanimously ap-
proved by the Judiciary Committee by 
voice vote. The three other nominees of 
color—Justice Wilhelmina Wright to 
the District of Minnesota and John 
Vazquez and Julien Neals to the Dis-
trict of New Jersey—are all nominated 

to judicial emergency vacancies. All 
have the support of their home State 
Senators, and all were voted out of the 
Judiciary Committee by voice vote. 
The only reason all of these nominees 
could not be confirmed this week is 
that Senate Republicans would not 
allow it. 

While there is no reason not to hold 
votes on these nominees today, I am 
glad that Republicans have consented 
to a bipartisan plan to confirm five 
well-qualified judicial nominees in the 
5-week period after we return in the 
new year. Because of this agreement, 
the Senate will be on pace in the first 
2 months of next year to confirm al-
most half the number of nominees it 
took us this entire year to confirm. 
Under the agreement, the Senate will 
hold confirmation votes for Judge 
Restrepo as well as four district court 
nominees: Justice Wilhelmina Wright 
to the district of Minnesota; John 
Vazquez to the district of New Jersey; 
Judge Rebecca Ebinger to the southern 
district of Iowa; and Judge Leonard 
Strand to the northern district of Iowa. 
Four of these nominees are nominated 
to fill emergency vacancies, and three 
are nominees of color. This agreement 
allows for good progress that the Sen-
ate must continue to build on, so that 
we reduce judicial vacancies to ensure 
that Americans can seek timely justice 
in our courts. 

Federal judges serve an essential role 
in communities across the Nation. In 2 
weeks, the Chief Justice of the United 
States will issue his end-of-year report. 
His predecessor often noted in such re-
ports the impact of unfilled judicial va-
cancies on the functioning of the third 
branch. I hope that such a core re-
source matter will again be addressed 
in the upcoming report because the Re-
publican majority’s treatment of nomi-
nations this past year has been an his-
toric disappointment. 

I hope that, in the new year, the Sen-
ate will make progress on the judicial 
nominees pending in the Judiciary 
Committee as well as on additional 
nominees that we receive from the 
President. I was glad to hear the ma-
jority leader’s remarks this week that 
he does not believe there should be a 
cutoff point for confirming qualified 
judicial nominees in an election year. 
The majority leader has been con-
sistent on this view, and I commend 
him for it. In July 2008, the Senate Re-
publican caucus held a hearing solely 
dedicated to arguing that the Thur-
mond rule does not exist. At that hear-
ing, the senior Senator from Kentucky 
stated: ‘‘I think it’s clear that there is 
no Thurmond Rule. And I think the 
facts demonstrate that.’’ Similarly, the 
Senator from Iowa, my friend who is 
now serving as chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee, stated at that hearing 
that the Thurmond rule was in his view 
‘‘plain bunk.’’ He said: ‘‘The reality is 
that the Senate has never stopped con-
firming judicial nominees during the 
last few months of a president’s term.’’ 
That was certainly the case when 
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Democrats were in the majority in the 
last 2 years of the George W. Bush ad-
ministration. I served as chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee then, and I 
can tell you that Senate Democrats 
confirmed 22 of President Bush’s judi-
cial nominees in the second half of 2008. 

The American people deserve to have 
judicial vacancies in their commu-
nities filled. Hard-working Americans 
across this country are counting on us 
to do our jobs as Senators. Our con-
stituents call our offices and meet with 
us to let us know how they feel about 
the legislative issues before us. They 
should not also have to ask us to fulfill 
the bare minimum of our constitu-
tional duties, such as the duty to con-
sider nominees in a timely manner to 
keep the third branch of government 
fully functioning. 

I sincerely hope the new year will 
bring a new approach from Senate Re-
publicans and that we can move for-
ward to confirm all of the pending judi-
cial nominees without further delay. 

f 

REJECTING HATEFUL RHETORIC 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, for more 

than 235 years, the United States has 
served as a beacon of hope and oppor-
tunity for millions coming to our 
shores seeking a better life. Ours is a 
nation founded upon the ideal of free-
dom, and throughout our history, there 
have been moments when this most 
fundamental ideal has been challenged. 
The complicated history of our Nation 
is not without its dark moments, but 
at every turn, we have sought to re-
commit ourselves to our basic ideals 
and principles, always moving to be a 
more inclusive society. 

Today, as some continue to espouse 
hate-filled views that demonize those 
of a certain faith, we need thoughtful 
voices to speak out and remind us all 
of what we stand for as Americans. In 
his column this weekend in the Rut-
land Herald, veteran journalist Barrie 
Dunsmore did just that. He reminded 
us that in the wake of the attacks on 
Pearl Harbor, our own government 
rushed to judge Japanese Americans 
and imprisoned them in internment 
camps out of fear they sought to do us 
harm. This was a deplorable response 
to a national tragedy that remains a 
stain on our history. Mr. Dunsmore re-
flected on how this fear was perpet-
uated by news media professionals who 
enabled these scare tactics through 
their reporting and the response by 
some elected leaders who also promul-
gated this fear through their own ac-
tions. 

Fear is what drove the racist and un-
constitutional response to Japanese 
Americans in the wake of the attacks 
on Pearl Harbor in 1941. And fear is 
what is encouraging some to recklessly 
hurl suspicion on Muslim Americans 
today in the wake of a terrorist attack 
in San Bernardino, CA, and unrest 
around the world. As Americans, we 
must categorically reject the divisive 
and corrosive rhetoric of fear that only 
serves to undermine us as a nation. 

Americans cannot let themselves be 
coerced by the politics of fear today. If 
we do, then the terrorists and extrem-
ists will have won. Terrorists want us 
to be afraid, and they want us to be a 
nation divided. Groups like ISIS ac-
tively promote the narrative that Mus-
lims are not welcome in the United 
States, and the xenophobic, hateful 
rhetoric espoused by some today plays 
into our enemies’ hands. It also de-
means us as a democratic nation found-
ed on the principles of freedom, equal-
ity, and liberty. We should not let our 
country be defined by irresponsible 
fear-mongering. We are better than 
that. 

Columns like the one written this 
weekend by Barrie Dunsmore are im-
portant reminders of just how far we 
have come as a nation. We cannot turn 
back now, and we cannot turn against 
our fellow Americans now. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a copy of Barrie Dunsmore’s 
column from Sunday, December 13, 
2015, be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Rutland Herald, Dec. 13, 2015] 
FEAR IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT 

(By Barrie Dunsmore) 
‘‘Nothing in modern politics equates with 

the rhetoric from candidate Trump.’’ So 
wrote Dan Balz this past week in The Wash-
ington Post. 

Balz is the Post’s veteran and scrupulously 
nonpartisan senior political correspondent. 
He also wrote: ‘‘Trump’s call for a ban on 
Muslims entering the United States marked 
a sudden and sizable escalation—and in this 
case one that sent shock waves around the 
world—in the inflammatory and sometimes 
demagogic rhetoric of the candidate who 
continues to lead virtually every national 
and state poll testing whom Republicans 
favor for their presidential candidate.’’ Evi-
dence of Trump’s support can be seen in polls 
since the Muslim ban idea was proposed, in 
which a substantial majority evidently 
agrees with him. 

In offering a defense for his latest scheme, 
Trump cited President Franklin Roosevelt’s 
decision to intern thousands of Japanese- 
Americans shortly after the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor in 1941. News reports this 
past week have mentioned this comparison— 
which was probably news to many Ameri-
cans. When I was teaching a semester at 
Middlebury College, a senior who was an A 
student, told me he had never heard of the 
Japanese internment. That inspired me to 
give the subject extra attention in class, and 
to recall that period of history in this news-
paper nearly a decade ago. What follows are 
elements of that column. 

On Dec. 7, 1941, Japanese forces attacked 
Pearl Harbor, killing more than 2,000 people 
and destroying much of the U.S. Pacific 
fleet. On Feb. 19, 1942, President Roosevelt 
signed executive order No. 9066. 

Over the next eight months, 120,000 individ-
uals of Japanese descent were ordered to 
leave their homes in California, Washington, 
Oregon and Arizona. Two-thirds were Amer-
ican citizens representing almost 90 percent 
of all Japanese-Americans. No charges were 
brought against these individuals; there were 
no judicial hearings. 

After being temporarily held in detention 
camps set up in converted race tracks and 
fairgrounds, the internees were transported 

to concentration camps in the deserts and 
swamplands of the Southwest. There, they 
were kept in overcrowded rooms with no fur-
niture other than cots, surrounded by barbed 
wire and military police. There they re-
mained for three years. 

Why did this happen? In a word: fear. But 
it was a fear that was incited, encouraged 
and exploited by political players of many 
stripes. In the weeks that followed the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, California was teem-
ing with rumors of sabotage and espionage. 
The mayor of Los Angeles, Fletcher Bowron, 
spread the story that Japanese fishermen 
and farmers had been seen mysteriously wav-
ing lights along the state’s shoreline. The 
top American military commander for the 
region, General John DeWitt, reported as 
true rumors that enemy planes had passed 
over California—and claimed that 20,000 Jap-
anese were about to stage an uprising in San 
Francisco. All of these stories were false. 

The news media also did its share of 
rumor-mongering. The Hearst columnist 
Damon Runyon erroneously reported that a 
radio transmitter had been discovered in a 
rooming house that catered to Japanese resi-
dents. Even the respected national columnist 
Walter Lippmann warned of a likely major 
act of sabotage by ethnic Japanese. 

It would not be long before virtually all 
West Coast newspapers, the American Le-
gion, the L.A. Chamber of Commerce, a host 
of other business and fraternal organiza-
tions—not to mention the area’s top polit-
ical and military leaders—were demanding 
that all persons of Japanese ancestry be re-
moved from the West Coast. Many of these 
demands were overtly racist, such as that of 
the attorney general of Idaho, who pro-
claimed all Japanese should ‘‘be put into 
concentration camps for the remainder of 
the war . . . We want to keep this a white 
man’s country.’’ 

Professor Geoffrey Stone points out in his 
book, ‘‘Perilous Times: Free Speech In War-
time,’’ ‘‘There was not a single documented 
act of espionage, sabotage or treasonable ac-
tivity committed by an American citizen of 
Japanese descent or by a Japanese national 
residing on the West Coast.’’ 

President Roosevelt was not being pushed 
by his own advisers to sign the order for the 
internment. Attorney General Francis Bid-
dle opposed it. So did FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover who described the demands for mass 
evacuations as ‘‘public hysteria.’’ Secretary 
of War Henry Stimson thought internment 
was a ‘‘tragedy’’ and almost certainly uncon-
stitutional. 

Professor Stone concludes, ‘‘Although Roo-
sevelt explained the order in terms of mili-
tary necessity, there is little doubt that do-
mestic politics played a role in his thinking, 
particularly since 1942 was an election year.’’ 
And, of course, the U.S. had been attacked 
and was now involved in another world war. 

Those civil libertarians who opposed inter-
ment and thought that the Supreme Court 
would ultimately reverse Roosevelt’s order 
would be disappointed. Two related cases 
eventually reached the court, and in both, 
the convictions were upheld. 

Years later some of those directly involved 
would publicly express regret for their deci-
sions in these cases. The famously liberal 
Justice William O. Douglas later confessed, 
‘‘I have always regretted that I bowed to my 
elders.’’ The also noted liberal Chief Justice 
Earl Warren, who as attorney general of 
California played a pivotal role in the proc-
ess, wrote in his memoirs in 1974 that intern-
ment ‘‘was not in keeping with our American 
concept of freedom and the rights of citi-
zens.’’ 

On Feb. 19, 1976, as part of the national bi-
centennial, President Gerald Ford issued a 
proclamation noting that the anniversary of 
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Roosevelt’s internment order was ‘‘a sad day 
in American history’’ because it was 
‘‘wrong.’’ Ford concluded by calling upon the 
American people ‘‘to affirm with me this 
promise: that we have learned from the trag-
edy of that long ago experience’’ and ‘‘re-
solve that this kind of action shall never 
again be repeated.’’ 

But fast forward four decades: another war, 
another election. And many Americans seem 
perfectly willing to repeat what was resolved 
never again to be repeated. Once again, 
fear—dare I say—threatens to trump this 
country’s better instincts. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DANFORTH PEWTER 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 

take a moment to celebrate the success 
of another Vermont business, Danforth 
Pewter, which this year celebrates 40 
years of producing quality, hand-craft-
ed pewter products. Danforth Pewter— 
owned and operated by Fred and Judi 
Danforth—opened for business in 1975 
in Woodstock, VT. What started as a 
family business operating in a milk 
house in an old dairy barn has ex-
panded to a workshop and flagship 
store in Middlebury and a network of 
retail stores in Burlington, Waterbury, 
and Woodstock, VT, and in Colonial 
Williamsburg, VA. 

This rich history of Danforth Pewter, 
however, dates back more than two- 
and-a-half centuries, when Thomas 
Danforth II opened his pewter shop in 
Middletown, CT in 1755. Generations of 
Danforths followed in the patriarch’s 
footsteps until 1873. A century later, 
Fred Danforth and his wife, Judi, also 
an artist, rekindled the family tradi-
tion and, following in the footsteps of 
his great-great-great-great-great- 
grandfather, reopened what is today a 
thriving business with a reputation for 
quality that extends far beyond the 
Green Mountains of Vermont. Fast for-
ward to today, and the Danforth 
pewterer legacy lives on. Using the 
same techniques to cast pewter today 
as were originally used by Thomas 
Danforth II is an even greater testa-
ment to the longevity of fine crafts-
manship and the quality of the goods 
produced at Danforth Pewter. 

Every time Marcelle and I visit Dan-
forth Pewter, we are impressed by the 
time and effort that goes into each 
piece. We shared the quality of this 
craftsmanship in 2008 when we shared 
palm stones crafted at Danforth Pew-
ter with other delegates at the 2008 Na-
tional Convention. Whenever we are in 
Middlebury, Marcelle and I try to stop 
in the store and see what new pieces 
are available. Our home in Vermont is 
dotted with Danforth Pewter pieces, 
and many hold special memories for us. 
These pieces are part of what makes 
our house in Vermont truly our home. 

The Burlington Free Press recently 
ran an article highlighting the long 
history of Danforth Pewter, punc-
tuated with images of some of the com-
pany’s most historic pieces. I ask unan-
imous consent that this December 11, 
2015, article entitled ‘‘Inside the world 
of Danforth Pewter’ ’’ be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Burlington Free Press, Dec. 11, 
2015] 

INSIDE THE WORLD OF DANFORTH PEWTER 
(By Fred Danforth) 

In his wonderful book ‘‘The Connecticut,’’ 
Walter Hard tells of the development of 
trade along the Connecticut River by the 
American colonists. In one chapter he de-
scribes itinerant peddlers with horse-drawn 
carts who were the first to distribute the 
wares of the 18th-century artisans of the 
Connecticut Valley. 

Some of the wares on those carts were 
most likely pewter mugs and plates made by 
Thomas Danforth and his six sons in the late 
1700s and early 1800s. 

Thomas Danforth opened his pewter work-
shop in Middletown, Connecticut, on the 
banks of the Connecticut River, in 1755 and 
his sons, grandsons and great-grandsons con-
tinued crafting pewter in their respective 
workshops until 1873, when the last of the 
early American Danforth pewterers died. 
Some of the pewter pieces made by these Co-
lonial and early American Danforths have 
made their way into the Smithsonian, the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the 
Winterthur Museum in Delaware, the 
DeWitt-Wallace Museum in Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, and many other American muse-
ums. 

FRED AND JUDI CONNECT 
In the middle of the 20th century, Judi 

Danforth, who was then Judi Whipple, also 
grew up on the shores of the Connecticut 
River, in Claremont. New Hampshire. Fred 
Danforth, whose father was the family gene-
alogist, came to Vermont from Ohio to at-
tend Middlebury College. When Fred and 
Judi met in Middlebury, they discovered 
that they not only liked each other a lot, but 
they had a common interest in pewter. Judi 
had studied silversmithing and pewtering at 
the school for American Craftsmen in Roch-
ester, New York, and was determined to be-
come a pewterer. 

Fred aspired to fine woodworking and 
knew that the four pewter pieces on his fam-
ily’s mantle were made by his great-great- 
great-great-great grandfather Thomas Dan-
forth and his family. With a little cajoling 
Fred shifted his creative interest from wood 
to pewter. After a short apprenticeship in 
the basic skills of pewtering and a brief stint 
working for an entrepreneur in Nova Scotia, 
the two returned to Vermont and found the 
perfect spot to follow their new passion in 
Woodstock, and 102 years after the last of 
the early American Danforths stopped work-
ing in pewter, the Danforth family pewter 
trade came to life again, once more in the 
Connecticut River Valley. 

Using the rampant lion from Thomas Dan-
forth’s touchmark on their first sign, Fred 
and Judi Danforth opened their pewter shop 
in Woodstock, Vermont in 1975. 

Fred says ‘‘We were inspired by the bur-
geoning revival of the American Crafts 
movement in Vermont in the 1970s. We were 
brimming with design ideas and our goal was 
to make well-designed appealing functional 
pieces that people could use every day and 
enjoy for generations.’’ The shop in Wood-
stock was in the milk house of an old dairy 
barn. The makeshift showroom was in their 
living room in a tired 1789 farm house. 

‘INTO THE WOODS’ 
After two years of successfully attracting 

both locals and visiting tourists to their 
fledgling business, they decided to move 
closer to friends in Addison County to begin 
raising their family and to pursue a new ap-
proach to their business. 

‘‘We moved into the woods,’’ Fred con-
tinues, ‘‘some might say back to the land, in 
Lincoln. This presented new challenges for 
our business and we had to work hard to 
make it succeed. In order to reach customers 
we began attending more craft fairs and se-
lectively selling our growing product line to 
stores around Vermont including Frog Hol-
low. We created our first touchmark based 
on the same rampant lion of Thomas Dan-
forth II.’’ 

‘‘And this was when Judi became a sculp-
tor. She began carving wax into a whimsical 
range of buttons in the shapes of animals 
and flowers. They were immediately popular 
on the craft fair circuit, not to mention on 
the sweaters of our two beautiful young 
daughters.’’ The business grew in new direc-
tions as the couple went to trade shows and 
sold their buttons and pins and then orna-
ments to stores all over the country. 

EXPAND TO MIDDLEBURY 
By 1988, they had 12 employees and had 

outgrown the workshop in the Danforths’ 
barn in Lincoln. They built a new facility 
next to Woody Jackson’s Holy Cow in 
Middlebury. Soon thereafter Judi’s carving 
skill won them the license to make Winnie 
the Pooh pewter for Walt Disney, which led 
to another period of growth in a new direc-
tion. 

In the late 1990s, the company returned to 
its roots and refocused its energies on Fred 
and Judi’s original designs. In 1997 Danforth 
Pewter was honored by the SBA when Fred 
and Judi were the co-winners of the Vermont 
Small Business Person of the Year Award. 

In 2006, the company took another big step, 
putting their flagship retail store in 
Middlebury into the same building as the 
workshop. One set of observation windows 
lets guests see 100–year-old lathes being used 
by skilled artisans to make oil lamps, can-
dlesticks, baby cups and other holloware. 
Another set of windows gives a look into the 
casting shop where visitors can see molten 
pewter being carefully poured into some of 
the hundreds of vulcanized rubber molds the 
company uses to make jewelry, holiday orna-
ments and figurines. 

NETWORK OF PEWTER STORES 
Today, the company employs around 60 

people, and the network of Danforth Pewter 
stores has grown to include a boutique on 
Middlebury’s Main St; stores in Burlington, 
Waterbury, Woodstock, and Williamsburg, 
Virginia; a holiday kiosk in the University 
Mall in South Burlington in November and 
December; and several retail events around 
New England. The company also has a thriv-
ing online business at 
www.danforthpewter.com, as well as a na-
tional wholesale business. In addition, Dan-
forth makes custom designs, such as the bot-
tle stoppers for one of Whistlepig Whiskey’s 
high-end offerings, and holiday ornaments 
for Life is Good. 

A lot has changed since Thomas Danforth 
II opened his pewter workshop in 1755, but 
there are a lot of things that he’d recognize 
if he walked into Danforth’s Middlebury 
workshop today. The process of casting pew-
ter by pouring molten pewter into a mold is 
a technique he used that’s still in use today. 

Hopefully, he’d also recognize a passion for 
good design and for quality craftsmanship. 
And he’d certainly recognize some of the 
pieces of Colonial-era and early American 
Danforth pewter that are on display in each 
Danforth store, including one or two that he 
made himself all the way back in the 1700s. 

f 

OMNIBUS LEGISLATION 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I sup-
port this bipartisan budget package 
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that is an important step forward for 
our country. 

With this deal, we have avoided the 
devastating sequester cuts—which is 
incredibly important for our economy, 
for our workers, and for our businesses. 

We did not allow the government to 
shut down over divisive issues—like 
taking away access to reproductive 
health care for millions of women. 

We fought to protect investments 
that are vital to our families, children, 
seniors, veterans, women, college stu-
dents, communities, and our environ-
ment. 

By definition, no deal is ever perfect. 
No one will get everything they want— 
especially in a divided government, but 
this agreement is good for our country 
in many ways. 

I will start with the extension of the 
clean energy investments included in 
this package. 

Look at my State. We know what is 
at stake. Clean energy has proven to be 
a huge engine of economic growth in 
California. 

So extending the wind and solar en-
ergy tax incentives will help create 
tens of thousands of clean energy jobs 
across the country that will benefit 
American families and the environ-
ment, increase our energy independ-
ence, and protect our children and 
grandchildren from dangerous pollu-
tion. 

Extending the wind and solar tax in-
centives will eliminate over 10 times 
more carbon emissions than lifting the 
oil export ban will create. Combined, 
these incentives are expected to reduce 
annual carbon emissions equal to the 
emissions from 66 coal-fired power 
plants or 50 million passenger cars. 

Extending the Investment Tax Cred-
it, ITC, for solar would create an esti-
mated 61,000 jobs in 2017 alone and 
avoid losing 80,000 solar jobs. 

And extending the Production Tax 
Credit, PTC, would allow the wind in-
dustry to grow to over 100,000 jobs in 4 
years and continue toward supporting 
500,000 jobs by 2030. 

These provisions are a game chang-
er—and I am thrilled they were in-
cluded. 

I also strongly support the 9/11 First 
Responders provision. In this country, 
we take care of the people who put 
their lives on the line for us. These 
men and women answered the call of 
duty when our Nation was under at-
tack. 

I never understood why it took so 
long to do this, and it is a moral out-
rage that this program was allowed to 
expire in the first place. We should 
never have left them in limbo for 
health care. 

We would never ever leave our 
wounded soldiers on the battlefield, 
and we should have never ever have 
given these brave first responders even 
a moment of doubt that we would be 
there for them. 

I want to praise Senator GILLIBRAND, 
Senator SCHUMER, and Jon Stewart for 
putting this issue on the map—and get-

ting these 9/11 heroes the health care 
they need—and deserve. And I want to 
say this: it was then-Senator Hillary 
Clinton who, as a member of EPW, 
called attention to the dangerous, dan-
gerous toxic air pollutants at Ground 
Zero, and I praise her for that work. 
She secured millions for a health 
screening program for Ground Zero 
workers and first responders. 

I am also thrilled this deal renews 
the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, LWCF, for 3 years. The fund—our 
country’s most successful conservation 
and recreation program—ensures that 
all Americans have access to our beau-
tiful outdoor spaces. 

Since 1964, the fund has created 
recreation opportunities in every sin-
gle State and protected national parks, 
national wildlife refuges, national for-
ests, and other Federal areas—and 
doing so has benefitted our economy. 
Outdoor recreation, conservation, and 
preservation pumps more than $1 tril-
lion into the U.S. economy every year 
and supports 1 out of every 15 jobs in 
the U.S. 

There are a number of other critical 
provisions in this package. 

Veterans—this bill demonstrates our 
dedication to our veterans by providing 
$163 billion in funding for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. A majority of 
this funding will go directly to medical 
care and medical research for our vet-
erans. 

Education—this legislation will also 
provide billions of dollars in funding to 
ensure more access to quality edu-
cation for our students—including $22.5 
billion for the Pell Grant Program— 
which when combined with mandatory 
funding will increase the maximum 
grant to $5,915 and ensure that more 
than 8 million low-income students can 
attend college in the next school year. 

The bill also invests significant fund-
ing in title I grants and Head Start— 
which gives our youngest children 
more opportunities for educational suc-
cess. 

Afterschool—the bill boosts funding 
for afterschool programs by $15 mil-
lion, expanding access to the critical 
programs for approximately 15,000 stu-
dents. 

Fighting the opioid epidemic—the 
bill also includes robust funding to 
fight the growing use of drugs in this 
country and increase awareness of the 
dangers of prescription drug abuse by 
providing $3.8 billion for Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services. 

Preserving our national parks—the 
bill provides $2.8 billion to preserve and 
protect our beautiful national parks. 

Drought—I want to thank Senator 
FEINSTEIN for including $271 million to 
help alleviate hazards caused by 
drought, floods, fires, windstorms, and 
other natural disasters. It also helps 
farmers and ranchers repair damage to 
farmlands caused by these natural dis-
asters. 

Included in this package are also im-
portant tax provisions that will help 
our families, our communities and our 
environment. 

The tax extenders package made per-
manent the child tax credit, CTC, 
earned-income tax credit, EITC, and 
American opportunity tax credit for 
college expenses. 

This will increase the tax refunds of 
working families by several hundred 
dollars per year, depending on the size 
of the family. 

Other important tax extenders made 
permanent are the deduction for State 
and local sales taxes, the deduction for 
donations of property for conservation 
purposes, tax-free retirement plan dis-
tributions for charitable donations, 
and the deduction for teachers’ out-of- 
pocket expenses, as well as parity for 
parking and transit subsidies. The bill 
also extends the favorable tax treat-
ment of forgiven mortgages through 
2016. 

I am pleased that we were able to 
stop more than 100 poison pill riders. 

We stopped Republicans from 
defunding Planned Parenthood and de-
priving nearly 3 million Americans of 
health care. 

We stopped them from undermining 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
ability to protect Americans from the 
dangers of e-cigarettes. 

We stopped them from restricting the 
authority of Health and Human Serv-
ices, HHS, to administer and enforce 
the Affordable Care Act. 

We stopped them from weakening the 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
DACA program, which helps DREAM-
ers succeed. 

We stopped them from barring FEMA 
State and grant funds to sanctuary cit-
ies. 

We stopped them from gutting the 
President’s landmark Clean Power 
Plan and weakening the Endangered 
Species Act and destroying the Clean 
Water Act. 

And we stopped them from elimi-
nating the housing trust fund, which 
provides affordable housing for families 
across the country. 

I am proud that Democrats stood to-
gether and fought against these dan-
gerous provisions that would seriously 
hurt the American people. 

Now, there were several provisions 
that ended up in the legislation that I 
do not support—measures that Repub-
licans insisted on, such as lifting the 
oil export ban permanently, which I op-
pose. 

I also do not support Republicans’ de-
cision to flat-fund the EPA—even 
though the EPA is incredibly popular 
with Americans. 

And it doesn’t provide the IRS with 
any new funds—which hurts our ability 
to administer the Affordable Care Act, 
as well as crack down on tax cheats 
and frauds. 

The package also provides inad-
equate support for family planning—es-
pecially abroad. 

At a time when we should be doing 
everything we can to prevent gun vio-
lence, this legislation does not over-
turn a prohibition on government-fund-
ed studies of gun violence. 
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I am also disappointed that the 

House’s visa waiver language was ac-
cepted—rather than Senator FEIN-
STEIN’s language that I supported. 

But in the end, that is what a com-
promise is—and that is what it means 
to negotiate and to govern. 

I want to praise Senator REID, Leader 
PELOSI, Senator MIKULSKI, and all of 
my fellow Democrats who fought so 
hard to make this the best agreement 
we could reach. I also praise their Re-
publican counterparts. 

I believe this is a good deal for the 
American people. It is good for our 
families, our children, our economy, 
and our environment, and I urge my 
colleagues to support it. 

f 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to move forward with the Sen-
ate language on the Toxic Substances 
Control Act, TSCA, which has been a 
difficult, multiyear odyssey. 

I did this for two reasons. First, the 
bill has been vastly improved over the 
original bill, which in my opinion 
would have been harmful to our fami-
lies because it overrode our State laws 
and set up an ineffective and non-
existent way to regulate most toxic 
pollutants. Secondly, I have been as-
sured that, as the House and Senate 
bills are merged into one, the voices of 
those who have been most deeply af-
fected—including nurses, breast cancer 
survivors, asbestos victims, and chil-
dren—will be heard. I will have the op-
portunity to be in the room at every 
step and express their views. 

This is very important to me because 
the history of this bill has been so con-
tentious. I want to assure my col-
leagues, my home State of California, 
and the people of this Nation that I 
will stay intimately involved as the 
bill moves forward, and I will share my 
views openly. I look forward to the 
work ahead, and I am optimistic that 
we can reach a fair and just conclusion. 

f 

THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF 
LIGHT AND LIGHT-BASED TECH-
NOLOGIES 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, as the 
year comes to a close, I would like to 
highlight a proclamation from the U.N. 
General Assembly recognizing 2015 as 
the International Year of Light and 
Light-Based Technologies. This global 
initiative is aimed at raising awareness 
of the vital role of light in our daily 
lives and its importance to 21st cen-
tury technology and innovation. For 
centuries, light has transcended all 
boundaries from geography and gender, 
to age, culture, and race. 

For centuries, light-based tech-
nologies have provided solutions to 
worldwide challenges in energy, agri-
culture, telecommunications, security, 
and health. To start, light has revolu-
tionized medicine through technologies 
such as x ray imaging, laser surgery, 
and cancer treatments. Light has 

transformed international communica-
tion via the Internet, a tool we cannot 
imagine living without today. It has 
helped us improve safety through sen-
sors in cars and aircraft, advanced in-
frastructure monitoring, and weather 
prediction. Furthermore, light has 
helped millions around the globe work, 
study, and play after dark through low- 
cost and sustainable light sources for 
families who do not have access to grid 
electricity. From agriculture to 
forensics to virtual reality, light and 
light-based technologies continue to 
fuel innovations and improvements 
that touch nearly every aspect of lives 
around the world. 

In fact, the science of light is becom-
ing increasingly critical in growing our 
economy and keeping American manu-
facturing competitive on a global 
scale. The contribution of light-based 
technologies to our economy starts 
with fundamental optics and photonics 
education and research. Look no fur-
ther than the work being done in my 
home State at Delaware State Univer-
sity’s Optical Science Center for Ap-
plied Research, OSCAR, where re-
searchers are developing new detectors 
for night vision technologies, methods 
for determining the composition of 
complex materials, and technologies 
with applications in space exploration, 
to name just a few. These economic 
contributions continue with invest-
ments in manufacturing to increase 
the development and production of new 
optics and photonics applications and 
technologies, a market that supports 
more than 7.4 million jobs and $3 tril-
lion in annual revenue in the United 
States. 

The transformative value of light- 
based technologies was reaffirmed ear-
lier this summer with the establish-
ment of the American Institute for 
Manufacturing Integrated Photonics, 
AIM Photonics, as part of the National 
Network for Manufacturing Innova-
tion. Continued investment in public- 
private partnerships like AIM 
Photonics accelerates research and de-
velopment that leads to technologies 
like integrated photonic components 
and circuits. This vital work helps en-
sure that breakthroughs in related 
fields like biophotonics, high-resolu-
tion imaging, next generation wireless 
communications, and quantum com-
puting will not only occur, but also be 
built right here in America. 

The International Year of Light is 
also a real opportunity to provide the 
general public with a better under-
standing of the science of light; pro-
mote STEM education; and inspire the 
next generation of scientists, research-
ers, innovators, and entrepreneurs. 
This past year, optics and photonics or-
ganizations have held events around 
the United States such as the Light for 
a Better World symposium held in Sep-
tember in Washington, DC, that fea-
tured two Nobel prize winners as key-
note speakers, Dr. Eric Betzig and Dr. 
Shuji Nakamura. In October, the Uni-
versity of Delaware also hosted Green 

Light: Prospects in Lighting Design 
and Technology, which brought to-
gether artists and scientists from 
around the world, while other groups 
across the country have hosted similar 
symposia through local sections and 
student chapters of organizations. 
Events such as these provide public 
outreach on the importance of optics 
and photonics, promote youth interest 
and engagement in science, and edu-
cate us all on the crucial role that 
light-based technologies play in the 
U.S. economy and in everyday life. 

Events like these have been hap-
pening not just here in the United 
States, but all over the world through-
out 2015. Across the globe, events have 
been organized to learn more about the 
science of light and to celebrate the in-
novation and imagination that has 
fueled incredible discoveries and inven-
tions. The storied history of innovation 
in light dates back to the first studies 
of optics 1,000 years ago and continues 
today with breakthroughs in the field 
of optical communications. 

These activities would not be pos-
sible without the hard work and dedi-
cation of people in the optics and 
photonics field, both in industry and in 
academia. This includes the optics and 
photonics based societies and organiza-
tions that have sponsored the initia-
tive, including the Optical Society, the 
American Institute of Physics, the 
American Physical Society, the Euro-
pean Physical Society, the German 
Physical Society, the Abdus Salam 
International Centre of Theoretical 
Physics, the IEEE Photonics Society, 
the Institute of Physics, Light: Science 
and Applications, Lightsources.org, 
1001 Inventions, and the International 
Society for Optics and Photonics. In 
fact, the International Year of Light 
has been endorsed by the International 
Council of Science, as well as several 
international scientific unions and pro-
fessional societies, and has more than 
100 partners from over 85 countries. 

By highlighting the critical role light 
plays in our everyday lives and its 
unique potential to improve the world 
in ways we cannot yet imagine, cele-
brating the International Year of Light 
provides a valuable opportunity to in-
spire, educate, and connect all of those 
who are fighting to make the world 
even brighter. From scientific societies 
to educational institutions to trade 
groups, from nonprofit organizations to 
private sector partners, the global 
community has recognized 2015 as the 
International Year of Light not only to 
commemorate achievements past, but 
also to set the stage for technologies of 
the future. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE CRAWFORD-SE-
BASTIAN COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT COUNCIL 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, it is 
my honor to congratulate the 
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Crawford-Sebastian Community Devel-
opment Council, CSCDC, on its 50th an-
niversary of providing critical help for 
the people of western Arkansas. Since 
1965, this community action agency has 
administered a wide range of Federal 
programs that help with housing, utili-
ties, food and other basic needs. 

This agency does not just process pa-
perwork; it alleviates hunger, provides 
shelter, and gives hope to more than 
50,000 Arkansans annually. 

I have always been struck by the 
great kindness and care that the staff 
at the CSCDC provides. The team, in-
cluding 1,600 volunteers, is passionate 
about helping people and improving the 
community. They consistently look for 
new ways to improve their services, 
and I am grateful for their tireless ef-
forts to support the homeless, families 
facing difficult times, and those who 
are seeking to improve their lives. 

I have had many opportunities to see 
their work in person, including helping 
a family celebrate their new home 
through the self-help housing program. 
The CSCDC is a leader in providing 
counseling for first-time and low-in-
come home buyers and creating homes 
hand-in-hand with them that will stand 
the test of time. It also quietly helps 
those in greatest need each day with 
services such as utility assistance, 
emergency food, and a no-cost dental 
clinic. 

This year, the CSCDC has proven 
that it intends to remain a leader in 
community support for many years to 
come. This agency joined efforts to cre-
ate the new Hope Campus in Fort 
Smith, AR, that brings together a 
number of nonprofits and services for 
the homeless in one place. It is a place 
of hope, healing, and opportunity.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK GOLLINGER 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I would 
like to honor Mark Gollinger for his 
faithful devotion to the veterans of 
Butte-Silver Bow, MT. Mark has tire-
lessly served countless veterans over 
the years by serving as a liaison be-
tween veterans and veteran providers. 

Mark is a U.S. Navy retired senior 
chief who now runs the Disabled Vet-
erans Outreach Program, DVOP, from 
the Butte Job Service. One of the chief 
responsibilities of his position is com-
municating with veterans in the area 
and keeping them informed of what is 
happening around the community. 
Some of his most recent efforts have 
included free tax preparation for vet-
erans and Active-Duty military mem-
bers, virtual career fairs with the For-
est Service, and a career mini-summit. 

Mark also hosts a quarterly veteran 
service provider, VSP, meetings in 
Butte, at which presentations are given 
with information to help veterans 
learn more about the providers in the 
area, in addition to sharing any other 
relevant information for veterans. 

As a strong advocate for ensuring our 
veterans are cared and provided for, it 
is my honor to have someone like Mark 

Gollinger call Montana home. I am 
grateful for his exceptional work and 
look forward to hearing about the con-
tinued impact he is having in the Butte 
community.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GORDON BURGESS 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Tangipahoa Parish presi-
dent Gordon Burgess. Gordon has self-
lessly served nearly 30 years as 
Tangipahoa’s first and only parish 
president. 

A graduate of Southern Arkansas 
University, Burgess served 2 years in 
the Nike Missile Anti-Aircraft Artil-
lery Battery of the U.S. Army, as well 
as 4 years on Active Reserve in the Na-
tional Guard. Following his service, 
Gordon owned and operated a success-
ful oil service company for more than 
20 years before becoming Tangipahoa 
Parish president in 1986. Gordon and 
his wife Margaret are both members of 
the First Baptist Church in Independ-
ence, LA, where he serves as a deacon 
and she in the music ministry. 

As a staunch fiscal conservative, 
Gordon has fought to reduce taxes and 
to live with a balanced budget by im-
plementing his now famous ‘‘pay as 
you go’’ approach. When first elected 
Tangipahoa Parish president, Gordon 
inherited a parish government nearly 
$12 million in the red. Under his leader-
ship, all of that debt has been paid off, 
and 19 separate property taxes totaling 
over $96 million have been eliminated. 

During his eight terms in office, Gor-
don strengthened Tangipahoa’s high-
way system, upgraded the drainage 
systems, built new governmental fa-
cilities, and invested in a higher qual-
ity health system for his Parish’s citi-
zens. 

Gordon’s public service extends well 
beyond Tangipahoa Parish to State and 
Federal levels. His experience and vi-
sion have led to an appointment on 
Louisiana’s Commerce and Industry 
Board and the Louisiana Police Jury 
Executive Board. On the Federal level, 
he serves as vice president of the 
Zachary Taylor Parkway Association. 

Gordon is also an honorary cochair-
man and committee member of Amer-
ica’s Wetland Storm Warning IV Com-
mittee. He is a member of the Lou-
isiana Federal Property Advisory 
Board, a member of Parishes Against 
Coastal Erosion, the Amite Rotary 
Club, the Hammond Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as the Ponchatoula and 
Amite Area chambers. Additionally he 
is a member of the Louisiana Cattle-
men’s Association. 

I am pleased to hereby honor parish 
president Gordon Burgess on his com-
mitment to providing invaluable public 
service to the people of Tangipahoa 
Parish and the State of Louisiana.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING HARLOW’S DONUTS 
AND BAKERY 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, behind 
each of the millions of small businesses 

in the United States, there is an entre-
preneur who is willing to put in the 
hard work necessary for success. In the 
heart of Pineville, LA, Roy W. Burr, 
Sr., exemplified this commitment by 
dedicating over 30 years to growing and 
maintaining this week’s Small Busi-
ness of the Week, Harlow’s Donut and 
Bakery. 

Harlow’s Donut and Bakery has been 
a staple in Pineville since opening its 
doors in 1972. When Roy W. Burr, Sr., 
took over in 1984, he was determined to 
maintain the bakery’s name and good 
reputation. With no prior experience in 
the food industry, Roy would regularly 
begin making donuts at 2:30 in the 
morning. In the decades since, three 
generations of Burrs have created an 
environment where locals could start 
their mornings with hot coffee and a 
fresh pastry, while catching up with 
their friends and neighbors. Harlow’s 
Bakery is widely recognized as a staple 
in the community in large part due to 
the Burr family treating both their em-
ployees and customers as members of 
their extended family. 

Over the years, Harlow’s Donut and 
Bakery has been awarded statewide 
and national accolades. In 2011, 
Harlow’s was featured as a Travelocity 
Local Secret, Big Find and more re-
cently was honored by the North 
Rapides Business and Industry Alliance 
as a Small Business of the Month in 
March 2015. 

This past November, Roy W. Burr, 
Sr., passed away after running 
Harlow’s for over 30 years. In remem-
brance of Roy and his dedication to the 
Pineville community, Harlow’s Donut 
and Bakery is officially recognized as 
Small Business of the Week.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING WETLAND 
RESOURCES, LLC 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, restor-
ing, protecting, and preserving our vul-
nerable coastal habitats remain among 
the most important priorities for those 
of us in Louisiana. Coastal erosion has 
reduced our Nation’s largest marsh by 
more than 2,000 square miles since 1930. 
We need to work toward effective solu-
tions combating coastal erosion be-
cause it affects our homes, businesses, 
and daily lives. That is why I would 
like to recognize Wetland Resources, 
LLC, of Tickfaw, LA, as Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

The threat of natural disaster will al-
ways remain for those of us living in 
Louisiana, and it is well known that 
coastal restoration goes hand-in-hand 
with storm protection. In the 10 years 
since Hurricane Katrina, which flooded 
80 percent of New Orleans and displaced 
thousands across the country, we as a 
State have made great strides to pro-
tect our homes and communities, and 
our future is brighter than ever. But we 
are not done yet. 

Husband and wife team Gary Shaffer 
and Demetra Kandelepas of Wetland 
Resources have stepped up to play a 
major role in coastal restoration and in 
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2009 began devising a way to rebuild 
and protect our coastline. Shaffer, a bi-
ology professor at Southeastern Lou-
isiana University in Hammond, LA, 
and Kandelepas, an ecologist with a 
doctorate degree, have been growing 
hurricane-resistant plants, such as cy-
press and tupelo trees, along Louisi-
ana’s receding coast. This creates a 
natural barrier of healthy flora more 
likely to sustain vulnerable coastal 
habitats during strong storms. In order 
to reinvigorate the vegetation along 
Louisiana’s coastline, Wetland Re-
sources targets areas that are filled 
with treated sewerage and wastewater 
from nearby cities. These areas are nu-
trient rich and serve as ideal incuba-
tors for newly planted cypress and 
tupelo trees. These species of trees can 
live for hundreds of years, and their 
root systems grow laterally, which 
connect with adjacent trees to create 
an effective barrier from storm surges 
and gale force winds. 

Today, Shaffer and Kandelepas are 
developing new ways to plant and pro-
tect their seeds. In addition to their 
most recent development, a biodegrad-
able protective casing for their seed-
lings that allows 4,000 trees to be plant-
ed each day, Wetland Resources, LLC, 
has received numerous awards. 

Congratulations to Wetlands Re-
sources, LLC, of Tickfaw, LA, this 
week’s Small Business of the Week. I 
look forward to seeing the ongoing im-
pact of your innovative ideas in restor-
ing our coastline and protecting our 
families and homes.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 12:10 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1090. An act to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster 
assistance, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 3654. An act to require a report on 
United States strategy to combat terrorist 
use of social media, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3750. An act to waive the passport fees 
for first responders proceeding abroad to aid 
a foreign country suffering from a natural 
disaster. 

H.R. 3878. An act to enhance cybersecurity 
information sharing and coordination at 
ports in the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 4239. An act to require intelligence 
community reporting on foreign fighter 
flows to and from terrorist safe havens 
abroad, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4246. An act to exempt for an addi-
tional 4-year period, from the application of 
the means-test presumption of abuse under 
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve 
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or 
to perform a homeland defense activity for 
not less than 90 days. 

The message further announced that 
the House agrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the text of the bill (H.R. 
2297) to prevent Hezbollah and associ-
ated entities from gaining access to 
international financial and other insti-
tutions, and for other purposes, and 
agrees to the amendment of the Senate 
to the title of the bill. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2820) to reau-
thorize the Stem Cell Therapeutic and 
Research Act of 2005, and for other pur-
poses. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
At 5:07 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

S. 1090. An act to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster 
assistance, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2297. An act to prevent Hizballah and 
associated entities from gaining access to 
international financial and other institu-
tions, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2820. An act to reauthorize the Stem 
Cell Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3831. An act to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to extend the annual 
comment period for payment rates under 
Medicare Advantage. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3189. An act to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to establish requirements for pol-
icy rules and blackout periods of the Federal 
Open Market Committee, to establish re-
quirements for certain activities of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System, and to amend title 31, United States 
Code, to reform the manner in which the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System is audited, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 3654. An act to require a report on 
United States strategy to combat terrorist 
use of social media, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3750. An act to waive the passport fees 
for first responders proceeding abroad to aid 
a foreign country suffering from a natural 
disaster; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

H.R. 3878. An act to enhance cybersecurity 
information sharing and coordination at 
ports in the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

H.R. 4239. An act to require intelligence 
community reporting on foreign fighter 
flows to and from terrorist safe havens 
abroad, and for other purposes; to the Select 
Committee on Intelligence. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, December 17, 2015, she 

had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 1090. An act to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster 
assistance, and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. 2410. A bill to promote transparency in 
the oversight of cybersecurity risks at pub-
licly traded companies; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
FLAKE): 

S. 2411. A bill to permit the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to search open source in-
formation to determine if an alien is inad-
missible to the United States and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. 2412. A bill to establish the Tule Lake 
National Historic Site in the State of Cali-
fornia, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 
S. 2413. A bill to prohibit unfair or decep-

tive acts or practices relating to the prices 
of products and services sold online, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAIN): 

S. 2414. A bill to decrease the frequency of 
sports blackouts, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, and Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. 2415. A bill to implement integrity 
measures to strengthen the EB–5 Regional 
Center Program in order to promote and re-
form foreign capital investment and job cre-
ation in American communities; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. 2416. A bill to amend titles XVIII and 

XIX of the Social Security Act to require the 
use of electronic visit verification systems 
for home health services under the Medicare 
program and personal care services and home 
health care services under the Medicaid pro-
gram; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 2417. A bill to amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to allow the Indian 
Health Service to cover the cost of a copay-
ment of an Indian or Alaska Native veteran 
receiving medical care or services from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
JOHNSON): 

S. 2418. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to establish university 
labs for student-developed technology-based 
solutions for countering online recruitment 
of violent extremists; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 2419. A bill to improve quality and ac-
countability for educator preparation pro-
grams; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 
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By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 

Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. SANDERS, and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 2420. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to modify the exception to 
the work requirement; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 2421. A bill to provide for the convey-
ance of certain property to the Tanana Trib-
al Council located in Tanana, Alaska, and to 
the Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation lo-
cated in Dillingham, Alaska, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. Res. 337. A resolution expressing support 

for the designation of February 12, 2016, as 
‘‘Darwin Day’’ and recognizing the impor-
tance of science in the betterment of human-
ity; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 50 

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 50, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to prohibit 
certain abortion-related discrimination 
in governmental activities. 

S. 551 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 551, a bill to increase public safety 
by permitting the Attorney General to 
deny the transfer of firearms or the 
issuance of firearms and explosives li-
censes to known or suspected dan-
gerous terrorists. 

S. 678 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 678, a bill to declare English as 
the official language of the United 
States, to establish a uniform English 
language rule for naturalization, and 
to avoid misconstructions of the 
English language texts of the laws of 
the United States, pursuant to Con-
gress’ powers to provide for the general 
welfare of the United States and to es-
tablish a uniform rule of naturalization 
under article I, section 8, of the Con-
stitution. 

S. 706 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 706, a bill to amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 to require 
institutions of higher education to 
have an independent advocate for cam-
pus sexual assault prevention and re-
sponse. 

S. 779 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 

(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 779, a bill to provide for Federal 
agencies to develop public access poli-
cies relating to research conducted by 
employees of that agency or from funds 
administered by that agency. 

S. 804 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 804, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
specify coverage of continuous glucose 
monitoring devices, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1141 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1141, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax 
incentives for small businesses. 

S. 1169 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1169, a bill to reauthorize and improve 
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act of 1974, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1455 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1455, a bill to provide access to medica-
tion-assisted therapy, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1559 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1559, a bill to protect victims of 
domestic violence, sexual assault, 
stalking, and dating violence from 
emotional and psychological trauma 
caused by acts of violence or threats of 
violence against their pets. 

S. 1697 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1697, a bill to provide an exception 
from certain group health plan require-
ments to allow small businesses to use 
pre-tax dollars to assist employees in 
the purchase of policies in the indi-
vidual health insurance market, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1849 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1849, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to establish a 
Medicare payment option for patients 
and eligible professionals to freely con-
tract, without penalty, for Medicare 
fee-for-service items and services, 
while allowing Medicare beneficiaries 
to use their Medicare benefits. 

S. 1867 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1867, a bill to protect children from ex-
ploitation by providing advance notice 
of intended travel by registered sex of-
fenders outside the United States to 

the government of the country of des-
tination, requesting foreign govern-
ments to notify the United States 
when a known sex offender is seeking 
to enter the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2067 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2067, a bill to establish EUREKA Prize 
Competitions to accelerate discovery 
and development of disease-modifying, 
preventive, or curative treatments for 
Alzheimer’s disease and related demen-
tia, to encourage efforts to enhance de-
tection and diagnosis of such diseases, 
or to enhance the quality and effi-
ciency of care of individuals with such 
diseases. 

S. 2152 

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2152, a bill to establish a 
comprehensive United States Govern-
ment policy to encourage the efforts of 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa to de-
velop an appropriate mix of power solu-
tions, including renewable energy, for 
more broadly distributed electricity 
access in order to support poverty re-
duction, promote development out-
comes, and drive economic growth, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2200 

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2200, a bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to strengthen 
equal pay requirements. 

S. 2201 

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2201, a bill to promote inter-
national trade, and for other purposes. 

S. 2291 

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) and the Senator 
from Nevada (Mr. HELLER) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2291, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to estab-
lish procedures within the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for the processing 
of whistleblower complaints, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2373 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2373, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for Medicare coverage of cer-
tain lymphedema compression treat-
ment items as items of durable medical 
equipment. 

S. 2407 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2407, a bill to post-
humously award the Congressional 
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Gold Medal to each of J. Christopher 
Stevens, Glen Doherty, Tyrone Woods, 
and Sean Smith in recognition of their 
contributions to the Nation. 

S. 2409 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
names of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2409, a bill to amend 
titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act to improve payments for 
hospital outpatient department serv-
ices and complex rehabilitation tech-
nology and to improve program integ-
rity, and for other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 25 

At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 25, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the final rule of the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency relating to ‘‘National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards for 
Ozone’’. 

S. RES. 327 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 327, a resolution condemning 
violence that targets healthcare for 
women. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REED (for himself and 
Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 2410. A bill to promote trans-
parency in the oversight of cybersecu-
rity risks at publicly traded compa-
nies; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am 
pleased to be introducing the Cyberse-
curity Disclosure Act of 2015 with Sen-
ator COLLINS. In response to data 
breaches by various companies, which 
exposed the personal information of 
millions of customers, this bill asks 
each publicly traded company to in-
clude, in Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, SEC, disclosures to investors, 
information on whether any member of 
the Board of Directors is a cybersecu-
rity expert, and if not, why having this 
expertise on the Board of Directors is 
not necessary because of other cyberse-
curity steps taken by the publicly trad-
ed company. The legislation does not 
require companies to take any actions 
other than to provide this disclosure to 
its investors. 

Many investors may be surprised to 
learn that board directors who partici-
pated in National Association of Cor-
porate Directors roundtable discus-
sions on cybersecurity late in 2013 ad-
mitted that ‘‘the lack of adequate 
knowledge of information technology 
risk has made it challenging for them 
to ‘effectively oversee management’s 
cybersecurity activities.’ Participating 
board members also suggested that 

‘without sound knowledge of—or ade-
quate sensitivity to—the topic, direc-
tors cannot easily draw the line be-
tween oversight and management,’ and 
that once in the technical ‘weeds,’ di-
rectors ‘find it difficult to assess the 
appropriate level of [the board’s] in-
volvement in risk management.’ ’’ 

Investors and customers deserve a 
clear understanding of whether pub-
licly traded companies are not only 
prioritizing cybersecurity, but also 
have the capacity to protect investors 
and customers from cyber related at-
tacks. This bill aims to provide a bet-
ter understanding of these issues 
through improved SEC disclosure. 

While this legislation is a matter for 
consideration by the Banking Com-
mittee, of which I am a member, this 
bill is also informed by my service on 
the Armed Services Committee. It is 
through this dual Banking-Armed 
Services perspective that I see that our 
economic security is indeed a matter of 
our national security, and this is par-
ticularly the case as our economy be-
comes increasingly reliant on tech-
nology and the Internet. 

For example, James Clapper, Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, recently 
appeared before the Armed Services 
Committee on September 29, 2015, and 
testified that ‘‘cyber threats to the 
U.S. national and economic security 
are increasing in frequency, scale, so-
phistication and severity of impact.’’ 
He further said that ‘‘[b]ecause of our 
heavy dependence on the Internet, 
nearly all information communication 
technologies and I.T. networks and sys-
tems will be perpetually at risk.’’ 

With mounting cyber threats and 
concerns over the capabilities of cor-
porate directors, we all need to be more 
proactive in ensuring our Nation’s cy-
bersecurity before there are additional 
serious breaches. This legislation seeks 
to take one step towards that goal by 
encouraging publicly traded companies 
to be more transparent to its investors 
and customers on whether and how 
their Boards of Directors are 
prioritizing cybersecurity. 

I thank Harvard Law School Pro-
fessor John Coates, MIT Professor 
Simon Johnson, Columbia Law School 
Professor John Coffee, and the Con-
sumer Federation of America for their 
support, and I urge my colleagues to 
join Senator COLLINS and me in sup-
porting this legislation. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and 
Mr. CASEY): 

S. 2419. A bill to improve quality and 
accountability for educator prepara-
tion programs; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, we know 
that the quality of teachers and prin-
cipals are two of the most important 
in-school factors related to student 
achievement. If we want to improve 
our schools, it is essential that teach-
ers, principals, and other educators 
have a comprehensive system that sup-

ports their professional growth and de-
velopment, starting on day one and 
continuing throughout their careers. 
Senator CASEY and I introduced the 
Better Education Support and Training 
Act to create such a system, and many 
key provisions of this legislation were 
included in the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act that passed the Senate with 
an overwhelming bipartisan vote and 
was signed into law last week. 

However, our work is not done. We 
need to make sure that educator prepa-
ration programs help teachers, prin-
cipals, librarians, and other school 
leaders develop the skills and knowl-
edge to be profession-ready. There is a 
looming shortage of fully-prepared 
teachers. Earlier this month, the Wash-
ington Post reported that many high 
poverty schools struggle to fill their 
teaching positions and rely on a ‘‘ro-
tating cast of substitutes.’’ We must do 
better by our students and our schools. 

Today, I am reintroducing the Educa-
tor Preparation Reform Act and am 
pleased to be joined by Senator CASEY 
in offering this approach to improving 
how we prepare teachers, principals, 
and other educators so that they can be 
effective right from the start. 

The Educator Preparation Reform 
Act builds on the success of the Teach-
er Quality Partnership Program, which 
I helped author in the 1998 reauthoriza-
tion of the Higher Education Act. 

Among the key changes this new bill 
makes is specific attention and empha-
sis on principals, with the addition of a 
residency program for new principals. 
Improving instruction is a team effort, 
with principals at the helm. This bill 
better connects teacher preparation 
with principal preparation. The Educa-
tor Preparation Reform Act will also 
allow partnerships to develop prepara-
tion programs for other areas of in-
structional need, such as for school li-
brarians, counselors, or other academic 
support professionals. 

The bill streamlines the account-
ability and reporting requirements for 
teacher preparation programs to pro-
vide greater transparency on key qual-
ity measures such as admissions stand-
ards, requirements for clinical prac-
tice, placement of graduates, retention 
in the field of teaching, and teacher 
performance, including student learn-
ing outcomes. All programs—whether 
traditional or alternative routes to cer-
tification—will be asked to report on 
the same measures. 

Under our legislation, states will be 
required to identify at-risk and low- 
performing programs and provide them 
with technical assistance and a 
timeline for improvement. States 
would be encouraged to close programs 
that do not improve. 

We have been fortunate to work with 
many stakeholders on this legislation. 
Organizations that have endorsed the 
Educator Preparation Reform Act in-
clude: the Alliance for Excellent Edu-
cation, American Association of Col-
leges for Teacher Education, American 
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Association of State Colleges and Uni-
versities, American Council on Edu-
cation, Association of American Uni-
versities, Association of Jesuit Col-
leges and Universities, Association of 
Public and Land-grant Universities, 
Council for Christian Colleges and Uni-
versities, First Focus Campaign for 
Children, Higher Education Consor-
tium for Special Education, Hispanic 
Association of Colleges and Univer-
sities, National Association of Elemen-
tary School Principals, National Asso-
ciation of Independent Colleges and 
Universities, National Association of 
Secondary School Principals, National 
Association of State Directors of Spe-
cial Education, National Center for 
Learning Disabilities, National Edu-
cation Association, National Disabil-
ities Rights Network, Public Advocacy 
for Kids, Rural School and Community 
Trust, and the Teacher Education Divi-
sion of the Council for Exceptional 
Children. 

I look forward to working to incor-
porate this legislation into the upcom-
ing reauthorization of the Higher Edu-
cation Act. I urge my colleagues to 
join us in this effort and support this 
legislation. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 337—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF FEBRUARY 12, 
2016, AS ‘‘DARWIN DAY’’ AND 
RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SCIENCE IN THE BETTER-
MENT OF HUMANITY 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted the 

following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: 

S. RES. 337 

Whereas Charles Darwin developed the the-
ory of evolution by the mechanism of nat-
ural selection, which, together with the 
monumental amount of scientific evidence 
Charles Darwin compiled to support the the-
ory, provides humanity with a logical and in-
tellectually compelling explanation for the 
diversity of life on Earth; 

Whereas the validity of the theory of evo-
lution by natural selection developed by 
Charles Darwin is further strongly supported 
by the modern understanding of the science 
of genetics; 

Whereas it has been the human curiosity 
and ingenuity exemplified by Charles Darwin 
that has promoted new scientific discoveries 
that have helped humanity solve many prob-
lems and improve living conditions; 

Whereas the advancement of science must 
be protected from those unconcerned with 
the adverse impacts of global warming and 
climate change; 

Whereas the teaching of creationism in 
some public schools compromises the sci-
entific and academic integrity of the edu-
cation systems of the United States; 

Whereas Charles Darwin is a worthy sym-
bol of scientific advancement on which to 
focus and around which to build a global 
celebration of science and humanity in-
tended to promote a common bond among all 
the people of the Earth; and 

Whereas February 12, 2016, is the anniver-
sary of the birth of Charles Darwin in 1809 

and would be an appropriate date to des-
ignate as ‘‘Darwin Day’’: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of ‘‘Darwin 

Day’’; and 
(2) recognizes Charles Darwin as a worthy 

symbol on which to celebrate the achieve-
ments of reason, science, and the advance-
ment of human knowledge. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2932. Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. 
UDALL, and Mr. VITTER) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 2576, to modernize the 
Toxic Substances Control Act, and for other 
purposes. 

SA 2933. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
227, to strengthen the Federal education re-
search system to make research and evalua-
tions more timely and relevant to State and 
local needs in order to increase student 
achievement. 

SA 2934. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. KIRK) 
proposed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 148, condemning the Government of 
Iran’s state-sponsored persecution of its 
Baha’i minority and its continued violation 
of the International Covenants on Human 
Rights. 

SA 2935. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. KIRK) 
proposed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 148, supra. 

SA 2936. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. CORKER 
(for himself and Mr. SHELBY)) proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 515, to protect 
children and others from sexual abuse and 
exploitation, including sex trafficking and 
sex tourism, by providing advance notice of 
intended travel by registered sex offenders 
outside the United States to the government 
of the country of destination, requesting for-
eign governments to notify the United 
States when a known sex offender is seeking 
to enter the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

SA 2937. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. CARDIN) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 284, to 
impose sanctions with respect to foreign per-
sons responsible for gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2932. Mr. INHOFE (for himself, 
Mr. UDALL, and Mr. VITTER) proposed 
an amendment to the bill H.R. 2576, to 
modernize the Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS, POLICY, AND INTENT. 

Section 2(c) of the Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act (15 U.S.C. 2601(c)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘It is the intent’’ and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATION.—It is the intent’’; 
(2) in paragraph (1) (as so redesignated), by 

inserting ‘‘, as provided under this Act’’ be-
fore the period at the end; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) REFORM.—This Act, including reforms 

in accordance with the amendments made by 
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act— 

‘‘(A) shall be administered in a manner 
that— 

‘‘(i) protects the health of children, preg-
nant women, the elderly, workers, con-
sumers, the general public, and the environ-
ment from the risks of harmful exposures to 
chemical substances and mixtures; and 

‘‘(ii) ensures that appropriate information 
on chemical substances and mixtures is 
available to public health officials and first 
responders in the event of an emergency; and 

‘‘(B) shall not displace or supplant common 
law rights of action or remedies for civil re-
lief.’’. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 3 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2602) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), (6), 
(7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), (13), and (14) as 
paragraphs (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10), (12), (13), 
(17), (18), and (19), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) CONDITIONS OF USE.—The term ‘condi-
tions of use’ means the intended, known, or 
reasonably foreseeable circumstances the 
Administrator determines a chemical sub-
stance is manufactured, processed, distrib-
uted in commerce, used, or disposed of.’’; 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (10) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(11) POTENTIALLY EXPOSED OR SUSCEPTIBLE 
POPULATION.—The term ‘potentially exposed 
or susceptible population’ means 1 or more 
groups— 

‘‘(A) of individuals within the general pop-
ulation who may be— 

‘‘(i) differentially exposed to chemical sub-
stances under the conditions of use; or 

‘‘(ii) susceptible to greater adverse health 
consequences from chemical exposures than 
the general population; and 

‘‘(B) that when identified by the Adminis-
trator may include such groups as infants, 
children, pregnant women, workers, and the 
elderly.’’; and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (13) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(14) SAFETY ASSESSMENT.—The term ‘safe-
ty assessment’ means an assessment of the 
risk posed by a chemical substance under the 
conditions of use, integrating hazard, use, 
and exposure information regarding the 
chemical substance. 

‘‘(15) SAFETY DETERMINATION.—The term 
‘safety determination’ means a determina-
tion by the Administrator as to whether a 
chemical substance meets the safety stand-
ard under the conditions of use. 

‘‘(16) SAFETY STANDARD.—The term ‘safety 
standard’ means a standard that ensures, 
without taking into consideration cost or 
other nonrisk factors, that no unreasonable 
risk of injury to health or the environment 
will result from exposure to a chemical sub-
stance under the conditions of use, including 
no unreasonable risk of injury to— 

‘‘(A) the general population; or 
‘‘(B) any potentially exposed or susceptible 

population that the Administrator has iden-
tified as relevant to the safety assessment 
and safety determination for a chemical sub-
stance.’’. 
SEC. 4. POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND GUIDANCE. 

The Toxic Substances Control Act is 
amended by inserting after section 3 (15 
U.S.C. 2602) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 3A. POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND GUID-

ANCE. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF GUIDANCE.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘guidance’ includes any sig-
nificant written guidance of general applica-
bility prepared by the Administrator. 

‘‘(b) DEADLINE.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, the Administrator shall de-
velop, after providing public notice and an 
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opportunity for comment, any policies, pro-
cedures, and guidance the Administrator de-
termines to be necessary to carry out sec-
tions 4, 4A, 5, and 6, including the policies, 
procedures, and guidance required by this 
section. 

‘‘(c) USE OF SCIENCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

establish policies, procedures, and guidance 
on the use of science in making decisions 
under sections 4, 4A, 5, and 6. 

‘‘(2) GOAL.—A goal of the policies, proce-
dures, and guidance described in paragraph 
(1) shall be to make the basis of decisions 
clear to the public. 

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENTS.—The policies, proce-
dures, and guidance issued under this section 
shall ensure that— 

‘‘(A) decisions made by the Adminis-
trator— 

‘‘(i) are based on information, procedures, 
measures, methods, and models employed in 
a manner consistent with the best available 
science; 

‘‘(ii) take into account the extent to 
which— 

‘‘(I) assumptions and methods are clearly 
and completely described and documented; 

‘‘(II) variability and uncertainty are evalu-
ated and characterized; and 

‘‘(III) the information has been subject to 
independent verification and peer review; 
and 

‘‘(iii) are based on the weight of the sci-
entific evidence, by which the Administrator 
considers all information in a systematic 
and integrative framework to consider the 
relevance of different information; 

‘‘(B) to the extent practicable and if appro-
priate, the use of peer review, standardized 
test design and methods, consistent data 
evaluation procedures, and good laboratory 
practices will be encouraged; 

‘‘(C) a clear description of each individual 
and entity that funded the generation or as-
sessment of information, and the degree of 
control those individuals and entities had 
over the generation, assessment, and dis-
semination of information (including control 
over the design of the work and the publica-
tion of information) is made available; and 

‘‘(D) if appropriate, the recommendations 
in reports of the National Academy of 
Sciences that provide advice regarding as-
sessing the hazards, exposures, and risks of 
chemical substances are considered. 

‘‘(d) EXISTING EPA POLICIES, PROCEDURES, 
AND GUIDANCE.—The policies, procedures, 
and guidance described in subsection (b) 
shall incorporate existing relevant policies, 
procedures, and guidance, as appropriate and 
consistent with this Act. 

‘‘(e) REVIEW.—Not later than 5 years after 
the date of enactment of the Frank R. Lau-
tenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century 
Act, and not less frequently than once every 
5 years thereafter, the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(1) review the adequacy of any policies, 
procedures, and guidance developed under 
this section, including animal, nonanimal, 
and epidemiological test methods and proce-
dures for assessing and determining risk 
under this Act; and 

‘‘(2) after providing public notice and an 
opportunity for comment, revise the poli-
cies, procedures, and guidance if necessary to 
reflect new scientific developments or under-
standings. 

‘‘(f) SOURCES OF INFORMATION.—In carrying 
out sections 4, 4A, 5, and 6, the Adminis-
trator shall take into consideration informa-
tion relating to a chemical substance, in-
cluding hazard and exposure information, 
under the conditions of use that is reason-
ably available to the Administrator, includ-
ing information that is— 

‘‘(1) submitted to the Administrator pursu-
ant to any rule, consent agreement, order, or 

other requirement of this Act, or on a vol-
untary basis, including pursuant to any re-
quest made under this Act, by— 

‘‘(A) manufacturers or processors of a sub-
stance; 

‘‘(B) the public; 
‘‘(C) other Federal departments or agen-

cies; or 
‘‘(D) the Governor of a State or a State 

agency with responsibility for protecting 
health or the environment; 

‘‘(2) submitted to a governmental entity in 
any jurisdiction pursuant to a governmental 
requirement relating to the protection of 
health or the environment; or 

‘‘(3) identified through an active search by 
the Administrator of information sources 
that are publicly available or otherwise ac-
cessible by the Administrator. 

‘‘(g) TESTING OF CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES AND 
MIXTURES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
establish policies, procedures, and guidance 
for the testing of chemical substances or 
mixtures under section 4. 

‘‘(2) GOAL.—A goal of the policies, proce-
dures, and guidance established under para-
graph (1) shall be to make the basis of deci-
sions clear to the public. 

‘‘(3) CONTENTS.—The policies, procedures, 
and guidance established under paragraph (1) 
shall— 

‘‘(A) address how and when the exposure 
level or exposure potential of a chemical 
substance would factor into decisions to re-
quire new testing, subject to the condition 
that the Administrator shall not interpret 
the lack of exposure information as a lack of 
exposure or exposure potential; and 

‘‘(B) describe the manner in which the Ad-
ministrator will determine that additional 
information is necessary to carry out this 
Act, including information relating to poten-
tially exposed or susceptible populations. 

‘‘(4) EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDIES.—Before pre-
scribing epidemiological studies of employ-
ees, the Administrator shall consult with the 
Director of the National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health. 

‘‘(h) SAFETY ASSESSMENTS AND SAFETY DE-
TERMINATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) SCHEDULE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

inform the public regarding the schedule and 
the resources necessary for the completion of 
each safety assessment and safety deter-
mination as soon as practicable after des-
ignation as a high-priority substance pursu-
ant to section 4A. 

‘‘(B) DIFFERING TIMES.—The Administrator 
may allot different times for different chem-
ical substances in the schedules under this 
paragraph, subject to the condition that all 
schedules shall comply with the deadlines es-
tablished under section 6. 

‘‘(C) ANNUAL PLAN.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—At the beginning of each 

calendar year, the Administrator shall pub-
lish an annual plan. 

‘‘(ii) INCLUSIONS.—The annual plan shall— 
‘‘(I) identify the substances subject to safe-

ty assessments and safety determinations to 
be completed that year; 

‘‘(II) describe the status of each safety as-
sessment and safety determination that has 
been initiated but not yet completed, includ-
ing milestones achieved since the previous 
annual report; and 

‘‘(III) if the schedule for completion of a 
safety assessment and safety determination 
prepared pursuant to subparagraph (A) has 
changed, include an updated schedule for 
that safety assessment and safety deter-
mination. 

‘‘(2) POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR SAFETY 
ASSESSMENTS AND SAFETY DETERMINATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
establish, by rule, policies and procedures re-

garding the manner in which the Adminis-
trator shall carry out section 6. 

‘‘(B) GOAL.—A goal of the policies and pro-
cedures under this paragraph shall be to 
make the basis of decisions of the Adminis-
trator clear to the public. 

‘‘(C) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The policies 
and procedures under this paragraph shall, 
at a minimum— 

‘‘(i) describe— 
‘‘(I) the manner in which the Adminis-

trator will identify informational needs and 
seek that information from the public; 

‘‘(II) the information (including draft safe-
ty assessments) that may be submitted by 
interested individuals or entities, including 
States; and 

‘‘(III) the criteria by which information 
submitted by interested individuals or enti-
ties will be evaluated; 

‘‘(ii) require that each draft and final safe-
ty assessment and safety determination of 
the Administrator include a description of— 

‘‘(I)(aa) the scope of the safety assessment 
and safety determination to be conducted 
under section 6, including the hazards, expo-
sures, and conditions of use of the chemical 
substance, and potentially exposed and sus-
ceptible populations that the Administrator 
has identified as relevant; and 

‘‘(bb) the basis for the scope of the safety 
assessment and safety determination; 

‘‘(II) the manner in which aggregate expo-
sures, or significant subsets of exposures, to 
a chemical substance under the conditions of 
use were considered, and the basis for that 
consideration; 

‘‘(III) the weight of the scientific evidence 
of risk; and 

‘‘(IV) the information regarding the impact 
on health and the environment of the chem-
ical substance that was used to make the as-
sessment or determination, including, as 
available, mechanistic, animal toxicity, and 
epidemiology studies; 

‘‘(iii) establish a timely and transparent 
process for evaluating whether new informa-
tion submitted or obtained after the date of 
a final safety assessment or safety deter-
mination warrants reconsideration of the 
safety assessment or safety determination; 
and 

‘‘(iv) when relevant information is pro-
vided or otherwise made available to the Ad-
ministrator, require the Administrator to 
consider the extent of Federal regulation 
under other Federal laws. 

‘‘(D) GUIDANCE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, the Administrator shall de-
velop guidance to assist interested persons in 
developing their own draft safety assess-
ments and other information for submission 
to the Administrator, which may be consid-
ered by the Administrator. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENT.—The guidance shall, at 
a minimum, address the quality of the infor-
mation submitted and the process to be fol-
lowed in developing a draft safety assess-
ment for consideration by the Adminis-
trator. 

‘‘(i) PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INFORMATION.— 
Subject to section 14, the Administrator 
shall— 

‘‘(1) make publicly available a nontech-
nical summary, and the final version, of each 
safety assessment and safety determination; 

‘‘(2) provide public notice and an oppor-
tunity for comment on each proposed safety 
assessment and safety determination; and 

‘‘(3) make public in a final safety assess-
ment and safety determination— 

‘‘(A) the list of studies considered by the 
Administrator in carrying out the safety as-
sessment or safety determination; and 
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‘‘(B) the list of policies, procedures, and 

guidance that were followed in carrying out 
the safety assessment or safety determina-
tion. 

‘‘(j) CONSULTATION WITH SCIENCE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON CHEMICALS.— 

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Administrator shall establish an advi-
sory committee, to be known as the ‘Science 
Advisory Committee on Chemicals’ (referred 
to in this subsection as the ‘Committee’). 

‘‘(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Com-
mittee shall be to provide independent ad-
vice and expert consultation, on the request 
of the Administrator, with respect to the sci-
entific and technical aspects of issues relat-
ing to the implementation of this title. 

‘‘(3) COMPOSITION.—The Committee shall be 
composed of representatives of such science, 
government, labor, public health, public in-
terest, animal protection, industry, and 
other groups as the Administrator deter-
mines to be advisable, including, at a min-
imum, representatives that have specific sci-
entific expertise in the relationship of chem-
ical exposures to women, children, and other 
potentially exposed or susceptible popu-
lations. 

‘‘(4) SCHEDULE.—The Administrator shall 
convene the Committee in accordance with 
such schedule as the Administrator deter-
mines to be appropriate, but not less fre-
quently than once every 2 years. 

‘‘(5) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.—All pro-
ceedings and meetings of the Committee 
shall be subject to the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.).’’. 
SEC. 5. TESTING OF CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES OR 

MIXTURES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4 of the Toxic 

Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2603) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), 
(e), and (g); 

(2) in subsection (f)— 
(A) in the first sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘from cancer, gene 

mutations, or birth defects’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘, without taking into ac-

count cost or other nonrisk factors’’ before 
the period at the end; and 

(B) by striking the last sentence; and 
(3) by inserting before subsection (f) the 

following: 
‘‘(a) DEVELOPMENT OF NEW INFORMATION ON 

CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES AND MIXTURES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

require the development of new information 
relating to a chemical substance or mixture 
in accordance with this section if the Admin-
istrator determines that the information is 
necessary— 

‘‘(A) to review a notice under section 5(d) 
or to perform a safety assessment or safety 
determination under section 6; 

‘‘(B) to implement a requirement imposed 
in a consent agreement or order issued under 
section 5(d)(4) or under a rule promulgated 
under section 6(d)(3); 

‘‘(C) pursuant to section 12(a)(4); or 
‘‘(D) at the request of the implementing 

authority under another Federal law, to 
meet the regulatory testing needs of that au-
thority. 

‘‘(2) LIMITED TESTING FOR PRIORITIZATION 
PURPOSES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), the Administrator may re-
quire the development of new information 
for the purposes of section 4A. 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION.—Testing required under 
subparagraph (A) shall not be required for 
the purpose of establishing or implementing 
a minimum information requirement. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.—The Administrator may 
require the development of new information 
pursuant to subparagraph (A) only if the Ad-

ministrator determines that additional in-
formation is necessary to establish the pri-
ority of a chemical substance. 

‘‘(3) FORM.—The Administrator may re-
quire the development of information de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2) by— 

‘‘(A) promulgating a rule; 
‘‘(B) entering into a testing consent agree-

ment; or 
‘‘(C) issuing an order. 
‘‘(4) CONTENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A rule, testing consent 

agreement, or order issued under this sub-
section shall include— 

‘‘(i) identification of the chemical sub-
stance or mixture for which testing is re-
quired; 

‘‘(ii) identification of the persons required 
to conduct the testing; 

‘‘(iii) test protocols and methodologies for 
the development of information for the 
chemical substance or mixture, including 
specific reference to any reliable nonanimal 
test procedures; and 

‘‘(iv) specification of the period within 
which individuals and entities required to 
conduct the testing shall submit to the Ad-
ministrator the information developed in ac-
cordance with the procedures described in 
clause (iii). 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining the 
procedures and period to be required under 
subparagraph (A), the Administrator shall 
take into consideration— 

‘‘(i) the relative costs of the various test 
protocols and methodologies that may be re-
quired; 

‘‘(ii) the reasonably foreseeable avail-
ability of facilities and personnel required to 
perform the testing; and 

‘‘(iii) the deadlines applicable to the Ad-
ministrator under section 6(a). 

‘‘(5) CONSIDERATION OF FEDERAL AGENCY 
RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Administrator shall 
consider the recommendations of other Fed-
eral agencies regarding the chemical sub-
stances and mixtures to which the Adminis-
trator shall give priority consideration 
under this section. 

‘‘(b) STATEMENT OF NEED.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In promulgating a rule, 

entering into a testing consent agreement, 
or issuing an order for the development of 
additional information (including informa-
tion on exposure or exposure potential) pur-
suant to this section, the Administrator 
shall— 

‘‘(A) identify the need intended to be met 
by the rule, agreement, or order; 

‘‘(B) explain why information reasonably 
available to the Administrator at that time 
is inadequate to meet that need, including a 
reference, as appropriate, to the information 
identified in paragraph (2)(B); and 

‘‘(C) explain the basis for any decision that 
requires the use of vertebrate animals. 

‘‘(2) EXPLANATION IN CASE OF ORDER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Administrator 

issues an order under this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall issue a statement pro-
viding a justification for why issuance of an 
order is warranted instead of promulgating a 
rule or entering into a testing consent agree-
ment. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—A statement described in 
subparagraph (A) shall contain a description 
of— 

‘‘(i) information that is readily accessible 
to the Administrator, including information 
submitted under any other provision of law; 

‘‘(ii) the extent to which the Administrator 
has obtained or attempted to obtain the in-
formation through voluntary submissions; 
and 

‘‘(iii) any information relied on in safety 
assessments for other chemical substances 
relevant to the chemical substances that 
would be the subject of the order. 

‘‘(c) REDUCTION OF TESTING ON 
VERTEBRATES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
minimize, to the extent practicable, the use 
of vertebrate animals in testing of chemical 
substances or mixtures, by— 

‘‘(A) prior to making a request or adopting 
a requirement for testing using vertebrate 
animals, taking into consideration, as appro-
priate and to the extent practicable, reason-
ably available— 

‘‘(i) toxicity information; 
‘‘(ii) computational toxicology and 

bioinformatics; 
‘‘(iii) high-throughput screening methods 

and the prediction models of those methods; 
and 

‘‘(iv) scientifically reliable and relevant al-
ternatives to tests on animals that would 
provide equivalent information; 

‘‘(B) encouraging and facilitating— 
‘‘(i) the use of integrated and tiered testing 

and assessment strategies; 
‘‘(ii) the use of best available science in ex-

istence on the date on which the test is con-
ducted; 

‘‘(iii) the use of test methods that elimi-
nate or reduce the use of animals while pro-
viding information of high scientific quality; 

‘‘(iv) the grouping of 2 or more chemical 
substances into scientifically appropriate 
categories in cases in which testing of a 
chemical substance would provide reliable 
and useful information on other chemical 
substances in the category; 

‘‘(v) the formation of industry consortia to 
jointly conduct testing to avoid unnecessary 
duplication of tests; and 

‘‘(vi) the submission of information from— 
‘‘(I) animal-based studies; and 
‘‘(II) emerging methods and models; and 
‘‘(C) funding research and validation stud-

ies to reduce, refine, and replace the use of 
animal tests in accordance with this sub-
section. 

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION OF ALTERNATIVE TEST-
ING METHODS.—To promote the development 
and timely incorporation of new testing 
methods that are not based on vertebrate 
animals, the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(A) not later than 2 years after the date of 
enactment of the Frank R. Lautenberg 
Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, 
develop a strategic plan to promote the de-
velopment and implementation of alter-
native test methods and testing strategies to 
generate information under this title that 
can reduce, refine, or replace the use of 
vertebrate animals, including toxicity path-
way-based risk assessment, in vitro studies, 
systems biology, computational toxicology, 
bioinformatics, and high-throughput screen-
ing; 

‘‘(B) as practicable, ensure that the stra-
tegic plan developed under subparagraph (A) 
is reflected in the development of require-
ments for testing under this section; 

‘‘(C) identify in the strategic plan devel-
oped under subparagraph (A) particular al-
ternative test methods or testing strategies 
that do not require new vertebrate animal 
testing and are scientifically reliable, rel-
evant, and capable of providing information 
of equivalent scientific reliability and qual-
ity to that which would be obtained from 
vertebrate animal testing; 

‘‘(D) provide an opportunity for public no-
tice and comment on the contents of the 
plan developed under subparagraph (A), in-
cluding the criteria for considering scientific 
reliability, relevance, and equivalent infor-
mation and the test methods and strategies 
identified in subparagraph (C); 

‘‘(E) beginning on the date that is 5 years 
after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act and every 5 years thereafter, 
submit to Congress a report that describes 
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the progress made in implementing this sub-
section and goals for future alternative test 
methods implementation; 

‘‘(F) fund and carry out research, develop-
ment, performance assessment, and 
translational studies to accelerate the devel-
opment of test methods and testing strate-
gies that reduce, refine, or replace the use of 
vertebrate animals in any testing under this 
title; and 

‘‘(G) identify synergies with the related in-
formation requirements of other jurisdic-
tions to minimize the potential for addi-
tional or duplicative testing. 

‘‘(3) CRITERIA FOR ADAPTING OR WAIVING 
ANIMAL TESTING REQUIREMENTS.—On request 
from a manufacturer or processor that is re-
quired to conduct testing of a chemical sub-
stance or mixture on vertebrate animals 
under this section, the Administrator may 
adapt or waive the requirement, if the Ad-
ministrator determines that— 

‘‘(A) there is sufficient evidence from sev-
eral independent sources of information to 
support a conclusion that a chemical sub-
stance or mixture has, or does not have, a 
particular property if the information from 
each individual source alone is insufficient 
to support the conclusion; 

‘‘(B) as a result of 1 or more physical or 
chemical properties of the chemical sub-
stance or mixture or other toxicokinetic 
considerations— 

‘‘(i) the substance cannot be absorbed; or 
‘‘(ii) testing for a specific endpoint is tech-

nically not practicable to conduct; or 
‘‘(C) a chemical substance or mixture can-

not be tested in vertebrate animals at con-
centrations that do not result in significant 
pain or distress, because of physical or chem-
ical properties of the chemical substance or 
mixture, such as a potential to cause severe 
corrosion or severe irritation to the tissues 
of the animal. 

‘‘(4) VOLUNTARY TESTING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any person developing 

information for submission under this title 
on a voluntary basis and not pursuant to any 
request or requirement by the Administrator 
shall first attempt to develop the informa-
tion by means of an alternative or non-
animal test method or testing strategy that 
the Administrator has determined under 
paragraph (2)(C) to be scientifically reliable, 
relevant, and capable of providing equivalent 
information, before conducting new animal 
testing. 

‘‘(B) EFFECT OF PARAGRAPH.—Nothing in 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) requires the Administrator to review 
the basis on which the person is conducting 
testing described in subparagraph (A); 

‘‘(ii) prohibits the use of other test meth-
ods or testing strategies by any person for 
purposes other than developing information 
for submission under this title on a vol-
untary basis; or 

‘‘(iii) prohibits the use of other test meth-
ods or testing strategies by any person, sub-
sequent to the attempt to develop informa-
tion using the test methods and testing 
strategies identified by the Administrator 
under paragraph (2)(C). 

‘‘(d) TESTING REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

require the development of information by— 
‘‘(A) manufacturers and processors of the 

chemical substance or mixture; and 
‘‘(B) persons that begin to manufacture or 

process the chemical substance or mixture 
after the effective date of the rule, testing 
consent agreement, or order. 

‘‘(2) DESIGNATION.—The Administrator may 
permit 2 or more persons identified in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1) to des-
ignate 1 of the persons or a qualified third 
party— 

‘‘(A) to develop the information; and 

‘‘(B) to submit the information on behalf of 
the persons making the designation. 

‘‘(3) EXEMPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A person otherwise sub-

ject to a rule, testing consent agreement, or 
order under this section may submit to the 
Administrator an application for an exemp-
tion on the basis that submission of informa-
tion by the applicant on the chemical sub-
stance or mixture would be duplicative of— 

‘‘(i) information on the chemical substance 
or mixture that— 

‘‘(I) has been submitted to the Adminis-
trator pursuant to a rule, consent agree-
ment, or order under this section; or 

‘‘(II) is being developed by a person des-
ignated under paragraph (2); or 

‘‘(ii) information on an equivalent chem-
ical substance or mixture that— 

‘‘(I) has been submitted to the Adminis-
trator pursuant to a rule, consent agree-
ment, or order under this section; or 

‘‘(II) is being developed by a person des-
ignated under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) FAIR AND EQUITABLE REIMBURSEMENT 
TO DESIGNEE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Administrator ac-
cepts an application submitted under sub-
paragraph (A), before the end of the reim-
bursement period described in clause (iii), 
the Administrator shall direct the applicant 
to provide to the person designated under 
paragraph (2) fair and equitable reimburse-
ment, as agreed to between the applicant and 
the designee. 

‘‘(ii) ARBITRATION.—If the applicant and a 
person designated under paragraph (2) can-
not reach agreement on the amount of fair 
and equitable reimbursement, the amount 
shall be determined by arbitration. 

‘‘(iii) REIMBURSEMENT PERIOD.—For the 
purposes of this subparagraph, the reim-
bursement period for any information for a 
chemical substance or mixture is a period— 

‘‘(I) beginning on the date the information 
is submitted in accordance with a rule, test-
ing consent agreement, or order under this 
section; and 

‘‘(II) ending on the later of— 
‘‘(aa) 5 years after the date referred to in 

subclause (I); or 
‘‘(bb) the last day of the period that begins 

on the date referred to in subclause (I) and 
that is equal to the period that the Adminis-
trator determines was necessary to develop 
the information. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION.—If, after granting an 
exemption under this paragraph, the Admin-
istrator determines that no person des-
ignated under paragraph (2) has complied 
with the rule, testing consent agreement, or 
order, the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(i) by order, terminate the exemption; 
and 

‘‘(ii) notify in writing each person that re-
ceived an exemption of the requirements 
with respect to which the exemption was 
granted. 

‘‘(4) TIERED TESTING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (D), the Administrator shall 
employ a tiered screening and testing proc-
ess, under which the results of screening- 
level tests or assessments of available infor-
mation inform the decision as to whether 1 
or more additional tests are necessary. 

‘‘(B) SCREENING-LEVEL TESTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The screening-level tests 

required for a chemical substance or mixture 
may include tests for hazard (which may in-
clude in silico, in vitro, and in vivo tests), 
environmental and biological fate and trans-
port, and measurements or modeling of expo-
sure or exposure potential, as appropriate. 

‘‘(ii) USE.—Screening-level tests shall be 
used— 

‘‘(I) to screen chemical substances or mix-
tures for potential adverse effects; and 

‘‘(II) to inform a decision of the Adminis-
trator regarding whether more complex or 
targeted additional testing is necessary. 

‘‘(C) ADDITIONAL TESTING.—If the Adminis-
trator determines under subparagraph (B) 
that additional testing is necessary to pro-
vide more definitive information for safety 
assessments or safety determinations, the 
Administrator may require more advanced 
tests for potential health or environmental 
effects or exposure potential. 

‘‘(D) ADVANCED TESTING WITHOUT SCREEN-
ING.—The Administrator may require more 
advanced testing without conducting screen-
ing-level testing when other information 
available to the Administrator justifies the 
advanced testing, pursuant to guidance de-
veloped by the Administrator under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(e) TRANSPARENCY.—Subject to section 14, 
the Administrator shall make available to 
the public all testing consent agreements 
and orders and all information submitted 
under this section.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
104(i)(5)(A) of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9604(i)(5)(A)) is 
amended in the third sentence by inserting 
‘‘(as in effect on the day before the date of 
enactment of the Frank R. Lautenberg 
Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act)’’ 
after ‘‘Toxic Substances Control Act’’. 
SEC. 6. PRIORITIZATION SCREENING. 

The Toxic Substances Control Act is 
amended by inserting after section 4 (15 
U.S.C. 2603) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 4A. PRIORITIZATION SCREENING. 

‘‘(a) PRIORITIZATION SCREENING PROCESS 
AND LIST OF SUBSTANCES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Administrator shall establish, by rule, a 
risk-based screening process and criteria for 
identifying existing chemical substances 
that are— 

‘‘(A) a high priority for a safety assess-
ment and safety determination under section 
6 (referred to in this Act as ‘high-priority 
substances’); and 

‘‘(B) a low priority for a safety assessment 
and safety determination (referred to in this 
Act as ‘low-priority substances’). 

‘‘(2) INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT LISTS OF HIGH- 
AND LOW-PRIORITY SUBSTANCES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Before the date of pro-
mulgation of the rule under paragraph (1) 
and not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this section, the Administrator 
shall publish an initial list of high-priority 
substances and low-priority substances. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The initial list of chem-

ical substances shall contain at least 10 high- 
priority substances, at least 5 of which are 
drawn from the list of chemical substances 
identified by the Administrator in the Octo-
ber 2014 TSCA Work Plan and subsequent up-
dates, and at least 10 low-priority sub-
stances. 

‘‘(ii) SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIFIED SUB-
STANCES.—Insofar as possible, at least 50 per-
cent of all substances subsequently identi-
fied by the Administrator as high-priority 
substances shall be drawn from the list of 
chemical substances identified by the Ad-
ministrator in the October 2014 TSCA Work 
Plan and subsequent updates, until all Work 
Plan chemicals have been designated under 
this subsection. 

‘‘(iii) PREFERENCES.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—In developing the initial 

list and in identifying additional high-pri-
ority substances, the Administrator shall 
give preference to— 

‘‘(aa) chemical substances that, with re-
spect to persistence and bioaccumulation, 
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score high for 1 and either high or moderate 
for the other, pursuant to the TSCA Work 
Plan Chemicals Methods Document pub-
lished by the Administrator in February 
2012; and 

‘‘(bb) chemical substances listed in the Oc-
tober 2014 TSCA Work Plan and subsequent 
updates that are known human carcinogens 
and have high acute and chronic toxicity. 

‘‘(II) METALS AND METAL COMPOUNDS.—In 
prioritizing and assessing metals and metal 
compounds, the Administrator shall use the 
Framework for Metals Risk Assessment of 
the Office of the Science Advisor, Risk As-
sessment Forum, and dated March 2007 (or a 
successor document), and may use other ap-
plicable information consistent with the best 
available science. 

‘‘(C) ADDITIONAL CHEMICAL REVIEWS.—The 
Administrator shall, as soon as practicable 
and not later than— 

‘‘(i) 3 years after the date of enactment of 
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act, add additional 
high-priority substances sufficient to ensure 
that at least a total of 20 high-priority sub-
stances have undergone or are undergoing 
the process established in section 6(a), and 
additional low-priority substances sufficient 
to ensure that at least a total of 20 low-pri-
ority substances have been designated; and 

‘‘(ii) 5 years after the date of enactment of 
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act, add additional 
high-priority substances sufficient to ensure 
that at least a total of 25 high-priority sub-
stances have undergone or are undergoing 
the process established in section 6(a), and 
additional low-priority substances sufficient 
to ensure that at least a total of 25 low-pri-
ority substances have been designated. 

‘‘(3) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
‘‘(A) CONSIDERATION OF ACTIVE AND INAC-

TIVE SUBSTANCES.— 
‘‘(i) ACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—In implementing 

the prioritization screening process estab-
lished under paragraph (1), the Adminis-
trator shall take into consideration active 
substances, as determined under section 8, 
which may include chemical substances on 
the interim list of active substances estab-
lished under that section. 

‘‘(ii) INACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—In imple-
menting the prioritization screening process 
established under paragraph (1), the Admin-
istrator may take into consideration inac-
tive substances, as determined under section 
8, that the Administrator determines— 

‘‘(I)(aa) have not been subject to a regu-
latory or other enforceable action by the Ad-
ministrator to ban or phase out the sub-
stances; and 

‘‘(bb) have the potential for high hazard 
and widespread exposure; or 

‘‘(II)(aa) have been subject to a regulatory 
or other enforceable action by the Adminis-
trator to ban or phase out the substances; 
and 

‘‘(bb) with respect to which there exists 
the potential for residual high hazards or 
widespread exposures not otherwise ad-
dressed by the regulatory or other action. 

‘‘(iii) REPOPULATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—On the completion of a 

safety determination under section 6 for a 
chemical substance, the Administrator shall 
remove the chemical substance from the list 
of high-priority substances established under 
this subsection. 

‘‘(II) ADDITIONS.—The Administrator shall 
add at least 1 chemical substance to the list 
of high-priority substances for each chemical 
substance removed from the list of high-pri-
ority substances established under this sub-
section, until a safety assessment and safety 
determination is completed for all chemical 
substances not designated as high-priority. 

‘‘(B) TIMELY COMPLETION OF PRIORITIZATION 
SCREENING PROCESS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator 
shall— 

‘‘(I) except as provided under paragraph (2), 
not later than 180 days after the effective 
date of the final rule under paragraph (1), 
begin the prioritization screening process; 
and 

‘‘(II) make every effort to complete the 
designation of all active substances as high- 
priority substances or low-priority sub-
stances in a timely manner. 

‘‘(ii) DECISIONS ON SUBSTANCES SUBJECT TO 
TESTING FOR PRIORITIZATION PURPOSES.—Not 
later than 90 days after the date of receipt of 
information regarding a chemical substance 
complying with a rule, testing consent 
agreement, or order issued under section 
4(a)(2), the Administrator shall designate the 
chemical substance as a high-priority sub-
stance or low-priority substance. 

‘‘(iii) CONSIDERATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

screen substances and designate high-pri-
ority substances consistent with the ability 
of the Administrator to schedule and com-
plete safety assessments and safety deter-
minations under section 6 in accordance with 
the deadlines under subsection (a) of that 
section. 

‘‘(II) ANNUAL GOAL.—The Administrator 
shall publish an annual goal for the number 
of chemical substances to be subject to the 
prioritization screening process. 

‘‘(C) SCREENING OF CATEGORIES OF SUB-
STANCES.—The Administrator may screen 
categories of chemical substances to ensure 
an efficient prioritization screening process 
to allow for timely and adequate designa-
tions of high-priority substances and low-pri-
ority substances and safety assessments and 
safety determinations for high-priority sub-
stances. 

‘‘(D) PUBLICATION OF LIST OF CHEMICAL SUB-
STANCES.—The Administrator shall keep cur-
rent and publish a list of chemical sub-
stances that includes and identifies sub-
stances— 

‘‘(i) that are being considered in the 
prioritization screening process and the sta-
tus of the substances in the prioritization 
process; 

‘‘(ii) for which prioritization decisions 
have been postponed pursuant to subsection 
(b)(5), including the basis for the postpone-
ment; and 

‘‘(iii) that are designated as high-priority 
substances or low-priority substances, in-
cluding the bases for such designations. 

‘‘(4) CRITERIA.—The criteria described in 
paragraph (1) shall account for— 

‘‘(A) the recommendation of the Governor 
of a State or a State agency with responsi-
bility for protecting health or the environ-
ment from chemical substances appropriate 
for prioritization screening; 

‘‘(B) the hazard and exposure potential of 
the chemical substance (or category of sub-
stances), including persistence, bioaccumula-
tion, and specific scientific classifications 
and designations by authoritative govern-
mental entities; 

‘‘(C) the conditions of use or significant 
changes in the conditions of use of the chem-
ical substance; 

‘‘(D) evidence and indicators of exposure 
potential to humans or the environment 
from the chemical substance, including po-
tentially exposed or susceptible populations 
and storage near significant sources of 
drinking water; 

‘‘(E) the volume of a chemical substance 
manufactured or processed; 

‘‘(F) whether the volume of a chemical sub-
stance as reported pursuant to a rule pro-
mulgated pursuant to section 8(a) has sig-
nificantly increased or decreased; 

‘‘(G) the availability of information re-
garding potential hazards and exposures re-
quired for conducting a safety assessment or 
safety determination, with limited avail-
ability of relevant information to be a suffi-
cient basis for designating a chemical sub-
stance as a high-priority substance, subject 
to the condition that limited availability 
shall not require designation as a high-pri-
ority substance; and 

‘‘(H) the extent of Federal or State regula-
tion of the chemical substance or the extent 
of the impact of State regulation of the 
chemical substance on the United States, 
with existing Federal or State regulation of 
any uses evaluated in the prioritization 
screening process as a factor in designating a 
chemical substance to be a high-priority or a 
low-priority substance. 

‘‘(b) PRIORITIZATION SCREENING PROCESS 
AND DECISIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the 
prioritization screening process developed 
under subsection (a), the Administrator 
shall— 

‘‘(A) identify the chemical substances 
being considered for prioritization; 

‘‘(B) request interested persons to supply 
information regarding the chemical sub-
stances being considered; 

‘‘(C) apply the criteria identified in sub-
section (a)(4); and 

‘‘(D) subject to paragraph (5) and using the 
information available to the Administrator 
at the time of the decision, identify a chem-
ical substance as a high-priority substance 
or a low-priority substance. 

‘‘(2) REASONABLY AVAILABLE INFORMA-
TION.—The prioritization screening decision 
regarding a chemical substance shall con-
sider any hazard and exposure information 
relating to the chemical substance that is 
reasonably available to the Administrator. 

‘‘(3) IDENTIFICATION OF HIGH-PRIORITY SUB-
STANCES.—The Administrator— 

‘‘(A) shall identify as a high-priority sub-
stance a chemical substance that, relative to 
other active chemical substances, the Ad-
ministrator determines has the potential for 
significant hazard and significant exposure; 

‘‘(B) may identify as a high-priority sub-
stance a chemical substance that, relative to 
other active chemical substances, the Ad-
ministrator determines has the potential for 
significant hazard or significant exposure; 
and 

‘‘(C) may identify as a high-priority sub-
stance an inactive substance, as determined 
under subsection (a)(3)(A)(ii) and section 
8(b), that the Administrator determines war-
rants a safety assessment and safety deter-
mination under section 6. 

‘‘(4) IDENTIFICATION OF LOW-PRIORITY SUB-
STANCES.—The Administrator shall identify 
as a low-priority substance a chemical sub-
stance that the Administrator concludes has 
information sufficient to establish that the 
chemical substance is likely to meet the 
safety standard. 

‘‘(5) POSTPONING A DECISION.—If the Admin-
istrator determines that additional informa-
tion is needed to establish the priority of a 
chemical substance under this section, the 
Administrator may postpone a prioritization 
screening decision for a reasonable period— 

‘‘(A) to allow for the submission of addi-
tional information by an interested person 
and for the Administrator to evaluate the 
additional information; or 

‘‘(B) to require the development of infor-
mation pursuant to a rule, testing consent 
agreement, or order issued under section 
4(a)(2). 

‘‘(6) DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSION OF INFOR-
MATION.—If the Administrator requests the 
development or submission of information 
under this section, the Administrator shall 
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establish a deadline for submission of the in-
formation. 

‘‘(7) NOTICE AND COMMENT.—The Adminis-
trator shall— 

‘‘(A) publish, including in the Federal Reg-
ister, the proposed decisions made under 
paragraphs (3), (4), and (5) and the basis for 
the decisions; 

‘‘(B) identify the information and analysis 
on which the decisions are based; and 

‘‘(C) provide 90 days for public comment. 
‘‘(8) REVISIONS OF PRIOR DESIGNATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—At any time, the Admin-

istrator may revise the designation of a 
chemical substance as a high-priority sub-
stance or a low-priority substance based on 
information available to the Administrator 
after the date of the determination under 
paragraph (3) or (4). 

‘‘(B) LIMITED AVAILABILITY.—If limited 
availability of relevant information was a 
basis in the designation of a chemical sub-
stance as a high-priority substance, the Ad-
ministrator shall reevaluate the 
prioritization screening of the chemical sub-
stance on receiving the relevant informa-
tion. 

‘‘(9) OTHER INFORMATION RELEVANT TO 
PRIORITIZATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If, after the date of en-
actment of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chem-
ical Safety for the 21st Century Act, a State 
proposes an administrative action or enacts 
a statute or takes an administrative action 
to prohibit or otherwise restrict the manu-
facturing, processing, distribution in com-
merce, or use of a chemical substance that 
the Administrator has not designated as a 
high-priority substance, the Governor or 
State agency with responsibility for imple-
menting the statute or administrative action 
shall notify the Administrator. 

‘‘(B) REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION.—Fol-
lowing receipt of a notification provided 
under subparagraph (A), the Administrator 
may request any available information from 
the Governor or the State agency with re-
spect to— 

‘‘(i) scientific evidence related to the haz-
ards, exposures and risks of the chemical 
substance under the conditions of use which 
the statute or administrative action is in-
tended to address; 

‘‘(ii) any State or local conditions which 
warranted the statute or administrative ac-
tion; 

‘‘(iii) the statutory or administrative au-
thority on which the action is based; and 

‘‘(iv) any other available information rel-
evant to the prohibition or other restriction, 
including information on any alternatives 
considered and their hazards, exposures, and 
risks. 

‘‘(C) PRIORITIZATION SCREENING.—The Ad-
ministrator shall conduct a prioritization 
screening under this subsection for all sub-
stances that— 

‘‘(i) are the subject of notifications re-
ceived under subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(ii) the Administrator determines— 
‘‘(I) are likely to have significant health or 

environmental impacts; 
‘‘(II) are likely to have significant impact 

on interstate commerce; or 
‘‘(III) have been subject to a prohibition or 

other restriction under a statute or adminis-
trative action in 2 or more States. 

‘‘(D) POST-PRIORITIZATION NOTICE.—If, after 
the date of enactment of the Frank R. Lau-
tenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century 
Act, a State proposes or takes an adminis-
trative action or enacts a statute to prohibit 
or otherwise restrict the manufacturing, 
processing, distribution in commerce, or use 
of a high-priority substance, after the date 
on which the deadline established pursuant 
to subsection (a) of section 6 for completion 
of the safety determination under that sub-

section expires but before the date on which 
the Administrator publishes the safety de-
termination under that subsection, the Gov-
ernor or State agency with responsibility for 
implementing the statute or administrative 
action shall— 

‘‘(i) notify the Administrator; and 
‘‘(ii) provide the scientific and legal basis 

for the action. 
‘‘(E) AVAILABILITY TO PUBLIC.—Subject to 

section 14 and any applicable State law re-
garding the protection of confidential infor-
mation provided to the State or to the Ad-
ministrator, the Administrator shall make 
information received from a Governor or 
State agency under subparagraph (A) pub-
licly available. 

‘‘(F) EFFECT OF PARAGRAPH.—Nothing in 
this paragraph shall preempt a State statute 
or administrative action, require approval of 
a State statute or administrative action, or 
apply section 15 to a State. 

‘‘(10) REVIEW.—Not less frequently than 
once every 5 years after the date on which 
the process under this subsection is estab-
lished, the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(A) review the process on the basis of ex-
perience and taking into consideration re-
sources available to efficiently and effec-
tively screen and prioritize chemical sub-
stances; and 

‘‘(B) if necessary, modify the prioritization 
screening process. 

‘‘(11) EFFECT.—Subject to section 18, a des-
ignation by the Administrator under this 
section with respect to a chemical substance 
shall not affect— 

‘‘(A) the manufacture, processing, distribu-
tion in commerce, use, or disposal of the 
chemical substance; or 

‘‘(B) the regulation of those activities. 
‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL PRIORITIES FOR SAFETY 

ASSESSMENTS AND DETERMINATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The rule promulgated 

under subsection (a) shall— 
‘‘(i) include a process by which a manufac-

turer or processor of an active chemical sub-
stance that has not been designated a high- 
priority substance or is not in the process of 
a prioritization screening by the Adminis-
trator, may request that the Administrator 
designate the substance as an additional pri-
ority for a safety assessment and safety de-
termination, subject to the payment of fees 
pursuant to section 26(b)(3)(D); 

‘‘(ii) specify the information to be provided 
in such requests; and 

‘‘(iii) specify the criteria (which may in-
clude criteria identified in subsection (a)(4)) 
that the Administrator shall use to deter-
mine whether or not to grant such a request, 
which shall include whether the substance is 
subject to restrictions imposed by statutes 
enacted or administrative actions taken by 1 
or more States on the manufacture, proc-
essing, distribution in commerce, or use of 
the substance. 

‘‘(B) PREFERENCE.—Subject to paragraph 
(2), in deciding whether to grant requests 
under this subsection the Administrator 
shall give a preference to requests con-
cerning substances for which the Adminis-
trator determines that restrictions imposed 
by 1 or more States have the potential to 
have a significant impact on interstate com-
merce or health or the environment. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.—Chemical substances for 
which requests have been granted under this 
subsection shall not be subject to subsection 
(a)(3)(A)(iii) or section 18(b). 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS.—In considering whether 
to grant a request submitted under para-
graph (1), the Administrator shall ensure 
that— 

‘‘(A) the number of substances designated 
to undergo safety assessments and safety de-
terminations under the process and criteria 

pursuant to paragraph (1) is not less than 25 
percent, or more than 30 percent, of the cu-
mulative number of substances designated to 
undergo safety assessments and safety deter-
minations under subsections (a)(2) and (b)(3) 
(except that if less than 25 percent are re-
ceived by the Administrator, the Adminis-
trator shall grant each request that meets 
the requirements of paragraph (1)); 

‘‘(B) the resources allocated to conducting 
safety assessments and safety determina-
tions for additional priorities designated 
under this subsection are proportionate to 
the number of such substances relative to 
the total number of substances currently 
designated to undergo safety assessments 
and safety determinations under this sec-
tion; and 

‘‘(C) the number of additional priority re-
quests stipulated under subparagraph (A) is 
in addition to the total number of high-pri-
ority substances identified under subsections 
(a)(2) and (b)(3). 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL REVIEW OF WORK PLAN 
CHEMICALS FOR SAFETY ASSESSMENT AND 
SAFETY DETERMINATION.—In the case of a re-
quest under paragraph (1) with respect to a 
chemical substance identified by the Admin-
istrator in the October 2014 TSCA Work 
Plan— 

‘‘(A) the 30-percent cap specified in para-
graph (2)(A) shall not apply and the addition 
of Work Plan chemicals shall be at the dis-
cretion of the Administrator; and 

‘‘(B) notwithstanding paragraph (1)(C), re-
quests for additional Work Plan chemicals 
under this subsection shall be considered 
high-priority chemicals subject to section 
18(b) but not subsection (a)(3)(A)(iii). 

‘‘(4) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The public shall be pro-

vided notice and an opportunity to comment 
on requests submitted under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) DECISION BY ADMINISTRATOR.—Not 
later than 180 days after the date on which 
the Administrator receives a request under 
this subsection, the Administrator shall de-
cide whether or not to grant the request. 

‘‘(C) ASSESSMENT AND DETERMINATION.—If 
the Administrator grants a request under 
this subsection, the safety assessment and 
safety determination— 

‘‘(i) shall be conducted in accordance with 
the deadlines and other requirements of sec-
tions 3A(i) and 6; and 

‘‘(ii) shall not be expedited or otherwise 
subject to special treatment relative to high- 
priority substances designated pursuant to 
subsection (b)(3) that are undergoing safety 
assessments and safety determinations.’’. 
SEC. 7. NEW CHEMICALS AND SIGNIFICANT NEW 

USES. 
Section 5 of the Toxic Substances Control 

Act (15 U.S.C. 2604) is amended— 
(1) by striking the section designation and 

heading and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 5. NEW CHEMICALS AND SIGNIFICANT NEW 

USES.’’; 
(2) by striking subsection (b); 
(3) by redesignating subsection (a) as sub-

section (b); 
(4) by redesignating subsection (i) as sub-

section (a) and moving the subsection so as 
to appear at the beginning of the section; 

(5) in subsection (b) (as so redesignated)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘IN GENERAL’’ and inserting ‘‘NOTICES’’; 
(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘subsection (h)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘paragraph (3) and subsection (h)’’; and 

(ii) in the matter following subparagraph 
(B)— 

(I) by striking ‘‘subsection (d)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subsection (c)’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘and such person complies 
with any applicable requirement of sub-
section (b)’’; and 
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(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) ARTICLE CONSIDERATION.—The Admin-

istrator may require notification under this 
section for the import or processing of a 
chemical substance as part of an article or 
category of articles under paragraph (1)(B) if 
the Administrator makes an affirmative 
finding in a rule under paragraph (2) that the 
reasonable potential for exposure to the 
chemical substance through the article or 
category of articles subject to the rule war-
rants notification.’’; 

(6) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 
as subsections (d) and (c), respectively, and 
moving subsection (c) (as so redesigned) so as 
appear after subsection (b) (as redesignated 
by paragraph (3)); 

(7) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The notice required by 

subsection (b) shall include, with respect to 
a chemical substance— 

‘‘(A) the information required by sections 
720.45 and 720.50 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or successor regulations); and 

‘‘(B) all known or reasonably ascertainable 
information regarding conditions of use and 
reasonably anticipated exposures.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘subsection (b)’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘or of data under sub-

section (b)’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (A), by adding ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon at the end; 
(iii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; 

and’’ and inserting a period; and 
(iv) by striking subparagraph (C); and 
(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (a) and for which the notification pe-
riod prescribed by subsection (a), (b), or (c)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘subsection (b) and for which 
the notification period prescribed by sub-
section (b) or (d)’’; 

(8) by striking subsection (d) (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (6)) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) REVIEW OF NOTICE.— 
‘‘(1) INITIAL REVIEW.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), not later than 90 days after the date of 
receipt of a notice submitted under sub-
section (b), the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(i) conduct an initial review of the notice; 
‘‘(ii) as needed, develop a profile of the rel-

evant chemical substance and the potential 
for exposure to humans and the environ-
ment; and 

‘‘(iii) make a determination under para-
graph (3). 

‘‘(B) EXTENSION.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (5), the Administrator may extend 
the period described in subparagraph (A) for 
good cause for 1 or more periods, the total of 
which shall be not more than 90 days. 

‘‘(2) INFORMATION SOURCES.—In evaluating 
a notice under paragraph (1), the Adminis-
trator shall take into consideration— 

‘‘(A) any relevant information identified in 
subsection (c)(1); and 

‘‘(B) any other relevant additional infor-
mation available to the Administrator. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATIONS.—Before the end of 
the applicable period for review under para-
graph (1), based on the information described 
in paragraph (2), and subject to section 18(g), 
the Administrator shall determine that— 

‘‘(A) the relevant chemical substance or 
significant new use is not likely to meet the 
safety standard, in which case the Adminis-
trator shall take appropriate action under 
paragraph (4); 

‘‘(B) the relevant chemical substance or 
significant new use is likely to meet the 
safety standard, in which case the Adminis-

trator shall allow the review period to expire 
without additional restrictions; or 

‘‘(C) additional information is necessary in 
order to make a determination under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B), in which case the Ad-
ministrator shall take appropriate action 
under paragraphs (4) and (5). 

‘‘(4) RESTRICTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) DETERMINATION BY ADMINISTRATOR.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Administrator 

makes a determination under subparagraph 
(A) or (C) of paragraph (3) with respect to a 
notice submitted under subsection (b)— 

‘‘(I) the Administrator, before the end of 
the applicable period for review under para-
graph (1) and by consent agreement or order, 
as appropriate, shall prohibit or otherwise 
restrict the manufacture, processing, use, 
distribution in commerce, or disposal (as ap-
plicable) of the chemical substance, or of the 
chemical substance for a significant new use, 
without compliance with the restrictions 
specified in the consent agreement or order 
that the Administrator determines are suffi-
cient to ensure that the chemical substance 
or significant new use is likely to meet the 
safety standard; and 

‘‘(II) no person may commence manufac-
ture of the chemical substance, or manufac-
ture or processing of the chemical substance 
for a significant new use, except in compli-
ance with the restrictions specified in the 
consent agreement or order. 

‘‘(ii) LIKELY TO MEET STANDARD.—If the Ad-
ministrator makes a determination under 
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) with re-
spect to a chemical substance or significant 
new use for which a notice was submitted 
under subsection (b), then notwithstanding 
any remaining portion of the applicable pe-
riod for review under paragraph (1), the sub-
mitter of the notice may commence manu-
facture for commercial purposes of the 
chemical substance or manufacture or proc-
essing of the chemical substance for a sig-
nificant new use. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—Not later than 90 
days after issuing a consent agreement or 
order under subparagraph (A), the Adminis-
trator shall— 

‘‘(i) consider whether to promulgate a rule 
pursuant to subsection (b)(2) that identifies 
as a significant new use any manufacturing, 
processing, use, distribution in commerce, or 
disposal of the chemical substance that does 
not conform to the restrictions imposed by 
the consent agreement or order; and 

‘‘(ii)(I) initiate a rulemaking described in 
clause (i); or 

‘‘(II) publish a statement describing the 
reasons of the Administrator for not initi-
ating a rulemaking. 

‘‘(C) INCLUSIONS.—A prohibition or other 
restriction under subparagraph (A) may in-
clude, as appropriate— 

‘‘(i) subject to section 18(g), a requirement 
that a chemical substance shall be marked 
with, or accompanied by, clear and adequate 
minimum warnings and instructions with re-
spect to use, distribution in commerce, or 
disposal, or any combination of those activi-
ties, with the form and content of the min-
imum warnings and instructions to be pre-
scribed by the Administrator 

‘‘(ii) a requirement that manufacturers or 
processors of the chemical substance shall— 

‘‘(I) make and retain records of the proc-
esses used to manufacture or process, as ap-
plicable, the chemical substance; or 

‘‘(II) monitor or conduct such additional 
tests as are reasonably necessary to address 
potential risks from the manufacture, proc-
essing, distribution in commerce, use, or dis-
posal, as applicable, of the chemical sub-
stance, subject to section 4; 

‘‘(iii) a restriction on the quantity of the 
chemical substance that may be manufac-

tured, processed, or distributed in com-
merce— 

‘‘(I) in general; or 
‘‘(II) for a particular use; 
‘‘(iv) a prohibition or other restriction of— 
‘‘(I) the manufacture, processing, or dis-

tribution in commerce of the chemical sub-
stance for a significant new use; 

‘‘(II) any method of commercial use of the 
chemical substance; or 

‘‘(III) any method of disposal of the chem-
ical substance; or 

‘‘(v) a prohibition or other restriction on 
the manufacture, processing, or distribution 
in commerce of the chemical substance— 

‘‘(I) in general; or 
‘‘(II) for a particular use. 
‘‘(D) PERSISTENT AND BIOACCUMULATIVE 

SUBSTANCES.—For a chemical substance the 
Administrator determines, with respect to 
persistence and bioaccumulation, scores high 
for 1 and either high or moderate for the 
other, pursuant to the TSCA Work Plan 
Chemicals Methods Document published by 
the Administrator in February 2012, the Ad-
ministrator shall, in selecting among prohi-
bitions and other restrictions that the Ad-
ministrator determines are sufficient to en-
sure that the chemical substance is likely to 
meet the safety standard, reduce potential 
exposure to the substance to the maximum 
extent practicable. 

‘‘(E) WORKPLACE EXPOSURES.—To the ex-
tent practicable, the Administrator shall 
consult with the Assistant Secretary of 
Labor for Occupational Safety and Health 
prior to adopting any prohibition or other 
restriction under this subsection to address 
workplace exposures. 

‘‘(F) DEFINITION OF REQUIREMENT.—For pur-
poses of this Act, the term ‘requirement’ as 
used in this section does not displace com-
mon law. 

‘‘(5) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—If the Ad-
ministrator determines under paragraph 
(3)(C) that additional information is nec-
essary to conduct a review under this sub-
section, the Administrator— 

‘‘(A) shall provide an opportunity for the 
submitter of the notice to submit the addi-
tional information; 

‘‘(B) may, by agreement with the sub-
mitter, extend the review period for a rea-
sonable time to allow the development and 
submission of the additional information; 

‘‘(C) may promulgate a rule, enter into a 
testing consent agreement, or issue an order 
under section 4 to require the development of 
the information; and 

‘‘(D) on receipt of information the Admin-
istrator finds supports the determination 
under paragraph (3), shall promptly make 
the determination.’’; 

(9) by striking subsections (e) through (g) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(e) NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date on which a manufacturer that 
has submitted a notice under subsection (b) 
commences nonexempt commercial manu-
facture of a chemical substance, the manu-
facturer shall submit to the Administrator a 
notice of commencement that identifies— 

‘‘(A) the name of the manufacturer; and 
‘‘(B) the initial date of nonexempt com-

mercial manufacture. 
‘‘(2) WITHDRAWAL.—A manufacturer or 

processor that has submitted a notice under 
subsection (b), but that has not commenced 
nonexempt commercial manufacture or proc-
essing of the chemical substance, may with-
draw the notice. 

‘‘(f) FURTHER EVALUATION.—The Adminis-
trator may review a chemical substance 
under section 4A at any time after the Ad-
ministrator receives— 

‘‘(1) a notice of commencement for a chem-
ical substance under subsection (e); or 
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‘‘(2) new information regarding the chem-

ical substance. 
‘‘(g) TRANSPARENCY.—Subject to section 14, 

the Administrator shall make available to 
the public— 

‘‘(1) all notices, determinations, consent 
agreements, rules, and orders submitted 
under this section or made by the Adminis-
trator under this section; and 

‘‘(2) all information submitted or issued 
under this section.’’; and 

(10) in subsection (h)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘(a) or’’; and 
(ii) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, 

without taking into account cost or other 
nonrisk factors’’ after ‘‘the environment’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (2); 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (3) 

through (6) as paragraphs (2) through (5), re-
spectively; 

(D) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), in 
the matter preceding subparagraph (A), by 
striking ‘‘subsections (a) and (b)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subsection (b)’’; 

(E) in paragraph (3) (as so redesignated)— 
(i) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘will 

not present an unreasonable risk of injury to 
health or the environment’’ and inserting 
‘‘will meet the safety standard’’; and 

(ii) by striking the second sentence; 
(F) in paragraph (4) (as so redesignated), by 

striking ‘‘subsections (a) and (b)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subsection (b)’’; and 

(G) in paragraph (5) (as so redesignated), in 
the first sentence, by striking ‘‘paragraph (1) 
or (5)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1) or (4)’’. 

SEC. 8. SAFETY ASSESSMENTS AND SAFETY DE-
TERMINATIONS. 

Section 6 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2605) is amended— 

(1) by striking the section designation and 
heading and inserting the following: 

‘‘SEC. 6. SAFETY ASSESSMENTS AND SAFETY DE-
TERMINATIONS.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) 
as subsections (h) and (i), respectively; 

(3) by striking subsections (a) through (d) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator— 
‘‘(1) shall conduct a safety assessment and 

make a safety determination of each high- 
priority substance in accordance with sub-
sections (b) and (c); 

‘‘(2) shall, as soon as practicable and not 
later than 6 months after the date on which 
a chemical substance is designated as a high- 
priority substance, define and publish the 
scope of the safety assessment and safety de-
termination to be conducted pursuant to this 
section, including the hazards, exposures, 
conditions of use, and potentially exposed or 
susceptible populations that the Adminis-
trator expects to consider; 

‘‘(3) as appropriate based on the results of 
a safety determination, shall establish re-
strictions pursuant to subsection (d); 

‘‘(4) shall complete and publish a safety as-
sessment and safety determination not later 
than 3 years after the date on which a chem-
ical substance is designated as a high-pri-
ority substance; 

‘‘(5) shall promulgate any necessary final 
rule pursuant to subsection (d) by not later 
than 2 years after the date on which the safe-
ty determination is completed; 

‘‘(6) may extend any deadline under para-
graph (4) for not more than 1 year, if infor-
mation relating to the high-priority sub-
stance, required to be developed in a rule, 
order, or consent agreement under section 
4— 

‘‘(A) has not yet been submitted to the Ad-
ministrator; or 

‘‘(B) was submitted to the Administrator— 

‘‘(i) within the time specified in the rule, 
order, or consent agreement pursuant to sec-
tion 4(a)(4)(A)(iv); and 

‘‘(ii) on or after the date that is 120 days 
before the expiration of the deadline de-
scribed in paragraph (4); and 

‘‘(7) may extend the deadline under para-
graph (5) for not more than 2 years, subject 
to the condition that the aggregate length of 
all extensions of deadlines under this sub-
section does not exceed 2 years. 

‘‘(b) PRIOR ACTIONS AND NOTICE OF EXIST-
ING INFORMATION.— 

‘‘(1) PRIOR-INITIATED ASSESSMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act pre-

vents the Administrator from initiating a 
safety assessment or safety determination 
regarding a chemical substance, or from con-
tinuing or completing such a safety assess-
ment or safety determination, prior to the 
effective date of the policies, procedures, and 
guidance required to be established by the 
Administrator under section 3A or 4A. 

‘‘(B) INTEGRATION OF PRIOR POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES.—As policies and procedures 
under section 3A and 4A are established, to 
the maximum extent practicable, the Ad-
ministrator shall integrate the policies and 
procedures into ongoing safety assessments 
and safety determinations. 

‘‘(2) ACTIONS COMPLETED PRIOR TO COMPLE-
TION OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—Nothing 
in this Act requires the Administrator to re-
vise or withdraw a completed safety assess-
ment, safety determination, or rule solely 
because the action was completed prior to 
the completion of a policy or procedure es-
tablished under section 3A or 4A, and the va-
lidity of a completed assessment, determina-
tion, or rule shall not be determined based 
on the content of such a policy or procedure. 

‘‘(3) NOTICE OF EXISTING INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator 

shall, where such information is available, 
take notice of existing information regard-
ing hazard and exposure published by other 
Federal agencies and the National Acad-
emies and incorporate the information in 
safety assessments and safety determina-
tions with the objective of increasing the ef-
ficiency of the safety assessments and safety 
determinations. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSION OF INFORMATION.—Existing 
information described in subparagraph (A) 
should be included to the extent practicable 
and where the Administrator determines the 
information is relevant and scientifically re-
liable. 

‘‘(c) SAFETY DETERMINATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Based on a review of the 

information available to the Administrator, 
including draft safety assessments submitted 
by interested persons pursuant to section 
3A(h)(2)(D), and subject to section 18(g), the 
Administrator shall determine— 

‘‘(A) by order, that the relevant chemical 
substance meets the safety standard; 

‘‘(B) that the relevant chemical substance 
does not meet the safety standard, in which 
case the Administrator shall, by rule under 
subsection (d)— 

‘‘(i) impose restrictions necessary to en-
sure that the chemical substance meets the 
safety standard under the conditions of use; 
or 

‘‘(ii) if the safety standard cannot be met 
with the application of other restrictions 
under subsection (d)(3), ban or phase out the 
chemical substance, as appropriate; or 

‘‘(C) that additional information is nec-
essary in order to make a determination 
under subparagraph (A) or (B), in which case 
the Administrator shall take appropriate ac-
tion under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—If the Ad-
ministrator determines that additional in-
formation is necessary to make a safety as-

sessment or safety determination for a high- 
priority substance, the Administrator— 

‘‘(A) shall provide an opportunity for inter-
ested persons to submit the additional infor-
mation; 

‘‘(B) may promulgate a rule, enter into a 
testing consent agreement, or issue an order 
under section 4 to require the development of 
the information; 

‘‘(C) may defer, for a reasonable period 
consistent with the deadlines described in 
subsection (a), a safety assessment and safe-
ty determination until after receipt of the 
information; and 

‘‘(D) consistent with the deadlines de-
scribed in subsection (a), on receipt of infor-
mation the Administrator finds supports the 
safety assessment and safety determination, 
shall make a determination under paragraph 
(1). 

‘‘(3) ESTABLISHMENT OF DEADLINE.—In re-
questing the development or submission of 
information under this section, the Adminis-
trator shall establish a deadline for the sub-
mission of the information. 

‘‘(d) RULE.— 
‘‘(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—If the Adminis-

trator makes a determination under sub-
section (c)(1)(B) with respect to a chemical 
substance, the Administrator shall promul-
gate a rule establishing restrictions nec-
essary to ensure that the chemical substance 
meets the safety standard. 

‘‘(2) SCOPE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The rule promulgated 

pursuant to this subsection— 
‘‘(i) may apply to mixtures containing the 

chemical substance, as appropriate; 
‘‘(ii) shall include dates by which compli-

ance is mandatory, which— 
‘‘(I) shall be as soon as practicable, but not 

later than 4 years after the date of promul-
gation of the rule, except in the case of a use 
exempted under paragraph (5); 

‘‘(II) in the case of a ban or phase-out of 
the chemical substance, shall implement the 
ban or phase-out in as short a period as prac-
ticable; 

‘‘(III) as determined by the Administrator, 
may vary for different affected persons; and 

‘‘(IV) following a determination by the Ad-
ministrator that compliance is techno-
logically or economically infeasible within 
the timeframe specified in subclause (I), 
shall provide up to an additional 18 months 
for compliance to be mandatory; 

‘‘(iii) shall exempt replacement parts that 
are manufactured prior to the effective date 
of the rule for articles that are first manu-
factured prior to the effective date of the 
rule unless the Administrator finds the re-
placement parts contribute significantly to 
the identified risk; 

‘‘(iv) shall, in selecting among prohibitions 
and other restrictions, apply such prohibi-
tions or other restrictions to an article or 
category of articles containing the chemical 
substance only to the extent necessary to ad-
dress the identified risks from exposure to 
the chemical substance from the article or 
category of articles, in order to determine 
that the chemical substance meets the safe-
ty standard; and 

‘‘(v) shall, when the Administrator deter-
mines that the chemical substance does not 
meet the safety standard for a potentially 
exposed or susceptible population, apply pro-
hibitions or other restrictions necessary to 
ensure that the substance meets the safety 
standard for that population. 

‘‘(B) PERSISTENT AND BIOACCUMULATIVE 
SUBSTANCES.—For a chemical substance the 
Administrator determines, with respect to 
persistence and bioaccumulation, scores high 
for 1 and either high or moderate for the 
other, pursuant to the TSCA Work Plan 
Chemicals Methods Document published by 
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the Administrator in February 2012, the Ad-
ministrator shall, in selecting among prohi-
bitions and other restrictions that the Ad-
ministrator determines are sufficient to en-
sure that the chemical substance meets the 
safety standard, reduce exposure to the sub-
stance to the maximum extent practicable. 

‘‘(C) WORKPLACE EXPOSURES.—The Admin-
istrator shall consult with the Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor for Occupational Safety and 
Health before adopting any prohibition or 
other restriction under this subsection to ad-
dress workplace exposures. 

‘‘(D) DEFINITION OF REQUIREMENT.—For the 
purposes of this Act, the term ‘requirement’ 
as used in this section does not displace com-
mon law. 

‘‘(3) RESTRICTIONS.—Subject to section 18, a 
restriction under paragraph (1) may include, 
as appropriate— 

‘‘(A) a requirement that a chemical sub-
stance shall be marked with, or accompanied 
by, clear and adequate minimum warnings 
and instructions with respect to use, dis-
tribution in commerce, or disposal, or any 
combination of those activities, with the 
form and content of the minimum warnings 
and instructions to be prescribed by the Ad-
ministrator; 

‘‘(B) a requirement that manufacturers or 
processors of the chemical substance shall— 

‘‘(i) make and retain records of the proc-
esses used to manufacture or process the 
chemical substance; 

‘‘(ii) describe and apply the relevant qual-
ity control procedures followed in the manu-
facturing or processing of the substance; or 

‘‘(iii) monitor or conduct tests that are 
reasonably necessary to ensure compliance 
with the requirements of any rule under this 
subsection; 

‘‘(C) a restriction on the quantity of the 
chemical substance that may be manufac-
tured, processed, or distributed in commerce; 

‘‘(D) a requirement to ban or phase out, or 
otherwise restrict the manufacture, proc-
essing, or distribution in commerce of the 
chemical substance for— 

‘‘(i) a particular use; 
‘‘(ii) a particular use at a concentration in 

excess of a level specified by the Adminis-
trator; or 

‘‘(iii) all uses; 
‘‘(E) a restriction on the quantity of the 

chemical substance that may be manufac-
tured, processed, or distributed in commerce 
for— 

‘‘(i) a particular use; or 
‘‘(ii) a particular use at a concentration in 

excess of a level specified by the Adminis-
trator; 

‘‘(F) a requirement to ban, phase out, or 
otherwise restrict any method of commercial 
use of the chemical substance; 

‘‘(G) a requirement to ban, phase out, or 
otherwise restrict any method of disposal of 
the chemical substance or any article con-
taining the chemical substance; and 

‘‘(H) a requirement directing manufactur-
ers or processors of the chemical substance 
to give notice of the Administrator’s deter-
mination under subsection (c)(1)(B) to dis-
tributors in commerce of the chemical sub-
stance and, to the extent reasonably ascer-
tainable, to other persons in the chain of 
commerce in possession of the chemical sub-
stance. 

‘‘(4) ANALYSIS FOR RULEMAKING.— 
‘‘(A) CONSIDERATIONS.—In deciding which 

restrictions to impose under paragraph (3) as 
part of developing a rule under paragraph (1), 
the Administrator shall take into consider-
ation, to the extent practicable based on rea-
sonably available information, the quantifi-
able and nonquantifiable costs and benefits 
of the proposed regulatory action and of the 
1 or more primary alternative regulatory ac-
tions considered by the Administrator. 

‘‘(B) ALTERNATIVES.—As part of the anal-
ysis, the Administrator shall review any 1 or 
more technically and economically feasible 
alternatives to the chemical substance that 
the Administrator determines are relevant 
to the rulemaking. 

‘‘(C) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—In proposing a 
rule under paragraph (1), the Administrator 
shall make publicly available any analysis 
conducted under this paragraph. 

‘‘(D) STATEMENT REQUIRED.—In making 
final a rule under paragraph (1), the Admin-
istrator shall include a statement describing 
how the analysis considered under subpara-
graph (A) was taken into account. 

‘‘(5) EXEMPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may, 

as part of a rule promulgated under para-
graph (1) or in a separate rule, exempt 1 or 
more uses of a chemical substance from any 
restriction in a rule promulgated under para-
graph (1) if the Administrator determines 
that— 

‘‘(i) the restriction cannot be complied 
with, without— 

‘‘(I) harming national security; 
‘‘(II) causing significant disruption in the 

national economy due to the lack of avail-
ability of a chemical substance; or 

‘‘(III) interfering with a critical or essen-
tial use for which no technically and eco-
nomically feasible safer alternative is avail-
able, taking into consideration hazard and 
exposure; or 

‘‘(ii) the use of the chemical substance, as 
compared to reasonably available alter-
natives, provides a substantial benefit to 
health, the environment, or public safety. 

‘‘(B) EXEMPTION ANALYSIS.—In proposing a 
rule under this paragraph, the Administrator 
shall make publicly available any analysis 
conducted under this paragraph to assess the 
need for the exemption. 

‘‘(C) STATEMENT REQUIRED.—In making 
final a rule under this paragraph, the Admin-
istrator shall include a statement describing 
how the analysis considered under subpara-
graph (B) was taken into account. 

‘‘(D) ANALYSIS IN CASE OF BAN OR PHASE- 
OUT.—In determining whether an exemption 
should be granted under this paragraph for a 
chemical substance for which a ban or phase- 
out is included in a proposed or final rule 
under paragraph (1), the Administrator shall 
take into consideration, to the extent prac-
ticable based on reasonably available infor-
mation, the quantifiable and nonquantifiable 
costs and benefits of the 1 or more alter-
natives to the chemical substance the Ad-
ministrator determines to be technically and 
economically feasible and most likely to be 
used in place of the chemical substance 
under the conditions of use. 

‘‘(E) CONDITIONS.—As part of a rule promul-
gated under this paragraph, the Adminis-
trator shall include conditions, including 
reasonable recordkeeping, monitoring, and 
reporting requirements, to the extent that 
the Administrator determines the conditions 
are necessary to protect health and the envi-
ronment while achieving the purposes of the 
exemption. 

‘‘(F) DURATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

establish, as part of a rule under this para-
graph, a time limit on any exemption for a 
time to be determined by the Administrator 
as reasonable on a case-by-case basis. 

‘‘(ii) AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The 
Administrator, by rule, may extend, modify, 
or eliminate an exemption if the Adminis-
trator determines, on the basis of reasonably 
available information and after adequate 
public justification, the exemption warrants 
extension or is no longer necessary. 

‘‘(iii) CONSIDERATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclause (II), 

the Administrator shall issue exemptions 

and establish time periods by considering 
factors determined by the Administrator to 
be relevant to the goals of fostering innova-
tion and the development of alternatives 
that meet the safety standard. 

‘‘(II) LIMITATION.—Any renewal of an ex-
emption in the case of a rule under para-
graph (1) requiring the ban or phase-out of a 
chemical substance shall not exceed 5 years. 

‘‘(e) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—The Adminis-
trator may declare a proposed rule under 
subsection (d)(1) to be effective on publica-
tion of the rule in the Federal Register and 
until the effective date of final action taken 
respecting the rule, if— 

‘‘(1) the Administrator determines that— 
‘‘(A) the manufacture, processing, distribu-

tion in commerce, use, or disposal of the 
chemical substance or mixture subject to the 
proposed rule or any combination of those 
activities is likely to result in a risk of seri-
ous or widespread injury to health or the en-
vironment before the effective date; and 

‘‘(B) making the proposed rule so effective 
is necessary to protect the public interest; 
and 

‘‘(2) in the case of a proposed rule to pro-
hibit the manufacture, processing, or dis-
tribution in commerce of a chemical sub-
stance or mixture because of the risk deter-
mined under paragraph (1)(A), a court has 
granted relief in an action under section 7 
with respect to that risk associated with the 
chemical substance or mixture. 

‘‘(f) FINAL AGENCY ACTION.—Under this sec-
tion and subject to section 18— 

‘‘(1) a safety determination, and the associ-
ated safety assessment, for a chemical sub-
stance that the Administrator determines 
under subsection (c) meets the safety stand-
ard, shall be considered to be a final agency 
action, effective beginning on the date of 
issuance of the final safety determination; 
and 

‘‘(2) a final rule promulgated under sub-
section (d)(1), and the associated safety as-
sessment and safety determination that a 
chemical substance does not meet the safety 
standard, shall be considered to be a final 
agency action, effective beginning on the 
date of promulgation of the final rule. 

‘‘(g) EXTENSION OF DEADLINES FOR CERTAIN 
CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES.—The Administrator 
may not extend any deadline under sub-
section (a) for a chemical substance des-
ignated as a high priority that is listed in 
the 2014 update of the TSCA Work Plan with-
out adequate public justification that dem-
onstrates, following a review of the informa-
tion reasonably available to the Adminis-
trator, that the Administrator cannot ade-
quately complete a safety assessment and 
safety determination, or a final rule pursu-
ant to subsection (d), without additional in-
formation regarding the chemical sub-
stance.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (h) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (2))— 

(A) by striking paragraph (4); and 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-

graph (4). 
SEC. 9. IMMINENT HAZARDS. 

Section 7 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2606) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) CIVIL ACTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

commence a civil action in an appropriate 
United States district court for— 

‘‘(A) seizure of an imminently hazardous 
chemical substance or mixture or any article 
containing the chemical substance or mix-
ture; 

‘‘(B) relief (as authorized by subsection (b)) 
against any person that manufactures, proc-
esses, distributes in commerce, uses, or dis-
poses of, an imminently hazardous chemical 
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substance or mixture or any article con-
taining the chemical substance or mixture; 
or 

‘‘(C) both seizure described in subpara-
graph (A) and relief described in subpara-
graph (B). 

‘‘(2) RULE, ORDER, OR OTHER PROCEEDING.— 
A civil action may be commenced under this 
paragraph, notwithstanding— 

‘‘(A) the existence of a decision, rule, con-
sent agreement, or order by the Adminis-
trator under section 4, 4A, 5, or 6 or title IV 
or VI; or 

‘‘(B) the pendency of any administrative or 
judicial proceeding under any provision of 
this Act.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘unrea-
sonable’’; 

(3) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘section 
6(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 6(d)’’; and 

(4) in subsection (f), in the first sentence, 
by striking ‘‘and unreasonable’’. 
SEC. 10. INFORMATION COLLECTION AND RE-

PORTING. 

Section 8 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2607) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)(ii)(I)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘5(b)(4)’’ and inserting ‘‘5’’; 
(II) by inserting ‘‘section 4 or’’ after ‘‘in ef-

fect under’’; and 
(III) by striking ‘‘5(e),’’ and inserting 

‘‘5(d)(4);’’; and 
(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) Not later than 180 days after the date 

of enactment of the Frank R. Lautenberg 
Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, 
and not less frequently than once every 10 
years thereafter, the Administrator, after 
consultation with the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration, shall— 

‘‘(i) review the adequacy of the standards 
prescribed according to subparagraph (B); 

‘‘(ii) after providing public notice and an 
opportunity for comment, make a deter-
mination as to whether revision of the stand-
ards is warranted; and 

‘‘(iii) revise the standards if the Adminis-
trator so determines.’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) RULES.— 
‘‘(A) DEADLINE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, the Administrator shall pro-
mulgate rules requiring the maintenance of 
records and the reporting of additional infor-
mation known or reasonably ascertainable 
by the person making the report, including 
rules applicable to processors so that the Ad-
ministrator has the information necessary to 
carry out this title. 

‘‘(ii) MODIFICATION OF PRIOR RULES.—In car-
rying out this subparagraph, the Adminis-
trator may modify, as appropriate, rules pro-
mulgated before the date of enactment of the 
Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for 
the 21st Century Act. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—The rules promulgated 
pursuant to subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) may impose different reporting and 
recordkeeping requirements on manufactur-
ers and processors; and 

‘‘(ii) shall include the level of detail nec-
essary to be reported, including the manner 
by which use and exposure information may 
be reported. 

‘‘(C) ADMINISTRATION.—In implementing 
the reporting and recordkeeping require-
ments under this paragraph, the Adminis-
trator shall take measures— 

‘‘(i) to limit the potential for duplication 
in reporting requirements; 

‘‘(ii) to minimize the impact of the rules on 
small manufacturers and processors; and 

‘‘(iii) to apply any reporting obligations to 
those persons likely to have information rel-
evant to the effective implementation of this 
title.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(3) NOMENCLATURE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out para-

graph (1), the Administrator shall— 
‘‘(i) maintain the use of Class 2 nomen-

clature in use on the date of enactment of 
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act; 

‘‘(ii) maintain the use of the Soap and De-
tergent Association Nomenclature System, 
published in March 1978 by the Adminis-
trator in section 1 of addendum III of the 
document entitled ‘Candidate List of Chem-
ical Substances’, and further described in the 
appendix A of volume I of the 1985 edition of 
the Toxic Substances Control Act Sub-
stances Inventory (EPA Document No. EPA– 
560/7–85–002a); and 

‘‘(iii) treat all components of categories 
that are considered to be statutory mixtures 
under this Act as being included on the list 
published under paragraph (1) under the 
Chemical Abstracts Service numbers for the 
respective categories, including, without 
limitation— 

‘‘(I) cement, Portland, chemicals, CAS No. 
65997–15–1; 

‘‘(II) cement, alumina, chemicals, CAS No. 
65997–16–2; 

‘‘(III) glass, oxide, chemicals, CAS No. 
65997–17–3; 

‘‘(IV) frits, chemicals, CAS No. 65997–18–4; 
‘‘(V) steel manufacture, chemicals, CAS 

No. 65997–19–5; and 
‘‘(VI) ceramic materials and wares, chemi-

cals, CAS No. 66402–68–4. 
‘‘(B) MULTIPLE NOMENCLATURE CONVEN-

TIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If an existing guidance 

allows for multiple nomenclature conven-
tions, the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(I) maintain the nomenclature conven-
tions for substances; and 

‘‘(II) develop new guidance that— 
‘‘(aa) establishes equivalency between the 

nomenclature conventions for chemical sub-
stances on the list published under para-
graph (1); and 

‘‘(bb) permits persons to rely on the new 
guidance for purposes of determining wheth-
er a chemical substance is on the list pub-
lished under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(ii) MULTIPLE CAS NUMBERS.—For any 
chemical substance appearing multiple times 
on the list under different Chemical Ab-
stracts Service numbers, the Administrator 
shall develop guidance recognizing the mul-
tiple listings as a single chemical substance. 

‘‘(4) CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES IN COMMERCE.— 
‘‘(A) RULES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, the Administrator, by rule, 
shall require manufacturers and processors 
to notify the Administrator, by not later 
than 180 days after the date of promulgation 
of the rule, of each chemical substance on 
the list published under paragraph (1) that 
the manufacturer or processor, as applicable, 
has manufactured or processed for a non-
exempt commercial purpose during the 10- 
year period ending on the day before the date 
of enactment of the Frank R. Lautenberg 
Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act. 

‘‘(ii) ACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—The Adminis-
trator shall designate chemical substances 
for which notices are received under clause 
(i) to be active substances on the list pub-
lished under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(iii) INACTIVE SUBSTANCES.—The Adminis-
trator shall designate chemical substances 
for which no notices are received under 

clause (i) to be inactive substances on the 
list published under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) CONFIDENTIAL CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES.— 
In promulgating the rule established pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A), the Administrator 
shall— 

‘‘(i) maintain the list under paragraph (1), 
which shall include a confidential portion 
and a nonconfidential portion consistent 
with this section and section 14; 

‘‘(ii) require a manufacturer or processor 
that is submitting a notice pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A) for a chemical substance on 
the confidential portion of the list published 
under paragraph (1) to indicate in the notice 
whether the manufacturer or processor seeks 
to maintain any existing claim for protec-
tion against disclosure of the specific iden-
tity of the substance as confidential pursu-
ant to section 14; and 

‘‘(iii) require the substantiation of those 
claims pursuant to section 14 and in accord-
ance with the review plan described in sub-
paragraph (C). 

‘‘(C) REVIEW PLAN.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date on which the Administrator 
compiles the initial list of active substances 
pursuant to subparagraph (A), the Adminis-
trator shall promulgate a rule that estab-
lishes a plan to review all claims to protect 
the specific identities of chemical substances 
on the confidential portion of the list pub-
lished under paragraph (1) that are asserted 
pursuant to subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(D) REQUIREMENTS OF REVIEW PLAN.— 
Under the review plan under subparagraph 
(C), the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(i) require, at the time requested by the 
Administrator, all manufacturers or proc-
essors asserting claims under subparagraph 
(B) to substantiate the claim unless the 
manufacturer or processor has substantiated 
the claim in a submission made to the Ad-
ministrator during the 5-year period ending 
on the date of the request by the Adminis-
trator; 

‘‘(ii) in accordance with section 14— 
‘‘(I) review each substantiation— 
‘‘(aa) submitted pursuant to clause (i) to 

determine if the claim warrants protection 
from disclosure; and 

‘‘(bb) submitted previously by a manufac-
turer or processor and relied on in lieu of the 
substantiation required pursuant to clause 
(i), if the substantiation has not been pre-
viously reviewed by the Administrator, to 
determine if the claim warrants protection 
from disclosure; 

‘‘(II) approve, modify, or deny each claim; 
and 

‘‘(III) except as provided in this section and 
section 14, protect from disclosure informa-
tion for which the Administrator approves 
such a claim for a period of 10 years, unless, 
prior to the expiration of the period— 

‘‘(aa) the person notifies the Administrator 
that the person is withdrawing the claim, in 
which case the Administrator shall promptly 
make the information available to the pub-
lic; or 

‘‘(bb) the Administrator otherwise becomes 
aware that the need for protection from dis-
closure can no longer be substantiated, in 
which case the Administrator shall take the 
actions described in section 14(g)(2); and 

‘‘(iii) encourage manufacturers or proc-
essors that have previously made claims to 
protect the specific identities of chemical 
substances identified as inactive pursuant to 
subsection (f)(2) to review and either with-
draw or substantiate the claims. 

‘‘(E) TIMELINE FOR COMPLETION OF RE-
VIEWS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
implement the review plan so as to complete 
reviews of all claims specified in subpara-
graph (C) not later than 5 years after the 
date on which the Administrator compiles 
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the initial list of active substances pursuant 
to subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(ii) CONSIDERATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

extend the deadline for completion of the re-
views for not more than 2 additional years, 
after an adequate public justification, if the 
Administrator determines that the extension 
is necessary based on the number of claims 
needing review and the available resources. 

‘‘(II) ANNUAL REVIEW GOAL AND RESULTS.— 
At the beginning of each year, the Adminis-
trator shall publish an annual goal for re-
views and the number of reviews completed 
in the prior year. 

‘‘(5) ACTIVE AND INACTIVE SUBSTANCES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

maintain and keep current designations of 
active substances and inactive substances on 
the list published under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) CHANGE TO ACTIVE STATUS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Any person that intends 

to manufacture or process for a nonexempt 
commercial purpose a chemical substance 
that is designated as an inactive substance 
shall notify the Administrator before the 
date on which the inactive substance is man-
ufactured or processed. 

‘‘(ii) CONFIDENTIAL CHEMICAL IDENTITY 
CLAIMS.—If a person submitting a notice 
under clause (i) for an inactive substance on 
the confidential portion of the list published 
under paragraph (1) seeks to maintain an ex-
isting claim for protection against disclosure 
of the specific identity of the inactive sub-
stance as confidential, the person shall— 

‘‘(I) in the notice submitted under clause 
(i), assert the claim; and 

‘‘(II) by not later than 30 days after pro-
viding the notice under clause (i), substan-
tiate the claim. 

‘‘(iii) ACTIVE STATUS.—On receiving a noti-
fication under clause (i), the Administrator 
shall— 

‘‘(I) designate the applicable chemical sub-
stance as an active substance; 

‘‘(II) pursuant to section 14, promptly re-
view any claim and associated substan-
tiation submitted pursuant to clause (ii) for 
protection against disclosure of the specific 
identity of the chemical substance and ap-
prove, modify, or deny the claim; 

‘‘(III) except as provided in this section and 
section 14, protect from disclosure the spe-
cific identity of the chemical substance for 
which the Administrator approves a claim 
under subclause (II) for a period of 10 years, 
unless, prior to the expiration of the period— 

‘‘(aa) the person notifies the Administrator 
that the person is withdrawing the claim, in 
which case the Administrator shall promptly 
make the information available to the pub-
lic; or 

‘‘(bb) the Administrator otherwise becomes 
aware that the need for protection from dis-
closure can no longer be substantiated, in 
which case the Administrator shall take the 
actions described in section 14(g)(2); and 

‘‘(IV) pursuant to section 4A, review the 
priority of the chemical substance as the Ad-
ministrator determines to be necessary. 

‘‘(C) CATEGORY STATUS.—The list of inac-
tive substances shall not be considered to be 
a category for purposes of section 26(c). 

‘‘(6) INTERIM LIST OF ACTIVE SUBSTANCES.— 
Prior to the promulgation of the rule re-
quired under paragraph (4)(A), the Adminis-
trator shall designate the chemical sub-
stances reported under part 711 of title 40, 
Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on 
the date of enactment of the Frank R. Lau-
tenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century 
Act), during the reporting period that most 
closely preceded the date of enactment of 
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act, as the interim list 
of active substances for the purposes of sec-
tion 4A. 

‘‘(7) PUBLIC INFORMATION.—Subject to this 
subsection, the Administrator shall make 
available to the public— 

‘‘(A) the specific identity of each chemical 
substance on the nonconfidential portion of 
the list published under paragraph (1) that 
the Administrator has designated as— 

‘‘(i) an active substance; or 
‘‘(ii) an inactive substance; 
‘‘(B) the accession number, generic name, 

and, if applicable, premanufacture notice 
case number for each chemical substance on 
the confidential portion of the list published 
under paragraph (1) for which a claim of con-
fidentiality was received; and 

‘‘(C) subject to subsections (f) and (g) of 
section 14, the specific identity of any active 
substance for which— 

‘‘(i) a claim for protection against disclo-
sure of the specific identity of the active 
chemical substance was not asserted, as re-
quired under this subsection or subsection 
(d) or (f) of section 14; 

‘‘(ii) a claim for protection against disclo-
sure of the specific identity of the active 
substance has been denied by the Adminis-
trator; or 

‘‘(iii) the time period for protection 
against disclosure of the specific identity of 
the active substance has expired. 

‘‘(8) LIMITATION.—No person may assert a 
new claim under this subsection for protec-
tion from disclosure of a specific identity of 
any active or inactive chemical substance 
for which a notice is received under para-
graph (4)(A)(i) or (5)(C)(i) that is not on the 
confidential portion of the list published 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(9) CERTIFICATION.—Under the rules pro-
mulgated under this subsection, manufactur-
ers and processors shall be required— 

‘‘(A) to certify that each notice or substan-
tiation the manufacturer or processor sub-
mits complies with the requirements of the 
rule, and that any confidentiality claims are 
true and correct; and 

‘‘(B) to retain a record supporting the cer-
tification for a period of 5 years beginning on 
the last day of the submission period.’’; 

(3) in subsection (e)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Any person’’ and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any person’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—Any person 

may submit to the Administrator informa-
tion reasonably supporting the conclusion 
that a chemical substance or mixture pre-
sents, will present, or does not present a sub-
stantial risk of injury to health and the en-
vironment.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘For pur-
poses of this section, the’’ and inserting the 
following: ‘‘In this section: 

‘‘(1) ACTIVE SUBSTANCE.—The term ‘active 
substance’ means a chemical substance— 

‘‘(A) that has been manufactured or proc-
essed for a nonexempt commercial purpose 
at any point during the 10-year period ending 
on the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act; 

‘‘(B) that is added to the list published 
under subsection (b)(1) after that date of en-
actment; or 

‘‘(C) for which a notice is received under 
subsection (b)(5)(C). 

‘‘(2) INACTIVE SUBSTANCE.—The term ‘inac-
tive substance’ means a chemical substance 
on the list published under subsection (b)(1) 
that does not meet any of the criteria de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) MANUFACTURE; PROCESS.—The’’. 
SEC. 11. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FEDERAL 

LAWS. 
Section 9 of the Toxic Substances Control 

Act (15 U.S.C. 2608) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), in the first sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘presents or will present an 

unreasonable risk to health or the environ-
ment’’ and inserting ‘‘does not or will not 
meet the safety standard’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘such risk’’ the first place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘the risk posed by 
the substance or mixture’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘with-

in the time period specified by the Adminis-
trator in the report’’ after ‘‘issues an order’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘re-
sponds within the time period specified by 
the Administrator in the report and’’ before 
‘‘initiates, within 90 days’’; and 

(iii) in the matter following subparagraph 
(B), by striking ‘‘section 6 or 7’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 6(d) or section 7’’; 

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (6); 

(D) in paragraph (6) (as so redesignated), by 
striking ‘‘section 6 or 7’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 6(d) or 7’’; and 

(E) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) The Administrator shall take the ac-
tions described in paragraph (4) if the Ad-
ministrator makes a report under paragraph 
(1) with respect to a chemical substance or 
mixture and the agency to which the report 
was made does not— 

‘‘(A) issue the order described in paragraph 
(2)(A) within the time period specified by the 
Administrator in the report; or 

‘‘(B)(i) respond under paragraph (1) within 
the time frame specified by the Adminis-
trator in the report; and 

‘‘(ii) initiate action within 90 days of publi-
cation in the Federal Register of the re-
sponse described in clause (i). 

‘‘(4) If an agency to which a report under 
paragraph (1) does not take the actions de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) or (B) of para-
graph (3), the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(A) if a safety assessment and safety de-
termination for the substance under section 
6 has not been completed, complete the safe-
ty assessment and safety determination; 

‘‘(B) if the Administrator has determined 
or determines that the chemical substance 
does not meet the safety standard, initiate 
action under section 6(d) with respect to the 
risk; or 

‘‘(C) take any action authorized or re-
quired under section 7, as appropriate. 

‘‘(5) This subsection shall not relieve the 
Administrator of any obligation to complete 
a safety assessment and safety determina-
tion or take any required action under sec-
tion 6(d) or 7 to address risks from the manu-
facture, processing, distribution in com-
merce, use, or disposal of a chemical sub-
stance or mixture, or any combination of 
those activities, that are not identified in a 
report issued by the Administrator under 
paragraph (1).’’; 

(2) in subsection (d), in the first sentence, 
by striking ‘‘Health, Education, and Wel-
fare’’ and inserting ‘‘Health and Human 
Services’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) EXPOSURE INFORMATION.—If the Ad-

ministrator obtains information related to 
exposures or releases of a chemical sub-
stance that may be prevented or reduced 
under another Federal law, including laws 
not administered by the Administrator, the 
Administrator shall make such information 
available to the relevant Federal agency or 
office of the Environmental Protection 
Agency.’’. 
SEC. 12. RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, COLLEC-

TION, DISSEMINATION, AND UTILIZA-
TION OF DATA. 

Section 10 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2609) is amended by striking 
‘‘Health, Education, and Welfare’’ each place 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8807 December 17, 2015 
it appears and inserting ‘‘Health and Human 
Services’’. 
SEC. 13. EXPORTS. 

Section 12 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2611) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph 
(2) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to— 

‘‘(A) any new chemical substance that the 
Administrator determines is likely to 
present an unreasonable risk of injury to 
health within the United States or to the en-
vironment of the United States, without tak-
ing into account cost or other non-risk fac-
tors; 

‘‘(B) any chemical substance that the Ad-
ministrator determines presents or will 
present an unreasonable risk of injury to 
health within the United States or to the en-
vironment of the United States, without tak-
ing into account cost or other non-risk fac-
tors; or 

‘‘(C) any chemical substance that— 
‘‘(i) the Administrator determines is likely 

to present an unreasonable risk of injury to 
health within the United States or to the en-
vironment of the United States, without tak-
ing into account cost or other non-risk fac-
tors; and 

‘‘(ii) is subject to restriction under section 
5(d)(4). 

‘‘(3) WAIVERS FOR CERTAIN MIXTURES AND 
ARTICLES.—For a mixture or article con-
taining a chemical substance described in 
paragraph (2), the Administrator may— 

‘‘(A) determine that paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to the mixture or article; or 

‘‘(B) establish a threshold concentration in 
a mixture or article at which paragraph (1) 
shall not apply. 

‘‘(4) TESTING.—The Administrator may re-
quire testing under section 4 of any chemical 
substance or mixture exempted from this 
Act under paragraph (1) for the purpose of 
determining whether the chemical substance 
meets the safety standard within the United 
States.’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) NOTICE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A person shall notify the 

Administrator that the person is exporting 
or intends to export to a foreign country— 

‘‘(A) a chemical substance or a mixture 
containing a chemical substance that the 
Administrator has determined under section 
5 is not likely to meet the safety standard 
and for which a prohibition or other restric-
tion has been proposed or established under 
that section; 

‘‘(B) a chemical substance or a mixture 
containing a chemical substance that the 
Administrator has determined under section 
6 does not meet the safety standard and for 
which a prohibition or other restriction has 
been proposed or established under that sec-
tion; 

‘‘(C) a chemical substance for which the 
United States is obligated by treaty to pro-
vide export notification; 

‘‘(D) a chemical substance or mixture con-
taining a chemical substance subject to a 
proposed or promulgated significant new use 
rule, or a prohibition or other restriction 
pursuant to a rule, order, or consent agree-
ment in effect under this Act; 

‘‘(E) a chemical substance or mixture for 
which the submission of information is re-
quired under section 4; or 

‘‘(F) a chemical substance or mixture for 
which an action is pending or for which relief 
has been granted under section 7. 

‘‘(2) RULES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

promulgate rules to carry out paragraph (1). 
‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—The rules promulgated 

pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall— 

‘‘(i) include such exemptions as the Admin-
istrator determines to be appropriate, which 
may include exemptions identified under sec-
tion 5(h); and 

‘‘(ii) indicate whether, or to what extent, 
the rules apply to articles containing a 
chemical substance or mixture described in 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) NOTIFICATION.—The Administrator 
shall submit to the government of each 
country to which a chemical substance or 
mixture is exported— 

‘‘(A) for a chemical substance or mixture 
described in subparagraph (A), (B), (D), or (F) 
of paragraph (1), a notice of the determina-
tion, rule, order, consent agreement, action, 
relief, or requirement; 

‘‘(B) for a chemical substance described in 
paragraph (1)(C), a notice that satisfies the 
obligation of the United States under the ap-
plicable treaty; and 

‘‘(C) for a chemical substance or mixture 
described in paragraph (1)(E), a notice of 
availability of the information on the chem-
ical substance or mixture submitted to the 
Administrator.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c), by striking paragraph 
(3). 
SEC. 14. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

Section 14 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2613) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 
‘‘SEC. 14. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, the Administrator shall 
not disclose information that is exempt from 
disclosure pursuant to subsection (a) of sec-
tion 552 of title 5, United States Code, under 
subsection (b)(4) of that section— 

‘‘(1) that is reported to, or otherwise ob-
tained by, the Administrator under this Act; 
and 

‘‘(2) for which the requirements of sub-
section (d) are met. 

‘‘(b) INFORMATION GENERALLY PROTECTED 
FROM DISCLOSURE.—The following informa-
tion specific to, and submitted by, a manu-
facturer, processor, or distributor that meets 
the requirements of subsections (a) and (d) 
shall be presumed to be protected from dis-
closure, subject to the condition that noth-
ing in this Act prohibits the disclosure of 
any such information, or information that is 
the subject of subsection (g)(3), through dis-
covery, subpoena, other court order, or any 
other judicial process otherwise allowed 
under applicable Federal or State law: 

‘‘(1) Specific information describing the 
processes used in manufacture or processing 
of a chemical substance, mixture, or article. 

‘‘(2) Marketing and sales information. 
‘‘(3) Information identifying a supplier or 

customer. 
‘‘(4) Details of the full composition of a 

mixture and the respective percentages of 
constituents. 

‘‘(5) Specific information regarding the 
use, function, or application of a chemical 
substance or mixture in a process, mixture, 
or product. 

‘‘(6) Specific production or import volumes 
of the manufacturer. 

‘‘(7) Specific aggregated volumes across 
manufacturers, if the Administrator deter-
mines that disclosure of the specific aggre-
gated volumes would reveal confidential in-
formation. 

‘‘(8) Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the specific identity of a chemical 
substance prior to the date on which the 
chemical substance is first offered for com-
mercial distribution, including the chemical 
name, molecular formula, Chemical Ab-
stracts Service number, and other informa-
tion that would identify a specific chemical 
substance, if the specific identity was 
claimed as confidential information at the 

time it was submitted in a notice under sec-
tion 5. 

‘‘(c) INFORMATION NOT PROTECTED FROM 
DISCLOSURE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b), the following informa-
tion shall not be protected from disclosure: 

‘‘(A) INFORMATION FROM HEALTH AND SAFE-
TY STUDIES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii)— 
‘‘(I) any health and safety study that is 

submitted under this Act with respect to— 
‘‘(aa) any chemical substance or mixture 

that, on the date on which the study is to be 
disclosed, has been offered for commercial 
distribution; or 

‘‘(bb) any chemical substance or mixture 
for which— 

‘‘(AA) testing is required under section 4; 
or 

‘‘(BB) a notification is required under sec-
tion 5; or 

‘‘(II) any information reported to, or other-
wise obtained by, the Administrator from a 
health and safety study relating to a chem-
ical substance or mixture described in item 
(aa) or (bb) of subclause (I). 

‘‘(ii) EFFECT OF SUBPARAGRAPH.—Nothing 
in this subparagraph authorizes the release 
of any information that discloses— 

‘‘(I) a process used in the manufacturing or 
processing of a chemical substance or mix-
ture; or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a mixture, the portion 
of the mixture comprised by any chemical 
substance in the mixture. 

‘‘(B) OTHER INFORMATION NOT PROTECTED 
FROM DISCLOSURE.— 

‘‘(i) For information submitted after the 
date of enactment of the Frank R. Lauten-
berg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century 
Act, the specific identity of a chemical sub-
stance as of the date on which the chemical 
substance is first offered for commercial dis-
tribution, if the person submitting the infor-
mation does not meet the requirements of 
subsection (d). 

‘‘(ii) A safety assessment developed, or a 
safety determination made, under section 6. 

‘‘(iii) Any general information describing 
the manufacturing volumes, expressed as 
specific aggregated volumes or, if the Ad-
ministrator determines that disclosure of 
specific aggregated volumes would reveal 
confidential information, expressed in 
ranges. 

‘‘(iv) A general description of a process 
used in the manufacture or processing and 
industrial, commercial, or consumer func-
tions and uses of a chemical substance, mix-
ture, or article containing a chemical sub-
stance or mixture, including information 
specific to an industry or industry sector 
that customarily would be shared with the 
general public or within an industry or in-
dustry sector. 

‘‘(2) MIXED CONFIDENTIAL AND NONCONFIDEN-
TIAL INFORMATION .—Any information that is 
eligible for protection under this section and 
is submitted with information described in 
this subsection shall be protected from dis-
closure, if the submitter complies with sub-
section (d), subject to the condition that in-
formation in the submission that is not eligi-
ble for protection against disclosure shall be 
disclosed. 

‘‘(3) BAN OR PHASE-OUT.—If the Adminis-
trator promulgates a rule pursuant to sec-
tion 6(d) that establishes a ban or phase-out 
of the manufacture, processing, or distribu-
tion in commerce of a chemical substance, 
subject to paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of sub-
section (g), any protection from disclosure 
provided under this section with respect to 
the specific identity of the chemical sub-
stance and other information relating to the 
chemical substance shall no longer apply. 
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‘‘(4) CERTAIN REQUESTS.—If a request is 

made to the Administrator under section 
552(a) of title 5, United States Code, for in-
formation that is subject to disclosure under 
this subsection, the Administrator may not 
deny the request on the basis of section 
552(b)(4) of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(d) REQUIREMENTS FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
CLAIMS.— 

‘‘(1) ASSERTION OF CLAIMS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A person seeking to pro-

tect any information submitted under this 
Act from disclosure (including information 
described in subsection (b)) shall assert to 
the Administrator a claim for protection 
concurrent with submission of the informa-
tion, in accordance with such rules regarding 
a claim for protection from disclosure as the 
Administrator has promulgated or may pro-
mulgate pursuant to this title. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSION.—An assertion of a claim 
under subparagraph (A) shall include a state-
ment that the person has— 

‘‘(i) taken reasonable measures to protect 
the confidentiality of the information; 

‘‘(ii) determined that the information is 
not required to be disclosed or otherwise 
made available to the public under any other 
Federal law; 

‘‘(iii) a reasonable basis to conclude that 
disclosure of the information is likely to 
cause substantial harm to the competitive 
position of the person; and 

‘‘(iv) a reasonable basis to believe that the 
information is not readily discoverable 
through reverse engineering. 

‘‘(C) SPECIFIC CHEMICAL IDENTITY.—In the 
case of a claim under subparagraph (A) for 
protection against disclosure of a specific 
chemical identity, the claim shall include a 
structurally descriptive generic name for the 
chemical substance that the Administrator 
may disclose to the public, subject to the 
condition that the generic name shall— 

‘‘(i) be consistent with guidance issued by 
the Administrator under paragraph (3)(A); 
and 

‘‘(ii) describe the chemical structure of the 
substance as specifically as practicable while 
protecting those features of the chemical 
structure— 

‘‘(I) that are considered to be confidential; 
and 

‘‘(II) the disclosure of which would be like-
ly to cause substantial harm to the competi-
tive position of the person. 

‘‘(D) PUBLIC INFORMATION.—No person may 
assert a claim under this section for protec-
tion from disclosure of information that is 
already publicly available. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CON-
FIDENTIALITY CLAIMS.—Except for informa-
tion described in subsection (b), a person as-
serting a claim to protect information from 
disclosure under this Act shall substantiate 
the claim, in accordance with the rules pro-
mulgated and consistent with the guidance 
issued by the Administrator. 

‘‘(3) GUIDANCE.—The Administrator shall 
develop guidance regarding— 

‘‘(A) the determination of structurally de-
scriptive generic names, in the case of 
claims for the protection against disclosure 
of specific chemical identity; and 

‘‘(B) the content and form of the state-
ments of need and agreements required 
under paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) of sub-
section (e). 

‘‘(4) CERTIFICATION.—An authorized official 
of a person described in paragraph (1)(A) 
shall certify that the statement required to 
assert a claim submitted pursuant to para-
graph (1)(B) and any information required to 
substantiate a claim submitted pursuant to 
paragraph (2) are true and correct. 

‘‘(e) EXCEPTIONS TO PROTECTION FROM DIS-
CLOSURE.—Information described in sub-
section (a)— 

‘‘(1) shall be disclosed if the information is 
to be disclosed to an officer or employee of 
the United States in connection with the of-
ficial duties of the officer or employee— 

‘‘(A) under any law for the protection of 
health or the environment; or 

‘‘(B) for a specific law enforcement pur-
pose; 

‘‘(2) shall be disclosed if the information is 
to be disclosed to a contractor of the United 
States and employees of that contractor— 

‘‘(A) if, in the opinion of the Adminis-
trator, the disclosure is necessary for the 
satisfactory performance by the contractor 
of a contract with the United States for the 
performance of work in connection with this 
Act; and 

‘‘(B) subject to such conditions as the Ad-
ministrator may specify; 

‘‘(3) shall be disclosed if the Administrator 
determines that disclosure is necessary to 
protect health or the environment; 

‘‘(4) shall be disclosed if the information is 
to be disclosed to a State or political sub-
division of a State, on written request, for 
the purpose of development, administration, 
or enforcement of a law, if 1 or more applica-
ble agreements with the Administrator that 
are consistent with the guidance issued 
under subsection (d)(3)(B) ensure that the re-
cipient will take appropriate measures, and 
has adequate authority, to maintain the con-
fidentiality of the information in accordance 
with procedures comparable to the proce-
dures used by the Administrator to safe-
guard the information; 

‘‘(5) shall be disclosed if a health or envi-
ronmental professional employed by a Fed-
eral or State agency or a treating physician 
or nurse in a nonemergency situation pro-
vides a written statement of need and agrees 
to sign a written confidentiality agreement 
with the Administrator, subject to the condi-
tions that— 

‘‘(A) the statement of need and confiden-
tiality agreement are consistent with the 
guidance issued under subsection (d)(3)(B); 

‘‘(B) the written statement of need shall be 
a statement that the person has a reasonable 
basis to suspect that— 

‘‘(i) the information is necessary for, or 
will assist in— 

‘‘(I) the diagnosis or treatment of 1 or 
more individuals; or 

‘‘(II) responding to an environmental re-
lease or exposure; and 

‘‘(ii) 1 or more individuals being diagnosed 
or treated have been exposed to the chemical 
substance concerned, or an environmental 
release or exposure has occurred; and 

‘‘(C) the confidentiality agreement shall 
provide that the person will not use the in-
formation for any purpose other than the 
health or environmental needs asserted in 
the statement of need, except as otherwise 
may be authorized by the terms of the agree-
ment or by the person submitting the infor-
mation to the Administrator, except that 
nothing in this Act prohibits the disclosure 
of any such information through discovery, 
subpoena, other court order, or any other ju-
dicial process otherwise allowed under appli-
cable Federal or State law; 

‘‘(6) shall be disclosed if in the event of an 
emergency, a treating physician, nurse, 
agent of a poison control center, public 
health or environmental official of a State 
or political subdivision of a State, or first re-
sponder (including any individual duly au-
thorized by a Federal agency, State, or polit-
ical subdivision of a State who is trained in 
urgent medical care or other emergency pro-
cedures, including a police officer, fire-
fighter, or emergency medical technician) 
requests the information, subject to the con-
ditions that— 

‘‘(A) the treating physician, nurse, agent, 
public health or environmental official of a 

State or a political subdivision of a State, or 
first responder shall have a reasonable basis 
to suspect that— 

‘‘(i) a medical or public health or environ-
mental emergency exists; 

‘‘(ii) the information is necessary for, or 
will assist in, emergency or first-aid diag-
nosis or treatment; or 

‘‘(iii) 1 or more individuals being diagnosed 
or treated have likely been exposed to the 
chemical substance concerned, or a serious 
environmental release of or exposure to the 
chemical substance concerned has occurred; 

‘‘(B) if requested by the person submitting 
the information to the Administrator, the 
treating physician, nurse, agent, public 
health or environmental official of a State 
or a political subdivision of a State, or first 
responder shall, as described in paragraph 
(5)— 

‘‘(i) provide a written statement of need; 
and 

‘‘(ii) agree to sign a confidentiality agree-
ment; and 

‘‘(C) the written confidentiality agreement 
or statement of need shall be submitted as 
soon as practicable, but not necessarily be-
fore the information is disclosed; 

‘‘(7) may be disclosed if the Administrator 
determines that disclosure is relevant in a 
proceeding under this Act, subject to the 
condition that the disclosure shall be made 
in such a manner as to preserve confiden-
tiality to the maximum extent practicable 
without impairing the proceeding; 

‘‘(8) shall be disclosed if the information is 
to be disclosed, on written request of any 
duly authorized congressional committee, to 
that committee; or 

‘‘(9) shall be disclosed if the information is 
required to be disclosed or otherwise made 
public under any other provision of Federal 
law. 

‘‘(f) DURATION OF PROTECTION FROM DISCLO-
SURE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) INFORMATION NOT SUBJECT TO TIME 

LIMIT FOR PROTECTION FROM DISCLOSURE.— 
Subject to paragraph (2), the Administrator 
shall protect from disclosure information de-
scribed in subsection (b) that meets the re-
quirements of subsections (a) and (d), un-
less— 

‘‘(i) the person that asserted the claim no-
tifies the Administrator that the person is 
withdrawing the claim, in which case the Ad-
ministrator shall promptly make the infor-
mation available to the public; or 

‘‘(ii) the Administrator otherwise becomes 
aware that the information does not qualify 
or no longer qualifies for protection against 
disclosure under subsection (a), in which 
case the Administrator shall take any ac-
tions required under subsection (g)(2). 

‘‘(B) INFORMATION SUBJECT TO TIME LIMIT 
FOR PROTECTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—Subject 
to paragraph (2), the Administrator shall 
protect from disclosure information, other 
than information described in subsection (b), 
that meets the requirements of subsections 
(a) and (d) for a period of 10 years, unless, 
prior to the expiration of the period— 

‘‘(i) the person that asserted the claim no-
tifies the Administrator that the person is 
withdrawing the claim, in which case the Ad-
ministrator shall promptly make the infor-
mation available to the public; or 

‘‘(ii) the Administrator otherwise becomes 
aware that the information does not qualify 
or no longer qualifies for protection against 
disclosure under subsection (a), in which 
case the Administrator shall take any ac-
tions required under subsection (g)(2). 

‘‘(C) EXTENSIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

that is 60 days before the expiration of the 
period described in subparagraph (B), the Ad-
ministrator shall provide to the person that 
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asserted the claim a notice of the impending 
expiration of the period. 

‘‘(ii) STATEMENT.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

that is 30 days before the expiration of the 
period described in subparagraph (B), a per-
son reasserting the relevant claim shall sub-
mit to the Administrator a request for ex-
tension substantiating, in accordance with 
subsection (d)(2), the need to extend the pe-
riod. 

‘‘(II) ACTION BY ADMINISTRATOR.—Not later 
than the date of expiration of the period de-
scribed in subparagraph (B), the Adminis-
trator shall, in accordance with subsection 
(g)(1)(C)— 

‘‘(aa) review the request submitted under 
subclause (I); 

‘‘(bb) make a determination regarding 
whether the claim for which the request was 
submitted continues to meet the relevant 
criteria established under this section; and 

‘‘(cc)(AA) grant an extension of 10 years; or 
‘‘(BB) deny the request. 
‘‘(D) NO LIMIT ON NUMBER OF EXTENSIONS.— 

There shall be no limit on the number of ex-
tensions granted under subparagraph (C), if 
the Administrator determines that the rel-
evant request under subparagraph (C)(ii)(I)— 

‘‘(i) establishes the need to extend the pe-
riod; and 

‘‘(ii) meets the requirements established 
by the Administrator. 

‘‘(2) REVIEW AND RESUBSTANTIATION.— 
‘‘(A) DISCRETION OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The 

Administrator may review, at any time, a 
claim for protection of information against 
disclosure under subsection (a) and require 
any person that has claimed protection for 
that information, whether before, on, or 
after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, to withdraw or reassert and 
substantiate or resubstantiate the claim in 
accordance with this section— 

‘‘(i) after the chemical substance is identi-
fied as a high-priority substance under sec-
tion 4A; 

‘‘(ii) for any chemical substance for which 
the Administrator has made a determination 
under section 6(c)(1)(C); 

‘‘(iii) for any inactive chemical substance 
identified under section 8(b)(5); or 

‘‘(iv) in limited circumstances, if the Ad-
ministrator determines that disclosure of 
certain information currently protected 
from disclosure would assist the Adminis-
trator in conducting safety assessments and 
safety determinations under subsections (b) 
and (c) of section 6 or promulgating rules 
pursuant to section 6(d). 

‘‘(B) REVIEW REQUIRED.—The Adminis-
trator shall review a claim for protection of 
information against disclosure under sub-
section (a) and require any person that has 
claimed protection for that information, 
whether before, on, or after the date of en-
actment of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chem-
ical Safety for the 21st Century Act, to with-
draw or reassert and substantiate or re-
substantiate the claim in accordance with 
this section— 

‘‘(i) as necessary to determine whether the 
information qualifies for an exemption from 
disclosure in connection with a request for 
information received by the Administrator 
under section 552 of title 5, United States 
Code; 

‘‘(ii) if the Administrator has a reasonable 
basis to believe that the information does 
not qualify for protection against disclosure 
under subsection (a); or 

‘‘(iii) for any substance for which the Ad-
ministrator has made a determination under 
section 6(c)(1)(B). 

‘‘(C) ACTION BY RECIPIENT.—If the Adminis-
trator makes a request under subparagraph 
(A) or (B), the recipient of the request shall— 

‘‘(i) reassert and substantiate or resubstan-
tiate the claim; or 

‘‘(ii) withdraw the claim. 
‘‘(D) PERIOD OF PROTECTION.—Protection 

from disclosure of information subject to a 
claim that is reviewed and approved by the 
Administrator under this paragraph shall be 
extended for a period of 10 years from the 
date of approval, subject to any subsequent 
request by the Administrator under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(3) UNIQUE IDENTIFIER.—The Adminis-
trator shall— 

‘‘(A)(i) develop a system to assign a unique 
identifier to each specific chemical identity 
for which the Administrator approves a re-
quest for protection from disclosure, other 
than a specific chemical identity or struc-
turally descriptive generic term; and 

‘‘(ii) apply that identifier consistently to 
all information relevant to the applicable 
chemical substance; 

‘‘(B) annually publish and update a list of 
chemical substances, referred to by unique 
identifier, for which claims to protect the 
specific chemical identity from disclosure 
have been approved, including the expiration 
date for each such claim; 

‘‘(C) ensure that any nonconfidential infor-
mation received by the Administrator with 
respect to such a chemical substance during 
the period of protection from disclosure— 

‘‘(i) is made public; and 
‘‘(ii) identifies the chemical substance 

using the unique identifier; and 
‘‘(D) for each claim for protection of spe-

cific chemical identity that has been denied 
by the Administrator or expired, or that has 
been withdrawn by the submitter, provide 
public access to the specific chemical iden-
tity clearly linked to all nonconfidential in-
formation received by the Administrator 
with respect to the chemical substance. 

‘‘(g) DUTIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.— 
‘‘(1) DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subsection (b), the Administrator shall, sub-
ject to subparagraph (C), not later than 90 
days after the receipt of a claim under sub-
section (d), and not later than 30 days after 
the receipt of a request for extension of a 
claim under subsection (f), review and ap-
prove, modify, or deny the claim or request. 

‘‘(B) REASONS FOR DENIAL OR MODIFICA-
TION.—If the Administrator denies or modi-
fies a claim or request under subparagraph 
(A), the Administrator shall provide to the 
person that submitted the claim or request a 
written statement of the reasons for the de-
nial or modification of the claim or request. 

‘‘(C) SUBSETS.—The Administrator shall— 
‘‘(i) except for claims described in sub-

section (b)(8), review all claims or requests 
under this section for the protection against 
disclosure of the specific identity of a chem-
ical substance; and 

‘‘(ii) review a representative subset, com-
prising at least 25 percent, of all other 
claims or requests for protection against dis-
closure. 

‘‘(D) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO ACT.—The fail-
ure of the Administrator to make a decision 
regarding a claim or request for protection 
against disclosure or extension under this 
section shall not be the basis for denial or 
elimination of a claim or request for protec-
tion against disclosure. 

‘‘(2) NOTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B) and subsections (c), (e), and 
(f), if the Administrator denies or modifies a 
claim or request under paragraph (1), intends 
to release information pursuant to sub-
section (e), or promulgates a rule under sec-
tion 6(d) establishing a ban or phase-out of a 
chemical substance, the Administrator shall 
notify, in writing and by certified mail, the 
person that submitted the claim of the in-

tent of the Administrator to release the in-
formation. 

‘‘(B) RELEASE OF INFORMATION.—Except as 
provided in subparagraph (C), the Adminis-
trator shall not release information under 
this subsection until the date that is 30 days 
after the date on which the person that sub-
mitted the request receives notification 
under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For information under 

paragraph (3) or (8) of subsection (e), the Ad-
ministrator shall not release that informa-
tion until the date that is 15 days after the 
date on which the person that submitted the 
claim or request receives a notification, un-
less the Administrator determines that re-
lease of the information is necessary to pro-
tect against an imminent and substantial 
harm to health or the environment, in which 
case no prior notification shall be necessary. 

‘‘(ii) NOTIFICATION AS SOON AS PRAC-
TICABLE.—For information under paragraphs 
(4) and (6) of subsection (e), the Adminis-
trator shall notify the person that submitted 
the information that the information has 
been disclosed as soon as practicable after 
disclosure of the information. 

‘‘(iii) NO NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—Notifica-
tion shall not be required— 

‘‘(I) for the disclosure of information under 
paragraph (1), (2), (7), or (9) of subsection (e); 
or 

‘‘(II) for the disclosure of information for 
which— 

‘‘(aa) a notice under subsection (f)(1)(C)(i) 
was received; and 

‘‘(bb) no request was received by the Ad-
ministrator on or before the date of expira-
tion of the period for which protection from 
disclosure applies. 

‘‘(3) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to notifica-

tions provided by the Administrator under 
paragraph (2) with respect to information 
pertaining to a chemical substance subject 
to a rule as described in subsection (c)(3), 
there shall be a rebuttable presumption that 
the public interest in disclosing confidential 
information related to a chemical substance 
subject to a rule promulgated under section 
6(d) that establishes a ban or phase-out of 
the manufacture, processing, or distribution 
in commerce of the substance outweighs the 
proprietary interest in maintaining the pro-
tection from disclosure of that information. 

‘‘(B) REQUEST FOR NONDISCLOSURE.—A per-
son that receives a notification under para-
graph (2) with respect to the information de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) may submit to 
the Administrator, before the date on which 
the information is to be released pursuant to 
paragraph (2)(B), a request with supporting 
documentation describing why the person be-
lieves some or all of that information should 
not be disclosed. 

‘‘(C) DETERMINATION BY ADMINISTRATOR.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the Administrator receives a request 
under subparagraph (B), the Administrator 
shall determine whether the documentation 
provided by the person making the request 
rebuts or does not rebut the presumption de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), for all or a por-
tion of the information that the person has 
requested not be disclosed. 

‘‘(ii) OBJECTIVE.—The Administrator shall 
make the determination with the objective 
of ensuring that information relevant to pro-
tection of health and the environment is dis-
closed to the maximum extent practicable. 

‘‘(D) TIMING.—Not later than 30 days after 
making the determination described in sub-
paragraph (C), the Administrator shall make 
public the information the Administrator 
has determined is not to be protected from 
disclosure. 
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‘‘(E) NO TIMELY REQUEST RECEIVED.—If the 

Administrator does not receive, before the 
date on which the information described in 
subparagraph (A) is to be released pursuant 
to paragraph (2)(B), a request pursuant to 
subparagraph (B), the Administrator shall 
promptly make public all of the information. 

‘‘(4) APPEALS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If a person receives a 

notification under paragraph (2) and believes 
disclosure of the information is prohibited 
under subsection (a), before the date on 
which the information is to be released pur-
suant to paragraph (2)(B), the person may 
bring an action to restrain disclosure of the 
information in— 

‘‘(i) the United States district court of the 
district in which the complainant resides or 
has the principal place of business; or 

‘‘(ii) the United States District Court for 
the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(B) NO DISCLOSURE.—The Administrator 
shall not disclose any information that is 
the subject of an appeal under this section 
before the date on which the applicable court 
rules on an action under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(5) REQUEST AND NOTIFICATION SYSTEM.— 
The Administrator, in consultation with the 
Director of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, shall develop a request and 
notification system that allows for expedient 
and swift access to information disclosed 
pursuant to paragraphs (5) and (6) of sub-
section (e) in a format and language that is 
readily accessible and understandable. 

‘‘(h) CRIMINAL PENALTY FOR WRONGFUL DIS-
CLOSURE.— 

‘‘(1) OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF UNITED 
STATES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph 
(2), a current or former officer or employee 
of the United States described in subpara-
graph (B) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and fined under title 18, United States Code, 
or imprisoned for not more than 1 year, or 
both. 

‘‘(B) DESCRIPTION.—A current or former of-
ficer or employee of the United States re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) is a current or 
former officer or employee of the United 
States who— 

‘‘(i) by virtue of that employment or offi-
cial position has obtained possession of, or 
has access to, material the disclosure of 
which is prohibited by subsection (a); and 

‘‘(ii) knowing that disclosure of that mate-
rial is prohibited by subsection (a), willfully 
discloses the material in any manner to any 
person not entitled to receive that material. 

‘‘(2) OTHER LAWS.—Section 1905 of title 18, 
United States Code, shall not apply with re-
spect to the publishing, divulging, disclo-
sure, making known of, or making available, 
information reported or otherwise obtained 
under this Act. 

‘‘(3) CONTRACTORS.—For purposes of this 
subsection, any contractor of the United 
States that is provided information in ac-
cordance with subsection (e)(2), including 
any employee of that contractor, shall be 
considered to be an employee of the United 
States. 

‘‘(i) APPLICABILITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this section, section 8, or any other 
applicable Federal law, the Administrator 
shall have no authority— 

‘‘(A) to require the substantiation or re-
substantiation of a claim for the protection 
from disclosure of information reported to or 
otherwise obtained by the Administrator 
under this Act before the date of enactment 
of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act; or 

‘‘(B) to impose substantiation or re-
substantiation requirements under this Act 
that are more extensive than those required 
under this section. 

‘‘(2) ACTIONS PRIOR TO PROMULGATION OF 
RULES.—Nothing in this Act prevents the Ad-
ministrator from reviewing, requiring sub-
stantiation or resubstantiation for, or ap-
proving, modifying or denying any claim for 
the protection from disclosure of informa-
tion before the effective date of such rules 
applicable to those claims as the Adminis-
trator may promulgate after the date of en-
actment of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chem-
ical Safety for the 21st Century Act.’’. 
SEC. 15. PROHIBITED ACTS. 

Section 15 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2614) is amended by striking 
paragraph (1) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) fail or refuse to comply with— 
‘‘(A) any rule promulgated, consent agree-

ment entered into, or order issued under sec-
tion 4; 

‘‘(B) any requirement under section 5 or 6; 
‘‘(C) any rule promulgated, consent agree-

ment entered into, or order issued under sec-
tion 5 or 6; or 

‘‘(D) any requirement of, or any rule pro-
mulgated or order issued pursuant to title 
II;’’. 
SEC. 16. PENALTIES. 

Section 16 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2615) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(A) in the first sentence, by striking 

‘‘$25,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$37,500’’; and 
(B) in the second sentence, by striking‘‘ 

violation of section 15 or 409’’ and inserting 
‘‘violation of this Act’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Any person who’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any person that’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘$25,000’’ and inserting 

‘‘$50,000’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) IMMINENT DANGER OF DEATH OR SERIOUS 

BODILY INJURY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any person that know-

ingly or willfully violates any provision of 
section 15 or 409, and that knows at the time 
of the violation that the violation places an 
individual in imminent danger of death or 
serious bodily injury, shall be subject on 
conviction to a fine of not more than 
$250,000, or imprisonment for not more than 
15 years, or both. 

‘‘(B) ORGANIZATIONS.—An organization that 
commits a violation described in subpara-
graph (A) shall be subject on conviction to a 
fine of not more than $1,000,000 for each vio-
lation. 

‘‘(C) INCORPORATION OF CORRESPONDING PRO-
VISIONS.—Subparagraphs (B) through (F) of 
section 113(c)(5) of the Clean Air Act (42 
U.S.C. 7413(c)(5)) shall apply to the prosecu-
tion of a violation under this paragraph.’’. 
SEC. 17. STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONSHIP. 

Section 18 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2617) is amended by striking 
subsections (a) and (b) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OR ENFORCEMENT.—Ex-

cept as provided in subsections (c), (d), (e), 
(f), and (g), and subject to paragraph (2), no 
State or political subdivision of a State may 
establish or continue to enforce any of the 
following: 

‘‘(A) TESTING.—A statute or administrative 
action to require the development of infor-
mation on a chemical substance or category 
of substances that is reasonably likely to 
produce the same information required under 
section 4, 5, or 6 in— 

‘‘(i) a rule promulgated by the Adminis-
trator; 

‘‘(ii) a testing consent agreement entered 
into by the Administrator; or 

‘‘(iii) an order issued by the Administrator. 
‘‘(B) CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES FOUND TO MEET 

THE SAFETY STANDARD OR RESTRICTED.—A 

statute or administrative action to prohibit 
or otherwise restrict the manufacture, proc-
essing, or distribution in commerce or use of 
a chemical substance— 

‘‘(i) found to meet the safety standard and 
consistent with the scope of the determina-
tion made under section 6; or 

‘‘(ii) found not to meet the safety standard, 
after the effective date of the rule issued 
under section 6(d) for the substance, con-
sistent with the scope of the determination 
made by the Administrator. 

‘‘(C) SIGNIFICANT NEW USE.—A statute or 
administrative action requiring the notifica-
tion of a use of a chemical substance that 
the Administrator has specified as a signifi-
cant new use and for which the Adminis-
trator has required notification pursuant to 
a rule promulgated under section 5. 

‘‘(2) EFFECTIVE DATE OF PREEMPTION.— 
Under this subsection, Federal preemption of 
statutes and administrative actions applica-
ble to specific substances shall not occur 
until the effective date of the applicable ac-
tion described in paragraph (1) taken by the 
Administrator. 

‘‘(b) NEW STATUTES OR ADMINISTRATIVE AC-
TIONS CREATING PROHIBITIONS OR OTHER RE-
STRICTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsections (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g), beginning 
on the date on which the Administrator de-
fines and publishes the scope of a safety as-
sessment and safety determination under 
section 6(a)(2) and ending on the date on 
which the deadline established pursuant to 
section 6(a) for completion of the safety de-
termination expires, or on the date on which 
the Administrator publishes the safety de-
termination under section 6(a), whichever is 
earlier, no State or political subdivision of a 
State may establish a statute or administra-
tive action prohibiting or restricting the 
manufacture, processing, distribution in 
commerce or use of a chemical substance 
that is a high-priority substance designated 
under section 4A. 

‘‘(2) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—This subsection does not 

restrict the authority of a State or political 
subdivision of a State to continue to enforce 
any statute enacted, or administrative ac-
tion taken, prior to the date on which the 
Administrator defines and publishes the 
scope of a safety assessment and safety de-
termination under section 6(a)(2). 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—Subparagraph (A) does 
not allow a State or political subdivision of 
a State to enforce any new prohibition or re-
striction under a statute or administrative 
action described in that subparagraph, if the 
prohibition or restriction is established after 
the date described in that subparagraph. 

‘‘(c) SCOPE OF PREEMPTION.—Federal pre-
emption under subsections (a) and (b) of stat-
utes and administrative actions applicable 
to specific substances shall apply only to— 

‘‘(1) the chemical substances or category of 
substances subject to a rule, order, or con-
sent agreement under section 4; 

‘‘(2) the hazards, exposures, risks, and uses 
or conditions of use of such substances that 
are identified by the Administrator as sub-
ject to review in a safety assessment and in-
cluded in the scope of the safety determina-
tion made by the Administrator for the sub-
stance, or of any rule the Administrator pro-
mulgates pursuant to section 6(d); or 

‘‘(3) the uses of such substances that the 
Administrator has specified as significant 
new uses and for which the Administrator 
has required notification pursuant to a rule 
promulgated under section 5. 

‘‘(d) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) NO PREEMPTION OF STATUTES AND AD-

MINISTRATIVE ACTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act, nor 

any amendment made by this Act, nor any 
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rule, standard of performance, safety deter-
mination, or scientific assessment imple-
mented pursuant to this Act, shall affect the 
right of a State or a political subdivision of 
a State to adopt or enforce any rule, stand-
ard of performance, safety determination, 
scientific assessment, or any protection for 
public health or the environment that— 

‘‘(i) is adopted or authorized under the au-
thority of any other Federal law or adopted 
to satisfy or obtain authorization or ap-
proval under any other Federal law; 

‘‘(ii) implements a reporting, monitoring, 
disclosure, or other information obligation 
for the chemical substance not otherwise re-
quired by the Administrator under this Act 
or required under any other Federal law; 

‘‘(iii) is adopted pursuant to authority 
under a law of the State or political subdivi-
sion of the State related to water quality, 
air quality, or waste treatment or disposal, 
except to the extent that the action— 

‘‘(I) imposes a restriction on the manufac-
ture, processing, distribution in commerce, 
or use of a chemical substance; and 

‘‘(II)(aa) addresses the same hazards and 
exposures, with respect to the same condi-
tions of use as are included in the scope of 
the safety determination pursuant to section 
6, but is inconsistent with the action of the 
Administrator; or 

‘‘(bb) would cause a violation of the appli-
cable action by the Administrator under sec-
tion 5 or 6; or 

‘‘(iv) subject to subparagraph (B), is iden-
tical to a requirement prescribed by the Ad-
ministrator. 

‘‘(B) IDENTICAL REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The penalties and other 

sanctions applicable under a law of a State 
or political subdivision of a State in the 
event of noncompliance with the identical 
requirement shall be no more stringent than 
the penalties and other sanctions available 
to the Administrator under section 16 of this 
Act. 

‘‘(ii) PENALTIES.—In the case of an iden-
tical requirement— 

‘‘(I) a State or political subdivision of a 
State may not assess a penalty for a specific 
violation for which the Administrator has 
assessed an adequate penalty under section 
16; and 

‘‘(II) if a State or political subdivision of a 
State has assessed a penalty for a specific 
violation, the Administrator may not assess 
a penalty for that violation in an amount 
that would cause the total of the penalties 
assessed for the violation by the State or po-
litical subdivision of a State and the Admin-
istrator combined to exceed the maximum 
amount that may be assessed for that viola-
tion by the Administrator under section 16. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN RULES OR 
ORDERS.—Notwithstanding subsection (e)— 

‘‘(A) nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as modifying the effect under this sec-
tion, as in effect on the day before the effec-
tive date of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chem-
ical Safety for the 21st Century Act, of any 
rule or order promulgated or issued under 
this Act prior to that effective date; and 

‘‘(B) with respect to a chemical substance 
or mixture for which any rule or order was 
promulgated or issued under section 6 prior 
to the effective date of the Frank R. Lauten-
berg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century 
Act with regards to manufacturing, proc-
essing, distribution in commerce, use, or dis-
posal of a chemical substance, this section 
(as in effect on the day before the effective 
date of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical 
Safety for the 21st Century Act) shall govern 
the preemptive effect of any rule or order 
that is promulgated or issued respecting 
such chemical substance or mixture under 
section 6 of this Act after that effective date, 
unless the latter rule or order is with respect 

to a chemical substance or mixture con-
taining a chemical substance and follows a 
designation of that chemical substance as a 
high-priority substance under subsection (b) 
or (c) of section 4A or as an additional pri-
ority for safety assessment and safety deter-
mination under section 4A(c). 

‘‘(e) PRESERVATION OF CERTAIN LAWS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act, sub-

ject to subsection (g) of this section, shall— 
‘‘(A) be construed to preempt or otherwise 

affect the authority of a State or political 
subdivision of a State to continue to enforce 
any action taken before August 1, 2015, under 
the authority of a law of the State or polit-
ical subdivision of the State that prohibits 
or otherwise restricts manufacturing, proc-
essing, distribution in commerce, use, or dis-
posal of a chemical substance; or 

‘‘(B) be construed to preempt or otherwise 
affect any action taken pursuant to a State 
law that was in effect on August 31, 2003. 

‘‘(2) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—This sub-
section does not affect, modify, or alter the 
relationship between Federal law and laws of 
a State or political subdivision of a State 
pursuant to any other Federal law. 

‘‘(f) WAIVERS.— 
‘‘(1) DISCRETIONARY EXEMPTIONS.—Upon ap-

plication of a State or political subdivision 
of a State, the Administrator may by rule, 
exempt from subsection (a), under such con-
ditions as may be prescribed in the rule, a 
statute or administrative action of that 
State or political subdivision of the State 
that relates to the effects of, or exposure to, 
a chemical substance under the conditions of 
use if the Administrator determines that— 

‘‘(A) compelling conditions warrant grant-
ing the waiver to protect health or the envi-
ronment; 

‘‘(B) compliance with the proposed require-
ment of the State or political subdivision of 
the State would not unduly burden inter-
state commerce in the manufacture, proc-
essing, distribution in commerce, or use of a 
chemical substance; 

‘‘(C) compliance with the proposed require-
ment of the State or political subdivision of 
the State would not cause a violation of any 
applicable Federal law, rule, or order; and 

‘‘(D) in the judgment of the Administrator, 
the proposed requirement of the State or po-
litical subdivision of the State is designed to 
address a risk of a chemical substance, under 
the conditions of use, that was identified— 

‘‘(i) consistent with the best available 
science; 

‘‘(ii) using supporting studies conducted in 
accordance with sound and objective sci-
entific practices; and 

‘‘(iii) based on the weight of the scientific 
evidence. 

‘‘(2) REQUIRED EXEMPTIONS.—Upon applica-
tion of a State or political subdivision of a 
State, the Administrator shall exempt from 
subsection (b) a statute or administrative ac-
tion of a State or political subdivision of a 
State that relates to the effects of exposure 
to a chemical substance under the conditions 
of use if the Administrator determines 
that— 

‘‘(A) compliance with the proposed require-
ment of the State or political subdivision of 
the State would not unduly burden inter-
state commerce in the manufacture, proc-
essing, distribution in commerce, or use of a 
chemical substance; 

‘‘(B) compliance with the proposed require-
ment of the State or political subdivision of 
the State would not cause a violation of any 
applicable Federal law, rule, or order; and 

‘‘(C) the State or political subdivision of 
the State has a concern about the chemical 
substance or use of the chemical substance 
based in peer-reviewed science. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION OF A WAIVER RE-
QUEST.—The duty of the Administrator to 

grant or deny a waiver application shall be 
nondelegable and shall be exercised— 

‘‘(A) not later than 180 days after the date 
on which an application under paragraph (1) 
is submitted; and 

‘‘(B) not later than 110 days after the date 
on which an application under paragraph (2) 
is submitted. 

‘‘(4) FAILURE TO MAKE DETERMINATION.—If 
the Administrator fails to make a deter-
mination under paragraph (3)(B) during the 
110-day period beginning on the date on 
which an application under paragraph (2) is 
submitted, the statute or administrative ac-
tion of the State or political subdivision of 
the State that was the subject of the applica-
tion shall not be considered to be an existing 
statute or administrative action for purposes 
of subsection (b) by reason of the failure of 
the Administrator to make a determination. 

‘‘(5) NOTICE AND COMMENT.—Except in the 
case of an application approved under para-
graph (9), the application of a State or polit-
ical subdivision of a State shall be subject to 
public notice and comment. 

‘‘(6) FINAL AGENCY ACTION.—The decision of 
the Administrator on the application of a 
State or political subdivision of a State shall 
be— 

‘‘(A) considered to be a final agency action; 
and 

‘‘(B) subject to judicial review. 
‘‘(7) DURATION OF WAIVERS.—A waiver 

granted under paragraph (2) or approved 
under paragraph (9) shall remain in effect 
until such time as the Administrator pub-
lishes the safety determination under sec-
tion 6(a)(4). 

‘‘(8) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF WAIVERS.—Not 
later than 60 days after the date on which 
the Administrator makes a determination on 
an application of a State or political subdivi-
sion of a State under paragraph (1) or (2), 
any person may file a petition for judicial re-
view in the United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit, which 
shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the de-
termination. 

‘‘(9) APPROVAL.— 
‘‘(A) AUTOMATIC APPROVAL.—If the Admin-

istrator fails to meet the deadline estab-
lished under paragraph (3)(B), the applica-
tion of a State or political subdivision of a 
State under paragraph (2) shall be automati-
cally approved, effective on the date that is 
10 days after the deadline. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—Notwithstanding 
paragraph (6), approval of a waiver applica-
tion under subparagraph (A) for failure to 
meet the deadline under paragraph (3)(B) 
shall not be considered final agency action 
or be subject to judicial review or public no-
tice and comment. 

‘‘(g) SAVINGS.— 
‘‘(1) NO PREEMPTION OF COMMON LAW OR 

STATUTORY CAUSES OF ACTION FOR CIVIL RE-
LIEF OR CRIMINAL CONDUCT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act, nor 
any amendment made by this Act, nor any 
safety standard, rule, requirement, standard 
of performance, safety determination, or sci-
entific assessment implemented pursuant to 
this Act, shall be construed to preempt, dis-
place, or supplant any state or Federal com-
mon law rights or any state or Federal stat-
ute creating a remedy for civil relief, includ-
ing those for civil damage, or a penalty for a 
criminal conduct. 

‘‘(B) CLARIFICATION OF NO PREEMPTION.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act, nothing in this Act, nor any amend-
ments made by this Act, shall preempt or 
preclude any cause of action for personal in-
jury, wrongful death, property damage, or 
other injury based on negligence, strict li-
ability, products liability, failure to warn, or 
any other legal theory of liability under any 
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State law, maritime law, or Federal common 
law or statutory theory. 

‘‘(2) NO EFFECT ON PRIVATE REMEDIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act, nor 

any amendments made by this Act, nor any 
rules, regulations, requirements, safety as-
sessments, safety determinations, scientific 
assessments, or orders issued pursuant to 
this Act shall be interpreted as, in either the 
plaintiff’s or defendant’s favor, dispositive in 
any civil action. 

‘‘(B) AUTHORITY OF COURTS.—This Act does 
not affect the authority of any court to 
make a determination in an adjudicatory 
proceeding under applicable State or Federal 
law with respect to the admission into evi-
dence or any other use of this Act or rules, 
regulations, requirements, standards of per-
formance, safety assessments, scientific as-
sessments, or orders issued pursuant to this 
Act.’’. 
SEC. 18. JUDICIAL REVIEW. 

Section 19 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2618) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the first sentence— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘Not’’ and inserting ‘‘Ex-

cept as otherwise provided in this title, not’’; 
(bb) by striking ‘‘section 4(a), 5(a)(2), 

5(b)(4), 6(a), 6(e), or 8, or under title II or IV’’ 
and inserting ‘‘this title or title II or IV, or 
an order under section 6(c)(1)(A)’’; and 

(cc) by striking ‘‘judicial review of such 
rule’’ and inserting ‘‘judicial review of such 
rule or order’’; and 

(II) in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘such a rule’’ and inserting ‘‘such a rule or 
order’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘Courts’’ and inserting ‘‘Ex-

cept as otherwise provided in this title, 
courts’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘an order issued under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of section 6(b)(1)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘an order issued under this title’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), in the second sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘the filing of the rule-
making record of proceedings on which the 
Administrator based the rule being re-
viewed’’ and inserting ‘‘the filing of the 
record of proceedings on which the Adminis-
trator based the rule or order being re-
viewed’’; and 

(C) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(3) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF LOW-PRIORITY DECI-
SIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the publication of a designation under 
section 4A(b)(4), or a designation under sec-
tion 4A(b)(8) of a chemical substance as a 
low-priority substance, any person may com-
mence a civil action to challenge the des-
ignation. 

‘‘(B) JURISDICTION.—The United States 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit shall have exclusive jurisdiction over 
a civil action filed under this paragraph.’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (c)(1)(B)— 
(A) in clause (i)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘section 4(a), 5(b)(4), 6(a), or 

6(e)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 4(a), 6(d), or 6(g), 
or an order under section 6(c)(1)(A)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘evidence in the rule-
making record (as defined in subsection 
(a)(3)) taken as a whole;’’ and inserting ‘‘evi-
dence (including any matter) in the rule-
making record, taken as a whole; and’’; and 

(B) by striking clauses (ii) and (iii) and the 
matter following clause (iii) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(ii) the court may not review the contents 
and adequacy of any statement of basis and 
purpose required by section 553(c) of title 5, 

United States Code, to be incorporated in the 
rule, except as part of the rulemaking 
record, taken as a whole.’’. 

SEC. 19. CITIZENS’ CIVIL ACTIONS. 

Section 20 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2619) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘or 
order issued under section 5’’ and inserting 
‘‘or order issued under section 4 or 5’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘, except that no 
prior notification shall be required in the 
case of a civil action brought to compel a de-
cision by the Administrator pursuant to sec-
tion 18(f)(3)(B); or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) in the case of a civil action brought to 

compel a decision by the Administrator pur-
suant to section 18(f)(3)(B), after the date 
that is 60 days after the deadline specified in 
section 18(f)(3)(B).’’. 

SEC. 20. CITIZENS’ PETITIONS. 

Section 21 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2620) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘an order 
under section 5(e) or 6(b)(2)’’ and inserting 
‘‘an order under section 4 or 5(d)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘an order 

under section 5(e), 6(b)(1)(A), or 6(b)(1)(B)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘an order under section 4 or 
5(d)’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking subpara-
graph (B) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(B) DE NOVO PROCEEDING.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In an action under sub-

paragraph (A) to initiate a proceeding to 
issue a rule pursuant to section 4, 5, 6, or 8 
or issue an order under section 4 or 5(d), the 
petitioner shall be provided an opportunity 
to have the petition considered by the court 
in a de novo proceeding. 

‘‘(ii) DEMONSTRATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The court in a de novo 

proceeding under this subparagraph shall 
order the Administrator to initiate the ac-
tion requested by the petitioner if the peti-
tioner demonstrates to the satisfaction of 
the court by a preponderance of the evidence 
that— 

‘‘(aa) in the case of a petition to initiate a 
proceeding for the issuance of a rule or order 
under section 4, the information is needed 
for a purpose identified in section 4(a); 

‘‘(bb) in the case of a petition to issue an 
order under section 5(d), the chemical sub-
stance is not likely to meet the safety stand-
ard; 

‘‘(cc) in the case of a petition to initiate a 
proceeding for the issuance of a rule under 
section 6(d), the chemical substance does not 
meet the safety standard; or 

‘‘(dd) in the case of a petition to initiate a 
proceeding for the issuance of a rule under 
section 8, there is a reasonable basis to con-
clude that the rule is necessary to protect 
health or the environment or ensure that the 
chemical substance meets the safety stand-
ard. 

‘‘(II) DEFERMENT.—The court in a de novo 
proceeding under this subparagraph may per-
mit the Administrator to defer initiating the 
action requested by the petitioner until such 
time as the court prescribes, if the court 
finds that— 

‘‘(aa) the extent of the risk to health or the 
environment alleged by the petitioner is less 
than the extent of risks to health or the en-
vironment with respect to which the Admin-
istrator is taking action under this Act; and 

‘‘(bb) there are insufficient resources avail-
able to the Administrator to take the action 
requested by the petitioner.’’. 

SEC. 21. EMPLOYMENT EFFECTS. 
Section 24(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the Toxic Sub-

stances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 
2623(b)(2)(B)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 6(c)(3),’’ and inserting ‘‘the applicable 
requirements of this Act;’’. 
SEC. 22. STUDIES. 

Section 25 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2624) is repealed. 
SEC. 23. ADMINISTRATION. 

Section 26 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2625) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) FEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

establish, not later than 1 year after the date 
of enactment of the Frank R. Lautenberg 
Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, by 
rule— 

‘‘(A) the payment of 1 or more reasonable 
fees as a condition of submitting a notice or 
requesting an exemption under section 5; and 

‘‘(B) the payment of 1 or more reasonable 
fees by a manufacturer or processor that— 

‘‘(i) is required to submit a notice pursuant 
to the rule promulgated under section 
8(b)(4)(A)(i) identifying a chemical substance 
as active; 

‘‘(ii) is required to submit a notice pursu-
ant to section 8(b)(5)(B)(i) changing the sta-
tus of a chemical substance from inactive to 
active; 

‘‘(iii) is required to report information pur-
suant to the rules promulgated under para-
graph (1) or (4) of section 8(a); or 

‘‘(iv) manufactures or processes a chemical 
substance subject to a safety assessment and 
safety determination pursuant to section 6. 

‘‘(2) UTILIZATION AND COLLECTION OF FEES.— 
The Administrator shall— 

‘‘(A) utilize the fees collected under para-
graph (1) only to defray costs associated with 
the actions of the Administrator— 

‘‘(i) to collect, process, review, provide ac-
cess to, and protect from disclosure (where 
appropriate) information on chemical sub-
stances under this Act; 

‘‘(ii) to review notices and make deter-
minations for chemical substances under 
paragraphs (1) and (3) of section 5(d) and im-
pose any necessary restrictions under sec-
tion 5(d)(4); 

‘‘(iii) to make prioritization decisions 
under section 4A; 

‘‘(iv) to conduct and complete safety as-
sessments and determinations under section 
6; and 

‘‘(v) to conduct any necessary rulemaking 
pursuant to section 6(d); 

‘‘(B) insofar as possible, collect the fees de-
scribed in paragraph (1) in advance of con-
ducting any fee-supported activity; 

‘‘(C) deposit the fees in the Fund estab-
lished by paragraph (4)(A); and 

‘‘(D) insofar as possible, not collect excess 
fees or retain a significant amount of unused 
fees. 

‘‘(3) AMOUNT AND ADJUSTMENT OF FEES; RE-
FUNDS.—In setting fees under this section, 
the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(A) prescribe lower fees for small business 
concerns, after consultation with the Admin-
istrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion; 

‘‘(B) set the fees established under para-
graph (1) at levels such that the fees will, in 
aggregate, provide a sustainable source of 
funds to annually defray— 

‘‘(i) the lower of— 
‘‘(I) 25 percent of the costs of conducting 

the activities identified in paragraph (2)(A), 
other than the costs to conduct and com-
plete safety assessments and determinations 
under section 6 for chemical substances iden-
tified pursuant to section 4A(c); or 

‘‘(II) $25,000,000 (subject to adjustment pur-
suant to subparagraph (F)); and 
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‘‘(ii) the full costs and the 50-percent por-

tion of the costs of safety assessments and 
safety determinations specified in subpara-
graph (D); 

‘‘(C) reflect an appropriate balance in the 
assessment of fees between manufacturers 
and processors, and allow the payment of 
fees by consortia of manufacturers or proc-
essors; 

‘‘(D) notwithstanding subparagraph (B) and 
paragraph (4)(D)— 

‘‘(i) for substances designated pursuant to 
section 4A(c)(1), establish the fee at a level 
sufficient to defray the full annual costs to 
the Administrator of conducting the safety 
assessment and safety determination under 
section 6; and 

‘‘(ii) for substances designated pursuant to 
section 4A(c)(3), establish the fee at a level 
sufficient to defray 50 percent of the annual 
costs to the Administrator of conducting the 
safety assessment and safety determination 
under section 6; 

‘‘(E) prior to the establishment or amend-
ment of any fees under paragraph (1), consult 
and meet with parties potentially subject to 
the fees or their representatives, subject to 
the condition that no obligation under the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. 
App.) or subchapter III of chapter 5 of title 5, 
United States Code, is applicable with re-
spect to such meetings; 

‘‘(F) beginning with the fiscal year that is 
3 years after the date of enactment of the 
Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for 
the 21st Century Act, and every 3 years 
thereafter, after consultation with parties 
potentially subject to the fees and their rep-
resentatives pursuant to subparagraph (E), 
increase or decrease the fees established 
under paragraph (1) as necessary to adjust 
for inflation and to ensure, based on the 
audit analysis required under paragraph 
(5)(B), that funds deposited in the Fund are 
sufficient to defray— 

‘‘(i) approximately but not more than 25 
percent of the annual costs to conduct the 
activities identified in paragraph (2)(A), 
other than the costs to conduct and com-
plete safety assessments and determinations 
under section 6 for chemical substances iden-
tified pursuant to section 4A(c); and 

‘‘(ii) the full annual costs and the 50-per-
cent portion of the annual costs of safety as-
sessments and safety determinations speci-
fied in subparagraph (D); 

‘‘(G) adjust fees established under para-
graph (1) as necessary to vary on account of 
differing circumstances, including reduced 
fees or waivers in appropriate circumstances, 
to reduce the burden on manufacturing or 
processing, remove barriers to innovation, or 
where the costs to the Administrator of col-
lecting the fees exceed the fee revenue an-
ticipated to be collected; and 

‘‘(H) if a notice submitted under section 5 
is refused or subsequently withdrawn, refund 
the fee or a portion of the fee if no substan-
tial work was performed on the notice. 

‘‘(4) TSCA IMPLEMENTATION FUND.— 
‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

in the Treasury of the United States a fund, 
to be known as the ‘TSCA Implementation 
Fund’ (referred to in this subsection as the 
‘Fund’), consisting of— 

‘‘(i) such amounts as are deposited in the 
Fund under paragraph (2)(C); and 

‘‘(ii) any interest earned on the investment 
of amounts in the Fund; and 

‘‘(iii) any proceeds from the sale or re-
demption of investments held in the Fund. 

‘‘(B) CREDITING AND AVAILABILITY OF 
FEES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Fees authorized under 
this section shall be collected and available 
for obligation only to the extent and in the 
amount provided in advance in appropria-

tions Acts, and shall be available without 
fiscal year limitation. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—Fees collected under 
this section shall not— 

‘‘(I) be made available or obligated for any 
purpose other than to defray the costs of 
conducting the activities identified in para-
graph (2)(A); 

‘‘(II) otherwise be available for any purpose 
other than implementation of this Act; and 

‘‘(III) so long as amounts in the Fund re-
main available, be subject to restrictions on 
expenditures applicable to the Federal gov-
ernment as a whole. 

‘‘(C) UNUSED FUNDS.—Amounts in the Fund 
not currently needed to carry out this sub-
section shall be— 

‘‘(i) maintained readily available or on de-
posit; 

‘‘(ii) invested in obligations of the United 
States or guaranteed by the United States; 
or 

‘‘(iii) invested in obligations, participa-
tions, or other instruments that are lawful 
investments for fiduciary, trust, or public 
funds. 

‘‘(D) MINIMUM AMOUNT OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—Fees may not be assessed for a fiscal 
year under this section unless the amount of 
appropriations for the Chemical Risk Review 
and Reduction program project of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency for the fiscal 
year (excluding the amount of any fees ap-
propriated for the fiscal year) are equal to or 
greater than the amount of appropriations 
for that program project for fiscal year 2014. 

‘‘(5) AUDITING.— 
‘‘(A) FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF AGENCIES.— 

For the purpose of section 3515(c) of title 31, 
United States Code, the Fund shall be con-
sidered a component of an executive agency. 

‘‘(B) COMPONENTS.—The annual audit re-
quired under sections 3515(b) and 3521 of that 
title of the financial statements of activities 
under this subsection shall include an anal-
ysis of— 

‘‘(i) the fees collected under paragraph (1) 
and disbursed; 

‘‘(ii) compliance with the deadlines estab-
lished in section 6 of this Act; 

‘‘(iii) the amounts budgeted, appropriated, 
collected from fees, and disbursed to meet 
the requirements of sections 4, 4A, 5, 6, 8, and 
14, including the allocation of full time 
equivalent employees to each such section or 
activity; and 

‘‘(iv) the reasonableness of the allocation 
of the overhead associated with the conduct 
of the activities described in paragraph 
(2)(A). 

‘‘(C) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—The Inspector 
General of the Environmental Protection 
Agency shall— 

‘‘(i) conduct the annual audit required 
under this subsection; and 

‘‘(ii) report the findings and recommenda-
tions of the audit to the Administrator and 
to the appropriate committees of Congress. 

‘‘(6) TERMINATION.—The authority provided 
by this section shall terminate at the con-
clusion of the fiscal year that is 10 years 
after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, unless otherwise reauthorized 
or modified by Congress.’’; 

(2) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘Health, 
Education, and Welfare’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘Health and Human 
Services’’; and 

(3) adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(h) PRIOR ACTIONS.—Nothing in this Act 
eliminates, modifies, or withdraws any rule 
promulgated, order issued, or exemption es-
tablished pursuant to this Act before the 
date of enactment of the Frank R. Lauten-
berg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century 
Act.’’. 

SEC. 24. DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF 
TEST METHODS AND SUSTAINABLE 
CHEMISTRY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 27 of the Toxic 
Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2626) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), in the first sentence 
by striking ‘‘Health, Education, and Wel-
fare’’ and inserting ‘‘Health and Human 
Services’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) NATIONAL COORDINATING ENTITY FOR 

SUSTAINABLE CHEMISTRY.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of enactment of the 
Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for 
the 21st Century Act, the Director of the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy shall 
convene an entity under the National 
Science and Technology Council with the re-
sponsibility to coordinate Federal programs 
and activities in support of sustainable 
chemistry, including, as appropriate, at the 
National Science Foundation, the Depart-
ment of Energy, the Department of Agri-
culture, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, the Department of Defense, the 
National Institutes of Health, and other re-
lated Federal agencies. 

‘‘(2) CHAIRMAN.—The entity described in 
paragraph (1) shall be chaired by the Direc-
tor of the National Science Foundation and 
the Assistant Administrator for the Office of 
Research and Development of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, or their des-
ignees. 

‘‘(3) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The entity described in 

paragraph (1) shall— 
‘‘(i) develop a working definition of sus-

tainable chemistry, after seeking advice and 
input from stakeholders as described in 
clause (v); 

‘‘(ii) oversee the planning, management, 
and coordination of the Sustainable Chem-
istry Initiative described in subsection (d); 

‘‘(iii) develop a national strategy for sus-
tainable chemistry as described in sub-
section (f); 

‘‘(iv) develop an implementation plan for 
sustainable chemistry as described in sub-
section (g); and 

‘‘(v) consult and coordinate with stake-
holders qualified to provide advice and infor-
mation on the development of the initiative, 
national strategy, and implementation plan 
for sustainable chemistry, at least once per 
year, to carry out activities that may in-
clude workshops, requests for information, 
and other efforts as necessary. 

‘‘(B) STAKEHOLDERS.—The stakeholders de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(v) shall include 
representatives from— 

‘‘(i) industry (including small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises from across the value 
chain); 

‘‘(ii) the scientific community (including 
the National Academy of Sciences, scientific 
professional societies, and academia); 

‘‘(iii) the defense community; 
‘‘(iv) State, tribal, and local governments; 
‘‘(v) State or regional sustainable chem-

istry programs; 
‘‘(vi) nongovernmental organizations; and 
‘‘(vii) other appropriate organizations. 
‘‘(4) SUNSET.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—On completion of the 

national strategy and accompanying imple-
mentation plan for sustainable chemistry as 
described in paragraph (3), the Director of 
the Office of Science and Technology Pol-
icy— 

‘‘(i) shall review the need for further work; 
and 

‘‘(ii) may disband the entity described in 
paragraph (1) if no further efforts are deter-
mined to be necessary. 
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‘‘(B) NOTICE AND JUSTIFICATION.—The Di-

rector of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy shall provide notice and jus-
tification, including an analysis of options to 
establish the Sustainable Chemistry Initia-
tive described in subsection (d) and the part-
nerships described in subsection (e) within 1 
or more appropriate Federal agencies, re-
garding a decision to disband the entity not 
less than 90 days prior to the termination 
date to the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology and the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate. 

‘‘(d) SUSTAINABLE CHEMISTRY INITIATIVE.— 
The entity described in subsection (c)(1) 
shall oversee the establishment of an inter-
agency Sustainable Chemistry Initiative to 
promote and coordinate activities designed— 

‘‘(1) to provide sustained support for sus-
tainable chemistry research, development, 
demonstration, technology transfer, com-
mercialization, education, and training 
through— 

‘‘(A) coordination and promotion of sus-
tainable chemistry research, development, 
demonstration, and technology transfer con-
ducted at Federal and national laboratories 
and Federal agencies and at public and pri-
vate institutions of higher education; and 

‘‘(B) to the extent practicable, encourage-
ment of consideration of sustainable chem-
istry in, as appropriate— 

‘‘(i) the conduct of Federal, State, and pri-
vate science and engineering research and 
development; and 

‘‘(ii) the solicitation and evaluation of ap-
plicable proposals for science and engineer-
ing research and development; 

‘‘(2) to examine methods by which the Fed-
eral Government can offer incentives for 
consideration and use of sustainable chem-
istry processes and products that encourage 
competition and overcoming market bar-
riers, including grants, loans, loan guaran-
tees, and innovative financing mechanisms; 

‘‘(3) to expand the education and training 
of undergraduate and graduate students and 
professional scientists and engineers, includ-
ing through partnerships with industry as 
described in subsection (e), in sustainable 
chemistry science and engineering; 

‘‘(4) to collect and disseminate information 
on sustainable chemistry research, develop-
ment, and technology transfer, including in-
formation on— 

‘‘(A) incentives and impediments to devel-
opment, manufacturing, and commercializa-
tion; 

‘‘(B) accomplishments; 
‘‘(C) best practices; and 
‘‘(D) costs and benefits; and 
‘‘(5) to support (including through tech-

nical assistance, participation, financial sup-
port, or other forms of support) economic, 
legal, and other appropriate social science 
research to identify barriers to commer-
cialization and methods to advance commer-
cialization of sustainable chemistry. 

‘‘(e) PARTNERSHIPS IN SUSTAINABLE CHEM-
ISTRY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The entity described in 
subsection (c)(1), itself or through an appro-
priate subgroup designated or established by 
the entity, shall work through the agencies 
described in subsection (c)(1) to support, 
through financial, technical, or other assist-
ance, the establishment of partnerships be-
tween institutions of higher education, non-
governmental organizations, consortia, and 
companies across the value chain in the 
chemical industry, including small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises— 

‘‘(A) to establish collaborative research, 
development, demonstration, technology 

transfer, and commercialization programs; 
and 

‘‘(B) to train students and retrain profes-
sional scientists and engineers in the use of 
sustainable chemistry concepts and strate-
gies by methods including— 

‘‘(i) developing curricular materials and 
courses for undergraduate and graduate lev-
els and for the professional development of 
scientists and engineers; and 

‘‘(ii) publicizing the availability of profes-
sional development courses in sustainable 
chemistry and recruiting scientists and engi-
neers to pursue those courses. 

‘‘(2) PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITIES.—To be eligi-
ble for support under this section, a partner-
ship in sustainable chemistry shall include 
at least 1 private sector entity. 

‘‘(3) SELECTION OF PARTNERSHIPS.—In se-
lecting partnerships for support under this 
section, the entity and the agencies de-
scribed in subsection (c)(1) shall also con-
sider the extent to which the applicants are 
willing and able to demonstrate evidence of 
support for, and commitment— 

‘‘(A) to achieving the goals of the Sustain-
able Chemistry Initiative described in sub-
section (d); and 

‘‘(B) to sustaining any new innovations, 
tools, and resources generated from funding 
under the program. 

‘‘(4) PROHIBITED USE OF FUNDS.—Financial 
support provided under this section may not 
be used— 

‘‘(A) to support or expand a regulatory 
chemical management program at an imple-
menting agency under a State law; or 

‘‘(B) to construct or renovate a building or 
structure. 

‘‘(f) NATIONAL STRATEGY TO CONGRESS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, the entity described in sub-
section (c)(1) shall submit to the Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology and the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate, a national 
strategy that shall include— 

‘‘(A) a summary of federally funded sus-
tainable chemistry research, development, 
demonstration, technology transfer, com-
mercialization, education, and training ac-
tivities; 

‘‘(B) a summary of the financial resources 
allocated to sustainable chemistry initia-
tives; 

‘‘(C) an analysis of the progress made to-
ward achieving the goals and priorities of 
the Sustainable Chemistry Initiative de-
scribed in subsection (d), and recommenda-
tions for future initiative activities, includ-
ing consideration of options to establish the 
Sustainable Chemistry Initiative and the 
partnerships described in subsection (e) with-
in 1 or more appropriate Federal agencies; 

‘‘(D) an assessment of the benefits of ex-
panding existing, federally supported re-
gional innovation and manufacturing hubs 
to include sustainable chemistry and the 
value of directing the establishment of 1 or 
more dedicated sustainable chemistry cen-
ters of excellence or hubs; 

‘‘(E) an evaluation of steps taken and fu-
ture strategies to avoid duplication of ef-
forts, streamline interagency coordination, 
facilitate information sharing, and spread 
best practices between participating agen-
cies in the Sustainable Chemistry Initiative; 
and 

‘‘(F) a framework for advancing sustain-
able chemistry research, development, tech-
nology transfer, commercialization, and edu-
cation and training. 

‘‘(2) SUBMISSION TO GAO.—The entity de-
scribed in subsection (c)(1) shall submit the 
national strategy described in paragraph (1) 
to the Government Accountability Office for 
consideration in future Congressional inquir-
ies. 

‘‘(g) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later 
than 3 years after the date of enactment of 
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act, the entity de-
scribed in subsection (c)(1) shall submit to 
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, an implementation plan, based on 
the findings of the national strategy and 
other assessments, as appropriate, for sus-
tainable chemistry.’’. 

(b) SUSTAINABLE CHEMISTRY BASIC RE-
SEARCH.—Subject to the availability of ap-
propriated funds, the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation shall continue to 
carry out the Green Chemistry Basic Re-
search program authorized under section 509 
of the National Science Foundation Author-
ization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 1862p–3). 
SEC. 25. STATE PROGRAMS. 

Section 28 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2627) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraphs (A) through (D), by 

striking the comma at the end of each sub-
paragraph and inserting a semicolon; and 

(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘, 
and’’ and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(2) by striking subsections (c) and (d). 
SEC. 26. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 29 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2628) is repealed. 
SEC. 27. ANNUAL REPORT. 

Section 30 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2629) is amended by striking 
paragraph (2) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2)(A) the number of notices received dur-
ing each year under section 5; and 

‘‘(B) the number of the notices described in 
subparagraph (A) for chemical substances 
subject to a rule, testing consent agreement, 
or order under section 4;’’. 
SEC. 28. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Section 31 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2601 note; Public Law 94–469) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in sec-
tion 4(f), this’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—This’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY.—Nothing 

in this Act shall be interpreted to apply 
retroactively to any State, Federal, or mari-
time legal action commenced prior to the ef-
fective date of the Frank R. Lautenberg 
Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act.’’. 
SEC. 29. ELEMENTAL MERCURY. 

(a) TEMPORARY GENERATOR ACCUMULA-
TION.—Section 5 of the Mercury Export Ban 
Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C. 6939f) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘2013’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2019’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A), (B), 

and (C), as clauses (i), (ii), and (iii), respec-
tively and indenting appropriately; 

(ii) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘After 
consultation’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(A) ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION.—After 
consultation’’; 

(iii) in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘The amount of such fees’’ and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT.—The amount of the fees de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)’’; 
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(iv) in subparagraph (B) (as so des-

ignated)— 
(I) in clause (i) (as so redesignated), by 

striking ‘‘publically available not later than 
October 1, 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘publicly 
available not later than October 1, 2018’’; 

(II) in clause (ii) (as so redesignated), by 
striking ‘‘and’’; 

(III) in clause (iii) (as so redesignated), by 
striking the period at the end and inserting 
‘‘, subject to clause (iv); and’’; and 

(IV) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) for generators temporarily accumu-

lating elemental mercury in a facility sub-
ject to subparagraphs (B) and (D)(iv) of sub-
section (g)(2) if the facility designated in 
subsection (a) is not operational by January 
1, 2019, shall be adjusted to subtract the cost 
of the temporary accumulation during the 
period in which the facility designated under 
subsection (a) is not operational.’’; and 

(v) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) CONVEYANCE OF TITLE AND PERMIT-

TING.—If the facility designated in sub-
section (a) is not operational by January 1, 
2020, the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) shall immediately accept the convey-
ance of title to all elemental mercury that 
has accumulated in facilities in accordance 
with subsection (g)(2)(D), before January 1, 
2020, and deliver the accumulated mercury to 
the facility designated under subsection (a) 
on the date on which the facility becomes 
operational; 

‘‘(ii) shall pay any applicable Federal per-
mitting costs, including the costs for per-
mits issued under section 3005(c) of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6925(c)); and 

‘‘(iii) shall store, or pay the cost of storage 
of, until the time at which a facility des-
ignated in subsection (a) is operational, ac-
cumulated mercury to which the Secretary 
has title under this subparagraph in a facil-
ity that has been issued a permit under sec-
tion 3005(c) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act 
(42 U.S.C. 6925(c)).’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), in the first sentence, 
by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)(C)’’ and inserting 
‘‘paragraph (1)(B)(iii)’’; and 

(3) in subsection (g)(2)— 
(A) in the undesignated material at the 

end, by striking ‘‘This subparagraph’’ and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(C) Subparagraph (B)’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (C) (as added by para-

graph (1)), by inserting ‘‘of that subpara-
graph’’ before the period at the end; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) A generator producing elemental mer-

cury incidentally from the beneficiation or 
processing of ore or related pollution control 
activities, may accumulate the mercury pro-
duced onsite that is destined for a facility 
designated by the Secretary under sub-
section (a), for more than 90 days without a 
permit issued under section 3005(c) of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6925(c)), 
and shall not be subject to the storage prohi-
bition of section 3004(j) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 
6924(j)), if— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary is unable to accept the 
mercury at a facility designated by the Sec-
retary under subsection (a) for reasons be-
yond the control of the generator; 

‘‘(ii) the generator certifies in writing to 
the Secretary that the generator will ship 
the mercury to a designated facility when 
the Secretary is able to accept the mercury; 

‘‘(iii) the generator certifies in writing to 
the Secretary that the generator is storing 
only mercury the generator has produced or 
recovered onsite and will not sell, or other-
wise place into commerce, the mercury; and 

‘‘(iv) the generator has obtained an identi-
fication number under section 262.12 of title 
40, Code of Federal Regulations, and com-
plies with the requirements described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of section 262.34(a) 

of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (as in 
effect on the date of enactment of this sub-
paragraph). 

‘‘(E) MANAGEMENT STANDARDS FOR TEM-
PORARY STORAGE.—Not later than January 1, 
2017, the Secretary, after consultation with 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency and State agencies in af-
fected States, shall develop and make avail-
able guidance that establishes procedures 
and standards for the management and 
short-term storage of elemental mercury at 
a generator covered under subparagraph (D), 
including requirements to ensure appro-
priate use of flasks or other suitable con-
tainers. Such procedures and standards shall 
be protective of human health and the envi-
ronment and shall ensure that the elemental 
mercury is stored in a safe, secure, and effec-
tive manner. A generator may accumulate 
mercury in accordance with subparagraph 
(D) immediately upon enactment of this Act, 
and notwithstanding that guidance called for 
by this paragraph (E) has not been developed 
or made available.’’. 

(b) INTERIM STATUS.—Section 5(d)(1) of the 
Mercury Export Ban Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C. 
6939f(d)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in the fourth sentence, by striking ‘‘in 
existence on or before January 1, 2013,’’; and 

(2) in the last sentence, by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2020’’. 

(c) MERCURY INVENTORY.—Section 8(b) of 
the Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 
2607(b)) (as amended by section 10(2)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(10) MERCURY.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITION OF MERCURY.—In this para-

graph, notwithstanding section 3(2)(B), the 
term ‘mercury’ means— 

‘‘(i) elemental mercury; and 
‘‘(ii) a mercury compound. 
‘‘(B) PUBLICATION.—Not later than April 1, 

2017, and every 3 years thereafter, the Ad-
ministrator shall publish in the Federal Reg-
ister an inventory of mercury supply, use, 
and trade in the United States. 

‘‘(C) PROCESS.—In carrying out the inven-
tory under subparagraph (B), the Adminis-
trator shall— 

‘‘(i) identify any remaining manufacturing 
processes or products that intentionally add 
mercury; and 

‘‘(ii) recommend actions, including pro-
posed revisions of Federal law (including reg-
ulations), to achieve further reductions in 
mercury use. 

‘‘(D) REPORTING.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—To assist in the prepara-

tion of the inventory under subparagraph 
(B), any person who manufactures mercury 
or mercury-added products or otherwise in-
tentionally uses mercury in a manufacturing 
process shall make periodic reports to the 
Administrator, at such time and including 
such information as the Administrator shall 
determine by rule promulgated not later 
than 2 years after the date of enactment of 
this paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) COORDINATION.—To avoid duplication, 
the Administrator shall coordinate the re-
porting under this subparagraph with the 
Interstate Mercury Education and Reduction 
Clearinghouse. 

‘‘(iii) EXEMPTION.—This subparagraph shall 
not apply to a person engaged in the genera-
tion, handling, or management of mercury- 
containing waste, unless that person manu-
factures or recovers mercury in the manage-
ment of that waste.’’. 

(d) PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF CERTAIN 
MERCURY COMPOUNDS.—Section 12(c) of the 
Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 
2611(c)) (as amended by section 13(3)) is 
amended— 

(1) in the subsection heading, by inserting 
‘‘AND MERCURY COMPOUNDS’’ after ‘‘MER-
CURY’’; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF CERTAIN 
MERCURY COMPOUNDS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Effective January 1, 
2020, the export of the following mercury 
compounds is prohibited: 

‘‘(i) Mercury (I) chloride or calomel. 
‘‘(ii) Mercury (II) oxide. 
‘‘(iii) Mercury (II) sulfate. 
‘‘(iv) Mercury (II) nitrate. 
‘‘(v) Cinnabar or mercury sulphide. 
‘‘(vi) Any mercury compound that the Ad-

ministrator, at the discretion of the Admin-
istrator, adds to the list by rule, on deter-
mining that exporting that mercury com-
pound for the purpose of regenerating ele-
mental mercury is technically feasible. 

‘‘(B) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of the Frank R. 
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act, and as appropriate thereafter, 
the Administrator shall publish in the Fed-
eral Register a list of the mercury com-
pounds that are prohibited from export 
under this paragraph. 

‘‘(C) PETITION.—Any person may petition 
the Administrator to add to the list of mer-
cury compounds prohibited from export. 

‘‘(D) ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND DISPOSAL.— 
This paragraph does not prohibit the export 
of mercury (I) chloride or calomel for envi-
ronmentally sound disposal to member coun-
tries of the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, on the condition 
that no mercury or mercury compounds are 
to be recovered, recycled, or reclaimed for 
use, or directly reused. 

‘‘(E) REPORT.—Not later than 5 years after 
the date of enactment of the Frank R. Lau-
tenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century 
Act, the Administrator shall evaluate any 
exports of calomel for disposal that occurred 
since that date of enactment and shall sub-
mit to Congress a report that contains the 
following: 

‘‘(i) volumes and sources of calomel ex-
ported for disposal; 

‘‘(ii) receiving countries of such exports; 
‘‘(iii) methods of disposal used; 
‘‘(iv) issues, if any, presented by the export 

of calomel; 
‘‘(v) evaluation of calomel management op-

tions in the United States, if any, that are 
commercially available and comparable in 
cost and efficacy to methods being utilized 
in the receiving countries; and 

‘‘(vi) a recommendation regarding whether 
Congress should further limit or prohibit the 
export of calomel for disposal. 

‘‘(F) EFFECT ON OTHER LAW.—Nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to affect 
the authority of the Administrator under 
Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et 
seq.).’’. 

SEC. 30. TREVOR’S LAW. 

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section 
are— 

(1) to provide the appropriate Federal 
agencies with the authority to help conduct 
investigations into potential cancer clusters; 

(2) to ensure that Federal agencies have 
the authority to undertake actions to help 
address cancer clusters and factors that may 
contribute to the creation of potential can-
cer clusters; and 

(3) to enable Federal agencies to coordi-
nate with other Federal, State, and local 
agencies, institutes of higher education, and 
the public in investigating and addressing 
cancer clusters. 

(b) DESIGNATION AND INVESTIGATION OF PO-
TENTIAL CANCER CLUSTERS.—Part P of title 
III of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 280g et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
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‘‘SEC. 399V–6. DESIGNATION AND INVESTIGATION 

OF POTENTIAL CANCER CLUSTERS. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) CANCER CLUSTER.—The term ‘cancer 

cluster’ means the incidence of a particular 
cancer within a population group, a geo-
graphical area, or a period of time that is 
greater than expected for such group, area, 
or period. 

‘‘(2) PARTICULAR CANCER.—The term ‘par-
ticular cancer’ means one specific type of 
cancer or a type of cancers scientifically 
proven to have the same cause. 

‘‘(3) POPULATION GROUP.—The term ‘popu-
lation group’ means a group, for purposes of 
calculating cancer rates, defined by factors 
such as race, ethnicity, age, or gender. 

‘‘(b) CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION OF POTEN-
TIAL CANCER CLUSTERS.— 

‘‘(1) DEVELOPMENT OF CRITERIA.—The Sec-
retary shall develop criteria for the designa-
tion of potential cancer clusters. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The criteria devel-
oped under paragraph (1) shall consider, as 
appropriate— 

‘‘(A) a standard for cancer cluster identi-
fication and reporting protocols used to de-
termine when cancer incidence is greater 
than would be typically observed; 

‘‘(B) scientific screening standards that en-
sure that a cluster of a particular cancer in-
volves the same type of cancer, or types of 
cancers; 

‘‘(C) the population in which the cluster of 
a particular cancer occurs by factors such as 
race, ethnicity, age, and gender, for purposes 
of calculating cancer rates; 

‘‘(D) the boundaries of a geographic area in 
which a cluster of a particular cancer occurs 
so as not to create or obscure a potential 
cluster by selection of a specific area; and 

‘‘(E) the time period over which the num-
ber of cases of a particular cancer, or the cal-
culation of an expected number of cases, oc-
curs. 

‘‘(c) GUIDELINES FOR INVESTIGATION OF PO-
TENTIAL CANCER CLUSTERS.—The Secretary, 
in consultation with the Council of State 
and Territorial Epidemiologists and rep-
resentatives of State and local health de-
partments, shall develop, publish, and peri-
odically update guidelines for investigating 
potential cancer clusters. The guidelines 
shall— 

‘‘(1) require that investigations of cancer 
clusters— 

‘‘(A) use the criteria developed under sub-
section (b); 

‘‘(B) use the best available science; and 
‘‘(C) rely on a weight of the scientific evi-

dence; 
‘‘(2) provide standardized methods of re-

viewing and categorizing data, including 
from health surveillance systems and reports 
of potential cancer clusters; and 

‘‘(3) provide guidance for using appropriate 
epidemiological and other approaches for in-
vestigations. 

‘‘(d) INVESTIGATION OF CANCER CLUSTERS.— 
‘‘(1) SECRETARY DISCRETION.—The Sec-

retary— 
‘‘(A) in consultation with representatives 

of the relevant State and local health de-
partments, shall consider whether it is ap-
propriate to conduct an investigation of a 
potential cancer cluster; and 

‘‘(B) in conducting investigations shall 
have the discretion to prioritize certain po-
tential cancer clusters, based on the avail-
ability of resources. 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION.—In investigating po-
tential cancer clusters, the Secretary shall 
coordinate with agencies within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and 
other Federal agencies, such as the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

‘‘(3) BIOMONITORING.—In investigating po-
tential cancer clusters, the Secretary shall 

rely on all appropriate biomonitoring infor-
mation collected under other Federal pro-
grams, such as the National Health and Nu-
trition Examination Survey. The Secretary 
may provide technical assistance for rel-
evant biomonitoring studies of other Federal 
agencies. 

‘‘(e) DUTIES.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(1) ensure that appropriate staff of agen-

cies within the Department of Health and 
Human Services are prepared to provide 
timely assistance, to the extent practicable, 
upon receiving a request to investigate a po-
tential cancer cluster from a State or local 
health authority; 

‘‘(2) maintain staff expertise in epidemi-
ology, toxicology, data analysis, environ-
mental health and cancer surveillance, expo-
sure assessment, pediatric health, pollution 
control, community outreach, health edu-
cation, laboratory sampling and analysis, 
spatial mapping, and informatics; 

‘‘(3) consult with community members as 
investigations into potential cancer clusters 
are conducted, as the Secretary determines 
appropriate; 

‘‘(4) collect, store, and disseminate reports 
on investigations of potential cancer clus-
ters, the possible causes of such clusters, and 
the actions taken to address such clusters; 
and 

‘‘(5) provide technical assistance for inves-
tigating cancer clusters to State and local 
health departments through existing pro-
grams, such as the Epi-Aids program of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the Assessments of Chemical Exposures 
program of the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry.’’. 

SA 2933. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
ALEXANDER) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 227, to strengthen the Fed-
eral education research system to 
make research and evaluations more 
timely and relevant to State and local 
needs in order to increase student 
achievement; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening Education through Research Act’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. Nonduplication. 
TITLE I—EDUCATION SCIENCES REFORM 
Sec. 101. References. 
Sec. 102. Definitions. 

PART A—THE INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 
SCIENCES 

Sec. 111. Establishment. 
Sec. 112. Functions. 
Sec. 113. Delegation. 
Sec. 114. Office of the Director. 
Sec. 115. Priorities. 
Sec. 116. National Board for Education 

Sciences. 
Sec. 117. Commissioners of the National 

Education Centers. 
Sec. 118. Transparency. 
Sec. 119. Competitive awards. 

PART B—NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION 
RESEARCH 

Sec. 131. Establishment. 
Sec. 132. Duties. 
Sec. 133. Standards for conduct and evalua-

tion of research. 
PART C—NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION 

STATISTICS 
Sec. 151. Establishment. 

Sec. 152. Duties. 
Sec. 153. Performance of duties. 
Sec. 154. Reports. 
Sec. 155. Dissemination. 
Sec. 156. Cooperative education statistics 

partnerships. 
PART D—NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION 

EVALUATION AND REGIONAL ASSISTANCE 
Sec. 171. Establishment. 
Sec. 172. Commissioner for Education Eval-

uation and Regional Assist-
ance. 

Sec. 173. Evaluations. 
Sec. 174. Regional educational laboratories 

for research, development, dis-
semination, and evaluation. 

PART E—NATIONAL CENTER FOR SPECIAL 
EDUCATION RESEARCH 

Sec. 175. Establishment. 
Sec. 176. Commissioner for Special Edu-

cation Research. 
Sec. 177. Duties. 

PART F—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Sec. 181. Prohibitions. 
Sec. 182. Confidentiality. 
Sec. 183. Availability of data. 
Sec. 184. Performance management. 
Sec. 185. Authority to publish. 
Sec. 186. Repeals. 
Sec. 187. Fellowships. 
Sec. 188. Authorization of appropriations. 

PART G—TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING 
AMENDMENTS 

Sec. 191. Technical and conforming amend-
ments to other laws. 

TITLE II—EDUCATIONAL TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

Sec. 201. References. 
Sec. 202. Definitions. 
Sec. 203. Comprehensive centers. 
Sec. 204. Evaluations. 
Sec. 205. Existing technical assistance pro-

viders. 
Sec. 206. Regional advisory committees. 
Sec. 207. Priorities. 
Sec. 208. Grant program for statewide, longi-

tudinal data systems. 
Sec. 209. Authorization of appropriations. 

TITLE III—NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS 

Sec. 301. References. 
Sec. 302. National Assessment Governing 

Board. 
Sec. 303. National Assessment of Edu-

cational Progress. 
Sec. 304. Definitions. 
Sec. 305. Authorization of appropriations. 

TITLE IV—EVALUATION PLAN 
Sec. 401. Research and evaluation. 
SEC. 3. NONDUPLICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Act of November 5, 
2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), is 
amended by inserting after section 1 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 2. NONDUPLICATION. 

‘‘In collecting information and data under 
this Act, including requiring the reporting of 
information and data, the Secretary of Edu-
cation shall, to the extent appropriate, not 
duplicate other requirements and shall use 
information and data that are available from 
existing Federal, State, and local sources, in 
order to reduce burden and cost to the De-
partment of Education, States, local edu-
cational agencies (as defined in section 9101 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801)), and other enti-
ties.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1 of the Act of November 
5, 2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 1 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 2. Nonduplication.’’. 
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TITLE I—EDUCATION SCIENCES REFORM 

SEC. 101. REFERENCES. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided, 

whenever in this title an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of the Edu-
cation Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (20 U.S.C. 
9501 et seq.). 
SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 102 (20 U.S.C. 9501) is amended— 
(1) by striking paragraphs (13) and (18); 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through 

(11), (12), (14), (15), (16), (17), and (19) through 
(23), as paragraphs (3) through (12), (14), (15), 
(16), (18), (20), and (22) through (26), respec-
tively; 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) ADULT EDUCATION; ADULT EDUCATION 
AND LITERACY ACTIVITIES.—The terms ‘adult 
education’ and ‘adult education and literacy 
activities’ have the meanings given the 
terms in section 203 of the Adult Education 
and Family Literacy Act.’’; 

(4) in paragraph (6), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Affairs’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Education’’; 

(5) in paragraph (11), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2)— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘or other information, in 
a timely manner and’’ after ‘‘evaluations,’’; 
and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘school leaders,’’ after 
‘‘teachers,’’; 

(6) by inserting after paragraph (12), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following: 

‘‘(13) ENGLISH LEARNER.—The term ‘English 
learner’ means an individual who is limited 
English proficient, as defined in section 9101 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801) or section 637 of 
the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9832).’’; 

(7) in paragraph (14), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘, school lead-
ers,’’ after ‘‘teachers’’; 

(8) by inserting after paragraph (16), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following: 

‘‘(17) MINORITY-SERVING INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘minority-serving institution’ means an 
institution of higher education described in 
section 371(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a)).’’; 

(9) in paragraph (18), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section 133(c)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 133(d)’’; 

(10) by inserting after paragraph (18), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following: 

‘‘(19) PRINCIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH.— 
The term ‘principles of scientific research’ 
means principles of research that— 

‘‘(A) apply rigorous, systematic, and objec-
tive methodology to obtain reliable and 
valid knowledge relevant to education ac-
tivities and programs; 

‘‘(B) present findings and make claims that 
are appropriate to, and supported by, the 
methods that have been employed; and 

‘‘(C) include, appropriate to the research 
being conducted— 

‘‘(i) use of systematic, empirical methods 
that draw on observation or experiment; 

‘‘(ii) use of data analyses that are adequate 
to support the general findings; 

‘‘(iii) reliance on measurements or obser-
vational methods that provide reliable and 
generalizable findings; 

‘‘(iv) strong claims of causal relationships, 
only with research designs that eliminate 
plausible competing explanations for ob-
served results, such as, but not limited to, 
random-assignment experiments; 

‘‘(v) presentation of studies and methods in 
sufficient detail and clarity to allow for rep-
lication or, at a minimum, to offer the op-
portunity to build systematically on the 
findings of the research; 

‘‘(vi) acceptance by a peer-reviewed journal 
or critique by a panel of independent experts 
through a comparably rigorous, objective, 
and scientific review; and 

‘‘(vii) consistency of findings across mul-
tiple studies or sites to support the gen-
erality of results and conclusions.’’; 

(11) by inserting after paragraph (20), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following: 

‘‘(21) SCHOOL LEADER.—The term ‘school 
leader’ means a principal, assistant prin-
cipal, or other individual who is— 

‘‘(A) an employee or officer of— 
‘‘(i) an elementary school or secondary 

school; 
‘‘(ii) a local educational agency serving an 

elementary school or secondary school; or 
‘‘(iii) another entity operating the elemen-

tary school or secondary school; and 
‘‘(B) responsible for the daily instructional 

leadership and managerial operations of the 
elementary school or secondary school.’’; 
and 

(12) in paragraph (23), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘scientifically 
based research standards’’ and inserting ‘‘the 
principles of scientific research’’. 
PART A—THE INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 

SCIENCES 
SEC. 111. ESTABLISHMENT. 

Section 111(b) (20 U.S.C. 9511(b)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘in-
cluding adult education,’’ after ‘‘postsec-
ondary study,’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and wide dissemination ac-

tivities’’ and inserting ‘‘and, consistent with 
section 114(j), wide dissemination and utili-
zation activities’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘(including in technology 
areas)’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘dis-
ability,’’ after ‘‘gender,’’. 
SEC. 112. FUNCTIONS. 

Section 112 (20 U.S.C. 9512) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(including evaluations of 

impact and implementation)’’ after ‘‘edu-
cation evaluation’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘and utilization’’ before 
the semicolon; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘, consistent with section 

114(j),’’ after ‘‘disseminate’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘and scientifically valid 

education evaluations carried out under this 
title’’ before the semicolon. 
SEC. 113. DELEGATION. 

Section 113 (20 U.S.C. 9513) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (1); and 
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (2) 

through (5) as paragraphs (1) through (4), re-
spectively; 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘Sec-
retary may assign the Institute responsi-
bility for administering’’ and inserting ‘‘Di-
rector may accept requests from the Sec-
retary for the Institute to administer’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) CONTRACT ACQUISITION.—With respect 

to any contract entered into under this title, 
the Director shall be consulted— 

‘‘(1) during the procurement process; and 
‘‘(2) in the management of such contract’s 

performance, which shall be consistent with 
the requirements of the performance man-
agement system described in section 185.’’. 
SEC. 114. OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR. 

Section 114 (20 U.S.C. 9514) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Except as 

provided in subsection (b)(2), the’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘The’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting before 

the period the following: ‘‘, except that if a 
successor to the Director has not been ap-
pointed as of the date of expiration of the Di-
rector’s term, the Director may serve for an 
additional 1-year period, beginning on the 
day after the date of expiration of the Direc-
tor’s term, or until a successor has been ap-
pointed under subsection (a), whichever oc-
curs first’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) REAPPOINTMENT.—A Director may be 
reappointed under subsection (a) for one ad-
ditional term.’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘SUBSE-

QUENT DIRECTORS’’ and inserting ‘‘REC-
OMMENDATIONS’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘, other than a Director ap-
pointed under paragraph (2)’’; 

(3) in subsection (f)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by inserting before 

the period the following: ‘‘, and, as appro-
priate, with such research and activities car-
ried out by public and private entities, to 
avoid duplicative or overlapping efforts’’; 

(B) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘‘, and the 
use of evidence’’ after ‘‘statistics activities’’; 

(C) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and maintain’’ after ‘‘es-

tablish’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and subsection (h)’’ after 

‘‘section 116(b)(3)’’; 
(D) in paragraph (7), by inserting ‘‘dis-

ability,’’ after ‘‘gender,’’; 
(E) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘histori-

cally Black colleges or universities’’ and in-
serting ‘‘minority-serving institutions’’; 

(F) by striking paragraph (9) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(9) To coordinate with the Secretary to 
ensure that the results of the Institute’s 
work are coordinated with, and utilized by, 
the Department’s technical assistance pro-
viders and dissemination networks.’’; 

(G) by striking paragraphs (10) and (11); 
and 

(H) by redesignating paragraph (12) as 
paragraph (10); 

(4) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); 

(5) by inserting after subsection (g), the 
following: 

‘‘(h) PEER-REVIEW SYSTEM.—The Director 
shall establish and maintain a peer-review 
system involving highly qualified individ-
uals, including practitioners, as appropriate, 
with an in-depth knowledge of the subject to 
be investigated, including, in the case of spe-
cial education research, an understanding of 
special education, for— 

‘‘(1) reviewing and evaluating each applica-
tion for a grant or cooperative agreement 
under this title that exceeds $100,000; and 

‘‘(2) evaluating and assessing all reports 
and other products that exceed $100,000 to be 
published and publicly released by the Insti-
tute.’’; 

(6) in subsection (i), as redesignated by 
paragraph (4)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘the products and’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘certify that evidence- 

based claims about those products and’’ and 
inserting ‘‘determine whether evidence-based 
claims in those’’; and 

(7) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(j) RELEVANCE, DISSEMINATION, AND UTILI-

ZATION.—To ensure all activities authorized 
under this title are rigorous, relevant, and 
useful for researchers, policymakers, practi-
tioners, and the public, the Director shall— 

‘‘(1) ensure such activities address signifi-
cant challenges faced by practitioners, and 
increase knowledge in the field of education; 

‘‘(2) ensure that the information, products, 
and publications of the Institute are— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8818 December 17, 2015 
‘‘(A) prepared and widely disseminated— 
‘‘(i) in a timely fashion; and 
‘‘(ii) in forms that are understandable, eas-

ily accessible, and usable, or adaptable for 
use in, the improvement of educational prac-
tice; and 

‘‘(B) widely disseminated through elec-
tronic transfer, and other means, such as 
posting to the Institute’s website or other 
relevant place; 

‘‘(3) promote the utilization of the infor-
mation, products, and publications of the In-
stitute, including through the use of dissemi-
nation networks and technical assistance 
providers, within the Institute and the De-
partment; and 

‘‘(4) monitor and manage the performance 
of all activities authorized under this title in 
accordance with section 185.’’. 
SEC. 115. PRIORITIES. 

Section 115 (20 U.S.C. 9515) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(taking into consideration 

long-term research and development on core 
issues conducted through the national re-
search and development centers)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘at least once every 6 years’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘such as’’ and inserting 
‘‘including’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘ensuring that all students 

have the ability to obtain a high-quality 
education, particularly by’’ before ‘‘closing’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘low-performing children’’ 
and inserting ‘‘low-performing students’’; 

(iii) by striking ‘‘especially achievement 
gaps between’’; 

(iv) by striking ‘‘nonminority children’’ 
and inserting ‘‘nonminority students, stu-
dents with disabilities and students without 
disabilities,’’; 

(v) by striking ‘‘and between disadvan-
taged children and such children’s’’ and in-
serting ‘‘and disadvantaged students and 
such students’ ’’; and 

(vi) by striking ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon; 
(C) by striking paragraph (2); and 
(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) improving access to and the quality of 

early childhood education; 
‘‘(3) improving education in elementary 

schools and secondary schools, particularly 
among low-performing students and schools; 
and 

‘‘(4) improving access to, opportunities for, 
and completion of postsecondary education 
and adult education.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘‘by 
means of the Internet’’ and inserting ‘‘by 
electronic means such as posting in an easily 
accessible manner on the Institute’s 
website’’. 
SEC. 116. NATIONAL BOARD FOR EDUCATION 

SCIENCES. 
Section 116 (20 U.S.C. 9516) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘to guide 

the work of the Institute’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
and to advise, and provide input to, the Di-
rector on the activities of the Institute on an 
ongoing basis’’; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘under 
section 114(h)’’ after ‘‘procedures’’; 

(C) in paragraph (8), by inserting ‘‘dis-
ability,’’ after ‘‘gender,’’; 

(D) in paragraph (9)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘To solicit’’ and inserting 

‘‘To ensure all activities of the Institute are 
relevant to education policy and practice by 
soliciting, on an ongoing basis,’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘consistent with’’ and in-
serting ‘‘consistent with section 114(j) and’’; 

(E) in paragraph (11)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘the Institute’s’’ after ‘‘en-

hance’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘among other Federal and 

State research agencies’’ and inserting ‘‘with 

public and private entities to improve the 
work of the Institute’’; and 

(F) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(13) To conduct the evaluations required 

under subsection (d).’’; 
(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘Board,’’ before ‘‘National 

Academy’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and the National Science 

Advisor’’ and inserting ‘‘the National 
Science Advisor, and other entities and orga-
nizations that have knowledge of individuals 
who are highly qualified to appraise edu-
cation research, statistics, evaluations, or 
development’’; 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘, which may 

include those researchers recommended by 
the National Academy of Sciences’’; 

(II) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause 
(iii); 

(III) by inserting after clause (i), the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(ii) Not fewer than 2 practitioners who 
are knowledgeable about the education needs 
of the United States, who may include 
school-based professional educators, teach-
ers, school leaders, local educational agency 
superintendents, and members of local 
boards of education or Bureau-funded school 
boards.’’; and 

(IV) in clause (iii), as redesignated by sub-
clause (II)— 

(aa) by striking ‘‘school-based professional 
educators,’’; 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘State leaders in adult 
education,’’ after ‘‘executives,’’; 

(cc) by striking ‘‘local educational agency 
superintendents,’’; 

(dd) by striking ‘‘principals,’’; 
(ee) by striking ‘‘or local’’; and 
(ff) by striking ‘‘or Bureau-funded school 

boards’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘beginning on the date of appoint-
ment of the member,’’ after ‘‘4 years,’’; 

(II) by striking clause (i); 
(III) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause 

(i); 
(IV) in clause (i), as redesignated by sub-

clause (III), by striking the period and in-
serting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(V) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) in a case in which a successor to a 

member has not been appointed as of the 
date of expiration of the member’s term, the 
member may serve for an additional 1-year 
period, beginning on the day after the date of 
expiration of the member’s term, or until a 
successor has been appointed under para-
graph (1), whichever occurs first.’’; 

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C); and 
(iv) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 

subparagraph (C); and 
(C) in paragraph (8)— 
(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 

through (E) as subparagraphs (B) through 
(F), respectively; 

(ii) by inserting before subparagraph (B), 
as redesignated by clause (i), the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the exercise of its du-
ties under subsection (b) and in accordance 
with the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.), the Board shall be independent 
of the Director and the other offices and offi-
cers of the Institute.’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated 
by clause (i), by inserting before the period 
at the end the following: ‘‘for a term of not 
more than 6 years, and who may be re-
appointed by the Board for 1 additional term 
of not more than 6 years’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(G) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Board may es-

tablish standing or temporary subcommit-

tees to make recommendations to the Board 
for carrying out activities authorized under 
this title.’’; 

(3) by striking subsection (d); 
(4) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-

section (d); 
(5) in subsection (d), as redesignated by 

paragraph (4)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘ANNUAL’’ and inserting ‘‘EVALUATION’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘The Board’’ and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board’’; 
(C) by striking ‘‘not later than July 1 of 

each year, a report’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
make widely available to the public (includ-
ing by electronic means such as posting in 
an easily accessible manner on the Insti-
tute’s website), a report once every 5 years’’; 
and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—An evaluation report 

described in paragraph (1) shall include— 
‘‘(A) subject to paragraph (3), an evalua-

tion of the activities authorized for each of 
the National Education Centers, which— 

‘‘(i) uses the performance management sys-
tem described in section 185; and 

‘‘(ii) is conducted by an independent enti-
ty; 

‘‘(B) a review of the Institute to ensure its 
work, consistent with the requirements of 
section 114(j), is timely, rigorous, and rel-
evant; 

‘‘(C) any recommendations regarding ac-
tions that may be taken to enhance the abil-
ity of the Institute and the National Edu-
cation Centers to carry out their priorities 
and missions; 

‘‘(D) a summary of the major research find-
ings of the Institute and the activities car-
ried out under section 113(b) during the 3 pre-
ceding fiscal years; and 

‘‘(E) interim findings made widely avail-
able to the public (including by electronic 
means such as posting in an easily accessible 
manner on the Institute’s website) 3 years 
after the independent entity has begun re-
viewing the work of the Institute. 

‘‘(3) NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION EVAL-
UATION AND REGIONAL ASSISTANCE.—With re-
spect to the National Center for Education 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance, an eval-
uation report described in paragraph (1) shall 
contain— 

‘‘(A) an evaluation described in paragraph 
(2)(A) of the activities authorized for such 
Center, except for the regional educational 
laboratories established under section 174; 
and 

‘‘(B) a summative or interim evaluation, 
whichever is most recent, for each such lab-
oratory conducted under section 174(i) on or 
after the date of enactment of the Strength-
ening Education through Research Act or, in 
a case in which such an evaluation is not 
available for a laboratory, the most recent 
evaluation for the laboratory conducted 
prior to the date of enactment of such Act.’’; 
and 

(6) by striking subsection (f). 
SEC. 117. COMMISSIONERS OF THE NATIONAL 

EDUCATION CENTERS. 

Section 117 (20 U.S.C. 9517) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Except as 

provided in subsection (b), each’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Each’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Except as provided in sub-

section (b), each’’ and inserting ‘‘Each’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘, statistics,’’ after ‘‘re-

search’’; and 
(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘Except as 

provided in subsection (b), each’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Each’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (b); 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8819 December 17, 2015 
(3) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 

as subsections (b) and (c), respectively; and 
(4) in subsection (c), as redesignated by 

paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘, except the Com-
missioner for Education Statistics,’’. 
SEC. 118. TRANSPARENCY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 119 (20 U.S.C. 
9519) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 119. TRANSPARENCY. 

‘‘Not later than 120 days after awarding a 
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
under this title in excess of $100,000, the Di-
rector shall make publicly available (includ-
ing through electronic means such as posting 
in an easily accessible manner on the Insti-
tute’s website) a description of the grant, 
contract, or cooperative agreement, includ-
ing, at a minimum, the amount, duration, 
recipient, and the purpose of the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1 of the Act of November 
5, 2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 119 and inserting the following: 
‘‘Sec. 119. Transparency.’’. 
SEC. 119. COMPETITIVE AWARDS. 

Section 120 (20 U.S.C. 9520) is amended by 
striking ‘‘when practicable’’ and inserting 
‘‘consistent with section 114(h)’’. 

PART B—NATIONAL CENTER FOR 
EDUCATION RESEARCH 

SEC. 131. ESTABLISHMENT. 
Section 131(b) (20 U.S.C. 9531(b)) is amend-

ed— 
(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) to sponsor sustained research that will 

lead to the accumulation of knowledge and 
understanding of education, consistent with 
the priorities described in section 115;’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of para-
graph (3); 

(3) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) consistent with section 114(j), to wide-

ly disseminate and promote utilization of 
the work of the Research Center.’’. 
SEC. 132. DUTIES. 

Section 133 (20 U.S.C. 9533) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘peer-re-

view standards and’’; 
(B) by striking paragraph (2); 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (2); 
(D) by striking paragraph (4); 
(E) by redesignating paragraphs (5) 

through (9) as paragraphs (3) through (7), re-
spectively; 

(F) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E), by inserting ‘‘in the imple-
mentation of programs carried out by the 
Department and other agencies’’ before 
‘‘within the Federal Government’’; 

(G) in paragraph (5), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘disseminate, 
through the National Center for Education 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘widely disseminate, consistent 
with section 114(j),’’; 

(H) in paragraph (6), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E)— 

(i) by striking ‘‘Director’’ and inserting 
‘‘Board’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘of a biennial report, as de-
scribed in section 119’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
dissemination of each evaluation report 
under section 116(d)’’; 

(I) in paragraph (7), as redesignated by sub-
paragraph (E), by inserting ‘‘and which may 
include research on social and emotional 
learning, and the acquisition of com-
petencies and skills, including the ability to 
think critically, solve complex problems, 

evaluate evidence, and communicate effec-
tively,’’ after ‘‘gap,’’; 

(J) by inserting after paragraph (7), as re-
designated by subparagraph (E), the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(8) to the extent time and resources 
allow, when findings from previous research 
under this part provoke relevant follow up 
questions, carry out research initiatives on 
such follow up questions;’’; 

(K) by redesignating paragraphs (10) and 
(11) as paragraphs (9) and (10), respectively; 

(L) by striking paragraph (9), as redesig-
nated by subparagraph (K), and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(9) carry out research initiatives, includ-
ing rigorous, peer-reviewed, large-scale, 
long-term, and broadly applicable empirical 
research, regarding the impact of technology 
on education, including online education and 
hybrid learning;’’; 

(M) in paragraph (10), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (K), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(N) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(11) to the extent feasible, carry out re-

search on the quality of implementation of 
practices and strategies determined to be ef-
fective through scientifically valid re-
search.’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) PLAN.—The Research Commissioner 
shall propose to the Director and, subject to 
the approval of the Director, implement a re-
search plan for the activities of the Research 
Center that— 

‘‘(1) is consistent with the priorities and 
mission of the Institute and the mission of 
the Research Center described in section 
131(b), and includes the activities described 
in subsection (a); 

‘‘(2) is carried out and, as appropriate, up-
dated and modified, including through the 
use of the results of the Research Center’s 
most recent evaluation report under section 
116(d); 

‘‘(3) describes how the Research Center will 
use the performance management system de-
scribed in section 185 to assess and improve 
the activities of the Center; 

‘‘(4) meets the procedures for peer review 
established and maintained by the Director 
under section 114(f)(5) and the standards of 
research described in section 134; and 

‘‘(5) includes both basic research and ap-
plied research, which shall include research 
conducted through field-initiated research 
and ongoing research initiatives.’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); 

(4) by inserting after subsection (b), the 
following: 

‘‘(c) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Research Commis-
sioner may award grants to, or enter into 
contracts or cooperative agreements with, 
eligible applicants to carry out research 
under subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘eligible applicant’ means 
an applicant that has the ability and capac-
ity to conduct scientifically valid research. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible applicant 

that wishes to receive a grant, or enter into 
a contract or cooperative agreement, under 
this section shall submit an application to 
the Research Commissioner at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Research Commissioner may re-
quire. 

‘‘(B) CONTENT.—An application submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall describe how 
the eligible applicant will address and dem-
onstrate progress on the requirements of the 
performance management system described 

in section 185, with respect to the activities 
that will be carried out under the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement.’’; and 

(5) in subsection (d), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3)— 

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) SUPPORT.—In carrying out activities 
under subsection (a)(2), the Research Com-
missioner shall support national research 
and development centers that address topics 
of importance and relevance in the field of 
education across the country and are con-
sistent with the Institute’s priorities under 
section 115.’’; 

(B) by striking paragraphs (2), (3), and (5); 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (6), and 

(7) as paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), respec-
tively; 

(D) in paragraph (2), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (C)— 

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A)— 

(I) by striking ‘‘5 additional’’ and inserting 
‘‘2 additional’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘notwithstanding section 
134(b),’’ and inserting ‘‘notwithstanding sec-
tion 114(h),’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B), by striking the 
period and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) demonstrates progress on the require-

ments of the performance management sys-
tem described in section 185.’’; 

(E) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘paragraphs 
(4) and (5)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (2)’’; 
and 

(F) by striking paragraph (4), as redesig-
nated by subparagraph (C), and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(4) DISAGGREGATION.—To the extent fea-
sible and when relevant to the research being 
conducted, research conducted under this 
subsection shall be disaggregated and cross- 
tabulated by age, race, gender, disability sta-
tus, English learner status, socioeconomic 
background, and other population character-
istics as determined by the Research Com-
missioner, so long as any reported informa-
tion does not reveal individually identifiable 
information.’’. 
SEC. 133. STANDARDS FOR CONDUCT AND EVAL-

UATION OF RESEARCH. 
Section 134 (20 U.S.C. 9534) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘based’’ 

and inserting ‘‘valid’’; and 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and wide 

dissemination activities’’ and inserting 
‘‘and, consistent with section 114(j), wide dis-
semination and utilization activities’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (b); and 
(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (b). 
PART C—NATIONAL CENTER FOR 

EDUCATION STATISTICS 
SEC. 151. ESTABLISHMENT. 

Section 151(b) (20 U.S.C. 9541(b)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘and con-
sistent with the privacy protections under 
section 183’’ after ‘‘manner’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘dis-

ability,’’ after ‘‘cultural,’’; and 
(B) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(B) is consistent with section 114(j), is rel-

evant, timely, and widely disseminated.’’. 
SEC. 152. DUTIES. 

Section 153 (20 U.S.C. 9543) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘, consistent with the privacy 
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protections under section 183,’’ after ‘‘Center 
shall’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (D) and insert-

ing the following: 
‘‘(D) secondary school graduation and com-

pletion rates, including the four-year ad-
justed cohort graduation rate (as defined in 
section 200.19(b)(1)(i)(A) of title 34, Code of 
Federal Regulations, as such section was in 
effect on November 28, 2008) and the ex-
tended-year adjusted cohort graduation rate 
(as defined in section 200.19(b)(1)(v)(A) of 
title 34, Code of Federal Regulations, as such 
section was in effect on November 28, 2008), 
and school dropout rates, and adult lit-
eracy;’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘and 
opportunity for,’’ and inserting ‘‘opportunity 
for, and completion of’’; 

(iii) by striking subparagraph (F) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(F) teaching and school leadership, in-
cluding information on teacher and school 
leader pre-service preparation, professional 
development, teacher distribution, and 
teacher and school leader evaluation;’’; 

(iv) in subparagraph (G), by inserting ‘‘and 
school leaders’’ before the semicolon; 

(v) in subparagraph (H), by inserting ‘‘, cli-
mate, and in- and out-of-school suspensions 
and expulsions’’ before ‘‘, including informa-
tion regarding’’; 

(vi) by striking subparagraph (K) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(K) the access to, and use of, technology 
to improve elementary schools and sec-
ondary schools;’’; 

(vii) in subparagraph (L), by striking ‘‘and 
opportunity for,’’ and inserting ‘‘opportunity 
for, and quality of’’; 

(viii) in subparagraph (M), by striking 
‘‘such programs during school recesses’’ and 
inserting ‘‘summer school’’; 

(ix) in subparagraph (N)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘vocational’’ and inserting 

‘‘career’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon; 
(x) in subparagraph (O), by inserting ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon; and 
(xi) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(P) access to, and opportunity for, adult 

education and literacy activities;’’; 
(C) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘when such disaggregated 

information will facilitate educational and 
policy decisionmaking’’ and inserting ‘‘so 
long as any reported information does not 
reveal individually identifiable informa-
tion’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘limited English pro-
ficiency’’ and inserting ‘‘English learner sta-
tus’’; 

(D) in paragraph (4), by inserting before 
the semicolon the following: ‘‘, and the im-
plementation (with the assistance of the De-
partment and other Federal officials who 
have statutory authority to provide assist-
ance on applicable privacy laws, regulations, 
and policies) of appropriate privacy protec-
tions’’; 

(E) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘determining voluntary 

standards and guidelines to assist’’ and in-
serting ‘‘providing technical assistance to’’; 
and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘promote linkages across 
States,’’; 

(F) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Third’’ and inserting 

‘‘Trends in’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and the Program for 

International Student Assessment’’ after 
‘‘Science Study’’; 

(G) in paragraph (7), by striking the semi-
colon and inserting the following: ‘‘and en-
suring such collections protect student pri-
vacy consistent with section 183; and’’; 

(H) by striking paragraph (8) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(8) assisting the Board in the preparation 
and dissemination of each evaluation report 
under section 116(d).’’; and 

(I) by striking paragraph (9); 
(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-

section (c); and 
(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(b) PLAN.—The Statistics Commissioner 

shall develop a plan in consultation with the 
Director and implement a plan for activities 
of the Statistics Center that— 

‘‘(1) is consistent with the priorities and 
mission of the Institute and the mission of 
the Statistics Center described in section 
151(b); 

‘‘(2) is carried out and, as appropriate, up-
dated and modified, including through the 
use of the results of the Statistic Center’s 
most recent evaluation report under section 
116(d); and 

‘‘(3) describes how the Statistics Center 
will use the performance management sys-
tem described in section 185 to assess and im-
prove the activities of the Center.’’. 
SEC. 153. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES. 

Section 154 (20 U.S.C. 9544) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘In carrying’’ and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying’’; 
(B) by inserting ‘‘to eligible applicants’’ 

after ‘‘technical assistance’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the term ‘eligible applicant’ means an 
applicant that has the ability and capacity 
to carry out activities under this part. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible applicant 

that wishes to receive a grant, or enter into 
a contract or cooperative agreement, under 
this section shall submit an application to 
the Statistics Commissioner at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Statistics Commissioner may re-
quire. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—An application submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall describe how 
the eligible applicant will address and dem-
onstrate progress on the requirements of the 
performance management system described 
in section 185, with respect to the activities 
that will be carried out under the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(A), by striking ‘‘vo-
cational and’’ and inserting ‘‘career and 
technical education programs,’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘5 years’’ 
the second place it appears and inserting ‘‘2 
years if the recipient demonstrates progress 
on the requirements of the performance 
management system described in section 185, 
with respect to the activities carried out 
under the grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement received under this section’’. 
SEC. 154. REPORTS. 

Section 155 (20 U.S.C. 9545) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘(con-

sistent with section 114(h))’’ after ‘‘review’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘2003’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2016’’. 
SEC. 155. DISSEMINATION. 

Section 156 (20 U.S.C. 9546) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 

the following: ‘‘Such projects shall adhere to 
student privacy requirements under section 
183.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end 

the following: ‘‘Before receiving access to 
educational data under this paragraph, a 
Federal agency shall describe to the Statis-
tics Center the specific research intent for 

use of the data, how access to the data may 
meet such research intent, and how the Fed-
eral agency will protect the confidentiality 
of the data consistent with the requirements 
of section 183.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and consistent with sec-

tion 183’’ after ‘‘may prescribe’’; and 
(ii) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘Before receiving access to data under this 
paragraph, an interested party shall describe 
to the Statistics Center the specific research 
intent for use of the data, how access to the 
data may meet such research intent, and 
how the party will protect the confiden-
tiality of the data consistent with the re-
quirements of section 183.’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) DENIAL AUTHORITY.—The Statistics 

Center shall have the authority to deny any 
requests for access to data under paragraph 
(1) or (2) if the data requested would be un-
necessary for or unrelated to the proposed 
research design or research intent, or if the 
request would introduce risk of a privacy 
violation or misuse of data. 

‘‘(4) APPLICABILITY OF REQUIREMENTS.—The 
requirements described under the second 
sentence of paragraph (1) and the second sen-
tence of paragraph (2) and the authority 
under paragraph (3) shall not apply to public 
use data sets.’’. 
SEC. 156. COOPERATIVE EDUCATION STATISTICS 

PARTNERSHIPS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 157 (20 U.S.C. 
9547) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘SYSTEMS’’ and inserting ‘‘PARTNERSHIPS’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘national cooperative edu-
cation statistics systems’’ and inserting ‘‘co-
operative education statistics partnerships’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘producing and maintain-
ing, with the cooperation’’ and inserting ‘‘re-
viewing and improving, with the voluntary 
participation’’; 

(4) by striking ‘‘comparable and uniform’’ 
and inserting ‘‘data quality standards, which 
may include establishing voluntary guide-
lines to standardize’’; 

(5) by striking ‘‘adult education, and li-
braries,’’ and inserting ‘‘and adult edu-
cation’’; and 

(6) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘No 
student data shall be collected by the part-
nerships established under this section, nor 
shall such partnerships establish a national 
student data system.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1 of the Act of November 
5, 2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 157 and inserting the following: 

‘‘Sec. 157. Cooperative education statistics 
partnerships.’’. 

PART D—NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDU-
CATION EVALUATION AND REGIONAL 
ASSISTANCE 

SEC. 171. ESTABLISHMENT. 
Section 171 (20 U.S.C. 9561) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (1); 
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), 

and (4) as paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), respec-
tively; 

(C) in paragraph (1), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘of such pro-
grams’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘science)’’ and inserting ‘‘and to evaluate 
the implementation of such programs’’; and 

(D) in paragraph (2), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and wide dis-
semination of results of’’ and inserting ‘‘and, 
consistent with section 114(j), the wide dis-
semination and utilization of results of all’’; 
and 

(2) by striking subsection (c). 
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SEC. 172. COMMISSIONER FOR EDUCATION EVAL-

UATION AND REGIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE. 

Section 172 (20 U.S.C. 9562) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(2) widely disseminate, consistent with 

section 114(j), all information on scientif-
ically valid research and statistics supported 
by the Institute and all scientifically valid 
education evaluations supported by the In-
stitute, particularly to State educational 
agencies and local educational agencies, to 
institutions of higher education, and to the 
public, the media, voluntary organizations, 
professional associations, and other con-
stituencies, especially with respect to the 
priorities described in section 115;’’; 

(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, consistent with section 

114(j)’’ after ‘‘timely, and efficient manner’’; 
and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘that shall include all top-
ics covered in paragraph (2)(E)’’; 

(C) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘development and dissemi-

nation’’ and inserting ‘‘development, dis-
semination, and utilization’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘the provision of technical 
assistance,’’; 

(D) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘subsection (d)’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘subsection (e)’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon; 
(E) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Director’’ and inserting 

‘‘Board’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘preparation of a biennial 

report,’’ and inserting ‘‘preparation and dis-
semination of each evaluation report’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘119; and’’ and inserting 
‘‘116(d).’’; and 

(F) by striking paragraph (7); 
(2) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘all’’ before ‘‘information 

disseminated’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘, which may include’’ and 

all that follows through ‘‘of this Act)’’; 
(3) by striking subsection (c); 
(4) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-

section (e); 
(5) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(c) PLAN.—The Evaluation and Regional 

Assistance Commissioner shall propose to 
the Director and, subject to the approval of 
the Director, implement a plan for the ac-
tivities of the National Center for Education 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance that— 

‘‘(1) is consistent with the priorities and 
mission of the Institute and the mission of 
the Center described in section 171(b); 

‘‘(2) is carried out and, as appropriate, up-
dated and modified, including through the 
use of the results of the Center’s most recent 
evaluation report under section 116(d); and 

‘‘(3) describes how the Center will use the 
performance management system described 
in section 185 to assess and improve the ac-
tivities of the Center. 

‘‘(d) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the du-
ties under this part, the Evaluation and Re-
gional Assistance Commissioner may— 

‘‘(A) award grants, contracts, or coopera-
tive agreements to eligible applicants to 
carry out the activities under this part; and 

‘‘(B) provide technical assistance. 
‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the term ‘eligible applicant’ means an 
applicant that has the ability and capacity 
to carry out activities under this part. 

‘‘(3) ENTITIES TO CONDUCT EVALUATIONS.—In 
awarding grants, contracts, or cooperative 
agreements under paragraph (1) to carry out 
activities under section 173, the Evaluation 

and Regional Assistance Commissioner shall 
make such awards to eligible applicants with 
the ability and capacity to conduct scientif-
ically valid education evaluations. 

‘‘(4) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible applicant 

that wishes to receive a grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement under paragraph (1) 
shall submit an application to the Evalua-
tion and Regional Assistance Commissioner 
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Commis-
sioner may require. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—An application submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall describe how 
the eligible applicant will address and dem-
onstrate progress on the requirements of the 
performance management system described 
in section 185, with respect to the activities 
carried out under such grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement. 

‘‘(5) DURATION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the grants, contracts, 
and cooperative agreements under paragraph 
(1) may be awarded, on a competitive basis, 
for a period of not more than 5 years, and 
may be renewed at the discretion of the 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance Com-
missioner for an additional period of not 
more than 2 years if the recipient dem-
onstrates progress on the requirements of 
the performance management system de-
scribed in section 185, with respect to the ac-
tivities carried out under the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement.’’; and 

(6) in subsection (e), as redesignated by 
paragraph (4)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘There is 
established’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘Regional Assistance’’ and inserting ‘‘The 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance Com-
missioner may establish’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by inserting ‘‘all’’ 
before ‘‘products’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (2)(B)(ii), by striking 
‘‘2002’’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘2002).’’. 
SEC. 173. EVALUATIONS. 

Section 173 (20 U.S.C. 9563) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘may’’ and inserting 
‘‘shall’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘eval-
uations’’ and inserting ‘‘high-quality evalua-
tions, including impact evaluations that use 
rigorous methodologies that permit the 
strongest possible causal inferences,’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting be-
fore the semicolon at the end the following: 
‘‘, including programs under part A of such 
title (20 U.S.C. 6311 et seq.)’’; 

(iv) by striking subparagraph (C); 
(v) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 

subparagraph (C); 
(vi) by striking subparagraphs (E) and (G); 
(vii) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as 

subparagraph (D); 
(viii) in subparagraph (D), as redesignated 

by clause (vii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
and 

(ix) by inserting after subparagraph (D), as 
redesignated by clause (vii), the following: 

‘‘(E) provide evaluation findings in an un-
derstandable, easily accessible, and usable 
format to support program improvement; 

‘‘(F) support the evaluation activities de-
scribed in section 401 of the Strengthening 
Education through Research Act that are 
carried out by the Director; and 

‘‘(G) to the extent feasible— 
‘‘(i) examine evaluations conducted or sup-

ported by others to determine the quality 
and relevance of the evidence of effectiveness 
generated by those evaluations, with the ap-
proval of the Director; 

‘‘(ii) review and supplement Federal edu-
cation program evaluations, particularly 
such evaluations by the Department, to de-
termine or enhance the quality and rel-
evance of the evidence generated by those 
evaluations; 

‘‘(iii) conduct implementation evaluations 
that promote continuous improvement and 
inform policymaking; 

‘‘(iv) evaluate the short- and long-term ef-
fects and cost efficiencies across programs 
assisted or authorized under Federal law and 
administrated by the Department; and 

‘‘(v) synthesize the results of evaluation 
studies for and across Federal education pro-
grams, policies, and practices.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod and inserting ‘‘under section 114(h); 
and’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) be widely disseminated, consistent 

with section 114(j).’’; and 
(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘con-

tracts’’ and inserting ‘‘grants, contracts, or 
cooperative agreements’’. 

SEC. 174. REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL LABORA-
TORIES FOR RESEARCH, DEVELOP-
MENT, DISSEMINATION, AND EVAL-
UATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 174 (20 U.S.C. 
9564) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE’’ and inserting ‘‘EVAL-
UATION’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘The Director’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘Except as provided in subsection (e)(8), 
the Evaluation and Regional Assistance 
Commissioner’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘contracts’’ and inserting 
‘‘grants, contracts, or cooperative agree-
ments’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘The Director’’ and insert-

ing the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Evaluation and Re-

gional Assistance Commissioner’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘contracts under this sec-

tion with research organizations, institu-
tions, agencies, institutions of higher edu-
cation,’’ and inserting ‘‘grants, contracts, or 
cooperative agreements under this section 
with public or private, nonprofit or for-profit 
research organizations, other organizations, 
or institutions of higher education,’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘or individuals,’’; 
(D) by striking ‘‘, including regional enti-

ties’’ and all that follows through ‘‘107– 
110))’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the term ‘eligible applicant’ means an 
entity described in paragraph (1).’’; 

(4) by striking subsections (d) through (j) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(d) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) SUBMISSION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible applicant 

desiring a grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement under this section shall submit an 
application at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Eval-
uation and Regional Assistance Commis-
sioner may reasonably require. 

‘‘(B) INPUT.—To ensure that applications 
submitted under this paragraph are reflec-
tive of the needs of the regions to be served, 
each eligible applicant submitting such an 
application shall seek input from State edu-
cational agencies and local educational 
agencies in the region that the award will 
serve, and other individuals with knowledge 
of the region’s needs. 

‘‘(2) PLAN.— 
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‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each application sub-

mitted under paragraph (1) shall contain a 
plan for the activities of the regional edu-
cational laboratory to be established under 
this section, which shall be updated, modi-
fied, and improved, as appropriate, on an on-
going basis, including by using the results of 
the laboratory’s interim evaluation under 
subsection (i)(3). 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—A plan described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall address— 

‘‘(i) the priorities for applied research, de-
velopment, evaluations, and wide dissemina-
tion established under section 207; 

‘‘(ii) the needs of State educational agen-
cies and local educational agencies, on an 
ongoing basis, using available State and 
local data; and 

‘‘(iii) if available, demonstrated support 
from State educational agencies and local 
educational agencies in the region, such as 
letters of support or signed memoranda of 
understanding. 

‘‘(3) NON-FEDERAL SUPPORT.—In conducting 
a competition for grants, contracts, or coop-
erative agreements under subsection (a), the 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance Com-
missioner shall give priority to eligible ap-
plicants that will provide a portion of non- 
Federal funds to maximize support for ac-
tivities of the regional educational labora-
tories to be established under this section. 

‘‘(e) AWARDING GRANTS, CONTRACTS, OR CO-
OPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) ASSURANCES.—In awarding grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements under this 
section, the Evaluation and Regional Assist-
ance Commissioner shall— 

‘‘(A) make such an award for not more 
than a 5-year period; 

‘‘(B) ensure that regional educational lab-
oratories established under this section have 
strong and effective governance, organiza-
tion, management, and administration, and 
employ qualified staff; and 

‘‘(C) ensure that each such laboratory has 
the flexibility to respond in a timely fashion 
to the needs of the laboratory’s region, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(i) through using the results of the lab-
oratory’s interim evaluation under sub-
section (i)(3) to improve and modify the ac-
tivities of the laboratory before the end of 
the award period; and 

‘‘(ii) through sharing preliminary results 
of the laboratory’s research, as appropriate, 
to increase the relevance and usefulness of 
the research. 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION.—To ensure coordina-
tion and prevent unnecessary duplication of 
activities among the regions, the Evaluation 
and Regional Assistance Commissioner 
shall— 

‘‘(A) share information about the activities 
of each regional educational laboratory with 
each other regional educational laboratory, 
the Department, the Director, and the Na-
tional Board for Education Sciences; 

‘‘(B) ensure, where appropriate, that the 
activities of each regional educational lab-
oratory established under this section also 
serve national interests; 

‘‘(C) ensure each such regional educational 
laboratory establishes strong partnerships 
among practitioners, policymakers, re-
searchers, and others, so that such partner-
ships are continued in the absence of Federal 
support; and 

‘‘(D) enable, where appropriate, for such a 
laboratory to work in a region being served 
by another laboratory or to carry out a 
project that extends beyond the region 
served by the laboratory. 

‘‘(3) COLLABORATION WITH TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE PROVIDERS.—Each regional edu-
cational laboratory established under this 
section shall, on an ongoing basis, coordi-
nate its activities, collaborate, and regularly 

exchange information with the comprehen-
sive centers (established in section 203) in 
the region in which the laboratory is lo-
cated, and with comprehensive centers lo-
cated outside of its region, as appropriate. 

‘‘(4) OUTREACH.—In conducting competi-
tions for grants, contracts, or cooperative 
agreements under this section, the Evalua-
tion and Regional Assistance Commissioner 
shall— 

‘‘(A) by making information and technical 
assistance relating to the competition wide-
ly available, actively encourage eligible ap-
plicants to compete for such an award; and 

‘‘(B) seek input from the chief executive 
officers of States, chief State school officers, 
educators, parents, superintendents, and 
other individuals with knowledge of the 
needs of the regions to be served by the 
awards, regarding— 

‘‘(i) the needs in the regions for applied re-
search, evaluation, development, and wide- 
dissemination activities authorized by this 
title; and 

‘‘(ii) how such needs may be addressed 
most effectively. 

‘‘(5) PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT.—Before 
the Evaluation and Regional Assistance 
Commissioner awards a grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement under this section, 
the Director shall establish measurable per-
formance indicators for assessing the ongo-
ing progress and performance of the regional 
educational laboratories established with 
such awards that address the requirements 
of the performance management system de-
scribed in section 185. 

‘‘(6) STANDARDS.—The Evaluation and Re-
gional Assistance Commissioner shall adhere 
to the Institute’s system for technical and 
peer review under section 114(h) in reviewing 
the applied research activities and research- 
based reports of the regional educational 
laboratories. 

‘‘(7) REQUIRED CONSIDERATION.—In deter-
mining whether to award a grant, contract, 
or cooperative agreement under this sec-
tion— 

‘‘(A) to an eligible applicant that pre-
viously established a regional educational 
laboratory under this section, the Evalua-
tion and Regional Assistance Commissioner 
shall— 

‘‘(i) consider the results of such labora-
tory’s summative evaluation under sub-
section (i)(2), or, if not available, any in-
terim evaluation findings under subsection 
(i)(3); and 

‘‘(ii) ensure that only such laboratories de-
termined effective in their relevant interim 
or summative evaluations, as described in 
subsection (i), are eligible to receive a new 
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement; 
and 

‘‘(B) to any eligible applicant, the Evalua-
tion and Regional Assistance Commissioner 
shall ensure that such applicant has— 

‘‘(i) a history of effectiveness in conducting 
high-quality applied research; and 

‘‘(ii) the capacity to meet the measurable 
performance indicators established under 
paragraph (5). 

‘‘(8) FLEXIBILITY IN LABORATORY NUMBER.— 
‘‘(A) DETERMINATION.—The Evaluation and 

Regional Assistance Commissioner, in con-
sultation with the regional educational lab-
oratory advisory boards described in sub-
section (h), may determine that establishing 
10 regional educational laboratories is un-
necessary, as required in subsection (a), and 
grant an alternative number of awards or re-
organize such laboratories, which may in-
clude not basing the awards on the regions 
described in subsection (b), if— 

‘‘(i) an insufficient number of regional edu-
cational laboratories are meeting the needs 
of the regions described in subsection (b), as 
determined by the Commissioner; 

‘‘(ii) an insufficient number of laboratories 
are meeting the measurable performance in-
dicators established under paragraph (5), as 
determined by the Commissioner and the 
most recent interim or summative evalua-
tion under subsection (i); or 

‘‘(iii) an insufficient number of eligible ap-
plicants have the capacity to meet the meas-
urable performance indicators established 
under paragraph (5), as determined by the 
Commissioner. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—If the Evaluation and 
Regional Assistance Commissioner uses the 
determination authority described in sub-
paragraph (A), there shall be no more than 10 
regional educational laboratories estab-
lished. 

‘‘(f) MISSION.—Each regional educational 
laboratory established under this section 
shall— 

‘‘(1) conduct applied research, develop-
ment, data analysis, and evaluation activi-
ties with State educational agencies, local 
educational agencies, and, as appropriate, 
schools funded by the Bureau; 

‘‘(2) widely disseminate such work, con-
sistent with section 114(j); and 

‘‘(3) develop the capacity of State edu-
cational agencies, local educational agen-
cies, and, as appropriate, schools funded by 
the Bureau to carry out the activities de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

‘‘(g) ACTIVITIES.—To carry out the mission 
described in subsection (f), each regional 
educational laboratory established under 
this section shall carry out the following ac-
tivities: 

‘‘(1) Conduct, widely disseminate, and pro-
mote utilization of applied research, develop-
ment activities, evaluations, data analysis, 
and other scientifically valid research. 

‘‘(2) Develop and improve the plan for the 
laboratory under subsection (d)(2) for serving 
the region of the laboratory, and as appro-
priate, national needs, on an ongoing basis, 
which shall include seeking input and incor-
porating feedback from the representatives 
of State educational agencies and local edu-
cational agencies in the region, and other in-
dividuals with knowledge of the region’s 
needs. 

‘‘(3) Ensure research and related products 
are relevant and responsive to the needs of 
the region. 

‘‘(h) REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL LABORATORY 
ADVISORY BOARD.— 

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Each regional edu-
cational laboratory established under this 
section may establish an advisory board that 
shall support the priorities of such labora-
tory. 

‘‘(2) DUTIES.—Each advisory board estab-
lished under paragraph (1) shall advise the 
regional educational laboratory— 

‘‘(A) concerning the activities described in 
subsection (g); 

‘‘(B) on strategies for monitoring and ad-
dressing the educational needs of the region, 
on an ongoing basis, and as appropriate, na-
tional needs; 

‘‘(C) on maintaining a high standard of 
quality in the performance of the labora-
tory’s activities, especially in meeting the 
measurable performance indicators estab-
lished under subsection (e)(5); 

‘‘(D) on carrying out the laboratory’s du-
ties in a manner that promotes progress to-
ward improving student academic achieve-
ment; 

‘‘(E) on the activities undertaken by the 
comprehensive center in the region, other 
centers, as appropriate, and other labora-
tories to align the work of such entities, re-
duce redundancy, and increase collaboration 
and resource-sharing in such activities; and 

‘‘(F) on joint activities with other com-
prehensive centers or laboratories that 
would meet the needs of multiple regions. 
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‘‘(3) COMPOSITION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each advisory board 

shall— 
‘‘(i) not exceed 25 members; 
‘‘(ii) include the chief State school officer, 

or such officer’s designee, or other State offi-
cial, of States within the region of the lab-
oratory who have primary responsibility 
under State law for elementary and sec-
ondary education in the State; 

‘‘(iii) include representatives of local edu-
cational agencies, including rural and urban 
local educational agencies, that represent 
the geographic diversity of the region; 

‘‘(iv) include researchers; and 
‘‘(v) include not less than 1 representative 

from an advisory board of a comprehensive 
center serving the region, if applicable. 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBILITY.—The membership of each 
regional educational laboratory advisory 
board may include the following: 

‘‘(i) Representatives of institutions of 
higher education. 

‘‘(ii) Parents. 
‘‘(iii) Practicing educators, including class-

room teachers, school leaders, administra-
tors, school board members, and other local 
school officials. 

‘‘(iv) Representatives of business. 
‘‘(v) Policymakers. 
‘‘(4) RECOMMENDATIONS.—In choosing indi-

viduals for membership on a regional edu-
cational laboratory advisory board, the re-
gional educational laboratory shall consult 
with, and solicit recommendations from, the 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance Com-
missioner, the chief executive officers of 
States, chief State school officers, local edu-
cational agencies, and other education 
stakeholders within the applicable region. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE.—The total number of 
members on each regional educational lab-
oratory advisory board who are selected 
under clauses (ii) and (iii) of paragraph 
(3)(A), in the aggregate, shall exceed the 
total number of members who are selected 
under paragraph (3)(B), collectively. 

‘‘(i) EVALUATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Evaluation and Re-

gional Assistance Commissioner shall— 
‘‘(A) provide for ongoing summative and 

interim evaluations described in paragraphs 
(2) and (3), respectively, of each of the re-
gional educational laboratories established 
under this section in carrying out the full 
range of duties described in this section; and 

‘‘(B) transmit the results of such evalua-
tions, through appropriate means, to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the Di-
rector, and the public. 

‘‘(2) SUMMATIVE EVALUATIONS.—The Eval-
uation and Regional Assistance Commis-
sioner shall ensure each regional educational 
laboratory established under this section is 
evaluated by an independent entity at the 
end of the period of the grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement that established such 
laboratory, and such evaluation shall— 

‘‘(A) be completed in a timely fashion; 
‘‘(B) assess how well the laboratory is 

meeting the measurable performance indica-
tors established under subsection (e)(5); and 

‘‘(C) consider the extent to which the lab-
oratory ensures that the activities of such 
laboratory are relevant and useful to the 
work of State and local practitioners and 
policymakers. 

‘‘(3) INTERIM EVALUATIONS.—The Evalua-
tion and Regional Assistance Commissioner 
shall ensure each regional educational lab-
oratory established under this section is 
evaluated at the midpoint of the period of 
the grant, contract, or cooperative agree-
ment that established such laboratory, and 
such evaluation shall— 

‘‘(A) assess how well such laboratory is 
meeting the performance indicators de-
scribed in subsection (e)(5); and 

‘‘(B) be used to improve the effectiveness 
of such laboratory in carrying out its plan 
under subsection (d)(2). 

‘‘(j) CONTINUATION OF AWARDS; RECOMPETI-
TION.— 

‘‘(1) CONTINUATION OF AWARDS.—The Eval-
uation and Regional Assistance Commis-
sioner shall continue awards made to each 
eligible applicant for the support of regional 
educational laboratories established under 
this section prior to the date of enactment of 
the Strengthening Education through Re-
search Act, as such awards were in effect on 
the day before the date of enactment of such 
Act, for the duration of those awards, in ac-
cordance with the terms and agreements of 
such awards. 

‘‘(2) RECOMPETITION.—Not later than the 
end of the period of the awards described in 
paragraph (1), the Evaluation and Regional 
Assistance Commissioner shall— 

‘‘(A) hold a competition to make grants, 
contracts, or cooperative agreements under 
this section to eligible applicants, which 
may include eligible applicants that held 
awards described in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(B) in determining whether to select an 
eligible applicant that held an award de-
scribed in paragraph (1) for an award under 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, consider 
the results of the summative evaluation 
under subsection (i)(2) of the laboratory es-
tablished with the eligible applicant’s award 
described in paragraph (1).’’; 

(5) by striking subsection (l); 
(6) by redesignating subsections (m), (n), 

and (o) as subsections (l), (m), and (n), re-
spectively; 

(7) in subsection (l), as redesignated by 
paragraph (6), by inserting ‘‘and local’’ after 
‘‘achieve State’’; 

(8) by striking subsection (m), as redesig-
nated by paragraph (6), and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(m) ANNUAL REPORT.—Each regional edu-
cational laboratory established under this 
section shall submit to the Evaluation and 
Regional Assistance Commissioner an an-
nual report containing such information as 
the Commissioner may require, but which 
shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

‘‘(1) A summary of the laboratory’s activi-
ties and products developed during the pre-
vious year. 

‘‘(2) A listing of the State educational 
agencies, local educational agencies, and 
schools the laboratory assisted during the 
previous year. 

‘‘(3) Using the measurable performance in-
dicators established under subsection (e)(5), 
a description of how well the laboratory is 
meeting educational needs of the region 
served by the laboratory. 

‘‘(4) Any changes to the laboratory’s plan 
under subsection (d)(2) to improve its activi-
ties in the remaining years of the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement.’’; and 

(9) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(o) APPROPRIATIONS RESERVATION.—Of the 
amounts appropriated under section 194(a), 
the Evaluation and Regional Assistance 
Commissioner shall reserve 16.13 percent of 
such funds to carry out this section, of which 
the Commissioner shall use not less than 25 
percent to serve rural areas (including 
schools funded by the Bureau which are lo-
cated in rural areas).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1 of the Act of November 
5, 2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 174 and inserting the following: 

‘‘Sec. 174. Regional educational laboratories 
for research, development, dis-
semination, and evaluation.’’. 

PART E—NATIONAL CENTER FOR SPECIAL 
EDUCATION RESEARCH 

SEC. 175. ESTABLISHMENT. 
Section 175(b) (20 U.S.C. 9567(b)) is amend-

ed— 
(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and chil-

dren’’ and inserting ‘‘children, and youth’’; 
(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(3) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) to promote quality and integrity 

through the use of accepted practices of sci-
entific inquiry to obtain knowledge and un-
derstanding of the validity of education 
theories, practices, or conditions with re-
spect to special education research and eval-
uation described in paragraphs (1) through 
(3); and 

‘‘(5) to promote scientifically valid re-
search findings in special education that 
may provide the basis for improving aca-
demic instruction and lifelong learning.’’. 
SEC. 176. COMMISSIONER FOR SPECIAL EDU-

CATION RESEARCH. 
Section 176 (20 U.S.C. 9567a) is amended by 

inserting ‘‘and youth’’ after ‘‘children’’. 
SEC. 177. DUTIES. 

Section 177 (20 U.S.C. 9567b) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘and 

youth’’ after ‘‘children’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘scientif-

ically based educational practices’’ and in-
serting ‘‘educational practices, including the 
use of technology based on scientifically 
valid research,’’; 

(C) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘scientifically based’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘are based on scientif-

ically valid research and’’ after ‘‘interven-
tions that’’; 

(D) in paragraph (10), by inserting before 
the semicolon the following: ‘‘, including 
how secondary school credentials are related 
to postsecondary and employment out-
comes’’; 

(E) by redesignating paragraphs (11) 
through (15) and paragraphs (16) and (17) as 
paragraphs (12) through (16), respectively, 
and paragraphs (18) and (19), respectively; 

(F) by inserting after paragraph (10), the 
following: 

‘‘(11) examine the participation and out-
comes of students with disabilities in sec-
ondary and postsecondary career and tech-
nical education programs;’’; 

(G) in paragraph (14), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E), by inserting ‘‘and profes-
sional development’’ after ‘‘preparation’’; 

(H) in paragraph (16), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘help parents’’ 
and inserting ‘‘examine the methods by 
which parents may’’; 

(I) by inserting after paragraph (16), as re-
designated by subparagraph (E), the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(17) assist the Board in the preparation 
and dissemination of each evaluation report 
under section 116(d);’’; 

(J) in paragraph (18), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(K) by striking paragraph (19), as redesig-
nated by subparagraph (E), and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(19) examine the needs of children with 
disabilities who are English learners, are 
gifted and talented, or have other unique 
learning needs; and’’; and 

(L) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(20) examine innovations in the field of 

special education, such as multi-tiered sys-
tems of support.’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)— 
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(i) by inserting ‘‘for the activities of the 

Special Education Research Center’’ after ‘‘a 
research plan’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘Services, that—’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Services, and, subject to the ap-
proval of the Director, implement the re-
search plan. The research plan shall be a 
plan that—’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘de-
scribed in section 175(b)’’ after ‘‘Center’’; 

(C) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) is carried out, and, as appropriate, up-
dated and modified, including by using the 
results of the Special Education Research 
Center’s most recent evaluation report under 
section 116(d);’’; 

(D) by striking paragraph (5); 
(E) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), 

and (6) as paragraphs (4), (5), and (7), respec-
tively; 

(F) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) provides for research that addresses 
significant questions of practice where such 
research is lacking;’’; 

(G) in paragraph (5), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘and types of 
children with’’ and inserting ‘‘, student sub-
groups, and types of’’; and 

(H) by inserting after paragraph (5), as re-
designated by subparagraph (E), the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(6) describes how the Special Education 
Research Center will use the performance 
management system described in section 185 
to assess and improve the activities of the 
Center; and’’; 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Direc-

tor’’ and inserting ‘‘Special Education Re-
search Commissioner’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(3) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible applicant 

that wishes to receive a grant, or enter into 
a contract or cooperative agreement, under 
this section shall submit an application to 
the Special Education Research Commis-
sioner at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Special 
Education Research Commissioner may re-
quire. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—An application submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall describe how 
the eligible applicant will address and dem-
onstrate progress on the requirements of the 
performance management system described 
in section 185, with respect to the activities 
that will be carried out under such grant, 
contract, or cooperative agreement.’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) DURATION.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the grants, contracts, 
and cooperative agreements under this sec-
tion may be awarded or entered into, on a 
competitive basis, for a period of not more 
than 5 years, and may be renewed at the dis-
cretion of the Special Education Research 
Commissioner for an additional period of not 
more than 2 years if the recipient dem-
onstrates progress on the requirements of 
the performance management system de-
scribed in section 185, with respect to the ac-
tivities carried out under the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement received or 
entered into under this section.’’; 

(4) by striking subsection (e) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(e) DISSEMINATION.—The Special Edu-
cation Research Center shall synthesize and, 
consistent with section 114(j), widely dis-
seminate and promote utilization of the find-
ings and results of special education research 
conducted or supported by the Special Edu-
cation Research Center.’’; and 

(5) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘part such 
sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal 
years 2005 through 2010.’’ and inserting the 
following: ‘‘part— 

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 2016, $54,000,000; 
‘‘(2) for fiscal year 2017, $55,242,000; 
‘‘(3) for fiscal year 2018, $56,512,566; 
‘‘(4) for fiscal year 2019, $57,812,355; 
‘‘(5) for fiscal year 2020, $59,142,039; and 
‘‘(6) for fiscal year 2021, $66,922,118.’’. 

PART F—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 181. PROHIBITIONS. 

Section 182 (20 U.S.C. 9572) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘specific 

academic achievement or content standards 
or assessments,’’ after ‘‘the curriculum,’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘an ele-
mentary school or secondary school’’ and in-
serting ‘‘early education, or in an elemen-
tary school, secondary school, or institution 
of higher education’’. 
SEC. 182. CONFIDENTIALITY. 

Section 183 (20 U.S.C. 9573) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘their families, and infor-

mation with respect to individual schools,’’ 
and inserting ‘‘and their families’’; and 

(B) by inserting before the period at the 
end the following: ‘‘, and that any disclosed 
information with respect to individual 
schools not reveal such individually identifi-
able information’’; 

(2) in subsection (d)(2), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding voluntary and uncompensated serv-
ices under section 190’’ after ‘‘providing serv-
ices’’; and 

(3) in subsection (e)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and 
Director’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 
SEC. 183. AVAILABILITY OF DATA. 

Section 184 (20 U.S.C. 9574) is amended by 
striking ‘‘use of the Internet’’ and inserting 
‘‘electronic means, such as posting in an eas-
ily accessible manner on the Institute’s 
website’’. 
SEC. 184. PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT. 

Section 185 (20 U.S.C. 9575) is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 185. PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT. 

‘‘The Director shall establish a system for 
managing the performance of all activities 
authorized under this title to promote con-
tinuous improvement of the activities and to 
ensure the effective use of Federal funds by— 

‘‘(1) developing and using measurable per-
formance indicators, including timelines, to 
evaluate and improve the effectiveness of the 
activities; 

‘‘(2) using the performance indicators de-
scribed in paragraph (1) to inform funding 
decisions, including the awarding and con-
tinuation of all grants, contracts, and coop-
erative agreements under this title; 

‘‘(3) establishing and improving formal 
feedback mechanisms to— 

‘‘(A) anticipate and meet stakeholder 
needs; and 

‘‘(B) incorporate, on an ongoing basis, the 
feedback of such stakeholders into the ac-
tivities authorized under this title; and 

‘‘(4) promoting the wide dissemination and 
utilization, consistent with section 114(j), of 
all information, products, and publications 
of the Institute.’’. 
SEC. 185. AUTHORITY TO PUBLISH. 

Section 186(b) (20 U.S.C. 9576(b)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘any information to be published 
under this section before publication’’ and 
inserting ‘‘any publication under this section 
before the public release of such publica-
tion’’. 
SEC. 186. REPEALS. 

(a) REPEALS.—Sections 187 (20 U.S.C. 9577) 
and 193 (20 U.S.C. 9583) are repealed. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The table 
of contents in section 1 of the Act of Novem-

ber 5, 2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), 
is amended by striking the items relating to 
sections 187 and 193. 
SEC. 187. FELLOWSHIPS. 

Section 189 (20 U.S.C. 9579) is amended— 
(1) by inserting ‘‘and the mission of each 

National Education Center authorized under 
this title’’ after ‘‘related to education’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘historically Black colleges 
and universities’’ and inserting ‘‘minority- 
serving institutions’’. 
SEC. 188. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 194 (20 U.S.C. 9584) is amended— 
(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to 

be appropriated to administer and carry out 
this title (except part E)— 

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 2016, $337,343,000; 
‘‘(2) for fiscal year 2017, $345,101,889; 
‘‘(3) for fiscal year 2018, $353,039,232; 
‘‘(4) for fiscal year 2019, $361,159,135; 
‘‘(5) for fiscal year 2020, $369,465,795; and 
‘‘(6) for fiscal year 2021, $376,225,846.’’; and 
(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(b) RESERVATIONS.—Of the amounts ap-

propriated under subsection (a) for each fis-
cal year— 

‘‘(1) not less than the amount provided to 
the National Center for Education Statistics 
(as such Center was in existence on the day 
before the date of enactment of the 
Strengthening Education through Research 
Act) for fiscal year 2015 shall be provided to 
the National Center for Education Statistics, 
as authorized under part C; and 

‘‘(2) not more than the lesser of 2 percent 
of such appropriated amounts or $2,000,000 
shall be made available to carry out section 
116 (relating to the National Board for Edu-
cation Sciences).’’. 
PART G—TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING 

AMENDMENTS 
SEC. 191. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENTS TO OTHER LAWS. 
(a) CARL D. PERKINS CAREER AND TECH-

NICAL EDUCATION ACT OF 2006.—Section 3(25) 
of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 
Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302(25)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘using scientifically 
based research standards, as defined in sec-
tion 102’’ and inserting ‘‘in accordance with 
the principles of scientific research, as de-
fined in section 102’’. 

(b) ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
ACT OF 1965.—Section 9529(b) of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 7909(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 153(a)(5)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
153(a)(6)’’. 

(c) INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDU-
CATION ACT.—Section 681(a)(1) of the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (20 
U.S.C. 1481(a)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 178(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
177(c)’’. 

TITLE II—EDUCATIONAL TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

SEC. 201. REFERENCES. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided, 

whenever in this title an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of the Edu-
cational Technical Assistance Act of 2002 (20 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 
SEC. 202. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 202 (20 U.S.C. 9601) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-

graph (3); and 
(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(2) SCHOOL LEADER.—The term ‘school 

leader’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 102.’’. 
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SEC. 203. COMPREHENSIVE CENTERS. 

Section 203 (20 U.S.C. 9602) is amended— 
(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3) 

and except as provided in subsection (b)(5), 
the Secretary shall award 17 grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements to eligible 
applicants to establish comprehensive cen-
ters. 

‘‘(2) MISSION.—The mission of the com-
prehensive centers is to provide State edu-
cational agencies and local educational 
agencies technical assistance, analysis, and 
training to build their capacity in imple-
menting the requirements of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and other Federal edu-
cation laws, and research-based practices. 

‘‘(3) REGIONS.—In awarding grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary— 

‘‘(A) shall establish at least one com-
prehensive center for each of the 10 geo-
graphic regions served by the regional edu-
cational laboratories established under sec-
tion 941(h) of the Educational Research, De-
velopment, Dissemination, and Improvement 
Act of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 6041(h)) (as such provi-
sion existed on the day before the date of en-
actment of this Act); 

‘‘(B) may establish additional comprehen-
sive centers— 

‘‘(i) for one or more of the regions de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); or 

‘‘(ii) to serve the Nation as a whole by pro-
viding technical assistance on a particular 
content area of importance to the Nation, as 
determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(C) may make such arrangements as the 
Secretary determines necessary to ensure 
that the Bureau of Indian Education and 
States or local educational agencies serving 
significant numbers of American Indian, 
Alaska Native, or Native Hawaiian students 
have access to services provided under this 
section. 

‘‘(4) NATION.—In the case of a comprehen-
sive center established to serve the Nation as 
described in paragraph (3)(B)(ii), the Nation 
shall be considered to be a region served by 
such Center. 

‘‘(5) AWARD PERIOD.—A grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement under this section 
may be awarded, on a competitive basis, for 
a period of not more than 5 years. 

‘‘(6) RESPONSIVENESS.—The Secretary shall 
ensure that each comprehensive center es-
tablished under this section has the ability 
to respond in a timely fashion to the needs of 
State educational agencies and local edu-
cational agencies, including through using 
the results of the center’s interim evaluation 
under section 204(c), to improve and modify 
the activities of the center before the end of 
the award period.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, contracts, or cooperative 

agreements’’ after ‘‘Grants’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘research organizations, in-

stitutions, agencies, institutions of higher 
education,’’ and inserting ‘‘public or private, 
nonprofit or for-profit research organiza-
tions, other organizations, or institutions of 
higher education,’’; 

(iii) by striking ‘‘, or individuals,’’; 
(iv) by striking ‘‘subsection (f)’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘subsection (e)’’; and 
(v) by striking ‘‘, including regional’’ and 

all that follows through ‘‘107–110))’’; and 
(B) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(2) OUTREACH.—In conducting competi-

tions for grants, contracts, or cooperative 
agreements under this section, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(A) by making widely available informa-
tion and technical assistance relating to the 
competition, actively encourage eligible ap-
plicants to compete for such awards; and 

‘‘(B) seek input from chief executive offi-
cers of States, chief State school officers, 
educators, parents, superintendents, and 
other individuals with knowledge of the 
needs of the regions to be served by the 
awards, regarding— 

‘‘(i) the needs in the regions for technical 
assistance authorized under this title; and 

‘‘(ii) how such needs may be addressed 
most effectively. 

‘‘(3) PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT.—Before 
awarding a grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement under this section, the Secretary 
shall establish measurable performance indi-
cators to be used to assess the ongoing 
progress and performance of the comprehen-
sive centers to be established under this title 
that address paragraphs (1) through (3) of the 
performance management system described 
in section 185. 

‘‘(4) REQUIRED CONSIDERATION.—In deter-
mining whether to award or enter into a 
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
under this section— 

‘‘(A) to an eligible applicant that pre-
viously established a comprehensive center 
under this section, the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) consider the results of such center’s 
summative evaluation under section 204(b) 
or, if not available, any interim evaluation 
results under section 204(c); and 

‘‘(ii) ensure that only centers determined 
effective in the centers’ relevant interim or 
summative evaluations, as described in sec-
tion 204, are eligible to receive a new grant, 
contract, or cooperative agreement; and 

‘‘(B) to any eligible applicant, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that such applicant has— 

‘‘(i) a history of effectiveness in providing 
high-quality technical assistance; and 

‘‘(ii) the capacity to meet the measurable 
performance indicators established under 
paragraph (3). 

‘‘(5) FLEXIBILITY IN COMPREHENSIVE CENTER 
NUMBER.— 

‘‘(A) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary, in 
consultation with the comprehensive center 
advisory boards described in subsection (f), 
may determine that establishing 17 com-
prehensive centers under this section is un-
necessary, as required in subsection (a)(1), 
and grant an alternative number of awards 
or reorganize such centers, which may in-
clude organizing the centers around content 
area instead of by the regions described in 
subsection (a)(3), if— 

‘‘(i) an insufficient number of such com-
prehensive centers are meeting the needs of 
the regions described in paragraphs (3) and 
(4) of subsection (a), as determined by the 
Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) an insufficient number of such com-
prehensive centers are meeting the measur-
able performance indicators established 
under paragraph (3), as determined by the 
Secretary and the most recent interim or 
summative evaluation under section 204; or 

‘‘(iii) an insufficient number of eligible ap-
plicants have the capacity to meet the meas-
urable performance indicators established 
under paragraph (3), as determined by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not 
use the determination authority described in 
subparagraph (A) to establish more than 17 
comprehensive centers under this section. 

‘‘(6) CONTINUATION OF AWARDS.— 
‘‘(A) CONTINUATION OF AWARDS.—The Sec-

retary shall continue awards made to each 
eligible applicant for the support of com-
prehensive centers established under this 
section prior to the date of enactment of the 
Strengthening Education through Research 
Act, as such awards were in effect on the day 

before the date of enactment of such Act, for 
the duration of those awards, in accordance 
with the terms and agreements of such 
awards. 

‘‘(B) RECOMPETITION.—Not later than the 
end of the period of the awards described in 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) hold a competition to make grants, 
contracts, or cooperative agreements under 
this section to eligible applicants, which 
may include eligible applicants that held 
awards described in subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(ii) in determining whether to select an 
eligible applicant that held an award de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) for an award 
under clause (i) of this subparagraph, con-
sider the results of the summative evalua-
tion under section 204(b) of the center estab-
lished with the eligible applicant’s award de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(7) ELIGIBLE APPLICANT DEFINED.—For 
purposes of this section, the term ‘eligible 
applicant’ means an entity described in para-
graph (1).’’; 

(3) by striking subsection (c) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(c) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) SUBMISSION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible applicant 

seeking a grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement under this section shall submit an 
application at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such additional information 
as the Secretary may reasonably require. 

‘‘(B) INPUT.—To ensure that applications 
submitted under this paragraph are reflec-
tive of the needs of the regions to be served, 
each eligible applicant submitting such an 
application shall seek input from— 

‘‘(i) State educational agencies and local 
educational agencies in the region that the 
award will serve; and 

‘‘(ii) other individuals with knowledge of 
the region’s needs. 

‘‘(2) PLAN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each application sub-

mitted under paragraph (1) shall contain a 
plan for the comprehensive center to be es-
tablished under this section, which shall be 
updated, modified, and improved, as appro-
priate, on an ongoing basis, including by 
using the results of the center’s interim 
evaluation under section 204(c). 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—A plan described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall address— 

‘‘(i) the priorities for technical assistance 
established under section 207; 

‘‘(ii) the needs of State educational agen-
cies and local educational agencies, on an 
ongoing basis, using available State and 
local data, including how the needs of 
schools identified for improvement and 
schools and local educational agencies with 
a high percentage or number of low-income 
students will be prioritized and served; and 

‘‘(iii) if available, demonstrated support 
from State educational agencies and local 
educational agencies, such as letters of sup-
port or signed memoranda of understanding. 

‘‘(3) NON-FEDERAL SUPPORT.—In conducting 
a competition for grants, contracts, or coop-
erative agreements under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall give priority to eligible ap-
plicants that will provide a portion of non- 
Federal funds to maximize support for ac-
tivities of the comprehensive centers to be 
established under this section.’’; 

(4) in subsection (d), by inserting ‘‘the 
number of low-performing schools in the re-
gion,’’ after ‘‘economically disadvantaged 
students,’’; 

(5) by striking subsections (e), (g), and (h); 
(6) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-

section (e); 
(7) in subsection (e), as redesignated by 

paragraph (6)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
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(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘support dissemination and 
technical assistance activities by’’ and in-
serting ‘‘support State educational agencies 
and local educational agencies, including 
by’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and other 

Federal education laws’’ before the semi-
colon; 

(II) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) in the matter preceding subclause (I), 

by striking ‘‘and assessment tools’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, assessment tools, and other edu-
cational strategies’’; 

(bb) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘mathe-
matics, science,’’ and inserting ‘‘mathe-
matics and science, which may include com-
puter science or engineering,’’; and 

(cc) in subclause (III), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding innovative tools and methods’’ be-
fore the semicolon; and 

(III) by striking clause (iii) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(iii) the replication and adaptation of ex-
emplary practices and innovative methods 
that have an evidence base of effectiveness; 
and’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘, consistent with section 

114(j),’’ after ‘‘disseminating’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘(as described’’ and all that 

follows through ‘‘is located’’; and 
(iv) by striking subparagraph (C) and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(C) ensuring activities carried out under 

this section are relevant and responsive to 
the needs of the region being served.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, on an ongoing basis,’’ 

after ‘‘this section shall’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘in which the center is lo-

cated’’ and inserting ‘‘served by the center 
or other regional educational laboratories or 
comprehensive centers, as appropriate’’; and 

(8) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(f) COMPREHENSIVE CENTER ADVISORY 

BOARD.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Each comprehensive 

center established under this section may es-
tablish an advisory board that shall support 
the priorities of such center. 

‘‘(2) DUTIES.—Each advisory board estab-
lished under paragraph (1) shall advise the 
comprehensive center— 

‘‘(A) concerning the activities described in 
subsection (e); 

‘‘(B) on strategies for monitoring and ad-
dressing the educational needs of the region 
being served on an ongoing basis and, as ap-
propriate, national needs; 

‘‘(C) on maintaining a high standard of 
quality in the performance of the center’s 
activities, especially in meeting the measur-
able performance indicators established 
under subsection (b)(3); 

‘‘(D) on carrying out the center’s duties in 
a manner that promotes progress toward im-
proving student academic achievement; 

‘‘(E) on the activities undertaken by re-
gional educational laboratories of the region 
being served, other regional educational lab-
oratories, as appropriate, and other com-
prehensive centers to align the work of the 
laboratories and centers, reduce redundancy, 
and increase collaboration and resource- 
sharing in such activities; and 

‘‘(F) on joint activities, with other com-
prehensive centers or regional educational 
laboratories from other regions, that would 
meet the needs of multiple regions. 

‘‘(3) COMPOSITION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each advisory board 

shall— 
‘‘(i) not exceed 25 members; 
‘‘(ii) include the chief State school officer, 

or such officer’s designee, or other State offi-
cial, of States within the region served by 

the comprehensive center who have primary 
responsibility under State law for elemen-
tary and secondary education in the State; 

‘‘(iii) include representatives of local edu-
cational agencies, including rural and urban 
local educational agencies, that represent 
the geographic diversity of the region; 

‘‘(iv) include researchers; and 
‘‘(v) include not less than 1 representative 

from the advisory board of a regional edu-
cational laboratory in the region being 
served by the comprehensive center. 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBILITY.—The membership of each 
comprehensive center advisory board may 
include the following: 

‘‘(i) Representatives of institutions of 
higher education. 

‘‘(ii) Parents. 
‘‘(iii) Practicing educators, including class-

room teachers, school leaders, administra-
tors, school board members, and other local 
school officials. 

‘‘(iv) Representatives of business. 
‘‘(v) Policymakers. 
‘‘(4) RECOMMENDATIONS.—In choosing indi-

viduals for membership on a comprehensive 
center advisory board, the comprehensive 
center shall consult with, and solicit rec-
ommendations from, the Secretary, chief ex-
ecutive officers of States, chief State school 
officers, local educational agencies, and 
other education stakeholders within the ap-
plicable region. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE.—The total number of 
members on each board who are selected 
under clauses (ii) and (iii) of paragraph 
(3)(A), in the aggregate, shall exceed the 
total number of members who are selected 
under paragraph (3)(B), collectively. 

‘‘(g) REPORT TO THE SECRETARY.—Each 
comprehensive center established under this 
section shall submit to the Secretary an an-
nual report, at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, which shall include the 
following: 

‘‘(1) A summary of the center’s activities 
and products developed during the previous 
year. 

‘‘(2) A listing of the State educational 
agencies, local educational agencies, and 
schools the center assisted during the pre-
vious year. 

‘‘(3) Using the measurable performance in-
dicators established under subsection (b)(3), 
a description of how well the center is meet-
ing educational needs of the region served by 
the center. 

‘‘(4) Any changes to the center’s plan under 
subsection (c)(2) to improve its activities in 
the remaining years of the grant, contract, 
or cooperative agreement.’’. 

SEC. 204. EVALUATIONS. 

Section 204 (20 U.S.C. 9603) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘SEC. 204. EVALUATIONS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(1) provide for ongoing summative and in-

terim evaluations described in subsections 
(b) and (c), respectively, of each of the com-
prehensive centers established under this 
title in carrying out the full range of duties 
of the center under this title; and 

‘‘(2) transmit the results of such evalua-
tions, through appropriate means, to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the Di-
rector of the Institute of Education Sciences, 
and the public. 

‘‘(b) SUMMATIVE EVALUATION.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure each comprehensive cen-
ter established under this title is evaluated 
by an independent entity at the end of the 
period of the grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement that established such center, 
which shall— 

‘‘(1) be completed in a timely fashion; 

‘‘(2) assess how well the center is meeting 
the measurable performance indicators es-
tablished under section 203(b)(3); and 

‘‘(3) consider the extent to which the cen-
ter ensures that the technical assistance of 
such center is relevant and useful to the 
work of State and local practitioners and 
policymakers. 

‘‘(c) INTERIM EVALUATION.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that each comprehensive center 
established under this title is evaluated at 
the midpoint of the period of the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement that estab-
lished such center, which shall— 

‘‘(1) assess how well such center is meeting 
the measurable performance indicators es-
tablished under section 203(b)(3); and 

‘‘(2) be used to improve the effectiveness of 
such center in carrying out its plan under 
section 203(c)(2).’’. 
SEC. 205. EXISTING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

PROVIDERS. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 205 (20 U.S.C. 9604) is 

repealed. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 

contents in section 1 of the Act of November 
5, 2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 205. 
SEC. 206. REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 

(a) REPEAL.—Section 206 (20 U.S.C. 9605) is 
repealed. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1 of the Act of November 
5, 2002 (Public Law 107–279; 116 Stat. 1940), is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 206. 
SEC. 207. PRIORITIES. 

Section 207 (20 U.S.C. 9606) is amended— 
(1) by inserting ‘‘Director and’’ before 

‘‘Secretary shall establish’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘of the Education Sciences 

Reform Act of 2002’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘of this title’’; 
(4) by striking ‘‘to address, taking onto ac-

count the regional assessments conducted 
under section 206 and other’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
respectively, using the results of’’; and 

(5) by striking ‘‘relevant regional’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘Secretary deems ap-
propriate’’ and inserting ‘‘relevant regional 
and national surveys of educational needs’’. 
SEC. 208. GRANT PROGRAM FOR STATEWIDE, 

LONGITUDINAL DATA SYSTEMS. 
Section 208 (20 U.S.C. 9607) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by inserting before the period at the 

end the following: ‘‘, the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), and the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 
U.S.C. 1400 et seq.)’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘State educational agencies receiving a 
grant under this section may provide sub-
grants to local educational agencies to im-
prove the capacity of local educational agen-
cies to carry out the activities authorized 
under this section.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (c), (d), 
and (e) as subsections (d), (e), and (g), respec-
tively; 

(3) by inserting after subsection (b), the 
following: 

‘‘(c) PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT.—Before 
awarding a grant under this section, the Sec-
retary shall establish measurable perform-
ance indicators— 

‘‘(1) to be used to assess the ongoing 
progress and performance of State edu-
cational agencies receiving a grant under 
this section; and 

‘‘(2) that address paragraphs (1) through (3) 
of the performance management system de-
scribed in section 185.’’; 

(4) in subsection (d), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘, pro-
motes linkages across States,’’; 
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(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by inserting ‘‘supports school improve-
ment and’’ after ‘‘data that’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 
other reporting requirements and close 
achievement gaps; and’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
other reporting requirements, close achieve-
ment gaps, and improve teaching and school 
leadership;’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and 
close achievement gaps; and’’ and by insert-
ing ‘‘, close achievement gaps, and improve 
teaching and school leadership; and’’; and 

(iv) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following: 

‘‘(C) to align statewide, longitudinal data 
systems from early education through post-
secondary education (including pre-service 
preparation programs), and the workforce, 
consistent with privacy protections under 
section 183;’’; and 

(C) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(3) ensures the protection of student pri-
vacy, and includes a review of how State 
educational agencies, local educational agen-
cies, and others that will have access to the 
statewide, longitudinal data systems under 
this section will adhere to Federal privacy 
laws and protections, consistent with section 
183, in the building, maintenance, and use of 
such data systems; 

‘‘(4) ensures State educational agencies re-
ceiving a grant under this section support 
professional development that builds the ca-
pacity of teachers and school leaders to use 
data effectively; and 

‘‘(5) gives priority to State educational 
agencies that leverage the use of statewide, 
longitudinal data systems to improve stu-
dent achievement and growth, including 
such State educational agencies that— 

‘‘(A) are carrying out the activities de-
scribed in section 153(a)(5); 

‘‘(B) define the roles of State educational 
agencies, local educational agencies, and 
others in providing timely access to data 
under the statewide, longitudinal data sys-
tems, consistent with privacy protections in 
section 183; and 

‘‘(C) demonstrate the capacity to share 
teacher and school leader performance data, 
including student achievement and growth 
data, with local educational agencies and 
teacher and school leader preparation pro-
grams.’’; 

(5) by inserting after subsection (e), as re-
designated by paragraph (2), the following: 

‘‘(f) RENEWAL OF AWARDS.—The Secretary 
may renew a grant awarded to a State edu-
cational agency under this section for a pe-
riod not to exceed 3 years, if the State edu-
cational agency has demonstrated progress 
on the measurable performance indicators 
established under subsection (c).’’; and 

(6) by striking subsection (g), as redesig-
nated by paragraph (2), and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(g) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) FIRST REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of the Strength-
ening Education through Research Act, the 
Secretary shall prepare and make publicly 
available a report on the implementation 
and effectiveness of the activities carried out 
by State educational agencies receiving a 
grant under this section, including— 

‘‘(A) information on progress in the devel-
opment and use of statewide, longitudinal 
data systems described in this section; 

‘‘(B) information on best practices and 
areas for improvement in such development 
and use; and 

‘‘(C) how the State educational agencies 
are adhering to Federal privacy laws and 
protections in the building, maintenance, 
and use of such data systems. 

‘‘(2) SUCCEEDING REPORTS.—Every suc-
ceeding 3 years after the report is made pub-
licly available under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall prepare and make publicly 
available a report on the implementation 
and effectiveness of the activities carried out 
by State educational agencies receiving a 
grant under this section, including— 

‘‘(A) information on the requirements of 
subparagraphs (A) through (C) of paragraph 
(1); and 

‘‘(B) the progress, in the aggregate, State 
educational agencies are making on the 
measurable performance indicators estab-
lished under subsection (c).’’. 
SEC. 209. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 209 (20 U.S.C. 9608) is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 209. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated 
to carry out this title— 

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 2016, $82,984,000; 
‘‘(2) for fiscal year 2017, $84,892,632; 
‘‘(3) for fiscal year 2018, $86,845,163; 
‘‘(4) for fiscal year 2019, $88,842,601; 
‘‘(5) for fiscal year 2020, $90,885,981; and 
‘‘(6) for fiscal year 2021, $92,548,906.’’. 
TITLE III—NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS 
SEC. 301. REFERENCES. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, 
whenever in this title an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational Progress 
Authorization Act (20 U.S.C. 9621 et seq.). 
SEC. 302. NATIONAL ASSESSMENT GOVERNING 

BOARD. 
Section 302 (20 U.S.C. 9621) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘shall for-

mulate policy guidelines’’ and inserting 
‘‘shall oversee and set policies, in a manner 
consistent with subsection (e) and accepted 
professional standards,’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1)(L)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘principals’’ and inserting 

‘‘leaders’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘principal’’ both places it 

appears and inserting ‘‘leader’’; 
(3) in subsection (c), by striking paragraph 

(4); 
(4) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘the 

Assessment Board after consultation with’’ 
before ‘‘organizations’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘Each organization submit-

ting nominations to the Secretary with’’ and 
inserting ‘‘With’’; and 

(II) by inserting ‘‘, the Assessment Board’’ 
after ‘‘particular vacancy’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘that each organization de-

scribed in paragraph (1)(A) submit additional 
nominations’’ and inserting ‘‘additional 
nominations from the Assessment Board or 
each organization described in paragraph 
(1)(A)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘such organization’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Assessment Board’’; and 

(5) in subsection (e)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘in consultation with the 

Commissioner for Education Statistics,’’ be-
fore ‘‘select’’; 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘and grades or ages’’ be-
fore ‘‘to be’’; and 

(iii) by inserting ‘‘, and determine the year 
in which such assessments will be con-
ducted’’ after ‘‘assessed’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (D), by inserting 
‘‘school leaders,’’ after ‘‘teachers,’’; 

(C) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘de-
sign’’ and inserting ‘‘provide input on’’; 

(D) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (I); 

(E) by redesignating subparagraph (J) as 
subparagraph (K); 

(F) by inserting after subparagraph (I), the 
following: 

‘‘(J) provide input to the Director on an-
nual budget requests for the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress; and’’; 

(G) in subparagraph (K), as redesignated by 
subparagraph (E)— 

(i) by striking ‘‘plan and execute the ini-
tial public release of’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘release the initial’’ be-
fore ‘‘National’’; and 

(H) in the matter following subparagraph 
(K), as redesignated by subparagraph (E), by 
striking ‘‘subparagraph (J)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subparagraph (K)’’. 
SEC. 303. NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDU-

CATIONAL PROGRESS. 
Section 303 (20 U.S.C. 9622) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘with the 

advice of the Assessment Board established 
under section 302’’ and inserting ‘‘in a man-
ner consistent with accepted professional 
standards and the policies set forth by the 
Assessment Board under section 302(a)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (D), by inserting ‘‘and 

consistent with section 302(e)(1)(A)’’ after 
‘‘resources allow’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (G)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘limited English pro-

ficiency’’ and inserting ‘‘English learner sta-
tus’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (G); 

(iii) in subparagraph (H), by striking the 
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(I) determine, after taking into account 

section 302(e)(1)(I), the content of initial and 
subsequent reports of all assessments au-
thorized under this section and ensure that 
such reports are valid and reliable.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)(C), by striking ‘‘lim-
ited English proficiency’’ and inserting 
‘‘English learner status’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘of 

Education’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’; and 
(B) in subparagraph (D)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Chairman of the House’’ 

before ‘‘Committee on Education’’; 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘of the House of Rep-

resentatives’’ after ‘‘Workforce’’; 
(iii) by striking ‘‘Chairman of the Senate’’ 

before ‘‘Committee on Health’’; and 
(iv) by inserting ‘‘of the Senate’’ after 

‘‘Pensions’’; 
(4) in subsection (d)(1), by inserting before 

the period, the following: ‘‘, except as re-
quired under section 1112(b)(1)(F) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6312(b)(1)(F))’’; 

(5) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or age’’; 

and 
(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘shall’’ and all that follows 

through ‘‘be’’ and insert ‘‘shall be’’; 
(II) by redesignating subclauses (I) and (II) 

as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively (and by 
moving the margins 2 ems to the left); and 

(III) in clause (ii), as redesignated by sub-
clause (II), by striking ‘‘, or the age of the 
students, as the case may be’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘After the determinations 

described in subparagraph (A), devising’’ and 
inserting ‘‘The Assessment Board shall, in 
making the determination described in sub-
paragraph (A), use’’; and 

(II) by inserting ‘‘, providing for the active 
participation of teachers, school leaders, 
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curriculum specialists, local school adminis-
trators, parents, and concerned members of 
the general public’’ after ‘‘approach’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (D), by inserting ‘‘As-
sessment’’ before ‘‘Board’’; and 

(6) in subsection (g)(2)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘AFFAIRS’’ 

and inserting ‘‘EDUCATION’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘Affairs’’ and inserting 

‘‘Education’’. 
SEC. 304. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 304 (20 U.S.C. 9623) is amended by 
striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The terms ‘elementary 
school’, ‘local educational agency’, and ‘sec-
ondary school’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 9101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 7801). 

‘‘(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means 
the Director of the Institute of Education 
Sciences. 

‘‘(3) SCHOOL LEADER.—The term ‘school 
leader’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 102. 

‘‘(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Education. 

‘‘(5) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each 
of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.’’. 
SEC. 305. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 305(a) (20 U.S.C. 9624(a)) is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to 
be appropriated— 

‘‘(1) for fiscal year 2016— 
‘‘(A) $8,235,000 to carry out section 302 (re-

lating to the National Assessment Governing 
Board); and 

‘‘(B) $129,000,000 to carry out section 303 
(relating to the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress); 

‘‘(2) for fiscal year 2017— 
‘‘(A) $8,424,405 to carry out section 302 (re-

lating to the National Assessment Governing 
Board); and 

‘‘(B) $131,967,000 to carry out section 303 
(relating to the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress); 

‘‘(3) for fiscal year 2018— 
‘‘(A) $8,618,166 to carry out section 302 (re-

lating to the National Assessment Governing 
Board); and 

‘‘(B) $135,002,241 to carry out section 303 
(relating to the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress); 

‘‘(4) for fiscal year 2019— 
‘‘(A) $8,816,384 to carry out section 302 (re-

lating to the National Assessment Governing 
Board); and 

‘‘(B) $138,107,293 to carry out section 303 
(relating to the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress); 

‘‘(5) for fiscal year 2020— 
‘‘(A) $9,019,161 to carry out section 302 (re-

lating to the National Assessment Governing 
Board); and 

‘‘(B) $141,283,760 to carry out section 303 
(relating to the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress); and 

‘‘(6) for fiscal year 2021— 
‘‘(A) $9,184,183 to carry out section 302 (re-

lating to the National Assessment Governing 
Board); and 

‘‘(B) $143,868,805 to carry out section 303 
(relating to the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress).’’. 

TITLE IV—EVALUATION PLAN 
SEC. 401. RESEARCH AND EVALUATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Institute of Edu-
cation Sciences shall be the primary entity 
for conducting research on and evaluations 
of Federal education programs within the 
Department of Education to ensure the rigor 
and independence of such research and eval-
uation. 

(b) FLEXIBLE AUTHORITY.— 
(1) RESERVATION.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law in the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
6301 et seq.) related to evaluation, the Sec-
retary of Education, in consultation with the 
Director of the Institute of Education 
Sciences— 

(A) may, for purposes of carrying out the 
activities described in paragraph (2)(B)— 

(i) reserve not more than 0.5 percent of the 
total amount of funds appropriated for each 
program authorized under the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), other than part A of title 
I of such Act (20 U.S.C. 6311 et seq.) and sec-
tion 1501 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 6491); and 

(ii) reserve, in the manner described in sub-
paragraph (B), an amount equal to not more 
than 0.1 percent of the total amount of funds 
appropriated for— 

(I) part A of title I of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
6311 et seq.); and 

(II) section 1501 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 6491); 
and 

(B) in reserving the amount described in 
subparagraph (A)(ii)— 

(i) shall reserve not more than the total 
amount of funds appropriated for section 1501 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6491); and 

(ii) may, in a case in which the total 
amount of funds appropriated for such sec-
tion 1501 (20 U.S.C. 6491) is less than the 
amount described in subparagraph (A)(ii), re-
serve the amount of funds appropriated for 
part A of title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311 
et seq.) that is needed for the sum of the 
total amount of funds appropriated for such 
section 1501 (20 U.S.C. 6491) and such amount 
of funds appropriated for such part A of title 
I (20 U.S.C. 6311 et seq.) to equal the amount 
described in subparagraph (A)(ii). 

(2) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—If funds are re-
served under paragraph (1)— 

(A) neither the Secretary of Education nor 
the Director of the Institute of Education 
Sciences shall— 

(i) carry out evaluations under section 1501 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6491); or 

(ii) reserve funds for evaluation activities 
under section 3111(c)(1)(C) of such Act (20 
U.S.C. 6821(c)(1)(C)); and 

(B) the Secretary of Education, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Institute 
of Education Sciences— 

(i) shall use the funds reserved under para-
graph (1) to carry out high-quality evalua-
tions (consistent with the requirements of 
section 173(a) of the Education Sciences Re-
form Act of 2002 (20 U.S.C. 9563(a)), as amend-
ed by this Act, and the evaluation plan de-
scribed in subsection (c) of this section) of 
programs authorized under the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.); and 

(ii) may use the funds reserved under para-
graph (1) to— 

(I) increase the usefulness of the evalua-
tions conducted under clause (i) to promote 
continuous improvement of programs under 
the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.); or 

(II) assist grantees of such programs in col-
lecting and analyzing data and other activi-
ties related to conducting high-quality eval-
uations under clause (i). 

(3) DISSEMINATION.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation or the Director of the Institute of 
Education Sciences shall disseminate eval-
uation findings, consistent with section 
114(j) of the Education Sciences Reform Act 
of 2002 (20 U.S.C. 9514(j)), as amended by this 
Act, of evaluations carried out under para-
graph (2)(B)(i). 

(4) CONSOLIDATION.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation, in consultation with the Director of 
the Institute of Education Sciences— 

(A) may consolidate the funds reserved 
under paragraph (1) for purposes of carrying 
out the activities under paragraph (2)(B); and 

(B) shall not be required to evaluate under 
paragraph (2)(B)(i) each program authorized 
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) each 
year. 

(c) EVALUATION PLAN.—The Director of the 
Institute of Education Sciences, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Education, shall, 
on a biennial basis, develop, submit to Con-
gress, and make publicly available an eval-
uation plan, that— 

(1) describes the specific activities that 
will be carried out under subsection (b)(2)(B) 
for the 2-year period applicable to the plan, 
and the timelines of such activities; 

(2) contains the results of the activities 
carried out under subsection (b)(2)(B) for the 
most recent 2-year period; and 

(3) describes how programs authorized 
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) will 
be regularly evaluated. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to affect sec-
tion 173(b) of the Education Sciences Reform 
Act of 2002 (20 U.S.C. 9563(b)), as amended by 
this Act. 

SA 2934. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
KIRK) proposed an amendment to the 
resolution S. Res. 148, condemning the 
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored 
persecution of its Baha’i minority and 
its continued violation of the Inter-
national Covenants on Human Rights; 
as follows: 

On page 5, line 8, strike ‘‘12’’ and insert 
‘‘9’’. 

SA 2935. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
KIRK) proposed an amendment to the 
resolution S. Res. 148, condemning the 
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored 
persecution of its Baha’i minority and 
its continued violation of the Inter-
national Covenants on Human Rights; 
as follows: 

In the tenth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘‘12’’ and insert ‘‘9’’. 

In the thirteenth whereas clause of the 
preamble, strike ‘‘100’’ and insert ‘‘71’’. 

SA 2936. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
CORKER (for himself and Mr. SHELBY)) 
proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 515, to protect children and others 
from sexual abuse and exploitation, in-
cluding sex trafficking and sex tour-
ism, by providing advance notice of in-
tended travel by registered sex offend-
ers outside the United States to the 
government of the country of destina-
tion, requesting foreign governments 
to notify the United States when a 
known sex offender is seeking to enter 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

On page 42, strike lines 13 through 17 and 
insert the following: 
SEC. 11. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act $6,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2017 and 2018. 

SA 2937. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
CARDIN) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 284, to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign persons responsible for 
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gross violations of internationally rec-
ognized human rights, and for other 
purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 

person’’ means a person that is not a United 
States person. 

(2) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an 
individual or entity. 

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to 
the United States; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or of any jurisdiction 
within the United States, including a foreign 
branch of such an entity. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF IMPOSITION OF 

SANCTIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may im-

pose the sanctions described in subsection (b) 
with respect to any foreign person the Presi-
dent determines, based on credible evi-
dence— 

(1) is responsible for extrajudicial killings, 
torture, or other gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights com-
mitted against individuals in any foreign 
country who seek— 

(A) to expose illegal activity carried out by 
government officials; or 

(B) to obtain, exercise, defend, or promote 
internationally recognized human rights and 
freedoms, such as the freedoms of religion, 
expression, association, and assembly, and 
the rights to a fair trial and democratic elec-
tions; 

(2) acted as an agent of or on behalf of a 
foreign person in a matter relating to an ac-
tivity described in paragraph (1); 

(3) is a government official, or a senior as-
sociate of such an official, that is responsible 
for, or complicit in, ordering, controlling, or 
otherwise directing, acts of significant cor-
ruption, including the expropriation of pri-
vate or public assets for personal gain, cor-
ruption related to government contracts or 
the extraction of natural resources, bribery, 
or the facilitation or transfer of the proceeds 
of corruption to foreign jurisdictions; or 

(4) has materially assisted, sponsored, or 
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in 
support of, an activity described in para-
graph (3). 

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) INADMISSIBILITY TO UNITED STATES.—In 
the case of a foreign person who is an indi-
vidual— 

(A) ineligibility to receive a visa to enter 
the United States or to be admitted to the 
United States; or 

(B) if the individual has been issued a visa 
or other documentation, revocation, in ac-
cordance with section 221(i) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), of 
the visa or other documentation. 

(2) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The blocking, in accord-

ance with the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), of 
all transactions in all property and interests 
in property of a foreign person if such prop-
erty and interests in property are in the 
United States, come within the United 
States, or are or come within the possession 
or control of a United States person. 

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY REQUIREMENT.—The requirements of 
section 202 of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall 
not apply for purposes of this section. 

(C) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The authority to block 
and prohibit all transactions in all property 
and interests in property under subpara-
graph (A) shall not include the authority to 
impose sanctions on the importation of 
goods. 

(ii) GOOD.—In this subparagraph, the term 
‘‘good’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 16 of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 (50 U.S.C. App. 2415) (as continued in 
effect pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.)). 

(c) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION 
IN IMPOSING SANCTIONS.—In determining 
whether to impose sanctions under sub-
section (a), the President shall consider— 

(1) information provided by the chair-
person and ranking member of each of the 
appropriate congressional committees; and 

(2) credible information obtained by other 
countries and nongovernmental organiza-
tions that monitor violations of human 
rights. 

(d) REQUESTS BY CHAIRPERSON AND RANKING 
MEMBER OF APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEES.—Not later than 120 days after 
receiving a written request from the chair-
person and ranking member of one of the ap-
propriate congressional committees with re-
spect to whether a foreign person has en-
gaged in an activity described in subsection 
(a), the President shall— 

(1) determine if that person has engaged in 
such an activity; and 

(2) submit a report to the chairperson and 
ranking member of that committee with re-
spect to that determination that includes— 

(A) a statement of whether or not the 
President imposed or intends to impose sanc-
tions with respect to the person; and 

(B) if the President imposed or intends to 
impose sanctions, a description of those 
sanctions. 

(e) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OBJECTIVES.—Sanctions under 
subsection (b)(1) shall not apply to an indi-
vidual if admitting the individual into the 
United States would further important law 
enforcement objectives or is necessary to 
permit the United States to comply with the 
Agreement regarding the Headquarters of 
the United Nations, signed at Lake Success 
June 26, 1947, and entered into force Novem-
ber 21, 1947, between the United Nations and 
the United States, or other applicable inter-
national obligations of the United States. 

(f) ENFORCEMENT OF BLOCKING OF PROP-
ERTY.—A person that violates, attempts to 
violate, conspires to violate, or causes a vio-
lation of subsection (b)(2) or any regulation, 
license, or order issued to carry out sub-
section (b)(2) shall be subject to the pen-
alties set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of 
section 206 of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the 
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that 
section. 

(g) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a 
person if the President determines and re-
ports to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not later than 15 days before the ter-
mination of the sanctions that— 

(1) credible information exists that the per-
son did not engage in the activity for which 
sanctions were imposed; 

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions 
were imposed; 

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a 
significant change in behavior, has paid an 
appropriate consequence for the activity for 
which sanctions were imposed, and has 
credibly committed to not engage in an ac-
tivity described in subsection (a) in the fu-
ture; or 

(4) the termination of the sanctions is in 
the vital national security interests of the 
United States. 

(h) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Presi-
dent shall issue such regulations, licenses, 
and orders as are necessary to carry out this 
section. 

(i) IDENTIFICATION OF SANCTIONABLE FOR-
EIGN PERSONS.—The Assistant Secretary of 
State for Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor, in consultation with the Assistant 
Secretary of State for Consular Affairs and 
other bureaus of the Department of State, as 
appropriate, is authorized to submit to the 
Secretary of State, for review and consider-
ation, the names of foreign persons who may 
meet the criteria described in subsection (a). 

(j) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Financial Services 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 4. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, in accordance with subsection (b), a 
report that includes— 

(1) a list of each foreign person with re-
spect to which the President imposed sanc-
tions pursuant to section 3 during the year 
preceding the submission of the report; 

(2) a description of the type of sanctions 
imposed with respect to each such person; 

(3) the number of foreign persons with re-
spect to which the President— 

(A) imposed sanctions under section 3(a) 
during that year; and 

(B) terminated sanctions under section 3(g) 
during that year; 

(4) the dates on which such sanctions were 
imposed or terminated, as the case may be; 

(5) the reasons for imposing or terminating 
such sanctions; and 

(6) a description of the efforts of the Presi-
dent to encourage the governments of other 
countries to impose sanctions that are simi-
lar to the sanctions authorized by section 3. 

(b) DATES FOR SUBMISSION.— 
(1) INITIAL REPORT.—The President shall 

submit the initial report under subsection 
(a) not later than 120 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(2) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The President shall sub-

mit a subsequent report under subsection (a) 
on December 10, or the first day thereafter 
on which both Houses of Congress are in ses-
sion, of— 

(i) the calendar year in which the initial 
report is submitted if the initial report is 
submitted before December 10 of that cal-
endar year; and 

(ii) each calendar year thereafter. 
(B) CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT.—Congress 

notes that December 10 of each calendar year 
has been recognized in the United States and 
internationally since 1950 as ‘‘Human Rights 
Day’’. 

(c) FORM OF REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each report required by 

subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified 
annex. 
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(2) EXCEPTION.—The name of a foreign per-

son to be included in the list required by sub-
section (a)(1) may be submitted in the classi-
fied annex authorized by paragraph (1) only 
if the President— 

(A) determines that it is vital for the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
to do so; 

(B) uses the annex in a manner consistent 
with congressional intent and the purposes 
of this Act; and 

(C) not later than 15 days before submit-
ting the name in a classified annex, provides 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
notice of, and a justification for, including 
the name in the classified annex despite any 
publicly available credible information indi-
cating that the person engaged in an activity 
described in section 3(a). 

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The unclassified portion 

of the report required by subsection (a) shall 
be made available to the public, including 
through publication in the Federal Register. 

(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA 
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the 
list required by subsection (a)(1) without re-
gard to the requirements of section 222(f) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality 
of records pertaining to the issuance or re-
fusal of visas or permits to enter the United 
States. 

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Financial Services, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

NOTICES OF INTENT TO OBJECT 
TO PROCEEDING 

I, Senator CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, in-
tend to object to proceeding to the 
nomination of David Malcolm Robin-
son to be Coordinator for Reconstruc-
tion and Stabilization, PN336, dated 
December 17, 2015. 

I, Senator CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, in-
tend to object to proceeding to the 
nomination of David Malcolm Robin-
son to be Assistant Secretary of State 
(Conflict and Stabilization Operations), 
PN337, dated December 17, 2015. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on December 17, 2015, at 9:30 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The Status of JCPOA Implementation 
and Related Issues.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on December 17, 2015, at 2:30 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 
in executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs Committee 
be discharged and the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the following 
nominations en bloc: PN645 and PN424. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will proceed now to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tions, which the clerk will report en 
bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nominations of Darlene 
Michele Soltys, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the 
Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia for the term of fifteen years; 
and Robert A. Salerno, of the District 
of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge 
of the Superior Court of the District of 
Columbia for the term of fifteen years. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote en bloc without intervening 
action or debate on the nominations in 
the order listed; that following disposi-
tion of the nominations, the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions 
be in order to any of the nominations; 
that any statements related to the 
nominations be printed in the RECORD; 
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action and the 
Senate then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

If there is no further debate, the 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Salerno and Soltys 
nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of H. 
Con. Res. 102, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 102) 
providing for a joint session of Congress to 
receive a message from the President. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 102) was agreed to. 

f 

CONVENING OF THE SECOND SES-
SION OF THE ONE HUNDRED 
FOURTEENTH CONGRESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 76, which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 76) appointing 
the day for the convening of the second ses-
sion of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the joint 
resolution be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 76) 
was ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed, as fol-
lows: 

H.J. RES. 76 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the second regular 
session of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress shall begin at noon on Monday, Janu-
ary 4, 2016. 

f 

STRENGTHENING EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 13, S. 227. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 227) to strengthen the Federal 
education research system to make research 
and evaluations more timely and relevant to 
State and local needs in order to increase 
student achievement. 
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There being no objection, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the bill. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that the Alexander substitute 
amendment be agreed to; the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2933) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The bill (S. 227), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE GOVERNMENT 
OF IRAN’S STATE-SPONSORED 
PERSECUTION OF ITS BAHA’I MI-
NORITY AND ITS CONTINUED 
VIOLATION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL COVENANTS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 263, S. Res. 148. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 148) condemning the 
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored perse-
cution of its Baha’i minority and its contin-
ued violation of the International Covenants 
on Human Rights. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Kirk amendment to 
the resolution be agreed to; the resolu-
tion, as amended, be agreed to; the 
Kirk amendment to the preamble be 
agreed to; the preamble, as amended, 
be agreed to; and that the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2934) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To make a technical correction) 

On page 5, line 8, strike ‘‘12’’ and insert 
‘‘9’’. 

The resolution (S. Res. 148), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 2935) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To make technical corrections) 

In the tenth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘‘12’’ and insert ‘‘9’’. 

In the thirteenth whereas clause of the 
preamble, strike ‘‘100’’ and insert ‘‘71’’. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, with its 
preamble, as amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 148 

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993, 
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, and 
2013, Congress declared that it deplored the 

religious persecution by the Government of 
Iran of the Baha’i community and would 
hold the Government of Iran responsible for 
upholding the rights of all Iranian nationals, 
including members of the Baha’i Faith; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report 
stated, ‘‘The Baha’i community, the largest 
non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, long 
has been subject to particularly severe reli-
gious freedom violations. The government 
views Baha’is, who number at least 300,000, 
as ‘heretics’ and consequently they face re-
pression on the grounds of apostasy.’’; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report 
stated that ‘‘[s]ince 1979, authorities have 
killed or executed more than 200 Baha’i lead-
ers, and more than 10,000 have been dis-
missed from government and university 
jobs’’ and ‘‘[m]ore than 700 Baha’is have been 
arbitrarily arrested since 2005’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2013 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated that the Government of Iran ‘‘pro-
hibits Baha’is from teaching and practicing 
their faith and subjects them to many forms 
of discrimination not faced by members of 
other religious groups’’ and ‘‘since the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, formally denies Baha’i 
students access to higher education’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2013 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘The government requires Baha’is to 
register with the police,’’ and ‘‘The govern-
ment raided Baha’i homes and businesses 
and confiscated large amounts of private and 
commercial property, as well as religious 
materials.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2013 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are regularly denied com-
pensation for injury or criminal victimiza-
tion and the right to inherit property.’’; 

Whereas, on August 27, 2014, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
issued a report (A/69/356), which stated, ‘‘The 
human rights situation in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran remains of concern. Numerous 
issues flagged by the General Assembly, the 
United Nations human rights mechanisms 
and the Secretary-General persist, and in 
some cases appear to have worsened, some 
recent overtures made by the Administra-
tion and the parliament notwithstanding.’’; 

Whereas, on December 18, 2014, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/69/190), which ‘‘[e]xpresse[d] deep 
concern’’ over ‘‘[c]ontinued discrimination, 
persecution and human rights violations 
against persons belonging to unrecognized 
religious minorities, particularly members 
of the Baha’i [F]aith . . . and the effective 
criminalization of membership in the Baha’i 
[F]aith,’’ and called upon the Government of 
Iran to ‘‘emancipate the Baha’i community 
. . . and to accord all Baha’is, including 
those imprisoned because of their beliefs, the 
due process of law and the rights that they 
are constitutionally guaranteed’’; 

Whereas, since May of 2008, the Govern-
ment of Iran has imprisoned the seven mem-
bers of the former ad hoc leadership group of 
the Baha’i community in Iran, known as the 
Yaran-i-Iran, or ‘‘friends of Iran’’—Mrs. 
Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin 
Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, 
Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, 
and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm—and these individ-
uals are serving 20-year prison terms, the 
longest sentences given to any current pris-
oner of conscience in Iran, on charges includ-
ing ‘‘spying for Israel, insulting religious 
sanctities, propaganda against the regime 
and spreading corruption on earth’’; 

Whereas, beginning in May 2011, officials of 
the Government of Iran in 4 cities conducted 

sweeping raids on the homes of dozens of in-
dividuals associated with the Baha’i Insti-
tute for Higher Education (BIHE) and ar-
rested and detained several educators associ-
ated with BIHE, and 9 BIHE educators are 
now serving 4- or 5-year prison terms; 

Whereas scores of Baha’i cemeteries have 
been attacked, and, in April 2014, Revolu-
tionary Guards began excavating a Baha’i 
cemetery in Shiraz, which is the site of 950 
graves; 

Whereas the Baha’i International Commu-
nity reported that there has been a recent 
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting 
that, in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti- 
Baha’i articles were appearing every month, 
and, in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 401 per month—18 
times the previous level; 

Whereas there are currently 71 Baha’is in 
prison in Iran; 

Whereas the Government of Iran is party 
to the International Covenants on Human 
Rights and is in violation of its obligations 
under the Covenants; and 

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 
2010 (Public Law 111–195) authorizes the 
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on individuals ‘‘responsible 
for or complicit in, or responsible for order-
ing, controlling, or otherwise directing, the 
commission of serious human rights abuses 
against citizens of Iran or their family mem-
bers on or after June 12, 2009’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s 

state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of the 
International Covenants on Human Rights; 

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the 7 imprisoned Baha’i 
leaders, the 9 imprisoned Baha’i educators, 
and all other prisoners held solely on ac-
count of their religion; 

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of 
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human 
rights and demand the immediate release of 
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and 

(4) urges the President and Secretary of 
State to utilize available authorities, includ-
ing the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-
countability, and Divestment Act of 2010, to 
impose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly 
responsible for serious human rights abuses, 
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL MEGAN’S LAW TO 
PREVENT DEMAND FOR CHILD 
SEX TRAFFICKING 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 296, H.R. 515. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 515) to protect children from 
exploitation, especially sex trafficking in 
tourism, by providing advance notice of in-
tended travel by registered child-sex offend-
ers outside the United States to the govern-
ment of the country of destination, request-
ing foreign governments to notify the United 
States when a known child-sex offender is 
seeking to enter the United States, and for 
other purposes. 
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There being no objection, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment and an amendment to the title. 

(Strike out all after the enacting 
clause and insert the part printed in 
italic.) 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘International Megan’s Law to Prevent 
Child Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes 
Through Advanced Notification of Traveling 
Sex Offenders’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Definitions. 
Sec. 4. Angel Watch Center. 
Sec. 5. Notification by the United States Mar-

shals Service. 
Sec. 6. International travel. 
Sec. 7. Reciprocal notifications. 
Sec. 8. Unique passport identifiers for covered 

sex offenders. 
Sec. 9. Implementation plan. 
Sec. 10. Technical assistance. 
Sec. 11. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 12. Rule of construction. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Megan Nicole Kanka, who was 7 years old, 

was abducted, sexually assaulted, and murdered 
in 1994, in the State of New Jersey by a violent 
predator living across the street from her home. 
Unbeknownst to Megan Kanka and her family, 
he had been convicted previously of a sex of-
fense against a child. 

(2) In 1996, Congress adopted Megan’s Law 
(Public Law 104–145) as a means to encourage 
States to protect children by identifying the 
whereabouts of sex offenders and providing the 
means to monitor their activities. 

(3) In 2006, Congress passed the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (Public 
Law 109–248) to protect children and the public 
at large by establishing a comprehensive na-
tional system for the registration and notifica-
tion to the public and law enforcement officers 
of convicted sex offenders. 

(4) Law enforcement reports indicate that 
known child-sex offenders are traveling inter-
nationally. 

(5) The commercial sexual exploitation of mi-
nors in child sex trafficking and pornography is 
a global phenomenon. The International Labour 
Organization has estimated that 1,8000,000 chil-
dren worldwide are victims of child sex traf-
ficking and pornography each year. 

(6) Child sex tourism, where an individual 
travels to a foreign country and engages in sex-
ual activity with a child in that country, is a 
form of child exploitation and, where commer-
cial, child sex trafficking. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CENTER.—The term ‘‘Center’’ means the 

Angel Watch Center established pursuant to sec-
tion 4(a). 

(2) CONVICTED.—The term ‘‘convicted’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 111 of the 
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 
2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911). 

(3) COVERED SEX OFFENDER.—Except as other-
wise provided, the term ‘‘covered sex offender’’ 
means an individual who is a sex offender by 
reason of having been convicted of a sex offense 
against a minor. 

(4) DESTINATION COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘des-
tination country’’ means a destination or transit 
country. 

(5) INTERPOL.—The term ‘‘INTERPOL’’ means 
the International Criminal Police Organization. 

(6) JURISDICTION.—The term ‘‘jurisdiction’’ 
means— 

(A) a State; 
(B) the District of Columbia; 
(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; 
(D) Guam; 
(E) American Samoa; 
(F) the Northern Mariana Islands; 
(G) the United States Virgin Islands; and 
(H) to the extent provided in, and subject to 

the requirements of, section 127 of the Adam 
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 
(42 U.S.C. 16927), a Federally recognized Indian 
tribe. 

(7) MINOR.—The term ‘‘minor’’ means an indi-
vidual who has not attained the age of 18 years. 

(8) NATIONAL SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY.—The 
term ‘‘National Sex Offender Registry’’ means 
the National Sex Offender Registry established 
by section 119 of the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16919). 

(9) SEX OFFENDER UNDER SORNA.—The term 
‘‘sex offender under SORNA’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘sex offender’’ in section 111 of 
the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety 
Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911). 

(10) SEX OFFENSE AGAINST A MINOR.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘sex offense 

against a minor’’ means a specified offense 
against a minor, as defined in section 111 of the 
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 
2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911). 

(B) OTHER OFFENSES.—The term ‘‘sex offense 
against a minor’’ includes a sex offense de-
scribed in section 111(5)(A) of the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (42 
U.S.C. 16911(5)(A)) that is a specified offense 
against a minor, as defined in paragraph (7) of 
such section, or an attempt or conspiracy to 
commit such an offense. 

(C) FOREIGN CONVICTIONS; OFFENSES INVOLV-
ING CONSENSUAL SEXUAL CONDUCT.—The limita-
tions contained in subparagraphs (B) and (C) of 
section 111(5) of the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911(5)) 
shall apply with respect to a sex offense against 
a minor for purposes of this Act to the same ex-
tent and in the same manner as such limitations 
apply with respect to a sex offense for purposes 
of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety 
Act of 2006. 
SEC. 4. ANGEL WATCH CENTER. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall establish 
within the Child Exploitation Investigations 
Unit of U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforce-
ment a Center, to be known as the ‘‘Angel 
Watch Center’’, to carry out the activities speci-
fied in subsection (e). 

(b) INCOMING NOTIFICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Center may receive in-

coming notifications concerning individuals 
seeking to enter the United States who have 
committed offenses of a sexual nature. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.—Upon receiving an incom-
ing notification under paragraph (1), the Center 
shall— 

(A) immediately share all information received 
relating to the individual with the Department 
of Justice; and 

(B) share all relevant information relating to 
the individual with other Federal, State, and 
local agencies and entities, as appropriate. 

(3) COLLABORATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall collaborate with the Attor-
ney General to establish a process for the re-
ceipt, dissemination, and categorization of in-
formation relating to individuals and specific of-
fenses provided herein. 

(c) LEADERSHIP.—The Center shall be headed 
by the Assistant Secretary of U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, in collaboration with 
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection and in consultation with the Attor-
ney General and the Secretary of State. 

(d) MEMBERS.—The Center shall consist of the 
following: 

(1) The Assistant Secretary of U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement. 

(2) The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 

(3) Individuals who are designated as analysts 
in U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
or U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

(4) Individuals who are designated as program 
managers in U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement or U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion. 

(e) ACTIVITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this section, 

the Center shall, using all relevant databases, 
systems and sources of information, not later 
than 48 hours before scheduled departure, or as 
soon as practicable before scheduled departure— 

(A) determine if individuals traveling abroad 
are listed on the National Sex Offender Reg-
istry; 

(B) review the United States Marshals Serv-
ice’s National Sex Offender Targeting Center 
case management system or other system that 
provides access to a list of individuals who have 
provided advanced notice of international travel 
to identify any individual who meets the criteria 
described in subparagraph (A) and is not in a 
system reviewed pursuant to this subparagraph; 
and 

(C) provide a list of individuals identified 
under subparagraph (B) to the United States 
Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender Tar-
geting Center to determine compliance with title 
I of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safe-
ty Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.). 

(2) PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO CENTER.— 
Twenty-four hours before the intended travel, or 
thereafter, not later than 72 hours after the in-
tended travel, the United States Marshals Serv-
ice’s National Sex Offender Targeting Center 
shall provide, to the Angel Watch Center, infor-
mation pertaining to any sex offender described 
in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1). 

(3) ADVANCE NOTICE TO DESTINATION COUN-
TRY.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Center may transmit 
relevant information to the destination country 
about a sex offender if— 

(i) the individual is identified by a review con-
ducted under paragraph (1)(B) as having pro-
vided advanced notice of international travel; or 

(ii) after completing the activities described in 
paragraph (1), the Center receives information 
pertaining to a sex offender under paragraph 
(2). 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Center may imme-
diately transmit relevant information on a sex 
offender to the destination country if— 

(i) the Center becomes aware that a sex of-
fender is traveling outside of the United States 
within 24 hours of intended travel, and simulta-
neously completes the activities described in 
paragraph (1); or 

(ii) the Center has not received a transmission 
pursuant to paragraph (2), provided it is not 
more than 24 hours before the intended travel. 

(C) CORRECTIONS.—Upon receiving informa-
tion that a notification sent by the Center re-
garding an individual was inaccurate, the Cen-
ter shall immediately— 

(i) send a notification of correction to the des-
tination country notified; 

(ii) correct all data collected pursuant to 
paragraph (6); and 

(iii) if applicable, notify the Secretary of State 
for purposes of the passport review and marking 
processes described in section 240 of Public Law 
110–457. 

(D) FORM.—The notification under this para-
graph may be transmitted through such means 
as are determined appropriate by the Center, in-
cluding through U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement attaches. 

(4) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—Not later 
than 6 months after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall enter into a Memorandum of Agreement 
with the Attorney General to facilitate the ac-
tivities of the Angel Watch Center in collabora-
tion with the United States Marshals Service’s 
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National Sex Offender Targeting Center, includ-
ing the exchange of information, the sharing of 
personnel, access to information and databases 
in accordance with paragraph (1)(B), and the 
establishment of a process to share notifications 
from the international community in accordance 
with subsection (b)(1). 

(5) PASSPORT APPLICATION REVIEW.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Center shall provide a 

written determination to the Department of 
State regarding the status of an individual as a 
covered sex offender (as defined in section 240 of 
Public Law 110–457) when appropriate. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
take effect upon certification by the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and 
the Attorney General that the process developed 
and reported to the appropriate congressional 
committees under section 9 has been successfully 
implemented. 

(6) COLLECTION OF DATA.—The Center shall 
collect all relevant data, including— 

(A) a record of each notification sent under 
paragraph (3); 

(B) the response of the destination country to 
notifications under paragraph (3), where avail-
able; 

(C) any decision not to transmit a notification 
abroad, to the extent practicable; 

(D) the number of transmissions made under 
subparagraphs (A),(B), and (C) of paragraph (3) 
and the countries to which they are transmitted, 
respectively; 

(E) whether the information was transmitted 
to the destination country before scheduled com-
mencement of sex offender travel; and 

(F) any other information deemed necessary 
and appropriate by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security. 

(7) COMPLAINT REVIEW.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Center shall— 
(i) establish a mechanism to receive com-

plaints from individuals affected by erroneous 
notifications under this section; 

(ii) ensure that any complaint is promptly re-
viewed; and 

(iii) in the case of a complaint that involves a 
notification sent by another Federal Govern-
ment entity, notify the individual of the contact 
information for the appropriate entity and for-
ward the complaint to the appropriate entity for 
prompt review and response pursuant to this 
section. 

(B) RESPONSE TO COMPLAINTS.—The Center 
shall, as applicable— 

(i) provide the individual with notification in 
writing that the individual was erroneously sub-
jected to international notification; 

(ii) take action to ensure that a notification or 
information regarding the individual is not erro-
neously transmitted to a destination country in 
the future; and 

(iii) submit an additional written notification 
to the individual explaining why a notification 
or information regarding the individual was er-
roneously transmitted to the destination country 
and describing the actions that the Center has 
taken or is taking under clause (ii). 

(C) PUBLIC AWARENESS.—The Center shall 
make publicly available information on how an 
individual may submit a complaint under this 
section. 

(D) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall submit an annual 
report to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees (as defined in section 9) that includes— 

(i) the number of instances in which a notifi-
cation or information was erroneously trans-
mitted to the destination country of an indi-
vidual under paragraph (3); and 

(ii) the actions taken to prevent similar errors 
from occurring in the future. 

(8) ANNUAL REVIEW PROCESS.—The Center 
shall establish, in coordination with the Attor-
ney General, the Secretary of State, and 
INTERPOL, an annual review process to ensure 
that there is appropriate coordination and col-
laboration, including consistent procedures gov-

erning the activities authorized under this Act, 
in carrying out this Act. 

(9) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—The Center shall 
make available to the United States Marshals 
Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting Cen-
ter information on travel by sex offenders in a 
timely manner. 

(f) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘sex 
offender’’ means— 

(1) a covered sex offender; or 
(2) an individual required to register under 

the sex offender registration program of any ju-
risdiction or included in the National Sex Of-
fender Registry, on the basis of an offense 
against a minor. 
SEC. 5. NOTIFICATION BY THE UNITED STATES 

MARSHALS SERVICE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Marshals 

Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting Cen-
ter may— 

(1) transmit notification of international trav-
el of a sex offender to the destination country of 
the sex offender, including to the visa-issuing 
agent or agents in the United States of the 
country; 

(2) share information relating to traveling sex 
offenders with other Federal, State, local, and 
foreign agencies and entities, as appropriate; 

(3) receive incoming notifications concerning 
individuals seeking to enter the United States 
who have committed offenses of a sexual nature 
and shall share the information received imme-
diately with the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity; and 

(4) perform such other functions at the Attor-
ney General or the Director of the United States 
Marshals Service may direct. 

(b) CONSISTENT NOTIFICATION.—In making no-
tifications under subsection (a)(1), the United 
States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender 
Targeting Center shall, to the extent feasible 
and appropriate, ensure that the destination 
country is consistently notified in advance 
about sex offenders under SORNA identified 
through their inclusion in sex offender registries 
of jurisdictions or the National Sex Offender 
Registry. 

(c) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—For purposes of 
carrying out this Act, the United States Mar-
shals Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting 
Center shall— 

(1) make the case management system or other 
system that provides access to a list of individ-
uals who have provided advanced notice of 
international travel available to the Angel 
Watch Center; 

(2) provide the Angel Watch Center a deter-
mination of compliance with title I of the Adam 
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 
(42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.) for the list of individ-
uals transmitted under section 4(e)(1)(C); 

(3) make available to the Angel Watch Center 
information on travel by sex offenders in a time-
ly manner; and 

(4) consult with the Department of State re-
garding operation of the international notifica-
tion program authorized under this Act. 

(d) CORRECTIONS.—Upon receiving informa-
tion that a notification sent by the United 
States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender 
Targeting Center regarding an individual was 
inaccurate, the United States Marshals Service’s 
National Sex Offender Targeting Center shall 
immediately— 

(1) send a notification of correction to the des-
tination country notified; 

(2) correct all data collected in accordance 
with subsection (f); and 

(3) if applicable, send a notification of correc-
tion to the Angel Watch Center. 

(e) FORM.—The notification under this section 
may be transmitted through such means as are 
determined appropriate by the United States 
Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender Tar-
geting Center, including through the 
INTERPOL notification system and through 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Legal attaches. 

(f) COLLECTION OF DATA.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall collect all relevant data, including— 

(1) a record of each notification sent under 
subsection (a); 

(2) the response of the destination country to 
notifications under paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
subsection (a), where available; 

(3) any decision not to transmit a notification 
abroad, to the extent practicable; 

(4) the number of transmissions made under 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a) and the 
countries to which they are transmitted; 

(5) whether the information was transmitted 
to the destination country before scheduled com-
mencement of sex offender travel; and 

(6) any other information deemed necessary 
and appropriate by the Attorney General. 

(g) COMPLAINT REVIEW.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States Marshals 

Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting Cen-
ter shall— 

(A) establish a mechanism to receive com-
plaints from individuals affected by erroneous 
notifications under this section; 

(B) ensure that any complaint is promptly re-
viewed; and 

(C) in the case of a complaint that involves a 
notification sent by another Federal Govern-
ment entity, notify the individual of the contact 
information for the appropriate entity and for-
ward the complaint to the appropriate entity for 
prompt review and response pursuant to this 
section. 

(2) RESPONSE TO COMPLAINTS.—The United 
States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender 
Targeting Center shall, as applicable— 

(A) provide the individual with notification in 
writing that the individual was erroneously sub-
jected to international notification; 

(B) take action to ensure that a notification 
or information regarding the individual is not 
erroneously transmitted to a destination country 
in the future; and 

(C) submit an additional written notification 
to the individual explaining why a notification 
or information regarding the individual was er-
roneously transmitted to the destination country 
and describing the actions that the United 
States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender 
Targeting Center has taken or is taking under 
subparagraph (B). 

(3) PUBLIC AWARENESS.—The United States 
Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender Tar-
geting Center shall make publicly available in-
formation on how an individual may submit a 
complaint under this section. 

(4) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Attorney 
General shall submit an annual report to the 
appropriate congressional committees (as de-
fined in section 9) that includes— 

(A) the number of instances in which a notifi-
cation or information was erroneously trans-
mitted to the destination country of an indi-
vidual under subsection (a); and 

(B) the actions taken to prevent similar errors 
from occurring in the future. 

(h) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘sex 
offender’’ means— 

(1) a sex offender under SORNA; or 
(2) a person required to register under the sex 

offender registration program of any jurisdic-
tion or included in the National Sex Offender 
Registry. 
SEC. 6. INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. 

(a) REQUIREMENT THAT SEX OFFENDERS PRO-
VIDE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL RELATED INFOR-
MATION TO SEX OFFENDER REGISTRIES.—Section 
114 of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16914) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-

graph (8); and; 
(B) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(7) Information relating to intended travel of 

the sex offender outside the United States, in-
cluding any anticipated dates and places of de-
parture, arrival, or return, carrier and flight 
numbers for air travel, destination country and 
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address or other contact information therein, 
means and purpose of travel, and any other 
itinerary or other travel-related information re-
quired by the Attorney General.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) TIME AND MANNER.—A sex offender shall 

provide and update information required under 
subsection (a), including information relating to 
intended travel outside the United States re-
quired under paragraph (7) of that subsection, 
in conformity with any time and manner re-
quirements prescribed by the Attorney Gen-
eral.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 
2250 OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE.—Sec-
tion 2250 of title 18, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c) as 
subsections (c) and (d), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REPORTING VIO-
LATIONS.—Whoever— 

‘‘(1) is required to register under the Sex Of-
fender Registration and Notification Act (42 
U.S.C. 16901 et seq.); 

‘‘(2) knowingly fails to provide information re-
quired by the Sex Offender Registration and No-
tification Act relating to intended travel in for-
eign commerce; and 

‘‘(3) engages or attempts to engage in the in-
tended travel in foreign commerce; 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 10 years, or both.’’; and 

(3) in subsections (c) and (d), as redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘subsection (a)’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘subsection (a) or (b)’’. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out this 
Act, and the amendments made by this Act, the 
Attorney General may use the resources and ca-
pacities of any appropriate agencies of the De-
partment of Justice, including the Office of Sex 
Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Appre-
hending, Registering, and Tracking, the United 
States Marshals Service, INTERPOL Wash-
ington-U.S. National Central Bureau, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, the Criminal Divi-
sion, and the United States Attorneys’ Offices. 
SEC. 7. RECIPROCAL NOTIFICATIONS. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
should seek reciprocal international agreements 
or arrangements to further the purposes of this 
Act and the Sex Offender Registration and Noti-
fication Act (42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.). Such 
agreements or arrangements may establish 
mechanisms and undertakings to receive and 
transmit notices concerning international travel 
by sex offenders, through the Angel Watch Cen-
ter, the INTERPOL notification system, and 
such other means as may be appropriate, in-
cluding notification by the United States to 
other countries relating to the travel of sex of-
fenders from the United States, reciprocal notifi-
cation by other countries to the United States 
relating to the travel of sex offenders to the 
United States, and mechanisms to correct and, 
as applicable, remove from any other records, 
any inaccurate information transmitted through 
such notifications. 
SEC. 8. UNIQUE PASSPORT IDENTIFIERS FOR 

COVERED SEX OFFENDERS. 
(a) AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC LAW 110-457.— 

Title II of Public Law 110–457 is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 240. UNIQUE PASSPORT IDENTIFIERS FOR 

COVERED SEX OFFENDERS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Immediately after receiving 

a written determination from the Angel Watch 
Center that an individual is a covered sex of-
fender, through the process developed for that 
purpose under section 9 of the International 
Megan’s Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and 
Other Sexual Crimes Through Advanced Notifi-
cation of Traveling Sex Offenders, the Secretary 
of State shall take appropriate action under 
subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY TO USE UNIQUE PASSPORT 
IDENTIFIERS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 
paragraph (2), the Secretary of State shall not 
issue a passport to a covered sex offender unless 
the passport contains a unique identifier, and 
may revoke a passport previously issued without 
such an identifier of a covered sex offender. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY TO REISSUE.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), the Secretary of State 
may reissue a passport that does not include a 
unique identifier if an individual described in 
subsection (a) reapplies for a passport and the 
Angel Watch Center provides a written deter-
mination, through the process developed for 
that purpose under section 9 of the Inter-
national Megan’s Law to Prevent Child Exploi-
tation and Other Sexual Crimes Through Ad-
vanced Notification of Traveling Sex Offenders, 
to the Secretary of State that the individual is 
no longer required to register as a covered sex 
offender. 

‘‘(c) DEFINED TERMS.—In this section— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘covered sex offender’ means an 

individual who— 
‘‘(A) is a sex offender, as defined in section 

4(f) of the International Megan’s Law to Pre-
vent Child Exploitation and Other Sexual 
Crimes Through Advanced Notification of Trav-
eling Sex Offenders; and 

‘‘(B) is currently required to register under 
the sex offender registration program of any ju-
risdiction; 

‘‘(2) the term ‘unique identifier’ means any 
visual designation affixed to a conspicuous loca-
tion on the passport indicating that the indi-
vidual is a covered sex offender; and 

‘‘(3) the term ‘passport’ means a passport book 
or passport card. 

‘‘(d) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the At-
torney General, and their agencies, officers, em-
ployees, and agents, shall not be liable to any 
person for any action taken under this section. 

‘‘(e) DISCLOSURE.—In furtherance of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of State may require a pass-
port applicant to disclose that they are a reg-
istered sex offender. 

‘‘(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take 
effect upon certification by the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and 
the Attorney General, that the process devel-
oped and reported to the appropriate congres-
sional committees under section 9 of the Inter-
national Megan’s Law to Prevent Child Exploi-
tation and Other Sexual Crimes Through Ad-
vanced Notification of Traveling Sex Offenders 
has been successfully implemented.’’. 
SEC. 9. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, the Secretary of State, 
and the Attorney General shall develop a proc-
ess by which to implement section 4(e)(5) and 
the provisions of section 240 of Public Law 110– 
457, as added by section 8 of this Act. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the Sec-
retary of State, and the Attorney General shall 
jointly submit a report to, and shall consult 
with, the appropriate congressional committees 
on the process developed under subsection (a), 
which shall include a description of the pro-
posed process and a timeline and plan for imple-
mentation of that process, and shall identify the 
resources required to effectively implement that 
process. 

(c) ‘‘APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES’’ DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; 

(3) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(4) the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives; 

(5) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; 

(6) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; 

(7) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(8) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 10. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, may provide technical as-
sistance to foreign authorities in order to enable 
such authorities to participate more effectively 
in the notification program system established 
under this Act. 
SEC. 11. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of State, the Attorney General, and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security such sums 
as may be necessary to carry out this Act. 
SEC. 12. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit 
international information sharing or law en-
forcement cooperation relating to any person 
pursuant to any authority of the Department of 
Justice, the Department of Homeland Security, 
or any other department or agency. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the committee-reported 
substitute be agreed to; that the 
Corker amendment at the desk be 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 2936) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To modify the authorization of 
appropriations) 

On page 42, strike lines 13 through 17 and 
insert the following: 
SEC. 11. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act $6,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2017 and 2018. 

The amendments were ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The bill (H.R. 515), as amended, was 

passed. 
f 

RURAL ACO PROVIDER EQUITY 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 2261 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2261) to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to improve the way 
beneficiaries are assigned under the Medi-
care shared savings program by also basing 
such assignment on services furnished by 
Federally qualified health centers and rural 
health clinics. 
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There being no objection, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the bill. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2261) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 2261 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rural ACO 
Provider Equity Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ASSIGNMENT OF 

BENEFICIARIES UNDER THE MEDI-
CARE SHARED SAVINGS PROGRAM. 

Section 1899(c) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1395jjj(c)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘utilization of primary’’ 
and inserting ‘‘utilization of— 

‘‘(1) in the case of performance years begin-
ning on or after April 1, 2012, primary’’; 

(2) in paragraph (1), as added by paragraph 
(1) of this section, by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) in the case of performance years begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2018, services pro-
vided under this title by a Federally quali-
fied health center or rural health clinic (as 
those terms are defined in section 1861(aa)), 
as may be determined by the Secretary.’’. 

f 

NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERV-
IST DEBT RELIEF EXTENSION 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4246, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4246) to exempt for an addi-
tional 4-year period, from the application of 
the means-test presumption of abuse under 
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve 
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or 
to perform a homeland defense activity for 
not less than 90 days. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4246) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

GLOBAL MAGNITSKY HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 174, S. 284. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 284) to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign persons responsible for gross 
violations of internationally recognized 
human rights, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment. 

(Insert the part printed in italic.) 
S. 284 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global 

Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Financial Services 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 
person’’ means a person that is not a United 
States person. 

(3) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an 
individual or entity. 

(4) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to 
the United States; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or of any jurisdiction 
within the United States, including a foreign 
branch of such an entity. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF IMPOSITION OF 

SANCTIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may im-

pose the sanctions described in subsection (b) 
with respect to any foreign person the Presi-
dent determines, based on credible evi-
dence— 

(1) is responsible for extrajudicial killings, 
torture, or other gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights com-
mitted against individuals in any foreign 
country who seek— 

(A) to expose illegal activity carried out by 
government officials; or 

(B) to obtain, exercise, defend, or promote 
internationally recognized human rights and 
freedoms, such as the freedoms of religion, 
expression, association, and assembly, and 
the rights to a fair trial and democratic elec-
tions; 

(2) acted as an agent of or on behalf of a 
foreign person in a matter relating to an ac-
tivity described in paragraph (1); 

(3) is a government official, or a senior as-
sociate of such an official, that is responsible 
for, or complicit in, ordering, controlling, or 
otherwise directing, acts of significant cor-
ruption, including the expropriation of pri-
vate or public assets for personal gain, cor-
ruption related to government contracts or 
the extraction of natural resources, bribery, 
or the facilitation or transfer of the proceeds 
of corruption to foreign jurisdictions; or 

(4) has materially assisted, sponsored, or 
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in 
support of, an activity described in para-
graph (3). 

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) INADMISSIBILITY TO UNITED STATES.—In 
the case of a foreign person who is an indi-
vidual— 

(A) ineligibility to receive a visa to enter 
the United States or to be admitted to the 
United States; or 

(B) if the individual has been issued a visa 
or other documentation, revocation, in ac-
cordance with section 221(i) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), of 
the visa or other documentation. 

(2) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The blocking, in accord-

ance with the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), of 
all transactions in all property and interests 
in property of a foreign person if such prop-
erty and interests in property are in the 
United States, come within the United 
States, or are or come within the possession 
or control of a United States person. 

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY REQUIREMENT.—The requirements of 
section 202 of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall 
not apply for purposes of this section. 

(c) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION 
IN IMPOSING SANCTIONS.—In determining 
whether to impose sanctions under sub-
section (a), the President shall consider— 

(1) information provided by the chair-
person and ranking member of each of the 
appropriate congressional committees; and 

(2) credible information obtained by other 
countries and nongovernmental organiza-
tions that monitor violations of human 
rights. 

(d) REQUESTS BY CHAIRPERSON AND RANKING 
MEMBER OF APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEES.—Not later than 120 days after 
receiving a written request from the chair-
person and ranking member of one of the ap-
propriate congressional committees with re-
spect to whether a foreign person has en-
gaged in an activity described in subsection 
(a), the President shall— 

(1) determine if that person has engaged in 
such an activity; and 

(2) submit a report to the chairperson and 
ranking member of that committee with re-
spect to that determination that includes— 

(A) a statement of whether or not the 
President imposed or intends to impose sanc-
tions with respect to the person; and 

(B) if the President imposed or intends to 
impose sanctions, a description of those 
sanctions. 

(e) WAIVER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY INTER-
ESTS.—The President may waive the applica-
tion of sanctions under this section with re-
spect to a person if the President— 

(1) determines that such a waiver is in the 
national security interests of the United 
States; and 

(2) before granting the waiver, submits to 
the appropriate congressional committees 
notice of, and a justification for, the waiver. 

(f) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Sanc-
tions under subsection (b)(1) shall not apply 
to an individual if admitting the individual 
into the United States is necessary to permit 
the United States to comply with the Agree-
ment regarding the Headquarters of the 
United Nations, signed at Lake Success June 
26, 1947, and entered into force November 21, 
1947, between the United Nations and the 
United States, or other applicable inter-
national obligations of the United States. 

(g) ENFORCEMENT OF BLOCKING OF PROP-
ERTY.—A person that violates, attempts to 
violate, conspires to violate, or causes a vio-
lation of subsection (b)(2) or any regulation, 
license, or order issued to carry out sub-
section (b)(2) shall be subject to the pen-
alties set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of 
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section 206 of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the 
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that 
section. 

(h) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a 
person if the President determines and re-
ports to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not later than 15 days before the ter-
mination of the sanctions that— 

(1) credible information exists that the per-
son did not engage in the activity for which 
sanctions were imposed; 

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions 
were imposed; or 

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a 
significant change in behavior, has paid an 
appropriate consequence for the activity for 
which sanctions were imposed, and has 
credibly committed to not engage in an ac-
tivity described in subsection (a) in the fu-
ture. 

(i) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The President 
shall issue such regulations, licenses, and or-
ders as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(j) IDENTIFICATION OF SANCTIONABLE FOREIGN 
PERSONS.—The Assistant Secretary of State for 
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, in con-
sultation with the Assistant Secretary of State 
for Consular Affairs and other bureaus of the 
Department of State, as appropriate, is author-
ized to submit to the Secretary of State, for re-
view and consideration, the names of foreign 
persons who may meet the criteria described in 
subsection (a). 
SEC. 4. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter, the President shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a report that includes— 

(1) a list of each foreign person with re-
spect to which the President imposed sanc-
tions pursuant to section 3 during the year 
preceding the submission of the report; 

(2) a description of the type of sanctions 
imposed with respect to each such person; 

(3) the number of foreign persons with re-
spect to which the President— 

(A) imposed sanctions under section 3(a) 
during that year; and 

(B) terminated sanctions under section 3(h) 
during that year; 

(4) the dates on which such sanctions were 
imposed or terminated, as the case may be; 

(5) the reasons for imposing or terminating 
such sanctions; and 

(6) a description of the efforts of the Presi-
dent to encourage the governments of other 
countries to impose sanctions that are simi-
lar to the sanctions authorized by section 3. 

(b) FORM OF REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The report required by 

subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified 
annex. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The name of a foreign per-
son to be included in the list required by sub-
section (a)(1) may be submitted in the classi-
fied annex authorized by paragraph (1) only 
if the President— 

(A) determines that it is vital for the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
to do so; 

(B) uses the annex in a manner consistent 
with congressional intent and the purposes 
of this Act; and 

(C) not later than 15 days before submit-
ting the name in a classified annex, provides 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
notice of, and a justification for, including 
the name in the classified annex despite any 
publicly available credible information indi-
cating that the person engaged in an activity 
described in section 3(a). 

(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The unclassified portion 

of the report required by subsection (a) shall 
be made available to the public, including 
through publication in the Federal Register. 

(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA 
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the 
list required by subsection (a)(1) without re-
gard to the requirements of section 222(f) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality 
of records pertaining to the issuance or re-
fusal of visas or permits to enter the United 
States. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be with-
drawn; that the Cardin amendment 
which is at the desk be agreed to; that 
the bill, as amended, be read a third 
time and passed; and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
was withdrawn. 

The amendment (No. 2937) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The bill (S. 284), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 
18, 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Friday, Decem-
ber 18; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:17 p.m., adjourned until Friday, 
December 18, 2015, at 9:30 a.m. 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS 

The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nominations by unani-
mous consent and the nominations 
were confirmed: 

ROBERT A. SALERNO, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS. 

DARLENE MICHELE SOLTYS, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate December 17, 2015: 

THE JUDICIARY 

ROBERT A. SALERNO, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS. 

DARLENE MICHELE SOLTYS, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS. 
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IN HONOR OF BONITA SHEPHERD’S 
EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE TO 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the admirable and steadfast 
service of Bonita ‘‘Bonnie’’ Shepherd. Bonnie 
is preparing to retire at the end of this year fol-
lowing 48 years of public service to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Bonnie started working in the House on 
June 18th, 1967. In the 48 years since, she 
has been an invaluable member of the Capitol 
Hill community. She began her lifelong com-
mitment to public service working in the Ray-
burn Cafeteria, where she served thousands 
of tourists, Members, and staff. She continued 
her service, working the past 27 years for the 
Architect of the Capitol, where she helps 
transport Members to votes as an elevator op-
erator. When she isn’t helping get Members to 
votes on time, she is honoring our greatest 
American heroes and loved ones through her 
work in the House flag office. 

I have only had the opportunity to know 
Bonnie for the last three years, but her com-
mitment to service and gracious attitude have 
left an indelible impression on me and thou-
sands of others who have gotten to meet her. 
I want to wish her the best as she begins her 
retirement, and thank her for her public serv-
ice to our nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PRINCIPAL 
FINANCIAL GROUP 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Principal Financial 
Group for being recognized with a 2015 
Women of Innovation award at the eighth an-
nual Women of Innovation Awards hosted by 
the Technology Association of Iowa. Overall, 
10 women, along with a single corporation, 
were recognized with innovation awards. The 
award highlights today’s extraordinary women 
and recognizes leaders in science, technology, 
engineering, and math. 

Principal Financial Group is a Des Moines 
based global investment manager. More than 
45 percent of the organization’s IT profes-
sionals are women. Principal Financial is also 
involved in a number of efforts to support 
STEM education throughout the community 
and the entire state. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
community leaders like those at Principal Fi-
nancial Group in the United States Congress 
and it is with great pride that I recognize them 

today. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 
congratulating Principal Financial Group on re-
ceiving this award and wishing each of their 
employees nothing but continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HUMANITARIAN 
EFFORTS OF ISRAELI HOSPITALS 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to today 
to recognize the efforts of the Israeli hospitals 
and medical teams treating the Syrians injured 
as a result of their country’s continued vio-
lence. 

Numerous Syrians travel to the Israeli bor-
der in their hour of need, and in an act of 
compassion Israeli hospitals have provided 
lifesaving medical treatment. Medical teams 
along the Syrian and Israeli border treat these 
Syrians in field hospitals, and those requiring 
more intensive medical treatment are trans-
ferred to one of four hospitals. Among the vic-
tims treated by these hospitals are innocent 
children who have been gravely injured by the 
violence. 

These heroic efforts may seem inconceiv-
able considering the longstanding conflict be-
tween the two nations. However, these Israeli 
hospitals demonstrate that by welcoming Syr-
ians in need humanity trumps politics and hos-
tility. The impact of this generosity goes be-
yond that of medical treatment. As one doctor 
from the Ziv Medical Center stated, the com-
passion shown by the Israeli medical teams is 
‘‘planting the seeds of peace.’’ 

In an area of the world that has been 
plagued by violence and destruction, the as-
sistance provided by these hospitals offers a 
beacon of hope. It is my hope that the seeds 
of peace will grow and that future generations 
may live amongst each other, no longer in 
hostility, but in solidarity and friendship. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR TRENT 
COLESTOCK 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Army Major Trent Colestock, for his 
extraordinary dedication and service to the 
United States of America. Major Colestock will 
be moving on from his current assignment as 
an Army Congressional Liaison to the U.S. 
House of Representatives to Fort Hood, 
Texas. 

Army Congressional Liaisons provide an in-
valuable service to both the Military and Con-
gress. They assist Congressional Members 
and staff in understanding the Army’s policies, 

actions, operations, and requirements. Their 
first-hand knowledge of military needs, culture, 
and tradition is a tremendous benefit to Con-
gress. 

Raised in Texas, Major Colestock commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Army’s 
Field Artillery. He has served and commanded 
in a variety of assignments including service at 
Fort Drum, Fort Hood, the Pentagon, and in 
Iraq. Major Colestock was selected for the 
highly competitive Congressional Fellowship 
Program in 2011. 

A few of Major Colestock’s military awards 
include the Combat Action Badge, the Bronze 
Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
and the Iraq Campaign Medal. He has also 
earned both the Parachutist and Air Assault 
Badges. He holds a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration from Texas Christian University 
and a Master of Arts in Congressional Affairs 
from George Washington University. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
selfless service of Major Colestock as he pro-
ceeds to the next chapter in his remarkable 
career serving our great Nation. On behalf of 
a grateful Nation, I join my colleagues in rec-
ognizing and commending Major Colestock for 
his dedicated service to our Country. It is my 
distinct pleasure to join with Trent’s family, 
friends, peers, as they honor the accomplish-
ments of his outstanding ongoing career. 

f 

REMEMBERING JEAN 
STARKWEATHER 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Jean Starkweather, who passed away in 
San Rafael, California, on November 23, four 
days shy of her 86th birthday. A lifelong advo-
cate for the environment and a beloved leader 
in Marin County, Mrs. Starkweather will be re-
membered for her unyielding activism, her 
gentle spirit, and her steadfast sense of pur-
pose related to protecting natural resources in 
Marin County. 

Mrs. Starkweather was born in Seattle in 
1929 and moved to San Rafael with her hus-
band soon after graduating from Carleton Col-
lege. She began her environmental advocacy 
in the early 1970s as chair of a local home-
owners group, when she fought against devel-
opments on a hillside near Terra Linda. From 
there, she joined a litany of groups working to 
preserve natural spaces, including the Citizens 
Advisory Committee for the San Rafael, Audu-
bon Canyon Ranch, and the Marin County 
Parks and Open Space commission. 

Not only was Mrs. Starkweather involved 
with numerous conservation groups—she was 
a leader in practically every organization she 
joined. Throughout the decades, she helmed 
the San Francisco Bay Association, Marin Au-
dubon Society, and Marin Conservation 
League (MCL), among others. Her involve-
ment did not go unnoticed. She received the 
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Marin Green Award and the Peter Behr Life-
time Achievement Award from the MCL, and 
was recognized by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for her contributions. 

One area she was especially passionate 
about was protecting the San Rafael shore-
line. Along with serving on MCL’s Bayfront 
Committee, she conducted monthly bird 
counts, organized work parties to remove 
invasive plants, and tested water salinity. In 
2003, San Rafael recognized the efforts of her 
and her husband, John, who passed away in 
2001, with the creation of the Jean and John 
Starkweather Shoreline Park. 

Mrs. Starkweather’s persistent advocacy to 
preserve natural spaces, wildlife, and wetlands 
in the North Bay are worthy of our thanks and 
admiration. It is therefore appropriate that we 
pay tribute to her today and express our deep-
est condolences to her sons David, Stephen, 
and Tim. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SOUTH CHINA 
SEA PEACE INITIATIVE OF TAI-
WANESE PRESIDENT MA 

HON. MIKE BISHOP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, the 
United States and Taiwan enjoy deep and 
close relationship that covers areas including 
security, culture, and trade. Taiwan has played 
a significant role in promoting democracy in 
the East Asia and contributed to international 
development, humanitarian missions, and re-
gional stability, such as in the South China 
Sea. 

Earlier this year, Taiwan President Ma pro-
posed the South China Sea Peace Initiative, 
calling on claimants in the region to resolve 
disputes peacefully through international laws, 
in particular the freedom of navigation and 
overflight, and consultations based on equality 
and reciprocity. I appreciate his leadership and 
efforts in promoting regional peace and sta-
bility. 

On December 12, 2015, Taiwan’s Minister 
of the Interior flew to the Taiping (Itu Aba) Is-
land, which is the largest natural island in the 
Spratly islands and administered by ROC (Tai-
wan) government since 1946, and reiterated 
President Ma’s South China Sea Peace Initia-
tive. We encourage any efforts that contribute 
to lower regional tensions and hope all the 
parties involved will work together to maintain 
regional peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RON GAMBLE, VET-
ERAN AND OWNER OF VETERANS 
UNITED CRAFT BREWERY 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ron Gamble, a local Navy vet-
eran and small business owner of Veterans 
United Craft Brewery, located in Jacksonville, 
Florida. Mr. Gamble, along with a group of 
military veterans, started the local craft brew-
ery in 2013. As a former Naval Flight Officer, 

Mr. Gamble spent eight years active duty in 
the Navy and four years in the reserves. 

Mr. Gamble first found his interest in brew-
ing craft beer when his wife, Sheryl, presented 
him with a gift-wrapped box containing a buck-
et, a funnel, tubing, and various other odd- 
looking components. It was a simple, beer 
making kit. With a few, carefully-chosen ingre-
dients, the possibilities for experimenting with 
this new home brewing hobby were endless. 

Hobby turned to passion, and Mr. Gamble 
attended the renowned Siebel Institute of 
Technology in Chicago, Illinois for professional 
brewing. After several years managing 
brewhouse and cellar operations at multiple 
breweries in the New England area, Ron and 
Sheryl headed back home to sunny Jackson-
ville, Florida. 

Veterans United Craft Brewery opened in 
August of 2014 with a goal to expand as a re-
gional brewery. Today, Veterans United Craft 
Brewery is working to be known throughout 
the state of Florida as a quality craft brewery. 

Veterans United is not only a veteran owned 
business, but a veteran operated business. 
Mr. Gamble believes it is important to employ 
local veterans looking for work but also finds 
that they are some of the best employees. 
Walking into the taproom you will find the 
walls covered in memorabilia connected to Mr. 
Gamble and his service, as well as history 
through the years of all branches of the mili-
tary. 

It is truly an honor to recognize Mr. Gamble 
and his contributions he has made to our 
Jacksonville community. Mr. Speaker, I hope 
you will join me in this very special congres-
sional salute to Navy Veteran and Jacksonville 
business owner, Ron Gamble. 

f 

REMEMBERING DENNIS REZENDES, 
NATION’S FIRST HOSPICE AD-
MINISTRATOR 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
year, our nation lost a giant in the world of 
health care. Dennis Rezendes, one of the 
original creators of hospice care, passed away 
in June at his home, surrounded by family and 
friends and with care from the program he 
helped establish. 

The son of second-generation immigrant 
parents, Dennis was born in Fall River, Mas-
sachusetts and grew up during the Great De-
pression. Enlisting in the United States Air 
Force following his graduation from high 
school, Dennis served his country with honor 
and distinction for six years during which time, 
as a Grand Control Approach operator, he 
was involved in the U.S. side of the Berlin Air-
lift. Following his honorable discharge, he at-
tended the University of Maine where he grad-
uated in 1957 with honors and a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Public Management. He 
went on to earn his Master of Government Ad-
ministration degree from the Wharton School 
of Business and Finance and the Fels Institute 
of Local and State government at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. 

Among his many professional endeavors, 
Dennis served former New Haven Mayor Rich-
ard Lee as the Director of Administration and 

Budget Officer. It was during his time with the 
Lee Administration that I first got to know Den-
nis. He played an integral role in the rejuvena-
tion of the City of New Haven, helping to ini-
tiate innovative programs designed to improve 
the physical and social state of the city and its 
residents. 

Dennis’ true passion was realized in 1974 
when he joined a small group of doctors and 
nurses to create the first program of hospice 
care in the United States along with the con-
struction of the first American hospice facility 
located in Branford, Connecticut. Dennis went 
on to found the National Hospice Organization 
where he served as its first Executive Director. 
He played a critical leadership role in the en-
actment of Medicare and Medicaid legislation 
and private insurance payment for hospice 
care as well as the enactment of innovative 
health legislation in Connecticut related to 
hospice care that was replicated in many other 
states. 

His pioneering efforts were recognized by 
Presidents Carter and Reagan, former Speak-
er of the House of Representatives, Thomas 
‘‘Tip’’ O’Neill, Senators Edward ‘‘Ted’’ Ken-
nedy and Robert Dole as well as many others. 
Dennis’ last effort in the hospice movement 
was the co-creation of Community Hospice 
Care in Anaheim Hills, California which grew 
to become the second largest program of hos-
pice care in the country. Retiring in 1994, it is 
an understatement to say that Dennis left an 
indelible mark on our nation’s health care sys-
tem. 

Above all else, Dennis was a deeply de-
voted family man. I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to his wife, Beau; his daughter, Cheryl, 
and her husband Alan; his son Michael; his 
two stepsons Shane Hobart, and his wife 
Heather, and Seth, and his wife Nicole, as 
well as his six grandchildren August, Brook, 
Grace, Ethan, Eligh, and Jax. 

Dennis Rezendes was an extraordinary man 
whose compassion and strong desire to make 
a difference changed the face of how we care 
for the terminally ill and their families in their 
last days. I consider myself fortunate to have 
known him and, like so many others, remain 
inspired by his vision and leadership. His is a 
legacy that will continue to touch the lives of 
those most in need for generations to come. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. AUDREY ANN 
HOFFMAN LAWSON 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to honor the memory of a civil rights 
activist and spiritual exemplar of the Houston 
community: Mrs. Audrey Ann Hoffman 
Lawson. With remarkable commitment, Mrs. 
Lawson dedicated her life to helping others, 
especially the young and the neediest. 

Mrs. Lawson was born in St. Louis, Missouri 
on March 20, 1932. Mrs. Lawson met her hus-
band, Reverend Bill Lawson, in St. Louis after 
they exchanged over 600 letters, wherein she 
affectionately became known as ‘‘Little Red.’’ 
Married 61 years, Reverend and Mrs. Lawson 
reared one son and three daughters. They 
also founded the historic Wheeler Avenue 
Baptist Church as well as initiated and sup-
ported numerous programs to help the young 
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and disadvantaged. Mrs. Lawson served her 
community well as she promoted the power of 
faith and prayer. She will most assuredly be 
remembered for her leadership at the historic 
Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, helping to 
establish two charter schools, her support for 
the Ensemble Theater, and her immeasurable 
love for children. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Lawson will be 
missed dearly by a host of family and friends. 
The family includes her husband, four children 
(Melanie, Cheryl, Eric, and Roxanne) as well 
as her grandchildren. Mrs. Lawson will be 
celebrated and memorialized in the Houston 
community as a faithful Christian lady, wife, 
mother, and community leader. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BARBRA 
STREISAND IN RECEIVING THE 
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREE-
DOM 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a constituent of Califor-
nia’s 33rd Congressional District who is one of 
our nation’s most gifted artists, and compas-
sionate humanitarians. Barbra Joan Streisand, 
who was recently awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom by President Obama. 

In the sixth decade of her career, Streisand 
has captivated generations of music and 
movie lovers, young and old alike. Through 
her creative work, Ms. Streisand has received 
countless honors including two Academy 
Awards, four Peabody Awards, eight Golden 
Globes, and the National Medal of Arts and 
Kennedy Center honors. Further, the three 
films she has directed to date have received 
14 Oscar nominations. In 1984, Ms. Streisand 
became the first woman and only woman to 
win a Golden Globe for Best Director, which 
she won for the film Yentl. 

A long time record setter as a recording art-
ist, her 1963 album entitled The Barbra 
Streisand Album amassed six nominations for 
Album of the Year and five for Record of the 
Year—more than any other female artist in 
history. Since then she has won a total of 10 
Grammys and released 52 gold albums, 31 
platinum albums and 18 multi-platinum al-
bums, topping the list of album sales by a fe-
male singer. 

Yet Ms. Streisand’s most enduring legacy is 
her tireless activism and generous philan-
thropic mission. Established in 1986, the 
Streisand Foundation has brought millions of 
dollars to ensure the legacy of numerous or-
ganizations promoting voter education, civil 
rights, higher education, veterans’ assistance, 
and the preservation of our environment. Ms. 
Streisand’s work on the crucial issues of cli-
mate change and healthcare have been ex-
ceptional, raising and contributing money to 
fight AIDS and heart disease, as exemplified 
by the recent naming of the Barbra Streisand 
Women’s Heart Center at Cedar Sinai Hospital 
in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Ms. 
Streisand and her extraordinary achievements. 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
GEORGE DAVIS 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the life of George Davis; a friend, 
an honorable leader, and a valued member of 
our Toledo community. 

George Davis was born in Toledo, Ohio on 
July 11, 1927 to Polly Ann and George Davis. 
He grew up on Scott Street and from the age 
of 6 sold newspapers and did odd jobs to help 
his family in the Depression. 

He was a Scott High School student when 
he went to work at Willys-Overland Motors at 
the age of 15. He retired in 1993 as a rep-
resentative for Local 12, United Auto Workers. 
George was a veteran of the Army Air Corps. 

George Davis became the first African- 
American appointed as a union steward and 
served as chairman of the Jeep unit. He sat 
on the Jeep executive committee and, when 
the former American Motors Corporation 
owned the Toledo plant, George was a leader 
in a UAW intracorporate council. When he re-
tired, he was on the state board of UAW’s 
Community Action Program. 

George Davis served the Toledo Branch, 
NAACP, as the President, first vice president, 
chairman of committees and as a nuts-and- 
bolts member. In 2012 he was among the 
honorees recognized at an annual luncheon of 
the African American Legacy Project of North-
west Ohio. 

George Davis is survived by his sons, 
George III, Larry, Calvin and Norman; step-
daughters Helen and Patricia Webb; stepsons 
Walter Webb III and Robert Webb; four grand-
children; three great-grandchildren, as well as 
step-grandchildren and step-great-grand-
children. His wife of 25 years, Gladys, died in 
2002. 

George Davis was a great leader in all 
realms—his family, his church, his chosen pro-
fession as a union officer, his civil rights advo-
cacy, and as a valued community leader 
whose opinion was sought and appreciated. 
He was blessed with an exceptional mind and 
an exceptional instinct. He knew how to read 
people, how to anticipate them, and how to 
counsel them. He had a gift for politics in the 
best sense. His goals were to serve people 
and to take their cause to those who could 
make a difference. And he did. He was an 
honorable leader, an indefatigable ally, and a 
courageous and unyielding advocate for peo-
ple whose voices needed uplifting. He had a 
God given talent to accomplish good works, 
and he did. 

George Davis led our community to a better 
place every day of his working life, which ex-
tended to the day of his homegoing. May God 
bless him and bring peace to his family and 
friends as they bear this enormous loss. And 
may George Davis’ precious talents, good na-
ture, and unyielding spirit carry his legacy for-
ward and inspire others to emulate his life. 

TRIBUTE TO KIMBERLY WAYNE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kimberly 
Wayne of Des Moines, Iowa, for being named 
a 2015 Woman of Innovation at the eighth an-
nual Women of Innovation Awards hosted by 
the Technology Association of Iowa. Overall, 
they honored 10 women with innovation 
awards. The award highlights today’s extraor-
dinary women and recognizes leaders in 
science, technology, engineering and math. 

Kimberly was recognized as a Diversity 
Champion. She is a founder of Jewels Acad-
emy, a nonprofit that encourages young 
women to take part in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math programs and uses Bib-
lical principles of learning and character build-
ing. Kimberly’s organization plays a key role in 
today’s technology-driven society, especially 
for those children who may not otherwise have 
the opportunity to take part in this type of pro-
gram. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
leaders like Kimberly in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her for utilizing her talents to better 
both the community of Des Moines and the 
state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Kimberly on receiving this 
esteemed designation and wishing her nothing 
but continued success. 

f 

HONORING AMICUS POLONIAE— 
FRIEND OF POLONIA—VOLUN-
TEER FREE LEGAL CLINIC ON 
THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Amicus Poloniae—Friend of 
Polonia—Volunteer Free Legal Clinic on their 
25th anniversary this October. On the third 
Saturday of each month since 1990, a large 
group of attorneys and other volunteers have 
gathered to meet and provide legal advice to 
individuals who would normally not be able to 
afford to hire an attorney. 

In 1990 Edward Moskal, the president of 
Polish National Alliance, met with an attorney 
to discuss an idea of helping people access 
legal aid and representation to Chicago’s Pol-
ish community. Since then, the Clinic has pro-
vided attorneys, interpreters, clerks and other 
volunteers for thousands of individuals seeking 
help. Today, Frank Spula, the current presi-
dent of PNA, continues to support Amicus 
Poloniae. 

The Clinic has also received continued sup-
port from the Polish National Alliance and the 
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services Foundation. 
CVLS has even recognized regular volunteers 
with a Distinguished Service Award. 

Mark Dobrzycki is the current chief adminis-
trator who administers the monthly meetings. 
Preceding him was Marianna Lach, who ran 
the meetings from the conception of the clinic 
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until her passing in 2005. Attorneys Robert 
Groszek and Alexander Fiedotjew serve as 
the co-chairs. Alexander has volunteered with 
the Clinic since the start along with Zygmunt 
‘‘Ziggy’’ Sokolnicki. 

Mr. Speaker, as the representative of a 
large portion of Polish constituents, I applaud 
Amicus Poloniae for their tireless work and 
dedication to the thousands of people in need. 
I ask that my colleagues join me in recog-
nizing and congratulating Amicus Poloniae on 
a successful past quarter-century. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF RATIBU JACOCKS 
SHADIDI 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ratibu Jacocks Shadidi, who passed 
away on December 10, 2015 at the age of 72. 

Ratibu was an active member of the com-
munity who provided great service to the resi-
dents of the Inland Empire through his com-
passionate nature and commitment to promote 
the welfare of others. His service to the public 
began at an early age when he joined the 
United States Army in 1961. Later, upon mov-
ing to Riverside in the 1970s, he worked as a 
Field Representative for California State Sen-
ator Ruben Ayala and helped many in the 
community receive assistance from state 
agencies. He then operated a local firm and 
became known for publishing a directory of 
enterprises operated by women and minori-
ties, which is distributed throughout California 
to promote small businesses. 

A man of faith, Ratibu taught Sunday school 
at the Temple Missionary Baptist Church in 
San Bernardino. He is credited with inspiring 
several of his peers to become spiritual lead-
ers and was known for seeing things in people 
that they couldn’t see in themselves. Ratibu 
also is known in the community for forming the 
Inland Area Kwanzaa Group, and had hosted 
the annual Kwanzaa Karamu for more than 
two decades. In 2007, he published a memoir 
in which he describes how his belief system 
helped guide him through difficult times in his 
life. 

For his contributions to the community and 
for his many other achievements, I would like 
to honor Ratibu Jacocks Shadidi and his fam-
ily. While Ratibu will truly be missed by resi-
dents of the Inland Empire, his legacy will con-
tinue through all of those that knew him. He is 
survived by his wife of 34 years, former-Cali-
fornia State Assemblywoman Wilmer Amina 
Carter, and their three daughters. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AARON PEARSON, 
RETIRED OFFICER OF THE 
SPRINGFIELD POLICE DEPART-
MENT, FOR BEING INJURED IN 
THE LINE OF DUTY PROTECTING 
THE SPRINGFIELD COMMUNITY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Aaron Pearson, retired officer of the 

Springfield Police Department, for his dedica-
tion to protecting the Springfield community as 
well as his courage and perseverance after 
being injured in the line of duty. 

On January 26, 2015, Officer Pearson was 
struck below the left eye with one of several 
rounds fired at him while responding to a re-
quest for backup. As a result of his injuries, 
doctors predicted that Aaron would likely 
never walk or talk again, but he never gave 
up. Aaron persevered through months of dif-
ficult rehab and less than five months later he 
made enough progress to throw the first pitch 
at the Springfield Cardinals game. His actions 
have shown an incredible example of courage 
in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds. 
This November, he was awarded the Spring-
field Police Department Purple Heart for en-
during this adversity. 

Officer Pearson served his community with 
passion throughout his time with the Spring-
field Police Department. Before his retirement, 
Aaron’s accomplishments exemplified this and 
those who worked with him in the line of duty 
had great respect for his professionalism. 

Mr. Speaker, Aaron Pearson has worked 
tirelessly to protect his community and better 
those around him; I extend to him my deepest 
appreciation for his courage and dedication to 
ensuring the safety of the Springfield commu-
nity. His efforts have not only contributed 
greatly the Springfield community, but have 
made me proud to serve the people of Mis-
souri’s seventh Congressional District. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEMA 
HELP AND EDUCATION FOR 
LOCAL PARTNERS ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the FEMA Help and Education for Local 
Partners Act (FEMA HELP Act). The bill ad-
dresses concerns raised by states and local 
governments about the lack of comprehensive 
information about the various federal assist-
ance programs available during and in the 
aftermath of a natural or man-made disaster. 
The bill creates a federal multi-agency team, 
led by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), to provide coordinated assist-
ance to state, local, tribal, and territorial lead-
ers in implementing a comprehensive ap-
proach to recovery and utilizing the full range 
of federal resources across agencies and pro-
grams. 

The number and costs of federally declared 
disasters has been on the rise over the last 30 
years. For example, total damages from 
1972’s Hurricane Agnes were $2.1 billion, 
1999’s Hurricane Floyd caused $6 billion in 
damage, while Hurricane Sandy resulted in 
$65 billion in total damage. With the multiple 
disaster assistance programs offered by fed-
eral agencies in the aftermath of a disaster, 
the federal government needs to work to-
gether with state, local, tribal, and territorial 
leaders to provide the right types of aid on 
time to meet critical needs. At a recent Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee Sub-
committee on Economic Development, Public 
Buildings, and Emergency Management 
roundtable, a state representative suggested 

that the federal government provide a ‘‘menu 
of resources’’ so that state, local, tribal, and 
territorial leaders and their residents can look 
for government resources in one place. 

To address the current lack of coordination, 
the FEMA HELP Act is designed to require 
federal agencies to work together in a collabo-
rative manner with state, local, tribal, and terri-
torial leaders and provide them with guidance 
on federal assistance programs. To accom-
plish this aim, the bill directs FEMA to con-
vene and manage multi-agency federal teams 
to work with and provide coordinated assist-
ance to state, local, tribal, and territorial lead-
ers in implementing a comprehensive ap-
proach to recovery and utilizing the full range 
of federal funding resources across agencies 
and programs. The bill also requires FEMA’s 
coordinating officers be trained in the range of 
applicable funding programs. The multi-agency 
federal team would include FEMA, the Federal 
Transit Administration, the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, the Small Business 
Administration, the Department of Defense, 
and the Army Corps of Engineers. The bill 
also directs FEMA to create a clear and con-
sistent set of guidelines and criteria for making 
and communicating decisions on funding eligi-
bility and requirements. To retain institutional 
knowledge, the bill requires federal teams to 
minimize staff transitions and ensure there is 
adequate information transfer when staff tran-
sitions occur. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 644, 
TRADE FACILITATION AND 
TRADE ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 
2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 11, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
raise my opposition to H.R. 644 the Trade Fa-
cilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015. 

In August, China devalued the renmibi by 
4.4 percent which caused a drastic drop in the 
U.S. stock market. Currency manipulation has 
real life consequences and affects U.S. jobs 
and our economy. When China devalues their 
currency, U.S. exports rise in price and our 
workers and consumers suffer. 

Considering the implications of currency ma-
nipulation, it is baffling that this bill does not 
have any Currency CVD provisions but in-
stead inserts legally insignificant terms that 
are unenforceable. Rather than focus on pro-
tecting the American economy and jobs, Re-
publicans have used H.R. 644 to weaken CVD 
provisions, eliminate text which prohibits im-
ports made by forced or child labor and to in-
sert partisan language to limit future discus-
sions on climate change. 

What started as a strong bill with wide bi-
partisan support has degenerated into a weak 
bill that does not shield our economy from the 
machinations of foreign governments. And for 
that Mr. Speaker, I must oppose this legisla-
tion. 
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TRIBUTE TO KENNETH AND 

PHYLLIS SHIELDS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kenneth 
and Phyllis Shields of Farragut, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 65th wedding 
anniversary. They were married in 1950. 

Kenneth and Phyllis’ lifelong commitment to 
each other and their children truly embodies 
our Iowa values. It is families like the Shields’ 
that make me proud to represent our great 
state. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 65th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RUSSELL L. JACKSON 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to thank Russell L. Jackson, Jr. for his many 
years of service to Anderson Township. 

Russ Jackson has a long history of public 
service to Anderson Township, making invalu-
able contributions to its economic develop-
ment throughout the last 20 years. 

With over 37 years of business experience 
in the transportation industry, including leader-
ship as a CEO and small business owner, 
Russ’s input on the Anderson Township Board 
of Trustees has been invaluable. For five 
elected terms, Russ has used his business 
acumen to help steer Anderson Township to-
wards economic success. 

Due in part to Russ’s leadership, Anderson 
Township has experienced sustained eco-
nomic growth. More and more families are 
choosing to call Anderson Township home 
and more businesses are deciding to conduct 
their business in the township. 

As admirable as the service Russ has pro-
vided to his community is the attitude with 
which he has served. Russ has worked tire-
lessly to improve Anderson Township over the 
years, devoted to the big picture and listening 
to the people he serves without exception. 

I am grateful to have a fellow citizen in 
southwest Ohio as committed to service and 
progress as Russ Jackson is. Congratulations, 
Russ, on your 20 years of public service, and 
I wish you the best in all future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAREPAYMENT AND 
BEACON HEALTH SYSTEM 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge Beacon Health System in my 
district for their collaboration with 
CarePayment. 

Beacon Health System continues to look for 
new, innovative ways to care for their patients. 

They have partnered with CarePayment to 
provide a financing service that allows patients 
to spread out the payment of medical bills. 

Oftentimes, patients face sticker shock 
when they discover what their out-of-pocket 
medical expenses will ultimately cost. 

Some plans with high deductibles force pa-
tients to pay $6,000 for an individual plan, or 
$12,000 for a family plan before their health 
insurance kicks in to cover medical bills. 

In order to provide more financial relief to 
patients in my district, Beacon Health and 
CarePayment are now providing a patient- 
friendly, financing program. 

Everyone is eligible, regardless of income or 
employment status, and participating in this 
program has no impact on the patient’s credit 
score. 

The constituents I serve are concerned with 
rising medical costs. 

In fact, many of them face difficult decisions 
when it comes to prioritizing their healthcare. 

I am grateful for partnerships like the one 
between Beacon Health and CarePayment for 
providing patient driven solutions to Hoosiers. 

I will keep working on bipartisan reforms to 
move in this direction. 

f 

COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H.R. 4188, the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 2015. 

H.R. 4188 authorizes the United States 
Coast Guard, a critical component of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, through fiscal 
year 2017 at $8.7 billion per year. The bill in-
cludes provisions aimed at improving Coast 
Guard mission effectiveness, modernizing the 
Service’s aging vessels and other assets, and 
reforming U.S. maritime transportation laws. 

Since our Nation’s earliest years, the Coast 
Guard has kept our ports and waterways se-
cure, protected our shores and coastal com-
munities, and responded to disasters and 
other emergencies. As Ranking Member of the 
House Committee on Homeland Security, I 
recognize and thank the men and women of 
the Coast Guard for their work, particularly 
their efforts at fulfilling the Coast Guard’s crit-
ical homeland security missions. I am pleased 
to support legislation that reauthorizes the 
Coast Guard to ensure that it is positioned to 
effectively execute its eleven vital statutory 
homeland security and non-homeland security 
missions. 

Modernizing the Coast Guard’s aircraft, ves-
sels, and other technology is critical to its op-
erations. H.R. 4188 includes provisions that 
seek to improve the Service’s acquisition proc-
ess and improve the quality of assets deliv-
ered. The bill also requires the Department of 
Homeland Security to develop and present to 
Congress a strategic plan for the Coast 
Guard’s long-term acquisition and manpower 
needs. This requirement will go a long way to 
enhancing both the DHS and Congress’ un-
derstanding and prioritization of Coast Guard 
capability needs. 

In addition, H.R. 4188 directs the Coast 
Guard to have a new manpower requirements 
plan that assesses all projected mission re-
quirements for the next four fiscal years; the 
number of personnel available currently and 
projected; capability gaps caused by a lack of 
available personnel; and the steps the Coast 
Guard will take to address these gaps. In car-
rying out this requirement, it is important that 
the Coast Guard take into account the need to 
foster greater diversity at all levels of the orga-
nization. Consistently deploying broad recruit-
ment efforts can only strengthen the Coast 
Guard. 

Congress must continue to ensure these 
brave men and women have the necessary 
authorities and resources to accomplish all 
that they do on behalf of our Nation. H.R. 
4188 is a good step in that direction, and I 
congratulate my colleagues in moving this im-
portant legislation forward. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ANDREW 
MEKELBURG 

HON. JOHN KLINE 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Andrew Mekelburg, Vice President of 
Government Affairs, upon his upcoming retire-
ment after more than 36 years with Verizon 
and its preceding companies. 

Andy began his career with Bell Atlantic and 
the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone 
Company of D.C. Originally from Needham, 
Massachusetts, Andy came to Washington to 
attend Georgetown University, where he ma-
jored in accounting and earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration. He also 
earned a Master of Science in Special Studies 
of Telecommunications Policy from George 
Washington University. 

At the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone 
(C&P) Company he supervised a team proc-
essing telephone bill payments. Andy next 
served as a Supervisor and then Manager in 
Corporate Accounting before becoming a 
Manager of External Affairs, State Regulatory, 
Financial and Accounting Matters at Bell At-
lantic, the parent company of C&P. 

From 1991 to 1992, Andy was a Brookings 
Institution Congressional Fellow assigned to 
serve in then-Congressman Amory ‘‘Amo’’ 
Houghton’s (NY) office. During his fellowship, 
Andy founded a coalition of community lead-
ers and worked with them to develop and im-
plement economic development activities, in-
cluding the Western New York Tourism Coali-
tion, throughout the congressional district. He 
also initiated and founded HealthNet, one of 
the first Telemedicine networks in the nation, 
which was comprised of twelve rural and 
urban hospitals and a number of technology 
companies that worked together to use tele-
communications technologies to solve health 
care challenges. 

After his fellowship concluded, Andy served 
as Director of Infrastructure Initiatives for Bell 
Atlantic. In that capacity, he worked with the 
General Services Administration, the Vice 
President’s National Performance Review, and 
the City of Hagerstown, Maryland, to establish 
the first Federal Telecommuting Center in the 
Washington area. He also continued to initiate 
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other Telemedicine and Distance Learning 
projects throughout the Bell Atlantic territory. 

In 1995, Andy was promoted to Director of 
Federal Relations for Bell Atlantic and contin-
ued to work in Government Affairs after Bell 
Atlantic merged with NYNEX to become part 
of the new Bell Atlantic. A later merger with 
GTE created Verizon in 2000, and later merg-
ers with MCI and the purchase of Vodafone’s 
interest in VerizonWireless created the current 
Verizon where Andy is finishing his distin-
guished career. 

He has also served as Chairman and in a 
leadership capacity with Signal Credit Union 
for many years. Andy has continued to focus 
on health care and telemedicine policy but 
also worked on labor, immigration, environ-
ment, and other issues. He is well known and 
admired for his expertise, effectiveness, friend-
liness, and generosity as well as his ability to 
forge effective coalitions with diverse member-
ships. Additionally, he is a proud member of 
‘‘Red Sox Nation’’ and a long-time fan of the 
New England Patriots. 

Andy is a long-time resident of Maryland 
and resides in Adamstown with his wife, 
Linda. Together they have two adult children, 
Cory and Elise. In retirement, Andy and Linda 
are looking forward to spending time at their 
homes in Massachusetts and Maryland. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF MS. VIRGINIA VEAL 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to celebrate the 100th Birthday of Ms. Virginia 
Inez Bates Veal on December 17, 2015. Born 
on December 17, 1915, Ms. Veal has called 
Jacksonville, Florida home since her family 
moved from Bartow, Florida in 1918 when she 
was just three years old. 

Virginia’s life reads right out of the pages of 
a Jacksonville history book. As a young girl, 
she survived the Spanish Flu Epidemic that 
ran rampant through Florida in 1918. Her fam-
ily endured the difficulties of the Great Depres-
sion in the late 1920’s. And in 1934 Virginia 
graduated from Jacksonville’s second oldest 
high school, and also my alma mater, Robert 
E. Lee High School. 

After graduation, Virginia began working at 
Furchgott’s, a local department store, in the 
Ladies Fine Wear section. After a 20 year ca-
reer she retired as the Department Manager. 
During this time, Virginia raised two sons, 
Lamar Jr. and Lewis, in Jacksonville’s well 
known preservation area of Murray Hill. Her 
two sons, also graduates of Robert E. Lee 
High School, went on to college and grad-
uated from the University of Florida. 

Virginia was married for almost 58 years to 
Mr. Prentice Veal. Mr. Veal managed and 
owned several dry cleaning plants around 
Jacksonville and Orange Park, Florida. Vir-
ginia today still enjoys cooking, gardening, vis-
iting with family and friends, and is very active 
in her ladies’ circle and Sunday school class 
at Riverside Park United Methodist Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me in wish-
ing Jacksonville native, Ms. Virginia Veal, a 
very special happy 100th birthday. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JORDAN 
SMITH 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Harlan County’s 
own Jordan Smith for winning Season 9 of 
The Voice, NBC’s nationwide vocal competi-
tion. 

Jordan’s superior talent impressed all four 
superstar judges during the blind auditions, ig-
niting a competition for Jordan’s team choice. 
From the moment the world heard Jordan’s 
vocal debut, his powerful gift was undeniable. 
However, it was in the conversations following 
his performance that Jordan shared insight to 
his outstanding character, his determination 
and humility, as well as his faith in God. His 
courage and boldness has inspired people 
across the country, and especially in the hills 
of Eastern Kentucky. Coach Adam Levine said 
it best, noting Jordan as ‘‘the most important 
person that’s ever been on this show.’’ 

Jordan has received applause and the ut-
most praise from some of the most talented, 
award-winning artists across the nation, affirm-
ing that his vocal gymnastics have impressed 
the best of the best artists. Coach Pharrell 
Williams even expressed to Jordan, ‘‘God has 
signed your voice.’’ Jordan quickly became 
more than a singer in a televised competition, 
but arose as a leader and inspiration during a 
critical time in our nation. The celebration of 
Jordan’s personal victory comes during a time 
when hope is desperately needed in his 
hometown and across the country. With the 
looming threat of terrorism at an all-time high 
and as Jordan’s hometown region suffers from 
devastating job losses in the coal industry, he 
chose encouraging songs of hope and faith to 
transcend shared feelings of despair and fear. 
Additionally, Jordan’s performances shined a 
spotlight on the compassionate and talented 
people of Harlan County, evoking much-need-
ed positive news stories about our region. 

It is his courage of conviction that makes 
Jordan so much more than a vocalist on 
stage. He is a leader of hope and faith for our 
nation and the people of Eastern Kentucky are 
deeply proud of his accomplishments thus far. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding Jordan Smith on his monu-
mental win on The Voice. I look forward to fol-
lowing the career of another talented artist 
from Eastern Kentucky. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JIM AND JOLENE 
NELSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jim and 
Jolene Nelson of Anita, Iowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of their 55th wedding anniver-
sary. They were married on November 20, 
1960, at the Lutheran Church in Greenfield, 
Iowa. 

Jim and Jolene’s lifelong commitment to 
each other, their daughter, Janet, and their 

granddaughter, Emily, truly embodies our Iowa 
values. It is families like the Nelsons that 
make me proud to represent our great state. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 55th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

FIRST RESPONDERS PASSPORT 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Ranking Member of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 3750, the ‘‘First Responders 
Passport Act of 2015.’’ 

I thank Representative DARRELL ISSA and 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee Leader-
ship, Chairman ROYCE and Ranking Member 
ENGEL for shepherding this legislation along. 

This bill amends the Passport Act of June 4, 
1920 to waive passport fees for an individual 
who has contracted with the U.S. government, 
including a volunteer, to aid a foreign country 
suffering from a qualifying natural disaster. 

As the African proverb goes, ‘‘in moments of 
crisis, the wise build bridges—’’ this is what 
our first responders do: they build bridges for 
those caught in natural disasters. 

In today’s world fraught with natural disas-
ters from Storm Desert that our friends in the 
U.K. are facing to cyclones, hurricanes and 
tornadoes across the globe, more than ever, it 
is very important that we build bridges by 
equipping our first responders dedicated to 
aiding countries across the globe suffering 
from natural disasters. 

According to scientists, the first half of this 
decade featured deadly climate-related disas-
ters, among them the great floods in Thailand 
in 2011, Hurricane Sandy in the United States 
in 2012, and Typhoon Haiyan in the Phil-
ippines in 2013. 

Moreover, the year 2014 was the earth’s 
warmest in 134 years of recorded history, and 
2015 could well turn out to be even hotter. 

According to some scientists, it is difficult to 
not draw a nexus between climate change and 
some of the natural disasters we have suf-
fered on planet earth in this decade alone. 

In the end, climate related and natural dis-
asters have cost the world a lot in lives as well 
as economically. 

In fact, according to the World Meteorolog-
ical Organization, 1,300 climate-related natural 
disasters have been recorded in Africa be-
tween 1970 to 2012. 

In this time frame, these natural disasters in 
Africa have caused the loss of 700,000 lives 
and caused economic damage worth U.S. $26 
billion. 

Experts inform us that in 2012 there were 
99 natural disasters in Africa—twice the long- 
term average. 

The passage of H.R. 3750 is very timely, 
especially in light of recent talks in Le Bourget, 
France at the Conference of Parties (COP 21), 
with the objective of achieving a legally bind-
ing and universal agreement on climate, from 
all the nations of the world. 
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In other words, the conveners at COP 21 

seek to protect our precious earth, address 
the nexus between our protection of precious 
earth to some of the natural disasters we are 
suffering and reach a consensus on how we 
leave our children their inheritance of the earth 
better than we found it. 

Every day, hundreds of thousands of first 
responders heed the call during natural disas-
ters to protect and serve the people of planet 
earth who find themselves at the mercy of 
mother-nature during natural disasters. 

I hold in high regard the service of our first 
responders: firefighters, law enforcement offi-
cers, emergency response technicians, 
nurses, emergency room doctors, and the 
dozens of other professionals and volunteers 
who are the ultimate public servants. 

From Katrina to earthquakes in Haiti and 
Nepal, time and time again, first responders 
have put their lives and comfort on the line in 
order to rescue survivors, care for those in 
need, and prevent the further loss of life. 

H.R. 3750 is very critical because it aims to 
reduce personal costs borne by first respond-
ers—people who help others in their time of 
need. 

According to the Global Increase in Climate- 
Related Disasters, we face more frequent 
floods, storms, heat waves, and droughts 
which are connected to greater extremes in 
temperatures and rainfall. 

Moreover, recent warnings by the U.S. Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, inform us that the global temperature is 
already halfway to the ‘‘two degree warming’’ 
threshold for limiting catastrophic climatic im-
pacts. 

As the evidence shows, unequivocally, the 
dedication of first responders is an integral 
part of bringing relief to parts of the world 
where natural disasters have struck. 

I support this legislation and hope that as 
we move forward, we continue to engage in 
dialogue about the fact that: 

Climate impacts are not just concerns for 
the distant future, but are already being felt by 
us and our children; 

All countries, rich and poor are casualities of 
natural disaster, but the death toll is higher 
among the poor who are more likely to live in 
harm’s way, such as in flood-prone areas; and 

It is important to create structures that facili-
tate the swift deployment of first responders to 
people in dire need of disaster relief. 

f 

HONORING MS. JENNIFER SOLDATI 
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT FROM GREATER 
SOMERSWORTH CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AFTER NINE AND A 
HALF YEARS AS EXECUTIVE DI-
RECTOR 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my congratulations to Ms. Jennifer 
Soldati on her retirement after more than nine 
years as Executive Director of the Greater 
Somersworth Chamber of Commerce, and 
thank her for the outstanding work she did 
during her career. 

Throughout her time at the Chamber, Ms. 
Soldati fought for the interests of both large 

and small businesses, and focused on pro-
moting growth throughout the region. During 
her tenure with the City Council, she played a 
critical role in completing multiple renovation 
projects in downtown Somersworth, and it’s 
clear that her knowledge, compassion and 
leadership will be greatly missed. 

It is with great admiration that I congratulate 
Ms. Jennifer Soldati on her retirement, and 
wish her the best on all future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING FALLEN CHICAGO 
FIREFIGHTER DANIEL CAPUANO 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chicago Firefighter Daniel Capuano, 
who tragically lost his life while battling a blaze 
on Chicago’s South Side on December 14. 

Daniel Capuano began his career as a fire-
fighter and paramedic in Lemont, Illinois, in 
1997. During his time in Lemont he helped 
save the life of a caddy who had a heart at-
tack while working at the Cog Hill Golf Course. 
In 2001, Capuano joined the Chicago Fire De-
partment where he served for 15 years. 
Throughout his career, he was known for 
going above and beyond the call of duty. He 
was always working on making himself a bet-
ter firefighter, including constantly taking out-
side classes to learn the latest and most effec-
tive firefighting techniques. Capuano was 
known for his commitment to safety and skill 
as a firefighter as he served as a training su-
pervisor, ensuring that trainees navigated con-
trolled burns safely. 

A member of Tower Ladder 34, Daniel 
Capuano leaves behind his wife Julie—a Chi-
cago Public Schools teacher—and three chil-
dren, Amanda, Andrew, and Nick. Capuano 
was known for being a loving father who en-
joyed watching his children play hockey. He 
was a constant presence at their games, only 
missing when he was at work. Capuano also 
assisted his children’s team by helping out as 
the club manager and maintained a training 
building. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Chicago Firefighter Daniel Capuano. 
A dedicated father, husband and firefighter, he 
was an example of the finest that Chicago has 
to offer. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in remembering and honoring the life 
of Daniel Capuano and extending condolences 
to his family. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 644, 
TRADE FACILITATION AND 
TRADE ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 
2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 11, 2015 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 644, the Trade Facilitation and 
Trade Enforcement Act. This bill is an im-
provement on the previous version that I op-
posed in June. 

For the past several years I have had many 
conversations with the people of Northwest 
Oregon about growing jobs and increasing ex-
ports. I’ve heard from workers, business own-
ers, environmentalists, and others about the 
importance of enforcing and strengthening our 
existing trade laws and agreements. Strong 
trade facilitation and enforcement will keep 
other nations accountable for the labor and 
environmental standards we set and give the 
United States the ability to take swift action 
against those who seek to engage in unscru-
pulous trade practices. 

The Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforce-
ment Act earned my support because it in-
cludes provisions that are important for my 
constituents and for employers in Oregon, and 
because it provides resources and tools to 
take action against trade cheats. 

This bill incorporates the ENFORCE Act to 
require quick action on allegations of evasion 
of duties, dumping, and improper subsidies. A 
special enforcement fund would provide up to 
$30 million each year dedicated to enforcing 
trade agreements and making sure trading 
partners meet their commitments. 

It permanently establishes the Interagency 
Trade Enforcement Center to pursue across- 
agency enforcement of domestic trade rights 
and trade laws. There are also strong provi-
sions to put an end to importation of products 
made by child and forced labor. 

Oregon receives funding through the State 
Trade and Export Promotion (STEP) grant 
program to help small businesses find new 
markets for their products and boost job 
growth. This legislation reauthorizes STEP 
through 2020 and increases its funding to ex-
pand small business exports. 

The Pacific Northwest is known for its great 
outdoors and recreational opportunities in the 
mountains, forests, beaches, rivers, and on 
the coast. Recreational outerwear businesses 
thrive in our region, marketing outerwear and 
active wear to sporting enthusiasts around the 
world. This legislation includes provisions that 
will make these products more competitive 
and reverse a scheduled increase in tariffs for 
small and medium-sized outdoor industry busi-
nesses. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said at the outset, this is 
not a perfect bill, but it is a bipartisan com-
promise. On the heels of the historic Paris Cli-
mate Agreement, our nation will continue to 
lead the world in addressing climate change; 
the language in this legislation will not change 
that. 

The Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforce-
ment Act is a step forward and I look forward 
to continuing to work with my colleagues to 
ensure that our nation has strong enforcement 
mechanisms to ensure our employers and 
workers can compete on a level playing field 
in the global economy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINE ROST 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Christine 
Rost of Hamburg, Iowa, for being selected to 
serve on the 2015–16 Region 17 4–H Youth 
Leadership Council. Region 17 includes Fre-
mont, Harrison, Mills, Montgomery, Page, and 
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Pottawattamie counties. Christine is a student 
at Farragut High School and is an active 
member of the Washington PEP 4–H and the 
Fremont County 4–H Council. 

The purpose of the Region 17 4–H Youth 
leadership Council is to provide leadership de-
velopment experience to 4–H and council 
members. The council works to identify needs, 
share ideas, and develop a plan of action to 
help assist the area within Region 17. It is be-
cause of leaders like Christine that the 4–H 
program is so successful in teaching its mem-
bers valuable life skills that will prepare them 
for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Christine for being selected to represent 4–H 
youth throughout southwest Iowa. It is Iowans 
like Christine that make me proud to represent 
our great state. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Christine for this out-
standing achievement and in wishing her noth-
ing but continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY III 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, today, Decem-
ber 17, 2015, I was unable to vote on Roll Call 
703. 

If I had been present, I would have sup-
ported H.R. 2029, the tax extenders portion of 
the fiscal year 2016 omnibus spending legisla-
tion. 

I would have voted in favor of this legislation 
because it includes the extension of critical tax 
provisions that would help millions of Amer-
ican workers, students, families, and busi-
nesses. Critically, the bill makes permanent 
three key refundable tax credits: the child tax 
credit, the Earned Income Tax Credit, and the 
American Opportunity Tax Credit. Combined, 
these tax credits will help 24 million working 
families. Additionally, it includes an extension 
of the research and development tax credit, a 
vital component of Massachusetts’s innovation 
economy. 

However this bill is far from perfect, and I 
am disappointed that Congress has shunned 
its obligation to ensure these cuts are offset. 
I look forward to working with my Republican 
colleagues in the months ahead to enact com-
prehensive reform that focuses on job creation 
and the growth of our middle class. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EZRA SCHWARTZ 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with the 
heaviest of hearts that I rise today to take a 
moment to remember Ezra Schwartz who, at 
only eighteen, was taken from us all too soon 
when he was killed just before the Thanks-
giving holiday while volunteering in the West 
Bank. Ezra’s grandparents, Mark and Heni 
Schwartz, have long been involved in New 
Haven’s Jewish community and I am heart-
broken for their loss. 

Ezra was an extraordinary young man who 
had his whole life still ahead of him. Memories 
shared from those from every walk of his life 
shared a common theme—Ezra’s kind heart, 
generous nature, and passion for making a 
difference. His vivacious character was con-
tagious. He was dedicated to his family and 
his community, always striving to enrich the 
lives of others. 

Ezra was an accomplished young man who 
loved teaching others. His father, Ari, recently 
recounted the many ways in which he helped 
his younger siblings as well as his time at 
New Hampshire’s Camp Yavneh last summer, 
where he won an award for leading campers 
in the annual sing-off. Ezra’s choice to join a 
yeshiva program, combining service with 
learning, did not surprise anyone who knew 
him. 

Spending a ‘‘gap year’’ between high school 
and college studying at an Israeli yeshiva, 
Ezra was building a deeper connection to his 
ethnic and religious roots as well as volun-
teering his time to make a difference in the 
lives of others. His was a mission of compas-
sion and humanitarianism and he was killed 
simply because he was Jewish. 

Though we may never fully understand why 
Ezra was taken so soon, his family and friends 
can take comfort in the full life that he led 
while he was here. It is an honor and privilege 
for me to stand today to pay tribute to Ezra 
Schwartz and his extraordinary young life. I 
extend my deepest sympathies to his parents, 
Ari and Ruth; his siblings, Mollie, Hillel, Elon, 
and Avi; his grandparents, Mark and Heni; as 
well as his many family and friends at this 
most difficult time. Well known for his gen-
erosity and kind spirit, Ezra will be deeply 
missed by all of those fortunate enough to 
have known him and will serve as an inspira-
tion to others to make a difference in this 
world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LORI STONE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Riverside County, California are excep-
tional. Lori Stone will be retiring from the 
March Joint Powers Authority after a distin-
guished career that spanned over 20 years. 

Lori began working with the March Joint 
Powers Authority (JPA) in 1994 after stepping 
forward to utilize her local knowledge of mili-
tary base reuse. She has served as the Exec-
utive Director of the JPA since being promoted 
in 2006. In addition to the 365-acre airport, the 
JPA oversaw the development of the 1,200- 
acre Meridian Business Park and over 600 
acres of land for future development. Lori de-
scribed her early days with JPA as a ‘‘learn as 
you go’’ process because of the lack of prece-
dent with local, state, and federal agencies. 
Over the years, Lori has forged relationships 
with the Air Force, Army, Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Navy, and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to assist in furthering the goals of 
the JPA, March Air Reserve Base, and the In-
land Empire region. 

Lori has amassed a large and impressive 
list of accomplishments while working as Ex-

ecutive Director of the JPA. She successfully 
advocated for the passage of federal legisla-
tion to authorize a land swap between the 
Army, Navy and JPA allowing for the redevel-
opment of an area of March Air Reserve Base 
to be more comprehensive. Lori helped ex-
pand the local foreign trade zone outside of 
the JPA boundaries to help enhance the re-
gion’s economic tools. Additionally, Lori spear-
headed the US Vets project, securing invest-
ments of over $10 million and locating 7.5 
acres for the project. The undertaking will 
serve more than 100 homeless veterans and 
their families. 

In light of all that Lori has done for the Riv-
erside County community and the March Joint 
Powers Authority, it is only fitting that she be 
honored for her many years of dedicated serv-
ice. Lori’s tireless passion for our military and 
public service has contributed immensely to 
the betterment of our community. I am proud 
to call her a fellow community member, Amer-
ican and friend. I add my voice to the many 
who will be congratulating Lori on the celebra-
tion of her retirement. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,798,211,680,628.12. We’ve 
added $8,171,334,631,715.04 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CRAIG SACKETT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Craig 
Sackett, of Menlo, Iowa, for earning the Amer-
ican FFA Degree. Craig was recently awarded 
the degree at the National FFA Convention 
and Expo in Louisville, Kentucky on October 
3lst. Craig was a member of the Nodaway 
Valley FFA Organization and is the son of Jeff 
and Laurie Sackett. 

The American FFA Degree is awarded to 
members who have demonstrated the highest 
level of commitment to FFA and made signifi-
cant accomplishments in their supervised agri-
cultural experience. Craig had to meet certain 
requirements, such as studying agriculture for 
three years in high school, earning money in 
an agriculture field, investing that money into 
business, participating in community service, 
and displaying a record of outstanding leader-
ship ability and community involvement. Craig 
spent four years in high school working to-
wards this ultimate goal, and through his hard 
work and determination he was able to 
achieve it. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:37 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A17DE8.022 E17DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1819 December 17, 2015 
Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 

leaders like Craig in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that I recognize 
him today. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Craig on receiving this 
degree and in wishing him nothing but contin-
ued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION AND HONOR OF 
THE ‘‘WORLD WAR II 70TH ANNI-
VERSARY AND CELEBRATION OF 
DIVERSITY AND WORLD PEACE 
EVENT’’ 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I would like to recognize and honor the 
‘‘World War II 70th Anniversary and Celebra-
tion of Diversity and World Peace Event.’’ The 
ceremony, which took place on November 7, 
2015, was a City of Houston Citizenship 
Month event that was organized by the South-
ern News Group and International Trade Cen-
ter. It is estimated that approximately 25,000 
people viewed the grand opening ceremony at 
Minute Maid Park. 

The event sought to honor our veterans, 
mark the anniversary of World War II, and cel-
ebrate the diversity of Houston. Specifically, it 
aimed to convey the message that: ‘‘America 
means freedom like no other country on 
Earth.’’ The ceremony also included the 
awarding of medals to World War II veterans 
in attendance, in honor of their courageous 
service, and the recognition of U.S. and Chi-
nese pilots who fought in China during World 
War II for the Allies. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, the ‘‘WWII 70th An-
niversary and Celebration of Diversity and 
World Peace Event’’ wonderfully celebrated 
the vibrancy and diversity of the Houston com-
munity. Moreover, I would like to extend my 
heartfelt appreciation to all at the International 
Trade Center and the Southern News Group, 
under the leadership of its Chairman Wea 
Lee, for their hard work in producing this im-
portant event. I look forward to future enrich-
ing events and efforts. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN M. HUDSON 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to acknowl-
edge the extraordinary public service of Susan 
M. Hudson, Clerk of the Vermont Public Serv-
ice Board for 39 years. 

Mr. Speaker, the Vermont Public Service 
Board is Vermont’s utility regulatory commis-
sion, a quasi-judicial board that supervises 
Vermont’s public utilities: electric, natural gas, 
telecommunications, and statewide energy ef-
ficiency. The Board regulates their rates, qual-
ity of service, siting, and financial manage-
ment. It reviews the environmental and eco-
nomic impacts of proposals to purchase en-
ergy supply or build new energy facilities—in-
cluding conventional sources and a growing 

number of renewable energy plants in an in-
creasingly complex regulatory field. The proc-
ess the Board administers often requires pub-
lic hearings, evidentiary hearings, and other 
forms of inquiry and investigation to ensure 
that high-quality service is provided by the util-
ities at rates that are just and reasonable. In 
short, the Vermont Public Service Board plays 
a crucial role in the lives of Vermonters. It is 
a role that it could not have hoped to play well 
without the sustained energy and focus that 
Sue Hudson has brought to so many facets of 
the Board’s work. 

Sue Hudson has had a remarkable and 
steady career at the Public Service Board. Her 
service has spanned the terms of six Vermont 
governors and 24 different Board members. 
She kept the wheels of regulation aligned and 
in good working order through major transi-
tions in the utility industry and the Board struc-
ture. Through all of these changes, Sue Hud-
son remained the public face of the Board to 
countless citizens, developers, and utility per-
sonnel as they visited the Clerk’s office to 
make filings, ask questions, and review docu-
ments. While many of the cases she proc-
essed were highly contested and involved sig-
nificant public controversy, Sue Hudson’s calm 
demeanor, fair disposition, and credibility as a 
Vermonter through and through have been a 
major asset to the Public Service Board in the 
performance of its responsibilities. 

Sue Hudson is a longtime resident of Hard-
wick, Vermont, where she is a fully involved 
member of the community. Her husband, Dan 
Hudson, looks forward to spending more time 
with her. She has two wonderful daughters 
and two grandchildren. As busy as Sue Hud-
son has been helping Vermonters to navigate 
the regulatory process, she is also an avid 
and accomplished golfer and tennis player. 
And she has always found time to be very in-
volved with her church community. 

Through her professionalism and dedication, 
Sue Hudson has made a significant contribu-
tion to civic life in Vermont. On behalf of all 
Vermonters, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to acknowledge Sue Hudson and her re-
markable service to the people of the Green 
Mountain State. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
SONAL SHAH 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mrs. Sonal Shah of Basking 
Ridge, New Jersey, who peacefully passed 
away in November after a courageous fight 
against Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. Her life 
and advocacy were an inspiration. Undeterred 
by her diagnosis, Sonal lived every day to the 
fullest and her personal story was a profile in 
courage. 

I was privileged to know Sonal through her 
work on raising awareness about ALS and her 
fight for a cure. She would come to Wash-
ington to have meetings on Capitol Hill where 
she would tell her story, share the latest re-
search and inform policy makers of what she 
and the ALS community needed in funding for 
public research and to spur private invest-
ment. It was during that time I came to know 

her wonderful family, including her husband 
and daughter, who have always been by her 
side. 

Sonal worked tirelessly. She passionately 
made her case and I was proud to work with 
her on legislation that will make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of many. And that was 
what was so remarkable about Sonal’s fight. 
Even the most groundbreaking of discoveries 
would likely have come too late to assist 
Sonal in her own struggle but she remained 
committed against the scourge of this disease 
so that others might have hope. She was a 
hero in the ALS community and the turnout of 
love and support at awareness events, at the 
celebration of her heartfelt book and at laps 
around the Somerset ball field demonstrated 
people were compelled by her story. 

The fight against this terrible disease was 
made stronger by having Sonal lead it. She 
will be missed greatly. I know I will work in 
Washington with renewed vigor for this cause 
and will always remember Sonal’s strength as 
we continue to work against ALS. 

While we have lost a beloved wife, mother, 
writer, advocate and friend, let us remember 
her spirit and perseverance in our own per-
sonal struggles and let her determination for-
ever be a source of strength for us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TED AND JUDY 
KENKEL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ted and 
Judy Kenkel of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They were married in 1955. 

Ted and Judy’s lifelong commitment to each 
other and their children, Danny, Randy, Jan, 
and Kelly, their grandchildren, and their great- 
grandsons, Dominik and Declan, truly em-
bodies our Iowa values. It is families like the 
Kenkel family that make me proud to rep-
resent our great state. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF STEVEN 
SPIELBERG IN RECEIVING THE 
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREE-
DOM 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
am honored to represent the hardworking, 
kind, and exceptionally creative people of Cali-
fornia’s 33rd District. I would like to recognize 
the brilliant work of one of my fantastic con-
stituents: Steven Allan Spielberg, who was re-
cently awarded the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom by President Obama. 

His films are adored and cherished by bil-
lions around the world. With directorial, pro-
duction and writing credits for incredible films 
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such as Jaws, Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind, ET, Poltergeist, Goonies, the Color Pur-
ple, Schindler’s List, Amistad, Lincoln, Saving 
Private Ryan and Jurassic Park as well as the 
Indiana Jones movies, it is not surprising that 
Mr. Spielberg is the recipient of three Oscars, 
three Golden Globes, four Emmy Awards, and 
countless other awards and a myriad of pres-
tigious nominations. He is the recipient of the 
AFI Lifetime Achievement Award and has 
been awarded the Federal Cross of Merit by 
the Federal Republic of Germany and as well 
as an honorary Knight Commanders of the 
Order of the British Empire for this work, 
amongst many other international honors. He 
is co-founder of Dreamworks Studios and 
Amblin Entertainment. 

I believe in no uncertain terms, that Mr. 
Spielberg is our generations’ most significant 
creator in the field of film. He understands the 
importance cinematography has on our soci-
ety—especially on our children. That is why I 
commend his efforts in helping the National 
Boy Scouts of America develop a merit badge 
in cinematography. Mr. Spielberg has also 
taken his art and turned it into a passion for 
service, establishing the Shoah Foundation In-
stitute for Visual History at the University of 
Southern California to record testimonies of 
Holocaust survivors so that their stories may 
never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, for his timeless cinemato-
graphic accomplishments transforming modern 
film, our culture, and our history, I would like 
to extend my deepest gratitude to Mr. Steven 
A. Spielberg. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
697, I would like to be recorded as voting Yea. 

On Roll Call 696, I would like to be recorded 
as voting Yea. 

On Roll Call 695, I would like to be recorded 
as voting Yea. 

On Roll Call 694, I would like to be recorded 
as voting Yea. 

f 

HONORING THE LATE CHARLES 
NEWTON ‘‘NEWT’’ SCHENCK FOR 
HIS INVALUABLE CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO THE COMMUNITY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, just a few 
weeks ago, community leaders and arts advo-
cates from across the City of New Haven 
gathered to pay tribute to the late Charles 
Newton ‘‘Newt’’ Schenck and honor his legacy 
with the dedication of a plaque at the Audubon 
Arts Center in the heart of the City’s Arts Dis-
trict. I am proud to take a moment today to 
stand and join the City and its arts community 
in honoring Newt for his outstanding contribu-
tions. 

Today, the City of New Haven enjoys a 
thriving, vibrant arts community with local the-

aters, symphonies, and music education orga-
nizations as well as art studios and perform-
ance spaces providing learning and entertain-
ment opportunities for all ages. At the epi-
center of it all is the Audubon Arts District— 
the culmination of Newt Schenck’s visionary 
leadership to breathe new life into a once-be-
leaguered area of downtown New Haven. 

An attorney at Wiggin & Dana, Newt served 
on the City’s Development Commission and 
was a dedicated patron of the arts. He helped 
found the Long Wharf Theater and led the 
City’s Arts Council for many years. Newt un-
derstood the importance of balancing revital-
ization with preservation and it was through 
this paradigm that he worked to formulate and 
implement a master plan for what would be-
come the Audubon Arts District. 

For the better part of two decades, Newt 
worked to bring together the elements of his 
vision. He wanted the arts center to be a 
group of arts institutions that work together, 
where the whole is greater than its parts. He 
knew it should be mixed use with arts organi-
zations, businesses, and residential housing. 
Older buildings would be preserved and re- 
purposed and commercial development would 
return money to the arts. 

Slowly but surely that vision became a re-
ality. Today, Audubon is not only home to the 
Arts Council, but to Educational Center for the 
Arts, the Neighborhood Music School, the 
New Haven Ballet, and Creative Arts Work-
shop, as well as local businesses like Audu-
bon Strings, the Foundry Music Company, the 
Silk Road Art Gallery, and Connecticut Public 
Radio. The plaza, which features beautiful 
sculptures designed by local artists, also has 
its own ‘‘walk of fame’’ with stars honoring 
New Haven arts leaders. 

The plaque, designed and installed by 
Westville sculptor Gar Waterman, is a special 
tribute to Newt’s legacy. Below a beautiful re-
lief of a tree, it reads: ‘‘In honor of Charles 
Newton Schenck III, Attorney at Wiggin & 
Dana who, in collaboration with the City of 
New Haven, with vision and persistence led 
the Arts Council in its development of the Au-
dubon Arts Center 1965 to 1990.’’ 

Charles Newton ‘‘Newt’’ Schenck, through 
his work with the Arts Council and the devel-
opment of the Audubon Arts District, changed 
the face of our community and planted the 
seeds for the New Haven arts community that 
flourishes as a whole today. I am honored to 
join the City of New Haven and the New 
Haven Arts Council in paying tribute to his in-
valuable contributions to our community and in 
extending my heartfelt thanks to his wife, Ann, 
for sharing him with us for so many years. The 
Audubon Arts District is a haven for artists of 
all mediums, of all ages, and of all talents— 
a legacy that will inspire the beauty and magic 
of the arts for generations to come. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
LYNDAL SCRANTON, SPRING-
FIELD NEWS-LEADER SPORTS 
JOURNALIST, AND CONGRATU-
LATING HIM ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the remarkable 36-year career of 

Springfield News-Leader sports journalist 
Lyndal Scranton, and congratulate him on his 
retirement. 

Scranton got his start as the Sports Editor 
of Central High School’s student paper, which 
transitioned to a position at the Springfield 
News-Leader when he was teenager in the fall 
of 1979. Ever since, he has written on area 
sporting events at every level, including the 
1985 Bass Pro Tournament of Champions and 
Jack Nicklaus’ hitting golf balls at the ‘Top of 
the Rock’ golf course. 

Namely though, he has been a staple of 
Missouri State University (MSU) Sports since 
the late 1980s and has cemented himself in 
MSU sports history. Scranton has written 
about MSU basketball since the team first 
joined the Missouri Valley Conference, through 
the 1999 Bears’ run to the Sweet 16, and up 
to present day with Coach Paul Lusk. His cov-
erage of MSU football has now followed five 
head coaches’ tenures, spanning from Jesse 
Branch to Dave Steckel. In his reporting on 
the MSU baseball team, he covered their mid- 
1990s NCAA tournament appearances, their 
College World Series contention in 2003, and 
their impressive 2015 season when the team 
fell just short of another trip to Omaha. 

Throughout his career, Scranton built a rep-
utation as being an honest and to-the-point 
writer. Those who worked with him often re-
mark that his genuine care for people and un-
willingness to take cheap shots make him a 
rare gem from a bygone era of impartial jour-
nalism. He has even been a huge help to Leg-
endary Sportscaster Art Hains. If Art ever 
needs to call for an expert opinion on horse 
racing, auto racing dating back to Larry Phil-
lips at the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds Track, or 
the NBA, Lyndal is Art’s go-to man. 

All of his peers know—Hains included—that 
despite his making his living as a sports jour-
nalist, Scranton was first and foremost a 
sports fan. He is an avid supporter of the St. 
Louis Cardinals, the L.A. Lakers, loves to 
bowl, and also enjoys watching horse races at 
Oaklawn—that’s not to mention that he makes 
some of the best bar-b-que in the Ozarks. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Missouri’s Sev-
enth Congressional District, I extend my ap-
preciation to him for his dedication to sports 
journalism in our community and wish him the 
best of luck in his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CATHIE ALFF 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Cathie 
Alff of Anita, Iowa, for being selected as a 
2015 Hospital Hero by the Iowa Hospital As-
sociation. Cathie was one of 10 Iowans recog-
nized with this honor. 

As a certified nurse’s aide in the Cass 
County Health System, Cathie is known for 
her compassionate and caring treatment for 
each and every one of her patients. She un-
derstands that the relationships she builds 
with them is the most important aspect of her 
job. Her number one priority is ensuring their 
quality care and treatment throughout their en-
tire stay. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Cathie for receiv-
ing this prestigious 2015 Hospital Hero award. 
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It is Iowans like Cathie that make me proud to 
represent our great state. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Cathie 
for receiving this award and in wishing her 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO PIKEVILLE 
PANTHERS FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Coach Chris 
McNamee and the Pikeville Panthers High 
School Football team for winning the 2015 
Kentucky High School Athletic Association 1A 
Class State Championship title for the first 
time since winning three straight from 1987 to 
1989. 

On December 3, 2015 at Western Kentucky 
University in the Houchens Stadium, the 
Pikeville Panthers put their skill and heart to 
the test against the Beechwood Tigers, a high 
school team from Northern Kentucky with a 
legacy steeped in state titles. The two teams 
battled hard for each inch on the field with a 
tied score of 21-all leading into the final quar-
ter, proving they both deserved to compete for 
state bragging rights. With victory in sight, the 
Panthers battled back for three remarkable 
touchdowns in the last nine minutes of the 
game. The final score was 42 to 28, giving 
Coach McNamee his first Championship as 
the Panthers’ coach. 

The Panthers’ win brought some much- 
needed celebration back to the coalfields of 
Eastern Kentucky, where we’ve lost more than 
9,000 coal mining jobs since 2009. These 
young men have undoubtedly seen the impact 
first hand, as many of them have fathers or 
other family members who have recently been 
laid off from the coal mines. Through sheer 
determination and hard work, they proved that 
we can rise above our challenges and 
daunting circumstances to bring hope and vic-
tory back to the mountains. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Coach McNamee and the 
Pikeville Panthers for bringing the highly cov-
eted state title back home to the mountains of 
Eastern Kentucky. I wish them all the best of 
luck in the years to come. 

f 

COMMENDING NORTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY ON THE OPENING 
OF ITS CENTER FOR THE AD-
VANCEMENT OF VETERANS AND 
SERVICE MEMBERS (CAVS) 

HON. SETH MOULTON 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, at a time 
when employment rates for many student vet-
erans continue to lag behind those of their ci-
vilian peers, I rise today to commend North-
eastern University for launching a new center 
aimed at tackling this urgent challenge head 
on. Northeastern’s new Center for the Ad-
vancement of Veterans and Service Mem-

bers—or ‘‘CAVS’’ for short—offers a wealth of 
services and benefits to returned service 
members, including mentorship opportunities 
and assistance with the transition from military 
to civilian life. 

Student veterans at Northeastern benefit 
from the university’s renowned experiential 
learning infrastructure through specialized co-
operative education placements within a global 
network of 3,000 employers. And with CAVS 
now coming online, these students can also 
access tailored experiential learning programs 
and career resources that leverage their 
unique individual competencies and prior mili-
tary experience. 

Mr. Speaker, despite a slowly improving un-
employment rate, veterans nationwide consist-
ently face greater barriers to employment than 
non-veterans. According to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, half of all veterans in the 
United States will face a period of unemploy-
ment after transitioning from military service— 
particularly younger veterans, with those aged 
18–24 facing an unemployment rate double 
that of civilian peers. In a report by Prudential 
prepared in conjunction with the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Veterans of America, 69 percent of 
veterans list finding a job as a civilian as their 
greatest challenge after service. 

That’s why I am so pleased to see that 
Northeastern’s new center expands the univer-
sity’s focus on student veteran employability 
by focusing on the education and career ad-
vancement of returning service members. It’s 
clear that Northeastern recognizes the con-
tributions and sacrifices of service members 
and is committed to providing student veterans 
with an experiential education that allows them 
to leverage their unique leadership skills for 
their future careers. 

Mr. Speaker, this work is not new for North-
eastern. In fact, the university has a proud, 
100-year legacy of educating veterans and 
service members. Today, Northeastern ranks 
among the top 10 private, non-profit, research 
universities for attracting post-9/11 G.I. Bill re-
cipients. And the university also signed a first- 
of-its-kind agreement earlier this year to offer 
accelerated master’s degrees in homeland se-
curity to members of the National Guard. 

Northeastern is building on its strong track 
record of educating and preparing student vet-
erans for the future: Northeastern’s student 
veteran graduation rate is 82.6 percent, well 
above the national average of 51 percent. 
Through its Institute for Military Leadership in 
the Workforce, Northeastern’s new veterans 
center will serve all aspects of veterans’ inte-
gration into academia and will link students to 
strategic partners in the private sector. Based 
in Boston, the center’s reach and impact will 
extend worldwide to veterans within 
Northeastern’s Global Network. 

Mr. Speaker, today there are some 600 stu-
dent veterans and active duty personnel cur-
rently receiving benefits and support at North-
eastern, a population that is expected to con-
tinue to grow in the wake of the opening of the 
center. The university’s commitment to vet-
erans now totals some $4 million, including its 
assistance through the federal Yellow Ribbon 
Program, the support and operation of the 
new center, and the establishment of a new 
scholarship program to aid veterans with costs 
not otherwise provided for through the govern-
ment’s benefits. 

Additionally, Northeastern has more than 90 
ongoing research projects funded by the De-

partment of Defense, two Centers of Excel-
lence funded by the Department of Homeland 
Security, and a $15 million state-of-the-art re-
search institute that focuses on sensitive prob-
lems of national security. This past Sep-
tember, the university signed a $20 million co-
operation agreement with the U.S. Army Re-
search Laboratory to continue conducting crit-
ical defense research. 

Mr. Speaker, Northeastern’s unique military- 
aligned ecosystem provides veterans with 
more opportunities to explore different career 
paths, to learn how to better translate skills for 
the civilian job market, and to build relation-
ships among the community. I commend 
Northeastern, under the visionary leadership 
of President Joseph Aoun, for undertaking this 
important work. 

Northeastern’s attention to veteran edu-
cation and transitional needs is deeply appre-
ciated. I urge all of my colleagues to take the 
time to review this important effort. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICANS FROM 
TAX HIKES ACT OF 2015 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to express my strong concerns for 
the ‘‘Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act 
of 2015.’’ I want to commend Ranking Mem-
ber LEVIN and the Democratic leadership for 
their strong, unwavering support for hard- 
working families across our country during 
these difficult negotiations for a comprehen-
sive tax extenders package. While I support a 
strong tax policy that provides certainty to indi-
viduals and American businesses, I have a 
number of concerns with respect to the final 
provisions of the package and the ultimate 
cost of the bill. 

Our nation’s tax code should continue to 
evolve in order to reflect and meet the chal-
lenges facing modern businesses. It should 
also create opportunities for growth, without 
undermining critical social programs that ben-
efit all Americans. 

This package includes several provisions I 
strongly support, including permanent expan-
sions of the earned income tax credit, the 
child tax credit, and the American opportunity 
tax credit. The package also provides a two- 
year moratorium on the medical device tax 
and extends the work opportunity tax credit to 
help employers that hire Americans who have 
faced significant barriers to employment. This 
bill also provides incentives to individuals for 
charitable contributions and for businesses to 
continue to invest in critical research and de-
velopment. 

However as with most legislation, these tax 
cuts and extenders have a huge price tag. 
The Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT) esti-
mates that the provisions would reduce net 
revenues, and thereby increase deficits, by a 
total of $622 billion over 10 years. I am deeply 
concerned that passing this tax extenders 
package without offsetting its cost would 
greatly undermine our ability to make key dis-
cretionary investments in the future that would 
hinder job creation, and lessen opportunities 
that make the American dream possible for 
millions of families across our great nation. 
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We know that every dollar in lost revenue 
must be made up somewhere else in the 
budget. And far too often, my Republican col-
leagues have sought to do this by reducing 
spending in critically important domestic 
spending programs such as infrastructure de-
velopment, education, social security, and in-
creased healthcare access. 

As Members of Congress, it is our responsi-
bility to pass sensible and pragmatic legisla-
tion that not only aids industry, but also grows 
the paychecks of hard-working families and in-
vests in the future of our children. We must 
weigh this tax extenders package against its 
long-term impact on Congress’ ability to help 
businesses create jobs and opportunities, 
grow our economy, invest in our aging infra-
structure, strengthen our national security, and 
provide our senior citizens with the opportunity 
to retire with dignity. The American people de-
serve a more balanced bill that offsets its cost, 
and helps both individuals and businesses eq-
uitably across the board. 

I urge my colleagues to review this legisla-
tion carefully, with a focus on our nation’s fu-
ture. 

f 

A NEW APPROACH TO 
CYBERSECURITY 

HON. RICK W. ALLEN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak 
about an effort by Unisys, a global technology 
company with a presence in my district, aimed 
at significantly lowering the cyber risks being 
faced by our citizens and our government. 
Cyber-attacks are increasing and leaders in 
government and industry are seeking new ap-
proaches to protect critical data. One new ap-

proach to security, micro-segmentation, was 
described in detail by Unisys Vice President 
Tom Patterson at the 2nd Annual Cyber Edu-
cation Summit held at Augusta University on 
October 14–15, 2015. I would like to submit a 
short excerpt of Mr. Patterson’s remarks as it 
outlines the core of this important initiative. 

Our original approach to cybersecurity is 
no longer working. Recently, we have 
watched as companies, governments, and in-
stitutions report system breaches on a near-
ly weekly basis. It is clear that core assump-
tions and approaches that defined our old se-
curity models are failing. 

We rely on computing and communications 
systems that are critical to our financial 
systems, health care providers, schools, gov-
ernments, and business enterprises. It’s not 
just our computers that are at risk. Increas-
ingly, cyber-attacks jeopardize careers, wal-
lets, companies, infrastructure, and even 
lives. Adversaries boldly wield the power to 
access personal and corporate data online 
and take control of systems throughout our 
interconnected world. 

A fresh approach to security is needed. The 
new approach must account for our modern 
infrastructure—employees work from home, 
users need access to information on mobile 
devices, and supply chains are integrated and 
interdependent. The new approach should 
also accommodate changes in the adver-
saries. Attackers are both more skilled and 
more motivated. New cybersecurity systems 
need to assume that infiltrations will occur 
and must provide tools to localize and limit 
the damage. 

At the core of this new approach is micro- 
segmentation. If segmentation is analogous 
to a bank vault, micro-segmentation is akin 
to the many safe deposit boxes within the 
vault. 

Micro-segmentation is much more secure 
and inclusive, and easier to implement and 
manage. It embraces new technologies like 
clouds, and new business models like inte-
grated supply chains. It delivers real results 
that are cost-effective and resource efficient. 

Micro-segmentation allows enterprise 
managers to divide physical networks quick-
ly and easily into hundreds or thousands of 
logical micro networks, or microsegments. 
Setting up microsegments keeps the dif-
ferent parts of an organization logically sep-
arate, thus lowering the intrusion risk. If a 
breach happens, the intruder can only see 
one segment. 

Micro-segmentation works at the Internet 
packet level, cryptographically sealing each 
packet so that only packets within the ap-
proved microsegment are processed. 

For every packet, the data is completely 
encrypted, and the routing information in 
the headers is cryptographically sealed to 
ensure only authorized delivery. Users can 
only send and receive packets for a specified 
group. 

Micro-segmentation is implemented by 
software, and it therefore operates inde-
pendent of any given network topology or 
network hardware. Organizations have a sin-
gle security model that works equally well 
in local data centers and the public cloud. 
With micro-segmentation, organizations can 
extend security to the cloud while retaining 
control of data in motion and the keys that 
secure it. Micro-segmentation enables access 
to the benefits of the cloud—cost savings and 
network flexibility—without sacrificing se-
curity. Micro-segmentation can be quickly 
and easily implemented within virtual ma-
chines to defend against side-channel at-
tacks and other risks that are specific to 
cloud architectures. 

Micro-segmentation makes it easier to in-
tegrate component suppliers by providing 
just the right amount of access. Micro-seg-
mentation can also protect legacy systems, 
allowing organizations to use older operating 
systems while keeping them isolated from 
newer systems. 

By embracing a new approach to cyberse-
curity, we can dramatically increase the 
strength of our networks and confront the 
new threat with new tools. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:37 Dec 18, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K17DE8.011 E17DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



D1331 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S8733–S8836. 
Measures Introduced: Twelve bills and one resolu-
tion were introduced, as follows: S. 2410–2421, and 
S. Res. 337.                                                           Pages S8793–94 

Measures Passed: 
TSCA Modernization Act: Senate passed H.R. 

2576, to modernize the Toxic Substances Control 
Act, after agreeing to the following amendment pro-
posed thereto:                                                       Pages S8781–82 

Inhofe Amendment No. 2932, in the nature of a 
substitute.                                                                      Page S8781 

Joint Session of Congress: Senate agreed to H. 
Con. Res. 102, providing for a joint session of Con-
gress to receive a message from the President. 
                                                                                            Page S8830 

Convening of 114th Congress, 2nd Session: Sen-
ate passed H.J. Res. 76, appointing the day for the 
convening of the second session of the One Hundred 
Fourteenth Congress.                                                Page S8830 

Strengthening Education through Research Act: 
Senate passed S. 227, to strengthen the Federal edu-
cation research system to make research and evalua-
tions more timely and relevant to State and local 
needs in order to increase student achievement, after 
agreeing to the following amendment proposed 
thereto:                                                                    Pages S8830–31 

McConnell (for Alexander) Amendment No. 2933, 
in the nature of a substitute.                                Page S8831 

Condemning the Government of Iran State- 
Sponsored Persecution: Senate agreed to S. Res. 148, 
condemning the Government of Iran’s state-spon-
sored persecution of its Baha’i minority and its con-
tinued violation of the International Covenants on 
Human Rights, after agreeing to the following 
amendments proposed thereto:                            Page S8831 

McConnell (for Kirk) Amendment No. 2934, to 
make a technical correction.                                 Page S8831 

McConnell (for Kirk) Amendment No. 2935, to 
make technical corrections.                                   Page S8831 

International Megan’s Law to Prevent Child 
Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes Through 

Advanced Notification of Traveling Sex Offenders: 
Senate passed H.R. 515, to protect children and oth-
ers from sexual abuse and exploitation, including sex 
trafficking and sex tourism, by providing advance 
notice of intended travel by registered sex offenders 
outside the United States to the government of the 
country of destination, requesting foreign govern-
ments to notify the United States when a known sex 
offender is seeking to enter the United States, after 
agreeing to the committee amendment in the nature 
of a substitute, and the following amendment pro-
posed thereto:                                                       Pages S8831–34 

McConnell (for Corker) Amendment No. 2936, to 
modify the authorization of appropriations. 
                                                                                            Page S8834 

Rural ACO Provider Equity Act: Committee on 
Finance was discharged from further consideration of 
S. 2261, to amend title XVIII of the Social Security 
Act to improve the way beneficiaries are assigned 
under the Medicare shared savings program by also 
basing such assignment on services furnished by Fed-
erally qualified health centers and rural health clin-
ics, and the bill was then passed.               Pages S8834–35 

National Guard and Reservist Debt Relief Ex-
tension Act: Senate passed H.R. 4246, to exempt for 
an additional 4-year period, from the application of 
the means-test presumption of abuse under chapter 
7, qualifying members of reserve components of the 
Armed Forces and members of the National Guard 
who, after September 11, 2001, are called to active 
duty or to perform a homeland defense activity for 
not less than 90 days.                                              Page S8835 

Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability 
Act: Senate passed S. 284, to impose sanctions with 
respect to foreign persons responsible for gross viola-
tions of internationally recognized human rights, 
after withdrawing the committee amendment, and 
agreeing to the following amendment proposed 
thereto:                                                                    Pages S8835–36 

McConnell (for Corker) Amendment No. 2937, in 
the nature of a substitute.                                      Page S8836 

Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act—Agree-
ment: A unanimous-consent-time agreement was 
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reached providing that when the Senate receives a 
message from the House to accompany H.R. 2029, 
making appropriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, the 
Majority Leader be recognized to make a motion to 
concur in the House amendments; that if a cloture 
motion is filed on that motion, that notwithstanding 
rule XXII, Senate immediately vote on the motion 
to invoke cloture; that if cloture is invoked, all post- 
cloture time be yielded back, the Majority Leader, or 
his designee, be recognized to make a motion to 
table the first House amendment; that following the 
disposition of that motion, and if a budget point of 
order is raised, the Majority Leader, or his designee, 
be recognized to make a motion to waive the point 
of order, and that following disposition of that mo-
tion, Senate then vote on the motion to concur in 
the House amendments with no further motions or 
amendments in order, unless the motion to table is 
successful, or the budget point of order is sustained, 
and with two minutes of debate equally divided in 
the usual form prior to each vote.                     Page S8750 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Darlene Michele Soltys, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia for the term of fifteen 
years. 

(Prior to this action, Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs was discharged 
from further consideration.) 

Robert A. Salerno, of the District of Columbia, to 
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen years. 

(Prior to this action, Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs was discharged 
from further consideration.)                   Pages S8830, S8836 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S8793 

Measures Referred:                                                 Page S8793 

Enrolled Bills Presented:                                    Page S8793 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S8794–95 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S8795–96 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S8791–93 

Amendments Submitted:                     Pages S8796–S8830 

Notices of Intent:                                                    Page S8830 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S8830 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:17 p.m., until 9:30 a.m. on Friday, De-
cember 18, 2015. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s RECORD on 
page S8836.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

JCPOA IMPLEMENTATION 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine the status of Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action implementation and related 
issues, after receiving testimony from Stephen D. 
Mull, Lead Coordinator for Iran Nuclear Implemen-
tation, and Thomas M. Countryman, Assistant Sec-
retary for International Security and Nonprolifera-
tion, both of the Department of State; and Lieuten-
ant General Frank G. Klotz, USAF (Ret.), Under 
Secretary of Energy for Nuclear Security. 

INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee met in 
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters from officials of the intelligence 
community. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 9 public 
bills, H.R. 4281–4289; and 5 resolutions, H. Con. 
Res. 103; and H. Res. 568–571, were introduced. 
                                                                                    Pages H9690–91 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H9691–92 

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today. 

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal by a recorded vote of 234 ayes to 155 
noes with two answering ‘‘present’’, Roll No. 704. 
                                                                                    Pages H9433–34 

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016: H.R. 
2029, making appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
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2016, with the amendments to the Senate amend-
ment specified in section 3 of H. Res. 566, was 
taken from the Speaker’s Table. 
                                                   Pages H9390–H9433, H9434–H9676 

Representative Brady (TX) moved that the House 
concur in the Senate amendment to H.R. 2029 with 
the amendments specified in section 3 of H. Res. 
566.                                                                    Pages H9399–H9423 

Pursuant to the Rule, the question was divided 
among the two House amendments, and the portion 
of the divided question comprising the amendment 
specified in section 3(b) of H. Res. 566 was consid-
ered first. Subsequently, the first portion of the di-
vided question was agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote 
of 318 yeas to 109 nays, Roll No. 703. 
                                                                                    Pages H9423–33 

Consideration began on the second portion of the 
divided question, comprising the amendment speci-
fied in section 3(a) of H. Res. 566. Further pro-
ceedings were postponed until tomorrow, December 
18th.                                                                         Pages H9660–76 

H. Res. 566, the rule providing for consideration 
of the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 2029) 
was agreed to by a recorded vote of 240 ayes to 185 
noes, Roll No. 702, after the previous question was 
ordered by a yea-and-nay vote of 244 yeas to 177 
nays, Roll No. 701.                                          Pages H9379–90 

Higher Education Extension Act of 2015: The 
House agreed to take from the Speaker’s table and 
concur in the Senate amendment to H.R. 3594, to 
extend temporarily the Federal Perkins Loan pro-
gram.                                                                                Page H9676 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
today appears on page H9390. 
Senate Referral: S. 1616 was referred to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform. 
                                                                                            Page H9689 

Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes and 
two recorded votes developed during the proceedings 
of today and appear on pages H9388–89, 
H9389–90, H9432–33, and H9433–34. There were 
no quorum calls. 

Adjournment: The House met at 9 a.m. and ad-
journed at 4:50 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
TERRORIST TRAVEL: VETTING FOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY CONCERNS 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform: Full 
Committee held a hearing entitled ‘‘Terrorist Travel: 
Vetting for National Security Concerns’’. Testimony 
was heard from Anne C. Richard, Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migra-
tion, Department of State; Michele Thoren Bond, 
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Consular Affairs, De-
partment of State; Alan Bersin, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs, Chief Officer for the Office 
of Policy, Department of Homeland Security; and 
Leon Rodriguez, Director, U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

f 

NEW PUBLIC LAWS 
(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D1322) 

H.J. Res. 78, making further continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2016. Signed on December 
16, 2015. (Public Law 114–100) 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 18, 2015 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 
No hearings are scheduled. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

9:30 a.m., Friday, December 18 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Friday: Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

9 a.m., Friday, December 18 

House Chamber 

Program for Friday: Complete consideration of the 
House amendments to the Senate amendment to H.R. 
2029—Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016. 
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