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that we define what the legislation is 
that solves and saves and strengthens 
and secures these programs. We have 
got to get ourselves on that path to 
make it so that we can get to a point 
where we have, indeed, balanced the 
budget without raising taxes and get 
ourselves on a path to paying off the 
debt. 

If we are able to do that, Mr. Speak-
er, then we will, in fact, be able to 
stand proudly before the American peo-
ple and say: What we have done is pro-
vided that amount of opportunity and 
that amount of success for the vast 
number of the American people so that 
American Dreams can be realized. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year and 
look forward to that new year, again, 
with great anticipation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested a bill of 
the House of the following title: 

H.R. 515. An act to protect children from 
exploitation, especially sex trafficking in 
tourism, by providing advance notice of in-
tended travel by registered child-sex offend-
ers outside the United States to the govern-
ment of the country of destination, request-
ing foreign governments to notify the United 
States when a known child-sex offender is 
seeking to enter the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 227. An act to strengthen the Federal 
education research system to make research 
and evaluations more timely and relevant to 
State and local needs in order to increase 
student achievement. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

DECEMBER 18, 2015. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, 
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to section 
1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D. Spence National 
Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year 
2001 (22 U.S.C. 7002), amended by the Division 
P of the Consolidated Appropriations Resolu-
tion, 2003 (22 U.S.C. 6901), I am pleased to re-
appoint the following individuals to the 
United States-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission. 

Ms. Carolyn Bartholomew, Washington, 
DC. 

Mr. Jeffrey L. Fiedler, Great Falls, VA. 
Thank you for your attention to these ap-

pointments. 
Sincerely, 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 34 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1300 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MESSER) at 1 p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 18, 2015. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 18, 2015 at 12:34 p.m.: 

That the Senate concur in the House 
amendments to the Senate amendment to 
the bill H.R. 2029. 

That the Senate passed S. 2425. 
That the Senate passed without amend-

ment H.R. 1321. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PATIENT ACCESS AND MEDICARE 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table the bill 
(S. 2425) to amend titles XVIII and XIX 
of the Social Security Act to improve 
payments for complex rehabilitation 
technology and certain radiation ther-
apy services, to ensure flexibility in 
applying the hardship exception for 
meaningful use for the 2015 EHR re-
porting period for 2017 payment adjust-
ments, and for other purposes, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2425 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Patient Ac-
cess and Medicare Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NON-APPLICATION OF MEDICARE FEE 

SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENTS FOR 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSORIES AND 
SEAT AND BACK CUSHIONS WHEN 
FURNISHED IN CONNECTION WITH 
COMPLEX REHABILITATIVE POWER 
WHEELCHAIRS. 

(a) NON-APPLICATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall not, prior 
to January 1, 2017, use information on the 
payment determined under the competitive 
acquisition programs under section 1847 of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–3) to 
adjust the payment amount that would oth-
erwise be recognized under section 
1834(a)(1)(B)(ii) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395m(a)(1)(B)(ii)) for wheelchair accessories 
(including seating systems) and seat and 
back cushions when furnished in connection 
with Group 3 complex rehabilitative power 
wheelchairs. 

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary may 
implement this subsection by program in-
struction or otherwise. 

(b) GAO STUDY AND REPORT.— 
(1) STUDY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States shall conduct a study on 
wheelchair accessories (including seating 
systems) and seat and back cushions fur-
nished in connection with Group 3 complex 
rehabilitative power wheelchairs. Such study 
shall include an analysis of the following 
with respect to such wheelchair accessories 
and seat and back cushions in each of the 
groups described in clauses (i) through (iii) 
of subparagraph (B): 

(i) The item descriptions and associated 
HCPCS codes for such wheelchair accessories 
and seat and back cushions. 

(ii) A breakdown of utilization and expend-
itures for such wheelchair accessories and 
seat and back cushions under title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act. 

(iii) A comparison of the payment amount 
under the competitive acquisition program 
under section 1847 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395w–3) with the payment amount that 
would otherwise be recognized under section 
1834 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m), including 
beneficiary cost sharing, for such wheelchair 
accessories and seat and back cushions. 

(iv) The aggregate distribution of such 
wheelchair accessories and seat and back 
cushions furnished under such title XVIII 
within each of the groups described in sub-
paragraph (B). 

(v) Other areas determined appropriate by 
the Comptroller General. 

(B) GROUPS DESCRIBED.—The following 
groups are described in this subparagraph: 

(i) Wheelchair accessories and seat and 
back cushions furnished predominantly with 
Group 3 complex rehabilitative power wheel-
chairs. 

(ii) Wheelchair accessories and seat and 
back cushions furnished predominantly with 
power wheelchairs that are not described in 
clause (i). 

(iii) Other wheelchair accessories and seat 
and back cushions furnished with either 
power wheelchairs described in clause (i) or 
(ii). 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than June 1, 2016, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to Congress a report containing 
the results of the study conducted under 
paragraph (1), together with recommenda-
tions for such legislation and administrative 
as the Comptroller General determines to be 
appropriate. 
SEC. 3. TRANSITIONAL PAYMENT RULES FOR 

CERTAIN RADIATION THERAPY 
SERVICES UNDER THE MEDICARE 
PHYSICIAN FEE SCHEDULE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1848 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(11) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN RADIATION 
THERAPY SERVICES.—The code definitions, 
the work relative value units under sub-
section (c)(2)(C)(i), and the direct inputs for 
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the practice expense relative value units 
under subsection (c)(2)(C)(ii) for radiation 
treatment delivery and related imaging serv-
ices (identified in 2016 by HCPCS G-codes 
G6001 through G6015) for the fee schedule es-
tablished under this subsection for services 
furnished in 2017 and 2018 shall be the same 
as such definitions, units, and inputs for 
such services for the fee schedule established 
for services furnished in 2016.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)(2)(K), by adding at the 
end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN RADIATION 
THERAPY SERVICES.—Radiation treatment de-
livery and related imaging services identi-
fied under subsection (b)(11) shall not be con-
sidered as potentially misvalued services for 
purposes of this subparagraph and subpara-
graph (O) for 2017 and 2018.’’. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS ON ALTERNATIVE 
PAYMENT MODEL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall submit to Congress a report on the de-
velopment of an episodic alternative pay-
ment model for payment under the Medicare 
program under title XVIII of the Social Se-
curity Act for radiation therapy services fur-
nished in nonfacility settings. 
SEC. 4. ENSURING FLEXIBILITY IN APPLYING 

HARDSHIP EXCEPTION FOR MEAN-
INGFUL USE FOR 2015 EHR REPORT-
ING PERIOD FOR 2017 PAYMENT AD-
JUSTMENTS. 

(a) ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONALS.—Section 
1848(a)(7)(B) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395w–4(a)(7)(B)) is amended, in the 
first sentence, by inserting ‘‘(and, with re-
spect to the payment adjustment under sub-
paragraph (A) for 2017, for categories of eligi-
ble professionals, as established by the Sec-
retary and posted on the Internet website of 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices prior to December 15, 2015, an applica-
tion for which must be submitted to the Sec-
retary by not later than March 15, 2016)’’ 
after ‘‘case-by-case basis’’. 

(b) ELIGIBLE HOSPITALS.—Section 
1886(b)(3)(B)(ix) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395ww(b)(3)(B)(ix)) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence of subclause (I), by 
striking ‘‘(n)(6)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘(n)(6)’’; 
and 

(2) in subclause (II), in the first sentence, 
by inserting ‘‘(and, with respect to the appli-
cation of subclause (I) for fiscal year 2017, for 
categories of subsection (d) hospitals, as es-
tablished by the Secretary and posted on the 
Internet website of the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services prior to December 15, 
2015, an application for which must be sub-
mitted to the Secretary by not later than 
April 1, 2016)’’ after ‘‘case-by-case basis’’. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall implement 
the provisions of, and the amendments made 
by, subsections (a) and (b) by program in-
struction, such as through information on 
the Internet website of the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services. 
SEC. 5. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395iii(b)(1)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$5,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$0’’. 
SEC. 6. STRENGTHENING MEDICAID PROGRAM 

INTEGRITY THROUGH FLEXIBILITY. 
Section 1936 of the Social Security Act (42 

U.S.C. 1396u–6) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘, or oth-

erwise,’’ after ‘‘entities’’; and 
(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-

ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘(in-
cluding the costs of equipment, salaries and 
benefits, and travel and training)’’ after 
‘‘Program under this section’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘by 100’’ 
and inserting ‘‘by 100, or such number as de-

termined necessary by the Secretary to 
carry out the Program,’’. 
SEC. 7. ESTABLISHING MEDICARE ADMINISTRA-

TIVE CONTRACTOR ERROR REDUC-
TION INCENTIVES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1874A(b)(1)(D) of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395kk– 
1(b)(1)(D)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘QUALITY.—The Secretary’’ 
and inserting ‘‘QUALITY.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clauses (ii) 
and (iii), the Secretary’’; and 

(2) by inserting after clause (i), as added by 
paragraph (1), the following new clauses: 

‘‘(ii) IMPROPER PAYMENT RATE REDUCTION 
INCENTIVES.—The Secretary shall provide in-
centives for medicare administrative con-
tractors to reduce the improper payment 
error rates in their jurisdictions. 

‘‘(iii) INCENTIVES.—The incentives provided 
for under clause (ii)— 

‘‘(I) may include a sliding scale of award 
fee payments and additional incentives to 
medicare administrative contractors that ei-
ther reduce the improper payment rates in 
their jurisdictions to certain thresholds, as 
determined by the Secretary, or accomplish 
tasks, as determined by the Secretary, that 
further improve payment accuracy; and 

‘‘(II) may include substantial reductions in 
award fee payments under cost-plus-award- 
fee contracts, for medicare administrative 
contractors that reach an upper end im-
proper payment rate threshold or other 
threshold as determined by the Secretary, or 
fail to accomplish tasks, as determined by 
the Secretary, that further improve payment 
accuracy.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to contracts en-
tered into or renewed on or after the date 
that is 3 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

(2) APPLICATION TO EXISTING CONTRACTS.— 
In the case of contracts in existence on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and that are not subject to the effective date 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall, when appropriate 
and practicable, seek to apply the incentives 
provided for in the amendments made by 
subsection (a) through contract modifica-
tions. 
SEC. 8. STRENGTHENING PENALTIES FOR THE IL-

LEGAL DISTRIBUTION OF A MEDI-
CARE, MEDICAID, OR CHIP BENE-
FICIARY IDENTIFICATION OR BILL-
ING PRIVILEGES. 

Section 1128B(b) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1320a–7b(b)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(4) Whoever without lawful authority 
knowingly and willfully purchases, sells or 
distributes, or arranges for the purchase, 
sale, or distribution of a beneficiary identi-
fication number or unique health identifier 
for a health care provider under title XVIII, 
title XIX, or title XXI shall be imprisoned 
for not more than 10 years or fined not more 
than $500,000 ($1,000,000 in the case of a cor-
poration), or both.’’. 
SEC. 9. IMPROVING THE SHARING OF DATA BE-

TWEEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
AND STATE MEDICAID PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services (in this section referred 
to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall establish a plan 
to encourage and facilitate the participation 
of States in the Medicare-Medicaid Data 
Match Program (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘Medi-Medi Program’’) under section 
1893(g) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395ddd(g)). 

(b) PROGRAM REVISIONS TO IMPROVE MEDI- 
MEDI DATA MATCH PROGRAM PARTICIPATION 
BY STATES.—Section 1893(g)(1)(A) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ddd(g)(1)(A)) 
is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 
inserting ‘‘or otherwise’’ after ‘‘eligible enti-
ties’’; 

(2) in clause (i)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘to review claims data’’ 

after ‘‘algorithms’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘service, time, or patient’’ 

and inserting ‘‘provider, service, time, or pa-
tient’’; 

(3) in clause (ii)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘to investigate and re-

cover amounts with respect to suspect 
claims’’ after ‘‘appropriate actions’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 
semicolon; 

(4) in clause (iii), by striking the period 
and inserting‘‘ ; and’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(iv) furthering the Secretary’s design, de-
velopment, installation, or enhancement of 
an automated data system architecture— 

‘‘(I) to collect, integrate, and assess data 
for purposes of program integrity, program 
oversight, and administration, including the 
Medi-Medi Program; and 

‘‘(II) that improves the coordination of re-
quests for data from States.’’. 

(c) PROVIDING STATES WITH DATA ON IM-
PROPER PAYMENTS MADE FOR ITEMS OR SERV-
ICES PROVIDED TO DUAL ELIGIBLE INDIVID-
UALS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement a plan that allows each 
State agency responsible for administering a 
State plan for medical assistance under title 
XIX of the Social Security Act access to rel-
evant data on improper or fraudulent pay-
ments made under the Medicare program 
under title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) for health care items 
or services provided to dual eligible individ-
uals. 

(2) DUAL ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘dual eligible indi-
vidual’’ means an individual who is entitled 
to, or enrolled for, benefits under part A of 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395c et seq.), or enrolled for benefits 
under part B of title XVIII of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395j et seq.), and is eligible for med-
ical assistance under a State plan under title 
XIX of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) or 
under a waiver of such plan. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR ADJOURNMENT 
SINE DIE ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 
18, 2015 

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a privileged concurrent 
resolution (H. Con. Res. 104) and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 104 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Friday, 
December 18, 2015, through Saturday, Janu-
ary 2, 2016, on a motion offered pursuant to 
this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned 
sine die, or until the time of any reassembly 
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution; and that when the Senate adjourns on 
any day from Friday, December 18, 2015, 
through Tuesday, December 22, 2015, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned sine die, or until 
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