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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNSEL

HON. PAUL D. RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to thank our legislative counsel for all
their help over the past few weeks, starting
with Sandra Strokoff and Ed Grossman.

| also want to thank all the senior and as-
sistant counsels for their hard work: Tom Cas-
sidy, Ryan Greenlaw, and Justin Gross on ap-
propriations; Henry Christrup, Wade Ballou,
and Scott Probst on taxes; Paul Callen, Mar-

shall Barksdale, and Veena Srinivasa on
housing and financial services; Hallet
Brazelton, Megan Chasnoff, and Susan

Fleishman on the 9/11 VCF and immigration;
Jessica Shapiro, Warren Burke, Ed Grossman,
Jesse Cross, and Michelle Vanek on the WTC
health program; Tom Cassidy and Bob
Weinhagen on budget; Justin Gross and Lucy
Goss on Social Security; Hank Savage and
Lisa Daly on Oceans, coastal security, and
land and water conservation; and Tony
Sciascia, Hadley Ross, and Mat Eckstein on
intelligence and cybersecurity.

Then there are the drafters who worked
nights and weekends to produce all the other
major legislation: Curt Haensel, Rosemary
Gallagher, Tom Dillon, Karen Anderson, Tim
Brown, Kakuti Lin, Sally Walker, Brady Young,
and Chris Osborne on the highway bill; Sherry
Chriss, Greg Kostka, Hadley Ross, Tony
Sciascia, and Mark Synnes on the defense
bill; Susan Fleishman, Anna Shpak, and
Brendan Gallagher on the education bill; and
Sandy Strokoff, Mark Synnes, and Mat
Eckstein on trade and customs bills. Thanks
also to Doug Bellis, Jean Harmann, Jim
Grossman, Noah Wofsy, and Alison Hartwich
for their work drafting other legislation.

Finally, 1 want to thank all the office’s sup-
port staff: Nancy McNeillie, Debby Birch, Kelly
Meryweather, Elonda Rich, Tomas Contreras,
Miekl Joyner, Ashley Anderson, Joe Birch,
Angelina  Patton, Craig Sterkx, Tom
Meryweather, Matthew Loggie, Willie Blount,
Peter Szwec, and David Topper, and GPO
detailees Mel Gilbert, Theresa Harris, Toni
King, and Preble Marmion.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2016 CON-
GRESS-BUNDESTAG/BUNDESRAT
EXCHANGE

HON. PAUL D. RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, since
1983, the U.S. Congress and the German
Bundestag and Bundesrat have conducted an
annual exchange program for staff members
from both countries. The program gives pro-

fessional staff the opportunity to observe and
learn about each other's political institutions
and interact on issues of mutual interest.

A staff delegation from the U.S. Congress
will be selected to visit Germany for ten days
from Friday, May 27-Sunday, June 5, 2016.
During this ten day exchange, the delegation
will attend meetings with Bundestag/Bundesrat
Members, Bundestag and Bundesrat party
staff members, and representatives of numer-
ous political, business, academic, and media
agencies.

A comparable delegation of German staff
members will visit the United States for ten
days from Saturday, April 16-Sunday, April
24, 2016. They will attend similar meetings
here in Washington.

The Congress-Bundestag/Bundesrat Ex-
change is highly regarded in Germany and the
United States, and is one of several exchange
programs sponsored by public and private in-
stitutions in the United States and Germany to
foster better understanding of the politics and
policies of both countries. This exchange is
funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.

The U.S. delegation should consist of expe-
rienced and accomplished Hill staff who can
contribute to the success of the exchange on
both sides of the Atlantic. The Bundestag re-
ciprocates by sending senior staff profes-
sionals to the United States.

Applicants should have a demonstrable in-
terest in events in Europe. Applicants need
not be working in the field of foreign affairs, al-
though such a background can be helpful. The
composite U.S. delegation should exhibit a
range of expertise in issues of mutual concern
to the United States and Germany such as,
but not limited to, trade, security, the environ-
ment, economic development, health care,
and other social policy issues. This year’s del-
egation should be familiar with transatlantic re-
lations within the context of recent world
events.

Please note that the U.S. participants are
expected to plan and implement the meetings
and program for the Bundestag/Bundesrat
staff members when they visit the United
States.

Participants are selected by a committee
composed of personnel from the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the Depart-
ment of State and past participants of the ex-
change.

Members of the House and Senate who
would like a member of their staff to apply for
participation in this year's program should di-
rect them to submit a résumé and cover letter
in which they state their qualifications, the
contributions they can make to a successful
program and some assurances of their ability
to participate during the time stated.

Applications should be sent to the Office of
Interparliamentary Affairs, HC—4, the Capitol,
by 5 p.m. on Friday, February 26, 2016.

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S NEWLY NATURALIZED
CITIZENS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and sincerity that | take this
time to congratulate thirty individuals who will
take their oath of citizenship on Friday, Janu-
ary 8, 2016. This memorable occasion, which
will be presided over by Magistrate Judge
Paul R. Cherry, will be held at the United
States Courthouse and Federal Building in
Hammond, Indiana.

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come
from countries around the world to the United
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example
of what is so great about the United States of
America—that people from all over the world
can come together and unite as members of
a free, democratic nation. These individuals
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a
better opportunity for success than here in
America.

On January 8, 2016, the following people,
representing many nations throughout the
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in
Hammond, Indiana: Husamuldeen Abdulhadi
Abdulameer, Alaa Husamuldeen Abdulhadi,
Cynthia Chinonso Chijioke, Andrea Conces,
Carlos Delgado Rubalcava, Alberto Lopez,
Nada Mandic, Albino Akon Ibrahim Akon,
Shireen Ahmed Amouri, Claudia Boyd, Maria
Kisselle Aguilar Corey, Alfredo Salomon Esper
Cure, Juan Camilo Esper Rios, Natalia Esper
Rios, Nidia Esperanza Esper, Angelica Garcia,
Ken Guo, Lucas Yang Hong, Asha Thomas
Mathew, Miguel Meza, Juan Mora, Emmanuel
Nicholas Kwame Opuni, Ernesto Honorio Or-
tega, Jaime Roman, Mido Chunru Song, Anto-
nio Tapia, Rezan Tecle, Jessie Tom, Guada-
lupe Carmen Trevino, and Rose Ntaki White.

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives,
each is inspired by the fact that the United
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country “. . . of the people, by the
people, and for the people.” They realize that
the United States is truly a free nation. By
seeking American citizenship, they have made
the decision that they want to live in a place
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment
of the Constitution, they can practice religion
as they choose, speak their minds without fear
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask you and my
other distinguished colleagues to join me in
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America
on January 8, 2016. They, too, are American
citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit
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