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RECOGNIZING THE 37TH ANNUAL
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
MEMORIAL BREAKFAST

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 7, 2016

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty.
Dr. King’s life and, unfortunately, his untimely
death, remind us that we must continually
work to secure and protect our freedoms. In
his courage to act, his willingness to meet
challenges, and his ability to achieve, Dr. King
embodied all that is good and true in the battle
for liberty.

The spirit of Dr. King lives on in the citizens
of communities throughout our nation. It lives
on in the people whose actions reflect the
spirit of resolve and achievement that will help
move our country into the future. | am honored
to rise today to recognize several individuals
from Indiana’s First Congressional District who
will be recognized during the 37th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Breakfast on
Saturday, January 16, 2016, at the Genesis
Convention Center in Gary, Indiana. The Gary
Frontiers Service Club, which was founded in
1952, sponsors this annual breakfast.

The Gary Frontiers Service Club will pay
tribute to local individuals who have for dec-
ades selflessly contributed to improving the
quality of life for the people of Gary. This year,
William “Billy” Foster and Mozell Hayman will
be honored with the prestigious Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Drum Major Award for 2016. Ad-
ditionally, several individuals will be recog-
nized as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Marchers
at this years breakfast, including Tammi
Davis, Reverend Chet Johnson Sr., Danita
Johnson Hughes, Ph.D., and Reverend
Mathew Whittington. Finally, Reverend Curtis
Whittaker, CPA, was selected as the 2015
Yokefellow of the Year.

Though very different in nature, the achieve-
ments of each of these individuals reflect
many of the same attributes that Dr. King pos-
sessed, as well as the values he advocated.
Like Dr. King, these individuals saw chal-
lenges and faced them with unwavering
strength and determination. Each one of the
honored guests’ greatness has been found in
their willingness to serve with “a heart full of
grace and a soul generated by love.” They set
goals and work selflessly to make them a re-
ality.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
these honorees, as well as the Gary Frontiers
Service Club officers, President Oliver J.
Gilliam, Vice President James Piggee, Re-
cording Secretary Linnal Ford, Financial Sec-
retary Sam Frazier, and Treasurer/Seventh
District Director Floyd Donaldson, along with
Clorius L. Lay, who has served as Breakfast
Chairman for sixteen years, and all other
members of the service club for their initiative,
determination, and dedication to serving the
people of Northwest Indiana.
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Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 182nd anniversary of Cherry Hill
United Methodist Church.

When Cherry Hill United Methodist Church
first began meeting in 1834, it consisted of
only a few pioneer families in their log cabins
on the circuit of an itinerant preacher. In 1848,
members of the church raised $600 to con-
struct the beautiful gothic-style brick building
that stands today. Since then, the building has
been expanded to accommodate the growth in
attendance and to support a full parsonage,
but it retains its original structure and colorful
stained glass windows.

In its 182 years of existence, the church has
been a boon to the Cherry Hill community.
Over the years, it has often been the setting
for community dinners and social gatherings.
Today, Cherry Hill United Methodist Church
members serve the community through their
dedication to providing low income children
with school supplies and winter coats, their
work with Habitat for Humanity, and their sup-
port for the “First Step” domestic violence
shelter.

Thank you, Cherry Hill United Methodist
Church for your service, and my sincere con-
gratulations on your 182nd anniversary.

TRIBUTE TO EMILY ANN ROBERTS
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 7, 2016

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
my District spans a large area of East Ten-
nessee, including parts of the Smoky Moun-
tains in the heart of Appalachia.

This region has a rich history of country
music.

Recently, one of my constituents, Emily Ann
Roberts, rose to stardom on the national stage
after placing second on the NBC television
show The Voice.

Emily wowed judges during her audition with
a version of Lee Ann Womack’s “I Hope You
Dance,” earning her the admiration of show
host and singer Blake Shelton.

From there, she spent months competing
each week with dozens of other contestants.

During the show’s run, Emily even made the
iTunes Top 10 several times and climbed to
21 on the country Billboard chart for her ren-
dition of The Judds’ song “Why Not Me.”

| have had the privilege over the years to
get to know Dolly Parton. Emily was very ex-
cited when Dolly made an appearance on the
show to help coach her.

It was certainly a favorite moment for me
and East Tennessee viewers.

Emily told the Knoxville News Sentinel,
“That's such a once in a lifetime thing. I've
grown up surrounded by her influence . . .
when she hugged me, she said ‘I love my little
hometown girl’ and then she leaned back and
she said ‘I'm so proud of you.””
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During the show’s finale, Emily stood live in
front of millions of viewers and sang with
Ricky Skaggs. She was a symbol of East Ten-
nessee graciousness when she hugged her
fellow competitor after the results were an-
nounced.

Mr. Speaker, | have no doubt we will hear
Emily’s beautiful voice for many vyears to
come, and she will find continued success in
music.

| call her inspirational journey to the atten-
tion of my colleagues and other readers in
hopes that it inspires many more young peo-
ple to reach for the stars.

———

K-9 ZERO CAMDEN COUNTY
POLICE

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 7, 2016

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and service of K-9 Officer
Zero of the Camden County Police Depart-
ment for his achievements, contributions, and
service to the people of New Jersey.

Zero, a Czech Shepherd, joined the Cam-
den County Police Department in 2007. Zero
was instrumental to keeping streets safe and
sniffing out illegal drugs, but he became a
local legend from his ability to find and rescue
missing children. Soon he was a local celeb-
rity, known throughout the community for his
powerful sense of smell and his friendly de-
meanor around kids. His personable attitude
made him the poster dog for the police force
and an essential part of the force’s public rela-
tions community outreach efforts.

Alongside his handler, Lieutenant Zsakhiem
James, Zero quickly shattered the K-9 record
for most criminal apprehensions in New Jer-
sey. By the end of his career, he apprehended
68 criminals. On December 29th, 2015, our
local hero died of natural causes in the home
of his friend and partner, Lieutenant James.

Mr. Speaker, Officer Zero will be remem-
bered for the lives he saved and the unity he
brought to the community. His service sets the
bar for all K-9 units and | join Lieutenant
James, the Camden County Police Depart-
ment and the residents of Camden County in
thanking Zero for his lifetime of service.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF FRED EATON
HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Fred Eaton for his twenty years of
service with Comcast and his commitment to
expanding access to media across Southeast
Michigan.

A native of Chicago, Fred attended the Uni-
versity of lllinois in Champaign-Urbana where
he majored in Radio and Television. After col-
lege, Fred went to work for southern lllinois’
Mt. Vernon Register-News, writing articles by
day and rewriting them for the evening news
by night. It was during this time that Fred pio-
neered advances in the “Eyewitness News”
format.
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