February 11, 2016

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET
IGNORES FISCAL REALITIES

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, President Obama released his
budget for fiscal year 2017. Some might
call this proposal a vision for the fu-
ture of the country. Well, I am here to
tell you the President’s vision for
America ignores our fiscal realities and
the magnitude of the problems we face.

The national debt is nearly $19 tril-
lion. Our country is in the middle of a
fiscal crisis driven by reckless bor-
rowing and runaway government
spending, and President Obama once
again offers us a budget filled with un-
tenable tax hikes that never balances.

Something has to change or the leg-
acy we leave to our children and grand-
children will be a crushing debt burden
and a weaker nation.

Washington has a moral obligation to
the American people to present a re-
sponsible budget that reins in wasteful
Federal overspending and guarantees
accountability for the use of taxpayer
dollars. House Republicans will con-
tinue to do all we can to make this vi-
sion a reality.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF EVA HAMLIN
MILLER

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today during Black History Month to
recognize my mentor and friend, fellow
artist and teacher, the late Eva Hamlin
Miller.

Eva Miller dedicated her life to her
art and her students, encouraging us to
pursue our artistic goals. From the
1930s Harlem street scenes to stained
glass windows in North Carolina, Mrs.
Miller’s artistic talents, range, and
precision were phenomenal.

She was a pioneering voice for Afri-
can American art, curating one of the
first regional shows of African Amer-
ican art in the North Carolina Museum
of Art in Raleigh and founding the Af-
rican American Atelier with me 25
years ago, an art gallery focusing on
African American art and artists lo-
cated in Greensboro, North Carolina.

Eva Miller possessed an unwavering
dedication to students, as a teacher at
Tuskegee Institute, Bennett College,
Winston-Salem State University, and
North Carolina A&T.

Her legacy continues to live on, not
only through her work but through the
many students she taught and inspired.

———————

CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today as co-
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chair of the bipartisan Career and
Technical Education Caucus to recog-
nize February as National Career and
Technical Education Month.

Career and technical education pro-
grams play a Kkey role in closing our
Nation’s skill gap by preparing stu-
dents of all ages for the 2lst century
workforce and jobs. That is why I was
encouraged by the inclusion of career
and technical education center provi-
sions in the recently passed Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act.

Not only does the ESSA provide
much-needed flexibility to States and
local education agencies, it also en-
courages businesses to get involved
with their local schools. More schools
will be able to use Federal funds to pro-
vide academic credit for apprentice-
ships and strengthen their career coun-
seling programs.

This was a result of bipartisan legis-
lation I introduced with the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN), my
colleague and friend, aimed at inform-
ing school counselors of local labor
market conditions so that they can
best guide the decisionmaking process
of their students.

It is my hope that this and other
Federal education policies will provide
support to schools, businesses, and
community organizations in Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth District and across the
country as they work to prepare our
students for the future.

I look forward to working toward im-
proving and reauthorizing the Perkins
Act for career and technical education
training.

IN RECOGNITION OF CTE MONTH

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, as
co-chairs of the Congressional Career
and Technical Education Caucus, I am
pleased to join the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), my good
friend, in recognition of CTE Month.

Across the country, students are
using CTE programs to seek out career
pathways, hone 21st century skills, and
find good jobs. Unfortunately, while de-
mand has increased for CTE, Federal
funding has been reduced from its high
level in 2010 of $1.3 billion.

It is time, Madam Speaker, that we
reauthorize the Carl D. Perkins Career
and Technical Education Act to deliver
student-centered education that pro-
vides the right skills for successful ca-
reers. We have the opportunity to re-
make Perkins in a way that works for
the new economy in the 21st century. I

urge my colleagues to seize this
chance.
As Rhode Island’s Governor, Gina

Raimondo, has put it aptly, it is time
to invest in skills that matter and
work that pays.

H719

RETURNING TO A FISCALLY
RESPONSIBLE NATION

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to address the
need to control our Nation’s debt.

Due to a rapid and unsustainable ex-
pansion of the Federal Government,
the Obama administration has racked
up $8 trillion in new debt, pushing the
national debt to more than $19 trillion.
If we continue down this reckless path,
the Congressional Budget Office
projects a return to $1 trillion annual
deficits by 2022.

Today, the House of Representatives
is working toward returning to a more
fiscally responsible nation by voting on
the Debt Management and Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act. This legislation will
begin to restore fiscal discipline by re-
quiring the U.S. Treasury Secretary to
appear before Congress at least 21 days
before hitting the debt ceiling to
present the administration’s plans to
reduce the national debt.

While more work needs to be done,
this legislation is one step closer to fi-
nancial sanity and security.

I want to thank Representative
MARCHANT for his hard work on this
bill. T urge all my colleagues to support
it.

——
THE NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY
STRATEGY

(Mr. RUPPERSBERGER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of the national cy-
bersecurity strategy included in the
President’s budget proposal for fiscal
year 2017.

This is a solid framework that in-
cludes a 35 percent increase for cyber
and a new high-level official focused
solely on implementing a cyber strat-
egy across the entire Federal Govern-
ment.

Cyber hackers are costing American
companies billions of dollars in intel-
lectual property every year. Terrorists,
like ISIS, organized criminals, and
even state actors, such as Iran and
North Korea, are honing their cyber
skills, which could put our country at
critical risk, including infrastructure
shutdowns.

For years, I have advocated for a
Cabinet-level cyber position with budg-
et authority because the cyber threat
is so severe. This new official should
have real authority to drive change
across the Federal Government.

We must also continue working on
issues still unaddressed, such as the in-
sider threat posed by people within the
government. An example of that is Ed-
ward Snowden, who gave stolen Amer-
ican information to Russia and China.

This is especially critical in the wake
of a data breach affecting more than 22
million current, former, and prospec-
tive Federal employees last June.
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