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Congressional Hispanic Leadership In-
stitute.

Team Vermillion, led by his son Joe,
has committed to raising funds to sup-
port the Leukemia and Lymphoma So-
ciety through February 27. Team
Vermillion’s efforts are a fitting trib-
ute to a good man who sought to help
lift others throughout his life.

Steve, you are greatly missed, but
you will never be forgotten.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF EARL
THOMAS BROWN

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the life and
work of Attorney Earl Thomas Brown
of Greenville, North Carolina, who this
past Saturday tragically died in a one-
car collision at the age of 64.

Attorney Brown was a native of
Edgecombe County, though he lived
and worked in the city of Greenville.
He was an extraordinary lawyer. Dur-
ing my years as a Superior Court
judge, Earl appeared before my court
on many occasions. He treated each
case as unique, exceptional in his
scholarship, compassionate for his cli-
ents.

At the time of his passing, Attorney
Brown was a candidate for District
Court judge, a position he wanted to
achieve so very much. Not only was
Earl an exceptional lawyer, but a man
of faith and a strong patriarch for his
family.

He is survived by his wife, Dr. Hazel
J. Brown; a son, Attorney Derek
Brown; a daughter-in-law, Joni Marie;
and grandchildren, Austin, Alanna, and
Myles. He is also survived by his be-
loved mother, Mrs. Anna Brown, and
many other relatives and friends too
numerous to mention.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me today in celebrating the life
and work of a great American, Attor-
ney Earl Thomas Brown.

——

PRESIDENT OBAMA IS IGNORING
THE LAW

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, 10 days ago Congress expected
the President to submit his plan to
counter the rise of Islamic terrorism in
the Middle East. American families de-
serve to know that the President has a
strategy to defeat ISIL and keep us
safe.

The 2016 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act signed by the President was
clear that the President must submit a
plan to Congress by February 15 on how
to defeat ISIL and reduce risks to
American families.

Sadly, the President has not pre-
sented a strategy. This is another ex-
ample of the President’s continued dis-
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regard for law and the Constitution.
We should support our troops by giving
them a clear mission and a clear strat-
egy to protect American families.

While I am disappointed that the
President has failed to submit a strat-
egy, we cannot be surprised, after he
dismissed ISIL. as the JV team. He
claimed ISIL was contained just 1 day
before the Paris slaughter, and he in-
correctly assured Americans to be con-
fident just as the mass murder was be-
ginning in San Bernardino by ISIL ter-
rorists.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

RECOGNIZING AWARD-WINNING
ARTIST HARRY DAVIS

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during Black History Month to
recognize a fellow North Carolina art-
ist and living legend, Harry Davis.

Originally from Wilmington, North
Carolina, Harry Davis’ natural talent
was evident from his early drawings.
After serving our Nation in the U.S.
Army, an accidental shooting left him
permanently confined to a wheelchair,
which led him to turn to oil painting as
a means of expression and therapy.

Self-taught artist Harry Davis’ at-
tention to detail and the use of bold
and brilliant hues and compositional
precision have captivated audiences
around the country.

An award-winning artist who has
gained mnational recognition, Davis’
work is in private collections of more
than a dozen actors, actresses, and pub-
lic figures.

He has received many honors
throughout the country since the 1970s,
including best of show in the New Orle-
ans Jazz & Heritage Festival and fea-
tured artist for the Greensboro African
American Arts Festival.

Harry Davis has also worked tire-
lessly to share his love for the arts and
African culture with students through-
out North Carolina. We applaud him on
this day. We thank him for his service
to this country and his service to the
arts.

———

CLOSURE OF GUANTANAMO BAY
PRISON

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday
President Obama presented his plan to
close the U.S. military prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay and proposed transferring
up to 60 prisoners to the United States
mainland.

Bringing dangerous terrorists to the
American homeland has been consist-
ently rejected by bipartisan majorities
in Congress. The President’s plan is
lacking key details required under the

H901

law, including the exact cost and loca-
tion of an alternate detention facility.

On the same day that the President
announced his plan, Spanish and Mo-
roccan police arrested four suspected
members of a jihadi cell that sought to
recruit fighters for Islamic State, in-
cluding one individual described as a
former Guantanamo detainee who once
fought with militants in Afghanistan.

President Obama’s stubborn insist-
ence on fulfilling an ill-advised cam-
paign promise to close the detention
facility at Guantanamo Bay distracts
from ongoing threats to American na-
tional security and highlights the fail-
ures of his foreign policy agenda.

———————

AFRICAN AMERICAN POVERTY

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, as chair of the
Democratic Whip Task Force on Pov-
erty, Income Inequality, and Oppor-
tunity, I rise to commemorate Black
History Month and highlight the dis-
proportionate impacts of poverty on
the African American community.

Sadly, our Nation has a long history
of individual and institutional racism,
from slavery and Jim Crow to redlining
and overpolicing. This has locked
many, many families out of opportuni-
ties, even with the enormous progress
that we have made with our great civil
rights leaders and foot soldiers whom
we honored yesterday.

These deplorable disparities and in-
equalities continue at every level of
our society. For example, the African
American poverty rate is 26 percent,
nearly triple the poverty rate of White
Americans. One in three African Amer-
ican children lives in poverty.

The unemployment rate in the Afri-
can American community is more than
8 percent, twice the unemployment
rate of White Americans. The median
wealth of White households is 13 times
the median wealth of African American
households, the widest gap since 1989.

Poverty doesn’t just hurt African
American families. We know that com-
munities of color are two times more
likely to live in poverty and too many
rural White and Native Americans have
felt persistent poverty for generations.

These statistics paint a clear and
stark picture that Congress cannot ig-
nore. We need to get serious about end-
ing poverty and giving everyone, in-
cluding African Americans and people
of color, an opportunity to live the
American Dream.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
AMOS “BILL” USHER

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge and honor the
life of a personal friend, Major William
Amos Usher. Bill passed away at the
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