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This legislation, Mr. Speaker, will
help to develop a skilled labor force,
trained to work in a wide array of sec-
tors, including renewables, energy effi-
ciency, oil and gas, coal, nuclear, util-
ity, pipelines, alternative fuels, as well
as energy-intensive and advanced man-
ufacturing industries.

Mr. Speaker, one of the challenges
that I have heard far too many times
from my constituents is of individuals
participating in training programs that
in many cases do not always lead to ac-
tually finding a job. With that in mind,
Mr. Speaker, this bill will help indus-
try, help schools, and help community-
based workforce development organiza-
tions to identify candidates for enroll-
ment into training and apprenticeship
programs, with the objective of ensur-
ing that the skills learned are imme-
diately transferable to good-paying
jobs and good-paying careers within
the energy and manufacturing sectors
regionally, nationally, and, indeed, all
across this globe.

Mr. Speaker, as you well know, and
as all Members in this House know, the
energy and manufacturing industries
are two of the most critical and fastest
growing sectors both domestically as
well as internationally. The potential
of these two sectors can help bolster
the American economy and are also
vital to the growing number of people
seeking middle class status all across
the developing world.

It is important, Mr. Speaker, that we
equip our citizens, those who need jobs
and those who are out of work, with
the skills needed and necessary to meet
this growing demand so that we can
tap into these tremendous opportuni-
ties. This very bill before us today will
accomplish that goal.

Why is the 21st century workforce
bill so very necessary? Mr. Speaker,
just last week, my office had yet an-
other visiting delegation, a meeting
this time with an energy company out
of the great State of North Carolina,
whose representatives informed me
that right now, today, as we stand here
in this great Chamber today, they have
over 1,000 job openings that they can-
not fill because they cannot find
enough qualified skilled workers.

The 21st century workforce bill will
address that difficulty and be a solu-
tion to that and many other similar
problems all across our country. In
fact, Mr. Speaker, my office has been
holding many of these same types of
meetings over the past 4 years with a
variety of different energy and manu-
facturing industries that are indeed
facing this very same predicament.

At a time when African American
and Latino unemployment rates are
still too high, when coal workers
throughout Appalachia and beyond are
finding themselves without work, when
too many female heads of household
cannot find adequate employment to
take care of their families, and when
veterans returning home from defend-
ing our Nation still cannot find a job,
it is a travesty and a shame that eager
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employers still cannot find the trained
workers they need.

Mr. Speaker, this is a commonsense
jobs bill that will help to match up
trained, qualified candidates with
good-paying jobs and careers that will
fit them and their families, help 1ift up
their community, help strengthen the
energy and manufacturing industry,
and will bolster the entire American
economy as a whole.

Whether you are a student pursuing
your engineering degree at an HBCU or
a single mother taking classes at your
neighborhood community college, this
bill seeks to provide additional oppor-
tunity to all those individuals who are
out there looking to better themselves
and improve the financial situation for
their families.

Mr. Speaker, when this bill becomes
law and its provisions are imple-
mented, it will help out-of-work coal
miners retool and retrain for the jobs
of the 21st century. This bill will also
help returning veterans use their skills
and use their talents to find employ-
ment and provide a dignified future for
their families.

So, Mr. Speaker, again, I want to
thank my distinguished colleague from
the great State of Michigan, Chairman
UPTON; my friend from the great State
of Kentucky, Chairman WHITFIELD;
Ranking Member PALLONE; my friend
from North Carolina (Mr. HUDSON); and
all my colleagues on the Energy and
Commerce Committee, as well as those
who are on the Education and the
Workforce Committee who helped
bring us to this point today, where we
are bringing forward this bill with this
focus not only on underserved commu-
nities, such as minorities, women, and
veterans, but also displaced and unem-
ployed coal miners and out-of-work en-
ergy workers in other places.

I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, when
this bill ultimately becomes law, it
will go a long way in helping not only
communities that look like the one I
represent on the south side of Chicago,
but every community in every district
throughout this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I would like to reiterate once again
that there were a lot of people involved
in bringing this legislation to the floor.
It would not have happened except for
the persistence and commitment of Mr.
RUsH of Illinois. So I want to thank
him again.

I also want to say that every Member
of Congress comes to this floor, and we
talk about regulations and the impact
they have on creating jobs. We talk
about uncertainty in tax policies, and
we talk about the ability of America to
be competitive in the global workplace.
We talk about a lot of macro issues.
But for men and women out there in
the country, like coal miners who are
losing jobs because of the policies of
this administration, veterans who have
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extensive leadership skills but can’t
find good jobs, and minorities who are
not trained in the right way, this legis-
lation goes a long way in providing the
training that people need to find a good
job.

I urge all Members to support this
legislation. I want to thank everyone
who worked for it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

O 1630

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from XKentucky (Mr.
WHITFIELD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4583, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AMPLIFYING LOCAL EFFORTS TO
ROOT OUT TERROR ACT OF 2016

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4401) to authorize the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to provide
countering violent extremism training
to Department of Homeland Security
representatives at State and local fu-
sion centers, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4401

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Amplifying
Local Efforts to Root out Terror Act of 2016
or the “ALERT Act of 2016”".
SEC. 2. COUNTERING VIOLENT

TRAINING.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF TRAINING.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security is authorized to
provide training for personnel, including De-
partment of Homeland Security personnel,
State, local, tribal, and territorial represent-
atives at State and major urban area fusion
centers for the purpose of administering
community awareness briefings and related
activities in furtherance of the Department’s
efforts to counter violent extremism, iden-
tify and report suspicious activities, and in-
crease awareness of and more quickly iden-
tify terrorism threats, including the travel
or attempted travel of individuals from the
United States to support a foreign terrorist
organization (as such term is described in
section 219 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189)) abroad.

(b) COORDINATION.—To the extent prac-
ticable, in providing the training under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall coordinate
with the heads of other Federal agencies en-
gaged in community outreach related to
countering violent extremism and shall also
coordinate with such agencies in the admin-
istration of related activities, including
community awareness briefings.

SEC. 3. COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM AS-
SESSMENT.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than
120 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with appropriate State,
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local, tribal, and territorial representatives,
shall assess the efforts of the Department of
Homeland Security to support countering
violent extremism at the State, local, tribal,
and territorial levels. Such assessment shall
include each of the following:

(1) A cataloging of departmental efforts to
assist State, local, tribal, and territorial
governments in countering violent extre-
mism.

(2) A review of cooperative agreements be-
tween the Department and such governments
relating to countering violent extremism.

(3) An evaluation of departmental plans
and any potential opportunities to better
support such governments that are in fur-
therance of the Department’s countering vio-
lent extremism objectives and are consistent
with all relevant constitutional, legal, and
privacy protections.

(b) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 150 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act and consistent with the protec-
tion of classified information, the Secretary
of Homeland Security shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees the find-
ings of the assessment required under sub-
section (a) together with any related infor-
mation regarding best practices for coun-
tering violent extremism at the State, local,
tribal, and territorial levels.

SEC. 4. DEPARTMENT-SPONSORED CLEARANCES.

Not later than 30 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Homeland Security shall notify the appro-
priate congressional committees of the num-
ber of employees of State, local, tribal, and
territorial governments with security clear-
ances sponsored by the Department of Home-
land Security. Such notification shall in-
clude a detailed list of the agencies that em-
ploy such employees, the level of clearance
held by such employees, and whether such
employees are assigned as representatives to
State and major urban area fusion centers.
SEC. 5. PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL FUNDING.

No additional funds are authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this Act.

SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives;
and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate.

(2) The term ‘‘violent extremism’ means
ideologically motivated international ter-
rorism or domestic terrorism, as such terms
are defined in section 2331 of title 18, United
States Code.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) and the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
KEATING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terial on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Just 3 short years ago, a group of do-
mestic terrorists were plotting attacks
in my hometown in northwest Georgia.
Federal law enforcement was informed
that these terrorists were trying to ob-
tain pipe bombs and other improvised
explosive devices. Once detonated,
these weapons could have destroyed
property, disabled utilities, and poten-
tially taken innocent human life.

Because of the imminent threat, a
Federal drug task force had to move
quickly to intercept the suspects be-
fore they could carry out their attack.
With such a short time to react to such
a volatile situation, logic would sug-
gest that Federal law enforcement
would notify and enlist the assistance
of the local sheriff’s office.

Considering the raid was to take
place in the parking lot of a busy shop-
ping center adjacent to a hospital, hav-
ing local law enforcement assistance
was clearly justified. However, there
was one problem. The sheriff didn’t
have the proper security clearance; so,
he was not authorized to be briefed on
the details of the case.

To stop these would-be terrorists, the
FBI had to move quickly and could not
wait for a waiver to brief the sheriff or
to get approval to enlist his assistance.
This bureaucratic hurdle put the FBI,
our local law enforcement, and the
community at greater risk.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, this sce-
nario plays out way too often across
the Nation. While our FBI and Home-
land Security agents are doing an ex-
emplary job of countering terrorist ac-
tivities, their resources are being
stretched very thin. With the threat of
terrorism on the rise, we must find a
way to provide these agents with addi-
tional resources.

This is why I have introduced H.R.
4401, the ALERT Act. The Amplifying
Local Efforts to Root Out Terror Act
removes bureaucratic barriers and
paves the way for the Federal Govern-
ment to enhance State and local law
enforcement involvement in fighting
the war on terrorism.

By providing the tools and training
needed to combat terrorism on mul-
tiple levels, this act will provide more
efficient cooperation and coordination
with State and local officials.

Local law enforcement is crucial to
our security, and they are too often
overlooked as a valuable asset in fight-
ing against terrorism. Through this
legislation, the Department of Home-
land Security will be authorized to
train State and local law enforcement
in the best methods used in combating
evolving terrorist threats.

Proper security clearances are also
vital for our local law enforcement of-
ficials so they may assist with coun-
tering terror activity as well as receiv-
ing notification of pending threats in
their local jurisdictions.

This bill requires the Department to
keep Congress apprised of the number
of security clearances issued to State
and local law enforcement so we can
assess whether further congressional
action is needed.

H1011

Because fighting terrorism is not a
singular effort of the Federal Govern-
ment, the ALERT Act provides in-
creased community awareness of ongo-
ing threats.

Radicalization is also a clear and
present danger to Americans. The num-
ber of cases of homegrown terrorism is
growing nationwide. Since September
11, 2001, there have been 139 homegrown
jihadist plots.

Community involvement in coun-
tering violent extremism has proven to
be effective, as more than 75 percent of
U.S. foreign fighter arrests have in-
volved tips from local sources, such as
community members, relatives, or
friends. This bill will provide even
more resources to root out terrorists
before they can act.

As we are moving into a new era of
terrorism that directly threatens our
own communities, we must reevaluate
how we meet the current threat. Today
everyone has a part to play in pro-
tecting against terrorism: the neighbor
next door and the local police officer.

While this legislation will not in
itself end the threat of terrorism
against our Nation, it will allow for the
better use of valuable resources al-
ready within our communities.

I urge all Members to join me in sup-
porting this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 4401, the Am-
plifying Local Efforts to Root Out Ter-
ror Act, or the ALERT Act, of 2016.

Mr. Speaker, this is the latest in a
series of efforts by this Congress and,
in particular, the Homeland Security
Committee in a bipartisan manner to
work to thwart terrorist threats in our
country.

Mr. Speaker, we work continuously
to look back at the 9/11 Commission
recommendations to make sure that we
are fulfilling all of the areas of trouble
that were identified by that commis-
sion where we can make ourselves
more secure from terrorist threats.

We also worked very hard as a com-
mittee looking at the Boston Marathon
bombing. We worked on that and found
out that information sharing was not
as great as it should have been. In fact,
it was one of the things that could
have prevented that from occurring.

The police commissioner of Boston
testified in front of the committee and
was asked: Did you know the informa-
tion that the Federal law enforcement
officials had?

His answer was: No.

Then he was asked: Would it have
been helpful for you to know that?

And he said: Of course.

Yet, that information wasn’t avail-
able.

We have worked in the committee to
make sure that information is shared
at the local, regional, county, and
State levels as well as the Federal law
enforcement agency communities.

We have worked together success-
fully with groups like the Joint Ter-
rorism Task Force to make sure that
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information is shared on a daily basis,
on a weekly basis, and, in a policy
sense, even on a monthly basis, looking
back and making sure that we have a
seamless system.

Mr. Speaker, we had an initiative
that I joined with my colleague from
Georgia on as well as four other Mem-
bers of this House where we traveled to
look at the issue of foreign terrorist
fighters and the threat to our country
resulting from their actions.

Sadly, in the United States, there are
over 200 people who have been identi-
fied as leaving this country to fight for
ISIL in Syria and Iraq. Yet, we went
through not only the Middle East, but
through Europe with our allies there,
to see what threats were there in terms
of using those countries as portals into
the United States, making sure that
not only the 200-plus people from the
U.S., if they came back, would be able
to deal with their threats, but also the
threats imposed by other countries
coming back to the U.S.

We found out that in Istanbul, for in-
stance, at the airport there, there are
61 million flights in that airport alone.
That is probably 11 times, roughly, the
whole population of my State of Massa-
chusetts. Think of that. We found out
that there wasn’t security measures in
place there that we take for granted in
our own country.

We also worked hard with our allies
in Europe so that they would do the ba-
sics and have passenger name records
there so that we could trade informa-
tion to find out who is boarding these
planes. We are glad to report that the
European Union has acted on that and
that has been closed. They are working
on areas with the exterior borders that
we talked to them about in our trip.

We also have been successful as a
Congress to work on the visa waiver
country issue to make sure that those
areas where people are coming back
and have traveled to Syria and Iraq are
vetted the way they should be vetted.

We also realize that not only do we
have to fight this war on multiple
fronts, but we know that back home
the threat of domestic violent extrem-
ists remains the number one threat, ac-
cording to every expert. We know from
the work that we have done collec-
tively that we could do more on that
front in preventing it.

We were told about fusion centers,
which are tremendous assets to our se-
curity at the local, State, or Federal
level, where we worked together gath-
ering and compiling information on a
realtime basis. Yet, those fusion cen-
ters and the employees there wanted to
do more.

They were telling us how they could
do more if they were given more train-
ing, more coordination, and more infor-
mation to deal with at the local and
State level. It would create a great
multiplier effect with the frontline law
enforcement people that would make
our country safer.

Along those lines, the gentleman
from Georgia put in legislation that I
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am proud to be a lead sponsor on to
make sure that the Department of
Homeland Security is there author-
izing and providing these resources
through the fusion centers to our State
and local counterparts.

And I think that translating that not
only as information to stop and coordi-
nate activities reacting to terrorist
acts, but working at the root cause of
sharing information that they can use
and apply at the root level to prevent
that kind of activity, puts those people
closer to the community in a position
where they can do more. To me, that is
one of the most important things we
can do as a Congress, to make sure
that that work is being done.

This is a very important bill. It is a
bill that I think, once again, we are
seeing the role of Congress in making
sure that things don’t fall between the
cracks in terms of our national secu-
rity, make sure that the resource is
there for our local and State counter-
parts.

I favor this bill because I think it is
one of those areas that we found most
in need of amplification. I hope this
bill is passed.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. REICHERT).

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding and thank
him for his hard work on this legisla-
tion, along with Mr. KEATING.

After listening to both of you speak
on this legislation, I am really happy
that you get it, that you understand it.
This is a great piece of legislation that
we are about to enact.

I can speak from some experience,
Mr. Speaker. I appreciate that Mr.
LOUDERMILK has asked me to speak
this evening on this bill.

I was in law enforcement for 33 years.
I started out in a patrol car and went
through various stages of assignments
and finally became the sheriff in King
County, which is Seattle, Washington.

Some of the scenarios that you heard
two gentlemen speaking about tonight,
I have actually been there, done that,
and have experienced some of the frus-
tration that they just described to-
night.

I know there are going to be some
sheriff’s deputies and police officers
across the country tonight rejoicing in
this bill. It will relieve much frustra-
tion and also provide some much-need-
ed relief in creating that partnership
between Federal and local law enforce-
ment agencies.

I am in strong support of the ALERT
Act. Today terrorism is not something
that is in foreign countries. It is not
somewhere outside of the United
States. It is not outside our borders. It
is right here. It is right here in Wash-
ington, D.C. It is right here in Seattle,
Washington, as I said, where I come
from.
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Our sheriff’s deputies and police offi-
cers have worked with the Federal
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agencies over these past few years, es-
pecially since 2001, in following up on
hundreds and thousands of leads every
day—of which the public, of course, is
not aware—of possible threats and ter-
rorism threats to our local commu-
nities.

I have had the opportunity to work
with almost every Federal law enforce-
ment agency that you can think of
since 1972, when I joined the sheriff’s
office—leaving it in 2005 to come here.
I had some great experiences and some
not so great experiences. It especially
relates back to the sharing of informa-
tion, and it relates back to the inad-
equacy of our training and of our abil-
ity to connect to the Federal agencies
in order to really form a true partner-
ship and a true bond and a true trust.

If we can’t, as Federal and local
agencies, trust each other to share that
information—and I know part of the ef-
fort here in the ALERT Act is to build
that trust and to have the same train-
ing and the same information so we
can protect the citizens of this coun-
try. That is our job, and that is what
this law is designed to do.

We also need the partnership, the
trust, of our communities because as
we go out and investigate these leads
and investigate these tips of possible
terrorist attacks, we are interviewing
people who live in our communities.
They need to trust us. They need to re-
spect, I should say, not only us here in
Congress, but they need to respect our
law enforcement agencies and officers
across the country.

Most of all, our law enforcement
agencies need to respect them. That is
when we will have that trust by which
we can share information and truly
come together. The cops cannot pro-
tect this country alone. The commu-
nity cannot protect this country alone.
They cannot protect their neighbor-
hoods alone, let alone our country; but
we have given more and more responsi-
bility to our local officers, and they are
being spread thin.

I think that is why, ladies and gen-
tlemen and Mr. Speaker, we are divided
today. Cops and community are di-
vided. We don’t have that interaction
any longer, and that trust that we have
built over many, many years is now be-
ginning to erode. I think that this bill
goes a long way in building that trust
and relationship between the Federal
agencies and the local agencies and in
providing that training.

Most of all, what I appreciate about
this legislation is that you have called
attention to the fact that local law en-
forcement is key and is absolutely
vital, absolutely critical, to protecting
this country and that we are asking
them to participate in the defense of
our homeland. Not only that, but at
the same time, we are asking them to
answer those emergency calls—and I
am going to mention, if you will allow
me a moment—as Officer Ashley
Guindon did on her first day as a sher-
iff’s deputy, and she died. That is what
we are talking about here: life and
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death, service to our community, pro-
tecting this country.

I thank the gentlemen for the hard
work.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In closing, I thank the gentleman
from Georgia for his leadership on this.

With regard to the gentleman from
Washington State (Mr. REICHERT), I
was a district attorney for 12 years and
had my own attached State police
force. I worked with local law enforce-
ment, and I understand just what he
was talking about in terms of the need
to communicate, to work together co-
hesively, and to share information. We
are all safer when that occurs.

Mr. Speaker, I started my day this
morning in Boston. We met at the Fed-
eral Reserve. The ‘“‘we” that met was
something that, perhaps, you wouldn’t
have seen a few years ago but that we
see today because of the efforts by Con-
gress, the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, the gentleman from Georgia,
and me in working together across the
aisle and in making sure these things
happen.

It was a meeting on surface transpor-
tation threats and terrorist threats.
We had our staff and the head of the
FBI in our region there. We had the
head of the ATF. We had our regional
head of the TSA there. We had State
officials, local officials, local police, re-
gional police. We had authorities, like
the transportation authorities, all
present in the room—filling up the
room—working together, sharing infor-
mation. Yet we know we have to do a
better job of making sure that occurs
going forward.

With regard to many of the things we
worked on in the committee, some of
those agencies made procedural
changes. They adopted new priorities
that they had not had before. There is
the reporting to Congress on the infor-
mation of foreign terrorist fighters
from our European allies, as well as
making sure that the Joint Terrorism
Task Force is sharing information.

With this legislation, we are making
sure, going forward, that that is going
to continue to be done because often-
times, unfortunately, we react to a
major crisis, respond, and provide the
resources. Then, after a period of time,
our attention wanes, and we are not
constantly making sure that it is being
done.

This legislation will make sure that
it is being done going forward, and it
will make sure that these groups are
reporting back to Congress on a reg-
ular basis so that we are in a position
to know that it continues to go forward
all the time because, as our attention
and our resources and our defensive-
ness might wane, the threats by terror-
ists will always be there, unfortu-
nately, in the world we share. This will
make sure that the reporting back to
Congress occurs as well.

I am pleased to say that Congress has
an integral role in this. We have
crossed a very divided line, unfortu-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

nately, that we live with today from a
partisan standpoint, and we will work
together time and time again, because
if we can’t work together on issues of
our national security, what can we
work together on?

I thank my colleague from Georgia
(Mr. LOUDERMILK). I thank the chair-
man of the committee, Mr. McCCAUL;
the ranking member, Mr. THOMPSON;
and all of the committee members for
their efforts going forward. This
ALERT Act will keep us safer, not just
tomorrow, but in the decades ahead.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Let me give a heartfelt thanks to my
colleagues across the aisle, especially
to my colleague from Massachusetts
(Mr. KEATING), who mentioned that we
have spent a good amount of time to-
gether in traveling to the Middle East
and to Europe, looking at terrorism.

There was a time in our Nation’s his-
tory when our focus on terrorism was
isolated to areas overseas, but no
longer. Terrorism is in our neighbor-
hoods and it is in our communities. As
you heard here today, from Massachu-
setts to Georgia to Washington State,
there are no geographical boundaries
on terrorism even within the United
States.

While this bill will not end terrorism,
it will give critical tools to those who
know their communities best. The
local law enforcement officer who is on
the beat every day knows his commu-
nity better than anyone. When some-
thing isn’t just right, he is the first one
to notice it. It is critical that we pro-
vide them with the training, the secu-
rity clearances, and the tools that they
need to become a force multiplier for
our Federal agents who are operating
on very limited resources today. In
fact, they are stretched very thin.

Again, I thank all of those who are in
support of this legislation. Of all I have
worked on, I believe that this is one of
the most important—that being the se-
curing of our Nation so our children
will have a nation that is free, safe,
and full of opportunity. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 4401.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee). The question is
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4401, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CALLING ON GOVERNMENT OF
IRAN TO ASSIST IN CASE OF
ROBERT LEVINSON
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1

move to suspend the rules and agree to
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the resolution (H. Res. 148) calling on
the Government of Iran to fulfill their
promises of assistance in this case of
Robert Levinson, the longest held
United States civilian in our Nation’s
history, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 148

Whereas United States citizen Robert
Levinson is a retired agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), a resident of
Coral Springs, Florida, the husband of Chris-
tine Levinson, and father of their 7 children;

Whereas Robert Levinson traveled from
Dubai, UAE, to Kish Island, Iran, on March 8,
2007;

Whereas after traveling to Kish Island and
checking into the Hotel Maryam, Robert
Levinson disappeared on March 9, 2007;

Whereas, in December 2007, Robert
Levinson’s wife, Christine, traveled to Kish
Island to retrace Mr. Levinson’s steps and
met with officials of the Government of Iran
who pledged to help in the investigation;

Whereas, for more than 8 years, the United
States Government has continually pressed
the Government of Iran to provide any infor-
mation on the whereabouts of Robert
Levinson and to help ensure his prompt and
safe return to his family;

Whereas officials of the Government of
Iran promised their continued assistance to
the relatives of Robert Levinson during the
visit of the family to the Islamic Republic of
Iran in December 2007;

Whereas, in November 2010, the Levinson
family received a video of Mr. Levinson in
captivity, representing the first proof of life
since his disappearance and providing some
initial indications that he was being held
somewhere in southwest Asia;

Whereas, in April 2011, the Levinson family
received a series of pictures of Mr. Levinson,
which provided further indications that he
was being held somewhere in southwest Asia;

Whereas Secretary John Kerry stated on
August 28, 2013, ““The United States respect-
fully asks the Government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to work cooperatively with us
in our efforts to help U.S. citizen Robert
Levinson.”’;

Whereas, on September 28, 2013, during the
first direct phone conversation between the
heads of the Government of the United
States and Iran since 1979, President Barack
Obama raised the case of Robert Levinson to
President of Iran Hassan Rouhani and urged
the President of Iran to help locate Mr.
Levinson and reunite him with his family;

Whereas, on August 29, 2014, Secretary of
State John Kerry again stated that the
United States ‘‘respectfully request the Gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of Iran work
cooperatively with us to find Mr. Levinson
and bring him home.”’;

Whereas on July 14, 2015, the Governments
of the United States, the United Kingdom,
France, Russia, China, and Germany con-
cluded 20 months of negotiations with Iran
over its nuclear program;

Whereas, on January 16, 2016, the Govern-
ment of Iran released five United States citi-
zens detained in Iran, Jason Rezaian of Cali-
fornia, Saeed Abedini of Idaho, Amir Mirzaei
Hekmati of Michigan, Matthew Trevithick of
Massachusetts, and Nosratollah Khosravi-
Roodsari;

Whereas, on January 17, 2016, President
Obama stated ‘‘even as we rejoice in the safe
return of others, we will never forget about
Bob”’, referring to Robert Levinson, and that
‘“each and every day but especially today our
hearts are with the Levinson family and we
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