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As a member of the Rare Disease 

Caucus, I urge my colleagues in both 
Chambers to advance this bipartisan 
initiative. On this Rare Disease Day 
and every other day, let us remember 
that the stakes are high and families 
are counting on us. 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. MARGUERITA 
WASHINGTON 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today saddened by the passing of a true 
public servant, Dr. Marguerita Wash-
ington, the long-time publisher of the 
Omaha Star newspaper. 

When the Omaha Star began in 1938, 
it focused on printing positive news 
and being a champion for African 
American progress. When Dr. Wash-
ington succeeded her aunt, Mildred 
Brown, in running the paper, she suc-
cessfully carried this responsibility for 
over three decades, making the Omaha 
Star a national landmark. 

Dr. Washington was a robust and 
principled voice for social justice. 
Through the Omaha Star, she enlight-
ened the public on a variety of matters, 
including health care, jobs, and edu-
cation. 

Her advocacy has garnered many 
well-deserved accolades and awards, in-
cluding recognition by this body in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. She devoted 
her life to serving the citizens of 
Omaha, Nebraska, and the impact of 
her efforts will endure for generations 
to come. 

May God bless Marguerita Wash-
ington. May her memory strengthen 
and comfort all who mourn this re-
markable woman. 

f 

FIRST COLONY LITTLE LEAGUE 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, last Satur-
day, in the early afternoon, two beau-
tiful words rang out: play ball. 

The 2016 First Colony Little League 
season had begun. All the players are 
special, but one group stands out. It is 
called the Dream League. 

This is season 9 for the Dream 
League. 100-plus more players with 
physical and intellectual challenges 
played baseball. Each player has at 
least one volunteer helping them, like 
Angel in the outfield in this picture to 
my left. 

This picture is what the Dream 
League is all about, a big ear-to-ear 
smile for everyone involved. Our 
Dream League team played in the 
World Series for Little League in 2015. 

America, if you want to see what 
makes our country so great, come to 
Sugar Land, Texas. Watch a Dream 
League game. See kids who are special 
because of what they can do and not 
because of what they cannot do. 

Batter up. 
f 

RENEGOTIATION OF WASSENAAR 
ARRANGEMENT INTRUSION 
SOFTWARE CONTROLS 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today 
we learned of the Obama administra-
tion’s decision to renegotiate a set of 
export controls that could have been 
hugely detrimental to our national se-
curity. 

I want to thank President Obama for 
his leadership on cybersecurity gen-
erally and specifically on this issue. 

In 2013, Wassenaar member states 
added intrusion software to the list of 
export-controlled products. While the 
addition was well-intentioned, since we 
certainly do not want companies mak-
ing a profit selling hacking tools to re-
pressive regimes, the language used 
was simply too broad and encompassed 
vital cybersecurity tools and even fun-
damental vulnerability research. 

The plan to renegotiate is the cul-
mination of a months-long process in-
volving industry, a number of agencies, 
and 124 of my colleagues in this Cham-
ber. 

Mr. Speaker, I deeply appreciate the 
work of the Bureau of Industry and Se-
curity in shepherding this process and 
the National Security Council for push-
ing for its resolution. 

Now, we still have work to do with 
our international partners, but today 
is a validation of our ability to come 
together, government and industry, to 
address difficult challenges in cyberse-
curity policy. This is a good news 
story. 

f 

b 1900 

VOICE FOR THE ESSURE SISTERS 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to tell the story of Kendra Kilroy 
of Quincy, Massachusetts, one of tens 
of thousands of women harmed by the 
permanent sterilization device Essure. 

Because of Essure, she has lived in 
debilitating pain. She has lived in anx-
iety, thinking maybe her doctor was 
right and her symptoms were really 
just in her head. She lived in sadness, 
missing out on field trips, school plays, 
and a Christmas concert for her chil-
dren because she was too sick and too 
tired. Mostly, she lived in anger, find-
ing out that the Essure coil was mi-
grating through her fallopian tube and 
into her body. She now lives in hope, 
knowing we have people fighting with 
and for us to protect so many women 
from the same fate. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise as a voice for the 
Essure sisters, to tell this Chamber 
that their stories are real, their pain is 
real, and their fight is real. 

My bill, the E-Free Act, can halt this 
tragedy by removing this dangerous de-
vice from the market. Too many 
women have been harmed. 

I urge my colleagues to join this 
fight because stories like Kendra’s are 
too important to ignore. 

f 

RARE DISEASE DAY 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, today is 
Rare Disease Day. It is the reason why 
I am wearing this special tie given to 
me by Minnesotan Erica Barnes as part 
of the Chloe’s Fight Rare Disease 
Foundation’s Wear Something Rare 
campaign. 

Now, a rare disease is generally de-
fined as a condition that affects fewer 
than 200,000 people, and there are ap-
proximately 7,000 different types of 
rare diseases which impact the health 
of about 30 million Americans, half of 
which are children. 

February 29, a day which is rare in 
itself, is also set aside to bring aware-
ness and improve access to treatment 
and medical representation for people 
living with a rare disease. It is recog-
nized by over 80 countries around the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, there is more that we 
can do to help. The House passed the 
21st Century Cures Act with strong bi-
partisan support to help lower barriers 
to medical innovation and provide crit-
ical funding to find cures and treat-
ment for medical afflictions, including 
rare diseases. 

So on this Rare Disease Day, we raise 
attention to this issue and the need to 
continue our work to help those who 
are suffering from rare diseases. 

f 

TECHNOLOGY IS THE FUTURE 
(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Tom Ardolf and Avant-Garde Tech-
nology Liberation for the recent win at 
the International Consumer Elec-
tronics Show. The group earned the 
Health and Wellness Project of the 
Year from the Consumer Technology 
Association. 

Ardolf and his group designed an im-
pressive home automation system for a 
woman who is a quadriplegic. Origi-
nally, they were asked to create a sys-
tem that would allow the woman to 
easily change the volume on her tele-
vision. Instead, they went above and 
beyond, creating a system that allows 
her to control her entire media center, 
unlock her door, adjust her lighting, 
and even place phone calls. 

Technology’s role in the world is rap-
idly increasing. With the increase, 
many new frontiers have been discov-
ered and explored. I am proud to rep-
resent a State and district that is 
home to medical innovation. 
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