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TRIBUTE TO RYANNE MULLEN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Ryanne
Mullen of Villisca, lowa, for being awarded first
place for her outstanding essay honoring our
military veterans by the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Department of lowa. Ryanne is a stu-
dent at Enarson Elementary in Villisca, lowa.

The theme for this essay contest was “What
Does A Veteran Mean To Me?”, and was
open to all fifth graders in public, private, and
home schools throughout lowa.

Ryanne’s essay reads:

I deeply thought about what a veteran
means to me. I have chosen to share emo-
tional descriptions of what a veteran means
to me. The initial meaning of a veteran to
me is how fear is considered, understood, and
accepted but they still make the decision to
face this fear for the freedom of their fami-
lies and all other families they are standing
strong for.

The second meaning of a veteran to me is
courage. The attitude of never giving up,
never backing down, and always remaining
faithful. These are characteristics of semper
fidelis.

The third meaning I want to express is
brotherhood, which is described as equally
caring for the life of your fellow soldier. The
fact that no one is left behind especially the
veterans that are KIA, MIA, or POW. I will
carry memories of them with me forever.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate
Ryanne for earning this award. It is because
of lowans like her that I'm proud to represent
our great state. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Ryanne for writing this
outstanding essay honoring our veterans. |
wish her nothing but continued success in all
she does.

————

ST. EPHREM CHURCH PARISH 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, St. Ephrem
Church Parish, founded in June 1966, is cele-
brating 50 years of faithful service to the
Bensalem, Bucks County parish—a Golden
Jubilee. The heart of the parish is the Catholic
faith; its mission, meeting the spiritual needs
of all parishioners. Dedicated, devout pastors
and priests have overseen the mission
throughout its history and continue on this
path, today. For a half-century, the small par-
ish has grown to include 3,300 registered fam-
ilies and more than 11,000 members. St.
Ephrem’s also provides an excellent education
in pre-K through 8th grade to approximately
450 children, including another 200 in Sunday
School. St. Ephrem’s is known to have a
strong community outreach program that
touches many families in the parish through
the Boy and Girl Scouts, Catholic Daughters
of America, Bereavement Support, Family
Counseling and active Teen and Youth sports
programs. For your 50 years of spiritual guid-
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ance, we extend our heartiest congratulations
on this Golden Jubilee and sincere wishes for
continued growth and service in the coming
years.

HONORING DANIEL BEN-ZAKEN
AND RACHEL BEAN

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor of Daniel Ben-Zaken and Rachel Bean,
who were awarded in this year's C-SPAN stu-
dent documentary contest. Daniel and Rachel
are students at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Florida.

Their powerful documentary, “Target,” ex-
plores the issues and arguments surrounding
gun safety and school shootings. The theme
of this year's contest was “Road to the White
House: What's the Issue You Most Want Can-
didates to Discuss during the 2016 Presi-
dential Campaign?” Nearly three thousand
video submissions from almost six thousand
students across the nation were submitted to
this contest, and | am thrilled that Daniel and
Rachel’s documentary was recognized as ex-
ceptional.

| am honored that these young filmmakers
chose to interview me for their documentary.
In my remarks, | expressed my deep concern
regarding gun violence in America, especially
in schools. Our students must be able to study
and learn in a safe environment absent the
threat of gun violence. With an average of
nearly one school shooting every week, this
documentary covers a timely and vital issue
facing our nation.

Again, congratulations to Daniel and Rachel.
| wish them the best of luck with their future
endeavors and academic pursuits. It is with
great pleasure that | honor them, and | hope
they will continue to inspire young South Flo-
ridians to become involved in issues they care
about.

RECOGNIZING CASILDA LUNA
HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Casilda Luna, who celebrated
her 90th birthday on Wednesday, April 6,
2016.

A native of Sanchez, Dominican Republic,
Casilda Luna is often referred to as a pioneer
in the Hispanic community. Casilda Luna
moved to Washington, D.C. in 1961, and was
one of the first Hispanic activists in Adams
Morgan. Casilda organized weekly social gath-
erings that evolved into community discus-
sions, which addressed social problems in the
community. She then became involved with
the Latin American Festival organizing com-
mittee and the Latino Affairs Office of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Casilda was the co-founder of the Hispanic
Festival and the Mayor's Office of Latino Af-
fairs, where she helped to promote the inclu-
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sion of Hispanics in the Metropolitan Police
Department. She also founded Mujeres
Unidas Latinas en Accion (MULA), which
helped Hispanic women who were new to the
District of Columbia by bringing them together
through community activities.

| ask the House to join me in recognizing
her 90th birthday and her more than 50 years
of activism in the national capital region.
Casilda Luna is a special woman whose serv-
ice to our community is greatly appreciated.

———

IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT
OF BILL HANEY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take this time to acknowledge one of my
constituents who has demonstrated day-in
day-out what living the American dream really
means.

Bill Haney graduated from the College of
New Jersey with a Bachelor of Science in
Education. While teaching elementary school
in Talbot County, Maryland, Bill worked to
earn his Master's Degree in Supervision and
Human Relations from George Washington
University. In 1983, Mr. Haney accepted the
position of Chief Executive Officer of Every
Citizen Has Opportunities, Inc. (ECHO), a
Leesburg, Virginia based non-profit which pro-
vides employment, training, and community in-
tegration to individuals with disabilities. Mr.
Haney has decided it is time to retire from his
life’s work, thus ending a bright chapter in
ECHO'’s history.

As Mr. Haney’s extraordinary career comes
to a close, | would like to take a moment to
highlight the work he has done over the years.
When Mr. Haney took over as CEO at ECHO,
the organization was supporting about 75 indi-
viduals with disabilities, with an annual budget
of under three hundred thousand dollars, and
only two worksites. Under Mr. Haney’s leader-
ship, ECHO’s budget has grown to nearly five
million dollars, and has expanded services to
nearly 170 individuals with disabilities. ECHO
has approximately 15 work locations, ranging
from Loudoun County Public Schools to Inova
Hospitals.

In addition to his work at ECHO, Mr. Haney
has extended his skills to the community
through his work on the Board of Directors for
the Loudoun County Red Cross, as
Cubmaster for the Pack 11 Boy Scouts in
Boyce, Virginia, and as a Sunday school
teacher at St. John the Baptist Roman Catho-
lic Church in Front Royal, Virginia.

Mr. Haney leaves ECHO after a storied 33
years at the helm with zero debt, positive cash
flow, and outright ownership of its facility.
ECHO will continue serving our community,
but without a doubt, will miss Mr. Haney’s
leadership and dedication.

At this moment, Mr. Speaker, | ask that my
colleagues join me in extending our sincerest
thanks to Mr. Haney for all the work he has
done in our community, and wish him the best
in his future endeavors.
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