S1848

Americans who have a stake in a fair, effec-
tive judicial system, we thank you for con-
sidering our views.

Sincerely,

The Leadership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights, AFL-CIO, Alliance for Jus-
tice, American Constitution Society for Law
and Policy, American Federation of State,
County, and Municipal Employees, American
Federation of Teachers, American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee, Americans
for Democratic Action, Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice AAJC, Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO (APALA), As-
sociation of Asian Pacific Community
Health Organizations, The Center for Asian
Pacific American Women, Coalition of Black
Trade Unionists, Constitutional Account-
ability Center, CREDO, Defenders of Wild-
life, Disability Rights Education & Defense
Fund, Earthjustice, Human Rights Cam-
paign, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, League of Conservation Voters,
NAACP.

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, Inc., National Association of Human
Rights Workers, National Association of So-
cial Workers, National Black Justice Coali-
tion, National Center on Time and Learning,
National Community Reinvestment Coali-
tion, National Congress of American Indians,
National Council of Asian Pacific Americans
(NCAPA), National Council of Jewish
Women, National Education Association, Na-
tional Employment Lawyers Association,
National Fair Housing Alliance, National
Hispanic Media Coalition, National LGBTQ
Task Force Action Fund, National Partner-
ship for Women & Families, National Wom-
en’s Law Center, People For the American
Way, Pride at Work, South Asian Americans
Leading, Together (SAALT) United Auto
Workers (UAW), The Workmen’s Circle.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

AMENDMENT NO. 3524

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, while
we are waiting for members of the Ju-
diciary Committee to come and speak
to the judicial nomination we will vote
on shortly, I want to take the oppor-
tunity to talk about a pending amend-
ment which is being offered by Senator
BENNET of Colorado and which I would
recommend to the Senate that they fa-
vorably consider. It is dealing with
families traveling on airlines.

As you know, things get very specific
about seats and how much they charge
for the seats. You pay extra for some
baggage and other services, and then
you get into seats that are getting in-
creasingly smaller. It is even worse for
a woman who is pregnant or is trav-
eling with small children.

Senator BENNET’s amendment is a
family-friendly amendment. If a parent
has a minor child who is going on the
plane by themselves, it would require
TSA to allow the parent to accompany
the child throughout the screening
process. To a small child, that can be
quite intimidating.

Secondly, it would require the air-
lines to provide pregnant women with
the opportunity to preboard the flight.
How many times have we seen every-
body queueing up to get on the flight?
The special advantage passengers get
on, the first class passengers get on,
the members of the frequent flyer pro-
gram get on, and here is a lady who is
quite along in her pregnancy still
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standing. That is just common sense.
That is being gentlemanly about the
rules of airlines.

Thirdly, the amendment tries to keep
families together because it would re-
quire the airlines to make sure that at
least one adult of the family who is
traveling together can sit next to the
child on the plane without the airlines
saying the parent will have to pay an
extra fee in order to guarantee having
a seat next to their minor child. This is
common sense, and it is encouraging
family travel.

I certainly urge my colleagues to
support this amendment as we will be
taking up the FAA bill after this judi-
cial nomination confirmation vote.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ALEXANDER. I yield back any
remaining time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Crenshaw nom-
ination?

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr.
JOHNSON), the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), and the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 92,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 44 Ex.]

YEAS—92
Alexander Coons Heller
Ayotte Corker Hirono
Baldwin Cornyn Hoeven
Barrasso Cotton Inhofe
Bennet Crapo Isakson
Blumenthal Daines Kaine
Blunt Donnelly King
Booker Durbin Kirk
Boozman Enzi Klobuchar
Boxer Ernst Lankford
Brown Feinstein Leahy
Burr Fischer Lee
Cantwell Flake Manchin
Cardin Franken Markey
Carper Gardner McCain
Casey Gillibrand McCaskill
Cassidy Grassley McConnell
Coats Hatch Menendez
Cochran Heinrich Merkley
Collins Heitkamp Mikulski
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Moran Rounds Tester
Murphy Rubio Thune
Murray Sasse Tillis
Nelson Schatz Toomey
Perdue Schumer Udall
Peters Scott Warner
Portman Sessions Warren
Reed Shaheen i
Reid Shelby gﬁgﬁouge
Risch Stabenow Wyden
Roberts Sullivan

NOT VOTING—38
Capito Johnson Sanders
Cruz Murkowski Vitter
Graham Paul

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Under the previous order,
the Senate will resume legislative ses-
sion.

The majority whip.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
VIEQUES

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, we are
all concerned about the plight right
now of Puerto Rico and what is hap-
pening over there financially. And
later on this week I will revisit the
issue of the 4-year battle of Vieques
that took place from 1999 to 2003. I am
very much concerned that we might
have an opportunity here to rectify
something that was done that should
not have been done back in 2002.

The island off of Puerto Rico called
Vieques had been an integrated train-
ing center for many years—about 60
years—up until 2002. For purely polit-
ical reasons at that time, it became
quite an issue. First of all, joint train-
ing took place on the island of Vieques.
Joint training means you have dif-
ferent branches of the military trying
to accomplish something together that
they couldn’t do individually. In the
case of Vieques, it was the Marines, the
Navy, and the Air Force. We were able
to do the type of training we couldn’t
do anyplace else.
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