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paved roads on rollerblades—I like 
rollerblades better than roller skis. I can go 
from here up Snake Road to West Newbury, 
which is about three miles, so that’s perfect. 
The only problem with that is that I’m too 
tired to skate home after that so I have to 
have someone come get me.’’ 

Gray, who was trained in his youth by 
former Dartmouth skier and Olympian John 
Caldwell, would like to see more kids today 
on Nordic skis. He’s given lessons in recent 
years at Strafford Nordic Center and else-
where. 

‘‘It’s a great sport, a great way to get kids 
off of the couch or away from the computer,’’ 
Gray said. ‘‘Plus, you can do it until you’re 
my age.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAURICE GEIGER 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize Maurice Geiger, known by 
family and friends as Maury, an ex-
traordinary individual who, although a 
longtime resident of Conway, NH, with 
his wife, Nancy, is deserving of the 
title of honorary Vermonter. 

Maury Geiger’s lengthy career began 
in the U.S. Navy back in the 1950s, 
from where he went on to Georgetown 
Law School and jobs at the Bureau of 
Prisons and the Department of Justice. 
He later served as a county prosecutor 
in New Hampshire, founded the Rural 
Justice Center in Montpelier, VT, 
where I first got to know him, became 
a national expert in court administra-
tion, and has provided advice and guid-
ance to help reform dysfunctional jus-
tice systems in foreign countries for 
more than two decades. 

In no country has Maury devoted 
more passion, time, and energy than 
Haiti, where justice has long been more 
of a fantasy than a reality for the ma-
jority of the Haitian people. 

Since the 1990s, Maury has traveled 
to Haiti scores of times, often paying 
out of his own pocket. His purpose was 
simple: to help improve access to jus-
tice for thousands of people caught up 
in a byzantine system in which it is 
common to be detained in squalid, 
grossly overcrowded, sweltering pris-
ons rampant with life-threatening dis-
eases, for months and years, without 
ever seeing a lawyer or judge or being 
formally charged with any crime. 

Over the years, often against great 
odds, Maury has worked to train nu-
merous Haitian prosecutors, judges, 
and other judicial officials and to insti-
tute recordkeeping systems to improve 
case management and reduce the 
chance that inmates are forgotten or 
their case files are lost. 

Maury is not only among a handful of 
the most experienced experts in the 
field of court administration; he is a 
person of exemplary integrity. He has 
never had the slightest interest in prof-
iting himself, as his modest lifestyle 
demonstrates, but rather to do what-
ever he could to provide help and dig-
nity to those who are the least able to 
help themselves. He has done so, year 
after year, with uncommon compassion 
and commitment, never losing his wry 
sense of humor, in a country where the 
political will for justice reform at the 

highest levels of government has often 
been weak or lacking altogether. 

Maury is in Haiti again this week, 
and I want him to know that the exam-
ple he has set of selflessness, of caring, 
commitment to human rights and 
equal access to justice, and of an un-
wavering belief in the basic dignity of 
all people regardless of their station in 
life, is one that every law student, 
every lawyer, every prosecutor, every 
judge, and every prison warden should 
strive to emulate. 

f 

HONORING POLICE OFFICER 
SUSAN FARRELL 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, Des 
Moines police officer Susan Farrell had 
a lifelong dream of a career in law en-
forcement. At the young age of 30, she 
was living out her dream and on course 
for a bright career. 

But on March 26, just five months 
after joining the Des Moines Police De-
partment, Officer Farrell lost her life 
in the line of duty along with fellow of-
ficer Carlos Puente-Morales when their 
vehicle was struck by another that was 
driving the wrong direction on Inter-
state 80 near Waukee. I wish to take a 
moment to celebrate Officer Farrell’s 
life and service. 

Early on, growing up in the Des 
Moines area, Officer Farrell knew she 
wanted a career in public service. She 
studied criminal justice at Hamilton 
College and returned to her home town 
after graduating to begin living her 
dream. She worked as a detention offi-
cer in Polk County Jail for several 
years and was promoted to deputy just 
a year ago. She joined the Des Moines 
Police Department last fall and was ex-
cited to expand her education there. 

Along the way, Officer Farrell quick-
ly earned the respect of her colleagues. 
She was someone they could always 
count on to help resolve situations. 
She also received awards of commenda-
tion and lifesaving for her work on the 
response team. One colleague summed 
up her abilities like this: ‘‘There 
wasn’t a situation where I wouldn’t 
want Susan with me.’’ 

Officer Farrell will be greatly missed 
by her family and friends, as well as 
the Des Moines community that she 
worked to protect. 

I express my deepest sympathies to 
Officer Farrell’s family, friends, and 
colleagues and my sincere gratitude for 
her service to our State and for her 
work to keep our communities safe. 

f 

HONORING POLICE OFFICER 
CARLOS PUENTE-MORALES 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, Des 
Moines Police Officer Carlos Puente- 
Morales’s life was marked by a com-
mitment to serving others and frequent 
expressions of love—love for his family 
and love for those he worked with. 

On March 26, Officer Puente-Morales 
lost his life in the line of duty along 
with fellow officer Susan Farrell when 
their vehicle was struck by another 

that was driving the wrong direction 
on Interstate 80 near Waukee. I wish to 
take a moment to celebrate the life 
and service of Officer Puente-Morales. 

Officer Puente-Morales served tours 
in Iraq and Afghanistan in the Iowa 
Army National Guard, where he at-
tained the rank of staff sergeant. He 
served his community as a deputy sher-
iff for Franklin County and as an 
Ottumwa police officer before coming 
to Des Moines to be closer to family. 
He joined the Des Moines police force 
just last year. 

Des Moines Police Chief Dana 
Wingert has referred to Officer Puente- 
Morales as a loyal servant. I believe 
this to be a very fitting description. He 
was loyal to his family, to his commu-
nity, to his country, and he did it with 
a heart full of love. He was just 34 
years old when he left us, but his serv-
ice and the example he set for all of us 
will endure for many years to come. 

Officer Puente-Morales will be 
missed by his family and the commu-
nity that he served. 

Officer Puente-Morales’s mother 
wisely said, ‘‘We shouldn’t wait for a 
tragedy to recognize our heroes.’’ She 
is exactly right. On behalf of Iowans 
and all Americans, I express my grati-
tude for Officer Puente-Morales’s serv-
ice to community and country. My 
deepest sympathy is with his family in 
this difficult time. I thank all those 
who walk in Officer Puente-Morales’s 
*COM007*footsteps to protect and 
serve. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LEONARD 
MINSKY 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, at its 
214th commencement on May 14, 2016, 
the University of Maine at Orono will 
award an honorary doctorate degree to 
Leonard Minsky of Bangor. Today I 
wish to congratulate my dear friend for 
this recognition and to join people 
throughout Maine in thanking him for 
his uncommon generosity, vision, and 
dedication that have made our univer-
sity’s flagship campus a center for the 
arts and humanities. 

A member of the class of 1950, Leon-
ard received an outstanding education 
at UMaine and has never stopped giv-
ing back. His passion for the arts and 
commitment to the highest expressions 
of human ideals are evident throughout 
the beautiful Orono campus. Minsky 
Recital Hall in the school of per-
forming arts is a marvelous place for 
students, faculty, and world-class vis-
iting artists to perform. In recent 
years, I have had the pleasure of hear-
ing the University Singers, which in-
cluded my niece, perform there. 

The Minsky Gallery in the Maine 
Center for the Arts celebrates the vis-
ual arts around the world. The Minsky 
Culture Lab at the Hudson Museum of-
fers interactive, hands-on experiences 
for Maine schoolchildren and UMaine 
students. With Leonard’s support, the 
UMaine Museum of Art in downtown 
Bangor features the best in modern and 
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contemporary art, from Andrew Wyeth 
to Andy Warhol. 

Leonard’s partner in these endeavors 
is his partner in life, his extraordinary 
wife, Renee. Leonard’s service has in-
cluded leadership roles on the univer-
sity’s development council, the Cam-
paign for Maine, and the UMaine Board 
of Visitors. Renee, one of the first vol-
unteer docents at the Hudson Museum, 
has held leadership roles on advisory 
boards for both the Hudson Museum 
and the Maine Center for the Arts. 
Both have been active Patrons of the 
Arts, the UMaine program that sup-
ports tours by university performing 
arts ensembles and that encourages 
student involvement in the arts 
through outreach to elementary and 
secondary schools across Maine. 

The university’s Fogler Library, 
Maine’s largest research library, is 
home to the Minsky Jewish Heritage 
Collection. This priceless cultural and 
historical resource is a gift from Renee 
and Leonard Minsky, along with his 
brother, Norman. 

For several years, I had the good for-
tune to live just across the street in 
Bangor from Renee and Leonard 
Minsky. They were wonderful neigh-
bors. Since that time, I have been 
blessed with their friendship and in-
spired by their leadership. 

Students, faculty, and visitors to the 
UMaine campus cannot help but feel 
similarly blessed and inspired. The en-
ergy and excitement of the University 
of Maine’s arts and humanities commu-
nity that Leonard Minsky has helped 
to create enriches our State today and 
will do so for generations to come. 

f 

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TOWN OF KINGFIELD, MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to commemorate the 200th anni-
versary of the town of Kingfield, ME. 
Known today as a gateway to the rug-
ged and beautiful Longfellow Moun-
tains, Kingfield was built with a spirit 
of determination and resiliency that 
still guides the community today. 

Kingfield’s incorporation on January 
24, 1816, was but one milestone on a 
long journey of progress. For thou-
sands of years, the mountains and river 
valleys of western Maine were the 
hunting grounds of the Abenaki Tribe. 
The reverence the Abenaki had for the 
natural beauty and resources of the re-
gion is upheld by the people of 
Kingfield today. 

The town’s namesake is a central fig-
ure in Maine history. In 1807, merchant 
and shipbuilder William King and his 
partners purchased lands in the wilder-
ness and began attracting settlers. In 
1820, Maine achieved statehood, and 
William King, by then a respected 
statesman and decorated military offi-
cer, became its first Governor. 

The early settlers were drawn by fer-
tile soil, vast forests, and fast-moving 
waters, which they turned into produc-
tive farms and busy mills. Roads and a 
railway were built, and the wealth pro-

duced by hard work and determination 
was invested in schools and churches to 
create a true community. 

Among the earliest settlers was 
Salomon Stanley, whose descendants 
became the business, social, and reli-
gious leaders of the town. At the dawn 
of the 20th century, his twin sons 
Francis Edgar and Freelan Oscar in-
vented the groundbreaking Stanley 
Steamer automobile and were re-
nowned violin makers. Along with 
their sister, Chansonetta, they intro-
duced many technological and artistic 
advancements to the growing field of 
photography. The Stanley Museum, lo-
cated in a beautiful century-old Geor-
gian schoolhouse, celebrates the genius 
of a remarkable family. 

When industry in Kingfield began to 
decline in the 1950s, outdoor recreation 
rose to prominence, driven by the en-
ergy, enthusiasm, and vision of the 
townspeople. Today skiing at Sugarloaf 
Mountain Resort, hiking, golf, and 
snowmobiling, along with some of the 
most spectacular scenery of the Appa-
lachian Trail, place Kingfield among 
America’s favorite destinations for the 
outdoor enthusiast. The decision by 
Nestle’s Poland Spring to open a bot-
tling plant in the town is a testament 
to the region’s pristine environment 
and diversifying economy. 

From the valiant service of Colonel 
William King in the War of 1812 to the 
conflicts of our time, Kingfield is a 
town of patriots. It is significant that 
the town’s plans for its yearlong bicen-
tennial celebration include enhance-
ments to the memorials honoring 
Kingfield veterans. 

Kingfield is also a town of involved 
citizens. The active historical society, 
volunteer fire department, and library 
are evidence of a strong community 
spirit. The planning and volunteerism 
that have gone into the bicentennial 
festivities are evidence that Kingfield’s 
spirit only grows stronger. 

This 200th anniversary is not just 
about something that is measured in 
calendar years; it is about human ac-
complishment and an occasion to cele-
brate the people who, for more than 
two centuries, have worked together 
and cared for one another. Thanks to 
those who came before, Kingfield has a 
wonderful past. Thanks to those who 
are there today, Kingfield has a bright 
future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL EDWARD P. ASH 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I wish 
to pay tribute to my constituent LTC 
Edward P. ‘‘Ned’’ Ash for his exem-
plary dedication to duty and service to 
the U.S. Army and to the United States 
of America. Lieutenant Colonel Ash 
will retire this summer after more 
than two decades in the U.S. Army. 

Entering the Army from Vancouver, 
WA, Lieutenant Colonel Ash earned a 
commission from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point with a degree 
in international relations and was com-
missioned an armor officer in 1994. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ash served in a 
variety of cavalry units and assign-
ments during his 22 years of service. As 
a lieutenant, he served as a tank pla-
toon leader, scout platoon leader, troop 
executive officer, and as a squadron 
staff officer in the 2nd Squadron, 3d Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment. As a captain 
from 1999 to 2001, Lieutenant Colonel 
Ash remained in a hardship assignment 
with the 2nd Infantry Division for 3 
years to serve in Korea. While assigned 
to the 2nd Infantry Division, he com-
manded Bravo Troop and Headquarters 
Troop in the 4th Squadron, 7th Cavalry 
Regiment. After working at the na-
tional training center, where Lieuten-
ant Colonel Ash trained units that 
were preparing to deploy in support of 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Endur-
ing Freedom, he was assigned to the 1st 
Squadron, 71st Cavalry Regiment. He 
deployed with this unit to Iraq while 
serving as the operations officer and 
then to Afghanistan as the squadron 
executive officer. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ash spent his last 
4 years in the Army as a budget liaison 
in the office around the corner from 
mine in the Russell Senate Office 
Building and has become a fixture in 
the Halls of the U.S. Senate. My staff 
have called on him many times to help 
with issues affecting the soldiers and 
military families in Washington State 
and around the country. Lieutenant 
Colonel Ash has approached every in-
quiry from my staff, from requisition 
requests for tents to detailed questions 
about national strategy, with the same 
calm wisdom and thoughtfulness that 
puts serving people and getting results 
above all else. Lieutenant Colonel Ash 
has also led the teams that supported 
the logistic requirements for the funer-
als of two of my colleagues who served 
in the Army: Senator Daniel Inouye 
and Senator Frank Lautenberg. His ef-
forts during these funerals helped en-
sure that they were conducted with the 
dignity befitting the memories of these 
giants of the Senate. I can confidently 
say that Lieutenant Colonel Ash’s 
leadership has positively impacted his 
soldiers, peers, and superiors through-
out his career. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, I join 
my colleagues today in recognizing and 
commending LTC Edward P. Ash for 
over two decades of service to his coun-
try. We wish Ned and his wife, Jamie 
Skaluba, all the best as they continue 
their journey of service. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JORDAN HANSON 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Jordan Hanson, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Jordan is a graduate of Watertown 
High School in Watertown, SD. Cur-
rently, she is attending the University 
of South Dakota, where she is studying 
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