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contemporary art, from Andrew Wyeth 
to Andy Warhol. 

Leonard’s partner in these endeavors 
is his partner in life, his extraordinary 
wife, Renee. Leonard’s service has in-
cluded leadership roles on the univer-
sity’s development council, the Cam-
paign for Maine, and the UMaine Board 
of Visitors. Renee, one of the first vol-
unteer docents at the Hudson Museum, 
has held leadership roles on advisory 
boards for both the Hudson Museum 
and the Maine Center for the Arts. 
Both have been active Patrons of the 
Arts, the UMaine program that sup-
ports tours by university performing 
arts ensembles and that encourages 
student involvement in the arts 
through outreach to elementary and 
secondary schools across Maine. 

The university’s Fogler Library, 
Maine’s largest research library, is 
home to the Minsky Jewish Heritage 
Collection. This priceless cultural and 
historical resource is a gift from Renee 
and Leonard Minsky, along with his 
brother, Norman. 

For several years, I had the good for-
tune to live just across the street in 
Bangor from Renee and Leonard 
Minsky. They were wonderful neigh-
bors. Since that time, I have been 
blessed with their friendship and in-
spired by their leadership. 

Students, faculty, and visitors to the 
UMaine campus cannot help but feel 
similarly blessed and inspired. The en-
ergy and excitement of the University 
of Maine’s arts and humanities commu-
nity that Leonard Minsky has helped 
to create enriches our State today and 
will do so for generations to come. 
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200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TOWN OF KINGFIELD, MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to commemorate the 200th anni-
versary of the town of Kingfield, ME. 
Known today as a gateway to the rug-
ged and beautiful Longfellow Moun-
tains, Kingfield was built with a spirit 
of determination and resiliency that 
still guides the community today. 

Kingfield’s incorporation on January 
24, 1816, was but one milestone on a 
long journey of progress. For thou-
sands of years, the mountains and river 
valleys of western Maine were the 
hunting grounds of the Abenaki Tribe. 
The reverence the Abenaki had for the 
natural beauty and resources of the re-
gion is upheld by the people of 
Kingfield today. 

The town’s namesake is a central fig-
ure in Maine history. In 1807, merchant 
and shipbuilder William King and his 
partners purchased lands in the wilder-
ness and began attracting settlers. In 
1820, Maine achieved statehood, and 
William King, by then a respected 
statesman and decorated military offi-
cer, became its first Governor. 

The early settlers were drawn by fer-
tile soil, vast forests, and fast-moving 
waters, which they turned into produc-
tive farms and busy mills. Roads and a 
railway were built, and the wealth pro-

duced by hard work and determination 
was invested in schools and churches to 
create a true community. 

Among the earliest settlers was 
Salomon Stanley, whose descendants 
became the business, social, and reli-
gious leaders of the town. At the dawn 
of the 20th century, his twin sons 
Francis Edgar and Freelan Oscar in-
vented the groundbreaking Stanley 
Steamer automobile and were re-
nowned violin makers. Along with 
their sister, Chansonetta, they intro-
duced many technological and artistic 
advancements to the growing field of 
photography. The Stanley Museum, lo-
cated in a beautiful century-old Geor-
gian schoolhouse, celebrates the genius 
of a remarkable family. 

When industry in Kingfield began to 
decline in the 1950s, outdoor recreation 
rose to prominence, driven by the en-
ergy, enthusiasm, and vision of the 
townspeople. Today skiing at Sugarloaf 
Mountain Resort, hiking, golf, and 
snowmobiling, along with some of the 
most spectacular scenery of the Appa-
lachian Trail, place Kingfield among 
America’s favorite destinations for the 
outdoor enthusiast. The decision by 
Nestle’s Poland Spring to open a bot-
tling plant in the town is a testament 
to the region’s pristine environment 
and diversifying economy. 

From the valiant service of Colonel 
William King in the War of 1812 to the 
conflicts of our time, Kingfield is a 
town of patriots. It is significant that 
the town’s plans for its yearlong bicen-
tennial celebration include enhance-
ments to the memorials honoring 
Kingfield veterans. 

Kingfield is also a town of involved 
citizens. The active historical society, 
volunteer fire department, and library 
are evidence of a strong community 
spirit. The planning and volunteerism 
that have gone into the bicentennial 
festivities are evidence that Kingfield’s 
spirit only grows stronger. 

This 200th anniversary is not just 
about something that is measured in 
calendar years; it is about human ac-
complishment and an occasion to cele-
brate the people who, for more than 
two centuries, have worked together 
and cared for one another. Thanks to 
those who came before, Kingfield has a 
wonderful past. Thanks to those who 
are there today, Kingfield has a bright 
future. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL EDWARD P. ASH 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I wish 
to pay tribute to my constituent LTC 
Edward P. ‘‘Ned’’ Ash for his exem-
plary dedication to duty and service to 
the U.S. Army and to the United States 
of America. Lieutenant Colonel Ash 
will retire this summer after more 
than two decades in the U.S. Army. 

Entering the Army from Vancouver, 
WA, Lieutenant Colonel Ash earned a 
commission from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point with a degree 
in international relations and was com-
missioned an armor officer in 1994. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ash served in a 
variety of cavalry units and assign-
ments during his 22 years of service. As 
a lieutenant, he served as a tank pla-
toon leader, scout platoon leader, troop 
executive officer, and as a squadron 
staff officer in the 2nd Squadron, 3d Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment. As a captain 
from 1999 to 2001, Lieutenant Colonel 
Ash remained in a hardship assignment 
with the 2nd Infantry Division for 3 
years to serve in Korea. While assigned 
to the 2nd Infantry Division, he com-
manded Bravo Troop and Headquarters 
Troop in the 4th Squadron, 7th Cavalry 
Regiment. After working at the na-
tional training center, where Lieuten-
ant Colonel Ash trained units that 
were preparing to deploy in support of 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Endur-
ing Freedom, he was assigned to the 1st 
Squadron, 71st Cavalry Regiment. He 
deployed with this unit to Iraq while 
serving as the operations officer and 
then to Afghanistan as the squadron 
executive officer. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ash spent his last 
4 years in the Army as a budget liaison 
in the office around the corner from 
mine in the Russell Senate Office 
Building and has become a fixture in 
the Halls of the U.S. Senate. My staff 
have called on him many times to help 
with issues affecting the soldiers and 
military families in Washington State 
and around the country. Lieutenant 
Colonel Ash has approached every in-
quiry from my staff, from requisition 
requests for tents to detailed questions 
about national strategy, with the same 
calm wisdom and thoughtfulness that 
puts serving people and getting results 
above all else. Lieutenant Colonel Ash 
has also led the teams that supported 
the logistic requirements for the funer-
als of two of my colleagues who served 
in the Army: Senator Daniel Inouye 
and Senator Frank Lautenberg. His ef-
forts during these funerals helped en-
sure that they were conducted with the 
dignity befitting the memories of these 
giants of the Senate. I can confidently 
say that Lieutenant Colonel Ash’s 
leadership has positively impacted his 
soldiers, peers, and superiors through-
out his career. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, I join 
my colleagues today in recognizing and 
commending LTC Edward P. Ash for 
over two decades of service to his coun-
try. We wish Ned and his wife, Jamie 
Skaluba, all the best as they continue 
their journey of service. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JORDAN HANSON 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Jordan Hanson, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Jordan is a graduate of Watertown 
High School in Watertown, SD. Cur-
rently, she is attending the University 
of South Dakota, where she is studying 
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