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HONORING THE COASTAL BEND
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS FOR
THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Coastal Bend Council of
Governments for their 50th anniversary. The
group exists to serve 11 counties and 32 cities
in South Texas with a host of services, includ-
ing water quality management and waste
management, and coordinates region-wide
projects for its member towns and cities.

In an age of too much government, it is
great to recognize such a creative and effi-
cient collaboration between local governments
and private entities. This terrific volunteer as-
sociation not only serves, but protects the
people of South Texas with 9—1—1 emergency
services, criminal justice services, and Home-
land Security programs.

For 50 years, the Coastal Bend Council of
Governments has provided the Coastal Bend
region with cost-efficient services through its
unique partnership of the public and private
sector. | honor their collaborative service to
the South Texas community.

———

HONORING ARROWHEAD UNITED
WAY

HON. PETE AGUILAR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize Arrowhead United Way as it cele-
brates its 125th anniversary. Arrowhead
United Way was founded on April 17, 1891 in
San Bernardino, California. Today it serves
communities throughout California’s 31st Con-
gressional District, helping thousands of fami-
lies access health, education and financial re-
sources in the areas of our region most in
need.

Arrowhead United Way’s ability to partner
with schools, government agencies, local busi-
nesses, faith leaders and other groups allows
residents throughout the Inland Empire region
to access critical everyday services. Arrow-
head United Way’s advocacy in our commu-
nities has advanced the common good and
made the Inland Empire a better place to live.

| congratulate Arrowhead United Way on its
125th anniversary and commend the staff,
both past and present, who have made and
will continue to make a profound difference in
the lives of so many families throughout our
community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
AND DEDICATED SERVICE OF
CAPTAIN KEITH “JUDGE” HOS-
KINS, COMMANDING OFFICER OF
NAVAL AIR STATION PENSACOLA

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Captain Keith “Judge” Hoskins,
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Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station Pen-
sacola, on the occasion of his retirement from
the United States Navy. For more than 27
years, Captain Hoskins has served our Nation
with honor and distinction as a combat pilot
during Operations Decisive Edge, Southern
Watch, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqgi Freedom,
as a member of the Navy’s elite flight dem-
onstration squadron the Blue Angels, as an
action officer and executive officer in various
high-level functions, as third battalion officer at
the United States Naval Academy, and most
recently as Commanding Officer of NAS Pen-
sacola.

A native of Parkville, Missouri, Judge was
born into a military family, learning the impor-
tance of selfless service at a young age from
his father, who served in the United States
Army. After graduating with a degree in elec-
trical engineering technology from Missouri
Western State University, Judge completed
Aviation Officer Candidate School in Sep-
tember 1989, and in February 1992, he was
designated a Naval Aviator. Early in his ca-
reer, Judge participated in vital national secu-
rity missions, when, as a member of the
“Sidewinders” of VFA—86, he completed a de-
ployment onboard the USS America, flying
combat missions in support of Operations De-
cisive Edge and Southern Watch.

Like millions of Americans across the coun-
try, Judge was inspired as a child by the Blue
Angels, but unlike most of us, he didn't just
dream about becoming a Blue Angel—he ac-
tually did it. After returning stateside and serv-
ing a year as an instructor pilot for the “Glad-
iators” of VFA-106, Judge joined one of the
Navy’s most visible squadrons—the Blue An-
gels. During his three seasons as member of
the Blues, Judge served as the narrator, op-
posing solo, and lead solo pilot, and, in addi-
tion, he also served as the Blue Angels’ oper-
ations officer in his final season.

Upon his return to the fleet, Judge was as-
signed to the “Fist of the Fleet,” serving as
the operations and maintenance officer of
VFA-25. Like so many of our Nation’s brave
Naval Aviators, the place where Judge truly
shined was on the battlefield, and during his
time at the “Fist of the Fleet,” Judge flew
combat missions in support of Operations En-
during Freedom, Southern Watch, and lIraqi
Freedom. Through these combat missions and
deployments, Judge demonstrated time and
again the type of brave and selfless service
that exemplifies our Nation’s servicemembers.

Throughout his career, Judge has also
shown tremendous leadership outside the
cockpit, helping fight the Global War on Terror
in multiple capacities. During a tour at U.S.
STRATCOM, Judge served as an action offi-
cer and executive officer in the Plans and Pol-
icy Directorate, where he wrote, assessed,
and disseminated policy at the highest level as
STRATCOM was in the midst of restructuring
to fight the Global War on Terror. Judge’s ex-
cellence and leadership at STRATCOM were
recognized by his selection as the aide de
camp to the STRATCOM Commander.

After his time at STRATCOM, Judge once
again returned to combat posture, leading a
command tour with “The Valions” of VFA-15,
as they served a combat deployment onboard
the USS Theodore Roosevelt in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. Following the
completion of his command tour, Judge
helped to mold the next generation of Naval
Officers, serving as the third battalion officer at
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the United States Naval Academy, and as the
national director of the NROTC program at the
Naval Service Training Command.

In 2013, Judge was named the 56th Com-
manding Officer of NAS Pensacola. As the
Cradle of Naval Aviation, Pensacola and the
entire Northwest Florida community are im-
mensely proud of our area’s tradition of mili-
tary service and support for those who wear
the uniform. NAS Pensacola is also the proud
home of the Blue Angels, and Judge became
the first former Blue Angel to command NAS
Pensacola.

During his long and distinguished career,
Judge has logged more than 3,400 flight
hours, 570 arrested landings, and he has
been awarded numerous decorations includ-
ing: the Defense Meritorious Service Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), Air
Medal (three awards with combat “V”), Navy
Commendation Medal (three awards with com-
bat “V”), Navy Achievement Medal (two
awards), and many unit commendations and
awards.

Captain Keith “Judge” Hoskins embodies
the selfless commitment to service, sacrifice,
and exceptional skill of our Nation’s
servicemembers. Throughout his career, he
has contributed greatly to keeping our Nation
safe and protecting the freedom and liberty of
all Americans, and he has also inspired count-
less others to pursue a career of service
through his leadership and example.

On behalf of the United States Congress
and the people of Florida’s First Congressional
District, my wife Vicki and | thank Judge for
his service and leadership, we congratulate
him on his retirement, and we wish him all the
best for continued success in his post-Naval
endeavors. Bravo Zulu.

COMMEMORATING THE INDUCTING
OF CAPT. JOHN EDGAR TIPTON
INTO THE ROTC HALL OF FAME

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the inducting of Capt. John
Edgar Tipton into the ROTC Hall of Fame.
John grew up in Granite City, lllinois and grad-
uated from Granite City High School in 1989.
After graduation he enlisted in the military to
serve in Operation Desert Storm. John then
went to SIUE and graduated as a Distin-
guished Military Graduate from the Army
ROTC Program in 1995. He had earned many
commendations including: a Purple Heart, the
Army Commendation Medal, and the Valorous
Unit Award. And so it is most certainly fitting
that such a heroic and distinguished man
should be enshrined here on this historic day,
the 100th anniversary of the ROTC.

On May 2, 2004 Capt. Tipton was killed
when a piece of shrapnel from an explosion
came through the window of his office and
struck him. We will forever be indebted to him
and to his family for their sacrifice. It is impor-
tant, however, that we, in remembering his
courageous service as a soldier, do not forget
his service as a wonderful son, a devoted hus-
band, a loving father, and a beloved friend.

| have had the privilege of knowing both his
wife Susie and his in-laws for some time now.
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