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A TRIBUTE TO JOSH BRABY

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Josh
Braby for being named a 2016 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 640 business
leaders and growing.

Josh works as a Partner/Project Manager at
Neumann Bros. Inc. where he works tirelessly
to challenge his team by asking them to stick
with the core values of the company but still
finding new, innovative ways to improve their
overall success. He is driven daily to make the
thoughts of his clients a reality through hard
work and dedication to his craft. Josh’s pas-
sion for construction also translates into his
civic duties where he is passionate about
teaching young people the values of a skilled
trade that lasts a lifetime. That passion has
led him to create a program for high school
students that educates them about construc-
tion through hands-on projects.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Josh in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Josh on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

——
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE
SCIENTISTS AND TECH-

NOLOGISTS—ALLIX KEAN

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Allix Kean from Katy, TX for
being accepted into the National Academy of
Future Scientists and Technologists to rep-
resent the state of Texas at the Congress of
Future Science and Technology leaders.

Allix attends Harmony Science Academy of
West Houston and is one of 13 high school
honor students selected from the Twenty-Sec-
ond Congressional District of Texas. These
students were selected as Texas delegates at
the Congress of Future Science and Tech-
nology Leaders. This program was designed
for high school students to be recognized for
their hard work in school, as well as to support
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their aspirations of working in a science or
technology field. The National Academy was
founded by Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Dar-
ling; Mr. Rossi currently serves as president.
The Congress is being held at the Tsongas
Center at the University of Massachusetts,
Lowell from June 29th through July 1st. Allix
was selected by a group of educators to be a
delegate for the Congress thanks to her dedi-
cation to her academic success and goals of
pursuing science or technology. We are proud
of Allix and all of her hard work, and know she
will make Katy proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Allix for being accepted into the National
Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work.

CONGRATULATING THE RIBAULT

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ BASKET-
BALL TEAM
HON. CORRINE BROWN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |,
Congresswoman CORRINE BROWN, the rep-
resentative of Florida’s 5th congressional dis-
trict, wholeheartedly congratulate the Ribault
High School Trojan girls basketball team in
defeating Riverdale Baptist at Madison Square
Garden to bring home to Jacksonville the
Dick’s Sporting Goods High School National
Championship trophy. | also would like to ex-
tend my congratulations to the coaches, the
staff, and the administration and all of the
friends of Ribault High School on this tremen-
dous honor.

Beyond a doubt, the Ribault High School
girls’ basketball team is a powerhouse in the
state of Florida, and across the nation. Given
that the team has won ten previous state titles
and has been ranked as high as ninth in the
country, they are a force to be reckoned with!
Remarkably, the Lady Trojans made it through
the regular season with just one loss. This did
not deter them; however, as they Roared back
to win the Florida state championship, and fol-
low that up with a national championship vic-
tory in New York.

This is now the 4th time a Florida girls team
has won this event in the eight years it has
been held! Ribault, 30—-1 this season, led by
their star players Rennia Davis and Nola Car-
ter, along with Day’Neshia Banks, played a
press defense which suffocated their oppo-
nents throughout the tournament. Indeed,
Ribault Coach Shelia Pennick did an out-
standing job in maintaining the team’s extraor-
dinary discipline and level of fitness through-
out the season. Certainly, playing full court de-
fense with that kind of intensity is exhausting,
yet her players rarely exhibited any expression
of slowing down.

With each succeeding championship, the
Lady Trojans basketball team climbs the list of
schools with the most state titles in Florida
high school athletics, now tied for seventh
place with 11 state titles, the most of any girls’
basketball team in the state, and a remarkable
achievement for a public high school given the
presence of so many private schools on the
multi-championships list. Beyond a doubt, this
outstanding achievement is tremendously ex-
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citing for the entire Jacksonville community
and | am proud to say once again that on be-
half of the constituents of Florida’s 5th con-
gressional district, | hereby honor the Ribault
Trojans basketball team for their 11th state
championship and this year's national title
game in New York City’'s Madison Square
Garden—Go Lady Trojans.

————

LOUISIANA NATIVE BECOMES THE
ARMY’S FIRST FEMALE INFAN-
TRY RECRUIT

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Tammy Grace Barnett of
Robeline, Louisiana, for being the first female
recruit to enlist with the United States Army in-
fantry.

| am tremendously proud of Tammy, a Lou-
isianian who has stepped forward and an-
swered the call to serve our nation. Prior to
enlisting with the Army, Tammy has been
serving her community in Louisiana as a law
enforcement officer. On April 7, she gave up
her Louisiana law enforcement badge and
courageously took the Oath of Enlistment to
become the first female recruit to enlist in the
United States Army infantry division. Ms.
Barnett truly reflects the spirit of Louisiana by
living a life of service. We are forever indebted
to these brave men and women. To com-
memorate this fact, | submit an article, written
by Troy Washington of KSLA News.
LOUISIANA WOMAN MAKES U.S. ARMY HISTORY

(By Troy Washington)

ROBELINE, LA.—A Robeline native is mak-
ing armed forces history as the first woman
to enlist in the infantry in the United States
Army.

Women in combat has been a topic of con-
troversy for years, but now progress is being
made.

Tammy Barnett was a police officer but
traded in her badge to make history.

She’s looking forward to seeing action on
the front lines and making gains for women
in the military.

Thursday, Barnett proudly raised her hand
to take the Oath of Enlistment.

Dressed in tennis shoes, jeans and a t-shirt,
25b-year-old Tammy Barnett stepped into the
history books.

Barnett has been meeting with a recruiter
since November and this week, at the mili-
tary processing unit in Shreveport, she took
a leap that’s never been made before, she
joined the infantry in the U.S. Army.

“They told me that I would be the first fe-
male in history to go infantry in the mili-
tary,” said Barnett.

Recently, the Defense Department lifted
gender-based restrictions on military serv-
ice. The historic change cleared the way for
women like Barnett who want to serve on
the front lines.

On April 4, the processing center received
word that women would be allowed to sign
up for combat jobs. Now, Barnett is hoping
that others will follow her lead.

“I hope that I give them the courage, be-
cause I'm a small female, if I can do it, they
can do it too, this could give them the cour-
age to step out of their comfort zone,” ex-
plained Barnett.

Barnett isn’t fond of the limelight, but she
has no problem stepping forward when it
comes to service.
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