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House of Representatives 
The House met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FARENTHOLD). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 12, 2016. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BLAKE 
FARENTHOLD to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Lord of mercy, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

At the beginning of a new work week, 
we use this moment to be reminded of 
Your presence, and to tap the resources 
needed by the Members of this people’s 
House to do their work as well as it can 
be done. 

We ask that You send Your Holy 
Spirit upon them, giving them the gifts 
of patience and diligence. With all the 
pressures, concerns, and worries that 
accompany their responsibilities, we 
pray that they might know Your peace, 
which surpasses all human under-
standing. 

May Your voice speak to them in the 
depths of their hearts, illuminating 
their minds and spirits, thus enabling 
them to view the tasks of this day with 
confidence and hope. All this day, and 
through the week, may they do their 
best to find solutions to the pressing 
issues facing our Nation. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Colorado (Mr. COFF-
MAN) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. COFFMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

KEVIN ALTICE’S STORY 
(Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, the war on coal is a reality in 
West Virginia. 

Let me introduce to you Kevin Altice 
of Mount Hope. He describes himself as 
a former coal miner. Why? Because he 
lost his job just a few months ago. He 
is now going back to school, but he 
worries about his fellow miners trying 
to find jobs. 

Kevin is a West Virginia coal voice. 
Here is what he wrote to me: 

‘‘A lot of coworkers have had to 
move out of State for employment, a 
sad trend that needs to stop. 

‘‘Luckily, my wife is a schoolteacher, 
which helps on our income, but we 
have seen how the downturn in the coal 
industry has even impacted our edu-
cation system. 

‘‘We, as West Virginians, are in dire 
times, and something needs done to 
protect our futures.’’ 

That is Kevin’s story. 
As we work to diversify our State’s 

economy, we cannot forget about pro-

viding education and retraining for 
these miners. My bill, the Assisting 
America’s Dislocated Miners Act, will 
help provide retraining opportunities 
for more miners like Kevin. Our coal 
miners are hardworking, determined, 
and proud to provide for their families. 
All they need is a chance. 

f 

EQUAL PAY DAY 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, more than 
five decades have passed since we 
signed the Equal Pay Act into law, but 
in 2016, women still make 79 cents to 
the dollar that their male counterparts 
make. And it is worse for women of 
color. African American women earn 60 
cents and Latinas earn 55 for every dol-
lar earned by men. 

The Joint Economic Committee, 
which I am proud to serve on, found 
that women lose out on more than 
$500,000 throughout their career. And 
this wage gap continues to hurt women 
when they retire. The median income 
for women 65 and older is 44 percent 
less than that of men in the same age 
group. 

Every Congress, for nearly 20 years, 
Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO has in-
troduced the Paycheck Fairness Act. I 
am thankful for her leadership, and I 
am proud to join her as a cosponsor of 
the bill, because I am not going to 
stand by while North Carolina women 
make just 82 cents for every dollar 
earned by men. 

Today on Equal Pay Day, I call on 
my colleagues to stop shortchanging 
women and our families. Let’s pass the 
Paycheck Fairness Act. 

f 

HONORING THE THUNDERRIDGE 
GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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