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TRIBUTE TO JOSH EHLEN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Josh
Ehlen for being named a 2016 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 640 business
leaders and growing.

Josh serves as an account executive at the
Des Moines based insurance company Rey-
nolds & Reynolds. He has displayed a dedica-
tion and passion for providing high quality cus-
tomer service each and every day. Josh’s
dedication at the office has also spilled over to
his life outside of work. He has volunteered
his time to organizations like Variety—The
Children’s Charity, Big Brothers and Big Sis-
ters, Booster Pak, and the Des Moines Am-
bassadors Club to name a few. Josh is an ex-
cellent example of all things that make lowa
such a great place to build a career and a
family.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Josh in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Josh on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

——

HONORING TEAM BROADCASTING
WGNL-WGNG FM—104.3-FM—106.3

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Team Broadcasting,
Inc. WGNL 104.3 FM.

WGNL is a 50,000 watts FM Station, which
is located in Greenwood, Mississippi. It is in
the heart of the Mississippi Delta. The Delta is
one of the areas that is popular for the birth
of the Blues. WGNL 104.3 FM broadcasts a
vast variety of music. It is Urban Adult Con-
temporary mixed with Oldies and Blues. One
of the highest rated shows on WGNL is the 6
a.m. to 6 p.m. all day Saturday Blues. This
show includes a mixture of traditional Blues.
For example, some of the artists featured in-
clude: Muddy Waters and Howlin Wolf. There
are many more contemporary Blues artist
such as: Tyrone Davis, Johnnie Taylor, and
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many more. With the diverse format, this is
what makes WGNL 104.3 FM number one in
the Mississippi Delta.

The sister staton WGNG 106.3 FM is
25,000 watts. WGNG has attracted listeners
because of its ability to reach ages from 12—
54. This is due to the blend of R&B HIP HOP.
WGNG has come into holding its own and it
reaches a number of people in the Mississippi
Delta.

WGNL-WGNG gets a great response from
their advertisers. They should not be over-
looked by sponsors. WGNL and WGNG com-
bined covers over one-third of thirty counties
in the Mississippi Counties in Northern Mis-
sissippi.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the number one radio station in
the Mississippi Delta, WGNL-WGNG for its
dedication in serving the Mississippi Delta and
giving back to the African American commu-
nity.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE RED ROSE
TRANSIT AUTHORITY (RRTA)

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 40th anniversary of the Red
Rose Transit Authority (RRTA), a public transit
organization in Lancaster County, Pennsyl-
vania.

On April 1, 1976, RRTA began operations to
provide public transportation services in Lan-
caster City and County. The mission of RRTA
is to provide high quality transportation serv-
ices. RRTA operates nearly 20 bus and trolley
routes throughout the city and county. The
transit agency operates Red Rose Access, a
door to door transportation rideshare program
for seniors and people with disabilities at a
discounted fare.

Transit systems like this one provide an in-
valuable service to our communities, helping
middle class families commute to and from
work every day and helping seniors visit their
doctors, grocery stores and other services.

Mr. Speaker, the Red Rose Transit Authority
is an important public transportation system
for the residents of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and we are grateful for the serv-
ice of its employees.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF TERRY
O’SULLIVAN

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Terence J. O’Sullivan, 86,
who passed away on Thursday March 31,
2016 after a courageous battle with cancer.
Terry was born in 1930 in Colma, California to
Irish immigrant parents.

He enlisted in the U.S. Marines and served
in the Korean War, from where he was honor-
ably discharged in 1952. During the conflict,
he participated in the Inchon Landing and the
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Battle of the Chosin Reservoir, one of the
bloodiest engagements of the war.

Terry worked in the Laborers International
Union of North America (LIUNA) Local Union
261 in San Francisco in 1947, at the age of
17. He quickly rose through the ranks, taking
on many leadership roles before being ap-
pointed LIUNA General Secretary-Treasurer,
the second-highest elected office in the union,
in 1968. For more than six decades, Terry
was a major force in his union, which rep-
resents nearly half a million workers in con-
struction, health care, the public sector, and
the federal government. He dedicated his life
to fighting for workers’ rights, and for social
and economic justice. Terry was a lifelong ad-
vocate of training, retirement security, and
health benefits for the proud men and women
of LIUNA. Through his entire career, he
worked passionately and tirelessly on behalf of
LIUNA, its members, and their families.

Terry will be deeply missed by his family.
He leaves behind his loving wife, Lenora, of
62 years. They raised three children, Kevin,
Kathleen Finnerty (Shawn), and Terry, who is
the current general president of LIUNA. He
leaves one brother, Brendan (Diane); five
grandchildren; and many other family mem-
bers.

Losses like these are never easy, but we
can all take solace in the fact that Terry led a
long and fulfilling life. He will live on in the
memory of his beautiful family.

———

RECOGNIZING DON KNABE
HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to recognize a colleague and
friend, Los Angeles County Supervisor for the
Fourth District Don Knabe, who is retiring after
over thirty-four years of service to the county.
Mr. Knabe has worked tirelessly for our com-
munity and he is finishing his career with a
long list of accomplishments. While it would be
impossible to list them all, | would like to high-
light just a few successes that will continue to
benefit our county for years to come.

Over his time as Supervisor, Mr. Knabe has
become a national leader in protecting chil-
dren. He established a Safe Surrender Pro-
gram to care for surrendered infants in Los
Angeles County while also championing a
scholarship fund to help these children as they
grow up. He launched a campaign to spread
awareness about child sex trafficking, making
it become a County priority, and testified on
the matter before Congress.

Supervisor Knabe is also passionate about
the arts. His enthusiasm led to the establish-
ment of several youth programs that bring vis-
ual art, dance, music, and theater programs to
children across the district. Thanks to his ef-
forts, Los Angeles County children are able to
experience the rich benefit of exposure to the
fine arts from a young age.

Beyond those projects, the Supervisor con-
tinues to lead the fight to protect our precious
Southern California environment. Mr. Knabe
led 19 separate projects to lower pollution and
improve water quality. He also supported the
development of innovative technologies to turn
trash into energy and fuel instead of dumping
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it into landfills. The air we breathe and the
water we drink in Los Angeles County has lit-
erally improved thanks to his efforts.

| have had the pleasure of working with Su-
pervisor Knabe on several occasions through-
out my time in Congress. A navy veteran, Mr.
Knabe has been a strong supporter for Vet-
erans Resource fairs and Welcome Home
Vietham Veterans Day events. | have always
been able to rely on his support, whether it
was for the Congressional Art Competition or
for an Annual Senior Fair in my district.

Supervisor Knabe will leave an indelible
mark on Los Angeles County when he retires
at the end of this term. | am forever thankful
for the work Mr. Knabe accomplished, and |
thank him for his tireless efforts on behalf of
the people of Los Angeles County. He will
truly be missed.

HONORING JIM RIDLEY

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the city of
Nashville lost one of its finest citizens last
week. Nashville Scene editor and Middle Ten-
nessee native Jim Ridley was a true talent—
an exceptionally gifted journalist and critic, a
gracious and humble leader and a champion
for our great city. Just as much as he was
known in Music City and beyond for his
matchless wit and intelligence, he was known
for his generous spirit, his earnestness and his
enormous heart.

Jim was widely respected for his work with
the Scene, where he was a writer and editor
for well over two decades—nearly since the
publication’s inception—and that respect
brought him accolades and offers alike. But he
never wanted to leave his beloved alt-weekly
newspaper, or his beloved town.

Jim’s passion for music and film is what
drove our arts community to greater heights.
His honesty and diligence shone a light for his
fellow journalists and the city’s leaders. His
kindness, patience, guidance and love for his
friends and family continue to set an example
for what it means to be a truly good person,
a truly good Nashvillian. Jim Ridley made our
city better, and it will not be the same without
him.

TRIBUTE TO JAYME FRY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Jayme
Fry for being named a 2016 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
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on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 640 business
leaders and growing.

As First Vice President of West Bank,
Jayme works tirelessly to build relationships
with clients that will lead to continued business
and growth within the company. She has been
dedicated to improving her skills within the
banking industry so that one day she can
achieve the goals she has set for herself. Not
only is Jayme a dedicated employee but she
is also passionate about creating awareness
for the ever increasing need for mental health
services among young people in our state.
Specifically, she dedicates her time and tal-
ents to Orchard Place, a Des Moines based
non-profit that specializes in mental health
services for children.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jayme in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Jayme on receiving this
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

—

HONORING MILDRETTE N. WHITE
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Ms. Mildrette White,
who is a remarkable Educator and Public
Servant.

Born July 15, 1948, the second oldest of
five children born to J. W. and Cora V. Netter
in the small Delta town of Rosedale, MS.
Mildrette attended elementary, junior high and
high school in the West Bolivar County School
District where her extracurricular activities in-
cluded basketball, band, track and
cheerleading. Because of her successful per-
formance in track and the efforts of her high
school coach, Willie McCoy, she was invited
by the track coach at Tennessee State Univer-
sity in Nashville, TN, to participate in his sum-
mer training camp for high school girls during
the summer of her junior and senior year of
high school in hopes of getting a track schol-
arship. At that time, Tennessee State was the
nearest University to her that had a women
track program. None of the Colleges and Uni-
versities in Mississippi had women track pro-
grams. After she was rejected, basically be-
cause of her height and being from Mis-
sissippi, she thought her track career and her
chance to go to college was over. The coach
preferred taller girls and didn’t particularly care
for girls from Mississippi because of previous
unpleasant experiences.

Mildrette later realized that being turned
down by the coach was a blessing in disguise.
The disappointment of not getting the scholar-
ship she thought she deserved made her
more determined to go to college because she
did not want to spend the rest of her life chop-
ping and picking cotton. Mildrette was also

April 13, 2016

able to take the skills and knowledge gained
and come back to Mississippi and open the
doors for other young girls to get a track
scholarship to go to college, and still be
blessed with what God had for her. Little did
she know then, that she would become the
first and only African American to represent
the state of Mississippi in the Olympics, who
attended a Historical Black College or Univer-
sity.

After graduating from high school in May,
1967, because of her faith in God, a positive
attitude and help from a few people who be-
lieved in her, Mildrette entered Alcorn State
University in the fall as a freshman on a Work
Study Program where she was assigned to
work in the gym. Growing up in the Mississippi
Delta in the sixties wasn’t easy and she was
determined to get an education to make a bet-
ter life for herself, her family and become a
productive citizen in society.

Alcorn’s men track coach took a chance and
gave Mildrette the opportunity to prove herself.
She finally earned a track scholarship by train-
ing and traveling with the men’s track team to
other states and competing in individual
events only. During the process she qualified
for the 1968 Nationals and Olympic trials. That
was the beginning of a long and successful
collegiate track career. She received numer-
ous accolades, honors and awards to include:
three time All-SWAC and All NAIA; AAU Inter-
national Track Team that competed in Norway
and Poland; U.S. Olympic Track and Field
team (68,72); Gold medal winner, 4X100
meter relay, Mexico City Summer Olympics
(68); U.S. European Track and Field Tour;
Held the third best 100-meter time in the world
(68) and selected Female of the year, 100%
Wrong Club of Atlanta (69).

The experience, education, exposure and
extensive travel, (nationally and internationally)
received while attending Alcorn, prepared
Mildrette to be successful in her careers as an
athlete, classroom teacher, track coach and
athletic director. After graduating from Alcorn
in May, 1972 with honors and a Bachelor of
Science degree in Health and Physical Edu-
cation, Mildrette began a twenty-eight year
teaching and coaching career in the state of
Mississippi. Some of the honors and accom-
plishments achieved were: Delta Valley Con-
ference Coach of the year five times; U.S.
Southeast Region High School Coach of the
year (79); Six District Titles; two South State
Titles; Two Big Eight Eastern Zone Titles; and
District Five Coach of the Year (88). During
her coaching career, a number of Mildrette
athletes were able to earn track scholarships
to go to college.

Other educational accomplishments include:
Master of Science-Health Physical Education,
Athletic Administration/Coaching and Biologi-
cal Science Alcorn State University (1981),
Continuing Education and Secondary Adminis-
tration/Supervision courses (1997—2000) Delta
State University.

During her Athletic, Teaching and Coaching
careers, other honors received include: Alcorn
State Hall of Honors (1992), SWAC Hall of
Fame (1995), Alcorn State Athletic Hall of
Fame (1996), Rosedale-West Bolivar High
School Hall of Fame (1998), Bob Hayes Track
Hall of Fame (2001), Mississippi Sports Hall of
Fame (2003), and Clarksdale/Coahoma Sports
Hall of Fame (2013).

After retiring from teaching and coaching in
2002, Mildrette served as Athletic Director of
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